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PREFACE. 


Op  all  the  studies  whieh  occupy  the  attention  of  the  statesman,  or 
employ  the  leisure  of  private  individuals,  that  of  history  justly  claims  the 
pre-eminence  in  dignity  and  in  utility :  to  the  statesman  it  furnishes  the 
most  important  lessons  of  political  wisdom,  and  the  private  individual 
may  hence  extract  maxims  for  the  improvement  of  his  understandings 
and  rules  for  the  regulation  of  his  conduct.  This  remark,  though  appli- 
cable to  history  in  general,  applies  with  peculiar  force  and  cogency  to 
the  transactions  of  that  period  which  this  work  embraces. 

If  the  importance  of  events  be  estimated  by  th6  magnitude  of  their 
effects,  and  the  extent  of  their  influence  on  the  happiness  of  mankind, 
we  shall  be  compelled  to  confess  that  this  portion  of  the  history  of  the 
world  is  infinitely  more  interesting  than  any  that  has  preceded  it.  The 
period  of  the  last  five  andtwenty  years,  commencing  with  the  dawn  of  the 
Revolution  in  France,  has  given  birth  to  events  which  fix  the  attention 
by  their  novelty,  gratify  curiosity  by  their  variety,  and  overpower  the 
imagination  by  their  magnitude — events  which  powerfully  interest  the 
heart,  by  the  astonishing  influence  they  have  exerted,  not  merely  -on  the 
fate  of  monarchs  and  ^  of  empires,  but  over  the  domestic  circle  of  the 
most  retired  individual^  and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  assert,  that  there  is 
scarcely  a  single  inhabitant  of  Europe  that- has  not  been  affected  by  these 
tremendous  occurrences,  either  in  his  own  person,  in  his  family,  or  in  his 
near  connections. 

If  time  were  measured  by  events  instead  of  years,  centuries  might 
be  said  to  have  passed  during  the  age  in  which,  we  live.  To  com- 
press the  records  of  these  transcendently  important  occurrences  into  a 
moderate  compass ;  to  narrate  them  in  a  connectefd  and  lucid  order ;  and 
lo  furnish  a  memorial,  not  merely  instructive  and  interesting  to  his  con- 
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SECTION  1 


OWARDS  the  close  of  the  fifth  century,  the 
Ff  anks,  a  nation  the  very  name  of  which  implies 
the  free  condition  of  the  individuals  who  com- 
posed it,  determined  to  leave  their  native  forests, 
situated  in  that  part  of  Germany  endosed  by  the 
Rhine,  the  £lbe,  and  the  sea.  They  accordingly 
crossed  the  former  of  these  rivers  under  Cloiris, 
defeated  their  enemies  in  a  pitched  battle, 
acquired  full  possession  of  an  eJ^tensive  territory, 
v^hich  BOifie  of  their  countrymen  hud  before 
invaded,  and  imposed  at  once  their  dominiAi 
and  their  name  on  Gaul.-^Under  the  firsf,  or 
Mtercvingiarty  and  the  second,  or  Carbmngianrttee, 
the  throile  was  elective ;  and  the  people  not  only 
possessed  the  power  of  nominating,  but  according 
to  "indisputable  testimony,^  they  also  exercised 
the  ri^  of  deposing  the  sovereign  if  he  proved 
unworthy  of  his  station. 

The  great  council  of  the  nation  Was  assem- 
bled every  year  in  the  Iteld  of  Mars,  so  called 
from  the  montii  in  which  they  usually  met.  In 
this  Msembly  ihe  king  presided  as  chie^  and 
df^cided  on  all  public  affldrs. 

In  the  year  089,  on  the  demise  of  Louis  V. 
a"  new  dynasty,  called  the  Capetiatiy  succeeded  to 
the  crown  of  Franco^Odllid,  as  it  was  then  called, 
iil  the  persMi  of  Hugh  Capet,  son  to  Hugh,  Earl 
of  Paris,  to  the  prejudice  of  Charles,  Duke  of 
l4orraine,  uncle  to  the  deceased  monarch,  and 
his  heir  byblood.  This  prince,  after  overcoming 
and  impi-isonin^  his  less  fortunate  rival,  associ- 
aXe&  his  0  wii  son  with  him  on  the  throne,  and  even 
contrived  to  get  him  declared  his  successor.  The 
crov^n  having  tiius  become  vested  in  his  fki^ily, 
in  the  course  of  the  same  reim,  and  in  cbnse- 
cjuence  of  this  very  event,  the  didcedoms,  earldoms, 
and  all  the  magistracies  and  honours  of  the  king* 
dom,  which  b^te  #ere  teihperary,  now  became 
iMreditary  also. 

*  Sea  HottflMAV  Frsaee-Gsllia^  e«p.  TI. 
(No.  I.) 


No  sooner  had  a  middle  class  arisen  among  Sect.  I. 
the  people,  and  begun  to  acquire  some  degree  oi  ' 
opulence  and  respectability,  than  Philip  le  Bel 
determined  to  iatooduee  their  deputies  into  the 
general  councils  ;  and  that  they  miffht  be  more  at 
Ins  devotion,  these  were  chos^i  from  the  cities 
and  towns  within  his  own  domains.  This  memo- 
rable event,  which  occurred  in  the  first  year  of  the 
fourteenth  century,  waa  productive  of  correspon- 
dent consequences }  and  the  tlurd  state  sat  ever 
after  in  the  assembly  .of  the  nation  called  the 
states-general,  which  was  convoked  occarionally 
during  a  period  of  three  hundred  and  fifteen  years. 
The  states-general  w^e  again  convoked  under 
Charles  V.  in  1360,  when  they  granted  certiun 
subsidies  during  the  war  only ;  and  Charles  VI* 
his  sucoesMr,  thinking,  no  doubt,  that  an  assembly 
of  notables  might  prove  moretractable,  summoned 
one  accordingly  in  1413.  He  appears  to  have 
solicited  and  obtained  the  consent  of  the  univer- 
sity and  citizens  oi  Paris  to  this  measure,  which 
was  rendered  more  agreeable  by  tibe  plafiisible  pre- 
text of  r^orming  the  state :  to  keep-up  appear- 
ances, commisfpon^s  were  chosen  from  the  three 
different  orders  of  the  Aotdbles^  but  nothing  bene- 
^cial  appears  to  have  been  efl&cted. 

But  it  was  not  until  the  reign  of  Charles  VII, ' 
that  any  thing  rei^mhllng  an  uniform  system  of 
tyranny  was  aimed  at ;  and  it  is  to  the  long  and 
lAoody  contcSffa  with  EnglaBd,  that  we  are  to 
attribute  that  d^otism  which  overwhelmed 
France  for  ages.  The  victorious  monarch,  avail- 
ing himself  of  the  popularity  he  had  acquired  by 
his  success,  retained  a  body  of  men  at  anna  in  his 
pay,  amounting  to  no  more,  however,  than  seven- 
teen hundred.f  To  this  increase  of  power, 
Charles  added  the  influence  of  corrnption ;  and 
by  means  of  both,  became  the  first  King  of 
Frftnce,  who,  by  his  own  royal  edict,  and  with- 
.  '. 

% 

+  The  French  lawyers  had  by  this  time  introdncea  the 
manim,  <*  Qui  veut  le  roi,  si  veut  la  lor,"--ibe  will  of  the 
king  is  the  will  of  the  Uw. 
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Srct.   I.    out  the  conciu:renc^  of  the  st2>te8«-general  of  tfie 
kingdom^  levied  sujpaidies  at  his  ple^isurei 

Louis  Xt.  'iirho  ,tQ  the  policy  of  puy  Jlewg; 
VII.  added  a  t%r  more  crue|l  an<f  capricious 
tyranny  thanHe^y.'yilt.  succeedec\but  too.yejl 
i^  reducing  ihe^innoyations  of  bis  predecessor  to 
a  regular  ^Ysteo).  He  also  contrived  torieoder  his 
own  despotism  inore  formidable  fay  adding  to  {.lie 
mjlitai^y  establishment  of  his  father  ;  a^4  in  Wseu 
tho 'general,  odium^  he  bad  recourse  occasionally 
to  the  states-<general^  which  he  garbled  at  his 
plesisure>  taking  car^  that  his  own  creatures  only 
shoutd  be  permitted  to  repair  to  the  assembljCi 
where  no  one  was  allowed  to  deliver  seniiments 
in  opposition  to  thcwill  of  the  monatclu     . 

.  Kichelieuy  agreat  and  fortunate  minister, 
about Hl)e  year  IflTuI/ undertook  the  roaiiageoient 
of  'piibiic  aflkirs,  and  bereaved  his  ibountrj  even  of 
the  hope  of  regaining  any  portion  of  her  liberties. 
During  his  adniinistratiori»  tfte  catholic  grandee^ 
Were  kept  in  subrjectipn^  an^  ihe  protestan^/who 
always  entertained  liberal  notions  irespeciing. 
govofrinient,  were  completely  hiinibled :.  in  short 
the  ctown  was  rendered  indepenjlent  b.o<h  of  the 
nobles  and  the  p^plei  '    ^       '     .      .'  . 

His  successor.  Mazarine,  iit^pe^ed  a  series 
of  enormous  taxes'  during  the  ihiiviriiy  of  I^ujs  . 
XIV.    The  lorig  ai^d  extensive  hostilities  carried 
on  by  that  ftionarcli^  j^fter  Tie  hjnl  aitaine^  man^T 
hood,  .contributed  also  to  subdue  the' spirit  of  ith^. 
nation.    ^The  wars  and  dissi[fation  of  Jtouis  XV. 
tended  equally  to  hj^rrass  thc5."publiC';,ar!t^|t}'ary 
•rrests'by  means  of  kiCres]  ife  cjgfcie^^.reixcjtep^.. 
personal  liberty  insecure ;    and'baU'it  riotjie^p  ^ 
tbatthle  pafltaments,  from  time  to  time,  .e-xhibited.^ 
a  noble  spirit  of  resistance,  every  notion  of  p^l^-  ^' 
lie  li'fefty  Would  have  been  extinguished,  ana  th<^ 
^overjiment  of  France  must  have  speedily  pip- 
proxiinated  tt)  an  oriehtat  'despotism.* 

*    Hivlng  thu^'  brt^y  exhibitedthe  means  by  * 
which  France  lost  het  liberties,'  it  now  remains  to 
•itumer&t^  the  '^vexfts,  In  consequence  of  which, 
the^owiar  of  the  ttionardh  Was  overthrown. 


•   '  A*  •#/ 


SECTION  IL 


AFTER  the  demise  of  Louis  XV.  who,  like 
B'rancis  1 1:  f<iAl  a  mirtyr  to  his  debaucheries,  the 
«afd9  bf  i^ernmetit  Vfdt'e  destiiied  to  be  endured, 
rather  thiUi  sm^ttined,  by  his  grandson>  a  prince 
only  twenty  yfeSffs'  of  age.  The  young  king 
had,  however,  condaeted  himself  with  great  pj-o- 
priciy'  wliite  daupMn,  and  it  was  fondly  hoped  by 
the  French,  that  they  had  at  l^ngih  found  a  good 
^  and  virtuous  sovereign. 

Louis  XVI.  finding  himse}f  10  want  of  a 
Mentor  to  superintend  nls  conduct  and  regulate 
his  judgment,  selected  the  Count  de  Maurepas, 
and  tfiatnobiem&n,  formerly  banishad  from  court, 

*  CvraiiiiiieSy' 7. 


and  BOW  more  v  t^n  sev^mty  years  ef  age,  was 
immediately  ct^vated  to  thepost  of  prime  minister ; 
aitd  to  restoi;e  confidence  to  t^e  n^ktipu^  and  secu- 
rity to  the  state,.  Tupgot  was  soon  after  placed  at 
the  head  6S^  the  finances,  anci  exhibited  a  series 
of  talents  an^  ^rtues  which  renden^  his  adminis- 
tration u])LCommonly  brilliant :  -  'but  his  severe 
proJiUy,  and  stfriot  eco^onvy,  accelerated  his  fall, 
and  the  Que^n,  .Maris  A^7;oiN£7r£,  whose  expen^. 
sive  habits  began  to  give  ua^i;age,  solicited,  and 
at  length  obtained  bis  dismission. 

.    When  tlie  unhappy  contest  occurred  between 
Great  Britain  and,  her  colonies,,  France,  though 
already  in,VG^ved   in.  a  labyrinth    of  d^bts  and 
apticipations,  took  part,  in  the  war  iir  favour  of 
the  AroericanSi  and  Louis  XVI.  Uie  descendant  of, 
so  many  absojiiie  monarchs,  did  notd^em  it  either 
impolitic  or  unjust,.  \o  entej:  ipto  a.  treaty  witli^ 
and  acknowledge  the  .independence  of  a  peo^^^ 
^U^ifgglfng  jCor  liberty.     At'.ti>is;  period,  M.  dt 
Verg^joncs  .d.Lrect^.tbe  dcp^i^e^t  foe  foreign 
a.lfiLi?s  i^\K  ^e  Sartine  ws^at  the  head  of  the  navy  ;^. 
and  ISI.'I^^cW  n^ulat^d  ttie  revenuegg^  Cooip^^ 
trqUer-ifperia.    .,         ;    ^  ,^   . 

^  .Th^is  wsi3*t^c  fixsi;  contvct  ^>?ith  the  n^^mm 
eneniy^,ilijj:yig  |on)e'cent,uuc^  that  did^ppt  ptM* 
inglorious  to  1^  rahce ;  for  although  Eng^jjf^^iUs^. 
played  b^,ap}Loi^.v{()opr^and  si^g^ritr  <Mtke 
occas^yn^  y^et  ^te  fail^.in  j^^  o^tjectvpf  ^  cflihi 
tegj^;^ while  the  illiijwice^ofv^,Al»^rican  s^t^ 
tluf  i<}ij[xporapy  lumilia^n.ojt;.^  ^(gieua^.^^^, 
an4  ^€^it!4um|»U  eve^  at^n4ant  oip^  suc^esf,  gra-  . 
tificf^  m  jio.sfi^all  fl^ee  tb^  na^Lok^  ranity.of.the^ 

.^.  JJ(](ii.s^triumph  was  but  of  sjiort  duration,  f«^. 
it.ijras  kp9i^  d^covered .  tliai.  )the  profusion,  of  a 
rabe  of  ^eak  and  profligate  princes,  added  to  the 
exgpnoes  of  th?  wai;,  «^d,  j^^SBra^ted  by  the 
e^R^rayag^nce.  pf  an .  intri^^f ng;  pj^  luxurioua 
copri,  |ip^  plunged  the  ^n;^nces  mto  ,a  state  of 
extremj^  .^barro^iient.  njifl  Neckei;  jf^a  exiled 
to  inake  way  for  De..Calonne,  his  enemy  and 
rival,  daloune,,  i^yprf^  fertile  in  ejyedients,  re-? 
sbjved  tp  hive  j:^*piirae  tp^a  measure  which  had. 
oft^i^  b^en.  r^sbrte^  ^{p  in^iqjf^p^  i^}S/^^'  Thi». 
wap.^the  cony'oc;ition ,  .of  tlie  no^blcs),  i,a  body 
nominated.  by..lbe  pnncf^  l^ut  y4t  bearing  some, 
resembb^npc  to  the  ^tates-general.  Tliis  assem- 
bly accprdingly  mct,.(m.the  22d  of  February,  178.7, 
and  was  dissolved  qu  the  25th  of  &}i|y.  fc^^i^rj^f^i^. 
without  bc^vipg  .contributed  in  any.  ^^.^fiSp^"^/.^*  * 
wards  rcinQVipgi\ii^.  public  diflicultie|y'  ^|!|j(^4^s- 
gr^ce  of  Caloiine  foJ|l6iy,ed  close  upon  i^9  disso- 
lution pt  ,ihe  conyopaiion  of  .i^j^t^bles^  .^ufl  that 
minister  was  In  tiis  tUm*  succeeded  1)^  Qifdinal 
Leominc  de^^ijipnne.  ^,.^  ,   ,      .>     J  ^ 

, .  jBj^cqprse  wc^aow  1^4  tq-tbes4»dioi|6^measur#. 
of 'raising  jifupAfj,  by  the.  king's  edict  alone;  and; 
the  doubling  of  the  l^nd-tax,  the  re>establish- 
nient  of  the  thir^^twentioth,  and  a. stamp  duty, 
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wereimnrediately  proposed.  But  to  render  these 
effectlTe,-  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  they  ; 
should  b<i  registered  by  'an  august  tribunal,  that 
had  of  late  acquired  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
amd  by  its  sacrifices  duridg  the  last  rei^n,  had 
merited  their  esteem.  The  parliament  of  Pari% 
on  whose  deitberations^the  eyes  of  the^  whole 
kingdom  were  now  turned,  instead  of  a  ready ' 
compfiance  as  was  eicpeeted,  exhibited  a  steady 
oppositioli)  and  e'vtto  insisted,  that  a  true  account 
of  the  state  of  thcfimmces,  and  of  the  purposes 
in^  whidi  tiie  sums  in  question  were  to  be  applied, 
dbmld  be  previously  laid  before  it. 

No  sooner  did  the  king  learn  that  the  parlia- 
ment had  refused  to  register  the  edict,  than  he 
bad  recoarse  to  a  bed  of  justice ;  at  the  best  an 
equivoeal,  and  at  present,  a  rery  unpopular 
meotore.  This  assianbly  met  on  the  0th  of 
August,  1787,  and  registered  the  edict ;  but  the 
nelt  dfeiy  ilie  parliament  entered  a  fontial  protest^, 
a^nst  the  regtstration  of  the  edict,  declaring  it 
to.  *be  "  jirepared  €!gains£  its  appmbatioH,  arid 
consent j"  adding,  "  that  the  edict  neither  ou^lU 
nor  hhould  have  amfforcey'  and  .th*" "  the,  jvrtt 
ptf90H^  who  presunieil'  to  cany  it  ihto  exicution 
shmM^^  'adjudged  a  tr-aitot,-  aitd  eoHderAmd  tS 
tke*gB^fi^f^       ^  ,    ».         .      .    ^  ^         ^  ^  ^  :. 

-   »'»!•  fr'  ft>ir  dkys  after  this  spirited,  an*  fdrrti- 
d«»«P p^6t«S}t/  the  king  ordet^ed  iheliaH.tolie 
surt^^Mlded  fiy-  rf  b<^y't)f  th>op^,  aird  banished 
th(Aifi'«tAH%'<^  Ttoy^s^'  id  <?teinj)>aJrTte;  birf.not 
before  'IHfey- h'a*''dniTlti**i^  a  reitranstrtmce,^  iu 
wMbh  thi^y  displayed^ual  enei^y  and  eioqn^nce. . 
They  were,  howerer,  recalled  soqn  ailber,  iit  con- 
seqoence  of  iL  compromise,  which  was  considered . 
iA  sdme' degree,  to  batd^tai4ilshed.aie  gloty.fliey 
bad  acquired.    »'  :     . 

While  the  ^xAHic  mind  was  thus  agitated  bjff 
sucdesdite  hopes  ai^  fears,  j  the  mini^ry  persuadect 
the  king   to  -'^tiifke  a  novel    and    extraordinary; 
st^p.  -^AceOrdWgly,  at  nine  o^dmdc  in  the  morn* 
ihg  ^  tite  I4th  of  November,  he  visited  th^  par- 
liament  of   Fatis,   and'  produced    two    ^d^cts, 
which  were   i*ecpiired   ijo   be    enforced,'  one  of, 
which  mdicated  a  new  lota  to  &e  amount  of  450 
miHioBS  oi  Itvres,   about   19,<)00,0D0/.    sterling. 
A  discussion  continued  for  nine  liouils,  when  his' 
Majesty  sudd^y arose,,  and    commanded    the^ 
adibts  to  be  instantly  registered.     This    being^ 
eon^<^ned  tooa  direct  violation  6i  all  the  forms  of 
this  august  Assembly,  the.  Duke  of  Orleans,  with, 
equal  i&nines^^nd  respect,  pMtested  againstthe^ 
proce^inf^,  Which,  he  said,  had  been  r^nd^ed 
null  and  toid  by  the  unprecedented  conduct  of; 
the  soten^i^.  .      * 

The  king,  in  return,  immediately  sent  the 
Dniflf'of  dirleans^into  exile,  and  Issued  kttret, 
de   cachet  against   two    other  members.     Such 
arbitrary  proceedings-  on  tiie  part  of  a-  monarch, 
ktAcrlo  -  ftspecCed' fer  his  hnaiimity,  produced. 


the  most  spirif^d  .renaonstrduqes  on  the  part  of 
the  parliartpnt.  *  In  one  of  these,  ny  lees  cele-  '^ 
braited  on  aecount  of  its  eloquence  mUp  Ct^  !>oUl- 
nes^,   they    claimed    not  jijie   faypur    of    the 
monarch,    but  his  justice,    whicti    was    suljcct,  . 
they   said,    to  regulations  independpnt  oi    'ilie  ^ 
wUof  man;  ttey  maintained  thatkix>fi^''tHcm^  - 
SQlveswere tound  to  obey  it,  an^  tfiat  nfe gl<ftl': 
oq?;  ancestor,  Henry  lY-  acknoWled^ecT  that  h^ 
had  two  gov^reigns,  "  God  «^ld  tliirmws.y'    The 
reply  6f  the  king,  "  that  they  sliouWnoi  demand 
from  his  justice,    what  8ole]ly   depjitided  upon 
hjs  will^"  tended  only  to  irritate, the  members;  . 
who,  recuning  to  the  ancient  principl<^  of  the 
constitution,  at  length  declared    **  tliatVit  was 
neither  in  theii*  power^  in  tliat^bf  ^he  crown,  no^ 
of  both  united,  to  gf  aiit  or  to  levy  aiiy  new  iaxes 
upon  tlie  people  1**^  ^  ,  \  '/.. 

Tfeg  appejJ  io  tlie  paramount  auflioiity  of . 
the  8tates:generil^ Texider<5d  the.  paWiamcijt  pX 
Pkrid  tl>e  idol  ^oJ  ihe  people  ; ;  but  the  miuistefs  ^ 
were  ^t    tl\at ''nionie^t    secretly   meditating  iU ' 
humiliatlpji ;    and;M.;  de    ftrienne,   tlie    prime.] 
mkiister;  aimed  a  deadly  blow  at  Ae  power, pf 
the  assembly,^  by  the  j)roject  of  a  coilr  p^i^ere^ 
ccimpo^ed  of  ^pnVices^^ peers,,  magistrates, '  and 
mjlttaty  me5L','  devjited  to  the  pourt,.  by'ybich  yu^, 
ro^^'acr  ed^<?ts.  \^ere  henceforward  io  be  ^regis^r^dr'. 
Tilts  proilliced 'a.frefh.  remonstf^ce,^;CqjftfJiimng 
an  '/i^taek  pq  t)ie  VniiiijStefs,  a  protest  agaiife\'  the 
plans    in    agitation^^  and,  a  : declaraiibn,    tliat,' 
"  Prance  is  a  kingdom  governed  by  a  kin^ac- ' 
cording  to  the  laws.;  and  tiiat  the  right  pf  i^ai^^jng 
s^bsid^  is   in  ihe  nation^  represented  by,  the 
sta^  -general  duly  convened-'*  ,  ^.       .    ,  ].  \ 

On  this,  the. palace  in,  ]which  ttie  parlioiQent 
assembled  was  once  more  encircled  qy  ^^OQPgliKt 
aridisofaie  of  Jts^itio^abera^ev^ed  ,ajid  Qopfiaed;, 
the  king  also^beld'fi^^^  tUe  8tti  of, 

edicts  to  be  reg^sJLerifd^;   knu)iijig.  tt^^     w^aoiic^ 
for  "the  ^,tai)>li^hin^Di;.  gf.^He  coij,r.jnefnvre\   and' 
another  f6r  i^ie  diminution  of  the  members  of  the 
parhament    of   Pari/s,^!^^!^.^!)^  hundred    and 
twenty,  to  sixty-seven^  as  had'  been  done  by, 

.     .The  nftag^^trales^;b»^Uig.i?n,t<3^^         soleom^ 
protect,,  his  ^oajcf  tj^;>yas  ^vi^9d  io  ^hu,t,i«)  ^^, 

J)hice  of  their  deiiberatii>ns  by  flae^kus.of  au  amieq 
brce;  he  at  thesaone  j^ipQie  sut^ended  all  tlia 
parliaments  througliout  the  kingdom ; — a  measure 
which  wa$  opposed. by  an  address,  9ign^  by. 
forty-seven,  peer^  and  bishops,  ^'  in  bSiali'  of; 
themselves  and  ihe_  nation. *\, 

Coemptions  of  an  ^alairmiing   iuiture    now 
ensued,    in  Britanny,  the  nobles  apdthe  peopla* 
seemed  to  suspend  &eir  dispiitest  on  purpose  t^ 
investigate  public  grieyances  ;  the  iuterpiediato '. 
commission  of  the  states  exhibited  great  iirmness 
on  this   occasion  ;    Rsanes,'  the  capital  of  tlm 
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Bients  of  ToiflotKe  tod  GhteMH^tifi^riMMefn 
eiilef  and ,  pteV  in  ^flkNKi ;  aMyAe  lihaMtiiMts 
4i^e0bul4tMM,^Qiifl^«SrtodilnyQi^  go?rp9ft#r 
of  iiangaedoc  out  of  his  capital ;  while  it^tcMltoy 
MfIlP6i^o  flll§  >!irnr  Mppaildb  of  aAxtotfyir  power 
rid  *ei^f  teonai^y  «iid^)iaTtfieiHi«rly'^A.^^ 

bbdies' frdm  fluyjiftHiMlimii^f: oMiHi^ io 

mkA  t€»1N>r    aw9  inmgmOkw,  't 

'     At^tengfti  Jh&nfAHtjM&rUmlf  filtii  iita4yllle 

^a^d^midi  wll0%4df?pIoi1dil«^stAte^ftthe4lwMh8, 
that  only^^K  ^i)is»4^imx»iB4>ni^  «u 

fiAd'itrdask'*;  Ch&  fdf(ai|ikMr  b^ilitjtBqfaliiMed  by 
M^Md'if  bfllby  dttMirtiii^isflri  lof  ttie  fjedm^  wtd 
tKi£^tM^anoie^ilppfArtialbUB^^  ^-aa-«aly 
fitoidratyamal^iaki^ajiMfiiBfral^^  aad 

as  mimejf.  4n  ndilmoiir  €^tW»^^a^ic9tedAy^«Mas 
threat^ed^'  4Wd  mtov  0f  ilK»  f^<»^e  ^re  iMtMdiy 
ptpfMung  m*  wM^^l^iread «^llieliMiM  tbertfere 
became  preTalent,  that  the  atates-geiRaiaiadhtee 
cAild  rt^sctie  fHe  lAMiaif  frodi^-mtiery^and^Espair. 

•  At  Aeeebtie^'^dMreMr^f'MyvNjaekert  ^»^ 
Midl»e<^  )<<^e«»^^ibe  iWtief^'IMLifliitor  ofi^i- 
trttiici^^  "Bia  nifcjeMy  i^utitsM!^  -  td  thi^eonwntidn 
of  flife  ataei-g^ittttMl,  aifd-  mwiMitfbuAe^Mk^iaee 
reladris'lta^  'the  mol!#4^  tMfemitag^  4to4  aitowliiy  ; 
biit  aa  oi'dMEL of ieM&M  ifm atietgOk  jepmmA 
on  the  S7th  of  pecember^  declarin|B^  that  the 
cfepotiea  to  {he  'Aat^^r^aMS  should  at  least 
amount  to  one  thousand :  tiwt  the  nnmbeir  sent  by 
^eh  IiMllMl!k^MloiiM%e^ln  n  wOb  cMlpounded 
^i^'peipfoltga^M^  totty>  dot'tfie 
«MiiiM»  ofili^«M  AflMdJUe^psakto'the  yi^t 
«moMflofthi$%tbM^f1t%e0lafesr;      i  • 1 

' :  VhcfiMiMhsfbf W^^eilMrilid  AssedU^M^ 
aft  letej^  i^Wd^fdf  this  AM'^  Mm^  17«t,  Hie 
lAMe  natiMr )ip|^^fM«  l»  W«lMriiM/  :Tto  oity 
iffPiMrb  1lra«  dHi«Mlin^  ^BNri«flvfot<Atf«lMlmis» 
and  the  &aiBwi«^te  begtti  ia  dmw  «]l  thflif  4«i«Me- 
^ia  to  tier'tle^tick^  fc«^  tto  r^EiltaiiStioii  4t  a 
MdMtode  «ir  dMifll*  tBirt  IM 

At  feStgCh  ^«Mr  IMtt^-Mitteni],  whrah-kad 
b^nby  tarns/promis^'  d^y^^  aaid  piMpi- 
tated,  after  a  lapoe  of  one  hnAdfed  andtuvnty- 
fFre  y^rs,  assei^Med  at  Versiiilles,  on  flie^ith  of 
May,  1789.  The  ceremony  oonwiMoed  wih  «i 
abt  of  devotion ;  ther^ffresentatives  of  the  nation, 
preened  by  the  nkinikersof  the  aR&r^  andSdl- 
lowed  bv  the  kinsr,  repaired  -to  tiie  temple 
«f  ant  l&tHy^  anraat  an  immettse  crowds  wb# 


omred  upjfo?Ki,.ftnr  the  aucoess  ofSiehr  endhea- 
TOQrs  to  re&niv  jfnA  regenei^  the  state*'  The 
.^pleodour  a]|4Tai^et]|c^f,tl^rob^,0f  ftwo  of  the 
^j^p^f^d^/^  ffKfi^Uj  to  ike  hdlHfii^  .of the  spec- 
tfl^  ; .  fM4)|e  ^i^riped  c^gy^wore.drcs^pd  irf  a 
«*yte^l«»l#«rf  ui^l^eto  theOLi^pecjSYe  i-anV, 
hpH^^^INffi^iFfy^  ajad  crosiers. 


t.tffaiMhA9i^9tJi>|% 
olimli9V>vithi|i 
:pln(w#f.fea^ 

,iiMNN|%.«^ahiuU|ted^^ 
and  fviprds  gtt 

7he  iUM  e^M^i  aa^w 


p^f  rediqpth  hce ; 
1^  aiiTj^  stairs  and 

rgQJ^^^nd  diamonds 
ih^'  jPiaple  chiefly  re-* 


lj0d^.^vt|ie  oflM^frMa^fr'^eeipoll'^t^  aflfect  sim- 
{)lieityy^  th^  me]a^ers^,ia|^;iaariogila 
sanMimtod  >5  .short  Tvobll^  ,clo0l^^  as  in  the 
time  of-BhiUp  l^Jkl;  «bat  they  Kfce.  healed  J^y  the 
M?ra«tiNlifiganu^iltt4^«i^l^^  oflheircoiminy. 
B^iteAaolamn  a^diil^H^  prevails 

^Urii^4|ief(rooessiQ^  ofttbe  re§t  qf  die  flssetnbly. 

^Ae^&jHtpng  ajid  tedious  jo^emom 
iriho ; waa  i  otatad  m  a  ma^iiafiec^t  alcp^y  with  tba 
qnoen  onhla^  left  hmi^  and  the  «.|pfMc^  and 
fnvibeases  4»f  the  Mood«aro^]|4.|iil9fe>  delivered  a 
dtowirsfi  to^jrtie.asaaaihlyg  in^wU^lreexjgrfBsaed 
hi^  aape^-thiMt  .Jtlie  ^nvopatiQi^^of  (!»$   sMes* 
.•geiMal  iivould  cawmiQicale  ne#  y}gQ9j(^.Jk^ 
ndUm^.  re-joataMigh  pii^«rediV»a 
4itfoial«iaraa9fhap|weia.   '^Mm^ 
li^eaty  waa  Ji>l«M4  to  wigh  8n£^  ii^^^'^f 
anAlwled  fiiflifqiipled  Mlfiata  oC  fffiBW^  ^Hia 

ala  fcS^ayed^  aii4  wBflMt  <>p  the 
w^JimUd  ^gfi^rtfmi         _  , 

MWiaby  on  the  one  handf 
and  aaaff rty  wm^,  .lyfpi^liriiiwm  on'lbo  othar« 
Hl  mdur  J woaapJ^d>tt>a:h»iper  pf  tfaM^da,  hi  a 
apeeoli  of  great  l^^gtb,  i%  ^«hi4i^  be  ivished  to 
dbbcH^  A4  aMMttes^  a£  It^wpifiphly  jprinoipatty  to 
tAoflftate^of  ttofinoMw^jphi^te  ^dw^dto.ha 
dpaaaady  bui^atatad  fw  Mlpal  4}^^.  not  to  e^- 
0BadJaily«atoHdiian  Mtf  JFf endi  lrvma«   x 

i^anbgimieait  te  |hia.  flititing,  a<»ie  diop^ka 
ie^0<araan4h^faepeo<a9«k|^<h^  Theti4rd 
OMOMH^  ta  the  npmber  of  583, 
— aahniB  the-  rtpwaimtativ^  of  the 
naiiaai ;  atiAifllrir  ilrst  ael  n^aa  ^  diAdiie  all  the 
itapotia  iiligalj  because  thay .  )^  aoi  >eenxon- 
flBVtedicrhf  thawatioB.  They  ho^^^ver,  re-enacted 
tiMai  iaaia«tly  in  the  name  of  their  eopislitueata, 
^lartaiingy  thai  dbey  ceased,  on  thie  Tasry  day  ^n 
raaept  aaaembty  should  be  i^aaalTcd. 
rar r<f dinga  ware,  prevaytadi  ia  fo&se- 
^pienee  of  an  extniartHn«a7  st^on  timpart  of  the 
hang,  wto  en  the  Mth  of  J«ae,  daclaor^  by  a 
herald  at  arme,  tiiat  the  debates  of.  the  oaaembly 
nMre  satapcaadaiL  and  that  itmm  hia  Jlajesty'a 
ittteatkni  to  hold  a  Jtayal  Sesmn  «»  the  SSd. 
Thia  assoaption  of  power^  wholly  unprecedented 
in  the  history  of  tiie  states-generaJ^  led  to  the  most 
diaaatroad  eeoiMaaiioea.    The  neaftbers  of  tba 
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assembly,  filing  tbelhselves^exelttded  from  the 
national*  tiall,  by  a  giiard  of  ^oIdiim»  assembled 
in  the  Tennis-court  at  Versailles/ and  the  people, 
^ectrified  B^  die  conduct  df  th^  deputies^  i  in 
their  turn  eici ted  new  zeal  bf  their  plftudito;  Mne 
of  the  soldier jry"*  |mrtakiog  bf  ffie  getteral  enthtti- 
asm,  formed  k  guaM  of  fadn^ot"^  flre'eniteuiCe^, 
wlule  one  of  the  roetnbert,  tAo  liad  heeM  cdirtiMd 
to  his  bed,  caused  hiitiseir  td  W  earriisd  tetoHSie 
Hall.  Aaid  as  if  actuMed  by  one 'g^erid  1fti{mise, 
all  the  dejfuti^  ro^eF  and  took  as  «alli  im&9mt  io 
separate  untfl  tl^e  c<in8fittitio|  ishmild  befinmed^ 
and  the  regehefation  of  FVaneecdmpleMl. 

On  tiie  2Sd  of  June,  the  three  orders  w^re 
assembled  by  the  king's  eommanci,  kk  R^fml  Sa- 
$ion.  Thetoaech  wbic&  the  kmg  was  adTised'to 
deKteron-QitB  oeesnion,  was  not  iii  tJhe  leMt^eal-> 
culated  to  gtre  satisfaction  to  thenaUon*  After 
lamenting  the  disputes  tbai'liad  tahro  plific,  Ms 

^  magesty  insisted  on  mnteMnin^  thadistiMtfoirof 
'orders,  and  aamdled  the  Md^t«d  deCMO,  %y 
wjiicb  the  ci>tt)m6ns  had  de^hiMd  theaisahres  the 

^national  assembly.  He-,  at  thesametllneiaUiuted 

^to  the  li%1ai^ts  wMoh  be^'was  ^cptfiialf  toaonfer 
oo  bis  peofde.;  but  nothing  p/dslt^e^wafl  ftaidwli* 

*  tiV^  to  the  lil>#rty  of  thef>retis,»r<Kgpi>1iMy|iin 
'c^Nbe  ttates-fenrt^l  in^ttve  eMjoHm^  of4ti«l  r  «n 

'tli^tj^bei(  hauti,  helnnlcd'&tthe  r»lemio«>«f  ^e 
i9^pHF£  ifnpopntar  otiAi  iSb»  ||r«ftyg«lhres  ^^laisMd  by 

to  >£rtetn  ife#§rl^tions^«  and  th*  tconttawice 

!'^f»H%a«g«)^'^fl!i-i«Kiag  .-aM  oir:F?«be 

to  frMSi  any  «ii^<Ml«0tt  hs  SMtjaWidi 

Ttte  i»lttings^l^^<iLaOamUy  hnittf-hms 

^nttnil«M;  all  utt1s#irflliewdeiii  took-.ptec!^«nd 

'  «ti  ^^"2791,  47  <rf«e%idbk«^  <iwid»dtif  tk/iJI&« 

of  Orleans';  fi9t-^Mrince«f<babk#4l^  rapniradtia 

the  halt  of  Ae^aMa,  aadftkie  miMvtef  of  Oms  cMgy 

-^  and  the  m^tj^y^^o'n^riitea,  at4beieS{K«^ 

^^ommen&iSMi  #f  4M4Lhig,  fsHowed  tbebrapMH^* 

In-flA'Ibeatt  tilae,  tooMMi^ttlittnf  liicii^vp- 

'^^jJBhiucA  of  oordfalfty^«MkM)iad<jbMa.farsonie 

'   time  i9sae#%)rlih^oiiitirt.  4a  mSkm^m^^akgit^gi^y 

of  troops  j'^dlalp  the  Fi«lM*«ldiefi^  MiM^ot 

BOW  be  Jtep^da*iii,  fOreigim  aMjUprefaaaBlrto 

the  oSilfi^ilat  ri^ihenld.  TMriy4hNHboufiflnilMM>n 

we^  flOn^dy  ^mntoned 'IB  the  ndghhonrihtaiMl  of 

the  capital;  twenty  thonsand  macia  iveri^jaMotad  ; 

a  forml^Bilil^train  of  artillery >wfka  pv^TkUdAta 

lilMi^S^^penee ;  camps  itegan  id  iia  Itaiied 

out ;  ^e^  t^ommanding  enk«aiA«a*ine«a.  ecouNled 

with  liatle«fMS ;  the  Mrada  ^md  brMgeaiOctiqMed 

by  miHtary  posts  ;  and^  the  ^Marshal » do  Aroj^io 

wanififtiinated4e  the  c^lef  QBi&niand»<^  - 

^fits^'capital,  ever  jealous  ef  the  eolut,  and 
alarioed  lA  tbeie  formidable  ^aqMuratiMisy  *:wa8 


»  Pr4ci«  dc  la  R*T6ludba'*Fran/  psr ' 
Btienne. 

(No.  f.) 


«t  iaint 


^» 


now  agHatcd  to lBF*^JtCIVWdMl9 ji  degree.  Tlw  ^mt.  IT-, 
peodla  «BseAUednn  prodigioas  nittHitudes  in  the 
garwsaitf  ^the  Po/oij  Ar^,  iui4-^diyiding  into 
^grM|leir^**  srHfer'addre^hoA  bv.  eertaia.  persona, 
mVbm  they  stylni  ^'  otftlws,'^  mil^  a  degree  of 
'tttoquence4«t  did  1M fidlAa^piMM^ltfidHivaiLvIo 
-iia^iaie.  -  r-  r  -  '-,', 

«^l«rge body  (rftlie  saUi€wy>  tiMMig  become 
«^f«rtf  of  the  pnaplr,  •  ip  CMseqaence  oi^  ti^r  long 
jpaoidni^:4n,  'aad  oaHMStiM  'irith  the  caiyltai, 
hifjan  to  faudttrm  eeaumn  ^ui#  witfn  Hs  iaiiabi- 
^ants,  asut  lifcgdisciiiiwiisti  -jMwdpn  the  rights  of 

^■Kit-ifae  ArtiiBi^  gaidicra*  ;^or  .we^«other 
ttijaedswtioa  WAi^MVi':^  ^^y  ^^^  loaded 
with  presaats  andiOSViaHMi  *tbey  wQlee  feasted 
far  wMrday a ;  and-  nijdita  tP'  tUe^  Pa/4f> ,  Uog^al, 
tka'Ksidaiicei^fthO'DiukeofrQrieaitfi  wdtati^ 
dsKgUB  •  0f  wiaa;,  ys»^  d44i»d  iW  faseiaatioBs 
«f  gsM,  andlfaa  b}v#Bh9>e^  «f  vaaaeo^ 

Oil  iiM  1901 0fJttlyv^?i^M*>  the  i^ 
t«r  oft  wltom  eith^||(W  m^tioAfior  iin  reipreieuta* 
th«a  bad  a^yr-naiianeei  bei^^n^Midt'l^^^^y  4«f»rmd 
a£  Ji]»  office,. w)^a  6eiM»  once  more intoif Kiiiri  and 
tbe  nafMsdminWaibion  wais  said  to  cfiasist  of  I>e 
Breitanil^.Fwl0»,  La  Galw^i^,  (^  i^2rte>  nnd 
ihe  ltarshfd'^fi|»  An^glio^  -all  of  irj^om  ware  can* 
aidbred  aa  ilbeodlMid^d  adfvo^iiilbea  -oi  the  ancient 
.d*potiaBi.  .—       .  _.        ■    -      I 

Tim  tpariod  rof  ^a  MfokitieB'  ;vas  mw 
iad^ancing/^wMi  \MmfH*  flSMW;  f^.h^re,  it  may 
.fe  iiv^p^  ^4lqffitly.  ti^  f^^WK^ JM^  t^  wmareua' 
qaaaiaa.^wbMli  coi(ifiHP^.ta  shij^.ltie J^undatiMa 
of  (fUthatn«»;n{gi0id  by  ttip  tanf^taf^  ja£>  &9Nrteen 
riiihiiBSMinj-aftA,  tp  -miltAJtaJ^  the  4oiFn%U  of  a^ 
jMcfieswr  i^.fu^^-eig^  Ungs. 


•    r 


..  TU£  «kiMet  4f  ><li«  .  «iBeBsisii4ini9^  eirapt, 
^hiflh  wtmn  ito.^c^n«Qq|iiepce^.t0::«^k^:i^  a«ly 
^|he  jiipnaidiy  9i  f{tw»i  b«ilpl|..ihi^  kipigiiioinfi-of 
Europe  to  their- JowadaiM^jii^'^aa  Taii^ua  %pd 
pdlpiMQ*  Jkmmg'  tlM«e  npy  ba^mked  tde  pro- 
lflnr«aaiv«  iaqpirbtanwilf  of  |hf  liniiiaft  aiipd ;  and 
>lba<e9^teftwai.'l^  l^et^  b«4  philoil^y9  ^Moihi- 
iNted  in  Aa  iwUiagP  •£  J^Laiitei^w^t  fiUQpal^ 
»ansinaii»-  ¥0HmmK  ft>aiy»  QuiffMi,  Cond^uv^ 
Bideroi,  rd^lO^aiil^rt,  &4U  r    Tbe:i«e  ^f  .lismia 

to  flourish,  and  ei\)oy  the  fostering  snules  of  the 
great  and  po^v^^^ut,*  h^a  Vff^l  o^wadered  as  the 
Aagustan  epoch  of  French  history ;  and  it  waa 
Ikai^that  under  thaiflHdt^r.iaf  rqgfd  deipotisro^ 

tew#apena  were  fofged^wUch  weva  aj[^(arwarda 
ked  to  break  its  «hain«^  -  i^i<>thar  4>f  th<$ 
(jtasat  of  the  va¥ohltii^  ssay  be  traced  to  tbe 
eccliame  sMhaprassBseat  of  4h&.«atioAal  finantes^ 
akid  to  the  WTitings  of  thefival  iinan^^ars,  Nedier, 
atad  Calpme, aii£cb  disclosed  ^secre^  tbat  proved 
suinoua.to  tha  cradii-of  the   mcmarcby;   and 
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vfaidi  gave  to  the  pariisaieBli  and  die  states* 
gMieral,  a  seal  aad  decisieii  connMaenmite  iprith 
the  anbuMH  d«tiei  imposed  apoa  then  bj  the 
difteohies  of  tbeir  coaatiy.  There  wete  abe 
iBaa V  olher  circaimrtaafes  nhich  eentrilmted  to 
yrodaee  tkim  chaage.  Tiie  fibeitiee  aad  pfoa* 
petily  of  Eoflland — a  eoiuitry  teparated  eajf  kf 
a  BBvrair  alnit^  eeald  not  be  <?oaManpto ed.  irith 
miiStnmce.  Bate  alill  aiore  pennae<*nt <iaiwe 
fvaa  tobe-touadin  the  eiaaiple of  Agierieaj wbese 
M.  de  la  Fayette,  aad  aiaoy  thoueand  other 
Freacbofioefa  aad  eoldi<ga>  htfl  Cpaght^  for  the 
eatabijehaieot  of  iiherty,  aad  wheee  they  .had 
aeea  a  h^py  Batioa«  ia  whieh  th^  duUioetMNM 
of  nnk  aad  birth  ivere  ttakaoaa*  Theve  Ih^, 
Cm*  the  fiiat  tioie,  saw  Tjurtiu^  taleats.  aad  eon- 
sage  rewarded;  there  they  lAewed  liUh  surpQse, 
.  aeosemga  peepto,  fightiaag,  aot  for  a  leastei^bat 
Hmt  thoMwheey  aad  admiawitrtiag  the  Jaws  by 
f  pti'ifratalives  ct  tlieir  owa  free  eheioe.  On 
tiieir  retam,  the  eoatrast  was'odioas  aad  Intoler- 
able ;  they  beheld  iaanly  preferred  to  '  tnerit, 
iafhuace  to  jostieey  and  wealth  to  worlh»  JFhey 
hegaa  to  exaauae  a  eoastltatM  ia  whieh  the 
aioaareh,  whom  they  were  aoeostoaied  aew  to 
consider  oaly  as  ttie  first  ma^trato>  was  every 
Aia^,  aad  the  people,  the  ^Mia^tbii  at  aU 
power — BotluDg :  aad  they  mfiy  rea^eafMy  be 
eapposed  to  have  wifthed,  aad evealalMM^ 
Ibrachaage.  Nor  was  the  spirit  ^diealRlKffa 
totfaeejustiag  order  of  things  oonfiaed  to  ^ 
FNBch  soldwra  vfbo  had  ser^ped'ia  Ameriea, 
aad  there  imbibed  the  pciaeiples  of  ^epokii- 
eamsm :  bat  ihe  whole  sffmiy  Msetf,  Moperly  so 
eaUed,  irideh  had  .hitherto  beea  the  bttlnadtaf 
the  naonarchy,  conceived  a  deep-rooted  iKsgipst 
agaiost  the  puaisbmeBts  introdaeed  in  the  rdjga 
of  Louis  XVI.  onder  the  adnuDistration  of  ^ 
Coant  de  St  GermmBy  by  wfafeh*  they  itf^t^ 
eoeeeediato  sdbmissioo  by  the  roilitaiy  pnai<fcr 
meats  of  Prassia,  Aastria,  and  Bnasia,  toitfisd 
ofbeiag,  as  hitherto,  flattered  intoebedieiioe^4^ 
the  pritteipk  ef  kmwmr.  Al  this  critieal  per¥>d9 
whenaaion  and  abilitjr  might  haveprotraetod  the 
fato  of  the  govemmeat,  theeoofi^wasdisiraeted, 
by  private  jealousies,  and  divided  by  petty  fends, 
"ne  prerogative,  eaaalpotent*in  theory,  was  now 
foi  mt  first  time  bounded  in  practice*  The  king, 
possessing  many  virtues,  birt  feeUe,  iiresohite, 
aad  axonoas,  ejxH!^  pity,  and  even  contempt. 
Vibrating  between  the  virulent  counsels  of  his 
ooarty  and  the  timidity  of  his  owa  nature,  he 
appears  to  have  been,  by  turns,  tyrannical  ahd 
complaisant.  The  queen,  while  dauphinessj 
had  obtained  ihe  fespect  ef  the  nation  by  re- 
Ihsing  ^to  countenance  the  licentiousness  of  the 
eoifrt  of  the  rdgning  monarch ;  and  her  beautjr 
had  long  commanded  the  admiration  of  the  capi- 
tal. But  her  levities  had  now  sunk  her  into  dis*- 
esteem ;  and  her  enormous  expences,  her  haught| 


demeanour,  aad  her  ayetfton  to  e^mf-  thing  that 
bore  the  name  of  liberty,  eitposed  her  t<^  f^meral 
^eeiisore^  aad  thoumaaner  ia.  whiflb  diavgpov^nied 
the  king,  sul^eisted  both  fakn  aaSk  h»i  sulf  to 
tamenBing  suapieioni  .       ' 

Her  mnjesty,  aad  the  hiig's  liro»  ^p#tsrp» 
;were  ^^  at  opea  vanaaoe.    Th|i  pli^al  *af  tfnac 
had  aeaairod  aad  arfiinrd  the.aibpact  off  the 
aation  \  hot  the  profimifmaClbe  yaimgor,  itnA  atiU 
amre  hti  seal  agajafit  evyyiaaofatioa  ami  Aha  aa- 
cient  despotism,  ^t  length  lemlerod  hia  hwrnr 
pdiaas.  Oa tbe ott^hprnd^'the  Daheaf  Orfeam^, 
first  priaoe  of  the  Uood,-  aad.'hia   adheaaats, 
opealy  aspired  to  popalaiity,  aad  aq»eoded  an 
amazing  fortune  to  produce,   fteeagtbea,   aad 
support  a  ravolatioa,  Aatip  the  $nd  proved  their 
destmetton. '  The  aaBieroua.aad  notorioaa  afausn 
ia  the  gavenraaent,  also  pnMlaoed  aa  e6kat  aor- 
raspoadeai  to  the  kcO^wI^dga^of  an  iaqqisitii^ 
aad  critical  ^e,  and  Franec  ««as  doiied  -aaea  the 
d9ep   of  despo^iss^— the  only  ooasolaticai  that  a 
people  caa  deine  from  the  degcadatiiHi  ^  ser* 
vitiHie. 

The  feudal  hierarchy  had  becoma  bwden- 
some  aad  oppsessi^e.  Instead  of  aofteaiog,  as 
fomneily,  the  oKeroise  of.  the  royal  prerogative, 
pteseatlng  a  bani^r.  i»etifeen  the  kiBg*  and 
the  people^  it  divided  into'  eaats  of  old  aiMl.aew, 
aobks  of  the  svrord.tQnd  of  the  robe^.  o^^the 
eeart  aad  ctf  the  proviaoos,  aibo  nU-elaimN^  an 
exemption  from  taxes;  and altbojigh  jwdaus, . of 
eachotber^  cotdtaUy fluted  in  trQati^gth<  iaha* 
Utaata  q(  the  towas  «ith  inaaffiraUe  hoaghtsneas, 
while'th^  ooarideved  .thoM  9f  the  eoaatryM^ 
MiMe  better  than  their  slaves. 

What  the  possea^ors  of  fiefs  originally  aa- 
^uii^  by  their  swords,  the  elergy  hM  obtaioed 
by  the  pr<rfuaion  of  the  people  in  times  past,  bat 
iMk  inflttene0  was  nom  visibly  ea  the  daelino 
throttgheat-  the  nation ;  aad  aa  age  .devot^ni  to 
the  eiiltivation  of  literature  and  the  sciences,  frit 
itsdf  but  little  interested  in  those  polemical  coa- 
teations  whieh  at  oaoe  oceapied  and  disgraced 
the  two  £»nner   reigns.    The  amasiag  weakh 
posseasad    by   nineteen  arokbiabopa,   and    one 
haadiad  and  twenty-*two  bishops  %  Ae  immense 
reveauea    belonging    to  twelve    hundred    and 
eighty-eight  abM^vs,  twelve  thoasaad  four  hun* 
dred  priories,  and  fourteen  thousand  seven  hun* 
dred  and  eighty  convents,  excited  the  surprise, 
and    perhaps  also  the  envy  of  the  laity. — ^The 
parochial  clergy,  although  poor  themsc^ves^  -eon* 
stituted  the  only  stay  and  consolation  cf  the  peo^ 
pie;  thev    were  also  oppressed  by   tbeir  more 
opulent  orethrMi,  for  the  prdhites  had  continued 
to  throw  the  burden  of  the  iWimtory  'gift  lupon 
the-  great  body  of  the  priesthood,    wlme  com* 
plaints  had  long  proved  unavailing,  but  whose 
resentment,  at  a  subsequent  period,  by  inducing 
them  to  join  the  third  estate,  produced  a  sohisia 
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in  tlM  chat«h(  and  fM  'tfii  eM  w^e  establi^^d 

AoMMf  «41i^ 'otli^r  c)iatfge4  tWt  bad  tlAc^ 

Jlabe,  Mal^ltf  tlMMlib#«)r  ^  sfp«M!h  wad  liot  the 
)ost  ooaspiouotts.    Writing^  Wtlh^-elF^ry  ^tii^ 

ilie4|tfttlky9t/>faii4iniBappU«tMotf <  dfHiiit  faited ;  Hhd 

oiiieeft ;  ^.)lffl|)Mb^6fti1^MfM  >dritriiha)>  <^^ ; 
and  lltt)se^  aMllittA^y  liMl»  ilte^^ 
{MnMlttcied  it^f 'ftim^  ile«-ea^^''<  OniteM  #as  a 
gwB^rlil  d«toi^4faiti8Jt  ^  ^trfbat^r  parid  to  ike 
|M>pe,  tihe  i^IIJIk  ^  ttt^el^g^^^a^d  th^  pTi>fiR(ioii 
with  mhkck  iMHsi^iM'  weire'  actti^Md  ^^tta  M  M-- 
kausted  tyeasutv. 

The  Ba«lite,  alid  *  variety  ef  ^BolbrdlSMle 
prisons,  bad*  alwayer opened 'timr  dreadfii)  dun- 
^eeaa  at  tbe  virioeof  an  aWacAotl^  prince^;  a  ff«e 
-press,  which  leaT^  tba  badmiQiaterliltt'eMee 
€>f  Ms  doty  or  hi»' dishonour/  was  still  «iiik«5Wft ; 
and  le^tret  ^-tachety  acM  pyi»ltely  towaitia'tlie 
end  of  the  krte  reign,  hfiid  Doeki  jaunted  daring 
the  early  part  of  the  present^  with  scandsdoiis 
impunity.  -       ' 

The  balk  of  the  people  wiltt{<(^terikwd«il^ 
with  taxes,  many*  of  lAMh  wefe  rather  oppfiB#9iv« 
than  productive  :>  olBees  ootferrin^  noMrty  ifreUe 
publicly  bought  and  aoM';'  WbHe*^  aoUe^'were 
exempt  frtfOi  the  operation  ef  '{anposts^  aad  tlie 
elergy  eoat^tited  ovly  what >  they  {Ae«l^  iMAf^ 
the  name  oiubenffediimee.  >••;  ^.v 

>  Tte AMettpfttiUna  WtMy  ttttM}b«lht  Md!  tlia 
tairta^  wei^  eon^dered  a»  ^erMitabl^  ^  *  Ute  pkf^ 
beian^<«i«»e'eqiclllded4bin  atl'the'hfigli  iMRees  of 
the  state,  and  the  p^9fe9Bion  <rf  Orthn^  dotfe 
boaooreMe,  wai  eonseerated- to  the '  «tljoy meat 
of  fl  partteal^  cast :  -to  eMhunand  a  4^e^BaeH9y^0t* 
a  man  of  war,  it  w«»  neceMar?  to  foe  a  m>blk  '** 
The  people  being  thos  left  destiiNif^  of  redieM 
or  proteetioa ;  the  iioyal  authority  pai%indt»t  and 
anbonnded ;  tbe  laws  ireaal^,  the  peasantf^  tfp^ 
'pressed  j  agrienltare  in  a  binraAiifg  -  dtiit^ ; 
bommeree  censiderod  as*  deg/adih^;  tbepilblib 
rerenues  farmed  tmt  to  greeiy  finaacieiiv^    the 

Ciblic  money  coasumed  by  a  eourt  wattowing^  in 
xury,  and  et^ry  institiHt^fi*  aft  VflfriatlO^  ti4lfa 
jastice,  policy,  and  reason  ;*^a^  change  ^beeamie 
ineritable  iu  the  ordinary  course  of  homaa  evcfita, 
and  like  all  andden  aUerhtioivs  in  corniat  atatea, 
was  aeeomnanied  witheTilsandcrimee,  liiatmade 
many  good  men  look  bach  oa  thoaaicient  dea- 
potbffl  with  a  sigh. 

SECTION  V. 

FROM  the  contemplation  of  the  various  and 
multipliedi-causes  that  produced  the  destruction 
of  the  maaarchy  of  France,  it  is  proper  to  turn  to 
a  review  of  the  events  that  attended  aad  flowed 
Irom  the  revoiwtioii  it' that  oeaiitry. 
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'  WbilethedejfHities,  Jnc*pabl6  of  making  any  ^decT.  V. 

resistance,  sftood  aghast/; the  citizens  of  l^ris  "" 

wer&'t«rititrg  measures  io  ^Iter  iHb  destiay  qftbe 

a^eitobfy,-  the -monaKfb,'  and'the  empire:    They 

bej^  by  earthy ing  in  tririmftah  Hhebusts  of  Necter 

kh&  the  Dake  of  Orleans,  "each  ^'iMMth  had 

be^ii,  af  dllibroiit  «imes,'«h^  ^M»«r^t>^de^fi4ki&tn. 

'•BdaWjattadhed  by  i^^tr^of'^b^'4loyaiA!le^ 

''maam/ §«^rtf1  piMon^  werewou»t<^  imttlie 

'>{K{iaM'wM^AVle^iliki%bMgi^'to«lA«^f^  in  tho 

■t^^illeriW;    ••  r-*^/-i    -     ■    /''-•-■^    :.' 

'-■'  '  It  w4^tf^!tnifiici4fl«atp«rioA,AatGoTSas,thoii 

a#cho(^KMiat^,i^aad  alftetward»  a  dlaf|^m j^*  with  a 

»t«tol#ria^  v«ite,  4(!iinthmed''tbharang«fe  a  lar^ 

bo^49f'oitizeitfft'iti'  one  <p}ayt^^;  at  th6ssm>e  dnfo 

that  C^fl^li^  dllsmoiilbfs,  %  celebrated'  adYoc^t^, 

wilh  a  pifitol'  90  eaeli  hand,  addressed  -aUr  elo«}a^ftt 

•oratioH  to  the  9ur¥oanding  multifade  ih-anotlier; 

and'  ftfter -b^ng  ^xhaaoted  with  fattgt^,    aatt 

rendered  anable  to  proceed,    still  oMtriv^  4ci 

artiMff^o  the  wofda-^«  T^  ai^msi  f  td  arms  V* 

*  While^tb^  womeaaiid  diildren,  tert'ifled  M 
the4\fst  app^anitice  df  the  troops,  rerft^  the*  ahr 
with  their  shi^Aktt  and  lUmeitMit^Oiia^*  thle«^nh 
bell«««a^iwagitt  et^ry  parish  \  fhe^heat^es  were 
slrtipf ;  ijaanona  'iVere  fired  by  W^yof  trfgnflil-;  some 
>^  the  citM^94)farricadoed  ApA  hoasei?^  and  pr^ 
p&redtodoieadtbam^fesagainitdieassai^Mts ; 
whil^  tbe^m^iltitadi^,  unp#6iMdod  nftthaay  oert«4ii 
means  of  ffapnbyailce>,  raiAved  iaio,  aild  adzed  all 
^  ^irnis  to  be  Jtomid  iatbe  shops  of 'the  gnw- 
si^^tiifs  etnd  armourers,  and  ^Aken  procasded 
iWard^  Are  town-hoasei 

Iw  this  erHical  «aomtat|  whien  every  thioj^ 
depend^  oathe  eondac^ 'adopted  by  ^  FrenoH 
gai^rdSj  the  Marquia  ide '^valadii  fomeity  an 
4#i^er  ia  that  ootrn^  repaired:  ta^itie  barraeks, 
and  <;oiitriV(Nl  toiioxcitd'  flit^r  passAona,'>  arouse 
th^  (Kmbitfcwj  antl'  subdaer' AeirUdliity.  JIrt 
aifM^ '  o'dock '  in'- ikef  «evaaiiig,  tiiey  aoeordingly 
4aHl0d  ovt,  wbeh- beittg^^iaed  bjr  patroles  at 
IMledr  altiaens^'  as  waU  'as*  by  a  mefa,  many  af 
trhom  carried  tordhefivtheyattawed  and  disperse 
aeompanjrofthetibijWtAllaBhaiidei  Thefagkitas 
having  ratraat«d  'ta  thb  uaia  %ody  of  their  regiw 
itlent  pasted'  iu'  -die  Fbue  de  Lohu  XV.  tweWa 
handred  oip^  tiia*  guards  repaired^  to  ^e  Puklit 
JSfdi/al/yfAieve  tbeyheid^a  ooaadi  of  war,  and  a^ 
length  determined,  tiM^ughdeatitate  of  l^othoftcen 
and  artillery, ,  to  give  facile  to  the  foreign  trbepB. 
-^They  aceordiAgly  commeaeed  their  march, 
obtained  a  complete  victory^  obliged  th^rn  to 
nfhreat,  dnove  them  before  tbon  U>ii^Boukvardi^ 
and  at  length  forced  all  the  regular  troops  to 
evacuate  Paris,  and  withdraw  to  Versmllctf,  where 
they  spread  dismay  and  coftaternation  among  the 
adherents  of  the  court,  whose  projects  had  been 
thus  anticipated  and  diaconoerted,  tbe  eveninfg  of 
the  14th  of  July,  having  been  the  day  fixed  for 
an  attack  oa  the  capital.  ^ 
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SecT.  T.  An  extraonlinary  circumstance  occurred  at 

this  moment,  which  tended  not  a  little  to  produce 
and  accelerate  the  catastrophe  that  ensued. 
Twenty  thousand  men  of  difTerent  nations,  who 
had  been  employed  in  cutting  roads  over  Mont- 
martre^  but  who  were  now  without  bread  and 
without  occupation,  threatened  to  plunder  the 
capital,  which  was  itself  rapidly  approaching  to 
a  state  of  famine.  These  banditti  bad  alr^Kiy 
approached  to  the  suburbs,  and  after  burning  the 
outlet  called  the  zvhite  barrierSy  began  to  enter 
several  houses. — To  meet  this  emergency,  it  was 
resolved  to  form  a  city  militia,  and  the  citizens 
ran  in  crowds  to  inscribe  their  nam^,  as  the 
defenders  of  tlieir  country.  Arms  being  still 
wanting,  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  men  ran  to 
the  hospital  of  the  invalids,  seized  on  the  artillery, 
and  obtained  possession  of  about  fifty  thousand 
muskets,  sabres,  and  pikes,  which  had  been  con- 
cealed there. 

The  citizens  were  immediately  marshalled, 
and  more  than  sixty  thousand  enrolled  and  dis- 
tributed into  companies ;  patroles  were  established 
in  every  district;  the  Serjeants  and  grenadiers 
of  the.  French  guards  were  appointed  officers : 
Gannon  were  immediately  posted  on  the  Pont 
Neuff  the  Pont-lio^aly  and  iu  all  the  avenues 
leading  to  Versailles  ;  while  the  Place  Dauphiniy 
admirably  situated  for  this  purpose,  was  provided 
with  a  numerous  artillery,  and  became  the  head- 
quarters of  the  patriotic  army,  as  it  now  began  to 
be  oalled. 

The  revolution  had  thus  actually  commenced; 
and  some  unknown  individual,  on  the  morning 
of  the  I4tb  of  July,  after  attracting  the  atten- 
tion of  the  citizens,  exclaipied— >*^  Let  us  take  the 
BasliUr^  Tlie.  name  of  this  fortress,  which 
recalled  to  the  memory  of  the  people  every  thing 
hateful  and  odious  in  the  ancient  despotism,  ope- 
rated with  all  the  effect  of  electricity.  The  cry 
t>f  ^^  To  the  Bastile  T'  resounde<l  from  rank  to 
rank,  from  street  to  street,  from  the  Palcus-Royal 
to  the  suburbs  of  St.  Antoine.  An  army  com- 
posed of  citizens  and  soldiers,  provided  with, 
pikes  forged  during  the  night,  with  muskets  pro- 
cured at  the  Invalids,  with  gilded  lances  and 
battle-axes,  snatched  from  the  Garde  Meubk,  was 
Unn^diately  formed,  and  the  French  guards  were 
prevailed  upon  to  join  this  motley  crew.  During 
the  attack,  the  insurgents  were  joined  by  a  detach- 
ment of  grenadiers  of  Ruffeville,  and  fusileers  of 
liubersac  ;  and  though  a  formidable  resistance 
was  made  by  de  Ijaunay,  the  governor,  the  gates 
were  at  length  forced,  the  besiegers  entered,  and 
a  castle  was  taken  by  storm  in  less  than  four 
tumriy  which  had  menaced  France  for  nearly  as 
many  ages,  and  which  an  army,  headed  by  the 
great  Coiid6,  bad  formerly  besieged  in  vain  during 
ihree  and  twenty  days. 

I>(»  Launay,  whose  name  had  beeti  long  odious 


to  the  Parisiamy  was :  put  to  death  in  bis  way  to 
the  town-house ;  M.  de  Losine,  the  major^  m  mau 
of  great  humanity,  unhappily  experienced  a  simi- 
lar fate  ;  Requait,  a  suDalt^n  officer,  who  had 
prevented  the  governor  from  settiug  fire  to  the 
powder  magaaine,  was  also  kiHed  ;  and  the  whole 
garrison  woald  periiaps  have  been  sacrificed  bjr 
an  enraged  popuhtce,  had  it  not  been  for  the  ^ene-' 
rons  intervention  of  the  French  guards,  vrhe 
petitioned  for,  a^d  obtained  meroy. 

In  the  mean  tiane,  De  Hea8eles,the  pro'rost 
of  the  merdiaats,.  having  been  accused  d'  a  con- 
spiraey,  e^aped  from  the  Hotel  de  Ville,.  but  was 
shot  ill  the  Place  de  Greve^  and  bia  head  carried 
about  in  procession  with  that  of  the  govearnor  of 
the  BastHe :— .a  horrid  kind  «f  spectacle,  which 
at  length  accustomed  the  people, to. the  spilling 
of  human  blood,  and  iQt  loose  aU  the  furies  of 
vengeance  and  proscription. 

The^  events,  which  had  been  carefully  con- 
cealed from  the  unfortunate  monarch,  although 
they  occurred  at  seven  in  the  afternoon,  were  first 
CQmmunic^ted  ^  ^iIn  by  the,  Puke  de  Liancourt, 
who  repaired  to  bis  chamber  at  midnight,  and 
made  him  acquaintiKt  with  the  situation  of  the 
capital.     On  the  succeeding  morning  his  m^enty 
repaired  to  the  assembly,  and  intimated  that  he 
h^  given  orders  for  the  retr^tof  the  troops  ;  on 
this  a  deputation  of  eighty  four  members  was  sent 
to  communicate  the  mteiligence  to  the  citiseus, 
who  now  elected  M.  Bailly  mayor  of  Paris,  an4 
iutrusled  the  commajid  of  the.  aa^nal  guard  to 
theMarqnia/de  la  Fayette. 

The  Bastile  was  imvtediately  deviled  to  de^ 
struc^ion :  the  unhappy  prisoners^  were  released 
in  triumph ;  instruments  of  torture  were  drsLgged 
from  the  dungeons,  and  exposed  to  day ;  aud  the 
destiny  of  the  monarch  and  the^manarohy  soenied 
to  be  already  decided. 

Many  of  tlie  grandees,  alarmed  in  the  highest 
degree  at  the  revolutionary  mDvemeats  in  tbc^ 
capital,  resolved  to  emigrate,  and  the  Count 
d' Artois,  for  whom  it  was  reserved,  after  a  lapse  of 
five  and  twenty  years,  to  be  reinstated  in  his  right 
of  succession  to  the  throne  of  France,  having  beea 
informed  that  a  price  was  set  upon  his  he^d, 
escaped  with  his  two  sons,  during  the  night. 
The  Princes  of  Conde  and  Conti,  as  well  as  the 
Dukes  de  Luxembourg  and  Vauguioa,  quickly  fol- 
lowed, and  iheif  examples  soon  became  epidemic. 

In  the  meantime,  while  the  assembly  was  yet 


1  Tavernier, 

2  Piijade, 

3  I^  Roche, 

4  TheCountdcSolasreB 


5  Dc  T^liyte,  supposed  to  btf 

an  EDglishmftn, 

6  La  Caurege,  and 

7  Bechade. 


It  appoari  clearly  from  llie  annals  of  the  Bastile,  that 
mAanity  or  idiotism  generally  results  irom  the  system  of 
secret  imprisonnijeni ;  of  the  seven  prisoners  ejuimerated 
abo?e,  two  were  aoiually  seat  to  amaa-bonse. 
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uacectaia  of  4te  own  fal^aadittALpf  the  ^^^^^i 
it  detenaitied  ia  case  of  the  worsti  to  *  ^Ve 
behind  it  a  monument  of  its  patriotism  and  ^^al» 
The  following  celebrated  ^^  Declaration  of 
RiQHTs/'  the  ground  work  of  the  new  consti- 
4;ution^  was  aqcqirdingljrYoted,  after  three  different 
plans  had  been  sul»ipitted  by  ha.  Favette^  Atpu* 
nier,  and  Sieyes,  and  preheated  to .  the  King  on 
theSd  of  September,^  1791}  and  at,  leqgth^pb- 
tained  the  sanction  of  Jjiis  M^jesty^^  /     .  ^ 

'«  The  iUprefln«Mfm  %f ihefWiM^  peof^,  fyaM  into 
a  natiowil  RMeiQb]gry€oii^eri9gth;||^i|^9<uaiioev.f^^ 
aess,  or  coateip^t  of  the  BiUfliti  ofMen^  are  the  jsole  ca4i8e9 
or  public  grieyan'ces,  and  or.the  corruption  of  government, 
have  resplvei]  to  exh^  '^  ^  Qoletnn  DedsratLon,  tii^  ntftnraf, 
unalienable,  iksuSt  MeredF  I^lfhtt  (^MaOy  in  ord#>  tiiat  this 
IDfeclaratiQiif  e^cv (iKseiitib  all  .ik&iiimheHitif  ^^^jftciAjL 
B0i>v,  may  iacea^tly  revahtfd  tiian  of  their  Rights  and  of 
•their  Duties ;  to  the  end,  that  the^  t^cts  of  the  jLei^islative 
'Potver  and  those  df  the  £xe<^ufii^e  Powei*,  being*  aN^  to  be 
*ev^ry  ntometft  cmnpared  with-tiie  enA  of  all  potitieil  institu* 
tions,  may  acquire  the  mortnaiytm  $.  in  onler  abo^ .  tlmt  llie 
i^menalniBceB  of  tbd  citit«M»  ftMunded  henoefpr|inrd  on 
simple  aadincoiftqstible  princi^lea,  may  e?er.t«n4  to  maixi- 
tain  the  Constitution,  and  to  promote  tliegeneralgoodl 

"  For  tills  reason,  the  Nfttional  Assembly  recos^iises,  and 
declare,  in  the  presence  of,  and  under  the  auspices  of  the 
•Supreme  Beihg,  the  follow! n^'Rif  htsbf  lf«f  Mkl  ot*Cltiseii»*: 

1.  Men  were  born,  and  ahwayir  vinitiAue,  fiM,  and 
equal inrespectto'theiTMliti^;  CiTiidistisibtiQip,  tb«M«t^ 
canha  only  founded  m^piSiicntili^.  I 

2.  The  «nd  of  allpaliticfl  asuyiatJQPft  is^  the  preservaj- 
tioB  of  the  .natural  and  impre^riptible  rigl^ts^ofmao  ;  an^ 
these  rights  are  liberty,  property,  security,  and  the  resistance 
•of  oppressiop.      *  '  '  "    *' 

8.  Tfie '  nation  is  ess^titelly  the  sisiirce  of  •  all  ImM^ 
tei^ty ;  norctfirifny  itidividusi,  "or  ifny .  haSsf  of  warn:,  W 
•entitlea  to  any  authority  which.  ^  not  ej|preM|ly  -  dsrivdl 
framiL      .  ,  .  ,        , 

4.  Political  Uberty  consists  ^n  the  power  of  doing  what- 
ever doth  not  injure  another. '  The  exercise  of  fhe  natural 
rights  of  every  man,  has  no  other  Umits  than  ^ose  whiA 
lire  n^essary  to  secure  to  evt^  other  man  the  ^ree^xanut 
of  the  same  rights  ;  *  asd  Ibe^llnitls  sve  detenmaalUe  alon^ 
by  the  law. 

5.  Tiie  law  ooght  only  to  proliibit  fictions  hurtful,  to 
society.  Wliat  is  nut  prohibited  by  the  law  should  not  be 
hindered;  nor  should  any  one  he  compelled  to  that  which 
the  law  does  not  require. 

6.  The  law  is  an  eTpression  of  the  wiH  of  thfe  eoui* 
munity .  All  citizens  fative  a  ri{j[fat  to  oanour,  either  pciBonally 
or  by  their  representativeS|  in  its  formation.  U  should  he  the 
same  to  all,  whether  it  protects  or  punishes ;  and  ^  being 
equal  in  its  sight,  are  equally  elig-ible  to  honours,  places,  ana 
I'mployments,  according  to  their  diffiereol  abilities,  without 
any  other  distincttoa  than  that  created  by  their  virtties  and 
talents. 

7.  No  than  should  be  accused,  arrested,  or  held  in  con* 
finement,  esecept  in  cases  determined  by  the  law,,  andac- 
cor^ling  to  the  mnns  which  it  has  prescrioed.  All  who  pro- 
mote, solicit,  execute,  or  cause  to  he  executed,  arbitrary 
orders,  ought  to  be  punished :  and  every  citizen  called  upon 
or  apprehended  by  virtue  of  the  law,  ought  innnediately  to 
obey,  and  be  rendj^rs  hiiutelf  culpable  by  resistanc^e. 

8.  The  law.  ought  to  impose  no  other  penalties  than 
such  as  are  abso^ely  and  eviueutly  necessary  ;  and  no  one 
ought  to  be  puiushel  but  in  virtue  of  a  law  promulgated 
feetore  Uie  offence,  and  legally  applied. 

(No,  1.) 


9.  Every  man  being,  presumed  innocent  until  he  has  Sscr.  V< 
been  convicted,  whenever  nis  detention  becomes  indispensa-  v^^^-v^ 
hie,  all  rigour  to  him,  more  than  is  necessary  to  secure  hb       1789 
person,  ought  to  be  provided  against  by  the  law. 

10.  No  man  ought  to  be  molested  on  aoeount  of  his 
opinions,  not  eveuAon  account  of  bis  rdigious  opioi<ms| 
provided  bis  avowal  of  them  does  not  disturb  the  public 
order  established  by  the  law. 

11.  The  unre^j(rained  communication  of  thoughts  and 
bpuiions  being  one  df  the  most  precious  rig^  of  man,  everjf 
mtizen  aay  sveak,  write,  and  publish  fraely,  provided  he 
is^ieBpoMilie  Ibr^  ahose  of  bis  liberty  in  cases  detennined 
by  the  law. 

.13.  A  puUic  force  being  necessary  to  give  security  to 
the  rights  01  men  and  citizens,  that  force  is  instituted  for.  the 
benefit  of  the  coijf  munity,  and  not  f<»r  the  particular  benefit 
of  the  persons  to  Irh^m  it  is  intrusted. 

'  13:  A  cotnmon  contribution  bdhg  necessary  for  the  sup- 
port of  til*  pubKc  force,  ami  for  dsfrayinff  the  other  ex- 
peiM:es of  goverpment^ i|  ou^it  tohe dividedeqaally  amoag 
the  members  of  the  community  aco^iog  to  their  abilities.  . 

14.  Every  citizen  has  a  right,  either  by  himself  or  hi^ 
representative,  to  a  tree  voice  in  determining  the  necessity 
ofpubGc  cotitribtttions,  the  appropriation  of  tnem,  and  their 
amount,  mode  of  assessment,  ana  duration. 

16.  Every  commuhity  has  a  right  to  demand  of  all  its 
agents  mo  aoennnt  of  their  oondnci.  * 

'  10.  Btery  .community  in  which  a  separation  of  powers' 
nod  nseeuri^yjif  rights  is  not  provided  for,  wants  a  consti- 
tution; 

17.  The  ag\^  to  {ffoper^  being  inviolable  and  sacred, 
no  one  ought  to  be  deprived  of  it,  except  in  cases  of  evident 
public  necessity,  l^rally  ascertained,  and  on  condition  of  a 
)>revToiiB  just'i^Pilemnity. 

"^  The  National  AssBMBLT,  .desirous  of  establishing  th^ 
Vretuh  CflOstitutiDnon  the  principles  whick  it  has  just  how 
jreooguiM^  and  declared,  abolish^  urevocably  those  insti- 
tutions, which  are  injurious  to  liberty,  and  equality  or 
rights.     ''.... 

**  Tbei^  is  no  longer  any  nohiUiv,  nor  peerage ^  nor  liere- 
dUavy  iiigtinctioHt^  nor  difference  cfarderg^  norfBudalgO" 
ipcfiimfeMls,  Bar  pair iaumuUjimtdietumf  nor  any  of  the  iiilee^ 
fkmomnuitmtSf  and  preragatiou  which,  are  derived  from 
them ;  nor  any  of  the  orders  of  cMvalry^  anrparationSy  or 
dccorftwne^  for  which  proofs  of  nobility  were  required ;  noir 
any  kind  of  superiority  .but  that  of  public  functionariee,  in 
the  exercise  of  their  functions.  > 

'  **  No  public  oAce  is  hencefbrth  her^tUiM^  or  purehtueMe, 

*^  No  part  of  the  nsition,  nor  any  individual,  can  hence- 
forth  possess  any /mWe^  or  exception,  from  the  coQunon 
rights  of  all  Frenchnien. 

"  There  are  no  more  wardenMpe  or  eagponUums  in  pro-^ 
fessions,  arts,  or  trades. 

**  The  law  recognizes  no  longer  any  religious  vont^ 
nor  any  other  engagement  which  woulu  be  contrary  to 
natural  rights,  or  to  the  Constitution.''  * 

The  attention  of  the  ass^nbijr  was  now  snd^ 
denly  diTerted  from  the  formation  of  a  constitu- 
tional code,  to  the  unhappy  situation  of  the  empire 
in  consequence  of  the  anarchy  that  succeeded  the* 
extinction  of  the  ancient  despotism^  and  for  which 

it  was  found  difficult  to  administer  any  immediate 

.  -    • 

*  The  Constitution  drawn   up  upon  the  bases  here, 
subjoined,  being  nfuch    too    vohimmous  to  appear  in  this' 
place,  will  be  given  tit  full  length  in^  an  oppendii  to  this 
work. 
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or  eif^ctual  relief. '  It  is  tiruly  himeAtable,  that 
among  the  many  ills  originating;  from,  or  inherent 
in  slavery^  it  renders  its  victims  long  unfit  for  tb« 
e^joynaent  «f  the  very-  blessingB  they  have  panted 
after :  'and  that  ^  the  ^nfrandiised  bondman,  like 
the -miserable  prisoner,  long  immured  in  a  gloomy 
dungeon,  is  utterly  unable  at  first  to  enjoy  the 
genial  light  of  liberty.  We  accordingly  find, 
that  the  vassalage  of  several  centuries  had^stefrlea 
the  hearts  of  a  /great  portion  of  the  itaiiAHi'to 
humanity,  and  instead  oi  deriving  happiness  from 
the  transition,  many  dreamed  only  of  avenging 
the  ivroir^t$  of  ages  in  the  blood  of  their  oppres* 
sors,  and  of  obtaining  that  wealth  from  plunder 
which  they  had  hitherto  been  deprived4be  chance 
of  acquiring,  by  prejudice  and  injustice. 

All  the  great  cities  were  at  the  same  time 
agitated  by  th&  dread  of  famine,  and  the  necessi^ 
ties  of  the  populace,  fanaticised  by  the  spirit  of 
the  times,  unfortunately  mistook  licentiousness 
for  liberty,  while  Paris,  tlie  cradle  of  therevo- 
lution^  contfuned  a  prodigious  number  of  indivi- 
duals, whose  daily  subsisteiioe  arose  from  fraud 
and  violence  i^one.-  The  peasantry,  but  too  long 
oppressed  by  their  lords,  seemed  to  consider  this 
as  a  favourable  opportunity  for  making  reprisals : 
unliappily  they  were  not  content  with  the  libera- 
tion of  themselves  and  children  from  manual  ser- 
vitude. Many  of  the  castles  of  the  nobles  were 
ftOc<NrdiDgly  atlaeked,  pillaged,  and  buraed ; 
while  they  tliemselvesv  with  their  wives  and  Aeir 
offirpring,  by  a  sad  reverse,  were  now  exposed  to 
themsults,  the  menaces,  and  sometimes  even  the 
vengeance  of  the  unhappy  villagers.  *  fitany, 
however,  were  tlie  instances  in  which  a  generous 
oblivion  ensued,  and  only  in  a  few  cases  did  the 
Igood  and  beneficent  landholder  experience  ingra-* 
titude  as  a  retribotion  for  his  benevolence. 

The  assembly,  fully  impressed  with  the  ne- 
cessity of  restoring  peace  and  tranquillity,  passed 
a  decree  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  August,  en- 
joining the  taxes  to  be  paid  ae  usual,  and  enfovc- 
ing  the  law  for  the  security  of  persons  and  of  pro-» 
perty.  But  in  the  course  of  that  celebrated  night 
a  memorable  measure  wds  proposed  and  carried, 
and  to  the  honour  of  the  nobles,  it  must  be  ac- 
knowledged to  have  originated  with  them.  This 
measure  was  no  less  than  the  abolition  of  the 
feudal  system  : — ^that  system  of  privileges  and 
exemptions  to  one  clasa  of  the  community,  and  of 
oppression  and  tyranujf  to  the  other,  was  atx^ish^ 
ed,  and  it  was  declared  tliat  henceforth  in  France 
there  should  be  only  one  law,  one  nation,  one 
family,  and  one  honourable  title^that  of  a  French 
citizen. 

On  the  succeeding  day  it  was  suggested,  that 
as  tithes  operated  in  the  manner  of  a  premium 
against  agriculture  and  a  tax  upon  industry, 
that  they  should  be  immediately  suppressed  ;  this 
was  at  first  strenuously  opposed  by  the  cl^gy, 


partieulariy  by  the  Abbd  Sieyes,  but  this  Archbi- 
shop of  Paris  at  length  consented  in  the  name  of 
himself  and  his  bre&ren. 

The  next  object  that  engaged  the  attention 
of  the  assembly  was  .the  constitution  ;  and  after  a 
■variety  of  long  and^  interesting  debates,  France 
was  (Uvided  into  eighty-three  departments — the 
Salifications 'of  the  electors  were  fixed — lettres 
a?  *cachet  were  abolished— the  sale  of  ofHees  made 
criminal — ^the  feudal  svstem  annihilated — all  dis^ 
tinCtioBa  of  orders  abolished* — biennial  legisla- 
tures T^ere  agreed  to'—iruspefiJire  r^^o  on  all  laws 
waB  granted  to  the  King — and  the  representatives 
were  to  form  but  one  chamber^ 

The  national  ass^nbly  had  by  this  time  ae«- 
•quired  an  ascendency  over  the  nation,  and   its 
popularity  was  daily  increasing  both  in  the  capital 
and  the  provinces.    Between  the  assembly  and 
the  court  considerable  jealousies  existed,   which 
were- heightened  by  the  introduction  of  a  corps 
of  Swiss  guards  into  the  metropolis  ;  and  while 
affairs  were  in  tliis  situation,  the  inhabitants  of 
Paris,  goaded  on  by  famine,  were  thrown  into  a 
state  of  violent  agitation.     The  commotion  began 
amang  the  womeoj  who  ran  about  the  .streets, 
crying  out  ^*  Bread !  Bread  I''  on  the  morning  of 
the  5th  of  October.    Seising  on  a  person  of  the 
name  of  Maillard  they  forced  him  to  become  their 
conductor  ;    and  being  joined  by  a  multitude  of 
armed  men,  and  followed  by  a  companj^  of  the 
volunteers  of  the  Bastile;  and  several    cannon, 
ihey  set  out  for  Versailles,  the  residence  of  the 
Royal  Family.    The  national  guards,  a<;tuated 
by  a  similar  impulse,  insisted  on  marching*  thither 
also ;  and  La  Fayette,  after  obtaining  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  municipality,   deemed  it  prudent  to 
accede  to  the  proposition.     He  was  unable,  bow- 
ever,  to  prevent  the  events  that  ensued ;  for  9ome 
of  the  mob,  having  burst  into  the  castle,  sacri^ 
ficed  two  of  the  body  guards  to  their  fury,  and 
the  life  of  the  Queen  was  perhaps  saved  by  the 
gallantry  of  a  third,  called  Miomaodre.    The 
guards  now,  for  the  first  time,  placed  the  national 
cockade  in  their  bats,  and  supplicated  for  mercy. 
On  this  the  popular  fury  seemed  to  subside,  but 
the  cry  of  **  To  Paris  !  to  Paris  !'*   clearly  inti- 
mated their  intentions,  and  his  Majesty  thought 
proper  to  comply.  The  King  accordingly  repaired 
thither,  on  the  dth  of  October,  preceded  by  an 
executioner,  between  two  wretches  each  carrying 
a  bloody  head  on  a  pike,  accompanied  by  an  im-^ 
mense  mob,  a  deputation  of  two  hundred  mem- 
bers of  the  uational  assembly,  the  troops  of  Paris, 
»nd  the  French  guards,  who  had  prevented  much 
violence  and  bloodshed. 

1790. — ^In  the  nudst  of  this  disorder,  a  national 
bankruptcy  was  apprehended,  to  avert  which  the 
territorial  possessions  of  the  clergy  were  declared 
at  the  disposal  of  the  nation,  and  written  assigna- 
tions were  given  on  this  fund^  which  obtained  the 


^^^Hvcnim, 


U 


name  of  timgnais.  The  Khig'  had  already  JPe* 
pfiired  to  the  assembly^  and  givea  the-sanotioii 
of  his  name  to  the  new  constitiitiol^ :  -  and  the 
nation,  almost  frantic  with  joy  at  its  dellTeranee 
from  regal  and  'feudal  bondage,  celebrated- the 
anniversary  of  the  captare  of  the  Bastile,  on  the 
14th  of 'July,  the  epoch  whence  France*  now 
dated  lier  liberties^  in  th^  Champ  de  Mars,  at 
which  appeared  tihe  Kingj  therepreaentatiTes  of 
the  nation,  depntatidns  from  all  the  military  and 
naval  bodied  •  in  the-  kingdom,  in  addition  to 
B<H),OO0  spectators  of  both  sexes:  and  at  the 
close  of  which,  the  monarchy  the  national  assem-^ 
Uy,  and  the  armed  citizens^  took  a  solemn  oath 
to  mmntain  the  constitution. 

The  spirit  of  anarchy  and  disotganization 
continued  however  to  spread  over  the  kingdom  of 
France,'  and- the  discontents  of  the  nobility  and 
clergy  at  the-new  order  of  things,  rose  to  such 
a  height,  as  to  produce  an  insurrection  and  a 
civil  war  in  La  Vendee. 

1791.— The  King,  Queen,  their  children, 
and  Madame  Elizabeth,  fled  from  the  capital,  on 
the' 20th  of  June,  and  took  the- road  to  Mont'^ 
Inedy,  her  Majesty*  personating^  the  Baroness  de 
KnoflT,  and  her  consort  the  superititbndant  of  her 
family.  No  obstacle  intervened  until  their  arri- 
val at  Yarennes,  when  Louis  was  recognized  by 
Drouet,  "the  post-master  of  St.  Menehould,  and 
detained  in  consequence  of  bis'  zeal.  Paul  le 
Blanc,  and  Joseph  Por^ctn,  two  national  guards; 
were  the  first  to  stop  the  carriage,  which  was 
drawn  by  six  horses,  and  accompanied  by  three 
out-riders.  After  some  delay,  the  King  and  his 
family  wei'e  re-conducted  on  their  way  back  to 
the  capital,  in  the  face  of  a  large  »body  of  the 
Royal  Alkmaande.  His  Maje^y^s  blather,  Mon^ 
^ieur,  was,  hovrever,  more  fortunate,  for  he  fled 
nearly  at  the  same  time,  and  arrived  at  MonSi 
without  experiencing  aiiy  interruption. 

At  length,  the  royal  family  approached  the 
capital,  conducted  by  the  citizens  of  Yarennes, 
ond  sufrrouhded  by  an  immense  body  of  national 
guards.  More  than  half  a  miUion  of  spectators 
filled  the  streets  and  squares  as  the  captive 
monarch  '  passed  along  to  the  Thuilleries,  but 
neither  reproaches  nor  murmurs  were  heard  this 
day,  oh  the  contrary,  a  sullen  silence  prevailed ; 
not  a  single  hand  was  uplifted  to  express  joy  ; 
every  head  remained  covered  ;^  and  the  sovereign 
was  already  dethroned  in  the  hearts  of  Us 
Subjects. 

The  assembly  acted  upon  this  occasion  with 
great  magnanimity,  and  an  act  of  oblivion  took 
place.  In  order  to  prevent  further  tumult,  it 
declared,  that  "  the  Revolution  was  complete  :*' 
it  also  revised  its  former  decrees,  completed  the 
constitutional  act,  removed  the  suspension  im- 
posed upon  his  Majesty,  and  left  him  at  full  liberty 
either  to  accept  or  refuse  it. 


Th^  Kiiig  addressed  the  assembly  by  letter, 
on  the  I3tk  at  September,  and^  stated!  that  he  had 
given  his  sancticm  to  theeonstitufion ;  on  the  svto* 
ceeding  (ky,  be  repaired  inpersoA  tothe  ball,  and 
aflixed  Ins  signature  ;  a  decree  was  accordingly 
issued,  by  which  it  was  enjotned  that  the  King's 
solemn  declaration  should  bepmctaimed  through^ 
but  the  empire^  and  that  all  prisoners  oonfined  for 
debt  should  be  set  at  Kberty. 

Soon  aftei*  this  the  legislature  baring  con* 
lauded  the  object  of  its  missioB)  and  afforded  a 
prospect  of  freedom  to  the  nation^  dissolved  itself 
on  the  SOth  of  the- same  month,  the  president 
having  proclaimed,  ^'^  that  the  national  assembly 
declares  its  power  to  be  at  an  end^  and  that  it 
will  sit  no  longer.*''  • 

Thus  ended  the  labours  of  the  first,  com- 
monly called  the  Constituting  Assembly,  which 
possessed  a  number  of  distinguished  members, 
^hd  a  collection  of  talents  scarcely  to  be  8ui<^ 
passed  *in  theannakr  of  any  nation  upon  earth. 
Amongst  thase  were  a  number  of  persons  who 
have  since  distinguished  themselves  in  the  vari^ 
ous  periods  of  the  war,  and  some  of  whom  have 
nutlived  the  events  that  expelled  the  Bourbon 
race  of  kings  from  the  throne,  and  witnesssed  a 
revolution  still  more  extraordinary,  by  which  the 
sovereigns  of  that  house  have  again  been  restored 
to  the  throne  of  France.  Amongst  these  are 
found  the  name  of  the  Abbe  Sieves,  a  catfaolio 
priest,  at  once  a  profound  metaphysieian,  and 
an  adept  in  the  formation  of  constitntions :  Tai^ 
LBYRAND,  who  by  liviug  in  habits  of  familiarity 
with  the  most  celebrated  men  -of  the  age,  haa 
enhanced  his  own  reputation  ;  yet  at  the '  period 
in  question,  acquirea  less  notice  by  his  talents  in 
the  pulpit  and  the  tribune,  than  by  his  activity 
in  the  committees,  and-  his  facility  in  the  penning 
popular  addresses  to  the  nation  ;  and  the  Abbb 
Maury,  since  invested  with  the  Roman  purple, 
and  who  had  acquired  considerable  preferment, 
by  the  splendor  of  his  clerical  talents.  Such  how- 
ever was  the  attachment  of  the  abbd  to  the  ancient 
goTemment,  that  he  wished  to  countenance  its 
very  abuses.  Possessed  of  a  ready  wit,  he  was 
indebted  for  his  life  to  a  joke  :*  and  his  happy 
talent  at  unpremeditated  oratory,  rendered  him 
the  second  man  in  the  assembly.  Mirabbau  was 
assuredly  the  first.  ^ 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  second,  or  Legist 
lative  Assembly,  the  constitutional  act  was  intro- 
duced with  great  ceremony,  and  every  deputy  in 
succession  ascending  the  rostirum,  and  placing  his 
hand  on  the  original,  swore  to  maintain  the  oon*. 
stitution  decreed  during  the  years  1789)  1790^ 


*  '^.Ah!  Messieum,  quaaO  vous  m'aureaausalalatir 
terne,  y  venrez-vous  plus  clair  ?"— Ah !  Sirs,  when  you 
have  put  roe  iato  the  lantherD,  do  you  think  you  wiU  see  any 
better  ? 
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At.  and  1701.  Prevtotta  to  tlie  appearauceof  the 
'  Ktng»  the  mode  in  which  he  was  to  be  receiTed 
and  addressed  underwQBt  a  long  discussion ;  and 
it  was  determined  that  the  expression  of  ^^  Sire,^^ 
should  be  omitted,  as  partaking  of  the  feudal 
forms,  and  that  of  '^  MajeHy^'*  as  incompatible 
with  a  limited  monarchy. 

The  emigration  now  became  greater  than 
before,  and  the  roads  were  covered  with  the 
nobles  and  priests  who  fled  in  all  directions: 
some  ranked  to  England,  others  reached  Aus- 
trian Flanders,  and  the  Electorates,  but  the 
chief  plaoe  of  rendezvous  was  Coblentz.  The 
French  princes  vesorted  to  'that  city  :  the  ancient 
household  troops  of  the  King  were  rer established 
there,  all  the  ceremonial  of  Versailles  was  prac- 
tised, and  the  Prince  of  Condd  actually  began 
to  assemble  an  army  of  malcontents. 

On  this  the  assembly  passed  a  decree,  (Oc- 
tober 14th)  declaring  Louis  Stanislaus  Xavier  to 
have  forfeked  bis  eventual  right  to  the  jregency 
if  he  did  not  return  within  t|ie  space  of  two 
months :  by  another,  all  the  French  thus  assem- 
.Med  were  proclaimed  traitors ;  wliile  a  third, 
drawn  up  \s^  Uie  form  of  a  manifesto,  renounced 
iu  future  al}  wars  for  the  sake  of  aggrandisement 
But  neither  did  the  two  first  of  these,  nor  a  law 
passed  against  the  non-juring  clergy,  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  King,  who  opposed  his  re/o,  by 
tito  advice  of  Lameth  and  Barnave,  members  of 
.the  farmer  assembly,  whom  he  was  pleased  to 
consult  upon  4his  critical  occasion. 

In  fine,  ^though  Louis  XVI.  had  made 
manysacri^ces,  hehad  not  regained  his  popu- 
larity.: and  it  i#  only  necessary  to  take  a  sup^fi- 
ciai  view  of  the  kingdom  at  this  eventful  period, 
in  order  to  progposticate  some  oi  the  various 
evils  that  i^e^dily  ensued . 

SECTION  VL 

FRANCE  at  this  moment  was  divided  into, 
ttud  distracted  by  contending  parties.  The  King 
was  averse  to  a  constitution  to  which  he  had 
Teluctantly  sworn.  Around  the  royal  standard 
appeared  to  be  assembled  a  remnant  of  the 
.ancient  nobility,  and  all  those  devoted  by  place, 
sentiment,  attachment,  or<prej.u^c^  to  the  crown. 
On  the  ottier  hand,  the  popular  cause  was  sus- 
tained in  the  assembly  Dy;%'  decided  majority ; 
Paris,  JBourdeaiuc,  MarseiUes,  all  the  great  dties 
now  participating  in  a  mmHcipal  .jurisdiction, 
were^devoted  to  it ;  and  as  it  had  s^s  yet  been 
•uncoota^inated  by  excess,  a  large  portion  of 
.the  population  of  Europe  beheld  the  new  order 
of  affairs  with  a  favourable  eye.  Many  of  the 
troops  of  the  line^  indeed,  still  entertained  a 
secret  enmity  to  u  constitution,  whii^,  while  k 
was  calculated  to  benefit  the  people,  and  even 
themselves,  lessened  th)s  power  aiid  influence  of 


the  prince ;  but  an  immense  multitude  of  national 
guards,  faithful  alike  to  their  interests  and- their 
oaths,  were  determined;  to  mjiintain  their  new- 
bom  liberties- at  the  expence  of  ^very  thing  dear 
to  them./  The  ascendancy  of  the  metropolis^ 
now  beoonne  the.  joint -residence  of  the  assembly 
and  the  Kio^,  contributed  also  to  give  a  decided 
preponderance  to  the  patriots,  iraile  the  asto^ 
nisbing  influence  of  ihe  press  soajrcely  admits  oJT 
calculation.  .  Evary  printing-house  in  the  capital 
teemed  with  productions  ;^  and)  in  addition  to 
innumerable  hand  and  posting  bilk,  jottrnals,  and 
regular  periodioal  works,  it  has  bean  estimated 
that,  during  the  first  years  of  the  ravdution,  no 
fewer  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  pamphlets  issued 
weekly  from  the  Shops  of  the  books^ers. 

Newspipers  of  all  kinds,  sizes,  forms,  and 
prices,  from  two  duodecimo  pages  to  two  sheets, 
and  from  a  halfpenny  io  a  Uvrty  were  regidarly 
published  to  the  amount  of  about  forty  :  The 
royaUsts  possessed  a  few ;  the  democratical  party 
a  multitude ;  the  constitutionalists  caimtenanced 
two  or  three ;  the  ministers  also  nad  theiir 
favourite  papei:^^  and  the  King  himself  was 
{lersuaded  to  waste  his  civil  list,  to  obtain  the 
support  of  a  few  of  the  editors. 

Lanjoinais,  a  deputy  to  the  states-general^ 
and  a  president  of  theiiationai.assembly,  was  the 
founder  of  a  politieal  society  called  the  Jacobin 
Club,  which  discussed  a  variety  of  important 
questions,  and  investigated  the  means  of  ensuriaip 
the  safety  and  prosperity  of  the  state.  It  origi* 
nated  in  1789,  under  tiie  denomination  of  the 
Breton  Club,  in  consequence  of  having  been  first 
established  by  the  representatives  of  Brittany; 
when  it  was  atterwards  frequented  l^y  several  of 
the  deputies  from  the  other  provinces  also,  the 
members  assumed  the  appellation  of  <<  The 
Friends  of  the  People  :'*  but  they  were  at  length 
better  known  by  the  place  where  they  assemble^ 
which  was  called  the  hall  of  the  jacobins,  from 
having  formerly  belonged  to  a  fraternity  of  Do- 
minican friars,  whose  patron  saint  was  of  that 
name.  The  most  celebrated  orators,  patriots, 
and  politicians,  for  sonoe  time  after  its  institutioi>| 
considered  it  as  an  admirable  engine  for  the  sus- 
tenance of  the  public  cause.  All  the  zealots  of 
democracy,  all  the  decided  enemies  to  the  Courl^ 
all  the  foes' to  the  privileged  orders,  and  many  c^ 
the  most  virtuous  and  moderate  members  of  the 
assembly,  at  first  appertained  to  it.  Its  ascen^ 
dancy  was  not  confined  to  Paris ;  with  every  city 
and  with  almost  every  village  in  France,  it  kept 
up  a  constant  intercourse,  by  means  of  twenty 
tliousand^//m^e£{  elubs,  wluch  looked  up  to  the 
central  meeting  in  tiie  capital  as  a  mother  society, 
imbibed 'all  its  notions,  diffused  all  its  opinions^ 
and  propagated  all  its  alarms.  ^  Sucl^  was  its 
influence,  that  the  legislative  body>was  often 
guided  by  its  decisions,  the  soldiers  were  permit- 
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ted  to  leave  their  barracks  in  order  to  frequent  its 
galleries,  labile  tbe  red  cap  of  the  president  was 
«een  by  turns  eneircling  the  brows  of  the  mayor 
•of  Paris,  elected  by  tbe  people,  and  the  minister 
of  state,  nominatea  by  the  king. 

But  although  its  power  had  greatly  increased, 
its  character  was  manifestly  on  the  wane. — The 
incendiary  motions,  the  outrageous  proceedings, 
and  the  equivocal  characters  of  many  of  the  ruling 
members,  had  cast  an  indelible  stain  upon  a  society, 
which,  after  counter-balancing  the  influence  of  the 
.  court,  and  efficaciously  serving  the  public  cause, 
by  the  talents  and  zeal  of  those  who  had  acquired 
for  it  a  dangerous  pre-eminence,  was  likely,  at  no 
distant  period,  to  endanger  the  fabric  of  national 
liberty,  by  its  unqualified  violence.  The  greater 
part  of  the  deputies,  and  some  respectable  private 
individuals,  had  accordingly,  withdrawn,  while 
the  names  of  many  of  those  most  conspicuous  for 
their  Tirtue,  patriotism,  or  oratorical  powers,  were 
erased  from  the  Jist  of  members  ^  and  the  c.om<» 
mittees  were  now  regulated,  and  the  chair  filled, 
according  to  the  secret  suggestions  of  two  or  three 
.ambitious  and  aspiring  individuals. 

-But  when  it  was  abandoned  by  most  of  the 
^' other  deputies,  'Maximilian  Robespierre,  one  of 
the  six  who  remained,  acted  frequently  as  presi- 
dent, and  at  length  acquired  a  complete  ascend- 
ency. Gloomy,  vindictive,  ferocious,  and  at 
once  replete  with  cowardice  and  malignity,  such 
was  his  matchless  hypocrisy,  that  he  concealed 
his  real  character  until  he  had  triumphed  over  his 
enemies;  and  such  his  unabating  envy,  that  he 
eonsidered  all  those  as  enemies,  whose  superior 
talents  and  virtues  had  procured  them  a  place  in 
the  public  esteem.  As  yet  his  reputation  was 
unstained  by  crimes,  but  even  now  he  appeared 
to  be  secretly  contemplating  an  original  and 
monstrous  species  of  dominion,  unknown  before 
in  any  .age  or  country,  and  alike  alarming  on 
account  of  its  novelty  and  atrocity.  The  jaco- 
bins were  the  engine  by  which  he  purposed  to 
execute  the  suggestions  of  a  gloomy  ambition ; 
and  crimes  which  a  Nero  or  a  Caligula  would 
scarcely  have  dared  to  dream  of,  (although 
invested  with  the  trnpertaFpurple,  and  surrounded 
by  the  satellites  of  despotism,)  were  at  length 
achieved  with  facility  by  a  private  individual,  and 
that  too  in  the  name  of  ^^  liberty  !^ 

,D ANTON,  first  the  associate,  then  the  victim 
of  Robespierre,  and  like  him  also  an  adviocate  by 
profession,  seemed  to  be  intended  by  nature  for 
the  tempestuous  {leriod  in. which  he  lived,  and  the 
bold  and  decisive  character  which  he  assumed^ 
Open,  .  daring,  generous,  and  .  unreserved,  he 
exliibited  some  good  qualities  in  conjunction  with 
in^ny  vices,  but  be  was  consumed  by  a  devouring 
ambition. 

.      AIarat,  a  native  of  Neufchatel,  in  Switzet- 
(No.  2.) 


latid,  was  the  creature  of  the  ,two^  former,,  who   Sect.  VF, 
not  unfrequently  protected  him  from  wellrmerited  ^•-■'v^-^^ 
punishment,  and  directed  both  his  pen  and  his      1791 
vengeance,  ^  . 

Such  were  the  present  leaders  of  thalfamous 
club,  destined  in  a  short  time  to  regulate  the  fate 
of  an  empire :  but  they  would  never  have  been 
suffered  to  acquire  so  fatal  a  pre-eminence,  had  it 
Qot  been  for  the  open  hostility  of  the  court  to  the 
new  constitution;  the  impolitic  and  insulting 
interference  of  foreign  powers  :  and  finally,  a  war 
equally  hostile  and  repugnant  to  the  pride,  free* 
dom,  and  independence  of  a  great  nation. 

While  the  present  leaders  of  the  Jacobins ' 
scarcely  concealed  their  wishes  to  dethrone  the 
king,  .and  either  nominate  a  new  dynasty  to  the 
throne,  or  erect  a  repubUc  on  its  ruins,  a  rival 
society  existed,  the  members  of  which,  under  a 
name  (Constitutionels)  expressive  of  an  implicit 
attachment  to  the  new  constitution,  were  desirous 
of  a  legislature  consisting  of  two  bouses  ;  many 
of  them  also  had  now  made  their  peace  with  the 
court,  and  were  even  devoted  to  it.  In  couse* 
quence  of  a  schism  among  ^  the  friends  of  the 
people,**  Talleyrand,  then  Bishop  of  Autun ; 
Emery,  am.eraber  of  the  assembly  ;  the  Dukes  de 
Rochefoucauit  and  Liancourt ;  the  two  Lameths  ; 
La  Fayette,  and  many  others,  had  left  that  cele- 
brated society,  and  determined  to  found  another/ 
They  at  first  assembled  in  the  magnificent  hotel* 
belonging  to  the  younger  Crillon,  son  of  the  con* 
queror  of  Minorca;  and  ^vhen  thiey  became  more 
numerous,  assumed  the  appellation  of  ^^  The  Club 
of  1789 :"  but  they  were  afterwards  better  known 
by  the  name  of  the  convent  of  the  Feuillansy  which 
tliey  hired,  because  the  hall  being  large  and  spa« 
cious,  was  calculated  for  their  debates. 

While  these  two  formidable  societies  evinced 
a  rooted  hatred  to  each  other,  and  were  both  in 
their  turn  detested  by  the  royadists ;  the  legisla* 
tive  assembly,  neither  equal  in  point  of  talents 
nor  nf  energy  tq  the  states-general,  began  to  be 
split  into  parties,  and  at  times  exhibited  some 
firesages  of  that  intolerant  spirit  which^  soon 
after  the  convocation  of  the  convention,  involved 
France  in  blood  and  calamity.  The  power  and 
influence  of  the  courts  however,  still  contributed 
to  produce  a  certain  degree  %{  apparent  union^ 
^nd  it  was  not  until  the  royal  family^  had  been 
made  prisoners,  and  the  monarchy  itself  dis- 
solved, that  the  blood  of  the  advocates  of*  liberty 
flowed  on  the  same  scaffold  that  had  received^ 
the  victims  of  aristocracy,  and  the  founders  of  the 
republic  began  to  proscribe  ^ach  other  with  an 
envenomed  rancour,  that  admitted  neither  of  oomt> 
promise  nor  of  mercy. 

The  Girondists,  so  called  from  the  depart- 
ment whence  they  were  deputed,  possessed  grepit 
influence  in  the  legislative  body  at  this  period^. 
JE  •  .     .   .  .      ..  # 
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Sect.  VI,    and  were  eqtmHy  cddbratfed  fcr  ttdr  tafents  airti 

'—^v^'w^  integrity ;  but  they  were  fer  betfter  eateal&4!eil  to 

ItSl      rale  in  the  haFeyon  dayar  of  tmiiquttli^,  than-  to 

preside  amidst  the  awfol  storm  that  wa»  about  to^ 

ensue. 

The  leading  members  of  this  society  were^ 
Brissot^^  chairman  of  the  diplomatit;  committee, 
the  son  of  an  obscure  plebeian,  but  originally  bred 
tp  the  bar ;  he  had  been  imprisoned  in  the  Bas- 
tUe ;  and  it  was  his  singular  good  fortune  to 
have  presented  to  him,  as  president  of  a  com- 
mittee of  Ills  district,  the  keys  of  that  odious 
prison,  in  which  he  had  been  immured. — ^Verg- 
MAUx,  a  native  of  Ldmoges,  and  one  of  the 
representatives  of  Bourdeaux ;  and  GhENsoNNE, 
an  advocate  of  the  same  city,  were  likewise  dis- 
tinguished members  of  this  society ;  which  com- 
prehended also  in  its  number,  Guadet,  late  presi- 
dent of  the  criminal  tribunal  of  Gironde,  and  Con- 
DoacET,  one  of  the  forty  members  of  the  French 
academy,  whose  learning  and  talents  conferred  a 
lustre  on  the  party  that  obtained  his  support. — 
Sucli  were  the  principal  leaders  of  a  party,  some- 
times termed  the  Girondisis,  and  sometimes  the 
JBrissotins,  which,  at  the  epoch  we  now  allude  to, 
maintained  a  steady  preponderance  in  the  legis- 
lative assembly,  as  well  as  in  the  city  of  Paris  ; 
Petion,  the  mayor,  and  many  of  tfte  municipal 
niagistrates,  being  devoted  to  it. 

Upwards  of  forty;  dtffi^^nt  ministers,  during 
the  short  apace  of  fourteen  years,  had  already  been 
€»Ued  in  at<lifirerent  times  to  support  the  totter- 
in  g  edifice  of  the  monarchy-  Louis  XVI.  had  by  * 
tiirns  employed  the  frivolous  Maur^pas,  the  vir- 
tuoMS  Turgot,  the  inde&tigable  Sart me,  the  politic 
Vergennes,  the,  weak  and.  tyrannical  Brienne,  the 
fteilty  but  well-meaning  Lamoignon,  the  amiable 
]M[ak6berbe.s,  tlieprodigal  Calonne,  the  economi- 
cal Mocker,  tiie  wuly  lUiIontmorii^  and  the  impo- 
tent DtjleasajJt;  of  these,  notabove  two  or  three 
^thifaited  any  talents  for.  government,  and  the 
odiers  contributed,  in.  theic  turn,  less  by  their 
wishes  than<^  tlieirmiBcnnduct,  to  the  revolution. 

Tfae  present  aidmiiustnatian,  wbich^tbe  cour- 
tiers aoDietimea  termed  tlie  jacohm,  and  some- 
tfanos  Ae.MJis  adoUe^  Q«ofiisted  of  six  members^ 
aiid eshiJbked  a  striking eonlKastbothin  respect 
to  talttils  and  principles.  Diuiouriez,  the 
mmiBter  f«r  fi»Eeig)ii  affati^*  had  biien  a  soldier  of 
fWrtuoe;  he  wflS-employediin  1757,  as  a  commis- 
sary at  wac,  in  the  acmy.  oC  M.  d'£tr4es,  and 
ha»igg<w>cBiged:aaat.<flchmefljt  to  a  military  life, 
pr«oai»d  a  cnrnetcy  of  hACse^  and  vraa  wounded 
ni4be  battfe^.BiDstistien.  Aft^.having  obtained 
the  rank  of  captain,  he  wnn^  difiiniasad  at  the 
end  of  tha-war  mdi'tbe^ccoss  of  St  Louis,  which 
lie  had4ttentBd  by  Ufi  braider jf,  and  a  pension,. 
Qovpart  o£  which. was  evecreoeiiired  by  hiai.  His 
C'olleagues  were,  Lacoste,  who.  was  appointed  to 


the  marine  department;  Dchanton,  an  advocate, 
to  tMe  ^ace  of  ninister  of  justice ;  Clatisre,  a 
banker,  and  native  of  Geneva,  to  the  admiaistra-^ 
tioHi«f  the  finances;  and  RoLAia<»,  a  aiemher  of 
the  jacobin  society,  to  <lbe  home  department* 

Sadi  waatbe  adminiatration  selected  at  this 
critical-  aMOie&t  for  the  government  of  France. 
Most  of  the  memb»*s  weve  odioaa  to  ^e  king : 
some  were  beloved  by,  and  otbeis  sanapected^by  the* 
jacobina;  but  they  were  all;  alike  abharoed  by  the^ 
fe«illans.      They  wen  aecordingiy  abnaad  iathe 
newspapers  devoted  to  the  cause  of  Uw  aumarcfay 
and  ttie  aristoeraey :  they  wese  alao -ridieuled  by 
the  courtiers,  treated  witk  eontonpt  by  the  gran- 
dees, and  so  m«^  were  they  haied  wiAia  the  pre- 
cincts of  royalty,  that,  if  we  areliebdUavieeneofi 
themselves^*  the  body  guards  alwiaya  assumed  a 
meaaciug  air,  wbentfaey  appeaBedat  tbecastie> 
of  the  ThttiHeries., 

No  sooner  had  the  new  BMiiistry  cemnieneed 
the  exercise  of  their  iVinctions,  than  they  Were^ 
surrounded  by  a  tneltitnde  of  dangecs  and  diffi* 
onlties,  both  domestic  and  fordgn^.  whenne  tbe^. 
found  it  extreifnely  difficult  to  extricate  either  their, 
country  er  themselves.  The  new  body  guard  of 
the  kiag  had  been  lately  augmented  from  eighteen 
hundred  to  near  six  thousand  men,  by  nfteoAs  of 
disafiected  persons,  commaiided  by  officers  who 
had  quitted  their  respective  regimentsbeeausethey 
would  not  subscribe  to  the  civic  oath,  and  it  was 
witftt  great  difSeulty  that  the  king  was  at  length 
induced  to  premise  iiis  ac<|uie»cenoe  with  idie 
wishes  of  the  Ic^alatare  to  disband  them.  The 
struggle  was  still  greater  on  all  occasions  ii^ 
which  the  interests  of  the  dissident  clergy  w^o 
concerned ;  nor  oould  he  be  prevailed  upon  to 
vrithdraw  his  countenance  from  'that  body^  which 
Wfs  encauraged  in  its  opposition  by  knowing  that 
Aie  conscience  of  the  monardi  was  r^^tUated  by 
a  ghostly  dhreeter  of  the  same  prioeiples. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  portenioos  cloud,  now 
eollecting  in  the  nortli,  thseatened  to  barst  sud<- 
denly  upsu  France,  and  overwlielm  a. distracted 
nation  with  misery  and^despair.  Bmt  it  may  Itejae 
be  necessary  to  aurvey  the  European  li^mi^here, 
in  order  to  discover  the  qnarter  in  whioh  this 
new  storan  was  generated,  and  after  making  our^ 
selves  aeqaainted  with  the  natuie  and  .intense-* 
ness  of  the  elements  of  whioh.  it  was.  oompased, 
endeavour  to  ealoulate  ita  direction,  andestimate 
its  force. 

SECTION  VII. 

FRANCE,  as  wre  have  alr^&ady  aeeo,  had 
limited  the  power  of  her  kings,  and  estaldished  a 
constitution  for  the  nation,  fairityiade^  like  all 

*  Memoires  du  Gtohal  nnnismMr.,.eaates.  par  lui- 
m^me,  tome  II. 
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biioiMi  iii»litutioii0^  but  certainly  preferable  to  the 
attoient  despoiieni.  In  aooomplisbiog  this  ol^ect, . 
tbe  natieaali  e<Hi8l<tiiliog«a98embly  only  exerciged 
the  aeknowledged  eight  ef  internal  regulation 
appertaining  to  e^ery  independent  state ;  but  it 
VNm  8eo»  appaneat  Umt  these  essential  reforms 
bad  given  umbrage  to  several  of  the  absojiate 
prineea  onti^  eemtitent, 
•  Spmiv>  feeKng indignaot  at  the  late  memorable 
events,  and  the  court  ajSttBg  under  the  influence 
of  the  <pieen  and  aJawouritei  disposed  Charles 
IV.  to  depart  f«om  tlMftse  principles  of  ss^ge  iieu'- 
tralitjs  ivbich  had  long  regulated  hui  conduct, 
PoarueAi.,  f<dlowing  the  tfiain  of  Great  Britain, 
waa  not  yet  tstitBolat^  to  war.  Sardinia,  under 
the  government  of  the  house  of  S^voy,  united  to 
the  royal  family  of  France  by  a  double  marriage^ 
was  of  course  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  Bour- 
bon family  on  that  throne,  and  disposed  to  /support* 
aueh  measoces  as  migbt  be  thouglit  conducive  to 
the  security  of  tlie  savet*eign  and  his  family^  and 
calculated  to  Te*'establish  the  splendour  of  bis 
crown.  Pros  VI.,  now  sovereign  pontifl^  mourned 
<)ver  the-acbisms  of  the  GaJlican  Church,  and 
lauashed  forth  the  thunders  ei  Rome  againal  her 
undutiful  children.  Frbuejuok  IV.  listeued  to  hia 
iinuty  CO Anections  rather  than  the  interest  of  his 
subjecla^  and  involved  the  kingdom  of  NAPuasift 
a  quarrel  foreigato  her  interests. 

£nox«and,  at  this- period,.. seemed  to  he eon-r 
scioun  of  the  isAmense  advantages  aristng  to  a 
great  maauCfteturiffg  and  commercial  state,  from 
the  adoption  of  a^  wise  and  rigorous  system  of 
neutrality»  Many  lobvious  motives  enforced  tile 
poliov  »i  peace.  An  imaiense  national  debt  called 
aloud  br  a  system  of  economy,  and  the  pressure 
of  the  esistiag  laieasec^med  to  render  any  increase 
burdeasometo  the  nation.  Many  of  the  pec^etoo 
had  hitherto  rejoiced  at  the  progress  of  liberty  in 
France,  and  Mi^  generous  indignation  against 
those  princes,  who  presume  to  meddle  in.  her 
intomal  disputea ;  whHe  a  king,  now  finaUy  seated 
on  the  throne  of  the  Stuarts,  was  lAdohted  for  the 
elevation  of  his^family^  to  a  nevolutioii  fsundedj 
like  the  present,  on  the  jrighta  of  a  nation. 

The  court  of  Copwhaobm,  .while  it  beheld 
its  king,  reduced  to  a  stat«  of  the  most  deplorable 
imbecility,  eocperienoed  a  rare  instance  of  good 
fortune,  in'banng  its  aflhirs  conducted' by.  an  amic- 
able regenit  and  a  sagacious  muMsten  Wholly 
intent  on  the  happiness  and  pvospecitv  of  those 
committed  to  their  diarge,  the  Prince  Koyal,  and 
the  Count  de  Bernstorff,  were  averse  to  intern- 
meddling  in  the  internal  polity  of  other  nations. 

It  was  far  otherwise  with  another  of  the 
Bahie  powers^  though  but  just  released  from  the 
burden  of  a  disastrous  war.  Sweden,  which  by 
turns  has  enjoyed  liberty,  and  suddenly  relapsed 
into  s^inriiM^f  vaa  np^w  .»^4ler  the  dpminion  of  a 
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prince^  who  languished  for  an  opportunity  of  dis«  Sect.  VTL 
tingaishing  himself  by  his'  exploits.    But  from. ' 
some  causei  still  in  volvedioconsiderableobscurity,. 
tiusTAVcs  III,  fell  by  the  hand  of  a  titled  assas- 
sin,* leaving  to  a  minor  son  an  immense  debt,  as 
well  as  an  impoverished  and  distracted  country. 

The  genius  of  one-man  dvilized  Russia,  and, 
by  erecting  a  capital  on  the  shore  of  the  Baltic, 
rendered  his  native  ponntty  a  preponderating 
power  in  the  scale  of  Guropeaa  politics.  In  Catha- 
BiNE  II.  was  founds  a  successor,  iif  many  respects, 
worthy  of  himself.  This  aipkitious  female,  follow- 
ing the  track  presoribed  by  her  illustrious  precur- 
sor, >  bad  conceived  the  gigantic  enterprise  of 
chasing  the  Turks  from  Eiiropci. substituting  the 
Greek  cross  for  the  Turkish  cresQ^t  on  the  walls 
of  Constantinople,  and  creating  ^  new  empire  in 
the  ^ast.  The  revolution  which  had  recently 
occurred  in  France,  made  her  pause  however  iu 
the  midst  of  her  victories :  Sweden  was  permitted 
to  breathe  from  slaugliter;  and  t)ie  Ottoman 
Porte  now  found  itself  more  indebt^  to  h^po-' 
licy  U^an  to  her  moderation  for.  its  ieaustence;. 

Biit  it  was  from  unotlier  quarter  that  France 
wais  dg^med  at  this  period  to  be  assailed;  While ' 
eoaployed  in  the  extension  and  security  of  her 
liberties,  an|iidst  the  struggle  with  a  reluctant 
monarch,  a  discontented  prle^ood,  and  a  hostile 
nobijiity,  she  was  meu^iced  at  the  same  tiine  by  a 
sodden  and  portentous  combination  of  two  great 
military  states — Prussia,  under  the  dominion  of 
FRfipBRic¥  WiLUAM,  and  Austria,  under  the 
Ebi PEHOR I4B0P0LD)  brother  to  Marie  Antoinett^^ 
Qiieenof  France* 

Afl^cted  by  the  situation  of  the  king,  alarme4 
for  the  fate  of  a  sister,  and  perhaps  desirous  also 
to  signalize  his  reign  by  some  brilliaut  exploit, 
Leopold  seems  to  have  determined  on  a  war^ 
wlwh^  ujpfsble  to  prosecute  in  his  own  person,  he 
was  £(>r<ved  to  bequeath  as  a  fegacy  to  his  son  and 
auocessor,  F^anci&IL  While  visiting  his  Italian 
doipinions  in  1791^  he  is  said  to  have  concerted  a 
plan  with  the  .envoys  of  two  great  powejrs^t  for 
intermeddling  with  the  interoaji  concerns  of  a 
third,:^  ^^d  sooi^  after  the .  celebrated  interviews 
took'  place  between  his  Imperial  Mi^iMty  and  the 
King  of  Prussia,  at  Pilnitz;  in  oonsequence  of 
which,  measures- of  an^  alarming  nature  were  said 
to  have  been  adopted  revive  to  France ;  and,  if 
we  are  to  five  credit  to  assertions,  the  dismem- 
berment of  that  kingdom  i^as'actually  determined 
upon.  It  is  proper^  however,  to  observe,  that  the 
authenticity  of  the  treaty  has  been  denied,  and 
that  no  positive  proof  of  its  reality  has  ever  yet 
been  publicly  adduced.  But  it  can  no  longer  be 
deoied,  that  aformidable  and  hostile  combination 

^  Atekenstrb^m.     f .  Lord'  Btein  and  M.  Bischsftwerdcr. 
t  Tableau  Histor;  et  Pplit.  de  PBurope,  Bcc.  par  L.  P. 
Begin. 
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Sect.  TII.  was  now  actually  formed  against  France ; '  and  in 
^•-"^v-'^  the  place  of  Gustavus  III.  cut  off  by  a  sudden 
1791  and  violent  death,  Frederick  William  II.  became 
the  Agamemnon  of  the  league.  But  although 
the  most  numerous  and  best  disctpUned  armies  in 
Europe  were  actually  destined  for  the  undertake 
ingy  yet  even  at  this  period^  in  whateTer  point 
of  view  France  might  be  contemplated,  her 
importance  in  the  scale  of  European  politics 
must  be  allowed  to  have  been  still  immense.  A 
central  position*  afforded  great  advantages  in 
point  of  celerity  and  exertion.  A  salubrious- 
climate,  and  an  excellent  soil,  were  favourable  to 
agriculture,  trade,  and  manufactures.  H^  ter- 
ritories were  at  once  compact  and  extensive, 
consisting  of  157,924  square  miles,  according  to 
the  testimony  of  one  author,  and  160,900  of 
another.^  Her  population,  calculated  at  from 
24  to  25,000,000  of  inhabitants,  was  greater 
than  that  of  any  other  individual  state  on  the 
61d  continent;  she  possessed  upwards  of  one 
tifmdred  cities  and  large  towns,  besides  two  hun- 
dred navigable  rivers ;  her  provinces  were  inter- 
sected in  every  direction  with  spacious  roads ; 
while  an  immense  canal  seemed  to  unite  all  the 
advantages  of  two  distant  seas,  on  purpose  to 
embellish  and  enrich  her  empire.  Part  of  her 
frontiers  was  at  once  defined  and  defended  by 
the  Alps,  the  Pyrenean  mountains,  and  a  triple 
chain  of  fortresses,  either  erected  or  improved  by 
the  genius  of  Vauban.  Her  shores  were  watered 
by  the  Ocean,  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Chan- 
nel, which  seemed  to  unite  the  commerce  of  the 
Levant,  the  Atlantic,  and  the  Narrow  seas  ;  while 
her  ports  and  harbours,  some  of  which  were 
formed  by  the  hand  of  nature,  and  others  by  the 
unceasinjg  industry  of  art,  conferred  great  and 
inestimable  advantages. 

Nor  did  she  appear  less  formidable  in  ano<- 
ther  point  of  view :  for  her  revenues  amounted  to 
18,000,000  pounds  sterling,'t  while  her  standing 
army,  at  a  peace  establishment,  was  estimated  at 
130,000  eilective  men,{  "^iiid  her  navy  consisted 
t>f  seventy-^wo  sail  of  the  line. 

'*  The  foilQwiiig  are  the  different  estimates,  the  lowest 
'«f  which  has  been  quoted  in  the  text : 

Extent  of  Ftwfktt. 

)157,9!24  square  miles  according  to  Nocker 

.160,000     .•.'..».    Buschiog 

d63,000 fitatistische  Uebenicht 

Pqj^ulaiion, 

24,800,000    mhobitiuits    Keoker 
25;300,000    ....    Schloeaser 
26,600,000    ....    Buschiog 

ft  ^  Tbe  gro89  amount  of  the'pulilio  revenae  was  estimated 
liy  lif.  Necker  at  600,000,000    livres,    a  sam    equal   to 

Sd,000;S00  sterling;  and  the  whole  of  the  public  expendi- 
.  tareat  61 0,opo,d00  livres ;  but  the  Compte  Rendu  statestbe 

net  prodbce  at  only  18,000,000/.  sterling. 

}The  arsay  of  France  has  been  generally  calculated  at 


Nor  ought  it  to  be  omitted  here,  that  France 
had  experienced  nearly  eight  years  of  repose 
since  the  conclusion  of  a  war  daring  which  her 
fleets  had  covered  the  ocean  in  both  hemispheres, 
and,  in  conjunction  with  those  of  her  ally,  had 
actually  lorded  it  for  a  moment  over  the  narrow 
seas* 

Bnt  it  must  be  allowed  that  this  specious, 
picture  of  prosperity  was,  in  some  respects,  false 
and  delusive ;  her  territories,  her  cities,  and  her 
towns,  still  remained^  but  her  population  was 
beginning  to  be  diminished  by  emigration,  and 
her  strength  seemed  to  be  lessened  by  intestine 
divisions.  Of  her  troops,  some  had  declared  for 
the  people,  and^some  for  the  king,  while  a  large 
portion  wavered  between  ancient  principles  and 
modern  innovations.  Her  trade  and  commerce, 
acted  upon  byihe  general  pressure,  began  to 
decay;  the  fine  arts  were  in  danger  of  being 
entirely  neglected :  hermanafaetures  were  already 
reduced  to  a  languishing  condition ;  a  national 
debt,  which  even  in  1764  was  estimated  at 
3400,000,000  livres  ;D  and  which,  after  undermin- 
ing the  superstructure  of  the^aonarchy,  threatened 
the  new  constitution  with  ruin ;  while  the  navy 
was  suffered  to  fall  into  decay. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  a  body  of  national 
guards,  amounting  to  almost  fourmillions  of  fight* 
ing  men,  the  spirit  infused  by  a  love  of  liberty, 
the  energy  produced  by  the  collision  of  opinions, 
the  hope  arising  out  of  a  better  form  of  govern* 
ment,  .and  even  the  despair  incident  to  such  a 
novel  and  disastrous  situation,  operated  as  so 
many  resources,  unknown  to  the  ancient 
monarchy.  To  these  considerations  may  be 
added  the  well  known  fact,  estabhshed  upon 
the  testimony  of  history,  that  associations  for 
the  purpose  of  conquest  prove  in  general  less 
fatal  to  the  state  against  which  they  are  directed, 
than  to  .the  powers  in  whose  behalf  they  are 
.formed. 

It  was  assnredly  the  interest,  and  appears 
also  to  have  been  the  general  wish  of  the  French, 
after  they  had  attained  their  liberties,  to  cultivate 
the  inestimable  blessings  that  arise  out  of  freedom 
and  tranquillity.  But  this  happiness  was  inter- 
dicted* Several  of  the  great  continental  powers 
clearly  indicated  by  their  movements  that  numer- 
ous armies  would  soon  be  l>roaght  into  action ; 
and  those  Frenchmen  who  had  either  fled  or 
been  driven  firom  their  native  country,  already 
appeared  in  arms,  as  the  precursors  of  their  ven- 
geance. 


150,000  men ;  and  it  appears,  that  in  1784,  she  actuaHy 
possessed  a  total  of  212,924,  if  we  are  to  credit  a  work 
entitled  '*  Etat  Milit.  de  France,  parRousseL  pour  TAdd^o 
1786." 

II  See  "A  Collection  of  State  Papers  relatire  to  the 
Warwitb  France." 
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At  (his  momentous  period,  the  court  of  Vi- 
enna judged  it  expedient  to  interfere  in  certain 
domestic  negociations  carrying  on  between  France 
and  the  German  powers,  for  an  in'demnity  on 
account  of  their  claims  on  Alsace ;  and  in  the 
course  of  these  uegociations,  the  emperor,  by 
bis  minister  Cobentzel,  insisted  on  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  the  French  monarchy,  as  it  was  in 
June,  1782  ;  the  restitution  of  the  property  of  the 
clergy:  the  reinstatement  of  the  German  princes 
in  their  feudal  claims  on  Alsaoe  ;  and  the  resto- 
ration of  ATignon  and  Venassin  to  the  sovereign 
pontiJBT.  The  minister  for  foreign  affairs  now 
deemed  it  incumbent  on  him  to  deliver  a  report  to 
the  assembly,  containing  au  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  cabinet,  and  inWred,  from  the 
hopeless  state  of  the  negociations,  that  tl\e  nation 
ought  to  consider  itself  in  a  state  of  zcar^    The 
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indignation  wasgeneralonhearingtheterras exact-  Sect.  TIT. 
e(l  in  the  name  of  the  emperor ;  it  was  asked,  by 
what  right  did  the  court  of  Vienna  pretend  to 
interpose,  either  in  the  internal  affairs  of  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  or  in  a  dispute  about  a  territorial 
possession  between  France  and  the  pope,  or  France 
and  the  German  princes  ?  All  exclaimed  that  it 
was  necessary  to  maintain  the  glory  of  their  coun- 
try ;  and  the  idea  of  hostilities,  hitherto  so  much 
dreaded,  became  at  length  popular. 

Negociations  were  now  at  end.  The  fatal 
decision  of  all  the  hostile  parties  was  taken  ;  and 
Europe  had  to  witness  one  of  the  most  sanguinary 
wars  ever  recorded  in  her  annals,  attended  by  a 
succession  of  political  events,  that,  by  the  rapi- 
dity of  their  occurrence,  and  the  magnitude  of 
their  consequences,  stand  unparalleled  in  the 
history  of  the  world. 


(No.  2.) 
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jCjUROPE  at  this  moment  presented  one  vast 
theatre  of  hostile  preparation.  Prussia,  Swbden, 
and  Russia,  had  entered  into  engagements  for 
the  restoration  of  the  ancient  despotism  of 
France.  Germany,  though  no  party  to  these 
^iigsigements,  was  collecting  a  large  army  on 
the  Netherland  frontier  of  France,  which  was 
represented  as  a  measure  of  mere  defence :  and 
the  French  emigrants  coQtinued  to  form  them- 
selves into  military  bodies  in  the  electorates  of 
Germany,  and  to  menace  their  distracted  country 
with  invasion.  These  hostile  indications,  which 
could  no  longer  be  mistaken,  awakened  the 
national  assembly  of  France  to  a  sense  of  the 
perilous  situation  of  their  country ;  and  the  king, 
who  had  done  every  thing  in  his  power  to  avert 
an  appeal  to  arms,  at  length  repaired  to  the. 
assembly  on  the  20th  of  April,  and  in  concluding 
a  speech  to  his  senators,  said : — ^^  Frenchmen  ! 
prefer  war  to  a  ruinous  anxiety,  and  to  an  humi- 
liating situation,  that  alike  affects  our  consti* 
tution  and  our  dignity.  I  come,  therefore,  in  the 
terms  of  the  constitution,  to  propose  to  you 
formally  to  declare  war  against  the  King  of 
*"  hemia  and  Hungary." 

The  diplomatic  committee  immediately  with- 
to  deliberate  on  the  proposition  made  by  his 

sty,  and  on  their  return  presented  the  fol- 
ing  <<  Decree  of  War,"  which  was  adopted 
the  legislative  body,  on  the  20th  of  April,  with 
only  seven  dis^ntient  voices  : 

"The  national  assembly,  deliberating  on  the  formal 
poposition  t^the  kin^,  considering  that  the  court  oT  Vienna, 
in^  contempt  of  treaties,  hath  continued  to  g^nt  an  open 
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proteontm  to  tne  French  rebels ;  that  it  bath  excited  and  BOOK    L 
formed  a  leaffue,  in  concert  with  several  powers  of  Europe,  _ 

against  the  mdependence  and  security  of  the  nation  ; 

"  That  Francis  I.  King  of  Huoeary  and  Bohemia, 
hath,  by  his  notes  of  the  18th  of  March,  and  7th  of 
April  last,  refused  to  renounce  this  league; 

''That,  notwithstanding  the  proposition  made  to  him 
by  the  note  of  March  11,  1792,  to  reduce,  on  both  sides,  to 
a  peace  establishment,  the  troops  on  the  frontiers,  he  hath 
continued  and  increased  his  hostile  preparations ; 

**  That  he  hath  formallv  infring^ed  the  sorereig^nty 
of  ihe  French  nation,  by  declaring^  that  he  would  support 
the  pretensions  of  the  German  princes  who  have  pos- 
sessions in  France,  to  whom  the  French  nation  uaTe 
continued  to  hold  out  indenmities  \ 

'*  That  he  bath  attempted  to  divide  the  French 
citizens,  and  to  arm  them  against  one  another,  by  hold- 
ing out  support  to  the  malcontents,  by  means  of  a 
combination  of  foreign  powers. 

"  Considering,  in  'fine,  that  the  refusal  of  an  an- 
swer to  the  last  dispatches  of  the  King  of  the  French, 
leaves  no  longer  any  hope  to  obtain,  by  the  means  of 
amicable  negociations,  the  redress  of  these  different 
grievances,  and  amounts  to  a  declaration  of  war;  de« 
crees,  that  there  exists  a  ease  of  urgency. 

^*  The  national  assembly  accordingly  declares,  that 
the  French  nation,  faithfol  to  the  princi|^es  consecrated 
by  the  constitntioD,  not  to  un^artake  any  war  with  the 
view  of  makinir  ooomiesis,  and  never  to  employ  its  force 
against  the  rights  of  any  people,  but  only  to  take  up 
arms  in  defence  of  dieir  liMrty  and  independence ;  that  the 
war  in|p  which  they  are  now  compelled  to  ent6r,  is  not  a 
contest  «f  nation  against  nation,  but  the  just  defence  of  a 
fiee  people,  against  the  uiyust  oppression  of  a  monarch ; 

"  That  the  French  will  never  confound  their  brethren 
with  their  enemies ;  that  they  will  neglect  nothing  to  sof- 
ten  the  rigours  of  war;  to  preserve  property,  and  prevent  it 
from  sustaining  any  injury  ;  as  well  as  to  bring  down  upon 
the  heads  of  Uiose  alone  who  league  themselves  ag^amst 
Mberty,  all  the  evils  inseparable  fi'om  hostilities!' 
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"  That  they  will  adopt  all  those  foreigBers  who,  ab- 
juring the  cause  of  their  enemies,  shall  join  then:  stantlard, 
and  consecrate  their  efforts  4o  the  defence  of  freedom  ;  and 
th&t  the  national  asseiphly^will  &vo«r,  by  all^  the  means  ia 
its  power,  their  establisbiiieDt  in  France : 

"  The  national  assembly,  according^ly,  after  deliberat- 
ing on  the  formal  proposition  of  the  King  of  the  French, 
hereby  decrees  war  against  the  King  oif  Hungary  and 
Bohemia.'* 

AUhougb,  in  consequence  of  the  necessary 
formalities,  it  was  late  in  tlie  eTening'  before  tbe 
representatives  of  the  nation  had  assented  to  the 
demand  of  his  majesty,  this  decree  was  imme- 
diately carried  to  the  palace  by  a  deputation  of 
24  members,  and  the  next  day  received  tbe  royal 
sanction.  This  intelligence  was  communicated 
by  extraordinary  couriers  to  all  the  ambassadors 
at  foreign  courts,  and  also  to  all  the  departments. 
Prompt  and  vigorous  means  were  adopted  for 
inci:easing  the  troops,  supplying  the  garrisons, 
and  furnishing  the  magazines  ;  measures,  which, 
however  obvious,  had  hitherta  been  most  shame-!- 
fully  neglected  ;  and  such  was  the  deficiency  of 
fire-arms  in  particular,  that  agents  were  dis- 
patched to  different  parts  of  Europe,  and  even 
to  America,  on  purpose  to  obtain  them.. 

The  assembly  also  published  an  address  to 
tbe  citizens  armed  for  the  defence  of  their  eountpy, 
which  tended  not  a  little  to  inflame  the  tniads  of 
the  people,  and  infuse  a  martial  spirit  into  the 
nation, 

*'  The  fate  of  our  liberty,"  said  they,  "  that  perhaps 
of  the  whole  world,  is  in  our  hands.  We  do  not  tell  you  oi* 
nnr  confidence  ;  like  your  couroge^  it  is-  unbounded.  We 
have  not  provoked  the  war ;  and  when  the  king  proposed 
to  us,  at  length,  to  avenge  the  outrage  commiUed  against 
the  dignity  of  the  nation,  we  resisted  for  a  long  time  the 
wisdi  expressed  by  the  general  indignation  of  the  French. — 
A  free  people  recurs  to  armfr  with  regret,  but  it  does  not 
rocur  in  vain.  Tbe  shame  and  tortures  incident  to  an  inter- 
nal servitude^  Wouki  not  be  an  adequate  punishment  for  a 
nation  who  should  suffer  their  liberty  to  be  wriested  from 
them  after  having  conquereil  it. 

* '  And  what  object  can  be  more  worthy  of  your  courage  ? 
The  period  is  passed,  in  which  French  warriors,  the  docile 
itistruroents  ot  one  man's  will,  armed  themselves  only  to 
defend  the  interests,  the  caprice,  or  the  passions  of  kings. 
At  present,  yourselves,  your  children^  your  own  rights,  are 
to  he  defended.  We  must  conquer,  or  we  must  return  to 
tlie  donnnion  of  feudal  privileges,  of  aiibitrary  imprison- 
meat,  and  of  every  sort  of  vexation,  oppwssion,  and  ser- 
vitude. Your  own  individual  ha^^piuejis,  the  happiness  of 
aU  tluise  who  are  dear  to  you,  m  uius  intimately  con^cled 
with  tbe  safety  of  tb«  country. 

**  But  /those  are  unworthy  to  defend  it,  who  d«  not 
.add  virtue  to  courage.  The  men  whom  we  fight  to-day, 
are  our  brothers ;  'to-morro^v,  perhaps,  they  will  be  our 
friends.  Tntrepid  in  battle ;  firm  during  misfortunes  ;  mo- 
dest af\er  victory  ;  generous  to  the  vanquished ; — such  are 
a  free  people. 

**  Tlie  laws  will  pnnisli  with  just  severity  all  outrages 
asTftinst  the  rights  ot  nations,  and  the  still  noore  sacred 
rijjfhts  of  nature.  Rewards,  on  the  contrary,  will  attend 
faithful  warriors ;  their  names  will  obtain  for  ever  the  grati- 
tude and  the  homage  of  the  friends  of  liberty ;  and,  if  they 


die  in  baUle,  their  children  shall  be  the    ehildren  of  their 

country. 

"  As  for  us,  immoveable  in  the  midst  or  political  storms, 
^We  wJH  cai^ully  watih  mer  all  ttie  nucrtii nations  of  alJ  the 
enemies  of  t]ieeBipr«.  Tbe  world  shall  cletemMoe,  whether 
we  are  the  representatives  of  a  great  people,  or  the  tiniid 
subjects  of  an  arbitrary  king.  We  have  sw^orn  not  to  csLpi^ 
tulate  either  with  pride  or  tyranny  ;  we  ▼rill  Jceep  our  oatb» 
^  Death  1  Death  t  or  victory  and  equality  !'" 


This  address  was  iminediatcly  succeeded  hy 
offers  of  voluntary  contributions  from    numerous 
classes  of  society,  and  demands  from    soiue    of 
them  to  be  sent  to  the  posts  of  the  greatest  da/iger, 
"  in  order  that  kings,  their  valets,    and  i>riiices, 
aright  know  the  m«n  of  the  14tk  of  JtiJy.*' 

The  next  concern  of  the  assembly  was  to 
provide  a  suflScient  force  for  the  exigencies  of  tbe 
statb  ;  anil  for  this  purpose  a  vote  was  passed,  by 
which  it  was  enacted,  that  the  army  should  be 
ittcred«ed  to  450,000  men,  and  that   a  .sum  erf 
money  amounting  to  300,000,000  livres,.  in   go- 
vernment paper,  called  assignats,  should  be  p/a«etl 
at  the  disposal  of  ministers,  to  support  and  uphold 
that  large  military  estabitshment* 

^It  is  proper  to  observe,  that  Great  BritaiB 
took  no  part  in  the  campaign  of  1792^  and  tliat 
as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  there  wasi  a  waF 
on  the  continent,  a  proclamation  was  published  by 
the  king,  prohibiting  all  his  subjects  from  takings 
any  part  in   it,  by  accepting  commissions  from 
either  party,  fitting  out  privateers  or  letters  of 
marque,  by  virtue  of  such  coramissioh,  or  serving 
on  bosj^rd  any  ship  of  war  belonging  to  one  of  the 
belligerent  powers,  against  the  other.     And  in 
hisspeech  tobpth  houses  of  parliament,  on  the  15ith 
of  «June,  he  thus   expresses  himself:. — "  In  the 
present  situation  of  affairs,  it  shall  be  my  princi- 
pal care  to  maintain  that   harmoiiy  and   good 
understanding  which  subsists  betweeu  me  and  the 
several  beHigerent  powers,  and  to  preserve  to  my* 
people  the  uninterrupted  blessings  of  peace." 

The  command  of  tbe  Frencn  army  destined 
tp  act  against  Germany,  which  consisted  of  tliree 
separate  bodies  of  troops,  extending  from  Swit- 
zerland to  Dunkirk^  was  confided  to  three  com- 
manders of  approved  talents.  The  Marshal  Ro- 
CHAMB£AU^  who  bad  acquircd  renown  in  the  seven 
years'  war,  commanded  an  army  qf  from  810  to 
85,000  meq  in  tbe  north,  and  took  up  his  head- 
quarters at  Valenciennes^  having  under  his  coi 
maad  d'Arvalle,  Biron,  Oelbeck,  and  D'Aui! 
The  Marquis  de  la  Fayeite,  who  had  disi 
guished  himself  in  America,  commanded 
array  of  the  ceBtre,  and  while  he  occupl 
Nancy,  Thionville,  and  Luneville,  establishj 
his  head-quarters  at  Menfz,  haviug  at  his  dis- 
posal an  army  of  20,000,  and  under  bis  coraju 
mand  De  Wittgenstein,  De  Bellemont,  Crillon^- 
Parquet,  and  Defranc.  While  the  army  of  the 
Rhiue^    consisting  of  50^000  men,    was  placed 
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under  tbe  command  of  Marshal  Luckner,  a 
foreigpner, '  extesd«d  itself  fram  Landau  to  the 
frontiers  of  S^tEerland^  and  in  which  army 
Bed^r,  Lameth,  and  Jary  had  subordinate 
staitions. 

.  The  first  operations  of  the  French  army 
iTcreMreeted  a^inst  the  Low  Countries,  usually 
caHeimf  Austrian  Netherlands.  To  this  vulne- 
rable |K$kity  the  attention  of  both  ministers  and 
geueraM  was  directed,  but  &e  plan  of  operations 
marked  out  by  Dumouriez,  who  conducted  the 
war  department,  was  at  variance  with  that  pro* 
posed  by  the  gen^als,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to 
trace  the  disasters  which  soon  after  kil  upon  tiie 
French  army,  to  these  conflicting^  counsels.  The 
plan  laid  down  by  the  cabinet  was  precisely  the 
saiue  as  that  which  General  Dumouriex  himself 
afterwards  carried  into  •execution,  and  according^ 
to  which  there  were  to  be  two  real  and  two  false 
attttcks.*  But  the  three  generals,  without  con- 
sulting the  cabinet,  had  concerted  among  them- 
selves a  difierent  scheme  for  obtaining  the  same 
object,  by  which  La  Fayette  was  to  have  been 
hitrusted  with  the  execution  of  the  enterprise 
against  the  Low  Countries,  at  the  head  of  50,009 
men,  supported  by  a  second  army  under  Rocham- 
beau,  while  a  third  was  destined  to  take  possession 
of  Ments.t 

On  the  first  of  May,  General  Dillon,  with  a 
f(M*ce  eonsisting  of  ten  squadrons  of  cavalry, 
marched  from  Usle  tovirards  Tournay ;  this  force 
was  opposed  by  a  body  of  Austrians  under  Count 
d^Happencourt,  and  the  French  troops,  not  being 
yet  accustomed  to  sustain  the  fire  of  regular 
soldiers,  were  soon  thrown  into  disorder.  Their 
general  did  what  he  couki  to  rally  them,  but  in 
vain.  Struck  with  an  universal  panic,  the  whole 
body  fled  precipitately,  and  were  pursued  to  the 
gates  of  laskt.  No  sooner  had  General  Dillon 
entered  that  city,  than  he  was  murdered  by  his 
fugitive  soldiers,  and  his  dead  body  torn  in  pieces 
by  the  mob,  under  pretence  of  his  having  be- 
trayed his  troops  to  the  enemy  :%  Lteutenant- 
colouel  Berthois,  of  theengineers,8 bared  the  saipe 
fate,  and  the  surviving  officers  were  stigma- 
tised as  aristocrats. 


The  same  day  another  expedition,  consisting  BOOK  I. 
of  ten  thousand  men,  under  lieutenant- generu 
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X  €)oant  Theohild  DillMi,  desoeoded  frooi  an  aneieDt 
Irish  family,  which  had  fol towed  tbe  fbrtunea  «f  the  houas 
Iff  dMIrt,  was  a  colonel  in  the  service  of  France  anterior  to 
the  rerolution,  and  had  recently  been  invested  with  the  rank 
af  mareehml  de  ehmnp.  It  was  at  first  asserted,  even  in 
Plaris,  that  he  bad  betrayed  his  army,  and  deserved  bis  fate ; 
but  the  national  assembly  did  justice  to  his .  memory,  Jane 
9, 1793,  haWnff  on  that  day  voted  him  funeral  honours,  and 
provided  both  for  his  family,  and  for  the  widow  and  cluldrea 
of  lieutenant- eoload  Peter  Francois  Bertbots. 

(No.  2.) 


Btron,  directed  their  march  towards  Hons.—  Ci|ap.  I. 
They  took  possession  of  QuieTrain  without  oppo-  v-^-v-^ 
sition  ;  but  when  th^y  arrived  in  si^t  of  Mens.  1702 
they  found  the  heights  before  the  city  occupied 
by  a  considerable  bodv  of  Austrians.  This  deter- 
mined Biron  to  wait  for  news  of  the  attack  upon 
Tournay,  before  he  proceeded  to  action.  But 
a  part  of  bis  right  wing  were  attacked  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  evening  by  the  Austrians,  whom 
they  repulsed.  Notwithstanding  tl)is  succesH^ 
two  regiments  of  his  eavahry  mounted  their 
horses,  without  orders,  about  ten  o'clock,  and 
moved  off  to  the  left  of  the  camp.  The  general 
bbserving  this,  rode  after  them  alone  and  un- 
armed. But  they  bemg  on  a  quick  ^rot,  carried 
him  along  with  them  for  more  than  a  league  :— 
nor  could  he  procure  a  hearings  while  they  a^ 
cried  out  that  they  were  betrayed.  At  lengthj 
however,  they  were  prevailed  with  to  listen  to 
him,  and  he  succeeded  so  for  as  to  bring  them 
all  back  to  the  camp,  except  about  forty  or  fifty, 
who  proceeded  to  Valenoienncs,  reporting  that 
the  whole  army  was  betrayed  by  their  general^ 
who  bad  deserted  to  the  Aiistrians.  Next  morn- 
ing, which  was  the  SDth  of  April,  Biron  having 
been  informed  of  the  failure  of  IHIIon,  began  hjs 
retreat ;  and  leaving  a  part  of  his  army  to  kftp 
possession  of  Qoievrain,  be  led  tbe  reat  to  a 
camp  which  he  bad  formerly  ^occupied  in  that 
neighbourhood.  The  party  who  had  be^  left  in 
Quievrain  were  soon  driven  thence  by  a  bodv  of 
Hulans.  Biron,  finding  his  camp  not  tenable, 
whije  the  enemy  was  in  possession  of  that  place^ 
determined  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  it,  which 
he  eflfected.  But  not  being  able  to  keep  it  with- 
out reinforcements,  he  was  obliged  to  give  it  up ; 
and  leaving  his  camp  and  his  whole  train  of 
artillery  to  the  enemy,  he  retreated  with  the 
Utmost  prjBcipitation  to  Valenciennes.  In  this 
expedition  tbe  French  lost  a  number  of  men,  by 
hunger  and  fatigue^  as  well  as  by  the  sword  of 
their  opponents. 

The  third  expedition  consisted  only  of  four- 
teen hundred  infantry,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
horse,  under  the  command  of  M.Carl.  These 
presented  themselves  befpi-e  Fumes ;  and  upon 
their  declaring  that  they  came  not  to  make  war 
upon  the  Flemings,  but  to  treat  them  as  brethren,  . 
the  magistrates  ofiered  them  the  keys  of  their 
gates.  But  the  failure  of  the  general  plan  obliged 
Carl  also  to  retreat.;  and  he  arrived  at  Dunkirk 
without  effecting  any  thing. 

In  the  mean  tine,  M.  La  Fayette,^  who  had 
the  command  of  the  maiti  army,  had^orders  to 
pi'oceed  to  Givet,  where  he  was  to  be  on  the  30th 
of  the  mqntli ;  and  they,  with  the  other  armies 
under  Dillon,  Biron,  and  Rochambcau,  were  to 
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BOOK  I.  from  a  general  rendezTous  in  the  heart  of  the 
,  ■  Austrian  Netherlands.  La  Fayette  having  col- 
Chap.  I.  lected  a  train  of  seirenty-eigfat  pieces  of  cannon, 
sent  it  off  vrith  a  large  convoy,  nnder  the  com- 
mand of  M.  Narbonne,  nvho  marched  fifty-six 
leagues  in  the  space  of  five  days ;  himself  followed 
with  the  rest  of  the  army,  and  arrived  on  the  day 
appointed ;  but  the  failure  of  DHlon  and  Biron 
rendered  this  expedition  also  in  a  great  measure 
abortive,  though  La  Fayette  continued  to  keep 
his  ground. 

The  Austrian  army,  on  the  contrary,  was  a 
considerable  time  before  they  were  able  to  act  on 
the  offensive,  and  it  was  not  till  the  17th  of  May 
that  they  made  an  attack  upon  Bavai,  and  took 
the  garrison  prisoners.  As  soon  as  the  French 
were  informed  of  this,  M.  Noailles  was  sent 
against  them  with  a  van-euard  of  cavalry,  accom- 
panied by  Marshal  Luckner  himself. — Marshal 
Rocbambeau  followed  with  a  body  of  infantry  to 
support  him ;  but  before  their  arrival,  the  Aus- 
trians  had  retreated,  carrying  with  them  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  forage,  which  seems  to  have 
been  their  principal  object. 

La  Fayette  s'  army  occupied  the  tract  of 
•ountry  extending  from  Givet  to  Bou vines.  His 
advanced  ffuard  under  the  command  of  M. 
Gouvion,  being  employed  in  foraging,  were 
attacked  on  the  23d  ot  Mav,  near  Florennes,  by  a 
body  of  Austrians,  who  obliged  them  to  retreat 
with  the  loss  of  twenty  tents,  three  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  near^  one  hundred^en  killed  and 
wounded.  Another  attack  was  made  upon  them 
near  Maubege  on  the  11th  of  June.  Gouvion, 
as  soon  as  he  perceived  their  designs,  sent  off  his 
eamp  equipage  to  that  town,  and  began  a  retreat- 
ing fight.  La  Fayette,  having  got  intdligenoe  of 
his  danirer,  sent  him  a  consid^rwle  remforcement 
under  Narbonne,  who  feu  upon  the  flank  of  the 
Austrians,  while  Fayette  himself  advanced  against 
them  with  the  main  army.  This  obliged  them  to 
retreat,  leaving  som^  killed  and  wounded  behind 
them.  In  this  skirmish  the  French  lost  Gouvion, 
who  was  esteemed  one  of  their  best  generals  ;  but 
the  troops  which  he  had  commanded  took  posses- 
sion of  their  former  post. 

In  the  month  of  June,  the  armies  of  France 
made  some  progress  in  the  Netherlands.  They 
obtained  possession  of  Courtenay,  Ypres,  Menin, 
and  some  other  places  ef  less  importance.  But 
they  did  not  long  enjoy  these  conquests.  Being 
informed  that  the  Austrians  and  Prussians  were 
bearing  down  upon  them  in  two  columns^  with  a 
force  much  superior  to  their  own,  they  retreated 
to  Valenciennes  and  Givet. 

While  these  events  were  taking  place  in  the 
field,  the  French  cabinet  was  distracted  by  angry 
contests,  which  terminated  in  the  resignation  of 
Marshal  Rocbambeau,  the  commander-iurchief  of 


the.  northern  army,  and  of  M.  de  Grave,  the 
minister  for  the  war  department  *,  the  former  of 
whom  was  succeeded  by  Luckner,  and  the  latter 
by  Servan.  Thfe  determination  of  the  king  not 
to  give  the  royal  assent  to  a  decree  for  embodying 
20,000  men  in  .the  neighbourhood  of  Paris,  and 
his  refusal  to  discard  his  confessor,  who  had  re- 
fused to  recognize  the  new  order  of  things,  pro- 
duced an  intemperate  letter  from  Roknd  to  his 
mi\jesty,  which  led  not  only  to  his  removal  from 
the  cabinet,  but  also  to  the  dismissal  of  Servana 
and  Clavieres ;  and  after  some  other  changes,  they 
were  succeeded  by  a  new  administration  of  the 
Feuillant  party. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  great  change  had  taken 
place  in  the  public  mind  in  Paris,  ana  the  conduct 
of  the  king  had  given  rise  to  suspicions,  which 
the  dismission  of  Koland,  one  of  the  Girondists, 
had  tended  considerably  to  increase.  On  the  20th 
of  June,  the  suburbs  of  St.  Antonin  were  per- 
ceived to  be  in  commotion :  and  one  Santerre,  who 
placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the  mob,  produced 
a  petition  to  the  king  for  the  dismission  of  the 
new  administration,  and  the  vrithdrawing  ef  the 
vetOf  by  means  of  which,  he  had  been  persuaded 
to  suspend  the  execution  of  several  decrees.  An 
immense  multitude  then  commenced  their  march, 
armed  with  pikes,  preceded  by  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  accompanied  by  a  crowd  of  wi^m^n  : 
increasing  as  they  advanced,  they  at  length  reach- 
ed the  assembly,  and  having  halted  some  time, 
deputed  a  few  persons  to  require  permission  to 
present  their  homage,  and  file  through  its  hall. 
They  then  proceeded  to  the  palace,  which  was 
shut ;  but  they  soon  burst  their  way,  in  spite  of 
every  opposition,  and  arrived  in  the  presence  of 
his  migesty,  to  whom  they  read  their  potion.— 
Louis  XVI.  exhibited  on  this  occasion  a  degree 
of  couraee,  which  had  been  supposed  Wholly 
incompatible  with  his  character;  neither  the 
threats  nor  bowlings  of  this  insolent  mob  could 
prevail  upon  him  to  alter  his  intentions,  or  with- 
draw his  veto ;  but  he  was  under  the  necessity  of 
wearing  the  red  cap,  the  symbol  of  the  jacobms, 
which  was  placed  on  his  head  bv  the  bauds  of  a 
man  iuebnated  with  liquor,  and  ^acula^iog  the 
most  terrible  oaths. 

At  length,  in  consequence  of  a  long  and 
animated  speech,  delivered  by  Vergniaux,  who 
placed  himself  on  the  shoulders  of  one  of  the 
mob,  and  a  few  words  from  Petion,  Mayor  ot\^ 
Paris,  the  populace  was  persuaded  to  retire,* 
without  committing  the  least  injury  against  any 
part  of  the  royal  family.  This  visit  to  the  Thuil- 
leries  was  but  a  prelude  to  one  far  more  terrible ;  « 
for  though  the  Girondists,  who  only  wished  for 
a  popular  administration,  always  exhibited  a  laud- 
able aversion  to  the  shedding  of  blood  ;  yet  it 
was  otherwise  with  their  rivals,  who  now  began 
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to  display  a  degree  of  ferooity  httberto  trnexam- 
pled  in  any  age  or  country.  It  must  be  confessed, 
on  the  other  band,  that  the  new  ministers  did 
not  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  people ;  and  that 
the  hostile  preparations  at  the  castle,  the  retention 
of  a  body  of  the  Swiss  guards,  in  express  opposi- 
tion to  the  laws,  and  the  seduction  of  some  bat- 
talions of  the  national  Tolunteers,  tended  not  a 
little  to  irritate  the  minds  of  the  Parisians. 

Ob  the  14th  of  July,  the  day  of  the  federa- 
tion, when  Louis  approached  the  altar  to  renew 
his  oath,  a  thousand  tongues  denounced  him  as  a 
peijured  prince  ;  and  it  was  with  some  difficulty 
that  the  Swiss  guards,  and  the  national  grenadiers, 
could  insure  his  safety,  amidst  the  immense  and 
exasperated  crowd  that  surrounded  him.*  His 
enemies,  however,  were  divided  in  respect  to  his 
punishment ;  Brissot,  Yergniaux,  and  the  other 
popular  leaders,  desirous  to  act  in  compliance  to 
the  constitution,  repeatedly  invoked  the  assembly 
to  depose  him  ;  but  the  jacobins,  in  conformity 
to  the  violence  of  their  character,  were  for  recur- 
ring to  more  desperate  measures. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  a  declaration  of  war 
against  France,  was  promulgated  in  the  names  of 
Maria  Christina,  Princess  Royal  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia,  and  Albebt  Casimir,  Prince  Royal 
of  Poland  and  Lithuania,  the  Governor- general 
of  the  Austrian  Low  Countries.  This  proclamar 
tion  was  followed,  on  the  5th  of  July,  by  a  counter- 
declaration  against  France,  on  tbe  part  of  Fran- 
cis II.  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia;  and  on 
the  26th  of  the  same  month,  Frederick-William 
II.  published  a  concise  exposition  of  the  reasons 
which  determined  Prussia  to  take  up  arms  against 
France.  It  was  at  this  crisis,  that  the  armies  of  the 
allied  sovereigns,  amounting  to  80,000  of  tbe  best 
troops  in  Europe,  accompanied  by  a  formidable 
band  of  expatriated  nobles,  were  about  to  enter 
France  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick,  a  leader  who  bad  sensed  with  dis- 
tinguished reputation  under  Frederick  tbe  Great, 
and  who  had  gained  fresh  laurels  by  the  sadden 
conquest  of  Holland.  On  the  arrival  of  the 
iDuke  at  Coblentz,  with  tbe  first  division  of  his 
army,,  he  was  proclaimed  Generalissimo,  and  on 
tlie  25th  of  July,  he  put  forth  a  manifesto,  expla-. 
natory  of  the  reasons  which  actuated  tbe  allied 
sovereigns  in  taking  up  arms  against  France,  and 
pointing  out  the  line  of  conduct  which  would  be 
bursuedby  the  invading  army  towards  thatnationl 
This  memorable  document  was  expressed  in  the 
following  terms ; 

DECLARATION. 

Jddreued  by  his  Mo$i  Seitue  Hi.  hnen  tht  reijfning  Duktt  of 
Brunswick    Lunenhiigt    dmrnanding    the    c&mbined 

*  Prtcis  HLstorique  de  la  Rerolution,  par  Lacretelle,  p.  267. 


jlrtniet  of  their  AfafeMiei  the  BtHtperar  mdthe  Kin$  cf  HOOK    ti 
Pruuia^  to  the  inhafntanU  of  France.  ,. 


"  Thbir  Majesties  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Pros- 
sia  ha?ioj^  iDtrusted  me  with  tbe  command  of  the  combmed 
armies,  assembled  on  the  frontiers  of  France^  1  think  it  my 
dut^  to  inform  the  inhabitants  of  that  kingdom  of  the  motif  es 
which  have  inflaenced  the  conduct  of  the  two  fioyereigns,  and 
of  the  principles  by  which  they  are  guided. 

*<  Afler  arbitrarily  suppressing  the  rights  and  iofading 
the  ppssessions  of  the  Oeriilao  princes  in  Alsace  and  Lor- 
raine ;  after  having  disturbed  and  overthrown,  in  the  interior 
part  of  the  kingdom,  all  order  and  lawful  government;  after 
having  been  guilty  of  the  most  daring  attadks,  and  having 
had  reoourse  to  the  most  violent  measures,  which  are  still 
daily  renewed,  against  the  most  sacred  person  of  the  king, 
and  against  his  august  family ;  those  who  have  seised  on  the 
reigos  of  government  have,  at  length,  filled  the  qMasorca 
of  their  guilt,  by  declaring  an  unjust  war  against  his  ro«esty 
the  Eniperor,  and  by  invading  his  provinces  uf  the  Low- 
Countries.  Some  of  tbe  possesswns  belonging  to  the  German 
empire  have  been  equally  exposed  to  the  same  oppression, 
and  many  others  have  only  af oided  tbe  danger  by  yielding 
to  the  impetuous  threats  of  tbe  domineering  party  and  their 
emissaries. 

<<  His  majesty  the  -Ring  of  Prussia,  united  with  his 
imperial  majesty  in  the  bands  of  the  strictest  defensive 
alliance,  and  as  a  preponderant  member  hiaiself  of  the  Ger- 
manic  body,  could  npt  refuse  msMehing  to  the  assistance  of 
his  ally  and  his  co-estates. '  It  is  under  this  double  relation 
that  he  undertakes  the  defence  of  that  monarch  and  of 
Germany. 

"  To  these  high  interesU  is  added  another  impoitant  ob« 
ject,  and  wliich  botli  sovereigns  have  most  oordiatiy  in  view^ 
which  is,  to  put  an  end  to  the  anarchy  which  prevails  in  tbe 
interior  part  of  France,  to  pot  a  flop  to  the  attacks  made  on 
tbe  throne  and  the  aitar,  to  restore  the  king  to  his  legiti- 
mate power,  to  liberty,  and  to  safety,  of  which  be  is  now 
deprived,  and  to  place  him  in  such  asitaatioQf  that  be  may 
exercise  that  Intimate  authority  to  which  he  is  entitled. 

**  Convinced  that  the  sober  pirt  of  tbe  nation  detest  the 
exeeases  of  a  fkctioo  which  has  enslaved  them,  and  the  ma- 
jority of  the  inhabitants  wait  with  impatience  the  moment 
when  soceours  shall  arrive,  |o  declare  themselves  openly 
against  the  odious  enterprises  of  their  oppressors ;  his  m^esfy 
the  Emperor,  and  his  maiesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  earnestly 
invite  them  to  retaro  without  delay  into  the  paths  of  reason 
and  of  justice,  of  order  and  peace.  It  is  with  this  view  that 
I,  the  nnder-written  general  commandant-in-chief  of  the  two 
armies,  do  declare — 

"  1st.  That,  drawn  into  the  present  war  by  irrestsiible 
circumstances,  the  two  allied  eourta  have  no  other  object  in 
view  than  the  welfare  of  Franoe,  without  any  pretence  to 
enrich  theoMelves  by  making  conqoests. 

"  2dly.  That  they  do  not  mean  to  meddle  with  the 
internal  government  of  France,  but  that  they  simply  intend 
to  deliver  the  king,  the  queen,  and  the  royal  family,  from 
their  captivity,  and  to  insure  to  his  roost  christian  msji-sty 
that  safety  which  is  necessary  for  his  making,  without  danger 
and  without  obstacles,  such  convocations  as  be  shall  judge 
proper,  and  for  endeavouring  to  insure  the  weKare  of  bis 
Buhjecis,  according  to  his  promises,  and  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power. 

*«  3dly.  That  the  eombined  armies  shall  protect  the 
io#ns,  bonrgs,  and  villages,  as  well  as  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty of  all  those  who  sboll  submit  to  the  king;  and  that 
tbpy  will  concur  in  the  restoratioDof  order  an*!  polce  tbteugh- 
out  France. 
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'*  4thly,  lliat  the  Datnoal  ^oards  are  calkd  ofioo  to 
preierre  profiaiooally  traoquilliiy  io  towna  and  ill  Ibe 
coiintry,  to.  provide  for  the  perMoal  lafety  aod  property  of 
all  Frencbmoo  aolil  the  arrival  of  the  troops  heloa^^  to 
their  imperial  and  royal  majestiea,  or  until  orders  he  given 
to  the  contrary,  on  pain  of  beiog  persooally  respoosioie; 
that,  on  the  <U>Dtrar^,  such  nationtl  gaards  as  shall  fight 
against  the  troops  of  the  two  allied  courts,  and  who  shall  be 
taken  with  irms  in  their  hands,  shall  be  treated  as  enemies, 
and  pnnished  as  rebels  to  their  king,  aod  as  disturbers  of  the 
public  peaee. 

'*dthly.  Thai  the  general  offiisers,  the  sohaheros,  and 
soldiers  of  the  regular  French  troops,  are  equally  called  npon 
to  return  to  their  tbrmer  allegiance,  and  to  sttmiiil  hmiiedt-* 
aiely  to  the  kinjp ^  their  legitimate  sovefeigo* 

'*  6thly,  That  the  members  of  depArtmeiits,  diairicti^ 
and  tnuOicipaKties,  shaH  he  equally  res|MMilHti^,  on  pain  of 
losing  their  bcadi  and  their  estates,  for  4M  thecHmes,  all 
the  conflagrations,  all  the  murders^  anu  the  pillage,  which  Ibey 
shaM  suffer  to  take  ptace,  aod  which  tli«y  shall  aoi  have; 
in  a  public  manner,  attempted  to  prevent,  within  their  re* 
•pective  territories ;  that  they  shaH  also  he  oMigcd  to  con* 
tmne  their  functions,  until  his  most'chriitiaD  fl^«|estyy  when 
■et  at  full  liberty,  sfarall  olake  fhrther  arrangemeiita,  or  until 
further  orders  begiveain  his  ntme. 

"  7tbiy,  That  the  inhabitants  of  towns,  hevijgv^  and 
villages,  who  shall  dare  to  defend  themselves  against  the 
troops  of  their  imperial  and  royal  mi^jesties,  and  to  fire  upon 
them,  either  in  the  open  countrv,  or  through  half  •open 
doors,  or  windows  of  their  houses,  shall  be  punished  instantly, 
according  to  the  rigorous  mlea  of  war,  or  their  houses  shall 
be  demolished,  or  burned.  On  the  contrary^  all  the  ioha« 
bitants  of  the  said  towns,  bourgs,  and  villages,  who  shall 
readily  sobroit  to  their  king,  by  opening  their  |^tes  to  the 
Ifoops  belonging  to  their  majesties,  shaH  be  immediatelv 
under  their  safeguard  and  proieotioo ;  their  estates,  their 
property,  and  their  persons,  ihall  be  secured  by  the  laws, 
and  eadi  and  all  of  them  shaH  he  in  fuH  safety. 

<*  8th1y,  The  chy  of  Piris,  and  ail  hs  inbdbiiants  without 
distinction,  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  instantly  and  with-> 
•at  deby  to  the  king,  to  set  that  princ^  at  full  liberty,  and  to 
insure  to  his  and  all  the  #oyM  persons  thni  inviolabiltty 
and  respect  which  are  doe,  by  the  laws  of  nature  and  of 
nations,  to  sovereigns ;  their  imperial  and  royal  miueetiea 
roakin|f  personally  responsible  for  all  events,  on  pahi  of  losing 
their  needs,  pursuant  to  military  trials,  witWiut  hopes  of 
pardon,  aU  the  membora  of  the  national  assembly,  of  the  de- 
partment, of  the  district,  of  the  municipality,  and  of  the 
national  guards  of  Paris,  justices  of  peace,  and  others  whom 
it  may  concern :  and  their  imperial  and  royal  majesties  fur- 
ther declarei  on  their  faith  and  word  of  emperor  and  king, 
that  if  the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries  be  forced  or  insulted — if 
the  least  violence  be  offered,  the  least  outrage  done  their 
majesties,  the  kin^,  the  queen,  and  the  roval  family — if 
they  be  not  immediately  placed  in  safety,  and  set  at  liberty, 
they  win  inflict  on  those  who  shall  deserve  it  the  most  exem- 
plary and  ever-memoreble  avenging  punishments,  by  giving 
up  the  city  of  Parte  to  military  execution,  and  exposing  it  to 
total  destr  notion ;  aod  the  rebels  who  shall  be  guilty  of  illegal 
resistance,  shall  suffer  the  punishments  which  they  shall  have 
deserved ;  their  imperial  and  royal  majesties  promise,  on  tlie 
contrary,  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Paris,  to  employ 
tlipir  good  offices  with  bis  most  christian  oMJesty,  to  obtain 
for  them  a.  pardon  for  their  insults  .and  errors,  and  to  adopt 
the  most  vigorous  measures  for  the  security  of  their  perioos 
and  property,  provided  they  speedily  and  strictly  conform  to 
the  above  instructions. 

*'  Pioally,  Their  majesties  not  being  at  liberty  to  sc- 
Knowledt^e  any  other  laws  in  France,  except  those  which 
sikall  be  derived  froin  the  king,  when  at  full  liberty,  protest 
beloMiand  aj^oinst  the  anth^uticity  of  all  kind  of  declaratiuns 
which  may  be  issued  in  the  name  of  the  king,  so  long  as 
his  sacred  person,  and  that  of  the  queen,  and  the  princes, 


of  the  whole  royal  family,  shall  not  ho  in  full  safoty  :  and, 
with  this  view,  their  imperial  and  royal  m^esties  invite  and 
Ihtreat  his  most  christian  majesty  to  name  a  town  in  htskii^ 
dom,  nearest  to  the  frontten,  to  which  he  wouM  wish  to  re* 
move,  together  with  the  queen  and  the  royal  family,  under  n . 
strong  andaalh  escort,  which  nhaU  be  sent  lor  that  purpose  ; 
80  that  his  most  christian  aMJenty  may,  in  perfect  safety,  send 
for  such  ministers  and  oounsellora  as  he  ahall  be  nleased  to 
name,  order  such  convocations  as  he  shall  thloK  proper, 
and  provide  for  the  restoretion  of  order,  and  the  regular  ad  • 
ministration  of  bk  kmgdom. 

*^Inflae^  I  dedare  and  premise,  in  my  own  individoal 
name,  and  in  tny  above  qnalitY,  to  cause  to  be  abservcid 
every  where,  by  the  troops  under  m^  command,  good  and 
strict  discipline ;  nromising  to  treat  with  mildness  and  mode- 
reti<^  those  well-dtsposed  subjects  who  shall  submit  peacably 
aiid  quietly,  and  to  employ  fhrcca  vtt^iMt  those  only  wlio 
shaU  be  guttty  of  renistance,  and  manimtevil  intentieBB. 

**  1  therefore  call  upon  and  expect  aU  the  inhabitants  of 
the  kingdom,  in  the  most  earnest  and  forcible  manner,  not 
to  nuike  any  opposition  to  the  troops  under  my  command, 
hut  rather  to  suffer  them  every -where  to  enter  nie  kingdom 
firiely,  nnd  to  aflbtfd  them  all  the  anstsiinoe,  andnhew  them 
aU  the  benavolepon  n  hieh  cireiunstanocs  may  re^uiff^ 

'*  Given  at  genenl  quartern  at  Coblentz, 
«« July  25, 1792. 
(BIgned)  **  CuAftLES  William  Feudiitand, 

"^  BORB  OP  BrONSWICK  LUNfiNBCaO." 

* 

jidditwnal  DtehrtAwn,  hg  hi»  Moit  Serene  N^hneti  iJke 
tdffning  Duke  ofBrwuwiek  eaei  Lumemhwrgk^  mddrmed 
to  the  MMtemii  ijf^Fhmc*. 

<«  The  declaretion  which  I  have  addressed  to  the  Inha- 
bitants of  France,  dated  general  ouarten  at  Coblentz,  July 
25,  must  have  safiicient!ly  made  Known  the  drm  resolves  of 
their  majeetics  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Prosaia,  when 
they  intrusted  me  wifli  the  coasmand  of  the  combined 
armies. 

<^  The  liberty  and  safety  of  tlie  sacred  persons  of  the 
king,  of  the  queen,  and  of  the  royal  family,  being  one  of  the 
principal  motives  which  have  determined  their  imperial 
and  royal  majesties  to  act  in  concert,  1  have  made  known,  by 
my  said  declaration,  to  the  inhabitanta  of  Paris,  my  resslvn 
toinflict  on  them  the  most  terrible  punishments  if  the  least 
insult  should  be  offered  to  his  most  christian  miyesty,  for 
whom  the  city  of  Paris  is  particularly  responsible. 

'*  Without  making  the  least  alteration  to  the  8th  article 
of  the  said  declaration  of  the  2dth  instant,  I  declare,  besides, 
that  if,  contrary  to  att  expecutbn,  by  the  perfidy  and  base- 
ness of  some  tnhabitaots  of  Paris,  the  king,  the  queeo,  or 
any  other  person  of  the  royal  family,  should  be  carried  off 
from  that  city,  all  the  places  aod  towns  whatsoever,  tvhich 
shall  not  have  opposed  their  passage,  and  shall  not  have 
stopped  their  proceeding,  shall  incur  the  same  pnnislimeDts 
as  those  inflicted  on  the  inhabitants  of  Pans,  and  the  route 
which  shaH  be  taken  by  those  who  carry  off  thovking  and 
the  royal  family,  shall  be  marked  with  a  series  of  exemplary 
punishments,  josily  due  to  the  authora  and  abettora  of  crimes 
for  which  there  Is  no  remission. 

<*  All  the  inhabitants  of  France  are  in  general  to  take 
warnins'  of  the  dangera  whh  which  they  aie  threatened,  and 
which  u  will  be  impossible  for  them  to. avoid,  unless  they, 
with  sll  their  might,  and  bv  every  means  in  their  power,  op- 
pose the  passage  of  the  kin^snod  royal  family,  to  whatever 
place  the  factious  may  attempt  to  carry  them.  Thrir  impe- 
perial  and  royal  majesties  will  not  allow  any  place  of  retreat 
to  be  the  ftte  choice  of  his  mOst  christian  majesty  (in  case 
he  should  comply  with  the  invitation  which  has  been  made 
him),  utttess  that  retreat  he  effieeted  under  the  escort  winch 
has  been  offered. 
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*'  All  declarations  whatsoerer,  in  the  name  of  his  most 

Christian  Majesty,  which  shall  be  contrary  to  the  ol^ect 

which  their  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesties  haye  in  view, 

shall  consequently  be  considered  as  null  and  without  effect. 

"  Given  at  gpeneral  quarters  atCoblents^ 

"  July  27,  1792. 

(Sigoed)  *^  CifAttLES   Willuh    FBapOfANJI, 

^*  DvKE  OF  Brunswick  Lvnenburp,^* 

-  The  immecliate  eflfact  of  this  dictatorial  and 
impolitic  ipaoifesto,  was  to  uuite  all  parties  in 
France.  The  Brisso tines,  and  the  reuillans, 
were  alike  desiroas  to  sa^e  themselyes  from  the 
m^aced  cbastisement,  and  to  preserve  their 
country  from  a  foreign  yoke.  The  duke,  speak- 
ing in  the  name  of  his  royal  piasters,  protested 
indeed  ^^  that  they  did  not  meaii.  to  meddle  with 
the  internal  government  of  France ;''  but  at  the 
tame,  time  he  denounces  vengeance  afi^ainst  all 
those  who  should  be  found  in  arms  in  defence  of 
the  existing  government  and  institutions  of  their 

'  ^untry^  and  these  .denunciations  are  directed 
alike  against  the  mildest  advocate  of  a  limited 
monarchy,  and  the  most  furious  partisan  of  plun- 
der and  revolt 

On  the  fourth  day  of  the  following  month, 
a  long  manifesto  was  published  by  the  King  of 

.  Hungary,  now  become  the  Emperor  of  Germany, 
in  conjunctiou  with  the  King  of  Prussia,  in  which  > 
they  condemned  the  French  revolution  as  unjust 
and  illegal  m  its  principles ;  horrid  in  the  means 
by  which  it  was  effected ;  and  disastrous  in  its 
consequences,  both  as  it  regarded  the  happiness 
of  the  people,  and  the  just  prerogative  of  the 
sovereign,  who  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
writing  that  he  was  free  ^  ^^  which,^*  say  the  allied 
sovereigns,  *^  is  a  sufficient  proof  that  he  is 
pot  so  in  reality." 

On  the  8th  of  the  same  month,  the  French 
princes,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  emi- 
grants, published  a  manifesto,  wherein  the  limi- 
tation of  the  monarchy  is  considered  as  ^^  a  mon- 
strous system ;"  produced  by  ^^  a  conspiracy  of 
atrocious  minds  ;**  and  require,  *^  in  the  king's 
Dame,^'  all  commanders  of  tovms,  citadels,  and 
ibrtresses,  tluroughout  the  kingdom,  to  open  their 
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gates  and    deliver    up  the  keys    on    the  first  BOOK  I. 
summons,  on  pain  **  of  being  tried  ^for  disobe- 
dience to  the  king,  and  treated  as  rebels."* 

The  hero  of  the  league,  Frederick  William 
II.  who  was  declared  chief  of  the  Germanic 
confederation,  soon  after  arrived  at  Coblentz, 
where  he  was  received  as  a  conqueror  by  his  owii 
troops,  while  the  emigrants  hailed  in  him  their 
deliverer.  His  ms^esty  soon  afterwards  reviewed 
his  army^  composed,  of  50,(K>0  Prusi^iansA  at  the 
head  of  wbjicb  he  himself  intended  io.  t^ke  the 
field.  The  aulLiliaries  were  to  consist  of  30,000 
Austrians,  under  th^  coipiivaiiLd  of  the  Prinoe  de 
Hohenlohe,  and  the  Cpunt  de  Chiirfayt  Th^ 
Prince  Ife^ae  wa^  to  supply  6,000  of  his  sub- 
jeqt9 ;  wd  th^  FrenpU  qoWeai  aw4  their  folio wersj| 
w^  now  assu^ied  th^  n^Mue  of  the  royal  armf^ 
^eady  anoiinted  to  22^000,  led  by  the  Counts 
de  Provence  and  Artois,  and  by  the  Prince  do 
Cond6,  and  the  Duke  de  Bqu^bou,  and  cantoned 
on  th^  borders  of  the  Rhine.  This  military  force, 
which  nmounted  to  ^08,000  men,  was  now  pre- 
pafiag  V>  open .  a  campaign,  on  the  success  of 
^biqb,  the  fate  of  30  many  mcdaa^chs,  princes^ 
and  nobles,  depended.. 

•Xhe  Dukc^  of  QrunswLc^,.  ii^  pQuformity  to 
a  previous  f^s^^ment  between  the  CQmbinea 
powers,  was  to  n^rch  against  Longwy,  by  the 
way  of  Treves  and  Lus^embour^.  After  having^ 
reauced  thfit  place^  wd,  if  possiblCji  Monimedv 
alsot  both  of  wbi^h .  w«re  to  ^^rve  $u»  arsenals  ap^ 
magasines  for  bis  aimy,  it  was  intended  that  he 
should  obtain  possession  of.  Verdun,  Sedan,  and 
Mezieres.  The  court  of  Vienna  promised  tQ 
second  these  efforts  by  ineans  .  of  two.  armi^S| 
one  of  which  was  to  attack  Thionville,  and 
inenace  liandau  and  Saarlouis,  while  fmother^ 
issuing  ftovfk  the  Austrian  Netherlands,  over-ran 
the  northern  department,  and  laid  siege  to  Lisle  ; 
but  in  consequence  of  the  inability  of  the  court  of 
Vienna  to  fulfil  its  engagements,  thi9  plan  of 
bostittties  underwent  some  modification. 

•  See  <'  A  Collection  ef  Btate  PftperS)  relative  to  the 
Ww  stgainst  France.'* 
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CHAPTER  II. 


Agitations  in  Pari^^^Massacre  (fthe  10th  of  August — The  Royal  Familj/  take  Refuge  in  the  Assembly — 
The  King  deposed — M.  La  Fayette*s  Conduct  and  History — Disposition  of  the  other  French 
Generals — Distracted  State  of  the  Capital — Papular  Enthusiasm. 


BOOK   I.  THE  situation  of  Loais  XVI.,  like  that  of 

^  his  kingdom,  was  now  critical  in  the  extreme.  An 

5^^*_J^V  opinion  had  gone  abroad  that  the  sovereign  was 
1702^  ^^  league  with  the  enemies  of  France,  to  crush 
^^  "^  the  constitution  that  he  had  sworn  to  support ; 
and  it  must  be  confessed,  that  the  declaratioius  of 
the  emigrant  nobles  gave  too  much  countenance 
to  that  opinion.  On  the  3d  of  August,  Petion, 
the  Mayor  of  Paris,  at  tlie  head  of  the  sections 
of  that  capital,  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  national 
assembly,  demanding  the  deposition  of  the  king. 
Petitions  of  a  similar  import  were  brought  up 
from  other  bodies,  and  the  two  great  parties  in 
ppposidon  to  the  crown,  concurred  in  the  expe- 
diency of  removing  the  king  from  the  head  of  the 
government.  The  Girondists  contented  them- 
selves with  declaring,  that  he  had  uicurred  the 
penalty  of  forfeiture ;  but  the  Jacobins  determined 
not  only  to  punish  the  king,  but  also  to  destroy 
the  monarchy.  For  this  purposd,  an  extensive 
conspiracy  was  formed,  at  the  head  of  which 
stood  Conville,De8moalins,  Danton,  Fabre  d*£g- 
lantiue,  Tallten,  Collet  d'Herbois,  Billaud  de 
Varennes,  and  Santerre,  M'bo  met  on  the  evening 
of  the  0th  of  August,  in  the  hall  of  the  CordeHers. 
Danton,  with  a  loud  and  furious  voice,  reca- 
pitulated the  crimes  of  the  court :  ^'  Let  us 
cease,"  said  he,  ^^  to  appeal  to  the  laws  and  the 
legislators ;  the  greater  part  of  them  are  nothing 
better  than  the  accomplices  of  La  Fayette,  whom 
they  have  just  absolved.  To  absolve  that^ traitor 
is  to  deliver  ourselves  to  him,  to  the  enemies  of 
France,  and  to  the  sanguinary  vengeance  of  the 
coalesced  kings. — What  do  I  say  ?  It  is  this  very 
night  which  the  perfidious  Louis  has  selected  for 
delivering  up  to  carnage,  and  to  the  flames,  that' 
capital  he  wishes  once  more  to  leave. — To  arms ! 
to  arms  !"* 

This  cry  was  instantly  repeated  a  thousand 
times,  and  from  a  thousand  different  mouths  :  at 
eleven  o'clock,  the  assembly  formally  declared 
itself  in  **  a  state  of  in'surrection,"  and  a  musket 
was  fired  as  a  signal  for  action. 

On  this,  all  the  members  sallied  forth  :  some 
snatched  up  their  arms  i  others  helped  to  draw 

*  Pr^it  Histprique  de  la  R^volvttioa  Fran9ai89»;  par 
Lacretelle,  p.  294. 


the  cannon ;  a  few  were  dispatched  to  give  notice 
of  their  approach.  Chabot,  Camille,  and  several 
more,  ordered  the  bells  ^  of  the  churches  to  be 
rung;  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  dreadful /oc6};i 
was  heard  throughout  Paris,  impressing  all  its 
inhabitants  with  alarm,  and  wafting  terror  and 
dismay  to  every  apartment  in  the  castle  of  the 
Thuilleries. 

Nor  was  the  palace  wholly  unprovided  in 
respect  to  defence.  The  Swiss  guard  retained 
about  the  person  of  the  king,  in  express  opposi- 
tion to  a  decree  of  the  assembly,  had  been  gained 
by  the  liberality  and  caresses  of  the  court;  but 
although  devoted  to  the  royal  cause,  their  number 
was  incomplete,  nearly  one-half  bein^  absent  at 
Courbevoie.  A  few  companies  of  grenadiers 
belonging  to  the  national  guards  had  also  repaired 
to  the  court  of  the  Thuilleries,  while  the  interior 
was  garrisoned  by  between  seven  and  eight  hun- 
dred royalists,  all  well  armed,  and  resolved  either 
to  conquer  or  die.  The  queen  conducted  herself^ 
on  this  trying  occasion,  with  equal  policy  and  in- 
trepidity. With  a  countenance  that  seemed  still 
to  beam  with  hope,  and  an  eye  denoting  courage,- 
sbe  repaired  from  rank  to  rank,  and  from  post  to 
post,  accompanied  by  the  virtuous  and  accom- 
plished princess,  Madame  Elizabeth,  sister  to 
the  king.  Such  was  the  general  enthusiasm,  that 
it  was  resolved  at  one  time  not  to  remain  on  the 
defensive,  but  to  sally  forth  against  the  insur- 
gents, seize  on  their  cannon,  annoy  their  line  of 
march,  dissipate  their  columns,  pursue  the  fugi- 
tives with  the  horse,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  the 
insurrection.  But  Louis,  although  he  had  at  first 
consented,  did  not  long  approve  of  so  bold  a 
measure ;  for  no  sooner  did  the  dapger  seem  im- 
minent, than  he  was  persuaded  by  Rcederer  to 
abandon  his  palace,  his  nobles,  and  his  guards  ; 
and  before  a  single  shot  was  fired,  he  took  refuge, 
with  his  consort,  his  children,  and  his  sister,  in 
the  bosom  of  the  assembly  ;  thus  annihilating  at 
the  same  time  the  hopes  of  his  defenders  and  the 
fears  of  his  enemies. 

,  The  king,  on  entering  the  assembly,  took  his 
seat  near  the  president,  and  addressing  himself  to 
the  assembly,  said: — ^'  I  come  hither  to  prevent  a 
'^  great  crime  -,  among  you,  Gentlemen,  1  believe 
<«  myself  in  safety.^'    After  some  discussion,  the 
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family  was  placed  in  a  small  box,  appropriated 
to  the  reporters  of  a  newspaper  called  the  Logo- 
graphe,  and  in  this  place  spent  at  least  fourteen 
hours.  Scarcely  had  the  royal  family  ffot 
seated  in  the  box,  when  a  dreadful  cannonading 
shook  the  assembly.  The  insurgents,  amounting 
in  number  to  upwards  of  20,000,  provided  with 
30  pieces  of  cannon,  and  commanded  by  a  mili- 
tary adventurer,  of  the  name  of  Weisterman,  had 
marched  in  battle  array  to  the  palace  of  the  Thuil- 
leries,  which  they  found  defended  by  the  Swiss 
guard,  consisting  of  about  700  men,  about  1,200 
gentlemen,  ardent  friends  of  the  monarchy,  2,400 
national  guards,  under  the  command  of  M.  Mau-. 
dat,  a  firm  supporter  df  the  constitution,  and  a 
body  of  cavalry,  amounting  to  about  1,000  men. 
The  most  daring  of  the  rebels  consisted  chiefly 
of  the  lowest  classes  of  the  inhabitants,  diistin- 
guished  by  the  name  of  Sans  Culottes.  At  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  gates  of  the  Cour 
Royale  were  forced,  and  the  mob  rushed  furiously 
in,  headed  by  a  party  of  the  Marseillois,  a  kind 
of  revolutionary  volunteers,  who  were  instantly 
drawn  up  iiji  two  squares  facing  the  palace.  Hav- 
ing taken  this  station,  a  n\imber  of  the  Sans. Cu- 
lottes rushed  upon  the  Swiss  centinel ;  seized,  and 
beat  out  the  brains  of  six  of  their  victims.  The 
Swiss  soldiers,  on  observing  this  outrage,  drew  np 
in  order  of  battle,  and  seeing  no  other  alternative, 
fired  "upon  the  insurgents.  The  assailants  then 
applied  their  matches  to  the  cannon,  and  the  en- 
gagement soon  became  general.  The  national 
fuard  not  tiavine  receivra  any  orders^  from  the 
ing  before  his  aeparture  for  the  assembly,  were 
at  a  loss  how  to  act,  and  the  contest  lay  chiefly 
betiyeen  the  Marseillois  and  the  Swiss,  The  gen- 
darmerie, who  had  theii;  station  near  the  coach^ 
house,  were  placed  between  the  fire  of  both  par- 
ties, and  out  of  100  men,  25  of  them  at  least  fell 
a  sacrifice  without  firing  a  shot.  After  a  gallant 
iresisiance,  which  continued  for  upwards  of  ai| 
hour,  the  Swiss  soldiers,  who  had  frequently  en- 
joyed a  momentary  victory,  but  who  were  now 
reduced  to  the  greatest  extremities,  from  the  want 
of  am  munition,  and  overpowered  by  numbers,  were 
obliged  to  give  way,  and  to  cry  t'o^uarter ;  but 
their  murderous  adversaries,  instead  of  feeling  a 
generous  sympathy  towards  their  vanquished  foe, 
pursued  the  fugitives  with  implacable  hostility, 
and  the  victory  ii)  the  end  was  converted  into  a 
massacre;  the  national  guard  so  far  disgrace^ 
themselves  as  to  unite  with  the  infuriated  popu* 
lace  in  the  murder  of  their  fellow-soldiers.  Every 
Swiss  soldier  in  the  ps^lace  fell  s^  sacrifice  to  th^ 
ungovernable  resentment  pf  (lie  insurgents ;  and 
a  small  party  qf  seventeen,  who  had  tuen  refuge 
in  the  vestry-room  of  the  ohapel,  no  sooner  laid 
4own  their  arms,  than  they  were  put  to  death. 
The  gentl^m^n  who  remained  in  the  palace 
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security  from  the  fory  of  the  mob,  and  after  rally 

ing  about  500  of  the  fugitives,  they  at  length  sue-  Cmap.  II. 
ceeded  in  taking  refuge  in  the  national  assembly,  ^^^T^'TT^ 
but  not  till  they  had  passed  through  the  ordeal  l'^^ 
of  a  galling  fire  from  several  of  the  insurgent  bat- 
talions stationed  at  about  30  yards  from  the  gates 
of  the  palace.  Of  the  whole  regiment  of  the  Swiss,' 
the  number  that  survived  this  terrible  day  of 
slaughter  did  not  exceed  two  hundred,  and  these, 
by  a  decree  of  the  assembly,  were  placed  under 
the  protection  of  the  state,  but  which  in  fact  had 
no  longer  the  power  to  afibrd  protection  to  its  own 
institutions.  The  defenceless  victims  who  still  re- 
mained in  the  palace  were  involved  in  one  pro- 
miscuous murder,  and  the  massacre  was  followed 
by  a  general  pillage.  Without  the  precincts  of 
the  palace,  the  fury  of  the  mob  was  directed  even 
against  the  porters  of  the  cofiee-housea  and  hotels^ 
who  passed  under  the  general  appellation  of  Swiss, 
ntimbers  of  whom  fell  a  sacrifice  to  popular,  fury ; 
and  M.  Carl,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  foot  gen- 
darmerie, M:  D'Henkiigny,  a  colonel  in  the  same 
corps,  and  M.  Clermont  Tonnerre,  a  sincere 
friend  to  the  cause  of  libertT,  but  at  the  same 
time  a  strenuous  opposer  Qi  popular  Ucentioua-i^ 
ness,  shared  the  sapie  fate. 

While  these  sanguinary  scenes  were  trana- 
acting,  the  national  assembly  continued,  as  they 
expressed  it,  ''to  deliberate;*'  but  theur  deli^ 
berations,  like  the  acts  of  the  sovereign,  were 
no  longer  free.  Their  gallery  was  continually 
crowded  with  a  turbulent  auditory,  tliat  took  their 
tone  from  the  clubs,  and  that  in  effect  dictated 
laws  to  the  law-givers,  Und^r  the  guidance 
of  these  men,  the  assembly  passed  a  series  of  acts, 
''  declaring  the  executive  power  suspended  ;  tlie 
''  authority  given  by  the  constitution  to  Louis 
''  XVI.  from  that  moment  revoked ;  and  inviting 
''the  people  to  meet  in  primary  assemblies  to 
"  form  a  uational  convention,  to  assemble  on  th9 
"  20th  of  September."  This  change  in  the 
government  was  followed  by  a  decree,  declaring 
the  king  to  have  forfeited  the  confidence  of  the 
nation  ;  and  a  new  executive  council  was  formed, 
consisting  of  M.  Uoland,  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment ;*  M.  Servan,  Minister  of  War ;  M.  Cla- 
viere,  of  Finance ;  M.  Le  Brun,  llligiater  of 
Foreign  Affairs  ;  M.  Monge,  of  Marine;  and  M. 
Danton,  Minister  of  Justice.  On  the  following 
day,  the  statues  of  Louis  XIIL,  Louis  XIV., and 
Louis  XV.,  which  had  been  erected  in  differ^it 
squares  of  the  metropolis,  were  overturned  and 
defaced,  and  even  the  memory  of  Henry  IV. 
could  not  protect  his  e(figy  !  Liouis  XVI.  was  in 
the  mean  time  conveyed  under  a  strong  escort  to 
the  temple,  while  a  decree  of  accusation  was 
issued  against  several  of  his  late  ministers.  In 
fact,  the  whole  fi^bric  of  the  constitution,  which 
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BOOK  h  bad  been  erMjted  by  some  of  tise  ablest-  men 
■  France  ever  produced,  crumbled  into  dust  in  a 

Gmap.JI.  single  day,  under  the  licentious  gras]^  of  a  san- 
^^"^p^"^^^  euinary  and  misguided  populace,  thai  bad  now 
1793      Segun  to  supply  the  place  of  enthusiasm  with 
terror. 

M.  La  Fayette,  who  was  amongst  the  first 
to  oppose  the  despotism  of  the  court,  waa  equally 
adverse  to  the  tyranny  of  the  jacobins;  and  no 
sooner  had  the  iDtelligenoe  of  the  events  at  Paris 
on  the  10th  instant,  reached  his  bead-quarters  at 
Sedan,  than  he  addressed  the  following  letter  to 
bis  soldiers : — 

'*  Citizen  Soldiers, 

"  It  18  no  loD^r  time  to  coftcrsl  from  you  what  is  going 
forward  ;  tbeoonsutution  you  swore  to  maintaiD  is  no  more  ; 
a  banditti  from  Marseilles,  and  a  troop  of  factious  men,  be- 
AegeA  the  palace  of  the  TbuiHeries ;  the  national  and  Swiss 
guard*  made  a  vigporous  resistance,  bat  for  want  of  ammu- 
nition tbey  were  obliged  to  sarrender. 

"  General  d'Afiy,  his  aides-de-csmp,  and  his  whole 
fiumly,  were  mnrdered. 

**  The  kiiif ,  queen,  and  aU  die  royal  familjr^  ^"^Jf^ 
to  the  national  assemUj ;  the  iaetious  ran  thither,  hoUTisg 
a  sword  ia  one  band,  and  fire  in  the  ather»  and  foroed  tba 
leg^slatiye  body  to  supersede  the  king,  which  was  done  for 
the  sake  of  sating  bis  life. 

**  Citizens,  you  are  no  longer  represented,  tbe  national 
assembly  is  in  a  state  of  ^hLvery ;  your  armies  are  wi^out 
ftaders ;  Petion  retgns ;  the  sava^  thinlMi  andhk  satellites 
.  mrt  masters.  Thus,  soldieirs,  it  is  your  proTinoe  to  examine 
whether  yoa  will  restore  the  hereditary  representatives  to 
the  throne,  or  submit  to  the  disgrace  of  havii^  a  Petion  for 
your  king.** 

The  national  assembly,  which  now  exercised 
the  sovereign  authority,  had  anticipated  the 
defection  or  La  Faystte,  and  to  connteract  its 
effects,  three  commissioners,  Antonelle,  Kersaint, 
and  Parraldi,  were  dispatched  to  his  army,  either 
to  gain  the  commander,  or  to  induce  the  troops  to 
desert.  These  commissioners,  immediately  on 
their  arrival  at  Sedan,  were,  by  the  direction  of 
La  Fayette,  arrested  as  hostages  for  the  safety  of 
the  king  and  his  family,  and  kept  in  custody  from 
the  14th  to  the  30th  instant.  Luckner,  the 
generalisdimo  of  the  French  army,  heard  of  the 
outrages  at  Paris,  without  equal  emotion,  and 
after  displaying  a  great  deal  of  irresolution,  at 
length  declared  for  the  assembly.  Lieiit^iant- 
general  Arthur  Dillon,  the  commander  of  the 
northern  ^rmy,  who  had  sat  as  a  deputy  in  the 
first  assembly,  on  hearing  of  the  dethronement 
of  the  sovoreiign,  and  the  horrible  excesses  which 
preceded  that  act,  assembled  his  troops  in  the 
camp  of  Pent  sur  Sambre,  and  prevaded  upon 
the  soldiers  to  renew  th«r  oath  of  fidelity  **  to  the 
nation,  tbe  laW,  and  the  king.*'  Dumouriez, 
who  had  already  proceeded  to  the  armies  in  a 
knilitary  6apacity,  and  who  aspired  to  the  chief 
-cemmaAd,  hailed  the  recent  transaettons  in  the 
metropolis  as  events  at  once  calculated  to  gratify 


his  resentments^  and  administer  to  his  awbition. 
According  to  his  own  account  he  had  been  grossly 
deceived  ny  the  king>*  and  his  only  hope  of 
advancement  was  from  the  republican  party  ;  he 
therefore  refused  to  take  or  to  administer  the 
oath  of  fidelity,  and  the  assembly  rewarded  his 
devotion  to  the  new  order  of  things,  by  immedi- 
ately conferring  upon  him  the  chief  command  of 
tbe  army.  The  other  Generals^  Biron,  Montes- 
quieu, j^ellermann,  and  Custine,  all  bowed  to  tlie 
authority  of  .the  assembly,  and  of  the  provisional 
oouncil)  and  along  with  the  soldiers  of  their  r es- 
peotive  armies,  took  tbe  republican  oaths. 

La  Fayette,  finding  that  every  day  rendered 
his  situation  more  critical,  and  that  he  was  oa 
the  eve  of  being  abandoned  by  bis  army,  at  length 
determined  on  flight :  on  the  night  of  the  19t)i 
instant  he  mounted  his  horse  with  seventeen  of 
his  companions,  and  quitting  his  army,  took  tbst 
way  to  Switzerland,  when  fsdling  into  the  hands 
of  a  party  of  Austrians  in  the  neutral  territory  of 
Liege,  they  were  all  made  prisoners  and  sent  to 
Namur.f 

*  See  "  La  Vie  de  Dumouriez.^* 

^  t  La  Fayette. — M.  P.  J.  R.  Y.  G.  Motier,  Mdi^uis 
de  hi  Payette,  was  bora  io  Aavergne,  and  descended  from 
an  ancient  family.  He  was  educated  in  the  coflege  of  Louis 
le  Grand^  at  Pam,  and  received  a  oommisgion  in  the  Moos- 
queturea ;  soon  afte?  which  he  married  a  lady  of  the  ftavilyr 
of  Noailies.  When  only  nineteen  veaxs  of  age*  this  noble* 
man  repaired  to  America,  where  lie  acquired  considerable 
reputation  by  his  militai^  achievements,  and  rendered  him- 
self still  more  celebrated  by  his  disinterestedness,  he  having 
refosed,  during  the  winter  of  1777,  to  accept  of  the  csom* 
mand  of  the  American  army,  in  prgudioe  to  his  friend 
General  Washington,  whose  talents  and  virtues  had  not  at 
that  period  been  sufficiently  appreciated. 

When  tbe  French  Revolution  occurred,  La  Fayette 
prepared  to  act  a  distingfuisbed  part.  In  1789  he  became  a 
member  of  the  states-general,  as  a  deputy  fi-orn  the  nobility 
of  Riom,  in  Auvergne ;  be  had  already  been  a  member  of 
the  notables,  in  1789,  and  bis  attack  on  tbe  administration 
of  Calonne  is  said  to  have  contributed  to  tbe  dowpfal  of 
that  minister.  He  was  the  first  to  propose  to  the  national 
assembly  a  plan  for  a  "  decfaration  of  rights,*'  and  aikr  the 
recal  of  Necker,  was  unanimously  dected  commander-m- 
chief  of  the  national  guards.  In  this  capacity  he  presided 
at  the  jg^rand  confederation  on  the  I4th  of  ^uly,  as  the 
generalissimo  of  a  greater  body  of  troops,  perhaps,  than 
had  ever  been  commanded  by  any  other  man  since  the  days 
of  Xerxes.  No  sooner  was  the  constitution  orifaniaed,  than 
be  resigned  his  power»  and  retired  to  otm  of  his  uroiiy  estates* 
whence  he  did  not  return  until  a  war  against  Austria  luul 
been  resolved  upon.  He  was  at  that  period  a  msyor-general^ 
but  soon  obtained  the  rank  of  ifeutenant-general,  and 
finally  that  of  marshal  of  France,  with  a  red  ribband. — 
Having  been  invested  with  the  command  of  the  armies  at 
the  Meuse  and  the  Moselle,  he  left  his  headquarters  soon 
after  the  30th  of  June,  1792,  on  purpose  to  complain  of 
the  indignities  to  which  the  king  bad  been  exposed  in  the 
course  of  that  day.  Subsequently  to  this  period  be  expres- 
sed his  aUiorrence  of  the  catastrophe  of  the  10th  of  August, 
and  his  determination  to  support  tbe  ^^  nation,  the  law,  and 
the  kii^;"  but  a  decree  of  accusation  being  at  length 
voted  against  him,  he  was  forsaken  by  his  troops,  and 
deemed  it  prudent  tu  seek'an  asylum  in  a  f<^^ign  land. — 
Jieing  seized  on  neutral  ijrround)  in  contravention  of  the 
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The  public  mind  in  the  French  capital,  as,. 
well  as  in  several  of  the  provinces,  was  at.  this 
period  wrought  up  to  the  nighest  pitch  of  frenzy  : , 
and  the  leaders  of  the  conflicting  factions  found 
in  this  state  of  things  a  full  scope  for  their  talents. 
The  jacobins,  now  become  lords  of  the  ascend- 
ant, prevailed  over. their  rivals  the  Girondists^ 
and  Marat,  Danton,  and  Robespierre,  like  drega. 
in  a  violent  fermentation,  rose  to  the  top  of  the . 
state  vessel.    Robespierre,  surrounded  by  assas- . 
sins,  cooUy  diciatea  lists  of  proscription,  while, 
domiciliary  visits,  under  the  direction  of  the  revo- . 
lutionary  tribunals,  took  place  in  every  direction, 
amidst  the  silence  of  night.    Not  content  with 
these  terrible  engines  of  despotism,  the  prisons 
were  forced,  and  the  refractory  priests  massacred 
without  ceremony,  while  a  multitude  of  nobles  and 
officers,  attached  to  the  royal  cause,  were  cruelly 
butchered  imder  the  form  of  justice. 

But  although  the  jacobins  displayed  a  bloody, 
vindictive,  aivd  ferocious  disposition,  it  cannot 
on  the  other  hand  be  denied,  that  tliey  exhibited, 
at  ibis  critical  moment,  a  degree  of  courage, 
energy,  and  perseverance,  which  achieved,  for  a 
while,  not  only' the  complete  triumph  of  their  own 
party,  but  also  tlie  independencjsof  France. .  All  the 
implements  of  war  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  ruling  faction  ;  the  capital,  and  every  city  in 
the  empire,  became  at  once  an  arsenal  and  a 
workshop  for  the  armies,  wliile  each  of  the  depart- 
ments presented  the  appearance  of  one  immense ' 
camp  teeming  with  soldiers.  The  property  of 
the  emigrants,  hitherto  only  sequestered,  was 
now  ordered  to  be  sold,  to  oppose  them  and  their 
allies.  The  brazen  statues  of  their  ancient 
monarchs   famished   cannon  to   encounter  the 

la?FS  of  nations,  he  was  considered  in  the  light  of  a  prisoner 
of  %rar  after  he  had  «eased  to  be  a  soldier,  and  qonveyed  to 
the  Laxembourji^,  wiiere  he  was  exposed  to  the  insults  of 
the  emigrants,  who  saw  in  him  one  of  the  prime  authors  of 
the  revolution ;  the  Duke  of  Saxe  Teschen  went  so  far  as  tot . 
tell  him  he  was  destined  to  the  scaffold.  He  was  aflerwards 
delivered  up  to  the  Kinjc  of  Prussia,  who  caused  him  to  be 
removed  to  Wesel,  aad  afterwards  to  Magdeburg,  where 
he  rpmained  a  year  in  a  dungeon  ;  but  when  Prussia  made ' 
peace  with  France,  the  prisoner  was  restored  to  the  Aus* 
trians,  who  sent  him  to  Olmatz,  where  he  was  treated  with 
still  more  rigour  than  at  Magdeburg.  A  long  illness,  how- 
ever, compiled  the  physicians  to  reqnest  that  his  captivity 
might  be  mitigated,  and  then  Dr.  ifollman  and  the  young' 
liu^er,  the  son  of  the  man  with  whom  La  Fayette  bad 
originally  lived  in  America,  executed  the  bold  proiect  of 
having  him  carried  off,  when  he  was  led  out  to  take  the  air  ; 
but  eight  leagues  from  Olmutz  he  was  re- taken  and  con- 
fined more  strictly  than  before,  which  increased  his  illnesfs, 
and  duiing  the  severe  illness  of  1794,  he  was  without  light, 
anfl  even  without  linen ;  bat  at  the  end  of  the  year  1796,  bis 
wife  and  daughters  obtained  permission  to  share  his  captivity. 
At  last,  after  three  years  and  five  months  of  imprisonment, 
he  obtained  his  liberty  in  August,  1797,  at  the  repeated 
request  of  the  directory,  and  of  Cleneral  Bonaparte.  He' 
tiien  uitlidrew  lo  Hamburgh ;  and  after  the  ISth  of  Bmmaire 
returned  to  France  to  bis  estates  io  Auvergne,  which  were 
restored  t9  him. 
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princes  marching  against  themi;  the  lead  strip*  BOOK  L 

ped  from  the  palace  of  the  last  of  their  kings  was  

melted  into  bullets,  for  the  purpose  of  annoying  Chap.  II. 
the  armies  advancing  to  his  support;  while,  by  ^'^^T^jC^ 
extracting  saltpetre  from  the  walls  of  the  aban-      *7^ . 
doned  monasteries,    and  converting  the  forests 
appertaining,  to  the  royal  domains  into  charcoal, 
thousands  of  chemists  were  enabled  to  supply  the 
deficiency  of  the  arsenals,  and  obtain  the  elementH 
of  destruction  by  means  of  a  new  and  an  easier 
process. , 

The  silver  saints,*  the  consecrated  vessels^ 
and  the  bells  of  the  cathedrals,  were  at  the  same 
time  coined  into  money  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
armies :  when  this  resource  was  exhausted,  the 
assignats  seemed  to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  the 
precious  metals;  and  the  stamp,  impressed  by 
means  of  a  paltry  bit  of  copper,  being  circulated 
in  the  name  of  the  natioHy  at  length  eidhausted  the 
treasuries  or  many  of  the  crowned  heads  of 
Europe. 

The  guilty  magistrates  of  Paris,  as  if  desir« 
ous  to  obliterate  their  inhumanity  by  their  pa- 
triotism, displayed  a  promptitude  of  exertion 
worthy  of  better  men  ;  and  at  the  very  moment 
when  they  .continued  the  massacres  of  their 
countrymen,  they  took  the  most  vigorous  steps  to 
repel  the  invasion  of  a  foreign  enemy.  Under 
their  direction,  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  proper  age, 
and  every  horse  fit  for  service,  were  put  in  what 
was  termed  a  state  of  requisition ;  in  other  words, 
they  were  ordered  to  be  kept  in  readiness  for 
marching  to  the  frontiers.  An  immense  multitude 
of  the  vouth  ran  eagerly  to  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, U)r  the  purpose  of  inscribing  their  names 
in  the  new  military  registers ;  a  number  of  old 
men  also  enrolled  themselves  as  volunteers  ;  such 
as  were  disabled  by  age  or  infirmities,  confided 
their  arms  to  those  who  enjoyed  health  and 
strength :  a  military  enthusiasm  inspired  all  ranks 
and  all  parties  ;  and  the  victors  and  the  vanquish- 
ed, who  had  so  latelv  fought  at  the  assault  of  the 
Thuilleries,  mingled  together  in  the  same  bat- 
talion. 

These  new  troops,  embodied  under  such 
unhappy  auspices,  immediately  marched  to 
Chalons,  and  carrying  along  with  them  a  spirit 
of  mutiny  and  insubordination,  became  more 
formidable  at  first  to  their  own  oMcers  than  to  the 

•  National  Assembly. — August  ^^  1792. 

*<  Certain  petitioners  appeared  at  the  bar  with  a  St 
Roche  and  his  dog  in  silver.  They  said,  that  they  had 
prayed  with  great  fervency  to  the  saint,  to  cure  their  fellow - 
citizens  of  tlie  politicalpfague  with  which  so  many  were 
afflicted,  but  in  rain.  The 'saint  could  do  nothing  for  them 
in  his  present  shape.  They  therefore  recjuested  the  assein* 
bly  to  onler  htm  to  be  coined  into  crowns,  in  which  new  form 
they  had  no  doubt  but  he  might  still  be  of  service. 

"  Their  giii  was  received  with  loud  applause ;  and  St* 
Rochet  accompanied  by  his  dog,  was  immediately  sent  to 
the  mint." 
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BOOK  I.  enemy.  But  no  sooner  trere  their  suspicions 
_-.«.-»  allayed,  than  tfaey  displayed  an  unexpected  de- 
Chap.  II.  gree  of  zeal  and  valour,  and  contributed  neatly 
^"^^ry^/  by  their  gullantry,  as  well  as  by  their  obedience, 
1792      to  the  Tictories  that  ensued. 

The  resolution  taken  to  collect  an  army  of 
reserve  at  Chalons,  which  was  to  form  a  junction 
with  that  of  Flanders,  in  case  of  extremity,  and 
instead  of  retiring  behind  the  Loire,  as  had  been 
suggested,  to  send  immediate  aiid  effectual  suc- 
cours to  Dumouriez,  instilled  hope  into  the  people, 
while  it  diffiised  courage  among  the  armies ;  and 
the  same  man  who  had  so  recently  counte- 


nanced the  Tilest  murders,  was  now  seen  exhi- 
biting the  stoical  virtue  of  a  Roman ;  for  when 
urged,  as  to  the  proximity  of  the  danger,  and  told 
that  the  King  of  Prussia  would  sup,  on  that  day 
fortnight,  in  tlic  palace  of  the  Thuilleries,  Dan- 
ton  replied,  with  a  fervour  peculiar  to  his  cha- 
racter in  times  of  danger :  "  I  have  sent  for  my 
*•  mother  amd  two  children  to  Paris,  and  they 
*^  arrived  but  yesterday;  sooner,  however,  than 
'^  behold  an  audacious  and  triumphant  army 
<^  enter  this  city,  I  and  my  family  win  perish  here, 
*^  for  twenty  thousand  tmches yihsll  reduce  it  to  a 
"  heap  of  ashes." 


CHAPTER  in. 


'  Opening  of  the  Campaign, — Surrender  of  Longziy,  Verdun^  and  Slenay. — Dumouriez  repairs  to 
Sedan,  and  takes  tie  Command  if  La  Fayette^ s  Army, — Precarious  Situation  of  the  Prussian 
Army, — Oversight  of  Dumouriez. — Position  of  Croix-anx-Bois  forced  by  the  Prussians, — 
Retreat  of  the  French  to  Si.  Menehould, — Affair  at  Valmy,  and  its  Consequences, 


NO  sooner  had  Frederick  William  received 
intelligence  of  the  insurrection  in  Pariai,  the, 
siege  of  the  Thuilleries,  and  the  captivity  of  the' 
fl^onarch,  than  he  redoubled  his  exertions.  The 
main  body  of  the  Austrians  bad  not  as  yet  arrived, 
but  his  own  army  was  numerous ;  and  while  his 
infantry  was  allowed  to  be  excellent,  the  cavalry 
was  considered  as  the  best  appointed,  and  most 
formidable,  that  had  perhaps  ever  taken  the 
field;  while  the  general  who  acted  under  him, 
was  pointed  out  by  the  voice  of  the  Prussian 
monarch,  and  of  Europe,  as  the  first  captain  of 
his  age.  Both  the  king,  and  his  son,  who  ac- 
companied him  in  his  expedition,  appeared  to  be 
covetous  of  glory,  and  careless  of  danger  :  it  was  ' 
imagined  that  their  presence  would  insure  success, 
and  that  commanders,  unacquainted  with  the  art 
of  war,  unadorned  by  titles,  and  alike  unknown 
in  camps  and  courts^  would  be  abashed  in  the 
sight  of  kings.  Although  the  combined  army 
was  amply  provided  with  field-pieces,  it  happened 
to  be  completely  destitute  of  the  heavy  artillery 
so  necessary  for  the  success  of  a  siege ;  but  it  was 
hoped  that  no  city  would  dare  to  resist,  and  that 
the  fortified  (daces  would  be  readily  surrendered 
by  the  very  garrisons  appointed  for  their  defence. 
The  exiles,  too,  (rffered,  with  their  acousto«ied 
gallantry,  to  act  as  an  advanced  guard,  and  were 
not  only  desirous  of  encountering  all  the  dangers 
of  tlie  expedition,  but  Ekewise  admirably  calcu- 
lated, by  means  oi  ikeia  information  end  connec- 
tions, to  insure  its  success.  Among  them  were 
many  princes  and  peers  of  France,  who  were 
still  supposed  to  possess  immense  influence :  in 
their  ranks  were  seen  several  generals,  such  as  the 


Marshals  de  Broglio  and  Castries,  who  had 
acquired  glory  in  tlie  last  continental  war ;  while 
the  name  of  the  Duke  de  Bourbon,  and  the  mili- 
tary talents  of  the  successor  of  the  great  Coade, 
seemed  to  reflect  lustre  on  their  cause. 

The  combined. troops  were  at  length  put  in 
rao^n,  and  as  the  season  for  action  was  akeady 
pretty  far  advanced,  hopes  were  entertained  that 
tfaeeeierity  of  their  motions  would  fully  compen- 
saiie  for  tjlie  delays  that  had  already  intervened. 
They  accordingly  commenced  their  march  in 
three  separate  columns,  and  after  reaching  the 
frontiers,  entered  France  on  the  19th  of  August. 

On  the  Slst,  General  Clairfayt,  ai  the  head 
of  sixty  thousand  men,  made  an  .attack  upon 
Longwy,  a  strong  fortress,  garrisoned  with  three 
thousand  five  hundred  French.  The  siege  lasted 
only  fifteen  hours,  when  ttie  fort  surrendered,  and 
was  taken  possession  of  in  the  name  of  Louis 
XVI.  On  the  31st,  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  him- 
self summoned  Verdun,  where  M.  Beaiirepaire 
was  governor.  His  resolution  was  to  defend  the 
town  to  the  last;  but  finding  hiaoself  outvoted  by 
the  municipal  officers,  be  drew  a  pistol  from  his 
belt,  and  scorning  to  survive  his  hononr,  he  dis- 
charged it  agauist  his  temples  in  the  midst  of  a 
council  of  war.  About  the  same  time  the  Aus- 
trians took  possession  of  Steaay,  after  a  slight 
skirmish  with  Dumouriez^s  van-guard,  whom 
they  obliged  to  retreat,  and  take  phst  at  Mowzon^ 
close  by  the  main  army. 

Dumouriez,  who  had,  on  the  defection  of  La 
Fayette,  hastened  to  Sedan,  found  there  the 
French  army,  not  exceeding  twenty-three  thou- 
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sand  vtien,  in  a  state  of  despondency  and  disor- 
ganization, opposed  to  a  body  of  eighty  thousand 
chosen  soldiery,  with  four  times  the  number  of 
his  cavalry,  conducted  by  a  powerftil  monarch, 
and  generals  grown  hoary  under  arms.  His  first 
concern  was  to  assemble  a  council  of  war,  com- 

Sosed  of  Lieutenant-general  Dillon,  and  the  four 
lajor-generals  Vouillers,  Chazot,  Dauget,  and 
Dietmann  ;  to  these  he  added  Pettit,  the  principal 
commissary,  and  the  three  officers  wbcr  composed 
his  own  staff. 

Having  presented  a  map  of  Champagne,  he 
told  them,  **  that  the  King  of  Prussia,  having 
taken  Longwy,  and  sat  down  before  Yerdun, 
while  anothei^  body  of  the  army  advanced  beyond 
Thionville  and  menaced  Mentz,  there  were  no 
means  left  either  to  form  a  junction  with  Marshal 
Luckner,  or  to  procure  succours  from  any  other 

Juarter,  in  sufficient  time  to  march  against  the 
Russians  and  deliver  Verdun  ;  that  he  had  dis- 
patched General  Galbaud  thither  with  two  bat- 
talions ;  that  whether  he  did  or  did  not  succeed  in 
throwing  himself  into  a  place,  with  the  weakness 
of  which  every  body  was  acquainted,  it  ought  to 
be  regarded  as  lost,  for  it  could  only  hold  out  a^ 
few  days,  more  or  less,  according  to  the  success 
of  Galbaud'smissiou ;  that,  whatever  might  occur, 
he  could  not  receive  any  reinforcements  for  up- 
wards of  a  fortnight^  and  even  these  reinforce- 
ments would  be  very  insignificant. 

"  That,  accordingly,  there  was  nothing  to  be 
depended  upon  but  the  little  army  which  they  had 
along  with  th^m,  and  which  was  intrusted  with 
the  salvation  of  their  native  country.  It  did  not^  in 
truthj  amount  to  one  quarter  of  the  enemy's  forces ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  cavalry  was  composed 
of  tlie  best  regiments  of  France,  and  consisted  of 
upwards  of  five  thousand  men ;  more  than  one-lialf 
oi  the  infantry,  which  exceeded  eighteen  thousand, 
Wiis  formed  of  regiments  of  the  line ;  the  remainder 
of  battalions  of  national  guards,  well  disciplined, 
rendered  warlike  by  a  whole  year's  encampment, 
perpetual  marches,  and  continual  skirmishes  with 
the  enemy :  the  artillery  was  numerous  and  excel- 
lent, there  being  more  than  sixty  pieces  in  the 
park,  in  addition  to  the  battalion  guns.  ^ 

^'  That,  with  these  means,  and  the  advantage 
of  acting  in  their  own  country,  every  thing  was 
to  be  expected ;  because  the  Prussians  would  of 
course  be  retarded  by  the  necessity  of  undertak- 
ing sieges,  the  difficulty  of  finding  provisions,  the 
delays  incident  to  their  convoys,  their  own  num- 
bers, and  above  all  by  their  artillery.  A  numerous 
cavalry,  the  brilliant  equipages  of  so  many 
princes,  and  the  quantity  of  draught  horses  neces- 
sary to  transport  their  cannon  and  provisions, 
would  render  their  march  tedious  and  embarrass- 
ing." He  concluded  by  observing,  "  That  it  was  . 
impossible  to  remain  inactive  in  the  position  before 
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Sedan,  and  it  became  necessary  on  the  instant  to  BOOK   h 
take  some  decided  part."  ' 

Lieutenant-general  Dillon  proposed  '^topost  Chap.  Itr 
the  army  behind  the  Marne,  on  purpose  to  defend 
the  passage  of  that  river,  ami  to  wait  for  rein- 
forcements, which  would  j>our  in  from  all  parts, 
and  enable  the  French  once  more  to  advance.** 
This  scheme,  plausible  in  itself,  was  supported 
by  such  forcible  and  cogent  reasons,  that  it  was 
instantly  adopted  by  the  council ;  all  the  membei's 
of  which  immediately  separated,  except  the  Adju- 
tant-general Thouvenot,  wlto  remained  alone  with 
Dumouriez.  It  was  to  him  alone  that  he  disclosed 
bis  plans,  and  detailed  his  reasons  for  oj^posing  the 
prevailing  opinion.  He  observed,  ^' that  he  did 
not  approve  of  retiring  to  Chalons,  and  abandon- 
ing 1U)rraine,  the  Bishoprics,  and  the  Ardennes, 
which  could  not  easily  be  re-conquered  ;  that  be- 
sides, it  would  hold  out  a  fresh  inducement  for  the 
Prussians  to  pursue  him,  and  in  such  a  case,  a 
retreat  would  soon  degenerate  into  a  flight." 

Then,  pointing  to  the  pass  of  Islettes,  on 
the  confines  of  the  forest  of  Argonne,*  upon  the 
map,  **  Behold,"  continued  Dumouriez,  "  tho 
Thermopyte  of  France ;  if  I  have  the  good  for- 
tune to  arrive  there  before  the  PrussiAs,  all  wilt 
be  saved."  The  forest  which  Dumouries  intend- 
ed to  occupy,  was  of  an  oblong  form,  at  least 
thirteen  leagues  in  length,  and  varying  from 
three  to  one  in  breadth ;  it  extends  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Sedan  to  more  than  a  league 
beyond  St.  MenehouM.  Being  hitersected  wMi 
mountains,  rivers,  aiHl  marshes,  this  woody  coun- 
try ts  rendered  impervious  t<»  the  mapoli  of  an  in- 
vading army,  except  by  five  avenues,  called  I^ 
Ch^e-populeux,  leading  from  Sedan  to  Rbetel; 
La  Croix-aux-bois,  in  the  direction  ftt>m  Brigue- 
nui  to  Vouziers ;  Grandprey,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  which  J9  the  great  nwd  trwn  Stenay  to 
Rfaeims;  La  Chalade,  which  crosses  the  woods 
from  Varennes  to  St.  Menebould ;  and  Lea 
Islettes,  through  which  lies  the  road  from  Verdun 
to  Paris,  by  St.  Men^ouM. 

Having  employed  three  whole  days  in  making 
the  necessary  preparations,  the  commander-in- 
chief  determined  instantly  tb  occupy  diese  im- 
portant passes,  and  having  divided  his  army  into 
three  bodies,  he  g^ve  orders  that  his  van-guard 
should  advance  against  Stenay,  which  it  was  in- 
structed to  mask,  and,  lest  any  obstacle  might 
intervene,  he  himself  was  to  follow  with  the 
main  body,  composed  of  twelve  thousand  men, 
in  order  of  battle,  without  any  incumbrance 
whatever ;  while  General  Chazot,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  five  thousand  troops,  sliould  escort*  the 
ba^age  and  artillery  through  Tanny  and  Ar- 
moises,  without  any  danger  of  molestation,  in 
consequence  of  this  decisive  movement  in  front. 
*  See  V4.  III.  of  the  life  of  DnmonrieK. 
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BOOK.  1.  Accordingly,  after  leaving  a  garrison  of  four 

* battalions  at  Sedan,  he  made  a  moveraent  with 

Chap.  II  r.   his  army  and   artilkry  on  the  Sist  of  August, 
^^^^^X^^*^  and  commenced  his  march  on  the  next  morning. 
■  In  consequence  of  orders  transmitted  to  Dillon, 

General  Miacziusky  was  sent  forward  wkh  fifteen 
hundred  men  to  attack  Stenay,  and  he  himself 
was  enjoined  to  support  him  by  occupying  tlte 
left  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  wood  of  Neuville. 
The  brave  Pole  executed  his  instructions  with 
equal  promptitude  and  success,  and  a  sharp 
action  ensued,  during  which  the  cavalry  on 
both  sides  displayed  great  courage;  but  tlte 
imperialists,  under  Clairfay  t,  at  length  fell  back 
to  Brouenne. 

Having  encamped  the  first  night  by  the  side 
of  the  great  road  leading  to  Stenay,  with  his  head- 
qucirters  at  Yon,  Dumouriez  posted  some  infantry 
in  the  wood  of  Neuville,  and  along  the  borders  of 
the  Meusc ;  on  the  evening  of  the  next  day  he 
took  post  at  Berli^re,  and  Dillon  at  St.  Pierre- 
mont;  on  the  succeeding  afternoon  the  latter 
passed  through  the  defile  of  Chalade,  and  occu- 
pied the  pass  of  Islettes,  already  taken  possession 
of  by  General  Galbaud,  with  four  battalions  and 
the  garrism  of  Longwy,  while  the  main  body 
remained  on  the  same  ground,  on  purpose  to 
allow  Chazot^s  column  to  pass ;  after  which  it 
continued  its  march,  and  reached  Grandprey. 

This  position,  rendered  so  memorable  in  con- 
sequence of  the  events  to  which  it  gave  rise,  was 
found  to  be  nearly  inexpugnable.  Placed  between 
two  rivers,  it  was  flanked  by  hamlets  on  the  right 
and  left,  provided  with  a  convenient  village  in 
the  rear  for  the  artillery,  and  defended  on  all 
sides  by  means  of  woods,  eminences,  a  castle, 
and  redoubts  lined  with  cannon.         « 

The  army,  which  now  considered  their  own 
fidelity  as  the  sole  resource  of  their  country, 
found  themselves  in  possession  of  a  strong  post, 
to  which  they  had  been  conducted  by  means  of  a 
masterly  manoeuvre ;  and  they  began  to  respect  a 
leader,  of  whose  zeal  and  talents  Ihey  were 
daily  witnesses.  ' 

The  general  himself,  with  his  usual  confi- 
dence, transmitted  the  following  letter  to  Servan, 
minister  of  the  war  department,  in  which  he 
aflected  a  laconic  style,  joined  to  a  republican 
audacity^  on  purpose  to  keep  alive  the  zeal  of 
the  Parisians : — 

"  Verdun  is  taken,  and  I  expect  the  Prus- 
sians.    The  camps  of  Grandprey  and  Islettes 
have  become  the  Thermopylae  of  France :  I 
shall  prove  more  fortunate  than  Leonidas.^' 
'  The  combined  troops  had  as  yet  been  uni- 
formly fortunate.    Two  garrisons  had  capitulated 
in  the  most  shameful  manner;  several  other  towns 
appeared  ready  to  open  their  gates  to  them  ;  and 
their  camps  were  crowded,  not  only  with  disaf- 


ii 
ii 


fected  persons;  but  also  with  many  who  wavered 
between  the  two  parties,  and  were  desirous,  by 
recurring  to  a  temporizing  policy,  to  have  it  in 
their  power  to  declare  in  favour  of.  the  victor. — 
Some  trifling  events,  however,  served  to  intimate 
that  they  were  not  always  to  expect  cowardice, 
disafiection,  or  treason  ;  and  it  is  not  a  little  re- 
markable, that  tlie  first  checks  received  by  the 
army  of  the  coalition  proceeded  from  two  fo- 
reigners. It  has  been  already  stated  in  what 
manner  a  Pole  drove  in  the  outposts  of  the  Aus- 
trian army,  and  forced  the  brave  but  cautious 
Clairfayt  to  retreat  to  the  intrenched  camp  of 
Brouenne.  The  next  exploit  was  performed  by  a 
native  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  a  country  always 
treated  with  peculiar  cruelty  and  injustice  by  the 
canton  of  Berne.  Laharpe,  one  of  its  most  illustri- 
ous defenders,  driven  into  exile  because  he  had 
endeavoured  to  loosen  the  chains  of  his  country- 
men, took  refuge  in  the  French  camp,  where  be 
was  welcomed  as  the  martyr  of  liberty.  Appointed 
chief  of  a  battalion  of  volunteers,  he  was  stiitioned 
at  the  castle  of  Rodemark,  and  exposed  io  the 
first  onset  of  the  invaders.  Shocked  at  the  general 
defection,  he  determined  to  give  an  example  of 
devotion  to  the  nation  which  had  adopted  him,  and 
was  lucky  enough  to  communicate  to  the  troops 
under  him  the  enthusiasm  with  which  he  himself 
was  actuated.  Well  knowing  that  their  little  post 
was  not  tenable,  they  entered  into  a  solemn  en- 
gagement not  io  capitulate,  but  either  to  open  a 
passage  through  the  enemy  with  their  bayonets, 
or  bury  themselves  under  the  ruins  of  the  castle, 
the  vaults  of  which  they  had  converted  into  mines 
for  that  purpose.  Having  received  orders,  how- 
ever, from  his  commanding-oiiicer,  to  evacuate 
this  position  in  consequence  of  the  approach  of 
the  enemy,  who  were  already  masters  of  all  the 
surrounding  posts,  the  Swiss  colonel  sallied 
forth  at  the  head  of  his  garrison,  and  transported 
the  artillery  and  stores  to  Thionville,  in  the  face  of 
a  superior  force.  This  daring  feat,  calculated  to 
inspire  the  troops  with  valour,  and  prove  that  the 
foe  was  not  invincible,  procured  for  him  who 
achieved  it,  the  appellation  of  ^Hhe  brave' 
L^arpe,^^  with  which  he  was  afterwards  ho- 
noured at  the  head  of  the  French  army. 

In  the  mean  time,  Dumouriez  did  not  neg- 
lect the  necessary  dispositions  for  resisting  the 
enemy,  in  which  he  was  seconded  by  the  ardour 
and  patriotism  of  his  troops.  He  ordered  the 
inhabitants  to  cut  down  the  trees  on  the  skirts  of 
the  forest ;  then  to  inter  the  roots,  and,  pointing 
the  branches  in  a  horizontal  position,  thus  form 
thenti  into  abatis:  he  commanded  them  also,  on 
hearing  the  alarm-bell,  to  fly  to  arms,  and  oppose 
tbe  enemy :  he  established  a  chain  of  posts  to 
»  keep  up  the  communication  with  Dillon,  the 
'second    in  command,    by  Marque,  Chatel,  and 
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Apremont,  to  Chalade  and  Islettes,  and  iirged 
General  Kellermann^  who  had  assnmed  the  com-; 
mand  of  the  army  of  the  ^ Moselle,  to  approach 
nearer,  and  effect  a  junction.  The  enemy,  the 
quickness  of  whose  motions  could  alone  insure 
success,  spent  nearly  seven  days  in  complete 
iuactivity,  after  the  capture  of  Verdun.  On  the 
Sib  of  September,  the  van-guard  of  the  Prussian 
array  was  at  length  discovered,  and  the  main 
body  began  to  occupy  the  extensive  plain,  and 
display  its  front  from  Briquenayto  Clermont; 
its  head-quarters  were  established  at  Jtancourt. 
On  the  succeeding  day  the  Prussians  commenced 
a  series  of  attacks  on  the  out- posts  of  the  French 
army,  which,  instead  of  being  intimidated,  ex- 
pressed much  joy  at  the  appearance  of  the  foe, 
and  repulsed  them  at  all  points. 

A  celebrated  forei^er,  who  arrived  that 
very  evening,  distinguislied  himself  in  the  course 
of  the  next  forenoon.  This  was  Miranda,  who, 
after  forming  the  daring  project  of  achieving  a  . 
revx>l|itioB  in  New  Spain,  of  which  he  was  a 
native,  and  refusing  the  most  brilliant  offers  on 
the  part  of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  had  repaired 
to  Paris,  and  tendered  his  services  to  the  patriots. 
Being  posted  with  a  detachment  at  Mortaume, 
he  conducted  himself  with  great  gallantry,  and 
withstood  a  brisk  assault  on  that  village,  which 
he  had  been  ordered  to  occupy.  General  Stangel, 
born  in  the  dominions  of  the  Elector -Puiatine, 
also  acquired  credit  by  his  defence  of  St.  Jouvin, 
and  the  enemy  were  repelled  on  all  sides,  without 
having  been  able  to  make  the  least  impression. 

Ai  length,  the  grand  army  seemed  deter- 
mined to  put  an  end  to  the  awful  suspense  in 
whidi  Europe  had  been  for  some  time  kept.  The 
King  of  Prussia  in  person  now  began  to  menace 
the  camp  of  Grandprey,  while  tiie  Prince  of 
Hohenlobe  appeared  before  Islettes,  and  General 
Clairfayt  presented  himself  at  the  pass  of  Croix-  ^ 
aux-bois.  But  a  variety  of  circumstances  seemed  ^ 
to  combine,  in  orde)*  to  render  these  tardy  attacks 
ineffectual.  At  this  critical  period,  the  rainy 
season  had  set  in  ;  the  roads  were  extremely  bacf. 
and  famine  and  disease  had  already  made  their  ap- 
pearance among  the  invaders.  Having  consumed 
all  the  provisions  found  in  Longwy  and  Verdun, 
and  being  unable  to  draw  further  supplies  from 
a  country,  previously  exhausted  by  the  French 
army,  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  was  .obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  Luxembourg  and  the  Elec|torate 
of  Treves,  which  exposed  his  couToys  to  the 
attacks  of  the  garrisons  of  Sedan,  Montraedy, 
ThionTille,  ana  Mety.  In  addition  to  this,  a 
body  of  French  troops,  under  General  Cuatine, 
had  already  penetrated  into  Germany,  and  was 
supposed  to  have  meditated  the  capture  of  Cob- 
lenlz,  which  would  liave  eiKibled  him  to  attack 
the  enemy  in  flank  and  rear,  and  rendered  a 
(No.  3.) 


retrograde  movement,  in  case  of  any  disaster,  B 
extremely  hazardous. 


Such  was  the  melancholy  situation  of  the  Chap.  J  IF.* 
invading  army,  when  an  unpardonable  omission  ^^-^z-**^ 
on  the  part  of  the  French  general,  revived  its  *^®^ 
hopes,  and  reduced  his  own  country  to  the  very 
brink  of  despair.  Although  Dumouriez  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  importance  of  the  various 
passes  leading  through  the  forest  of  Argonne, 
and  by  a  bold  and  decisive  movement  had  ren- 
dered himself  master  of  them ;  yet,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  oversight,  equally  gross  and  obvi*  ' 
Qus,  he  had  committed  the  defence  of  the  im- 
portant pass  of  Croix-aux-bois  to  the  care  of  a 
colonel  of  dragoons,  who,  by  the  natiire  of  the 
service  to  which  he  had  been  accustomed,  was 
unqualified  for  a  situation  where  alone  a  veteran- 
officer  of  infantry  couldhave  been  useful.  lie  hud. 
also  neglected  the  professional  assistance  which 
might  have  been  derived  from  the  corps  of  artil- 
lery, or  engineers;  and,  notwithstanding  he  pos- 
sessed a  park  well  stored  with  cannon,  this 
important  avenue  into  the  heart  of  France  was 
not  guarded  bv  a  single  eight  or  twelve  pounder. 
On  the  11th  of  September  the  colonel  reported 
bis  intrencbments  to  be  impregnable,  but  on  the 
twelfth  lie  was  obliged  to  evacuate  them  on  the 
first  attack  of  the  enemy. 

It  was  not  until  five  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
that  the  commander-in-chief  received  intelligence 
of  the  retreat  from  Croix* aux-bois  from  some  of 
the  fugitives ;  all  the  fatal  consequences  likely  to 
ensue  from  this  event,  were  immediately  antici- 
pated by  him,  and  he  could  depend  on  the  vigour 
and  resources  of  his  own  mind  alone  to  extricate 
himself  and  his  army  from  their  present  perilous 
situation.  The  number  of  his  troops  was  now 
reduced  to  fifteen  thousand  men  ;  before  him  was 
an  army  of  forty  thousand  Prussians  ;  in  his  rear 
were  twenty  thousand  Austrians ;  and  a  body  of 
enraged  emigrants  had  already  penetrated  into 
the  forest,  and  was  advancing  on  his  flank.  He 
was  thus  liable  to  be  assailed  in  front  by  the 
Duke  of  Brunswick,  while  General  Clairfayt, 
by  occupying  the  position  of  Croix-aux-bois, 
actually  commanded  his  camp,  and  by  inclining 
to  the  left,  might  descend  towards  Olizey  Termes 
and  Beauregard,  and  thus  cut  off  the  passage  of 
the  Aire  and  the  Aisne  at  Senecque.^  But  not- 
withstanding the  imminent  danger  he  was  in,  the 
French  general  exhibited  great  presence  of  mind, 
and  never  betrayed  the  least  symptom  of  fear 
relative  to  his  perilous  situation.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  mounted  on  horseback,  exhibited 
himself  with  confidence  to  the  troops,  and 
after  calling  in  all  his  detachments,  dispatched 
orders  to  Beurnonville  to  set  off  instantly  from 
Rhetel,  and  following  the  course  of  the  Aisuc  as 

*  Memoires  da  General  Dumcuriez,  tome  IL 
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BOOK   I.  far  as  Atti^y,  to  inarch  towards  St.  Menebonld, 
■■  with  a  view  of  effecting  a  junction  there ;  be  alsa 

Cup.  III.  instructed  Kellermann  to   hasten  by  Bar  and 

^'^ICT^  ^^R?y  ^^^  ^^^  same  purpose. 
1703  While  incessantly  occupied  by  preparations 

for  securmg  his  retreat,  an  aid-de-carap  arriTod 
firom  the  Prince  of  Hobenlobe,  requesting  an 
loflerTtew.  This  embarrassing  circnmstance  was 
turned  to  advantage  by  DumourieZy  who  took: 
eare  on  this  occasion  to  remove  many  of  the 

Irejudices  entertained  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 
le  accordingly  selected  Major-general  DuTidy 
who  had  served  during  the  seven  veai^*  war  in 
the  legion  of  Soubtse,  and  was  rendered  respec* 
table  Dv  his  grey  hairs  and  majestic  jBgure,  to 
■leet  the  Pkiissian  officer  at  the  time  and  place 
appointed :  the  hrtter  Was  unable  to  conceal  his 
surprise  at  seeing  so  much  order  and  regularity 
observed  at  Ase  out-posts,  and  so  many  well-bred 
oficers,  adorned  with  ribbands  and  crosses  ;  for 
the  emigrants  had  represented  ttie  army  as  com- 
manded by  taylorSy  shoemakers,  and  obscure 
tradesmen.  It  also  added  not  a  little  to  his 
astonishment  to  hear,  that  most  of  the  generals 
had  serwed  during  one  or  two  wars,  and  that 
Dvmouries  bimsetf  was  a  major-general  before 
the  'revolotion.  By  way  of  concealing  the  in- 
tended retreat,  it  was  at  the  same  time  intimated- 
to  him,  kr  pursuaince  of  one  of  those  maxims  by 
which  untruth  is  admitted  among  the  legitimate 
saiktagems  of  modern  warfiure,  that  BeumonTille 
was  to  ^ter  the  eamp  in  the  course  of  the  neict 
day  with  a  reinfinrcement  of  eighteen  thousand' 
men,  while  Kellermann,  at  the  head  of  twenty 
thousand  more,  was  only  two  marches  distant. 

On  that  very  evening,  however,  the  moment 
it  became  dork,  the  French  advanced-gusird,  in 
pursuance  to  orders,  fell  back  in  three  columns, 
withont   either   augmenting  or  diminishing  the- 
fiiMnber  of  its -fires  ;  the  right  retreating  through 
Marque,  the  centre  by  Chevi^res,  and  the  left 
by  Grandprey.     Having  arriired  at  Damurartin, 
and  ordered  tlie  troops  to  remain  all  night  under 
arms,  the  general,  who  had  been  twenty  hfours  on 
horseback,  alighted,  and  sat  down  to  table  at  six 
o'clock,  with  a  view  of  tuking  some  refreshment : 
but  he  was  distutbed '  by  an  alarm  which  had 
taken  place  in  hie   camp.     Although  the  rear- 
guard remained  undisturhed  at  a  keague  distance, 
the  appearance  of  the  enemy  was  every  where 
announced ;  the  arttUery,  which  was  harnessed, 
endeavoured  to  gain  a  height  on  the  other  side 
of  a  rivulet,  called  the  Bionne ;   ail  the  troops 
were  mingled  together  in  the  conftision,  and  a 
general   and  iwmediate  itght  afppenred  to  be 
inevitable.      Domouries  having  remounted  his 
horse,  instantly  reptdred  to  the  spot,  accompa- 
nied by  the  officers  of  his  staff,  his  aides-de-camp^ 
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and  his  eseort  of  dragoons.  Who  at  leng^th  succeed^ 
ed  in  rallying  the  fhgitiren  by  nwann  ff£  blows. 

At  break  of  day,  order  was  restored  among' 
the  dispersed  soldiery,  after  whieli  the  tents  were 
struck ;  the  army  continued  its  march  in  three 
columns,  and  arrived  vritfaout  any  aecident  at  the* 
eamp  of  St.  Menehould ;  for  the  enesiy  had  not 
taken  advantage  of  the  confusion  that  ensaed,  biit 
advanced  vfith  caution,  and  did  not  appear  in 
sight  of  the  French  until  the  next  day.      l3£ein^n» 
longer  under  any  apprehensions,  thecommaiioer-' 
in-chief  immediately  communicated  bis  sitaatioii 
to  the  president  of  the  national  assembl  j,  in  ar 
letter  written  with  Spartan  brevity,  and  calcu-* 
lated  to  inspire  confidence : — 

^  I  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  eamp* 
of  Grandprey ;  the  retreat  was  completed,  when^ 
a  panic  terror  seized  upon  the  army  :  ten  thou- 
sand troops  fled  before  fifteen  hundred  Pros-' 
sians.    The  loss  does  not  amount  to  morethair 
fifty  men,  and  some  baggage :  order  is  ajgain^ 
restored,   and  I  am  ready  to  answer  fbr  the^ 
consequences. — Domouriez.** 
In  the  mean  time  it  was  determined  by  tiie^ 
allies  to  lay  siege  to  Thionville.    This  inapertaitt 
fortress^was  invested  on  the  17di  of  September  by 
the  Austrians  and  emigrants,  under  the  commamf 
of  the  Pk'inces  of  Hohmlohe  and  Cond^  ;  and  biKT 
little  doubt  was  entertained  that  the  garrison  woald' 
fbUow'the  example  of  Longwy  and  Verdufll.-^ 
General  Felix  de  Wimpffen,  a  native  of  Alsace,' 
and  a  colonel  of  dragoons  under  the  old  govern- 
ment, happened  to  be  intrusted  vrilta  the  command 
of  the  place ;   but  tUs,  like  all  the  other  frontier 
towns,  was  unprovided  with  the  means  of  efleettng 
a  vigorous  resistance,  and  did  not  contain  a  sufii-' 
cient  quantity  of  provisions  to  enable  the  garrison 
to  sustain  a  long  siege.    The  enemy,  on  the  otlMsr 
hand,  was  but  ill  prepared  to  red«ee  so  form^ 
dable  a  flirtress,  for  M.  d* Antiehamp^  wlio  super-^ 
intended  the  attack,  was  not  in  passession  of  anf 
battering  cannon. 

Not  content  with  remaining  merely  on  ths 
defensive,  Wimpffen  immediately  evmeed  a  degree^ 
of  activity,  that  proved  highly  disastrous  to  his' 
opponents.  Re  made  a  vigorous  sally  at  thef 
head  of  four  iHmdi^  infantry,  and  one  hundred^ 
cavalry ;  and  with  this  smaH  detachment  destroyedF 
alarge  (quantity  of  forage  in  front  of  tlic^amp'at 
Riehemont,  by  means  of  a  stratagem ;  for,  by 
dividing  liig  party  into  six  separate  bodies^  and 
concealing  the  depth  of  his  cslnmns^  he  deeeWed 
the  besiegers  in  respect  to  his  numbers,  aad 
amidst  the  general  confusion,  carried  off  their  ma- 
gazine, by  means  of  one  hundred  and  thirtj^th^ree 
waggons,  which  had  been  miscakeit  by  them  for  » 
train  of  artillery.  He  was  also  fortunate  enough 
to  cut  off  a  convoy  in  the  course  of  the  same 
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evening ;  and  four  diiys  after  he  fteised  ttpoo:  and 
destreyed  a  large  quautity  of  provisotis.at  GaTisae^  i 
destined  for.  the  supply  of  fijteeii  thousand  men.   { 

St.  Meneho^ld,  the  plaoe  at  which  Dumoa* 
Ties  had  estaUiahed  his  heild- quarters,  is  theehief : 
plaoe  in  the  diatriel  of  Argonn^,  and  oidy  one : 
hundred  and  ten  niteafirein.  Paria.  -  Thii  {)laee  is 
renderedstrongky  naiut^  aodthe  gehetal^  resolv- 
ing to  add  all  Uie  advadtages  reauUing  fWim  art,: 
erected  hatteriea  in  his  fronts  io  as  to  eommajid  * 
the  Talley,  by  aifilading  it  on  every  side.     He 
stationed  his  van-gudrd  along  the  Tourbei  with 
orders  to  retard  the  eaefliy's  march  by  every  pos- 
sible means,  and  to  rfitire  alowlvy  add  in  giood 
order,  taking  care  to  out  down  aU  the  bridges  in 
the  rear ;  after  this,,  the  troops  iteffe  to.  take  post  * 
behind  the  Bionne.  Injunctions  were  at  the  same 
time  issued  to  lay  waste  the  country  around,  and 
to  forage  in  all  the  adjacent  vilMges,  so  that 
nothing  might  remain  for  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

It  now  became  necessary  to  efllect  the  junc- 
tion so  much  desired  by  the  general,  whose  army 
was  not  sufficient  to  check  the  progress .  of  the 


Prussians,  although  hunger  and  disease 
already  to  make  great  havoc  in  their  camp. 
Beurnonville^  misled  by  the  aecounts  of  the  fugi- 
tives, had  at  first  retreated  to  Chalons,  but  he  at 
length  arrived  very  opportunely  with  a  body  of 
troops,  who  were  happy  at  the  idea  of  rejoining 
and  serving  once  more  under  their  old  commander, 
at  the  camp  of  Maulde.  Intelligence  was  also 
received  in  the  course  of  the  sasiie  d^y,  thai  Kel* 
lermann,  after  leaving  a  detadhment  M  five  thou* 
sand  men  tt>  cover  Bar  aud  lignry,  was  olily  twa' 
leagues  distant  with  fifteen  thousand  men,  one 
third  of  which  consisted  of  excellent  cavalry, 
being  chiefly  oomposed  of  regiments  of  the  line. 

On  receiving  this  joyfm  news,  Dumonriei^ 
instantly  dispatched  instructions  to  his  coHeegne, 
to  continue  his  march,  and  occupy  the  camp 
between  the  villages  of  Dampierre  and  Elise, 
behind  the  Atove,  in  the  course  of  the  next  morn- 
ing ;•  a»d  as  hef  begain  to  suppose,  from"  the 
extension  of  the  enemy's  line,  that  they  meant  to 
try  the  fale  of  a«  action,  he  pointed  out  the  heights' 
of  Valmy  and  Ghaacourt,  as  a  proper  station  for- 
bis  field  of  battle ;  but  having  neglected  to  repair 
iMthfr  ill  person,  or  even  to  send  an  engineer  U^ 
mark  out  the  ground,  the  former  mistook:  hk'  filefit 
of  battlo  for  his  camp^-  and  much  eodfusion  ettisued 
in  conse«[aence  of  this  event. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Diike  of  Brunswick's* 
operations  had'  been-  gveatly  retarded  by  the  difli-' 
oukies  incident  to  the  subsistence  of  60  great  an. 
army  in  an  enemy's  country.  His  ovens  i^ffs^ 
at  Verdon,  and  much  time  was  consumed  in  bring-* 
lag  bread  to  the  camp ;  in  proportion  as  the  Rea- 
son became  wet,  obstacles  of  all  kinds  would  of 
eourse  multiply ;  and  it  at  lengtfi  appeared  haoard- 


ou^  to  advance  a  single  miuriA  further  from  the  B  OOK  L- 
mligasined,  tot  fear  of  being  eattrely  deprived  of     * 
tiMir  benefit.     The  «ommander-ia-chief,  there-  C;iap.  lil. 
fbre,  was  feUered  in  respect  to  hie  future  progress,  *^*^rv-^-^ 
aft  be  dared  not  to  lose  sight  of  Ms  coi«munica-      17(tt« 
tions  for  A  sdometit ;  but  he  had  it  still  in  his  power . 
to  compel  tbe<enemy  to  noake  such  movements  io 
lii^  prtsenosv  as  would  alJhrA  him  an  opportunity 
ot  attaekiug  them  to  adirantage^ 

At  length  it  became  evident  th^t  the  French^ . 
instead  of  betaking  theaiaelves  to  flight,  now  Qc- . 
cnpled  a  strong  intrenched  camp,  supported  by .. 
ad  immense  park  of  artiUery,  and  were  prepared 
to  give  baittlfi.    As  Dumonriez  appeafed  to  have  » 
assumed  a.maifced  position,  with  a  i^ie.w  of  coa*  . 
coaling  the  number  and .  situation  of  his  troops^, 
orders  were  instantly  issued  tp  obtain  possession  > 
of  the  heights  of  Gizancourt      Several  columns 
were  accordingly  pot  in  motion ;  and  the  artillery 
was  sent  forward.     On  this,  Kellermann  brought 
up  the  whole  of  his  cannon  to  a  commanding 
eminence,  on  the  hill  of  Valmy,  and  by  means 
of  a  well-directed  fire,  arrestedi  the  progress  of 
the  combined  army. 

lu  the  mean  time,  the  King  of  Prussia  had 
established  a  battery  on  thei&eigbts- of  CUzan- 
court,  which  commanded  the  position  at  Valmy  ; 
but  as  Stengel  now  out-flanked  the  enemy,  and 
had  .opened  a  sharp  fire  on  the  left  of  the  attack, 
the  assailants  received  a  check,  and  were  nut 
only  prevented  from  storming  Valmy,  but,  per- 
haps, from  also  breaking,  svrronnding,  and  cut- 
ting off  the  detadiMeat  under  Kellermann  ;  for' 
as  his  troops  were  encumbered,  and  the  great  i 
road  leading  to  St.  Menehonld  choked  up  with 
the  baggage,  a  retreat  would  have  become  ex-  * 
tremely  diffiOuH. 

At  the  close  of  day  tiie  artillery  ceased  to  fire, 
and  the  troops  detached  by  l>omfiouries  retired  ; 
thosie  ^ommamled  by  Kellermann  renuikiedr  under 
arms,  on  purpose  to  wtthdr^iw  to  the  stu^o  ori- 
ginally intended  for  them;  while  the  Prassians- 
not  only  retained  the  heights  of  La  |j«iiae  and' 
Gizancoart,  but  completely  blocked- up  all  inter- 
course with  Chalons,  and  occupied  a  position 
between  the  enemy  awd  the  capital. 

Thus  ended  the  skirmiA  of  Valmy,  during^ 
which  only  three  or  four  hundred  men  were  killed,* 
although  the  rival  armies  fired' more  thiui  fovty 
tlhoilaaad  cannon-shot.  The  combined  forcos  on- 
this  occasion,  by^  means  of  a  masterly  evolution^ 
had  contrived  to' out  off  alidisoct  coamiMinioation 
between  Dumoaries  and  his  magazines ;  but  they 
completely  failed  in  the  main  object  of  the  contest,f 
as  the  Fren<Sh  were  neither  beaten  nor  intimidated.- 
On  the  contrary,  they  in  tho  end  -derived,  firom 
this  contest  all  the  advantages  that  could  have 
been  expected  from  a  signal  victory. 

The  notion  at  Valmy,  since  dignified  witb 
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astec: 


BOORJ.   the  appellation  of  the  baitle  of'  yalniy^  oompleteiy 

dissipated  the  iUusionB  of  Frederick- William  II. 

Chak  IK.  YiYiOj  after  seeing  the  hopes  of  the  emigrants  in 
^'''^^'^"^^  some   measure   realised    by   the  surrender    of 
*'^^      Longwy  and  Verdun,  is  said  to  hare  expected 
€*lther  the  immediate  flight  or  desertion  of  the 
French  forces  \*  but  their  intrepidity  aitd  patriot- 
ism not  only  disappointed  his  hopes»  l>ut  gtive  a 
new  turn  to  the  war.  The  veteran  troops,  who  had 
^neglected  on  the  preceding  day  to  carry  the  lieights 
of  Valmy  by  the  bayonet,  might  still  indeed  have 
niarchea  straight  to  Chalons,  which  wasobiy  a  few 
leagues  distant ;  but  the  enemy,  whose  supposed 
disadvantages  were  now  fully  counterbalanced  by 
«  a' decided  superiority  in  respect  to  artillery,  as 
well  as  by  recent  events,  would  have  cut  on  all 
communication  with  Verdun. 


The  King  of  Prussia «a,ecoMliogly  began  to 
reflect  seriously  on  the  critical  situation  to  which 
hewas  reduced.    He  had  fully  acquitted  -himself' 
of  his  engagement  to  enter  Frande.  «  None  df  the 
armies  appeared  in  the  least  disposed  to  join  liira^' 
and  not  a  single  department,  or  even  district,  had 
declared  in  favour  of  the  aiicient  monarchy,    lie 
Irimself  had  already  ex|)ended  immense  sums,  and 
hazarded  the  existence  of  ati  army  on  whi(^  the 
security  of  his  own  dominions  depended,  in  behalf- 
of  the .  common  cause.     In  addition  to  this,  the 
fervour  of  his  zeal  had  induced  him  to  neglect* 
man V  necessary  precautions;   several  fortresses^ 
luid  been  left  in  hts  rear,  many  of  bis  convoys  had 
been   cut  off,  and  not  only  famine,  but  disease, 
already  prevailed  in  his  camp. 


*  Tablesu  Uistorique  et  Potit.  t  II.  38$, ; 


CHAPTER  IV. 

State  ffthe  Armies — France  declared  a  Heptiblic — FrederickrWilUam  solicits  and  obtains  an  ArmisticB 
— Cordiality  between  the  Two  Armies — Rupture  of  the  Armistice — Disastrous  Retreat  of  the 
Prussians — Observations  on  the  Failure  oftlie  Enterprise — Agitations  in  Paris — Massacre  of,  the 
2d  and  Zd  of  September. 


WHILE  the  combined  army  was  encamped 
within  sight,  fifty  thousand  French  maintained 
the  formidable  position  of  St.  Menehould,  and 
were  in  daily  expectation  of  receiving  fresh  suc- 
cours; for  General  d'Harville  was  assembling 
troops  at  Rheims,  and  General  Sparre  at  Oha* 
Ipns.  Paris,  Soissons^  Epernai,*  Troyes,  and 
Vitry,  were  also  pourinff  forth  swarms  of  volun- 
teers, unacquainted  inweed  with  discipline,  and 
impatient  of  restraint,  but  zealous  to  shed  their 
blood  for  their  country,  and  acquire  liberty  and 
glory  for  themselves.  On  the  other  band,  tbe 
forces  of  the  allied  courts,  which  had  been  deceiv- 
<h1  as  to  tbe  opposition  they  were  likely  to  experi- 
ence, became  dispirited  and  dejected. — They, 
-  found  themselves  entangled  amidst  the  fastnesses 
of  a  sterile  province,  :^titute  of  water,  forage, 
and  provisions,  with  a  resolute  enemy  in  front, 
fresh  levies  pouring  in  from  all  quarters,  and 
their  own  resources  diminishing  daily. 

Dumouriez,  on  the  other  hand,  was  equally 
aware  of  the  superiority  of  his  own  position, 
and  the  critical  and  even  desperate  situation  of 
the  enemy.  But  a  different  <^inion  prevailed  at 
Paris,  whence  be  received  couriers  daily,  with 
ijijunctions  to  retreat.  The  romantic  hopes  and 
extravagant  projects  of  this  general,  instead  of 
allaying,  served  only  to  iucre9.se  ^thoir  fears  ;  for 
although  the  combined  forces  were  posted  between 


him  and  tbe  capital,  and  the  immediate  commu- 
nication with  his  own  magazines  cut  off,  regard- 
less of  these  directions,  he  continued  to  assert 
with  great  confidence,  that  his  Prussian. Majesty 
would  not  be  able  tp  penetrate  farther  into 
Champagne ;  and  that,  within  the  short  space 
of  ten  days,  his  once  formidable  army,  con- 
sumed by  hunger  and  disease,  must  be  forced 
to  retreat  through  the  same  defiles  by  which  it 
had  entered  France.  Not  content  with  this  pre- 
diction, which  was  speedily  realized,  he  also  as- 
sured them  tliat  be  should  have  time  to  march* 
to  the  succour  of  Lisle,  now  menaced  by  the 
Duke  of  Saxe  Teschen,  and  demanded  by  way 
of  recompense  for  his  services,  that  he  might  be 
permitted  to  make  Brussels  his  head-quarters  dur- 
ing the  winter,  as  he  intended  to  be  there  by  the 
15tb  of  November ! 

Opposing,  therefore,  tbe  intrepidity  of  hi8> 
character  to  the  current  of  opinion,  Dumouriez 
determined,  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  to  persevere ; 
and  as  the  direct  road  to.  Chalons,  where  bis 
provisions  were  deposited,  was  now  blocked  up, 
he  ordered  bis  convoys  to  ascend  along  the  left 
bank  of  the  Marne  to  Vitry  ;  he  also  caused  new 
roads  to  be  cut,  and  posted  detachments  to  keep 
up  the  communication.  But,  notwithstanding 
all  bis  care,  the  army,  which  was  sometimes  two 
or  three  days' without  bread,  begaii  to  murmur. 
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On  these  occasions,  in  imitation  of  the  ^enerak 
of  antiquity,  he  was  accustomed  to  mingle  with 
and  appease  the  soldiery. 

"  The  famous  Marshal  Saxe,"  said  he  "  has 
written  a  book  on  the  art  of  war,  in  which  he 
maintains  that  the  regular  delivery  of  provisions 
to  the  troops  should  be  discontinued  at  least  once 
a-week,  in  order  to  make  them  less  sensible  of 
such  a  privation  in  cases  of  necessity.  As  for 
us !"  he  would  exclaim,  "  we  have  not  half  so 
much  reason  to  complain  as  these  Prussians, 
encamped  within  our  sight,  who  are  sometimes 
destitute  of  bread  for  four  days  in  succession, 
and  reduced  to  the  necessitv  of  feedinjsc  on  their 
dead  horses !  You  have  plenty  of  hogs'-lard, 
rice,  and  flour;  make  cakes  with  these,  and 
liberty  will  give  them  a  relish." 

At  another  time,  when  a  convoy  had  been  re- 
tarded, he  assumed  a  severe  air,  and  cried  out — 

**  Which  are  the  bad  citizens  who  are  so 
eowai^dly  as  not  to  sustain  hunger  ?  Let  them 
be  stripped  of  their  arms  and  uniforms,  and 
instantly  chased  away.  Such  are  not  worthy  of 
participating  with  us  in  the  honour  of  saving  our 
country  !  You  cannot  receive  jmy  bread  before 
to-morrow;  shew  yourselves  therefore  capable 
of  surmounting  every  thing.  No  more  mur- 
murs: Liberty  for  ever!"  On  this,  the  whole 
camp  begun  to  shout — **  Liberty  for  ever  !  Long 
live  our  father!" 

While  Dumouriez  was  tlms  occupied  by 
turns  in  opposing  the  enemy,  and  soothing,  repri- 
manding, and  acquiring  the  confidence  of  his  own 
troops,  a  great  event  had  occurred  at  Paris, 
which  produced  a  complete  change  in  the  nature 
and  form  of  the  government.  At  the  very  moment 
when  the  King  of  Prussia,  at  the  head  of  an 
immense  army,  had  driven  the  French  from  the 
camp  of  Grandprey,  and  Longwy  and  Verdun 
were  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  a  national 
convention  had  assembled,  royalty  was  abolished, 
and  Prance  declared  a  republic* 

This  intelligence  soon  reached  the  camp  of 
St.  Menehould,  and  was  immediately  succeeded 
by  three  commissioners,  who  ordered  the  new 
oath  of  allegiance  to  be  administered  to  the 
troops ;  and  the  commander-in-chief,  even  had 

*  National  Convention— iSIcp/emfter  21,  1792. 

"  The  national  assembly  decrees,  that  i^oyolly  is  abolish' 
td  in  France ; 

''That  all  pnblic  acts  shall  be  dated ~*  The  first  3'ear 
of  the  French  Republic ;' 

'^  That  the  seal  of  the  state  shall  be  changed,  and  ha?e 
for  legend  *  French  Republic  ;' 

*"  And  that  the  national  seal  shall  represent  a  woman 
twitting  on  a  bundle  of  arms,  and  having  in  her  hand  a  pike 
with  me  cap  of  liberty  upon  it;  on  the  etertfue  shall  be  en- 
graved *  Archives  ofthe  French  Republic." 
'  (No.  3.) 
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he  been  otherwise  inclined,  was  under  the  neces-  BOOK    I. 
sity  of  exhibiting  a  prompt  obedience.  ... 

The  deputies,  Sillery,  Carra,  and  Prieur,  had  Chap.  IV. 
been  selected  on  purpose  to  procure  the  accession 
ofthe  army  to  tlie  late  decree  ofthe  convention  ; 
and  their  success  did  not  belie  the  expectations 
which  had  been  conceived  of  them,  for  being  in- 
dignant at  the  supposed  treachery  of  the  king,  and 
the  presence  of  "  a  horde  of  foreign  mercena- 
ries," they  consented  withjoy  to  pass  from  a  mo- 
narchical to  a  republican  form  of  government,  t 

The  Prussian  monarch  had  already  become 
tired  of  a  war  whence  he  could  reap  neither  glory 
nor  advantage,  and  began  to  wish  tbr  an  oppor- 
tunity of  withdrawing  his  army,  the  safety  of  which 
had  now  become  precarious.  It  was  with  tliis 
intention  that  he  sent  Colonel  Manstein,  his  adju- 
tant-general, to  the  French  head- quarters,  on  the 
22d  of  September,  for  the  pur])0se  of  holding  a 
conference  with  the  commander-in-chief,  about 
the  mutual  exchange  of  prisoners.  After  many 
compliments  on  both  sides,  it  was  finally  resolved 
to  discontinue  skirmishing  in  front  of  their  re-* 
9pective  camps,  and  a  suspension  of  arms  accord- 
ingly took  place  in  that  direction.  Dumouriez, 
witli  his  usual  acutenesa,  took  advantage  of  this 
event,  for  he  instantly  dispatched  orders  to  Ge- 
neral Dubouquet,  who  was  sUitloned  at  Notre 
Dame  de  PEpine,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Chalons,  to  march  at  the  bead  of  sixteen  bat- 
talions of  infantry,  and  two  squadrons  of  dra- 
goons, to  Fresne,  near  Sommievre,  while  General 
l>c«pres-Crassier  was  to  advance  with  two  thou- 
sand foot,  aud  a  thousand  horse,  to  Espeuse  and 
Noirlieu.  lie  also  di^spatched  eighteen  squadrons 
of  light  horse,  under  Trecheville,  towards  Som- 
mievre, Ilerp.ont,  and  Moyon,  on  purpose  to  oc- 
cupy the  right  flank  of  the  combined  army ;  and 
he  repeated  his  injunctions  to  Lieutenant-general 
d'llarville,  to  proceed  to  Pont-Fauergiies,  and 
even  as  far  as  St.  Hilary. 

As  the  Prussians,  by  the  armistice  in  the  van^ 
sacrificed  the  emigrants  who  had  advanced  in 
flank,  the  latter  were  forced  by  these  movements 
to  fall  "back  from  Suieppe,  'which  they  had 
reached,  towards  Croix-en-Chamjiagne,  where 
they  already  began  to  anticipate  the  fate  that  was 
preparing  for  them.  But  this  was  not  all ;  for 
Colonel  Trecheville,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of 
horse,  advanced  boldly  in  the  rear  of  the  Prus- 
sians, and  obtained  much  booty;  while  General 
Neuilly,  marching  from  Papavant  wiih  the  light 
troops,  took  a  circuit  by  the  forest  of  Argonne, 
on  purpose  to  annoy  the  enemy's  left  wing. — 
Beurnonville's  advanced  guard  at  the  same  time 
penetrated  by  Marque  across  the  forest  to  the  old 
camp  at  Grandprey,  and  by  cutting  off  the  sup- 

t  ftlem.  du.  General  DumonrieZf  tome  ill. 
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BOOK  I.  plies  of  provisions,  carried^on  a  still  more  fatal 
and  destructive  species  of  warfare. 

The  treaty  relative  to  the  exchan|;e  of 
prisoners,  negociated  bv  Colonel  Manstcin,  on 
behalf  of  his  Prussian  iVIajestV)  extended  only 
to  the  Prussian,  Austrian,  and  Hessian  troops, 
for  the  unfortunate  exiles  were  excluded  from 
any  participation  in  tliis  cartel. 

The  unhappy  emigrants  being  now  consi- 
dered as  rebels,  in  consequence  of  this  con- 
cession, the  Prussian  adjutant- general  assured 
Dumouriez  that  his  majesty  was  no  longer  desi- 
rous of  continuing  the  war  against  France  ;  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  intermeddle  either  in  respect 
to  her  constitution  or  government,  but  merely 
expected  that  the  king  should  be  liberated  from 
his  confinement,  and  his  authority  restored  in  the 
same  manner  as  it  existed  previously  to  the 
10th  of  August. 

In  reply  to  these  propositions,  which  were 
unnecessary  before  the  combined  forces  entered 
France,  but  had  now  become  impracticable,  the 
general  presented  Colonel  Manstein  with  the 
official  documents  just  received  from  Paris,  by 
which  it  appeared,  that  the  national  assembly 
had  been  changed  for  a  national  convention,  and 
the  monarchy  converted  into  a  republic. 

In  the  mean  time  the  utmost  cordiality  took 
place  between  the  advanced  posts  of  the  two 
armies.  Dumouriez  presented  the  king  of 
Prussia  with  cpftee,  sugar,  fruit,  and  wheaten 
bread,  which  lie  knew  the  monarch  to  be  in  want 
of,  while  the  tropps  divided  their  rations  of  pro- 
visions with  the  enemy,  who  were  dying  of  hun- 
ger, and  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  dy- 
scQtry. 

Colonel  Thouvenot,  according  to  instruc- 
tions, repaired  next  day  to  the  head-quarters  at 
Hans,  in  the  rear  of  the  canip  of  La  Lune,  where 
he  was  well  received  by  the  Duke  of  Brunswick ; 
and  the  French  general,  wishing  to  take  advan- 
tage of  these  friendly  dis]>ositions,  with  hi^  usual 
readiness  and  ability  drew  up  a  memorial,  in 
which  he  tlirew  the  whole  blame  of  the  war  on 
the  house  of  Austria,  and  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade the  King  of  Prussia  that  it  was  his  interest 
to  detach  himself  from  an  alliance  at  onc;e  unna- 
tural and  disadvantageous.  But  these  remarks, 
appear  to  have  been  disagreeable  to  his  majesty  ; 
for  an  aide-de-camp  was  soon  after  dispatched 
by  the  commander-in-chief,  with  a  manifesto, 
couched  in  the  same  haughty  tone  as  his  former 
proclamations.  This  production  appeared  so 
harsh  and  ill-timed  to  Dumouriez,  that  he  spoke 
to  the  officer  to  whose  care  it  had  been  intrusted, 
thus : — **  Sir,  I  took  the  liberty  to  transmit  a 
memorial  to  the  King  of  Prussia  ;  but  I  did  not 
address,  myself  to  the  Duke  of  Brunswick,  who 
undoubtedly  mistakes  a  French  commander-in- 


chief  for  a  burgo-master  of  .Amsterdam :  tell 
him,  that  the  truce  ceases  from  Uiis  moment,  and 
that  I  have  given  orders  for  that  purpose  in  yottf 
presence.** 

The  necessary  preparations  were  accordingly 
made,  and  the  French  army  rejoiced  greatly  at 
the  event,  for  they  began  to  be  jealous  of  the 
frequent  communications  that  took  place  between 
their  general  and  the  Prussians. — The  confer- 
ences having  been  thus  broken  oflT,  the  situdtion 
of  the  grand  army  became  every  day  more 
critical,  but  it  might  still  have  been  relieved 
from  its  embarrassments  by  a  victory,  and  a 
council  of  war  was  lield,  at  which  it  was  deter- 
mined to  hazard  the  event  of  a  battle,  in  express 
opposition  to  the  private  opinion  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. The  necessary  instructions 
were  accordingly  given  for  that  purpose;  but 
after  the  combined  array  had  been  drawn  out,  and 
the  signal  for  action  was  expected  with  impa- 
tience, Frederick  William,  witii  his  usual  irreso- 
lution, commanded  tlie  troops  to  retire.^  ^■ 

As  it  was  now  not  judged  advisable  either i0r 
advance,  or  risk  a  general  action,  and  the  havoc 
of  famine  and  disease  increasing  daily  in  tlie  allied 
camp,  proper  precautions  were  adopted  to  wida- 
draw  the  troops  as  soon  as  possiole  from  this 
scene  of  death   and  desolation. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  troops  wbo  had 
threatened  to  avenge  the  cause  of  sovereigns,  to 
restore  the  dispossessed  nobles,  to  rebuild  the 
violated  altars,  and  to  reinstate  the  de]M>sed 
monarch,  were  obliged  to  take  advantage  t»f  the 
night,  in  order  to  conceal  their  flight,  and  insure 
their  own  safety.  The  camp  of  La  Lnne  was 
accordingly  abandoned  late  in  the  evening  of 
the  30th  ot  September,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
succeeding  morning,  the  main  body  fell  bade 
about  a  league,  the  artillery  and  heavy  baggage 
having  been  sent  off  before.  On  receiving  tlvis 
intelligence,  Dumouriez  immediately  sent  a  cou* 
rier  to  the   minister  of  war;t    and  dispatched 

*  Tableau  Historique  et  Politique  de  i*£urope,  par  Se* 
gar,  €X-ambassadeur,  2d  ediiioo,  tom.  II. 

+  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  GeneralDumouriez,  to  the 

Minister  of  War* 
"  My  dear  Scrvan, 

''  The  Prussians  are  in  full  retreat ;  the  brare 
Beurnnnville,  who  has  been  christened  the  *  French  >ljax/ 
has  taken  within  these  two  days  from  them  above  four  hun- 
dred men,  more  than  fitly  wagons,  and  above  two  hundred 
horses.  By  what  we  can  learn  from  the  prisoners  and 
deserters,  tbeu*  army  is  wasteil  by  fatigue,  famine,  and  the 
bloody  flux.      The  enemv  march  always  by  ni^^ht,    only, 

going:  one  or  two  leagues  imring  the  day-time  to  cover  their 
aggtige  and  artillery. 

*'  I  have  reinforced  Benmonville,  who  has  above  twenty 
thousand  men,  and  who  will  not  rest  until  he  hasextermin- 
atefl  them  This  day  I  shall  join  and  assist  htm.  1  have 
sent  you  copies  of  nay  correspondence  with  the  enemy, 
which  I  have  caused  to  be  printed,  that  no  8U8|Moion  may 
arise.    I  hope,  if  the  troops  have  aay  confidence  in  me,  to 
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General  Dampierre  with  a  brigade  of  infantry : 
the  latter  found  the  lo^ound  lately  occupied  by  the 
Prussians  strewed  with  the  carcases  of  men  and 
horses,  while  the  ditches  were  so  full  of  blood, 
that  many  of  the  ^k'  had  faHen  into  them,  and 
actually  perished  there.  Such  a  position  as  this 
became  untenable,  on  account  of  the  infection 
arising  from  epidemic  maladies,  and  it  was  accord- 
ingly relinquished  by  the  French. 

As  might  have  been  expected,  the  retreat  of 
the  Prussians  from  Champagne  was  efibcted  with 
the  utmost  difficulty,  ana  it  is  extremely  proba* 
ble,  notwithstanding  the  acknowledged  talents  of 
the  Duke  of  Brunswick,    and  the  bravery  and 

Serseverance  displayed  on  this  occasion  by  the 
Ling  of  Prussia  himself,  that  if  the  whole  French 
army  had  proceeded  in  pursuit,  while  Custine 
advanced  on  the  side  of  Coblentz,  they  would 
have  been  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  capitula- 
ting. The  distance  from  the  camp  of  La  Lune 
to  Luxembourg  does  not  exceed  twenty-eight 
leagues,  yet  no  less  than  three  whole  vfeeKS  were 
consumed  in  the  route.  As  part  of  the  way  led 
through  a  marshy  country,  and  the  roads  were 
broken  up  by  the  rains,  while  the  neighbouring 
rivers  overflowed  their  banks,  but  little  progress 
could  be  made ;  accordingly,  the  troojis  often 
marched  from  break  of  day  until  night,  witbont 
advancing  more  than  five  or  six  miles.  The  whole 
arm  v  was  literally  stuck  fast  in  the  nmd  during  a 
week,  before  the  village  of  Grandprey  ;  and  in 
order  to  save  the  artillery,  it  became  necessary  to 
cut  down  part  of  the  neighbouring  forests,  and  by 
placing  the  trees  side  by  side,  a  new  road  was  con« 
structed  with  infinite  toil,  for  the  cannon  and 
baggage. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Generals  Stengel,  Beur- 
nonville,  Galland,  and  Chazot,  althougli  at  too 
groata  distance  to  produce  any  considerable  effect, 
bung  upon  their  flanks  and  rear,  cut  off  the  strag- 
glers and  destroyed  all  the  forage  and  provisions 
they  could  find  in  the  neighbourhood.  Valence, 
on  being  nominated  to  succeed  Arthur  Dillon, 
attack-ed  and  carried  several  of  thMr  posts,  and 
obliged  them  to  agree  to  the  surrender  of  Longwy 
and  tlie  evacuation  of  Verdun,  before  he  would 
consent  to  an  armistice.* 

tiinter  at  Brussels.  Asspre  the  august  assembly  of  the 
aorereisrn  people  that  J  wiU  not  rest  uati)  i  hare  rendered 
the  tyrants  incapable  of  doing  us  any  farther  mischief. 

.    *'  DuMouRiez.'' 
'    *  This  armistice  is  so  far  memorable,  as  it  aifartied  the 
first  opportunity  of  recognizing  the  republic,  by  the  admis- 
sion or  tbe  followinjf  article : 

'*  Pour  d(fnner  i  la  presente  conyention  la  plus  grande 
authenticity,  pile  sera  revetue  #^11  tcmu  du  PeupU  Francois^ 
et  d  *  celui  de  S.  M.  le  Roi  de  Prusse."— *•  To  give  mater 
autborinr  to  the  conrention,  it  shall  be  invested  with  tlieseal 
i»f  the  French  people,  and  that  of  bis  Majesty  the  Kinjr  of 
Prussia." 
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At  length,  on  the  2Sd  of  October,  the  Prus-  BOOK  L 

sian  army  reached'  Austrian  Flanders,  reduced 

to  the  most  deplorable  state  bv  famine  a»d  the  Chap.  IY. 
dysentry,  with  the  survivinf^  soldiers  entirely  des- 
titute 01  shoes,  clothes,  and  not  unfrequently  CYcn 
of  arms.  All  the  way  from  the  heights  or  Hans 
to  the  fortress  of  Luxembourg  was  strewed  with 
the  wreck  of  the  fugitives  ;  the  camp  equipage 
was  abandoned,  and  half  of  the  cavalry  either 
killed  or  rendered  unfit  for  service. 

Thus,  after  tbe  loss  of  upwards  of  twenty 
thousand  Prussian  and  Austrian  troops,  the  sacri- 
fice of  the  French  king,  princes^  and  nobility,  and 
the  recognition  of  that  very  republic  which  had 
been  threatened  with  annihilation,  ended  this  me- 
morable campaign ;  in  which,  perhaps,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  annuls  of  mankind,  the  fate  of  a  great 
empire  was  decided  without  a  general  battle. — A 
variety  of  obvious  causes  may  be  assigned  for  the 
failure  of  this  expedition.  The  grand  army  took 
the  field  at  too  late  a  season  of  the  year  for  eflee- 
tive  operations;  the  indiscriminate  vengeance  of 
the  allied  courts,  instead  of  dividing^  united 
France  ;  the  house  of  Austria,  in  consequence  of 
a  recent  war  with  tbe  Turks,  had  been  rendered 
unable  to  fulfil  its  engagements:  while  the  in- 
creasing jealousies  of  ancient  rivalship,  and  the 
secret,  and  perhaps  separate  views  of  those  princes 
who  publicly  professed  to  restore  the  mitre  and 
the  crown,  perpetually  intervened,so  as  to  prevent' 
a  cordial  union.  To  these  are  to  be  added,  the 
difficulties  of  the  original  enterprise,  and  the  con- 
stitutional versatility  of  the  hero  of  the  league. 
Such  was  the  fatal  impolicy  of  the  original  mea- 
sure, that  it  involved  in  certain  ruin  all  those 
whom  it  professed  to  save :  it  whetted  the  axe  of 
the  executioner,  and  prepared  the  scaflbld  for  the 
nnhappy  king ;  it  put  an  end  to  the  reigning  dy- 
nasty, converted  monarchical  France  into  a  mili'- 
tary  commonwealth,  and  at  length  endangered  not 
the  repose  alone,  but  the  independence  of  Europe. 

In  the  course  of  a  single  fortniglit  after  the 
publication  of  tbe  two  celebrated  declarations  by 
the  Duke  of  Brunswick,  Louis  XVI.  was  not 
only  suspended,  but  imprisoned  ;  and  immediately 
after  the  treacherous  surrender  of  Longwy  and 
Verdun,  royalty  itself  was  abrogated,  and  the 
republic  proehiimed.  Nor  was  this  all ;  for  the 
predominant'faction,  driven  to  despair  by  the  ap- 
proach of  a  victorious  army,  not  only  planned  and 
perpetrated  the  execrable  massacres  of  Sep- 
tember, but  swore  the  destruction  of  the  whole 
Capetian  race.  From  this  moment  too,  the  de- 
mocracy of  France,  wielded  by  a  coarse  but  irre- 
sistible arm,  after  demolishing  the  nobles,  the  « 
dignified  clergy,  and  the  throne,  was  uplifted  to 
crush  all  the  surrounding  states. 

It  has  been  beforeintimated,  that  the  capture' 
of  Long^y^  and  the  approach  df  the  Prussians, 
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BOOK  I.  spread  an  instai^taueous  alarm  throughout  Paris, 
,  and  tliat  the  asseiublv  itself  was  not  exempt  from. 

CuAP.  IV.  thepanic.  At  this  awful  moment,  suspicion  lodged 
^'^•^■-v^"^  in  every  heart,  and  terror  was  depicted  upon  every 
1702  countenaiice.  Danton,  the  minister  of  justice, 
stood  forward  in  the  assembly  on  this  occasion  : — 
he  observed,  that  there  were  more  than  80,000 
stand  of  arms  in  Paris,  in  tlie  hands  of  private 
persons,  and  with  th«se  he  proposed  to  equip  a 
volunteer  army,which  shoidd  sally  forth  to  meet  the 
enemy.  This  proposal  was  immediately  adopted  ; 
and  it  was  followed  by  a  decree  for  disanning  all 
suspected  persons.  Danton  was  at  this  time  closely 
connected  with  M.  Robespierre,  who  occupied  the 
situation  of  public  accuser,  and  with  M.  Marat, 
a  Prussian,  now  became  a  distinguished  member 
of  the  Jacobin  Club  ;  and  to  this  execrable  trium- 
virate, the  horrors  of  the  sanguinary  ma^isacres 
of  the  2d  and  3d  of  September  are  to  be  im{>uted. 
Instead  of  ordering  the  enrolment  of  volunteers  to 
be  made  in  their  respective  sections  with  order 
and  quietness,  they  directed  that  the  alarm  guns 
should  be  fired  at  two  o^ clock  ;  that  the  tocsiny  or 
alarm  bell,  should  be  sounded  ;  that  the  country 
should  be  proclaimed  in  danger ;  and,  that  the 
populace  of  Paris  should  be  summoned  io  meet 
in  the  Champ  de  Marsj  whence,  as  they  pretended, 
they  were  tomarch  in  a  body  to  meet  the  approach- 
ing enemy.  It  is  only  justice  to  the  Parisians  to 
say,  that^  on  this  occasion,  they  showed  more  dis* 
cretion  than  their  rulers ;  and  that,  for  the  most 
part,  they  assembled  in  their  respective  sections  to 
enrol  their  names  as  the  defenders  of  their  country. 
A  great  concourse  was  however  collected,  com- 
posed, as  the  GiRONDE  party  (which  derived  its 
name  from  the  department  which  returned  its  lead- 
ing members)  assert,  partly  of  assassins,  hired  by 
the  Mountain  party  (which  took  its  name  from 
its  members  occupying  the  highest  seats  in  the  con- 
vention) and  at  tlie  head  of  which,  at  tliis  moment^ 
stood  Robespierre,  Danton,  and  Marat.  The  re- 
solutions of  the  assembly  hadscarcelybeen  formed, 
"when  a  number  of  voices  exclaimecl,  that  '*  they 
'^  were  ready  to  devote  themselves  to  the  service 
of  their  counti'y,  and  to  march  against  their 
foreign  enemies ;  but  they  must  first  purge 
the  nation  of  its  domestic  foes  V^ 
Without  further  deliberation,  a  party  of  armed 
men  proceeded  to  the  Carmes,  where  a  number  of 
the  non-juring  priests  were  detained  till  an  oppor- 
tunity should  occur  of  putting  in  force  their  sen- 
tence of  banishment ;  and  there,  in  cold  blood,  the 
remorseless  assassins  sacrificed  every  one  of  these 
defenceless,  and  probably  innocent  men  •  From  the 
Carm^a,  they  proceeded  to  the  Abbey  Prison,  in 
which,  w^e  confiued  the  Swiss  officers^  and  those 
arrested  for  treasonable  offences  against  the  nation 
oil  the  1 0 tb  of  August »  The  murderers  proceeded 
with  a  kind  of  method  in  their  crimes.    They 
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impannelleda.  jucy,  .nine  of  whom  it  is  said,  were 
Italians,  or  assa,s^(nmjfpom  Avignon,  and  the  otKer 
three,  French.  Before  these  self-constituted 
judges,  the  wretched  prisoners  underwent  a  sum- 
mary examination.  The  waitchword  that  pro- 
nounced the  culprit  guilty,  was  '^  II  faut  le 
larger,'"  (he  must  be  set  at  liberty,)  when  the 
victim  was  precipitated  from  the  door,  to  pass 
through  a  defile  of  mincreants  differently  armed, 
and  he  was  cut  to  pieces  with  sabres,  or  pierced 
tlirough  with  innumerable  pikes.  Some  they 
acquitted,  and  these  were  declared  under  the 
protection  of  the  nation,  and  accompanied  to 
their  respective  homes  by  some  of  the  banditti. 

The  whole  of  the  staff-officers  of  the  Swiss- 
guards  were  massacred,  except  their  commander, 
M.  d'Affry. 

The  assassins  continued  the  whole  night  of 
the  2d  at  the  Abbey,  and  the  prison  of  the  Cha- 
telet,  whence  they  proceeded  to  the  prison  of  La 
Force,  where  the  ladies  of  the  court,  who  were 
arrested  ou  the  10th  of  August,  were  confined. 
In  this  dungeon  was  the  beautilul  and  accom- 
plished Princess  de  Lamballe,  the  friend  and 
confidante  of  the  queen.  This  ill-fated  princess 
was  dragged  from  her  bed,  and  her  head  being 
severed  from  her  body,  her  mangled  corpse  was 
exposed  to  every  kind  of  indignity  ;  and  the  head, 
fixed  upon  a  pike,  was  carried  to  the  temple,  and 
shewn  to  the  unfortunate  queen,  who  fainted  at 
the  horrid  sight.  Madame  de  Tourzelle,  her 
daughter,  and  some  other  ladies,  who  were  con- 
fined in  the  same  prison,  were  spared. 

Tiiese  dreadful  massacres  lasted  the  whole 
of  tlie  2d,and  dd  of  September.  At  the  Abbey 
Prison,  159  were  massacred,  exclusive  qf  M.  M. 
d^Augremout,  Rosoy,  and  de  la  Porte,  who 
had  been  previously  beheaded ;  at  the  seminary^ 
of  St.  Firmin,  02  unfortunate  victims  suffered : 
at  the  Carmes^  141;  at  thQ  Hotel  de  la  Force^ 
168;  at  the  Chatelet,  214;  at  the  Coaoiergerie, 
85 ;  at  the  Bicetre,  153 ;  at  the  cloister  of  the 
Bernardins,  73  ;  in  all  amquntiug  to  the  shocking 
number  of  one  thousand  and  eighty-five.  The 
number  of  the  assassins  has  been  variously 
reported ;  but  the  general  opinion  is,  that  they 
did  not  exceed  two  or  three  hundred. 

The  example  of  Paris  was  fatally  imitated 
in  other  places,  particularly  at  Versailles.  The 
prisoners  who  had  been  confined  at  Orleans  for 
state  offences,  were  ordered  thither  by  the  na- 
tional assembly,  on  the  8th  of  September.  The 
preceding  evening  a  party  of  assassins  proceeded 
from  Paris,  and  as  soon  as  the  prisoners  arrived, 
massacred  them  on  the  spot.  Thus  perished  the 
Duke  of  Brissac,  the  Bishop  of  Maudes,  and 
about  thirty  others^  At  Lyons  also  some  prison* 
ers  were  massacred  on  the  0th. 
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CHAPTlER  V. 

Spires  taken  by  the  French — Surrender  of  Worms,  Mentz,  and  Francfort — War  declared   agaittit 

Sardinia  by  France — Conquest  of  Savoy — Of  Nice — Geneva  acknowledges  the  French  Republic 

'—Unsuccessful  Attack  of  the  Austrians  upon  Lisle — Dumouriez*s  Successes  in  the  Netherlands — 

Battle  of  Gemappe — Privations  of  the  French  Army — Evacuation  of  Francfort  by  the  French 

— Dumouriez  repairs  to  Paris  to  save  the  Life  of  the  King. 


AT  the  very  moment  when  Dumouriez,  at  the 
head  of  a  few  undisciplined  forces,  not  exceeding, 
as  he  asserts,  17,000  men,  collected  in  haste,  and 
bereayed  of  their  original  leader,  was  struggling 
against  the  efforts  of  the  combined  army  in  the 
plains  of  Champagne,  prodigious  exertions  took 
place  throughout  the  whole  French  empire. 
Camps  were  formed  on  all  the  frontiers,  and 
swarms  of  armed  citizens  were  put  in  motion 
agaitist  the  enemy  in  erevy  possible  direction. 
While  the  fate  of  the  empire  appeared  as  yet  un- 
certain, inroads  were  made  into  the  territories  of 
hostile  powers ;  and  those  very  states  that  had 
entertained  the  project  of  dismembering  France, 
were  themselves  taught  to  experience  all  the  hor- 
rors of  dismemberment. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  Custine  com- 
menced his  march,  at  the  head  of  about  20,000 
troops,  and  proceeded  directly  to  Spire?,  which 
contained  immense  magazines  belongiuff  to  the 
enemy,  and  the  Austrians  harine  recently  with- 
drawn a  body  of  12,000  troops  Irom  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Landau,  to  invest  the  fortress  of 
Thionville,  that  portion  of  Germany  between  the 
Rhme  and  the  Aioselle  was  entirely  unprotected, 
and  nothhig  was  left  to  oppose  his  progress  but 
about  4000  troops  belonging  to  the  Emperor  and 
tlie  Elector  of  Mentz. 

On  hiM  arrival  at  Spires,  the  French  general 
found  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  their 
right  being  posted  on  a  declivity,  with  a  ravine 
in  front,  while  the  left  was  flanked  with  gardens, 
surrounded  by  steep  hedges.  Notwithstanding  the 
strength  of  their  position,  Custine  lost  not  a  mo- 
ment in  commencing  the  attack.  While  his  troops 
were  forming  for  this  purpose  under  cover  of  a 
heavy  fire  of  artillery,  four  battalions  had  been 
dispatched  to  take  possession  of  a  height,  which 
not  only  commanded,  but  overhung  the  enemy^s 
left  flank.  On  this  they  retired  within  the  city, 
and  tlie  French  general  advancing  in  pursuit, 
orders  were  issued  to  force  the  gates  by  means  of 
cannon :  but  on  perceiving  that  the  soldiers  were 
animated  with  an  extraordinary  degree  of  ardour, 
he  preferred  to  make  use  of  the  hatchets  of  the 
grenadiers.  One  of  them  was  accordingly  cut 
open  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes :  another 
(No.  8.) 


experienced  the  same  fate,    and  the  Germans,  BOOR  f. 
on  seeing  themselves  repulsed  on  all  sides,  im-   ■ 
mediately  retired  to  the  houses,  in  the  wall^  of  Cbap.  V. 
which   loop-holes   had    been   formed  for  their  ^^^^^^^^ 
musketry,    and  as  the  enemy    advanced   they  ^  *'^ 
poured  down  an  incessant  fire  upon  them.     For  a 
moment  the  French  troops  gave  way  under  this 
galling  fire,  but  the  general  having  placed  eight- 
pounders  and  howitzers  at  the  head  of  his  columns, 
was  soon  enabled  to  rail;  his  troops,  and  at  length 
succeeded  in  forcing  the  Austrians  to  evacuate  the 
city,  with  the  loss  of  eight  hundred  slain  during 
the  action.      The  fruits  of  this  day^a   victory, 
besides  the  magazines,  consisted  of  2,000  pri- 
soners, who  laid  down  their  arms  and  were  sent  to 
France,  five  stand  of  colours,  and  a  contribution 
of  450,000  livres,  levied  principally  on  the  opulent 
ecclesiastics. 

The  conquest  of  Spires,  and  the  complete 
defeat  and  subsequent  capitulation  of  the  troops 
intrusted  with  its  protection,  not  only  aflBrigfated 
the  garrisons  of  the  neighbouring  cities,  which 
soon  experienced  a  similar  fate,  but  induced  the 
inhabitants  to  court  ratlier  than  avdd  the  pro- 
tection of  France,  as  a  fruitless  resistance  would 
only  expose  them  to  bombardment.  Custine^ 
taking  advantage  of  the  terror  recently  impressed 
by  his  arms,  marched  against  Worms  on  the  21st 
of  October,  which  immediately  surrendered ;  and 
the  valuable  magazines  contained  in  that  city  not 
only  produced  a  timely  supply  of  provisions  and 
necessaries  for  his  own  troops,  but  served  also  to 
cut  off  the  resources  of  ttie  enemy.  He  was  noM^ 
desirous  to  obtain  possession  of  Mentz,  which  has 
always  been  considered  as  one  of  the  bulwarks  of 
Germany.  He  accordingly  appeared  before  that 
place  while  still  unprepared  for  a  siege,  and 
defended  only  by  a  ^ble  garrison,  which,  after 
the  exchange  of  some  cannon  shot,  immediately 
capitulated,  and  was  permitted  to  march  out  witli 
all  the  honours  of  war. 

A  few  days  subsequent  to  this,  several 
detachments  from  the  same  army,  proceeding 
along  the  banks  of  the  river,  appeared  suddenly^ 
before  Francfort.  The  inhabitants  were  greatly 
astonished  to  find  two  columns  of  French  at  their 
gates,  the  one  commanded  by  General  Neuwinger, 
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BOOK  I.  and  the  other  by  Colonel  Houcbard ;  but  before 
'  they  could  recover  from  their  surprise,  the  tnagis- 

Chap.  V.  trates  received  a  summons  to  admit  these  troops 
within  their  walls.  As  the  sole  defence  of  the-eity 
consisted  of  a  broad  ditch,  and  the  enemy's  can- 
non were  already  pointed,  resistance  became 
unavailing  i  th^  keys  were  accordingly  presented ; 
and  the  navigation  of  the  Maii^e  became  tributary 
to  the  yictors,  while  Hesse,  Hanau^  and  tlie 
neighbouring  countcy,  supplied  them  virith  provi- 
sions. The  French  general  having  exasperated 
the  wealthy  inhabitants  of  the  city,  by  enjoining 
them  to  pay  the  sum  of  two  millions  of  fluruis, 
within  a  certain  period,  under  pain  of  military 
es^ecution,  committed  a  great  mistake  in  placiqg^ 
^  slender  garrison  in  the  place ;  for  the  mjui\icKpa) 
oflicers,  taking  advantage  of  the  weakness  of  th^ 
garrison,  incited  the  inhabitants  to  rise  upon  them^ 
^nd  succeeded,  without  much  difficulty,  in  liberat- 
ing themselves  from  the  oppsessive  dominion  of  a. 
bandr  of  foreigners. 

While  these  operations  were  toking  place  at' 
Francfort,  Coblentz  was  menaced  by  the  French^ 
and  the  important  fortress  of  Ebrenbreitstein 
urould  perhaps  have  fallen,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  forced  march  of  the  Hessians.  Friedberg, 
and  the  salt  pits  of  Neuheio,  were  seized  upon 
by  a  body  of  troc^  under  Houohard,  while  other 
detachpiettte  took  p^session  of  Hombourg,  Usin- 
gen,  and  Veelbourg ;  and  in  all  these  expeditions, 
care  was  taken  to  insure  the  favour  of  the  pea- 
santry, by  the  most  exemplary  moderation,  while 
the  princes,  nobles,  and  dignified  clergy,  were 
treated  with  great  hiurshness,  and  the  Prince  of 
Hesse,  ui  particular,  experienced  the  marked  en- 
milj;  of  the  French  generals. 

While  the  Imperial  and  Prussian.eagles  were, 
flying  before  the  army  of  Dumouriez,  and  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine,  the  Lahn,  and  the  Maine, 
resioupded  withtlieshouts  of  the  victorious  French, 
preparation^  bod  been  already  made  to  carry  the 
three-coloui;ed  standard  into  the  dominions  of  the 
ji^ng;  of  Sardinia,  and  avenge  the  real  or  sup- 
ppsed  iqjuri^s  committed  by  the  court  of  Turin. 


From  the  commencement  of  the  French 
r^olution,  Victor  Amadous  111.  Kin^  of  Sar- 
dinia, attached  by  a  triple  marriage  to  the  court 
of  Versailles,  displayed  a  decided  hostility  to  the 
recent  changes  that  had  taken  pli^ce  in  France, 
anct  was  at  length  prevailed  upon  by  bin  aon-in- 
law,  the  Count  d'^ctois,  to  declare  in  fi^vour  of 
the  exiled  princes  and  nobles.  This  declaration, 
combined  with  a  number  of  hostile  indications, 
at  ten^h  roused  the  indignation  of  the  national 
assembly,  who^  on  the  uxteeath  of  September, 
passed  a  decree,  declaring  war  against  the  King 
of  Sardiniok^. 

Tb^  French,  who  had'  been  but  litde  ambi^ 
tious  o(  following'  the  wise  maxim  or  tba  Romans^ 
n^ertp*  engage  in  vm^  with  more  than.*  one  state 
at  a  tim0,  |w<l»  i0k  aA!^i{Mtioa  of  this  event;,  ap^ 
pointed  Mon;tesquioii,  ki  the  sprk^g  o£  1791 ,.  to 
the  eon^maud  oC  the  spfitbem  departments.  In 
tb^  couprate  of  the  ensuing  summer,  thi»  general 
deaoimced  the  hostile  prepanations  of  the  King- 
of  Sardinia,  a^  on  the  %4th  of  Sep4en»ber  he 
entered  S^voy,  oa  the  side  of  Mount  Aftelia^^  with 
near  30,000  troops,  vritbout  lecarring  tp.  the  for- 
mality  of  a  mantleato.  ChambeiTi>  the  capital, 
immediately  surrendered  on  his  approaob,  and  he 
si|bdufBd  the  whole  duchy  without  expenenoing 
any  serious  resistance. 

While  Mtonteaquiou  oveo-ran  one  portion  of 
the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Sardinia^  Anselme^ 
at  the  head  of  the  army  of  the  Var,  prepared  to 
attack  another*    He  accordingly  commenced  hia 
march,  and  planted  the  tree  c34ibecty  m  the  city 
of  Nice.    He  then  commenofd  the  blockade  o£ 
S(ontalban,  nditch  soon  capitulated,  and  having 
obtained  possession  of  Villa  Franca,  a  frigate,  ^ 
sloop  of  war,  several  magazines,  filled  with  naval 
stores,  and  one  hundred  pieces    of  ordnanoe^ 
became  the  prey  of  the  repubUcaos.    But  in.  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks  the  French  general  received 
a  check  at  Sospello,  and  lost  several  of  bis  can- 
non ;  this  being  followed  by  a  retreat  fpom  Cas- 
tillon,  where  he  bad  been  beaten,  be  was  imme- 
diately suHpended    by  the   commissioners  who 
attended  his  army,  and  sent  a  prisoner  to  Paris.f 


•  National  Aji^J£MDj.Y.—5^<p<«mi«i*  10,  179a.~Tlie  minister  for  foreign  afiiiirs  informed  the  ta^embly,  "  that.th^ 
flirecutive  council  Iiad  resolved  that  war  should  be  declared  against  the  King  of  Sardinia;  his  openly  encouraging  Frencli 
rebeh,  and  insuHing  the  ambassador  fron^  France,  having  rendered  such  a  step  necessary." 

+  OsiiBui  Ansblmb,  Tliis  officer,  previously  to  the  rerolution,  had  been  colonel  of  the  royal  grenadiers.  In  179  J  he 
yi[^m9A^.tkmarpclwl  (hcamp^  anplontheaistof  8ept.  1799,  nominated  successor  to  General  Montesquiou  by  the  executive 
council,  but  he  had  not  time  to  set  off  for  the  head*quariters  of  the  southern  am)y,  as  die  oonveatioQ  rescinded  the  appoint- 
ment in  the  coufse,  of  t])^  su^eceeuing  d^y.  He  however  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  army  of  the  Var,  and  conducted 
hnnself  with  so  much  moderation,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Nice  de.manded  for  liim  the  rank  of  marshal  of  France.  At  firs^ 
•U his  operations  proved  successftil,  and  victory  seemed  to  he  attached  to  his  staivlards,  but  he  at  length  experienced  a 
veFene  ofiibrtune,  and  was  soon  alier  suspended  from  his  coronumd  by  the  commissioners  by  whom  he  was  accompanied. 
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Attkki  period  of  tllowar,  the  Prendi  nude 
fr  mnnlief  of  fvoselytesiiD  the  conquered  eoufitvies: 
A  society  of  '^Iho  Friemb  of  Liberty  and  Equa- 
Itty,*^'  was  estaUiebiid^  at  Clhambenri,  and  another 
at  Nice,  vrhife»  the  inhabitants  were  eager  to  ^ans- 
nk  addresses  replete  with  attachment  to  the  cause 
of  Franee:  and  the  republic  of  OeacTa  e«b- 
braced  tiie  opportunity  of  being  the  first  indepen- 
dent state  that  acknowledged  thd  republic.  On 
the  oilier  hamdy  the*  court  of  Turin  was  reduced 
to  the  most  deplorable  situation,  Nice  and  Villa 
Franca  were  already  lost;  Savoy  wiis  annexed  to 
France  under  the  name  of  the  department  of 
Mont  Blanc,  by  a  decree  of  the  2Tth  of  Novem- 
ber }  tho  iskad  of  Sardinia  was  menaced  by  a 
na^ral  anttament ;  and  the  republic  threatened  to- 
pliant  lAie  tre^  of  liberty  in  Piedmont. 

Instead  of  being  reduced  to  the  necessity  of' 
dj^boding  her  own  territories,  as  formerly,  Prance 
now  threailened  all  heir  enemies  with  coercion, 
aittd  proclaimed'  '<  that  the  country  was  no  longer 
in  danger.'^*  At  this  memorable  period  upwards 
of  00^000  men)  under  the  Generals  Kellermaon, 
Vafence,  and  Chasot,  were  empleyed  in  pursuit 
of  the  retreating  Prussians ;  eighteen  thousand 
more,  (commanded  by  d*Harville,  had  assembled  at 
Maubeuge ;  Labourdonnaye  bad  collected  nearly 
thirty  thousand,  including  the  garrisons  of  the 
northern  departments ;  Custkie,  with  twenty  thou- 
sand, kept  possesssion  of  Mentz  and  Francfort; 
from  fifteen  to  eighteen  thousand  *were  serving 
under  Biron  before-  StriE^burgh  and  Unningen  ; 
the  successors  or  Bfentesquiou  and  Anselme  were 
flftill  at  the  head  of  thirty  thousand ;  white  Beur- 
nonville^  with  about  twenty-two  thousand  more 
destined  for  the  invasion  of  the  Low  Countries, 
wan  on  his  march  to  French  Flanders.  Thus  an 
iamense  body  of  near  two  hundred  thousand 
^oops  had  been  brought  into  action,  and  great 
and  important  designs  of  conquest  and  revenge 
were  now  meditated. 

Dumouriez,  after  conducting  his  troops  to 
Vouzieres,  on  thehr  way  to  the  relief  of  Lisle, 
repaired  to  Paris  for  the  purpose  of  concerting  a 
plan  for  the  winter  campaign.  After  remaining 
only  four  days  in  the  capital,  where  his  military 
achievements  hadrendered  him  extremely  popular, 


he  set  out  for  Valenciennes  on  the  20th  of  October,  BOOK  !!. 
where  he  arrived  bef^e  the  array.  ___ 

While  Dumouriez  had  defended  the  impor-  Chav.  XI. 
tant  passes  leading  to  the  passes  of  Argonne,  ^^^■v*'*^ 
Duke  Albert  of  Saxe  Teschen,  the  Governor,  ge-  1792  • 
neral  of  the  Austrian  {«ow  Countries,  who  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  weakness,  of  iixe  Ftencfa 
in  that  quarter,  prepared  to  invade  French 
Flanders ;  and  in  the  course,  of  a  few  days  pre- 
sented* himself  before  lisle,  with  25,000  men, 
and  an  immense  train  of  artillery.  On  the  99th 
of  September,  tlie  duke  summoned  the  city  to 
surrender.  To  which  the  commander,  Marshal 
Rualt,  answered — "  We  have  just  renewed  our 
'*  oath  to  be  faithful  to  the  nation  ;  to  maintain 
*^  liberty  and  equality  ;  or  to  die  at  our  posts. — 
*♦  We  will  not  perjure  ourselves."  The  Aus- 
trians  rejoined  by  opening  their  batteries  upon 
the  town.  The  inhaoitants,  inspired  with  a  de- 
gree of  extraordinary  heroism,  caused  the  keys 
of  the  city  to  be  carried  into  the  great  square, 
and  hung  on  the  tree  of  liberty,  at  the  same  time 
determining,  that  whoever  presumed  to  remove 
them,  with  a  iriew  of  delivering  up  the  city, 
should  be  punished  with  instant  death.  The 
Archduchess  Christiana,  consort  of  Duke  Albert, 
was  at  the  siege,  and  applied  the  match  to  the 
first  mortar  fired  upon  the  occasion.  The  bom- 
bardment  continued  for  eight  days,  during  which 
period,  the  bombs  and  bullets  never  ceased  to 
shower  destruction  on  this  seemingly  devoted 
city  ;  but  the  heroic  ardour  of  the  little  garrison, 
joined  to  the  well  regulated  enthusiasm  of  the 
inhabitants,  finally  prevailed,  and  the  assailants, 
unable  to  make  any  impression  on  the  walls,  and 
hearing  of  the  discomfiture  of  the  combined 
army,  retired  amidst  the  maledictions  of  the  citi- 
zens, two  thousand  of  whose  houses  were  des- 
troyed, and  six  thousand  damaged.  During 
this  siege,  the  women,  emulous  to  share  the  com- 
mon danger,  carried  water,  consoled  and  dressed 
the  wounded,  encouraged  the  combatants,  and 
even  danced  on  the  batteries  in  sight  of  the  enemy. 

The  successes  of  the  French  about  this 
period  produced  a  desire  to  efiect  a  revolution 
in  the  conquered  countries.  The  national  con- 
vention accordingly  decreed,  ^^  that  in  all  the 


He 

retire  to 
remained 


^  Xational  CoNVENTioN.^Oc/oftfr  20,  1792.    Tl&e  foreign  enemies  of  the  republic  having'  been  forced  to  9f it  her 
territories,  the  national  convention  seizes  this  opportunity  to  publish  the  following  proclamation  to  the  FIrench  armies: 

''  Citizens  in  arms,  who  Cdmbat  for  the  rights  of  men,  you  whose  courage  hath  insured  the  triumph  of  liherty  and 
equality,  a  grateful  country  ad^k^sses  yoa  through  us«    Receive  then  tliereoompeoseof  the  danger^  the  iattgues,  and 
th^  sacrifices,  which  hare  mi^rkeil  your  pfith  towards  |^(^y^    Th«  ivUifMial  convefttioa.  accordingly  dechuaas^  in  the  wmm*^ 
of  the  French  ]ieople,  that  you  have  saved  the  republic,  and  that  your  country  is  no  lon^r  in  danger." 
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BOOK  I.  territories  occa[>ied  by  tbe  armies  of  the  republic, 

•*  the  ffenerals  shall  proclaim  pc^ce,  fraternity,  and 

Obap.  V.  equa^ty;  abolish  tithes,  nobility,  and  leudal 
services:  that  they  shall  aTso  convoke  primary 
assemblies ;  but  none  of  the  privileged  orders 
are  to  be  allowed  to  vote  until  they  have  sworn  to 
renounce  their  privileges.'* 

Dumouriez  was  now  prepared  with  a  body  of 
nearly  90,000  men,  to  make  a  third  attack  upon 
the  Austrian  Low  Countries.  Having  made  all  • 
the  necessary  military  arrangements,  he  resolved 
to  enter  immediately  on  the  campaign  ;  ^but  he 
did  not  omit  to  provide  himself  with  arms  of  a 
new  kind,  far  more  destructive  to  the  power  of 
the  enemy  than  tlie  most  terrible  engines  of  mo- 
dern warfare.  These  consisted  of  pamphlets,  de-  • 
clarations,  advertisements,  and  addresses,  drawn 
up  with  skill,  and  productive  of  so  powerful  an 
eJFect,  that  the  Austrian  goveiiiment  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  prohibit  ^'  all  communication**  between 
the  two  nations.  The  French  general  himself 
penned  a  manifesto  with  his  own  hand,  in  which 
he  announced  to  the  Belgians,  that  his  troops  in- 
tended to  enter  their  country,  not  as  enemies,  but 
as  brothers  and  friends ;  that  their  design  was  to 
assist  them  in  the  recovery  of  their  ancient  rights ; 
that  they  would  neither  intermeddle  in  their  go- 
▼emment  nor  their  laws  ;  that  they  would  also 
leave  it  to  themselves  to  organize  wh^itever  consti- 
tution they  might  be  inclined  to  adopt ;  and  that 
they  would  not  levy  any  contribution,  nor  exercise 
any  act  of  conquest  whatever. 

"  Provided,**  added  he,  "  you  but  establish 
^he  soirereignty  of  tbe  people,  and  renounce  the 
dominion  of  despots,  we  will  become  your  sup- 

I)orters :  we  will  respect  your  property  and  your 
aws,  and  the  most  rigid  discipline  shall  prevail 
throughout  the  French  armies.  Belgians,  we 
are  brethren  !  Our  cause  is  the  same.  You  have 
given,  so  many  proofe  of  impatience  under  the 
yoke,  that  we  cannot  etertain  the  least  apprehen- 
sion of  being  obliged  to  treat  you  as  enemies.** 

In  the  mean  time  the  Austrians,  under  the 
Duke  of'Saxe  Tcschen,  determined  to  adopt  a 
defensive  system,  and  bv  means  of  a  war  of  posts, 
provide  for  tbe  safety  of  the  Lew  Countries.  The 
duke,  by  his  junction  with  General  Clair&yt,  was 
now  at  the  head  of  25,000  men ;  and  Damouriez, 
in  consequence  of  detachments  sent  en  other  ser- 
ies, had  no  more  than  32,000 ;  but  in  order  to 
5 reserve  his  superiority,  he  ordered  General 
,  ^HarviUe-to  reinforce  him  with  his  corps,  12,000 
strong.  Three  days  after  this  he  advanced  from 
hie  head-quarters  at  Manning,  and  the  first  skir- 
Msh  took  place  with  tbe  Austrians  on  the  part  of 
the  Belffic  ihfantry,  who  of  their  own  accord  at- 
tacked tue  enemv*8  advanced  posts  on  the  village 
of  Thielin,  and  drove  them  bw>re  them,  but  hay- 
iiig  pursued  the  fugitiTes  iDto  the  plain  towards 


the  mill  of  Bousac,  the  impetial  hussars  became 
the  assailants  in  ^eir  turn,  and  four  companies 
were  either  killed  or  taken  prisonefs. 

On  the  5th  of  November  thct  French  army 
was  rsmged  in  columns  along  tbe  forest,  in  such . 
a  manner  as  to  be  readily  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle  parallel  to  tbe  village  of  Gemappe,  vrith  a 
wood  in  the  rear,  tbe  right  at  Hamery,  and  the 
left  at  Hormes^  it  being  resolved  to  attack  the 
heights  on  which  the  enemy  w^e .  intrenched  in 
the  most  formidable  manner,  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  day. 

The  French  commander-in-^ief  having 
made  the  proper  dispositions  for  an  .assault,  a  vi^ 
gorous  cannonade  was  begun  at  seven  o*dock  ia 
die  morning,  which  lasted  until  ten.  It  appeared 
to  Dumouriez  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  sol- 
diers to  commence  a  con ftict  with  bayonets :  bnt  he* 
feigned  to  hesitate  in  giving^the  ordei^  and  merely 
commanded  the  batteries  to  approach  nearer  the 
city.  At  the  same  time  he  gave  directions  that 
the  village  of  Quareignon,  which  protected  Ge-> 
mappe  on  one  side,  should  be  cai^ied  ;  and  thift 
point  was  speedily  gained.  At  noon  all  was  dis^ 
posed  for  a  general  attack  ;  it  was  confided  prin** 
cipally  to  General  Beurnonville,  called  by  Du- 
mouriez the  French  Jjaxy  and  tlie  eldest  son  of 
Egalit^,  Duke  of  Orleans.  The  ardour  of  the 
soldiers  was  not  to  be  repressed  ;  and  the  first 
line  of  redoubts  was  almost  immediately  carried. 
The  obstacles  to  their  progress  seemed  however 
to  increase.  The  enemy^s  cavsjry  advanced  at 
this  instant  with  a  view  of  flanRing  the  French 
columns :  but  young  Egalit^  was  dispatched  to 
rally  the  troops,  and  attack  the  second  line  of  re- 
doubts. This  assault  was  favoured  by  the  third 
regiment  of  chasseurs,  and  the  sixth  of  hussars^ 
which  arrived  in  time  to  charge  the  cavalry  of 
the  enemy,  and  hold  them  in  check.  At  the  same 
time,  some  disorder  having  appeared  in  the  ca- 
valry of  Beurnonville,  while  he  was  charging  the 
c^nemy  at  the  head  of  bis  infantry,  Dumouriez  him- 
self rallied  them,  and  altadied  the  enemy's  horse 
with  great  vigour,  whieh  had  already  eucroacbed 
upon  his  right  flank.  During  the  interval  of  tbe 
conflict  on  the  right,  the  left  wing  of  the  French 
had  carried  Gemappe,  and  the  centre  had  ob- 
tained possession  of  the  second  line  of  redoubts. 
A  second,  though  a  far  shorter  and  less  vigorous 
engagement,  now  took  place  upon  the  heights. 
The  Austrians  were  at  length  obliged  to  retire  in 
disorder  and  precipitancy  upon  Mous. 

The  conquest  of  the  Netherlands  was  the  re- 
ward of  the  victory  of  Gemappe.  It  is  difficult 
to  state  with  precision  the  loss  sustained  by  both 
sides  in  this  engagement.  Dumouriez  estimates 
the  loss  of  the  Austrians  at  four  thousand,  while 
he  rates  his  own  at  only  nine  hundred  killed  and 
wounded.    It  is  howerer  evident  firom  tbe  cir- 
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cumstance  of  the  difiadyantageous  situation  of 
the  latter,  that  this  account  is  Ughly  improbable, 
and  even  impossible**^. 

The  French,  pursuing  their  victorious 
career,  obtained  possession  of  Ath,  and  of 
Toumay,  two  days  after  the  battle  of  Gemappe ; 
and  the  commandant  of  Dunkirk,  with  1,800 
infantry,  marched  to  .Nieuport,  Ostend,  and 
Bruges,  all  of  which  immeaiately  opened  their 
gates  at  his  approach. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  Dumouriez  en- 
tered Mens,  amidst  the  shouts  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  received  the  conquerors  as  deliverers.  After 
possessing  himself  with  some  difficulty  of  the 
heights  of  Anderlecht,  the  French  general  dis- 
patched Colonel  Westermann  vrith  a  trumpet  to 
sammon  Brussels.  Marshal  Bender,  on  this, 
immediately  evacuated  that  city,  and  Dumouriez 
entered  it  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  people ; 
and,  what  was  perhaps  still  more  pleasmg, 
between  a  double  row  of  Austrian  deserters, 
who  lined  the  streets  on  each  side,  and  amounted 
to  more  than  four  thousandf. 

During  this  campaign,  Toumay,  Malines, 
Ghent,  and  Antwerp,  fell  in  succession  before 
the  armies  of  France,  under  the  command  of 
General  liabourdonnaye.  Louvain  and  Namur, 
confided  to  the  care  of  the  Austrian  General 
Beaulieu,  were  taken  by  General  Valence. 
Ostend  fell  on  the  15th  of  November,  and  the 
citadel  of  Namur  surrendered,  on  the  2d  of  De« 
cember,  to  General  Valence. 

The  siege  of  the  citadel  of  Antwerp  was 
confided  to  General  Miranda,  who,  in  opposition 
to  the  declaration  of  the  states-general,  that  by 
^^  virtue  of  treaties  no  ship  of  war  could  enter/* 
ascended  the  Scheldt  with  a  flotilla  of  five  armed 
vessels,  under  the  command  of  Captain  MouK- 
son,  and  prosecuted  the  siege  with' so  much 
vigour  as  to  triumph  over  all  difficulties  in  a 
few  days. 

Thus  Dumouriez  in  some  measure  realized 
all  his  boastings ;  for,  within  the  spaee  of  one 
month  after  opening  the  campaign,  notwithstand- 
ing the  steady  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  no  less  formidable  obstacle  relative  to  the 
supply  of  money,  clothes,  ammunition,  and  pro- 
visions, he  now  found  himself  completely  master 
of  all  the  Low  Countries,  and  the  whole  of  the 
territory  belonging  to  Liege>  with  the  exception 


of  the  duchy  of  Luxembourg!  and  the  little  toi^n  BOOK  L 
ofHervfe.  ■ 

Dumouriez,  after  dispatching  General  La-  Cbap.  V. 
mali^re  to    levy  contributions  in  the   duchy  of  ^*'^C^^ 
Clevps,  belonging  to  the  King  of  Prussia,  de-      ^'r* 
termined    to    march    immediately    against    the 
Austrians.     But  his  army,  still  encamped  behind 
Liege,  was  deprived  of  every  comfort.      Some 
of  the  battalions  were  entirely  destitute  of  shoes 
and  stockings ;    whole  regiments  were  infected 
with  the  itch  ;  neither  straw  nor  wood  could  be 
obtained ;  and  Rousin,  the  commissary-general, 
who  was    at    variance  with  the  commander-in- 
chief,   only  supplied  the  army  with  provisions 
from  day  to  day. 

At  length,  the  general  having  borrowed,  or 
rather  exacted,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen thousand  livres  from  the  seven  collegiate 
churches  of  Liege,  determined  to  set  out  in  quest 
of  the  enemy,  now  posted  in  divisions  communi- 
cating with  each  other  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  Herv&, 
and  Henry-Chapelle.  Having  dispatched  Colo- 
nels Trecheville  and  de  Hack  to  act  against 
their  left  flank,  he  ordered  General  Stengel  to 
advance  in  front.  The  imperialists,  after  main- 
taining their  position  for  some  time  with  their 
accustomed  valour,  retired  with  the  loss  of  about 
300  men,  and  General  Clairfayt  immediately 
occupied  a  new  and  formidable  position  behind 
the  Herfte.  The  French  in.  the  mean  time  had 
only  to  accomplish  a  march  of  ten  leagnes  ift 
order  to  dislodge  him,  but  both  bread  and  forage 
were  wanting  to  enable  them  to  conclude  the 
campaign  by  so  brilliant  an  enterprise.   ,    . 

While  the  victorious  armies  .of  the  republic 
extended  iheir  fame  and  their  conquests,  and 
threatened  the  humiliation  of  all  their  enemies, 
the  convention  began  to  experience  the  degrading 
influence  of  Robespierre  and  Marat.  Tne  war 
department,  under  Pache,  was  administered  with- 
out any  regard  to  the  wants  of  the  army,  and 
the  general  complained,  with  too  much  reason, 
*^  that  for  the  purpose  of  retarding  his  success^ 
and  ruining  bis  reputation,  the  minister  Pache^ 
supported  by  the  criminal  faction  to  whom  all  the 
disasters  that  followed  are  to  be  ascribed,  suf- 
fered the  victorious  army  to  want  every  thipg^ 
and  succeeded  in  disbanding  it  by  famme  and 
nakedness.  The  consequence  was,  that  more 
than  13,000  men  were  in  th^  hospitals,  more  than 


*  Precis  Hiitoriqoe  de  k  lUvohitioD  FraoQaise,  par  Lacretelle,  1. 1.  p.  102» 

t  NiTioMia  CoNTSNTioN.---iVbiieNiier  14,  1792.-- Copy  ^«  Z)^^ 
"  CmzsN  President, 

"  Yett^ay  I  presented  myself  before  Brussels  ;  the  Anstrians  employed  a  considerable  fbroe  agvinst  me, 
bjr  means  of  which  they  dispul^  the  heif^hts  of  Anderlecht.  Desirous  to  spare  ine  bloQul  of  my  feUow-citizens,  I  la^  all 
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BOOK  L  fiA,00a  deserted^  through  mis^  and  dis^ust^  aad 
upwards  of  10,000  horses  died  of  hunger.'* 

To  tidd  to  the  cftlamities  of  France,  a  period 
wad  about  to  be  put  to  her  suecessea  in  Gertnanyy 
and  Ctt6tin^  paHly  in  eonsequence  of  his  own 
ittipradenoe,  aAd  partly  from  not  being  properly 
tapported  by  Kdlermann,  waa  forced  to  evacuate 
Francfort;  while  the  Prussians,  after  exhiMtin^ 
the  most  distinguished  maAs  af  discipline  and 
perseverance,  on  their  retreat  from  France,  now 
occupied  that  city,  as  weU  as  Coblentt  and 
Tro'ies* 

About  this  period  Duttouriez  repaired  to 


France,  ostensibly  to  consult  the  ministers  rela- 
tive to  the  approaching  campaign,  but  in  reality, 
according  to  his  own  account,  since  pubUshea^ 
to  save  the  life  of  the  unfortunate  monarch.  But 
the  Parisians  were  at  this  moment  outrageous 
against  their  late  Idng,  and  the  influence  of  the 
Jacobins  now  preponderated  in  the  cu>nvention. 
The  national  guards  were  taught  to  consider 
Louis  XVI.  as  a  perjured  and  perfidious  prince ; 
and  the  commander-in-chief  himself  asserts,* 
that  even  the  troops  of  the  line  had  become  in- 
different to  his  fate. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Obsetcaiions— Discovery — ContMs  of  the  conceited  Docufnents-^Truil  of  Louis  XFL^^His 
Conduct  subsequent  to  the  Trtat-^His  Execution — His  last  Will  and  Testament. 


IT  has  been  well  observed,  that  short  is  the 
distance  between  the  prison  ahd  the  grave  of  a 
sovereign  :  and  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  Louis 
XVI.  adds  another  to  the  hunierous  iUustrations 
afforded  in  the  annals  of  nations  of  the  truth  of 
this  observation.    £ver  since  the  maccacre  of  the 
HA  of  September,  tbe  Mountain^  or  Anarchists, 
&s  they  were  called,  had  been  labouring  to  Wash 
awav  the  remembrance  of  their  own  guilt  on  that 
fatal  day,  in  the  blood  of  their « sovereign  ;    and 
in  the  month  of  October  various  motions  were 
introduced  into  the  convention,  and  carried  by 
overwhelming  majorities,  sometimes  by  acclama- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  king  to  trial 
and  punishment ;    and  though  these  measures 
were  generally  opposed  by  the  Gironde  party^ 
their  eloquence  and  influence  were  found  insuffi- 
cient to  restrain  that  implacable  and  sanguinary 
disposition  which  had  taken  possession  of  the 
breasts  of  their  rivals,  and  communicated  itself 
to  a  great  part  of  tbe  papulation  of  the  metropolis. 
About  this  period  a  discovery  was  made 
whidi  served  to  heighten  the  popular  resentment 
against   the   lately  deposed    king,    and  which 
appeared  to  Involve  the  most  important  conse- 
quences.    A  workman,  who  had  oeen  employcKl 
to  form  an  iron  chest  or  closet  in  the  wall  of  the 
Thuilleries,  revealed  the  fact  to  Roland,  the  minis- 
ter of  the  home  department,  and  conducted  him  to 
the  place  which  contained  the  sacred  deposit.—^  * 
Thiii  chest  was  found  to  contain  a  great  number 
of  correspondences,  and  a  committee  consisting 
of  24  members  of  the  convention  was  chosen  to 
inspect  the  papers,  and  prepare  the  act  of  accu- 
sation.     On  the  Wh  of  November,  Yalaz^,  the 


churman  of  the  committee,  presented  the  report, 
when  the  principal  proofs  of  guilt  product  against 
tbe  king  trom  the  concealed  documents,  were  tlie 
following : 

1.  A  reemfk  from  Boiill^.  dated  MsyMiee,  €>€tober  1^. 
1701,  containing  an  aocount  of  the  expenditure  of  the  aav 
nf  993,0CM)  livres  issued  for  the  formation  of  the  camp 
il  Mentoiedy.  This  money  bad  been  distributed  amon|[8t 
tbe  foUowinff  persons,  vis*  Moaaieor,  the  Comt^  d'Aitoia, 
the  Priaee  3e  Naaaaa,  tbe  I>iic  de  Cbeiseol,  DetoandeJI, 
Bon,  Haoiihon,  Lasaale,  Wey  nia,  and  several  etlner  fifeoeial 
offioera  and  private  persona. 

2.  Anetber  aiffned  Cboiseal-StaoviUe,  atte«tiag  the 
receipt  and  distribution  of  000,000  livrea. 

3.  A  letter  stating  tbat  tbe  diamonda  of  Madame  Eliea- 
belb  bad  been  transmitted,  on  tbe  22d  of  June,  1791,  to  an 
officer  of  hussars,  who  had  carried  tfaem  to  the  brothers  of 
tbe  late  king. 

4.  A  paper  proving^  that  tbe  editor  of  the  **  I^>stinon 
de  k  Gaerra,''  (a  newapeper)  bad  received  8,000  livrea  from 
the  ei?il  list,  and  the  **  L^fograpbe,"  no  leas  than  60,000 
livrea,  during  the  apaee  of  three  months  only. 

6.  A  great  number  of  letters,  Sec,  &o.  previog  thai 
Louis  Capet  was  a  monopolizer  of  com,  sugar,  and  coflbe: 
these  monopolies  were  made  in  foreign  countries ;  tbe  trea- 
surer of  the  citil  list  anperintended  the  business,  and  was 
ordered  to  adfanoe  to  the  amount  of  three  mtlltons. 

6.  A  new  order  of  Ghi?alry  introduced,  under  tbe  name 
of  ^*  CheTaliera  de  la  Reine  ;*^  tbe  decoration  of  this  order 
consisted  of  a  medal,  one  side  of  which  was  adorned  vritb  a 
portrait  of  tbe  queen  ;  the  other  had  thia  inscription :  — 
'^  Jfa^nam  regime  namen  adtim^rvzl.'*— Several  persons  bad 
received  this  decoration,  notwithstanding  an  expreaa  decree 
forbidding  the  creation  of  any  new  orders  of  chivalry. 

y»  A  bundle  of  papers,  which  prove  that  a  person  of  tbe 
name  of  Gillea  bad  received  12,000  livrea  in  order  to  pay  a 
band  of  sixty  men,  affaiast  tbe  express  letter  of  the  oonstitu- 
tioo,  which  forbids  the  king  to  raise  or  maintain  any  armed 
men  without  the^i^ermission  of  the  legislature. 


*  Life  of  DumourieSj^vol.  III.  p.  428. 
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8.  A  carton  foU  of  proois  that  Lmi  Cagel  had  000^ 
tinned  the  pay  of  snob  of  Us  body  guards  as  bad  emigrated 
to  CoUentz ;  tbat  a  oiupber  of  conspirators  irere  constantly 
assembled  at  the  Thuilleries ;  tbat  Bouill^  had  bad  the  auda« 
city  to  repair  there  siaee  the  Mvasien  pvojeeted  in  I79f ;  and 
that,  IWmb  the  day  tbat  the  rt«ii(vaii^  CoiDt<*  d' Arleia  had 
been  deerted  In  be  m  a  state  of  aoeneatioa,  Lenis  XVI.  bad 
assigned  a  pension  of  200,000  litres  to  bis  children. 

The  discussion  on  Uie  report  was  immediately 
felldwed  by  the  ifitroduclion  ef  a  queetioB,  the 
nio»t  emwraeeiiig  to  his  aociisersy  and  to  the 
convention:  viz.  whether  the  king  was  not  by 
the'eonstitutioB  inveeted  with  perfect  and  legal 
inviolability;  and  whetheTi  consistently  with  jus- 
tice, he,  whom  the  law  had  solemnly  pronounced 
to  be  above  the  reach  of  anj  legal  process,  could 
he  brought  to  trial.  This  oqjection  was  strangely 
and  moat  ui^QBtly  over*ruled  by  ibe  oonvention, 
who  in  this  instanoe  established  the  preoedeat, 
always  so  fatal  to  liberty,  of  an  ^r  poU  facio  law, 
and  evinced  to  the  eyes  of  Europe  their  inatien*- 
tiofi  to  those  '^  rights  of  man,**  which  the  nation 
jiad  to  ftdemnly  proclaimed. 

Immediately  on  the  aet  oi  accuoaillon  heing 
MBsed,  the  king  was  fordbly  sepamted  from  his 
family,  and  the  whole  of  llie  unhappy  prisoners  in 
tfaeTon^ile  weregtiarded  withredouDied  vigilance; 
and  contrary  to  the  praoiioe  in  all  criminal  eases, 
in  almost  every  civilized  country,  it  was  decreed 
that  Louis  should  be  brought  before  the  conven- 
tion without  previous  notice  or  preparation. 

On  the  lltb  of  December,  the  unfcniuaate 
monarch  was  ordered  to  the  bar  of  the  convention, 
and  the  aet  of  aecuaatioa  having  been .  read,  he 
was  required  by  the  president,  Barrdre,  to  answer 
to  each  separate  charge.  So  important  a  record 
it  would  be  inconsistent  wi^  the  fidelity  of  history 
to  abridge,  and  it  is  therefore  subjoined  entire 
from  the  most  authentic  sources. 

Extrnci  cf  the  proceedingt  of  the  NiUimuil  Convmium^  an 

the  nth  0f  DeeemheTy  1702. 

sCjOUIS  caroe  to  the  bar :  a  profomid  silence  reigned  ip 
the  assembly.    The  president  said  to  him, 

**  Louis,  the  people  of  France  aceose  yon ;  the  national 
convention  has  decreed  tbat  yon  shall  be  tried,  "and  that  its 
members  shall  be  your  jud]^.  Yon  shall  now  hear  the 
declaration  of  the  crimes  nnpnted  to  yon.  Louis,  sit 
down." 

The  king  seated  himself.  A  secretary  rsnd  the  accusa- 
tion, and  the  president  then  said, 

«  Louis,  you  are  to  answer  the  questions  I  am  com* 
missioned  by  the  national  «inventien  to  yrapesb  to  you.— 
Louis,  you  are  accused  of  baring  eommttled  a  multitude  of 
erimes  to  estabtish  your  tyranny  by  destroying  liberty.  On 
the  20tb  of  June,  J7S9,  you  oooMnlted  an  entiage  against 
thesorereig^y  of  the  people,  by  anspewling  the  assemblies 
of  its  repreeentatlvest  ind  by  driving  them  with  vialenee 
from  their  pkce  of  meeting.  The  proof  of  this  is  in  the 
Terbsl  process,  drswn  up  in  the  Tennis  Conit  at  Vofftailles, 
by  the  inetnbera  ef  the  oenetitnent  assembly.  What  have 
yon  to  answer  f "  \ 

Louis.    '*  1  acted  against  no  law  then  in  existenoe." 


Prenieai.    '*  Oa  the  2ad  of /ui^e,  1789,  yon  attwpted  90<M(   1. 
to  impase  laws  upon  the  nation ;  yon  snrramMled  the  aittii^  - 
of  the  oonstitueat  asseoibly  with  troopa,  preaiiBted  them  wita    Ohap  .VI. 
two  royal  deehretions*  aubveraive  of  uL  (iJbeity,  and  you 
commanded  them  to  separate,'' 

To  this  the  king  g«T#  tfieaaiae answfr  m  to  tbe  pseoed- 

ing  question. 

PrenimU,  '*  You  ordered  an  v^rmy  to  march  fpia^ 
the  citinens  of  Paris ;  their  blood  was  shed,  you  M  nat 
withdraw  your  troops  till  the  Bastile  was  taken,  end  a 
l^eral  ioa^rreo|iQn  taught  you  tbat  tbe  people  were  victo*- 
rioas.  The  answers  you  returned  to  the  depatitions  of  Aa 
oenstituent  aasamUy*  on  tbe  9th,  I2th,  ai^  14tb  of  July« 
shew  what  ^oqr  intentions  then  were ;  end'the  miMiacre  at 
the  ThaiUenes  aUNi  deposes  against  yaa.  What  havo  you  to 
answer?" 

Lem.  **  f  had  at  tbat  time  the  power  to  employ  ny 
troops  where  I  thought  tbe  dreomstanees  required ;  bntl 
never  had  apy  intention  to  shed  blood." 

Pre$i4ent.  "  Aft^r  these  events,  uQiwithstiuidiQg  tbe 
promise  mado  by  you  in  the  assembly  on  tbe  l6ihf  «d<1  ilP 
the  Hotel  de  TiUe  00  th?  17tb,  vou  persisted  in  jvour  pr<\yfcls 
i^raiast  the  national  liber|v.  You  loqg  evaded  sanctioning 
4he  deeree  ^f  the  lUb  gf  Aiv[ust,  for  idiQlisbing  persouM 
servitude,  feudal  rights,  and  titles ;  yon  at  firat  refused  to 
feknowledge  tbe  deolaration  of  the  riffbta  of  mi^Q  ;  you 
doubled  tiM  number  of  TOur  body«nard8«  tnd  ordered  the 
foment  of  Flaoden  to  Versailles;  during  the  festival  at  |hit 
tplace,  von  .permitted  the  netional  ooekade  to  be  t]:iup9phB4 
under  foot  before  yo«r  face,  tbe  white  cockade  set  ivp,  wt 
the  nation  to  be  b)af|phemod'  In  short,  you  n^d^red  a  nefr 
inaarvedien  naoeiS|H^y«  and  ooeasioped  the  death  of  mtmf 
«itinens.  It  was  smt  till  afler  tbe  defeat  of  your  gwrds,  thitt 
yau  eban^sd  yonr  kiiguMre»  l^nd  rea^wea  your  perfidiov 
psomisei.  Tbe  proofs  of  tbeae  iacts  are  in  your  own  obser^ 
vstionsof  the  18th  of  September  on  the  decree  pf  Ul0  iQth 
of  Augu6t,in  the  verbal  process  of  the  constituent  assembly,  on 
the  events  which  took  place  at  Versailles  on  the  5th  and  Qth  of 
October,  and  in  the  answer  yon  retitmed  to  tbe  ^nstituent 
assembly,  namely,  *Tbat  you  would  be  guided  by  tiidr 
counsel,  and  never  separate  youraelf  from  them.'  Whathave 
you  to  answer  f" 

Lam.  "  I  fnadetheobservntiQna  which  occurrsd  (0  me 
#8  jusi  epd  naoeasary  upon  the  decrees  presented  ts  me.  The 
^nbuige  respeotiog  ^  cqak^e  is  fitise.  I  was  witoea^  to  no 
enohaoen^" 

Preiutent.  *'  At  the  federation  of  the  14th  of  July, 
1790,  you  toek  an  oath  which  you  did  not  adhere  to^  but 
endeavoured,  on  the  contrary,  to  corrupt  the  pvhlio  DNod 
through  the  agency  of  Talon  in  Paris,  and  the  InHnenee  # f 
Mirabeau  in  the  provinoes.  You  lavished  oiilliiM  to  cor- 
rupt the  pubtip  Band ;  yon  attempted  to  make  popularity 
itself  an  engine  against  the  peojile.  These  fbels  are  evident 
fVom  a  memorial  or  fVilon's,  vertfied  by  your  hand,  and  by  a 
letter  which  La  Porte  wrete  to  you  on  tbe  iOth  of  April,  in 
which,  speaking  of  a  conversation  he  had  with  Ateare/,  he 
itiibrms  you  that. tbe  anms  you  bad  been  fdinaed  todiirtribute 
had  ppodiioed  qotbiiHjr^" 

Louis,  **  I  don't  exactiy  remember  what  passed  at  that 
time ;  but  all  those  ere  eiroumstancee  which  occured  previ< 
onsly  to  my  aca^pting  the  ooostitotion.'* 

President,  <<  Wash  not  in  consequence  of  a  plaBfomfd 
by  Talon,  that  yoif  went  to  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine,  and 
distributed  money  amongst  the  poor  woricmeD,  telling  then 
you  could  do  no  more  for  tbomr' 

Louis,  "  I  had  no  greater  satisfhetion  than  in  ^ving 
to  those  who  required  relief.     In  this  I  had  no  insidioni 

design/' 


53 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WARS 


BOOK  I. 


tt 


Chap.  VI. 


1792 


Was  it  not  id  consequenoeof  the  same 
profect  that  yoa  fei^ed  an  indispositioii  to  prepare  the  pub* 
lie  mind  for  yoar  journey  to  St.  Ciond,  or  to  Ramhoadlet, 
upon  pretext  that  the  coontry  air  was  necessary  for  yonr 
health?" 


»» 


Imiif.    '<  This  accusation  is  quite  absurd.' 

Pretideki.  "  You  had  long  mediuted  the  design  of 
cscapuff.  A  plan  for  that  purpose  iras  presented  to  you  on 
the  23d  of  February,  1791,  which  you  ?eriiied  by  your 
own  hand*  writing ;  and  on  the  28th,  a  considerable  oum« 
ber  of  officen  and  nobles  assembled  in  the  palace  of  the 
Thttilleries  in  order  to  favour  your  escape.  You  attempted 
to  go  from  Paris  to  St.  Cloud,  on  the  11th  of  April ;  but  the 
opposition  of  the  citizens  coDTinced  you,  that  vonr  design 
was  suspected  by  the  public.  You  endeavoiired  to  dissipate 
this  distrust  bv  oommnnicatiog  to  the  assembly  the  letter  in 
which  you  make  a  dedaration  to  foreign  powers  that  yon  had 
freely  accepted  the  constitution.  Notwithstanding  this, 
yon  made  your  escape  by  means  of  a  false  passport,  on  the 
21st  of  the  month  of  June  following,  leanng  behind  you  a 
declaration  against  this  very  constitution.  You  ordered 
the  ministers  not  to  sign  any  acts  which  came  from' the 
national  assembly :  and  you  prohibited  the  minister  of  justice 
from  sealing  them  with  the  seal  of  the  state ;  the  public 
money  was  lavished  to  ensure  the  success  of  this  treason ; 
and  you  ordered  Bouill6  to  assist  you  with  an  armed  force ; 
that  same  officer  who  commanded  at  the  massacres  of  Nancy, 
to  whom  yon  wrote  on  that  occasion,  *  endeavour  to  preserve 
jour  popularity,  it  may  be  useful.'  These  facts  are  founded 
on  the  memorial  of  the  23d  of  February,  verified  by  your 
own  hand  ;  and  on  the  declaration  of  the  20th  of  June,  entn«- 
It  in  your  own  hand-writing ;  on  your  letter  of  the  4th  of 
tSeptember,  1790,  to  BouiQ^  ;  and  on  a  note  from  him, 
giving  yon  an  account  of  the  employment  of  903,000  livres 
which  you  had  given  him,  and  wnicn  he  had  partly  expend- 
cd  in  corrupting  the  troops  that  were  to  escort  you.  What 
have  you  to  answer  ?"  ^ 

Lauu,  "  I  know  nothing  of  the  memorial  of  the  23d 
of  February.  With  respect  fo  my  journey  to  Varennes,  I 
refer  to  the  answer  I  at  that  time  made  to  the  constituent 
assembly." 

PreiuUnt,  **  After  you  were  stopped  at  Varennes, 
your  executive  power  was  for  some  time  suspended,  but 
jou  still  conspired ;  and  on  the  17th  of  July,  the  blood  of 
the  citizens  was  shed  in  the  Oiamp  de  Man.  A  letter  in 
your  own  hand,  addressed  to  La  Fayette,  1790,  proves  that  a 
criminal  coalition  existed  between  you  and  him,  to  which 
Mirabeau  had  also  agreed.  All  kinds  of  corruption  were 
employed  by  you.  You  paid  the  expense  of  publishing 
libels,  pamphlets,  and  journab,  which  tended  to  pervert  the 
public  opinion,  to  discredit  assignats,  and  to  support  the  cause 
of  the  emigrants.  The  registers  of  Septueil  state  what  enor- 
asous  sums  were  expended  for  these  profligate  purposes.  You 
affected  to  accept  the  constitution  or  the  14th  of  September, 
jon  declared  yourself  willing  to*maintoin  iVyot  you  laboured 
to  oveKhrow  it  before  it  was  completed,  What  have  you  to 
r  answer?*' 

'  loMif.  <<  What  passed  on  the  17th  of  July  cannot  be 
justly  attributed  to  me.  As  to  the  other  charges  1  have  no 
knowledge  of  them." 

Prerident.  <<  A  convention  took  place  at  Pilnitz,  on  the 
24th  of  July,  between  Leopold  of  Austria  and  Frederick* 
Willt&m  of  Brandenburg,  for  the  i..irpose  of  re-establishing 
absolute  monarchy  in  France,  with  which  yon  were  acquaint- 
ed, yet  yoa  concealed  it  from  the  national  assembly  until  it 
was  known  to  all  Europe.    What  have  you  to  answer  ?** 

Lauii.  '*  I  made  it  known  as  soon  as  I  knew  it  myself; 
besides,  by  the  constitution,  it  was  the  business  of  the 
ministers." 

PrakUni.    **  Aries  railed  the  standard  of  revolt ;,  yon 


favoured  it  by  sending  commissioners,  who,  in  place  of  en- 
deavouring to  check  the  oouoter^revolutioniste,  encouraged 
them  by  justifying  their  attempt.    Whaf  do  you  answer  f " 

Lomu.  "  The  commissioners*  instructions  will  evuice 
the  nature  of  the  orders  with  which  they  were  intrusted.  I 
knew  none  of  the  commissioners  when  my  minislers  proposed 
them  to  me." 

President,  "  Avignon  and  Venaissin  had  been  re-united 
to  France :  but  ^on  did  not  execute  the  decree  till  a  month 
afterwards;  during  that  interviil,  a  civil  war  desolated  the 
country,  and  the  commissioners  you  sent  completed  the 
devastation.    What  have  you  to  answer?"  ' 


r.  ^^  That  charge  cannot  personally  affect  me.  I 
know  not  what  delay  attended  the  execution  of  Che  decree ; 
but  those  who  were  mtrusted  with  it  am  alone  responsible." 

Prendent,  <<  Nismes,  Montauban,  Mendes,  and  Jal^, 
experienced  violent  commotions  in  the  commencement  of 
liberty.  You  did  nothing  to  extinguish  these  spaHcs  of 
counter-revolution  till  the  moment  when  the  conspiracy  of 
SaiUans  broke  out.    What  do  you  answer  ?" 

LouiM.  **  I  gave  the  orders  upon  thai  occaaion  which 
were  proposed  to  me  by  my  minitter.*' 

Prtndent,  '<  You  sent  two  battalions  against  the  Mar- 
seillois,  who  were  marching  to  reduce  the  counter- re voln« 
tionists  of  Aries.     What  have  you  to  answer  ?" 

LouU,  *<  I  must  see  the  papers  which  regard  this  aflkir 
before  I  can  answer  to  the  charge." 

Freiuinil.  ^'  You  gave  the  command  of  the  sooth  te 
Weigenstein,  who  wrote  to  yon,  on  the  21st  of  April,  after 
he  bad  been  recalled,  in  these  terms :  ^  A  few  moments 
longer,  and  I  should  have  surrounded  your  majesty's  tibrone 
with  millions  of  Frenchmen,  rendered  once  more  worthy  of 
the  wishes  yon  form  for  their  happiness.*  What  have  yon  te 
ana  wer  ?" 

Zoif  tr.  ^<  This  letter,  by  the  statement  of  the  charge,  ii 
posterior  to  his  recall.  He  has  never  been  employed  since* 
1  recollect  nothing  of  the  letter. ' ' 

Presideni.  *'  You  paid  yonr  disbanded  body  guard  at 
Coblentz,  as  the  registers  of  Septueil  testify ;  and  various 
orders,  signed  by  you,  confirm  your  having  remitted  consi- 
derable sums  to  Bouill^,  la  Vauguyon,  Choiseul  Beaupr^i 
d'Hamilton,  and  the  woman  Poli^nac." 

Lauu.  ^*  I  no  sooner  received  intelligence  that  my  body* 

Siards  had  assembled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Rhine, 
an  I  ordered  their  pay  to  be  stopped.     I  remember  nothing 
respecting  the  rest." 

* 

Pretideni.  ^'  Your  brothers,  enemies  of  the  state,  have 
called  emirranta  around  their  standard ;  they  have  raised 
regimento,  Dorrowed  money,  and  contracted  alliances' in  your 
name;  you  did  not  disavow  them  till  you  were  nell  assured 
that  you  could  not  injure  their  plans.  Your  correspondence 
with  Uiem  is  proved  b^  a  note  in  the  hand « writing  of  Louts 
Suinislaus  Xavier,  signed  by  both  your  brothers,  aa 
follows: 

<'  I  have  written  to  yon,  hot  it  was  by  the  post,  so  I 
could  say  nothing.  We  are  here  two,  but  in  mind  only  . 
one;  the  same  principles,  the  same  sentiments,  the  same 
ardour  to  serve  you  animates  us  both.  We  still  keep  silence ; 
we  should  injure  you  by  breaking  it  too  soon,  but  shall  speak 
out  when  assured  of  genera]  support,  and  that  moment  is 
near.  If  they  speak  to  us  on  the  part  of  those  people,  we 
will  listen,  but  never  alter  our  course ;  if,  therefore,  they 
should  exact  that  you  make  some  declaration  to  us,  make  it 
without  hesitation ;  be  easy  with  regard  to  your  safety ;  we 
only  exist  to  serve  you :  we  shall  ardently  exert  ourselves 
for  that  purpose,  and  every  thing  will  go  well.    Even  your 
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^enemies  have  too  much  iDterest  in  yonr  preservatioo  to  com- 
mit an  useless  crime  which  would  complete  their  rnin.  Adieu. 

L.  S.  Xavier,  et 
Charles  Phillippb. 
"  What  have  you  to  answer  P" 

LoviM.  "As  soon  as  I  heard  of  my  brothers*  proceed- 
ings, I  disavowed  them  as  the  constitution  prescribes.  I  have 
none  of  their  letters." 

President,    '<  The  troops  of  the  line,  who  ouffht  to 
have  been  kept  up  to  the  nar  establishment,  amounted  only 
to  one  hundred  thousand  men  at  the  end  of  December ;  you 
bad  thus  neglected  to  guard  the  safety  of  the  nation.     Nar* 
bonne,  your  agent,  had  required,  that  fifly  thousand  addi- 
tional troops  should  be  raised ;   but  he  stopped  the  levies  at 
twenty -six  thousand,  declaring  that  every  necessary  pro- 
vision for  national  defence  was  made,  yet  nothing  was  pre- 
pared.   Servan  proposed  to  form  a  camp  of  twenty  thousand 
men  near  Paris ;  the  legislative  assembly  decreed  this,  but 
you  refused  to  give  your  sanction  to  the  decree.    A  patriotic 
emotion  prompted  many  citizens,  in  the  hiost  distant  pro- 
vinces, to  march  to  Paris :    you  issued  a  proclamation,  the 
tendency  of  which  was  to  stop  their  march  ;  meanwhile  our 
armies  were  deficient  in  soldiers ;  Dumouriez,  who  succeed- 
^  ed,  declared  that  the  nation  was  not  sufficiently  provided  in 
*  arms,  ammunition,  or  subsistence  for  the  troops ;   and  that 
the  frontier  towns  were  not  in  a  state  of  defence.    What  have 
you  to  answer?'* 

Laiiis.  *'  I  gave  to  the  minister  the  orders  necessary 
for  the  augmentation  of  the  army  ;  the  statements  were  laid 
before  the  assembly ;  if  there  were  errors  in  them,  it  was  no 
fault  of  mine." 

President.  *'  You  gave  directions  to  the  commanders 
of  the  troops  to  relax  the  discipline  of  the  army,  to  excite 
whole  regiments  to  desert,  and  to  pass  the  Rhine  in  order  to 
join  your  brothers,  and  Leopold  of  Austria.  This  fact  is 
proved  by  a  letter  of  Toulongeon's,  commander  in  Franch€ 
Catnpti,    What  have  you  to  answer  ?" 

Lows,  **  There  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  this  accusa- 
tion." 

President,  *^  You  commissioned  your  diplomatic  agents 
to  encourage  a  coalition  between  your  brothers  and  foreign 
powers  against  France,  particularly  to  strengthen  the  peace 
between  Turkey  and  Austria ;  that  the  latter,  by  withdrawing 
her  troops  from  the  Turkish  frontiers,  might  be  enabled  to 
direct  a  greater  force  against  France,  as  is  proved  by  a 
letter  from  Choiseul  Oouffier,  ambassador  of  Constantinople. 
What  have  you  to  answer?" 

Louis.  '*  M.  Choiseul  has  not  spoken  the  truth ;  there 
is  no  foundation  for  such  an  idea." 

President,  **  You  neglected  to  provide  for  the  safety 
of  the  nation  at  a  most  dangerous  crisis ;  you  delayed  till 
the  legislative  assembly  required  of  the  minister  Legard  to 
point  out  the  means  of  defence*  and  then,  but  no  sooner,  you 
sent  a  message  to  the  assembly,  proposing  a  levy  of  forty- 
Iwo  battalions.  The  Prussians  were  advancing  to  our  fron- 
tiers; your  minister  was  ordered,  on  the  8th  of  July,  to  give 
an  account  ot  our  actual  situation  with  regard  to  Prussia ; 
you  answered  on  the  lOth,  that  (ifly  thousand  Prussians  were 
on  their  march  against  us,  and  that  you  gave  that  informa- 
tion to  the  assembly  as  directed  by  the  constitution.  What 
have  you  to  answer  ?" 

Louis,  **  I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  fact  imtil  the  tenth ; 
all  diplomatic  correspondence  was  carried  on  by  ttfs 
ministers." 

President,  *^  You  placed  Dabancourt,  the  nephew  of 
C^alonne,  at  the  head  of  the  war  department;  and  such  was 
the  success  of  your  treachery,  that  Longwy  and  Verdun  were 
delivered  up  as  soon  aa  the  enemy  appeared  before  them." 

Louis.  *'  1  did  not  know  that  M.  Dabancourt  was  the 
nephew  of  Calonne ;  it  was  not  I  who  dismantled  these 
towns ;  I  never  wonld  have  authorised  it." 

President.     '*  Who  dismantled  Longwy  and  Verdun?" 
Louis,  **If  such  was  their  situatioo,  1  knew  nothingof  it«" 
(No.  4.) 
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President.  **  You  have  destroyed  onr  navy ;  so  many  BOOK  I« 
of  its  officers  emigrated,  that  there  hardly  remained  a  snffi-  _....,^ 
cient  number  for  the  service;  nevertheless,  Bertrand  con-, 
tinned  to  ffrant  passports,  and  when  the  l^slative  body 
representeuto  you,  on  the  8th  of  March,  his  criminal  con- 
duct, you  answered  that  you  were  satisfied  with,  his 
services." 

Louis.  "  I  did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  retain  the 
officers  in  the  service.  The  national  assembly  piroduced  no 
charge  that  appeared  to  me  of  a  criminal  nature  against 
Bertrand,  therefore  I  did  not  think  it  just  to  dismiss  him." 

President.  *'  You  countenanced  absolute  government 
in  the  colonies  ;  your  agents  fomented  disturbances,  and 
the  counter-revolution  there,  at  the  same  time  that  it  was  to 
have  taken  place  in  France." 

Lotus.  ^^  if  any  persons  called  themselves  my 
agents  in  the  colonies,  they  did  it  without  any  authority 
from  me.  I  gave  no  countenance  for  any  thing  of  the  nature 
you  mention." 

President.  **  The  national  tranquillity  was  disturbed  by 
fanatics ;  you  shewed  yourself  their  protector,  and  manifested 
an  evident  intention  of'^recovering  your  former  power  by  their 
means     What  do  you  answer  ?*' 

Louis.  '*  I  have  no  answer  to  make  to  this  charge.  I 
had  no  knowledge  of  any  such  design." 

President.  *'The  legislative  body,  on  the  29th  of 
November,  passed  a  decree  against  seditious  priests,  but 
you  suspended  the  execution  of  it.  What  have  you  to 
answer  ?" 

Louis,^  **  The  constitution  allowed  me  the  free  power 
of  Sanctioning  or  rejecting  decrees." 

President,     **  Disturbances  increased  ;    the  minister 
declared,  that  be  knew  no  existing  laws  by  which  the  guilty 
could  be  punished.      The  legislative  body  passed  a  new 
decree ;  you  suspended  the  execution  of  that  also.'* 
Louis,    The  same  reply. 

President.  "  The  bad  conduct  of  those  guards  which 
the  constitution  had  given  to  you  was  such,  that  the  assem- 
bly was  under  the  necessity  of  decreeing  that  they  should 
be  disbanded  ;  the  day  after,  you  wrote  a  letter  to  the  assem- 
bly, declaring  your  satisfaction,  and  you  continued  to  pay 
them,  as  is  proved  by  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
civil  list." 

Louis.  '<  I  only  continued  their  pay  until  they  should 
be  re-established  according  as  the  decree  required.*' 

President,  *'  You  retained  your  Swiss  guards  about 
your  person  in  contradiction  to  the  constitution,  and  after  the 
legislative  assembly  had  ordered  their  departure.  What  do 
you  answer  ?" 

Loiiis.  **  I  conformed  to  the  decree  on  that  subject." 
President,  **  You  authorised  d'Augreraont  and  Gilleg 
secretly  to  maintain  private  companies  in  Paris,  for  the 
purpose  of  exciting  commotions  favourable  to  your  plans  of 
counter* revolution.  The  receipts  of  Oilles,  who  was  ordered 
to  organize  a  company  of  sixty  men,  will  be  presented  to  you* 
What  have  you  to  answer  ?" 

Louis.  "  I  am  quite  ignorant  of  those  schemes  attri- 
buted to  me.  The  idea  of  a  counter-revolution  never  entered 
my  head." 

President.  <<  You  endeavoured  by  considerable  sums 
to  bribe  several  members  of  the  constituent  and  legislative 
assemblies.  The  fact  is  proved  by  letters  from  DufresnCi 
Saint  Leon,  and  many  others  which  will  be  produced." 

Louis,  ''Such  plans  were  frequently  presented  to  me, 
but  1  rejected  them." 

President,  *'  Who  were  the  members  of  the  constituent 
and  legislative  assemblies  whom  you  corrupted  ?" 

Louis,  *^  I  never  sought  to  corrupt  any.  I  know  of 
none." 


President,  *  *  Who  were  the  persons  that  presented  plana 
to  you?" 

Louis,  <'  The  plans  were  so  abourdj  that  I  don't 
recollect." 
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PruidgiU,    **  To  whom  did  yoa  prooriae  mooej  ?" 

Louii,    «' To  none.'* 

Preddtmi.  **  You  saffercd  the  French  natioD  to  be 
deeded  id  Gennany ,  Italy,  and  Snuo,  b v  not  exacting  iiepa« 
ration  fbr  the  insalts  offered  to  the  rrench  in  tlioae  coaotnea. 
What  baFO  yoa  to  amwer  P" 

•  Louit,  ^'  The  diplomatic  corretpondence  proves  the 
contrary.  At  any  rate  that  was  the  buaioess  of  the 
ministers**' 

President.  *<  On  the  10th  of  Angoet,  you  reviewed  the 
fiwM  gnards  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  they  fired 
first  on  the  Citizens.    What  have  you  to  answer  ?" 

Loms.  **  .1  that  day  reviewed  all  the  troops  that  were 
assembled  near  me.  The  oonatituted  anthorities,  the  Mayor 
of  Paris,  &c.  were  present.  I  had  even  requested  a  depu  - 
tation  might  be  sent  me  from  the  national  assembly,  that 
tbey  might  advise  me  how  I  should  act  in  that  emergency  ; 
and  I  afterwards  took  refuge  in  the  assembly,  with  my 
family.*' 

Presi(1en'.  '^  Why  did  yon  cause  the  Swiss  guard  to 
be  doubled,  in  the  beginning  of  August  ?" 

'  mLouii  **  All  tne  constituted  authorities  knew  that  the 
palace  was  to  be  attacked.  As  I  was  one  of  the  constituted 
authorities,  1  had  a  right  to  defend  myaelf." 

Pretideut,  '*  Why  did  you  send  for  the  Mayor  of  Paris 
on  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  August?" 

Louis.     *'  Because  of  the  rumours  which  were  spread." 

President,  '*  You  caused  the  blood  of  Frenchmen  to 
be  shed." 

Louis.    "  No,  Sir,  it  was  not  I." 

President.  *'  Did  not  you  authorise  Septoeil  to  onder- 
take  a  commercial  speculation  in  grain,  sugar,  and  coffee, 
at  Hanilmrfrh,  and  in  other  towns?  This  is  proved  by 
Septueirs  own  letters." 

Louis.    **  I  know  nothing  about  what  yoo  mention." 

President.  **  Why  did  you  put  a  veto  on  the  decree, 
ordering  a  camp  to  be  formed  round  Paris  ?" 

Lciiis.  *^  The  constitution  gave  me  full  powers  to  sanc- 
tion decrees  or  not.  At  that  lime,  I  ordered  a  camp  nearer 
die  frontiers  at  Soissons." 

President.  "  Louis,  have  yoo  aqr  thing  to  add  in  your 
defence  P" 

Loms.  "  I  demand  a  copy  of  the  act  of  accusation,  and 
Ihat  I  may  be  allowed  connael  to  conduct  my  cause." 

rakae^  who  sat  near  the  bar,  presented  and  read  to 
Louis  Capet  the  pieces,  viz  The  memoir  of  Laporte  and 
Mirabeao,  and  some  others,  containing  plans  of  a  counter- 
rayolutton. 

Louis.    "  I  disown  them." 

Vaimze  next  presented  several  other  papers,  on  which 
the  act  of  accusation  was  founded,  and  asked  the  king  if  he 
recognized  them.    Theee papers  were  the  following : — 

Falaze.  **  Letter  of  Louis  Capet,  dated  June  29tb, 
1790,  settling  his  connections  with  Mirabeao  and  La  Fayette, 
to  effect  a  revolution  in  the  constitution." 

Louis.  *'  J  reserve  to  myself  to  answer  the  contents.^ 
(Vakne  read  the  letter)—*'  It  is  only  a  plan,^  in  which  there 
k  no  question  about  a  counter-revolution  ;  die  letter  was  not 
to  have  been  sent." 

Falwte.  "  Letter  of  Louia  Capet,  of  the22d  of  April, 
relative  to  conversations  about  the  jacobins,  about  the  presi- 
dent of  the  committee  of  finances,  and  the  committee  of 
domains ;  it  is  dated  by  the  hand  of  Louis  Capet" 

Zotitt.    **  I  disown  it." 

Fulaze.  *'  Letter  of  Laporte,  of  Thursday  morning, 
March  3,  marked  in  the  margin,  in  the  hand-writing-  nf 
Looia  Capet,  with  March  3,  1791,  implying  a  pretended 
rupture  b^ween  Mirabeao  and  the  jacobins." 

Loms.    *'  I  disown  it." 

FaloMm  **  Letter  of  Laporte  without  date,  in  his 
hand- writing,  but  marked  in  the  margin  by  the  hand  of 
Louia  Capet,  containing  particulars  reitpecting  the  last  mo- 
ments of  Mirabeau,  and  expressing  the  care  that  had  been 


taken  to  conceal  fmm  the  knowledge  of  men,  some  papers 
of  great  concern  which  had  been  deposited  with  Mi- 
rabeau." 

£oMtf.     "  I  disown  it  as  well  as  the  rest." 
Falaze.    *'  Plan  of  a  constitntion,  or  revi-don  of  the 
constitution,  signed  La  Payette,  addreued  to  Loois  Capet, 
April  6,  1790,  marked  in  the  margin  with  a  line  of  his  own 
hand'  writing.'' 

Ijoms.   "  These  things  have  been  blotted  out  by  the  con- 


stitution." 
Fmlaze: 
Louis. 
Falihe, 
Louis. 
Valaze. 


'*  Do  yoo  know  this  writing  P" 
««  1  do  not." 

**  Your  marginal  comments  P" 
"  I  do  not." 

*'  Letter  of  Laporte,  of  the  19th  of  April, 
marked  in  the  margin  by  Louis  Capet,  April  19,  1791,  men- 
tioning a  converaation  with  Rivarol." 

Louis.    **  I  disown  it." 

Falaze.  *'  Letter  of  Laporte,  marked  April  16,  1791, 
in  which  it  seems  complaints  are  made  of  Mirabeau,  the 
Abb6  Perigord,  Andr^,  and  Beaumetz,  who  did  not  seem  to 
acknowledge  sacrifices  made  for  their  sake.'* 

Jjouis.     **  I  disown  it  likewise." 

Falaze.  *^  Letter  of  Laporte  of  the  23d  of  February,. 
1791,  marked  and  dated  in  the  hand -writing  of  I^ouis  Capei ; 
a  memorial  annexed  to  it,  respecting  the  means  of  his  gain* 
ing  popularity." 

Louis.    **  1  know  neither  of  these  pieces." 

Falaze.  "  Several  pieces  without  si^natiare,  fonnd  in 
the  castle  of  the  Thuillcries,  in  the  gap  which  was  shut  in 
the  walls  of  the  palace,  relating  to  the  expenses  to  gain  that 
popularity." 

President,  "  Previous  to  an  examination  on  this  stib- 
ject.  I  wish  to  ask  a  preliminary  question  :-^Have  yoo 
caused  a  press  with  an  iron  door  to  Deconstructed  in  the  castle 
of  the  ThuillerieSy  and  had  you  your  papera  locked  up  in  that 
press?" 

Louis.    <'  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it  whatever." 

Falate.  "  Here  <s  a  day-book  written  by  Louis  Capet 
himself,  containing  the  pensions  he  has  granted  out  of  bis 
coffer  from  1776  till  1792,  in  which  are  observed  some 
douceurs  granted  to  Adoqae." 

Louis.  "  This  I  own,  but  it  consists  of  charitable  dona- 
tions whicii  I  have  made." 

Falaze.  "  Different  lists  of  sums  paid  to  the  Scotch 
companies  of  Noailles,  Gramont,  Montmorency,  and  Lux* 
emboorg,  onthe9ihof  July,  1791." 

Louis.  '^  This  is  prior  to  the  epoch  when  I  forbade  them 
to  be  paid." 

President.  **  Louis,  where  had  yott  deposited  those 
pieces  whic^op  own  ?" 

Louisr    ♦•  With  my  treasurer." 

Fuldze.  *'  Do  you  know  these  pension  lists  of  the 
life  guards,  the  one  'hundred  Swiss,  and  the  kiofif's  guanls 
for  1792  .P" 

Ltmis,    **  I  do  not." 

Valaze.  '*  Several  pieces  relative  to  the  conspiracy  of 
the  camp  of  Jales,  the  originals  •f  which  are  deposited  among 
the  recorda  of  the  department  of  L'Ardeche  "^ 

Louis.    '^  I  have  not  the  smallest  knowledge  of  them." 

Fakze.  *<  Letter  of  Beuill^,  dated  Mentz,  bearing  an 
account  of  993,000  livrea  received  of  Louis  Capet." 

Louis.    *^  I  disown  it." 

Valaze.  '*  An  order  for  payment  of  168,000  livres, 
aigned  Louis,  endorsed  Le  Bonoeirs,  with  a  letter  and  biJIet 
of  the  same." 

Louis.    ^*  I  disown  it." 

Valaze.  *'  Two  pieces  relative  to  a  present  made  to  the 
wife  of  PoUgnac,  and  to  La  Vaugnyon  and  Cbo^seol  " 

Louis.    "  I  disown  them  as  well  as  the  others." 

Falaze,  '*  Here  is  a  note  signed  by  the  two  brothers  of 
the  late  king,  mentioned  in  the  declaratory  act." 

Louis.    **  1  know  nothing  of  it." 
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Falaze,  '  *  Here  ai^e  pieces  relating  to  the  affair  of  Choi- 
seul  Oou  flier,  at  CoDstantinople." 

Louis.    '*  1  bare  no  knowledge  of  them  " 

Vulaxe,  *<  Here  is  a  letter  of  the  late  kiof;  to  the  Bishop 
€f  Clerinf>Dt,  with  the  answer  of  the  latter,  of  the  I6th  of 
April,  1791  " 

Louis.    "  I  disown  it." 

Fre$,  *'  Do  you  not  acknowledge  your  writing  and  your 
signet  ?" 

Louif.    "  I  do  not." 

Prei.     <*  The  seal  bears  the  arras  of  France.*' 

Leuis,    "  Several  persons  made  use  of  that  s"al." 

FaUae.  ^*  Do  you  acknowledge  this  list  of  sums  paid  to 
Gtiles  ? 

LouU,    "I  do  not." 

Valuze.  <*  Here  is  a  meraorandum  for  indennoifying  the 
eivll  list  for  the  roilitarx  pensions;  a  letter  of  Dutresne  St. 
liCOD,  which  relates  to  it." 

Louis.    **  I  know  none  of  these  pieces." 

The  President  then  addressing  the  King^ 

said : — 

**  I  have  no  other  question  to  propose,  have  you  any 
thing  more  to  add  in  your  defence.'* 

Louis.  '*  I  wish  to  have  a  copy  of  the  acciisationi  and  of 
the  papers  on  which  it  is  founded;  1  also  wish  to  have  coun* 
Bel  of  my  own  nonaination  " 

Pres.    "  Your  two  first  requests  are  already  decreed, 
and  the  determination  respecting  the  other  will  be  made  koowa^ 
in  due  time." 

The-  convention^  after  some  deiiberation,. 
decreed  that  counsel  should  be  allowed  lo  the 
king,  and  his^  choice  fell  upon  M.  M.  Tronchet, 
JLamoignou-Malesherbes,  and  Des6ze.  On  the* 
26  th*  of  December-,  the  king  appeared  for  the  last 
time  at  the  bar,,  and  M.  Des6ze  read  a  defence 

-which  the  counsel,  had  prepared,  replete  with 

sound':  argument,  and  exihibiting  a  master-piece 

of  composition. 

At  the  close  of  the  defence,  the  king  arose, 

and  with  a  firm  voice  and  aigaified'  manner^ 

said : — 

**  Citizens,. 

You  have  heard'  my  defence;  I  now  speak 
to  you,  perhaps  for  the  last  time,  and  declare^ 
that  my  counsel,  have  asserted  nothing  but  the 
truth ;  my  conscience  reproaches  me  with  no- 
thing ;  I  never  was  afraid  of  having  my  conduct 
investigated ;  but  1  observed  with  great  uneasi* 
Bess,  that  I  vra»  accused  of  giving  orders  for 
shedding,  the  blood  of  the  people  on  the  1 0th  of 
August.  The  proofs  I  have  given  through  my 
whole  life  of  the  contrary  disposition,  I  hoped' 
would  have  saved  me  from  such  an  imputation, 
Nvhich,  I  now  solemnly  declare^  is  entirely 
groundless.*^ 

On  the  16th  of  January  the  trial  closed ; 
and  after  a  sitting  of  nearly  thirty-four  hoursi 
the  punishment  of  deatii  was  awarded.  When^ 
all  the  members  had  Yoted,  the  president  rose  to 
jironounce  the  result  of  their  deliberations.  A 
profound  and  awful  silence  ensued,  while  he 
declared,  that  out  of  seven  hundrecl  and  twenty- 
oae  votes^  three  hundred  and  sixty -six  were  for 
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death ;  three  hundred  and  nineteen  for  imprison-  BOOK  I. 
ment  during  the  war ;    two  for  perpetual  impri-  ■■ 
sonment ;  eight  for  a  suspension  of  the  execution  Chap.   VI 
of  death  till  after  the  expulsion  of  the  Bourbons  ; 
twenty-three  for  not  inflicting  the   punishmeat 
of  death  unless  the  French  territory  should  be 
invaded  by  some  foreign  power;   and  one  was 
for  death,  but  with  commutation  of  punishment* 
'^  In  consequence  of  this    decision,*'    said  the 
president,  ^^  I  declare  that  the  punishment  decreed- 
against  Louis  Capet  is  Death  /" 

At  this  period  of  the  sitting,  the  king^s  coun- 
sellors were  admitted  to  tbe'bar,  when  M.  Deseze,^ 
addressing    the  convention,    said  : — *^  Citizens 
representatives,  the  law  of  the  nation  4nd  your 
decrees  have  intrusted  to  us  the  sacred  functions^ 
of  tlie  defence  of  Louis-.    We  come,  with  regret,, 
to  present  to  you  the  last  act  of  our  function. 
Louis  has  given  to  us  his  express  charge  to  read 
to  you  a  letter,  signed  with  his-  own  hand,  of« 
which  the  following  is  a  copy :. 

lbtt£r; 

^<  ]  owe  it  to  my  honour,  I  owe  it  to  my  fiimilvi  not  tb* 
subscribe  to  a  eentence  which  decUres  me  guilty  of  a  crime,, 
of  which  I  cannot  accuse  myself.  In  consequence,  I  appeal' 
to  the  nation  from  the  sentence  of  its  representati? es ;  and 
I  commit,  by  these  presents;  to  the  fidelity  of  my  defeitder^,. 
to  make  known  to  the  national  convention  this  appeal,  by  all 
the  means  in  their  power,  and  to  demand  that  mention  of  it 
be  made  in  the  minutes  of  their  silting* 

(Signed)  <<  LOUIS." 

This  appeal  was  rejected,  and  only  one  effort- 
more  remained  to  be  made  in  favour  of  the  unfor^ 
innate  monarchy  which  was  to  preso  for  the  res.- 
pite  of  the  sentence  of  death.      The  appeal-no* 
minal  on  this  important  question  was  terminated: 
at  midnight,  on.  Saturday,  the  19th  of  January. 
The  members  were  required  to  give  their  votes 
simply  yes  or  no,  without  arguing  the  point ;  and; 
on  the  scrutiny,  3t0  votes  appeared,  in  favour  of 
the  respite^  and  380  for  the  execution  of  the  sen- 
tence in  twenty- four  hours,  the  time  prescribed 
by  the  law  against  criminals  ;  and  the  executive* 
eouncil  were  accordingly  instructed  to  prepare- 
the  devoted  Louis  for  his  fate: 

At  the  request  of  the  king,  tlie  A1>b6  Edge* 
worth,  grand  vicar  of  the  diocese  of  Paris,  and* 
confessor  of  the  Princess  Elizabeth,  an  eccle- 
siastic of  an  Irish  family,  wa»  permitted  to  attend' 
him  as  his  confessor,  and  it  is  on  the  authority  of. 
the  abb6,  that  the  following  particulars,  which 
are  little  known,  are  communicated  ir— 

It  was  not  till  the  20th  of  Januanr,  at  four* 
o^clock  in  the  afternoon,  that  the  abbe  was  sent' 
for  to  the  Thuill^ries,  by  the  executive  council, 
who  were  assembled ;at  that  place.  This  summons 
he  instantly  obeyed,  and  on  entering  the  apart- 
ment, Garat,  the  minister  of  justice,  said,  '^  Louia 
Capet  desires  to  see  y ou^  v?ill  you  go  to  th^ 


56 


HISTORY  OP  THE    WARS 


1793 


BOOK  I.  Temple  ?"  "  Unquestionably  I  will,''  replied  the 
-  ■  ■  .  ■•  abbe,  **the  king's  request  is  an  order  in  my  eyes." 
Chap.  VI  <<  Follow  me  then,"  said  the  minister,  and  order- 
ing his  carriage,  they  drove  off  to  the  Temple. 
After  remaining  some  time  in  the  hall,  where  his 
pockets  were  searched,  and  his  snuff-box  ex- 
amined, to  see  that  it  did  not  contain  poison ;  he 
was  shewn  to  the  apartment  of  the  king,  whose 
-<M)untenance  exhibited  the  utmost  serenity.  The 
Vihhh  sunk  on  his  knees,  kissed  his  majesty's 
band,  and  bathed  it  with  tears.  The  king, 
equally  affected,  raised  him,  saying  :  '^  None 
but  the  most  unrelenting  of  men  have  been 
allowed  to  approach  me  of  late.  My  eyes  are 
accustomed  to  them  ;  but  the  sight  of  a  man  of 
humanity,  a  faithful  subject,  sdHTects  my  whole 
soul,  and  melts  me  as  you  see." 

Being  in  some  measure  recovered,  he  led 
the  abb£  into  his  closet,  and  having  made  him  sit 
down,  he  read  his  last  will  twice  over  to  him,  with 
a  firm  tone,  and  proper  emphasis,  his  voice  faul- 
tering  only  at  those  parts  where  mention  is  made 
of  the  queen,  his  children,  and  the  Princess 
Elizabeth.  It  is  difficult  to  do  justice  to  the  de- 
vout, sublime,  and  heroic  sentiments  expressed 
by  the  king  in  this  interesting  conference,  parti- 
cularly when  he  spok^  of  his  own  situation,  and 
that  of  his  family,  "but  above  all  when  he  dwelt 
on  the  misfortunes  of  his  country. 

After  this  he  rose,  saying,  ^'  I  must  now  go 
and  see  my  family  for  the  last  time.  This  will  be 
the  severest  trial  of  all.  When  that  is  over  I 
will  fix  my  mind  solely  on  what  concerns  my 
salvation." 

Leaving  the  abbe  in  his  closet,  the  unhappy 
-monarch  went  to  the  room  where  his  family  were 
.Already  assembled,    and    which    was  separated 
-only  by  a  door  from  that  in  which  were  two  com- 
missaries constantly  on   dut  v ;  this  door  was  of 
.  glass,  so  that  these  men  could  see  all  that  passed. 
In    such  'horrible    circumstances,   and    in  this 
'dismal  room,  did  the  King  of  France  meet  his 
.  deploring  family,  now  rendered  more  dear  to  him 
ilian  ever  by  his  own  approaching  fate,  and  their 
unexampled  misfortunes.     Here  passed  a  scene 
of  woe  far  beyond  the  power  of  description,  to 
which  the  mind  of  sensibility  alone  can  do  justice. 
In  snch  a  moment  ,the  monarch  must  forget  his 
crown,  andtheregrets  of  ambition  must  be  unfelt 
amidst  the  anguish  which  overwhelms  the  broken 
heart.       That  anguish  was  not  confined  to  the 
-bosom  of   the  king,  the  queen,   And  his  sister* 
"The  princess,  his  daughter,  had  attained  that 
.age  when  the  heart  is  perhaps  the  most  suscep- 
tible of  strong  impressions,   and  its  sensibility 
the  most  exquisite.    Even  the  young  prince,  .who 
'Was  only  in  his  ninth  year,  partook  deeply  in  the 
general  sorrow,   and  while  his  eyes  were  bathed 
in  tears,    he  cried    sobbing   to  Santerre,  "  Jh 
'iaissez  mot  caurir  Us  rues!  firai  aux  districts-^ 


yirai  a  toutes  les  sections^  demander  grdce  pour  mon 
papa,'''* — "  Oh  let  me  run  through  the  streets  !  I 
will  go  to  the  districts — I  will  go  to  the  sections 
and  beg  fbr  my  papa." — At  the  close  of  this 
agonizing  interview,  which  lasted  more  than  an 
hour,  the  king  returned  to  his  own  room  in  a 
state  of  emotion  that  cannot  be  expressed.— 
"  Why,"  said  he,  addressing  the  abbe,  after  he 
had  recovered  himself,  "  Why  do  I  love  with  so 
much  tenderness,  and  wherefore  am  I  so  tenderly 
beloved  ?  But  the  painful  sacrifice  is  over,  let 
me  now  turn  my  thoughts  to  the  care  of  aiy  sal- 
vation alone." 

Having  thus  expressed  himself,  he  remained 
for  some  minutes  in  silent  meditation,  interrupted 
by  sighs,  accompanied  with  tears,  and  then  began 
to  converse  on  the  great  truths  of  religion  ;  and 
astonished  his  confessor  as  much  by  the  extensive 
knowledge  he  displayed  on  that  subject,  as  he 
had  before  edified  him  by  bis  piety. 

About  ten  o'clock  the  king  took  a  slight 
supper,  which  being  over,  the  abb6  asked  him 
whether  he  would  not  like  to  hear  mass,  and  to 
receive  the  communion.  The  king  replied,  that 
he  most  ardently  desired  it ;  but  he  shewed,  at 
the  same  time,  that  he  had  little  hopes  of  that  fa- 
vour being  granted  him.  ^^  I  must  have  permis- 
sion," said  he,  ^^  from  this  council  in  the  Temple, 
who  have  hitherto  granted  roe  nothing  but  what  it 
was  impossible  to  withhold."  M.  Edgeworth 
went  directly,  and  signified  the  king's  request 
to  the  council  sitting  in  the  Temple.  He  met 
with  many  difficulties.  '^  There  are  examples  in 
history,"  said  a  member  of  their  court,  "of 
priests  who  have  mixed  poison  with  the  hostie." 
^^  I  have  been  sufficiently  searched,"  said  the 
-abbe,  "  to  satisfy  you  that  I  have  no  poison 
about  me :  but  to  render  yourselves  still  more 
certain,  you  have  only  to  furnish  me  with  the 
hosties ;  and  if  they  should  prove  poisoned,  the 
blame  will  not  be  imputable  to  me." 

To  this  the  council  made  no  immediate  an* 
swer :  but  the  members  went  into  the  room  where 
they  usually  held  their  meetings.  The  king's 
demand  was  formally  deliberated  on ;  after  which 
the  abb6  being  called  in,  the  president  said: 
"  Citizen  minister  of  worship,  that  which  Louis 
Capet  requests,  not  being  contrary  to  law,  we 
have  agreed  to  grant  it  on  two  conditions :  first, 
that  you  sign  the  request ;  and  secondly,  that 
the  ceremony  you  intend  to  perform  shall  ter- 
minate before  seven  o'clock  to-morrow  morning; 
as,  at  eight  o'clock,  Louis  Capet  must  go  hence 
to  the  place  of  execution." 

The  Abbe  Edgeworth  submitted  to  these 
conditions,  and  went  to  inform  the  king,  who 
expressed  the  highest  satisfaction  at  the  hope  of 
once  more  having  the  consolation  of  hearing  mass, 
and  of  receiving  the  communion.  When  his  con- 
fession was  ended,  M.  Edgewortii,  seeing  the 
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fcinr  exhsoated  by  the  anguish  and  iGatigHe  ke 
haa  undergcoCf  adTised  bim  to  go  to  bed  twd 
endeavour  to  obtain  a  litUe  repose.  With  this 
advice  the  king  thought  fffoper  to  comply. 

Having  slept  with  traDquillitjr,  Losii  t:a]led 
for  Clery,  his  valet,  tnrly  next  morning,  to  assiat 
him  m  dressing.  He  beard  mass  and  received 
the  comnmnion  with  tbe  most  profound  devotion. 
After  bmving  ftniehed  hia  prayers,  he  said  to  M. 
Kdgewortb,  "  How  happy  am  I  in  having  re- 
tained my  faith  in  religion.  Yes!  I  shall  be 
ctpaUed  to  shew  them  that  I  do  not  feaf  death." 
A  noise  being  beard  at  the  door,  the 
«bb4  was  agitated.  He  thought  the  fKtal  mo- 
ment had  already  arrived.  Tlie  king,  without 
betraying  tlie  least  emotion,  maintained  Iub 
u<ua)  serenity.  It  vras  the  guards  who  resumed 
their  posts.  "  Here  tbey  come,  however ;" 
•aid  the  kiog,  calmly,  od  hearing  some  persons 
ascending  the  stairs.  It  was  the  eommissariee 
of  the  commune,  with  a  priest  at  their  head, 
called  Jac<]ue9  Roux.  They  came  to  announce 
that  the  hour  was  at  hand.  "  It  is  enough," 
said  the  king,  "  I  will  join  you  directly  :  but  I 
wish  to  pass  a  few  moments  alone  with  my  con- 
fessor." They  retired.  His  majesty  shut  the 
door,  and  said,  falling  on  his  knees, 

"  All  is  consummated.  Give  me  your  last 
benediction." 

Fear  of  the  danger  to  whieh  M.  Edgeworth 
might  be  exposed,  in  accompanying  the  king 
to  the  place  of  execution,  had  prevented  hia 
majesty  from  making  such  a  proposition  ;  and 
he  supposed  that  they  were  now  about  to  se- 
parate :  but  when  be  found  that  it  wM  the  fixed 
determination  of  this  venerable  man,  worthy  of 
the  sacred  functions  be  exercised,  to  abide  by 
him  to  the  last,  his  Buyesty  was  at  once  moved 
by  tenderness,  and  filled  vith  aatisfiactioB.  Hav- 
ing thrown  open  the  door, 

"  JtfarcAonj,"  (let  us  go)  said  be  with  a  firm 
tone  of  voice,  to  Santerre,  who  waited  without. 

Here  the  king  ofiered  to  Roux,  the  priest, 
a  paoquet,  containing  his  testament,  desiring 
that  be  would  deliver  it  to  the  commune.  He 
refused  to  take  it,  saying,  that  it  was  his  duty 
to  conduct  him  to  the  scaflfold,  but  nothing 
rise.  One  of  lus  companions,  however,  took 
the  paoquet,  and  remitted  it  carefully  to  the 
commune. 

Before  they  came  to  the  stair  of  tlie  temple, 
the  king,  perceiving  that  the  commissaries  were 
covered,  desired  Clery  to  bring  his  hat,  which  he 
immediately  put  on  hia  head ;  and  being  escorted 
by  a  very  numerous  detachment  of  nationalguartU, 
he  walked  through  the  first  court  of  the  temple, 
and  found  the  carriage  provided  for  him  in  the 
second.  Two  men  belonging  to  tlie  gendarmes 
stood  at  the  door.  One  of  them  got  into  the  car- 
riage, followed  by  the  king  and  M.  Edgeworth. 
(No.  4.) 


The  oiber  gendarme  placed  himself  by  Ins  com-  BOOK  I. 
radc. 


A  profownd  silence  reigned  among  the  peo-  Chap,  TJ. 
pie  all  the  wrf^  from  the  Temple  to  the  Place  da  *— ■-v-*-' 
Louis  XV.     All    the   streets    were  lined    widi      1?^ 
national  guards  mHler  arms.     Ni 
but  the  souBd  of  drums.     His  u 
readiag  with  the  ntmost  devotion 
stopped    near   the    acalfoM.     'i 
having  opened    the    door,  the  I 
two  gendarmei,  "  Crentlemen,  I 
£dgeworth  to  your  protection." 
no  immediate  answer,    he    add< 
earnestness,  "  I  conjure  you  to 
harm  befal  him  after  my  death.'* 

"  Well,  weH,  give  yourself  no  further  trou- 
ble; we^atl  take  care  of  him  ;"  answered  one  of 
tbem,  in  a  harsh  and  ironical  tone  of  voice. 

The  king,  having  thrown  of(  hia  coat,  waa 
gtring  to  ascend  the  scal&Id,  when  they  seined  his 
hands  forthepurpoaeoftyingthembehindhis  back. 
As  be  waa  not  prepared  for  this  last  insult,  his 
first  movement  was  to  repel  it  with  indignatioD  ; 
but  M.  Edgewortb,  sensible  that  all  resi^nce 
would  be  useless,  and  would  expose  the  king  to 
outrages  stilt  more  violeut,  persuaded  him  itfto 
Compliance,  by  aaying  :  "  Sire,  this  new  humilia- 
tion ill  another  circumstance  in  wldch  your  ma- 
jesty's suSTeringe  resemble  those  of  that  Saviour^ 
who  will  soon  be  your  recompense." 

As  he  was  mounting  the  soafTold,  supported 
by  the  Abbe  Edgewortb,  this  servant  of  God  ad- 
dressed the  king  in  this  sublime  expreasioD, 
"  Offi/pring  of  St.  Loui^,  ascend  to  heaven  !" 

As  soon  as  he  came  upon  the  scafToId,  ad- 
vancing vrith  a  firm  step  to  the  part  which  faced 
the  palace,  he  desired  the  drums  to  cease,  and  was 
immediately  obeyed,  in  spite  of  the  orders  that 
had  been  received.  He  then  pronounced,  with 
a  voice  loud  enough  to  be  beard  at  the  gardens 
of  the  Thuilleries, 

"  I  die  innocent  of  all  the  crimes  which  have 
"  been  imputed  to  me.  1  for^re  my  enemies.  I 
**  implore  God,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  to 
"  pardon  them,  and  not  to  take  vengeance  on 
*<  the  French  nation  for  the  blood  about  to  be 
'*  shed " 

He  was  continuing,  wben  Santerre  pushed 
furiously  towards  the  drummere,  and  forced  them 
to  beat  vrithout  interruption.  The  executioners, 
at  the  same  time,  laid  hold  on  their  victim — his 
head  was  placed  on  the  block — the  fatal  instru- 
ment of  death  descended — and  the  horrid  deed 
uai  coTophled ! 

As  soon  aa  the  king's  head  was  severed 
from  his  body,  a  young  man,  appointed  to  that 
service,  seized  it  by  tbeliair,  and  holding  it  up 
to  the  people,  exclaimed  repeatedly,  Vive  la 
nation!  To  which  some  of  thepopulace  replied, 
Vive  la  republique!  but  the  majority  appeared  to 
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:.  be  struck  dumb  with  horror,  while  the  affections 

-  of  many  led  them  to  bathe  their  handkerchiefs  in 

Chip.  TI.  his  blood,  and  his  hair  was  sold  in  small  parcels, 

'*"*'Y""^  probably  to  those   whose   piety  and  tenderness 

1703      would  esteem  it  an  inestimable  relic. 

cident  of  this  tragedy,"  aays 
'  bad  been  intended  to  display 
ides  of  human  fortune ;  as  if 
leant  to  '  point  a  moral ;'  the 
in  a  cart  to  the  parish  church 
nd  laid  amongst  the  bodies  of 
^n    crushed  to  death  on  the 
.  when  Louis  XVI.  was  mar- 
vbo  had  fallen  before  the  cba- 
ries,  on  the  10th  of  August. 
1  with  quick  lime,  and  a  ^uard 
e  corpse  was  consumed.  The 
ground  was  then  carefully  levelled  with  the  sur- 
rounding earth,  and  no  trace  or  vestige  remains 
of  that  spot,  to  which,  shrouded  by  the  doubt- 
ful glare  of  twilight,  ancient  loyalty  might  have 
repaired    and    poured   a    tear,    or   superstition 
.  breathed  its  ritual  for  the  departed  spirit." 

Thus  fell  Louis  XVI.  a  monarch  posses- 
sed of  good  talents,  a  hen'evolent  temper,  and 
a  sincere  desire  to  promote  the  good  of  bis  people ; 
but  it  must  be  added,  that  he  was  too  tenacious 
of  power,  and  deficient  in  that  candour  of  cha- 
racter ai)d  d.irectness  of  purpose,  which  a  sove- 
reign owes  t(  the  people  over  whom  be  is  placed. 
It  would  have  been  happier  for  him,  if,  from  the 
breaking  out  of  the  revolution,  he  had  acted  a 
more  open  and  decided  part :  hut  this  may  be 
excused  from  considering  the  manners  of  the 
court  in  which  he  was  educated,  and  the  influence 
vi  the  courtiers  by  whom  he  was  sun'ounded. 
The  assembliog  of  the  troops  near  Paris  in  1769, 
and  his  flight  to  Varennes,  appear  to  have  mada 
an  indelible  impression  upon  the  minds  of  bis 
people,  and  to  have  generated  a  degree  of  sus- 
picion which  the  factions  of  Paris  turned  to  his 
ruin.  Of  his  guilt  or  innocence,  with  respect  to 
the  grand  charge  of  corresponding  with  the  emi- 
grants, and  exciting  a  foreign  war  against  the 
existing  government  of  his  country  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enectin"  a  counter-revolution,  the  docu- 
ments are  too  slight  to  lead  to  a  decisive  opinion. 
Thus  for  may  however  perhaps  be  conceded, 
that  his  intended  flight  to  the  frontiers,  and  the 
.  proclamation  which  he  left  behind  bim,  too  clearly 
shewed  (hat  he  was  dissatisfied  with  the  limited 
share  of  authority  which  the  constitution  of 
|791  allowed  bim  ;  and  the  insults  which  he 
afterwards  experienoed  were  not  calculated  to 
reconc^e  bim  to  that  spirit  of  democracy  which 
had  taken  possession  of  his  people.  The  charge 
relating  to  the  defence  of  the  Thuilleries  on  the 
10th  of  August,  1792,  appears  extremely  ill- 
fpuuded,    and    the  opposition  presented  to  an  - 


armed  mob,  who  assailed  the  royal  residence  on 
that  occasion,  was  perfectly  justifiable,  even  on  the 
ground  of  self-defence.  On  the  whole,  tbe'COQ- 
dem nation  and  execution  of  this  unfortunate 
sovereign  is  at  variance  with  the  due  adminis- 
tration of  judicial  proceedings,  and  the  sacred 
principles  of  justice ;  on  the  first  of  which  pointg 
It  may  he  observed,  that  the  conventioD,  by  ■ 
strange  anomaly,  held  the  incompatible  ofBces  of 
accusers  and  judges ;  and  on  the  second,  that 
the  constitution,  which  he  was  charged  wtb  vio- 
lating, had  declared  the  person  of  the  kin^  to  he 
inviolable. 

The  character  of  the  man,  and  of  the  monarch, 
will  perhaps  be  best  collected  from  his  last  will 
and  testament,  written  in  the  immediate  prospect 
of  death  ;* — a  document  so  pointedly  referred  to 
in  the  new  constitntion  of  France,  pronnul'^ated 
on  Qi&  elevation  of  Louis  XVIII.  to  tlie  throne  of 
bis  ancestors. 

The  last  Will  and  Testament  op 
LOUIS  XFI. 

"  IN  the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  the  Fa- 
ther, Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.  This  day,  the  21st 
of  December,  1793,  T,  Louis  the  Sixteenth, 
King  of  France,  having  been  for  more  than  four 
months  shut  up  with  my  family  in  the  tower  of 
tba  Temple,  by  those  wbo  were  my  subjects,  and 
deprived  of  every  communication,  even  with  my 
family,  since  the  eleventh  of  this  month  ;  and 
being  moreover  involved  in  a  trial,  of  which,  from 
the  passions  of  men,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee 
the  event,  and  for  which  neither  pretest  nor  pre- 
cedent can  be  found  in  any  existing  law  ;  baving 
no  witness  of  my  thoughts  but  God,  and  no  one 
but  him  to  whom  I  can  address  myself,  I  here 
declare,  in  his  pre8ence,my  last  willand  sentiments. 

"  I  recommend  my  soul  to  God  my  Creator, 
heseecbing  him  to  receive  itin  his  mercy,  and  not 
to  judge  me  according  to  my  merits,  but  accord- 
ing to  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who 
offered  himself  as  a  sacrifice  to  God  bis  Father 
for  the  human  race,  unworthy  as  we  are,  I  myself 
in  particular.  I  die  In  the  communion  of  our 
Holy  Mother,  the  Catbolic,  Apostolic,  and  Roman 
Church,  which  holds  its  poner  by  an  uninter- 
rupted succession  from  St.  Peter,  to  whom  Jesus 
Christ  intrusted  it.  I  firmly  believe  all  that 
is  contained  in  the  apostles'  creed,  and  in  the 
commaodmeRts  of  God  and  tbe  church  ;  in  the 
sacraments  and  mysteries,  as  the  catholic  church 
teaches  and  has  always  taught.  I  have  never 
presumed  to  make  myself  a  judge  of  the  different 
manners  of  explaining  the  doctrines  which  divide 
tbe  church  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  I  have  always 
adhered  to,  and  if  it  please  God  to  prolong  my 
Xife,  shall  alnays  abide  by,  the  decisions  which 
the  superior  ecclesiastics,  in  union  with  (he  boly' 


*  Ant.  Fr.  Borlrand  Je  HukviUe'i  <' PriTMeHenioira  of  LouinXVL" 


OF  THB   FRENCH   REVOLUTION. 


09 


churchy  have  given,  according  to  the  discipline 
observed  since  Jesus  Christ.  I  lament,  with  ray 
vrhole  heart,  those  of  my  brethren  of  mankind 
-who  are  in  ecror,  but  do  not  presume  to  judge 
them ;  and  I  do  not  the  less  love  them  all  in 
Jesus  Christ,  as  christian  charity  enjoins.  I 
implore  God  to  pardon  all  my  sins.  I  have  en- 
deavoured scrupulously  to  know  them,  to  detest 
them,  and  to  humble  myself  in  the  presence  of 
the  Almighty.  Not  having  it  in  my  power  to 
avail  myself  of  the  ministry  of  a  catholic  priest, 
I  pray  God  to  receive  the  confession  which  I  have 
made  to  him  ;  above  all,  my  deep  repentance  for 
having  signed  my  name  (although  against  my 
will)  to  acts  contrary  to  the  discipline  and  belief 
of  the  catholic  church,  to  which  my  heart  has 
ever  been  sincerely  united.  I  beseech  God  to 
accept  my  firm  resolution  of  taking  the  first 
opportunity  in  my  power  of  making  a  full  con- 
fession of  my  sins  to  a  catholic  priest,  and  of 
receiving  the  sacrament  of  penitence.  I  beg  all 
those  whom  I  have  ofiended,  through  inadver- 
tency, (for  I  do  not  recollect  having  ever  inten- 
tionally offended  any  one)  and  also  those  to 
whom  I  may  have  given  a  bad  example,  to 
forgive  me  for  the  evil  which  such  conduct  may 
have  produced.  I  beseech  all  those  who  are 
endowed  with  charity,  to  join  their  prayers  with 
mine,  to  obtain  of  God  the  pardon  of  my  iniqui- 
ties. I  pardon,  with  my  whole  heart,  those  who 
have  become  my  enemies  without  cause,  and  I 

f»ray  God  to  pardon  them  ;    as  also  those  who, 
rom  false  or  mistaken  zeal,  have  done  me  the 
greatest  injuries. 

**I  recommend  to  God  my  wife,  my  chil- 
dren, my  sister,  my  aunts,  my  brothers,  and  all 
those  who  are  attached  to  me  by  the  ties  of  blood 
or  in  any  manner  whatsoever.  I  earnestly  intreat 
of  God  to  cast  the  eyes  of  mercy  on  my  wife,  my 
children,  and  my  sister,  who  have  for  a  long 
time  suffered  with  me ;  and,  in  case  of  their 
losing  me,  that  he  may  be  their  support  and 
consolation,  as  long  as  they  shall  remain  in  this 
perishable  world. 

'^  I  recommend  my  children  to  my  wife.  1 
never  doubted  her  maternal  tenderness ;  and  I 
recommend,  above  all,  that  she  will  cai'efully  en- 
deavour to  make  them  good  christians  ;  to  teach 
them  to  consider  worldly  grandeur  as  dangerous  * 
and  perishable,  and  to  fix  their  minds  on  eternity, 
where  alone  solid  and  lasting  glory  is  to  be  found. 
I  intreat  my  sister  to  continue  her  tenderness  to 
my  children,  and  that  she  will  be  to  thenc^  as  a 
parent,  if  they  should  have  the  misfortune  to  lose 
their  mother.  I  beseech  ray  wife  to  forgive  me 
all  those  hardships  she  has  undergone  on  my 
account,  and  all  the  uneasiness  I  may  have  given 
her  in  the  course  of  our  union  ;  and  if  she  should 
think  that  she  has  any  cause  to  reproach  herself 
j9P  account  of  any  part  of  her  conduct  towards 


me,  she  may  rest  assured  that  I  retain  nothing  on  BOOK   t. 
my  mind  unfavourable  to  her.  — — 

"I  tecommend  with  the  greatest  earnest-  Chap.  VI. 
ness,  to  my  children,  after  what  they  owe  to  God,  ^"TlJ^jT*"^ 
which  must  ever  be  considered  as  their  first  duty, 
to  remain  always  united  to  each  other,  submis- 
sive and  obedient  to  their  mother,  and  grateful 
for  the  pains  and  care  she  takes  of  them  ;  and  I 
conjure  them,  for  my  sake,  that  they  will  respect 
their  aunt  as  a  second  mother. 

"  If  my  son  should  ever  have  the  misfortune 
to  be  established  on  the  throne,  I  anxiously  re- 
commend that  he  should  devote  himself  to  the 
happiness  of  his  countrymen  ;  that  he  ought  to 
divest  himself  of  all  resentment  and  animosities, 
particularly  those  which  have  a  reference  to  my 
misfortunes  and  miseries.  He  can  insure  the 
happiness  of  the  people  only  by  reigning  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  ;  although,  at  the  same  time,  a 
king  cannot  make  himself  respected,  and  do  all 
the  good  which  is  in  his  heart,  without  a  neces- 
sary degree  of  authority  ;  without  which  he  must 
be  confined  in  his  operations ;  and  when  he  can- 
not inspire  respect,  he  necessarily  beconies  more 
hurtful  4han  useful. 

*^  I  recommend  to  my  son,  to  take  care  of 
all  those  persons  who  have  been  attached  to  me, 
as  far  as  the  circumstances  in  whiclvhe  may  find 
himself  shall  afford  him  opportunity.  He  ought 
ever  to  regard  this  as  a  sacred  debtfwhich  I  have 
contracted  towards  the  children  or  parents  of 
those  who  perished  for  my  sake,  or  have  been 
rendered  miserable  on  my  account.  I  know  there 
are  several  persons,  amongst  those  who  were 
attached  to  me,  who  have  not  behaved  towards 
me  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  and  who  have  even 
shewn  ingratitude :  but  I  forgive  them  (for,  in 
times  of  trouble  and  effervescence,  men  are  not 
always  masters  of  their  conduct;)  and  I  beseech 
my  son,  should  he  find  an  opportunity  of  serving 
them,  to  reflect  only  upon  their  misfprtunes. 

**  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  openly  to  ex- 
press my  gratitude  to  all  who  have  shewn  me  a 
truly  disinterested  attachment :  but  if  I  have 
been  painfully  affected  by  the  ingratitude  and 
disloyalty  of  those  to  whom  I  have  always  acted 
with  kindness,  I  have  likewise  had  the  consola- 
tion of  receiving  services  and  strong-  marks  of 
attachment  from  several  of  my  subjects,  on 
whom  I  never-  had  bestowed  any  favour.  I  beg 
that  all  those  persons  will  accept  my  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments. In  the  present  situation  of  things 
I  fear  that  I  should  iujure  them  by  being  more 
explicit  on  thisi  subject ;  but  I  particularly  exhort 
my  son  to  seek  opportunities  of  making  them  a 
suitable  return.  1  think,  however,  that  it  would 
he  calumniating  the  nation  to  express  any  fear  of 
openly  recommending  tp  ndy  spn  M.  de  ChamiUy 
and  M.  Hue,  whose  sincere  attachment  to  me 
has  tiKluced  them  to.  shut  tliemse|ves  up  alpi^ 
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been  frequently  in  danger  of  becoming  victims  to 

Chap.  VI.  their  generosity.  I  ako  recommend  to  him 
^^^^-^-^  Clery,  with  whose  attention  1  have  had  ev«ry 
1798  reason  to  be  satisfied  since  he  has  been  with  roe  ; 
and  as  he  has  remained  with  me  to  the  la&t,  I  beg 
of  the  commune  to  give  to  him  my  clothes,  my 
books,  my  watch,  my  money,  and  all  the  other 
effects  belonging  to  me,  which  have  been  deposit- 
ed in  the  hands  of  the  council  of  the  commuBe. 

^'  I  most  willingly  pardon  those  who  have 
guarded  me,  for  the  harshness  of  their  conduct, 
and  the  constraint  which  the^  thought  necessary 


to  impose  upon  me.  i  have  found  in  the  Temple 
some  persons  (rf  feeling  and  humanity  :  may  they 
long  ei^oy  that  serenity  of  miiNl  whieh  such  dis- 
positions naturally  produce ! 

^'  I  beseech  Messrs.  de  Malesfaerbes,  Tronchet, 
and  Des^ze,  to  receive  ray  most  grateful  thanks 
and  cordial  acknowledgments  for  the  pain  and 
labour  they  have  taken  for  me. 

'^  I  concinde  by  declaring,  before  God,  being 
ready  to  appear  in  his  presence,  that  I  do  not 
reproach  myself  with  any  of  those  crimes  whieh 
have  been  charged  against  me.'^ 

«  LOUIS.'' 


CHAPTER  VII. 


All  the  principal  States  of  Eurcpe  likely  to  become  invoiced  in  the  War — The  Gooemment  of  France 
disinclined  to  a  War  with  England — Chauvelin  and  Talleyrand  arrive  from  France — Disputes 
relative  to  the  Opetdng  of  the  Sclieldt — Political  Clubs — Marefs  Missions — Sensations  produced 
in  England  by  the  Execution  of  the  French  King — Declaration  of  War. 


IT  is  time  to  return  from  this  long,  but  not 
uninteresting  digression,  to  the  proper  object  of 
the  history.  The  melancholy  catastrophe  of 
liOiiis  XVI.  appeared  to  produce  a  new  combi- 
nation of  states,  some  free,  and  some  enslaved, 
and  not  only  rendered  the  contest  more  general, 
bat  also  more  ferocious.  The  contest  with  France 
until  then  was  confined  to  the  courts  of  Berlin 
and  Vienna,  who  had  been  forced  to  withdraw 
their  armies^  and  were  now  threatened  with  a 
severe  retaliation ;  while  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
who  acted  the  part  of  a  feeble  ally,  and  an  impo- 
tent enemy,  beheld  the  three-coloured  flag 
advancing  towards  the  walls  of  his  capital.  But 
at  tUs  eventful  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  war, 
fresh  schemes  of  subjugation  were  formed,  new 
ailianoes  entered  into,  and  ancient  enmities  far- 
gotten. 

Spain,  actuated  by  a  generous  indignation 
against  the  regicides  of  France,  and  disappointed 
in  her  humane  application  to  the  national  con- 
vention to  save  the  life  of  the  king,  immediately 
began  to  arm ;  Naples  £Dllowed  her  example ; 
and  the  Holy  See,  lamenting  over  the  degpraded 
state  of  religion  in  a  country  so  lately  under  the 
peculiar  care  of  the  church,  and  desirous  to 
avenge  the  death  of  an  anointed  monarch,  has- 
tened to  join  the  league;  Portugal,  scarcely 
possessing  a  will  of  her  own,  was  ready  to  follow 
in  the  train  of  indignant  sovereigns ;  but  Sweden 


and  Denmark,  tenacious  of  the  blessings  of  peace, 
could  not  be  induced  to  depart  from  their  well- 
judged  neutrality*  The  Empress  of  Russia 
could  not  remain  an  unmoved  spectatcMr  of  the 
scenes  which  agitated  all  the  principal  courts  of 
Ehirope,  but  she  confined  her  resentment  to  the 
dismission  of  Sieur  Genet,  the  French  ambassa^ 
dor,  whom  she  ordered  ''  to  quit  her  capital  in 
eight  days,  and  the  states  of  Russia  as  soon  as 
possible ;''  and  this  procedure  was  soon  after 
imitated  bv  the  British  Cabinet.  Holland,  too, 
vrtiich  had  so  long  profited  by  the  follies  and 
prejudices  of  other  nations,  was  doomed  to  be 
mvolved  in  this  contest. 

In  Britain,  where  the  French  revolution,  in 
its  earliest  stages,  had  been  looked  upon  with  an 
eye  of  complacency,  if  not  of  satisfaction,  the 
war  of  opinion  had  already  commenced,  and  a 
celebrated  divine,  alike  esteemed  for  his  talents 
and  for  his  integrity,*  having  preached  and  pub-* 
lished  a  sermon,  asserting  the  justice  of  the  English 
revolution,  towards  the  end  of  the  17tli  century, 
and  anticipating  much  happiness  from  that  which 
had  so  recently  happened  in  France,  was  an- 
swered by  an  eloquent  statesman,  who  had 
devoted  the  whole  of  his  public  life  to  the  cause 
of  liberty. t  As  the  current  of  popular  opinion  did 
not  then  flow  in  the  same  direction  as  tlie  favour 
of  the  court,  a  pamphlet  entitled  ^^  The  Rights 
of  Man,''    in   which   sentiments  of  an  opposite 


♦  Dr.  ttice. 


t  The  Right  Hon.  Edmund  liurke. 
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kind  were  raaiDtained  with  peculiar  asperity  of 
animadversion^  was  read  ana  circulated  in  such 
«%  manner  as  to  alarm  the  administration.  Edi^ 
tions  were  multiplied  in  every  possible  form  and 
firize ;  k  was  alike  seen  in  the  hands  of  the  noble 
and  ef  the  plebeiaui  and  became  at  length  trans- 
lated into  the  various  languages  of  Europe. — 
The  cabinet  eouncil  soon  after  issued  a  procla- 
liaation  against  <^ wicked  and  seditious  libels;'' 
prosecutions  were  commenced  with  a  zeal  un- 
Known  under  the  government  of  the  reigning 
family ;  and  it  was  reserved  for  the  singular  for- 
tune of  an  unlettered  man,*  after  contributing  by 
one  publicationf  to  the  establishment  of  a  Trans- 
Atlantic  republic  in  North  America,  to  introduce, 
i^ith  astonishing  effect,  the  doctrines  of  demo- 
cratic government  into  the  first  states  of  Europe. 

The  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  whose 
aversion  to  the  French  had  chiefly  originated 
io  the  degrading  nature  of  their  government, 
rejoiced  to  behold  a  neighbouring  nation  rescuing 
herself  from  the  bondage  ef  ages,  and  asserting 
Iter  rights  to  a  free  constitution.  Many  politiccd 
clubs  and  societies  were  eager  to  fcKeitate  the 
first  assembly  on  its  labours  ;  some  of  them 
actually  transmitted  -shoes  for  the  Fi*eneh  troops, 
and  even  contributed  money  to  furnish  them  with 
arms.  Of  the  addresses  wlricb  accompanied 
these  presents,  a  few  were  unobjectionable ;  but 
aeveral  trere  couched  in  language  calculated  to 
give  offence  to  moderate  men  of  all  parties,  and 
abounded  with  such  inflammatory  allusions  in 
respect  to  the  British  government,  that  they 
iocurred  the  severest  censure  and  reprehension. 

England  "was  at  this  period  recovering  fast 
from  the  wounds  inflicted  by  tlie  American  war. 
The  genius  ef  tlie  country  hod  been  suffered  to 
rfevelope  itscif  in  the  degance,  variety,  and 
cheapness  of  its  manufactures.  Evei7  market 
in  the  world  was  supplied  with  her  commodities  ; 
and  the  eities  of  Europe,  Asia,  and  America, 
glittered  with  her  productions.  Every  strait, 
every  bay,  and  every  Bea,  was  visited  by  her 
ships ;  and  there  was  scarcely  a  portion  of  the 
habitable  globe  that  jntght  not  be  considered  as 
contributing  at  the  same  time  to  the  opulence  of 
her  adventnrous  merchants,  the  prosperity  of 
her  flourishing  manufactures,  and  the  necessities 
cf  her  artisans. 

Many  men  of  the  greatest  weight,  talents, 
and  consequence,  in  the  kingdom,  were  decidedly 
adverse  to  hostilities :  amongst  whom  in  one  bouse 
of  parliament  appeared  a  Bedford,  doomed  to 
finish  his  early  career  before  his  talents  were  fully 
unfolded ;  a  Lauderdale,  distinguished  by  the 
depth  and  extent  of  bis  knowledge;  a  Stanhope, 
celebrated  for  his  philosophical  attainments ;  a 
Lansdqwne^  who  had  occupied  the  highest  situa- 
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tions  in  the  state,  and  grown  hoary  in  the  eon-   BOOK  I. 

teroplation  of  public  affairs.     In  the  other  were 

seen,  a  Grey,  just  bursting  into  manhood,  and  Chap.  Vlf. 
already  celebrated  for  bis  various  acquirements, 
and  for  his  political  knowledge ;  a  Sheridan, 
delighting  by  the  keenness  of  his  wit,  and  the  force 
of  his  arguments ;  and  a  Fox,  who,  by  a  rare 
union,  exhibited  in  the  same  person,  the  philan- 
thropist, the  statesman,  and  the  orator.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  minister,  justly  celebrated  for  his 
knowledge  of  finance,  and  at  the  same  time  capa- 
ble of  displaying  the  most  distinguished  eloquence, 
presided  at  this  period  over  the  councils  of  the 
nation.  And  such  was  the  activity  of  his  mind, 
that  the  various  courts  of  Europe  had  by  tunis 
been  the  theatre  of  his  diplomatic  skill ;  and  Spain 
and  Russia  already  felt  that  he  was  desirous  of 
acQuiring  a  new  species  of  glory.  The  virtues 
and  abilities  of  his  fetherhad  already  engendered 
a  high  degree  of  partiality  in  his  favour,  and  the 
ingenuous  modesty  of  his  early  youth  rendered 
him  at  one  time  the  peculiar  favourite  t>f  everj 
Englishman.  The  injustice,  the  venality,  andihe 
corruption  of  the  American  war,  were  the  themes 
by  means  of  which  Mr.  Pitt  obtained  the  favour 
of  the  nation,  and  attained  the  highest  offices  of 
the  «tate.  'Eagerly  seizing  on  every  occasion 
to  descant  on  the  degeneracy  of  the  constitution, 
he  laboured  to  restore  K  to  its  original  purity. 
This  youthful  statesman,  since  his  elevation  to 
the  office  of  prime  minister,  probably  alarmed  by 
tlie  excesses  of  the  French  revolution,  judged  it 
proper  to  cast  his  weight  of  talent  and  of  influ- 
ence into  the  scale  of  prerogative,  and  to  endea- 
vour to  check  that  spirit  of  democracy,  which,  after 
having  exhibited  itself  in  so  hideous  a  garb  in  a 
neighbouring  country,  seemed,  as  he  imagined, 
to  endangerthe  safety  of  his  own.  Mr.  Wittdham, 
too,  «^  statesman  of  an  eccentric,  bul^  capacious 
mind,  and  of  deep  political  penetration,  pressed 
forward  to  exhibit  those  talents  against  repub- 
lican France,  which  he  had  before  displayed  in 
behatf  of  republican  America ;  while  Mr.  Burke, 
himself  a  host,  prepared  to  exhaust  the  powers 
of  bis  mind  against  a  nation,  which  he  reproached 
with  having  at  the  same  time  contumeliously 
overturned  the  throne  of  its  kings,  and  the  altars 
of  God. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion many  of  the  popular  leaders  had  been  eager  for 
awarwith  the  house  of  Austria;  but  it  was  manifest-^ 
ly -contrary  to  the  interests,  as  well  as  to  the  wishes 
of  all  descriptions  of  persons,  the  royalists  only 
excepted,  to  enter  into  a  contest  with  England. 
The  Tuling  party  in  that  country  appears,  on  th^ 
contrary,  to  have  been  particularly  eager  to  con- 
ciliate the  esteem  of  a  nation,  which  at  this 
period  not  only  possessed  the  command  of  the 
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BOOK  I.  oceaDy  but  bad  attained  an  unexampled  degree  of 

»  freedom  and  progperity,  ia  consequence  of  an 

Chap.  VIL  event  !<imilar  in  principle  to  thaJt  which  bad  so 
^"^^2^^  recently  occurred  in  tbei^  own. 
^'^^  It  was  with  this  view,  that  M.  Chaurdin  had 

been  nominated  minister-plenipotentiary  to  the 
court  of  London,  and  M.  Talleyrand  associated 
with  him  in  that  important  embassy »  But  no 
sooner  did  official  intelligence  arrive  of  the 
assault  on  the  Tbuilleries,  and  the  imprisonment 
of  the  king,  than  £arl  Gower  was  immediately  re- 
Qalled  from  Paris :  and  that  nobleman,  before  his 
departure,  intimated,  that  any  violence  committed 
against  the  royal  family  would  not  fail  to  excite 
sentiments  of  universal  indignation  throughout 
Burope.  In  the  mean  time  the  executive  councit 
delegated  new  powers  to  M.  Chauvelin ;  but  Lord 
Greuvilte,  the  English  secretary  of  state,,  inti* 
mated,  that  as  he  was  no  otherwise  accredited  to 
the  British  government  than  in  the  name  of  his 
most  Christian  Majesty,  he  could  be  acknow- 
ledged at  this  court  in  no  other  public  character 
than  that  of  minister  from  Louis  XVI.  and  that,, 
consequently,  he  could  not  be  admitted  to  treat 
with  the  king^s  ministers  in  any  other  quality. 

The  disputes  between  the  governments  of 
the  two  countries  were  not  however  entirely  con- 
fined to  punctilios.  The  convention,  exasperated 
to  desperation  by  the  conduct  of  most  of  the 
neighbouring  courts,  had  recurred  to  a  measure 
utterly  unjustifiable  in  its  own  nature,  and  tending 
in  its  consequences  to  produce  a  general  iasub- 
rection  throughout  Europe.  This  was  the  famous 
decree  of  fraternity,  ordered  to  be  published  in 
all  languages  ;  by  which  assistance  was  ofiered, 
in  the  name  of  the  French  people,  to  every  nation 
desirous  to  recover  its  freeaom>  while  the  generate 
at  the  head  of  the  armies  were  empowered  to  pro- 
tect such  foreign  citizens  as  had  suffered  or  ^ght 
suffer  in  the  cause  of  liberty.^ 

Another  subject  of  complaint,  but  in  which 
Englaud  was  far  less  interested  than  her  allies, 
originated  in  the  measures  lately  adopted  for  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,t  the  shutting  up 
of  which  river,  however  obnoxious  such  a  mea- 
sure ms^y  seem,  had  been  repeatedly  guaranteed 
by  all  the  great  maritime  states  of  Eiurope,  and 
)»y  England  and  France  in  particular. 

M.  Chauvelin,  notwithstanding  the  recall  of 
Earl  Gower,  still  remained  in  Elngland,  and  on 
the  17th  of  December,  in  the  year  1792,  he  ad-< 
dressed  a  note   to   Lord   GrenviUe,  in  which^ 


calling  himself  ^^  plenipotentiary  of  Franee/'  he* 
prqfesses  the  desire  of  the  Frencl^gov^r^meiit  to 
continue  at  peace  with  England,,,  and  deq^anda  a 
categorical  answer  to  the  question,  yfh^iber-Eng^ 
land  i»  to-be  considered  as  a  neu^fd  or  m  i^optile^ 
power.  Reducing  the  motives  that  nri^kli  be 
alleged  for  his  Britannic  Bfajesty  bresikias  witb{ 
the  French  republic,  to  three,  b^  saya -: — 

First,  "  If  the  British  miiiistry   are  really 
alarmed  at  the  decree  of  the  l^th  of  November,  it 
can  only  be  for  want  of  compreheadiiiir  ^^  tr^^ 
meaning.    The  national  oonventioe  never  iatend-^ 
ed.  that  the  French  Republic  should  favour  iasiir- 
rections,  and  espouse  tiie  cause  ef  a  few  sedilioue^ 
persons,  or,  in  a  word,  that  it  diould  emleavour. 
to   excite  disturbances  in  any  neutral  or  friendly 
country  whatever.  This  decree  then  is  applicable 
only  to  those  people  who,  after  having  conquered 
their  liberty,   may  request  the  fratemitjr     and 
assistance  of  the  French  republic^  by  a  solemn 
and  unequivocal:  expression  of  the  general  will. 
France  not  only  ought,  but  wishes  to  respect  the 
independence  of  England,  and  that  also  of  all  ita^ 
allies,  with  whom  it  is  not.  at  war.'' 

On  the  second  point  he  says,  that  he  '^  ba.<^ 
been  charged  to  declare  formally,  that  France  wilf 
not  attack  Holland,  while  that  power  confines 
itself  on  its  part  within  the  bounds  of  strict 
neutrality.** 

And  on  the  third  and  last,  that  ^  the  Britisb' 
government  being  thus  assured  respecting  these 
two  points,  no  pretence  for  the  least  difficulty  can 
remain,  but  on  the  question  of  opening  the 
Scheldt — a  question  irrevocably  decided  by  rea* 
son  and  justice ;  of  little  importance  in  itself, 
and  on  which  the  opinion  of  England^  and  per- 
haps even  that  of  Holland,  are  too  well  known  to 
render  it  difficult  to  make  it  seriously  the  sole 
cause  of  war.  Should  the  British  ministry,  bow- 
ever,  embrace  this  last  motive,  to  induce  them  to 
declare  war  against  France,  would  it  not  then 
be  probable  tliat  their  private  intention  was  to 
bring  about  a  rapture  at  any  rate,  and  to  take 
the  advantage  at  present  of  the  most  futile  of  all 
pretences,  to  colour  an  uiijust  aggression  long 
ago  meditated  ?^' 

To  this  note  of  the  17th,  Lord  GrenviUe 
returned  an  answer,  oa  the  3ist  of  December,, 
in  which,  after  stating  that  he^  M.  Chauvelin, 
^'  cannot  be  acknowledged  in  any  other  character 
than  that  of  minister  from  his  most  christian  ma- 
jesty,'' he  adverts  to  the  explanations  on  thethree- 
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Decree  or  FiuTBRiiiTY.-r^'*  The  Natiooal  CoDventioD  declares,  in  the  Dame  of  the  French  nation,  that  it  will  grant 
fraternity  and  assistance  to  all  people  who  wish  to  recover  their  liberty ;  and  it  charges  the  executire  power  to  send  the 
necessary  ordera  to  the  generals  to  give  assistance  to  such  people,  and  to  defend  those  citizens  who  have  suffered  or  may 
suffer  in  the  cause  of  hberty."  On  the  motion  of  Serjeant,  it  was  resolved,  *^  that  this  decree  be  translated  into,  and  pHnted 
ia  all  languages.'* 

t  Decree  of  the  executive  council  of  France  for  the  free  navigation  of  the  Scheldt  and  Meoie,  November  16»  1792. 
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poiots  referred^  to-  in  M.  Cbauvelin^B  note,  and 
says,  that-intbeexpreesioQS  of  the  decree  of  the 
natioBftl  conyention,  of  the  19th  of  November,  all 
EogUinii  saw  the  formal  declaration  of  a  design 
to  extend  uaiversally  the  new  principles  of  go- 
vernment adopted  in  France,  and  to  encourage 
disorder  and  revolt  in  all  couotries,  even  in  those 
that  are  neutral.  '^  If,^  continues  he,  *^  this  in- 
terpretation, which  yon  r^resent  as  injurious  to 
the  convention,  could  admit  of  any  doubt,  it  is 
but  too  well  justified  by  the  conduct  of  the  con- 
vention itself :  and  the  application  of  these 
principles  to  the  king^s  dominions,  has  been 
•hewn  unequivocally  by  the  public  reception 
given  to  the  promoters  of  sedition  in  this  country; 
and  by  the  speeches  made  to  them  precisely 
at  the  time  of  this  decree,  and  since  on  several 
difierent  occasions;  yety  notwithstanding  all 
iliese  proofs,  supported  by  other  circumstances^ 
which  are  but  too  notorious,  it  would  have  been 
with  pleasure  that  we  should  have  seen  here  such 
explanations,  and  such  a  conduct,  as  would  have 
satisfied  the  dignity  and  honour  ot  England,  with 
vespect  to  what  has  already  passed,  and  would 
have  offered  a  sufficient  security  in  future  for  the 
maintenance  of  that  respect  towards  the  rights, 
the  government,  and  the  tranquillity  of  neutral 
powers,  which  they  have  on  every  account  a^ 
right  to  expect. 

'*  Neither  this  satisfaction,  nor  this  security,. 
is  found  in  the  terms  of  an  explanation,  which 
still  declares  to  the  promoters  of  sedition  in  every 
country,  what  are  the  cases  on  which  they  may 
count  before-hand  on  the  support  and  succour  of 
France ;  and  which  reserves  to  that  country  the 
right  of  mixing  herself  in  our  internal  affairs, 
whenever  she  shall  judge  it  propev ;  and  on  prin- 
ciples incompatible  with  the  political  institutions^ 
of  all  the  countries  in  Europe. 

"On  the  other  two  points  of  your  explana- 
tion,— *  The  declaration  that  France  will  not 
attach  Holland  so  long  as.  that  power  shall  observe 
an  exact  neutrality,'*  is  conceived  nearly  in  the 
same  terms  with  that  made  in  the  month  of  June 
last.  Since  the  first  declaration  was  made,  an 
officer,  stating  himself  to  be  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  French,  ha»  openW  violated  both 
the  territory  and  the  neutrality  of  the  republic, 
in  going  up  the  Scheldt,  to  attack  the  citadel  of 
Antwerp,  notwithstanding  the  determination  of 
tbe  government  not  to  grant  this  passage,  and  the 
formal  protest  by  which  they  opposed  it.  Since 
the  same  declaration  was  made,  the  convention 
has  thought  itself  authorised  to  annul  the  rights 
of  the  republic,  exercised  within  the  limits  of  its 
own  territory,  and  enjoyed  by  virtue  of  the  same 
treaties  by  which  her  independence  is  secured. 
And  at  the  very  moment  wnen,  under  the  name 
of  an  amic|ible  explanation,  you  renew  to  me,  in 
the  same  terms^  the  promise  of  respecting  the 
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allies,  you  announce  to  me,  that  those  in  whose   <■ 

name  you  speak  intend  to  maintain  these  open  Crap.  \lh 
and  injurious  aggressions.  v.^^v^y 

'^  But  I  am  unwilling  to  leave  without  a  1702*8 
more  particular  reply  what  you  say  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Scheldt.  If  it  were  true  that  this 
question  is  in  itself  of  little  importance,  this 
would  only  serve  to  prove  more  clearly,  that  it 
was  brought  forward  only  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
sulting the  allies  of  England,  by  the  infraction 
of  their  neutrality,  and  by  the  violation  of  their 
rights,  which  the  faith  of  treaties  obliges  us  tn 
maintain.  But  you  cannot  be  ignorant  that  heire 
the  utmost  importance  is  attached  to  those  prin- 
ciples which  France  wishes  to  establish  by  this 
proceeding,  and  t9  those  consequences  which 
would  naturally  result  from  them :  and  that  not 
only  those  principles  and  thoseconsequences  will 
never  be  admitted  by  England,  but  that  she  is, 
and  ever  wilt  be,,  ready  to  oppose  them  with  all 
her  force."" 

His  lordship  in  conclusion  says :  '^  If 
France  is  really  desirous  of  maintaining  friend- 
ship and  peace  with  England,  she  must  shew 
herself  disposed  to  renounce  her  views  of  aggres- 
sion and  aggrandizement,  and  to  confine  herself 
within  her  O'wn  territory,  without  insulting  other 
governments^  without  disturbing  their  tranquil- 
lity, without  violating  their  rights.'' 

In  answer  to  this,  the  provisional  executive 
council  of  France  addressed  a  note  to  Lord 
Grenville^  of  the  date  of  the  fourth  of  January, 
in  which  they  confirmed  the  explications  which 
M.  Chauvelin  had  given,  and  repeated,  that  the 
decree  of  November  19  could  not  be  applicable 
but  to  the  sin<;le  case,  where  the  general  will  of  a 
nation,  clearly  and  unequivocally  expressed, 
should  call  for  the  assistance  and  fraternity  of  the 
French  nation  ;  and  conclude  by  saying :  **  The 
executive  council  declares,  not  that  it  may  appear 
to  yield  to  some  expressions  of  threatening  lan- 
guage, but  only  to  render  homage  to  truth,  that 
the  French  republic  does  not  mean  to  establish 
itself  an  universal  arbiter  of  the  treatise  which 
bind  nations  together.  It  equally  knows  to  re- 
spect other  governments,  and  to  take  care  tiiat  it 
may  make  ita  own  respected.  It  does  not  wish 
to  give  law  to  any  one,  and  it  will  never  suffer 
any  one  to  give  laws  to  it.  It  has  renounced,  and 
stiU  renounces  all  conquest ;  and  its  occupying 
the  Netherlands  will  continue  no.  longer  than  the 
war,  and  during  that  time  which  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  Belgians  to  secure  and  consolidate 
their  liberty  ;  after  which,  provided  they  be  inde- 
pendent and  happy^  Fra^c^  will  be  aiifliciently, 
rewarded. 

<<  When  that  nation  shall  find  itself  in  tli» 
full  possession  of  its  liberty,  and  when  Hs  general 
will  may  be  declared  legally  and  unfetteredj^then. 
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BOOK    I.  if  England  and  Holland  still  affix  any  importance 

— t©  the  opening   of   the   Scheldt,  the  executive 

GiiAP.  VII.  ceuncii  wiH  leave  that  afiair  to  a  direct  negocia- 
tion  livith  the  Belgians.  If  the  Belgians,  through 
any  motive  whatever,  shall  consent  to  deprive 
themselves  of  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt, 
France  will  not  oppose  it.  It  will  respect  their 
independence  even  in  tbeir  f^rrors, 

^^  After  so  free  a  declaration,  which  mani- 
fests the  purest  designs  of  peace,  the  ministers 
of  his  Britannia  Miyesty  ought  to  entertain  no 
doubt  respecting  the  intentions  of  France.  But 
if  these  explanations  appear  to  them  insufficient, 
and  if  we  are  sfdl  obliged  to  hear  the  language 
of  haughtiness,  and  if  hostile  preparations  are 
continued  in  the  ports  of  England,  after  haTing 
done  every  thing  in  our  power  to  maintain  peace, 
we  will  prepare  for  war,  conscious,  at  least,  of 
the  justice  f>(  our  cause,  and  of  the  efforts  we 
have  made  to  avoid  that  extremity.  We  shall 
combat  with  regret  the  English,  wliom  we 
esteem,  but  we  shall  combat  them  without 
fear." 

Lord  Grenville,  in  a  second  letter,  dated  the 
18th  of  January,  signified  to  M.  Chauvelin,  that 
be  found  nothing  satisfactory  in  the  paper  from 
the  executive  council — that  to  threaten  Britain 
with  a  declaration  of  war,  because  she  had  adopted 
for  her  own  safety  such  "precautions  as  already 
existed  in  France,  might  be  considered  as  a  new 
ground  of  offence — ^that  he  had  already  informed 
him  what  those  dispositions  were  which  alone 
could  maintain  peace — and  that,  under  present 
circumstinces,  Britain  would  continue  those 
measures  which  might  be  necessary  for  pro- 
tecting the  tranquillity  and  rights  of  tlie  country^ 
and  those  of  her  aHies ;  and  for  setting  a  barrier 
to  those  views  of  aggrandizement  which  had 
become  the  more  dangerous,  as  being  supported 
by  the  propagation  of  principles  destructive  of 
all  social  order. 

This  correspondence  was  closed  on  the  24th 
of  January,  three  days  after  the  execution  of 
Louis  XVI.  by  the  following  letter  from  Lord 
Grenville  to  M.  Chauvelin,  ordering  him  out  of 
the  country : — 

**  I  am  charged  to  aodfjr  to  you,  Sir,  that  the  character 
vnth  which  voo  had  been  invested  at  this  court,  and  the 
fanctions  of^^  which  have  been  so  lonff  suspended,  being 
BOW  entirelj  termiaated  by  the  fatal  death  of  his  most 
christiau  majettj,'  you  have  no  longer  any  public  cha- 
racter here. 

'*  The  king  can  no  longer,  after  such  an  event,  per- 
mit your  residence  here.  His  majesty  has  thought  fit  to 
order  that  you  should  retire  from  this  kio^om  within  the 
term  of  eight  da^s ;  and  I  herewith  transmit  io  you  a  copy 
of  the  order  which  hit  mijestv,  in  his  priv^  council,  baa 
l^ven  to  this  eflfect. 

^^  I  send  yon  a  passport  lor  yonraelfand  your  suite, 
and  I  shall  not  fail  to  take  all  the  other  necessary  steps^  in 


order  that  you  may  return  to  France  with  all  the  attentions 
which  are  due  to  the  character  of  minister-plenipotf  ntiary 
from  bis  most  christian  majesty,  which  you  nave  exercised 
at  this  court.  (Signed) 

CUENVILLE." 

From  the  portentous  aspect  of  public  affairs, 
his  majesty  haa  heen  adviseii  to  assemble  parlia- 
ment at  an  earlier  period  than  usual,  ana,  four 
days  after  the  date  of  the  above  letter,  a  message 
was  sent  by  the  king  to  hoth  houses  of  parlia- 
ment, sufficiently  indicative  of  the  approaching 
storm.  The  message  was  couched  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  :— 

"  Gborgb  R. 

"  His  majesty  has  given  directions  for  laying  before 
the  house  of  commons  copies  of  several  papers  which 
have  been  received  from  M.  Chauvelin,  late  minister  pleni- 
potentiary from  the  most  christian  king,  by  his  majesty's 
secretary  of  state  for  forei^  affiurs,  and  of  the  answers 
returned  thereto ;  and  likewise  a  copy  of  an  order  made  by 
his  majestv  in  council,  and  tranamjU^  by  bis  majesty's  com- 
mand to  the  said  M  Chauvelin,  in  consequence  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  atrocious  act  recently  perpetrated  at  Paris. 

**  In  the  present  situation  of  afiairs,  his  majesty  thinks 
it  indispensably  necessary  1o  make  a  further  augmenCaiion 
of  his  torces  by  sea  and  land ;  and  relies  on  the  known  affec- 
tion and  zeal  of  the  house  of  commons,  to  enable  his  ma-, 
jesty  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures,  in  the  present  im- 
portant conjuncture,  for  maintaining  the  security  and  rights 
of  his  own  dominions;  for  supporting  his  allies ;  and  for 
opposing  those  views  of  agcjandizementand  ambition  on  the 
part  of  France,  whicli  would  be  at  all  limes  dansferoua  to  the 
(general  interests  of  Europe ;  but  are  peculiarly  so,  when 
connected  witli  the  propagation  of  principles  which  lead  to 
the  violation  of  the  most  sacred  duties,  andnre  utterly  sob- 
V4?rsire  of  the  peace  and  order  of  all  civil  society. 

The  national  convention  and  executive  coun- 
cil became  serigusly  alarmed  at  the  hostile  dispo- 
sition manifested  by  the  English  cabinet.  A  naval 
war  was  greatly  to  be  dreaded^  more  especially 
at  a  period  when  the  nobles,  who  seem  to  have 
been  exclusively  consecrated  to  the  sea-service^ 
had  emigrated  in  immense  numbers  fi*om  their 
native  country.  The  forlorn  state  of  the  colonies 
too  was  a  continual  subject  of  grief,  and  even  of 
despair,  as  the  possessions  of  the  republic  on  tliB 
continent  of  Asia  were  exposed  to  an  easy  con- 
quest by  land,  while  the  sugar  islands^  in  case  of  a 
war,  must  injevitably  fall  a  prey  to  superior  fleets. 
Nor  was  it  forgotten,  that  the  immense  wealth  of 
this  nation  would  enable  her  to  continue  the  con- 
test with  many  obvious  advantages,  both  in  the 
East  and  West  Indies ;  while  her  subsidies  might 
unite  the  discordant  interests  of  rival  powers, 
and  enable  the  armies  of  the  European  sovereigns 
to  persevere  also  in  the  conflict. 

Actuated  by  these  considerations,  it  was  ac- 
cordingly determined  to  make  great  sacrifices  to 
insure  peace,*and  a  person,  who  had  been  employed 
before  on  a  confidential  mission^  was  once  more 
aeot  to  London  with  proposab  for  an  accommoda- 
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tion.*  These  are  smcI  to  haye  embraced  every 
sulgeet  in  dispute  between  the  two  nations,  and 
tix  hare  e?en  included  the  evacuation  of  Savoy 
and  Belgium ;  but,  unhappily  for  the  cause  of 
humanity,  Maret  experienced  the  fate  of  Chau- 
▼elin,  and  was  forced  to  leave  England  without 
disclosing  the  particulars  of  his  mission. 

On  tbiSy  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  vindicate 
the  dignity  of  the  new  republic  by  force  of  arms ; 
nnd  Briesoti  the  organ  of  the  committees  for 
naval  and  diplomatic  affiurs,  and  for  the  general 
d^mce,  presented  ^  phin  of  a  decree  to  the 
Bational  convention,  in  whidh  were  detailed  the 
motives  for  the  commencement  of  hostilities : 
these  consisted  of  the  withdrawing  of  the  English 
ambassador  from  Paris;  the  discontinuance  of 
all  official  correspondence  with  the  French  minis- 
ter at  London ;  the  refusal  to  acknowledge  the 
{provisional  execQtive  council,  instituted  by  the 
egislative  assembly,  as  well  as  the  national  con- 
vention and  the  republic ;  the  embargo  laid  on 
corn  intended  to  be  exported  to  France;  the 
probibkion  of  assi^nats;  the  alien  bill;  the  pro- 
tection and  pecuniary  succours  afforded  to  the 
emigrants ;  and  lastly,  the  order  for  the  ambas- 
sador of  France  to  quit  tte  dominions  of  Great 
Britain  vrithin  the  space  of  eight  days.f 

The  complaints  against  Holland  were  solely 
confined  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  was  s^id 
to  have  treated  the  agents  of  France  with  conr 
tempt ;  to  have  welcomed  the  emigrants  ;  to  have 
maltreated  the  patriots ;  to  have  liberated  the 
forgers  of  assi^nais;  to  have  prdered  a  Dutch 
squadron  to  jom  the  English,  by  whom  he  wa3 
influenced  :  to  have  opeMd  a  loan  to  support  the 
expenses  oi  the  war ;  and  to  have  obstructed  the 
exportation  of  provisions  to  France,  while  he 
favoured  the  supply  of  the  Prussian  and  Austrian 
magazines.  Considering  these  grievances  as 
tantamount  to  acts  of  hostility,  and  equivalent 
to  a  formal  declaration  for  that  purpose,  the 
national  convention  decreed,  on  the  first  of 
February,  that  the  French  Republic  was  at  war 
with  the  Kini?  of  England  and  the  Stadtholder 
of  the  United  Provinces. 

On  the  11th  of  the  same  month,  a  manifesto 
against  France  was  drawn  up  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  and  signed  at  tiie  queen^s  house, 
reciting,  **  that  divers  mjurious  proceedings  l/^ad 


lately  taken  place  there,  in  derogation  of  his  BOOK  I, 
majesty's  crovm,  and  the  just  rights  of  his  peo- 


pie,''  and  th^t  *^  several  unjust  seizures  had  been  ^b^^*-  ^^^ 
made  of  the  ships  and  goods  of  his  majesty's  '-fl"^>^ 
subjects,''   followed    afterwai^ds   '*  by   an  open      ^'^^ 
declaration  of  war  against  his  mijesty  and  bis 
ally  the  republic  of  the  United  Provinces."    The 
King  of  ureat  Britain,  therefore,  being  deter- 
mined to  adopt  such  measures  as  are  necessary 
for  ^'  vindicating  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and 
procuring   reparation    and   satisfaction   to   his 
injured  subjects,"    was   pleased   to  order  that 
*^  general  reprisals  be  granted  against  the  ships, 
goods,  and  sulyects  of  France." 

Thus  %  new  i^fid  disastrous  conflict  took 
place,  from  the  guilt  and  odium  of  which  the 
ruling  parties  in  both  nations  have  anxiously 
endeavoured  to  vindicate  themselves.  On  this 
subject  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  shutting  up 
of  the  Scheldt,  one  of  the  ostensible  causes  of 
the  war,  had  been  repeatedly  guaranteed  by  all 
the  ereat  maritime  states  of  Europe,  and  by 
England  and  France  in  particular.  That  the 
new  republic  had  violated  this  guarantee,  not 
only  by  an  express  decree  of  the  executive 
council,  but  also  by  an  armed  squadron  fitted  out 
for  this  Tcry  purpose,  is  notorious ;  though  the 
question  still  remains  to  be  decided,  whether 
this  infraction  affprded  a  just  cause  for  war ;  but 
supposing  this  treaty  to  have  been  strictly  bind- 
ing, Holland,  in  whose  favour  the  restriction 
had  been  originally  obtained,  appears  to  haye 
waved  her  claim  to  its  enforcement,  and  to  have 
been  greatly  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  a  contest, 
which  might  in  the  event,  and  which  actually  did, 
involve  both  her  commerce  and  her  independence 
in  one  common  ruin. 

The  next  great  object  in  dispute  was  the 
decree  implicating  neutrals  as  well  as  hostile 
powers,  and  which  was  but  too  well  calculated  ^ 
to  give  alarm  to  every  government  in  Europe, 
because  it  officiously  held  out  a  pretext  for  inter- 
ference in  domestic  quarrels,  and  afforded  hopes 
of  encouragement  and  protection  to  the  disaf- 
fected of  all  nations.  Attempts  were  indeed 
made  to  qualify  this  declaration,  by  limiting  the 
assistance  proipised  to  such  general  insurrections 
as  had  occurred  in  Holland  at  one  period,  and 
in  England  at  another ;    but  it  is  greatly  to  be 


M.  Maret,  afterwards  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Emperor  Napoleon, 
t  In  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  naTigation  betweeit  his  Britannic  Bfajeaty  and  the  miwt  Chriatian  King,  signed  at 


the  subjects  of  each  of  the  two  parties,  residing  in  tlbe  dominions  of  the  other,  shall  ha?e  the  privilege  of  remaining  and 
contimiing  their  trade  therein,  without  any  manner  of  disturbance,  so  long  as  they  bebsTe  peaceably,  and  commit  no 
offence  against  the  laws  and  ordinances ;  and  in  case  their  condilct  should  render  them  suspected,  and  the  respective  ^vem- 
ments  shiiuld  be  obliged  to  order  them  to  remove,  the  lermjof  iwdve^manik*  shall  be  allowed  them  for  thai  purpose,  m  order 
that  they  may  renore  with  their  effects  and  property,  wjiether  intrusted  to  individuals  or  to  (he  state.  At  the  same  tinM  it  is 
to  be  understood,  thai  this  favour  is  not  to  be  extended  to  those  who  act  contrary  to  tha  established  laws.*' 
(No.  5.)  R 
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BOOK  I.  lamented  that  the  national  conv^Dtion  did  tkot 

either  iFvholly  rescind  this  obnoxious  decree,  or 

'€nAP.  VII.  at  least  limit  its  operation  to  enemies  alone.  It 
^^^^^^-^^  was  equally  unfortunate,  on  the  other  band,  that  the 
1793  English  ministry,  by  withdrawing  an  acknow- 
ledged diplomatic  agent  from  Pans,  and  by  first 
'refusin<;  to  recognize,  and  then  sending  away, 
an  ambassador  duly  authorised  by  the  executive 
council,  should  not  only  have  exhinited  a  marked 
hostility  to  the  new  form  of  government  adopted 
by  an  independent  nation,  but  also  cut  off  all 
regular  means  of  direct  communication. 

Posterity,  either  entirely  devoid  of,  or  at  least 
less  agitated  by  the  passions  of  the  present  duy, 
will  be  better  able  than  ourselves  to  appreciate 


the  conduct  of  those  who  at  this  period  presided 
in  the  counfcils  of  the  two  rival  nations.  But 
even  now  it  will  appear,  perhaps,  to  candid  and 
dispassionate  men,  that  both  were  to  blame ;  the 
convention,  for  its  obstinate  adherence  to  the 
offensive  decree  of  fraternity,  as  well  as  for  its 
ill-timed  agitation  of  the  question  relative  to  th^ 
opening  of  the  Scheldt ;  and  the  English  mhiis* 
try,  for  a  precipitate  declaration  of  war,  iu  con* 
sequence  of  the  contumelious  expulsion  of  the 
diplomatic  agent  of  France,  an  act  of  unusual 
rigour,  which,  while  it  embittered  existing  enmi^ 
ties,  at  the  same  time  precluded  the  possiDility  of 
compromise  or  accommodation » 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

Irruption  into  Holland — Siege  of  Willidmstadt — Defeat  of  the  French  in  Flandm — Dumouriez 
retreats  from  Holland — Battle  of  Nerwin^en — Defection  of  Dumouriez  from  the  Cause  of  the 
Republic-^Enters  into  a  Treaty  mith  the  Prince  de  Cobourg — Commissioners  sent  to  arrest  Du* 
mouriez — The  French  General  sends  them  as  Hostages  to  the  Austrians-^The  French  Army  desert 
Dumouriez — His  Flight. 


IT  was  now  ('etermined  to  carry  the  arms 
of  France  into  Holland,  and  to  extinguish  the 
influence  of  Great  Britain  in  that  country;  and 
,the  various '  preparations  for  this  purpose  were 
made  with  so  much  celerity  by  Dumouriez,  that 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days  he  was  ready  to 
commence  hostilities.  Previously  to  the  invasion, 
the  French  general  addressed  a  declaration  to 
.the  inhabitants,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  sepa- 
rate the  interests .  of  the  republic  from  those  of 
the  stadtholder,  and  in  which  he  says,  '^  The 
Belgians  already  consider  us  as  their  deliverers, 
and  I  hope  you  will  soon  call  us  yours  also.^' 

On  the  I7th  of  February,  the  French 
army  took  the  field.  The  troops  collected  for 
the  conquest  of  Holland  were  composed  of  no 
.more  than  twenty-one  battalions,  two  of  which 
only  were  of  the  line,  and  of  these  one  had  never 
been  in  action.  As  the  regiments  were  incom- 
plete, the  whole  amounted  to  but  thirteen  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  men ;  many  of  the  soldiers 
were  boys  from  thirteen  to  sixteen  years  of  age, 
while  no  more  than  eight  battalions  possessed 
fields  pieces.  The  cavalry  did  not  exceed  a  thou- 
sand. As.  a  party  was  ready  to  declare  in  favour 
of  the  French  on  their  entrance  into  the  Dutch 
territories,  and  success  in  a  great  measure  de- 
pended on  the  celerity  of  their  movements,  Du- 
mouriez had  not  time  either  to  disclpiiue  or  to 
organize  his  troops ;  but  they  were  full  of  ardour 
and  replete  with  confidence. 

Every  thing  being  at  length  ready,  General 


Bemeron  was  ordered  to  advance  with  the  van- 
guard, and  di|^patch  Lieutenant-colonel  Daendels^ 
a  Dutch  patriot  iu  the  service  of  France,  to  Mor- 
dyck,  on  purpose  to  detain  all  the  boats  in  that 
neighbourhood,  as  well  as  to  throw  a  bridge  over 
the  Merk,  with  a  view  to  keep  lip  the  communis' 
cation.  But  as  these  instructions  were  net  exe- 
cuted in  time,  the  Dutch  embraced  this  oppor- 
tunity of  carrying  all  the  small  vessels  to  the 
other  side,  under  the  protection  of  three  armed 
shallops  stationed  near  Dort.  On  receiving  this 
intelligence,  Berneron  aad  Daendels  were  im- 
mediately enjoined  to  advance,  while  General 
D'Arcon  with  the  right  wing  formed  the  blockade 
of  Breda,  and  Colonel  le  Clerc  with  the  left 
invested  Bergen-op-Zoom  and  Steenberg.  On 
tills,  the  governors  of  the  two  last  places  imme- 
diately abandoned  all  their  out-posts;  and  the 
fort  of  Blaw-Sluygf,  near  Steenberg,  being  taken, 
the  garrison  of  the  latter  was  summoned  ;  while 
that  of  Bergen- op-Zoom  hazarded  a  few  sa11i^^> 
which  were  only  productive  of  deserters,  who 
immediately  entered  into  the  battalions  formed  by 
their  countrymen. 

In  conformity  to  bis  original  plan,  the  com' 
mander- in-chief  now  moved  forward  between  the 
two  wings  with  the  rear-division  of  the  army,  to 
Sevenbergen,  and  gave  orders  to  besiepe 
Klundert  and  Williamstadt  immediately ;  while- 
Daendels,  by  advancing  to  Nordschantz,  was  to 
cut  oiT  all  intercourse  between  them.  During 
the  period  that  a  flotilla  was  preparing  under  bis 
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directions  to  carry  his  troops  across  the  Mordyok, 
be '  ordered  General   D' Arcon  to  attack  .Bre^a. 
This  place,  T?bich  bad  always  beea  oonsidered  as 
strong,  besides  being  provided  with  two  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon,  possessed  an  excellent  palisade, 
and  was  protected  by  means  of  an  inundatipo. 
The  garrison    consisted   of   two   thousand  two 
hundred  infantry,  and  a  regiment  of  dragoons; 
but  the  Count  de    Ryland,  the  governor,    was 
totally  ignorant  of  military  affairs,  while  the  in- 
habitants were  strongly  attached  to  the  French 
party.   '  After  the  bombardment  had  continued 
three  days,  during  which  period  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  was  kept  up  with  great  briskness,  it  was 
found  that  sixty  bombs  only  remained,  and  that 
the  siege  must  inevitably  be  raised  as  soon  as 
these  were  expended.     In  this  dilemma,  Colonel 
Philip  Deyaux,  one  of  the  aides'de'campy  entered 
the  place    with    a    flag  of  truce,  on  the  3d  of 
March,  and  announced  that  General  Dumouriez 
wsis  expected    to    arrive   immediately  with  the 
^hole  of  bis  army,  after  which  the  garrison  must 
not  hope  for  quarter.     The.  governor  was  so  ter^ 
rified  with  this  threat,  that,  scarcely  taking  time 
to  consult  his  officers,  he  instantly  capitulated, 
and  was  allowed  all  the  honours  of  war:     Thus, 
vrith  a  detachment  of  only  three  thousand  eight 
hundred  men,  one  of  the  strongest  towns  in  Hol- 
land was  taken  in  the  course  of  a  few  days :  two 
.hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  artillery,  three  hun^- 
dred  thousand  weight  of  giin- powder,  five  thou- 
sand muakets,  and  five  vessels,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  victors  ;  some  of  whom  had  carried  their 
.temerity  so  far,  during  the  siege,  as  to  dance  the 
carmagnol  on  the  glacis  opening  to  that  part  of  the 
fortification  which  was  not  inundated. 

Nor  did  the  success  of  the  French  arms  stop 
here,  for  KUindert  surrendered  two  days  after- 
ivards.  The  commandant,  who  was  a  German 
lieutenant- colonel,  defended  the  place  with  great 
bravery,  ,  notwithstanding  the  garrison  did  not 
exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  soldiers  ;  but  after 
keeping  up  a  smart  fire  for  several  -days,  on 
perceiving  that  he  could  no  longer  shelter  his 
men,  he  determined  to  nail  up  his  cannon,  and 
retire  with  sucli  of  the  troops  as  remained  alive, 
to  Williamstadt.  While  attempting  to  execute 
this  enterprise,  h^  was  intercepted  bv  a  detach- 
ment of  Batavians,  commanded  by  Liieutenant- 
colonel  Hartmann,  whom  he  killed  with  his  own 
hand;  but  he  himself  soon  after  experienced  a 
similar  fa(e.  Pifty-three  pieces  of  cannon,  a  few 
mortars,  with  a  large  quantity  of  bombs,  bullets, 
and  powder,  were  found  in  the  place  ;  and  while 
the  French  became  animated  by  such  easy  con.- 
quests,  consternation  and  dismay  spread  th.rottgh- 
out  Holland. 

Berneron  now  received  orders  to  lay  siege 
to  Williamstadt,  while  D' Arcon  advanced  against 
Gertruydcnberg.     The  latter  ivas  immediately 
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attacked  by  means  of  a  few  cannon  and  some  BOOK   I. 

mortars,,  broij^ght  from  Breda,   and  after  a  tew • 

shots  had  been  fired,  Colonel  Devaux  entered  Chap. VIII, 
with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  prevailed  on  the 
governor,  Msgor-general  Bedaux,  upwards  of 
eighty  years  of  age,  to  capitulate  and  accept  the 
honours  of  war  in  return  for  the  surrender  of  the 
place.  By  this  new  acquisition  the  French  ac- 
quired one  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon^ 
two  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  gun-powder, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  new  muskets,  and, 
what  was  still  more  essential,  they  at  the  same 
time  obtained  a  good  harbour,  and  more  than 
thirty  vessels  of  different  sizes  for  the  transport 
of  their  troops. 

The  siege  of  Williamstadt  however  was  not 
so  prosperous  as  had  been  expected.  This  place, 
rendered  strong  both  by  nature  and  art,  could 
be  attacked  only  in  one  part,  which  exhibits  but 
a  small  front  to  the  assailants,  while  supplies  of 
both  men  and  provisions  might  be  thrown  in  at 
any  time.  In  addition  to  these  advantages,  the 
garrison  waa  encouraged  by  the  presence  of  its 
ffallant  governor,  the  Baron  de  Boetzelaer ;  and 
aided  by  some  British  gun- boats,  and  by  the  land- 
ing of  a  body  of  guards  under  the  command  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  the  second  son  of  the  King  of 
England.  Dumouriez,  who  imagined  that  the 
works  had  been  erected  at  too  great  a  distance^ 
sent  thither  Dubois  de  Crance,  and  Marescut, 
who  traced  out  a  battery  within  two  hundred 
yards  of  the  walls ;  but  the  Dutch  made  a  suc- 
cessful sally,  and  these  two  engineers  were  both 
killed  on  the  spot. 

Notwithstanding  the  coiirage  displayed  by 
the  Besieged,  and  the  arrival  of  assistance  from 
an  ally,  the  French  were  still  able  to  attempt  a 
passage  from  Mordyck,  where  Dumouriez  had 
prepared  a  flotilla,  and  ^o  contend  for  the  pos- 
session of  lloUand.  They  already  occupied  the 
.fortresses  of  Breda,  Klundert,  and  Gf^rtniy- 
denberg,.  in  which  strong  garrisons  might  be 
placed  for  jthe  purpose  of  securing  their  rear, 
.while  a  body  of  troops  under  General  (fe  Flers 
could  continue  the  blockade  of  Steenberg  and 
Bergen -op- Zoom  at  pleasure.  The  commander- 
in-chief  accordingly  proposed  to  embark  his  van- 
guard at  Roowaert,  and  dent  his  right  division 
from. Gertruy  den  berg,  where  he  had  found  a  great 
number  of  vessels  admirably  adapted  for  Ms  pur- 
pose ;  and  as  the  distance  to  Dort  was  not  great, 
he  hoped  to  effect  it  by  fortifyiitg  an  interme- 
diate isle  with  cannon  of  large  dimensions,  on 
'purpose  to  keep  off  the  armed  vessels  belonging 
to  the. enemy. 

The  necessary  preparations  b'ejng  made,  it 

was  determined  to  attempt  tbi^  passage  during 

the  ^ight;   but  an  event  occuiTcd  in  the  mean 

.time  that    saved   HJlIand  from  the  miseries  of 

invasion^    gavQ   a   short  respite  to  the  Orange 
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BOOK  I.  party,  entirely  changed  the  nature  of  the  war^ 

and  at  length  forced  the  French  to  retire  irifhin 

€uAP.VIIL  their  own  temtories. 

The  army  which  had  so  lately  chased  the 
Austrians  from  the  Low-countries,  and  Appeared 
destined  to  prevent  their  return,  was  not  only 
dispirited  by  the  absence  of  its  leader,  but  ren- 
dered  incapable  of  active  operations  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  disputed  that  prevailed  among  the 

f generals.  Miranda,  in  pursuance  of  orders,  had 
aid  siege  to  Maestricht,  ahd  commenced  a  ter* 
rible  bombardment,  which  set  fire  to  that  city  in 
several  parts.  The  defence,  however,  was  far 
more  vigorous  than  had  been  expected ;  for  a 
body  of  French  emigrants,  who  expected  little 
mercy  in  case  their  countrymen  should  triumph, 
had  thrown  themselves  into  the  place,  under  the 
command  of  M.  d^Aufichamp,  and  displayed 
equal  skill  and  bravery  in  the  course  of  the  siege. 
General  Chnmpmorin  had  also  failed  in  his 
attempt  to  obtain  possession  of  Yenloo;  for 
although  he  had  taken  the  forts  of  Stevenswert, 
and  St.  Michel,  on  the  Meuse,  he  had  been  anti* 
cipated  in  his  design  by  the  Prussians,  who  im* 
mediately  occupied  the  place. 

While  the  Generals  Valence,  Stengel,  and 
Dainpierre,  remained  in  their  cantonments  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Li^ge  and  Aix-la-Ohapelle, 
the  Prince  de  Cobourg,  an  officer  who  had  dis- 
tinguished himself  dutirtg  the  war  against  the 
Turks,  arrived  at  Cologne,  and  assumed  the 
command  of  the  Austrian  forces.  Having  learned 
that  disunion  prevailed  among  the  leaders  of 
the  enemy's  army,  and  discontent  among  iht 
troops,  he  immediately  collected  his  arnly,  and 
determined  to  commence  bis  military  career  by 
some  brilliant  exploit. 

General  Clairfayt  accordingly  passed  the 
Roer  during  the  night^)f  the  2Sth  of  April,  and 
not  only  repulsed  the  French  army  both  on  thie 
side  of  Duren  and  Juliers,  but  compelled  it  to 
retreat  beyond  Aldenhoven,  with  the  loss  of  two 
thousand  men  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  pri- 
soners, twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  thirteen  ammn- 
nitioh- waggons,  and  the  military  chest.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Austrian  commander-in-chief 
penetrated  tbrough  Aldenhbven,  without  exne- 
riencing  any  obsCructions  whaterer,  and  nve 
days  after  obtained  a  decisive  victory  over  the 
enemy,  whom  he  chased  before  him. 

The  French,  who  remained  in  cantonments, 
and  had  not  ais  yet  any  central  position  assigned 
where  tbe]f  might  assemble,  immediately  fell 
back  on  Uege,  without  fighting.  General  Le- 
veneur,  who  presided  over  the  attack  at  Maes- 
tricht, on  the  side  of  Wyck,  deemed  himself 
fortunate  in  being  able  to  carry  away  his  cannon, 
and  cross  the  Meuse,  while  General  Miranda  was 
under  the  necessity'  of  entirely  relinquishing  the 
siege.      Lieuteoant-geiiei'al  iLanoue  was   also 


obliged  to  retreat  from  Aix-la-Chapotte,  aftev 
being  beaten  at  Aldenhoven :  and  General  Va« 
lence  with  some  dificuhy  saved  a  column  of 
twenty-seven  battalions,  by  a  vigoroaa  charge  of 
cavalry,  in  the  ploiD  of  TongreSh  The  impe^ 
rialists  having  thus  relieved  MaeMricht,  crossed 
the  Mease,  and  entered  liege,  where  they  seised 
all  the  magazines  belonging  to  the  French,  and 
got  possession  of  the  Nothing  for  the  troops ; 
the  Prussians  at  the  same  time  obliged  General 
Champmorin  to  evacuate  Stevenswert  and  Fort 
St.  Michael,  and  fall  back  on  Diesi ;  in  conse^ 
quence  of  which,  the  cottTse  of  the  lower  Meuse 
was  subject  to  their  controal,  and  had  they  perse- 
vered, and  penetrated  either  by  Antwerp  or  Bois- 
le-Duc,  the  retreat  of  the  army  in  Holland  would 
bare  been  entirely  cut  ofi^  or  at  least  rendered 
equivocal.  In  short,  ihe  defeat  of  tberepublicaa 
troops  in  the  Low-Countries  was  so  complete^ 
that,  excepting  the  battering  artillery,  nothiag 
was  saved;  desertion  immediately  aucceeded, 
and  more  than  ten  thousand  men  retired  amidst 
the  general  confusion. 

Dumouriez,  wbose  enterprising  apirit  bad 
led  him  to  expect  the  speedy  conquest  of  Holland, 
was  awakened  from  his  dream  of  glory,  by  the 
unwelcome  tidings  of  a  fugitive  arny,  arnd  a  viC' 
torious  foe.  After  a  short  struggle,  h«  however 
obeyed  the  orders  of  the  council  at  E'iaris,  and 
set  out  on  the  0th  of  April  for  Flanders,  leaving 
the  troops  under  the  command  of  General  de 
Flers,  with  directions  to  attempt  the  passage 
from  Gertruydenberg,  and  in  case  of  success  to 
wait  at  Dort,  where  he  was  to  receive  further  in- 
structions. But  the  arrival  of  the  English  forces 
in  Holland,  the  check  received  by  the  g^nd  army, 
and  the  sudden  departure  of  Dumouriez,  rendered 
the  invaders  dispirited.  De  Flers,  instead  of 
effecting  a  descent,  found  it  necessary,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  approach  of  the  Prussians,  to 
throvr  himself  into  Breda,  vrith  six  battalions  of 
.infantry,  and  two  hundred  horse,  while  Colonel 
Tifly  garrisoned  Gertruydenberg,  with  three 
battalions,  and  five  hundred  cavalry.  The  rest  of 
the  army  was  conducted  to  Antwerp,  under  the 
command  of  the  Colonels  Devaux  and  Thouve- 
Bot,  who  evacuated  the  batteries  of  Mordyck 
without  loss«  destroyed  the  fortifications  of 
.Klundert,  and  prevented  the  troops,  now  greatly 
dispirited,  from  flying  in^disorder. 

Thus  termniated  the  expedition  against  Hd* 
land,  the  idea  of  -which  was  conceived,  and  tlie 
plan  carried  into  execution,  within  the  space  of 
a  few  days.  The  success  of  this  irruption  was  at 
^rst  far  greater  than  it  deserved ;  for  the  French 
were  actually  destitute  of  cannon  and  ammuni,- 
tion,  and  had  it  not  tieen  for  the  unexpected  sur- 
render of  Gertruydenberg  and  Breda,  Dumooriey 
must  hate  retired  before  in  disgrace. 
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During  this  period,  the  progress  of  the 
French  arms  in  Germany  in  a  great  measure 
ceased  to  be  either  brilliant  or  prosperous* 
Custine  had  been  unable  to  preyent  the  Hes- 
sians from  rendezTOttsing  at  Coblentz,  whither 
the  King  of  Prussia  also  directed  his  march,  and 
Vfho  not  only  occupied  the  two  banks  of  the 
Lahn,  but  forced  the  French  general  to  aban- 
don Francforty  and  shut  himself  up  within  the 
walls  of  Mentz. 

While  the  blockade  of  Mentz  was  conducted 
in  a  languid  manner  during  the  winter  by  the 
Prussians,  the .  French  appear  to  have  remained 
on  the  defensive ;  but  they  resumed  offensive 
operations  early  in  the  sprins^,  and  endeavoured 
to  make  up  by  celerity  their  ^ficiency  in  respect 
to  numbers.  Custine  accordingly  made  an  irrup- 
tion into  the  territories  of  the  Duke  of  Deux 
Ponts,  and  suddenly  took  possession  of  his  resi- 
dence of  Calsberg  ;  their  serene  highnesses  escap- 
ing with  great  difficulty.  But  the  tide  of  war 
now  set  in  in  a  contrary  direction,  and  the  three- 
coloured  flag,  which  had  so  lately  flaunted  in 
triumph  along  the  Rhine  and  Maine,  was  doomed 
in  its  turn  to  experience  humiliation.  Konig- 
fitein,  with  its  garrison  of  four  hundred  and  forty 
men,  surrendered  to  the  Prussians ;  Worms  was 
evacuated ;  and  part  of  the  magazines  at  Bingen, 
Kreutznach,  and  Nierstein,  seized. 

Nor  was  this  all,  for  the  states  of  the  empire 
had  at  length  declared  war  against  France ; 
and  the  diet  of  Ratisbon,  in  consequence  of  the 
menaces  of  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  had 
ordained  ^^  a  junction  of  arms,"  and  voted  the 
necessary  contingents. 

These  adverse  and  unexpected  disasters 
greatly  disconcerted  Dumouriez  ;  aware  however 
of  his  critical  situation,  and  conscious  that  he  had 
no  time  to  lose  in  unavailing  regret,  he  repaired, 
after  having  issued  orders  to  arrest  the  deserters, 
and  collect  the  fugitives,  to  the  head-quarters  at 
Liouvain,  where  he  introduced  a  new  system  of 
subordination  into  the  army,  which  was  still  for- 
midable in  point  of  numbers,  and  amounted  to 
forty  thousand  infantry,  and  four,  thousand  five 
hundred  cavalry.  General  Valence  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  right,  the  Duxe 
of  Chartres  of  the  centre,  and  Greneral  Miranda 
of  the  left.  Under  these  served  the  Generals 
Dampierre,  Champmorin,  and  Neuilly ;  the  re- 
serve was  commanded  by  General  Chancel,  and 
the  advanced-guard  by  General  LaMarche. 

Having  re-taken  Tirlemont  from  the  Aus- 
trians,  who  re-crossed  the  Gette,  and  occupied 
the  heights  of  l9eerlanden,*Nerwinden,  Middle- 
winden,and  Oberwinden,  ^e  French  commander- 
in-chief  advanced  once  more  against  them,  and 
seized  en  Gotzenhoven,  which  he  maintained 
during  an  engagement  of  eight  hours  between 
(No.  6.) 


the  two  advanced-guards^  supported  by  the  main  BOOK  !• 
body  of  each  of  the  hostile  armies.  . 

Dumouriez,  encouraged  with  this  success,  Ghap.VIIU 
determined  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy,  and  he  ^*^^^^^ 
was  induced  to  adopt  this  decisive  measure  as      ^'^^ 
well  by  the  hope  of  impeding  their  further  pro- 
gress, as  of  preventing  them  from  receiving  the 
reinforcements  now  marching  to  their  assistance. 
The  French  general  spent  the  whole  day  pre- 
ceding the  attack  in  reconnoitring  the  position  of 
the  imperialists,  posting  his  troops  in   order  of 
battle,  and    preparing  his  plan  of  operations. 
The  army,  divided  into  eight  columns,  was  at 
length  put  in  motion  between  seven  and  eight 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  March,  and 
crossed  the  river  without  any  obstacle.    General 
La  Marche  with  the  first    column  immediately 
entered  the  plain  of   Landen,  and   not  finding 
the    enemy    there,  joined    the   second,    which 
^attacked  the    village  of   Oberwinden,    and  the 
town  of  Middlewinden,  about  ten  o'clock,  with 
such  vigour  that  they  were  both  carried ;  but  the 
Austrians  afterwards  retook  the  latter,  the  im- 
portance   of   which  became  now  apparent,   the 
possession  was  accordingly  disputed  during  the 
whole  of  the  day.      The  third  column,    under 
General  Neuilly,  about  the  same  time  drove  the 
imperialists  from  a  village  where  they  had  taken 
post,    but  in  consequence  of  a  mistake  it  was 
abandoned  immediately.      The  Austrians  on  this 
resumed  their  former  position,  whence  they  were 
chased  a  second  time  oy  the  fourth  and  fifth  co- 
lumns,  under  the    command    of  the   Duke  of 
Chartres;  General   Desforets,  however,  having 
been  wounded  in  the  head  with  a  musket  shot, 
the  village  encumbered  with  infantry,  and  the 
troops  thrown  into  confusion,  it  was  once  more 
relinquished  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  who 
threatened  to  carry  it  iff  assault. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  the  republican  troops 
were  in  disorder,  the  Austrians,  relying  on  the 
superiority  of  tU^ir  cavalry,  descended  into  the 
plain  between  Nerwinden  and  Middlewinden,  and 
made  a  furious  chai'ge  on  the  French  horse.  Ge- 
neral Valence,  who  fought  with  great  valour  at 
their  head,  was  wounded,  and  obliged  to  retire  to 
Tirlemont ;  notwithstanding  this,  the  imperialists 
were  at  length  forced  to  withdraw.  Nearly  at 
the  same  period  another  body  of  cavalry  attacked  ^ 

the  infantry  of  the  fourth  column  on  the  left  of 
Nerwinden  with  great  gallantry ;  but  General 
Thouvenot,  who  was  posted  there,  received  them 
with  coolness,  and  rendered  their  charge  destruc- 
tive to  themselves  alone ;  for,  on  perceiving  their 
approach,  he  opened  his  ranks  to  allow  them  to 
pass,  and  made  such  a  critical  discharge  of  grape 
and  case  shot  from  his  artillery,  in  addition  to  a 
close  fire  of  musketry  from  the  regiment  of  Denx- 
Fonts,  that  nearly  the  whole  of  this  detachment 
Wiis  destroyed. 
S 
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BOOK   I.  The  fate  of  the  action,  both  iu  the  centre 

-^ and  on  the  right,  now  appeared  to  be  dectsrrely 

CoAr.VlII.  in  favour  of  the  French,  and  these  two  ditisions 
'''^^^^^  passed  the  night  in  the  field  of  battle,  on  purpose 
1793      iq  resume  the  engagement  and  complete  the  vic- 
tory at  the  break  of  day. 

But,  while  success  smiled  on  this  portion  df 
the  army,  a  far  different  fate  w^  reserved  for  the 
Jeft  wing.  The  sixth  and  seventh  columns,  which 
bad  attaclced  the  enemy  with  great  success,  were 
already  in  possession  of  Orsmael,  when  a  panic 
terror  appears  to  have  seized  on  some  of  the  bat- 
talions, in  consequence  of  which  great  confuBion 
immediately  ensued.  General  Clairfayttook  ad- 
vantage of  and  augmented  the  disorder,  by  a 
brisk  charge  of  cavalry,  which  completed  the 
route  of  the  two  columns,  occasioned  the  slaughter 
of  a  great  number  of  men,  and  rendered  the 
officers  incapable  of  restoring  order :  Guiscard, 
a  marichal-ae-campj  attachedHo  the  artillery,  was 
killed  upon  this  occasion-;  and  Generals  Rualt 
and  Iller,  with  several  aides-de-camp^  and  other 
persons  belonging  tothe'stafi^,  were  among  *the 
Wounded. 

On  this,  Gen^eral  Miranda  gave  orders  to 
retreat,  and  withdrew  to  a  position  behind  Tirle- 
mont,  without  being  harassed  by  the  Austrians, 
who  were  as  yet  unacquainted  with  the  extent  of 
their  good  fortune;  General  Champmorin  also 
retired  from  Leaw,  crossed  the  river  by  the  bridge 
of  Bingen,  which  he  cut  down  after  him,  and 
resumed  his  position  at  Oplinter. 

Dumouriez,  who  had  superintended  the 
movements  of  bis  right  and  centre  in  person, 
being  greatly  alarmed  at  not  hearing  from  his  left 
flank,  entered  Tirlemont,  where  he  found  General 
Miranda,  and  gave  him  orders  to  assemble  his 
division  during  the  night,  on  purpose  to  occupy 
the  heights  of  Wommergem,  as  weH  as  the  e^reat 
road,  and  the  bridges  of  Orsmael  and  Neer- 
helpen,  with  a  view  of  insiiring  the  passage  of 
the  Gette,  as  well  as  the  retreat  of  the  right  and 
centre,  which  would  otherwise  engage  with  the 
enemy's  army  subject  to  the  disadvantage  of  a 
river  in  their  rear. 

In  this  action  tlie  French,  according  *to  the 
confession  of  their  own  general,  sacrificed  about 
three  thousand  men  either  killed  or  taken,  and 
«  more  than  a  thousand  wounded,  besides  many 

cannon;  while  the  loss  of  the  imperialists, 
which  fell  principally  on  their  cavalry,  did  not 
exceed  fourteen  hundred.  Both  armies  displayed 
g^eat  courage  and  perseverance  upon  this  occa- 
sion ;  and  had  not  Dumouriez  lost  the  confidence 
of  all  the  volunteers,  and  most  of  the  superior 
oflicers,  who  dreaded  lest  they  should  be  betrayed, 
victory,  perhaps,  would  have  once  more  declared 
in  his  favour. 


The  French  army'was(  Enabled  to  withdraw 
to  the  heights  betiind  Tirlemont  in  good  order,  in 
eonsequence  of  the  able  and  intrepid  conduct  of 
all  the  generals,  particularly  Dampierre,  who 
acquired  great  celebrity  on  this  occasion  ;  but 
the  disafiection  of  the  national  guards  soon  ren- 
dered a  further  retreat  necessary.  Nor  were 
they  mistaken  in  respect  to  their  suspicions,  for 
their  commander,  alike  unmindful  of  his  engage* 
ments  and  his  oaths,  and  anxious  alone  to  escape 
the  punishment  that  awaited  his  disobedience, 
had  entered  into  a  conspiracy  for  the  evacuation 
of  Belgium,  and  the  subversion  t)f  the  French 
government.  Under  pretence  of  treating  about 
the  wounded  and  prisoners,  he  dispatched  an 
officer  belonging  to  his  stafi^,*  with  the  necessary 
instructions,  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  Prince 
de  Cobourg,  where  he  had  a  conferrence  with 
Colonel  Mack,  with  whom  a  suspension  -of  arms 
was  agreed  upon.  On  the  evening  of  the  sue- 
eeeding  day,  the  latter  repaired  4o  Louvain,  and 
the  following  articles,  without  being  reduced  to 
writing,  were  acceded  to  verbally  : — 

1.  "  That  ilie  imperialists  should  make  no  more  gene- 
ral  attacks,    and    that   the    French    commander-in-chitf 
^onld  not  on  his  side  endeavour  to  ^ve  battle. 

2  "  That,  in  conformity  to  this  tacit  conFentiun,  the 
French  should  retire  to  Brussels,  by  easy  marches,  and  in 
good  onler,  without  being  harassed. 

3.  ^*  The  the  same  parties  should  meet  a^in  after  the 
evacuation  of  that  city,  on  purpose  to  agree  as  to  future 
contingencies." 

Dumouriez,  in  conformity  to  this  treaty, 
now  gave  orders  for  abandoning  the  Netherlands^ 
and  after  his  army  had  marchedfhrougli  Brussels, 
an  interview  took  place  "between  iiim  and  the 
adjutant-general  of  the  Austrian  army,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  announced  his  intention  ef 
marching  to  Paris  and  dissolving  the  convention. 
On  this  it  was  agreed,  that  the  imperialists  should 
either  remain  passive,  or  act  the  part  of  auxilia- 
ries, as  occasion  might  require;  but  it  was  ex- 
presslv  stipulated  on  the  other  hand,  "that  Cond6 
should  be  delivered  up  to  them  untinhe  conclu- 
sion of  peace,  and  the  regulation  of  indemnities : 
the  DuKe  de  Chartres,  Generals  Valence,  Thou- 
venot,  and  Colonel  Montjoye,  were  present  upon 
this  occasion,  and  assisted  at  the  deliberations. 

An  unexpected  movement  of  a  division 
under  General  Neuilly,  which  rendered  the 
surrender  of  these  fertressess  much  more  difficult, 
tended  not  a  little  to  defeat  these  projects  of 
Dumouriez. 

The  French  general,  in  the  month  of  Mareliy 
received  a  visit  from  three  deputies,  from  the 
jacobin  society  of  Paris,  who  soon  penetrated  his 
intentions,  and  immediately  denounced  him  to  the 
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eon  vention  as  a  traitor  to  the  liberties  of  his  coun- 
try. This  alarming  intelligence  had  no  sooner 
reached  Paris,  than  the  minister  of  war^  Bear- 
nonvillc,  and  four  commissioners,  were  sent  to 
the  army,  with  powers  to  suspend  and  arrest  all 
generals  and  military  officers  whom  they  should 
suspect,  and  send  them  to  the  bar  of  the  conven- 
tion. The  commissioners  halted  at  Lisle,  and 
dispatched  a  summons  to  the  general. to  appear 
in  that  city,  and  answer  the  charges  against  him. 
Dumouriez  did  not  obey  this  mandate,  but  his 
answer  did  not  openly  arow  the  design  he  was 
meditating  ;  he  replied,  <<  that  being  in  sight  of 
the  enemy,  and  his  presence  constantly  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  an  army,  which  he  was  now 
busied  in  reforming,  it  became  impossible  for  him 
to  be  present  at  the  enquiry,  but  that  if  the  depu- 
ties would  repair  to  his  camp,  he  would  answer 
any  questions  with  his  accustomed  frankness.** — 
He  added  ^'  that  so  soon  as  he  had  secured  his 
retreat  within  the  French  territories,  he  would 
have  more  time  to  attend  to  matters  that  concern* 
«d  himself  personally;  but  that  he  was  fully 
determined  never  to  enter  lisle,  unless  it  should 
he  at  the  head  of  his  iroope,  and  on  purpose  to 
punish  the  cowards,  who,  after  having  abandon*- 
-ed  their  colours,  dared  to  calumniate  the  gallant 
-defenders  of  their  country.*' 

Almost  immediately  after  these  transactions, 
-Dumouriez  received  intelligence,  that  Antwerp 
heid  been  abandoned  by  the  troops  he  had  sta- 
tioned there,  who  had  retreated  into  France. — 
On  the  following  day  be  resolved  to  raise  the 
camp  at  Toumay,  and  occupy  that  of  Maulde. 
In  the  mean  time,  he  sent  orders  through  Colonel 
Mack,  to  the  garrisons  of  Breda  and  Gertruyden- 
.l>erg,  to  capitulate  on  condition  of  being  allowed 
4o  return  to  France. 

Dumouriez,  finding  that  it  was  no  longer 
practicable  to  temporize,  came  to  the  resolution 
of  arresting  the  commissioners  assembled  at 
lisle,  and  he  accordingly  directed  General  Miac- 
zinski  to  repair  to  Lisle  with  a  large  body  of 
troops,  and  seize  the  deputies  from  the  conven* 
tion,  together  with  all  the  principal  members  of 
the  jacobin  club ;  but  that  general  imprudently 
divulging  the  object  of  his  mission,  no  sooner 
entered  the  city  than  the  gates  were  shut  upon 
liim,  and  he  found  himself  the  prisoner  of  the  men 
he  was  sent  to  arrest.  This  unfortunate  foreigner 
was  immediately  sent  to  Paris,  and  soon  after  lost 
Jiis  life  upon  the  scaffold.  The  machinations  of 
Dumouriez  to  deliver  up  Cond6  and  Valenciennes 
were  frustrated  by  the  patriotism  of  Generals 
Ferrand  and  L'Ecuyer. 

The  commissioners  of  tlie  convention,  unin- 
timidated  by  the  previous  attempt  that  had  been 
made  to  arrest  them^  proceeded  to  St.  Amand, 
where  Dumouriez  then  had  his  head  quarters, 
an^  y^pre  admitted  into  his  presence  on  the  2d 


April,  and  explained  to  him  the  object  of  their  BOOK   I. 

mission.    After  a  conference  of  some  hours,  the  

general,    finding  it  impossible  to   seduce  them  Chap.VIU^ 
from  their  allegiance  to  the  convention,  gave  the  ^"^Ttq^^ 
signal  to  a  body  of  chosen  troops,  who  were  in      *'t9 
waiting   to   take*   them  into   custody,   and  the 
minister  of  war,  and    the .  four  commissioners, 
Gkimus,  Blancal,    La   Marque,   and    Quinette, 
were    immediately    conveyed,   under  a   strong 
escort,    to  General  Clairfayt's  head-quarters  at 
Toumay,  to  be  detained  as  hostages  for  the 
safety  of  the  royal  family. 

Dumouriez,  notwithstanding  his  splendid 
talents,  appears,  however,  to  have  been  grossly 
mistaken  with  regard  to  the  disposition  of  his 
army.  They  might  be  disposed  to  resent  the 
affront  which  was  so  imprudently  offered  to  their 
general,  in  ordering  him  to  appear  as  a  criminal 
at  Paris ;  but  when  he  came  to  propose  to  them 
the  restoration  of  royalty  in  the  person  of  th,e 
prince,  and  to  turn  their  arms  against  their 
country,  the  prejudices  or  the  patriotism  of 
Frenchmen  assumed  their  wonted  influence,  and 
they  considered  it  as  their  duty  to  disobey.  The 
general  lost  no  time  in  dispatching  Colonel  Mont* 
joye  to  acquaint  Colonel  Mack  with  the  arrest  of 
the  commissioners,  and  to  appoint  the  time  and 
place  for  a  conference  to  conclude  the  terms  of 
their  treaty.  During  the  night  he  composed  a 
manifesto  addressed  to  his  army,  which  he  di« 
gested  and  put  in  order  the  following  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  he  went  to  the 
camp,  and  addressed  the  troops,  who,  he  says, 
appeared  to  approve  his  conduct.  Ue  then  pro- 
ceeded  to  St.  Amand,  in  which  place  was  the 
corps  of  artillery,  who  also  efxpressed  their 
satisfaction.  At  St.  Amand  General  Dumouriez 
thought  it  prudent  to  sleep,  for  the  purpose  of 
marking  bis  confidence  in  the  troops  there. — 
The  ijhole'of  the  3d,  he  says,  passed  with  as 
much  suooess  as  he  coiild  expect ;  except  that 
miurmUre  •  were  heard  among  some  of  the  bat- 
talions of  the  volunteers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  he  left  General 
Thouvenot  at  St.  Amand,  and  departed  himself 
for  Cond6 ;  but  he  had  not  approached  that  for- 
tress within  half  a  league,  before  he  was  met  by 
an  officer  dispatched  by  General  Neuilly  to  inform 
him  that  the  garrison  was  in  the  greatest  fermen*- 
tatioo,  and  that  it  would  not  be  safe  for  him  to 
enter  the  place.  He  sent  back  the  officer  with  an 
order  to  General  Neiully,  to  send  the  18th  regi- 
ment of  cavalry  to  estsort  him.  He  had  just 
before  overtaken  a  column  of  volunteers  marching 
towards  Cond6,  who,  however,  did  not  then 
attempt  to  molest  him.  It  was  while  they  were 
yet  in  sight  that  General  Neuilly's  messenger 
arrived  ;  and  he  had  scarcely  delivered  his  mes- 
sage to  the  officer,  when  the  head  of  the  column 
quitted  the  high  road,  and  ran  towards  him  with 
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—  of  "  Stop,  stop."    The  general  now  perceiving 

Chap. VIII.  himself  in  the  mo^t  ini'minent  danger^  mounted  a 
**^^r^^r^  horse  belonging  to  a  domestic  of  the  Duke  de 
Chartres,  and  escaped  through  a  dreadful  dis- 
charge of  musketry,  which  the  whole  column 
poured  upon  him  and  his  associates.  Finding  it 
impossible  to  gain  the  Camp  of  Maulde,  the 
general  proceeded  along  the  Scheldt,  and  passed 
the  ferry  near  the  village  of  Wikers,  on  the  im« 
perial  territory.  From  this  place  he  continued 
his  route  on  foot  to  Bury,  where  in  the  evening 
he  met  Colonel  Mack,  and  passed  the  night  in 
digesting  the  proclamation  of  the  Prince  of 
Cobourg,  which  appeared  on  the  5th  with  that  of 
his  own.  It  was  also  agreed  in  this  confer- 
ence, that  as  soon  as  the  general  should  be 
master  of  Cond6,  he  should  deliver  it  to  the  Aus- 
V  trians,  to  serve  as  a  magazine  and  place  of  arms, 

in  case  of  aid  being  demanded  by  General  Du- 
mouriez.  The  proclamation  of  General  Du- 
mouriez  contained  a  recapitulation  of  his  services 
to  the  French  republic  ;  a  statement  of  the  cruel 
neglect  which  his  army  had  experienced  in  the 
preceding  winter,  and  of  the  outrages  practised 
by  the  jacobins  towards  the  generals  of  the 
republic,  and  particularly  towards  himself;  the 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  arrest  the  commis- 
sioners ;  and  a  glowing  picture  of  the  evils  to  be 
apprehended  from  a  continuance  of  anarchy  in 
I^rance.  It  concluded  with  an  exhortation  to  the 
French,  to  restore  the  constitution  of  1789^  1790, 
and  1791 ;  and  a  declaration  on  oath  that  he  bore 
arms  only  for  the  restoration  of  that  constitution; 
and  that  as  soon  as  he  had  effected  that  purpose, 
he  would  for  ever  abandon  every  public  function^ 
and  in  solitude  console  himself  with  having  con- 
tributed to  the  happiness  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

The  manifesto  of  the  Prince  of  Saxe  Cobourg, 
which  accompanied  the  preceding,  reflected  great 
honour  on  that  general ;  &nd  it  can  never  be  suffi- 
ciently regretted,  that  the  terms  which  it  held, 
forth  were,  ever  departed  from  by  the  allied 
powers.  It  passed  high  encomiums  on  the  disin- 
terested and  patriotic  views  of  General  Du- 
mouriez.  It  announced  that  the  allied  powers  were 
no  longer  to  be  considered  as  principals,  but  mere- 
ly as  auxiliaries  in  the  war ;  that  they  had  no  other 
object  but  to  co-operate  with  General  Dumouriez 
in  giving  to  France  her  constitutional  king,  and 
the  constitution  she  formed  for  herself.  On  his 
word  of  honour  he  pledged  himself,  that  he  would 


not  come  upon  the  French  territory  to  make  con- 
quests, but  soldy  for  the  ends  above  specified. 
The  prince  declared  further,  that  any  strongs 
places  which  should  be  put  into  his  hands  should 
be  considered  as  sacred  deposits,  to  be  delivered 
up  as  soon  as  the  constitutional  government 
should  be  established  In  France,  or  as  soon  as 
General  Dumouriez  should  demand  them. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  at  day- break.  General 
Dumouriez  proceeded  with  an  escort  of  fifty 
imperial  dragoons  to  the  advanced  guard  of  his 
camp  at  Maulde.  He  harangued  the  troops  ; 
but  though  there  was  no  open  opposition,  he  ob- 
served some  indications  of  that  spirit,  and  seve- 
ral factious  groups  assembled  in  different  parts. 
His  next  design  was  to  go  to  St.  Aroand  ;  but  as 
he  was  entering  the  city  he  was  met  by  an  aide" 
de-camp,  who  informed  him,  that  during  the  night, 
the  corps  of  artillery,  excited  by  some  emissaries 
from  Valenciennes,  had  risen  upon  their  general, 
and  were  marching  to  that  fortress.  The  money, 
however,  and  the  equipages  of  the  officers,  which 
remained  in  the  city  without  a  guard,  he  com- 
manded to  be  conducted  to  Rumegies. 

The  desertion  of  the  corps  of  artillery  was 
the  signal  for  general  revolt.  General  Lamor- 
liere,  on  whom  Dumouriez  had  placed  some 
dependence,  immediately  took  his  departure  for 
Valenciennes.  The  general  was  himself  at  Ru- 
megies, when  be  heard  of  the  defection  of  thie 
troops  in  camp.  Nothing  was  now  left  but  to 
provide  for  his  personal  .safety .  He  mounted  hi}» 
horse^  attended  by  a  few  fnends.  He  was  fol- 
lowed in  the  course  of  the  day  by  about  700 
horse,  and  800  infantry ;  these  were  the  whole 
that  could  be  prevailed  on  by  the  utmost  solicita- 
tions of  their  officers  to  desert  to  the  enemy,  and 
of  these  several  afterwards  returned.*  The  mili- 
tary chest  which  Dumouriez  had  removed  was 
recovered  by  a  party  of  French  chasseurs^  and 
brought  to  Valenciennes. 

Unfortunately  for  the  cause  of  the  royalists, 
the  Austrian  commanders  neglected  this  critical 
opportunity  of  marching  against  the  camps  of 
Maulde  and  Bruelle,  while  confusion  and  dismay 
prevailed  there.  Instead  of  meditating  how  to 
strike  a  decisive  blow,  they  were  occupied  with 
making  preparations  for  the  blockade  of  Cond£y 
which  was  to  haye  been  summoned  in  the  name 
of  Dumouriez. 

During  this  period  the  English  arms  were 
triumpb&nt  both  in  the  East  and  West  Indies. 


*  The  officers  who  accompanied  Dnmouriez  in  his  flight,  were  the  Dukes  de  Chartres,  <}enenil  and  Colonel  Thou* 
venot,  Colonel  Monjoye,  Lieutenant- colonel  Barrois,  &c.  General  Yalence,  who  as  well  as  himself  entertained  an  idea  of 
placing  a  new  dynasty  on  the  throne,  had  been  s^nt  by  him  to  attend  the  congress  of  ministers  of  foreign  powers  assembled 
at  Antwerp;  hut  Generals  Vouilld  and  Marrass^,  Major-general  Neuilly,  de  Baunes,  Secund,  Dumas,  Rualt,  Bemeron, 
with  Colonel  Arnaudin,  and  a  small  body  of  iufantry  and  cavalry,  joined  him  soon  after  in  the  Austrian  territories.  But  as 
the  Prince  de  Cobourg  thought  proper  to  annul  the  proclamation,  in  which  he  had  disavowed  the  intention  of  making  con- 
quests, an  these  officers  deemed  themselres  houud  in  hoaottf  to  quit  the  doiaiiuons  of  the  house  of  Austria  i  and  nosi  of  the 
soldiers  returned  to  France. 
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Majofwgoaeffal  Ottyler^  with  the  assistance  of 
Vice-admiral  Sir  John  Lafory^  was  enabled  to 
prooeed  with  a  small  body  of  men  against  the 
island  of  Tobago.  Having  effected  a  landing  in 
(Grreat  Courknd  bay,  and  aiarehed  against  the 
fort,  Montiel,  ihe  f  ommandant^  was  summoned  to 
^ukrrender,  but  refased*  On  this  the  JSnglish  ge« 
neral^  finding  that  <his  nimbers  were  unequal  to 
the  operations  of  a  diege,  carried  the  place  by 
/issault  in  the  eourse  of  Uiat  irery  night 

Soon  after  this,  the  little  islands  of  St.  Kerre 
and  Miquslon,  near  tbe  coast  of  Newfoundland, 
swrrendered  at  diaopetioa  to  Brigadier- general 
.Ogilvie ;  but  an  attack  made  b^  M^jor-general 
iBruce,  on  the  bland  of  Martinico,  proved  less 
fortunate.  The  colonists  being  divided  among 
ihemftelTesy  (be  royalists  had  sent  a  deputation, 
4n  «tbe  ^aaoia  of  a  conmiittee,  inviting  Uie  eon* 
Biander4o-chief  of  his  majesty's  forces  in  the 
We^  Indies  to  proceed  to  their  assistance, 
jstatang,  at  the  pame  time,  that  they  were  already 
in  possession  of  some  important  posts.  A  detach* 
4nei|t  of  British  troops,  (tot. the  amount  of  eleven 
tbou^nd  .men,  was  ac<k)rdingly  landed,  and 
bei^g  joined  by  a  body  of  the  rasilcontente,  the 
whole.prepared  to.  advance  in  twoookmins  against 
•a  couple  faf  batteries  that  defended  the  town  of 
St.  ^ierre^  but  an  alarm^  having  taken  place 
^mong  the  allies,  and  their'  commaiiding  officer 
ibei^g  wounded,  the  expedition  wasTelinquished, 
^nd  the  troops  re-embarked. 

Although  the   British  troops  did  not  then 

succeed  in  their  attempt  on  the  rich  settlement 

foi  Af  artinico,  possession  was  soon  afier  obtained 

of  a  portion  of  the  stiU  m^ra  important  coloiny  of 

SU  l)omingo. 

This  colony  is  <aot  ronly  the  first  settlement  ia  t 
the  West  Indian  archipelago,  bat,  in  point  of 
importance,  may  be  perhaps  considered  as 
superior  to  the  whole  <u  the  European  colonies 
4n  that  portion  of  America.*  An  intercourse 
4^weearthe  white  freeman  and  the  black  iemale 
jliad  produced  a.aumerQUs.race,  varying,  in  point 
jof  colour,  from  the  dingy  samhoe  to  the  pale 
.mestizo,  whose  complexion,  without  the  bloom, 
•possessed  nearly  all  the  fairness  of  the  male  an- 
.x^esior.  But  while  nature  apppoximated  the«e 
two  distinct  races,  pr^iulice  and  oppressiJre  laws 
kept  them  apart.  The  men  of  colour,  many  of 
whom  had  been  educated  in  the  universities  of 
France,  and  possessed  considerable  plantations, 
were  removed  in  point  6f  consequence  Lut  a  sin- 
gle degree  from  slaves ;  and  those  who  m  Europe 


had  been  treated  with  respect,  found,  on  their  BOOK  I« 

return  to  their  native  shores,  that  they  eonld  not , . 

exercise  any  piihlie  office,  practise  any  respeetable  CnAp.Vllt. 
profession,  or  enjoy  either  civil  or  political  rights.  ^^^-^^^^ 

The  French  revolution,  productive  of  so  1793 
many  important  changes,  seemed  destined  to 
meliorate  their  fate ;  and  by  a  decree  of  the 
national  assemblyt^  k  was  accordingly  declared, 
'^  that  ajil  the  people  of  colour  1>orn  of  ^ee  parents 
became  eitisens,  and  were  digibie  to  seats  both 
in  the  parochial  and  colonial  assensblies.*'  This  , 
measure,  which  was  dictated  by  the  feeUngs  of 
men  unacquainted  vrilk  the  footed  prejudices  of 
the  Creoles,  who  seem  to  estimate  merit  by  the 
tint  of  eomplexfton,  psodueed  a  civil  war ;  in  the 
eourse  of  which  the  negroes  and  mulattoes  ap|>ear 
to  ha^e  at  first  entered  into  an  alliance  for  their 
mutual  security,  /fo  heal  these  divisions,  three 
persons  were  seat  out  to  St.  Domingo  with  the 
title  of  civil  eommisstoners]:,  but  thev  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  white  inhabitants,  by  having 
proclaimed  a  general  amnesty  on  their  arrival, 
in  favour  ot  the  men  of  coioiir  'atid  the  revolted 
slaves.  Three  others,  Santhonax,  Polverel,  and 
Ailhaud,  were  appointed  to  succeed  them.  These 
immediately  dissolved  the  colonial  assembly^ 
sent  home  olanchilande,  the  governor -nominated 
by  ^e  king*  ikUd  called  in  the  negroes  to  their 
assistaace  against  the  planters.  In  the  eourse  of 
this  contest,  the  most  terrible  CDornHties  were 
perpetrated  on  all  sides.  Ogeand  Chavaae,  two 
men  of  colour,  were  put  to  death  amidst  the  most 
cruel  torments ;  Mauduit,  the  eommandant  at 
Port-au-Prince,  was»  murdered  i>y  his  own 
soldiers ;  the  town  of  Cape  Fran^^'ois  was  de«* 
stroyed,  and  a  multitude  4if  the  inhabitants 
massacred.  ' 

Inlbia  uifhappy  situation  of  affiiirs,  a  number 
of  different  parties  were  formed  among  the  white 
colonists,  aH  «f  whieh  appear  to  have  ^een  deter** 
mined  rather  to^renounce  their  mother  country 
than  the  prejudices  so  long  and  so  carefully  fee* 
tered  by  them.  Some, 'Contemplating  the  internal 
resources  of  the  island,  and  dazxied  with  the 
recent  success  of  the  British  colbnies  in  Ameriea^ 
were  desirous  of  establishing  an  independent 
state;  others  vrished  for  the  protection  of  Etkg* 
land ;  and  «ot  a  few  were  eager  to  prefess  a 
temporary  allegiance  to  Spain,  and  sprrender 
l^t.  Domingo  to  the  coui*t  of  Madrid,  as  a  deposit 
for  the  French  princes. 

But  those  who  were  attached  to  Great  Britain 
Unally  prevailed,  for  the  governor  of  Jamaica 


*  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards,  in  his  *'  ffistorical  Surrey/'  ■.  1^  states  the  aamber  of  enslaved  neip-oes,  in  1789,  at  490,000 ; 
fireepeoplourco1osraf24,000.  These,  Cpgetber  with  the  wute  inbabilauts,  constiHited  a  total  of  534,831.  Colonel  CharmtUy, 
who  possessed  better  means  of  information  on  this  subject,  estimates  tbe  population  previously  to  the  civil  war  at  000,000  of 
all  colours,  exdiisive  of  the  Spanish  portion  of  the  island,  which  contains  about  00,000,  reckunin)^  the  whites  at  2000,  the 
nefrroes  at  30,000,  and  the  remainder,  including  twelveor  fourteen  different  mixtures,  from  *-*  th6mang;rel  to  the  man^bou/* 
at  28,000. 

t  May  16, 1791.  %  Mirbeck,  Roome,  and  St.  Leger. 

(No..  5.)  T 
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BOOK  1.  having  receiYed  instrnctioos  to  attempt  an  inva- 
.  tion,  neaftures   were    at  length  taken    for  that 
OaAp.yill.  purpoee,  and  a  French  nobleman,  well  acquainted 
^*^^v^^^  with  the  colony,  accompanied  the  expedition.  All 
1798      the    necessary  preparations  having  been  made, 
Commodore  Ford  sailed  from  Fort  Royal  with 
the  Idth  regiment,  two  flank  companies  of  the 
49th,  and  a  small  detadiment  of  artallerv,  com* 
manded     by    Lieutenant  *  colonel    Wbitelooke. 
These  having  landed  at  Jeremie,  the  ivro  forts 
.     immediately  hoisted   English  colours,  and  sa- 
inted with  twenty-one  guns. 

After  leaving  some  troops,  and  remaining 
only  a  few  hours  ihtre,  the  squadron  sailed,  for 
the  Mole,  and  some  persons  were  sent  on  shore  to 
treat  about  the  surrender.  Major  O'Fenral,  who 
commanded  the  garrison,  consisting  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  men  of  the  rqgiment  of 
Dillon,  and  M.  Deneux,  the  conmiandant  of  the 
^ace,  immediately  agreed  to  the  terms  proposed. 
Twenty-two  deputies  were  accordingly  sent  on 
board  the  Europa ;  the  forts  at  Presque-isle  and 
Orleans  fired  a  royal  salute,  and  the  troops 
exclaimed  Five  h  Roi !  Thas  an  important  posi* 
tion  of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo  was  deliTered 
up  to  five  hundred  and  sixty  British  troops  ;  and 
the  English  cross,  assuming  the  place  of  the 
three-coloured  flag,  not  only  waved  along  a  coast 
of  fifty  leagues  in  extent,  but  was  displayed  from 
the  bastions  of  the  Gibraltar  of  the  Antilles. 

In  the  East  Indies,  the  arms  of  England 
were  uniformly  successful.  A  company  of  mer« 
chant-adventurers,  incited  by  the  thirst  of  wealth, 
coasted  along  the  southern  extremity  of  Africa, 
and  with  some  diflSoulty  obtained  leave  to  estab* 
lish  a  little  factory  on  the  shores  of  Asia.  Com-* 
bining  policy  with  trade,  and  war  with  a  spirit  of 
gain,  by  taking  part  in  the  disputes  between 
eontending  princes,  and  engrafting  European 
•kill  on  Indian  cunning,  it  at  length  became 
formidable.  One  of  its  servants,  embued  with 
the  spirit  of  the  institution,  in  which  he  had  acted 
a  subordinate  part,  from  a  clerk  became  a  general^ 
and,  by  a  memorable  victory  over  Sungah  Dowla, 
converted  tributaries  into  sovereigns.  Since  the 
memorable  battle  of  Plassey,  the  factors  of  the 
company  have  presided  over  settlements  equally 
populous  and  extensive  as  the  greaite&M  kingdoms 
sft-  onr  qaarter  of  Uie  gtobe^  with  all  tiie  pmp 


and  parade  of  eastern  naaffnificenoe ;  all  the 
neighbouring  rajahs  and  iiMobs  now  acknow- 
ledge their  aominioo,  and  from  tlrii  dark  recesses 
of  a  counting-house  in  Leadenhall-street,  orders 
are  issued  to  regulate  the  destiny  of  nations,  and 
raise  or  depose  sultauns*  Never  was  this  com- 
pany more  powerful  than  at  the  period  of  whick 
we  now  treat ;  its  army  was  in  exeellent  eoB<- 
dition,  and  none  of  the  military  establishments  of 
the  othet  European  powers  vrere  able  to  eope  with 
it,  either  in  point  of  numbers,  or  ef  disv^ipliiie. 

In  consequence  of  the  extraordinary  elMr« 
tions  of  Mr.  Bahiwiii,  the  British  consul  tn  Bgy»t> 
advice  of  the  war  with  France  arrived  in  India 
with  a  degr^  of  oeleilty  hitherto  unexampled. 
On  receiving  this  impertaiii  Intelligence,  Cfaatt^ 
demagore,  Oarical,  Yanam,  and  all  the  small  fiie«- 
tories  appertaining  to  that  power,  were  instantly 
kid  hold  of,  and  mMy  of  their  ships  seined « 
Preparations  were  also  nude  to  obtain  possessioii 
of  the  important  fortress  of  Pondicherry;  and 
Admiral  Comwallis  blockaded  the  place  by  sea, 
while  Colonel  Floyd  lippeared  before  it  on  the 
land  side  with  a  detaohinent  of  troops«  Colonel 
Braithwaite,  who  formerly  acted  as  goviamor, 
and  had  become  acquainted  with  all  the  ap- 
proaches, was  intrusted  with  tihe  direction  of  the 
siege.  After  traasmjtting  a  summons  to  Colonel 
Prosper  de  Chermont,  a  plan  of  attack  upon  the 
north  face  of  the  fort  was  determined  upon.  A 
battery  of  eight  twelve-pounders,  and  two  eight- 
inch  mortars,  was  accordingly  erected  within  eight 
hundred  yards  of  the  place,  and  another  df  four- 
teen tuienty-four  pounders  was  completed  in  a 
abort  time ;  on  the  opening  of  which,  the  Are  of 
the  enemy  became  irregular  and  oonfosed ;  gun 
after  gun  was  withdrawn,  and  their  embrasures 
filled  with  sand-bags,  while  an  incessant  fire  of 
shot  and  shells  was  kept  up  by  the  English.  In 
ibe  aftemcN>n  of  that  day,  flags  of  truce  were 
exhibited  on  all  the  saliaat  angles  of  the  fort,  and 
in  the  course  of  the  next,  Pondicherry  surren- 
dered. This  place  might  have  held  out  some 
time  longer,  had  not  the  ships  stationed  in  the 
road  prevented  the  entrance  of  a  frigate  with 
supplies  from  the  Isle  of  France,  and  had  not 
disputes  of  a  serious  nature  exilted  between  the 
governor  and  the  garrison. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


Congress  at  Antxcerp^^lUnewal  of  IJostititiei — Dampierre  appointed  General- 
— Death  of  Dangnerre^-Surrender  of  FalencienneSf  Condi^  and  Mentz- 
The^Ftend^  driven  fr^m  Casar'i  Caimp* 


'Action  at  Taniars 
•Cmtine  arrested-^ 


K  Cov€iEC89*  of  the  representatiTes  of  the 
eombined  powers  aBsenblea  at  Antwerp  early 
in  April,  to  take  into  consideration  flie  measures 
^ihsessarf  to  be  adopted^  ita  conseqiieMe  of  the 
unexpected  faHure  of  the  plan  laid  down  by  the 
Prince  of  Cobourg^  and  Dnmonries :  and  subse^ 
quent  events  clearly  evinced,  that  the  result  of 
these  deliberations  was  a  determination  to  carry 
f>n  the  war  against  France  with  renewed  rigour. 
Tlie  cessation  of  hostilities  was  declared  at  an  end, 
and  on  the  following  day,  the  commander-in-chief 
ttf  the  Austrian  army  published  a  revocation  of 
the  pacific  manifesto  he  had  issued  at  the  suggest 
tion  of  Dumouriea.  The  situation  of  France,  at 
this  moment,  was  singularly  critical  and  dan*" 
ferous.  By  the  defection  of  DumouriesB,  the 
whole  army  of  the  north  was.  dissolved,  and  in  a 
state  of  complete  disorganisation  ;  while  the 
tf  mies  of  the  allies  ley  upon  tlie  firontiers,  Bumer- 
^us,  well  discipKned,  and  rictorious.  -At  this 
period,  the  allied  sovereigns  appeared  to  be  on 
the  eve  of  realizing  all  tbetr  projects.  Frederick- 
William  II.  looked  to  Pdand  for  the  reward  of 
his  services,  in  engaging  in  a  war  in  which  he  bad 
no  immediate  interest ;  while  to  thcs  youthful 
emperor,  French  Flanders  appeared  to  be  ai 
easy  conquest  on  the  one  side,  Alsace  presented 
the  most  alluring  bait  on  the  otiier,  and  but  little 
doubt  was  entertained  of  its  speedy  re-annexation 
to  the  head  of  the  German  empire. 

llie  convention,  on  receiving  information  of 
the  defection  of  Dumouriez,  declared  itself  per- 
manent, but  its  alarm  was  considerably  dimi^- 
Bished  otf  receiring  from  the  commissioners  the 
agreeable  intelligence,  that  the  army  still  remained 
faithful  to  the  republic,  and  that  the  fugitives 
consisted  only  of  a  few  officers  and  a  troop  of 
horse.  ' 

Efiective  measures  weris  immediately  taken 
to  collect  the  battalions  that  had  retreated^  to 
hrin^  the  artillery  again  into  t)ie  field,  and  to 
inspire  the  soldiery  with  confidence.  A  new  chief 
was  found  in  the  person  of  General  Dampierre.. 
vrbbse  courage  was  unbounded^  and  who  had 
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distinguished  himself  by  his  military  talents  on  BOOK  1. 
many  important  occasions.     In  addition  to  this,  ■ 
he  possessed  the  confidence  of  all  tlie  patriots  Chap.  IX. 
both  in  the  legislature  and  the  army ;  nor  were 
the  expectations  which  had  been  formed  of  him 
disappointed,  for  in  less  than  a  week,  this  general 
^ad  restored  order  and  discipline  to  the  disorgan-  ^ 
ised  troops,  and  was  enabled  to  lead  them  to* 
action,  if  not  to  rictory.    The  coavention  at.  this 
time  passed  two  decrees,  by  one  of  which  the 
severest  punishment  was  enacted  against  those 
commanders  who  entered  into  any  secret  negoci- 
ations  with  the  enemy ;  while  by  the  other,  which 
would  have  come  witii  a  better  grace  at  an  earlier 
period,  the  obnoxious    Ifiw    of  fraternity    was 
rescinded. 

The  Prince  de  Cobourg,  finding  his  army 
greatly  strengthened  by  the  accesstou  of  a  body 
^  Prussians,  as  well  as  by  the  arrival  bf  a  con- 
stdemble  reinforcement  of  English  and  Hanove- 
rian troops,  under  the  Duke  of  York,  immedi- 
ately declared  that  the  armistice  was  at  an  end. 
He  accordingly  advanced  against  Maulde,  how 
rendered  defenceless  in  consequence  of  the  retreat, 
desertion,  and  dismay,  that  had  so  recently  inter- 
vened. Having  secured  this  strong  camp,  he 
formed  the  blockade  of  Cond6,  and  prepared  to 
invest  another  of  the  principal  fortresses  in  that 
ta^ghbourhood. 

Dampierre,  well  acquainted  vrith  the  genius 
of  Jus  countrymen,  who  are  ahrays  dispirited 
after  misfortunes,  determined  not  to'hatard  a 
battle ;  he  therefore  remained  on  the  defensive  at 
Famars,  where  his  out-posts  were  assailed  by 
the  Austrtans  on  the  13th  of  April  in  six  difierent 
points,  but  the  assailants  were  repulsed  with  con- 
siderable  loss.  These  attacks  were  renewed  on 
the  14th  and  15th,  but  with  no  decisive  result.—* 
On  the  23d,  the  Austriaas  attacked  the  French 
near  Maubege,  bat,  after  a  conflict  of  ten  hoorsy 
were  repulsed.  On  the  first  of  May,  General 
Dampierre  attemoted  to  dislodge  the  enemy  firom 
several  villages  or  which  they  were  in  possession, 
but  In  this  attack  the  Frencn  exj^erienced  a  r^ 


'*  Thif  eoamas  was  compMed  of  his  Serene  Highnees  4be  Prince  of  Orai^i  sod  bis  two  sods  ;  bis  Royal  Blghuem 
the  Dnke  of  York;  ttieir 'Excellencies  Lord  Auckland,  as  Aoiiiassador  from  England,  Tander  d^egel  from  UoHand.  the 
Frotsian,  fijpaoish,  and  Neapolitan  Envoys ;  the  Prince  of  Stxs  Cobowg ;  the  Coasts  Mettf rmcb,  Bcilireiiherg,  Blercy 
li'ArgeBteau  i  and  the  Gtnends  Knobekiofff  and  Kdter. 
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BOOK  I.  pulse.    An  action  of  a  more  serious  nature  took 

place  on  the  8tli  of  May;  General  Datnpierre  ad- 

CHAP..IX.  Tanced  with  a  view  to  dislodge  the  allies,  who 

were  posted  hi  the  wood  of  Rheme,  and  Vicoijjne ; 

this  movement  was  chiefly  directed  against  the 

Sosts  occupied  by  General  Clairfayt,  and  the 
Russians,  and  continued  until  8  Vlock  in  the 
evening;  even  then,  although  the  French  were 
defeated  in  that  quarter,  they  assumed  a  position 
in  the  neighbouring  wood,  kept  the  Prince  de 
Cobourg  in  check,  and  cannonaded  the  Prussian 
camp  at  St.  Amand.  On  this  the  Duke  of  York, 
who  had  arrived  early  in  the  morning  at  the  camp 
of  Maulde,  with  the  brigade  of  English  guards, 
and  a  battalion  of  Hanoverian  infantry,  marched 
to  their  assistance.  The  Coldstream  arrived  at 
a  critical  moment,  when  the  French  were  advanc- 
ing towards  the  great  road,  and  who  commanded 
it  ill  some  degree  by  the  fire  of  their  cannon ; 
'  -but  the  battalion  guns  having  succeeded  in  check- 
ing the  battery  opposed  to  this  corps,  it  moved 
forward  into  the  wood,  and  made  a  charge  with 
.fixed  bayonets ;  Another  battery  being  opened  on 
tjie  part  of  the  French,  it  becanoe  necessary  for 
the  British  troops  to  retreat  to  their  former  posi- 
tion. Notwithstanding  this,  tlie  British  troops, 
commanded  by  Majoir- general  Lake,  contributed 
not  a  little  to  the  ultimate  success  of  the  day.— 
In  the  course  of  this  aciion,  Dampierre*  was  mor- 
tally wounded^  his  thigh  being  carfied  away  by 
a  cannon  shot.  While  bleeding  to  death,  and 
conscioos  of  his  approaching  dissolution,  he 
conducted  himself  with  heroic  fortitude,  jind 
well  sustained  in  death  the  reputation  he  had 
acquired  during  his  life.  He  was  respected  by 
the  enemy  as  a  brave  man,  and  was  bedewed  by 
the  tears  of  his  country.  The  convention  con- 
jTerrednipon  his  remains  the  empty  honours  of  the 
Pantheon. 

The  moment  the  general  in  chief  was 
wounded,  the  command  devolved  on  Lamarche 
in  right  of  seniority ;  and  this  officer  appears  to 
iiave  followed  the  plan  of  his  predecessor ;  for 
although  the  French  had  been  so.reoeatly  beaten, 
yet  they  still  continued  to  menace  and  harass 
the  allies.     On  the  morning  af^r  the  action  they 


were  still  in  sight,  and  even  began  to  erect  bat- 
teries along  the  front  of  the  Austrian  and  Prus- 
sian lines,  commanded  by  the  Generals  Clairfayt 
and  KnobledorflT.  On  this  if  was  determined  to 
carrv  their  works  by  assault ;  and  the  Duke  of 
Yoric,  who  was  about  to  return  to  Tournay  with 
his;  troops,  once  more  occupied  the  positions  at 
M'aulde  and  St.  Amandj,  to  enable  as  many  of 
the  combined  forces  as  possible  to  take  the  field. 
Next  morning  at  break  of  day  the  two  generals 
accordingly  advanced  at  the  head  of  their  respec- 
tive columns,  and  carried  the  batteries,  wliich 
were  not  defended  with  any  degree  of  obstinacy^ 
as  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  their  cannon  during 
the  night. 

From  tliis  period  to  the  3dd,  little  of  impo^f^ 
ance  oeourred.    On  that  day,  it  was  determiuea 
by  the  allies  to  attempt  to  dislodge  the  French 
from  their  fortified  camp  on  the  heights  of  Fa* 
mars,  which  covered  and  protected  the  towo  of 
Valenciennes.     At  day-break,  the  British  and 
Hanoverians  asnembled  under. tl|e  command 'of 
the  Dnk^  i^t  York,  and  the  An^trians  and  Ger- 
man auxiliari^  under  that  of  the  Prince  de  Co- 
bourg 4md  General  Clairfayt.     A  thick  fog  pre- 
vented for  some  time  the  advance  of  the  troops^ 
and  they  soon  experienoed  a  tremendous  fire  from 
the  intrenchments  of  the  French.     Tfaecontesty 
Sir  James  Murray  sta,|e99  waa  <^f  the: severest 
kind,  and  in  the  field  the  French  were  defeated. 
The  Duke  of  York  then  advanced  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  works;,  but  observing,  from  the 
disposition  of  the  French^  that  they  could  not  he 
carried  without  considerable  loss,  he  determined 
to  defer «4ie  attaqkitill  day-break  on  tlie  following 
day.     In  the.coui^e  pf  ^the  -night,  howavec^  the 
Frenchi  approbensiv^  of  the  consequences,  and 
probab^  ipuch  weakened  by  the  action,  aban« 
doned'tbeir  camp,  and  withdrew  partly  into  Va- 
lenciennes, while  aooiber  party'retired  by  Deriair» 
towards   Bouqhw  and  Cambray«     No  official 
returns  were  made  of  the  loss  of  ttbe  allies ;  hut 
on  both  sides  it  must  have  been  oonsideraMe. — 
This  success  on  the  i>art  of  the  allied  sovereigns 
enabledthem  to  lay  siege  to  the  important  fortress 
i>f  Valenciennes.      That  of  Cond£  bad    heen 


*  Damf JERRB. — ^Tbifl  general  was  originally  bredin  the  French  gruards ;  he  ihea. became  secotnl  m^oj;  of  a  res^ment  of 
infantry^  and  at  leng^  a  general  in  the  army  of -the  republic^.  He  served  iioder  Dumeuriez  during  the  incursiun  into  the 
Austrian  Netherlands,  and  'distinguished  himself  greatly,  on  two'' memorable  occasions;  the  first  was  at  the  battle  of 
Gemappe,  where  be  displayed  uncommon  courage  ;  and  the  seamd  during  the  retreat  after  the  action  of  Xerwinden^ 
en  which  occasion  he  exhibited  a  fine  specimen  of  the  military  art.  He  was  less  fortunate  however  at  Aiz-Ia-Chapelle, 
during  the  month  of  Febmary,  1793,  'when  he  was  forced'by  the  Austrians  to  evacuate  that  place ;  bat  this  circumstance, 
perhapfy  is  solely  to*  be  attributed  to  the  total  deficiency  of  arrangement  on  the  part  of  the  commander-in-chief. 

Here  f^ows  the  translation  of  a  letter  h'om  the  commissioners  to'the  national  convention,  notifying  his  death : — 

"  The  whole  army  regret  in  him  -a  brave  soldier,  an  able  general,  and  a  sinceite  friend  to  the  republic:  The  con- 
fidence which  he  inspired  into  die  troops"by  bis  noble  procl&hiation  At  the  6m'e  when  the  treacliery  of  Dnmouriez  was  dis. 
covered  ;  his  militaiy  career,  always  glorious  and  onsnllied  ;,  and  a^ove  all,  his  death,  ought  to  be  recalled  to  the.remem- 
brance  of  these  who  may  endeavottr.to  tarnish  ihe  splendonr  of  his  justly-acquired  repotation. 

««  To*morrow  we  shall  accompany  all  the  good  citizens  to  moisten  with  our  tears  the  laurels  and  cypress  destined  to 
cover  his  gra?e.*' 
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i/iveated  from  the  beginning  of  April,  and  after 
enduring  all  the  rigours  of  famine,  it  surrender- 
ed by  capitulation  on  the  10th  of  July,  the  garri- 
son remaining  prisdners  of  War. 

While  these  transactions  Mrere  taking  place 
in  the  north,  but  little  of  importance  occurred  in 
other  parts.  General  Custine  commanded  a 
French  army  on  the  Rhine,  and  frequent  skir- 
mishes took  place  between  those  troops  and  the 
Prussians  under  the  command  of  Prince  Hohen- 
lohe,  which  upon  the  whole  terminated  in  favour 
of  the  latter.  After  the  death  of  Dampierre, 
General  Custine  was  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  army  of  the  north,  but  he  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  a  man  of  much  ability,  nor  was  he 
able  to  afibrd  any  effectual  assistance  either  to 
Valenciennes  or  Mentz  ;  but  there  exists  no 
proof  that  he  betrayed  his  trust.  This  unfortu- 
nate general  afterwards  perished  among  innu- 
merable other  victims,  during  the  sanguinary 
reign  of  Robespierre. 

The  Duke  of  York,  to  whom  the  conduct 
of  the  siege  of  Valenciennes  was  intrusted,  sum- 
moned the  commandant  in  the  name  of  the 
•*  Emperor,"  a  circumstance  which,  consider- 
ing the  recent  profession  of  the  allies,  excited  no 
small  surprise,  and  which  contributed  to  excite 
in  the  French  people  a  more  determined  resist- 
ance to  the  arms  of  the  allied  sovereigns,  whose 
views  now  appeared  to  them  to  be  directed  to  the 
dismembermei\t  of  their  country.  Some  differ- 
ence is  said  to  have  occurred  relative  to  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  siege,  and  an  English 
engineer^  of  acknowledged  abilities  is  reported 
to  have  proposed  that  the  body  of  the  place 
should  be  attacked  at  once.  'But  the  opinion  of 
Feld-Zeugmeister  t^erraris,  who  had  distin.- 
guished  himsetf  'at  the  capture  of  the  camp  of 
Famars,  and  possessed  the  confidence  of  the 
Austrian  general,  prevailed ;  and  the  fortifica- 
tions, erected  under  the  direction  of  the  great 
Vauban,  were  approached  according  to  the 
established  forms. — This  decision,  although  it  at 
length  insured  the  capture  of  the  place,  tended 
not  a  little  to  procrastinate  the  siege ;  and  no  less 
than  forty- one  days  had  elapsed  after  opening 
the  trenches  before  the  attack  became  serious. 
At  length,  {on  the  25th  of  Jul;)  notw^hstanding 
some  vigorous  sallies  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
the  covered  way,  the  horn- work,  and  the  advanc- 
ed Jl^ckCf  were  carried-  and  taken  possession  of 
during  the  night.  Three  separate  attacks,  by 
nine  hundred  men  each,  commanded  by  Major- 
general  Abercrombie,  under  the  superintendance 
6f  Lieutenant-general  Erbach,  took  place  upon 
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this  occasion ;  and  after  a  lodgment  lu^d  been   BOOK  I« 

ejected,  the  necessary  measures  were  adopted     ' 

for    battering    the  counter-guard  between  the  Chap.  JX 

born-work  and  the  body  of  the  place. 

The  most  singular  fact  in  the  history  of  this 
siege  is,  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  war  was. 
carried  on  under  ground ;  mines  and  counter- 
mines innumerable  having  been  formed  botji  by 
the  besiegers  and  the  besieged.  The  principal 
of  these  on  the  side  of  the.former  were  one  under 
the  glacis,  and  one  under  the  horn-work  of  the 
fortress ;  these  mines  were  completed  and  dis- 
charged on  the  25th  of  July,  and  in  the  night, 
between  nine  and  ten  o'clock^  were  sprung,  with 
the  most  complete  success.  The  English  and 
Austrians  immediately  embraced  the  opportunity 
to  throw  themselves  into  the  covered  way,  of 
'which  they  made  themselves  masters. 

Next  day  his  royal  highness  summoned  both 
the  commander  and  the  municipality,  declaring 
at  the  same  time  that  their  answer  would  irrevo- 
cably decide  the  fate  of  the  city,  and  that  no 
capitulation  would  be  afterwards  granted.  Ge- 
neral Ferrand,  the  governor,  and  Landu,  presi- 
dent of  the  sections,  having  demanded  a  truce 
of  twenty -four  hours,  a  negociation  took  place, 
and  Valenciennes  surrendered  to  the  emperor, 
the  garrison  being  allowed  the  honours  of  war. 

In  the  dispatch  transmitted  to  England  upon 
this  occasion,  and  immediately  inserted  in  the 
JLondon  Gazette  fQxtraordinary  of  August,  1793, 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  was  pleased 
to  express  himself  highly  satisfied  with  ^*  the  gal- 
lantry and  good  conouo^  of  Major-general  Aber- 
crombie, Colonel  Leigh,  and  Lieutenant-colonel 
Doyle.'*  In  a  second  dispatch,  announcing  the  sur* 
render  of  the  place,  it  is  also  stated  that  ^^  batteries 
were  allotted  at  different  times  to  be  worked  by  the 
royal  artillery  ;  and  every  commendation  i»due  to 
Major  Congreve,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of 
that  corps,  who  have  upon  this  occasion  fully  sup- 
ported the  reputation  they  have  so  long  enjoyed.'* 
In  the  course  of  a  few  days  more,  the  French 
army,  after  a  sharp  engagement,  was  obliu^eij  to 
abandon  the  strong  position  behind  the  Scheldt, 
called  Caesar's  camp,  on  which  Carabrayt  was 
immediately  summonedi;  and,  to  complete  the 
misfortunes  of  France,  Mentz  was  obliged  to 
capitulate  about  the  same  time.  The  trenches 
against  this  city  were  opened  on  the  19th  of  June, 
and  on  the  22d  of  July  it  was  surrendered  to  the 
King  of  Prussia.  The  garrison  was  allowed  to 
march  out  with  all  the  honours  of  war,  and  also  to 
carry  away  their  arms  and  baggage ;  it  w^s 
stipulated  ^*  that  they  should  not  serve  against  the 


*  Colonel  MoDcrieff. 

t  National  Convention. — Atig,  16.  It  was  announced  that  Cambray  bad  been  invested  and  summoned  to  sarr^ndin-  on 
the  8th  by  the  Imperial  General  de  Bores,  but  that  the  commandant  had  returned  the  following  reply  :  *'  J  have  rec*ci?eci 
your  letter,  general,  and  have  no  other  answer  to  retttni>  than  that  I  know  not  how  to  surrender,  but  1  do  know  how  to  Qirbt.? 

(No.  6.)  U 
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BOOIt  I,  fijlted  ponrers  until  tlic  ei:piration  of  a  year.** 

— — r  These  troops  were,  however,  empldyefd' io  the* 

Crfi^.  IX.  redtiction  of  the  insurgent  departments. 
^^Q^  The  loss  of  Ment9  wis  iimnediately  amtounf^'^ 
ed  to  the  convention  by  Barrfere';  who,  in  his 
I'eport  on  that'occusion,  attrihuted  the  misfortiincf 
solely  to  the  treachery  and  intrigues  of  Cusfine-, 
and  obtaine.d  a  decree  that  proved  fatal  to  that^ 
general.  Merlin,  who  had  acted  as  one  of  the 
ctommissioners  diiHng  tUe  sieflte,  after  ^iriiisrnfl^' 
the  gaU^ntry  of  the  soldiers;  stated  the  sca^ity 
of  provisions  to  have  hrec?n  stich, "  that  a  pound  of 
horse-fiefsh  had  been  sold  at  two,  and  a  dead  cat' 
at  six  Uvres.'*    He  added,  **  thai  one  thousand 


m'fie  hundred  men  were  sick  in  the  two  hospitals, 
that  five  thousand  had  faltenin  th<B  def&nt^e  of  the* 
place,  which  couid  not  possibly  hoM  out>  thr^e 
days  longer  ;  and  that  akhdugh  thie  capitolaliM 
wns  infamous,  it  was  the  tenlh  that  had  been  pro- 
posed, and  the  first  accepted." 

With  these  aebievetnenis,  the  successes  of 
the  allies  may  be  said  to  have  terminated  ;  the^ 
protraeted  siege  of  tbe  fortresses  luad  given  time 
tdthe  Fren^h^eople  to  recover  frond  the  conster- 
Mti^n'in  wh«eh  they  bad  be^w  thrown,  by  the 
defection  of  Dumouriex^  and  that  energy  which 
afterwards  produced  such  great  dKiti|^s  was  on 
the  ere  of  tmng  developed* 


CHAPTER  X. 

...  1 

Insurrection  in  La  Vendue — Convention  ever-awed  by  the  Mountain  Party-^Gironde  Memhen 
Proscribed — N«p  Constitution  of  France-^Dq^artments  arm  against  the  Jacobins-^RetoU  of 
Marseilks  andirons — Assassination  (^. Marat. 


WHILE  France  appeared  in  such  imminent 
danger  from  foreign  enemies,  stie  was  also  ex- 
posed to  all  the  horrors  of  intestine  war.  To 
effect  the  complete  subversion  of  the  republican 
government  in  France,  it  was  proposed  to  excite, 
by  a  bold  and  simultaneous  effort,  the  royalist 
party,  who  lay  concealed  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  but  chiefly  in  the  ancient  provinces  of 
Britanny  and  Poictou,  now  distinguished  by  the 
names  of  the  departments  of  La  Vendue,  and  La 
lioire.  Notwithstanding  the  severe  decrees  of  the 
convention,  immense  numbers  of  the  emigrants' 
had  secretly  repaired  thither  in  the  winter  of 
17^2,  and  the  vicinity  of  these  departments  to 
the  sea  afforded  every  facility  for  receiving  sup- 
plies of  men  and  military  stores,  and  also  ad- 
mitted of  the  co-operation  of  the  naval  powers. 
The  first  disturbances  in  these  departments  were 
considered,  by  the  convention,  as  a  mere  mo- 
mentary effervescence^  from  the  dislike  of  tlie 
populace  to  the  new  mode  which  had  been  adopt- 
ed for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  army  ;  but  before 
the  latter  end  of  March  the  insurgents  had  as- 
sumed a  more  formidable  appearance,  as  to 
numbers,  and  their  proceedings  appeared  to  be 
the  result  of  previous  arrang^ement.  They  pro- 
fessed to  act  by  the  authority  of  Monsieur,  the 
brother  of  the  late  king,  and  who  had  assumed 
die  title  of  regent :  on  the  23d  of  March,  the 
eenvention  was  informed  that   the   insurgents 


had  made  themselves  roasters  of  the  districts  of 
Cholet,  Montaigne,  and  Clisson^  and  had' defeat- 
ed General  Marce,  who  had  been  sent  to  quell 
them.  The  city  of  Nantz  was  besieged  by  them, 
and  the  number- of  royalists  encamped  before  that 
city  was  estimated  at  not  less  than  40,000.  In 
the  beginning  of  April  General  Berruy^e  was 
appointed  to  command  against  the  insurgents, 
but  notwithstanding  all  the  exertions  which  the 
French  revolutionary  government  could  make^ 
the  insurgents,  before  the  end  of  April,  possessed 
themselves  of  more  than  fifty  leagues  of  the 
country;  had  defeated  the  republicans  in  two 
^f^S^S^Da^D^S}  and  taken  a  great  number  of 
prisoners  ;  and  what  was  more  important  to  them^ 
an  immense  quantity  of  artillery  and  military 
stores. 

It  is  now  time  to  revert  to  the  state  of  the 
government  of  France,  and  to  review  the  prin- 
cipal events  which  occurred  at  Paris,  from  the 
death  of  the  king  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Mountain  party.  Ever  since  the  deposition  of 
the  king,  two  powerful  parties,  the  Gironde  and 
the  Mountain,  had  divided  tbeconvention.  Brissot, 
Petion,  Vergniaux,  and  their  associates,  almost. 
all  distinguished  by  their  talents,  formed  the 
party  of  the  Gironde.  Republicans  in  principle, 
they  had  contributed  to  weaken  tlie  constitutional 
throne,  but  they  had  taken  no  active  part  in  the 
conspiracy  by  which  it  was  overturned.     The 
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reTolutionisto  of  the  lOtb  of  August,  Danton, 
Robespierre,  Cbabot,  Barbaroux,  Fabre  d'Eg- 
lanliiie,  Coutbon,  and  CoUot  d'Herbois,  assumed 
the  name  of  the  Mountain.  These  aspired  io 
reap  the  fruits  of  their  treason,  and  to  govern 
the  republic  tbey  had  founded  on  the  ruins  of  the 
tbrooe.  Tlie  Oironde  party  were  unwiilikigto 
concede  to  them  this  preponderance ;  they  were 
at  first  supported  by  the  public  favour,  and  by 
the  majority  of  the  convention  :  but  the  party  of 
the  Mountain  made  up  by  audacity  and  mtrigue 
for  its  deficiency  in  numbiers,  and  by  degrees  se* 
cured  the  suffrages  and  support  of  the  Parisian 
populace.  Thus,  from  the  first  sittings  the  con« 
Tention  was  divided  into  two  parties,  whose  vio* 
lent  struggles  announced  new  convulsions.  In 
the  month  of  March,  that  infamous  blood-stained 
court,  afterwards  so  well  known  by  the  name  of. 
the  revolutionary  tribunal^  was  established.  The 
ofHce  of  this  tribunal  was  to  take  cognizance  of 
all  offences  against  the  safety  of  the  state  :  it  was> 
to  be  fixed  at  Parls»  The  judges  were  to  he 
ohosen  by  the  convention,  and  the  jury  from  the 
commune  of  Paris;  from  its  decision  there  was  no 
appeal,  and  on  the  7th  of  Aprils  a  committee  of 
public  safety  was  instituted  by  the  convention, 
invested  almost  with  unlimited  power,  a  power 
which  was  soon  abused  to  the  worst  of  purposes, 
and  laid  the  foundation  of  a  tyranny  the  most 
sanguinary  and  atrocious  the  world  had  ever  wit- 
nessed. The  trial  of  the  king  was  the  first  con* 
test  between  the  two  parties,  and  his  death  the 
first  triumph  of  the  Mountain  party  ;  the  Giron- 
dists approved  the  abolition  of  monarchy,  but  in 
general  wished  to  save  the  life  of  the  monarchy 

The  defection  of  Dumourtez  contributed  in 
no  small  degree  to  the  overthrow  of  the  Gironde 
party,  and  the  destruction  of  the  members  of  the 
Bourbon  family  remaining  in  the  power  of  the 
republicans ;  on  the  7th  of  April  it  was  decreed 
by  the  convention,  that  all  the  members  of  the 
Bourbon  family  should  be  detained  as  hostages 
for  the  safety  of  the  arrested  deputies,  and  that 
all  the  members  of  that  family  not  already  in  the 
Temple  should  be  removed  to  Marseilles ;  the 
ci-devant  Duke  of  Orleans,  though  a  member  of 
the  convention,  was  included  in  this  decree.  A 
considerable  part  of  the  month  of  April  was  spent 
in  discussing:  and  digesting  the  declaration  of 
rights,  which  was  to  serve  as  a  preface  to  the  new 
constitution.  On  the  10th  of  May,  the  convention 
took  possession  of  their  new  hall  in  the  Thuilleries, 
and  on  thai  day  decreed  the  first  article  of  the 
new  constitution ;  viz.  that  the  French  republic  is 
one  and  indivisible.  In  the  mean  time,  the  divi- 
sions which  had  so  long  subsisted  between  these 
two  parties  approached  rapidly  to  open  and 
avowed  hostility.  The  Mountain  party  had  se- 
cured the  attachment  of  the  populace  of  Paris, 
aad  the  jacobin  olub  bad  become  devoted  to  this 


faction.  Even  the  virtues  of  the  Girondists  tended  BCKML  I. 
tO" accelerate  their  ruin  :  their  humane  attempt  ■■ 

to  save  tlie  life  of  the  devoted  Louis,  was  urged  C«ai»^X. 
against  them  as  an  unpardonable  crime,  and  as  ^"^ZCT*^ 
manifesting,  a  culpable  indifierence  to  the  cause      ^^^ 
of  freedom.     To  these  causes  may  be  added  the 
manifest   incapacity    they   evinced  in  the  con* 
duct  of  public  aifiiiffs  ;  their  neglect  of  the  arrny^ 
and  their  tardiness  in  presenting  the  nation  with 
a  constitution.     On  the  Iftth  of  April,  a  petition 
was  presented  by  the  communes  of  the  48  sec- 
tions of  Paris,    at   the  bar  of   the  convention, 
demanding,  that  tweniy^two  of  the  deputies  of 
the  Gironde  party  should  be  impeached.    This 
party,  however,  continued  to  have  a  preponderance 
m  the  convention,  and  Marat,  a  furious  and  fan-- 
atie  leader  of  the  Mountain  party,  was  accused 
by  the  convention,  and  committed  to  the  Abbey 
prison,  but  in  a  few  days  he  was  acquitted  by 
a  jury,  and  retnmed  to  the  hall  of  the  conven- 
tioA  in  triumph. 

An  explosion  at  length  took  place.  The 
Mountain  party,  alarmed  at 'a  proposal  which  had 
been  made  to  remove  the  convention  to  Bourges, 
and  surround  it  with  a  guard  from  the  depart* 
ments,  roused  the  populace  of  Paris  to  a  state  of 
open  insurrection.  At  four  o*clock  in  the  morning 
of.thedlstof  May  the  tocsin  was  sounded,  and 
the  alarm  gun  was  fired  ;  tfai^  barriers  were  shut ; 
and  the  commotion  every- whwrre  visible  throughout 
the  capital,  denoted  an  approachiivg  crisis.  Hen« 
riot,  the  commander  of  the  national  gtiard,  a  man 
entirely  devoted  to  Robespierre,  instead  of  taking 
the  proper  measures  for  the  protection  of  the 
convention,  was  a  party  in  the  plot  against  it. 
Surrounded  without  by  an  outraf^eous  multitude, 
and  assailed  within  by  the  party  of  the  Mountain, 
many  of  the  representatives  were  alarmed  for 
their  own  safety.  At.  length,  after- th^  tumult 
bad  continued  a  considerable  time,  a  deputation 
from  the  revolutionary  committees,  appeared  at 
the  bar,  and  demanded  the  immediate  suppression 
of  the  commission  of  twelve,  which  had  been, 
nominated  on  purpose  to  restrain  anarchy ;  a 
revolutionary  army  of  ians-culottes ;  a  decree  of 
accusation  against  twenty-two  legislators  ;  arid  a 
diminution  in.  the  price  of  bread.  They  also  in^ 
sisted  that  certain  deputies  should  be  dtsp^Atcbed 
to  the  south,  on  purpose  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
counter-revolution  that  prevailed  there ;  and  they 
at  the  same  time  suggested  the  arrest  of  Claviere, 
the  minister  of  public  contributions,  and  Le  Brnn, 
the  minister  for  foreign  affairs.  Their  enmity, 
however,  wsls  chiefly  directed  against  the  princi- 
pal members  of  the  Gironde,  whom  they  termed 
the  accomplices  of  IKimouriez  and  the  coalesced 
powers ;  they  attributed  to  them  the  intention  of 
dividing  the  nation  into  federate  republics  ;  and, 
with  in  inconj^uity  of  malice  that  would  have 
appeared  contemptible  at  any  other  period,  tbey^ 
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BOOK  T.  at  the  same  time  denounced  them  as  having  en- 
■  ♦•  tered  into  a  plot  to  place  the  Duke  of  Orleans  on 

Chap.  X.  the  throne.  But  notwithstanding  the  intreaties 
and  even  the  threats  of  factious  committees,  sup- 
ported by  the  municipality,  the  administrators  of 
the  department,  the  populace  of  the  suburbs,  the 
seditious  vociferations  of  the  spectators,  and  the 
tumultuous  cries  of  the  Mountain,  the  convention 
still  refused  to  sacrifice  the  victims  demanded 
by  the  conspirators.  This,  hov^ever,  was  the  last 
effort ;  for  two  days  afterwards,  the  legislature^ 
finding  itself  besieged  and  imprisoned  in  its  ovm' 
hall,  was  at  length  intimidated  into  compliance, 
and  not  only  decreed  the  arrest  of  all  the  ob- 
noxious deputies,^  but  proscribed  those  who 
endeavoured  to  avoid  death   by  flight. 

The  vanquished  party  had  wished  for  a 
republican  form  of  government,  founded  on  the 
immutable  basis  of  virtue.  The  triumphant  fac- 
tion, on  the  contrary,  conceding  to  popular 
opinions,  still  maintained  indeed  all  the  forms  of 
a  commonwealth,  but,  under  the  veil  of  liberty, 
introduced  the  most  terrible  and  the  most  odioiia 
despotism  ;  and  although  they  immediately  drew 
up  a  new  and  seductive  constitution,  yet  they 
contrived  to  suspend  all  its  benefits  until  the 
return  of  peace. 

The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  this 
constitution  : — It  consisted  of  124  articles,  ar» 
ranged  under  appropriate  heads.  '^  The  rights 
of  a  citizen  are  acquired,  as  to  natives,  by 
birth ;  foreigners  acquire  them  by  marrying  a 
French  woman,  by  being  domiciliated  in  France 
for  one  year,  by  maintaining  an  aged  person, 
or  adopting  a  child.  The  sovereignty  of  the 
eople  is  asserted  next.  The  primary  assem- 
lies  are  composed  of  two  hundred  citizens  at 
the  least,  and  six  hundred  at  the  most,  of 
those  who  have  been'  inhabitants  for  six  months 
in  each  canton.  The  elections  are  made  by 
ballot,  or  open  vote,  at  the  option  of  each 
voter.  The  suffrages  upon  laws  are  given  by 
yes  or  no.  Of  the  national  representation,  the 
population  is  the  sole  basis.  There  is  one  deputy 
for  every  forty  thousand  individuals.  Each  re^ 
union  of  primary  assemblies  resulting  from  a 
population  of  from  thirty-nine  thousand  to  forty- 
one  thousand  souls,  nominates  directly  one  de- 
puty. The  French  nation  assemble  every  year, 
on  the  first  of  May,  for  the  election.    The  pri« 
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♦  Brissot, 
Vergniaud, 
Gensonii^, 
DiicoSy 
Lacaze, 
Duperret, 
Carra, 
Gardien, 
Valaz^, 


Duprat, 

Silierv, 

Fauchet, 

La  Source, 

Beaurais, 

Duchastel, 

Mainville, 

Gaudety 

Le  Hardy, 


mary  assemblies  are  formed  upon  extraordinary 
occasions,   on  the  demand  of  a  fifth,   from  the 
citizens  who  have  a  right  to  vote  in  them  ;   but 
the  extraordinary  assemblies  only  deliberate  when 
more  than  one  half  of  the  citizens  are -present. 
Electoral  assemblies  are  formed  by  the  citizens 
united  iu   primary   assemblies,   who  name  one 
elector  for  every  two  hundred  citizens,  and  in 
proportion.  The  legislative  body  holds  its  session 
for  a  year,  and  its  first  meeting  is  the  first  of 
July.    Its  members  cannot  be  called  in  question 
for  the  opinions  they  have  delivered  in  the  na- 
tional assembly.    The  functions  of  the  legislative 
body    are    to    propose  laws  and  pass  decrees, 
superintend  public  instruction,  the  national  do- 
main, and  make  the  declarations  of   war;    to 
provide  for  the  defence  of  the  territory,  and  ratify 
treaties.    The  formation  of  the  law  is  as  follows  : 
The  plan  of  a  law  is  preceded  by  a  report ;  and 
the  discussion  of  it  cannot  take  place  till  fifteen 
days    after  the  report  is  made.      The    plan    is 
printed,  and  sent  to  all  the  communes  of  the 
republic,    ubder  this  title,    *^  Law  proposed.'* 
Forty  days  after,  the  law  proposed  is  sent  to  the 
departnlents  ;  if  in  more  than  half  of  the  depart- 
ments the  tenth  of  the  primary  assemblies  of  each 
have  not  objected  to  it,  the  plan  is  accepted,  and 
becomes  ^  law.    The  executive  council  is  com- 
posed of  twenty-four  members,  for  which  the 
electoral  assembly  of  each  department  nominates 
one  candidate.    The  legislative  body  choose  the 
members  of  the  council  from  the  general  list. 
One  half  of  it  is  renewed  by  each  legislature,  in 
the  last  month  of  the  session.    It  nominates,  not 
froni  its  own  body,  the  agents  in  chief  of  the 
general    administration   of   the  republie.    The 
legislative  body  determines  the  number  and  the 
functions  of  these  agents.    Civil  justice  is  ad- 
ministered by  justices  of  the  peace,  elected  by 
the  citizens,  in  circuits  determined  by  the  law  ; 
to    conciliate  and    judge    without   expense. — 
Their  number  and  their  competence  are  deter- 
ibiuable  by  the  legislature.     The  justices  of  the 
peace  are  elected  every  year.     In  criminal  cases, 
no  individual  can  be  tried,  but  on  an  examination 
received  by  a  jury,  or  decreed  by  the  legislative 
body.    The  fact  and  the  intention  are  declared 
by  a  jury  of  judgment.     The  punishment  is  ap- 
plied by  a  criminal  tribunal.  The  criminal  judges 
are  elected  yearly,  by  the  electoral  assemblies. 


BoUeati, 

Antibuul, 

Vig6e, 

Gorsas, 

Petion, 

Sa]las, 

Canibon, 

Barbarous, 

Buzot, 


Birattean, 

Uabaut  St.  £Ueniie, 

Lanjuinais, 

Grangiien^?e, 

Le  Sage, 

Louvet, 

Dueos, 

Lanthenas,  and 

Dussaulx. 


^  Ducos,  Dussaulx,  and  LantheDas,  were  aAerwsids  excepted  from  this  decree,  which  ioTolved  all  the  members  of  th^ 
COQunittee  of  twelre,  but  Foufrede  and  St.  Maurtio. 
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The  general  force  of  the  republic  is  composed  of 
tlie  nvhole  people.  All  the  French  are  soldiers ; 
they  are  all  exercised  in  the  use  of  arms.  No 
armed  body  can  deliberate.  The  public  force, 
employed  against  enemies  from  without,  acts 
unaer  the  orders  of  the  executive  council.  Na~ 
tional  conventions  may  be  appointed  on  extraor- 
dinary occasions.  If,  in  a  majority  of  the  depart- 
ments, the  tenth  of  the  primary  assemblies  of 
each,  regularly'  formed,  demand  the  revision 
of  the  constitutional  act,  the  legislative  body  is 
bound  to  convoke  ail  the  primary  assemblies  of 
the  republic,  to  know  if  v  there  be  ground  for  a 
national  convention.  The  national  convention  is 
formed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  legislatores, 
and  unites  in  iiself  their  power.  Under  the  title 
of  the  correspondence-  <h  the  French  republic 
ivittt  foreign  nations,  we  find  the  French  people 
b  the  friend  and  natural  ally  of  every  free 
people.  It  does  not  interfere  in  the  government 
of  other  nations.  It  does  not  suffer  other  nations 
to  interfere  in  the  government  of  its  awn.  It 
gives  an  asylum  to  foreigners  banished  from 
their  country  for  the  cause  of  liberty.  It  does 
Bot  make  peace  vnth  an  enemy  that  occupies  its 
territory." 

In  the  mean  time,  several  of  the  departments 
took  the  alarm,  and  determined  to  aVenge  the 
outrages  committed  against  their  deputies.  The 
city  of  Caen  resolved  not  to  acknowledge  the 
convention,  or  receive  any  of  its  decrees,  until 
the  imprisoned  members  were  restored  to  their 
functions.  This  body  at  the  same  time  received 
neUce,  that  no  sooner  had  an  account  of  their  late 

!)roceedings  reached  Bourdeaux,  than  cries  of 
ndignation  resounded  from  every  quarter ;  and 
-the  president  of  the  administration  of  Isle  and 
Vilame  transmitted  a  letter,  in  the  name  of  the 
constituted  authorities,  io  announce  their  reso* 
lution  ^'to  send  an  armed  force  to  Paris,  on 
purpose  to  rescue  the  legislature  from,  the  state 
of  oppression  in  which  it  languished,  ulider  the 
dominion  of  a  handful  of  anarchists.'^    The  de- 

Sartments  of  Calvadoes;  the  Rhone,  and  the 
loire,  also  publicly  avowed  their  determination 
to  disown  the  convention ;  and  the  first  of  these 
actually  imprisoned  three  of  the  jacobin  deputies, 
vrho  had  been  sent  thither  with  a  view  of  propa- 

fating  their  tenets,  and  supporting  their  cause. 
X  this  critical  moment  too,  a  complete  counter- 
revolution took  place  at  Lyons ;  Marseilles  wafs 
threatened  with  commotions  ;  Toulon  exhibited 
manifest  symptoms  of  disaffection ;  and  the 
cause  of  the  Mountain  for  a  moment  appeared 
desperate. 

Several  of  the  proscril^ed  deputies,  having 
escaped  from  their  confinement,  now  sought  an 
asylum  at  Nantes,  Rennes,  Bourdeaux,  Caen, 
and  Evreux.  Others,  abaniloning  an  assembly 
iu  frhich  cruelty  and  injustice  preponderated, 
<No.  6.> 


fled  from  Paris  and  joined  them.    Considered  .'BOOK  ft 
as  the  martyrs  of  liberty,  they  were  every-where  "' 

received  with  the  most  lively  transports^  of  joy ;  Chap.  X. 
and  a  general  insurrection  of  the  provinoes  ^ 
against  the  capital  was  immediately  agreed  opon. 
Many  of  the  cities  nominated  commissioners  for 
the  purpose  of  concerting  with  the  deputies  from 
the  districts,  relative  to  the  measures  which  the 
present  critical  state  of  aflhirs  seemed  to  render 
necessary.  Succours  of  men  and  of  money  were 
promised  by  all  ;^  and  the  archives  of  the  oapitid 
of  the  Gironde,  in  whic;h,  the  most  zealoos  tff 
their  partisans  resided,  are  said  to  htive  contained 
decrees  of  adhesion  and  support  on  the  part  df 
ito  fewer  than  seventy *two  departments-  < 

But  this  plan,  alike  destitiUe  of  tmiformityt 
and  foresight,  exposedthecause  of  liberty  to  new 
dangers ;  and  while  it  added  to,  and  even  seemed 
to  countenance  the  ferocity  of  the  jacobins,  dis- 
tracted and  nearly  proved  fatal  to  the  republit^.. 
After  the  passions  erf  the  people  were  permitte<L 
to  subside,  few  could  be  prevailed  upon,  to  embark 
in  so  desperate  a  cause,  and  a  civil  war  soon  be* 
gan  to  appear  odious  to  all,  and  peculiarly  impo- 
litic at  such  a  critical  period. 

But  notwithstanding  many  of  the  depiart* 
ments  declined  to  declare  openly,  yet  commis- 
sioners from  the  Gironde,  Isle.  Vilaine,  and 
Finisterre,  assembled,  and  resolved  to  march  to 
Paris  with  their  fellow- citizens,  to  restore  the 
proscribed  members,  insure  the  liberty  of  the 
convention,  and  obtain  the  punishment  of  tlie 
guilty. 

No  sooner  did  the  indignant  provihcee  begins 
to  think  of  avenging  the  common  cause,  than  a 
'  number  of  the  accused  deputies  assembled  toge- 
ther, for  the  purpose  of  directing  their  movements.. 
Buzot  and  Gorsas,*  who  had  not  been  seized,  and 
Barbaroux  and  Petion,  who  escaped  from  arrest,, 
were  already  at  Caen,  and  headed  the  insurrec^ 
'  tion  of  the  west»  Louvet,  who  had  distinguished 
.  himself  by  the  energy  of  his  writings  and  his 
speeches,  flying  from  raris,  rejoined  his  friends,, 
'  and  found  that  eight  coalesced  departments  had 
already  nominated  their  commissioners;  that 
Wimpflfen,  the  gallant  defender  of  Tfaionvilley. 
had  been  chosen  as  the  leader,  while  De.Puisaye* 
was  appointed  by  him  to  act  as  adjutant-general- 
Conscious  that  the  success  of  their  plan  depended 
chiefly  on  the  celerity  of  thejr  motions,  Uie  Gi- 
rondists wished  the  troops  to  begin  their  marcb 
immediately,  and  even  proposed  to  advartce  to* 
tlie  capital,  where  they  knew  that  their  friends 
were  both  numerous  and  formidable,,  at  the  head 
of  the  Bretons  and  Normans  alone.  Bot  the' 
general  initisted  on  organizing  )m  army,  and 
pointed  out  the  advantages  likely  to  ensue  from 
a  delay  that  would  enable  him  to  increase  the 
number  of  their  partisans,  by  the  junction  of  the 
troops  expected  firoita  ike  south,  and  thuis  readte 
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BOOK   I.  succ^s  inavitable«      lie   accordinglf  coatented 

.  himself  with  dispersing  proclamations ;    and  oa 

.Chap.  X.  :heing  summpiied  io  give  ao  acoouDt  of  his  con^ 

^'t^^^^'"^'*^  4uct  by, the  faction  that  bad  aasumed  the  reins  of 

^^^      government,  he  replied,  that  ^^  he  would  disclose 

his  motives  and  intentions  at  the  head  of  sixty 

thousand  men.*' 

:,  .)  At  length  the  proscribed  deputies  began  to 
suspect  that  Wimp0en  and  De  Puisaye  were  not 
only  royalists,  but  secretly  attached  to  the 
interests  pf  a  neighbouring  nation,  by  means  of 
whiph  they  wished  to  place  one  of  the  Bourbons 
«on  the  thrQnes  of  their  ancestors.  The  former  of 
;the8e  ai  )la9^  disclosed  his  mind  freely,  and  pro- 
posed' a  junction  vith  the  army  of  La  Vendee. — 
He  represented,  to  the  committee,  that  in  the  pre- 
sept  situation  4>i  afiairs  this  union  could  not  be 
imputed  to  treason^  bui  to  the  force  of  circum- 
stances :  be  added,  that  republics,  both  ancient 
and  mode^,  had  flourishea  with  kings  at  their 
head  r  and  t^t  France  might  safely  follow  their 
.example*  It  was  true  the  convention  had 
.abolished  royal ty^  but  this  law  was  not  yet 
.formally  sanctioned  by  the  people^  and  could 
only  be  couteniplated  as  an  event  produced  by 
the  pressure  of  the  occasion.  He  insisted  on  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  a  coalition  with  the 
!  insurgei^ts  ;.  and  concluded  by  promising  the 
.  assistance. «^  Hhgland,  with  which  he  kept  i^  a 
secret  communication  and  correspondence.  But 
the  (jirpodists,  who  were  sincerely  attached  to  a 
republican  forn^  of  government,  refused  to  ac- 
cede to  any  plan  in  opposition  to  their  avowed 
•  principles;  and,  notwithstanding  his  former  ex- 
ploits against  the  emigrants,  they  from  this 
moment  clearly  perceived  that  the  commander 
whom  they  bad  selected  to  support  the  cause  of 
the  commonwealth,  was  devoted  to  the  cause  of 
the  monarchy. 

On  being  pressed  to  advance  directly  to  Paris 

j  without  waiting  for   the  ari^val  of  the  depart- 

.n^ental  forces,   Wimpffea    at    length  marched 

towards,. Vernon,  M  the  head  of  a  small  body  of 

;  troops.    The  jficobins,  who  had  assembled  some 

forces   in, that  town,   immediately  sallied  forth 

and  r€;ceived  them  with  a  discharge  of  artillery. 

On   this,   eitlier  actuated  by  treason,  or  struck 

with  a  sudden  panic,  the  whole  of  the  insurgents 

;  betook  themselves  to  iight,  except  a  single  bat- 

.  talion   of  four   hundred   men  from   Fjnisterre : 

j 'Which,    OB    seehig   itself  abandoned,  retired  in 

..good  order  to  Evreux,    where  the  fugitives  at 

,Iengt)i  ratUed. 

After  this  they  were  all  re-condgicted  to 
.  Caen,  which  the  general  now  proposed  to  fortify, 
*that  they  might  there  wait  for  the  quotas  of 
f  troops  promised  by  the  neighbouring  depart- 
.  ments.  But  the  exited  deputies,  disgusted  iiyith 
bis  conduct,  and  seeing  no  prospect  of  success, 
refused  ih^  fussept..  /X;he  armed  citizens,  ac- 


jtualed  by  the  same  motives,  marched  towards 
their  respective  districts:  .Win3|>flen  and  De 
Puisaye  concealed  themselves  ;  tlie  forlorn  t^pre-- 
sentatives  betook  themselves  to  flight ;  some 
perished  by  the  guillotine ;  ^^tlier^  by  fatigue  and 
famine ;  while  the  victorious  party  stained  their 
triumph  by  a  series  of  cruelty,  injustice,  ajod 
Moodshed. 

In   the  beginning  of  July  an  insurrection 
broke  out  at  Lyons.    A  congress  of  the  dejmrt- 
meut  was  convoked  at  that  city,  in  which  it  was 
resolved   to  march  a  considerable  force  for  the 
reduction  of  Paris  :    tbe   Mountain   party  was 
declared  to  be  outlawed ;     and  the  provisions 
destined  for  the  armies  we^e  intercepted,    llie 
cities   of  Marseilles    and    Toulon  followed  the 
example  of  Lyons,  and  entered  into  that  famous 
confederacy  for  dissolving  the  convention,  which 
has    since  been    distinguished  by   the  name  of 
•Federalism.    On  the  I2tik  of  July,  the  Marseillois 
issued  a  manifesto  to  the  French  nation,  in  which 
they  declared,    that  the.  situation  of  Paris  was 
equivalent  to  a  declaration  ^f  war   against  the 
whole)  republic,    and  they  urged  the  people  to 
Join  tiieir  standard,   and  assist  in  reducing  the 
faction,   which   had  usurped  the  powers  of  the 
republic.    .  It   belongs  to  a  later  period  of  this 
history  to  detail  the  .traiv»actions    conclusive  of 
.these   generous  effonts  to  subvert  the  power  of 
the  ferocious  faction,  which  now  ruled  France 
with  a  rod  of  iron.    On  the  eighth  of  July,  the 
committee  of  public  safety  produced  its  report 
concerning  the  imprisom^  deputies  of  the  con- 
vention.   It  charged  Brissot,  Petion,  and  some 
others,   with  being  the    constant  favourers  of 
royalty.       .It    alleged     that    they    had    con- 
spired to :  place  a  new  .monarch  on  the  throne, 
some  of  them  in  the  .person  of  Louis    Capet, 
and  others  in  that  of  the  Duke  of  York.    Petion 
was  accused  of  having  signed  the  order  on  the 
lOlh  of  August,  to  .fire  on  the  people  from  the 
Thuilleries.    And  Roland  was  accused  in  gene- 
ral terms  of  persecuting  the  republicans.     On 
these  charges,  the  convention  declared  those  who 
had  fled  from  the  .decree  of  arrest,  traitors  to 
their  country,  and.  they  were  put  out  of  the  pro- 
tection of  the  law. 

These  outrageous  proceedings  on  the  part 
of  the  Mountain  party,  necessarily  produced  a 
considerable  re-action,  and  which,  in  one  memo- 
rable instance,  was  fatal  to  one  of  the  most  vio- 
lent of  these  incendiaries.  A  female  of  the  name 
of  Charlotte  Corday,  enthusiastically  attached  to 
the  Gironde  party,  in  the  beginning  of  July  pro- 
ceeded from  Caen,  in  Normandy,  to  devote  her 
life  to  what  she  considered  as  the  cause  of  liberty 
and  her  country*  The  following  account  of  this 
singular  event  is  from  the  lively  pen  of  Helen 
Maria  Williams,  who  was  at  Paris  at  the  time 
this  transaction  look  place. 
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**  Charlotte  Anne  Marie  Corday  was  a  native 
of  St.  Satunyn,  in  the  department  of  the  Orne. 
She  appears  to  bare  liTed  in  a  state  of  literary 
retirement  Vuh  her  father,  and  by  the  study  of 
ancient  and  modern  historians  to  have  imbibed 
a  strong  attachment  to  liberty.  She  had  been 
accustomed  to  assimilate  certain  periods  of  an^ 
cient  history  with  the  events  that  were  passing 
before  her,  and  was  probably  excited  by  the 
examples  of  antiquity  to  the  commission  of  a 
deed,  which  she  believed,  with  fond  enthusiasm, 
would  deliver  and  save  her  country.* 

^^  Being  at  Caen  when  the  oitiiens  of  the  de- 
partment were  enrolling  themselves  to  march  to 
the^  relief  of  the  convention,  tlie  animation  with 
which  she  saw  them  devoting  their  lives  to  their 
country,  led  her  to  execute  without  delay,  the 
project  she  had  formed.  U[|ider  pretence  of 
going  home«  she  came  to  Paris,  and  the  third  day 
after  her  arrival  obtained  admission  to  Marat. 
She  had  invented  a  story  to  deceive  him ;  and 
when  he  promised  her  that  all  the  promoters  of 
the  insurrection  in  the  departments  should  be. 
sent  to  the  guillotine,  she  drew  out  a  knife  which 
she  had  purchased  for  the  occasion,  and  plunged 
it  into  his  breast  She  was  immediately  appre- 
hended, and  conducted  to  the  Abbey  prison,  irooi 
which  she  was  transferred  to  the  Conciergerie, 
and  brought  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal. 

'^  This  intrepid  female  acknowledged  the 
deed,  and  justified  it  by  asserting,  that  it  was  a 
duty  she  owed  her  country  to  rid  the  world  of  a 
monster,  whose  sanguinary  doctrines  were  framed 
to  involve  the  country  in  anarchy  and  civil  war, 
and  asserted  her  right  to  put  Marat  to  death  as  a 
convict  already  condemned  by  the  public  opini- 
on.— She  trusted  that  her  example  would  inspire 
the  people  with  that  energy  which  had  been  at  all 
times  the  distinguished  characteristic  of  repub« 
licaos  ^  and  which  she  defined  to  be  that  devoted- 
ness  to  our  country  which  renders  life  of  little 
comparative  estimation. 

^'  Her  deportment  during  the  trial  was  modest 
and  dignified*    There  was  so  engaging  a  soft- 
ness in  her  countenance,  that  it  was  difficult  to 
conceive  how  she  could  have  armed  herself  with 
sufficient  intrepidity  to  execute  the  deed.    Her 
answers  to  the  interrogatories  of  the  court  were 
full  of  point  and  energy.     She  sometimes  sur« 
prised  the  audience  by  her  wit,  and  excited  their 
admiration  by  her  eloquence.     Her  face  some- 
times beamed  with  sublimity,  and  was  sometimes 
<M)vered  with  smiles.    At  the  close  of  her  trial 
she  took   three  letters  from    her  bosom,    pre- 
sented them  to  the  judges,  and  requested  they 
might  be  forwarded  to  the  persons  to  whom  they 
were  addressed.   Two  were  written  to  Barbaroux,  . 
in  which,  with  great  ease  and  spirit,  she  relates 
her  adventures    from  her  leavmg  Caen  to  the 
morning  of  her  trial.    The  other  was  an  afiec- 
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tionate  and  solemn  adieu  to  her  father.  She  BOOI^  !• 
retired  while  the  jury  deliberated  on  their  ver-. 
diet ;  and  when  she  again  entered  the  tribunal, 
there  was  a  majestic  solemnity  i^  h^r  demeanour 
which  perfectly  became  her  situation.  She  heard 
her  sentence  with  attention  and  composure ;  and 
after  conversing  for  a  few  minutes  with  her 
counsel  and  a  friend  of  mine,  who  had  sat  near 
her  during  the  trial,  and  whom  she  requested 
to  discharge  some  trifling  debts  she  had  incurred 
in  the  prison,  she  left  the  court  with  the  same 
serenity,  and  prepared  herself  for  the  last 
scene. 

**  She  bad  concluded  her  letter  to  her  fa- 
ther with  this  verse  of  Corneille, 

''  C'est  !e  crime  qui  fait  la  honte,  et  non  pas  I'^chafaud.** 

It  is  difiicult  to  conceive  the  kind  of  heroism 
which  she  displayed  in  the  way  to  execution. — 
The  women  who  were  called  furies  jof  the  guillo- 
tine, and  who  bad  assembled  to  insult  her  on 
leaving  the  prison,  were  awed  into  silence  by  her 
demeanour,  while  some  of  the  spectators  uncov- 
ered their  heads  before  her,  and  others  gave  loud 
tokens  of  applause.  There  was  such  an  air  of 
chastened  exultation  thrown  over  her  counten^ 
ance,  that  she  inspired  sentiments  of  love  rather 
than  sensations  of  pitv.  She  ascended  the  scaf- 
fold with  undaunted  nrmness,  and,  knowing  that 
she  had  only  to  die,  was  resolved  to  die  with 
dignity.  She  had  learned  from  her  jailor  the 
mode  of  punishment,  but  was  not  instructed  in 
the  detail ;  and  when  the  executioner  attempted 
to  tie  her  feet  to  the  plank,  she  resisted^  from  an 
apprehension  that  be  had  been  ordered  to  insult 
her;  but  on  his  explaining  himself,  she  submitted 
with  a  smile.  Wlien  he  took  off  her  handkerchief, 
the  moment  sha  bent  under  the  fatal  stroke,  she 
blushed  deeply ;  and  her  head,  which  was  held  up 
to  the  multitude  the  moment  after,  exhibited  this 
last  impression  of  offended  modesty.** 

The  leaders   of  the   faction,    who  thought 
every  measure  good  that  could  be  made  subser- 
vient to  their  purpose,  found  this  event  too  replete 
with  favourable  circumstances  to  be  neglected. — 
Marat,  whom  they  had  thrown  aside  to  die  at 
leisure,  unless  perchance  he  should  have  lived 
to  share  the  fate  to  which  they  afterwards  con- 
demned their  other  agents,  was  now  restored  to 
more  than  his  ancient  honours,  was  proclaimed  a 
martyr,  and  his  death  ordered  to  be  lamented  as 
an  irreparable  loss  to  the  republic'  The  conspi* 
rators  declared    that  no  farther  doubt  of  the- 
federalism  of  the  departments  remained.     The 
death  of  Marat  was  the   point  of  conviction.— 
Every  member  of  Uie  Mountain  was  to  be  assas- 
sinated in  his  turn,  and  the  traitors  of  the  depart- 
meats  had  their  accomplices  in  Paris,  who  had 
whetted   their  poniards  to  involve  the  city  ia 
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BOOK   I.  destruction.  Though  the  Parifiiaiw  were  not  sutt^ 

dently  credulous  to  belicTe  these  <»]uHiniet,  the 

Chap.  XI.  faction  made  them  the  pretence  to  proceed  to  the 
^•^-v^  commission  of  further  crimes  :   and  while  they 


endeaToured  to  amuse  the  people  witli  what  they 
called  the  inaoguratiou  of  Marat  and  of  Chalier; 
they  were  meditating  the  murder  of  the  deputies 
whom  theiy  had  driTen  from  the  legislatore. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

The  Allied  Courts  agree  to  dhide  their  Forces — The  Duke  of  York  makes  an  vnsuccessfut  Aitempi 
upon  Dunkirk-^Is  obUged  to  retreat — Action  at  Maubeuge — Capture  of  Quesnoy — Campaign 
on  the  Rhine — Fictories  of  Piehegru  and  Hoch^^JVar  in  La  Vendee^  and  on  tke^  Frontiers  of 
Spain  and  lialy — Si^e  and  Evacuation  of  Ttmlom — Cruel  Tnetdment  of  the  Inhabiianie  of 
Toulon^ 


WHILE  the  French  republic  was  thus  a 
prey  to  intestine  disorders,  and  the  theatre  of  un- 
precedented  crimes,  the  capture  of  Valenciennes, 
and  the  forced  retreat  of  the  wreck  of  the  French 
army  from  under  the  protection  of  Cambray^ 
seemed  to  present  a  fair  opportunity  to  the  com- 
bined forces  of  marching  to  the  capital  and  decid- 
ing Ihe  fate  of  Europe.  But  the  allied  courts 
were  dasxled  by  their  success,  and  cherished 
sentiments  of  individual  aggrandisement,  incon- 
sistent with  their  professed  object. 

Two  of  the  chief  fortresses  in  the  French 
Netherlands  were  already  in  possession  of  the 
emperor;   and   it  was  now  determined   by  the 
English  cabinet  to  re-annex   part  of  maritime 
Flanders  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.   Accord- 
ingly, while  the  Austrians  undertook  the  siege 
of  Quesnoy,  with  a  view  to  increase  their  acqui- 
sitions in  that   quarter,   the  Duke  of  York,  at 
the  head  of  the  English  troops,  and  a  body  of 
Dutch  and  Hanoyenaus,  advanced  and  occupied 
a  camp  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Menin.      No 
sooner  did  the  French  become  acquainted  with 
this  intended   seoaration   of  the   allied  armies, 
than  they  resolved  once  more  to  resume  offensive 
operations.  Advantage  was  taken  of  the  inactivity 
el  the  Prussians,   after  the  conquest  of  Ments, 
and  drafts    were   accordingly    made  from  the 
armies  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Moselle,  while  the 
new  levies  could  be  clothed,  embodied,  and  dis- 
ciplined. ^  Houcbard,  already  celebrated  by  his 
exploits  in  Germany,  was  placed  at  the  head  of 
ihe  army  of  the  north. 

The  French  having  attacked  Lincelles,  a 


post  lately  taken  and  occupied  by  command  of 
the  hereditary  Prince  of  Orange,  Major-general 
liske,  with  three  battalions,  consisting  of  the  first, 
Coldstream,  and  third  regiment  of  guards,  was 
sent  on  the  18th  of  August  to  the  assistance  of 
the  Dutch  troops,  who  had  unfortunately  re*- 
treated  by  a  different  road.  But  notwithstanding 
this  discouraging  circumstance,  and  the  manifest 
superiority  of  the  enemy,  an  immediate  attack  was 
determined  iipen.  The  English  were  accord- 
ingly formed,  and  advanced  under  a  heavy  fire 
against  a  redoubt  of  uncommon  size  and  strengtb,K 
erected  upon  a  height  in  front  of  the  village. 
After  firing  three  or  four  rounds,  they  charged 
with  bayonets,  stormed  the  works,  drove  out  the 
enemy,  dispersed  them  after  they  had  rallied,  and 
took  eleven  pieces  of  cannon,  and  about  fifty 
prisoners.* 

In  the  mean  time  Field-marshal  Frevtag, 
at  the  head  of  the  Hanoverians,  defeated  the 
French  at  Oost  Capelle,  Rexpede,  and  Hoen- 
choote,  and  took  eleven  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
two  hundred  prisoners,  while  the  Duke  df  York 
advanced  with  the  besieging  army  in  three 
columns  from  Furnes,  on  purpose  to  attack  the 
camp  of  Ghiveide,  On  this  the  enemy  aban* 
doned  their  position  during  the  night,  and  a 
redoubt  in  the  course  of  the  next  day.  Field* 
marshal  Freytag  at  the  same  time  seized  on  the 

Sosts  of  Warmarthe  and  Eckelsbeek,  and  the 
ridge  of  Lefferink's  Hocke ;  the  English  also^ 
after  repulsing  a  sally,  and  experiencing  some 
loss  in  conseauence  of  approaching  the  place 
during  the  ardour  of  pursuit,  obtained  posses* 


*  The  l4>Ddon  Gazette  Extraordinary  states,  **  fiom  the  ooncnrringf  testimony  of  the  prieotiers,  that  the  enemy  bad 
tweWe  bftttaltons  at  the  post,  and  must  have  been  apwanls  of  five  thousand  aien.'.'  LieateDant-colouel  Bnawen,  of  the 
Coldstream,  and  lieutenant  de  PeysUfr,  of  the  royal  artilkry,  were  killed  UEM>n  this  oecasion  ;  and  the  conduct  of  Colondf 


Girnfidd,  Hulse,  aoit  Pennin^on,  accorrling  to  the  dispatch,  **  reflected  honour  upon  themselves,  ^d  merited  his  ro^ral 

ipprohation.     Equal  praise,'*  it  is  added,  **  is  due  to  Major  Wright,  and  the 


officers  and  men  of  the 


highnesses  wai  meat  a] ,   _ 

royal  artillery  attached'to  th«  battalions." 

The  Duke  of  ^  ork  dso  expressed  himself  <<  particularly  sensible  of  the  exertions  ef  Major-general  Aberarombte, 
Major-general  Varneck,  and  Lieutenant  general  Wurmb,"  in  the  action  of  the  24th  of  August,  on  which  occasion  lien* 
tenant-general  Dalt<>n,  and  Lieutenant- cok>iie1  EW,  of  the  first  regiment  of  foot  guards,  were  unfortunately  killed. 

On  the  evening  «.f  \ he  6ih  (»f  September,  Major  Ross  distinguished  himself  at  the  bead  of  the  i4th  regiment  of  infantry, 
nnd  Golond  Mononeff  received  a  dangerous  weund.  ^ 
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rion  of  tfae  ^ottnd  oear  Dunkirk^  which  iibecaine 
necessary  to  occupy  pretiously  to  the  si^^,  and 
auminoned  the  place  in  the  name  of  the  king  of 
Great  Britain. 

But  after  the  operations  of  thid  day,  the 
•uoeess  of  the  fing;]ish  ceased;  and  it  soon 
heeame  eVideikt,  either  that  the  plan  of  the  cam- 
paif^  wa^  faulty,  or  that  the  vieour  and  resoiirifces 
of  the  enemy  had  not  been  sufficiently  itppretiia^ 
ted«  Nb  sooner  did  the  comtiaittee  of  public 
safety  reoeive  intimation  of  the  separatioit  of  the 
graud  strfnv,  and  tiie  march  6f  the  Duke  of  York 
agaiilst  D&nkirkj  than  the  ^8t  effeotuaf  int&i" 
snres  weire  taken  for  the  defence  of  th4t  blsidi^. 
Xniftting  no  longer-  to  noble  bkth,  it  waH  deters 
mined  to^  employ  plebeian^  alone.  General  ^on^ 
ham,  wlfn' hAd  risen  from  the  ranks,  was  tiltecirdt- 
ingly  ordet^d  to  inarch  with  a  chbsefn  bodr  eif 
troops  to  the  assistance  of  the  garrison ;  tb^^ 
soon  after  entered  the  toWn  under  the  command 
of  lloche,  ttow  an  adjutant- general,  and  fbr*- 
inerly  tt  private  in  the  French  guards.  -  Thk 
presence  of  the  two  representatives;  Hentt  and 
buquesnc^y,  also  animated  the  soldiery,-  and 
^inspired  thie  towfasmen  with  confidence;  while 
^'Morati,  who  commanded  at  Cassel,  being 
auspe^tted  nf  treacherv^  was  -seiz^,  condu^iit^d 
to  Faris,  and  perished  soon  after  in  consequence 
of  a  sentence  of  the  revolutJonar^  tribimat.^^— 
Houchard  haying  now  arrived  with  an  immense 
body  of  droops,'  it  was  determined  to  relieve  the 
place  by  general  and  frequent  attacks.  •  The 
French  ncoordingly  mafcbed  opt  from  the  catn^ 
of  Cnssel/  a6  well  as  from  the  towns  of  Bereues 
end  Dunkiri^,  fdr  the  pui^ose  of  assaulting  the 
whole  of  Field-mar^al  Ft-eytag's  podts^  ftnd 
although  bis  troops  displayed  great  bravery,  ye% 
the  enemy  not  only  obtained  possession  of 
Bambecke,  Rousbrugghe,  and  Pbperinghe,  but 
obliged  part  of  the  army  to  retreat  to  Hottdt- 
schoote.  Next  day  the  field -marshal  was  attack- 
ed again ;  on  the  succeeding  morning,  the  cen- 
tre of  the  lin^  was  forced,  and  General  Wal- 
rooden  driven  behind  a  canal,  with  the  Icsis  .of 
three  pieces  of  cannon,  and  about  three  hundred 
m^d. 

Tliis.  action,  in  the  course  of  which  Field- 
marshal  Frey  tag  and  Prince  Adolphus  were  both 
wounded,  and  for  some  tiniie  prisoners,  pi*oved 
decisive  of  the  fate  of  Dnnicirk,  aiid  o^  the 
campaign ;  for  his  royal  highness  the  com- 
mander-in-chief was  obliged  to  abandon  his 
.position,  resign  thie  idea  of  a  siege,  and  lelive 
thirty-two  heavy  cannon,    much  baggage,  and 


liiany  of  4be  military  stores,  behind  him.    The  ROOK  I* 
retreat,    howevier,    was   conducted   with  equal   -  -   -  • 
kbility   and   success  by    General  Sir  WiUiam  ^J^^^^;^ 
Erskine.  1798 

Thus  ended  the  fatal  attempt  upon  Dunkirk, 
in  the  course  of  which  the  English  army  assuredly 
did  not  receive  that  assistance  arid  co-operation 
by  sea,  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  a  great  niari«- 
time  nation  to  have  afforded ;  while  the  enemy 
by  their  numbers,  thdr  audacity,  and  theii^  asea^ 
lAcOionstrated  t)iat  the  ruling  party  knew  how  to 
inspire  'enthusiasm,  and  ensure  victory.  Ho^ 
chard,  notwithstanding  his  succesi^,  wa?  itnine<- 
^lately  arretted,  atid  .s6on  aftfer  put  to  death, 
because  he  had  not  completed  his*  triumph,  b^ 
thfe  't^bture  K)f  Ihe  airmy  destined  -to  besiege 
Dunkirk.*  Wh«her  this  commander  was  gilfiltjr 
.'ir'^bt  of  t)i<§^har||;«s:  brought  against^  him^  ban^ 
Wot  l^  Wll  ii^certairied,  for  before  the  revolntibn^ 
^ylWiboharl,  suspicion  was  cquivalbnt  to  )>roof, 
and '  impea^hnlcnt  iniplied  condemnation;  Care 
'w^W'hoirevei'  taken  to  reward  such  officers  as 
Ifod^  particularly  dtstiiiguished  thenftselvte*  and 
«rburdan,  tiho  had  attacked  the  ri^ht^ndbenlre 
'0^  ihb  camp  Hi  Hoadbchoote,.as -well  aJ^Hbohe, 
who  had  charged  the^left  wing,  weire  boih  proM 
iMted;^  debree  phssf^d'at  Che  sanie' 4m«  de^ 
bUrin^,  <^  that  the  aftny  of  the  North  chatt  d^ 
serVM  wen  e¥  the  country  ;*^  and  the  repr^sentni- 
iiVe«- oil  MisSioh  "W^i^  isnjbined  to  ti^ntfdlit  a 
^tail^d  account  ot  the  heroic  exploits  •  of  the 
•defenders  of  the  republic. 

But  althbugh  victory  •  bad  deserted  the 
jBritish  sttrndafd,  she  seemed  faiitbful  for.  a  time 
td  that  of  Austria ;  Quesnoywas  now  taken,  and 
the  garrison  made  prisohers  of  war  :  the  French 
weireailso  defeated  at  VillerS'  en  Couchee;  and 
the  Prince  de  Cobourg  having  passed  the  Sstti* 
bre»  drove  all  the.  detachi^d  bodi^  of  the  enemy 
iiito  the  entrench^  cwaip  of  Maubeuge,  Md 
actually  invested  both  it  and  the  fortress ;  while 
^ambk'ay  and  Bouchain  wete  sac(^essively  threa*  . 
'tened  by  Field-marshsil  iDldtirikyt.  .  ' 

But  these  successes  jjroved  short-^livc^^  in 
consequence  of  the  increased  ardour  elf  ihe^etfemy. 
A  formidable  train  cf  heavy  artillery  was  now 
brought  into  the  field,  numerons  brodies  of  troops 
Were  assembled,  the  representatives  of  the  people 
'tiot  only  haranguiefd  'the army,  but  placed  them* 
-s^v^  at  the  head  of  thetcoliimris,  while  another 
^lebeiiin  leader  was  found  in  the  person  of  Jour- 
dan.  No  sooner  was  that  general  invested  with 
the  clnef  codmnmd,  than  be  determined  to  have 
recourse  to  the  same  system  that  had  proved 


*  Honchard  sufTered  by  the  giiilfotiae  £t  Paris,  November  15,  1703.    The  foliowing  are  the  charges  diriwa  up 
^y  Barr^re,  and  preferred  to  the  convention : 

<*  1.  That  ai\er  defeatingf.the  Eogliab,  he  did  not  drive  them  iato  the  sea; 
<<  %  That  when  he  bad  sarroimded  the  Dntch,  he  did  ilot  c\tt  them  in  pMes  ;  " 
"  3.  That  b^  sent  no  saccoars  to  the  troops  butcbcMI  rtear  Ckmbray  $  and         '' #  ' 

**  4.  That  he  abaiidoned  Menin,  and  in  hit  retreat  exposed  his  army  to  considerable  daoi^er. 
(No.  6.)  Y 
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HOOK  I.  Buccessful  at  HoDdschoote. .  An  attack  was  ac^ 
cording^ly  m^nAe  on  the  troops  posted  ncfar  the 


1708 


Chap.  Xf .  village  of  Wattignies,  and  although  this  at  first 
was  unsuccessful,  yet  being  renewed  with  in* 
creased  Yigour  on  the  succeeding  morning, 
it  proved  at  length  decisive.  Accordingly,  the 
communication  with  the  army  of  observation 
hefore  Maubeuge  being  now  cut  pff,  and  the 
Prince  de  Cobourg  beaten  in  an  action  that  lasted 
two  days,  be  deemed  it  prudent  to  repass  th^ 
Sapibre* ;  but  his  retreat  iRras  conducted  with 
such  firmness,  that  two  detached  bodies  of  troops, 
jinder  Lieiitenant- general  Benzowsky  and  Counjl 
JHaddick,  took  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
some  hundred  prisoners. 

The  French  being  now  the  assailant^,  .the 
war  assumed  a  new  appearaQ^e ;  a,nd-tl^e  armic|9 
which  bad  so  lately  .b^en  supimpning  French 
towns  and  provinces  in  the  names  of  the  King  of 
Ctc^t ,  Britain  and  the  Emperor  of  Germanjf, 
found  it  difficult  to  defend  Austrian  Flanders. 
.Tiie  enemy  had  by  this  time  sei^d.  on  Werwick 
^ud  Furnes;  they  also  o^taiped  possessioii  .<^f 
MeAip,  and  were  oyly  prevented  froi^  occupying 
^ieuport  by  the  galUnt  defence  of  Colony)  de 
Wurmb ;   in   eo.nsequQiiqe  of  which,  time  was 

fiven  for  the  arrival  of  Generals  Grey  and 
^uiidas,  who  secmred  the  possesdion  of  that  place 
by  jneaos  :  of  the  sau^e  .troops  with  wbicb  tbey 
afterwards  aehieTod  so  many  .conquests  in  the 
'We9t.  Indies.  The  remainder  of  the  caropalgi^ 
in  this  quarter  was  spent  il|  actions  of  little  note, 
•with*  the  exception  of  (in  attack  upon  Marchien- 
Jies,  by  Major- general. Kray,  under  the  direo- 
tifHi  of  tfie  Duke  of  York ;  in  consequence  of 
wJb^h.  the  enemy  .lost. twely.e  pieces  of  cannon^ 
.and  about  two  thous^n4  troops^ .  including  killed 

.The  fortune  of  tbeioampaigii.of  1793,  op 
i}ffi  banks  of  the  Rhine,  wa$  varipi^s.  The  s^m^ 
causes:  that  had'c^j||i^trit)uted;tp  the  succ^sive 
defe^^of  the  northern  ai;iQy  and  .tl)e  loss  pf  Belr 
gium,  operated,  tliere  alsp  with. nearly  an  equt^l 
4egfe^  of  foree  ;. '  and  it  was  not  until  tb^  jacobin 
I^f  ty  .hp4  displayed  an  unexampled  degree  c^ 
ea^gy>  that  a  change  piropitious  to  the  cause  of 
FrancQ .took  place*  .     •  .'    -        . 

After  the  capture  of  .Men tz,  which  contri- 
buted in  some  mee^sure  to  restore  the  lustrp 
^f  the .  iPrussian  arms,  Frederick -William.JljL 
reiB^ained.  inactive  .  until    re- animated  ,1^  tlie 


prospect  of  a  subsidy  from  Englandi.  At  lengthy 
however,  when  the  army  of  the  Moselle  had  been 
forced  to  withdraw  behind  the  Sarre,  the  Duke 
of  Brunswick  once  more  took  the  field,  and  de* 
feated  the  French  who  had  marched  to  attack 
him.  On  this  occasion  he  exhibited  an  instance 
of  generalship  that  did  honoar  to.  the  old  school ; 
for  by  turning  the  flanks  of  the  assailants  he 
irfiltged  three  thousand  of  them  to  surrender  pri- 
soners of  war,  and  obtained  pos^es^ion  of  twenty^ 
s^ven  pieces  of  cannon  and  two  tiowitsers.  After 
this  he  made  some(  movements  in  s^upport  of  the 
Austrians,  who  bad  hitherto  contended  on 
unequal  t^rms  with  the  Mrmy  of  the  Rhine,  sur- 
prised aoorpp  of  French  encamped  near  Bitohe,. 
i^d  destroyed  all  the  xMtmp  equipage  beloegiog 
to  it>  whil^.Kalkreuth  defeait^d  another  body  that 
liad  marched  against  him,  and  out  to  pieces  the 
regiment  of  sans^  ct^lolies. 

General  Wurmser  took  advantage  of.  this 
career  of  success  to  invest  Landau ;  itfter  this 
he.  adiyanced  against  the  tines  of  Lauter  and 
Weijisembourg,  which  he  attacked  widi  his  troops 
divid^l  into  six  columus,  carried  tlie  different 
redoubts  constructed  ,ia  front  of  tJhe  Frendi 
$amps  by  a$sau)t,  seized  on  aU  the  tents,  nine 
standard^  and  twenty<-six  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
would  have  destroyed  the  greater  part  of  the 
enemy  had  not  their  repeat  been  favoured  by  a 

fog.t    . 

The  disasters  of  the  French  did  not  end 
here,  for  Haguenau  surrendered  to.  General 
Meaaros,  the  eneiny  were  beaten  next  d^y  at 
Brumpt, .  the  important  position  at  Wauxenau, 
vnth  all  the  oamp. equipage  wa^  seixed  upon 
Mi^rly  ^t  the  same  time  by  the  Au^trians,  .While 
Fort  Louis,  with  a  garrison,  of  four  thousand 
ttiep^  surrendered  after  a  ^iege  of  only  four  days. 
But  here  the  tide  of  victory  ceased  to.  flow  in  its 
Smm€tt  directipn,  for  the  committee  ^f  public 
safety  being,  now  determined  to  obtain  a  decided 
superiority,  reinforced  the  army  of  the.  Rhine 
.f^ith  that  of  the  Moselle,  and  augmented  both 
by  means  of  new  levies.  ,  The  successes,  that  en  ^ 
sued  are  to  be  chiefly  attributed  however  to  the 
two  generals  employed  upon  this  occasion. — 
Pichegru,  but  lately  a  Serjeant  of  artillery,  con< 
ceived  ap  a.dmirable  plan  for  reconquering  Alsace^ 
and  he  was  ably  seconded,  on  this  occasion  by 
Hocbe,  who,  like  himself,  had  wielded  a  halbert 
before  I^.was  permitted  to  grafsp  a  truncheon. — 


*<  .1  «»  ..  . 

■■*  Natiohal  CoNTsimoK-*-Oetoi^  I9.«««^^  AiLetter  irtm  tlie  coaimiinoQers  whk  the  army  <yf  the:  North 
snnovpeed  that  Maipb^^ge  was  relievedv  an4  fhat  tlie  battle  bul  lasted  tMo  days  successively,  ff<ua  roocoing  until  nights 
They  at  the  same  time  stilted,  that  Jourdan  had  distineiiished  bimseir  not  only  hv  his  cdura^e,  butby  the  excellence  of 
his  plans,  be  beingr  the  only  Frenc|i  general  who  had  deteated  CobQuiv  in  a  pllcbea  battle  since  the  /comoieqcement  of  the 
campaig-u. 

f  The  French  assert  thatthiy.v^rcre  betrayed  upoa  ibis  occaslop ;.  and  Isambeirt,  a  ffeneral  of  brigade,  was  con- 
demned toi^eath  at  Strasbutgfa,  for  having  ajbaajoned  one  of  the  principal  redoubts  at  the  iftiack  of  th«  lines  of 
Weissemboorgh.  ...,..' 
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From  this  moment  a  new  spirit  Was  infused  into 
the  troops,  and  it  was  determined,  both  on  the 
part  of  the  leaders^  aad  the  soldiery,  either  to 
conquer  or  periiA.  The  Plrussians  were  now 
attacked  and  defeated  at  Sarbruck  ;  in  the  course 
of  the  next  morning  their  camp  at  Blieseastel  was 
stormed,  and  in  three  days  more  Denx-Ponts 
was  captured ;  but  the  enemy  were  repulsed  with 
great  loss  by  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  in  two 
attacks  near  Lantern. 

These  partial  defeats,  however,  seemed 
only  to  redouble  their  exertions,  for  the  redoubts 
of  llaguenau  being  carried  by  the  bayonet,  the 
allies  were  driven  from  the  town  with  great 
slanghter,  and  the  heights  of  ReifhofTeo,  Jau* 
deriskoffen,  and  Wrotte,  deemed  more  impreg- 
nable than  those  of  Gemappe,  were  stormed  in 
successicfn.  At  length,  after  a  series  of  battles, 
hitherto  unexampled  in  modern  warfare,  the  re- 
publican army  regained  possession  of  Weissem- 
bourg,  the  siege  of  Landau  was  raised.  Fort  Louis 
was  evacuated,  and  Kaiserslautern,  Germersheim, 
and  Spires,  submitted  to  the  French. 

Snch  was  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm  with  which 
the  republicans  on  this  frontier  were  actuated, 
that  General  Wurmser,  who  had  so  lately  at- 
tempted to  obtain  Strasburgh  by  a  secret  nego- 
ciatton,  and  Landau  by  force,  was  now  obliged 
to  retreat  across  the  Rhine,  while  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick,  astonished  at  the  zeal  and  activity 
of  the  enemy,  and  uncertain  of  the  ultimate 
intentions  of  the  two  young  generals  who  now 
sustained  the  glory  6f  tiieir  country,  made  a  hasty 
retreat  to  cover  Mentz,  and' soon  withdrew  from 
the  command  in  disgust. 

But  although  fortune,  in  almost  every  por- 
itoB  of  the  seat  of  war,  seemed  disposed  to  se- 
cond the  energetic  effi>rts  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, she  still  appeared  unpropitious  in  La  Ven- 
dee, a  country  hitherto  unsubdued  either  by  the 
gallantry  of  the  republican  battalions  or  the 
savage  ferocity  of  the  triumphant  faction.  In 
the  course  of  the  sununer  the  towns  of  Saumur 
and  Machiconl  were  seized  upon  by  the  royalists, 
and  although  they  were  afterwards  defeated  before 
Nantz,  and  repeatedly  routed  by  the  garrison  of 
Mentz,  yet  it  was  found  impossible  to  quell  them 
entirely.  At  length  Barrere  obtained  a  decree 
for  putting  an  end  to  the  ymv  in  the  course  of  '^  a 
single  month  ;''*  and  such  was  his  presumption, 
that  he  soon  after  announced  *^  the  total  extinc- 
tion of  the  rebellion,'^  in  consequence  of  the 
successes  obtained  at  Mortagne,  ChoUot,  Cha- 
tillon,  and  Beaupreaux,  while  Merlin  of  Thion- 
"viUe,  OB  hb  arrival  from  the  western  army,  an- 
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nounced  with  a  savage  joy,  '*  that  the  insurgent  ^(JOK  f . 
territories  were  reduced  to  a  heap  of  ashes,  and 
soaking  in  blood."' 

Notwithstanding  this,  th^  Inhabitants  of  the 
disaffected  departments  appeared  frequently  in 
arms,  fought  several  actions,,  and  actually  be- 
sieged some  of  the  neighbouring  jtowns.  The 
chiefs  too,  who  had  relied  before  entirely  on  their 
own  strength,  now  thought  proper  to  enter  into 
correspondence  with  foreign  powers,  and  to 
obtain  succour  from  England,  they  mad^  an 
attack  on  Granville,  with  a  view  of  keeping  open 
a  communication,  and  facilitating  the  reception 
of  supplies;  but  having^  failed  in  their  attempt, 
and  La  Roche  Jacquelin,  one  of  the  bravest  of 
their  leaders,  being  killed  upon  this  occasion,  a 
body  of  troops  which  had  sailed  to- their  assist- 
ance at  the  close  of  the  year,  under  the  command 
of  Lord  Moira,  returned  to  England,  and  the 
expedition  was  abandoned. 

But  such  was  the  nature  of  this  contest,  that 
out  of  the  ashes  of  La  Vendee  new  armies  seemed 
to  arise,  and  although  fresh  victories- were  an^- 
nounced  daily  in  the  convention,  yet  it  became 
manifest  that  this  domestic  conflict  was^  fas  more 
terrible  than  all  the  united  disasters  of  the  many 
foreign  wars  to  which  France  was  now  in- 
volved. 

Hostilities  on  the  frontiers  of  Spain  and  Italy 
participated  of  the  general  fortune  of  the  cam- 
paign, being  carried  on  in  a  languid  manner  at 
the  commencement,  and  increasing  in  vigour  and 
animation  towards  the  conclusion.  Early  in  the 
spring,  Don  Ventura  Caro  drove  the  French 
from  the  fort  of  Andaya,  and  destroyed  the  en^ 
oampments  of  Biritau  ;  while  Don' llicardos,  at 
the  head  of  the  army  of  Catalonla,^  about  the 
same  time  defeated  the  republicans  at  Givet,  and 
Bellegarde  was  taken  after  a  bombardment  of 
thirty-three  days.  General'  Dagobert  attacked 
and  carried' a  camp  belooging  to  the  enemy,  at 
the  bottom  of  Mount  Libre  ^  but  on  the  other 
hand,  Don  Ricardos  defeated  the  t*rench  near 
Perpignan.  Soon  after  this,  however,  an  en- 
trenched camp  belonging  to  the  Spaniards  at 
Piresdiam  was  forced,  and  twetity  pieces  of 
cann6n,  together  with  the  tents  and  oaggage, 
were  taken.  At  length,  in  the  month  of  Novem^ 
her,  the  republican  forces  entered  Catalonia,  and 
it  soon  became  evident  that  Spain  was^unable  to 
contend  with  this- warlike  people. 

The  French  having  determined  to  humble 
the  court  of  Turin,  fitted  out  a  formidable  fleet  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  under- Trnguet,  with  a 
view   of  obtaining  possession  of  the  island  of 
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*  llie  foUawiog  is*  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  issaed  vpon  this  occasioa  to  the  army,  of  the  West : 

"  SbtDiERs  of  Kberty  !  the  rebels  of  La  Vendue  ougrht  to  be  exterminated  before  tb'e  end  of  the  month  of  October  ;  tbi» 
safety  of  tbo  cooatry  re<piires,  the  impatienee  of  the  PrencH  comniand«,  yoar  courage  oa^^bt  to  acGompltsh  it.  The  national 
gratitoda  awaitt'sH  those  who  iigtat  to  secore  libsriy  and  eqoality," 
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BOOK  1.  S^fdin^*    After  seizinef  on  the  islet  St.  Peter 
.,'.j  and  Antiochy  the  expedition  consisting  of  nine* 
Crap.  Xl^  ^^^n  sail,  many   of   which   were  line  of   battle 
i-^'-v^^^  sliipS)  appeared  in  tlie  gulph  of  Cagliari,  wbi- 
1793      ther  the  consmandant  of  the  former  had  retired 
with  his  garrison^  consisting  of  eight  hundred 
men.    The  French  admiral  immediately  sent  a 
deputation  of  twenty-one  men   on  shore  vrith  a 
flag,  and  an  officer,  who  demanded  the  surren-^ 
dcr  of  the  capital;  but  the  Sardinians  having 
killed  seventeen  of  these,  the  remainder  retreated 
to  their  boat.    The  fleet  having  at  length  entered 
tlie  harbour,  commenced  an  attack  upon  Cagliari, 
and  the  bombardment   continued   during  three 
days,  in  the  course  of  which  period  the  assailants 
were  much  annoyed  by  the  red-hot  balb  fired 
from  the  shore.     Several  of  the  ships  were  also 
damaged  in  their  masts  and  rigging,   and  one 
was  set  on  fire ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
shells  thrown  from  the  bomb-vessels  .  produced 
but  little  efiect.    In  short,  this  expedition  appears 
to  have  been  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
reflect  but  little   glory  on   the   naval  power  of 
France ;  and  nearly  all  the  troop^i  landed  at  dif- 
ferent times  and  in  different  places  were  cut  off 
by  the  inhabitants,  who  precipitated  themselves 
from  the  mountains^  and  fought  with  the  greatest 
bravery  and  resolution. 

The  civil  war  that  took  place  in  the  southern 
departments  for  a  time  appeared  to  give  a  depjded 
preponderance  to  the  feeble  efforts  of  tiie  Kin^ 
of  Sardinia.     The  greater  part  of  the  republican 
troous  being  recalled  for  the  purpose  of  reducing 
Toulon  and  Marseilles,  the  remainder  were  com- 
pletely defeated  in  the  county  of  Nice,  and  the 
whole  of  Savoy  appeared  on  (he  point  of  return- 
ing under  the  dominion  of  its  ancient  masters. — 
But  towards  the  latter  end  of  October^  the  Sar- 
dinians   were    completely  beaten  at  Saorgio. — 
Genoa,  notwithstanaing  the  threats  of  the  allied 
powerS)  could  not  be  intimidated  into  a  declara* 
tion  of  war  against  France* .   The  court  of  Flo- 
rence however  yielded  to  threats,  in  consequence 
of  which  the  French  minister  was  dismissed,  and 
such  measures  adopted  as  afterwards  bereaved 
the  sovereign  of  Tuscany  of  his  ducal  crown ; 
notwithstanding  the  intervention  of  a  short  and 
precarious  peace. 

In  the  last  ehapter  we  referred  to  the  for- 
midable uniiin  which  had  taken  place  under  the 
name  of  the  federative  republicanism^  between 
the  cities  of  Marseilles,  Lyons,  and  Toulon. 
This  confederation  still  subsisted,  atid  threatened 
the  speedy  overthrow  of  the  ruling  tyranny. — 
This  expectation  unfortunately  proved  fallacious. 
A  considerable  force  was  dispatched  against 
those  insurgents  under  General  Carteaux,  in  the 
latter  end  of  July;  and  in  the  beginning  of 
August,  the  Marseillois  were  driven  from  the 
department  of  Vanclusci  which  they  had  previ* 


ously  occupied.  On  the  24th  of  August,  the 
repiU^Ucans  attacked  aad  took  ih«>  town  of  Aix ; 
and  imtnediately  upon  this  success,  the  Marseil« 
lois  dpened  their  g4te?»  and  aobmilted^  But  the 
people  of.  Touloui  and  the  Frendi  Yioe-^adkniral 
Trugoff,  entered  into  ^  n^ociation  with  the 
English  Admiral  Hood^  who  was  then  eruisiBg 
in  th^  Mediterranean  for  the  delivery  of  the  port 
and  fleet  into  the  hands  of  the  English  ib  trust 
for  Louis  the  XVII.  a  negociatidn  which  after 
Some  difficulties  tras  completed  and  carried  into 
effect,  and  On  the  28th  of  August  fifteen  hund^ 
men  were  landed  from  the  English  fleet,  who 
immediately  took  possession  of  fort  Blalgue,  by 
means  of  a  detachment  under  Captain  Elphin- 
stone,  as  well  as  of  the  batteries  at  th^  iHouth  of 
the  harbour.  On  this  the  French  shipa  were 
warped  into  the  inner  road  .according  to  agree-* 
ment,  and  the  Spanish  admiral  having  joined 
next  day,  the  combined  squadrons  anohored  in  the 
outer  road ;  after  which  one  tUousaad  Spaniards 
were  sent  on  shore  to  augment  the  English 
garrison;  Rear-admiral  Geodalt.  was  declared 
governor,  and  Rear  -  admiral  Gravina  com- 
mandant of  the  troops. 

The  condition  on  which  this  valuable  arsenal 
was  put  Into  the  hands  of  a  British  admital,  was 
Cbat  it  was  only  to  be  considered  im  a  .deposit 
to  be  pi'eserved  for  the  use  of  the  French.  King 
Louis  Xyil.  The  inhabitants  of  Xoukw  de- 
clarilig'vtheir  intention  of  rejecting  the. constita^ 
tion  recently  completed  by  the  (Convention,  and 
of  adhering  to  .that  decreed  by  the  ei^nstituent 
assembly  of  1789.  It  was  further  stipulated  that 
when  peace  should  be  re-established  in  France, 
^*  The  ships  and  fotts  which  should  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  English,  should  be  rei^ored  ts 
the  French  nation  in  the  salne  state  they  were  in 
when  tho  inventory  was  delivered."  The  English 
immediately  adopted  the  most  efiioieut  means 
for  placing  Toulon  in  a  state  of  complete 
defence^ 

Finding  that  the  forts  Far  on,  Balaguier, 
La  Malgue,  and  L^Equillete,  were  overlooked 
and  commanded  by  the  adjacent  hills,  these 
heights  were  crowned  with  redoubts,  the  oross- 
fire  from  whioh  seemed  to  interdict  all  approach. 
A  new  fort  wias  also  const^ucfted  ai  Malbousquet ; 
encampments  were  formed  at  St  Roch,  at  Equil- 
let^,  and  at  Balaguier;  the  last  of  which  was  termed 
the  grand  campbytheEnglish,andLittleGthraltar 

by  the  French.  The  redoubts  were  all  defended 
by  heavy  artillery,  taken  from  the  lower  decks  of 
the  French  line  of  battle  ships ;  a  bddy  of  infantry 
from  the  Spanish  army  in  the  Roussillon  entered 
the  place  at  this  period,  while  two  thousand  of 
his  Sicilian  majesty's  best  troops,  uflMer  the 
command  of  Brigadier-generai  Fignatelii,  ar- 
rived on  board  a  small  squadron,  and  wore  were 
expected  daily ;  a  conaiclerable  detachment  from 
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the  aro9¥  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  conaistiiig  en- 
tirely  of  grenadiers  and  chasseursi  was  also  sent 
to  the  suocoiir  of  the  garrison  at  the  same  tilxxe. 

The  surrender,  of  this  important  sea^port 
induced  the  national  commissioners  to  press  the 
siege  ot  Lyons  with  redoubled  vigour^  and  un<- 
fortunately  with  top  much  success^  i^r  after  a  most 
obstinate,  and  gallant  resistance  this  city  was 
obliged  to  surrender  af^^*  a  siege  of  fifty-four 
days^having  su£fered  almost  as  much  from  iamin^ 
ns  the  sword. 

The  new  deputies,  CoUot  d^Herbois,  Cou- 
thon^  Maignet,  and  Cbateauneuf  Randon,  having 
refused  to  grant'  any  t^rms  until  the  leaders  of 
the  insurrection  had  been  delivered  up,  the 
chiefs,  both  civil  and  military,  several  of  the 
principal  inhabitants,  and  all  those  who  consider-, 
ed  themselves  as  prosci*ibed  by  the  jacobins,  to 
the  amount  of  about  two  thousand,  sallied  forth 
from  the  city,  to  seek  an  asylum  in  a  foreign 
land.  A  few  waggons,  containing  i\^e  remnant 
of  their  scanty  fortunes,  and  some  four-pounders, 
followed  this  little  army  of  fugitives,  in  the 
midst  of  which  was  to  be  seen  a  number  of 
females,  determined  not  to  abandon  their  kusr 
bands,  and  who,  with  their  children  in  their  arms, 
resolved  to  share  their  fate.  Scarcely,  hovrever, 
liad  they  entered  the  c^efiles  of  St.  Cyr,  and  St. 
Crermain,  when  they  found  themselves  surrounded 
by  ifiearly  fifty  thousand  men  ;  and  although  they 
exhibited  prodigies  of  valour  upon  this  occasion, 
yet  all  resistance  became  vain  on  account  of  the 
disparity  of  numbers.  The  greater  part  perished 
with  arms  in  tlieir  b^nds ;  about  five  hundred 
men  and  women,  chiefly  coyered  with  wounds, 
experienfed  a  worse  fate  by  falling  alive  into  the 
bands  of  their  enemies ;  for  they  were  transferred 
from  dungeon  to  dungeon,^  and  ended  their  days 
by  diflferent  ifikids  of  punishments  ;  about  sixty 
only  escaped^  and.  found  an  asylum  among  the 
Beigbbouring  peasants* 

Nor  was  the  fate  of  a  ffreat  number  6f  the 
inbabilanfs,  viho  trusted  to  Are  meroy  6f  the 
'CM<|iierot6,<  more  toleraMe.  One-fourth  of  ifee 
biiildingtf  hidk  already  been  destroyed  by  the  be- 
niegercr.  The  still  teore-  fet oeions  oommisnioirers, 
not  content  vtitti  this,  ordeired  the  demolition  of  all 
the  ppineipftl  ejdifiees ;  uteaamrea  were  metnany 
taken  to  transport  a  large  portion  of  the  popula- 
-fioir  to-avotberpiaoe,  am  a  decree  enjoined  that 
the  ttilseraPble  remt^sfnt  offhte ancient  city,  littberto 
so  famous  fbrdughouC  aft  Eupope  on  account  of  its 
rich  m^wiufilctuipea^was  no  longerto  be  recognized 
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by  its  former  name.*    In  addition  to  this,  orders  BOOK  L 

were  given  to  erect  a  column  with  an  appropriate 

inscription,  on  purpose  to  perpetuate  the  resist-  Csap.  XI. 
ance  and  disgrace  of  Lyons,  as  well  as  the  ven- 
geance of  its  enemies.f 

But  the  rage  of  the  victors  was  not  confined 
to  the  de^truetion  of  houses  and  temples.  Thib 
sttfiecings  of  the  miserable  inhabitants  have  never 
been  surpassed ;  and  if  we  are  i»  search  for  a 
pitrallel  m  history  we  must  recur  to  the  times  &t 
Attila  and  the  merciless  invaders  who  laid  Europe 
waste  during  the  barbarous  agea.  The  deputy 
Freron,  on  entering  this  deviited  toyrn,  ordered 
a  number  of  guillotities  te  be  erected,  and  anr 
nouneed  ^^  that  terror  was  the  order  of  the  day.*^ 
fiut  he  was  surpassed  in  cruelty  and  ferocity  by 
Ctrilot  d'Hefboie.  His  pro-consulship  in  tlie 
south  was  one  continued  series  of  bloodshed.,  A 
ehosen  band  of  Parisian  jacobins,  and  a  column 
of  the  revolutionary  army  marched  into  Lyons  as 
the  precursors  of  hit  fury.  The  process  of  the 
axe  was  deemed  too  slow  for  his  insatiable  ven- 
geance ;  sometimes  the  bayonets  of  the  infantry, 
jmd  sometimes  the  sabres  of  tbecavalr?,  were 
einployed.  as  more  conformable  to  the  celerity  of 
bis  vengeance  ;  but  at  length  grape-shot  ahd  ar- 
tillery were  recurred  to,  and  ti^  principal  square, 
the  theatre  of  bis  sanguinary  exploits,  was  strewed 
with  the  dying  and  the  dead,  and  became  deluged 
with  the  blood  of  bis  victims. 

The  stege  of  Tonlon  was  carried  on  after 
the  reductiest  of  Lyons,  with  increased  vigour. 
On  the  14th  of  October,  au  action  took  place 
between  the  garrison,  who  had  marched  out  to 
the  defence  of  the  redoubt  of  Malbousquet,  and 
the  army  of  General  Cartanx,  in  which  the  Engi* 
lish  and  tfaetr  allies  lost  about  forty  men,  and  the 
French  about  thbrty.  No  return  was  made  of  tbe 
TonloftesB  who  fell  in  the  action. 

In  the  beginning  of  November,  General 
Cartaorx  was  ordered  to  the  command  of  the  army 
in  Italy,  and  General  Dngommier  was  appointed 
eommander-in-chief,  and  as  the  speedy  capture 
of  ttiis  great  naval  arsenal  gce»tly  depended  on 
file  judicious  management  of  tbe  imnfense  artiK 
lery  employed  against  it,  great  pahis  w«re  taken 
by  the  commaatdec  to  fi»d  an  engineer  of  tfbiitity, 
and  unfortunately  for  fiurope  and  tbe  world,  he 
fixed  on  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  a  native  of  Corsica, 
then  a  subaftern  in  the  artillery,  and  vrbof  by  his 
able  conduct  in  the  siege,  laid  the  fornidation  of 
Ibat  military  fame  which  aftei^wards  enabled  him 
to  trample  on  the  liberties  of  hi*  counti-y,'  and  to 


*  Gemwime^AflmnoliiewM  the  new  a 


given  to  Lyons. 


fNo.  d.) 


t  **  LtOIT  fit  la   aUERRB  A^  LA  KE'FUBLiaUE : 

"  Lyon  n'est  plus." 

« 

**  Lyons  made  wab  upon  the  repuduc  ; 
*'  Lyons  is  no  more," 
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BOOK  r.    S^^^  ^^^  1^^  ^  coBtineDtal  Europe.    About  this 

.. period,  General  O'Hara  arrived  from  Gibraltar  at 

Chap.  XI.  Toulon,    iiaTing  been   appointed  governor  and 
eommqnder-in-chief. 

Bonaparte^  aware  that  the  possession  of 
Malbousquet,  one  df  the  principal  outposts  of 
Toulon,  would  enable  him  to  bombard  the  town 
and  arsenal,  immediately  opened  a  strong  batterj 
of  heavy  cannon  and  mortars  on  the  heights  of 
Arenes,  which  annoyed  that  position  exceedingly, 
by  means  of  an  incessant  fire  of  shot  and  shells. 
As  it  became  necessary  to  take  immediate  and 
effectual  measures  for  the  security  of  so  important 
a  post,  Governor  O'Hara  determined  to  destroy 
the  new  works,  termed  the  convention-battery, 
«nd  bring  off  the  artillery. 

Having  accordingly  obtained  a  reinforce- 
ment of  seamen  from  the  fleet,  to  defend  some 
redoubts  whence  he  proposed  to  withdraw  the 
«oldiers,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
80th  of  November,  he  sent  a  detachment, 
con^sting  of  four  hundred  British,  three  hun- 
dred Sardinians,  six  hundred  Neapolitans,  six 
hundred  Spaniards,  and  fpur  hundred  French, 
under  the  command  of  Major-general  David 
Dundas.  Notwithstanding  these  different  bodies 
were  all  obliged  to^cross  a  river  on  a  single  bridge, 
to  divide  afterwards  into  four  columns,  1o  march 
across  olive  grounds,  and  to  ascend  a  very  con- 
siderable height  cut  into  vine  terraces,  they 
urere  fortunate  enough  to  surprise  the  redoubt. 
Not  content  with  this  success,  by  which  they  had 
fully  effected  all  the  objects  of  the  expedition,  the 
troops,  flushed  with  victory,  and  trusting  to  their 
good  fortune,  rushed  forward,  and  descended  the 
hill  after  a  flying  enemv. 

This  unlucky  incident  was  not  overlooked  by 
the  French  generals,  who  immediately  advanced 
with  a  considerable  body  of  troops,  attacked  the 
assailants,  now  in  disorder  by  the  rapidity  of 
their  pursuit,  and  the  unevenaess  of  the  connttf^ 
and  obliged  tliem  in  their  turn  to  retire  with 
precipitation.  The  gallant  Lieutenant- general 
O'Hara,  on  this  occasion,  received  a  wound  in  the 
arm,  and  being  rendered  faint  by  the  loss  of  blood, 
was  obliged  to  sit  down  under  a  wall,  where  he 
was  taken  prisoner  ;*  several  other  officers  ako 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French. 


The  events  of  this  day,  added  to  the  capture 
of  the  brave  ofiicer  who  had  acted  both  in  the 
capacity  of  governor  and  military  commander, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  raise  the  expectations  of 
the  besiegers;  they  now  began  to  make  nearer 
apprdaehes  to  the  place,  and,  by  means  of  their 
batteries,  not  only  attacked  the  postn  of  Mal- 
bousquet, Le  Brun,  and  Fort  Mulgrave,  on  the 
heights  of  Balaguier,  at  the  same  time,  but  also 
threatened  a  general  assault. 

Nor  were  these  events  to  be  despised.  The 
garrison  at  this  period  was  reduced  to  the  most 
alarming  situation  ;  and  the  enemy,  whose  force 
was  constantly  increasing,  amounted  to  nearly 
forty  thousand  men,  commanded  by  an  able  gene- 
ral, while  the  batteries  were  managed  under  the 
direction  of  one  of  the  best  engineers  of  his  age, 
On  the  other  hand,  the  allied  troops,  composed  of 
five  different  nations  and  languages,  never  ex- 
ceeded twelve  thousand  rank  and  file.f  With 
these,  now  greatly  diminished  by  death  and  dis- 
ease, a  circumference  of  fifteen  miles,  for  the 
defence  of  the  town  and  harbour,  was  to  be  occu- 
pied and  defended,  by  means  of  eight  principal 
and  several  intermediate  posts,  which  alone  re- 
quired nearly  nine  thousand  men. 

The  French  being  determined  to  push  on 
the  siege  with  increased  vigour,  relievea  such  of 
their  troops  as  were  fatigued,  by  firesh  ones,  and 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  opened  two  new 
batteries  on  Fort  Mulgrave,  and  from  these  and 
the  three  former  ones  continued  a  very  heavy  can- 
nonade and  bombardment,  which  killed  many  of 
the  troops,  and  destroyed  the  works.  As  the 
weather  proved  rainy,  they  afterwards  found 
means  to  assemble  a  large  body  of  forces  se- 
cretly, vrith  which  they  stormed  the  fortification, 
and  entered  with  screwed  bayonets  by  that  side 
defended  bv  the  Spaniards.  On  this  the  British, 
and  such  of  the  other  troops  as  had  not  been  killed 
during  the  assault,  were  obliged  to  retire  towards 
the  shore  of  Balaguier. 

At  day4>reak,  another  attack  took  place  on 
all  the  posts  occupied  by  the  garrison  on  the 
mountain  of  Faron.  They  were  repulsed  how- 
ever on  the  east  side,  by  about  seven  hundred 
men,  commanded  by  Colonel  Le  Jerma|^aan,  a 
Piedmontese  officer,  who  perished  upon  tlus  occa- 


*  L«ird  Hood  iu  his  dispatch  to  government,  dated  on  the  day  when  Ihis  uDfortonate  event  took  place,  was  pleased|o 
obsenro  that,  •*  the  ^vernor 
Trbich  seems  to  impbcate  sor 
the  event  of  this  anfortwiate 
tioB  of  bis  excellency ; 

son ;  bat  the  misfortune  which  has  befallen  him,  and  the  severe  loss  whicb  the  service  'sustains  by  bis*  capture,  eanoot  be 
ascribed  even  to  this  boooiuaUe  hvlh ;  for  be  did  not  hioMelf  ascend  tbe  battery  till  it  was  possessed  by  our  troops,  and  there 
was  reason  to  suppose  the  object  of  the  day  had  been  obtained.  Tbe  reverse  was  so  sudden,  and  his  presence  must  have  ap- 
neared  so  material  towards  restoring  order,  and  retrieving  the  error  which  had  been  committed  by  the  troops,  that  it  is  not  to 
DC  wondered  at,  if,  with  his  spirit,  he  became  exposed  to  personal  hazard.  His  wound,  though  not  dangerous  or  serious,  has 
bled  much ;  and,  added  to  the  exertion  he  had  Wore  made,  weakened  him  so  macb,  that  be  could  not  retire  many  paces 
with  the  troops,  but  insisted  on  being  left  by  two  soldiers  who  were  conducting  him,  and  whom  he  ordered  to  proceee  ^ 
save  themselves."    Sxiraet  ^«  ktttr  f  the  Rigki  H<m&urttble  Hemy  Ihmdu^  daUd  Tmilai^  Deemikher  1,  1703. 

t  See  Major-general  Dundss's  Letter,  dated  <<  Hieies  Bay,  December  21,  1703.» 
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eion  ;  but  they  found  meins  (o  penetrate  by  the 
back  of  the  monntain,  although  eighteen  hundred 
feet  high,  and  deemed  inaccesdibley  so  as  to 
occupy  the  side  which  overlooks  Toulon.  In  the 
course  of  this  day's  fight,  all  the  English  troops 
conducted  theBQselves  with  great  bravery  ;  while 
the  French,  invigorated  by  zeal,  and  trusting  to 
their  numbers,  charged  with  unusual  intrepidity 
and  success.  The  deputy  Arena  headed  one  of 
their  columns,  and  Cervoni  and  Bonaparte  par- 
ticularly distinguished  themselves.* 

A  council  of  flag  and  general  officers  now 
assembled ;  and  as  it  was  deemed  impracticable 
to  regain  the  posts  that  had  been  taken,  and 
the  town  was  not  tenable  while  they  remained  in 
the  possession  of  the  enemy,  it  was  determined 
to  evacuate  Toulon.  The  troops  were  accord- 
ingly withdrawn,  and  in  the  course  of  that  even- 
ing the  combined  fleet  occupied  a  new  station  in 
the  outer  road.  £arlv  next  morning,  the  sick, 
unrounded,  and  British  field  artillery  were  sent 
off;  the  Neapolitans,  after  abandoning  the  port 
of  Micissey  without  orders,  embarked  at  noon, 
end  measures  were  taken  to  withdraw  the  British, 
Piedmontese,  and  Spaniards,  amounting  to  about 
seven  thousand  men,  during  the. night. 

As  the  enemy  now  commanded  the  town  as 
well  as  some  oi  (he  ships  by  their  shot  and 
shells,  it  became  necessary  that  the  retreat 
should  take  place  as  speedily  as  possible.  Lord 
Hood  accordingly  gave  orders  for  the  boats  of 
the  fleet  to  assemble  by  eleven  o'clock  near  Fort 
Malgue  for  that  purpose.  He  bad  also  settled  a 
plan  for  destroying  all  the  French  men  of  war 
and  the  arsenal,  but  was  prevented,  by  the  sud- 
den and  unexpected  evacuation  that  to<^  place, 
irom  carrying  bis  intentions  fully  into  execution. 
Having  intrusted  that  service  to  Sir  Sidney 
Smith,  the  latter,  on  entering  the  dock-yard,  found 
that  the  artificers  had  already  substituted  the 
three-coloured  cockade  for  the  white  one,  while 
about  six  hundred  galley  slaves,  who  had  broken 
their  fetters,  were  jealous  of  his  operations,  and 
"would  have  exhibited  a  determined  resistance, 
had  he  not  pointed  the  guns  of  two  vessels,, on 

Snrpose  to  keep  them  in  awe.  After  this,  he  set 
re  to  ten  ships  of  the  line,  and  the  arsenal,  as 
well  as  to  the  mastrhouse,  the  great  store-house, 
and  other  buildings,  but  the  calmness  of  the 
evening  prevented  much  of  the  eflfect  expected 
from  the  conflagration. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Spaniards,  instead  of 
scuttUng  and  sinking,  set  fire  to  the  powder  ships, 
and  they  as  well  as  the  English  were  foiled  in  the 
attempt  to  cut  the  boom,  and  destroy  the  men  of 
war  in  the  bason,  in  consequence  of  repeated 
voUies  of  musketrv  from  the  flag-ship,  and  the 
wall  of  the  royal  battery.    The  Hero  and  The- 


mis tocles   were  however    set    on  fire,  ^ud  the  ^^ 1 

party  left  for  this  purpose,  after  a  most  desperate  Chap.  Xi. 
service,  effected  their  retreat ;  by  day-light  next  '^i^-'v^*.^ 
morning  all  the  British,  Spanish,  and  Sicilian      1703 
ships  crowded  with  the  unfortunate  inhabitants, 
were  out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy's  vengeance; 
Rear-admiral  Trogrofl^,  on  board  tiie  Commerce 
de  Marseilles,  with  the  Puissant  and.  Pompie, 
two  other  ships  of  the  line,  aud  the  Pearl,  Are- 
thusa,  and  Topaze,  frigates,  with  several  cor- 
vettes, formed  part  of  the  English  fleet,  with 
which  Lord  Hood  proceeded  to  Hieres  bay,  and 
soon  after  landed  the  men,  women,  and  children^ 
with  which  his  decks  were  encumbered. 

Of  thirty-one  ships  of  the  line  which  the 
English  found  at  Toulon,  thirteen  were  left  be- 
hind, nine  were  burnt  at  Toulon,  and  one  at 
Leghorn ;  and  four  Lord  Hood  had  previously 
sent  away  to  the  French  ports  Brest  and  Roch- 
fort^  with  dOOO  republican  seamen,  whom  L^ 
was  afraid  to  trust  Great  Britain  therefore 
obtained  only  three  ships  of  the  line  and  five 
frigates,  which  were  all  that  the  British  admiral 
was  able  to  carry  away. 

Thus,  after  a  siege  of  about  three  months, 
and  an  incessant  assaiut  of  five  successive  days 
and  nip^hts,  Toulon  was  restored  to  France ;  the 
besieging  army,  whioh  had  provided  four  thou* 
sand  ladders  for  an  assaiUt,  haying  entered  it 
at  seven  o'clock  in  the  mwning  subsequent  to 
the  evacuation.  Of  the  inhabitants  who  had 
borne  arms  against  their  country,  or  fii^vjour^d 
the  cause  of  the  allies,  some  still  remained,  and 
these  either  put  an  aid  to  their  existence  by  a 
voluntary  death,  or  perished  by  the  guillotine,  or 
the  musket.  Here,  as  well  as  at  Marseilles  and 
Lyons,  the  most  cruel  punishments  were  inflicted 
on  the  royalists ;  and  tiie  conquerors  not  only 
sullied  their  victory,  but  disgraced  themselves^ 
by  a  terrible  and  indiscriminato  carnage  ^  work- 
men were  actually  invited  fro|n  all  the  neighbour* 
ing  departments  to  destroy  the  principal  houses ; 
the  population  became  visiblv  decreased  by  the 
daily  butchery  that  took  place;  the  name  of 
Port  de  la  Montague  was  substituted  for  that  of 
Toulon,  and  a  grand  festival  decre^  in  honour 
of  the  French  army.  The  following  extract  of  a 
note  written  by  the  deputies  on  mission,  will  con- 
xey  to  the  reader  some  idea  of  the  unbridled  ven- 
geance of  the  victors  :*— 

^*  The  national  vengeance  is  ronsed.  Al- 
ready all  the  '*  qfftcers  of  the  marine'^  are  put  to 
the  sword.  The  republic  shall  be  revenged  in  a 
manner  worthy  of  herself:  the  manes  of  the 
patriots  shall  be  appeased.'' 

It  is  now  time  to  return  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  revolutionary  government  at  Paris,  but 
this  must  form  the  subject  of  another  chapter. 


«  It  is  not  a  Ittde  rewarktble,  that  all  these  were  foreifnien.    Cetrom  was  a  sobjeet  of  the  king  of  Sardinia;  while 
Arena  and  fionaparte  were  lioth  Corsicans,  bora  anteiior  to  Uie  period  when  their  toontry  was  sabjagated  iSy  the  FreDdtb 


CHAPTER  XU. 


Horrible  Despotism  of  the  Mountain  Partly — Decree  against  Public  Worship — Ptenth  Ecclesiastics 
ebfure  the.  Christian  Religion — Execution  of  Custine — Trial  and.  Execution  of  the  Queen — 
(^  the  Gmnde  Membift-^Of  Madame  Roland — Nev  Calendar-^Energetie  Meamru  adopted 
iy  the  Committees  for  carrying  on  the  War. 


BOOK  1.         THE  peridd  of  wbieh  we  hate  now  to  take  a 
'  bitef  review,  it  one  unequalled  in  tlie  history  of 

^^^^^^h  the  world,  for  the  atrocious  eritties  which  it  wit- 
'  1703  nessed.  The  asisassinatioii  of  Marat,  so  for  Apom 
inspiring  the  ruling  faction  with  any  moderation 
arising  from  the  fear  of  sharing  the  aame  fate, 
ifiatigated  them  to  the  commission  of  new  crimes, 
and  prompted  thei|i  to  still  greater  esoesses. 
The  Blonntaln  party,  the  sanguinary  revoia- 
tionists  of  the  10th  of  August,  were  now  become 
the  sole  rtilers  of  Francei.  l^is  dreadful  des- 
potism was  composed  of  two  councils,  one  of 
Which  was  denominated  the  *^  committee  of  pub-' 
lie  safiMy,**  and  -  the  other  Me  *^  committee  Of 
general  safety;'*  the  members  ought  to  have  been 
renewed  every  month;  but  Hie  convention,  in- 
iimidated  by  an  armed  mob,  hadhitrttsted  these 
iKmimltteetr  with  the  fatal  power  of  imprisoning 
and  jndging  its  members :  any  deputy  therefore 
who  should  have  been  hardy  eaough  to  have  pro* 

tosed  any  change  in  these  coimmitlees  would  have 
een  donouticed  as  a  traitor,  and  sent  to  the  revc- 
tutionary  tribunal,  which  was  the  anti-ebamberof 
death,  ahd  the  very  threshold  of  the  grave.  That 
assembly,  which  stili  styled  itself  the  national 
<x>nvention  of  France,  and  which  but  a  few 
months  ago  sat  in  judgment  upon  a  monarch, 
was  now  the  tool  and  thie  abject  trembling  slave 
of  a  junto,  equally  wicked  and  contemptMe. 

The  Mountain  faction,  whose  tyranny  dis>> 
Gained  all  bounds,  proceeded  to  atrocities  of 
which  BO  former  d^potism  aflferded  an  example. 
It  wall  cruel  without  a  motive,  and  sacrifieed  on 
the  same  scaffold  the  royalist  and  the  republican. 
Its  object  appeared  to  be  the  extermination  of  all 
that  ¥;a8  great  and  vahiable  in  soeietyi. «  It  atr 
tempted  to  reduce  the  community  to  one  level, 
to  degrade,  th^t  it  might  the  more  securely 
tyrannize  lA^  its  victims.  Even  moderation 
itoelfbecame  a  crime,  te  be  etprated  only  by 
death,  and  virtue  received  the  reward  due  to 
atrocious  crimes.  If  the  father  afforded  any  sup- 
port to  his  exiled  son  ;  if  the  daughter  wrote  to 
^r  mother  from  her  dungeon,  the  revolutionary 
tribun^^I  doomed  tl^em.to  the  scaffold.  The  exter- 
nal profession  of  the  christian  religion  i^'as  abo- 


poi 
bei 


Hshed  by  public  decree,  and  an  attempt  wao  mada 
to  substitute  for  ehristianity,  a  sort  of  metaphy- 
sical paganism  <  The  Reason  they  had  ao  grossly 
abused,  and  the  Liberty  they  bad  so  drendflilly 
outraged,  Were  ekaked  as  ideal-  deities  for  the 
maddened  populace  to  worship. 

Those  ecclesiasties  who  hadeeats  in  the 
convention,  publicly  abjured  their  creed,  and 
were  not  ashamed  to  declare^  that  tiiev  had 
hitherto  deceived  the  vrerld.  The  nridibishop 
and  clergy  of  Paris  renouneod  the  ehristiaa 
relipon,  dedlaring  that  they  owned  no  temple 
but  the  sanctuary  of  the  laws;  no  Ood  but 
liberty;  no  gospel  hat  the  conetitirtion.  Had 
these  -infatuated  legislators  of  France  been 
really  friends  |o  the  liberty  and  happiness  of 
mankind,  they  wouM  have  venerated  the  rcligtea 
of  Jesus  Christ,  which,  while  it  is  friendly  to 
order,  is  adverse  to  despotism,  and  in  every 
page  asserts  the  real  rights  of  the  homan  rAcr^ 
and  the^  original  equality  of  mankind.  They 
would  have  reooUected  that  Christianity  had 
abolished  slavery  in  Europe,  and  waa  cont^idiiig 
against  it  in  America ;  and  that  it  bad  given  to 
tiM  poor  a  degree  of  consequence  which  they 
never  possessed  amidst  the  boasted  freedom  of 
Greece  and  Rome.  But  it  was  noi  liberty  these 
men  sought,  bat  the  establishment  of  a  degrading 
and  forocioue  despotism. 

The  revolutionary  tribunal  condemned  with* 
out  distinction,  and  without  isqitiry,  all  the  vicv 
tims  whom  the  tyrants  marked  out  for  deBtruction. 
Proscriptions  daily  inoreased^  and  France  was 
filled  with  accuecrs,  prisons,  and  execntiDners. 
Bastileir,  under  new  names,  contained  the  citi^ 
Bens  liable  to  suspiden ;  and  a  multitude  of  spies 
and  informers  carried  fear  into  every  house,  and 
into  every  bosom.  No  one  Was  too  obscure  for 
suspicion,  or  above  the  readi  of  punishment ;  an 
obnoxious  deputy  suffered  as.  a  federalist ;  tlie 
noble  was  accused  of  emigration. ;.  the  lawyer 
perished  as  a  traitor ;  the  banker  as  a  counter** 
revolutionist ;  and  the  merchant  as  a.forestaller ; 
safety  from  prosoriptiou  was  to  be  found  no  ^vbere 
but  in  the  armies,  and  immense  multitudes  re- 
paired thither  for  proteetion. 
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The  number  of  persons  who  perished  daring 
this  (as  it  has  been  most  emphatically  styled) 
'^  reign  of  terror/^  cannot  be  ascertained  by  any 
authentic  documents^  but  the  prisons  were  filled 
and  emptied  with  a  horrible  rapidity,  and  the 
scaffolds  flowed  daily  with  blood;  a  detailed 
history  of  these  horrid  eiFents  would  exceed  the 
limits  of  this  work,  and  would  also  shock  and 
disgust  the  reader.  Out  of  this  immense  mass 
of  guilt  and  suffering  we  can  only  select  a  few 
instances.  The  irictim  first  in  rank,  if  not  in 
time,  was  the  ill-fated  consort  of  Louis  XVI. 
Queen  Marie  Antoinette ;  her  tpial  had  been  im- 
mediately preceded  by  that  of  General  Custine, 
who  was  cuarged  wUJb  maintaining  a  secret  cor- 
respondence with  the  enemy,  aud  with  leaving  the 
garrison  of  Ments  unprovided  with  necessaries ; 
with  having  disobeyed  the  orders  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  with  not  having  exertedliimaelf  to  pre- 
vent Valenciennes  from  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  allies.  On  these  charges  he  was  found  guilty, 
and  received  sentence  of  death,  which  was  oar- 
«ried  into  effect  within  twenty-four  hours. 

The  trial  and  condemnation  of  the  queen 
immediately  followed  that  of  this  ill-fated  gene* 
ral.  This  unfortunate  victim  of  the  revolution 
was  removed  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  August 
from  the  temple,  to  a  small  and  miserable  apart* 
ment  in  the  coneiergerie,  wh«*e  she  remained 
nntil  she  was  brought  before  the  revolutionary 
tribunal.  In  this  gloomy  dungeon,  b,  gen-d^arme 
watched  her  night  and  day,  and  she  was 
sheltered  only  by  a  screen  from  the  eye,  of  the 
gaoler,  when  she  undressed  herself  to  pass  the 
night  on  a  decayed  flock  bed.  On  the  3d  of 
October,  Billaud  Varennes  sent  orders  to  the 
revolutionary  tribunal  to  take  charge  of  the  trial 
of  the  queen  ;  about  ten  days  after,  Pouquier 
Tinville  desired  her  to  prepare  for  her  trial ;  and 
on  the  15th  she  appeared  before  the  tribunal,  to 
t4ke  her  trial,  or  to  speak  more  correctly,  to  hear 
her  *doom  denounced. .  The  act  of  accusation 
consisted  of  several  charges,  the  substance  of 
which  was— tliat  she  had  contributed  to  the  de- 
rangement of  the  national  finances,  by  remitting 
from  time  to  time  considerable  sums  to  her  bro- 
tlier,  the  Emperor  Josepli«-->that  since  the 
revolution,  she  had  continued  to  hold  a  criminal 
correspondence  with  foreign  powers— that  in 
every  instance  she  had  directed  her  views  to  a 
counter-revolution,  particularly  in  exciting  the 
body  guards,  and  others  of  the  military,  at  Ver- 
sailles, on  the  1st  of  October,  1789~that,  in 
concert  with  Louis  Capet,  she  had  distributed 
counter-revolutionary  papers  and  writings — that 
in  the  beginning  of  October,  1789,  by  the  agency 
of  certain  monopolists,  she  had  created  an  artifi- 
cial famine — that  she  was  a  principal  agent  and 
pr6moter  of  the  flight  of  the  royal  family,  in 
June,  1791 — ^that  she  instituted  private  councils 
(No.  7.)  * 
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in  the  palace,  at  which  the  massacres,  as  they   BOOK  T. 

were  termed,  in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  at  Nancy,  ' — ; 

&c.  were  planned — that  in  consequence  of  Chap.  XIL 
these  councils,  she  had  persuaded  her  husband 
to  interpose  his  veto  against  the  decrees  con- 
cerning the  emigrants  and  the  refractory  priests 
— that  she  influenced  him  to  form  a  body  guard, 
composed  of  disaffected  persons,  and  induced 
him  to  give  employments  to  the  refractory 
priests. 

One  of  the  most  singular  charges  was,  that 
in  conjunction  with  the  Gironde  faction,  she 
induced  the  king  and  the  assembly  to  declare 
war  against  Austria,  contrary  to  every  principle 
of  sound  policy,  and  the  public  welfare.  The 
act  proceeds  to  state,  that  she  communicated 
to  the  enemy  plans  of  the  campaign,  and  other 
Intelligence — that  the  affair  f»f  the  10th  of 
August  was  the  consequence  of  a  horrible  con- 
spiracy against  the  nation  formed  by  her  intrigues 
— that  she  was  aldo  a  prinerpal  agent  in  the 
internal  war  with  which  France  had  been  dis- 
tressed.— The  last  charge  was  the  most  infamous 
and  the  most  incredible,  viz.  that,  like  Agrip- 
pina,  she  had  held  an  incestuous  commerce  with 
her  own  son. 

The  unfortunate  Marie  Antoinette  heard  the 
accusation  with  calmness,  and  the  facts  alleged 
against  her  by  the  several  witnesses,  particularly 
Leeourtre  de  Versailles  and  Hebert,  who  accused 
her  of  having  lavished  incestuous  caresses  on  her 
son.  As  she  continued  silent,  the  president  cal- 
led upon  her  for  a  reply  ;  with  great  dignity  she 
answered,  "  I  held  my  peace  because  nature 
forbids  a  mother  to  reply  to  such  a  charge  :  but 
since  I  am  compelled  to  it,  I  appeal  to  all  the 
mothers  who  hear  me,  whether  it  be  possible." 

Had  the  conduct  of  this  princess  been  as 
unexceptionable  as  it  was  unfortunately  indiscreet, 
there  is  no  probability  that  she  could  have 
escaped  condemnation  from  this  sanguinary  tri- 
bunal. After  consulting  for  about  an  hour,  the 
jury  found  her  guilty  of  the  charges.  With  an 
unchanged  countenance,  she  heaa  the  sentence 
of  death  pronounced,  and  left  the  hall  without 
uttering  a  single  word,  without  addressing  her- 
self either  to  her  judges  or  the  audience. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  at  about  11  o'clock, 
the  queen  was  taken  to  execution  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  other  victiiDS  of  this  dreadful  tri- 
bunal, on  a  cart,  with  her  hands  bound,  accom- 
panied by  a  constitntiohal  priest  in  a  lay  haBit, 
and  escorted  by  nnmerous  deta'chinents  of  inili- 
tary.     She  had  on  an  undress  of  white  qtiiitihg. 
When  the  processiou  reached  (he  PIftce  dela  Re-* 
volution,  the.  spot  where  the  unfortuiiati^  l^puis ' 
bad  so  recently  suffered,  her  eyes  wore  oti^jMi^ 
towards  the  Thuillertes,  and  ibr  a  moi1[)en^p9ke ' 
appeared  strongly  agitated,  but  she  soon  regaifmji^ 
her  composure,  and  ascended  the  sctiflbld  with  u- 
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BOOK.  f.    firm  and  unbesitaiiDg  siepi  and  her  babaviaar  9X 

~ the  awful  momeiit  of  difsolulion  was  deeaat  and 

Chap.  XIL  composed*    The  axecutianer,  sei'^ftiog  .ibe  h«ad 
'^''^T^^r^^  by  the  tuuTy  axbibiced  it  to  iba  multitucle^  ex£laii&-r 
*  ini^9  '^  Loog  live  the  repubiio^V  and  the  cry  waa 

ociioad  by  the  funas  ifbo  9urf o«»a4ed  tba  scaffold* 
Thus  perisb^d^  by  the^haiKlB  of  the  exeeutiooer, 
Marie  Antoinette)  tba  siater  of  ao  emparor,  and 
tba  wife  of  a  kiqg. — Her  death  inoada  a  strancp 
impression  on  the  different  courts  of  Europe^, 
particularly  on  that  of  Vianua.. 

The  Moutttain  party  haying,  brought  tba 
queen  to  the  scaffibldy  pursu^  their  Uoady  work^ 
and.oa  the  24th  of  Ootobeiv  the  aaotised  deputiea 
of  the  GirQaud^  party  were  brought  bdere  the 
revolulionary  tribunal,  and  after  a  trial  in  whii^b 
both  the  principles  and  the  forms  of  law  wesei 
e4|ually  violated,  ware  declared  guilty  of  a  con-* 
spiraoy  agaii^st  the  unity  and  indivisibility  of  tha 
republic,  and  eoiida«uied  to  tha  guillotine..    One* 
of  the.deDutiea,  Valase,  after  hearing  his  sen-^ 
tence,  stabbed  himself  at  the  bar  ot  the  tribunal. 
On   the   30  th  of  October,    twenty  •one  of  these 
deputies,    Tiz.    Brissot,   Vergniaud,  Gensanna^ 
Dupart,    Lehardi,   Ducos^ .  Fonfrede^    Boileau, 
Gardien,  Duchalet,  Sillery,  Fauchet,  Dufricbe, 
Duperal,   La  Source^   Carra,  Baauvais,  Main- 
Tille^  Antlboul,  Vig^e,  and  Lacaze^  ware  con- 
veyed to. the  Place  de  la  Revolution,  and  exou* 
ted.     The  reader  will  recagpize  among  these 
names,  scTeral  of  those  who  were  most  active  in 
dethroning  the  king,  and  establishing  a  republic. 
Valaze,  who  stabbed  himself  at  the  bar  of  the 
'  tribunal,    was  the  member  who  prepared  the: 
charges  against  the  unfortunate  Louis.     Manuel, 
who  had  lieea  so  active  in  the  dethroning  .of  the; 
king,   on   the  10th  of  August,    and  afterwards: 
evinced  so  much  solicitude  to  praserre  hia  life, 
was  soon  after  brought  to  trial,  and  exeeuted. — 
The  trial  of  General  Honcbard  immediately  suc^^ 
ceeded  to  that  of  Manuel ;  he  was  accused  of  not. 
cutting  off  the  retreat  of  the  British  forces  from 
West  Flanders.  With  the  revolutionary  tribunal, 
accusation  was  synonymous  with  condemnation, 
and  he  also  suffered  by  the  guillotine.      The' 
veteran  General  Luckner,  Bailly,  the  first  mayor; 
of  Paris  after  the  revolution,  the  accomplished 
Barnave,  and  Rabaut  St.  £tienne,  also  perished 
in  the  same  manner. 

.  The  condeoBHoation  pf  the  Duke  of  Qrleana,. 
who  had  assum^  the  fantastical  name  af;  Philip 
E^galiti,  appears  to  have  produced  no  sensations  • 
either   of  horror  or   of  commiseration,  in .  any 
party ;  so  o^^mpletely  does  a  praligate  life  ax* 
tinguish  the  irespect,  and  excite  the  indignaiioa 
of  mankind.    This  wretched  and  unworthy  mem* 
ber  of  the  Bourbon  family  was  executed  on  the 
evening  of  the  6th  of  November,  aad  bore,  with;, 
a  magnanimity  which  would  have  done  honour  to 
a  better  chiuraoter^  tba  insulls  and.  reproaches  of . 


the  popnlaee^    Thor  celebrated  MaclsMe;  Roland 
was  brou(^teiheaaaSald.twa^yaaftBr  Uieese^ 
oution  of  the  Dttkaef  Orlea&s.  Her  g^faittelents 
have*  been,  oonfissaed  by  all,  aid  the  integrity  of 
her  character   has    only  been  disputed'  by  the 
viruknae    of  faistion.    Her   atta^nent^  to  the 
party  of  the  Girende  was  theoolyerioie^eUei^ 
against  har^    This   celebaated  female  auibred 
daatli  with  an  beraism  wbiah  extorted  the  admn 
ration  evaa  of  hor  faraciaiis  and  uaosaBly-eoeniies) 
On  her  way  to  theseaffi>U:&he'Waa  not  oaly  eon^ 
posed,  but  oocaaionaily  asaumad  an. air  4»f  gaiety^ 
in  order  to  eaeoorage  a  person  who  waa  eaa-* 
damned  to  die  at  the  same  time^  but  who  was  not 
armed  with  the  saaM  fortaiiide.    To  be  the  first 
victim  on  these  maianohrir  'Ottcaaians  vmaacoosi* 
dered  aa.a  privilege,  aad  had  been  ailowied  ta 
Madame  Roland.  aa:.a.  female,    but  wiien  she 
observed  the  dismay  of  her  companion^  she  said 
to  him,  '^  Go. first,  let  me  at. least  spare  you  tha 
paia  of  seeing  my  Uood  shad."     Shetfaeit  turned 
to  the  exeemtioaery  aad  begged  that  tbiaaad  in- 
dnlgeace. might  be  granted  te  her  fellovf  aaiferer.- 
T-be  exeoatibner  told  her  that  he  had  received 
orders  that  she  should  periah  first ;  **  Vmt  you 
cannot,  I  am  sure/*  said  she  with  aamile^  ^*  refuse 
the  last  request  of  a  ladyi"     Tbe:oflbser'of  death 
complied  with-  her  demand.-    When  she  <  monnted 
the  scaffold  aad  waa-tiedto  tbefatal  plank,  she' 
lifted  up  her  eyas  to  thai  statue  of  liberty,  near 
which  the  guiliotine  was  placed,  .and  exclairaedf 
^^  Ah  liberty,  how  haat  thou  been  sported  with !'' 
Her  husband,  the  late  minister  of  the  interior, 
was  shortly  after*  found  lifeless  in  a  wood,  near 
the  high-road  between  Paris  and  Rouen  ;  unable 
to  bear  the  sad  reflections  whiph  crowded  upon 
him*  he  had  put  a  period  to  bis  exislence;  the 
papers  which  were  in  bis  .pooket-book  were  sent 
to  the  committee  of  publto  safety,  and  have  never 
seen  the  light. 

Amidst  the  extf;aordinary  changes  which 
were  passing  in  France,  the  convention  now 
dianged  time  itself,  and  decreed  a  new  calendar, 
which  was  afterwards  abolished  By  Napoleon 
Bonaparte.  The  year,  according  to  this  calen- 
dai*,  is  divided,  into  twelve  mouttM,  of  thirty  days 
each,  with  five  intercalary  days,  which  are  de- 
dicated to  national  festivities^  Each  month  was 
divided  into 'deeadea,  and  the  day  of  rest  was* 
appointed  for  every  tenth  day,  instead  of  every 
seventh.  These  decades  were  however  never- 
observed  by  tha  .people,  who  lost  the  inestimable* 
advantage  of  the  Christian  Sabbath,  without 
reeeiving  e ven.  the  benefit  of  this  miserable  sub-' 
stitute. 

But  even  amidst  the  follies  and  the  sanguin- 
ary excesses  ef  the  triumphant  party,  it  is  impos- 
sible not  to  admire  the  energetic  measurea  adopted' 
against  the  for^n  enemy.  .  In  consequence  of  a 
report  from.. the;  committee  of  public  safety,  all* 
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FreootnneD  were  dec)iured/by  a  sokmn  decree  of 
the  ooiMFeiiiMW^  to  be  at  thefoffviceot' their oonii^ 
try,  until  its  eoeflaies  ebouU  be  chased  from  tbe 
territories  of  the  repuUte.  '^  The  yonn^  men 
shall  itniireh  to  the  combat ;  the  married  ones 
slmU  forg^e  arms  and  tranapoi  t  the  proTiaions ; 
the  womea  shall  fabricate  teats  and  clothes^  ami 
attend  the  military  hoepitala  ;  the  children^  shall 
make  lint  to  eerve  as  dressings  for  the  wounds  of 
the  patriots ;  while  the  old  men  shall  cause  tbem>^ 
selves  to  be  carried  to.  the  publio  squares  to 
excite  the  courage  of  the  warriors,  to  [H'each  the 
unity  of  the  republiCy  and  iiis|Mre  hatred  ajgainst 
kings." 

To  supply  the  wants  of  the  immense  armsee 
now  about  to  be  eolleeted  from  aU  qnarters,  mea*' 
sures  <>f  a  ^  new  and  extraordinary  kind  were 
adopted.  Asttgnats  were  not  only  fabricated  and 
expended  in  immense  quantities,  but  their  value 
was  maintained  for  somv  lime  at  a  rate  nearly 
equivalent  to  that  of  gold ;  and  when  this  rce* 
source  began  to  fail,  revolutionary  taxes  were 
imposed.  The  doctrine  of  requintion  was  at 
length  recurred  to,  and  all  the  necessaries  of 
life/  appertaining*  to  citizens  -in  easy  circum*^ 
stances,  were  seised  upon  in  the  name  of  the 
republic,  and  for  the  support  of  its  troops,  while 
the  great  cities  were  crowded  with  manufac-* 
tures  of  salt-rpetre,  the  towns -were  oonverted  into 
foundries,    and  the  ancient   palaces   metamor- 


phosed'^into  arsenals  to  sop^y  the  dements  of  UOfSK  1. 

destruction.  

At  the-  very  moment  that  the  idea  of  a  CsAf.Xiin 
nation's  rising  er/i.iffassff  was  ridiculed  thfe^nghout  '^— '^  "■'*-- 
Europe,  the  conveation,-  onthe  proportion  of  th<  ^"^^^ 
eommittee  of  public  safety^  had'  either  aug-^ 
mented  or  created  eleven  distinet  armies^  wbicb 
seemed  to  form  a  chain- round  the  frontiers  of 
France.  AU  the  unnarried  males,  from  efghteen 
to  forty  years  of  age,  were  put  in^permaneat  re-* 
quisition,  and  a  draught  of  three  hundred  thou* 
sand  made  at  one  time.  Tliese  immense  resources 
enabled  them  to  strengthen  and  new  model  the 
army:  of  the  north,  extending  from  Dunkirk  to 
Maubege  ;  that  of  the  Ardennes,  reaching  front 
Maubege  toLongwy;  that  of  the  Mosetle^  from 
Longwy  to  Bilohe;  that  of  the  Rhine,  from 
Bftehe  to  Porentrui;  that  of  the  Alps,  from  the 
Aisne  to  the  borders  of  the  Var ;  that  of  Italyj 
frenm  the  Maritime  Alps  to  the  mouth  •  of  the 
Rhone ;  the  army  of  the  Oriental  Pyrenees,  from 
the'mouth  of  the  Rhone  to  the  €taronne;  the  army 
of  the  Western  Pyrenees,  from  the  department 
of  the  Upper  Pyrenees  to  the  mouth  o(«the 
Givonde ;  the  army  of  the  coasts'  of  'Rochelle^ 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Gironde  to  that  o#  the 
Loire ;  the  army  of  the  coasts  vf  Bisest.  firom*<the 
mouth'  of  thelioire  to  St.  Maloes;  an^Mastly, 
that  of  the  coasts  of  Cherburg,  from  St^Matoes 
to  the  northern  department. 
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THE  campaignnof  1796,  notwithstanding  its 
prosperous  commencement,  closed  in  a  manner 
most  inauspicious  for  the  allies.  To  retrieve  the 
reverses  of  thiscampaign-,  and  redeem  the  repu- 
tation of  their  arms,  the  courts  of  London  and 
Vienna  adopted  the  most  ei&cactous  measures  to 
bring  a  powerful  body  of  men  into  the  field,  and 
Colortel  Mack  was  sent  by  the  emperor  to  con- 
cert a  fyian  of  operations  with'  the  British  minis- 
try. It  was  evident,  however,  that  the  Kins:  of 
Prussia  did  not  feel  any  extraordinary  zeal  in  the 
common  cause;  on  the  contrary,  he  notified  to 
the  diet  of  Ratisbon,  that  utiiess  his  troops 
reeeived  subsistence  at  the  public  expense,  he 
would  wltbdhtw  his  army  from  the  Rnine,  and 


contribute  no  more  than  his  own  contingent. 
His  Prussian  Majesty  also  opposed  the  general 
armament  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  empire^ 
which  had  been  proposed  by  its  head,  and  inti- 
mated to  the  Prince  de  Saxe  Cobourg,  that  the 
whole  of  bis  forces,  with  the  exception  of  twenty 
thousjind  raen^  were  about  to  leave  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Mentz,  and  retire  to  Cologne.  At  length 
his  majesty,  by  a  public  d^laration,  in  which  be 
described  the  present  contest,  as  a  war  ^'  with  a 
delirious,  and  never  diminisbtng  swarm  of  foes,'^ 
openly  proclaimed  his  secession  from  ihe  conti- 
nental confederacy.  All  this,  however,  turned  out 
to  foe  a  piece  of  political  management,  intended 
to-  procure  subsidies  from  the  maritime  states, 
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BOOK  I.  and  particalarly  England.    Nor  was  tbe  court  of 
■  Berlin  mistaken  in  the  effect  intended  to  be  pre* 

CHAP.XIIT.  duced  by  this  finesse;  for  England  and  Holland 
immediately  entered  into  a  subsidiary  treaty,  for 
tbe  maintenance  of  sixty-two  thousand  four  hun« 
dred  men.  In  this  treaty  the  pecuniary  interests 
of  the  house  of  Brandenburg  were  regulated  with 
all  the  nicety  of  a  mercantile  contract. 

The  emperor,  who  manifested  more  ^eal  in 
the  contest,  endeaTOured  to  rouse  the  tardy 
lEeal  of  tbe  Germanic  body,  and  to  induce  them 
to  ^ote  a  triple  contingent ;  at  the  same  time  he 
increased  his  troops  in  the  Low  Countries  to 
nearly  a  hundred  and  fifty  *  thousand  men  ;  and 
to  obviate  jealousies  similar  to  those  that  had 
occurred  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  autumn, 
it  was  determined  that  Francis  II.  should  com* 
mand  the  allied  armies  in  person.  In  pursuance 
of  this  arrangement,  after  the  solemnity  of  his 
inauguration  as  Duke  of  Brabant,  his  imperial 
majesty  took  the  field  at  tbe  bead  of  the  comnined 
armies,  which  were  stated  to  amount  at  this 
period  to  two  hundred  thousand  men.  H  was 
also  ^expected,  that  by  procuring  an  -unity  of 
council  and  action,  in  addition  to  such  an  im- 
mense military  force,  tbe  object  of  tbe  con- 
federacy would  be  speedily  obtained. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  preparations  on  the 
part  of  the  French  were  such  as  no  age  or  coun- 
try had  ever  before  witnessed.  The  deoree  for  tbe 
levy-en-masse  had  already  placed  all  the  youth  of 
the  most  populous  nation  in  Europe  at  the  dis- 
posal of  a  government  which  boasted  of  having^ 
one  million  two  hundred  thousand  men  in  arms. 
The  war  with  the  maritime  powers  having  inter- 
dicted the  importation  of  gun-powder  and  mili- 
tary stores,    these   were    now  supplied    by  the 
talents  of  the  chemists,  and  the  industry  -of  the 
artisans  of  France.    Pari^  alone,  from  its  three 
hundred  forges,  and  fifteen  founderies,  furnished 
eleven  thousand  fire  hundred  and  twenty  stand' 
of  arm^,  and  one  thousand  one  hundred  pieces  of 
brass  cannon,  every  month.    The  insurgent  cities 
were  ordered  to  transmit  a  Qertain   portion  of 
salt-petre,  by  way  of  fine;  the  feudal  castles  of 
the  nobility,  atiU  supposed  to  frown  on  the  liber- 
ties of  the  republic,  as  well  as  the  forests  that 
sheltered  the  rebels  of  La  Vendue,  also  provided 
their  quota  of  an  ingredient  so  necessary  in  the 
modern  art  of  war.    In  addition  to  tbe  almost 
iuexhaustible  fund  arising  from  assignats,.   the 
credit  of  which  was  supported  by  the  law  of  the 
maximum^  the  expensive  piety  of  their  ancestors 
presented  them  with  other  resources,  which  were 
at  this  period  called  into  action ;  for  the  estates 
of  tbe  clergy,  and  tbe  precious  metals  hoarded  up 
in  tbe    cathedrals   and    churches,    were    freely 
recurred  to,  while  the  supernumerary  bells  fur- 
nished  cannon    for   armies  amounting  to  con- 
siderably more   than  half  a  million  of  fighting 


men.  That  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  give 
efficacy  to  these  immense  preparations,  the  ar- 
ehives  of  the  war  department  were  {searched  for 
the  schemes  and  memorials '  drawn  up  during 
the  reign  of  Louis  XIY. ;  and  a  chosen  body, 
consisting  of  the 'ablest  military  men  in  France, 
formed  plans  for  the  campaign,  and  laid  down 
instmctions  for  the  generals,  under  the  inspec- 
tion of  Carnot,  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
public  safety,  and  one  of  the  best  engineers 
and  statesmen  of  the  age.  While  thas  recurring, 
with  indefatigable  industry,  to  all  flie  resources, 
and  all  the  instruments  of  modern  warfare,  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  new  discoveries  were 
not  forgotten.  The  balloon  (hitherto  considered 
as  a  philosophical  toy,  incapable  of  aflbrding  any 
solid  advantage  to  mankind)  was  converted  into 
an  elevated  observatory,  by  means  of  which  the 
position,  evolutions,  and  numbers  of  the  enemy, 
could  be  readily  ascertained  ;  at  the  saiue 
time  that  ?the  telegraph,  with  a  few  simple  mo- 
tions, served  to  communicate  tbe  result  of  a 
siege,  or  of  a  battle,  with  the  accuracy,  if  not 
the  minuteness,  of  a  dispatch,  and  With  a  celerity 
that  in  some  measure  rivalled  the  progress  of 
sound. 

At  length,  the  combined  armies,  consisting 
of  Austrians,   British,  Dutch,  Hanoverians,  and 
Hessians,  and  amounting  to  187,000  men,  assem- 
bled on  the  heights  above  Cateau,  and  were  re- 
viewed by  the  emperor  on  tbe  16th  of  April. — 
In  pursuance  of  the  plan  previously  agreed  upon, 
they  advanced    during  t|^e  succeeding^  day,  in 
eight  columns,  three  of  which   were   intended 
as  corps  of  observation.      The  first,  composed 
of  Austrian  and  Dntch  troops,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Prince  Christian  of  Hesse  Darmstadt, 
seized  en  the  village  of  Catillon,  where  they 
obtained  four  pieces  of  cannon,  and  having  cros- 
sed the  Sambre,  immediately  occupied  a  position 
between  that  river  and  the  little  Heipe,  so  as  to 
invest  Landrecies  on  that  side.     The  second,  led 
by   Lieutenant-ffeneral  Alvintzey,  took  post  in 
the  forest  of  Nouvion.      The  third,  headed  by 
the  emperor  and   the  Prince  de  Cobourg,  after 
forcing  the  enemy^s  intrenchroents,  advanced  to 
the  heights  called  tbe  Grand  and  Petit  Blocus* 
The  fourth  and  fifth  columns  were  formed  from 
the  army  under  the  Duke  of  York,  that  of  which 
bis  royal  highness  took  tbe  direction  being  in* 
tended  to  attack  the  village  of  Vaux.    Major- 
general  Abercrombie  commenced  the  assault  with 
the  van,  supported  by  tiie  two  grenadier  compa- 
nies of  the  first  regiment  of  guards,  under  tbe 
command    of    Colonel   Stanhope,  and  stormed 
jind  took  the  star  redoubt,  while  three  battalions 
of  Austrian  grenadiers,  commanded   by  Major 
Petrash,   attacked  the  wood,  and  made  them- 
selves masters  of  the  works  which  tlie  French 
had  constructed  for  its  defence.    * 
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Sir  William  Brrictne  was  equally  aucceasfiil 
with  ilie  other  column;  for  findiug  the  enemy 
posted  at  Preinonty  a  brigade  of  British  infantry, 
with  four  squadrons  of  light  dragoons,  was 
detached  under  Lientenant^general  liareourt  to 
tam  their  position,  while  he  himself  attacked  in 
front,  with  three  battalions  of  the  regiment  of 
Kaunitz,  supported  by  a  well*directed  fire  of 
British  and  Austrian  artillery,  under  the  orders 
of  Lieutenant-colonel  Congreve,  and  not  otoly 
obtained  possession  of  the  redoubts,  but  of  two 
pieees  of  cannnn,  and  a  pair  of  colours. 

Nine  cannon  were  taken  in  the  course  of  this 
day,  by  the  column  under  the  immediate  com'- 
jnand  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York, 
who^  in  the  dispatch  transmitted  on  this  occasion, 
regrets  the  loss  of  the  honourable  Captain 
Carleton,  of  the  royals ;  and  expresses  his  obli* 

ELtions  to    lAeutenaot^generals    Sir    William 
rskine  and  Otl4,  Ms^or-general  Abercrombie, 
and  Lieutenant  Fage  of  the  British  artillery.  * 

The  success  of  this  extensive  and  compli'- 
cated  attack,  in  consequence  of  which  the  French 
lost  thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  being  now  com- 
plete, it  was  immediately  determined  to  lay  siege 
to  Landreeies.  The  direction  of  this  important 
affair  was  intrusted  to  the  hereditary  Prince  of 
Orange;  while  his  imperial  msgesty,  with  the 
grand  army,,  estimated  at  60,000,  covered  the 
operations  on  the  side  of  Guise ;  and  the  troops 
under  the  Duke  of  York,  amounting  to  near 
80,000,  were  employed  in  a  similar  service 
towards  Cambray.  A  body  of  Hessians  and 
Austrians,  to  the  number  of  l!2,000,  under  Gene- 
ral Worms,  were  at  the  same  time  stationed  near 
Douay  and  Bouchain ;  Count  Kaunitz,  with 
15,000  mea,defended  the  passage  of  the  Sambre ; 
and  General  Ciairfayt,  with  4^,000  more,  pro- 
tected Flanders  from  Toumay  to  th^  sea.  ouch 
were  the  strength  and  position  of  the  allies,  even 
without  the  assistance  of  the  Prussians,  who 
made  no.  movement  in  their  favour,  that  all  the 
generals  of  the  old  school  imagined  success  to 
be  inevitable,  and  appearances,  for  a  time, 
seemed  to  confirm  these  conjectures ;  for  the 
hereditary  Prince  of  Orange  made  a  general 
attack  upon,  and  carried  all  the  posts  still  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy  in  front  of  Landreeies :  he 
also  took  their  intrenched  camp  by  storm,  and 
obtained  possession  of  a  strong  redoubt  within 
sjx  hundred  yards  of  the  body  of  the  place.  In 
addition  to  this,  the  French  were  driven  from 
Ciesar^s  camp,  near  Cambray,  and  repulsed  a 
few  days  after  with  great  slaughter,  in  an  attack 
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on  the  heights  of  Cuteau,  where  the  Duke  of  BOOK  I. 
York  was  posfed ;  on  vrhich  occasion  laeutenant-  ^ 

general  Chapuy,  with  three  hundred  and  thirty  CflAp.XlU 
'officers  and  privates,  were  taken  prisoners,  while 
thirty*five  pieces  of  cannon  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  English. 

But  although  the  enemy  Were  not  only  worsted 
in  this  quarter,  but  also  in  an  attack  commanded 
by  the  emperor  in  person,  yet  they  proted  suc- 
cessful in  another  point  of  this  general  assauU, 
which  took  place  along  the  whole  extent  of  the 
frontiers  ;  for  Pich^gru,  having  advanced  on  the 
same  day  from  Lisle,  defeated  General  Ciairfayt 
at  Moucron,  from  whom  he  took  thirty-two  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  in  a  short  tiniQ  after  obtained 
possession  of  Werwick,  Courtray,  and  MeniUf 
the  last  of  which  held  out  during  four  days^ 
when  finding  no  probability  of  succour,  the  gar- 
rison, consisting  chiefly  of  emigrants,  forced 
their  way  through  the  enemy.  These  successes^ 
however,  were  supposed  to  be  fully  counter- 
balanced by  the  fall  of  Landreeies,  and  the  de- 
feat of  a  body  of  30,000  troops,  who  had  attacked 
the  army  of  the  Duke  of  York,  at  Toumay  ;  on 
which  occasion  they  lost  thirteen  pieces  of  cannon^ 
and  above  four  hundred  men  taKen  prisoners  :t 
but  General  Claurfayt  was  less  fortunate,  for 
Pichegru  once  more  attacked  him,  and  that  too 
with  such  irresistible  impetuosity,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  retreat  in  conftision  ;  his  flying  troops 
were  at  length,  with  some  difficulty,  prevailed 
upon  to  halt ;  and  this  gallant  but  unfortunate 
commander  immediately  occupied  a  position  sq 
as  to  cover  Ghent.  Bruges,  and  Osten4* 

The  army  or  the  allies,  in  consequence  of 
the  offensive  operations  of  the  enemy,  who, 
whether  vanquished  or  victorious,  proved  inces- 
sant in  their  attacks,  bein^  thus  broken  into 
many  separate  masses,  and  destitute  of  unity  in 
its  operations,  vras  evidently  liable  to  be  over- 
come. Accordingly,  while  Pichegru  was  pur- 
suing his  victorious  career  in  the  west,  Jourdan, 
already  celebrated  for  hi^  victories  at  Maubege 
and  Hendschoote,  entered  W^st  Flanders,  and 
after  crossing  the  Sambre,  forced  General  Kau- 
nits  to  retreat ;  but  in  the  course  of  a  few  days 
the  Austrians  rallied,  and  obliged  the  French  in. 
their  turn  to  give  way,  with  the  loss  of  near  5,000' 
men,  and  three  pieces  of  cannon. 

His  imperial  mc^esty  was  now  induced  to 
make  a  general  attack  with  his  scattered  forces, 
on  purpose  to  compel  the  enemy  to  evacuate  ihe 
Low-Countries.  The  attempt,  however,  proved 
unsuccessful,    for   two   of   the    five    colunms 


*  The  British  oommsiMler*iii-chief»  in  bit  effickl  letter,  pmiies  the  oondaci  of  the  troopt  en  tUf  day,  and  retrniM 
fiumka  to  Colonel  Vjar,  who  ooinnHuided  the  two  brigades  of  British  cat  airy  after  lla|er»gBneiml  Mansell's  death.    Captain' 
Rgot  and  Captain  Fellows,  of  the  third  dragoon  guards,  fell  upon  this  occasion. 

■}■  lieateBant-gcneml  Harconrt,  Hajw-genaal  Dttndas,  and  Sir  Robert  Ltnrw,  dktiiigvMhed  UMBudrai  upon  due 
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900)^  !•  emploj^d  upop  i\i}p  oe^aoon  were  an^ble,  from 
_———  fatigue,  to  e:^ecute  tbe  plan ;  aod  a  third  fouad 
fur-XIl^*  t}ie  ^nemy  ia  9Uoh  f^rce  at  Mp&crOBi  that  it 
retreated  to  Turcoi|i|p.  In  the  QieaB  time,  aeYea 
battalioos  of  British,  l^ve  of  4ustrian9,  and  two 
of  ifessianS)  with  six  squadrons  of  light  dracooo^y 
and  four  of  hussars,  (ed  hj  the  Puke  of  York, 
fofced  the  French  to  evacua.te  Lannoy  and  Rou* 
haix,  and  advancedi  in  consequence  of  orders^ 
^om  head-<iuarters,  against  MouTea^x,  Genexa} 
Abercrombie  then  atts^^ke^  with  four  battalions  of 
rnards,  seconded  by  the  seTentli  and  fifteenth 
fight  drfieoons  under  Lie\it.-coI.  Churchill,  and 
oompelled  the  enemy  tp  retire  with  the  l^ss  of 
]ttireepieces  of  cannon. 

Tbe  Fren^b  baling  attacked  Turcoing  narW 
liext  mor^ingi  the  EpglUh  comnuinder-in-chidr 
dispatched  two  battaUoiM  of  Austrian^  toi^artU 
that  place;  but  an  opening  beimr  left  on  the 
Tight;  the  enetDjf  took  advimtage  of  this  unfortu- 
vate  incident,  and  his  J^^yal  lughness  was  so 
briskly  assailed  hotn  in  Iront  ana  rear,  that  bis 
troopti  gc^ve  way,  and  l^e  himself  found  it  impos« 
aible  either  to  join  th^  brigade  of  guards,  or  that 
commanded  by  M^or-gener^  Fox ;  but  he  was  at 
length  enabled  to  escape  to  a  body  of  Austrinns 
eommanded  by  O^f  eral  QtUs  accompanied  only 
by  a  feir  dragoons  of  th^  six^te^ntbr^im^ent ;  while 
Migor-general  Abercjrpjmbif^  with  some  dimculty, 
efiected  his  retreat  to  Tpmpleuve ;  ai^d  Ms^or-n 
general  Fox  fortunately  sucpeeded  in  gaining  tb# 
tillage  of  Leers.*  ' 

Sfotwithstf  nding  ^ovpn^  ooeasional  advantage^ 
obtahied  hv  the  allies,  U  '^^«  by  this  tiiffte^vi^^nit 

£all  enligntened  meA,  thc^t  the  imu^nsfi  sum- 
i^s  and  systematlci^  exertions  of  the  irmablicaii 
armie-s  iroUld  in  theeQdpj^^ppnderate.    jBtls  in^^ 

{serial  majesty,  vnhg  had  n^eo  taught  to  V^i^V^ 
hat  his  appearance  in  the  Low-Opunitrips  waa 
alone  sufficient  for  the  resmpption  o^  tl^e  a^enl; 
dominions  of  the  house  of  Au^itris,  and  the  cow« 
plete  oTeithrow  of  ^ts  enemies,  now  learned,  frpm. 
sad  experience,  that  the  l^elgians  were  averse 
to  his  government,  %nd  the  French  too.  ^i^btf ; 
ibr  his  vengeance.  .  This  young  prince,  ciis- 
gnsted  at  the  past^  uncertain  of  the  futur^^  eqi^ally 
alartned  at  the  progress  of  ah  inveterate  ^^e,  and 
tbe  suspicious  conduct  of  a  king,  at  once  hJ3  riv^l 
and  his  ally,  thought  proper  to  abandon  the  field 
in  tl^e  middle  of  the  campaign ;  •  and  after  having 
exposed  the  person  of  the  first  monarch  in  Europe 
to  the  ignominy  of  beipg  taken  prisoner  by  the 
troops  of  thejiew  republic,  bie.  suddenly  retired  to 
b^  own  capital,  and  left  the  allies  to  meditate, 
on  the  approaching  catastrophe. 

Pichegru  now  prepared  in  his  tussn  a  general 
aftf au]it  on  the  lines^  ol  tte  ftUj^  whinh  be  accerd- 
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ingly  oommenoed  with  e  heavy  ire  mt  artillery ; 
and  a  succession  of  attacks,  or  rather  battles, 
ensued  vvhioh  lasted  tf4m  the  break  of  day 
till  la,te  in  the  evening,  when  the  Frendi  retired 
without  being  aUe  to  make  tmj  effiaielMal  impress 
sioa,  notwithatwding  tkeir  immeBae  siimbeni, 
which  have  been  esiiaftated  at  two  hundred 
thousand.  On  this  oceasi^n  tbe  combined  forces 
conducted  themaelvea  with  signal  bravery ;  and 
t|^  second  brigade  of.  Bri&b,  amler  Major^ 
general  Fo^;,  ^fotingui^hed  itself  m  a  partiimlar 
manner  by  the  spirit  and  ^lentry  vrith  which  it 
storQ»ed  and  carried  the  village  of  Pontechin,  by 
ifi^aps  ^f  the  hay^Mnet. 

But  th^  Fre«ch»  instead  of  beiiif^  dispirited 
by  their  ill  suoceas  upon  tfads  oeoasiDB^  actually 
grossed  the  Sambre  two  days  after,  and  oeonpkd 
s^  position  between  Rouveray  and  Fontaine-* 
L'£v6que ;  they  however  saflEiliBed  themselves  to 
be  again  surprised  by  GeneraUCount  Kaunits, 
and  lost  fifty  pieces  of  eannon,  and  near  five 
thousand  men,  about  three  thoasand  of  whom 
were  made  prisoners.  As  if  undismayed  by 
events,  they  atCtaally  broke  ground  before  Char* 
lergi  sopn  after ;  but  being  aatacked  by  the  eom- 
hin^  army  under  the  hereditary  IVinee  of 
Orai^^e,  they  were  compelled  onoe  more  te 
retreat.  Such  however  was  dieir  amazing  enpe-* 
ripprity  in  point  of  numbers,  that  another  army  ef 
forty  thousand  insn  aboiit  this  time  entered  the 
du<^y  4^(  Luxembourg,  amovemeai  vrkich  obliged 
General  Beaulieu  te  retire  from  the  duehyef 
B^MiUon,  the  chief  tewa  of  whkfa  iMd  been  pil- 
lajged  ^y  ^e  Auatilanji^  under  pretenee  that  some 
or  the  inhabitants  had  fired  upon  them<    ^ 

Notwithstanding  theia  reiterated  miscar* 
riages  in  that  quarter,  the  enemv  soon  after 
rororossed  the  Samfare^  again,  and  aeeumed  a 
position  near  GosseKes^  on  purpose  to  cover  the 
siege  9t  Clnurleroi,  before  which  >they  had  already 
begun  to  open  treadies ;  but  the  same  general 
whp  b^A  defeated  thiBm  a  few  days  before,  arrived 
again,  and  obliged  them  to  retreat,  with  the  loss 
ql  near  six  thousand  men,  twenty-two  pieces  of 
canneU}  thirty-fiv^  ammunition  wagrons,  and  a 
oonsid^^able  number  of  horses  and  baggage. 
But  Gei^eralJourdan.  having  received  consider-* 
ahle  reittfoveemenis  from  the  iarmy  ^'  the  Moselle, 
crossed  the  Sambre  a  third  iinie^  stormed  the 
Aostrian  camp  at  Betignies,  ami  pf«pftved  agatn- 
to  besiege  a  nity  which  had  so  long  ^riuded  bis 
ai^taeka.' 

About  this  period  some  of  the  mfi^i  ferocious 
njeiffbera  of  tim  riding  party  in>  France  .  exbi^ 
bited  a  degree  of  savag^  revenge  respecting 
England,  weH  calculated  to  render  them  the 
objects  of  general  detestation.    Not  content  with. 


*  ^^^oOTdi^toOie  Ff^QckaecoUBt,  tbejr  toakao  less  than  ^y  pjaoei  of  esaam*  sod  9fM  pnsmenu  m  the  eoorss 


OV  THS  FRBNCn  RESOLUTION. 
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%o)emnly  prockdmiiijB^  fhe  pretnier  '^  the  eBemy 
of  the  human  race*'  in  the  convention^  a  decree 
vras  also  obtained,  dedarinfl^,  **  that  hencefortii 
no  English  or  HanbVeriate  snouM  be  made  pii-^ 
noners ;"  and  an  address  was  soon  after  tninft^ 
mitted  to  the  armies  of  therepnbHe,  in  whieh^ 
after  accusing  the  British  gOTernment  of  all  the 
crimes  perpetrated  against  France,  they  assert, 
that  *^  no  one  of  the  slaves  of  Cteorge  ought  to 
return  to  the  tnsiitoroiM  territory  of  England.^ 
The  conduct  of  ttie  Dnke  of  York  upon  tins 
occasion  ivas  nt  once  digniSed  and  humane. — 
Instead  of  issittng  orders  lor  immediate  retalia- 
tion, and  thus  producing  all  the  horrors  of 
mutual  asstMsinatlon,  bis  roftl  highness,  in  ttn 
liddress .  to  hid  army,  rcfqu^ted  the  troops  to 
suspend  their  fudignation,  and  remiiided  them, 
^  that  mercy'  to  the  vanquished  is  the  brightest 
gem  in  t  soldier*^  character/*  To  the  honour 
of  tl^e  enemy -too,  neither  tho  officers  nor  soMiers 
vrottld  enforce  the$e  barbarbus  mandates;  and 
^veriA  of  the  generals  actuary  refused  obetKefice 
to  them,  at  the  li^sk  of  fheir  H^es. 

In  the  tneatt  time  the  French  proved  vlcto* 
rioUs  ih  maritime  Flanders  ;.  f6r  Pichegru,  after 
defeating  Cl|dr|ayt,  >irho  had  marched  to  the 
r^Kef  of  Tpres,  ivhic^  contained  ai  garrison  of 
seven  thotr^^nd  men,  commenced  the  skge  of  that 
pince,  which  !surrender,ed  on  the  17th  of  June, 
to  Moreau,  a  young  man  of  gr^t  promise,  vAio 
ii^eariylife  served  as  a  private  sdidier,  and  had 
hut  lately  exchanged  tne  lawyer's  robe  Ibr  the 
truncheon  of  a  general. 

f^or  wiQS  jourdftn  less  fottiinate  in  another 
qtrarter,  ibr*  he  pressed  the  ^iege  of'Charleroi  so 
etosdiy,  thatt  the  garrison,  amounting  to  three 
Aoasand  men,  surreudered  at  dfecretion,  on 
the  ^Mh  of  June.  The  IVince  de  Cbbourg, 
0[Ssisted  by  the  IVitice  of  Orange  and  General 
EfeatfKeu^  not  being  acquainted  with  this  fSfen% 
marched  in  the  course  (/f  that  very  evening  with 
the  combined  army,  divided  into  five  columns, 
and  early  on  the  succeeding  morning  made  pre- 
parations to  relieve  the  place.  '  Having  attawed 
the  enemy's  intrenchments  in  the  direction  of 
Lambrisart,  'Espinies,  and  Gosselies,  he  obliged 
ft  few  detached  bodies  to  retreat,  notwithstanding 
the  protection  of  several  strong  redoubts ;  but 
such  was  the  opposition  experienced  on  this 
occasion  by  the  allies,  that  it  was  evening  before 
the  left  wing  had  arrived  at  the  principal  heights, 
which  were  fortified  by  an  extensive  range  of 
field  works,  lined  witli  an  immense  number  of 
heavy  artillery.  Although  a  variety  of  unforeseen 
obstacles  had  interposed,  an  attempt  was  now 
made  to  force  this  strong  position  with  the  bay- 
onet ;  while  Jonrdao,.  on  the  other  hand,  having 
obtained  the  assistance  of  the  besieging  army, 
in  consequence  of  the  fall  of  Charleroi,  deter- 
mined to,  decide  the  fkt^  of  Flanders  ii^.a  pitched. 


bi^le.    He  aeoordiagtylidvaiioed  witii  a  numer*  BOOS  I. 
ons  anAjTy  mid  made  nsuch  un  excellent  di^posi*  ■ 
tion  as  to  enable  the  greater  part  cif  his  forces  to  CsAr.Xfll. 
contend  with  flie  left  wtng  of  the   allies  only,  "^-^^v-*^ 
Nevertheless,  such  was  the  itepetuous  valour  of     ^"^^^ 
the  essailants,  that  they  sepe^tedly  penetrated 
the  French  Knes,  and  fmaed  several  tinnes  under 
the  fire  of   their  cannon ;    but   towards    seven 
o^dock  in  the  evening,  the  advantage  obtained  by 
Jourdan  became  conspicuous ;  for  having  drawn 
his  troops  but  of  their  intreochmenis,  and  made 
three  distinct,  charges  upon  the  enemy,  alter  ail 
action  which  oomfoenced  at  dawn  ot  day,  and* 
did  not  entirely  conclude  until  near  snn-set,  vic- 
tory, which  had  been  hovering  by  turns  over  each 
cf  the  rival  armies,  deohH^  "llnalfy  in  fiivouroC 
the  republieans.    The  combined  troops,  taking 
advantage-  of  the  night,  immediately  fell  back, 
first  on  nfarbois,  and  next  on  Nivelles,  witji  an. 
intent  if  j^ssible  to  eover  Namnr. 

Thus  ended  the  baHlle  of  Fleurus,  foughi 
on  the  same  ground  as  that  on  Which  the  Freneh 
had  discomfited  the  allies  «  conturv  before;  in 
etmsequ.ence  of  which  GeoeralJonrdan  was  now 
con^imred  for  a  tittie  as  the^  lival  of  Marshal 
Luxembourg. 

Some  circumstances  worAv  of  record!  da* 
serve  to  be  enumerated  here.    Vbt  less  of  this 
action,  nn  which  so  mnch  depended,,  appears  ti 
have  arisefi   P^rtlv  firom    the  Ignoranoe  of  tiM 
impertsd  ffeneral  rmtive  to  i^  f a(^  of  Charlerot, 
and  partly  fron  the  determination  of  the  Freoeh. 
soldiers,  who,  dreading-  the  igajonmy  of  being 
agaiji  driven  across  ^e  SamhrS,  exclaimed  frona 
one  end  of  the  Irne  to  another,  **  ¥fo  retreat  toi- 
day  r*    Tbo  reserve  in  particufor,  whidi  turned' 
the  fcrtune  of   the  batfle,    displayed  an  exlra-^ 
c^dinarv  degree  ef  enthosiam,  and  repeatedlv 
chai*gea  ttie  enemy  amidst  uilceafi^in^  shonts  of 
**  Long  Wve  the  repiftlic  ?*'    Kof  oeght  mention 
of  a  novel  tnt^ident^,  connectefl  with  the  fiite  of 
this  engagement j  '^and-Tonseqnentiy  of  AustnMi 
Flanders,    to  be  omitted.      The  committee  of 
public '  safety,  ambitious  of 'boasting  that  it  had 
enlisted  science  under  the  banners  of  liberty,  had 
sent  a  company  of  aerostats  to  the  head-quarters 
of  the  army^  in  consequence  of  which  a  ba|loon 
was  constructed,  and  frequently  elevated  during 
the  action,  with  a  confidential  officer  attached  to 
it,  who  conveyed  the  most  important  intelligence 
relative  to  the  designs,  the  numbers,  and  the 
evolutions  of  the  enemy. 

The  loss  of  the  combined  forces  in  this  en- 
gagement has  never  been  precisely  ascertained  ; 
it  ^vas  undoubtedly  diminished  greatly  on  one 
hand  by  the  Prince  de  Cobourg,  who  stated  it  at 
fifteen  hundred,  and  grossly  exaggerated  on  the. 
other  by  the  French,  who.  estimated  it  at  ten. 
thousand  men.  The  efiects  however  were  prpdi- 
giousy  for  the  combined  forces  now  retreated  in, 
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BOOK  L  aU   quarters,    and    Bruges,    Tournayy    Mons^ 
■  Oudenarde,    Brussels,  aud  e^eu  Nainur,  were 

Chaf^XIII.  left  without  protectioo. 

^"^^^^^^  The  body  of  EInglish  and  allies  under  the 
1794  Duke  of  Yoric,  participated  of  course  in  the  dis-  . 
asters  of  the  campaign  ;  for  his  royal  highness, 
after  attempting  in  vain  to  form  a  junction  with 
iGfeneral  Clair&yt,  was  obliged  to  retreat  from 
Tournay  to  Renai;i ;  and  General  Walmoden  \ 
having  been  forced  at  the  same  time  to  abandon 
'  Bruges,  all  communication  with  Ostend  was 
thus  cut  off.  The  ministry,  greatly  alarmed  at 
this  event,  inunediately  requested  the  Earl  of 
Moira,  who  had  been  nominated  to  the  command 
of  a  separate  body  of  troops,  now  encamped  in 
the  vicinity  of  Southampton,  and  destined,  in 
conjunction  with  several  regiments  of  emigrants, 
for  a  secret  expedition  agtrinst  France,  to  repair 
to  the  Low-Countries.  Notwithstanding  this 
nobleman  had  before  intimated,  that  any  orders 
for  serving  in  that  quarter  must  occasion  his 
inunediate  resignation,  he  yet  waved  his  former 
resolutions  at  so  critical  a  period;  and  after 
landing  a  body  of  troops  in  maritime  Flanders, 
proposed  a  junction  to  the  Generals  Clairfayt 
and  Walmoden,  so  as  to  enaUe  them  to  act  from 
Bruges  to  Thielt,  upon  the  left  wing  of  the 
French,  with  a  view  of  covering  Ostend  on  one 
hand,  and  producing  a  diversion  in  favour  of 
the  Duke  of  York  on  the  other.  While  on  his 
march  to  eflfect  this,  the  situation  of  the  Prince 
de  Saxe  Cobourg  rendered  the  plan  impractica- 
ble; lus  lordship  however  determined  to  comply 
with  a  pressing*  invitation  on  the  part  of  the 
English  commander-in-chief,  then  in  a  difficult 
position ;  and  accordingly,  by  means  of  a  rapid 
movement,  completed  the  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion ;  after  which  he  was  consigned  to  obscurity, 
but  not  until  he  had  repulsra  the  French  at 
Alest,*  and  also  at  MalineSj  whence  he  forced 
the  enemy  to  retire,  notwithstanding  they  had 
nsade  a  successful  attack  on  all  the  duke's  out- 


posts, in  front  of  the  canal  leading  from  Brussels 
to  Antwerp. 

However,  the  French  returned  to  the  charge, 
and  ag^n  assaulted  the  line  of  defence  occupied 
by  his  royal  highness,  who  deemed  it  prudent  to 
retreat  across  the  Mouse,  and  to  vrithdraw  into 
Holland. 

Nor  was  the  enemv  less  successful  in  other 
quitf  ters^  Notwithstanding  the  battle  of  Fleunis 
appeared  decisive  of  the  fate  of  the  Netherlands, 
the  Prince  de  Saxe  Cobourg  contended  against 
fortune  with  the  most  inde&tigable  perseverance, 
being  determined  not  to  rennquisn  the  ancient 
dominions  of  the  house  of  Austria  without  a  long 
and  violent  struggle:  .  Having  assembled  the 
rendains  of  his  arm v  at  Halle,  he  advanced  and 
assumed  a  formidable  position,  but  was  immedi- 
ately attacked  by  a  victorious  army,  and  forced 
to  evacuate  Mens ;  on  which  occasion  his  rear- 
guard left  that  town  by  one  gate,  at  the  very 
moment  the  van  of  the  French  entered  it  at 
another.  Having  retreated  to  SoigjiieSy  and 
thus  placed  himself  between  the  republicans  and 
the  capital  of  Brabant,  he  threw  up  intrench- 
ments,  and  fortified  tloB  post, ,  wfai<^  was  not 
inferior  to  that  of  Gemappe  in  point  of  natural 
strength,  so  as  to  render  it  nearly  impregnable; 
but  nothing  could  now  withstand  the  mry  of  the 
assailants,  who,  braving  the  fire  of  a  numerous 
artillery,  and  undaunted  at  the  slaug^hter  that 
ensued,  rushed  ia  with  screwed  bayonets,  and 
by  having  recourse  to  that  weapon,  completed  the 
victory. 

The  fljin^  Austrians  retreated  through 
Brussels,  the  inhabitants  of  which  could  not 
disguise  their  satisfaction  upon  this  occasion; 
on  the  contrary,  no  sooner  did  the  French  legions 
advance,  than  they  opened  their  gates,  and  re- 
ceived them  with  the  most  lively  demonstrations 
of  joy.  It  was  now  evident  tliat  the  bouse  of 
Austria  had  lost  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  the 
Netherlands. 


*  liftttenant'Colonds  Doyle  and  Taaddoiur  distioguished  ihemselrM  upon  this  occasion. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


Re-<4$phire  ^  Lat^ttdesp.  V^kHciewmif  nad  Condi^  Defeat  o^  Clairfa^-^^oblenhi  takek  jftn^ 
tfiana  Aricen  beywid  tke^  BMine^^ampai^  in  Hitlani--^kknnjHrign  on  the  Rhine— In  Spain 
and  Itaiy-^^Progress  of  theJ^ar  rrt  La  Vendie. 


A9  Jowrdan  h^A  routed  th^- tnemy  oh  the 
bankn  ef  the  Sainlre,  while  Picbe^ni  orercame 
then  CM  the  borders  of  the  Scheldt,  H  wasnow 
determined  lo  re^in  those  fortress^  iivhid)  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  allies.  The  ^roops 
left  in  garrison  were  btit  few  in  number  j  and  not 
in  possession  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provisidns 
to  wiAstand.  h  long  sieg% ;  they  were  besides 
intimidated,  not  only  bT  the  retveat  of  the  com- 
bined armies,  but  also  by  a  baiiiarous  law  that 
menacedtheir  lives.  Robespierre  aod  his  asso- 
ciates, not  cbntent  wi^ -staining  the  scafibl^ 
daily  with  the  bbpd  of  the  best  and  most  illas- 
^  triott»  of  their  fellow-citisens,  YiaA  jested  k 
^  decree  from  the  timid  convention,  threatening 
extermination  against  all  those  ^ho,  twenty- four 
hours  after  being  summoned,  should  defend  the 
frontier  towns  lately  appertaining  to  Prance. 

C^eral'Scherer,  liaTtng  appeared  .befbre 
Landreeies,  ioMnediately  aummoned  that  place. 
But  although  the  governor  at  first  dedined  to 
capitulate,  yet  he  did  not  permit  any  of  the 
fortifications  to  be  injured ;  for  no  sooner  had 
the  French  broken  ground,  and  erected  batteries, 
than  he  proposed  tmns ;  these  were  refosed ;  ana 
the  garrison,  consisting  pf  nearly  t,OO0meUf  sur- 
ren^m^  at  discretion  on  the  Idth  of  July,  a 
few  days  after  having  been  summoned. 

The  same  genera,  and  the  same  otrmy,  next 
appeared  before  Qaetnoy,  which  opened  ita 
gates,  an  event  notified  to  the  convention  by  the 
telegraph,  first  used  upon  this  occasioti.  In  a 
few  days  more,  Valenciennes^  "'Which  had  been 
taken  with  such  difficulty,  foUayi^ed  the  example 
of  the  two  former  places,  and  submitted  to  ita 
ancient  masters;  nor  dM  Cond£,  the  name  of 
which  waa  now  exchanged  for  that  of  Nord  Librci 
exhibit  the  least  inclination  to  resist,  but  yielded 
also,  without  being  able  to' obtain  ^  capitulation*. 
Under  the  walls  of  one  of  these  places  '  were 
obtained  one  hundred  and  ninety  wagrona 
loaded  with  stores  and  ammunition;  and  in 
another  was  fi>und  a  rich  booty  of  three  millions 
of  florins  in  specie.  But  ahhoueh  all  the  garri- 
sons had  infringed  the  terms  of  the  sanguin»iry 
decree  already  alluded  to,  neither  officers  nor 
soldiers  were  treated  with  cruelty ;  the  unhappy 
enuinrants,  however,  were  delivered  up  to  the 
(No.  7.) 


military  tribunals,  and  most  of  t}iem  punished  BOOK   I. 

with  death*  .  .  

In  the  D^ean  time  the  armies,  but  Tittle  in^-  Chap.XIV. 
'fluehded  by  the' Convulsions  that  had  iaKcn  plac^   "^^""^^ 
in  the  Capital,  were  put  in  motion,  apd  resumed      ^ '  ^"^ 
the  opei'ations  of  the  campaign,  after  a  suflypea- 
sjon  of  nearly  two  months,  during  wbicb  interval 
the  four  frontier   garri&ops  had  been  jEiuhdued- 
Accordingly,  while  PicbegrH  prepared  with  one 
1)ody  of'  troops   to    attack    MoflaBn^    i^nother 
assembled   in    the   neighbourhood  of  Brussels, 
Hiiider.  Jourdao,,    and   proceeded   in    pursiyt  of 
dairihyt^  who  had  succeeded  the  Prince  de  Co- 
hourg  as  commander-in-chief,  and 'was  the  only 

feneral  who  now  kept  the  field ;  for  the  Duke  of 
^ork,  after  a  long  and  ineffectual  struggle,  had 
by  this  time  withdrawn  into  Putch  Brabant,  and 
the'  hereditary  Prince  of  Orange  was  9b.liged  to 
cross  the  lt)yle,  to  prevent  bis  army  from  p^jw 
surrounded.  '       .. 

The  field-marshal^  now  at  tbe.  be^  of  the 
Austi^ian  troops,  after  having  boon  ofligedby 
General  Richer  to  evacuate  L^uvain^jlnd  aban- 
don Namur  and  Antwerp,  in  each  .of  which  an 
immense  booty  was  found,  assumed  a  new  posi- 
tion ;  but  he  was  attacked  on  the  13th  of  Septem* 
her  aod  two  following  days  in  succession,  and 
nqt withstanding  a  momentary  success  on  the  part 
t>f  General  ittfLy,  the  number  and  enthusiasm  of 
the  enemy  finally  triumphed,  so  that  the  Aua- 
trians  wer6  obliged  to  Uike  advantage  of  a  fog  to 
ipsurd  a  safe  retreat. 

'  Jourdau  now  pressed  forward  with  his 
usual  ardour,  while  the  Austrian  general  te* 
treated,  still  worsted  but  never  wholly  overcome, 
^rst  to  HervS,  and  then  to  Aix-la-Chapelle.  The 
Prenchji  having  waited  for  tbe  arriyal  of  the  main 
^ody  of  the  army^  assaulted  on  the  lat  of  OctO'* 
ber  an  the  enemy.^s  posts  fiH>m  Ruremonde  to 
Juliers.    Clair&yt^  who  had  by  this  time  ooou^ 

{ued  a  strong  position  upon  the  Koer,  sttU  hope4 
0  be  able  to  resist,  and  the  victory  for  a  long 
time  proved  doubtful ;  but  the  continual  attacks^ 
and  undiminishing  ardeur  of  the  French,  at 
length  obliged  him  to  retire  into  Germany,  after 
having  lost  near  ten  tb(>usand  men  in  the  couna 
of  three  days.  The  republicans  were  now  in 
possession  of  Herv£„  UlaiiBedy,  ^d  Spa ;  pre*  ^ 
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BOOK  I.  parationa  were  made  to  invest  Maestricht  and 
,  Venloo  ;  the  city  of  Cologne  was  in  their  pos- 

Chap.  XIV.  session ;  and  a  detachment  of  their  army,  mider 
^-i^'v^'w'  Oeneral  Moreau,  on  the  23d  of  October,  seized 
1704      upon    Coblentz,    where     the     emigrants    had 
originally  appeared    in    arms;    so    that  Mentz 
was  now  the  only  place  which  the  allies  pos- 
sessed on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine. 

Wmie  the  armies  of  the  Sambre  and  Meuse^ 
under  Jourdan,  were  chasing  the  Austrians 
across  the  Rhine,  Pichegru,  at  the  bead  of  the 
army  of  the  north,  was  making,  preparations  for 
the  mvaslon  of  Holland. 

After  this  general  had  remained  scTenteen 
days  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Antwerp,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  magazines,  and  insuring 
a  supply  of  proYisions,  his  troops  commenced 
their  march,  and  assumed  a  position  at  Tumhout, 
near  Hoogstraten.  On  this,  the  Duke  of  York, 
knowing  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  im* 
mediately  retired  towards  Bois-le-duc,  and  re- 
linquished the  defence  of  Breda  to  its  garrison. 

In  the  mean  time  Moreau  had  undertakeo 
the  siege  of  Sluys,  and  to  complete  the  invest- 
ment 01  that  place, .  it  became  necessary  to  post 
a  body  of  troops  in  the  isle  of  Cadsand.  This 
operation  appeared  at  first  to  be  attended  by 
nearly  insurmountable  obstacles,  for  the  passage 
was  defended  by  a  battery  of  fourteen  canuoa, 
and  the  troops  were  entirely  destitute  eitfaer  of 
pontoons  or  vessels  proper  for  their  transport ; 
out  the  courage  of  the  soldiers  supplied  all  defi- 
ciencies, for  while  some  of  them  swam  orer, 
others  crossed  the  arm  of  the  sea  in  small  boats, 
and  the  young  and  adventurous  general  entered 
the  place  as  victor,  thus  adding  to  the  acquisi; 
tions  of  the  republic,  at  the  very  moment  when 
his  aged  father  had  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  sus- 
picions of  .the  triumphant  faction, 

Pichegru,  deeming  it  prudent  to  abandon  the 
ide^  of  the  siege  of  Qreda  for  the  present,,  in 
order  to  oblige  the  English  to  cross  the  Maesi^'^ 
commenced  his  march  for  that  purpose,  and  cam^ 
inp  with  the  Duke  4>f  Ifork's  advanced-guard, 
strongly  posied  upou  the  banks  of  the  Ppm.mel, 
all  the  bridges  over  which,  as  well^is  those- acrbs^ 
a  neighbouring  stream,  had  been  biroken.clbwil. 
This  obstacle  retarded  the  action,  which  qom* 
menced  at  three  o*c1ock,  and  cohtinued  unti!  six 
in  the  evening ;  when  the  French  having  effected 
a  passage,  partly  by  swimmiiig,.  and  partly  by 
rafts, ^  the  troops  of  Hesse  Darmstadt,,  "^ho 
occupied  an  advanced  position,  suffered  mate* 
rially,  ^nd  a  consi4er^bIe  number  of  them 
laid  dovi^n  their  arms.  .  As  the  loss  of  Boxtel 
would  obU^e  t4s  royal  highness  to  abandon  th^ 
whole  of  his'  line  of  defence^  it  was  determined 
to  send 'Lieut enant^ehi^ral  Abelrcrombie  at  the 
head  of  the  reserve,  'diiring  the  ^ensuing  night, 
with  birders  tf  possible  to  retake  It^    but  tbe 


enemy  being  found  too  strong,  the  troops  re- 
turned; and  the  commander-in-chief  having 
learned  by  this  time  that  numerous  columns,  to 
the  amount  of  ei^ty  thousand  men,  were  ad- 
vancing against  him,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to 
withdraw,  more  especially  as  an  attack  appeared 
to  be  meditated  against  his  left,  which  was  the 
isiost  vulnerable  point.  This  portion  of  the  allied 
troops  accordingly  retreated  across  the  Maese 
in  good  order,  after  having  lost,  according  to 
the  French  accounts,  two  thousand  m^n,  who 
were  made  prisoners,  seven  cannon,  and  a  num- 
ber of  horses ;  while  Bois-le-duc  and  Bergen- 
op-Zoom,  as  well  as  Breda,  beinff  no  longer  pro- 
tected by  a  covering  army,  were  obliged  to  depend 
on  their  own  internal  strength  and  resources. 

As  it  now  became  necessary  to  obtain  posses- 
sion of  some  strong  place,  whence  the  invading* 
army  might  draw  its  subsistence,  the  siege  of 
the  nrst  of  these  towns  was  resolved  upon,  and  it 
was  accordingly  invested,  notwithstanding  the 
difficulty  of  the  undertaking  in  conaequence  of 
the  inundations.  At  length,  the  fort  of  Orteii 
leaving  been  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  that 
of  GreveccBur  bombarded  and  taken,  the  gover* 
nor  of  Bois-le-duc,  notwithstanding  the  floods 
were  increased  by'  incessaiiit  rains,,  agreed  to  a 
capitiflatiou,  and,  to  the  great  surprise  even  of 
the  victors,  resigned  ,the  place.  On  this,  6ene<» 
ral  Pichegru  immediately  crossed  the  Maese  in 
pursuit  of  the  .epemy,  regulating  all  his  move* 
ments  in  exact  conformity  to  the  operations  of 
Jourdan;  while,  in  direct  opposition  to  received 
opinions,  h^  left  the  strong  towns  of  Sas-de- 
Ghent,  HuU,  and  Axel,^  in,  Dutch  |(*landers,  as 
^ell.  as  Bergen-bp-^om  and  Breda,  in  Dutch 
Brs^banmn  his  rear.. 

The  Dtfke  bf  York  waited  for  the  invaders 
in  a  strong  position,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Pufflech,  having  his  two  wings  supported  by  two 
rivers ,  The  French,  notwithstanding  this,  paoved 
foBwardiafour  cplumi^s^  pad  attacked  tfa|e  whole 
pf ,  the  advanced  posts.on  his  right,  partioulai'ly 
thbaeipf  Drutin  ana  Ap)>eltbem  the  former  of 
which  was  defended  by  the  37tti  regiment,  and 
the  latter  by  the  iPriuce  of  Rohan's  Light  battalion. 
Tiicse  tropps  condacted .  themselves  with  cnreat 
eallantJry;  bui  a  post;  on  tbe  left  having  oeen 
forced,  Msgor  Hope,  aifter  distinguishing  himself 
greatly,,  Y^as  ob^ged  to  retreat  alon^  the  dyke  of 
the  \v aiaX  ^bere  his  regiment '*being 'charged 
furiously  by  the  enemy^s  horse,  suffered  oonsider*^ 
ably;  Migor-general  Fox  is  said  to  have  been 
nearly  at  the  same  time  taken  prisoner,  and 
detained  for  a  few  nunutes  by  a  Frenqh  hussar, 
while  encouraging  the  troops  to  a  strenuous 
oppositioA.  After  tliis  engagement,  tiie  Duke 
of  York  immediately,  retir^  behind  the  Waal, 
while  the  invading  army,  notwithstanding  tbo 
^dyanced  season  of  the  year,  imd.  the  obstacles 
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ariskiia;'  out  of  the  nature  of  the  eouniry,  prepared 
to  besiege  the  neighbourio«^  garrisons.  Venloo 
was  accordingly  invested  by  General  Laurent^ 
Mrho  is  said  upon  this  occasion  to  have  had  no 
more  than  four  thousand  men  under  his  command, 
and  to  have  been  destitute  of  heavy  artillery.  He 
however  commenced  his  operations  within  one 
hundred  fathoms  of  the  covered-way,  and  a  capi- 
tulation having  been  assented  to,  the  troops  were 
permitted  to  march  out  with  the  honours  of  war, 
and  ten  pieces  of  cannon. 

In  the  mean  time,  Pichegru,  who  had  sat 
^own  before  Nimeguen  with  the  main  body  of 
bis  forces,  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  command 
to  Moreau,  in  consequence  of  having  contracted 
an  inveterate  cutaneous  disease,  which  forced 
him  to  repair  to  Brussels. 

During  his  absence,  General  Kleber  greatly 
facilitated  the  operations  of  the  two  grand  armies, 
by  the  celerity  with  which  he  reduced  Maestricht, 
which  surrendered  on  the  5th  of  November.  That 
city  was  besieged  and  taken  by  Louis  XIV.  in 
thirteen,  and  by  Louis  XV.  in  twenty-one  days  j 
on  both  which  occasions  medals  were  struck, 
while  the  best  poets  and  painters  of  the  time 
celebrated  the  conquest  by  the  exertion  of  their 
respective  talents ;  but  amidst  this  wonderful 
campaign,  the  capture  of  so  important  a  fortress, 
although  the  trenches  had  been  opened  during 
DO  more  than  eleven  days,  excited  but  little 
attention. 

The  French,  however,  appeared  for  a  while 
less  fortunate  in  their  attack  upon  Nimeguen, 
which  was  not  only  defended  by  a  numerous 
garrison,  but  covered  by  the  Duke  of  York, 
who  from  bis  camp  at  Arnheim  was  enabled  at 
any  time  to  throw  in  supplies.  The  enemy, 
after  forcing  the  British  out-posts  in  front  of  the 

£lace,  immediately  attacked  Fort  St.  Andr6,  and 
lieutenant-general  Abercroihbie  and  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Clarke  were  slightly  wounded  in  the 
skirmish  that  ensued,  as  was  also  Captain  Pic- 
ton  in  a  sally  from  the  place.  At  length  the 
French  broke  ground  under  the  direction  of  Ge- 
neral Souhamj  and  began  to  construct  their 
batteries  ;  on  which  Count  Walmoden  marched 
put  suddenly  with  a  body  of  British  infantry  and 
cavalry,*  two  battalions  of  Dutch,  the  legion 
of  Damas,  and  some  Hanoverian  horse  under 
Major-general  de  Burgh,  who  was  wounded 
while  leading  on  his  men  with  great  gallantry. 
On  this  occasion  the  infantry  advanced  under  a 
severe  fire,  and  jumping  into  the  trenches  with- 
out returning  a  shot,  charged  with  the  bayonet, 
and  by  this  check  greatly  retarded  the  enemy's 
works. 


As  it  now  appeared  evident  that  the  place  BOOK  L 

could  not  be  taken  until  all  intercourse  with  the — - 

English  army  wag  cut  off,  Iwo  strong  batteries  Chap.  XIV. 
were  immediately  erected,  on  the  right  and  left  ^^T^^ZT^ 
of  the  lines  of  defence,  and  these  were  so  effectu-  ^'^^ 
ally  served,  that  they  at  length  destroyed  one  of 
the  boats  which  supported  the  bridge  of  commu- 
nication. The  damage  sustaiined  upon  this  occa- 
sion was  immediately  repaired  bv  an  officer f  of 
the  navy  •,  but  the  Duke  of  York,  being  aware 
of  the  superiority  of  the  enemy's  fire,  determined 
to  withdraw  every  thing  from  the  town  beyond 
what  was  barely  necessary  for  its  defence.  All 
the  artillery  of  the  reserve,  with  the  British, 
Hanoverian,  and  Hessian  battalions,  accordingly 
retired  y  but  picquets,  to  the  amount  of  twenty i^ 
five  hundred  men,  were  left  under  the  command 
of  Major-general  de  Burgh.  The  Dutch,  on 
seeing  themselves  abandoned,  became  dispirited, 
and  deteribined  also  to  evacuate  the  place ;  but 
an  unfortunate  shot  having  carried  away  the  top 
of  the  mast  of  the  flying  bridge,  it  swung  rouna, 
and  about  four  hundred  of  the  garrison  were  im- 
mediately taken  prisoners,  on  which  those  that 
remained  in  the  fortificatiops  opened  the  gates  tQ 
the  besiegers. 

In  the  mean  time  flie  Duke  of  York,  desirr 
bus  of  avoiding  an  engagement  which  might 
have  been  attended  with  the  most  fatal  effects  ia 
respect  to  Holland,  retired  immediately,  while 
Moreau  and  the  other  generals  represented  the 
state  of  the  French  army  to  be  such  as  required 
repose.  But  the  government  was  inexorable  on 
the  subject^  and,  notwithstanding  the  rigours  of 
the  climate  and  the  season,  determined  to  prose^ 
cute  military  operations  during  the  whole  winter. 
The  passage  of  the  Waal  was  accordingly  re- 
solved upon,  and  General  Daendels,  a  Dutch 
emigrant,  who  had  of  late  eiUiibited  those  ta- 
lei)ts  in  the  field  which  be  had  before  displayed 
in  the  forum,  was  intrusted  with  the  enterprise ; 
but  though  he  effected  bis  immediate  object,  he 
failed  in  his  attack  upon  the  posts  occupied  by 
the  allies,  in  consequence  of  which  failure  the 
project  was  relinquished.  Preparations,  however, 
were  made  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  the  ap- 
proaching campaign,  and  the  Generals  Bonneau 
and  Lemaire  received  orders  to  invest  Breday 
by  means  of  winter  cantonments;  Grave  also 
was  surrounded  in  a  similar  manner,  and  all  the 
necessary  dispositions  were  taken  to  insure  th$ 
conquest  of  Holland  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 

spring-  ^^ 

But  this  was  no  easy  enterprise.    The  water 

on  every  side 'opposed  obstacles  nearly  insur^ 

mountable  to    an  invading  army;  and   lakes. 


. 


*  This  detachment  coosisted  of  the  8tb,  274i«  28th,  55th,  63d,  and  78ih  regiments  of  in&ntry,  and  the  7th  and  Igtli 
iight-bQrati. 

f  lieutenant,  dow  Commodore  Popham. 
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BOOK  I.  marshes,  and  riTers^  seemed  to  hare  conspired 
i.^-^— —  to  insure  the  inde{:<«ndeuce  of  the  Bata^ians. 
Cbap.XIY.  Nothing  less  than  in  intense  and  rigorous  frost, 
ivhicfa,  by  converting  the  water  into  solid  ice, 
might  facilitate  the  transport  of  armies,  cannon, 
and  ammunition,  could  achieve  the  overthrow  of 
the  house  of  Nassau. 

The  operations  of  the  French  had  been  now 
suspended  upwards  of  a  month,  and  an  awful 

(lause  had  taKcn  place  in  the  career  of  victory ; 
t  was  even  uncertain  whether,  on  the  return  of 
fine  weather,  it  would  be  safe  to  venture  further 
into  a  country  which  might  be  so  easily  laid  under 
water,  and  the  genial  winters  that  had  occurred 
in  Europe  for  some  years  past,  prohibited  the 
hope  of  that  degree  of  congelation  necessary  for 
military  enterprise. 

The  season,  however,  soon  assumed  a  me- 
nacing appearance  for  the  Dutch,  as  the  frost 
set  in,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  with 
an  unexpected  degree  of  rigour.  On  this,  Gene- 
ral Pichegru,  for  whom  repose  had  no  longer  any 
charms,  although  his  health  was  not  as  yet 
entirely  re-established,  immediately  left  Brus- 
sels, and  proceeded  to  head-quarters.  On  his 
arrival  there,  finding  that  both  the  Maese  and 
the  Waal  were  already  able  to  bear  troops, 
ha  determined  to  take  advantage  of  this  oppor* 
tunity  to  complete  his  projects.  Two  brigades, 
under  the  Generals  Daendels  and  Osten,  accord- 
ingly received  orders  to  march  across  the  ice  to 
the  isle  of  Bommel ;  a  division  was  at  the 
same  time  detached  against  Fort  St.  Andr6 ;  and 
the  reduction  of  those  places,  which  at  any  other 
time  would  have  been  attended  with  «eat 
slaughter,  was  now  achieved  almost  wiUiout 
bloodshed,  at  a  time  when  the  mercury  in  the 
thermometer  had  fallen  lower  than  at  any  former 

Seriod  during  the  last  thirty  years.  Sixteen 
undred  prisoners,  and,  an  immense  number  of 
cannon,  rewarded  the  toila  of  the  invading  army, 
vfhile  the  allies,  unable  to  withstand  their  num- 
bers, retired  to  the  intrenchments  between 
Gorcum  and  Cuylenberg.  A  successful  attack 
was  made  at  the  same  time  on  the  lines  of  Breda, 
Oudeboscb,  and  Sevenbergen : '  but  what  was 
infinitely  more  important,  the  town  of  Grave, 
eonsidered  as  a  master-piece  of  fortification,,  and 
which  had  already  suffered  a  blockade  of  two 
months,  being  destitute  of  provisions  and  ammu- 
nition, was  now  forced  to  surrender,  in  conse* 
quence  of  which  its  garrison  were  made  prisoners 
of  war. 

A  few  days  after  this,  the  weather  continuing 
favourable  to  his  enterprise,  Pichegru  determined 


to  cross  the  Waal  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nime- 
guen,  with  his  whole  army  ;  this  was  accordingly 
effected,  and  whole  battalions  of  infantry,  squad- 
rons of  cavalry,  detachments  of  artillery,  with 
an  immense  number  of  waggons,  passed  over 
this  branch  of  the  Rhine,  without  the  assistance 
of  either  bridges  or  boats.  The  whole  of  the 
troops  had  not,  however,  reached  the  place  of 
destination,  when  a  sudden  thaw,  by  cutting  off 
the  communication,  seemed  to  hazard  the  suc- 
cess of  the  whole  expedition  ;  but  the  frost,  by 
resuming  its  empire,  enabled  the  French  to  form 
a  junction,  and  Gorcum,  the  head- quarters  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  was  now  threatened  with 
an  assault. 

The  Duke  of  York  having  in  the  mean 
time  returned  to  England,  the  command  devolved 
upon  General  Walmoden,  who  achieved  every 
thing  that  was  possible  to  be  performed  by  an 
army  destined  to  contend  against  an  enemy 
superior  in  point  of  numbers,  inured  to  hardships, 
and  accustomed  to  victory.  But,  although  Ma- 
jor-general David  Dundas  had  succeeded  in  an 
expedition,  in  the  course  of  which  be  carried 
Tayl,  and  drove  a  body  of  the  enemy  across  the 
ice,  with  the  loss  of  a  number  of  men,  and  four 
pieces  of  cannon,  yet  it  was  deemed  necessary, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  to  repiove  the  head- 
quarters from  Arnheim  to  Amerongen.  An  ob- 
stinate frost  having  converted  the  whole  of  the 
liOW-Country  into  one  continued  sheet  of  ice,  the 
allies  were  obliged  to  fall  back  during  tlie  night, 
first  upon  Buern,  and  soon  after  to  take  refuge 
behind  the  Lech.  They  however  at  times  at- 
tacked the  enemy,  and  proved  successful  in  an 
afTw  of  posts  at  Gelder  Malsel,  on  which  occa- 
sion Major-general  Lord  Cathcart,  with  three 
English  regiments*  and  the  British  Hulans,  dis- 
tinguished himself  greatly,  and  this  too  during 
a  period  when  the  troops,  notwithstanding  the 
inclemency  of  the  season,  were  frequently  obliged 
to  pass  tlie  night  in  the  open  air.  AtJeng^tb, 
however,  the  enemy,  having  crossed  over  the 
frozen  Waal  in  five  difierent  columns,  attacked 
the  line  of  the  allies,  forced  the  Austrians  to 
abandon  Huesden,  and  the  Hanoverians  to  re- 
treat across  the  Lingen ;  but  they  were  repulsed 
for  a  time  at  Rhenen  by  the  spirited  conduct  of 
the  British  guards  and  Salm's  infantry;  the 
English,  however,  withdrew  in  the  course  of  that 
very  night  to  Voorthuisen,  deeming  themselves 
fortunate  to  be  able  to  remove  all  the  wounded 
ofiicers,  and  the  whole  of  tiie  sick,  except  about 
three  hundred,  who  were  recommended  by 
Lieutenant-general  Harcourt  to  the  humanity  of 


*  The  14th,  27th,  aad  28th.  At  the  attack  of  the  fort  of  Meteren,  the  14th,  33d,  42d,  and  78th,  also  coadttctfd 
thenselves  with  great  bravery.  The  gallantry  of  Lieutenant  Elrinffton,  of  the  14th,  is  recorded  in  Lord  Cathcart'f 
dispatch ;  and  mention  is  made  at  the  same  time  of  the  senices  of  Colonels  Gilhnan  and  Paget,  and  Captain  Kiricman,  ss 
well  as  of  Lieatenant-colonel  Bnller,  aad  lieutenant-coloDel  Alexander  Hope,  who  were  severely  wounded  vpon  tbid 


occasion. 
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the  French^  and  treated  with  great  kindness. 
All  the  vessels  on  the  Leek,  containing  forage 
and  stores,  were  now  burnt,  and  the  greater  part 
cif  the  ammunition  contained  in  iifteen  ordnance, 
vessels  at  Rotterdam  was  at  the  same  time 
destroyed, 

The  British  troops  having  been  thus  obliged 
to  abandon  the  province  of  Utrecht,  its  capital 
was  entered  by  General  Salm,  on  the  very  day 
that  General  Vandamme  took  possession  of 
Arnheim ;  while  the  fortress  of  Gertruydenburg, 
nearly  at  the  same  period,  capitulated  to  General 
Bonneau. 

The  situation  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  was 
now  .  truly  deplorable.  His  serene  bighness  had 
published  many  animated  addresses  to  the  people, 
intreating  them  to  rise  in  arms,  and  defend  their 
country  ;  but  he  was  not,  like  his  ancestors,  able 
to  inspire  the  Dutch  with  a  spirit  of  resistance ; 
and  many  respectable  citizens  of  Amsterdam  not 
only  opposed  his  plan  to  produce  a  grand  inun- 
dation around. that  city  by  opening  all  the  sur* 
rounding  sluices,  and  breaking  down  the  dif- 
ferent  sea  dykes,  but  actually  deprecated  the 
idea  of  admitting  a  foreign  garrison  for  its 
defence*.  The  imprisonment  of  several  of  the 
petitioners  added  greatly  to  the  unpopularity  of 
bis  government ;  and  no  sooner  did  the  invasion 
begin  to  assume  a  formidable  attitude,  than  secret 
committees  were  formed  within  the  principal 
cities  of  the  republic,  while  the'  Batavian  emi- 

grants  without,  not  only  directed  the  efforts  of 
le  enemy  towards  the  most  vulnerable  points,  but 
aided  them  at  the  same  time  by  means  of  their 
influence,  and  even  by  their  personal  services. 

Pichegru  having  advanced  along  tlie  ice 
and  menaced  the  capital  with,  a  visit,  the 
stadtholder  repaired!  to  the  assembly  of  the 
states-general,  and  requested  that  his  two  sons 
Blight  ne  permitted  to  resign  the  commissions 
which  they  held  in  the  army  of  the  republic.  On 
the  succeeding  day  he  asked  for,  and  obtained 

J  permission  to  withdraw  during  a  short  period 
rom  the  territories  of  the  union ;  for  General 
Daendels,  from  his  head-quarters  at  Deerdam, 
had  by  this  time  invited  the  province  of  Holland 
to  rise  in  arms,  and  effect  a  change,  while  the 
revolutionary  committee  of  Amsterdam,  which 
now  avowed  itself  for  the  first  time,  disitiissed  the 
magistrates  of  the  capital,  nominated  Visscher, 
formerly  imprisoned  and  condemned  to  banish- 
ment, ma>for,  and  elected  a  new  body  of  repre- 
sentatives. 

The  day  before  this,  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
with  his  family^  had  set  off  for  Scheveling, 
where  the  hereditary  high -admiral  of  the  united 
provinces  deemed  himself  happy  in  being  able 
to  find  an  asylum  on  board  a  .wretched  little 

*  Petition  of  the  dtizens  of  Amsterdam,  of  the 
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vessel,    entirely    destitute    of    accommodation,    BOOK  I 

wh^e  he  waited  the  event  of  a  negociation ;  but • 

this  proving  ineffectual,  his  serene  highness  im-  Chap:  XIV. 
mediately  sailed  for  England.  ^  -*-v.^^> 

While  the  stadtholder  was  thus  forced 
to  fly  from  a  country  where  his  ancestors,  by 
their  intrepidity  and  patriotism,  had  rendered 
themselves  adored,  a  French  officer,  with  dis- 
patches from  General  Pichegru,  entered  Am- 
sterdam on  the  18th  of  January,  and  re- 
paired to  the  house  of  the  blirgomaster.  In 
the  evening  of  the  ^ame  day  a  multitude  of 
the  citizens  placed  the  threercoloured  cockade  in 
their  hats,  and  made  the  streets  resound  with 
patriotic  airs.  Next  morning  a  detachment  of 
hussars  posted  themselves  before  the  town -house, 
where  the  tree  of  liberty  was  planted  with  great 
solemnity,  and  the  command  of  the  place  con- 
ferred on  a  citizen  attached  to  the  Love^tein 
party,  while  De  Winter,  then  a  general  of 
origade  in  the  French  service,  took  possession  of 
the  fleet,  which  he  was  afterwards  destined  to 
command. 

The  states-general,  yielding  to  imperious 
necessity,  now  neg^iated  with  the  invaders,  and 
issued  ^orders  to  all  the  governors  to  deliver  up 
the  fortifications  on  the  first  summons  to  the 
French,  who,  instead  of  disarming  the  garrisons, 
only  required  them  to  take  an  oath  not  to  carry 
arms  against  the  republic. 

On  the  26th  of  the  same  month  an  assembly  of 
deputies  from  many  of  the  towns  was  held  at  the 
Hague,  and  citizen  Peter  Paulus  being  declared 
president  of  '^  the  assembly  of  the  provisional  re- 
presentatives of  the  free  people  of  Holland,*'  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Dutch  nation,andthe  declaration 
of  the  rights  of  man,  were  solemnly  proclaimed ;  the 
abolition  of  the  stadtholdership  was  decreed,  and 
the  right  of  shooting,  hunting,  and  fishing,  on 
his  own  property,  restored  to  every  one. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  short  period,  a  treaty 
of  alliance,  ofieusive  and  defensive,  was  concluded 
between  the  republic  of  France  and  that  of  the  seven 
United  Provinces,  and  Holland,  equally  unfortu- 
nate in  respect  to  her  allies  and  her  enemies,  after 
being  over-run  in  consequence  of  impolitic  coun- 
sels, was  doomed  to  be  deprived  of  a  large 
portion  of  her  commerce,  and  bereaved  of  most 
of  her  foreign  possessions,  in  the  progress  of 
events  which  she  could  neither  anticipate  nor 
prevent. 

In  the  nolean  time  the  English  army,  now 
diminished  to  one  third  of  its  original  number, 
after  experiencing  nearly  equal  distress  from  the 
severity  of  the  season  and  the  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  retired  into  Westphalia,  leaving  the 
wealth  and  resources  of  this  opulent  country 
in  the  power  of  a  bold,  needy,  and  enterprising 

anti-rtadtfaolderiMi  party,  dated  October  14,  1794. 
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BOOK   I.  enemy.    By  a  Mronderful  chan^,  a  nation,  \rhose 

liberties  and  independence  had  %een  so  recently 

CHAP.XiV.  threatened,  ^raa  now  destiiled  to  giye  the  lavr  to 
^'-'^'v**^  neighbouring  nations,  Ivbile  the  possession  of 
1704  Belgium,  the  Palatinate,  and  Holland,  not  only 
rescued  its  inhabitants  from  the  dread  of  famine, 
but  enabled  them  to  obtain  ample  supplies  from 
countries  accustomed  to  furnish  the  rest  of  Europe 
with  corn. 

While  these  armies  were  subduing  Flan- 
ders, re-annexing  Lie^e  to  the  republic,  and 
menacing  Holland,  the  French  forces  on  the  banks 
of  the  B^ne,  although  few  in  point  of  numbers, 
became  their  rivals  in  glory. 

The  campaign  of  1794  was  opened  in  this 
quarter  by  the  reduction  of  the  strong  fort  of 
Kaiserslautern,  in  the  Palatinate ;  and  the  capture 
of  Spires,  Gummorsheim,  and  Leimersheim, 
extended  the  conquests  of  the  republic  ;  so  great 
was  the  terror  of  the  Austrians,  thai  they  soon 
after  abandoned  Fort  Louis,  now  called  Fort 
Vauban,  and -destroyed  ihe  works,  oh  hedring 
that  the  enemy  were  marching  against  It. 

A  variety  of  bloody  and  uninteresting  skir* 
mishes  now  ensued,  but  nothing  of  any  moment 
occurred  until  Field-marshal  Moliendorff,   who 
had  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  Pniflsian 
troops  on  the  resignation  of  the  Duke  of  Bruns- 
wick, at  length  took  the  field.    As  be  was  desir- 
ous of  achieving  something  worthv  of  his  reputa- 
ticm,  he  determined  to  signaUze  htis  comnband  by 
a  brilliant  exploit.    The  French,  to  the  number 
of  twelve  thousand  men,  were  forced,  on  the  27th 
of  May,  behind  the  defiles  of  Otterback,  Hoggles- 
back,  and  the  Lauter.     They  had  covered  these 
positions  by  means  of  redoubts  and  intrench- 
men^ ;  the  bridges  were  every-where  destrov^d,' 
and  three  strong  posts  bad  been  eccupiea  to 
facilitate  their  retreat  in  case  of  accident.     It 
appears,  however,  that  these  formidable  prepara- 
ttonsonly  tended  to  impress  them  with  a  blind 
security;    for  so   inattentive  were  they  to  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  that  the  Prussian  coiih 
BOffiOider- in- chief,  by  a  sudden  movement,  con- 
trived to  surround  and  surprise  their  camp,    llie 
loss  OH  this  occasion  was  considerable,  forene 
thousand  men  were  killed  en  the  spot,  and  more 
than  two  thousand  made  prisoners,  while  eighteen 
pieces  of  cannon  and  two  howitzers  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  victors.     After  this,  the  marshsl 
established  his    head- quarters   at  Winnweiller, 
while  his  advanced  posts  extended  as  far  as  Deux- 
Ponts  and  Carlesberg  :  the  Prince  of  Hohenlohe- 
Ingelsingen,  at  the  same  time,  took  possession  of 
Nieustadt. 

But  the  French,  attributing  the  recent  dis- 
aster to  accident  alone,  only  waited  the  arrival  of 
supplies  to  exact  a  severe  retaliation.  A  la^ge 
reinforcement  having  accordingly  joined  them, 
they  recurred  to  a  mode  that  had  hitherto  prov^ 
uniiormly  successful  y  this  consisted  in  fighting 


a  series  of  battles  day  after  day,    until  their 
object    was   fully   obtained.     Nor    vrere    they 
disappointed    upon   the    present  occasion,    for, 
notwithstanding  the   troops   opposed    to  them 
WM'e  posted  in  an  advantageous  situation,  their 
attacks  were  so  incessant,  their  artillery  so  well 
directed,   and  their  numbers  so  stiperior,   that 
neither  the   mechanical   prowess  of  subsidized 
soldiers,  nor  that  species  of  discipline  obtained  by 
the  cane  of  the  adjutant,  could  resist  the  native 
impetuosity  of  men  who  considered  themselves  as 
fighting  to  vindicate  the  glory  Of  their  cduntry, 
and  ascertain  their  own  freedom,  as  well  as  that 
of  their  posteritv.    All  however  that  could  be 
expected  from  we  Pk'ussians  was  obtained ;  for 
this  body  of  troops  held  out  during  two  whole 
days,  and  withstocMl  seven  different  attacks  before 
they  were  subdued.    Another  strongly  posted  at 
Tripstadt  still  resisted ;  but  as  the  epoch  on  which 
they  Wiere  assailed  proved  to  be  the  anniyersary 
of  the  destruction  of  the  Bastile,  the  14th  of 
July,  the  French  fearlessly  advanced,  and  stormed 
their  works,  amidst  hymns  addressed  to  liberty, 
and  shouts  announ<iing  triumph.    On  this  occa- 
sion they  took  a  great  niunber  Of  cannon  as  well 
as  many  prisoners  ;  and  such  was  the  unablating 
ardour  of  their  courage,  that  on  the  succeeding 
morning  they  commenced  a  fresh  attack  along  the 
whole  of  the  line  occupied  by  the  Imperial  and 
Prussian  troops.    Although  the  superiority  of  the 
French  artillery  was  particularly  conspicuous, 
yet  the  allies  maintained  their  ground  until  night, 
when  they  happily  effected  a  retreat.     An  extent 
of  territory  sixty  miles  in  length  was  now  aban- 
doned to  the  conquerors,  and  the  ancient  jealou- 
sies aniong  the  vanquished  immediately  revived 
with  increased  rancour. 

But  these  were  not  tlie  only  fruits  reaped 
from  this  series  of  victories,  for  the  army  of  the 
Moselle  having  commenced  its  march,  under  the 
command  of  General  Michaud,  entered  the  elec- 
torate of  Treves  on  tlie  Bd  of  August,  and  seized 
its  capital  on  the  8th,  where  the  troops  were 
wdcomed  by  the  magistrates  and  the  people.  The 
Palatinate  too  was  over-run  rather  than  conquer- 
ed about  the  same  period  ;  and  as  this  occurred  at 
the  commencemeut  of  the  harvest,  the  com  des- 
tined for  the  supply  of  Germany  was  applied  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  French  troops. 

The  possession  of  the  duchy  of  Juliers,  the 
bishopric  of  Cologne,  and  the  city  of  Coblentz, 
tended  not  a  little  to  render  the  French  name  ter- 
rible in  the  empire ;  while  the  retreat  of  the 
Sallant  but  unfortunate  Clairfayt  across  the 
thine,  afforded  a  pretext  to  the  Prussians  to 
abandon  offensive  operations,  and  withdraw  to 
the  neighbourhood  ot  Mentz. 

Various  disputes  and  altercations  now  tt>ok 
place  between  tSvo  of  the  allied  courts ;  and  one 
of  the  Prussian  generals  deemed  it  incumbent 
on  him,  not  only  to  vindicate  his  conduct,  relative 
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to  the  charge  of  abftinloniogTreTes  to  the  enemy, 
but  even  to  term  it  a  uricked  calumny.  The-king 
at  the  same  time  intimated  his  intentions,  not- 
urithstanding  the  duh«idy  rec^Ted  from  Etigland, 
to  employ  bis  troops  solely  for  the  deliMice  of 
Germany  ;*  and  the  di^t  of  the  empire  began  io 
listen  about  this  period  to  propositiohs  for  peace. 
The  Elector  Palatine,  part  of  whose  dominions 
were  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  testified  hii9 
wishes  on  this  subject  in  an  official  note.  The 
Elector  of  Menta  proposed  to  invoke  the  mediation 
of  Sweden,  as  a  guarantee  of  ,the  treaty  of 
Westphalia ;  and  ttke  ministers  of  Treves, 
Cologne,  and  Bavaria,  readily  aooeded  to  the 
propriety  of  a  negociation.     Frederick- Willuun 

II.  also,  in  his  capacity  of  Elector  of  Branden- 
burg, testified  his  approbation  of  the  measure; 
and  even  his  imperiid  majesty,  who  at  this  period 
insisted  on  the  necessity  of  levying  the  quintuple 
GOnttilgent,  did  not  openly  oppose  it. 

Thus,  partly  in  consequence  of  the  revival 
of  anoiodt  jealousies,  and  partly  from  the  pro- 
gress: of  the  Frendi  arms,  that  formidable  con- 
fbderaey,  which  at  one  time  threatened  the  libllr- 
ties,  and  at  another  the  independencse  of  France, 
was  on  the  point  of  being  dissolved.  The  British 
cabinet,  justly  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  a  separate 
peace,  immediately  dispatched  an  emtnttsy  to 
the  emperor,  with  a  view  of  inducing  that  prince 
to  remain  firm  to  his  engagements ;  and  a  subsidy, 
under  the  name  of    a  loan,    v?es  aecordingfy 

Sromised  for  the  purpose.  But  by  this  time  it 
eeame  evident,  that  all  the  forces  of  Gendany, 
aided  by  all  the  treasures  of  England,  were 
incapable  of  an  efficacious  resistance  to  the  revo* 
hitionary  torrent  which  now  threatened  to*  over* 
spread  Europe. 

The  satne  uniform  career  of  victory  that 
attended  the  French  arms  in  Germady  uid  in 
Belgium,  .  accompanied  their  exertions  in  the 
eastern  and  western  Pyrenees,  and  began  at 
length  to  alarm  the  court  of  Madrid.  The  armies 
of  Spain,  once  so  dreaded  both  in  Europe  and 
America,  were  incapable  of  contending  with  the 
hardy  republicans  now  opposed  to  tbeati ;  the 
inhabitants  of  Fontarabia  and  St  Sebastian 
beheld  the  three-coloured  flag  floatinff  from  their 
battlements ;  the  whole  province  or  Guipuscoa 
offered  to  capitulate  on  conditions ;  and  Charies 

III.  who  in  vain  attempted  to  raise  a  people, 
bigoted  by  superstition,  in  a  mass  against  their 
enemies,  would  have  been  taught  to  tremble  upon 
his  throne,  bad  not  the  hatred  against  all  crowned 


heads  been  modified,  after  tiie  Ml  of  fiobespiefra^  BOQKX 
by  the  same  maxims  of^pdliey  ^hich  actuated  one 


of  the  freest  nations  of  antiqui^,  and  lau{^tiit*to  CaAr^4XIV>. 
controul  its  rivals,  and  even  its  enemies,  by  menus  ^^12i^^ 
of  kings.  17Wt 

'Qie  effiirts  of  Franae  on  die  side  of  Italy' 
were  at  length  prosperous  there  alao ;  and* 
although  the  attempt  to  posaess  any  portion  :c£ 
that  beautiful  country  had  constantly  prvfed 
abortive  during  the  existence  -of  the  ancient 
monarchy,  it  soon  became  evident,  that  the 
inroads  of  a  military  demoeraey  were  likely  iedbe 
attended  by  more  permanent  and  more  ftital 
^fllects.  In  the  course  of  the  former  oampaigny 
Savoy,  indeed,  hadbeen  annemed  to  the  territo«> 
ries  of  the  republic,  yet  but  little  impresBum 
could  be  made  on  Piedmont;  and  the  insnrree- 
tion  in  the  southern  departments,  added  to  the 
unexpected  possession  of  Toulon  bv  the  Bnglisb) 
and  the  gallant  resistance  displayed  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  Lyonsy  retarded  the  progress  of  tho 
French  arms  in  that  quarter.  Onqglia,  which 
contained  a  couple  of  frigates  and  a  few  gaUies« 
belougfing  to  the  :King  of  Sardinia,  aaSl  had 
been  in  part  destroyed  by  Viee«>admifftl  Truguet 
during  the  preceding  year,  Was  now  besieged^ 
and  tfldceu  on  the  dth  of  April,  although  encircled 
within  the  territories  of  a  neutral  power ;  whidiy 
OD  account  of  its  feebleness,  has  been  repeatedly 
menaced  and  tnsulted  in  the  course  of  the  present 
wmr,  both  by  the  English  and  the  .French.  The 
capture  of  this  place,  insignificant  in  itself,  wee 
important  when  consider^  with  relation  to  col« 
lateral  eircumstane^,  for  it  not  only  gave  shelter 
to  a  mmiber  of  privateere,  which  preyed  upon 
the  wreck  of  the  ^French  oommeree  in  the  Medi* 
terranean,  but  also  seirved  to  keep  .19  a  direol 
eommunieation  with  tbe^British  fleet. 

While  a  body  of  troops  penetrated  into 
Imont  on  one  side,  and  overoame  the  Sardi- 
nians and  Austrians,  who  attempted  in  vain  to 
oppose  their  progress,  another,  after  traversing 
vallies  formerly  unpeopled  by  a  bigoted  Duke 
of  Savoy,  at  the  request  of  an  unprincipled  King 
of  'France^  because  the  inhabitants  were  pro- 
testants,  by  piercing  through  defiles  supposed 
to  be  impenetrable,  and  ascending  mountains,  the 
heads  01  which  were  covered  wiw  eternal  snow, 
at  last  scaled  Mount  Cenis.  A  feeble  eflbrt  was 
made  to  resist  their  progress,  by  means  of 
redoubts,  batteries  and  fortifications ;  but  the 
dispositions  made  by  General  Dumas  were  so 
judicious,  and  his  troops  so  replete  with  .ardour, 


*■  Extract  from  a  '*  Note"  transmitted  to  the  drok^  of  Praneunia  «in)  Snabia,  .by  the  Pmifiaa  minister,  at  Ar  eod  of 
Scpteml>er,  I79i. 

<'  Afeanwhile  bis  Msyesty  the  King  of  Prussia  cannot  but  signjfv,  that  ih«  iiB|Mrial  court  has  iaid  a  fafae.  conatruciioo 
Ob  the  treaty  fur  a  subsidy  between  Prussia  and  Bngland ;  who,  though  she  pledged  herself  to  pay  the  subsidy,  has -no 
right  to  dispose  at  her  pleasure  of  the  Prussian  ^rmy,  which  is  hencefoi-th  to  remain  to  defend  Germany,  in  whatever 
quaiter  bis  PrustiiiQ  Majesty  aiay  deem  it  moM  expedient^  or  where  the  allied  poweiis  hare  agreed,  of  Sdll  agree  td)et 
iiact'' 
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BOOK  T.  that  he  seized  all  the  enemy^s  posts  -one  after 
another,  and  not  only  took  nine  hundred  prisoners. 


«MM» 


CsAP.Xnr.  bat  obtained  possession  of  a  numerous  train  of 
"-CJ^  artillery. 

General  Dumyilion  nearly  at  the  same  time 
srized  on  the  forts  of  Saorgio,  Belvedere,  ^oca- 
biliere,  and  St.  Martin,  in  consequenee  of 'which 
sixty  pieces  of  cannon,  an  immense  quantity  of 
ammunition,  and  two  thousand  prisoners,  were 
obtained  by  the  invading  army. 

The  Austro^Sardimans  had  now  recourse  to 
a  new  system,  and  endeavoured  to  prevent  the 
farther  progress  of  the  French,  first  ny  means  of 
partial  attacks  upon  their  advanced  posts,  and 
next  by  a  defensive  system  calculated  to  prolong 
the  war.  But  in  neither  did  they  prove  successful, 
for  they  were  completely  beaten  towards  the  end 
of  autumn,  and  forced  to  seek  shelter  under  the 
walls  of  Alexandria. 

Having  thus  wrested  the  key  of  Italy  from 
the  Kin^  of  Sardinia,  it  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel, 
that  its  finest  pronnces  were  destined  to  grace  the 
triumph  of  an  ambitious  nation. 

Bqt  the  Vendian  war  still  appeared  to  be 
interminable,  notwithstanding  the  inflated  ac- 
counts of  the  leaders  who  had  fought,  and  the 
deputies  on  mission  who  had  witnessed,  and  not 
untrequently  countenanced,  the  scenes  of  horror 
that  took  place  in  that  unhappy  country.  Pre* 
▼iously  to  the  fall  of  Robespierre,  .General 
Westermann  had  stated  at  the  bar  of  the  conven- 
tion, '^that  of  the  rebel  army,  Which  once 
amounted  to  ninety  thousand  in  the  district  of 
Mous  alone,  not  a  single  combatant  had 
escaped;"  and  he  added,  with  a  disgusting 
partieularity,  that  ^^  chieft,  oflicers,  soldiers, 
nishops,  countesses,  and  marchionesses,  had 
all  perished  by  the  sword,  the  flames,  or  the 
vrates." 

Carri6re,  on  his  return  from  the  insurgent 


departments,  on  the  twenty*second  of  February, 
1794;  asserted,  ^Hbat  the  number  of  the 
banditti,  and  the  nature  of  the  war,  had  hitherto 
been  alike  unknown.^'  According  to  him,  the 
whole  population .  of  a  space  of  more  than  four 
hundred  square  leagues  had  appeared  in  arms. 
In  August,  1703,  the  rebels,  he  said,  '*  amounted 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men  ;  but  the 
victories  of  Mortagne  and  C^olet  had  proved 
fatal  to  them,  as  their  leader  had  acknowledged 
that  the  former  battle  cost  them  twenty  thousand 
combatants.''  He  hoped,  however,  ^^it  would 
not  be  supposed  that  the  war  was  terminated,  for 
the  countjry  abounded  in  forests  and  was  covered 
with  brushwood,  which  afforded  a  secure  retreat 
to  the  disaffected ;  as  a  proof  of  which,  the 
r^ublicans  at  one  time  had  passed  through  forty 
thousand  insurgents,  who  were  concealed  there.'^ 
Soon  after  the  fall  of  that  faction  which 
protected  his  enormities  both  in  the  committee  of 

Eublic  safety  and  the  convention,  this  deputy,  who 
ad  disgraced  his  public  character  by  a  series  of 
the  most  atrocious  cruelties  recorded  in  history, 
suffered  the  punishment  due  to  bis  crimes ;  and 
it  was  now  intended  to  employ  noiioy  as  well  as 
force,  against  men  whose  prejudices  and  whose 
courage  appeared  to  be  equaUy  inveterate. 

But,  although  France  at  lengtli  began  to 
reap  the  fruits  of  so  many  victories,  and  the  con- 
tinental powers  were  reduced  to  the  mortifying 
alternative  of  either  acceding  to  a  disgraceful 
peace,  or  persevering  in  a  war  now  become 
hopeless,  one  nation  still  defied  her  vengeance. 
In  consequence  of  the  position,  naval  strength, 
and  financial  resources  of  Great  Britain,  her 
inhabitants  were  enabled  to  contemplate  the 
triumphs  of  their  fleets,  and  to  behold  an  islai^din 
the  Mediterranean,  and  many  in  the  Atlantic, 
conquered  by  th^  bravery  and  perseverance  of 
thdr  armies« 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Cruise  of  the  Channel  Fleet— French  Fket  sails— The  Tzdo  adverse  Fleets  meet— Obstinate  Cof^ict 
continues  Three  Days— Victory  decided  in  Favour,  of  the  British  Fleet  commanded  by  Lord 
Howe— Naval  History— Conquest  of  Cordcw—Nem  Constitution  formed  by  the  Corsican  House 
of  Rqin^esentaivves— Crown  ofered  to  and  accepted  by  his  Britannic  Majesty. 


ALTHOUGH  events  had  not  been  propi- 
tious to  the  armies  of  the  allies  during  the  pre- 
sent campaign,  the  navy  of  England  was  des- 
tined to  be  uniformly  triumphant.  The  Channel 
fleet,  which  during  the  last  summer  had  achieved 
nothing  worthy  the  reputation  of  its  veteran  com- 
mander, put  to  sea  in  the  spring,  in  search  of  an 
enemy  that  had  hitherto  diuded  ]>ursuit.    Lord 


Howe  was  particularly  solicitous  upon  the  pre- 
sent occasion  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  his 
country,  as  well  as  to  rescue  his  own  character 
from  unmerited  reproach ;  and  the  powerful 
armament  now  under  his  command  left  no  doubt 
relative  to  the  result  of  a  contest. 

On  reaching  the  lizard,  a. signal  was  made 
for  the  East-Indiamen  to  proceed  on  their  voyage. 


r 


OP  THB  FRNTCfi  ftBVOLUT^^. 
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under  cODvay  of  srx  gsiilo^the  line  and  a  ftig^ate, 
ivhich  were  not  to  separate  from  them  until  their 
arrivaroffCap6  Finisterre; 

While  Lord  Howe  ^sailed  •  directly  In  queftt 
of  the  enemy,  who  were  expected  to  put  to  sea 
for  the  protection  of  a  fleet  chiefly  laden  with  pro- 
^iiioosfrem  AtnericilEi,  Rear-admiral  Montague, 
after  obeying  his 'iostnictioiia  relatire  to  the 
merchantmen,  was  ordered  to  cruise  in  such  a 
latitude  as  to  be  enabled  ^her  to  rejoin  'the 
Channel  squadron,  or  to  intercept  the  Frendi 
store-ships,  now  become  an  object  of  infinite 
importance  to  a  counti'y 'menaced  not  only  by  a 
combination  of  foreign  and-  domieiEKtic .  foes,  but 
suflTering  at  the  same  lime  under  the  preasttre  of 
famine. 

in  t&e  mean  tinie,  the  commander-in-chief 
having  received  infor)[i^tion  on  the  19tb  olT  Mayj 
from  two  of  his  frigates,  detached  for  thatpur^ 
pose,  that  the  Brest  fleet  was  at  sea,  deemed  it 
proper  to  ^fect  a  junction  with  the  squadron  lately 
detached  under  Rear-admiral  Montague  as  soon 
as  possible ;  but  on  hearing  two  days  after,  from 
some  of  the  Lisbon  convoy  which  he  re-captured, 
that  the  enemy  had  been  seen  a  few  leagues  fur- 
ther to  the  westward,  he  immediately  altered  his 
course,  and  steered  in  that  direction. 

During  the  former  campaign  great  care  had 
been  taken  to  avoid  any  contest  with  the  EngUsb, 
but  on  the  present  occasion  orders  were  trans- 
mitted to  Vice-admiral  Villaret-Joyeuse  to  pro- 
tect the  supplies  from  America  at  the  risk  of  a 
battle.  Jean  Boo  St.  Andr6,  who  had  been  em- 
ployed at  Brest  to  infuse  a  spirit  of  democracy 
into  the  seamen,  acted  on  this  occasion  as  a  na- 
tional commissionet,  having  embarked  on  board 
the  flag-ship,  carrying  one  hundred  and  twenty 
guns,  and  designated  La  Montagne,  after  the 
ruling  party  in.  the  convention. 

On  the  28tb  of  May,  at  eight  o^dock  in  the 
morning,  in  librth  latitude  47^  33'.  W.  Long. 
14^  10'.  the  riyal  fleets  descried  each  other  ex* 
actly  at  the  saqie  time ;  the  wind  blew  strong 
from  thfe  soiith-west,  accompanied  by  a  very 
rough  sea,  and  the  French  possessed  the  weather- 
gage. — ^After  the  advanced  frigates  had  given  in- 
timation of  this  event.  Earl  Howe  continued  his 
course,  while  Admiral  Villaret-Joyeuse  endea- 
voured as  much  as  possible  to  assume  a  regular 
order  of  battle  upon  Uie  starboard  ta^,.  a  cireuqiT 
stance  that  greaUy  fisteilitated  the  approiu^h  of  the 
English.  As  the  conduct  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
now  hauled  their,  wind^  indieated  an  intention  to 
avoid  a  close  fight,the  British  commander,  at  fifty- 


five  minutes  past  one  o'clock,  displayed  the  sig-    BOOK  I. 

nal  for  a  general  chase,  and   to  prevent  their  — 

escape,  he  soon  after  detached  Admiral  Pasley*  Chap.  XV, 
to  ihake  an  impression  on  their  rear  :   that  officer  ^^^^T^ 
accordinglyt  near  the  close  of  day,  came  up  with      ^'^^ 
and     attacked    the    R^volutionnaire,    a   three- 
decked  ship  of  110  g^ns,  which  happened  to  be 
the  sternmost  in  the  line ;  but  bis  topmast  being 
disabled  during  the  action.  Lord  Hugh  Seymour 
Conway,    in  the  Leviathan,  gallantly  advanced 
and   received   her  fire,  which  was  tremendous, 
and  by  the  time  it  was  dark.  Captain  Paiker,  of 
the  Audacious,  having  arrived  close  to  the  rear 
ship^  fought  her  also  within  the  distance  of  half 
a  cable's  length,  but  without  any  decisive  success 
en  either  side. 

The  rival  fleets,  consisting  of  tweaty-six 
sail  of  the  line  on  one  part,  and  twenty-five  on 
the  other,  remained  within  sight  of  each  ot&er 
during  the  whole  night  on  the  starboard  tack,  and 
in  a  parallel  direction,  with  the  French  still  to 
ivindward  ;  but  next  morning,  the  29th  of  May, 
Admiral  Villaret-Joyeuse,  flushed  with  the  hopea 
of  a  victory,  wore  from  van  to  rear,  and  instead 
of  flinching  from  the  action,  edged  down  in  a  Une 
a-head  to  engage  the  van  of  the  British  fleet. 

Lord  Howe,  taking  advantage  of  so  favour- 
able an  opportunity,  renewed  the  signal  for 
passing  the  adversary's  line,  and  succeedeit^th 
seme  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  weather-gage, 
while  the  enemy  were  repulsed  by  the  Barfleur  and 
two  other  three-deckers,  in  an  attempt  to  cut  off 
the  Queen  and  Royal  George.  At  length  Viliaret- 
Joyense  tacked  again  by  signal,  and  alter  a  distant 
cannonade,  stood  away  in  order  of  battle  on  the 
larboard  tack,  followed  by  the  whole  of  the 
British  fleet,  which  still  retained  the  weather- 
gage. 

The  second  day's  action  proved  equally  inde- 
cisive as  the  former,anda  thiclcfog,  thatintervened 
during  this  night  and  the  greater  part  of  the  suc- 
ceeding day,  prevented  the  renewal  of  the  enga^^e- 
ment.  In  the  mean  time  Rear-admiral  NeiUy 
joined  the  French  commander-in-chief  with  a 
reinforcement  of  three  sail  of  the  line  and  two 
fieigates,  comprehending  Le  Saospareil  of  80  gun^^ 
Le  Tri^an  and  Le  T6ni6raire  of  74  guns 
eac&,  and  La  Semillante  and  La  Tamise  of  30 
guns  each  ;  this  accession  of.  strength  enabled 
hfm  to  detacih  his  crippled  ships,  and  the  dawn  of 
the  succeeding  day  exhibited  the  two  fleets  drawn 
up  in  th^  following  order  of  battle  off  Ushant, 
and  prepared  to  renew  the  contest. 


Thondcrer. 


Rear-adniini'  eo^uiiMided  a  #yiflg  .s^sdran,  oooMsfing.  of  the  Belkrophon,  Rustel,  Hariboroug;h,  sad 
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BOOR  I.  EttgH»h  Jaw  q/.  SatOti.  Jum  1«  ]i7»4 
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1.  Coesar  (the  leading  ) 

shin  of  the  yam  >  MP    CM.  A.  J.  BMUft^ 

■  2.  lfeHeraphon....;.....,.«}-:;f  ^^IW«- 

3v Leviathan. .« ,....74    *Lor<1  H.  SfyrootttJ 

4.  Russel 74    *J.  W.  I^ayn*. 

6.  Mttrlfrarott^b   74   Ron.  &.  B^iM»f.    ' 

6.  Royal  Sorereign  ...«>4{  T^/*;*-'*' 

7.  Defence'  ...•.* 7^    *J:  GamWer.  * 


Q«>R.  A  J.  Caldwell. 
•-•**  5  Q.  B. 


9.  TreitiemMtfs «.a74    J:.  SSgofti 

_  The  Audacious  after  the  first  dsf  ?8  «cMs|iJii4 

9  I       beto  Miged  toMfura-io  {Mrt. 

.      I  10.  InvinciWe ...74   *Hou.T.Pakenhain. 


o  t  ^  ^.  Goilin^wiosd. 

:i  1 1^- ^**o^«*>  ';.<.**«94    It.  Seheaftbeig. 

^  £  <  13.  Gibrahcif 90    T.  Af«qk(Biiaie. 

Mi.,  ^  **Ad.  Earl  Howe^ 

2.  C 14.  C^eeA  Charlotte... .. .100  >  *^»Str*il.  Curtis. 

I  3  ♦*SirA.  Doug^lass. 


9? 


UMBO^w  nuruioN.. 


©  \  15.  Brunswick :........74    J.  Htewey.    * 

if  J  16.  Valiant   .......74    •!?.  Fringlei 

3C18. 

S  C 19.  Tlarailies  74    *H.  Hiifv*y. 

:SJ'20.  AMVed   ....74    1^.  Badeley. 


rt ft,.C**R.  Ad.  GuronoCt 

^«^«*  ^tJ.Huti. 


fj  J  5  r^-  H^y^l George 100^  *^  ^^^^^^ 

I i  5     22, Montagm  .*., 74    J.Montagu. 

1.3 ,  _ 

2032  guns. 


.&  1 23.  Wajestic   ..*• ' 

^' J  *4.  ©lOiy .•.•••••.**..*»»•«••• 
.^  (26.  Thunderer... •• 


74    C.  Cottom 
74    A.  Bertie. 


2»2  ships  of  the  line. 


The  following  Frigates,  Stoops,  Cottettr,  fte.  ftlW  flMend^d 
ihe  British  fleet, 
1'.  I9iger  32,  UftpmJdttf  Fi^te  to  the  Va»a   I|on.  A.  &, 

2)  Pegasus,  38,   Repeating  Frigat«   to  the  Centre  S. 
Captain  R.  Barlowe. 
'    d.  Aq^^on^  32,    Reneath^  Frigate    H  Ilk*   H^W  »i 

rd. 


*^pr 


H.  R.St6prfo 
4.  I^hedton,  3i, 

6.  Laiona,  86, 
9.  Souti)ani9tony  32, 

7.  Venus,  34, 

8.  Charon,  44,  (hosp  ship) 

9.  Conwt,  14,  (ftne-ship) 

10.  Incendiary,      14,   (fire-ibip) 

1 1 .  King's  Fisher,  1 8,    (sloopj 

12.  Hunger,  14,    (cutter)       Lieut  C.  jSotgraye 

13.  RattKr,  14,    (cutter) 


Csfltiiifi  W;  B^tinck- 
'KTiiarAborougli; 
Hull.  R.  Forbes^ 
W:  Brown 
-O.  CunftHMi 
Vi.  BiiiMy^ 
^.  Cooke.. 


'M,  Gosselin*. 
C.  Gotgrai 
.J.  "Wynne. 


(t^ir    TfM  flair  office^A  marked  thus**  were  afterwards 


^  ifai«i%  JtfUf:  M  V3S^ 


Shipfl.  qvUM. 

1  ft^i  QitoiwlltMii**i..#»M»»»74 ' 
.41  IjbTe«ibl*M.;«i*..»«.4b.l]l9    KwMrfliirAAiiptwL 

ft  Lb  Bfoiiui,  •««»*a««tf<..««tf9(4r 

:8'MiB/llra|iin  *.••••••«. •.»*m..fw. 

10  iie  TfiUe-wiilMhi  ^.^^^^W 

12  *Le  Juste 80 

C  Jfwp  Bon  St.  A«dK4  (Nat. 

13  i«  ]»f[QiDkai^ .....«ldO{CoKi,>  Vicer  Ad.  VlUeretr 

r  Joyexi'se.    Capt.  Basile. 

14  l!iB  Jticobin   M 

16  ♦A<*afe   - :...74 

16  LePfttriote   74' 

17  tLcVenJcur  ...r* 

18/<L6Norfhunibertati4  •••^      " 

19  Le  Qetnappe...* flff 

20  rvEntreprenant   74"     (Bfoftd  ^ddXii^) 

il  Neptune 74  '       '         ' 

!^  LeR^pyblicsin  ..., VY9    Mear-Adnlrital  NetHjr. 

23  *LeS£inspareiL.... 80^ 

24  Scipion 80 

2$  Le  Mont-hlanc- 74. 

«b  LeTelletier ...::74        (Broad'  pendkAtJ 


20  ships  of  Iheline 


La  ProjSerpine. 
1.1  Satprise.  ' 
L'fnsurgeAte. 
La  RSsolue. 
La  Naiade. 
Ia  (jiJatb^e, 


3te  FVireh 
La  MMtfe/ 
tib  J^an  Iktft.' 


liaOefitlfe.    . 
=  Lu  F«lieit6. 
'   LaBellotie. 
LfrPi^eleiiie. 

Ii»T%fniitet' 
-     lia  SMnilhntdi 

■ 


l»*Atttiflttta< 

Ijtllfouohe* 

lielbmieri 


[«^  The  SIX  ships  marked  by  an  asterisk  werecsp* 


presented  with  a  gold  nredal-  ftmT  cbai» ;  «iid«h6?«i|rtMiiK/     tabad  vifcm.  tMft  OOOm^m^  Mid;  t)H^  sfajfy  4asigpi(|leA  thw  t 


marked  thus*  were  presented  with  a  gold  medal. 


sunk.] 


OF  THB  FfilEMOir  iySV&Iil7VI0N. 


lit 
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The  British  ftdmiral,  perQetvii^  that  there 
^as  timB  suiBeieiit  for  the  ^ariomr  ships*  oompa- 
Btes  to  take  refreshraeDl,  made  a  signal  for  break-^ 
laaty  ttd  event  ^ioh,  by  procrasdnatiiig  the 
aJQtioOy  induced  the;  enemy  to  believe  that  their 
aattgonista  wished  to  decline  the  engagement. 
But  they  were  nwerably  disappoHited,  for  m 
about  half  an  hoar,  Lord  Howe,  relating  the 
ueual  sternness  of  bis  oountenanee  iata  a  smile. 
If  ith  joy  and  hope  at  the  .same  time  beaming  io^ 
bis  eyes»  |^ve  ordtfs  for  ateeiupg.  the.  I&yal 
Charlotte,  on  board  of  which  was  flying  the 
eignal  for  olose  aetion,  alongside  tbe  French 
admijcal.  This,  was  accordingly  eiSMed  at  mne 
Q*cleck.  in  the  morning,,  and,  by  an  exiraerdiaary 
displ^ofseamiinship.on  the  part  of  his  master, 
9Cr.  Bpwen,  he  was  enabled,  to  assume  a  most 
excellent  position,  so  as  to  be  able  to  contend 
writh  advantage  against  dk  vessel  far  superior  im 
point  of  siae ;  and  wJule  some  of  the  English 
commanders  peoetmted  the  line  of  battle,  and 
engaged' to  leeward,  others  occupied  such  »ta« 
tion&  aa  allowed  them  to  combat  with  their  an- 
tagonista  to  windward.   . 

So  close  and  severe  wa^  the  eontest^  that 
the.  fate  of  this  day  d^ended  but  little  either  on 
Uhb  exertion  of  nautioal  knowledge,  or  the  exhi- 
bition of  thAt  scientifie  skiU  which,  auligects  the 
naanagj^nieet.  of  ai'tilleey  to  the  rulee  of  tactics., 
All  was  bard  fighting.  Yet  upon  tfaip  occasion^ 
when,  the  drapery  of  the  three-celeured  flag  not 
unfrequently  intermingled  with  that  of  the  British 
cros9>  and  thp  muzzles  of  the  guns  of  moay  shipa 
belonging  to  the  hostile  fleeta  almost  touched 
each  other,  the  superiority  of  the  English  sea* 
men  wae  eminently  oon^cuoua*  EKsciplined 
injto  war,  the  undaunted  eye,  the  steady  a«n,  the 
animated  eountencmce^  denoted  that  they  were 
not  unee<)aainted  with  the  element  oa  which  they 
fought;  and  while  the  shot  of  the  enemy  made 
Uttla  havoe  on  deck3  wheve  there  were  na  use^r 
lesa  men,  eiHery  broadside  spread  deelb  and 
desolatfoB:  through,  the  crowded  vesada  of  thw 
antagonists.* 


TTS- 


ap 


Satth  vras  the  tremendons^  fire,  and  so  deci*  BOOK  A 
sive  the  advantage,  on  the  part  of  the  British,  ■ 

that  in  aboet  fifty  nttnutca  after  the  action  had  Chap.  XV. 
eommenced  in  the  centre.  Admiral  Villaret-  ^-^-r^ 
Joyeuae  determined  to  relinquish  the  contest ;  1*9^ 
for  he  now  perceived  several  of  hia  shipa  disr 
masted,  and  one  of  seventy-four  gun9  acNHit  te 
sink ;  he  at  the  seme  time  found  that  six  were 
captured :  a  great  slaughter  had  alao  taken  jriaoa 
en  board  hia  awn  vessS,  in  which  his  captain, 
Bastile,  and  a  mwdtitode  of  the  crew;  were  killed^ 
while  tlie  national  commissioner,  with  meat  of  hia 
officers^  were  wounded.  He  accordingly  crowded 
off  with  all  the  canvas  he  could  spread,  and 
was  immecUaiely  followed  by  most  of  me  sbipa  in 
his  van  that  wese  not  completely  crippled ;  tWQ 
or  three  of  Uieae,  although  disflHiinded,  also  got 
away 'soon  after,  under  a  temporary  sail  hoisted 
on  die  oecasion ;  £wr  the  enemy  had,  a^  usual, 
chiefly  aimed  at  the  rigging,  and  the  victtoas  were 
by  tbia  time  disabled  from  parauiag  the  van-* 
qnished :  the  Qtieen  Charlotte  in  particujajr^ 
which,  bul  for  an  unlucky  broadside  from  Le 
Jacobin,  would  ba^e  captured  her  antagonist,  wae 
at  this  period  Bferly  uamaBageaUe,  having  lost 
her  fore-topHBaat  in  action ;  this  was  soon  aftev 
followed  by  the  main-toprmaat,  which:  fell  evev 
the  side ;  while  the  Brunawiek,  whiirii  had  lost  her 
miaen*B»a8t,  and  the  Queen,  which  was  also  dia* 
abled,  drifted  to  leeward,  and  were  exposed  te 
oensiderable  danger  from  the  retreating  Qeetw 
Two  rigkty,  aad  five  seventy-four  gun  sbtpsf, 
however,  stiU  remained  in  possesaien  of  the  vier 
tois,  but  one  of  the  latter  went  down  soon  altet 
she  was  taken  pesseasion  of. 

The  alemghteB  on  the  part  of  the  Englieh 
was  net  ao  great  aa  might  have  been  expected^ 
Captain  MoAtagu,  of  the  Montam,  happened  to 
be  the  only  commander  whe  feU  during  the  en^ 
gagement.  Several  officers  of  distiinctieny  hovr* 
evev,  fiiiflbired  in.  the  course  of  the  day  :  for  Vice* 
admiral  Ghraves,  the  Honourable  G.  Bierkl^f, 
and  Captain  J.  Harrey:^)  ^ere  aagmig  tiie 
wounded;    and  the   Reap^aihnirals  Pasiey  and 


*  ComparatiYe  Estimate  of  killed  and  wounded. 
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Oo  boatd Ihe  ax  French  sbips  taken. 

On  lK>ard  six  of  the  English  ships  that  suifered  moet, 

Sorphit  kiHed  and  wounded  on  tha  part  of  the  F^enoh', 
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600    680    1270 
12^    335    400 
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t  List  of  French  ships  captured,^June  I,  1794. 


I^a^Jinrta 
LaSaaspaxeil 
L^Am^noue 
L'Achille 


••• 

••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


•  Mi 


••• 


•  •• 


•  •• 


•  •• 


••• 


••• 


Otens. 

74 
74 


m 


I«a  NDrtlMMnhnlsaidi    «.•  ■••.  ••r     74 

f:.']|i;D{^a<aa         .     m«    .      -•     '     »^     7^*/' 

Le  Yeoffeur  ••• .  ttt  .^      ^ ,. 

sunk  between  five  and  six  o*dock  at  night. 


t-CArpftahk  /.  Hirvey,  tMn  Bhinswidc,  w)i<r  bad  cottdoeted'  bhnsRdf  #Ml  fistinguiiAied  bravcnr  daring  the  acti<M^ 
died  a  few  days  after  his  retura  to  Pi>rt«nyBtli»  of  a  fever  accompanied  Igf  a  j^linua^.  ^.  C/tplIMn  Uatr,  of  (lie  Qneen,  also 
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SOOX  I.  Bowyer,  and  Captain  Hatt  of  the  Qtteen,  lost  a 
leg  each. 

Never  did  a  British  fleet  exhibit  greater 
eagerness  to  engage,  or  evince  more  ardour  in 
battle  than  ^9S  displayed  upon  this  occasion. 
The  commander-in-chief,  whose  rigour  appeared 
unabated  either  by  age,  thai  usually  emasculates 
the  mind,  or  disease,  that  is  always  supposed  to 
enervate  the  body,  not  only  gave  the  signal,  but 
also  the  example  of  close  fight,  and  he  was  in 
general  ablv  seconded  by  the  admirals  and  cap- 
tains under  him.  The  crews  of  all  the  ships  dis- 
played a  degree  of  steady  valour  that  could  not 
fail  to  insure  victory ;  and  so  conspicuous  were 
the  spirit  and  discipline  every- where  prevalent, 
that  when  a  commander  was  either  killed,  or 
severely  wounded,  the  next  officer  in  rank 
continued  the  fight  with  unyielding  valour. 

On  the  other  hand,  due  praise  ought  to  be 
given  to  the  enemy,  who,  according  to  the  Bri- 
tish admiral;  *^  waited  for  the  action,  and  sua* 
tained  the  attack  with  their  customary  resolu- 
tion.'^* Notwithstanding  the  reinforcement  that 
had  been  received  previously  to  the  signal  contest 
that  followed  two  undecisive  engjtgements,  their 
manifest  inferiority  in  every  point  was  conspi- 
cuous ;  and  when  it  is  recollected  that  nearly  all 
the  officers  of  the  royal  marine  were  precluded 
by  their  birth  from  serving  upon  this  occasion, 
but  a  small  portion  of  either  skill  or  discipline 
could  be  expected.  However,  if  the  crews  were 
deficient  in  respect  to  these  qualifications,  they 
must  be  allowed  not  to  have  been  wanting  in 
enthusiasm  ;  and  although  their  intrepidity  has 
been  perhaps  exaggerated,  certain  it  is,  that  the 
French  navy  never  displayed  a  greater  portion 
of  bravery  than  on  this  occasion.  One  sliipf 
on  a  former  day  appears  to  have  engaged  three 
of  ours  in  succession ;  and  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, another,  that  had  struck,  was  fired  into  by 
one  of  her  consorts,  and  forced  once  more  to  hoist 
her  colours.  On  board  a  third,^  after  the  lower 
deck  guns  were  under  water,  and  destruction  was 
inevitable,  they  continued  to  fire  the  upper  tier ; 
and  at  the  moment  the  ship  went  to  the  bottom^ 


the  air  resounded  with  the  cry  of  "  Vive  la  Re- 
publique !  Five  la  liberte,  ei  la  France  /" 

The  skill  of  the  admiral  also  ought  not  to  be 
overlooked,  for  on  the  20th  it  was  thought  by 
some  of  the  British  offic^ers  that  his  order  ot 
battle  was  admirable ;  and  even  after  his  linef 
was- broken  on  the  first  of  June>  instead  of  making 
directly  for  port,  he  collected  such  of  his  scat-* 
tered  ships  as  had  experienced  but  little  damage,' 
and  by  affectiBg  to  renew  the  engagementf 
enabled  two  or  three  of  the  dismantled  ones  tor 
escape.  ' 

In  the  mean  time,  Admiral  Montague,  wha , 
had  repaired  to  Eugland,  whence  he  was  !mme«- 
diately  dispatched  to  join  Earl  Howe,  sailed  for^ 
Brest,  partly  with  a  view  to  fall  in  wilh  tlie  com-! 
mander-in- chief,  and  partly  on  purpose  to  pick 
up  any  crippled  ships,  which  in  Case  of  an  actiotf 
inight  take  shelter  in  that  port ;  he  accordingly 
encountered  some  of  the  retreating  scpnadron, 
and  chased  them  into  the  outer  road.  Oii  the 
succeeding  day  he  espied'  the  main  body  undei* 
Villaret-Joyeuse;  but,  notwithstanding  the  late 
fatal  conflict,  that  commander  formed  an  admi- 
rable line  of  battle,  and  gave  chase ;  while  the 
fleet  from  America,  consisting  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  sail  of  merchantmen,  supposed  to  be 
worth  several  millions  sterling,  but  invaluable  on 
account  of  the  distressed  state  of  France,  arrived 
in  safety  on  the  12th  of  June. 

Lord  Howe  now  deemed  it  proper  to  con- 
duct the  six  ships  captured  from  the  enemy  into 
port,  being  unable  to  keep  the  sea,  on  accoont 
of  the  disabled  state  of  his  own  squadron.  He 
accordingly  steered  for  England,  arrived  safe 
off  Dunnose,  in  tlie  Isle  of  Wight,  on  the  13th 
of  June,  and  in  the  course  of  the  same  day 
returned  thanks  for  ^*  the  highly  distinguished 
examples  of  resolution,  spirit,  and  perseverance, 
which  had  been  testified  by  every  description  of 
officers,  seamen,  and  military  eorps,  in  the  ships 
of  the  fleet,  during  the  several  actions  with  the 
enemy  on  the2Sthand  29th  of  May,  «nd  the  1st 
of  June.'* 

Thus  ended  a  cruise,  which,  although  one 


perished  in  a  similar  manner.  These  two  gallant  officers  were  thus  preTented  from  reodvine  the  rewards  so  justly  due  to 
their  valour ;  but  the  Rear-admirals  Bowyer  and  Pasley  were  ci^ted  bai^taets,  and  received  a  pension  c^  1,000/.  each  per 
annum.  Admirals  Grayes  and  fi^r  Alexander  Hood  had  the  honour^laf  the  peera^  conferred  upon  them.  Earl  Howe  wiu 
presented  with  a  diamond*  hilted  sword  of  great  value,  by  the  king  in  person,  on  board  the  Queen  Charlottei  at  %Mthead  ; 
and  also  with  a  solden  chain,  to  which  was  suspended  a  medal,  with  Victory  crowning  Britannia  on  the  obverse,  and  on  the 
reverse  a  wreath  of  oak  and  laurel,  incircling-  his  lo^ship's  naoae,  and  the  date  of  the  action. 

In  December,  1796,  his  majesty  was  also  pleased  to  transmit  gM  chains  and  medals  to  the  following  flag  officers  and 
captains,  who  were  reported  by  Lord  Howe  to  have  signalized  themselves  during  the  battle  with  the  French  fleet : 

Vice-admirals  IKr  A.  Hood,  T.  Graves.  ReSir-admirals  A.  Gardner,  G.  Bowyer,  T.  Pasley,  Sir  R.  Curt&.  Captains 
W.  Bope»  ElphiBstone,  Hon*  T.  Fakeaham,  J.  T.  Dackworth,  Sir  A.  Douglass,  H.  Harvey,  W.  Domett.  H.  Nichols. 
J.  W.  Payne,  T.  Pringle. 

ft  • 

*  Utter  from  Earl  Howe,  dated  '*  aaeen  Charlotte,  at  sea,  Juae  2d,  I7d4,'*  published  June  1(H  ia  the  Londoor 
Gazette  Extraordmary. 

t  La  R6To]utiomiaire;  *  i  LeVebgeur. 
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of  the  objeots  had  not  been  attained,  yet  con- 
ferred not  only  the  dominion  of  the  narrow  seas, 
but  the  sceptre  of  the  ocean,  on  Great  Britain. 
While  the  French  conTention,  inflamed  by  the 
delusive  eloquence  of  Barr^re,  and  the  exagger- 
ated report  of  Jean  Bon  St.  Andr6,  gave  orders 
to  hang  up  the  model  of  the  Veneeur,  the  crew 
of  whfch  had  long  contended  hand  to  hand  with 
an  enemy's  ship  of  the  same  rate,*  in  the  Pan- 
theon, the  English  nation  exhibited  unbounded 
joy  at  a  victory  in  some  measure  necessary  to  its 
independence.  The  metropolis,  and  many  of 
the  provincial  cities  and  towns,  were  illuminated 
during  three  nights  in  succession  ;  the  parlia- 
ment passed  a  vote  of  thanks .;  large  sums  of 
mbvey  wete  subscribed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  those  killed  in  action ; 
and  the  king  repaired  to  Spithead,  on  purpose 
to  congratulate  in  person  the  gallant  admiral, 
officers,  and  seamen,  who  had  performed  such 
brilliaBt  achievements. 

The  British  fleet,  after  it  had  been  refitted, 
agam  put  to  sea,  but  the  enemy  was  so  com- 
pletely humbled,  that  the  Brest  fleet  never 
ventured  out  until  Lord  Howe  had  returned  to 
port,  and  instead  of  making  captures,  diey  ac< 
toallylost  five  sail  of  the  line. 

The  success  of  the  British  navy,  in  the 
course  of  this  year,  was  nearly  uniform,  both  m 
respect  to  squadrons  and  single  ships. 

On  the  9Sd  of  April,  Sir  John  Borlase  War- 
ren had  signalised  himself  by  the  defeat  of  a 
small  French  squadron,  in  an  engagement  off 
Guernsey,  in  which,  after  two  hours  fighting, 
and  some  hours  of  dose  pursuit,  four  sail  were 
captured  firom  the  enemy.  In  the  monOk  of 
August,  he  pursued  five  other  French  ships  of 
war,  off  SciUy,  and  driving  two  of  them  under 
the  batteries  of  Gamelle  rocks,  would  have  pro- 
ceeded to  bum  them ;  but,  with  a  generosity 
vrorthy  of  his  courage,  abstained  from  the  last 
rigours  of  war  against  an  unfortunate  enemy, 
whose  wounded  must  have  perished  had  he  set 
Aeir  vessels  on  fire.  Several  combats  of  single 
•hips  displayed,  during  the  campaign,  the  supe- 
riority of  our  seamen  in  a  most  briUiant  light. 
Of  these,  the  action  of  Captain  Nagle,  of  the 
Artois,  with  the  R^volutionnaire,  and  others, 
might  be  mentioned.  Nor  did  the  loss  of  the 
Alexander,  of  74  guns,  in  the  month  of  November, 
tarnish  the  reputation  of  tiie  British  arms,  though 
^tbe  unusual  spectacle  of  such  a  prise  was  re- 
sounded through  France  as  an  immortal  achieve- 
ment. This  vessel,  which  had  part^  from  the 
division  of  Admiral  Bligb,  and  could  not  rqoin 
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for  two  hours,  and  it  was  not  till  her  lower  masts  Chap.  XV, 
.  were  on  the  point  of  going  by  the  board  that  she 
reluctantly  struck  to  this  disparity  of  force. 

The  progress  of  the  English  arms  in  the 
Mediterranean,  subsequent  to  the  evacuation  of 
Toulon,  was  also  flattering.  Early  in  the  month 
of  Februarv,  Lord  Hood  proceeded  for  Corsica, 
which  was  m  a  state  of  revolt  against  the  con- 
vention, the  inhabitants  being  excited  to  this  re- 
sistance by  the  influence  of  their  ancient  and 
popular  chief.  Paschal  Paoli,  who  had  been 
some  years  since  restored  to  his  country  with 
honour  by  the  constituent  assembly.  Mortella, 
Tornelli,  and  St.  Fiorenza,  bein|^  successively 
surrendered  or  evacuated,  the  Corsicans  who 
adhered  to  the  French  interest,  retreated  to 
Bastia,  which  held  out  till  the  24th  of  May, 
when  it  oapitulated  on  honourable  terms ;  and 
the  whole  island,  excepting  Calvi,  which  held 
out  till  August,  submitted  to  the  English.  Let- 
ters of  convocation  were  forthiVith  issued  for  the 
assembly  of  the  general  consulta  to  be  held  at 
Corte,  the  ancient  capital  of  Corsica,  on  Sun- 
day, the  8th' of  June,  of  which  General  Paoli 
was  elected  president.  The  representatives  of 
the  Corsican  people  immediately  voted  the  union 
of  Corsica  with  the  British  crown,  and  a  consti- 
tutional act  was  framed  similar,  to  the  French 
constitution  of  1791,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  repre- 
sentative of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  formally 
accepted  this  act  in  the  name  of  his  majesty, 
and  immediately  assumed  the  title  of  viceroy.— ^ 
The  most  remarkable  features  of  this  democratio 
form  of  monarchy  were,  the  establishment  of 
the  riffht  of  universal  suffrage — ^the  dissolution 
of  the  leg^lative  body  at  the  end  of  two  years^- 
no  senate  or  house  of  nobles — ^municipalities 
chosen  by  the  people  in  every  piere  or  district ; 
and  lastly,  an  unlimited  toleration,  without  tests 
or  penal  disabilities.  The  inherent  sovereignty 
of  Uie  people  is  not  only  implied  in  the  formation 
of  this  constitution,  by  a  national  convention^ 
^  possessed'*  as  the  preamble  of  the  act  says, 
^  of  a  specific  authority  for  this  purpose,''  but 
expressly  recognised ;  for  the  viceroy  declaring 
his  acceptance  of  it,  ''  on  the  pact  of  the  Sove- 
reign King  of  Corsicssi,  George  III.  Ring  of 
Great  Britain,'*  says,  «'  It  his  majesty  ther^re 
accepts  tiie  crown  which  you  have  agreed  to  oflfer 
him,  it  is  because  he  is  determined  to  protect, 
and  never  to  enslave  those  from  whom  he  re* 
ceives  it,  and  above  all,  because  it  is  giten, 
and  not  seised  upon  by  violence.'* 


«  The  Braniwiok,  Captain  J.  Hsr;'ey. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 
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Melanchofy  State  &f  France  under  the  Reign  of  Terror^JboUtim  of  the  Slave  Trade — The 
Honours  of  the  Pantheon  voted  to  Rousseau — Wibertj  Ronsin^  ClootZf  and  their  Associates^ 
guillotined— Trial  and  Execution  of  Danton,  Eglantine,  and  their  Party — Execution  of 
General  Dillon  and  Madame  Destmulins — Of  Malesherbes  and  Baron  Trenck — Of  the 
Princess  Elizabeth  and  Twenty-five  other  Persons— Decline  of  the  Power  of  Robespierre-^ 
The  Tyrant's  Fall. 


BOOK  I.  FROM  the    ensanguihed     plains    of  the 

theatre  of  war,  we  turn  to  the  no  less  sangui-  . 

GiiAP.XYI.  nary,  yet  much  more  revolting  scenes   of  the 
^^T^JT^  French  capital.    At  this  moment,  the  legislative 
*^^      body  was  only  a  scene  of  faction  and  depravity, 
and    the  convention    was  the   great    stage  on 
which  bad  men  contended  for  power.      The  pro- 
gress of  faction,  from  its  first  successful  attempt 
at  anarchy  to  its  termination  in  the  despotism  of 
an  individual,  will  form  a  curious  and  interesting 
topic  for  the  historian,  and  will  serve  to  illus- 
trate the  truth — that   slight  is  the  division  be- 
tween  licentiousness  and  slavery.     Scarcely  had 
the  republican  party,  in  1702,  accomplished  the 
overthrow  of  the  constitution,  than  they  became 
themselves  divided  into  two  opposite  and  inve- 
terate factions,  that  of  the  Gironde  and  that  of 
the  Mountain.      The    latter  had  no  sooner  ob- 
tained a  horrid  and  sanguinary  ascendency  over 
their  unfortunate  opponents,  than  a  second  divi- 
sion took  place,  and  a  contest,  equally  violent 
with  the  former,  now  lay  between  the  jacobins 
and  the  cordeliers.       In  the  midst  however  of 
terror  and  of  death,  there  are  to  be  found  some 
incidents  that    tend  to  soothe    and  solace  the 
feelins:s  of  afflicted  humanity. 

On  the  third  of  February,  three  deputies  from 
the  island  of  St.  Domingo  were  received  into  the 
convention,  as  representatives  of  that  place ;   one 
of  them  was  a  negro,  and  the  other  two  were  of 
that  description  of  persons  called  men  of  colour... 
On  the  succeeding    day,  the  deputies  gave  an  ^ 
account  of  the  trou][)les  in  that  island  ;  and  they 
had  no  sooner  concluded,  than  Lacroix  rose  to 
move  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery  within  the 
dominions  of  France.     The  national  convention 
rose  spontaneously  to  decree  the  proposition  of 
Liacroix ;    and  the  men   of  colour  were  all  do- 
•clared  to  be  French  citizens.    The  most  affecting 
scene  took  place,    and  a    female  negro,    who' 
attended  the  sitting,  fainted    with  joy    at    the 
passing  of  the  decree.     On  the  motion  of  Danton, 
on  the  5th,  the  convention  resolved  to  refer  to 
the  committee    of   public   safety  the  decree  of 
emancipation,  in  order  that  tliey  might  provide 


the  most  effectual  and  safe  means  of  carrying  it 
into  effect,  lest  '*  the  too  sudden  transition  from 
slavery  to  liberty  might  prove  fatal  to  those  for 
whose  advantage  the  vote  had  I^een  decreed.'* 

At  this  period  it  was  resolved  by  the  conven- 
tion, that  the  remains  of  the  famous  Jean  Jacques 
Rousseau  should  be  deposited  in  the  beautiful 
church  of  St.  Genfevjfeve,  now  styled  the  Pan- 
theon.   The  president  upon  that  occasion   said, 
^y  This  illustrious  patriot  has  left  excellent  les- 
sons to  mankind,  to  love  liberty,  morality,  and  the 
divinity.     These  lessond  will  for  ever  confound 
those  false  philosophers  who  profess  to   believe 
neither  in    a    Providence    nor  in    a    Supreme 
Being — ^tlie  only  consolation  of  mankind  in  their , 
last  moments.^' — Religion  was    now  again  the 
order  of  the  day  in  the  national  convention.     The 
number  of  public  executions,  upon  the  most  fri- 
volous and   wanton   pretences,  still  continued, 
nevertheless,  to  be  almost  incredible.    M.  Palis-  . 
sot,  a  dramatic    author,  ^who  had  many    years 
before  written  a  comedy  in  ridicule  of  Rousseau, . 
was  now  destined  to  expiate  this  offence  with  bis  - 
life.    He  wrote  to  tlie  municipality  an  acknow- 
ledgment  of  his    error,  and    of  the  merits  of 
Rousseau :  '*  Yet,''  said  he,  '*  if  Rousseau  were  a. 
God,  you  ought  not  to  sacrifice,  human  victims . 
to  him.'' — This  striking  expression  produced  its 
effect,  and  Palissot  was  released  from  his   im- 
prisonment. 

In  the  course  of  some  of  tlie  preceding 
sittings  a  committee  of  subsistence  had  been 
appointed,  and  on  the  17th  of  February,  they 
brought  up  to  the  bar  of  the  convention  a  table 
of  the  maximum^  or  highest  prices  at  which  the 
necessaries  of  life  should  be  sold  throughout  the 
republic.  The  table  comprehended  provisions,. 
cloUiing,  grocery,  fuel,  and  military  stores  ;  but 
so  far  was  tliis  measure  from  alleviating  the  evils 
of  want,  with  which  the  French  nation  was  at/ 
that  time  visited,  that  it  greatly  increased  their 
number,  and  aggravated  their  pressure. 

The  prodigies  of  valour  performed  by  the 
republican  armies,  and  the  successes  achieved 
by  them  during  the  latter  months  of  the  precediog 
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campaign,  in  some  degree  opened  Ijie  eyes  of  the 
confederate  princes,  and  from  the  proceedings  of 
the   convention  at  this  period,   it   appears  that 
some  secret  advances  had  been  made  on  the  part 
of  the  allies  to  establish  a  trace  for  two.  years 
between    the    belligerent    povirers/    In  a  report 
made  by  Barrere  earlv  in  the  month  of  February, 
from  the  committee  of  public  safety,  he  declared^ 
*^  that  the  coalesced  Kings  were  willing  prad^ 
nonally  to  acknowledge  the  French  republic.'' 
This    was  followed  by  loud  hursts  of  laughter. 
**  Well,'*  said  the  orator,  "  let  us  provisionaUy 
destroy  all  tyrannical  governments."  The  bursts 
of  laughter  changed  to  acclamations  of  applause. 
A  few  days  afterwards,  the  president  of  the  con- 
tention, adverting  to  this  proposition,  exclaimed, 
^^  What  singular    generosity  is  this  towards  a 
nation  of  twenty-five  millions  of  souls,  which  has 
1,200,000  heroes  in  arms  !      Depend,    citizens, 
on  the  incorruptible  Mountain.     It  is  against  thi^ 
rock  that  our  enemies  are  wasting  their  strength!" 
Such  was  the  unshaken  and  well-founded  confi- 
dence, which,  in  the  midst  of  internal  discord  and 
distraction,   was  placed  by  the  existing  govern* 
ment  of  France  in  the  spirit  and  resources  of  the 
country. 

At  the  head  of  the  faction  of  the  cordeliers 
were  Hebert,  Ronsin,  Anacharsis  Clootz,  styled 
the  apostle  of  atheism,  &c. — men  who,  to  con- 
ciliate the  populace,  adopted  the  wildest  theories, 
decried  all  religion,  preached  equality  in  the 
absurdest  extent,  and  recommended  publicly  an 
agrarian  law.  In  the  beginning  of  March,  the 
table  of  the  rights  of  man,  in  the  hall  of  the 
cordeliers,  was  covered  with  black  crape ;  and 
Hebert,  from  the  tribune  of  the  society,  affirmed 
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that  tyranny  existed  in  the  republic.     This  was  I^OOK  f. 

sufficient  to  arouse  the  jealousy  of  Robesp^eite.  '-^ ^— 

Virtue  and  ferocity  were  dedared  in  the  conven-  Chaf.XVI; 
tion,  by  Couthon,  to  be  Are  requisite  order  of  the  ^ 
day ;  and  on  the  25th  of  March,  Hebert,  Ronsin^ 
Clootz,  and  many  others  of  the  same  association, 
were  arrested,  and  brought  before  the  revciu- 
tionary.  tribunal,  and  of  course  condemned  to  the 
guillotine. 

But  what  excited  still  more  amazement  was 
the  arrest  of  Dan  ton,  f  abre  d' Eglantine,  La* 
croix,  Chabot,  Phillippeaux,  Camille  Desmoulins, 
Delaunay,    D' Angers,    Herauli    Sechelles,    the 
Abbe    d'Espagnac,    Gusman,   the   two    Freys^ 
Diendrichen,  Lullier,  and  General  Westermann. 
On  the  2d  of  April,  the  accused  were  brought 
before  the  revolutionaify  tribunal,  and^  after  a  kind 
of  mock  trial,  .  Dantoii,   Camille  DesmouIhiSy 
Lacroix,  Phillippeaux,   Sechelles,  and  Wester- 
mann, were  found  guilty  of  plotting  to  efiect  a 
counter-revolution    for  the  re-establis^hment   of 
monarchy !   by  the  destruction  of  the  national 
representation  and  the  republican  government ; 
and  all  the  other  prisoners,  with  the  exception 
of  Lullier,  who  was  acquitted,  were  convicted 
of  corrupt  practices.      At  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  5th  of.  April,  sentence  of  death 
was  pronounced  upon  the  prisoners,  and  witfafiit 
three  hours  they  were  conveyed  in  carts  from  the 
Conciergerie  to  the  ptece  where  state  prisoners 
were  usually  .executed.  Danton,  who  suffered  the 
last,  when  he  was  tied  to  ihe  plank,  cast  up  his 
eyes  to  the  fat6l  axe,  and  his  countenance   and 
figure    assumed  an  air  of  magnanimity,    with 
which  the  spectators  were  deeply  penetrated.* 
It  is  a  singular  circumstance,  well  worthy  of 


*  Danton. — J.  6.  Danton,  an  advocate  to  the  council,  was  born  at  Arcis*sar-Aube,  on  the  2Gth  of  October,  1769.  His 
height  was  colossal,  his  make  athletic,,  his  features  strongly  markod,  coarse,  and  displeasing  ;  his  voice  shook  the  dome  of 
the  hall,  his  elocution  was  vehement,  and  his  images  gigantic.  Xhese  qualities  contributed  to  give  him  infloenoe  in  the 
districts,  at  the  beginning  of  the  revolution.  He  was  successively  the  friend  of  Mirabeau,  of  Marat,  and  of  Robespierrey 
whose  victim  he  became.  In  1790,  he  called  on  the  national  assembly,  in  the  name  of  the  forty-eight  sections  of  Paris,  to 
require  Louis  XVI.  to  give  tip  his  ministers,  who  had  lost  the  confidence  of  the  nation.  In  February,  1791,  hiBwas 
elected  member  for  the  department  of  Paris.  In  November  he  was  appointed,  deputy -attorney  for  thecommane  t^.Paris. 
His  power  in  the  meti'opolis  increased  greatly.  In  1792,  he  was  vne  of  those  who  organized  the  sanguinary  scenes  of 
August  10th,  by  appearing  on  the  8th,  at  the  bar  of  the  assemb^,  to  declare,  thi|t  if  <the  kiiig's  depositiou  were  not  decreed, 
the  section  of  cordeliers  would  rise  and  trample  ojn  the  government.  Louis  XVI.  havin&r  been  renaeved  from  tlie  throne  on 
the  10th,  Danton  became  a  member  of  the  provisional  executive  council,  obtained  the  appointment  of  <admi]iistrator  of 
justice,  and  accepted  the  nomination  of  agents  to  the  army,  and  to  the  departments,  which  gave  him  •  o^^piovtu^ities  of. 
engaging  man^r  in  his  interests.  No  sooner  was  he  admitted  into  the  ministjy,  than  he  employed  himself  witb  great  sue*-' 
eess  m'  awakening  that  spirit  of  military  enthusiasm,  wbich,  by  its  influence,  at  first  checked,  and  ultimately  expelled  tiie 
allied  armies  from  the  territories  of  the  republic.  On  the  third  of  September,  tlie  entrance  of  the  Prussians  mtn  Cbwn- 
pagne  spread  consternation  through  the  metropolis,  and  disturbed  ^the  members  of  the.  govern  meat  j^ll  the  ftiinisters, 
the  distingaished  deputies,  and  Robespierre  himself,  who  was  then  apprehensive  of  lirissot,  assembled  at  the  bouse  of 
Danton,  who  alone  retaining  his  courage,  seized  in  a  manner  all  pu^v  er,  dictated  the  measures  of  defence  which  were  then 
taken,  and  prevented  the  assembly  from  removing  to  the  other  side  of  the  Loire.  At  this  time  began  that  inveterate  hatred 
which  Robespierre  nourished  against  him,  who  never  forgave  the  ascendency  Danton  bad  then  exerciseU ;  and  canning  at 
Irv^t  triumphed  over  hardihood.  The  department  of  Paris  naving  elected  Danton  to  the  convention,  he  pn>posed,  at  the  very 
first  meeting,  that  all  property  should  be  secured  by  a  decree :  he  had  a  law  passed,  deelaiiug  all  citizens  admissible  to  the 
ofiice  of  judge,  and  he  reproached  the  old  magistracy  with  its  servility  and  attachiaent  to  munar9hy. 

On  llie  25th  of  September,  the  Girondines  gave  warning  that  the  d^partm^t  of  Paris,.-4«  ii^ueh  ht  Mcbged,  sni« brood*- 
ing  on  a  scheme  for  a  dictatorship.  This  accusation  took  its  rise  firom  the  pavers  of  Mafal ;  tliocharge  was  rfpelled  wiftK 
vehemence  by  Danton,  who  condemned  Marat,  representing  him  as  the  woulu-be-king.^  %he  reppblieiin  *partv ,  and  by  hii 
■leaas,  the  punishment  of  death  was  awarded  against  all  who  should  Utfi^jfi  j#,8«lt^^fnift(Maptfff.tslMMisag<3WW^      ik 
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*VOOK  L  vemadk:  in  tbia  place,  thai  io  the.  short  space  of 
TT — — -  twpyeart,  almost  every  ittdWidaal  of  theprinci- 
ikuf.  XVI.  pal  actors  of  the  10th  of  Aanat,  was  brought  to 
a  vipleat  end.  Dantoii  and  WeatennaiiB,  the 
ibrmer  y^o  directed,  and  the  latter  who  executed 
the  councils  of  the  insurgents,  perished  on  the 
same  daj)  and  on  the  same  scaffold ! 

The  execution  of  Danton  and  his  fellow- 
sufferers  was  followed  by  that  of  General  Arthur 
Pilloa,  who  had  formerly  commanded  that  divi- 
sion  of  the  French  army,  which,  in  the  campaign 
of  l70i,  had  so  nllantly  repulsed  the  Prussians : 
the  gmeral  had  been  accused,  along  with  Madame 
PesmouUns,  of  a  plot  to  oYertum  the  government, 
find  fell  a  sacrifice  to  those  bIood*thirsty  counsels 
by  which  the  goTemment  of  France  was  now 
directed.  The  prisons  of  Psris  w«re,  during  die 
reign  of  terror,  crowded  with  yictims  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  at  one  period  their 
number  is  said  to  have  amounted  to  between  seven 
and  right  thousand!  In  contemplating  this 
black  and  dismal  catalogue,  the  eye  of  humanity 
will  be  arrested  by  the  nite  of  the  venerable  and 
intrepid  defender  of  die  unfortunate  Louis  X  VI. 
Lamoignon  Malesherbes;  and  they  who  have 
read  the  interesting  memoirs  of  the  eccentric,  but 
perseraled  Baron  Trends,  will  lament,  that  one 
wlM>se  Itfe  had  been  embittered  by  the  ignominous 
cruelty  of  despotism,  should  at  lengdi  he  deprived 
of  existenoe  by  a  new  kind  of  tyranny,  and  that 
in  a  oountry  whithyr  he  had  fled  in  the  hope  of 
et^oytng  perfect  lifa«ity. 

To  enter'on  a  paiiicular  detail  of  the  muUi- 
tudes  who  at  this  period  were  saeriftced  bv  the 
vordenting  revolutionary  tribunal,  would  ne  to 
emunerate  a  Imig  catalogue  of  crimes.  One  iUna* 
triotts  victun  it  is,  howev^,  necessary  to  notice. 


one  not  less  eminent  for  her  purity  andvirtues^ 
than  for  her  rank  and  family.  On  the  10th  of 
May,  Fouquier  TinviUe,  the  public  accuser, 
made  a  formal  demand  to  the  commune  of  Parisj 
that  the  sister  of  Louis  XVI.  the  Princess  Blisa- 
beth,  should  be  tnunediately  delivered  up  to  the 
revolutionary  tribunal.  On  the  same  day,  the 
unfortunate  princess  was  conveyed  to  the  Con* 
ciergerie,  and  on  the  ISth  was  brought  before 
the  inflexible  judges.  The  trial  was  conducted 
in  tfieir  usual  summary  way,  and  consisted  only 
of  a  series  of  interrogi^riea,  whidi  were  put  to 
the  prisoner.  No  vritnesses  were  called ;  and 
the  hrutel  conduct  of  the  judges  reminds  us  of 
the  mock  trials  which  were  instituted  in  tliis 
country,  in  the  corrupt  and  tyraniucal  reign  of 
James  II. — ^When  questioned  as  to  vriiat  the 
judges  termed  the  conspiracy  of  July,  1780,  she 
simply  answered,  that  she  had  no  knowledge  of 
any  such  conspiracy,  and  the  events  which  then 
took  place,  she  was  incapable  either  of  foreseeing 
or  seconding.  She  admitted  that  she  accom* 
panied  her  toother  in  his  flight  to  Varennes ; 
but  when  questioned  vrith  respect  to  the  '^  orgies 
of  the  body  guard,**  she  declared,  that  she  was^ 
totally  uninformed  of  their  having  happened,  and 
had  no  concern  in  them.  With  equal  firmnesa 
and  dignity,  she  repelled  some  ridiculous  charges 
relative  tb  her  conduct  on  the  lOtfa  of  August, 
170i ;  and  with  respect  to  the  diamonds  which 
it  was  alleged  she  had  sent  to  the  Count  d*Artois, 
she  declared  that  she  only  placed  them  in  the 
hands  of  M.  Choiseul,  as  a  trusty  person,  and 
knew  not  was  become  of  them,  ohe  utterly 
denied  having  maintained  any  correspondence 
vrith  the  emigrants,  even  her  Imthers ;  and  wh^i 
charged  vrith  having  encouraged  her  nephew  in 


f^saee.  Abeul  the  end  of  Oietober  he  bccsnw  one  of  Ifae  reToIatiomry  oomndttee ;  he  was  president  of  the  Jscohios,  when 
Ihmoorits  sppesred  More  them,  with  a  pronise  of  MiTering  the  people  fronmsmiy,  sadtoMhim,  that  he  too  desired 
loses  the  aike  sod  the  red  cop  triomph  oyercrowns  snd  seeptres.  On  his  return  from  smiaeioa  to  HoUsad,  where  he,  with 
iNioii  of  Sure  sad  Loire»  bed  ooeaeioncd  the  moot  rioleot  tomulu,  he  voted  for  die  king*i  deeth,  hroofl;ht  on  the  war 
with  8paia,  sad  stnve  to  appease  the  oonteDtioBe  of  the  Jaoobiae  aod  Girondint.  On  the  36th  of  Jniy»  1703,  he  was 
ohAeen  preiident,  aad  on  the  tiatof  Aog^net,  proposed  to  erect  the  committee  of  puUieeafeiy  into  a  prorisiooal  fOTemment  % 
ssi  in  that  capaoity  he  obtained  a  decree  ordabrngpaUbedacatioB  and  national  eetaWb  where  the  cbudreasboakt 

bd  jnrataitoady  taught,  fed,  ai)4  lodged.  On  the  dOth  of  NoTemher,  the  featiTals,  called  those  of  Reason,  at  which  the 
HAertists  presidea,  indaoed  him  to  deeUum  once  more  against  the  unseasonable  attacks  made  on  the  ministers  of  divine 
wsnlnp,  aad  he  even  proposed  to  consecrate  a  day  to  the  Supreme  Being ;  "  for,"  said  he,  *'  we  did  not  striTc  to  annihilate 
enparstitiim  fnr  the  sake  of  establishing  the  reign  of  athnnn/*  After  the  death  of  Hubert,  the  hatred  which  sobdetea 
bsiweea  Rebespims  aad  Daaton  was  converted  mto  open  war.  Danton  was  desirous  of  OTertomimr  that  despotism  which 
Habeepicwa  merciaed  over  the  cemmittse :  and  Robespierre,  with  more  address,  sought  to  destroy  Danton,  inordertofreo 
hhim  ftott  adaagerons  rival.  With  this  view.  Saint  Just,  a  creatare  of  the  tyrant  Robespierre,  lo%ed  an  informatioB 
agmnat  hha  with,  the  oommittee  of  public  safety,  and  he  was  arrested  in  the  night  of  March  the  31st,  Im,  with  those  who 
were  called  his  aeoomplioes.  At  his  trial  before  the  revolationary  tribunal,  when  asked  the  usual  question,  resoecting  his 
name  aad  reaideBoe.  he  replied,  **  My  residence  wiH  soon  be  a  nonentity,  but  my  name  will  live  for  ever  in  thenDtfaeonof 
««  hislofy  !**  To  the  prelifait,  who  leproacbod  him  with  his  botdness,  he  said,  «*  IndividusI  boldness  is  doubtless  repre- 
^  hsnilHIs;  bat  aatioaalboldnesSy  of  which  I  have  given  so  many  examples,  is  allowable,  and  eron  necessary,  andl  glory 
^  is  possessing  it!**  ConvictioB  of  course  followed  his  trial,  aad  on  his  return  to  the  Concieigerie  he  eaclaimed,  '« It  is 
**  the  aaaiveraary  of  tfie  day  oa  which  I  caused  the  iastitutton  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  for  which  I  implore  pardon  of 
**  Oodaadmen!  I  leave  eteiy  thing  ia  dreadful  coaiiisioa:  there  is  not  one  among  tiiem  that  understands  any  thing  <^ 
''  apsvsnuneat  Afterall,  «i«y  aiesnehbi«thrai  as  Caia;  Brissot  would  have  had  me  guiOotiaed,  evea  as  Robespims 
fasasegailiiiiisd.*'  Whsn  sanMwhatioeo?eredAom  his  fhstparoinrsms,  he  ascended  the  Iktal  cart  with  resolotim^ 
d  withoal  rsmtaaee»  One  thought,  one  feeling,  tonied  towards  his  ramHy,  and  afTected  him  lor  a  BMnaent.  "  Oh,  my 
••  wife,  my  bssi  batoisd,>>  criedhe,  «<  I  shall  see  thee  ao  moie!*'  Suddenlv  breaking  shorty  heexdtOmed,  "Dsntoa,  as 
-.  — . ...  _. . ^.  . ^  scaffdd,  met  hbrftts. 
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the  bopea  of  .succeeding  to  bis  father's  throne^ 
fibe  replied,-^'^  I  have  conversed  familiarly  with 
that  unfortunate  child,  who  is  dear  to  me  onjmore 
than  one  account,  and  I  gave  him  all  those 
consolations  which  appeared  to  m^  likely  io^ 
reooncile  him  to  the  loss  of  those  who  had  gjiveni 
him  birth.''  This  reply  was  construed  into  a, 
confession  that  she  had  encouraged  the  child  in 
these  fallacious  hopes,  and  without  further  inter^ 
rogatory  she  was  condemned. 

The  unfortunate  princess  wasnoUy  supported 
in  the  lost  scene  by  the  consolations  of  religion. 
She  betrayed  some  emotion  at  the  first  sight  of 
the  guillotine ;  but  she  presently  resumed  a  look 
of  pious  resignation,  and  was  executed  the  last 
of  twenty-six  persons  who  were  carried  to  the 
scaffold  on  the  sam^  day. 

In  order  to  demonstrate  that  the  most  atro-  ' 
cfous  acts  may  be  as  intimately  associated  with 
rieligious  hypocrisy,  as  with  open  profaneness,  a 
grand  festival  was,  a  few  days  afterwards, 
(June  81,)  observed  in ,  honour  of  the  Supreme 
Being!  The  prieside^t  of  the  convention,  from 
the  midst  of  'a  spacious  amphitheatre  adorned' 
with  lestoons  and  garlands,  made  an  oration  to 
the  immense  surrounding  multitude,  exhorting 
them  to  adore  the  great  Author  of  Nature. 
During  the  performance  of  a  solemn  symphony, 
he  descended  from  the  tribune  armed  with  the' 
torch  of  truth,  and  approached  a  hideous 
monster  representing  atheism,  which,  on  being 
touched  on  the  torch,  instantly  vanished,  and 
the  resplendent  figure  of  i^isdom  occupied  its 

{»lace.  Such  are  the  gandy  shows  which  human 
oily  has  ever  been  eager  to  substitute  for  ra- 
tional devotion,  and  in  which  the  divine  sim- 
plicity of  pure  religion  is  obscured  and  lost. 

No  sooner  had  Robespierre  reached  the 
summit  of  power,  than  the  basis  on  which.it 
stood  seemed  to  totter  under  him«  After  the 
proscription  and  immolation  of  thousands  to  his  - 
own  safety,  tortured  by  ceaseless  suspicion  and 
remorse,  he  sought  in  vain  to  convert  his  couch 
of  thorns  into  a  bcil  of  roses.  That  terror  which 
he  had  infused  into  the  minds  of  all,  at  length 
appeared  to  have  taken  entire  possession  of  his 
own.  He  was  continually  haunted  with  the  ap- 
prehensions of  approaching  death  :  solitary  and 
abstracted  in  the  midst  of  company,  he  seemed 
to  hear  only  the  cries  of  the  victims  whom  he  had 
sacrificed ;  and  to  discern,  through  the  medium 
of  a  disturbed  vision,  nought  but  mystic  cha- 
racters which  portended  his  speedy  and  inevitable 
destruction. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  Bourdon  de  TOise,  a 
member  of  the  conventional  assembly,  had  the 
courage  to  demand  that  the  decree  which- 
aQtrmed  the  inviolability  of  the  national  repre- 
sentti^tives  should  be  again  established ;  and  that 
(No.  8.) 
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no  member  should*  be  brought  before  the  revo-   BOOK  F. 
iutionary  tribunal  but  in  consequence  of  a  decree  . 

of  accusation  passed  by  the  assembly  itself,  Chap.XYI* 
instead  of  an  order  from  the  committee  of  safety, 
where  Robespierre,,  and  the  vile  instruments'  of 
ht^  horrible  .tyrannyV  Ceutbon  and  St.  Just^ 
b^re  absojute  sway.  This  was  carried  before  the* 
tyrant  could  recover  from  his  surprise.  From 
this  time  the  party  formed  ^against  liim  rapidly* 
increased,  and  even  his  celebrated  colleague, 
the  artful,  the  penetrating,  the  inaidiotts  Bar- 
rere,  took*  a  secret,  though  efficient,  part  in: 
plotting  his  overthrow. 

The  suspicions  entertained  by  the  tyrant  of 
his  danger,  appeared  from  the  successive  speeches 
which  he  pronounced  at  the  hall  of  the  Jacobins 
at  this  period ;  and  one  in  particular,  on  the 
16th  of  J  uly,  in  which  he  declared  that  a  counter- 
revolutionary committee  actually  existed  in  the 
republic.     That  he  meditated  the  speedy   de- 
struction of  all  those  whom  he  now  regarded  as. 
his  enemies  was  manifest ;  and  it  was  rumoured 
that  he  meant  at  the  same  time  openly  to  assume 
the  office  of  Director  of  the  republic.    Whether  he 
was  aware  that  Barr^re  was  of  the  number  of 
his  adversaries,  is  doubtful.     That  extraordinary 
ipan  made,  on  the  23d  of  July,  a  speech  in  the 
convention,  well  calculated  to  lull  bim  into  a 
false  security.    '^  This  government,  (said  he)  is 
odious  on  account  of  its  energy.    Let  me  con- 
jure the  convention  not  to  sleep  on  its  victories. ' 
but  to  strike  terror  among  the  conspirators." 
On  the  25th  of  July,  Robespierre  delivif;red  an 
oration  in  the  convention,  in  which  he  plainly  in- 
dicated his  future  project.    '*  What  ai  terrible  use 
(said  he)   have  our  enemies  made  of  a  word 
which  at  Rome  was  applied  only  to  a  public  func- 
tion !'*     The  speech  was  heard  with  symptoms 
of  contempt ;  many  things  in  it  contested  ;  and 
it  was  evident  that  his  influence  in  the  conven- 
tion was  lost.     This  was  the  critical  moment. 
The  armed  force  of  Paris,  under  Henriot,  was 
still  at  his  devotion  i  but  his  resolution,  and  even 
his  sagaoity,  seemed  to  fail  him  ;  his  popularity 
was  evidently  declining,  and  the  applauses  of 
the  galleries  attended  the  speeches-  of  his  oppo- 
nents, who,  on  their  part,  perceived  that  they 
had  already  gone  too  far  to  recede* 

In  the  sitting  of  the  9th  ef  Thermidor 
(July  27),  Billaud  Varennes  complained  openly 
**  that  the  armed  force  of  Paris  was  intrusted 
to  parricidal  bands.  Henriot  (said  he)  was  de- 
nounced as  the  accomplice  of  Hubert.  One  man 
alone  had  the  audacity  to  support  him.  Need  I. 
name  him  ? — Robespierre."  He  then  proceeded 
to  recount  with  energy  his  acts  of  blood  and  op- 
.pression  ;  and  accused  him,  without  reserve,  of 
harbouring  an  infamous  design  of  making  himself 
dictator. .  "  In  order  to  eflect  his  purpose  (said 
this' orator)  he  has  resolvedio  mutilatte  tke  eonvenf*' 
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BOOK  1.  tion,  to  leave  there  only  men  as  vile  as  himself, 

". and  to  inflict  a  fatal  blow  on  the  representatives 

Chap.XVI.  of  the  people.  I  proclaim,  I  proclaim  the 
tyranny  of  Hobespierre."  Bursts  of  applause 
resounded  from  all  parts  of  the  hall.  Kobes- 
pierre  here  reddening  vrith  fury,  darted  towards 
the  tribune,  while  a  number  of  voices  exclaimed  j 
**  Down  with  the  tyrant !  Down  with  the 
tyrant!**  Loaded  with  universal  im])recations, 
he  was  not  suffered  to  speak  in  his  own  defence  ; 
and  Tallien  rose  to  congratulate  the  convention 
that  the  veil  was  at  length  withdrawn,  and  the 
real  conspirators  unmasked.  ^*  Every  thing,"  said 
he,  ^'  announces  that  the  enemy  of  the  nation  is 
about  to  fall.  In  the  house  of  that  guilty  man, 
who  now  stands  humbled  with  the  consciousness 
of  detected  crimes,  and  overwhelmed  with  that 
detestation  which  his  infamous  designs  against 
liberty  have  so  justly  merited,  were  formed  those 
lists  of  proscription  which  have  stained  with  so 
much  blood  the  altars  of  rising  liberty.  He 
copied  the  example  of  the  detestable  Sylla.  His 
proscriptions  were  intended  only  to  prepare  the 
.  way  for  his  own  power  and  the  establishment  of 
.  a  perpetual  dictatorship. — ^Was  it  to  subject  our- 
: ,  selves  to  so  abject  and  degrading  a  tyranny  that 
^  we  brought  to  the  scaffold  the  last  of  the  Capets, 
that  we  declared  eterns^  war  against  kings,  and 
swore  to  establish  liberty  as  the  price  of  life  f 
No !.  the  spirit  of  liberty  has  not  sunk  so  low.  I 
invoke  the  shade  of  the  virtuous  Brutus ;  like 
him  I  have  a  poniard  to  rid  my  country  of  the 
tyrant,  if  the  convention  do  not  deliver  him  to 
the  sword  of  justice.  Let  us,  republicans,  accuse 
bim,  with  the  courage  that  springs  from  loyalty, 
in  the  presence  of  the  French  people ;  and  as  it 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  chiefs  of 
the  armed  force  do  no  mischief,  I  move  that 
Henriot  and  all  his  staff  be  arrested.  I  move 
that  our  sittings  be  permanent  until  the  sword 
of  the  law  has  secured  to  us  this  revolution.  I 
also  move  that  Robespibrrb  and  his  creatures  be 
immediately  arrested."  These  motions  were 
passed  amidst  tumults  of  applause. — Barrdre 
was  now  called  upon  to  speak  in  the  name  of  the 
committee  of  public  safety,  and  after  proposing 
that  the  national  guard  resume  its  original  orga- 
nization, and  that  the  mayor  of  Paris  be  respon- 
sible for  the  safety  of  the  national  representation, 
he  joined  without  reserve  in  invectives  against 
tiie  fallen  tyrant,  ^*wbo  has  had  the  art,"  said  he, 
^*  of  wearing  so  many  different  masks  ;  and,  when 
he  bad  no  longer  occasion  for  his  creatures,  has 
made  no  scruple  to  send  them  to  the  guillotine, 
as  Camille  Desmoulins,  Bazire,  Chabot,  and 
others." — Robespierre,  lost  in  amazement  and 
consternation,  submitted  without  farther  resis- 
laBCe  to  the  decree  of  the  convention,  and  was 
ffuarded  by  proper  olBcers  to  the  prison  of  the 
Lunembourg; — the    governor  of    which^  being 


one  of  hisr  creatures,  refused  to  receive  him; 
upon  which  he  was  conducted  to  the  Hotel-de- 
Vilie., 

In  the  mean  time  Henriot  had  ^found  means 
to  escape,  and  with  the  activity  inspired  by  desr 

Jeration,    rallied  his  adherents.     Dividing  his 
>rees  into  three  bodies,  he  attempted  at  once  to 
stttack  the  Hotel-de-Ville,  the  committee  of  pub- 
lic safety,  aud  the  convention.     The  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  shewed  in  this  moment  of 
danger  much  courage  and  presence  of .  mind. 
No  sooner  were  they  apprised  of  the  state  of 
things,  than  they  declared  Robespierre  and  his 
accomplices  outlaws  and  traitors.     Barras  was 
appointed  commander-in-chief:   and   a   procla- 
mation was  issued,  exhorting  the  people  to  assert 
their  liberty,    and  defend  the  national   conven* 
tion.     The  sections  of  Paris  came  in  succession 
to  the  bar,  and  took  an  oath  to  acknowledge 
no  authority  but  that  of  the  convention.     The 
president,  Collot  d'Herbois,  in  returning  thanks 
to  them  in  the  name  of  the  assembly,  expressed 
his  hope  that  the  sun  would  not  go  down  before 
the  heads  of  the  traitors  should  fall.     In  conse- 
quence of  these  measures  the  troops  of  Henriot 
almost  universally  abandoned  him  ;  and  he  him- 
self, with  the  remainder,  took  possession  of  the 
Hotel- de-ViIle»    Here,  at  two  hours  after  mid- 
night, they  were  vigorously  assaulted  by  a  deter- 
mined party  of  the  conventional  guard,  headed 
by  Bourdon  de  TOise,  aud  other  commissioners 
of  the  convention,   who  rushed  boldly  forward 
into  the  hall  of  the  commune.     The  insurgents, 
after  a  short  and  fruitless  resistance,  attempted 
in  the  last  agonies  of  wild  despair  to  turn  their 
arms  against  themselves.     Robespierre,  already 
wounded  in  the  side  by  a  sabre,  discharged  a 
pistol  in  his  mouth  with  no  other  effect  than  to 
shatter  and  disfigure  his  countenance.     Le  Bas 
shot  himself  dead  upon  the  spot,  and  Couthon 
stabbed  himself  with  a  poniard.     Henriot,  while 
haranguing  the  populace  from  an  upper  window, 
was  thrown  down  at  their  wish,  and  shockingly 
wounded  by  the  violence  of  the  fall.     At  six  in 
the  morning,  the  convention  suspended  its  sitting. 
The  victory  being  now  decided,  Robespierre  and 
the  rest  of  the  criminals  outlawed  by  the  conven- 
tion were  immediately  conveyed  to  the  revolu- 
tionary  tribunal,    merely    for   the    purpose   of 
identifying   their  persons,    and  then    conveyed 
to  the  place  of  justice,  and  on  the  evening  of 
the   same   day,    (July  28)    to  the  number  of 
twenty-one,  executed  in  the  Place  delaR^voIution, 
amidst  the  loudest  and  most  general  acclamations 
of  joy.*   The  eyes  of  the  spectators  were  chiefly 
fixed  upon  Robespierre,  Couthon/^  and  Henriot, 
who  exhibited  a  ghadtly  picture  of  blood,  mingled 
with  dust,  and  covered  with  wounds.     Robes- 
pierre was  executed  last,  but  remained  on  the  scaf*  ' 
fold  wholly  speechless  aud  petrified  with  horror. 
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Such  ivas  the  merited  doom  of  a  tyrant, 
destined,  by  uniyersai  consent,  to  be  ranked  in 
the  black  catalogue  of  the  Neros,  the  Catiltnes, 
and  the  Borgia^c,  whose  names  are  held  up  from 
age  to  age  to  the  eternal  execratipn  of  .mankind. 
Immediately  after  tliis  great  and  happy  e?ent, 
a  Tery  general  alteration  and  amelioration  took 
place  in  the  different  branches  of  the  provisional 
goTernment  of  France  *  The  Jacobin  club  was 
entirely  demolished,  and  the  remains  of  the 
Gironde  party,  excluded  and  proscribed  from 
the  month  of  May,  1793,  to  the  number  of 
seyenty-one,  were  now  restored  to  their  seats  in 
the  cenvention.  Dumas,  president  of  the  hor* 
rid  reyolutiouary  tribunal,  Fouquier  Tinyille, 
the  public  accuser,  Carri^re,  conyentional  Qom- 
missioner,   the    destroyer  of  La   Vendue,    and 
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yarious  others  of  the  same  description,  lost  their  BOOK  I. 

liyes  most  deservedly  on  the  pubbc  sca^old.    At  -; — - 

the  same  time  hundreds  were  released  from  the  y"^''-^^*; 
different  state  prisons,  who,  but  for  the  late 
reyolution,  would  probably  have  fallen  misersftle 
yictims  to  the  Robespierrian  tyranay;  aod  the 
infamous  decree  of  the  convention,  for  refusing- 
quarter  to  tlie  English  add  Hanoverian  soldiery, 
was  formally  rescinded..  The  insurgents  of  the 
departments  of  La  Vendue  and  La  Loire  had 
neyer  been  completely  subdued,  and  thousands 
were  still  sheltered  in  the  natural  recesses  of 
that  romantic  country,  under  their  leaders  Cha- 
rette  and  Stofflet.  A  general  amnesty,  howeyer, 
being  now  published,  they  almost  uniyersally  laid 
down  their  arms,  and  submitted  to  the  authoritjf 
of  the  convention. 


*  Maxim lUEN  Isioore  Robespierre  was  borta  at  Arras,  in  1759.  His  father,  a  barrister  in  the  superior  council  of 
Artois,  having  ruined  himself  by  his  prodigality,  left  France  long  before  the  rerolution,  established  a  school  for  the  French 
at  Cologne,  and  went  into  England,  and  thence  to  America,  where  he  suffered  his  friends  to  be  ignorant  of  bis  existence* 
Uts  mother,  whose  name  was  Maria  Josephs  Carreau,  was  the  daughter  of  a  brewer;  she  soon  died,  leaving  her  sou 
only  nine  jyears  old,  and  a  brother,  who  shared  his  fate.  The  Bishop  of  Arras,  M.  De  Consie,  who  afterwards  shewed 
such  aversion  to  the  principles  of  the  revolutioD,  contributed  to  send  Robespierre  to  the  college  of  Louis  le  Grand,  where  h^ 
g^bt  him  admitted  upon  the  foundation^ 

The  political  troubles  of  1788  heated  his  imagination  ;  he  was  soon  remarked  in  the  revolutionary  meetings  in  1789, 
and  the  tiers-^tat  of  the  province  of  Artois  afterwards  appointed  him  one  of  their  deputies  to  the  states-general.  In  1790, 
he  continued  to  guin  power  with  the  clubs,  while  he  was  despised  in  the  assembly.  On  the  90th  of  May,  1791,  he  declared ' 
in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  the  punishment  of  death  ;  and  this  man,  who,  but  a  few  months  afterwards,  caused  rivers  of* 
blood  to  flow,  maintainetl  that  this  punishment  could  have  been  invented  only  by  tyrants.  Having  connected  himself  witit 
Danton^  and  Marat,  he  made  use  ot  the  impetuosity  of  the  latter,  without  fearing  to  find  a  rival  in  him;  and  though  he 
dreaded  the  ascendant  of  the  former,  he  suj>ported  himself  by  his  character  and  his  revolutionary  forms,  as  long  as  he 
had  other  enemies  to  combat.  With  the  help  of  such  auxiliaries,  he  already  exercised  great  authority  over  the  jacobins^ 
and  by  thetn  over  the  capital,  which  in  its  turn  influenced  the  legislature  and  the  provinces.  On  the  dOth  of  November, 
1792,  he  demanded  that  **  the  last  tyrant  of  France  (Louis  XVI.)  should  be  tried  without  dehiy,  that  the  punishment  dua 
to  his  crimes  might  be  a^itidged  to  him;"  and  on  the  10th  of  April,  he  moved  that  the  queen,  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
Sillery,  Guadet,  Gensonn^,  and  Brissot,  should  be  sent  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal.  This  multiplicity  of  denuncia- 
tions and  executions  awoke  in  all  minds  a  suspicion  and  terror  which  soon  gave  to  Pftris  and  to  all  Franoe  the  appearance  of 
a.  desert;  scarcely  durst  people  speak  to  each  other,  and  every  man  raought  he  saw  a  denunciator  in  the  person  that 
he  met.  Danton,  whose  energy  had  been  so  useful  to  him,  and  in  whose  shadow  he  had  so  often  walked,  while  he 
detested  him,  had  helped  to  sweep  away  the  other  factions  before  him :  the  two  parties,  of  which  they  were  the  headsf 
then  alone  remained,  and  it  was  necessary  that  one  or  the  other  should  sink.  Af\er  having  in  a  manner  shared  his  powe^ 
with  him,  he  had  taken  care  to  deprive  him  of  his  popularity  by  sending  him  to  enrich  himself  in  Holland  ;  and  afterwards  a 
week  was  sufBcient  to  have  Danton  arrested,  accused,  and  send  to  the  scaffold,  with  Desmoulins,  Lacroix,  Fabre,  Sec. 
In  the  course  of  the  same  month,  (April)  he  also  delivered  over  to  the  revolutionary  tribunal  the  remainder  of  the  party 
of  the  conamune,  and  of  that  of  the  C  ordeliers,  whom  he  termed  *^  atheists ;"  and  from  that  time  till  his  fall,  his  power  found  - 
no  more  rivals. 

A  storm  was  however  gradually  gathering  in  silence,  which  was  soon  to  burst  upon  his  head.  On  the  10th  of 
Jun^,  1794,  Runmps,  and  eKpecially  Bourdon  de  POise,  ventured  to  shew  some  suipicion  of  the  committee  of  publio 
safety,  which  occasione'i  on  the  lit  ha  debate,  in  which  Robespierre  spoke  with  haughtiness,  and  his  confidant,  Barr^re^ 
and  Billaud-Varenni  8,  who  were  to  be  his  accusers  a  month  afterwards,  put  Tallien  to  silence  when  he  undertook 
the  defence  of  Bourdon  ;  the  two  last  and  their  friend^  saw  that  they  were  irretrievably  ruined,  and  from  that  time  they 
redoubled  their  efforts  to  overthrow  Robespierre.  The  task  was  less  arduous  than  might  nave  been  expected ;  and  it  required 
only  a  firm  resolution  on  the  part  of  his  adversaries  to  dissolve  that  spell,  which  hadhv  its  magical  operation  imposed  the 
most  galling  and  oppressive  bunlens  on  a  pe«>ple  boasting  of  their  entnustastic  love  of  freedom.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1.794, 
Robesnierrf  was  denounced  by  Tallien  and  his  former  friend  Billaud  Varennes,  and  after  having  been  doomed  to  hear,  in  that 
assembly  where  his  name  had  but  lately  struck  every  mind  with  terror,  the  cry  of  **  Down  with  the  Tyrant  ;*'  he  was 
hurried,  witii  his  brotht'r,St.  Just,  Couthon,  and  Le  Bas,  to  the  prison  of  the  Conciergerie.  At  the  moment  when  he  was 
goinjs^  to  be  seized,  he  attempted  to  destroy  himself  with  a  pistol-shot,  but  be  only  shattered  his  nnder  jaw.  He  was  im« 
mediately  led  into  the  lobby  of  the  meeting-hall,  and  then  shut  up  in  the  Conciergerie.  Whilst  he  was  in  the  anii* 
chamber  of  the  committee,  a  slight  dressings  was  put  upon  his  wouniP^  when  wishing  to  wine  away  the  blood,  with  which 
his  mouth  was  filled,  he  was  presented  with  a  cloth  already  moist  with  blood  ;  this  he  pushed  away,  on  which  one  of  his 
attendants  addressing  him,  said,  '*  It  is  blood,  it  is  what  thou  likest."  On  requesting  that  pen  and  ink  might  be  brought 
him,  his  gaoler  said,  **  What  dost  thou  want  with  it  ?  Is  it  to  write  to  thy  Maker  ?  Thou  wilt  see  hiin  without  delay  !'*  Ou 
h\a  way  to  execution,  themob  stopt  him  before  the  house  where  he  lived  ;  some  women  danced  befoi'e  the  cart,  and  one  of 
thetn  cried  out  to  him,  **  Thy  execution  intoxicates  me  with  joy  I  Descend  to  hell,  with  the  curses  of  all  wives  and  of  all 
methers !"  The  executioner,  when  about  to  put  him  to  death,  tore  the  dressing  off  his  wound  ;  he  uttered  ahorrible  cry  ;  hi»  - 
under  jaw  .separated  from  the  upper ;  and  his  ht  ad  presented  a  most  hideous  spectacle.  He  died  at  the  age  of  36.  The  fol- 
lowing epitaph  was  written  for  nim :  **  Passenger,  lament  not  his  fate,  for,  were  he  living,  thou  wonldst  be  dead."  Of  all  ^ 
the  |)ublic  characters  produced  by  the  French  revolution,  none  hac  lef\  a  name  so  abborr^l  as  RoBfi^PiEauB. 
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*    ALTHOUGH  it  is  not  the  proper  business 

of  this  work  to  enter  into  the  details  of  civil  his-. 

Chap.  XVII.  tory,  yet  there  are  a  number  ot  prominent  events 

^'^•^v'**^  in  the  public  concerns  of  our  own  country,  which 

J792      cjinnot,  with  pi;opri.c?ty,  be^  passed  over  in  silencci 

and   more  especially  a^    many  of  them  stand 

closely  connected  with  tlie  Wars  of  the  French 

Revolution. 

The  trial  of  Louis  XVI.  was  depehdiug 
when  the  British  parliament  was  suddenly  con- 
voked, on  the  I3th  of  December,  1702.  The  con- 
duct of  some  democratic  societies,  and  the  appli- 
cations of  their  members  to  the  French  assembly, 
had  excited  alarm ;  and  the  king,  who  had  ordered 
the  militia  to  be  embodied,  informed  the  twa 
houses  that  events  had  recently  occurredy  which 
required  the  greatest  vigilance  and  exertion,  io 
prevent  the  loss  of  the  civil  and  religious  advan- 
tages so  long  enjoyed  by  this  nation...  The  sedi- 
tious practices,  which  had  been  checked  for  a 
time^  had  'of  late,'  his  msjesty  ob8ei*ved,.  ^ been 
more  openly  renewed,  and  with  increased  acti- 
vity.^ The  spirit  of  disorder  had  shewn  itself  in 
*  acts  of  riot  and  insiurrection  i*  the  industry 
employed  to  diffuse  discontent  appeared  to  pro- 
ceed from  a  ^  design  to  attempt  tlie  destruction 
of  our  happy  constitution,  and  the  subversion  of 
all  order  and  government  ;^  and  this  design  had 
'  evidently  been  pursued  in  concert  with  persons 
in  foreign  countries.*  He  had  ,  scrupulously 
abstained  from  all  interference  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  France  ;  but  he  could  not  see,  without 
the. most  serious  uneasiness,  the  strong  indica- 
tions which  its  rulers  .had  given  of  an  intention 
of  fomenting  disturbances  in  other  countries,  and 
pursuing  schemes  of  conquest  and  aggrandize- 
ment ;  and  their  views  against  his  allies  the 
states-general  he  particularly  disapproved, 
because  not  only  the  law  of  nations,  but  the 
stipidations  of  treaties,  opposed  their  pretensions. 
Amidst  these  grounds  of  alarm,  he  had  thought 
it  his  duty  to  take  .some  steps  for  the  augmenta- 
tion of  his  naval  and  military  force.  At  the  same 
time,  he  would  neglect  nothing  that  could  con- 
tribute to  the  preservation  of  the  blessings  of 


Pi^a^e,  consistently  with  the  seeurity  of  biar 
dominions  and  the  performance  of  his  engage- 
ments. It  vvas  a  great  cunsolation  to  him  to. 
reflect,  t^at  ample  resources  for  vigorous  prepa- 
rations would  be  found  in  the  excess  of  the  reve-*  ^ 
niie.  above  the  ordinary  expenditure. — He  trusted 
that  the  means  of  enforcing  obedience  to  the  laws, 
and  repressing  all  seditious  attempts,  would  be 
the  objects  of  immediate  deliberation,  as  the 
defence  ^of  that  constitutioQ  which  had  so  long 
protected  theliberties  and.promoted  the  happiness 
of  every  class  of  his  subjects  claimed  an  early  and 
earnest  attention. 

Some  parts  of  the  royal  speech  were 
arraigned  by  Lord  Wycombe,  who  said  that  it 
contained  calumnious  animadversions  on  the 
behaviour  of  the  people,  and  that  the  war  m 
which  it  threatened  to  involve  us  could  opJy  be 
justified  on  our  part  by  an  actual  invasion  from 
France.  Mr.  Fox  was  of  opinion  that  the  alarm 
was  excited  by  art  and  imposture,  rather  than  by 
real  danger,  and  that  we  had  more  reason  to  . 
dread  the  incroachments  of  the  crown  than  the 
seditious  intrigues  of  the  people ;  and  be  moved 
for  an  enquiry  into  the  truth  of  the  ministerial 
allegations.  Mr.  Windham  was  convinced  that 
the  country  was  in  a  state  of  great  danger,  from 
the  traitorous  machinations  of  the  enemies  of  our 
constitution ;  but  Mr.  Grey  and  Mr.  Sheridan 
contended  that  the  peril  was  merely  imaginary. 
Mr.  Burke  asserted  the  existence  of  a  numerous 
and  zealous  party,  whose  aims  extended  to  the 
reform  of  our  government  according  to  the 
French  modd;  and  he  hoped  that  the  house 
would  be  unanimous  in  counteracting  such 
execrable  schemes.  A  majority  of  240  opposed 
the  suggestion  of  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  ^oted  for  an 
address^  grounded  as  usual  on  the  terms  of  the 
speech.  A  similar  answer  to  the  king*s  speech 
was  voted  by  the  peers,  but  not  without  strong 
expressions  of  disapprobation  "from  the  Dul^e  of 
Norfolk,  tlie  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  and  Lord 
Rawdon.  After  another  debate  on  the  address,  a 
,  proposal  from  Mr.  Fox;,  that  a  ministar  shonld  be 
sent  to  Paris  to  treat  with  the  governing  power. 


ae 


<VP  THE   FRENCH   REVOLUTION. 

'    ■■""      T  ,\  "  ,i  rssasssssa    nif       i    ■  r r 


121 


^s^ 


i^s^mtism 


\ras  assailed  with  a  pointed  censure  by  Lord 
Sheffield,  Mr.  Jeukinson,  Mr.  Grant,  and  Mr. 
Burke,  who  maintained  that  such  condescension 
to  a  horde  of  monsters  would  reflect  indelible  dis- 
grace on  this  country ;  but,  that  if  no  dishonour 
attended  it,  yet  that  the  proposed  measure  did 
not  afford  Uie  least  promise  of  success.  These 
sentiments  generally  prevailed,  and  the  motion 
was  rejected  without  the  formality  of  a  division. 

The  kingdom  soon  began  to  resound  with 
exclamations   against  the    arrogant,    arbitrary, 
and  violent  proceedings    of  the    Jacobin  fac- 
tion ;  and  it  was  loudly  affirmed,  that  the  most 
vigorous  exertions   of   every  kind  were  neces- 
sary to  prevent   the    evils    with  which  Europe 
was  threatened  by  the  systematic  diffusion  af  a 
wild  spirit  of  democracy.    Numerous  associations 
were  formed  for  the  defence  of  liberty  and  pro- 
perty  against  the  attempts  of   republicans  and 
levellers ;  and  various  addresses  and  pamphlets, 
calculated  for  the  diffiision  of  loyal  sentiments, 
were  distributed  among  the  people.      Mauy  of 
the  nobility,    and  others,  who  had  hitherto  ap- 
peared in  the  ranks  of  opposition,  caught  the 
prevailing  alarm,  and  under  its  influence  were 
induced  to  join  the  ministerial  phalanx. 

From  an  apprehension  of  the  intrigues  of 
the  French  and  other  turbulent  foreigners,  a  bill 
^^  for  establishing  regulations  respecting  aliens 
resident  in  this  kingdom,'^  usually  called  the  alien 
bill,  was  introduced  into  the  house  of  peers, 
on  the  10th  of  December.  This  bill  was  op- 
posed by  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  and  the 
£arl  of  Lauderdale,  as  tending  to  involve  the 
nation  in  a  war ;  and  they  advised  that  aa  am-* 
bassador  should  be  sent  to  France  to  assist  in 
composing  the  troubles  of  the  continent,  and 
avert  by  personal  expostulation  the  danger  which 
seemed  to  impend  over  the  unfortunate  king. 
The  Sari  of  Guildford  (son  of  the  minister  who 
stood  at  the  head  of  his  majesty*s  councils  during 
the  American  war)  was  also  hostile  to  the  bill, 
which,  he  said,  inAringed  the  commercial  treaty  : 
hut  it  was  supported  by  almost  the  whole  house, 
and  sent  to  the  commons  for  their  concurrence. 
It  was  applauded  by  Mr.  Burke  in  a  speech  which 
not  only  abounded  in  declamations  against  the 
French,  but  contained  severe  strictures  on  the 
opinions  and  behaviour  of  the  leader  of  oppo- 
sition. On  this  occasion  he  endeavoured  to 
render  his  eloquence  more  impressive  by  drawing 
forth  a  dagger,  as  a  sample  of  an  order  given,  as 
he  asserted,  by  a  democratic  Englishman  for 
the  manufacture  of  3,000  such  instruments  at 
Birmingham.  With  rage  and  horror  depicted  on 
his  countenance,  he  threw  the  weapon  on  the 
floor,  saying,  *  This  in  what  you  will  gain  by 
fraternising  with  France.'  Sir  Peter  Burrell  and 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  lamented  the  necessity  of 
separating  from  a  friend  (Mr,  Fox)  with  whom 
(No.  90       * 


they  had  been  long  accustomed  to  act ;  but  it  was  BOOK   f . 

imposed  upon    them,   thfy  said,  by  the  consi : ^' 

deration  of  the  disregard  recently  shewn  by  that  CHAr.  xvii. 
gentleman  to  the  true  principles  of  the  constitu-  ^""^TiJ^^T*^ 
tion.     Mr.  Fox  ridiculed  the  alarm  of  those  who      ^'^* 
dreaded  the  influence  of  French  opinions  in  a 
country    which    enjoyed    a  greater  portion  of 
liberty  than  any  other  in  Europe ;  but  Mr.  Pitt 
declared,  that  the  arts,  ma^inations,  and  vio- 
lence of  the  French,  afforded  grounds  for  the 
m6st  serious  apprehensions,  and  called  for  the 
strictest  vigilance ;  and  the  bill  soon  received  th« 
royal  assent. 

On  the  re-assembling  of  parliament  after 
the  recess,  the  king  intimated  to  both  houses 
his  dismission  of  the  French  agent,  and  expressed 
his  reliance  on  their  support  in  ulterior  measures 
of  precaution  and  defence.  In  the  discussion  of 
this  message,  Lord  Grenville  inveighed  against 
the  atrocious  act  which  then  engrossed  the  atten- 
tioa  of  Europe;  remarked  that  the  promise  of 
neutrality  given  by  our  court  was  conditional, 
depending  on  the  proper  treatment  of  the  royal 
family  of  France ;  and  urged  the  necessity  of 
taking  arms  for  the  assistance  of  our  allies,  and 
the  prevention  of  the  dangerous  aggrandisement 
of  the  French.  Earl  Stanhope  said,  that  sucU 
a  war  would  be  unnecessary,  and  consequently 
unjustifiable.  The  Earl  of  Derby  thought,  that 
it  might  be  easily  and  honourably  avoided. 
The  l^arquis  of  Lansdowne  opposed  it,  as  not 
required  either  by  goad  faith  towards  the  Dutch 
(who  did  not  desire  our  interference  in  the  affair 
of  the  Scheldt)  or  by  any  danger  which  threat* 
ened  this  country.  But  the  speeches  of  the 
Earls  of  Carlisle  and  Damley,  the  Lords  Stor- 
mont  and  Porchester,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor 
Loughborough,  manifested  a  strong  spirit  of  hos- 
tility ;  and  an  address  of  support  was  voted  to 
his  majesty. 

In  the  commons,  Mr.  Pitt  deplored  the  death 
of  the  French  king,  and  expatiated  on  t||e 
enormitv  of  those  principles  which  actuated  the 
rulers  of  the  republic — prmciples  which  tended  to 
destroy  all  religion,  morality,  and  social  order, 
and  reduce  mankind  to  a  state  of  anarchy. 
With  such  men,  he  said,  a  continuance  of  peace 
could  not  be  expected.  They  had  formed 
schemes  of  arbitrary  encroachment  oh  the  rights 
of  neutral  powers ;  aimed  at  a  total  change  of 
the  government  of  those  countries  in  which  their 
arms  should  happen  to  prevail ;  and  proposed  a 
subversion  of  the  long-egtablished  law  of  nations, 
and  the  propagation  of  a  general  spirit  of  revo- 
lutionary insurrection.  After  unsatisfactory 
explanations  of- an  obnoxious  decree,  and  pal- 
fiations  of  offensive  proceedings,  their  agent  in 
England  had  persisted  in  what  was  equivalent 
to  the  avowal  of  every  thing  dangerous  to  Great 
Britain,  and  had  thrown  out  menaces  of  hostility 
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BOOK  I.  too  obviouti  to  be  misunderstood.     Mr.  Fox  ad* 
.  routed  that  it  was  our  diity  to^  assist  the  Dutcb, 

Cha^  xviL  if  tbey  should  demaud  our  aid  ;  but  he  did  not 
^O^^  think  that  we  ought  to  force  then  into  a  war 
^  lepkte  with  danger  to  tfiemselves^  as  this  con- 

straint would  be  an  abuse  of  treaty.  He  allowed 
that  the  decree  of  fraternity  wap  an  insult  tO'  the 
world  ;  but  it  was  not  a  just  ground  of  war.  He 
blasaed  the  ministry  for  insisting  on  security: 
ki  teroiB  Bot  sufficiently  preejae,  as  this  was  not 
ihe  wav  to  obtain  satisfaction.^  The  objf^t  of  ike 
contest  Plight  to  be  clearly  stated  ;  ottierwise  the 
return  of  peace  might  be  long  retarded.  If  tlie 
eouri  imagined  that  all  Europe  was  exposed  to 
danger  from  the  progress  of  the  French  arms, 
the  peril  would  not  be  increased  by  proposing* 
terms  before  we  should  engage  in  war.  The  real 
cause  of  the  war,  he  added,  might  be  traced  to 
the  desire  of  restoring  despotism  in  France ;  a 
motive  which  be  highly  disapproved,  though  be 
Was  by  no  means  pleased  wiUi  the  existing  go- 
vernment of  that  country. — After  other  speeches 
on  both  sides  of  the  question,  an  address  corres- 
ponding with  the  message  passed  without  a 
division. 

The  next  communication  from  the  king  an- 
nounced the  French  declaration  of  war  against 
Great  Britain  and  tbe  United  Provinces.  It  was 
alleged  by  the  convention,  that  his  Britannio 
Majesty  had  persisted  (more  particularly  since 
the  revolution  of  the  lOih  of  August,  1702,)  in 
giYing  procrfs  of  his  attachment  to  the  coalition  of 
princes,  had  reused  to  acknowledge  the  new 
government  of  France,  bad  violated  in  vsirioua 
instances  the  treaty  of  1786,  e<uuipped  an  armn-> 
ment  against  the  republic^  and  seduced  the  stadt- 
iKilder  into  similar  measures  of  hostility.  Tlie 
Toyal  message  censured  tins  *  wanton  and  unpro- 
vokisd  .aggression,^  and  called  for  the  *  seeaious 
exertions  of  a  brave  and  Joyal  people,'  in  the  pro- 
secution of  a  ^  just  and  necessary  war.' 
^  On  the  12th  of  February,  Lord  Grenville 
moved  an  address  to  bis  majesty,  thanking  him 
for  his  gracious  communicalicn,  and  assuring 
btm  of  tke  determination  of  the  bouse  to  support 
llis  Riflgesty's  government  in  the  arduous  struggle 
in  wikacb  thecoutitry  was  involved.  An  ameod^^ 
#ejnt  from  Earl  Stanhope,  eaJculaied  4o  ascer'- 
lain  tbe  object  of  the  war,  and  one  from  tbe  Earl 
of  laudevdale,  to&dinr  to  make  the  war  menely 
defensive,  and  to  aoomrate  a  negociation,  were 
vejocted  by  th^  dpeers ;  and  tbe  motion  of  tho 
aaeretary  reeeiveo  the  as«ent  of  the  hmiae. 

In  tbe  lo«^  house,  Mr.  Pttt  aaalvsfed  tho 
French  dfirolarati<»  of  war,  and  stigmatised  Ih^ 
^#r4H>Ddleas  fmlenoes'  by  viUch  k  was  sup- 
poi'ted  'p  and,  as  we  had  no  longer  tiie  power  of 
«Mofii  bul  were  forced  into  a  war,  he  hoped  that 
tiie<aai«of  the  people  would  second  ^tbe  vievrs  of 
HmdoomL  Mr.  Fos  was  willing  to  agree  toaa 
address  which  should  merely  promise  4ha  eo* 


operation  of  tbe  house  in  det<msiFe  hostilities ; 
but  he  could  not  vote  for  one  which  imputed 
unprovoked  aggression  to  the  French.  Mr.. 
Burke  said,  that  a  more  necessary  or  j^iatifiablo 
war  than  that  iir  which  we  were  preparmg  to  en- 
gage could  not  be  conceived ;  but  Mr.  Sheridan, 
strongly  argued  against  its  supposed  necessity, 
and  particularly  condemned  the  absnrditj  H 
making Jnfidelity  a  ground  of  war,  as  the  sword 
was  not  a  proper  instmmeiit  for  the  propagation 
of  religion.  The  address  framed  bv  tbe  minister, 
was  then  adopted ;  and  considerable  additisAS 
were  made  to  tbe  naval  and  military  force.. 

The  subject  of  tlie  war  again  csmie  under 
discussion  on  the  18th  of  F^ruary,  when  Mr,, 
Fox  urged  tbe  bouse  to-adopt  several  resduttons, 
condemning  all  forcihfe  interfer^Kse  in  tlie  inSer* 
nal  government  of  any  country,  denying  that  tW 
ministry  had  taken  proper  haeasures  to  avoid  a 
war,  and  dissuading  his  majesty  from  entering 
into  any  engagements  wbi<A  nugfat  prevent  him 
from  concluding  a  separate  peace*  This  subject 
was  aftwwards  resumed,  when  Mr.  Grey  moved 
an  address  to  the  king,  accusing  his  advisers  of 
having  plunged  their  country  into  an  unneces- 
sary war.  These  propositions  were  rejected .; 
as  was  also  «  motion  from  Mr.  Sheridan  for  an 
enquiry  into  the  truth  of  those  reports  of  seditioii 
which  had  been  so  studiously  propagated. 

Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends  were  equally  unsae** 
cessful  in  their  of^HMsivion  to  a  bill  introduced  to 
]Nrevent  traitorous  correspondence,  in  trade,  or  in 
other  respects,  with  the  king's  enemies.  They 
affirmed  that  it  involved  an  arbitrary  extension  of 
tbe  a^  of  the  twenty -fifth  year  of  Edward  III. ; 
that  it  would  lead  to  perjury,  aad  put  any  man  in 
the  power  of  a  malignant  adversary ;  and  that, 
at  the  same  time,  it  waa  a  bill  by  which  we  should 
gain  less,  aad  our  enemies  lose  less,  than  if  it 
were  not  enacted.  But  the  attomey-geneml  an<l 
Mr.  Burke  said,  that  it  was  framed  iu  tbe  spirit^ 
if  not  according  to  the  letter,  of  former  acts,  and 
that  its  rigour  was  not  greater  than  tbe  urgency 
of  the  crisis  required.  On  a  divtsioo,  the  bill 
was  carried  by  a  large  majority.  Im  the  u|)per 
house  it  was  opposed  with  vigour,  partioularly  fay 
tbe  Marquis  ctf  Lansdowae^  who  proflmuneedit  to 
be  repugnant  to  equity^,  aiid  aa  invasion  of  the 
constitution.  He,  on  tlie  aaflse  laeicaami,  took  ^ 
review  of  the  state  of  finrope,  and,  on  jevjery 
ground,  recomaiended  peace. 

K  memorial  whiidi  had  been  presented  by 
Lord  Auckland  to  4be  stales- general,  proposing 
tbe  snlgectioa  of  some  of  the  detestable  regicides 
to  the  sword  of  the  law,  was  repsobated  by  aeve- 
ral  members  of  bodi  bosses,  as  mingling  pur- 
poses of  vengeance  witk*  the  views  of  de&nco 
and  SMurity ;  but  the  motians  of  oensure  were 
rcgected  witii  Utlde>  hesitatiott« 

On  the  0th  of  May,  «  ilnmber  of  petitiona 
to  ttie  commons  from  the  inhabitaulB  of  QUming- 
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luiBi,  Derby,  Warwick)  and  roany  otiier  towns^ 
prayiof  ibr  a  parltamentary  reform,. were  taken 
into  eonsid^atioii.  The  application  of  *'  the 
Ffianda  of  the  {Mople*'  for  this  important  dliject, 
ckiefl  Y  drew  the  attention  of  the  liouse.  They 
•tated,  thai  less  than  15,000  persons,  out  of 
three  miliioDs  of  male  adults,  elected  the  major 
part  of  the  assembly ;  that  the  right  of  Toting^ 
was  not  regttkUed  by  any  uniform  or  rational 
principles ;  that  ibe  extait  of  private  parliamen- 
tary natronage  was  an  abuse  whielh  tended  to 
exclude  the  great  mass  of  the  people  from  any 
Sttbstantial  infiuence  in  elections  ;  and  that  the 
spirit  of  the  constitulioa  required  a  frequent 
renewal  of  choice,-  instead  of  the  continuance  of 
the  sane  members  to  the  seventh  year.  Mr. 
Grey  eloquently  exposed  the  defects  and  griev- 
ances of  the  present  system,  and  moved  for  a 
eoBimittee  of  enquiry.  Mr.  Windham  said,  that 
the  blemishes  of  the  constitution  could  not  be 
corrected  witiiout  the  risque  of  destroying  its 
excellencies,  and  tbat  the  proposed  experiment 
might  lead  to  the  moat  &tal  consequences.  BIr. 
Erskioe  enlarged  on  the  prevaiUng  aJbuses ;  but 
the  Earl  of  Mornington  considered  them  a» 
unworthy  of  notice,  when  compared  with  tlie 
benefits  of  the  parliamentary  constitution.  Mr. 
Pitt  did  not  think  that  the  people  were  desirous  of 
a  reform ;  and  he  deprecated  the  attempt  in  these 
perturbed  times.  Mr.  Sheridsn  and  Mr.  Fox 
defended  the  {iropriety  of  an  investigation  of  the 
eaus^  of  oonmlaint,  and  repelled  the  objections 
to  the  particiA*  time,  by  arguing  that  an  acqui- 
escence in  moderate  and  constitutional  requests 
would  tend  to  silence  clamour  and  allay  discon- 
tent, and  would  thus  baflle  the  schemes  of  sedi- 
tieng  ravolttiaonasts.  A  majority  of  241,  however, 
voted  as^arast  the  inquiry. 

'fhe  slave  trade  was  productive  of  fresh 
debates,  withont  the  adoption  of  any  decisive 
measures.  WMh  regard  to  the  trade  of  I  iidia, 
it  was  the  wish  of  many  that  it  might  b^  o^ene<l ; 
but,  when  the  company  petitioned  for  a  renewal 
of  its  charter,  the  continuance  of  the  moimioly 
was  deemed  advisable  on  the  ground  of  expedi- 
ency, though  it  was  rendered  less  strict  than  it 
had  been  under  the  former  regulations.  The 
systan  of  gowsrninent,  established  for  that  conn- 
try  by  the  act  of  1784,  was  also  considered  as 
worthy  of  retention.  On  thelBSd  of  May,  Mr. 
Dundas  pronounced  an  elaborate  speech  in  favour 
ef  those  objects^  and  the  bill  whic4i  he  bad 
framed  met  with  tlie  oonourrenoe  of  the  two 
houses^  and  received  the  royal  assent  on  tlie  11th 
of  June. 

The  anmliea  demanded  by  the  minister,  and 
roa^Qyvolediiy  the  commons,  vireee  j£^  16,608,000. 
The  sensften  and  nuMPines  were  54,060;  Ae 
guards andrarrisons exceeded 27,006 men.  Four 
> '^Hh  bolf  were  borrowed  on  this  ooca- 
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sion ;  and  some  taxes,  at  first  intended  to  be  BOOK  L 
merely  temporary,  were  continued  in  consequence  — — — 
of  this  loan.  C«^'-  ^^^^^^ 

The  war  had  scarcely  commenced  before  its 
ruinous  effects  upon  trade  began  to  shew  them* 
selves.  The  sadden  stoppage  of  the  exportation 
to  France;  tlie  , disappointment  in  tlie  large- 
speculations  into  which  the  mercha,nts  and  manu* 
facturers  bad  entered,  and  the  effects  producedr 
upon  the  enormous  issue  of  paper  money  by  the 
alarms  which  at  that  time  prevailed  in  the  country* 
produced  a  number  of  bankruptcies*  exceeding 
all  that  had  ever  happened  in  Uie  most  caltLmi- 
tous  times.  To  relieve  the  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers, and  to  enable  them  to  bear  up  under 
this  pressure,  an  act  was  passed  after  some  ani* 
mated  discussions  in  the  house  of  commons*  ^'  to 
enable  his  Majesty  to  direct  that  exchequer  bills 
to  tlie  amount  of  nve  millions  should  be  issued* 
to  certain  comroifisioners,  to  be  by  them  laid  out 
under  regulations  and  restrictions  for  the  assist- 
ance and  accommodation  of  such  persons  as 
may  apply,  and  who  shall  give  such  commis- 
sioners proper  security  for  the  sums  that  may  be 
advanced  for  a  time  to  be  limited.  This  act, 
which  offered  a  very  seasonable  and  indispensable 
relief  to  the  trade  of  the  country,  passed  the  lords 
in  two  days,  and  on  the  8tfa  of  May  received  the 
royal  assent. 

The  depression  of  the  manufacturing  and 
commercial  interests  by  the  operation  of  the  war, 
had  induced  a  number  of  gentlemen  of  great 
property  and  influence  in  the  state  to  endeavour 
to  establish  a  more  judicious  system  of  husban- 
dry than  had  hitherto  prevailed,  and  a  board  of 
agriculture  was  accordingly  established  by 
authority,  at  the  head  ef  which  was  placed  Sir 
John  Sinclair,  the  original  projector  of  the 
institution. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  when  a  prorogation 
was  expected,  Mr.  Fox  took  an  opportunity  of 
recommending  a  speedy  uegociation,  as  the 
French  had  been  so  far  checked  .that  no  ground 
of  alarm  for  our  security  or  that  of  the  Dutch 
could  be  truly  alleged,  fiut  Mr.  Burke  and 
Mr.  Pitt  contended  that  no  government  vrith 
which  we  could  safely  treat  existed  in  France ; 
and  a  majority  of  140  voted  for  a  continuance  of 
the  war. 

The  proceedings  of  the  pailiament  of  Ire* 
land,  in  this  session,  ought  not  to  pass  without 
some  notice.  The  -catholics  had  chosen  firom' 
among  themselves  a  general  committee  of  dele- 
gates, which  sat  at  Ehiblin,  sOid  whose  province 
it  was  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  thift  ei^holics 
as  a  distinct  body  ;  and  a  numerous  associaHoii* 
oonsistiag  indiscriminatdy  of  proteslafils  mhI 
catholics,  had  recently  been  established,  under 
file  name  of  the  Socibty  of  Uwitbd  iaiamnni* 
whose  object  it  was  to  obtahi  a  eomptcte  enatto^ 
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BOOK  I.   pation  for  the  catholics,  and  a  radical  reform  of 
■  parliament,  oa  the  principles  of  universal  suffirag^e 

^^«^^;^^2i";  and  annual  election. 

1703  In  the  preceding  session  of  1702,  the  govern- 

ment had  made  some  concessions  to  the  catholics, 
by  ivhich  all  legal  obstructions  to  'their  intermar- 
riages ivith  protestants  were  removed.  The 
right  of  taking  apprentices  and  of  keeping  schools 
v^as. restored  to  them,  and  they  were  permitted  to 
practise  at  the  bar.  But  the  grand  code  of  dis- 
abilities still  remained  in  force. 

The  English  cabinet  seemed,  in  consequence 
of  the  alarming  and  agitated  state  of  the  country, 
to  be  fully  convinced  that  some  decisive  measures 
of  redress  miist  now  be  adopted  in  relation  to  the 
catholics,  and  Lord  Westmoreland  (lord-lieuten- 
ant) was  instructed,  in  the  course  of  bis  speech  to 
the  two  houses  at  the  opening  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, strongly  to  recommend  ^^  such  measures  as 
might  be  most  likely  to  strengthen  and  cement  a 
general  union  of  sentiment  among  all  classes  and 
descriptions  of  his  Majesty's  catholic  subjects  in 
support  of  the  established  constitution.^' 

Early  in  Bfarch,  the  expected  bill  of  relief 
was  brought  into  the  house  of  commons,  and  in 
its  original  form  it  appeared  well  calculated  to 
answer  the  purpose  intended.  The  ihiiuence  of 
the  executive  government  was  in  this  instance 
no  less  laudably  than.powerfuUy  and  seasonably 
exerted ;  but  it  had  strong  obstacles  to  encounter 
in  a  great  majority  of  the  house. — Some  of  these 
exceptions  were  admitted,  others  were  rejected. 
The  chief  enacting  clause,  enabling  the  catholics 
to  exercise  and  enjoy  all  civil  and  military  offices 
and  places  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  crown, 
was  almost  paralyzed  by  tlie  subsequent  restric- 
tions,— that  it  should  not  be  construed  to  extend 
to  enable  any  Roman  Catholic  to  sit  or  vote  in 
either  house  of  parliament,  or  to  fill  the  ofiice  of 
lord-lieutenant,  or  lord- chancellor,  or  judge  in 
either  of  the  three  courts  of  record  or  admiralty, 
or  keeper  of  the  privy-seal,  secretary  of  state, 
lieutenant  or  custos  rotulorum  of  counties,  or 
privy-councillor,  or  mastejr  in  chancery,  or  a 
general  on  the  staff,  or  sheriff,  or  sub-sheriff  of 
any  county,  with  a  number  of  other  disqualifica- 
tions. The  bill,  at  length,  modified  with  these 
restrictions,  passed,  with  few  dissentient  voices, 
into  a  law :  and  though  it  stopped  far  short  of 
catholic  emancipation,  and  bore  no  relation  to 
parliamentary  reform,  it  was  supposed  to  be  all 
that  the  executive  government  could,  at  this  time, 
without  too  violent  an  exertion,  effect. 

The  spirit  of  political  reform,  which  spread 
BO  widely  at  this  moment  throughout  England 
and  Ireland,  had  extended  itself  to  Scotland, 
and,  as  is  too  frequently  the  case,  had  blended 
itself  with  the  aUoy  of  enthusiasm  and  theoretic 
extravagance.     A  numerous  association  of  the 


advocates  of  these  principles,  sent  from  various 
towns  and  districts,  met  this  summer  at  Edin- 
burgh, under  the  pompous  title  of  a  Convention 
OF  Delegates  for  obtaining  universal  suflSmge 
and  annual  parliaments.  The  extreme  indiscre-* 
tion  of  this  association  was  manifested  in  their 
affected  adoption  of  the  modes  and  forms  estab- 
lished in  the  national  assembly  of  France ;  and 
more  especially  in  their  habitual  use  of  tlie 
obnoxious  term  **  Ciiizeny  On  a  sudden,  and 
while  the  l^ality  -of  this  conventional  assembly 
was  yet  unquestioned,  divers  of  the  delegates 
were  appreh^ded,  (August,  1703,)  on  a  charge 
of  sedition,  and  brought  to  trial  before  the  high 
court  of  justiciary,  by  which  they  were  found 
guilty,  and  sentenced,  by  the  judges  of  that 
tribunal,  to  be  transported  beyond,  the  seas  for 
the  term  of  fourteen  years,  to  such  place  as  his 
majesty  should  judge  proper.  Of  this  namber 
were,  Mr.  Muir,  one  of  the  faculty  of  advocates 
at  Edinburgh ;  Mr.  Gerald,  whose  defence  at*> 
tracted  much  notice ;  and  Mr.  Skirving,  aqd  Mr. 
Margaret,  who  were  soon  afterwards  conveyed 
in  a  government  transport,  across  tlie  Atlantic 
and  Indian  oceans,  to  the  settlement  of  Botany 
Bay.  The  same  severe  fate  was  awarded  to  Mr. 
Palmer,  a  member  of  the  University  of  Cam* 
bridge,  whose  zeal  for  the  dissemination  of  unita* 
rian  principles  in  religion  had  induced  him  to 
fix  his  residence  at-  Dundee,  where  he  had 
opened  a  chapel  and  collected  a  congregation. — 
This  gentleman  had  been  engaged  in  printing 
an  address  to  the  people  of  ScGplind,  of  which 
however  he  was  not  the  author,  on  the  subject 
of  reform,  for  which  publication  he  was  tried 
before  the  circuit  court  of  justiciary,  at  Dundee, 
and  on  the  17th  of  September,  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced to  be  transported  for  seven  years. 

Government  in  the  mean  time  vras  actively 
engaged  in  the  promotion  of  the  success  of  the 
war,  and  wiih  that  view  a  oonventton  was  signed 
in  the  course  of  the  year  between  our  court  and 
that  of  St.  Petersburgh,  stipulating  for  the 
prosecution  of  hostilities  till  the  Freqch  should 
relinquish  all  their  conquests.  A  treaty  was 
soon  after  ooncluded  with  the  Landgrave  of 
Hesse-Cassel,  for  a  subsidiary  body  of  8,000 
men ;  a  ttHqiber  which,  by  a  subsequent  agree- 
ment, was  extended  to  12,000.  A  subsidy 
was  also  voted  to  the  King  of  SardiniQ^  who 
engaged  (for  200,000  pounds  per  annum^  to 
keep  up  an  army  of  50,000  men,  to  be  employed 
in  the  particular  defence  of  his  dominions,  and 
in  general  service  against  the  enemy.  A  eom- 
p^t  of  alliance  was  adjusted  with  Spain,  one 
vigki  Naples,  and  others  with  Prussia,  Austria, 
and  Portugal.  Besides  the  stipulations  of  vigor* 
ous  hostility,  it  was  agreed  that  the  conduct  of 
other  powers  should  be  watched  with  .extraor- 
dinary circuipspeetion,  lest  they  t|Md  abuse 


OP  THE   FRENCH   REVOLUTION. 


125 


3=: 


their  professed  neutrality  by  protecting  the  con^- 
merce  or  property  of  the  French. 

The  misfortunes  sustained  by  the  confede^ 
rates  in  the  latter  part  of  the  campaign  of  1793, 
stimulated  the  British  cabinet  to  greater  "Vigour 
of  exertion ;  and  a  confident  hope  was  excited  of 
the  speedy  decline  of  that  spirit  which  appeared 
to  the  premier  to  have  been  chiefly  supported  by 
a  system  of  paper  currency^  and  by  the  influence 
of  a  despotic  gOYcrnment. 

At  the  opening  of  the  new  session  of  par* 
liament,  on  the  21st  of  January,  1704,  the  king 
obseryed,  that  he  and  his  subjects  were  engaged 
in  a  momentous  contest,  on  the  issue  of  which 
depended  the  maintenance  of  the  constitution, 
laws,  and  religion  of  the  country,  and  the  secu- 
rity of  all  civil  society.  Having  mentioned  the 
advantages  obtained  by  the  arms  of  the  confe- 
derate  powers,  he  added,  that  the  circumstances 
by  which  their  farther  progress  had  been  impeded, 
not  only  proved  the  necessity  of  vigour  and 
perseverance,  but  confirmed  the  expectation  of 
ultimate  success.  Their  enemies,  his  majesty 
observed,  had  derived  the  means  of  temporary 
exertion  from  a  system  which  had  enabled  them 
to  dispose  arbitrarily  of  the  lives  and  property 
of  a  numerous  people;  but  these  efforts,  pro- 
ductive as  they  bad  been  of  internal  discontent 
and  confusion,  tended  rapidly  to  exhaust  the 
national  and  real  strength  of  the  country.  He 
regretted  the  necessity  of  continuing  the  war ; 
bift  he  thought  he  should  ill  consult  the  essential 
interests  of  bis  people,  if  he  desired  peace  on 
any  grounds  exclusive  of  a  due  provision  for 
their  permanent  safety,  and  for  the  independence 
and  security  of  Europe.  Again  referring  to  the 
'  true  grounds  of  the  war,'  he  begged  parliament 
to  recollect,  that  an  attack  had  been  made  on 
him  and  his  allies,  founded  on  principles  tending 
to  the  destruction  of  all  property,  to  the  subver« 
aion  of  the  laws  and  religion  of  every  civilized 
nation,  and  to  the  general  introduction:  of  a 
horrible  system  of  rapme,  anarchy,  and  impiety. 
The  address  on  his  majesty^s  speech  was 
warmly  supported  by  Lord  Auckland,  who  in- 
veighed in  strong  terms  against  the  French 
Sovernmeot,  and  execrated  that  spirit  of  impiety, 
espotism,  inhumanity,  and  rapine,  which  defied 
the  laws  both  of  God  and  man.  He  allowed 
that  the  republican  leaders  had  shewn  consideara- 
ble  abilities,  and  had  called  into  action  a  most  ^ 
formidable  force ;  but  he  trusted  that  Great' 
Britain  and  her  allies  would  be  able  to  stem  the 
torrent,  and  rescue  4he  civilized  world  from  the 
danger  of  anarchy  and  ruin.  The  Earl  of  Guild* 
ford  wished  for  a  speedy  negociation,  as  we  bad 
cusbed  into  the  war  vrithout  necessity;  and  he 
^ropos^d  an  amendment  for  that  purpose.  The 
^uke  of  Portland  justified  the  war  as  strictly 
defensive,  and  as  necessary  for  the  preservation 
(No.  9.) 
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liberty,  law  and  order.    Earl  Spencer  pursued 

the  same  line  of  argument ;  and  the  Earl  of  p°^  ^j; 
Coventry,  with  equal  zeal,  supported  the  cause  ^!X/  - 
of  hosdlity.  The  Duke  of  Norfolk  asserted,  ^^^^ 
that  he  had  as  strong  a  zeal  for  the  support  of  our 
constitution  ais  any  peer  of  the  realm,  but  he 
was  not  impelled  by  that  zeal  to  an  encourage- 
ment of  the  war,  as  he  did  liot  conceive  that  our 
happy  establishments  were  endangered  by  the  ^ 
proceedings  of  the  Freneh.  The  Earl  of  Derby 
wished  that  the  object  of  the  war  might  be 
defined ;  but  the  Earl  of  Mansfield  said,  that  it 
was  sufficiently  marked  out  in  the  speech  from 
the  throne.  It  was  not,  as  it  had  been  called  by 
many,  a  war  of  kings.  It  was  of  a  much  more 
important  nature,  being  directed  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  general  order,  religion,  and  morality. — 
Lord  Grenville  also  animadverted 'on  the  decla- 
rations, the  opinions,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
different  parties  in  France,  and  endeavoured  to 
shew,  from  the  convulsed  state  of  that  country, 
the  fallacy  of  all  hopes  of  a  successful  negoci- 
ation.  On  a  division,  the  supporters  of  the 
address  were  97,  while  ^nly  IS  peers  voted  for 
the  amendment. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  the  address  was 
moved  by  Lord  Clifden,  and  supported  in  a  very 
luminous  speech  by  Lord  Mornington,  who  was 
followed  by  Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  Dundas, 
and  Mr.  Pitt ;  this  address  was  opposed  by 
Earl  Wycombe,  Colonel  Tarleton,  Mr*  Cour- 
tenay,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  Mr.  Fox;  but  their 
opposition  proved  so  unavailing,  that  \he  ori- 
ginal motion  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
277  to  59. 

On  the  27th  of  January,  Lord  Arden  brought 
forward  a  motion  for  the  supply  of  85,000  seamen, 
including  12,115  marines,  tor  the!  service  of  the 
pres^it  year,  and  on  the  '3d  of  the  following 
month  he  further  moved,  that  tlie  land  forced 
should  consist  x^fiV.  60,244  men,  including  3,J82 
invalids,  both  of  which  motions  were  carried. 

To  guard  against  an  invasion,  with  which 
the  French  menaced  fthis  country,  a  bill  was 
enacted  for  the  augmentation  of  the  militia ;  and 
the  court  encouraged  the  formation  of  volunteer 
companies  both  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  not  only 
i^th  that  view,  but  also  for  the  suppression  of 
riots. 

On  Monday,  the  28th  of  April,  Mr.  Dundas 
delivered  a  message  from  his  majesty,  importing 
that  a  treaty  had  been  entered  '  into  •  with  the 
states-general  and  the  King  «f' Prussia,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war,'  in  which  it 
was  provided  that  his  Prussian  Majesty  should 
furnish  02,009  troops,  t(H)ich  was  30,000  beyond 
bis  contingent,  for  xsfAclk  he  was  to  be  paid 
by  his  Britannic  Majesty  cf50,000  a  month, 
«£100,000  for  fotage,  <f  400,000  to  put  the  army 
I  I 
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BOOK   I.  in  motion,  and  «£lOO,000  on  their  retttrt,  ^ich 

in  one  year  would  amount  to  <i^lj200»0009   oat 

"CbapbXVIi.  of    which    the    states^geBeral    were    to     pay 
'  ^400,00©. 

A  mVssaj^e  from  the  kii^,  more  enentially 
connected  with  the  interests  of  thiB  oountry,  Was 
soon  after  delivered.  It  referred  to  the  filcditioos 
practices  of  democratic  societies^  and  intimated 
the  necessity  of  taking  measures  for  baffling  their 
dangerous  designs.  The  papers  belonging  to 
these  clubs  were  examined  oy  a  ccHoamittee ;  and 
a  report  was  sooto  presented  by  Mr.  Pitt.  It 
was  affirmed,  as  the  result  of  the  inquiry,  that 
the  *  Society  for  Constitutional  Information/  and 
the  *  London  Corresponding  Society,'  under  the 
pretence  of  reform,  aimed  at  the  subversion  of 
the  government ;  that  qther  associations,  ha  dif* 
ferent  parts  of  the  kingdom,  pursued  the  same 
object ;  that  they  had  ^ideavoured  to  promote 
a  ffeneral  convention  of  the  people ;  that  they 
bad  provided  arms  for  the  more  effectual  prose- 
cution of  their  nefarious  purposes  ;  that  meetings 
'of  popular  delegates  took  place  at  JSdinburgb, 
in  1792,  and  the  following  year ;  that  their  pro« 
ceedings  were  regulated  on  the  French  model ; 
and  that,  after  the  dispersion  of  this  convention, 
the  two  leading  societies  exerted  their  efforts 
to  procure  a  similar  meeting  in  England, 
which  should  supersede  the  authority  of  parlia- 
ment. 

Having  expatiated  on  the  flagitious  schemes 
of  these  societies,  the  minister  proposed  that  the 
Habeas  Corpus  act  should  be  suspended  in  cases 
'of  treason  and  sedition.  Mr.  Fox  was  of  opi* 
nion,  ihat  this  stretch  of  power  vras  not  justified 
by  the  evidence  which  had  been  adduced  against 
the  associations ;  and  Mr.  Sheridan  deprecated, 
as  unconstitutional  and  dangerous,  the  nant  of 
'an  arbitrary  power  of  imprisonment :  but  Mr. 
Burke  was  convinced  that  the  power  in  question 
would  not  be  abused,  and  that  it  would  be 
attended  with  salutary  effects  ;  and  Mr.  Wind- 
ham advised  the  strongest  measures  of  coercion. 
The  bill  of  suspension  was  rapidly  enacted ;  and 
after  spirited  debates,  an  address  was  -voted, 

J  remising  the  strenuous  co-operation  of  the  two 
ouses  with  the  executive  power,  for  the  suppres- 
sion  of  all  seditious  attempts  and  treasonable 
conspiracies. 

Although  the  state  trials,  pending  at  this 
^sis,  served  to  heighten  the  alajrm  which  so 
universally  prevailed,  the  happy  result  of  those 
trials  tendea  not  a  little  to  allay  the  generafl 
apprehensions,  and  to  restore  the  public  mind  i/o 
its  proper  tone.  At  the  spring  assises  in  this 
year,  held  at  Lancaster,  Mr.  Thomas  Walker, 
of  Manchester,  a  strenuous  adTocate  for  parlia* 
^^lentary  reform,  and  at  whose  house  meetings  for 


poHtical  purposes  were  statedly  held,  was  indicted 
for  conspiring  with  nine  other  persons  te 
ofVertom  the  censtitutien  by  force  of  arms,  and  to 
assist  the  French  in  case  ef  invasion.  To  esfab- 
lisfatbis  charge,  imrelving  in  its  censeqaenees, 
tM>t  only  Ihe  character,  but  the  Hie  of  Ihe  accused, 
tiie  principal  evidence  adduced  was  a  spy  of  the 
name  of  Dnnn,  whose  testimony  vras  se  contra- 
dictory and  absurd,  that  tte  prosecniian  #as  even 
abandoned  by  the  counsel  for  the  crown ;  and 
Mr.  Walker  ifas  honourably  acquitted,  wtthout 
being  pnt  upon  his  defence,  vrhiie  his  viFretcbed 
accuser  was  eomontted  ie  prison  to  take  his 
trial  for  peijury. 

On  the  verdict  of  Not  Chnhy  bone  pro* 
nennced  by  the  jury,  under  direction  of  the  bench, 
Mr.  Justice  Heatti,  ^iddressing  Idmself  to  Mr. 
Walker,  said  :-^ 

''  I  hope,  Mr.  W  Avr,  that  fkm  will  be  tan  aAmonitisn 
te.you  to  keep  better  company  in  future.'' 

Mr,  WMer. — **i.  liaiRe  been  In  no  bad  eompsny, 
my  Lord,  except  in  that  of  the  wretch  who  stands  behind 
me ;  nor  is  there  a  word  or  an  action  of  my  life,  in  which  t)i« 
public  are  at  all  interested,  that  I  wish  unsaid,  or  undone,  or 
that,  iittder  similar  ciromn^tances,  I  would  nottqKfat.'^ 

Mr,  Jialice  £^e«lA-^*"  You  have  been  lionourably 
acquitted,  Sir,  and  the  witness  agrainst  you  is  ooinmitted  for 
perjury." 

The  trial  of  two  persons  at  Edinburgh,  who 
'had  been  committed  on  a  charge  of  high  treason, 
took  place  under  a  speciai  commissiim,  in  ihe 
month  of  September,  in  this  year.  On  the  dd 
4ay  of  that  month,  Robert  Watt,*  a  man  with* 
out  a  local  habitation,  ^and  a  4Bpy  by  profession, 
was  tried  and  convicted  of  high  treason.  This 
man,  it  appeared,  had  formed  a  romantic  project 
for  seizing  by  force  upon  the<castie  of  Edinburgh, 
as  well  as  upon  the  persons  of  the  principal  Judi- 
cial and  municipal  officers  of  that  city,  togetter 
with  the  bank  and  the  excise-office.  This  inten** 
Hon  he  had  communicated  to  seraral  persons, 
who  all  refused  to  come  into  his  plans,  except 
one  Da^id  Downie,  an  illiterate  mechanic  That 
Watt  had  conspired  to -le^y  war  against  theJung, 
tliere  could  be  no  doubt,  but  as  be  had  not  actually 
levied  it,  it  was  eontended  that  his  offence  did 
not  come  within  theproper  and  ilegal  construc- 
tion of  the  statute  of  Eidward  III.  -But  the  most 
remarkable  circumstance  in  the  itriri  was  the 
prisoner's  defence,  in  which  be  -asserted,   and 

E'oduced^  letters  in  court  from  Mr.  Secretary 
undas,  in  support  of  that  assertion,  that  he  had 
been  retained  as  a  spy  in  the  service  of  govern- 
ment, and  had  received  money  from  tbem,  for 
his  services.*  The  prisoner's  counsel,  therefore, 
contended,  that  what  their  client  had  done  wan 
with  ne  otiier  view  than  to  arrive  more  <oom« 
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pletelj  at  the  knowledge  of  the  seci^ts  of  those 
persons,  whose  cendnot  he  was  to  observe,  and  bjr 
appearing  zealous  in  the  same  cause,  to  corer  bis 
real  intehtions,  of  betraying  theae  hansels,  and 
bringing  to  punishment  the  enetnies  of  their 
sov^ereign.  This  singular  defence  did  not  avail 
tiie  prisoner;  the  jury  pronounced  him  guilty,  the 
jndge  passed  the  sentence  of  death  upon  him,  and 
the  executioner  performed  his  duty.  Downie  was 
aiso  conricted  and  condemned,  but  the  jury 
Tecommended  him  to  mercy,  and  the  royal  cle- 
mency was  extended  towards  him. 

While  the  public  mind  was  still  in  a  high 
state  of  fermentation,  and  in  the  interval  between 
the  state  trials  in  the  north  and  those  that  were 
aow  pending  in  the  British  metropolis,  a  dreadful 
rumour  was  on  a  sudden  raised,  of  a  design  to 
assassinate  the  king  The  persons  implicated  in 
this  charge  were  one  Le  At aitre,  apprentice  to  a 
watcb-maker,  in  Denmark -street ;  Wittiam  Hig- 
flinsy  apprentice  to  a  chemist,  in  Fleet-street; 
and  a  man  of  the  name  ef  Smith,  who  kept  a 
lN>ok- stall  is  the  vicinity  of  Lincdn^s  Inn.  Their 
accuser  was  a  young  man  of  the  name  of  Upton, 
an  apprentice  to  a  watch-maker.  The  conspi- 
rators, who  all  resided  in  London,  were  appro* 
kended  by  a  warrant  from  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
on  Saturday,  the  27th  of  September^  and  under- 
went several  examinations  before  the  privy 
council.  The  charge,  resting  an  the  unsupported 
•evidence  of  Upton,  was  tothe  followingefiect:  An 
instrument  was  to  have  been  constructed  by  the 
informer  Upton,  in  the  form  of  a  walking-stick, 
in  which  was  to  have  been  inserted  a  brass  tube, 
of  two  feet  long ;  through  this  tube  a  poisoned 
<dart  or  arrow  was  to  have  been  blown  by  tlie 
breath  of  the  conspirator  Le  Maitre,  at  his 
majesty,  either  on  the  terrace  at  Windsor,  or  in 
the  play-house.  The  poison  prepared  was  to  have 
been  of  so  subtle  a  nature,  that  if  the  point  but 
glanced  upon  the  king,  it  was  to  have  produced 
instantaneous  death.  This  story,  which  set  at 
defiance  all  knowledge  of  every  human  art  and 
-flcience,  for  some  time  obtained  credit,  and  the 
persons  accused  were  committed  for  trial ;  but 
after  a  iQtfg  and  severe  imprisonment,  the  evi- 
dence against  them  was  found  s5  inconsistent, 
absurd,  and  incredible,  that  the  whole  afikir  fell 
into  contempt,  under  the  popular  designation  of 
•the  pop-pin  ploti  and  the  men  were,  without  trial, 
net  at  liberty. 

These  transactions  served  but  as  a  prelude 
to  the  proceedings  that  were  now  about  to  take 
place  in  the  Sessions  House,  at  Clerkenwell,  and 
lon  which  the  attention  of  the  whole  country  was 
xiveted  with  intense  anxiety.  4>b  the  25th  of 
October,  Thomas  Hardy,  a  shoe-maker,  in  Pic- 
•cadUly,  who  hadacted as  secretary  to  the  London 


Corresponding  Society ;  Daniel  Adams,  the  secre-  BOOK   L 

tary  to  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information ; 

J^ohn  Home  Teoke,  *he  philologist ;  the  Rev.  Chap,  xva. 
Jeremiah  Joyce,*  precentor  to  Lord  Mahon ;  ^"^T^^T^ 
John  Thelwalij  the  pohtjca)  lecturer;  Thomas  ^'^* 
Holcroft,  the  dramatist;  J.  A.  Bonney ;  Stewart 
Kyd  ;  John  Richer ;  and  John  Baxter,  were  all 
arraigned  at  the  Old  Bailey,  before  the  president 
of  the  Special  Commission,  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Eyre.  The  indictment  was  of  uncommon  length, 
and  contained  no  less  than  nine  overt  acts  of  high 
treason,  aH  resolving  themselves  into  the  general 
charge,  that  these  persons  did  conspire  to  sum- 
mon delegates  to  a  national  convention,  with  a 
view  to  subvert  the  government,  to  levy  war 
against  the  existing  authorities  of  the  country^ 
and  to  despose  the  king.  The  court,  at  tbf 
request  of  the  prisoners,  determined  that  they 
should  be  tried  separately,  and  Mr.  Hardy  was 
the  first  of  the  number  put  upon  his  trial. ' 

The  opening  speech  of  Sir  John  Scott,  the 
attorney- general,  occupied  nine  hours  in  the  deli- 
Tery,  and  consisted  chiefly  of  a  recapitulation., 
of  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  reports  of  the  secret. 
4;ommittee  of  the  house  of  commons.  The 
written  evidence  consisted  chiefly  of  advertise- 
ments, addresses,  &c.*  published  in  the  news- 
papers, and  of  several  private  letters,  which  had 
been  seized  among  the  papers  of  the  prisoners. 
Man;^of  these  papers  were  in  an  intemperate  and 
even  inflammatory  style,  with  respect  to  ministers, 
and  other  persons  in  authority,  out  none  of  them 
tcould  hy  any  fairness  of  construction  be  construed 
into  high-treason.  On  the  parole  evidence,  the 
attorney- general  had  drawn  a  very  candid,  and  a9 
it  afterwards  appeared,  a  necessary  distinction. — =• 
**  Some  of  the  witnesses,^'  he  observed, "  were  above 
all  exception ;  and  some  were  persons  employed 
by  the  government  to  watch  over  the  proceedings 
of  these  societies  ***  From  the  witnesses  of  the 
former  description,  nothing  was  extracted  to 
establish  the  charge  against  the  prisoner,  and  the 
latter  were  found  undeserving  of  credit.  These 
men  enumerated  several  instauces  of  rash  and 
inflammatory  expressions,  not  personally  affscting 
the  prisoner.  Hardy,  used  at  difierent  meetings 
of  the  popular  societies,  which  might  come  under 
the  designation  of  sedition,  but  of  any  formal 
design  to  subvert  the  government,  there  existed 
no  evidence  whatever. 

The  grand  object  at  which  these  associationa 
aimed,  was  unquestionably  to  effect  a  reform  in. 

Earliament,  upon  the  principles  of  the  Duke  of 
Richmond — universal  suffrage  and  annual  elec- 
tions ;  and  as  these  societies  contained  a  large 
Sortion  of  converts  to  the  novel  and  extravagant 
octrines  of  Mr.  Paine,  there  can  be  little  doubC 
but  that  some  of  thie  members,  in  thie  Jieight  of. 
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BOOK  I.  their  enthusiasm,  believed  that  a  radical  reform 

• in  parliament,  upon  democratic  principles,  would 

Chap.xvii.  eventually  lead  to  the  establishment  of  a  demo* 
^""^jqT^  cratic  government ;  but  this  did  not  amount  to 
treason,  nor  ev«n  (o  sedition.  An  attempt  was 
made  indeed,  on  the  part  of  the  crown-lawyers, 
to  shew  that  the  associations  in  question  had 
armed  themselves  against  the  government; 
whereas,  on  examination,  it  appeared  that  they 
had  procured  a  few  pikes  to  defend  themselves 
against  the  attacks  of  the  mob,  at  Sheffield,  and 
other  populous  places  where  they  held  their  meet- 
ings.* In  the.  course  of  the  year  preceding  the 
trials,  the  Corresponding  Society  had  applied  to 
Mr.  Francis,  a  member  of  parliament,  to  present 
their  petition  to  the  house  of  commons,  and  that 
eentleman  deposed,  that  upon  this  occasion  Mr. 
Hardy,  their  secretary,  had  voluntarily  offered 
to  come  forward  and  produce  all  the  books  and 
papers  of  the  society,  .to  evince  that  there  was 
nothing  seditious  in  their  conduct,  and  that  their 
object  was  merely  parliamentary  reform.  The 
defence  of  Mr.  Hardy,  Uy  Mr.  Erskine,  may  be 
considered  as  a  model  of  forensic  eloquence.  With 
professional  knowledge  and  sciencie,  this  cele- 
orated  orator  embodied  a  wide  range  of  history 
and  literature,  and  a  thorough  .acquaintance 
with  human  life.  Such  attainments,  invigorated 
by  genius  and  adorned  with  persuasive  grace, 
spoke  to  the  hearts  of  his  hearers  with  th%most 
impressive  eloquence,  and  formed  a  defence  infe- 
rior in  no  respect  to  TuUy^a  defence  of  Milo,  con- 
stituting, at  the  same  time,  a  brilliant  epoch  in 
the  oratory  of  die  British  bar. 

After  a  number  of  witnesses  had  been  called 
'  by  the  prisoner's  counsej,  principally  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  proving  that  the  prisoner  was  of  irre- 
proachable character,  and  that  he  was  a  peace- 
able and  inoffensive  man  ;  the  defence  was  con- 
cluded very  ably  by  Mr.  Gibbs.  The  trial  was 
protracted  to  the,  unprecedented  length  of.  seven 
days,  and  the  evidence  being  closed,  the  jury 
after  a  short  deliberation  returned  a  verdict  of 
Not  Guilty — a  verdict,  than  which  none  ever  pro- 
nounced in  an  English  court  of  justice,  gave  more 
general  satisfaction,  or  was  more  extensively  im  • 
portant  in  its  consequences. 

Considering  the  state  of  parties  in  the  king- 
dom at  this  time,  the  public  joy  at  the  acquittal 
of  Mr.  Hardy  was  much  more  general  than 
might  have  been  imagined.  Even  many  of  those 
who  were  decidedly  adverse  to  the  societies  in 
question,  appeared  to  partake  in  the  triumph, 
nnd.  they  were  probably  not  insensible  to  the 
very  judicious  remark  of  Dr.  Johnson,  on  the 
acquittal  of  Lord  George  Gordon,  as  quoted  by 
Mr.  Erokine  :~'<  I  hate  Lord  George  Gordon, 


but  I  am  glad  he  was  not  convicted  of  this  con- 
structive  treason  ;  for  though  I  hate  him,  I  love 
my  country  and  myself." 

*^  The  acquittal  of  Hardy  gave,"  says  Dr. 
Bisset,  ^^  very  general  satisfaction :  impartial 
friends  to  the  king  and  constitution  were'aware, 
that  the  best  security  of  those  wsis  the  upright 
administration  of  law,  even^  towards  their  ene* 
mies  ;  and  were  pleased  thafa  person  was  acquit-* 
ted,  whose  proven  act  had  not  contravened  the 
statutes    which    only    establish    the    brime    of 

treason."t 

^*  Mr.  Hardy^s  deportment,"    says  an  eye 

witness,  ^^  through  the  whole  of  his  arduous  trials 
was  distinguished  by  the  most  exemplary  decorum ; 
firm,  temperate,  and  tranquil,  he  shewed  through-* 
out  the  conscious  rectitude  of  his  heart;  when 
the  jury  pronounced  the  verdict  of  Not  Guilty,  he 
adckessed  them  in  a  few  words  of  grateful  ac- 
knowledgmeut,  which  were  drowned  in  the  low 
but  universal  noise  of  joy  which  filled  the  court. 
On  being  liberated  from  confinement,  he 'was 
drawn  in  a  coach  by  the  rejoicing  multitudes^ 
first  to  his  own  house  in  Piccadilly,  and  then  to 
bis  brother^s  house  in  Uie  Strand  ;  but  before  he 
entered  the  house,  he  went  into  the  church>yard 
of  St.  Martin,  and  was  shewn  to  the  grave  of 
his  wife,  fron^  whose  side  he  had  been  takea 
when  he  was  first  seized,  and  who  had  falleu 
under  the  shock.  The  multitude  respected  his 
feelings  ^  with  a  sympathy  that  did  them  credit^ 
they  kept  at  a  distance  while  bis  relation  poinfed 
out  to  him  the  grave ;  after  this  affecting  scene, 
he  went  into  his  brother's  house,  and  in  a  short 
address  thanked  his  fellow-countrymen  for  the 
kind  interest  Hhey  had  taken  in  bis  favour,  and 
requested  them,  as  they  respected  the  cause  in 
which  tliey  had  displayed  their  zeal,  to  separate  in 
peace.  The  cry  of  ^*  home  !  home  T'  succeeded, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  the  multitude  had  cx>mpletely 
dispersed.*'  The  gratitude  of  the  people  was 
also  shewn  in  a  similar  manner  to  Mr.  Erskine 
and  Mr.  Gibbs,  the  able  and  intrepid  advocates 
of  Mr.  Hardy. 

After  an  interval  of  eleven  days,  the  cele- 
brated John  Home  Tooke,  formerly  and  for 
many  years  a  clergyman  of  the  established 
church,  a  man  jpossessed  of  extraordinary  intel- 
lectual talents,  but  of  a  peculiar  kind,  and  mixed 
with  a  considerable  alloy  of  eccentricity,  was 
brought  to  the  bar.  On  the  trial  it  appeared, 
to  the  general  surprise  of  the  court,  that  Mr. 
Tooke,  supposed  so  vehemently  democratic,  had 
been  a  remarkably  guarded  and  temperate  advo- 
cate of  reform — that  be  very  rarely  attended  the 
m,eetings  of  the  societies — and  had  even  .incurred 
their  suspicion  and  dislike  on  that  jaccpunt.    Ha 


^  See  State  Trials,  Carnage  and  Biroomhead'a  Endence. 
t  Biwet's  EkUnjt  Vol  Th  page  12. 
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had  freqi^ntly  declared  his  attachment  to  the 
house  of  peerS)  as  an  useful  and  necessary  branch 
of  the  constitution ;  and  had  uniformly  reprobat- 
ed the  Duke  of  Richmond's  plan  of  reform  ;  in 
proof  of  which  it  appeared,  tnat  in  a  conversa- 
tion with  Major  Cartwright  on  the  subject  of 
reform,  he  made  use  of  the  foUowing  familiar,  but 
expressiire  illustration  :  ^^  You  would  go  to  Wind- 
sor, but  I  should  choose  to  stop  at  Hounslow.^* 

*  Some  difficulty  having  arisen  in  the  course 
of  the  trial  conoeming  the  identity  of  the  pri- 
soner's hand  writing,  Mr.  Tooke  offered  himself 
to  identify  it  whenevec  it  appeared,  adding : — 
^^  I  protest  I  have  never  done  an  act — ^I  protest 
I  have  never  had  a  sentiment — I  protest  I  have 
never  had  a  thought,  of  any  poUticat  nature,  which* 
taken  fairly,  I  have  the  smallest  degree  of  dis- 
position not  now  to  admit.  I  am  anxious  that 
my  life  and  character  should  go  together,  and  f 
wish  to-fjlmit  all  that  I  have  said,  done,  or  writ- 
ten." In  the  early  stages  of  this  trial,  some  alter- 
cations took  place,  principally  as  to  matters  of 
form,  but  the  wliole  was  soon  converted  into  such 
a  scene  of  pleasantry  and  good  hnmour  as  per- 
haps never  before  occurred  in  a  trial  for  a  capital 
offence. 

The  most  extraordinary  circumstance  attend- 
ing this  trial  was  the  examination  of  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Mr.  Pitt,  who  were  both  sub- 
poened  as  witnesses  by  Mr.  Tooke.  The  former 
was  interrogated  merely  as  to  the  authenticity  of 
bis  letter  to  Colonel  Cburman,  in  order  to  shew 
that,  as  to  the  matter  of  reform^  the  correspond- 
ing and  constitutional  societies  were  formed  upon 
that  plan,  and  not  modelled,  as  had  been  con- 
tended, upon  the  principles  of  the  French  revo- 
lution. Mr.  Pitt  was  then  called,  and  asked  a 
variety  of  questions  relative  to  the  Westminster 
eonvention  held  on  the  18th  of  May,  1782 ;  to 
these  he  was  not  able,  from  want  of  recollection, 
to  return  any  precise  answer,  but  he  at  length 
remembered  that  he  was  present  at  some  meetings 
in  Privy  Garden,  where  there  were  delemtes 
from  different  parts  of  the  country,  whose  object 
it  was  to  consider  of  the  best  means  of  procuring 
a  reform  in  the  commons'  house  of  .parliament. 
The  evidence  being  gone  through  on  the  22d 
of  November,  the  jury  retired,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  returned  a  verdict  of  Not  GuUty.  An 
involuntary  burst  of  acclamation  instantly  filled 
the  court,  and  was  re-echoed  by  the  populace 
without,  who,  as  on  the  former  occasion,  escorted 
the  counsel,  Messrs.  Erskine  and  Gibbs^  to  their 
chambers. 

The  prosecution  of  the  members  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Society  ended  with  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Tooke,  and  on  Monday,  the  1st  of  December,  a 
jury beinff  empanelled  j»'oybnii£,  Messrs.  Bonney, 
Joyce,  Kyd,  and  Holcroft,  were  acquitted  and 
discharged. 

(No.  9.) 
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The  trial  of  Mr.  Tbelwall  commenced  on  BOOK  I. 

the  same  day,  and  terminated  in  the  same  man ■  ■■ 

ner  as  the  other  state  trials.  No  new  evidence  Chap.xvu; 
was  adduced  against  him,  except  some  intem- 
perate expressions,  which  he  was  said  to^  have 
used  at  a  meeting  at  Chalk  Farm,  and  in  hia 
lecture  room ;  but  the  evidence  of  these  expres- 
sions resting  on  the  authority  of  the  spies  Lynam 
and  Taylor,  whose  testimony  was  rendered 
nugatory  by  that  of  two  other  witnesses,  he  was 
acquitted.  All  the  oth^r  prosecutions  were  dien 
abandoned  by  the  crown  lawyers,  and  those  who 
had  been  indicted  were  liberated  from  confine- 
ment. 

On  the  result,  of  these  trials,  it  is  only 
simple  justice  towards  the  institutions  of  our 
own  country,  to  remark,-  that  whatever  grievan- 
ces Englishmen  may  have  to  complain  of  occa« 
sionally  in  the  administration  of  public  aCRiirs, 
they  cannot  felieitate  themselves  too  strongly  or 
too  frequently  on  the  wide  distinction  which 
exists  between  the  administration  of  justice;  in 
this  and  in  thb  other  countries  of  Europe.  Even 
the  forms  of  law,  which  in  civil  cases  are  produc- 
tive of  expense,  and  might  perhaps  be  simplified 
with  advantage,  form  in  criminal  cases  a  barrier 
against  oppression  and  injustice.  Woe  to  that 
nation^  who  eonsenting  in  any  case  to  dispense 
^ith  the  forms  of  law,  admits  the  dangerous 
doctrine  of  constructive  treason^  and  the  action  of 
prejudice  or  passion  in  judicial  proceedings.  To 
this  fatal  error  may  be  traced  these  black  and 
sanguinary  transactions  which  disgraced  the 
early  periods  of  the  revolution  in  France,  and 
which  led  to  the  condemnation,  or  rather  to  the 
murder,  of  men,  upon  suspicion,  rumour,  and 
prejudice. 

It  is  painful  in  the  extreme,  to  turn  from 
eontemplating  the  happy  institutions  of  our  own 
country,  to  take  a  view  of  the  situation  of  Poland 
at  this  juncture.  The  people  of  that  unhappy 
country,  groaning  under  the  oppressive  yoke  of 
Russia,  Austria,  and  Prussia,  tnumjphed  in  the 
successes  of  France  over  the  armies  of  their 
oppressors:  but  a  severe  retribution  for  this 
o^Feiice  awaited  them ;  and  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1704,  Baron  d'lngebtroehm,  the  Russian 
ambassador  at  Warsaw,  demanded  the  erasement 
of  every  record,  and  the  surrender  of  every  paper 
relating  to  the  constitution  of  1701,  which  had 
beeu  forcibly  abolished  by  the  invaders,  and  that 
of  1772  substituted  in  its  stead. 

The  passive  submission  of  the  Poles  to  this 
dwiand  icrved  only  to  increase  the  insolence  of 
the  conquerors,  and  Russia  at  length  issued  its 
mandate  for  the  reduction  of  the  military  force  of 
Poland  to  16,000  men.  The  veteran  regiments^ 
particularly  in  the  nrighbourhood  of  the  metro- 
polis, positively  rdiised  to  comply  with  this 
requintion,.  and  General  Madalinski  appeared  at 
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BOOK  I.  the  Lead  of  a  great  body  of  iosurgents,  who  had 

resolved  not  to  surrender  their  arms  without  a 

^^^1^^  struggle.  Early  in  the  month  of  February,  in 
1794  ^794,  the  celebrated  Kosciusko,  who  had  already 
distipguished  himself  both  in  America  and  in 
Poland,  appeared  in  the  field.  After  obtaining 
several  advantages  over  the  Prussians  in  their 
newly  acquired  territories,  he  advanced  towards 
Cracow,  which  was  abandoned  to  him  by  the  Rus- 
sian, garrison,  on  the  24th  of  March;  on  which 
lie  issued  a  proclamation,  inviting  the  nation,  in 
the  most  energetic  terms,  to  sh&e  off  their  fet- 
ters, and  to  unite  in  forming  a  new  confederation, 
and  a  solemn  oath  was  taken  by  all  present,  to 
maintain  the  constitution  of  1791 .  In  the  month 
of  April,  General  Kosciusko  began  his  march  to 
Warsaw,  with  an  army  composed  of  such  regular 
troops  as  he  could  collect,  and  reiaforced  by  some 
thousands  of  peasants,  armed  with  pikes.  On 
the  road  he  fell  in  with  a  strong  corps  of  Rus- 
sians,  detached  by  Baron  d'Ingelstroehm,  from 
Warsaw,  to  regain  possession  of  Cracow :  a 
fierce  eixcounter  ensued,  and  the  Russians  were  in 
the  end  totally  routed,  with  great  slaughter — ^the 
Polish  peasantry,  in  their  fury,  and  to  their  dis* 
grace,  giving  no  quarter  to«  the  enemy.  The 
inhabitants  of  Warsaw  now  arose  and  drove  mit 
the  Russian  garrison  after  an  obstinate  resistance. 
Kosciusko  took  immediate  possession  of  the  capi- 
tal, in  consequence  of  which  the  king,  who  had 
previously  issued  a  proclamation,  requiring  his 
subjects  to  lay  down  Uieir  arms,  now  yielded  pas- 
sively to  the  course  of  events,  and  declared  him- 
self head  of  the  confederation. 

Addresses  of  congratulation  were  presented 
from  all  quarters,  and  70,000  men,  exclusive  of 
peasantry,  were  in  arms  before  the  end  of  May ; 
but  this  force  was  disposed  in  different  bodies, 
throughout  the  wide  extent  of  Poland  and  Lithu- 
ania, and  the  vast  armies  of  the  powers  allied 
for  their,  destruction  were  advancinir  upon  them 
With  rapid  steps  on  every  side.  A  Prussian  army, 
under  General  Eisner,  marched  to  the  attack  of 
Cracow,  which  surrendered  at  discretion,  on  the 
15Ui  of  June.  Nearly  at  the  same  time  his  FVus- 
sian  Majesty  advanced  towards  the  city  of  War- 
flfiw,  defended  by  Kosciusko  in  person,  with  such 
skill  and  courage,  that  the  Prussians  were  com- 
pelled, after  a  blockade  and  siege  of  two  months, 
to  retreat  with  loss  and  disgrace  to  the  frontiers 
of  Silesia.  The  Russians,  in  the  mean  time,  were 
gradually  making  progress  on  the  side  of  Lithu- 
ania, and  on  the  8th  of  September,  in  a  general 
^ngHT^ment  near  Brzesc,  defeated  the  insurgents, 
whom  they  obliged  to  retreat  across  the  Bug. 
The  invaders,  now  under  the  command  of  Gene- 
ral Suworow,  the  conqueror  of  Ismail,  marched 
forward  in  full  confidence  of  victory  to  Warsaw, 
designing  in  their  wi»r  to  form  a  junction  with 
tbe  detached  corps  of  General  Ferfen.  With  a 
view  to  prevent  this  project,  KosciudLO,  at  the 


head  of  his  brave  Poles,  attacked  Perfen,  on  the 
10th  of  October,  with  undaunted  intrepidity.  The 
courage  displayed  by  the  Russians  was  not  infe* 
rior,  and  they  had  the  advantage  of  numbers^ 
and  of  superior  discipline.    After  a  contest  of 
five  hours,  the  Poles  were  totally  overpowered, 
and  Kosciusko  himself,  having  received  a  danger- 
ous wound,  was  obliged  to  surrender.      The  fate 
of  Poland  was  decided  by  this  unfortunate  battle. 
The  Generals  Suworow  and  Ferfen,  on  efiecting 
their  proposed  junction,  proceeded  to  Warsaw, 
which  was' defended  bv  Madalinski,  and  other 
brave  officers,  a  formidable  line  of  batteries  being 
opposed  to  the  enemy.  But  Suworow  was  not  to 
be  intimidated  by  any  obstacles  however  formid- 
able ;  he  immediately  ordered  his  soldiers  to  mount 
to  the  assault,  using  only  the  sabre  aud  bayonet ; 
after  a  severe  contest  of  eight  hours  all  resistance 
on  the  part  of  the  Poles  ceased,  and  the  fight 
was  converted  into  a  massacre.    But  the  most 
remarkable  circumstance  in  the  conduct  of  this 
horrid  business  was,  that  nearly  ten  hours  after 
the  Russians,  apparently  satiated  with  blood  and 
slaughter,  had  rested  upon  their  arms,  the  car- 
nage and  pillage  of  this  devoted  city  commenced 
a-new.     The  beautiful  suburb  of  Praga  Was  set 
on  fire,  and  vast  numbers,  not  only-of  men,  but 
of  women  and  children,  perished  by  the  sword, 
or  in  the  flames.    A  capitulation  was  at  length 
^Vanted  to  the  prayers  of  Count  Potocki,  one  of 
the  insurgent  chiets  ;  but  even  in  this  extremity, 
some  high  spirited  patriots  refused  to  take  any 
part    in    the    capitulation ;    among  these    was 
General  Wawrzecki,   governor  of  the  city,   to 
whom  Suworow  ofiered  to  return  his  sword,  but 
the  noUe  Pole,  whose  heart  adversity  could  not 
subdue,  refused  the  profiered  boon,  saying  : — 
*^  This  sword  has  now  become  useless,  since  I 
have  no  longer  a  country  to  defend." 

On  the  0th  of  November,  the  Russian  com- 
mander made  his  triumphal  entry  into  Warsaw, 
traversing  that  dreadful  scene  of  desolation  and 
destruction  in  profound  and  terrifib  silence. 
**  Having  made  a  solitude,  he  called  it  peace.'^ 
The  Polish  chiefii  Kosciusko,  Potocki,  ana  others, 
were  sent  under  a  strong  military  escort  to  St. 
Petersburgh,  and  thrown  into  dungeons ;  and 
Stanislaus,  the  unfortunate  monarch,  soon  after 
ended  his  days  tn-that  city.  A  third  and  final 
partition  of  the  unfortunate  kingdom  of  Poland 
took  place  after  a  short  interval,  conformably  to 
a  new  convention,  signed  at  St.  Petersburgh,  on 
the  24th  of  October,  1795,  between  the  crowns  of 
Russia  and  Prussia,  to  which  Austria  acceded, 
and  the  name  of  Poland  was,  from  this  time, 
blotted  out  from  the  map  of  Europe — or  rather  the 
name  alone  remained,  to  serve  as  an  imperish- 
able monument  of  a  series  of  the  most  flagitious  - 
acts  of  political  injustice  and  oppression  that  are 
to  be  found  in  the  annabs  of  the  civilized  world* 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Cperaiions  in  the  WeH  Indies — Expediiian  under  the  Command  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  Johr^ 
Jervis — Capture  ofMartinko^  St.  Luciay  the  Saints^  and  Guadalqupe — French  Expedition  under 
Victor  Hughes — Re-captureof  Guadaloupe^Operations  in  St.  Domitigo. 


DISASTROUS  as  the  campaigu  of  1794 
had  been  to  the  British  arms  on  (he  CenUnent^her 
quccesSy  wherever  she  acted  alone  and  oil  her  own 
iilement,  was  not  less  distinguished.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year  1793,  the  British  govern- 
■lent  had  prepared  a  formidable  armament  to 
act  against  the  colonies  of  France  in  the  West 
Indies.  On  the  third  of  November,  in  that  year, 
this  expedition  sailed;  the  land  forces,  ^hich 
consisted  of  about  0,000  troops,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  Charles  Grey;  and  the  naval  arma- 
ment, consisting  of  four  ships  of  war,  nine 
frigates,  a  bomb  ketch,  and  a  few  gun-boats, 
and  several  store  ships,  under  the  command  of 
Sir  John  Jervis. 

On  the  first  of  January  the  fleet  arrived  in 
the  West  Indies,  but  it  was  not  till  the  month  of 
February   that  the  campaign  commenced.     On 
the  5th,  6th^  and  8th  of  February,  three  sepa- 
rate   landings    were    effected    on  the  island  of 
Martinico,  and  an  opening  for  the  British  fleet 
having  been  made  by  the  gallant  exertions  of  the 
troops.  Admiral   Sir  John    Jervis  immediately 
sailed  from  Ance  L'Arlet,  and  anchored  in  the 
harbour  of  Port  Royal  with  a  view  to  co-operate 
in  the  reduction  of  ihe  fortress.     Not  withstand-- 
ing  several  spirited  movements  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  a  detachment,  under  Colonel  Symes, 
suoeeeded  in  the  capture  of  the  large  town  of  St. 
Pierre,  while  the  third  battalion  of  grenadiers, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Buckeridge, 
and  supported  by  the  first  and  second  battalions 
of   light    infantry,    under    Lieutenant -colonels 
Coote  and  Blundell,  assailed  General  Bellegarde 
with  so  much  gallantry  and  success,  as  to  take 
p^session  of  his  camp  and  artillery  with  very 
inconsiderable   loss,   the  general   himself,    and 
three  hundred  of  his  followers,  having  fallen  into 
their  hands.    But  notwithstanding  the  success  oi 
the  British  arms,  two  strong  fortresses  still  re« 
mained  to  be  subdued :    the  first  of  these  was 
Fort.  Louis,  situated  on  a  neck  of  land  which 
forms  one  side  of  the  harbour,  called  the  Caren- 
age ;  the  second  Fort  Bourbon,  built  upon  a  hill, 
and  greatly  superior  in  point  of  strength.     The 
British  batteries  of  the  second  parallel,  meant  to 
be  directed  against  Fort  Bourbon,  being  aileng^ 
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complete,   measures   were  concerted   vnth   the  BOOK  1. 

admural  for  a  combined  attack  by  the  naval  and 

land  forces ;  the  artillery  on  the  Mome,  Tortent-  Cbap-XVIII 
son,  and  Carrier,  accordingly  kept  up  a  Constant 
fire  upon  Fort  Royal,  while  all  the  other  bat- 
teries played  on  Fort  Bourbon,  during  both  day 
and  night,  as  well  as  on  the  succeeding  morning 
of  the  19th  of  March,  until  the  ships  destined  for 
this  service  had  taken  their  respective  stations. 

Previously  to  this,  the  battery  on  Point  Car- 
rier, which  forms  the  east  side  of  the  entranco 
of  the  Carenage,  had  been  opened,  and  with  thjp 

fun-boats  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  on  Fort  St. 
louis.  Lieutenant  Bowen,  of  the  Boyne,  wha 
commanded  the  latter,  perceiving  a  favourable 
opportunity,  boarded  the  Bien  l^nue,  a  French 
frigate,  and  brought  off  the  captain,  lieutenant,, 
and  about  twenty  men,  under  a  severe  fire  o£ 
grape-shot  and  musketry  from  the  fort.  The 
success  of  so  gallant  an  action  stimulated  the 
commanders  by  sea  and  land  to  attempt  thi» 
place,  as  well  as  the  town  of  Fort  Royal,  by 
assault.  Scaling  ladders  were  accordingly  pro-^ 
vided  ;  the  Asia  and  Zebra  were  ordered  to  he, 
kept  in  readiness  to  batter  the  walls,  and  also  to> 
cover  the  embarkation,  consisting  of  flat  boats^ 
barges,  and  pinnaces,  under  the  command  oiT 
Commodore  Thompson,  supported  by  Captains 
Nugent  and  Riou ;  while  the  grenadiers  and 
light  in&ntry,  led  bv  lieutenant-coloneb 
Stewart,  Close,  and  BucKeridge,  advanced  from' 
the  camps  of  La  Coste  and  SourHere.  This* 
movement  succeeded  completely  in  every  part 
except  in  respect  to  the  Asia,  which  did  not  enter 
the  port  as  intended,  inconsequence  of  some  mis- 
take of  the  pilot,  who  was  a  French  naval  offi- 
cer*. But  that  unfortunate  circumdtance  did  not 
deter  the  gallant  Captain  Faulknor,  who  had 
been  for  some  time  exposed  to  a  fire  of  grape- 
shot,  firom  undertaking  the  service,  although 
alone  and  unsupported.  On  the  20th,  he  ran  tbe 
Zebra  close  to  the  wall  of  the  fort,  and  leaping 
overboard  at  the  head  of  his  sloop's  company, 
actually  assailed  and  carried  it  by  elrcalade,^ 
before  the  boats  under  Captain  Rogers,  an  activei 
and  spirited  officer,  could  ffet  on  shore  to  his 
assistance.      Immediately  after  this,  a  body  of 


*  Monsieur  de  Tourelles,  Lieutenant  of  the  Fort  preyiously  to  tbe  re?olatioB. 
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BOOK  I.  land  forces,  under  Colonel  Symes,  entered  the 

•    ■  town  by  the  bridge  over  the  canal,  hoisted  the  Bri- 

CBAff.xviii.  tigh  colours,  and  changed  the  name  of  Fort  Louis 

^1701^    *^  ^^^^  Ed  wardj  in  compliment  to  the  prince,  who 

^^     had  arrived  some  time  before  from  Canada,  and 

now  commanded  at  the  camp  of  La  Coste. 

OeMTsd  I^ocbambeau,  who  is  supposed  to 
haTe  been  not  yery  warmly  attached  to  the  cause 
of  the  republicans,  sent  his  aide-de-camp  on  the 
21st,  with  a  flag,  offering  to  surrender  Fort 
Bourbon,  The  terms  were  accordingly  discus- 
sed, aiid  ratified  next  day ;  in  consequence  of 
which  it  was  agreed  that  the  garrison,  amounting 
to  nine  hundred,  should  march  out  with  colourn 
flying)  thirty  rounds  a  man,  and  two  field-pieces 
with  twejve  rounds  ;;  they  were  then  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  after  stipulating  not  to  serve 
against  hi;i  Britannic  Majesty  or  his  allies  during 
the  present  war,  to  embark  immediately  for 
France. 

On  the  2dd,  at  the  hour  appointed,  the  English 
troops  marched  to  the  fort,  struck  the  French 
diree- coloured  flag,  hoisted  the  British  colours, 
and  changed  the  name  of  the  place  from  Fort 
Bourbon ^0  Fort  George;  while  the  goyemor, 
in  consequence  of  a  secret  article,  was  permitted 
io  retire  to  America. 

After  leaying  nix  regiments  as  a  garrison, 
under  Brigadier-General  Wbyte  and  Colonel 
Myres,  the  fleet  sailed  for  St.  Lucia,  the  reduc- 
tion of  which  was  attended  with  little  or  no  diffi- 
culty. On  the  very  next  day  after  the  fleet  had 
left  Martinico,  a  landing  was  ^eted ;  and  the 
enemy^^s  troops  beine  appalled  at  the  matchless 
intrepidity  with  which  Lieutenant^colonel  Coote» 
trith  only  four  light  companies,  had  stormed  a 
redoubt  and*  two  batteries,  agreed  to  surrender 
on  the  3d  of  April ;  Prince  Edward  accordingly 
hoisted  the  British  colours,  and  changed  the 
name  to  Fort  Charlotte,  while  the  Oiiand  Cul  de 
Sac,  in  which  the  fleet  anchored,  received  the 
appellation  of  Barrington  Bay. 

The  entire  conquest  of  St.  Lucia  having 
been  thus  effected  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  and 
Colonel  Sir  Charles  Gordon  intrusted  with  the 
^OYemment  of  the  island ;  the  British  squadron 
immediately  returned  to  Fort  Roval  Bay^  in  Mar*- 
iinico,  where,  having  taken  on  board  two  regi-. 
ments  and  the  heavy  ordnance,  the  admiral 
detached  Captain  Rogers  of  the  Quebec,  and 
three  other  ships,*  on  the  5th  of  AprU,  to  take 
possession  of  the  little  islands  cdled  the  Saints, 
which  they  effected  without  any  loss.  On  the 
same  day  part  ot  this  fleet  anchored  at  Pointe-tU 
Petre  in  Guadaloupe,  but  a  fresh  wind  and  a  lee 
current  prevented  many  of  the  transports  from 
arriving  until  some  time  after.    Without  vraiting 


for  their  assistance,  General  Grey  eflfected  a 
landing  with  a  body  of  infantry,  and  five  hundred 
seamen  and  marines,  in  the  bay,  notwithstanding 
the  fire  of  Forts  Gozier  and  Fleur  d*Elp6e,  under 
cover  of  the  Winchelsea,  Lord  Garlles,  vrho 
placed  his  ship  so  close  to  the  batteries  th||C  the 
enemv  could  not  stand  to  their  guU9>  and  hap« 
p^ned  to  be  theonly  person  vtrQuudeisi  upon  this 
occasion.  At  break  of  day,  on  the  12th  of  April, 
the  fort  of  La  Fleur  d*Ep6e  was  carried  by 
assault,  the  troops  on  this  occasion  attacking  in 
three  divisions  with  the  bayonet ;  the  first  under 
the  command  of  Prince  Edward,  vrho, :  with  a 
body  of  grenadiers  and  a  hundred  of  the  naval 
battalion,  stormed  the  po^  on  Morse  Mascot ; 
the  second,  of  nearly  the  same  number  of  iwoofSf. 
under  Ms^or-general  IHindes,  who  naardied  in- 
such  a  direction  as  to  take  F!e«ir  d'Ep^  la  the 
rear,  and  cut  off  its  communication  with  Fort 
liouis  and  Pointe-i^ Petre ;  the  third  under 
Colonel  Symes,  who  proceeded  by  the  road*  oa 
tiie  sea-side,  intending  to  Co-operate  ^with  the* 
former. 

The  sucoe8»  of  this  bold  and  deeisiTc  attack, 
in  the  course  of  which  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  garrison  was  put  to  the  8  Word 
during*  the  heat  <rf  the  contest,  obtained  for  the 
English  the  immediate  possession  of  that  paK 
of  Ihe  island  called  Grande-^Terre,  for  the  enemy 
thought  proper  to  evacuate  Fort  Louis,  «.tbe  tomi 
of  Point-il-Petre,  and  the  new  battery  on  the 
islet  called  Cochon ;  hat  many  of  the  inhabitanta 
escaped  to  Basse-T^rre  before  the  Gerea  and 
two  gun  boats  could  reach  the  Carena^e,  doI^ 
withstanding  the  alertness  and  precision  vnth 
which  Captain  Incledon  of  the  navy  executed 
the  orders  of  the  admiral. 

After  a  garrison  had  b^n  placed  in  FlMr 
d'Ep^,  now  deamninated  Fort  Prince  of  Wales, 
part  <rf  the  squadron,  with  two  divisions  of  4he 
army,  under  the  command  of  Prince  Edward 
and  Colonel  Symes,  anchored  under  Islet  Haat 
de  Fregate,  and  the  troops  were  landed  thai 
night  and  next  morning,  bemg.the  14th  of  April, 
at  Petit-Bourg :   nearly  about  the   same  tiaie 
another  detaohment,  under  M^or-general  Daa« 
das,  disembarked  within  ashortchstamse  efrtlie 
town  of  Basse-Terre,  and  carried  the  stmg 
post  of  Mome-Magdaline ;  while  the  two  fornix 
columns,  after  seizing  on  the  redoubt  of  d'Ar« 
bond,  which  had  been  evacuated  by  the  ^nemy^ 
and  carrying  Anet  by  storm,  obtained  possession 
of  the  important  post  of  Palmiste,  with  all  '•  its 
batteries,  at  break  of  day.    As  these  commanded 
Fort  Charles  and  Basse-Terre,  General  CoUot 
thought  fit  to  signify  his  intentions  to  ci^ita]ate. 
Anegociation  accordingly  conunenoed  fbrthai 
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*  Tbe  sqnadron  under  Captain  Rogers  consisted  of  his  own  ship  the  duebee,  the  Ceres,  Captain  Indtdon,  the 
Blanche,  Ci^taia  Faa]laior,.and  the  Rose,  Captaiii  Seott» 
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purpose,  aad  Gui^daloupe  frith  all  its  depend'^ 
enciesy  compt^hetiding  the  islands  of  Mariga- 
lante  and  Desirada,  were  giT^n  up  by  him  on 
the  tiame  tearma  thai  had  been  allowed  to  General 
Rocbambeau.  The  'French  garrison  marched 
out  of  Fort  Charies  on  the  21st  of  April,  and 
Pritice  Bdward,  with  the  grenadiers  and  light 
infantry,  having  taken  possession,  the  British 
colours  were  immediately  hoisted  on  Fort  Ma- 
tilda, the  new  name  by  which  it  was  intended 
to  designate  this  place  in  future.  - 

A  large  accession  to  the  sugar  colonies  of 
Qreat  Britain  was  thus  obtained  at  a  Tery  incon- 
siderable eJLpense,  through  the  gallant  and  inde- 
fatigable exertions  of  her  fleets  and    armies; 
while  the  small  portion  of  English  blood  spilt  in 
the  achieyementy  scarcely  stained  the  laurels  of 
Ti<Aory.     But  the  clemency  of  the  conquerors  is 
not  supposed,  upon  this  occasion,  to  have  been 
equal  to  their  yalour;  and  a  prostrate  enemy, 
instead  of  being  recoociled  to  his  fate  by  gen- 
tleness,   was    soon    menaced    with    exactions, 
wholly  incompatible  with  the   rights  of  legiti« 
mate  warfttre*. 

Other  unfortunate  circumstances  contributed 
al  so  at  this  period  to  render  the  English  unpo-- 
pular  in  the  conquered  islands ;  while  the  almost 
indiscriminate  seisure  of  neutral  property,  under' 
tbe  authority  of  a  temporary  oi^er  of  couocH,' 
excited  the  jealousy  of  several  indejiend^nt  na- 
tions, and  produced  the  bitterest  reproaches  on 
the  part  of  America,  whose  vessels  were  confis-' 
cated,  condemned,  and  sold,  witii  a  facility  that 
excited  their  astonishment  and  indignation. 

While  the  English  commanders,  lulled  into 
a  false  security  by  the  facility  With  which  the 
conquest  of  Martinico,  St.  Lucia,  and  Guada- 
loupe,  was  achieved,  had  dispatched  a  reinforce- 
ment to  St.  Domingo,  and  were  publishing  pro- 
clamations enforcing  military  contributions  on 
the  new  subjects  of  Britain,  the  French  govern- 
ment, with  some  diiBculty,  fitted  out  a  feeble 
armament  for  tiie  West  Indies.  This  was  com- 
posed of  only  two  frigates,  two  forty-four  gun 
ships  armed  en  JhUe^  and  incapable  of  much 
resistance,  a  tsorvette,  and  two  transports,  the 
whole  of  which  did  not  contain  above  fifteen 
hmdred  troops.  But  the  chief  ^strength  ot  this 
little  sfuadron  oonnsted  in  a  simple  decree  of 


the  national  don vention,  which,  by  recognian^  .  BOOK  I. 
the    principles   of  univisrsal   justice,  conferred  r —      „ " 
liberty  tm  all  the  slavesin  the  coldniesf.    And  if  \^^;^^^ 
the  law  in  question  was  admirably  contrived  to      |f  g^ 
^ect  the  purpose  for  which  it  waft  intended,  the 
commissioner  4>y  whom  it  was   to  be  enforced 
must  be  allowed  to  have  been  equally  well  calcu- 
lated for  deriring  every  possible  advantage  from 
so  extraordinary  a  measure.     This  was  Victor ' 
Hughes,  a  man  fitted    by  nature  for  desperate 
enterprises,     and  favoured   upon    the    present 
ocoi&sion    by  a  coihbination    of   circumstances 
singularly  auspicious  ;  for  General  Dundas,  the 
Governor    of    Guadaloupe,    died     about    this 
period,  of  the  yellow  fever ;  Colonel  Clos,  the 
second    in  command,   was  seised    at  the  same' 
time  with  a  disease  that  proved  mortal;  wlule' 
the  troops  were  thinned  by  contagion,  and  the 
inhabitants  disaflfected  to  the  English  government' 
in  consequence  of  recent  events.     The  people  of 
colour  too  cbuld  not  easily  forget  that  beneficent' 
but  perhaps  preddature  la^,  ^hich  had  rendered ' 
them  the  equals  of  the  white  inhabitants  ;  and  the 
negroes,  glorying  in  a  principle  congenial  to  and 
closely  interwoven  with  the  texture  of  the  human* 
fi-ame,  hailed  the  decree  of  emancipation  with 
rapture,  and  joyfully  rallied  round  the  cap  of 
liberty,  now  hoisted  as  a  standard. 

The  French  squadron  having  escaped  all  the 
English  cruisers  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner,' 
arrived  at  Pointe-ii-Petre,  in  Guadaloupe,  on  th^ 
Sd  of  June,  after  a  passage  of  forty-one  days 
firbm  Rochefort ,  landed  a  l^y  of  troops  near  the 
village  of  Gozier  in  the  cour^  of  the  same  night, 
and  prepared  for  an  immediate  attack. 

In  the  mean  time,  many  of  the  French 
planters  stationed  wttbln  the  fort,  being  ignorant 
of  the  force  as  well  as  o^the  -ultimate  intentions 
of  the  enemy,  proposed  to  march  out  and  surprise 
them,  with  a  view  of  cutting  off  their  communica- 
tion with  tbedisalRcted  inhabitants  in  the  colony, 
and  driving  them  back  to  their  ships.  On  this, 
the  commandant  having  permitted  them  to  assem- 
ble one  hundred  and  eighty  volunteers,  the  party 
sallied  forth  at  dight  o^clock  in  the  evening ;  but 
on  being  une:qiectedly  discovered,  a  general 
panic  seiced  on  the  unhappy  royalists,  who,  re- 
edlecting  that  if  they  escaped  from  the  fire  they 
should  be  exposed  to  the  guillotine  of  the  repub- 


*  See  Bfaior^gsnertl  Dondss's  prselaSMtios,  dated  Mariinioo,  Februanr  19th,  1704 )  and  another  prodamation  by 
lAeatenant-ffaserai  Pfasoott,  datsA  May  lOlh,  1794,  iq  which  it  was  iotiniated,that  «<  att  the«olsnial  prodoelioiw  aad  pro* 
fisioDa,  of  waatever  kind  and  quaH^,  ahoold  be  publicly  sold  for  tbe  profit  of  the  captora." 

f  Liberty  amq  Bqualxtt. 

:^xhmU  of  m  Ihcnt  ^lAe  Nmrnnai  Ctmvintim  ofikB  H&thPluuioN^  iheueottd  ymr  of'ikt  Ft^ntk 

■  RepuUiCf  one  ciiji  mdiviiible, 

"  The  nationd  conrenfion  declares  U^t  ne«rro  slavery  in  all  tbe  colonies  is  abolished ;  and  conseoue ntly,  that  all  men, 
*^  without  distinctiim  of  colour,  domiciliated  in  the  c<A^I^;W  French  citizens,  and  entitled  to  411  ihe  rights  confirmed  by  the 
^*  constitution.  It  enj^itM  the  oommittee  of  pubfic  aafbty  esnstantly  to  report  on  the  meaanros  to  be  taken  to  seoois  ths  cxs- 
**  cution  of  the  present  decree.'* 

(No.  10,)  L  L 
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BOOK  L  Iic|^9,  betoolL  themselT^.tP  fliirlit,  no^ittisti^d* 

-«-^— -*-  iqg  the  repeated  attempt^  of  Capt^  M'jpqwaU. 

^,1^^^^*  of  the  48.d^  the  JQnglifi^  officer  by  5R)imi  tb«J 

^^7""^  iN(ore  comwA^AfA^  to  rnUy  th^Mi^ 

Encoiuraged  l»y  tb^s  unfof  tnoata^e^ept,  Yiptof 
Hugbes  det^niaeia  t^  adiwice  ^gafaet  Poiipt^ . 
irPetr^  ai>d  attempt  U  bv  st^HO*  After  an 
arduous  struggle,  lie  at  leiigtb  succeeded  ia 
obtainuig  possession  of  tbe  whole  of  that  part  of 
the  islana  called  Grande-Teire ;  Lieutenant- 
eolond  Dnmmond  hairing  fpuiid  it  necessary  to^ 
retreat  with  his  feeble  gi^rrisonto  BaBfa-Terre. 

'  In  iho  mean  tin^  ..tl|e;  Q/ritifb  o^nwanders 
hx  s^  and  land  had  aotuiMly  erobsri^^,  ^nd  wc^e 
uont  tq  aail  from  St  Kjitf  s  for  Kngl^nd^ .  wMn 
tbev  receiTed  tbe  inteUig^nc^  equally  unpl^asii^p 
mai  uneiipected^  qC  the  arrival  of  an  anui^mcnt- 
from  France.  On  thia.  Sir  John  Jerris,  after 
diapatdbdag  a  ^veasel  to  MUrtiaiM  £bv  reinforce-* 
wml»f  and  collecting  aomn  shipa  of  war»  imme* 
cUately  proceeded  to  Gnt^aloiipOi  and  arriixjed 
on  the  oaj  aftor  the  evacuation.  On  learning 
the  state  of  affiiini,  he  ancbfved  ofTPeiate^il-Petre, 
end  blockf^dad  the  Frenph  sqoadroa,  while  Sir 
Charles  Grey  proceeded  to  Basse-Terre^  where, 
he  collected  a  foroe  fr<nn  the  neighboering  coIo* 
m^  at  flue  town  of  Peiil^Boow,  for  the  reduc<* 
tiion  of  Grande-Twre.  And  me  islaads  of  St. 
CbfiRtopher  ^nd  Ant^^iM^  alarmed  at  lecent 
e? eetef  raised;  a  coesidfr^ble  body  of  irolun^e^iff 
io  awi^t  in  the  eaq^^dition^ 

J^TfiTf  thing  being  ai  length  prepared  fov  tht 
ipe^s^Mnest  of  GraMe*Ten^  a  landing  wef) 
^Stti/f^  under  coyer  of  two  finoatea^  at  Anqe 
Canot,  the  gfenadiembei^gf  led- by  Lieutenant-^ 
pojoael  Fisher,  and  the  lig^  infantry  by  lien* 
tisnant-colonel  Qoinm.  Opi  this  the  Frencb 
abandoned  Gosieii»  end  asaumed  a  position  tba$ 
ciemmanded.  the  road  to  Fort  Fleur  d'Ep^ 
From  this  position  they  were  with  some  difficultyi 
dislodgedi  and  altboudbb  thejF  rallied  agun^.thej^ 
^ere  at  length  obliged  to  retire  into  the  fori 

Recurring  to  the.inode  of  snocessiye  engage^ 
nients  practised  by  hi^  countrymen  in  Europe,  iq 
the  coarse  of  the  very  evening  in  which  they; 
had  been  last  d^eated»  the  French  oommissionei? 
sallif4  ont  at  the  head  of  a  motley  army  of  blacks^ 
inidat(Q?8|  and  whites,  and  attacked  the  post 
e^upied  by  ColQn«^  Fisher  en  Mome  Mascot, 
imder  ooTcr  of  the  guns  of  Fleur  d'Epie.  But 
notwithotuiding  timy  were  worsted  upon  tbda 
eecasion  also,  they  persevered-  with  amasing 
obstinacy,  and  on  the  30th  of  June,  advanced 
with  a  fieU-piece,  to  the  number  of  one  thousand 
five  hundred  men,  assuming  a  more  regular 
appearance  than  before^  the  peeple  ef  oelonr 
hemg  by  tiiis  clothed  in  the  national  umform  ; 
th^bayoniets  of  ti^  En^l^  hpwever^  eoce  lOQre 
drove  th»|L  frpn^  the  nei|^  loik  consjdftrahln 
atMuditeB^ 


The  Blitish  eonmnnder^  ^courf^ed  by 
th9S^.  successes  en  the  one  Imnd,  and  urged  by 
tbe  ai^pf  oech  of  the  hwricaee  aeesen  on  tbe  other^ 
daterpiieed  to  finish  the  eampeignby  ooe  bold 
and  brilUant..n}iMMeuvr»,  in  which  was  displayed 
aU  his  former  sfal^  unaecompiinied  however  wtth^ 
smy  of  his  formcqr  good  fortime.  Having  con- 
certed the  necessary  measures,  BrigadierTgeoeral 
Symes  received  orders  to  advance  from  Morne 
llascot,  and  to  assault  the  town  en  the  2d  ef  July . 
He  accordingly  proceeded  with  a  body  of  infan- 
try,, and  the  f  st  battalion  of  seamen,  commanded 
by  Captain  Robertson,  who  stormed  Pointe-jt- 
Petre  before  day-break ;  but  by  a  mistake  on  the 
part  of  the  guides,  they  entered  ftt  tbe  strongest 
aide,  and  w^ne  soon  overpowered  by  the  enemyf 
who  commenced  an  attadL  upon  them  with  round 
and  gv^pe  shot,  aa  wdl  as  small  arms,  in  the 
course  of  which  the  ooB>nuMi<Kng  officer  and 
Brigadier-general  Fisher  were  b^  wwieded,. 
as  well  as Xieutenant-colonel  Gemm,  and  Cap- 
tain Robertson  of  the  navy,  two  meritorious 
o$cerB.  The  complete  fiedlure  of  this  attanpt, 
in  all  probabiKtv,  prevented  the  tennination  of 
itf0  war  in  Guadalenpe,  as  Sir  Charles  Grey  had 
made  preparations,  in  case  of  success,  for  the 
storming  of  Fort  Fleur  d*Bpie ;  but  he  was  now 
obliged  to  rdinqoish  the  meditated  attack,  and 
even  todeta^abody  of  tvoops  under  Captator 
Stewart,  as^  well  as  a  paaiy  of  seamen  from  the 
Boyne,  undea  LJeutpnaat  WooUey,  to  cover  the 
rdvent  of  the  unfortunate  division.  Nor  4Kd  tiie 
dmster  tenniontehfre,  for  in  the  course  of  that 
very  night  it  was  found  necessary  to  retire  ta 
Oofiier,  to  march:  one  part  ef  the  forces  by  Petit- 
Qourg  to  Berville,  and  to-embwfc  the  remainder  ^ 
which  waff  happily  eflBscted  wtthont  the  loss  of  a 
single  man,^  nnqer  the  direction  of  Rear-admiral 
Xbcmpaon.  After  tiiis,  the  eommander-in-chief 
oecMPied  the  ground  between  8t»  John^s  Point 
and  M ahault  Bey  with  his  whole  foree ;  hie  also 
erected  batteries  of  heavy  artillery,  as  well  as  ef 
moctei%.  St;  ]^int  Sei;on»  end  Pmnt  St.  JMrn, 
ej^posite  FointeriUPetre^  whence  he- attemj^tsd 
to  deptnov  both  the  toym.aiid  the  shippings  wtuOe 
the  gnn-beats  bdonging  to  the  fleet  ^ere  inces* 
fantiy  employed  in  Mttering  tbe  forte  at  Pointe* 
ii-Petre  Mid:  La  Fleur  d'Bp4e ;  but  hy  tUs  time 
the  Frencheommissiouer,  although  not  emilUnry 
man,  had  concentrated  his  strength,  and  made 
sndi  able  diapesitions,  an  soon  gave  him  a  deci- 
ded superiority.  He  had  ahe  recourse  to  raer^ 
getic  proelsmations,^  in  which,  while  he  detailed 
tiie  beoeftts  conferred  by  the  convention,  he  at  the 
same  time  inflamed  the  courage  and  aroused  the 
hopes  of  those  devoted  te  a  cense.  wUdk  he  had  sa 
aUy  aad.se  successfully  supported. 

By  tibis  thne  the  admiral  and  genera^  unable 
to.  counteract  the  effiurts  of  a  man  who  contrived 
tn  ann  hot|i  master  and  slave  in  one  eommea 
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cause,  bad  retired  to  Martinico,  whence  fliej  in 
vain  solicited  succours  from  England.  Until 
these  should  arrive,  a  defensiTe  system  of  war- 
fare was  adopted,  and  it  was  hoped  ^mir  the 
naval  force  stationed  at  the  Sal^  would  render 
Basse -Terre  secure  from  in^rasion.  But  thes^ 
calculations  proved  fallacioue^  for  this  resolute 
and  persevering  enemy,  by  eluding  the  vigilance 
of  the  English  shipping,  effected  the  passage 
in  the  night  of  tbe  97d&  dT  September,  and  made 
two  diflbrent  landinjp,  the  one  kt  6oyave,  and 
the  other  at  Lameatui.  After  seizing  on  Petit- 
Bourg,  where,  under  pretence  of  retaliating 
former  outrages,  many  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
"were  basely  put  to  death,  they  advanced  to 
Point  Bacchus,  unfortunately  intercepting  Colo- 
pel  Dnuninond  and  a  jparty  of  Frenek  ocdonist^* 
|uid  obtained  possession  of  the  hcif^ts  in  tha 
neighbourhood  of  the  English  campb 

The  British  troop»  undw  the  eemmand  of 

Brigadier-general  Colin  Grahane^y  tvhich  at  first 

coAsifiied   of  near  600  regulars  and  royalists^ 

|rere,  in  the  course  of  a  few  datft^  reduoed  t^ 

>25  jpank  and  file  fit  for  duty*    rmdtng  that  he 

fva^^  cut  off  from  all  commynicatioiiy  HKgeuand 

Felaictaiptly  consented  to  ccipitulate  on  the  6di  of 

October,  and  the  British  iroops  were  allowed  tha 

lipnours  of  vriir.    Bui  a  harder  fate  awaited  tha 

white  and  firee  people  of  cohkur,  who  hiA  takte 

the  oath  of  aUegiane0  to  his  Britvmto  Mfl^jesl^ 

.  fThe  British  general  oonid  only  proeusre  the  privi«t 

leg^  of  one  covered  boat^  in  which  he  conveyed 

away  somje  of  the  principal  royalists  ^$  the  others, 

many  of  whom^  the  oonqneror  thoai^t  proper  to 

consider  aa  rebels,  were  abandoned  to  their  fate^ 

and-  one  pt  the  chiefs,,  finding  that  his  threa 

brothers  wore  not  to  be  admitt^  into  the  privi** 

leged^  boat).  19  said  ta  have  shot  himself  vritk 

a  pistol  in  the  presence  of  the  Engfish  general. 

In  consemence  of  these  nnfortunate  events^ 
the  whole  of  the  island  of  Gaadalonp^  one  post 
only  excepted,  waa  reatofiad  to  die  Frenchi  •  ill 
whoaa  favnu  the  inilitia,|.eons€iona  of  the  ftte 


that  awaited  their  disobecUenoe,  now  declared  ;   BOOK  L 
and  General  Prescott,  who  commanded  at  Fort  ■ 

Matilda,  ^ding  his  cannon  dismounted,  and  that  Ch^xvii!. 
even  the  Boyne,  and  other  men-of-vrar  which  ^""^T^jl^T"^ 
had  repaired  to  his  assistance,  were  occasionally      ^ '^^ 
<>bHged  to  sheer  off  from  the  gotf  and  'mortatr  bat- 
teries, after  protracting  the  siege  for  near  a  month, 
deemed  it  prudent  to  evacuate  the  plaice  during 
,the  niriit  of  the  10th  of  December,  which  was 
aocorangl^    effected    without  loss,    tinder  the 
sn^ednCoiddneedf  Captain  Bo  wen,  of  tiie  Terp- 
aioho!^  who  was  woulided  npon  tUa  oecarion. 

Thus,  in  c<Misequenoe  of  the  exertions  of  a 
single  individual,  aided-  by  a  small  force  from  the 
mother '  country,  and  armed  with  a  decree  of  a 
few  lines,  annulling  slavenr,  Gnadaloupe  was 
i*etlered  <o  Franbe  i  and  when  it  h  r^ditsctcd, 
thaft  althonth  natotf^nictecMii  Ae  a^t  of  i<w,  h^ 
oompietaly  baffled  tiie  aetivityy  enterprise,  and 
preifesstonai  skill  of  two  of  the  «bl«6t  com- 
ihanders  inr  the  service  of  GreAt  BriMdn,  it  i» 
hot  eandid  to  add,  ^at  If  the  lAimMity  of  Victor 
Hn^es  had  beevaa  censpioueu^  as  hi^  tid^ts^ 
he  Would*  haiM  be«  eurpaMed  byfeiMien  of  the 
present  age. 

While  the  British  cause  wae  by  tama 
trinokphant  and  unprosparons  itt'  Guadaloup^, 
fortune  seemed  for  a  time  to  smile  propitious  in 
St  Bmniago^  where  nearlf  the  whole  of  the 
peninanla  of  Tibufon  had  siibmilted  to  Lieutenf^ 
antrcolouel  Wfaitelecke. 

But  in  the  WmtlndKes,  aa  in  Europe^  it  Waa  ' 
aoon'fovnd  tint  the  oMipaition' of  so  many  phtee* 
necessarily  lendered  the' defence  of*  em  vieak^ 
and  that  eKtension>onlfpM»dneedt insecurity';  fot 
aUbongh  Captain  Grant,  of  the  i8lh  re^tfi^n^  * 

gaUandy  veptdsed  three  ditftinet  bodies  of  the 
enemy,  afteFboth  hims^  tmd  hie  two  lietftenahiii^ 
were  vrounded,  yet  the  town  and  port  of  Leegane 
Mk  into  the  haada  of^  the  repneKcatttf ,  ahd  the 
officer  commandnag-al  Tiboiwn'  waa  oMig^d  in  the 
eouae  of  a-faiv  «Mki  ta  evaonite  that  post* 
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BOOK  I.  AT  ao  period  in  ibe-annals  of  the  Rerolii- 

■  iioiii  nor  perhaps  in  the  history  of  France,  had 

€hap.X1X.  sacjh  a  succession  of  brilliant  exploits  distinguished 
'  the  arms  of  that  qountry  as  in  the  campaign  of 
1794 ;  and  a  list  of  recent  conqurats  was  printed, 
and  afl&xed  to  a  tablet  which  was  hung  in  the 
hall  of  Hie  conyentioa,  from  which  it  appeared,,^ 
that  die  t#n  proyioces.of  the  Austrian  ^Tether* 
lands ;  Uie  seven  United  Provinces ;  the  bishoprics 
of  Liege,  Worms,  and  Spires  ;  the  doctorates 
of  Treves, 'Cologne,  and  Mentz;  the  duchy  of 
Deux* Fonts ;  the  Palatinate;  and  the  duchies  of 
Juliers  and  Cleves,  all  ranked,  amongst  her!con^ 
quests  in  the  north ;  while  the  duchy  of  Savo^, 
with  the  principalities  of  Nice  and  Monaco,  in 
Italy,  swoiled  tneir  number  in  the  south.  The 
population  of  the  oon<|ttered  countries  was  in  this 
(document  estimate  at  thirtoen.millions  of  souls; 
which,  added  to  the  twenty-four  millions  con- 
tained in  andent  France,  ^ve  the  republic  a 
number,  of  citizens  amountiog  to  thirty i>seven 
millions.  These  conquesis  had,  as  they  as- 
serted, bjBen  achieved  in  seventeen  months, 
during  which  period  the  Frendi  armies .  had 
gained  twenty-seven  general  battles,  had  been 
victoijous  in  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  actions,  and  had  taken  one  hundred  and 
sixteen  strong  cities  and  fortified  {daces.  These 
succetoes,  sajf  thev,  have  been  obtained  over 
the  best  disciplined  armies  in  Europe,  elated 
with  their  past  triumphs  over  warlike  enemies, 
and  commanded  by  generals  of  consummate 
experience  and  most  dazzling  reputation ;  while 
the  armies  of  the  republic,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  contest,  consisted  of  officers  and  soldiers, 
few  of  whom  had  seen  service,  and  commanded 
by  generals  hitherto  without  renown*. 

The  natural  effect  of  such  a  series  of  suc- 
cesses was  to  weaken  the  cement  which  held 
together  the  coalition,  and  most  of  the  neigh- 
bouring powers  became  eager  to  recognize  the 
repubiuL    The  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  brother 


to  the  emperor,  was  the  first  to  aeknovrledg^  the 
new  government,  and  in  n  public  prodamation 
dated  March  1, 1795,  he  says,  ^-his  royal  high- 
ness now  expressly  repeals  all  acts  of  adhesion, 
consent,   and  accessicm  to  the  armed  coalttian 
against  the  French  republic,'*  and  re-establishes 
^  the  neutrality  of  Tosoany/'    This  was  soon 
after  followed  by  a  recognition  of  the  French 
republic  on  the  part  of  die  King  of  Pntssia,  who 
having  annexed  two. great    commercial  cities, 
Dantzic  and  Thorn,  together  with  soHie  of  the 
most  fertile  provinces,  of  Poland,  to  the  dominions 
of  the  house   of  Brandeaburg,  entered  iikto  a 
negociiation  with  the  committee  of  publie  safety, 
and  on  the  5th  of  April,  1795,  eoQCUided  a  treaty 
of  reciprocal  advantage,  by  means  of  his  naintster, 
the  Baron  de  Hardenberg,  with  <»tizen  Barthe- 
lemy,   the  French  ambassador  at  Basle*     His 
Prussian  Mi^ty,  who  had  been  die  first  to  enter 
into  the  coalidon  against  France,  and  was  now 
among  the  first*  to   abandon  the   confederated 
princes,  felt  that  his  conduct  called  for  some  jus- 
tification, and  acoordUingly,  on  the  8d  of  May»  a 
dedaradon  was  promiHgatM  from  Berlin,    in 
which  he  said : — ^^  After  three  Uoody- campaigns, 
fertile  in  death  and  dci^olation, '  is  not  suffering 
humanity 'fbronghtsufficiendy  low  i     His  majesty 
cannot  wholly  sacrifice  himself,  and  leave  bis  . 
dominions  entirely  a  prey  to  destruction,  for  the 
sake  of  participating  in  the  fqture  experiment  of 
a  war,  the  result  of  which,  if  it  were  even  .as 
favourable  as  possible,  would  still  be  inferior  to  a 
present  negociation  for  peace.     All  considerations 
of  foreign   and  domestic  relations;  as  likewise 
the  sacred   duties  whidi  his   migesty  owes  to 
the  prosperity  of  his  provinces,  to  his  subjects, 
longing  for  peace  and  tranquUlily,  and  to  the 
happiness  of  his   own    royal  bosom,   summon 
him  most  urgentiy  to  renounce  forthwith  a  war 
whose  future  issue  must  only  prove  ruin  past 
redemption.". 

Tnis  proclamation,  so  different  in  language 


*  Dr.  Bisset^s  History,  vel.  v'l.  p.  49,  50. 
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and  in  spirit  to  the  meinurablf  proclamation  issued 
by  the  Duke  of  Brunswick,,  the  Prussian  ^  com- 
mander,  on  entering  the  French  territory  in  the 
month  of  July,  1792,  was  soon  after  followed  hy 
a  treaty  of  peace  between  the  Landgrave  of  Hesae 
Casselandthe  French  republic,  under  the  me- 
diation of  the  King  of  Prussia,  in  which  it  was 
stipulated,  that  the  French  should  still  continte 
to  occupy  one  of  his  fortresses,  Rheinfeldt,  and 
that  he  should  neither  renew  nor  prolong  the  two 
Bubsidiary  treaties  with  the  court  of  Great 
Britain. 

On  the  side  of  the  Pyrenees,  umnterrupted 
success  still  attended  the  arms  of  France.    In, 
the  first  campaign  indeed,  after  the  biy^aking  out 
of  the  war,  the  Spaniarck  had  been  victorious, 
and  after  taking  we  important  fortress  of  Belle- 
garde,  had  gained  a*  deoisiTe  rictory  over  the 
republicans',   on    th^ 'territory  of  France;    but 
from   this  moment  success  seemed  to  have  for- 
saken their  standard.    In  the  second  campaign, 
the  republicans  entered  the  kingdom  of  Spain, 
in  the  direction  of  St  Jean  de  Lnz,  Figuieras, 
and  Irun  ;  and  the  important  city  of  Fontarabia 
capitulated   on   the  first  summons  of  Genwal 
Bloncey,  while  the  gates  of  Tolosa  were  opoied 
to  the  victorious  invaders.    On  the  eastern  side 
of  the  Pyrenees,  Genial  Dugommier  obtained 
a  decisive  victory  over  General  de  T  Union,  at 
Colisaro,  in  which  not  less  than  seven  thoasand 
of  the  Spaniards  grounded  their  arms,  and  sur- 
rendered   themselves  prisAn^s    of  war;    after 
which  Bellegarde  fell  again  into  the  bands  of  the 
French,    to  whom  Figuieras  surrendered  irith 
4  garrison  of  nearly  ten  thousand  men.     No 
sooner  had  the  third  campugn  opened,  than  the 
French    seized  upon    Vittoria,    while  General 
Miolhs  crossed  the  Ebro,  and  took  possession  of 
Miranda,  in  Old  Castile,  within  one  hundred  and 
sixty  miles  of  Madrid.      The  King  of  ^ain, 
smed  with  terror  at  the  conquests  of  an  «nemy 
who  threatened  speedily  to  overnrun  his  kingdom, 
transmitted  orders  to  Don  Domingo  d* Yriate, 
whom  he  had  nominated  his  plenipotentiary  at 
Basle,  immediately  to  condqde  a  treaty  of  ]>a0i- 
fication,  which  was  signed  on  the  22dof  Jnly. 
By  this  treaty,  France  agreed  to  evacuate  her 
conquests  in    Spain,   on  his    catholic  miyesty 
ceding  to  the  French   republic  all  the  Spanish 
part  of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo. 

From  this  period  the  contest  assumed  a 
new  form,  and  all  the  governments  of  Europe, 
that  of  Kneland  alone  excepted,  now  breathed 
a  fervent  and  sincere  wish  for  peace :  and  even 
the  King  of  Great  Britaio,  as  Elector  of  Hanovert 
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had  tiotifiicd  his  accession  to  the  treaty  between  BOOK'  I. 
France  and  Prussia,  and  soon  after  issued  the 
most  peremptory  orders  for  the  removal  of  all  the  Cbap-XIX. 
armed  emigrants  from  his  Germsnic  territory.        ^ 
It    has  been  already    intimated    that  tlie 

.  Thermidorean  tevolution,  in  consequence  of 
which  Robespitttre  and  his  iieoompUces,  from 
being  executioners,  became  in  tiieir  turn  victims^ 
produced  an  entire  change  in  the  domestic  policy  ^ 
of  France.  Efficacious  measures  had  been  for 
some  time  adopted  to  quiet  the  insurgent  dis- 
tricts, and  extinguish  the  flames  which  had  so 
long  oonsuBBed  a  tract  of  country,  consisting  of 
many  of  the  western  departitaentii  of  France j  hut 
stigipatized  under  the  name  of  La  Vend  6e.  The 
war  in  that  country,  which  origfinated  in  attach- 
ment to  **  the  throne  and  to  the  altar,"  had  been 

.  carried  on  ever  since  the  10th  of  May,  1703,  with 
various  success,  and  during  Ae  reign  of  the 

.  Mountain  party  had  assumed  the  most  ferocious 

.  aspect  on  both  sides.  The  insurgents  conducted 
their  hostilities  with  a  degree  of  sarage  ferocity^ 

.  unexampled  tor  ages  in  modem  Europe,  anterior 

•to  the  wars  of  the  French  revolution.  All  the 
republican  prisoners,  even  those  who  had  not 

.  <9irried  arms,;  finished  their  liTes  .in  dreadful  and 
prolonged  tortures.     Every  cruel  device  which 

•  the  most  rancorous  ingenuity  could  invent,  was 
perpetrated  on  the  mutilated  bodies  of  their  ex- 
piring enemies,  in  the  name  of  the  catholic  faith 
and  of  Louis  XVIL  After  tlie  manner  of  the 
savage  Indians,  the  women  too  were  called  in  to 
participate  in  these  horrid  rites ;  and  when  the 
suflferings  of  the  capUves  vrere  to  be  heightened 
by  anv  new  refinement  in'  cruelty,  the  female  sex 
were  incited  to  inflict  additional  pangs,  and  pro- 
tract the  agonies  of  the  victim  vrithout  bereaving 
him  of  his  life.  Some  of  the  kiaders,  however^ 
were  not  exempt  from  humanity.  The  brave 
,D'£lb^  spated  all  tfiose  placed  within  his  power 

•by  the  fortune  of  war,  duringthe  first  five  months 
of  Ms  careov ;  and  at  length  put  his  enemies  to 
death,  not  from  a  love  of  vengeance,  'but  the 
necessity  of  retaliation.  The  name  of  Charette, 
on  tiie  conl^ry,  was  terrible  to  his  foes,  and 
he  exercised  his  power  with  the  most  savage 

'  iSerocity* ;  but  Bonchamp,  although  expiripg  by 
a  wound  received  in  battle,  restored  ta  liberty 
no  less  than  four  thousand  of  the  soldiers  em- 
ployed by  the  convention. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  republicans  recurred 
to  means  that  can  never  be  justified,  or  even 
palliated.  The  convention  put  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  insurgent  departments  out  of  the  protec- 
tion of  the  lairs ;  and  no  sooner  did  the  Chouans 


*  When  Cbarette  retool^  Blache^oiil,  he  caused  the  patriots  of  tb^  p)aG^  to  be  assembled,  9|iid  afler  aiMiog 
to  tbesa  a  few  pnsoners  talcea  in  battle,  he  ordered  them  all  to  be  shot,  to  the  ntinibt^r  of  seven  er  eiglit  huDdred. 
AKbousfb  the  greater  part  of  these  uiifortuaate  persona  were  only  slightly  wfnindi^i  y^  ^^^7  ^^^  immediately  throws  inlB 
a  ditch,  and  thus  literally  buried  alirs !    • 

(No.  10.)  M  If 
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CMiy/giX.  nisfiMi,  and  pat  to  death  wkhnvi  qaarter/* 
Some  ti  the  d^fiiities  wemt  to  ihoee  deteted  de- 
partmeiits  acted  like  so  many  executioners  miher 
iban  lefi^islators,  and  mei«  than  ohe  of  the  gene- 
rals^ appear  io  hare  obeerftilly  partidpated  in 
4Mt  erimes.  Ai  Bresanire,  FVontiere^  Le  Cht- 
prignerayoy  Foaisnges,  MeMeray^  and  ss'veral 
other  plaoaa,  the  habkaiioBs  isere  delitrered 
up  i/9  iho  flames,  and  the  inhabitants  to  the 
hayoaets  of  a  furious  soldiery.  Qrij^nen,  a  dealer 
fai  oattle  anterior  to  the  navolntion,  and  sn 
ofBo^  afterwardfli  is  said  to  faa^e  ordered  his 
own  latiier-tn-kiw  to  bo  shot.  Frsneastd  and 
Henty,  sent  on  a  mission  to  die  western  amy, 
commenced  their  bloody  apooMeship  at  Angers, 
nnd  one  thousand  two  hundred  Yendians  were 
tomiotated  at  one  thne  t6  tteir  ^rengeanee. 
Huehet,  not  eontent  with  committing  the  most 
atfodous  murders  with  his  own  hand,  and  order- 
ing the  country  e^ery- where  around  Mn  to  be 
.46stroyed  by  fire,  mctually  commanded  ell  the 
members  of  a  mnmeipidiiy  who  had  repsdred 
with  their  three-coloured  scarAi  to  his  camp  nt 
SorintAres^  to  be  shot,  aldiough  liiey  had  gone 
thither  to  request  his  protection  against  tl«e 
royalistst . 

Bv^f  notwithstendhig  4he  Teign  of  terror 
had  now  oommeuoedy  many  of  the  republican 
party  abhorred  these  mieasiires  as  eqnaIVy  impo- 
litic and  cru^  and  some  were  bold  enough  to 
denonnce  them  openly.  Phillippeaux,  a  deputy 
from  the  department  of  Sarths,  after  Tistting 
la  Vendue,  declared  that  the  jacobin  generals 
perpetUAted  the  war  by  means  of  their  crimes, 
and  eien  aocused  the  oommittoe  of  pnbKc  safety 
as  the  neeomplices  of  their  atrocities. 

Amidst  this  hcnrible  state  of  uncertainty, 
duritig  which  ihe  royalists  and  republieans 
trMbm^ied  alternately,  such  of  the  Inbabitanle  as 
escaped  exile,  disense,  and  the  sword,  mtPe 
oUiged  by  turns  to  declare  for  the  i^ictors.  They 


accordingly  appeared  before  the  adTaDcinip  co- 
Inmns  with  white  or  three-coloured  cockades,  in 
exeet  eonfermity  to  the  principles  of  the  inva- 
ders, and*  were  careful  te  be  prepared  with 
other  emblems  of  attachment  in  case  of  an  un- 
expected retreat. 

Thus  «dl  IjS  Vend^  was  unceasingly  a  prey 
to  horrors ;  and  a  portion  of  the  French  territory 
destined  by  nature  to  feed  twenty  departmentd, 
could  scarcely  supply  the  wretched  remnant  of 
its  own  population  with  food. 

No  sooner,  howcTer,  had  Robespierre  and 
his  ferocious  satellites  ireceJYed  the  tacajr  pnnisb- 
mrat  invoked  by  so  many  crimes,  than  an  entire 
change  took  place  in  tfte  conduct  of  the  civil  war. 
The  convendon,   permitted  at  length  to  pahse 
hi  the  career  of  sffau^^ter,  and  no  long'er  terrified 
wfftti  the  prospect  of  new  proscriptions,  deter- 
wdned  to  put  an  end  to  flie  bloody   strife.    A 
sjNBtera  of  moderation,  equally  politic  and  hu- 
mane, accordingly  took  place;  and  the  autho- 
rity of  the  insnrgeut    chiefs,  which   remained 
undiminished  amidst  all  the  mischiefs  inflicted 
by  the  desolating  torch,  and  the  exterminating 
sword,    was  suddenly  sapped  and    diminished 
by  the  language  of  peace  and  the  prospect  of 
conciMatietf.    The  deputies  of  mission  not  only 
permitted  mass  to    be    said  publicW,   hut  che- 
rirtied  and    protected  the    non-junng    clergy. 
Heche,  who  seconded  all  their  eflbrts,  punished 
•e^ery  tnfiraction  of  the  laws  of  humanity  with 
the  most    exemplary  severity,    and  probi}iited 
the  brutal  custom  of  exhibiting  the     bleeding 
heads  of  the  vanquished  Vend^ans  in  the  front 
of  the   Vteneh  columns.      At    the  same  time 
an    amnesty    was  published,    ofibring  pardoti, 
amity,  and  protection  to  such  as  should  bring 
in  thm  mrms ;    the  insureenis  embracing  this 
ofler    deserted  by  multitudes,    and  their  cbiefe 
saw  no  alternative  but  to  accept  the  proposed 
act  of  oMivion. 

After  some  preliminary  negociations  in  the 
•b^nnti^    of  February,  1795,    Charette    and 


*  Torrasa,  mi  sommeBeiDg  sn  expeiitini  sgainst  ibe  Vsad^tm,  is  tM  4o  have  addrened  his  mMen  fs 
follows  :-r- 

«<  Noueentroas  dsqslepayt^esioiBiugis.;  vopp  y  brulei?es  tout,  tous  pessereK^aa  61  ^e  ja  ^Vonetui  tous  Its 
haliitant.    Ilpeut y  avoir quelques  putriutes  dans les  pays :  mw  e'est  ^gal,  il  favt  tout  faorifier." 

**  We  are  about  to  enter  Ibe  cotintiry  of  tjhe  nisurg^eiits ;  yon  are  to  burn  every  tbin^,  and  b^yopet  all  tbe 
isbsbitimts.  These  UEuiy  be  indeed  eoaie  few  pstriots  among  'Aem;  -bet,  notwithstaiiding  Aat,  ^e  wbole  muct  be 
sacriiioed." 

t  FraacaAlel  aeeisted  Gainer  in  the  ^iseieiwe  of  rtbe, meets  at  Nantes  i  and  beJumadtf  is  said  to  JiMSiMued  en 
«irder  to  bind  sixty-one  of  the  cleigy  of  Nievre  togethet*  and  ,dioacn  tl^i^n)  ,by  meaa^^of^a  rjSMel  s^i/tkUt  tbatfpuipefle. 
•The  foUewinif  is  a  copy  of  his  directions  to  Ge.neral  Grignon  :— 

'^  Tu  fin-as  tvemMer  -les  hrijtaiMs  aoxqads  tl  ne  iaut  pain  faire  de  quartier :  nos  prisons  regorj^nt.  .  .  .  l^ 
nriaeiiniers  dene  lit  ¥eodte!  .  .  .  UfaathMeadieslesniaisonsecMi^  lee  noolins,  snrtout  les  chateaux ;  enfte,  adi^^«r 
la  transformation  de  ee  pays  en  desert.  .  •  •  Point  de  molesse  nidegrice.  .  .  .  Ces  sontles  vues  de  la  conTention."' 

'*  Yon  must  make  the  robbers  treinble»|ttidgive.thera.  no  quaitter.  ■  Our  prisonS'ace  crowded.  •  .  What!  prisooeri 
in  Ia  l^endfe !  ...  It  is  necessary  te  burn  all  tbe  lone  houses,  the  mills,  and  above  all  tbe  castlea;  in  thut'^  te 
transfimn  the  whole  conntry  into  a  d^ert.  .  .  >.  .  Neither  inildness  nor  clemency.  .  .  •  •  .  Such  ajre  the  JnteatiABsei 
Iha  ssavsstionv^ 
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the  Mineipal  chiefs  of  bitf  WKkj  on  behalf  of 
the  VeodeuMy  and  General  iUeraantine  on 
the  part  6f  Ihe  ChouanB,  fufaUcly  signified 
thehr  intention  io  deliver  up  their  arms  and 
magazines^  and  to  live  for  the  fotoi^  in  sdbjee- 
tioQ  to.  the  e&iating  govemmeet.  In  the  mean 
tftne^  ^onfenanees  were  opened  «t  n  farati  house 
oear  Naales,  between  the  insurgent  ehiefe  ond 
the  deputies  from  the  conTeotion;  and  on  the 
7th  of  Mavch  a  treattr  wos  conolnded,  signed 
ttOhd  ratified  at  Nantes,  by  whieb  iit  was  stipulaisd, 
that  ^^  the  sum  of  eiglkjr  mtttions  of  Ibrres  sfaould 
be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  La  Vendie^  to 
indenuaify  them  for  the  losses,  burnings,  and 
devaatatjons  Ihey  had  suffered^f^that  the 
contracts  entered  into  b^ween  the  generals 
and  inhabitants  of  JL41  Yend^  efaoold  be  die- 
charged  by  the  French  ^publio-*4hat  the  inhn- 
bitante  of  JL41  Vendl^  shcwd  acknowledge  the 
French  republic — that  General  Gharette»  who 
•houM  give  in  a  liat  of  persons  to  be  banished 
£rom  I^  Vendee,  should  have  the  command 
nf  a  body  of  two  thousood  .meo^-^aad  that 
the  free  eiercise  of  the  eaAelic  .  rieligion 
a^iciuld  be  pecsEiitted-^be  banished  non-juring 
priests  .to  reMirn  and  he  restored  to  iheir  patri- 
monial estates  only-^-«iid  that  there  shosddhe  no 
districts  or  municipehties,  but  only  a  oitiottal 
a^^e^t  in  la  Vendue,  in  whieh  no  re^uisitiona 
vere  to  take  place  for  the  space  of  fi.Te  years. 

In  the  paper  signed  by  Charelte  and  the 
other  ebiefs  on  this  oecasion,  they  attribute  their 
taikiag  ap  arms  principally  to  the  oppnessive 
^overameet  of  Robespierre  sad  bis  p^rty ;  and 
say,  ^^  As  the  governmenl  of  blood  has  disap- 
peared, we  declare  oar  submission  to  the  Preach 
republic,  one  and  indivisible}  and  our  aefcnow- 
)e4g(B0i^  of  i^9  lsW8> — ^We  promise  to  surrender, 
as  soon  as  posaible,  all  the  artiileigr  «ad  horges  in 
our  pofjsession ;  and  we  make  a  solemn  ptomise 
never  again  to  bear  9jrw$  againak  the  r^ubHe.^' 
At  thesame  tisoe,  these  cbiefr  pabttshed  sa  address 
to  the  inhabitauts  of  La  Venwe*  exherthig  them 
to  submit  to  the  laws,  extolling  the  >ia4ice  and 
hheralitv  of  the  coaveation,  and  setti^foith  4he 
folly  and  mischief  of  perseverance.  SteAe*,  sad 
some  of  bis  adherents,  still  bowevar  contiaaed 
to  resist,  but  bejag  soan  forsaken  by  msny  of  his 
foUo^wens,  he  sigaed  a  treaty  w  the  SOtb.of  Apsil 
in  tMs  year^  to  the  same  effect  aa4he  treaty  ssade 
with  ^  Yendtens.* 


The  hopes  that  the  peaae  of  La  Vendie  BOOK  I. 
would  be  pennaaent,  aad.fliat  the  French  anmes  — — »— *^ 
wpold  froin  this  ihae  have  .only  to  oontead  with  Cair.XIX. 
foreign  enemies,  arere  aooa  paotad  to  be  doiuaive.  ^"^^CT^ 
The  republican  govefnnineBt,  on  the  plea  of  bad      ^^^ 
foith,  refused  to  advance  the  aums  stqwlated  by 
the  treaty  of  the  7th  of  Mardi,  and  several  of 
4he  chieft  hayiag  been  arrested  for  holdiog  a 
traiioroaa  oorraspoodence  intb  the  English  gor 
vemmeat,  the  cmaitry  was  again  in  arms  early 
in  the  month  of  June,   under  the  cemmaad  .of 
<}hnrette  and  Stafflet     In  the  mean  time,  the 
Britiah  government^  listening  to  the  eoansds  of 
4fae  French  re&gess,  was  oMditsting  an  attpick 
upon  Fraaae  in  thi^  moat  vidpemUe  part;  and 
a  nnmber  ot  regiments  ware  accordingly  raised 
and  embodied,  partly  of  British,  bfitpnacipfilly 
of  emigrants ;  but  aa  the  number  ^  voluateem 
for  so  desperate  aa  aadertaking  proved  insuffi- 
cient, the  fatal  measure  of  jnieraitin|p  from  the 
gaols  was  resorted  to  ^  aad  as  a  nataml  copse- 
ifuence  jsf  such  a  proceeding,  a  mntinpas  spirit 
exhibited  itself  suHMmg  the   t«M^s,   amaunung 
^vea  to  a  regular  conspiracy,  inimediatelv  afkor 
the  eapedition  sai^.f    This  army»  whack  eos- 
sisted  of  from  4  to  t^fiioo  men,  was  plaa^d  undor 
ike  command  of  II.  de  Puissfe^  who  possessed 
oootideraUe  iniaance  among  the  Chouans,  hut 
wlw  nmther  enjayed  tim  oonfidenee  of  the  troops^ 
»^.  posaessed  any  miBtary  renown.    Under  his 
4M»mmaad  were  placed  the  Couat  de  Sombreail,  a 
young  nobleman  of  great  promise,  and  the  Count 
d'Herviile,  a  generat  anterior  to  the  dcatmction 
.of  the  monarchy.     This  hAtle  army,  fitted  oat 
-wiMi  a  liberality  bordering  upon  prafusioa,  was 
.embarked  in  traaaports,  unoer  the  convoy  of  a 
iSmaU  a|uadroB  commanded  by  fiir  John  Borh»e 
Warren,  whose  iatimaie  Imosi ledgeofthe  French 
^tQoast  readered  him  partieHiarly  adapted  for  siieh 
an  undertaking.   After  having  been  nixteen  clays 
.at  .sea,  the  fleet  anchored  on  the.  9Mk  of  June 
ia  the  baVcOf  Quiberoa.    The  debarkation  of  (he    ^ 
•main  body  af  the  troops  was  effesied  during  the 
•aightt  under  the  ordma  of  G^ieral  d'Herville, 
and^ba  remaiad^  landed  on  the  aucceedingdays, 
-withaat  laolestalion  frsm  the  eaeny,    together 
with  aa  immense  quantity  of  muskets,  aaiforms, 
j»teres,  sad  fi  ve  pieces  of  cannon.   The  first  mo  ve<^ 
joent  was  to  take  possession  of  Aura  j  and  Vannes, 
>aad  the  Aeet,  .co-operattng  with  the  army,  at- 
tacked askd  earriod  Fert  Penthievre,  which  sur* 

*  The  act  of  secession  of  SloiBsitndhic  adhercnto  v^as  fo  the  ff»^(»wiBgefiects— 
"  We,  the  general  and  pna/ar«l  officensf  t^e  catdojic  ami  tof^  w^y  of  Amaa  aoA  Uprer  Poiloo,  deslare*  thal^ 
animated  with  the  desire  of  peaoe,  we  have  retarded  its  conclusion  tiU  this  cuiy,  solely  to  conaiUt  the  desires  of  the  people, 
whose  interests  hare  been  confided  to  us,  and  those  of  the  catholic  and  royal  army  of  Brittany.  We  adhere  to  the 
fseasores  toloen  iby  the  deputies,  fbr  the  paciffeation  .of  the  insurgrent  depttUDenis<>  and  snbmittinff  onrseWes  wholly  to 
4te^hurs  9i  reaaJbact  promianr  never  to  Scar  sroa  soaiast  her,  sail  to  scd4  onr  ariittWy  wtik  as  H«Me  delay  as  posable* 

ilScmi  by  StsOelaad  seveateea  of  Sbs  chiefs.) 

t  Bist.  pbflosoph.  de  la  R^brol.  per  Ant.  Fastia  D^sedoards,  t.  ri.  p.  186. 
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BOOK  I.  rendered  after  a  defence  of  two  days,  with  a  gar- 

. riMNti  of  400  men.    The  royalists  soon  after  tnade 

CB4P.XIX.  themselTes  masters  of  the  whole  peninsnla,  tog^- 
'  ther  with  the  intrenched  camp  of  Camac,  and 
although  the  inhabitants  appeared  unfriendly  to 
their  cause,  M.  de  Puisaye,  who  had  established 
his  head-quarters  at  the  village  of  Genese,  was 
aoon  joined  by  a  body  of  Chouans;  and  the  com- 
mander clothed  and  armed,  without  sufficient 
discrimination,  all  the  peasantry  that  presented 
themseWes. 

Thus  far  the  enterprise  wore  a  prosp^ous 
aspect,  and  the  eommander-in'^^Aief  had  time  and 
opportunity,  under  the  tide  of  <<  lieutenant- 
general  of  the  king^s  armies,  and  Commander^in*- 
chief  of  the  catholic  and  royal  army  of  Brittany," 
to  publish  a  proclamation,  mviting  Frenchmen  of 
eTery  description  to  rally  round  his  standard. 

But  no  sooner  did  the  intelUgrace  of  these 
events  reach  Paris,  than  the  national  convention 
dispatched  to  Brittany,  Blad  and  Tallien,  two- 
deputies  on  whose  energy  they  could  rely.    Their 
business  was  to  raise  the  neighbouring  depart- 
ments) while  Hodie  assembled  troops,  and  orga* 
nixed  an  army.    This  being  accomplished,  the 
first  object  of  the  French  general  was  to  oblige 
the  invading  army  to  witMraw  to  the  camp  of 
Kousten,  and  to  erect  batteries  to  confine  them 
within  the  peninsnla.   The  Anglo-emigrant  army, 
now  swelled  to  the  number  of  19,000,  wttiia  view 
of  extricating  themselves  from  this  perilous  situa^ 
tion,  and  of  keeping  up  the  communication  with 
the  disaffected    in  the  interior,  determined  to 
assault  the  republican  lines  by  break  of  day,  on 
the  16th  of  July,  Accordingly  a  detachment,  con- 
sisting of  nearly  half  the  troops  fit  for  service, 
marched    to    attack   the   intrenched   camp    of 
Hoche,   at  St.  Barbe;  but  intelligence  of  this 
important  operation  had  been  communicated  te 
the  enemy  the  preceding  evening,  by  not  less  than 
four  different  deserters  ;  and  on  the  approach  at 
the  columns  of  the  invaders,  General  Humbert 
fell  back  to  the  intrenched  camp,  followed  by  the 
English  and  French  troops,  in  confidence  of  vic- 
tory ;  but  on  a  sudden,  a  masked  battery  of  grape 
shot  was  opened  upon  them,  which  did  inconceir- 
able  execution.     Almost  in  a  moment  the  wholis 
army  of  the  assailants  was  thrown  into  confusion^ 
the  retreat  was  in  a  very  short  time  converted 
into  an  absolute  flight;  and  had  not  the  fire  from 
the   British  fleet  stopped  the   progress  of  the 
republican  columns,  scarcely  a  man  wou|d  have 
escaped.     In  this  disastrous  afiiiirj^  three  hundred 
of  the  emigrants,  with  the  Count  ^e  Tliajmont, 
and  a  number  of  nobles,  were  left  dead  on  the 
j&eld,  while  Geperal  d'Hervil|e,  who  commanded 
on  the  occasion,  was  desperatelv  wounded,  and 
three  pieces  of  camon  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  victors. 
Hoche,  who  had  by  this   time   poUected  a 
fprmidabie  force^  determined  to  leay^  the  lipes 


hitherto  occupied  by  his  troops,  and  attack  the 

invaders,  whom  he  had  pinned  up  within  the 

peninsula.    Accordingly,  at  eleven  o V^lock  on  the 

night  of  the  20th,  three  thousand  of  the  rmub- 

licans,  led  by  the  Generals  Humbert  and  Valle, 

and  conducted  by  a  number  of  deserters,  left  the 

camp  of  St.  Barbe,  amidst    a  dreadful  storm 

accompanied  with  a  deluge  of  rain,  and  passing 

along  the  low  and  level  shore  of  the  sea,  climbed 

the  rocks  without  b«ng  discovered^  and  attacked 

.the  fort  before  there  arose  the  least  suspicion  of 

danger.     On  receiving  intelligence  of  tins  invent, 

the  remainder  of  the  republican  army  was  in- 

stoutly  put  in  motion,  and  the  commander-in-chief, 

assisted  by  the  two  representotives,   Blad  and 

Tallien,  penetrated  the  peninsula  in  three  columns 

with  an  overwhelming  force,  when  M.  de  Poisaye, 

seeing  that  aU  was  lost,  sought  his  own  personal 

safety  on  board  a  man  of  war,  directing  ttie  brave 

but  unfortonate  M.  Sombreuil  to  await  his  orders. 

At  length  the  intrenched  camp  was  forced,  and 

while  neary  one-^half  of  the  invaders  joined  the 

army  of  Hoche,  with  cries  of  **  Vice  la  Ripub^ 

fi^e/'*  the  remainder  retired  to  a  rock,  where 

they  had  posted  a  piece  of  cannon,  and  defended 

themselves  with  the  greatest  intrepidity.     But  it 

was  found  impossible  to  resist  the  number  and  the 

artillery  of  the  assailants,  and  these  wretched  and 

unhappy  men  were  at  length  forced  to  surrender 

at  discretion,  but  not  till  some  of  the  chiefs  had 

escaped  on  board  tiie  boats  sent  to  their  succour. 

In  Fort  Penthievre  and  the  peninsula  were  found 

seventy  thousand    muskets,  clothing  foi^  forty 

thousand  men,  one  hundred  and  fift^  thousand 

pairs  of  shoes,  and  all  the  artillery  landed  from 

the  fleet;  the  beach  of  Qniberon  vras  covered 

with  wines,  liquors,  and  all  sorts  of  stores,  and  a 

number  of   vessels  laden  with  flour,  rice,  and 

provisions,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors. 

Biit  part  of  the  sad  storv  of  the  fate  of  the 
vanquished  remains  to  be  told.  No  less  than  six 
or  seven  hundred  of  the  emigrants  perished  at  the 
foot  of  a  rock  called  le  rocker  de  PordgneSj  where 
they  had  taken  shelter ;  about  two  thousand  were 
saved  by  the  boats  of  the  fleet,  and  of  those  that 
aurrendered,  such  as  were  not  noble,  after  some 
time  obtained  their  liberty,  and  all  the  women  and 
children  of  the  Chouans  were  immediately  set  free-. 
The  Bishop  of  Dol,  who  had  sailed  with  the 
expedition  from  England,  and  fourteen  of  his 
^l^fSy?  received  death,  with  the  most  exemplary 
resignation ;  M.  de  Brogiie,  and  several  men  of 
birth,  to  the  amount  of  nearly  three  hundred,  after 
a  trial  before  a  military  tribunal,  conisisting  of  a 
lieutepant-cplofiel,  a  captain,  sergeant,  corporal, 
and  private,  also  suffered  death  upon  this  occa- 
sion, and  the  gallant  Count  Charles  de  Sombreuil, 
whose  fate  attracted  the  attention  and  commiser- 
ation ^f  ail  Europe,  fell  under  the  liand  of  the 
executioner.    A  day  or  two  previous  tQ  the  death 
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of  this  unfortunate  young  nol^leman.  be  addressed 
a  letter  to  Sir  J.  B.  Warren,  in  which  he  says, 
^' A  number  of  vessels  which  remained  on  the  coast 
mi^ht  haye,  afforded  me  the  disgraceful  retreat 
which  M.  de  Puisaye  so  vigilantly  seized ;  but 
the  dereliction  of  my  companions  in  arms  would 
have  been  far  more  shocking  to  me  than  the  lot 
^ich  awaits  me.  I  am  bold  to  say,  I  deserve  a 
better  fate ;  and  this  you  will  acknowledge,  toge- 
ther with  all  those  that  know  ine,  if  chance  should 
ever  permit  any  of  my  companions  to  reveal  the 
mysteries  of  this  fatal — this  unexampled  day. 
Farewell  I  bid  you  farewel  with  that  calmi^ess 
which  ean  alone  result  from  purity  of  conscience. 
In  this  last  moment  I  derive  a  source  of  enjoy- 
ment, if  any  can  be  tasted  in  a  situation  like  mine, 
from  the  esteem  of  my  companions  in  misfortune, 
and  that  of  the  enemy  by  whom  we  are  conquered. 
— Farewel ! — ^Farewel  to  all  the  world !" 

Such  was  the  fate  of  this  disastrous  expedi- 
tion ;  but  the  British  squadron  remained  some 
time  on  the  coast,  and  the  Isle  of  Dieu  was  taken 
possession  of,  and  converted  into,  a  plac^  of  arms^ 
whence  the  Chouans  could  9cqasionally  be  suc- 
coured,whiIetheBritish  cruisers,  by  hovering  in  the 
neighbourhood,  kept  the  adj^acent  coast  in  con- 
tinual alarm,  and  intercepted  all  communiqatioa 
by  sea. 

France  still  continued  to  be  agitated  I)v  fac- 
tions, and  her  metVopolis,  even  at  this  period,  was 
too  often  defiled  with  blood..  The  convention, 
made  wise  by  experience,  assumed  suf&cient  for- 
titude to  abolish  the  law  of  maximum^  which  fixed 
the  price  of  the  necessaries  oif  life,  andjprescribe^ 
the  limits  above  which  they  should  not  advancB^ 
This  solitary  repeal,  so  essential  to  the  interests 
ef  trade,  and  so  closely  connected  with  tbp  very 
existence  of  the  people,  was  soon  after  followed 
by  a  report  presented  by  Johannot.frpm  the  united 
committees  of  commerce  and  finance,  firom  which 
it  appeared  that 


The  value  of  the  national  pro- > 
perty  amounted  to  3 

The  national  forests,  ocoupy  ing  fife  ? 
minions  of  acres,  to  ) 

The  confiscated  lands  and  palaces  of  ? 
the  emigrants,  to  > 

The  national  domains  in  Belgium^  to 


tiivres ' 
2,276,430,410 

2,000,000,000 

15,^26,280,230 

3,000,000,000 


22^502,7^0^630 


making  a  sum  equal  to  sik  hundred  million  pounds^ 
sterling,  on  the  credit  of  which  national  paper 
had  been  issued,  amounting  to  little  more  than 
one-third  of  that  silm. 

The  two  parties,  who  had  combined  to  over* 
throw  the  sanguinary  tyranlby  of  Robespierre, 
soon  began  to  shew  that  they  could  not  exist  toge- 
ther ;  and  on  the  2d  of  March,  1705,  a  report  was 
jwesented  to  the  convention,  in  which  Barr^re^ 
Oollot  d*  Herbois,  and  BtHaud  Varennes,  were 
(No.  10.) 


accused  of  having  participated  in  the  enormities  BOOK  I. 

of  Rotespierre,  ana  after  undergoing  the  usual 

form  of  trial,  it  was  decreed,  that  they  should  he  Chap.XIX.  . 
transported  to  Guiana.    The  proceedings  against  ^""^T^ac 
these  deputies,  united  with  the  pressure  of  famine,      ^'^^ 
which  at  that  moment   was  felt  with  peculiar 
severity,    occasioned  an  insurrection  in  Paris, 
which  broke  out  on  the  1st  of  April,  and  was 
not  suppressed  till  the  following  day. 

The  trial  of  Fouquier  Tinville,  and  of  the 
ex-judges  and  jurors  ofthe  revolutionary  tribunal 
during  the  reign  of  terror,  followed,  and  having 
been  convicted,  on  the  clearest  evidence,  of  the 
mal-administration  of  public  justice,  and  of 
having  perverted  the  law  to  purposes  of  judicial 
murder,  Tinville,  and  fifteen  others,  were  exe- 
cuted on  the  morning  of  the  0th  of  May,  amidst 
the  execrations  of  an  indignant  people. 

Another  insurrectionary  rising  took  place  in 
the  metropolis,  on  the  30th  of  May,  when  the 
rallying  exclamation  was  "  Bread,  and  the  con- 
stitution of  1703,'*  which  was  followed  by  insur- 
rections in  the  departments,  but  they  were  all  at 
length  suppressed  by  a  mixture  of  terror  and  con- 
ciliation. 

No  event  in  the  history  of  the  internal  con- 
cerns of  France  during  the  present  year,  made  a 
more  powerful  impression  on  the  sympathies  of 
Europe,  than  the  death  of  the  infant  sen  of  the 
unfortunate  Louis  XVI*  It  was  at  first  supposed 
that  this  child  of  misery,  whose  only  crime  con- 
sisted in  being  born  to  a  throne,  owed  his  death 
to  poison ;  but  for  such  an  atrocity  there  appeara, 
at  the  period  in  question,  to  have  been  no  ade- 
quate motive,  though  it  is  highly  probable  that 
his  death  was  hastened  by  the  unjust  confinement 
which  he  was  held,   and  by  which  he  was 


m 


debarred  from  taking  the  air  and  exercise  neces- 
sary to  his .  existence.  He  had  ever  been  an 
unhealthy  child,  subject  to  a  scrofulous  com- 
plaint, and  for  some  time  previous  to  his  decease 
bad  suflfered  from  swellings  in  his  knees  and 
wrists.  In  this  deplorable  situation  he  was 
attacked  by  a  fever,  and  death  at  length  termina- 
ted his  woes  on  the  morning  of  the  0th  of  June, 
in  the  prison  of  the  Temple,  where  he  had  been 
.confined  from  the  fatal  autumn  of  1702.  Pene- 
trated, perhaps,  witk  this  event,  the  committee  of 
public  safety  proposed  the  exchange  of  his  sister, 
tlie  princess,  who  remained  a  prisoner  in  the 
Temple,  for  the  deputies  Semonville  and  Maret, 
who  had  been  delivered  up  to  Austria^  by  Du- 
mouriez ;  this  proposal  was  after  some  delay 
acceded  to,  and  the  captive  princess  once  more 
breathed  the  balmv  air  of  liberty. 

The  unsettledf  state  of  France,  and  the  con- 
tinual conflicts  of  the  contending  factions  in  the 
convention^  served  to  oouvidce  every  Frenchman 
who  really  felt  the  sacred  flame  of  patriotism 
glowing  in  his  breast,  that  a  regular  form  of 
N 
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BOOK  I.  government,  and  an  executive  power,  were  indis- 
,,  pensably  necessary,  to  rescue  that  country  from 
CHAP.XIX.  the  revolutionary  vortex  in  which  she  had  been 
^— "><"'*^  90  long  iuTolved,  The  plan  of  a  new  constitu- 
1795  tion  was  accordingly  drawn  up  and  presented, 
on  the  23d  of  June,  by  a  committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose.  After  much  discussion,  and  various 
#  alterations,  the  constitutional  act  was,  on  the 
S3d  of  August,  declared  complete,  and  referred 
to  the  primary  assemblies,  for  their  approbation. 
By  this  constitution^  the  legislative  power  was 
"vested  in  two  councils,  chosen  through  the 
medium  of  the  electoral  assemblies,*  the  one 
consisting  of  500,  and  Hie  other  of  250  members. 
To  the  &rmer,  styled  the  Legislative  Council, 
belonged  the  proposing,  to  the  latter,  styled  the 
Senate,  or  Council  of  Elders,  the  confirming  of 
laws  ;  and  no  person  could  be  a  member  of  the 
council  of  elders  who  had  not  completed  his  for- 
tieth year.  Onethird  of  each  council  was  appointed 
to  be  re-chosen  every  year.  The  executive  power 
was  delegated  to  a  directory  of  five  members,  to 
he  partially  renewed  by  the  annual  election  of 
one  member  in  regular  rotatien ;  the  directory  to 
be  elected  by  the  two  councOa — the  council  of  five 
hundred  making  out,  by  secret  scrutiny,  a  list 
containing  ten  times  the  number  of  the  members 
of  the  directory,  from  which  the  council  of  elders 
frelects,  by  secret  scmtiny.  the  proposed  number. 
The  judidal  power  to  reside  in  judges  of  depart- 
ment and  district,  chosen  by  the  dlectoral  assem- 
blies, and  a  high  tribunal  of  appeal,  and  cassa- 
tion or  annulment,  established  by  the  same  mode 
of  election,  for  the  whole  kingdom . 

This  was  certainty  the  outline  of  a  free  and 
noble  constitution ;  but  it  was  by  no  means 
exempt  from  defects.  The  directory  was  not 
invested  with  the  power  of  assembling  or  pro- 
roguing the  legislative  bodies;  and  the  executive 
authority  was  much  weakened  by  being  com- 
mitted to  five  persons,  between  whom  differences 
and  divisions  might  be  expected  to  arise,  to  the 
lembarrassment  ofpublie  business^  and  the  injury 
nf  the  state. 

On  ibis  constitution  two  decrees  were  en- 
'graftedy  which  in  their  consequences  plunged 
the  metropolis  of  France  into  another  of  those 
-scenes  of  horror  that  had  so  often  been  exhibited 
duringthe  revolution:  by  the  first  of  these  decrees^ 
passed  on  the  5th  Fructidor,  (August  22d)  it 
was  enacted,  that  the  elective  bodies  should, 
in  appointing  the  deputies  to  the  legislative 
hod  V,  choose  two-thirds  from  among  the  members 
of  die  present  convention ;  and  by  the  sec-ond, 
that  in  default  of  such  dection,  the  convention 


should  fill  up  the  vacancies  themselves.     The 
forty-eight  sections  of  Paris,  who  had  usuaUy 
given  the  tone  to  the  nation  at  lar^e,  while  they 
unanimously    accepted   the    constitutional     act, 
as  firmly  rejected  the  law  for  the  re-elec^on  of 
the  two-thirds.     The  majority  of  the  primary 
assemblies  throughout  the   country,    to     ^rhom 
both  the  constitution  and  the  decrees  were  sub- 
mitted at  the  same  time,  accepted  them  bothy  but 
not  without  violent  opposition.    But  such  was 
the    determined    resistance   of  the   sections    of 
Paris,  that  they  soon  proceeded  to  acts  of  open 
hostility,  and,  in  the  dead  of  night  of  the   4th 
of  October,  ttie  cry  of  «  To  Arm$ !    To  Arms ! 
liberty  or    Death  P^    once    more    reverberated 
through  the  streets  of  the  metropoUs ;   and  at 
the  early  dawn  of  day,  the  sections  having  drawn 
out  their  forces,  marched  them  to  the  hall  of  the 
convention,  and  a  sanguinarv  batfte  took  place 
in  the  streets.    The  command  of  the  troops  was 
confided  on  this  occasion  to  Barras,  by  th^  con- 
vention ;  and  the  different  avenues  of  the  Thuil- 
leries  being  planted  with  cannon,  great  slaughter 
was  made  among  the  insurgents,  who  repeat- 
edly rallied,    and  returned  to  the  charge  with 
incredible   obstinacy  ;   but  being   overpowered^ 
they  were,  at  the  close  of  the  day,  and  not  till 
then,  driven  by  the  conventional  troops  from  all 
their  posts,  with  the  loss  of  about  eight  hundred 
men ;    and    the    convention,    now   triumphant, 
declared  the  majority  of  votes  in  the  depart- 
ments in  favour  of  the  law  of  Fructidor. 

The  labours  of  the  convention  were  now 
drawing  to  a  close :  and  on  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, they  solemnly  decreed  the  inoWporatidn  of 
all  the  countries  which  the  house  of  Austria, 
previous  to  the  war,  had  possessed  on  the  French 
side  of  the  Rhine,  with  the  republic  of  France. 
The  last,  and  perhaps  the<  best  act  of  the  con- 
vention, was  passed  on  the  27th  of  October,  1795, 
when  it  was  decreed,  that  the  punishment  of 
death  should  be  abolished  at  the  peace,  and  a 
general  amnesty  granted;  and  die  president 
tiien    rising,      said* — ^  Tbs     Convention     is 

niSSOLVBD  !" 

Such  was  the  termination  of  this  memorable 
assembly,  whose  decrees  and  transactions  were 
more  important  and  extraordinary  than  those  of 
any  set  of  men  upon  record.  ^^  Where  is  there 
a  Tacitus,"  says  a  French  writer,  '*  to  convey 
to  nosterity  the  history  of  their  glorious  actions, 
ana  of  their  criminal  excesses  ?  This  convention, 
composed  of  lawyers,  physicians,  and  men  of 
letters,  with  an  audacious  hand,  signed  the 
death-warrant  of  the  successor  of  a  hundred 


*  Bvcrjr  man  of  one  and  twenty  yean  of  sge,  born  and  resident  in  France,  who  paid  a  direct  contributioB  to  the  state, 
and  who  had  not  tbrfeited  bisfrancliite  by  any  infamons  crime,  was  by  tfaia  constitution  declared  to  be  a  French  citizen  ; 
these  dtiaens  formed  the  Primmry  A$umkUet ;  and  by  them  the  Eleaonl  A$»€mbliei  were  nomiaaled,  in  the  proportion  of 
one  elector  for  two  hundred  citizens ',  it  beiag  required  that  each  elector  should  be  five  and  twen|y  yean  of  age,.and  pos- 
sessed of  certain  property. 
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kings,  and  in  one  day  broke  the  sceptre  for 
which  an  existence  of  fourteen  centuries  had  pro- 
duced  a  religious  veneration.  These  men,  when 
their  country  was  on  the  eve  of  subjugation, 
created  an  army  of  fourteen  hundred  thousand 
men,  who  repelled  the  invaders,  and  conquered 
the  conquerors ;  but  their  glorious  deeds  were 
sullied  by  licentiousness,  and  their  conquests 
abroad  were  contaminated  by  their  eradties  at 
borne. 

The  members  of  the  new  legislature  having 
formed  themselves  into  two  ooomnls,  according 
to  the  constitutional  aet,  proceeded  to  the  choice 
of  the  directory,  and  the  election  Ml  upon  men 
not  distinguished  as  fitvourites  of  the  people,  but 
itiost  of  whom  bore  characters  firee  from  reproach. 
At  the  head  of  the  list  stood  ReveiUiere  Lepaux^ 
a  lawyer  by  profession^  and  of  tiie  Gironde 
party :  tiie  next  was  Reabei,  a  moderate  man, 
of  plaia  good   sense,  and  one   of  the  village 


attomies  mentioned  by  Mr.  Burke.    Letoumeur  BOOK   I. 
de  la  Manche,  an  officer  of  engineers,  and  rather 
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more  attached  to  the  Mountain  than  the  Plain,  Chap.XIX. 
was  the  third.  The  fourth  was  Barras,  formerly 
a  viscount,  a  soldier  by  profession,  and  a  man 
of  pleasure  in  habits.  Sieyes,  the  subtle  states- 
man, was  at  first  nominated  as  the  fifth,  but  he 
saw  too  clearly  the  difficulties  of  the  constitution  ; 
and  Camot,  a  member  of  the  committee  of  safety 
under  Robespierre,  but  who  had  attended  almost 
exclusively  to  the  business  of  the  military  de- 
partment, and  of  whom  it  was  said,  ^  That  he 
organized  victory,  and  rendered  her  permanent,'* 
filfed  up  the  number. 

Thus  constituted,  the  new  government,  in 
all  its  departments,  entered  upon  the  active  exer-. 
cise  of  its  functions,  and  the  palace  of  the 
Luxembourg  was  appointed  for  the  residence 
of  the  executive  power. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

Opening  of  ike  Camfoign  of  1705 — iMxembourg^  Jhutddofiff^  and  Manheim^  taken  by  the  Frenchy 
who  invmk  Meniz — The  Siege  of  Mentz  raised^  and  Manheim  retaken  by  the  Imperial  Army — 
Renenpal  of  HostiKties  in  Italy — Success  of  the  French  Armies^  and  Retreat  of  the  Aus^ 
trians — War  declared  by  Great  Britain  against  Holland — Capture  ^  the  Dutch  Settlements 
in  the  East  by  the  British — Conquest  of  the  Cape  ^  Good  Hop&^^ampaign  in  the  West  Indies 
-^Naml  Campaign  of  1705* 


THE  belligerent  powers  of  the  continent, 
exhausted  by  the  memorable  eampaign  of  17V4, 
were  not  in  a  situation  to  take  the  field  till  tiie 
month  of  May,  in  the  following  year ;  and  it 
was  not  till  the  7th  of  June,  that  the  fortress  of 
liuxembourg  was  attacked  by  the  Freneh  troops. 
Aware  that  the  reduction  of  this  place,  so  neces- 
sary for  the  security  of  their  other  conquests, 
would  be  attended  with  ei^treme  difficulty,  and 
that  its  fall  was  rather  to  be  expected  irom 
famine  than  from  tbe  sword,  the  repoblicaa 
generals  had  cut  off  all  supplies,  and  left  a 
numcirous  garrison  to  subsist  entirely  on  its  own 
magazines.  It  was  now  regularly  invested,  and 
notwithstanding  Field -marsluil  Bender,  a  ve- 
teran general,  commanded  in  the  plaoe,  yet  he 
found  himself  under  the  necessity  of  eapttohting, 
as  there  was  not  the  most  distant  prospect  of 
being  relieved. 

Nothing  seemed  wanting  to  complete  the 
glory  of  the  French  arms,  and  to  secure  their 
recent  acquisitions,  but  the  subjection  of  a  city 
ktely  wrested  from  them  by  the  King  of  Prussia. 
The  blockade  of  Mentz   was  accordingly  the 


first  operation  that  took  place  on  the  frontiers  of 
Germany.  The  defence  of  that  place,  formerly 
intmsted  to  the  troops  of  the  house  of  Branden- 
burg, had  now  devdved  upon  tiie  emperor,  and 
his  migesty  was  pleased  \o  select  Marshal  Clair- 
foyt,  as  the  most  able  officer  to  whom  he  could 
confide  the  command  of  tiie  troops  collected  for 
tiiat  purpose.  This  general,  who  had  been 
driven  at  the  latter  end  of  the  last  campaign 
across  the  Rhine,  being  now  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  Austrian  army,  as  welt  as  that' of  the  em- 
pire, returned  to  the  charge,  and,  nothing  dis- 
mayed by  his  recent  defeats,  attacked  and  routed 
the  French,  who  were  posted  upon  the  heights  oi 
Mombach,  after  which  he  oc^^upied  that  advan- 
tageous position  with  his  own  forces. 

Notwithstanding  this,  Germany  was  soon 
after  menaced  witii  a  new  invasion,  and  Mentz 
with  a  new  siege,  by  two  of  the  greatest  com- 
manders in  the  smrice  of  the  repnolic.  After  a 
considerable  time  had  elapsed  in  preparation,  a 
large  portion  of  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and 
Mouse  suddenly  crossed  tbe  Rhme,  in  tbe 
neighbourhood  of  DusseldoriK    That  city  was 
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BOOK  1.  immediately  sammoned,  and,  haying  refused  to 
■■  surrender,  was  taken  by  assault,  the  Austrian 

Chap.  XX.  garrison  having  previously  retired.  The  duchy 
^"^T^j'^T^  of  Ber^  was  also  over^run  ;  a  large  quantity  of 
ammunition  and  artillery  belonging  to  the  enemy 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  invaders,  and  the  impe- 
rialists retiring  on  every  side,  Medtz  was  again 
invested. 

No  sooner  had  Pichegru  received  intelligence 
of  these  exploits,  than  he  also  crossed  the  Rhine 
with  his  army,  advanced  against  Manheim,  and 
obtained  possession  of  that  important  city,  with 
a  degree  of  facilitv  so  disproportionate  to  the 
strength  of  the  place,  that  it  was  evident  he 
must  have  been  favoured  by  the  good  wishes 
of  the  inhabitants.  On  this.  General  Wurm- 
ser,  who^  was  advancing  by  rapid  marches 
to  its  relief,  endeavoured  to  form  a  junction 
with  Marshal  Clairfayt,  but  he  was  overtaken..! 
and  defeated  by  a  detachment  of  the  army  of 
the  Rhine  and  Moselle.  The  French,  however, 
were  surprised  and  overcome  in  their  turn ;  and 
in  consequence  of  one  of  those  sudden  reverses, 
so  common  in  all  wars,  but  more  especially  in 
the  wars  of  the. French  revolution,  the  fortune 
of  the  campaign,  from  being  highly  disastrous, 
became  at  length  eminently  propitious  to  the 
imperial  arms. 

Pichegru  being  no  longer  able  to  second 
the  efforts  of  Jourdan,  the  latter  was  under  the 
necessity  of  raising  the  siege  of  Mentz,  and 
retreating  before  the  victorious  Austrians  to 
Dusseldorff,  where  he  repassed  the  Rhine ;  while 
the  former  fell  back  upon  Manheim,  and  after 
leaving  a  considerable  garrison  in  that  place,  and 
sustaining  a  number  of  sanguinary  attacks,  was 
happy  io  escape  across  that  river  also. 

Marshal  Clairfayt,  who  was  not  unmindful 
of  the  great  object  of  the  campaign,  appearing 
before  Mentz,  attacked  and  carried  the  intrenched 
camp,  which  the  French  had  endeavoured  to 
render  inexpugnable  by  the  labours  of  eleven 
months.  General  Schaal,  who  occupied  this 
strong  position  on  the  retreat  of  Jouraan,  with 
fifty-two  battalions  of  infantry,  and  five  regi- 
ments of  cavalry,  was  obliged  to  retire,  and 
leave  one  hundred  and  six  pieces  of  cannon,  two 
hundred  ammunition  waggons,  and  about  two 
thousand  prisoners,  among  whom  were  two 
generals,  in  the  hands  of  the  assailants. 

Notwithstanding  the  disasters  sustained  by 
the  French  ariny,  the  garrison  of  Manheim,  con- 
sisting of  about  nine  thousand  men,  contrived 
to  make  a  stout  resistance.  The  imperialists  at 
length  obtained  possession  of  an  intrenched  hill, 
called  the  Gulyenberg,  by  assault,  as  well  as  the 


Necker  Fort ;  but  although  they  were  driven  from 
the  latter,  they  persevered  with  unabatin^  ardour, 
and  after  a  long  siege,  obliged  this  important 
city  to  capitulate. 

In  the  mean  time    Marshal  Clairfayt  and 
General  Wurmser    had    crossed    the  Rhine  in 
pursuit  of   the  French,    and  having*  fonned   a 
junction,  resumed  possession  of  the   Palatinate^ 
re-conquered    many  of  the  acquisitions  of  the 
French,  and  even  threatened  to  retake  Luxem- 
bourg.   On  this,  Pichegru  and  Jourdan,  after 
receiving  the  necessary  reinforcements,  marched 
to  encounter  the  triumphant  enemy.     The  former 
carried  the  town  of  Kreutznach  twice  by  storm 
in  the  course  of  one  day ;  but  he  was  obliged 
at  length  to  evacuate  that  place,  while  hia  col- 
league was  repulsed  soon  auer  in  an  attack  upon 
l^yserslautem,  in  which  he  lost  two  thousand 
men.    At  lencth  the  severity  of  the  season,  and 
an  unexpected  armistice  of  three  months,  put 
an  end  to  a  campaign,  the  close  of  vrhich  was 
not  only  far  different  from  its  commencement, 
but  also   from  what  might  have  been   augured 
from    the    relative   forces   of    the   contending 
powers.* 

The  troops  of  the  house  of  Austria,  although 
entirely  destitute  of  the  support  of  the  Prussians 
as  formerly,  must  be  allowed  to  have  conducted 
themselves,  not  only  with  exemplary  skill  and 
bravery,  but  with  a  degree  of  zeal,  and  even  of 
enthusiasm,  which  they  had  not  hitherto  evinced. 
The  Field-marshals  Clairfayt  and  Wurmser 
added  greatly  to  their  former  reputation  ;  and 
the  (Generals  Boros,  Krav>  and  Haddick, 
evinced  talents  that  afforded  a  promise  of 
future  celebrity. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  fame  of  Pichegru 
and  Jourdan,  two  of  the  best  generals  in  the 
French  service,  experienced  a  sudden  eclipse ; 
while  they  loudly  complained  that  the  victories 
of  the  imperialists  had  been  accomplished  by  the 
violation  of  neutral  territory,  they  at  the  same 
time  evinced  a  jealousy  and  even  a  hatred  of 
each  otho*,  that  proved  but  little  serviceable 
to  the  interests  of  their  country. 

The  peace  with  Spain  produced  a  consider^ 
able  effect  on  the  military  operations  in  Italy. 
No  sooner  did  the  coui^  of  Madrid  consent  to 
the  termination  of  hostilities,  than  the  victorious 
troops  which  had  crossed  the  Pyrenees  in  search 
of  conquests,  were  conducted  to  the  Apennines, 
and  Kellermann  was  soon  in  possession  of  all 
the  summits  of  the  Alps,  from  the  Lake  of 
Geneva  to  the  county  of  Pf ice. 

The  war,  however,  for  some  time  was  de- 
fensive in  this  quarter ;  and  while  the  Austrians 


*  BjM,  cooTwition  ri^ned  at  Vienna,  on  the  4th  of  May,  in  the  present  year,  between  his  Britannic  nsiyeety  and  the 
emperor,  it  wm  agreed,  that  the  tnm  of  four  millions  six  hundred  Uiousand  pounds  sterlingc,  should  be  raised  in  England  on 
aoonnntof  the  latter,  and  that  the  emperor  should  in  return  emptoy  in  his  dilferent  armies,  in  tlie  campaign  of  this  year,  a 
number  af  troops,  which  should  amount  at  least  to  two  hundred  thousand  effectiTe  men. 
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.  intrenched  themselves  aiBorghetto  and  Albeiiga^ 
the  French  strengthened  their  position  at  Dego, 
peither  of  the  armies  paying  the  least  attention 
to  the  neutrality  of  Genoa,  the  territories  of 
lyhich  were  inyaded  and  occupied  occasionally 
hy  both. 

General  de  Vins,  who  had  again  assumed 
ihe  command  of  the  Austro-Sardmian  arm?,  in 
the  mean  time  extended  his  redoubts  along  Mount 
Balin,  which  commands  Savona  and  Vado,  with 
the  double  iriew  of  securing  a  retreat,  in  case  he 
should  be  pressed  by  superior  forces,  and  keep- 
ing up  the  communication  with.  Alexandria  and 
Savona,  whence  he  drew  his  supplies. 

But  the  army  of  Italy  being  at  length  pressed 
l^v  famine,  in  consequence  of  the  capture  of 
all  neutral  vessels  laden  with  corn  in  the  Medi* 
ierranean,  a  council  of  war  was  held  at  Albenga, 
on  the  26th  of  October,  in  which  it  was  deter- 
mined to  attack  the  imperialists  throughout  the 
whole  ext^t  of  their  line,  with  a  view  of  chasing 
them  from  the  dominions  of  Genoa,  and  obtain- 
ing a  supply  of  provisions.  Accordingly  several 
partial  engagements  took  place,  in  one  of  which 
the  Austrians  were  driven  from  Campo  di  Pietra, 
by  the  Generals  Augereau  and  Chastel,  with  the 
loss  of  five  hundred  prisoners.  On  the  22d  of 
November  they  were  again  attacked  -by  General 
Scherer  in  the  valley  of  Loano ;  and  after  a 
battle  that  lasted  from  six  o'clock  in  the  morning 
until  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  allies  were  obliged 
to  retreat  to  Garesio,  with  the  loss  of  eight 
thousand  men,  who  were  either  killed  or  made 
prisoners. 

The  action  being  renewed  next  morn- 
ing at  break  of  day,  the  enemy  fled  in  confusion 
towards  Savona  and  Bagniano.  In  this  state 
of  distress,  De  Vins  summoned  the  senate  of 
Genoa  to  deliver  up  the  fortress  of  Savona,  and 
being  refused  the  possession  of  a  place  which  he 
was  unable  to  obtain  by  force,  the  Austro-Sar- 
dinians  were  obliged  to  pass  the  defiles  of  the 
Bochetta,  and  retire  towards  Acqui :  on  which 
the  French  took  possession  of  Pietre,  Leano, 
Finale,  and  Vado,  as  well  as  of  the  immense' 
magazines  which, the  Austrians  had  collected  at 
Savona. 

In  consequence  of  tiiis  succession  of  vic« 
torie9,  the  barriers  of  the  Alps  were  com« 
pletely  laid  open  to  the  invaders ;  out  the  excesses 
which  accompanied  and  followed  their  triumphs, 
n0twithstandmg  the  r^>eaied  proclamations  of 
Geinerat  Scherer,  who  endeavoured  in  vain  to 
reader  the  commanding  officers  of  companies, 
the  eol6nels  of  battalions,  and  generals  of  bri- 
gades and  divisions,  .]>er8onally  responsible vfor 
the  malversations  of  their  soldiers,  soon  reduced 
the  repubfican  arkny  to  a  state  of  complete 
aharchy.  In  addition  to  the  disorganization  tliat 
ensued,  other  circumstances  contributed  to  res- 
(No.  10.) 


train  the  further  progress  of  the  French ;  for  the  BOOK  L 
emperor,  in  consequence  of  his  recent  snccesses  -^— — 
on  the  Rhine,  was  enabled  to  detach  into  Italy  a  ^^'^P^ 
body  of  twenty-five  thousand  men,  vrho  fortified      itq^"^ 
a  position  on  the  back  of  the  Apennines  ;  while 
the  court  of  Turin,  fully  aware  of  its  critical 
situation,  sent  a  reinforcement  of  six  thousand 
troops  to  General  ColH,  who  commanded  the 
Sardinian  army. 

But  the  rigour  of  the  season  prevented  the 
allies  from  attempting  any  enterprise  of  moment ; 
and  the  intervention  of  mountains  covered  with 
snow,  restrained  the  rage  of  hostile  armies^  and 
procrastinated  the  fate  of  Italy. 

The  conquest  of  the  seven  United  Provinces^ 
and  the  entire  chahge  in  the  government,  which 
arose  out  of  that  event,  prepared  the  way  for  a^ 
treaty  of  alliance  offensive  and  defensive  between 
the  republic  of  France  and  the  republic  of 
Holland,  which  was  concluded  at  -  the  Hague 
on  the  15th  of  May,  1795.  The  necessary  con- 
sequence  of  tins  aliianoe  was,  to  place  the  Dutch 
people,  OB  whose  behalf  the  war  had  been  osten- 
sibly undertaken,  in  a  state  of  actual  hostility  with 
this  country ;  and  his  majesty^  accordingly  issued 
a  proclamation,  ordering  all  Dutch  vessels  in  the 
ports  of  Great  Britain  to  be  stopped  ;  and  five 
men  of  wai^,  nine  Indiamen,  and  about  sixty 
sail  of  smaller  vessels,  were  immediately  de- 
tained. This  proclamation  was  followed  by  an 
order  in  council  to  seize  all  property  whatever  of 
that  nation  ;  and  on  the  15th  of  September,  an 
order-for  general  reprisals  was  granted  against 
the  ships,  goods,  and  subjects  of  the  republic : 
and  in  the  course  of  the  year  all  the  factories  of 
Holland  in  Asia,  were  either  obtained  by  strata- 
gem, or  seized  after  a  short  resistance  by  forc» 
of  arms.  ^  '•  • 

Upon  receiving  the  necessary,  instnictibn* 
from  England,  the  government  of  Madras  imme- 
diately determined  to  fit  out  a  small  armament, 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  possession  of  the  impor-c 
tant  island  of  Ceylon.  *  This  expedition,  which 
was  intrusted  to  Rear-admiral  Rainier  and 
Colonel  Stuart,  sailed  towards  the  middle  of 
the  summer^  and  consisted  of  the '  Sufiblk, 
which  was  the  flag  ship,  the  Centurion,  the 
Diomede,  vriiich  joined-  off  Negapatam,^  aiid 
several  transports. 

Notwithstanding  the  loss  of  the  Diomedi^ 
which  struck  upon  an  undescribed  rock  between 
Pigeon  Island  and  the  outer  point  of  the  bay,  th« 
first  detachment,  consisting  of  five  hundred  and 
twenty  European  and  one  hundred  and  ten  native 
soldiers,  and  two  field-pieces,  landed  without 
opposition  at  the  White  Rocks,  on  the  3d  of 
August,  and  was  iinmediately  followed  by  the 
remainder  of  the  trooiis.  About  ten  days  more 
were  consumed  in  tile  ciebarkatien  of  stores  and 
provisions;  after  which  ^e  Jgnglisb^commjei^c^sd 
Oo 
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BOOK  I.  their  approaches,  opened  batteries  against  the 
"■      '  fort  of  Trincomale,  and  completed  a  practicable 

CtfAP.  XX.  breach  in  the  course  ol"  a  week  after  they  had 
^^"^jqT*^  broken  s^round,  during  all  which  operations  little 
or  no  molestation  was  experienced  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy.  Rear-adroiral  Rainier  and  Colo* 
Del  Stuart  now  summoned  the  garrison  to  sur-* 
render ;  and  on  the  26th  of  the  same  months 
Alajor  Forubauer  consented  to  a  capitulation,  by 
lyhich  the  troops,  amounting  to  more  than  six 
hundred,  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of 
war.  On  this  the  commandant  of  Ostenburgh 
immediately  entered  into  a  negociation  for  the 
surrender  of  tliat  place  also,  which  was  accord- 
ingly delivered  up  on  terms  similar  to  those- 
granted  at  Trincomal6,  and  the  British  colours 
were  hoisted  on  the  ramparts.  The  fort  of 
Batticaloe  was  secured  a  short  time  after^ 
wards,  as  well  as  the  settlement  of  Jaffnapa- 
tarn,  and  the  fort  and  military  post  of  Mol« 
letivoe.  - 

These  important  acquisitions  were  «ooit 
followed  by  the  capture  of  the  island  of  Manar, 
which  was  seized  by  Oaptain  Barbutt,  with  the 
flank  companies  of  the  72d  regiment  and  twO 
parties  of  sepoys.  A  small  armament  from 
Madras,  consisting  of  the  Retdstance,  Captain 
Newcome,  some  transports,  and  the  Suffolk's 
tender,  with  four  European  and  a  few  native 
/  troops,  commanded  by  Major  Brown,  obtained 

possession  of  Malacca  on  the  17th  of  August; 
oy  the  acquisition  of  which,  additional  security 
was  afforded  to  the  British  commerce  in  the 
straits  of  that  name,  as  well  as  in  the  Chinese 
seas.  Cochin  also  surrendered  to  the  English 
arms,  with  Chinsurah  and  its  dependencies,  the 
fbrt^f  Porca,  and  Quilon;  and  in  tine,  all  the 
settlements  on  the  continent  of  India  appertaining 
to  the  Dutch. 

Nearly  about  the  same  time  the  flourishing 
colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  English. 

The  invasion  of  that  settlement  was  under- 
taken partly  with  a  view  of  pf  eventing  the  French 
firom  obtaining- possession  of  it,  and  partly  with 
an  intention  of  securing  an  intermediate  station 
betweenEvrope  and  the  rich  and  numerous  posses- 
sions of  Great  Britain  in  the  east ;  and  the  con- 
duct of  the  expedition  was  intrusted  to  Vice- 
admiral  Sir  George  Keith  Elphinstone^  and 
General  Sir  Alured  Clarke. 

On  the  14th  of  July  a  landing  was  effected 
at  Simons-Town,  and  possession  obtained  of 
that  place,  which  had  been  previously  evacuated 
with  the  intention  of  being  burnt.  Major-general 
Craig,   though  entirely    destitiiite   of  artillery, 


marched  against  the  enemy,  wlto  was  posted  in 
^eat  force  at  Mysenberg.     After  a  lonsf   and 
fatiguing  inarch,    the  major-fi^encral   made    an 
unsucoessfiil  attack  upon  one  of  the  enemy's  out- 
posts, which  fijtilf  d,  partly  from  the  intricacy  of 
the  roads,  and  partly  from  the  timidity  and  ig^no- 
ranee  of  the  guides.     The  British  commanders 
were  now  reiluced  to  a  very  distressing  dilemma, 
for  neither  the  numbers  nor  the  energy  of  their 
adversaries  seemed  to  diminish ;  and  labile  no 
fair  opportunity  presented  itself  on  the  one  band 
for  the  army  to  advance,  the  navy  on  the  other 
was  unable,  on  account  of  the  unfavourable  sea« 
son,  to  form  a  I'^ady  co-operation  with  the  troops, 
by  occupying  Table  Bay.    The  arrival  of  Gene- 
ral Clarke,  with  the  forces  under  bis  command, 
was  of  course  looked  for  with  intense  anxiety ; 
but  such  was  the  exig^icy  of  the  situation  of  the 
British  army,  that  it  was  determined,  if  at  the 
expiration  of  six  days  ho  succour  arrived,  Major- 
general    Craig   should    march   forward    under 
every  disadvantage,    to  try  the  fortune  of  an 
attach,  before  the  total  failure  of  their  provisions 
rendered    a    retreat    unavoidable.     They   were 
however  anti/cipated  by  the  enemy,-  who  on  tlieir 
part  meditated  an  assault  on  the  British  camp, 
whi(^  in  all  probability  would  have  decided  the 
fate  of  this  important  colony.     Ttiey  accordingly 
advanced  dKiring  the  night  of  the   1st  of  Sep- 
tember, with  their  whole  strength,  su|>ported  by 
a  train  of  eighteen  field-pieces ;  and  considerable 
bodies  of  troops  had  already  made  their  appear^* 
anee — when,  at  this  critical  and  important  mo« 
ment,  the  signal  {or  a  fleet,  soon  after  succeeded  by 
the  appearance  of  fourteen  large  vessels,  induced 
the  enemy  to  relinquish  their  enterprise,  and  to 
return  to  their  former  post.    This  event  vraa 
decisive  of  the  conquest  of  the  Cape,  for  on  the 
morning  of  the  16th  an  officer  arrived  from  the 
Dutch  Governor  Sluysken,   in  consequence  of 
which  a  cessation  of  arms  ensued,  and  the  castle 
and  Cape  of  Good  Hope  were  surrendered  to 
the  British  arms. 

.  To  counterbalance  these  brilliant  successes 
in  the.  east,  our  affairs  in  the  western  hemisphere 
wore  a  less  auspicious  aspect;  and  while  the 
Englb>h  ministry  was  fitting  out  a  powerful  arma- 
ment for  the  West  Indies,  Victor  Hughes  not 
only  retained  possession  of  Guadaloupe,  but 
extended  his  arms  and  his  influence  to  the  neigh- 
bouring isles.  Declining  no  arts  however  inhu- 
man, and  no  measures  however  dangerous,  he 
violated  the  sanctuary  of  the  dead*  i^ithout' 
compunction,  and  exposed  the  living  to  all  the 
penalties  of  rebellion  without  remorse.  In  one 
of  his  numerous  proclamations  he  boasted  that 


I 


*  Id  the  latter  eod  of  1794,  this  oomau«4o«er  published  a  proclamation,  ia  which,  afler  stating  *^  thai  the  rkrbts  of 
hamanity,  of  war,  and  of  nations,'*  had  been  Tiolated  by  the  British  commandersi  he  added,  **  that  the  body  of  Thomas 
Ihindas,  Major-general  and  Governor,  interred  in  Guadaloupe,  dd  of  Jane  (slave  style),  should  be  taken  up  and  dven  a 
prey  10  the  bivds  ef  the  air,'*  5cc.  r         a 
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ei^ht  hundred  republicans  and  two  French  fri- 
gates iiad  conquered  the  island  trhere  he  then 
resided ;  and  after  ridiculing'  the  idea  of  declaring 
Gaadaloupe  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade,  he 
aflbmed  that  his  cruisers  *^  had  taken,  sunk,  and 
burnt,  eighty-eig^t  of  the  eneuiy's  vessels/' 
Tfhile  they,  according  to  his  account,  had  ^'turned 
pirates,  and  ransacked  neutral  Ycssels.** 

Nor  was  his  goTcrnment  unmindful  of  the 
serricea  of  this  singular  man ;  for  early  in  the 
present  year  a  small  armament,  consisting  of  a 
cut-down  seventy-four  ship  of  war,  four  fri- 
gates, and  ten  armed  transports,  and  carrying 
forty-six  guns  and  Hve  hundred  men,  arnved 
safe  in  the  West  Indies,  with  the  loss  of  only  one 
of  the  frigates.  On  this  the  commissioner,  who 
bad  dispersed  proclamations  and  emissaries 
every-where,  determined  to  extend  the  theatre 
of  war,  and  retaliate  on  the  English  by  attack- 
iag  them  in  their  own  settlements.  He  began 
on  the  7tb  of  January,  with  the  island  of  Gre- 
nada, which  had  formerly  appertained  to 
France;  and  having  conveyed  a  considerable 
quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  thither,  with 
a  small  body  of  troops,  an  insurrection  took 
place  under  Pedon,  on  the  *  iOth  of  April,  in 
consequence  of  whieh,  the  lieutenant-governor 
and  several  of  the  principal  inhabitants  were 
taken  prisoners. 

As  materiate  for  combustion  are  ever  ready 
in  colonies  where  a  few  wbitesdiold  a  multitude  of 
negroes  in  slavery,  St.  Vincent  also  was  sub- 
jected to  all  the  calamities  of  civil  war,  which 
were  aggravated  greatly  by  the  fury  of  the 
Caribbees.  The  French  inhabitants  of  Dominica, 
were  likewise  instigated  to  revolt,  and  a  small 
detachment  sent  to  tlieir  assistance ;  but  they  did ' 
not  hold  out  so  long  asr  h^ihe  other  is>1ands,  for 
the  invaders  were  resisted  by  the  militia,  and 
oMiged  to  submit  as  prisoners  of  wat,  while  those 
who  had  joined  them  were  punished  with  att  the 
rigour  of  the  laws. 

Victor  Hughes,  however,  found  means  to 
resume  possession  of  St.  Ijucia,  on  the  20th  of 
April,  having  landed  a  body  of  troops  there 
under  Massades  and  liombard,  and  incited  the 
negroes  to  revolt  by  the  allurements  of  libeHy, 
so  congenial  to  the  heart  bf  man.  Brigadier- 
general  Staart,  after  obtaining  possession  of 
Vieux  Fort,  proceeded  to  attadi  the  enemf  at 
Souffnere;  but  he'vras  anticipated  in  his  inten- 
tions, 'and  altbougli  he  found  means  to  dissipate 
an  ambuscade*  yet  bis  troops  weir^  compelled,  at ' 
tba^  cltMie' of  ail  iengagement  of 'seven  hours,  tb 
retire.  The  capture  of  Pigeon  Island,  and  the 
loss  of  the  Vigie  soon  after,  rwidered  St-  Ixicia 
no  long^  tenfl£te ;  it  was  accordingly  determined 
to  evacuate  it,  which  was  happily  effected  vrith- 
out  any  loss,  on  the  19th  of  June,  1>y  Captain 
Barrett,  of  the  Experiment 


Nearly  about  the  same  time,  the  Maroons,  BOOK  I. 
instigated  by  real  or  supposed  injuries,  took  up 
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arms  in  Jamaica ;  in  consequence  of  which  a  pHAt».  XX 
contest  commenced,  and  was  carried  on  with  a  ^ 
spirit  of  relentless  hostility  never  before  practised 
by  Englishmen.  On  all  former  occasions,  when' 
tne  insurgent  slaves,  or  such  of  their  descendants 
as  had  been  admitted  to  the  protection  of  tho 
British  government,  made  war  upon  the  colonists, 
no  unmanly  or  perfidious  stratagems  were  re- 
curred to,  but  they  were  constantly  overcome  by 
the  superior  bravery,  discipline,  and  resources, 
of  the  Europeans  and  Creoles.  Yet  upon  the 
present,  not  only  Spanish  arts,  but  Spanish  arms 
were  employed  for  their  extirpation  ;  the  ferocity 
of  the  canine  race,  for  the  first  time  in  our 
history,  was  invoked  in  aid  of  the  soldiery ; 
while  the  women,  children,  and  old  men,  were 
exposed  to  the  rage  of  blood-hounds ;  and  the 
public  faith  itself  is  said  to  have  been  violated  in 
respect  to  the  articles  of  a  treaty  entered  into 
with  these  deluded  people.  But  their  sufferings 
did  not  end  here;  for  such  as  the  sword  had 
spared  were  transported  from  the  tropical  region 
of  the  Atlantic  isles,  and  exposed  to  all  the 
rigours  of  polar  cold  in  Upper  Canada,  ^ntil 
they  were  At  length  transferred,  by  the  interposi- 
tion of  some  humane  individuals,  to  a  more  conge- 
nial climate  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

Frpm  scenes  such  as  these  the  indignant 
Briton  will  readily  avert  his  eyes,  to  contemplate 
the  more  honourable  triumphs  of  that  navy 
destined  to  add  to  the  glory  and  protection  of  his 
native  country. 

Notwithstanding  tlie  »aval  power  of  France 
had  been  greatly  reduced,  and  the  spirit  of  Her 
seaipen  almost  entirely  aanihUated  by  the  memo-  . 
rable .  engagement  off  Ushant  in  the  course  of 
the  former  campaign,  she  yet  found  means  early 
in  the  spring  to -fit  out  a  squadron  Jn  tiie  Medi- 
terranean.   Toulon,  although  liitherto  supposed 
t^  have  been  rendered  incapable  of  furnishing  a 
supply  of  stores  for  tliat  purpose,  was  tho  port 
whence  this  armament,  consisting  of  fifteen  sail 
of  the  Une^  four  frigates,    and  two  corvettes, . 
issi&ed  forth,  with  a  view  of  making  a  descent  - 
uppa  Corsica,,  and  xcatoring  that  islaud  to  tiie 
dominioi^  of  its  former  maaters. 

•   Vice-admirtil  Hofham,  having  received  inti-  * 
mation  from  Genoa  that  this  fleet  had  been  seen  - 
off  the  isle  o#  Marguerite,  left  Legliom  toad  in 
pursuit  of^it,-  oil  the  9lh  of  M^rch,  with  fouf teen ' 
sail  of  H^  fine,  four  Mgates,'  and  four  armed 
roisels.  •  ikiiticipathig  the  enemy-s  destination, ' 
he  shaped  bis  course  accordingly,  and^sent  orders 
for  the  Berwick,  then  at  9t.  Fiore^to,  to  join 
bim  off  Cape' Corse ;  but  he  received  the  unwel- 
come news  that  this  ship,  after  an  action  in  which  - 
Captain  litticgohOi  the  obnUBAiKdei',  waskiliad. 
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BOOK  I.  had  been  captured    two    days    before   by    the 
enemy^s  fleet. 

Although  the  respective  squadrons  were  seen 
daily  by  the  advaqced  frigates  of  each,  yet  they 
did  not  descry  ea^h  other  until  after  the  lapise  of 
three  days,  when  the  French  were  discovered  to 
windward.  As  they  evinced  no  inclination  to 
bear  down,  the  signal  was  made  by  the  admiral 
for  a  general  chace ;  in  the  course  of  which,  the 
-Weather  being  squally  and  blowing  very  fresh, 
one  of  the  enemy's  line-of-battle  ships  was  per- 
ceived  to  have  lost  her  top-masts.  On  this  the 
Inconstant,  which  acted  as  repeating-frigate  to 
the  commander-in-chief,  attacked,  raked,  and 
harassed  this  vessel,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
Agr^inemnon,of  64  guns,  commanded  by  Captain 
Nelson,  since  so  much  renowned  in  the  naval 
annals  of  liis  coiinlry,  rendered  her  a  complete 
^'rec'kT^urBe  was  twice  recalled  by  signal  from 
the  Britannia,  as  several  of  the  enemy's  ships 
were  advancing  to  her'succouT)  by  one  of  wliich 
she  was  soon  after  taken  in  tow. 

Finding  tliat  the  British  squadron  did  not 
gain  upon  that  of  the  French,  the  ships  of  the 
latter  neing  fresh  from  port,  the  vice-admiral 
gave  orders  to  form  on  the  larboard  line  of  bear* 
ing ;  and  perceiving  the  disabled  ship  with  her 
consort  separated  from  and  to  leeward  of  the 
main  body,  it  was  determined  to  reduce  the 
enemy  to  the  alternative  of  either  abandoning  two 
of  their  line  of  battle  ships  or  coming  to  action. 

The  Captain  and  Bedford,  of  74  guns  each> 
were  accordingly  dispatched  to  secure  these  ves- 
sels :  on  this,  the  French  squadron  bore  down  to 
their  assistance,  and  a  partial  action  ensued,  in 
the  course  of*  which  the  British  van  ships,  parti* 
cnlarly  the  Illustrious  and  Courageux,  not  only 
lost  Uieir  main  and  mizen  masts,  but  suiSfered 
considerably,  the  former  having  twenty  seamen 
and  marine  killed,  and  seventy  wounded.  But 
although  nothing  further  was  efl^cted,  the  Ca  Ira 
of  80,  and  the  Censeur  of  74,  which  bad  been 
separated  from  the  French  fleet,  were  captured 
after  an  obstinate  and  very  bloody  engagen^ent ; 
for  one  of  ihese  ships  having  one  thousand  three 
hundred,  and  the  other  one  thousand  on  board, 
th^r  decks  were  strewed  with  carnage,  and  they 
lost  between  three  and  four  hundred  men ;  the 
whole  loss  on  the  part  of  the  English  aoHniniine 
only  to  aeventy*five  killed,,  and  two  hundred  and 
eigh^  wouncled.  • 

^  Notwithstanding  thi»suceess,  a  flying  squadr 
rpn,  consisting  of  the  Agamemnon,  Meleager, 
^iadne,  Moselle^  and  Mutine  cutter,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Nelson,  was  chased,  on  the 
7^b  of  July*  into  St.  Fiorenzo  bay,  by  twenty* 
tbree  «ail  of  the.  enemy,  seventeen  of  vihiek 
proved  to  be  of  the  hue.  On  4his  Admiral 
Hotham  immediately  put  to  sea,  and. the  enemy 
waa  at  lev^^  dei^qried  to  leewar4.,   'Rni^  six 
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of  the  English  squadron  were  unluckily  forced 
tp  bend  main-top-sails  in  the  room  of  those  that 
were  split  in  the  course  of  the  night,  some  time 
was  lost,,  and  the  attempt  to  cut  the  French   off 
from  the  land,  whencia  they  were  only  five  leagues 
distant,  proved  abortive :  about  eight  o^dock  the 
signal  was  hobted  for  a  general  chace,  and  a  few 
of  the  van  ships  got  up  with  their  rear   about 
noon,  in  consequence  or  which  a  partial  action 
took  place,   and  the  Alcide,  French  ship  of  74 
guns,  struck,  but  about  half  an  hour  after  she 
caught  fire  and  was  consumed.     The  rest  of  the 
fleet,  being  favoured  by  a  change  of  wind,  took 
shelter  in  Frejus  Bay,  aiid  eluded  all  further 
pursuit.  ^ 

On  the  26th  of  August,  a  detachment  from^ 
the  Mediterranean  fleet,  consisting  of  six  shipj$| 
of  the  line,  under  the  command  of  Captain. 
Nelson,  proceeded  to  the  bays  of  Alassio  and 
Languelia,^  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vado, 
wheofce  he  cut  out  nine  ships  belonging  to.  the 
French.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Censeur  apd 
part  of  the  Mediterranean  convoy  were  taken 
nearly  about  the  same  time  by  a  squadron  under 
Richery,  consisting  of  six  sail  of  the  line  and 
three  trigates ;  and  that  admiral  being  afraid 
either  to  keep  the  sea  or  return  to  a  French  port, 
immediately  took  shelter  in  Cadiz,  which  was, 
afterwards  blockaded  by  the  English* 

A  small  detachment  from  tike  channel  fleet 
evinced  in  the  course  of  this  summer  a  manifest 
superiority  over  the  French,  both  in  skill  and 
resolution.  Vice-admiral  Cornwallis,  whose  fla^ 
was  flying  on  board  a  first-rate,  with  four  seventy* 
four>gun  ships^  and  two  frigates,  fell  in  with*  a 
fleet  of  thirteen  line^of^-battle  ships,  fourteen 
frigates,  two  brigs,  and  a  cutter,  near  the  Pen- 
marks.  In  consequence  of  a  cliange  of  wind  the 
enemy  obtained  the  weather-gage,  aiid  while 
one  of  their  large  ships  be^n  to  fire  upon  the 
Mars,  a  frigate,  which  had  kept  to  leeward,  ran 
up  upon  her  larboard  quarter,   and  frequently 

{rawed  and  fired  with  an  unusual  portion  of  gal- 
antry,  while  the  other  ships  kept  up  a  dis^nt 
cannonade.  Towards  evening  an  attempt  was 
naade  to  cut  off  this '^vessel,  which  was  at  some 
distance  from  the  squadron ;  on  which  the  Eng- 
lish admiral  bore  4ip  for  her  support,  and  all  the 
ships  under  his  command  evinced  such  a  deter- 
mined spirit,  that  the  superior  fleet  drew  ofi^,  and 
before  sunset  tacked  and  stood  away. 

A  portion  of  the  same  fleet,  consisting  of 
twelve  sail  of  the  line  and  eleven  frigates,  was 
on  the  22A  of  June  perc^ved  off  Port  L* Orient,* 
by  Admiral  hord  Bridport,  whose  flag  was  flying 
in  the  Royal  George,  with  a  strong  squadron, 
c^sistwg  of  two  diips  of  a  hundred,  three  of 
ninety-eight,  one  of  eighty,  and  four  of  seventy- 
fwr  guns,  under  bi^cg^nmand.  Percaviug  that 
the  French  declined  a  contest,  Sqw^  of  the.  fastest 
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sailing  m«i*of-war  were  the  first  detached, — and 
the  whole  followed  soon  after,  in  quest  of  the 
enemy,  the  pursuit  continuing  during  the  whole 
night.  Early  next  morning  the  headmost  ships 
came  up  with  the  enemy,  and  after  An  action  of 
three  hours,  the  Alexander,  Formidable,  and 
Tigre^  struck,  and  had  net  the  remainder  heen 
protected  by  the  land,  more  would  perhaps  have 
been  captured ;  howeyer,  when  it  is  recollected 
that  the  action  was  fought  in  the  face  of  batteries, 
«nd  before  a  strong  na^al  port,  it  must  be  allowed 
to  haye  evinced  considerable  gallantry  on  the  part 
of- the  British  squadron. 

•  In  the  course  of  this  summer  the  coasting 
trade  of  France  was  greatly  distressed,  and  many 
of  her  armed  ships  captured,  by  the  zeal  and 
attention  of  the  Eaiglish  cruisers.  Several  com- 
manders, well  acquainted  with  all  the  rocks,  shoals, 
«ind  harbours,  distinguished  themselves  during 
this  campaign;  particularly  Sir  W.  S.  Smith, 
who,  in  the  Diamond,  chased  «ome  of  their  cor- 
vettes on  shore,  and  engaged  with  their  laud 
batteries,  while  Sir  John  Borlase  Warren,  Sir 
Richard  Strachan,  and  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  lost 
no  opportunity  of  exhibiting  the  most  determined 
Spirit  of  enterprise. 

Of  all  the  actions  between  single  ships  dtir- 
ing  the  present  campaign,  and  perhaps  also 
during  the  whole  of  the  war,  no  one  aeserves 
more  particular  notice  than  that  which  occurred 
between  the  Blanche,  mounting  thirty-two,  and 
Xia  Pique,  of  thirty-eight  guns^  and  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty  men,  in  the  West-Indies.  Capt. 
Faulknor,  who  commanded  the  former,  during 
a  cruise  off  the  island  of  Ouadaloupe,  perceived 
e  frigate  at  anchor,  on  the  5th  of  January,  near 
Pointe-i-Petre,    under    protection  of  the  bat- 


teries.   Next  day,  finding  that  this  Teasel  had  BOOK  1. 
come  out,  and  was  two  leagues  a-stem,  he  made  «..-.-.««. 
sail  for,  and  about  noon  passed  under  her  lee  Chap.  XX. 
on  the  starboard  tack,  exchanging  broadsides  at  — — — 
the  same  time ;  and  after  an  engagement  of  five      1705 
hours,  during  which  La  Pique  had  seventy-six     • 
men  killed   and  one  hundred  and  ten  wounded, 
she  surrendered  to  the  Blanche ;  but  the  gallant 
Captain  Faulknor,  who  had  before  distinguished 
himself  in   the   sight  of  the  English  fleet  and 
army    at   the   assault   of   Fort   Royal,  was  no« 
longer  alive  to  receive   the  sword  of  his  van- 
quished   rival,   having  fallen  by  a  shot   which 
proved  mortal,  in  the  midst  of  the  action.*    The 
superior   skill    and   seamanship  of  the   victors 
will  appear  more  conspicuous  when  it  is  stated, 
that  during  the  whole  of  this  memorable  fight,, 
eight  of  them  only  were  killed,  and  twenty-one 
wounded. 

In  fine,  the  naval  campaign  of  this  year  was- 
peculiarly  auspicious  to  England,  for  she  lost  only 
four  ships  :  the  Berwick,  of  seventy-four  guns,  in 
the  Mediterranean ;  and  Le  Censeur,  of  seventy- 
four,  retaken  by  the  enemy  offCape  St.  Vincent ; 
the  Daphne,  which  was  forced  to  yield  to  two. 
men-of-war;  and  tlie  Nemesis,  of  seventy-eight 
guns,  taken  by  two  frigates,  in  the  port  of  Smyrna. 
While,  on  the  other  hand,  the  French  had  about 
fifty  armed  vessels  of  various  descriptions,  sunk, 
destroyed,  and  captured ;  of  these  one  was  a 
ship  of  ninety-eight  guns,  two  of  eigktv,  four  of 
seventy-four,  two  of  forty-four,  one  of  forty-two, 
twoof  fortv,  one  of  thirty-eight,  and  one  of  thirty. 
And  in  addition  to  the  five  Dutch  men-of-war, 
detained  in  England,  one  of  sixty-four  was  seized 
at  Cork,  and  six  smaller  ships  were  captured  in 
other  places. 


*  A  monament  has  since  been  erecteJ  at  the  pablic  expence  to  commemoiiite  the  exploits  of  this  bra?e  and  abto^ 
^commander. 


INo.  11.) 


P  p 


CHAPTER  XXI. 


Bmtisb  HnTORY.     Session  of  Parliament  of  1795— His  Mofesty^s  Speech^Jddress^Renewed 
Suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act — Ways  and  Means— Motion  for  Enquiry— j^airs    </ 
Jrdand:  Earl  litzwilHam  appointed  Lord-lieutenant — Measures  of  his  Government — His  Recall 
'^Discussions  thereonin  the  British  Parliament — Marriage  of  the  Prince  of  Wales — Motion  for 
the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  lost — Acquittal  of  Warren  Hastings — Termination  of  the  Ses^ 
sien  of  Parliament — Distracted  State  cf  Ireland — Treaties  with  America  and  Russia — The 
Duke  of  York  appointed  X^omnumder-in-Chief— Petitions  for  Peace — Riots  in  Westminster — 
Reoival  of  the  Charge  against  Higginsy  Smithy  and  Le  Maitre ;  their  Trial  and  Acquittal — 
Alarming  Scarcity — Outrageous  Attack  on  the  King  on  his  Way  to  open  the  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  Proclamation  thereon — Treasoti  and  Sedition  Acts — Ways  and  Means — Message  from  his 
Majesty — Birth  of  the  Princeis  Charlotte  of  Wales — Motion  for  Peace;  for  the  Abolition  of 
the  Slave  Trade — Second  Loan — Motion  for  the  Appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Finance;  for 
Censure  on  Ministers — Prorogation  and  Dissolution  of  Parliament. 


BOOK  I.         THE  Session  of  parliament  of  1705  opened 
■  under  ciroumstances  of  great  public  difficulty. 

CHAP.XXI.  The  coalition  formed  against  the  enemy  in  1793 
^^-**v***^  iiras  on  the  eve  of  dissolution  ;  already  had  Tus- 
1705      canvy  Spain,  and  Prussia,  exhibited  indications 
of  declining  seal  abroad,  while  some  of  the  most 
independent  supporters  of  the  war  at  home  were 
ready   to  propose  a  negociation  for  peace  with 
Republican  France.    Undismayed  by  these  in- 
auspicious circumstances,   and  strengthened  by 
the  accession  of  several  men  of  talents  and  of 
influence  from  the  ranks  of  opposition,  ministers 
determined  to  persevere  in  a  contest  involvings 
as  they  contended,  not  merely  the  vital  interests 
of  this  country,  but  the  security  and  repose  of 
all  the   other    governments  of  Europe.    With 
such  sentiments  prevailing  in  the  cabinet,  parlia- 
ment assembled  on  the  30th  of  December,  1704, 
when  the  king,  in  his  speech  from  the  throne, 
informed  the  two  houses,  **  that  notwithstanding 
the  disappointments  and  reverses  which  the  allied 
arms  had  experienced  in  the  course  of  the  last 
campaign,  he  retained  a  firm  conviction  of  the 
necessity  of  persisting  in  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  just  and  necessary  war  in  which  the  nation 
was  engaged,    confident  that  it  was  only  from 
firmness  and  perseverance  that  we  could  hope  for 
the  restoration  of  peace  on  safe  and  honourable 
grounds."    ''  In  considering  the  situation  of  our 
enemies,"    his  majesty  remarked,    ^'parliament 
would  not  {oil  to  observe  that  the  efrorts  which 
had  led  to  their  successes,  and  the  unexampled 
means  by  which  alone  those  efforts  could  have 
been  sunported,  had  produced  among  themselves 
the  pernicious  ^ects  which  were  to  oe  expected, 
and  that  every  thing  which  had  passed  in  the 


interior  of  the  country  had  sliewn  the  progressive 
and  rapid  decay  of  their  resources,  and  the  in- 
stability of  every  part  of  that  violent  and  unna- 
tural system,  which  must  prove  equally  ruinous 
to  France,  and  incompatible  vrith  the  tranquillity 
of  other  nations.  He  should  therefore  continue 
to  use  the  most  effectual  means  for  the  augment- 
ation of  his  forces,  and  should  omit  no  opportu- 
nity of  concerting  the  measures  of  the  next 
campaign  with  such  of  the  powers  of  Europe  as 
were  impressed  with  the  same  necessity  of  vigour 
and  exertion."  He  concluded  with  expressing  a 
confident,  hope  that,  under  the  protection  of  pro- 
vidence, and  with  constancy  and  perseverance 
on  our  part,  the  principles  of  social  order,  mo- 
rality, and  religion,  would  ultimately  be  success- 
ful, and  that  his  faithful  people  would  find  their 
present  exertions  and  sacrifices  rewarded  by  the 
enjoyment  of  secure  add  permanent  tranquillity 
at  home,  and  by  the  deliverance  of  Europe  from 
the  greatest  danger  with  which  it  had  been 
threatened  since  the  establishment  of  civiliz^ 
society. 

Earl  Camden,  in  moving  the  address,  drew 
a  contirast  between  the  situation  of  France  and 
this  country,  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  latter. 
His  lordship  strenuouslv  urged  the  necessity  of 
a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  wear,  and  contended 
that  the  present  was  the  most  improper  season 
for  making  peace  that  could  possibly  be  chosen. 
The  Earl  of  Guildford,  in  moving  an  amendment 
to  the  address,  urged  *'  the  impracticability  of 
attaining  what  appeared  to  be  the  present  object 
of  the  war, — the  dictating  of  a  government  to 
France."  The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  declared 
that  he  could  see  no  difficulty  in  treating  with 
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France  at  the  present  period,  nor  could  he  admit 
the  objection  that  there  was  no  power  existing  m 
that  cobntry  to  treat  with.  ^^  When  persons/* 
said  his  lordship,  **  wish  to  make  up  a  quarrel, 
when  there  is  a  sincere  desire  for  peace  en  both 
aides,  the  means  of  effecting  reconciliation  are 
always  to  be  found,  and  France,  amidst  all  her 
change  of  parties,  had,  in  no  instance,  since  the 
revolution,  falsified  her  engagements  with  fo- 
reign states."  After  a  very  animated  4cfaate,  the 
amendment  was  rejected,  by  a  msjority  of  107  to 
12  voices. 

In  the  lower  house,  flie  debate  on  the  same 
subject  was  still  more  interesting.  On  the  ad- 
dress being  moved  by  Mr..  KnatchbuU,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Canning, 

Mr.  Wilberforce,  the  representative  of  the 
county  of  York,  and  an  intimate-  friend  of  the 
minister,  to  whom*  he  had  hitherto  afforded  his 
support,  rose  to  object,  that  the  obvious  tendency 
of  the  address  waste  pledge  the  house  to  a  pro- 
secution 6f  the  war  till  there  should  be  a  counter* 
revolution  in  France.  He  further  observed,  that 
in  his  majesty's  speech,  he  wras  sorry  to  say, 
there^  was  nothing  pacificatory ;  although  the 
jacobin  system,  so  hostile  to  this  kingdom,  had 
been  destroyed,  and  there  appeared  an  assump-* 
tion,  at  least,  of  moderation^  on  the  part  of  the 
new  rulers  of  that  country.  ^'  The  comfederacy 
against  France,''  he  observed,  '-  was  now  dis- 
solved, and  her  internal  disorders  were  appeased ; 
how  then  could  we  conquer  a  people  who  had 
resisted  with  such  success,  when  assailed  by  the 
combined  forces  of  Europe  from  without,  and 
when  distracted  with  insurrections  from  wkhin  ? 
The  retrospect  of  our  aflairs  was  bad,  but  the 
prospect  before  us  was  still  worse;  like  the  waves 
of  the  ocean,  the  armies  of  France  seemed  rapidly 
overthrowing  every  thing  that  stood  in  their  way. 
Regardless  of  slighter  difficulties,  they  looked 
merelv  to  the  convention,  and  thought  themselves 
bound  to  adhere  to  what  they  perceived  would 
alone  keep  the  country  together.  This  circum- 
stance it  was,  which  first  had  staggered  his 
opinion  with  relation  to  the  probabihty  of  ulti- 
mate success  in  the  contest  in  which  we.  were 
unhappily  engaged.  He  was  well  aware  of  the 
impossibility  of  forcing  a  government  upon 
Franee  when  that  country  was  united  in  opinion 
and  in  act,  and  he  scrupled  not  to  add,  that 
though  a  friend  to  monarchy,  he  did  not  conceive 
a  monarchy  to  be  the  fittest  form  of  govemnient 
for  France,  in  present  circumstances,  as  the  cur* 
rent  of  prejudice  set  so  strongly  againsjt  it."  He 
added  **  that  he  did  not  thinE  this  country  would 
be  at  all  debased  by  a  declaration  for  peace: 
true  magnanimity  consisted  in  acting  with  pro- 
priety under  every  circumstance,  resolutely 
determining  to  change  the  mode  of  conduct 
whenever  it  is  requir^   by  an  alteration  in  the 


state  of  affairs.    Those  who  thought  it  so  easy  to  BOOK  I. 
effect    a   counter-revolution  in  France,   should    ■ 
recollect  that  revolutionary  principles  had  now  Cbap.XXI. 
been  six  years  prevalent  in  that  country,.andtbat  ^^-^^v^-"^ 
a  new  generation  was  rising  ^p,  who  bad  been      )795 
educated  in  and  familiarized  to  them.     Equitable 
proposals  for  a  negociation  would  at  all  events  be 
oeneficial  to  this  kingdom,  and  if  rejected,  every 
person  would  unite  with  government  in  carrying 
on  with  vigour  what  would  then  in  reality  b^  a 
just  and  necessary  war."    Mr.  Wilberforce  con- 
cluded by  moving  an  amendment  to  tb^  address-, 
embracing  the  principal  topiea  contained  in  his 
speech.    Mr.  Duncombe^  his  .colleague,  seconded 
the  motion,'  which  was  supported  by  Mr.  Burdon, 
Mr.  Bankes,  and  Sir  Richard  Hill,  the  latter  of 
whom  observed,  that  the  object  of  the  continental 
war  had  been  stated  in  one  word — sepurity.    But 
if  we  were  asked  what  we  had  gained  by  the  war, 
short  as  had  been  the  period  of  its  duration^  we 
might  be  answered  in  another  word — nriu. 

Mr.  Pitt  rose  under  visible  emotion,  and 
expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  language  of 
those  members  who,  after  voting  for  the  war, 
had  now  become  the  advocates  otpeace.  "  Nei- 
ther the  speech  nor  the  address,"  he  affirmed, 
**  pledged  the  house  never  to  make  peace  with 
the  republican  government  of  France,  though  he 
bad  no  idea  of  a  secure  peace  till  the  return  of  the 
monarchy.  The  recent  change  which  had  taken 
place  in  France  was  a  change  merely  in  name 
and  not  in  substance,  ^and  the  present  govern- 
ment no  more  deserved  the  qame  of  moderate 
than  that  under  Brissot,"  which,  as  he  asserted, 
*^  had  provoked  this  country-  to  war.  Peace, 
could  it  be  obtained,  would  not  place  us  in  a 
situation  of  confidence ;  we  must,  on  the  contrary, 
increase  our  precautions.  Hostilities  would 
again  commence  on  the  part  of  the  French,  when 
our  military  power  was  diminished,  and  we  should 
again  be  opposed  to  an  enemy  who  might  have 
found  it  as  difficult  to  disband  his  armies  as  we 
should  to  obtain  fresh  forces.  Even  if  disposed 
to  peace,  the  French  rulers  would  be  compelled 
by  fear  to  give  their  troops  new  employment. 
If  we  dissolved  the  continental  confiederaey  we 
could  not  again  hope  to  see  it  r^tored,  and  -we 
should  then  be  exposed  alone  to  ih^  fury  of 
France."  In  conchision,  Mr.  Pitt  entered  into 
ja  variety  of  details  to  shew  that  the  French 
^nances  were  in  the  very  gulf  of  bankruptcy, 
and  that  the  expenditure  of  the  government,  since 
the  revolution,  had  amounted  to  three  hundred 
and  twenty  millions.  After  a  debate  protracted 
to  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  house  divided, 
when  there  appeared  for  the  amendment  75, 
against  it  246. 

This  subject  was  frequently  resumed  during 
the  same  session  of  parliament,  on  various  mo- 
tions by  Earl  Stanhope,  Mr.  Grey,  the  Duke  of 
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BOOK  I.  Bedford,  and  Mr.  Wilberforce,  all  deprecating 
■  the  idea  of  interfering  in  the  government  of  other 

fJHAP.XXI.  countries,  and  recommending  the  British  govern* 
■^^"^^  nient  not  to  object  to   proposals   for  a  general 
J  7k)5      pacification,  on  account  of  the  present  circum- 
stances of  Franice  ;    but  these  motions  were  in 
nuccession  strenuously  opposed  by  ministers,  and 
ultimately  lost  by  large  majorities. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1705,  the  discussion 
of  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act  was 
resumed.  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  that  the  preamble 
to  that  act  stated  that  a  dangerous  and  treason* 
able  conspiracy  existed  in  this  country;  but  three 
distinct  verdicts  of  our  courts  of  justice  had 
shewn  that  this  conspiracy  was  a  mere  fabrication 
of  ministers,  who  had  resorted  to. a  species  of 
management  in  forming  the  grand  jury,  wholly 
incompatible  with  the  laws  and  constitution  of 
this  realm.  The  accused,  as  Mr.  Sheridan 
asserted,  had  undergone  the  strictest  trial,  and 
%,  though  eight  thousand  pounds  had  been  paid  out 

of  the  public  purse  to  crown  lawyers,  and  no  less 
than  two  hundred  witnesses  had  been  procured 
et  a  vast  expense  against  one  culprit,  they  had 
all  been  acquitted  by  juries  of  their  countrymen. 
Mr.  Lambton,  the  member  for  Durham,  declared, 
that  though  a  confiding  pariiament  had,  during 
the  last  session,  yielded  credit  to  bare  assertions, 
and  suspended  the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  by  which 
we  held  our  personal  liberties,  upon  the  strength 
of  those  assertions ;  yet  the  persons  accused  of 
-high-treason  had  been  acquitted,  not  only  upon 
-principles  of  law,  but  of  common  sense.  The 
•evidence  had  totidly  failed  on  the  part  of  the 
crown  lawyers ;  and  their  own  witnesses  had 
disproved  their  case.  He  wished  to  know  on 
what  pretence  ministers  demanded  a  renewal  of 
tiie  bill,  and  demanded  some  information  res- 
ispectiug  these  hidden  conspiracies  : — 

«'  Qais  ?    auiH  ?    Ubi  ?    Quibos  uuxitiis  ?    Cur  ? 
Quomodo  ?    'Qnando  ?" 

Mr.  Hardinge,  on  the  other  side,  strongly 
contended,  that  a  conspiracy  did  really  exist, 
though  no  conspirators  had  yet  been  found  whom 
4he  law  had  been  able  to  reach.  The  late  verdict 
of  the  juries  would  of  itself  encourage  those  who 
iiad  Embarked  in  these  vricked  counsels.  He 
affirmed,  that  it  was  no  common  treason  that 
lay  before  them^ — it  was  not  English,  but  French 
treason,  and  proved  by  a  mass  of  evidence, 
which,  though  it  could  not  efl^  conviction  in  the 
courts  of  law,  well  warranted  the  passing  of  the 
suspension  bill.  Mr.  Adair,  in  supporting  the 
suspension  act,  maintained,  that  the  suspicions 
entertained  against  the  accused  had  not  been 
cleared  up  to  their  advantage,  and  that  the  tran- 
sactions of  the  societies  sufficiently  proved  their 
treasonable  intentions.  The  debate  closed  by  a 
division  of  the  house  against  the  reneal,  the 
«Hunbers  being  290  to  iS,  and  ibe  bill  for  the 


renewal  of  the  act  being  transmitted  to  the  bouse 
of  lords,  passed  that  assembly  also,  but  not  with- 
out a  vigorous  protest  against  it,  signed  by  the 
Dukes  of  Norfolk  and  Bedford,  and  the  Earls  of 
Lauderdale  and  Guildford. 

On  the  23d  of  February,  Mr.  Pitt  submitted 
bis  annual  statement  of  supplies  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  house.  The  number  of  men  voted 
for  the  service  of  the  year  was,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  landmen,  including  militia ;  and 
one  hundred  thousand  seamen ;  and  the  loan  pro- 
posed was  eighteen  millions,  being  the  largest 
sum  ever  voted  by  parliament  up  to  that  period. 

The  nation,  in  this  stage  of  the  contest, 
seemed  wearied  -and  dispirited  with  the  war,  and 
Mr.  Fox,  availing  himself  of  this  state  of  the 
public  mind,  and  of  the  recent  defection  of  Mr. 
Wilberforce,  and  a  number  of  his  friends,  from 
the  court  party,  moved,  on  the  24th  of  March, 
^'  that  the  house  of  commons  ishould  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee,  to  enquire  into  the  state 
of  the  nation.'*'  Mr.  Fox  said,  that  in  jnstifi* 
cation  of  his  motion,  nothing  more,  he  thought, 
was  necessary,  than  to  state  to  the  house  tibat, 
after  a  contest  continued  for  two  years,  wehad  been 
uniformly  unsuccessful,  and  had  relinquished 
every  object  for  which  the  war  was  said  to  be 
undertaken,  while  the  enemy  had  gained  more 
than  the  wildest  imaginations  ever  ascribed  either 
to  their  ambition  or  to  their  principles.  In  one 
view  indeed  an  inquiry  must  be  favourable  even 
to  ministers  themselves :  if,  as  they  asserted,  we 
had  entered  into  the  war  from  necessity,  and  had 
conducted  it,  as  they  also  asserted,  with  wisdom 
and  vigour,  the  inquiry  would  redound  to  their 
honour.  After  a  most  comprehensive  and  lumi- 
nous view  of  our  various  relations  both  foreign 
and  domestic,  Mr.  Fox  conduded  by  observing^ 
that  he  thought  highly  of  the  eloquence  and  even 
of .  the  talents  of  the  present  prime-minister, 
as  exerted  in  a  particular  line;  but  he  was  a 
minister  of  art  and  plausibility  merely,  not  of 
discernment,  nor  of  candour,  nor  of  generosity — 
'  in  rebus  politiois,  nihil  simplex,  -nihil  ap^^um^ 
nihil  honestum.^ 

Mr.  Pitt,  in  reply,  asked  whether^  at  a  period 
fio  arduous  and  important,  and  at  so  advanced  a 
state  of  the  session,  it  would  be  expedient  to 
commence  an  investigation  so  iextensive  as  that 
at  present  proposed  ?  Every  topic  in  the  speech 
just  delivered,  had,  he  said,  been  fully  diatmssed 
and  decided  upon :  such  a  committee  as  that 
required  was  therefore  as  unnecessary  as  it  was 
improper :  it  could  answer  no  good  purpose  at 
the  present  moment ;  but  whenever  a'  proper 
period  should  arrive  for  investigating  the  conduct 
of  the  executive  government,  ministers  would 
not  shrink  from  the  iuquiry,  and  it  would  then 
be  found  that  moderation  and  forbearance  had 
tmiformly  distinguished  his  majesty's  councils. 
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This  reasoning  of  the  premier  was  considered  so 
cpncluslve  by  the  house,  that  after  a  lonp  debate, 
be  was  supported  by  the  Totes  of  219  of  the 
members,  while  only  63  concurred  in  the  motion 
for  inquiry  made  by  his  political  rival. 

The  affairs  of  Ireland  formed  one  of  the 
most  important  subjects  that  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  present  parliament.  Distracted  as 
this  country  had  long  been  by  political  and  reli- 
gious feuds,  it  became  the  duty  of  ministers  to 
take  every  means  within  their  power  to  heal  these 
dissensions.  With  this  view  a  nill  was  introduced 
into  the  Irish  parliament,  during  the  last  session, 
under  the  auspices  of  his  majestv^s  government, 
for  removing  a  number  of  those  disabilities  under 
which  his  catholic  subjects  had  hitherto  laboured, 
and  ministers,  acting  upon  the  same  enlightened 
policy,  determined,  at  this  most  critical  junc- 
ture, to  appoint  to  the  bead  of  the  Irish  govern- 
ment Earl  Fitz William,  a  nobleman  distinguished 
for  his  mild  and  conciliatory  conduct,  and  of 
whom  it  has  been  justly  said,  that  his  only  wish 
is  to  act  righ^  and  hb  only  fear  lest  he  should  do 
wroinff.  This  appointment  was  peculiarly  ac- 
ceptable to  the  Irish  nation,  and  his  lordship  was 
received  vrith  universal  satisfaction.  The  parlia- 
ment of  the  sister  kingdom  assembled  on  the 
SSd  of  January,  1795,  and  after  voting  to  the 
new  vfcerby  an  address,  expressive  of  the  gene- 
ral satisfactiojiy  agreed,  without  hesitation,  to 
the  most  ample  supplies  ever  granted  in  that 
kingdom. 

The  lord-lieutenant,  finding  it  impracticable 
to  defer  deciding  on  the  demands  of  the  catholics^ 
for  the  renioval  of  the  remaining  disabilities  under 
vrtiich  they  still  continued  to  Is^our,  employed,  in 
his  transactions  with  the  leading  members  of  that 
body,  the  celebrated  Mr.  Grattan,  a  statesman  in 
whom  die  catholics  universally  confided.  At  the 
instance  of  this  gentleman,  and  with  the  acknow- 
ledged confidence  of  the  lord-lieutenant,  a  bill 
for  the  further  relief  of  the  catholics  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Irish  parliament,  with'  the  most 
flattering  prospects  of  success,  and  the  utmost 
joy  was  diffused  through  the  catholic  body  iii  Ire- 
land, in  the  expectation  of  this  enlarged  tolera 
tion ;  but  what  was  their  disappointment  and 
chagrin,  when,  two  days  after  the  favourable 
reception  of  Mr.  Grattan*s  motion,  intelligence 
arrived  in  Dublin  that  the  British  ministry  avow- 
ed themselves  adverse  to  the  measure  of  eman- 
cipation. The  lord-lieuteriantliimself,  foreseeing 
the  consequences  that  would  natiiraily  flow  frool 
Ubia  unex]^ected  proceeding,  did  not  attempt  to 
.  conceal  his  displeasure,  atid  he  is  said  to  have 
declared,  that  the  retraction  of  an  assent  so 


formally  given  would  raise  a  flame  of  rebellion,  BOOK   I. 
which  could  only  be  extinguished  by  torrents  of 


blood,  and  that  he  would  rather  retire  than  be  C?ap*^^'- 
answerable  for  the  consequences.  His  lordship's  ^"^yjqT^ 
recall  immediately  followed,  and  after  holding 
the  government  only  three  months,  he  was  dis- 
placed, and  Lord  Camden  appointed  in  his  stead. 
As  a  proof  of  the  estimation  in  which  Lord  Fitz- 
wi)liam*s  government  was  held  in  Ireland,  it  is 
proper  to  remark,  that  on  the  day  he  quitted  that 
country,  the  shops  in  Dublin  were  shut  up,  and  the 
whole  metropolis  was  put  in  mourning. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  Earl  Fitzwilliam 
appeared  in  the  E^nglish  ho^  of  peers,  aud 
challenged  ministers  to  a  fuU  intestigation  of 
the  nature  of  his  instructions,  and  the  cause  of 
his  removal.  He  said,  they  had  insinuated  blame 
to  him  in  bis  capacity  of  the  king's  representa- 
tive in  Ireland,  and  the  gauntlet  they  had  thus 
thrown  down  he  now  avowed  himself  willing  to 
take  up.  A  profound  silence  here  ensued  on  the 
other  side  of  the  house,  and  the  Duke  of  Norfolk 
gave  notice  of  a  motioh  to  address  the  king,  that 
those  parts  of  tlie  correspondence  between  Earl 
Fitzwilliam  and  the  ministi'y,  which  related  tO' 
his  lordsblp^s  recall  from  his  government  in  Ire- 
land, should  be  forthwith  laid  before  their  lord- 
ships. This  'moti9n  was  debated  in  a  full  house^ 
on  the  8th  of  May,  being  supfyorted  by  the  Duke 
of  Leeds,  Earl  Moira,  and  Earl  FttzwiHiaiti 
himself,  who  positively  avowed'that  he  went  out 
expressly  authorised  to  oomptete  the  measure  of 
catholic  en^ancipation,  and  that  no  objections 
had  been  made  to'  the  steps  he  had-  adopted  for 
that  purpose,  until  he  had  proceeded  to  the  dis- 
mission of  certain  persons  inoffice  inimical  to  that 
measure,  and  had  taken  other  gentleman  ihto  his 
favour  and  confidence.* 

Lord  Grenville  declined  entering  into  a  for- 
mal discussion  of  the  subject,  being  prevented 
by  reasons  of  state  which  he  could  not  with  pro- 
priety explain.  The  motion,  he  observed,  called 
upon  ministers  to  violate  the  secrets  of  the  cabi- 
net and  the  sanctity  of  their  oathtf ;  but  he  asked 
in  what  respect  the  situation  of  a  lord-lieutenant 
differed  from  that  of  any  other  niinister  of  the 
crown,  who  might  be  removed  at  pleasure  ?  and 
affirmed  that  the  noble  lord  complained  with  an  ill 
grace  of  being  himsdf  removed  from  office,  after 
he  had  exercised  his  authority  in  the  r^moiraf  of 
so  many  others.  His  lordship  in  conclusion 
observed,  that  he  had  witnessed  th»  removal  of 
many  lord-lieutenants,  without  a  single  tomplaint 
to  parliament  on  the  subject,  and  to  adopt  a  new 
course  would  be  to  change  the  constitution,  and 
to  convert  the  house  of  parliaident  into  a  com* 


*  By  these  changef ,  Mr.  Bei^iford,  who«  with  fait  poUticsl  friends,  was  left  in  ao  nnofficial  minority,  repaired  to  Lmi- 
doD,  andunmediately  after  bis  conferences  with  the  British  cabtaet,  a  new  system  was  adojited,  the  veto  was  put  upoa  tbr« 
iher  proceedingB  in  the  measore  cf  sath^  eoianoipatuni,  and  the  reign  of  proteSla&t  as^eaeaa^  was  rsstsred. 

(No.  11.)  Q  a 


154 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WARS 


SaS99B 


SECSSi 


1795 


BOOK   1.  mittee  of  public  safety.  After  a  lon^  and  vigorous 

debate,  the  house  divided — contents,  25;   nou- 

Chap.XXI.  contents,  100.  A  similar  motion  in  the  house  of 
commons,  moTed  by  Mr.  Jekyl,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Fox,  was  lost  by  a  majority  of  188  to  49. 

During  the  present  session  of  parliament,  an 
event  of  great  national  importance  took  place,  in . 
the  marriage  of  the  heir- apparent  to  the  throne 
of  this  kingdom.  His  royal  highness  espoused 
his  royal  father's  niece.  Princess  Caroline,  daugh- 
ter of  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  and  the  Duchess 
Augusta  of  England,  and  Lord  Malmsbury  was 
employed  to  conduct  the  royal  bride  from  her 
father's  court.  Oa  her  arrival  in  England  she 
was  received  with  every  mark  of  distinction  due 
to  her  royal  birth  and  illustrious  alliance.  Hav- 
ing arrived  at  <St.  James's,  the  people,  with  the 
ardent  eaeerness  of  spontaneous  loyalty,  received 
the  beauttful  stranger  with  long-continued  shouts 
of  congratulation.  To  these  unequivocal  expres-  * 
aions  of  the  public  regard  she  could  not  be  insen- 
sible, and  while  she  was  standing  at  the  window 
with  the  prince,  she  addressed  the  people  con- 
.dsely  but  impressively  in  the  following  terms,  . 
expressed  in  good  English  : — ^'  Believe  me,  I  feel 
**  very  happy  and  delighted  to  see  the  good  and 
^*  brave  English  people — the  best  nation  upon 
^  earth."  On  the  8th  of  April,  thcmarriage  of 
their  royal  highnesses  took  place  in  the  chapel 
royal,  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  the 
nuptials  were  celebrated  with  a  magnificence 
suitable  to  the  rank  of  the  illustrious  parties. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  a  message  from  his  ma- 
jesty to  the  commons,  announcing  the  marriage 
of  the  prince,  expressed  the  king's  conviction 
that  a  suitable  provision  would  be  made  for  the 
establishment  of  the  prince  and  princess.  The 
message  proceeded  to  state  that  bis  royal  high- 
ness was  under  pecuniary  incumbrances,  and 
recommended  t\3  parliament  the  gradual  extinc' 
tion  of  his  debts,  by  applying  to  that  purpose 
part  of  the  inoome  wbich  should  have  been  settled 
on  the  prince,  and  appropriating  to  that  object 
the  revenues  of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  ^ter 
some  discussion,  the  house,  on  the  suggestion  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  determined^ 
that  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand 
pounds,  together  with  thirteen  thousand  pounds 
arising  from  the  duchy  of  Cornwall^  should 
be  settled  upon  the  prince,  of  which  seventy- 
eight  thousand  pounds  should  be  applied 
annually  to  the  liquidation  of  his  debts,  which 
amounted  at  this  period  to  upwards  of  six  hun* 
dred  thousand  pounds,  and  that  a  law  should  be 
passed  to  prevent  the  heir-apparent  in  future 
from  being  involved  in  similar  difficulties.  These 
propositions  met  the  concurrence  of  the  house, 
and  a  jointure  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  per  an- 
num was  settled  upon  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
in  the  event  of  her  burtiving  his  royal  highness* 


Mr.  Wilberforce,  persevering  in  his  efforts 
to  rescue  Uie  much  injured  inhabitants  of  Africa 
from  the  merciless  gripe  of  commercial  avarice, 
this  year  renewed  his  motion  for  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade  ;  but  after  a  very  animated  debate 
the  motion  was  negatived,  though  the  eloquence 
of  both  Fox  and  Pitt  were  displayed  in  its . 
support. 

The  long  depending  trial  by  impeachment 
of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  which  had  commenced 
on  the  12th  of  February,  1788,  terminated  in  his 
acquittal  on  the  23d  of  April,  in  the  present  year« 
Out  of  twenty-nine  peers  who  pronounced  judg- 
ment on  the  occasion,  twenty-three  declared  the 
accused  innocent  of  the  whole  of  the  twenty-four 
charges  preferred  against  him;  and  which  re- 
solved themselves  into  four  heads :  by  the  first  and 
second  of  which  the  governor  was  accused  of 
cruelty  and  extortion  towards  Chevt  Sing,  and 
towards  the  Begums  of  Oude  ;  by  the  third, 
with  receiving  presents  to  the  amount  of  two 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand  pounds,  as 
bribes  for  obtaining  particular  services  ;  and  by 
the  last,  with  granting  contracts  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  East  India  Company. 

The  session  of  parliament  was  terminated 
on  the  27th  of  June,  by  a  speech  from  the 
throne,  which  breathed  the  air  of  pacification,  and 
his  majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  declare 
it  to  be  impossible  to  contemplate  the  internal 
situation  of  the  enemy  with  whom  we  were  con- 
tending, without  indulging  a  hope  that  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  France  might,  in  their 
effects,  hasten  the  return  of  such  a  state  of  order 
and  regular  government  as  might  be  capable  of 
maintaining  the  accustomed  relations  of  amity, 
and  peace. 

The  situation  of  public  affairs  in  Ireland 
assumed  a  most  portentous  aspect  at  the  present 

Seriod ;  the  recall  of  Earl  Pitzwilliam  hiad  cast  » 
eep  gloom  over  the  country,  and  the  arrival  of 
his  successor  in  the  capital,  on  the  31st  of  March, 
was  accompanied  by  so  marked  an  ebullition  of^ 
popular  discontent^  that  the  intervention  of  the 
military  was  found  necessary  to  maintain  pubKc 
tranquillity.  On  the  I3th  of  April  the  Irish  par* 
liament  assembled,  and  on  the  d  1st  of  thatmoniii 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Grattan  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  state  of  the  natron,  including  the  reasons 
for  the  recall  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  ;  hut,  strange 
as  it  may  appear,  this  motion  was  negatived  by 
a  large  majority  of  that  parliament  who  had 
almost  unanimously,  and  apparently  with  enthu- 
siasm, supported  all  the  measures  of  the  pre- 
ceding adminbtration.  On  the  24th,  Mr.  Grattan 
presented  his  memorable  bill  for  catholic  email -^ 
cipation,  but  the  time  for  extending  the  privileges- 
of  that  numerous  body  had  gone  past,  and  on  the- 
second  reading,  which  took  place  on  the  4th  of 
May»  the  bill  wasr^ected  by  seventy-one  voices* 
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From  this  period  the  poh'tieal  associatioa 
styled  the  society  of  United  Irishmen^  rapidly 
extended  itself  over  the  Tvhole  country.  All 
the  catholics,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the 
protestaots  of  the  kingdom,  joined  this  eommu- 
nity,  and  the  leaders   began,  as   was  too  truly 

}>redicted,  to  entertain  dangerous  designs,  and  to 
brm  illegal  and  treasonable  connections  with  the 
goTernment  of  France.  Secret  oaths  of  adhe- 
rence to  the  association  were  administered  ;  and 
agents  were  sent  to  negociate  with  the  national 
convention.  Acts  o^  sedition,  rapine,  and  mur- 
der were  perpetrated  by  the  most  desperate  of 
the  lawless  and  licentious  populace ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  sanguine  and  violent  supporters 
of  the  system  of  exclusion  confederated  together 
for  the  purposes  of  security  and  revenge,  under 
the  name  of  Oransemert^  in  societies  styled  Orange 
Lodges.  Mutual  injuries  soon  engendered  a 
most  inveterate  hatred  between  these  two  descrip- 
tions of  men,  one  of  which  was  beyond  comparison 
superior  in  number,  and  the  otlier  in  property, 
in  legal  authority,  and  military  force  ;  and  these 
dissensions  rapidly  increased,  till  the  whole  land 
exhibited  a  scene  of  consternation,  blood,  and 
liorror. 

But  it  is  time  to  turn  from  these  deplorable 
scenes,  which  will,  however,  again  force  them- 
selves, upon  our  notice,  to  take  a  view  of  our 
foreign  relations  : — In  the  month  of  November, 
1704,  a  treaty  of  amity  ai^  commerce  was  signed 
in  London,  by  Lord  Grenville  and  Mr.  Jay, 
between  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  of  America :  and  in  the  February 
following  a  treaty  of  defensive  alliance  was  con- 
cluded with  the  imperial  court  of  Russia. 

The  office  of  commander-in-chief,  and  field- 
marshal- general  of  the  forces  of  Great  Britain, 
was  this  year  conferred  upon  his  majesty's  second 
son,  Frederick,  Duke  of  York,  on  the  resignation 
of  the  venerable  Lsrd  Amherst,  who  retired  from 
public  life  with  the  well  merited  thanks  of  his 
country. 

Early  in  the  present  year,  a  spirit  of  discon- 
tent, arising  out  of  the  dubious  origin  and  dis- 
astrous prosecution  of  the  war,  pervaded  the 
cooDtry,  and  the  necessity  of  peace  for  the  reno- 
▼ation  of  our  manufiicturies,  tlie  revival  of  com- 
merce, and  the  recruit  of  our  finances,  produced 
Ctitions  for  that  purpose,  from  the  cities  of 
>Ddon,  York,  and  Norwich,  and  from  the  towns 
of  Hull  and  Manchester^  as  well  as  from  several 
other  places  of  inferior  aote :  but  these  petitions. 
•were  not  sufficiently  general  to  produce  any; 
material  impression,  and  their  influence  was« 
counteracted  by  counter-petitions,  expressive  of 
a  eosfidtti reliance  in  the  wisdom  of  government, . 
tnd  in  theur  readiness  to  enter  upon  negocia- 
.  lions  for  peace  whenever  the  j^rop^  period  should 
.airive. 
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In  the  month  of  July,  some  serious  riots,  which  BOOK  t. 
continued  for  several  days,  took  place  in  West-  , 

minster,  arising  out  of  the  excesses  committed  ia  CnAP.XXl. 
several  crimping  hou9es in  ttiat city, andthe mob, 
who  had  long  shewn  ft  marked  aversion  to  the* 
prime  minister,  repaired  to  his  bouse,  in  Downing-^ 
street,  where  they  broke  the  windows,  and  were: 

Eroceeding  to  further  excesses,  but  the  minister 
ad  sufficient  address  to  escape  by  the  park  gate, 
into  the  horse  guards,  and  the  presence  of  a  body* 
of  military  soon  restored  the  public  tranquillity. 
During  this  period  of  alarm  and  agitation,  Hig- 
gins,  Smith,  and  Le  Maitre,  the  persons  accused* 
of  a  conspiracy  to  take  away  the  life  of  the  king, 
by  shooting  at  him  a  poisoned  dart  through  a 
tube,  were  again  apprehended  by  a  vrarrant  mm 
the  privy  council,  and  along  with  one  Crossfield^ 
a  surgeon,  who  had  been  for  some  time  a  prisoner 
in  the  town  of  Brest,  were  put  upon  their  trial  for 
imagining  the  death  of  the  sovereien ;  but  the 
evidence  adduced  against  them  chiefly  rested  on 
the  authority  of  one  Upton,  an  informer,  and  after 
a  full  investigation  of  the  case,  they  were  all  pro- 
nounced not  guilty,  by  a  jury  of  their  country* 
men.    In  the  autumn  of  this  year,  great  appre- 
hensions were  excited,  by  large  assemblages  of 
the  populace,    convened   by  the  correspondluff 
society,  vrhich  still  continued  its  meetings ;  and 
on  the  20th  of  October,  not  less  than  40,000  per- 
sons assembled  in  a  field  at  Chalk  Farm,  near 
Copenhagen  House,  for  the  purpose  of  voting  a 
number  of  resolutions,  expressive  of  their  views 
of  the  measures  of  government,  and  a  petition, 
praying  that  the  '^  bill  recently  introduced  into 
the  house,  for  the  restriction,  or  rather  the  utter 
prevention  of  popular  assemblies,  for  the  purpose 
of  political  investigation,'  might  be  dismissed  with 
that  marked  disapprobation  it  so  justly  deserved/' 
They  further  intreated  the  honourable  house  to- 
believe,  that  they  felt  a  ''  sincere  abhorrence  of 
all  tumult  and  violence,^*  and  their  behaviour  on  i 
this   occasion,    which  was  decent,  orderly,  and> 
becoming,  supported  the  truth  of  their  assertion. 
To  the  agitations  produced  by  the  conflicts 
of  parties,  was  now  to  be  added  another  evil  still* 
more  alarming.      A  scarcity  arising  almost  to> 
famine  prevailed  throughout  the  kingdom,  afld 
such  was  the  deplorable  situation  of  the  labourine 
classes,  that  numbers  of  them  actually  perished 
from  want.  This  scarcity  waa  oocasioned,  in  part 
at  least,  by  an  alarming  deficiency  in  the  year^a 
crop,  which  had  suflfered  extremely  by  incessant 
rains,  and  partly  by  the  waste  and  increased  con- 
sumption of  a  long  protracted  and  lytfacc^sftil 
war.   The  state  of  the  nation,  from 
stances,  appeared  so  critical,  that  il 
expedient  to  assemble  parliament  H 
period  than  usual. 

On  the  Mth  of  October^  the  day  fixed  for  the 
meethig  of  parliament^  an  unusual  concourse  of 


circum- 

judged 
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BOOK  I.  peepie  assembled  in  the  park,  and  as  bis  majesty, 

— -i passed  to  the  house,  violent  exclamations  were 

Ch*p.XXI.  beard <>f^P«ace /  Peace!  Bread!  No  Pitt!  No 
War!  and  the  clamour  gradually  increasing^ 
stones  began  to  be  thrown  at  the  royal  carriage, 
as  it  proeeeded  through  the  streets  of '  Westmin^ 
ster ;  and  from  a  hcmse  in  Margarret-street,  near 
the  Abbey,  a  bullet  was  supposed  to  be  dis- 
charged from  an  air  gun,  as  no  noise  was  heard, 
though  something  passed  through  the  glass  or 
the  coach  with  great  force  and  velocity.  On 
6nterhig  the  house  of  peers,  his  majesty,  in  some 
perturbation,  addressing  tlie  lord-chancellor, 
said,  *^  My  lord,  I  have  been  shot  at'*  But  the 
rage  of  the  misguided  popltlace  was  not  yet  ex- 
hausted, for  on  his  return  from  the  house,  the 
king  was  again  assailed  in  the  park,  and  to  such  a 
pitch  of  audacity  did  the  mob  carry  their  resent- 
ment, that  one  party  of  them  attacked  and  nearly 
demolished  the  state  carriage  as  it  returned 
empty  from  St.  James's,  while  another  party 
attempted  to  stop  the  priyate  carriage  of  the 
king,  in  which  he  had  seated  himself  for  the  pur- 
pose of  joining  his  family  at  the  queen's  house, 
and  eten  to  force  open  the  carriage  doors.  In 
this  last  attack,  the  king,  for  the  moment,  seemed 
to  lose  his  characCeristic  firmness,  and  was  evi- 
dently struck  with  amazement  and  consternation ; 
but  upon  the  arrival  at  so  critical  a  moment  of  a 
party  of  the  life»guards,  the  populace  were  dis- 
persed, and  the  Ung,  with  great  diiBculty,  and 
even  danger,  reachra  the  queen's  house.  So 
gross  an  outrage  as  this  had  never  been  offered 
to  any  monarch  of  Great  Britain  since  the  days 
of  CliArles.  I.  and  the  conduct  of  the  mob  excited 
the  deep  and  universal  execration  of  all  orders  of 
persons  throughout  the  nation. 

A  proclamation  was  immediately  issued, 


offering  a  reward  of  one  thousand  pounds,  to  bo 
paid  on  conviction  of  any  person  concerDed  in 
this  daring  and  criminal  assault;  but  it  is  re- 
markable that  no  one  had  been  guilty  of  any 
actual  violence  was  ever  discovered.  A  man  of 
the  name  of  Kidd  Wake,  by  trade  a  joamejrman 
printer,  was  indeed  found  to  have  be^n  among 
the  hissers  and  disturbers  of  the  king^s  peace,  of 
which  crime  he  was  convicted,  And  sentenced  to 
five  years  solitary  con6hement  in  the  penitentiary- 
house  at  Gloucester,  and  to  stand  in  the  pillory ; 
but  no  other  person  was  brought  to  punishment, 
though  three  others,  all  in  obscure  situations  in 
life,  were  apprehended,  and  underwent  repeated 
examinations. 

The  spirit  which  had  dictated  these  excesses 
uppeared  to  his  majesty's  government  to  call  for 
an  extension  of  the  treason  and  sedition  lavFS, 
and  two  bills  were  in  consequence  brought  into 
parliament,  the  former  ^  for  the  safety  and  pre- 
servation of  his  majesi;y's  government  against 
treasonable  and  seditious  practiced  and  at- 
tempts ;"*  and  the  latter  *^  for  the  moreeflbctually 
preventing  seditious  meetings  and  asseiiibfies."f 
The  restrictions  imposed  by  these  bills  upon  the 
free  constitution  of  the  country,  subjected  them 
to  the  most  vigorous  opposition  both  in  and  oat 
parliament,  hut  neither  the  eloquence  of  the 
advocates  of  public  liberty  in  the  senate,  or  the 
voice  of  400,000  petitioners  in  various  parts  of 
the  country,  could  prevail,  for  in  the  month  of 
December,  both  these  bills  pastied  into  laws. 

Amidst  these  stormy  discussions,  this  senate 
was  not  unmindful  of  the  critical  state  of  the 
country,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  corn.  It  ap^ 
peared,  from  the  information  laid  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  house  appointed  to  inquire  into  this 
subject,  that  the  principal  failure  in  the  late  har- 


*  This- bill,  which  was  introduced  into  the  apper  house  by  Lord  Grenville,  and  which  in  consequence  obtained  tbe  name 
_  »*  ^        •••_  *_.....  ^.  ...     «    .        .  momentous  changre  in  the  law,  and  an  extension  in 

offeuce,  by  deed  or  by  words,  spoken,  written,  or 
s  imprisonment,  deposition,  or  death  of  the  king;^ 
or  his  heirs  and  successors,  a  conspiracy  to  lery  war,  lu  orjer  to  overawe  the  parliament,  and  to  effect  a  change  of  counsels ; 
or  to  instigate  any  foreigner  or  stranffer,  by  ibrce  to  invade  any  of  the  king* s  dominions ;  to  be  high  treason,  daring  the 
hing^tf  natural  life,  and  till  the  end  ofthe  next  session  of  parliament  after  the  demise  of  the  crown.  The  second  part  extendeil 
tUi  crime,  and  a^fgrarated  the  punishmant  of  sedition  :  to  excite  dislike  and  hatred  to  the  person  of  of  the  king,  or  to  the 
persons  of  his  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  the  government  and  constitotion  of  this  realm,  as  by  law  established,  by  deed^  by 
advised  speech,  or  by  words  written  or  printed,  subjected  the  oitoder  for  the  first  offence  to  the  pains  and  penalties  incurred 
by'  the  commission  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  for  the  second,  to  tbe  usual  punishments  prescribed  by  law,  or  to  transporta« 
Hon  for  seven  yearsyat  the  discretion  of  the  court      % 

t  The  law  iatrodooed  into  the  house  of  commons  by  Mr.  Pitt,  on  tha  10th  of  Ncrember,  and  called  the  <<-Pitt  Act,^' 
enacted  that  all  flksemblies  exceeding  fifty  in'ttUmber,  and  not  ah^eady  recognheed  by  la#,  if  convened  for  addiesaing  tibe 
king  or  parliament,  with  the  view,  or  oil  theprateaet  of  considering  grievances,  or  procuring  an  alteration  in  the  church  or 
state,  shouUbe  declared  unlawful,  and  liable  to  dispersion  by  a  magistrate,  wer  reading  a  proclamation  for  that  purpose, 
unless  the  aaiembly  were  collected  by  apiAUc  adtertisemeat,  signed  by  seven  resident  householders,  and  a  true  copy  of  it, 
•nbscribed  by  tfiem*  were  left  with  the  publi'her«  who,  under  a  penalty  of  fifty  pounds,  mdst  deliver  it  to  any  justice  of  this 
peace  by  whom  it  sbonU  be  demanded.  It  further  provided,  thkt  disobedience  fonnore  than  one  hour  tb  the  magistrates' 
order  to  disperse  should  subject  any  individual  of  a  number  abo?v  twelve,  to  the  punishment  of  death ;  and  even  an  asseoibly 
held  by,  regular  advertisement,  in  tne  same  manner,  and  with  tbe  same  risk  to  tne  disobedient,  mig^t  be  dispersed,  if  any 
measnres,  which,  in  the  judgpnent  of  a  magistrate,  should  be  tfaougbt  subversive  ofthe  constitution,  or  tending  to  excite  the 
people  to  hatred,  or  dislike,  or  oontempt  ofthe  royal  family,  or  of  the  parliament,  wtere  proposed.  And  for  the  purpose  6i 
suppressing  cotatn  political  lecturesi  any  person  opening  a  house  for  political  discussioiiSi  without  a  licence,  uicatredHi 
poialty  of  QoehuMved  poondi* 
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Test  had  been  ia  the  crop  of  wheat,  and  a  bouiUy  of 
twenty  shillings  per  quarter  was  in  oonsequence 
ordered  to  be  paid  on  the  importation  of  wh6a,t 
from  the  Mediterranean;  fifteen  shilUiigsper  quar- 
ter ou  that  from  America  ;  and  five  shillings  per 
quarter  on  Indian  corn.  Bills  were  also  intr(M[tuced 
and  passed  the  two  houses  of  parliament  for  pror 
hibiting  the  manufacture  of  starch  from  wheat;  for 
prohibiting  the  distillation  of  .spirits  from, grain  ; 
and  for  facilitating  the  cultivation  of  waste  lands  ; 
and  a  considerable  number  of  inclosure  bills  passed 
the  house  in  the  course  of  this  session  of  parliament 
To  these  consultations  succeeded  others  res- 
pecting the  military  and  naval  force  of  the  kingr 
dom  :  and  on  the  4th  of  November,  Lord  Ardea 
moyed  that  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  seat- 
men,  including  eighteen  thousand  marines,  should 
he  voted  for  the  service  of  the  year  1706  ;  and 
Mr.    Windham,    on    the    same    occasion,    pro*- 
posed   tiiat    two  Jiundred  and  seven   thousand 
men    should   be   employed  in  the  land  service. 
These  motions  being  carried,  Mr.  Pitt  brought 
forward,  on  the  7th  of  December,  a  proposal  to 
negociate  a  loan  of  eighteen  millions,  and  stated 
the  sum  of  twenty-seven  millions  five  hundx'ed 
thousand  pounds  to  be  the  estimated  expenses  q£ 
the  approaching  year. 

His  majesty,  in  his  speech  from  the  throne  at 
the  opening  of  the  present  session  of  parlis^ment, 
bad  observed,  ^^  That  the  distraction  and 
anarchy  which  had  so  long  prevailed .  in  France 
had  now  led  to  a  crisis,  of  which  it  was  impo8>- 
aible  to  see  the  issue ;  but  that  should  this  crisis 
terminate  in  any  order  of  things  compatible  with 
the  tranquillity  of  other  countries,  and.  afford  a 
reasonable  expectation  of  security  and  perma- 
nence in  any  treaty  which  might  be  concluded, 
the  appearance  of  a  disposition  to  negociate  for 
a  general  peace  on  just  and  suitable  terms  should 
not  fail  to  be  met,  on  his  part,  with  an  earnest 
desire  to  give  it  the  fullest  and  speediest  ^ect.'* 
This  declaration  on  the  part  of  his  majesty  was 
followed  by  a  message  delivered  to  the  bouse  of 
commons  by  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  8th  of  December, 
anaouncing  ^^  the  establishment  of  such  a  form 
of  government  in  France  as  appeared  capable  of 
maintaining  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity, 
and  expressive  of  a  readiness  on  the  part  of  the 
British  government  to  meet  any  proposal  for 
nej^eciation  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  with  a 
desire  to  give  it  the.  speediest  effect  in  producing 
^  peace.''  And  oa  the  following  day  Mr.  Pitt 
moved  an  adress  in  reply,  thanking  hi^  majesty 
for  his  most  gracious  comoMbicatioa.  This 
address  gave  rise  to  a  debate,  ia  which  Mr«  She- 
ridan proposed  an  amendment,  altogether  disr 
claiming  the  idea  of  eonsideriiig  any  ehaage  of 
government  in  France  as  affecting  the  principle 
of  negociation,  and  praying  that  a  treaty  might 
immediately  be  entensd  upon.  Tfaia  .amandaient 
(No.  11.) 
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was  ssud  to  be  perfectly  eonaiatent  wilk  the  spirit  iBOOK  I. 

tof  the  laesaaga,  iwbieh  admitted  *that<jhraat  ori . 

.tain  might  noW:<safely  treat:  wheve  tiien  •eonld  Chap.XXI. 
•be  tiie  oloection  of  declaring,  tbat  she  would  treat 
<witb  France  ?  ^^  It  is,"  said  Mr.  Sheridan,  '^  a 
.vulgar,  and  indeed,  the  moat  vulgar  of  opinions, 
to  suppo^  that  it  iSi  disadvantageous  to  a  power 
at  war  to  be  the  first  to  offer  terma  of  peace.  The 
^experienoe  of  history  proves  the 'reverse;  and 
were  peace  now  proposed^on  reaaonaUe  terms  by 
<hi8  megesty's  ministers,  it  would  not  be  possible 
for  the  French  government  to  j^efuse  their  assant.'^ 
To  thus  reasoning,  iinaisters  observed,  that  it  wflis 
bighly  proper  and  expedient^  Aat  the  executive 
government  should  he  left  unfettered,  and  the 
amendment  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

The  •year  1796  was  ushered  in  thy  the  birth 
of  a  princess,  at  present  heiress  to  the  Prince  of 
rWales,  and  who  .appears  likely  to  give  'to  Eng- 
Jtand  a  female  reign.  This  princess  was  born  on 
the  7th  of  January,  and  baptized  Chai»lotle,  in 
eompUment  taher  august /grandmother,  the  queen 
of  these  realms. 

After  the  recess  of  f  arliament,  Mr.  Orey 
imoved,  on  the  '15th  of:  February,  an  address  to 
the  king,  praying  him  to  .eonunuaicate  to  the 
executive  government  of  Fnancej  bis  readiness 
to  meet  any  disposition  to  negociate  a  general 
peace.  This  motion  was  resisted  by  the  nainistry 
4M1  the  same  > gonads  as  the  amendment  to  Mr. 
Pitt's  motion,  previously  moved- by  Mr.  Sheridan, 
and  negatived'by.  a  great  majority. 

On  the  184h  of  February,  Mr.  Wilberfbree 
renewed  his  annual  attempt  to  effeot'tb&  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade.  .  Thia  motion  was  supported 
by -the  eloquence  nf  Mr.  Fox^  Mr. 'Pitt,  and 
a  number  of  other  members  on  bolfc  sides  of  th^ 
bouse ;  but  it  was  opposed 'With*  equal  v^iemenoe 
by  Sir  William  Youage,  Mr.  Thmdas,  and -Gene- 
ral Tarletan,  and  uicimately  lost,  to  the  great 
chagrin  and  disappointment  of  every  friend  to 
hamaaity  and  juhtiee. 

During  this  session  of-parliament^a  eircum- 
stance  of  a  very  unusual  nature  occurred  t  on> 
the  18th  of  April,  the  cbaneelloriof 'theexcAre^ 
quer  brought  forward  a  proposition  'for  a  second 
loan  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions  and*  a  half, 
in  order  to  take  oat  of  the  market  a*  great  pro- 

Sortion  of  the  .paper,  <'oon«tfttttiag  the  ^nnftmded 
ebt.  This  measure,  whieb  was-  oonsMtered  as 
reciting  from  a  profuse  and  onealM  for  expen* 
diture  of  the.poUiO'  money,  by  which -a  sum 
amounting  to  forty-AthroO'  miUione'^sterKng'had 
been  reqnired  by  ministers,^  in  the- short  period  of 
fourteen  months,  had  to  ^leoonter  ^a  very  ani- 
mated opposition,  bat  tbe^motion  of  the  ptemier 
ultimately  prevailed,  «iul  the  resolntiotta  ^ere 
carried  by  a:  large  ^ni^ity. 

Early  in  the  mottth  of  May^  motions  were 
.^  naadeiiin  the  twv  houses  *9f  parfinment,  for  tli# 
Bx 


158 


HIlNl'OBT  OF  THE  WARS;  &e. 


9B& 


ment  of  France,  as  the  first  and  most  essentid 

-step  to  be  taken  in  order  to  effect  the  restoration 

W  peace :   and  of  the  necessity  of  this  measure 

it  now  appeared  that  his  majesty's  ministers  were 

-at  length  convinced,  though  he  feared  that  the 

men  who  had  shewn  themselves  so  incompetent 

to  conduct  with  success  the  war  in  which  they 

had  plunged  the  nation,    would    be   found  no 

less  madequisite  to  the  cdnclusion  of  a  safe  and 

honourable  peace. 

Mr.  Pitt,  in  reply,  insisted  that  his  majesty 
^ould  not  have  interposed  his  mediation  without 
incurring  the  hazard  of  involving  himself  in  a 
vrar  with  tliat  power  which  should  have  refused 
his  terms.  He  again  expatiated  on  the  danger 
arising  to  all  Europe,  from  the  revolutionary  decree 
of  the  19th  of  November,t  and  the  insult  offered 
to  tlus  country  in  particular,  in  the  encourae e« 
ment  given  to  the  seditious  and  treasonaole 
addresses  presented  to  the  convention,  by 
whom  the  bearers  of  them  were  cherished, 
applauded,  and  caressed ;  and  while  the  negocia- 
tiotts  were  yet  pending,  war  was  actually  declared 
by  France:  that  country,  therefore,  and  not 
England,  was  the  aggressor.  This  nation  had 
no  alternative ;  and  after  a  war  of  more  than 
three  years — a  war  approved  and  sanctioned  by 
that  house,  by  repeated  votes  and  declarations — 
a  war  justifiable  on  every  principle  of  moral! tVy 
and  essential  to  the  very  existence  of  our  consti- 
tution, would  the  house  now  acknowledge  them- 
selves in  a  delusion  ?  Would  they  submit  to  the 
humiliating  degradation  of  falsely  arraigning 
themselves,  and  of  passing  on  their  own  acts  a 
sentence  of  condemnation  ?  It  was  a  war  of 
which  the  necessity  and  policy  were  manifest ; 
and  if  the  country  should  at  any  time  suffer  a 
disastrous  reverse  of  fortune,  he  would  exhort 
them  not  to  yield  to  a  temporary  pressure  ;  but 
on  the  contrary,  to  redouble  their  efforts,  in  order 
to  surmount  their  difficulties,  and  finally  to  obtain 
safe  and  honourable  conditions  of  peace.  Nor, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  success  were  gained,  should 
the  prospect  of  obtaining  more  and  further  advan- 
tages be  relinquished,  by  a  premature  readiness 
to  make  peace.  These  arguments  were  deemed 
conclusive,  and  the  motions  of  both  Mr.  Fox 
and  Lord  Guildford  were  lost  by  prodigious 
majorities. 

The  public  business  being  now  concluded,  his 
majesty  terminate  the  session  of  parliament  on 
the  19th  of  May  yriih  a  speech  from  the  throne, 
expressive  of  the  highest  approbation  of  *^  the 
uniform  wisdoroTi^roper,  and  firmness,  which  had 
appeared  in  all  the  proceedings,  since  their  first 
itieeti&g  in  t^at  place;*'  and  on  the  following  day 
a  proclamattOD  was  issued  for  the  dissolution  of 
parliament. 

*  By  &9  tresty  ef  connuatt0aad'jiatigatiMi  entered  into  between'Great  Bt-itain  and  France,  and  eigntd  atTf  rsaifles,  ou 

fi|c^|l;^  s^iiding  bolae^vf  theres{iectiTe4tttib^^ 


BOOK   I.  appointment  of  committees  of-  finance,  to  ascer- 

tain  how  far  the  public  expense  had  •  increased 

CHAP.XXI.  .beyond  the  supplies  annually  granted  by  parlia- 
irifl^^  ment,  but  these  motions  were  negatived,^  in  both 
^'^    -houses,    by   majorities   that    might   have   been 

'  thought  sufficient  to  repress  any  further  parlia- 

•  mentary  attempt   to   interfere  with   the  appro- 

'  priation  of  the  public  revenue. 

On  the  tettth  of  the  same  month' an  address 
to  the  king  was  moved  in  both  bouses^n  the 
upper  house^by  the  Earl  of  Guildford,  and  in  the 

'  lower  house  bj  Mr.  Fox.  This  address  declared, 
^'  that  the    dutv  incumbent   ou    parliament  no 

•longer  permittea  them  to  dissemble  theur  delibe- 
rate opinion,  that  the  distress, difficulty,  and  peril, 
to  which  this  country  was  then  subjected,  had 
arisen  from  the  misconduct  of  the  king's  minis- 
ters, and  was  likely  to  exist  and  increase  as 
long  as  the  same  principles,  which  had  hitherto 

,  guided  these  ministers,  riiould  continue  to  jH^evail 
in  the  councils  of  Great  Britain."  In  intro- 
ducing this  address,,  which  was  of  great  length, 
and  cogency,  Mr.  Fox  enlarged  much  on  that 

•most  fatal,  as  he  called  it,  of  all  the  innumerable 
errors  of  ministers,  their  rushing  into  a  ruinouft 
and  unnecessary  war,  instead  of  mediating  be- 
tween France  aad  the  allied  powers.  **  Had 
they,"  said  he,  ^^  counselled  bis  majesty  to  accept 
the  fcratefttl  office  of  madiatoc,  'it  would  have 
added'  lustre  to  the  natioaal  character,  and  placed 
Britain  in  the  exalted  sitnadea  of  arbitress  of  the 
world.   That  was  the  period  when  Great  Britain 

.might  have  interfered  with  advantage,  with  deci- 
sion, and  with  ^ect.  Her  seasonable  interposition 
would  have  produced  the  peace  iof  Europe.  But 
from  the  refusal  of  our  good  offices,  the  natural 
conclusion  was,  jthat,  although  England  saw  the 
growing  discord,  and  had  the  means  of  prevent- 
ing it,  she  thought  proper  to  become  an  accessary 
in  the  designs  formed  against  France."  Mr.  Fox 
then,  adverting  to  the  immediate  and  specific 
causes  of  the  war,  remarked^  that  from  the 
moment  Lord  Gower  was  recalled,*  there  was 
no  way  left  to  make  any  regular  application  to 
the  French  government,  and  how  could  we  expect 
4be. redress  of  any  grievances  from  a  government 
of  .which  we  did  not  acknowledge  the~ existence  ? 
In  aUusien  to  the  celebrated  publication  of  Mr. 
»Burke,.  on  the  French  revolution — that  splendid 
^usio&of  genius,  and  of  imagination,  Mr.  Fox 
Mud,  that  the  0Hnistry-abd  the  nation  had  been 
dazzled  with  the.briltiancy  of  &  fatal  constellation, 
from  which  death  and  distraction  had  bsued,  and 
the  world  had  been  desolated.  Thin  it  was  which 
had  induced  ministers  to  tun  iMadlong  into  the 
ruinous  abyss  of  war  and  oar nage.  For  his  own 
^  jMur^  be  haa,  from-tbe  comooencement  o£the  con^ 

test,  advised  the  recognition  of  the  new  govern^ 


ihe2Gthof8eptcoibar,  l7y0,<*Ui6    .   , -     „ 

'to  a  declaration  of  war.**    Bee  second  article  in  thaf  teaty,  pa^e  65  of  this  work. 

t  See  a  copy  of  the  Decree  of  Fraternity,  in  the  02d  page  of  this  work. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

Italian  Campaign  of  1796 :  General  Bonaparte  appointed  Commander-in-chief-^Opemng  of  the 
Campaign — Success  of  (he  French  Army — Sardinia  detached  from  the  Coalition — Italy  over' 
run  by  the  Conqueror — TAe  Pope  and  the  King  of  Naples  sue  for  an  Armistice — Its  Condi- 
tiom — Tlie  Command  of  the  Austrian  Army  corf  erred  on  Marshal  Wurmser.  on  the  Resignation 
of  General  Beaulieu — The  Marshal  after  successive  Defeats  shut  up  in  Mantua — Close  of  the 
Campaign.  Campaign  in  Gcrmany  :  The  French  Armies  under  the  Command  of  Generals 
Moreau  and  Jourdan  penetrate  into  Germany — Arrested  in  their  victorious  Career  by  the  Arch- 
duke  Charles — Jourdan^s  Army  panic-struck  retreats  in  Disorder — The  memorable  Retreat  of 
Moreau — Germar^  freed  from  the  Presence  of  the  Invaders — Fxtimtion  of  the  War  in  La 
Fendee^  and  Execution  of  the  Insurgent  Chiefs — Colonial  Conquests  of  Great  Britain — Eca^ 
cuation  of  Corsica — Naval  Campaign  of  1796. 


THE  war  on  the  eontiiieiit  had  hitherto  been 
chiefly  oonfioed  either  to  the  dominions  of  France, 
or  to  the  territories  in  her  immediate  vicinity : 
but  hostilities  were  now  &ted  to  take  a  more 
extensive  range,  and  the  unoffending  inhabitants 
of  the  Alps  and  Tyrolese  mountains,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  banks  of  the  Danube  and  the  Po, 
were  doomed  to  experience  all  the  horrors  of  a 
conflict  arising  out  of  a  revolution  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  capital  of  Prance. 

The  command  of  the  troops  of  the  King  of 
Sardinia  was  still  Intrusted  to  Creneral  Colli,  an 
officer  supposed  to  be  admirably  calculated  for 


the    management  of  a  defensive  system,  while  BOOK  I. 

the  emperor  confided  the  direction  of  his  forces 

to  Baron  Beaulieu,  an  able  and  enterprising  Ciur.  XXii. 
officer,  and  whose  military  reputation  had  out-  ^"^TlJ^r*^ 
lived  his  success.  ^*^ 

The  directory,  on  the  other  hand,  instead  of 
selecting  one  of  its  victorious  chiefs,  had,  under 
the  guidance  of  Carnot,  ^'  the  organizer  of  vio^ 
^ovyy*  placed  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  a  general 
untried  and  almost  unknown,  at  the  head  of  the 
army.*  Born  in  Corsica,  and  educated  at  the 
icole  militairey  in  France,  this  aspiring  yonth 
had   already    exhibited    the  promise  of    great 


*  This  extraordioary  chttacter,  the  hero,  as  he  may  be  styled,  of  the  French  ReFolulioo,  anil  whose  name 
and  adhieTements  will  descend  from  the  auHala  of  our  own  times  to  the  remotest  posterity,  was  bom  at  Ajaccio^  on  the 
15th  of  August,  1769,  and  was  the  son  uf  Charles  Bonaparte  and  Letiiia  Roniolini,  his  wife.  His  father^  who 
was  a  native  of  Tuscany,  was  bred  to  the  civil  law  at  Rome,  and  took  part  with  General  Paoli,  whose  friendship 
be  enjoyed,  in  the  ever  memorable  struggle  made  by  a  band  of  brave  islanders  against  the  tyrannical  efforts  of 
liOuis  XV.  The  advice  of  an  uncle,  who  was  a  canon,  detained  him  io  Corsica,  and  it  was  afterwards  owing  to  his 
intimacy  with  M.  de  Marbeuf,  commander  of  that  island,  that  he  was  appointed  the  king^s  attoniey  at  Ajaccio,  and 
that  he  represented  the  noblesse  in  the  deputation  of  the  three  orders  sent  in  1773  to  Louis  XV.  The  elder  Bonaparte 
died  at  Montpelier,  whither  he  had  gone  fow  the  re- establishment  of  his  health,  leaving  four  sons  and  three  daughters, 
all  of  tender  years.  After  the  father's  death,  M.  de  Marbeuf,  the  friend  an<]  protector  of  the  family,  placed  the  second 
son.  Napoleon,  at  the  college  of  Autan,  and  aflerwards  at  the  military  academy  ufBrienne:  the  education  which  was 
given  there,  was  of  a  nature  to  form  superior  men  in  more  than  one  department,  and  it  was  especially  a  -preparation  for 
^  profession  of  arms.  Bonn  in  the  midst  i^  a  republican  contest  in  his  native  land,  it  was  his  destiny  to  burst 
into  manhood  at  the  moment  when  the  country  of  his  choice  was  engaged  in  a  struggle,  which  opened  a  wide  and  almost 
boundless  field  for  the  military  adventurer  ;  and  there  was  something  in  bis  manners  and  habits,  that  fitted  him  fl>r  the 
situation  to  which  he  seems  to  hare  been  destined.  Instead  of  imitating  the  frivolity  of  the' age,  his  mind  "was  oontinu* 
ally  intent  on  military  studies,  and  from  the  lives  of  Plutarch,  a  volume  of  which  he  always  carried  in  his  pocket,  he 
learned,  At  an  euiy  age,  to  copy  the  manners,  and  emulate  the  actions  of  antiquity.  Weaecordingly  find  bim,  while. 
yet  at  sdiool,  piresenting  himself  as  a  candidate  for  a  commission  in  the  airtiOery,  in  consequence  of  which  he  became  a 
lieutenant  in  the  French  army,  and  served  for  two  or  tliree  years  in  the  regfiment  of  La  F^re.  '  In  1790,  Ceaeml  Paoli 
««paired  to  France,  where  he  was  honoured  with  a  civic  crown,  and  there  emhraoed  tlie  son  of  liis  okl  friend  ;  and  rfoon 
aAer  they  met  again  in  Corsica,  where  Bonaparte,  now  a  captain,  was  elected  lieiitenant»colonel  of  a  corps  of  Corsicaa 
national  guards. 

.  Though  he  declined  to  take  any  part  in  the  annexation  of  Corsica  to  the  crown  of  England,  his  intimacy  with  Paschal 
paoli  rendered  kirn  suspected,  but  he  eluded  the  arrest  ordered  against  him  by  Lacombe  St.  Micliel,  one  of  the  com* 
snissioners  of  the  convention,  by  passing  over  into  Franee,  and  taking  t^  his  residence  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Toulon* 
Th^e  ^  spacious  field  presented  itself  for  the  exercise  of  hia  talents.  Toulon,  reofntly  surrendered  to  the  English  arma, 
was  at  that  time  besieged  by  the  republican  troops,  and  Bonaparte  was  pointed  out  to  Barras,  the  conventioilal  deputy* 
as  a  young  ofiicer  of  extraordinary  skill  and  enterprise*    In  this  service,  he  soon  attracted  the  notice  of  Dogommier, 
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BOOK   I.  talents,   but   he    had    acquired    little  practical 

knowledge,  and  was  chiefly  indebted  to  the  pa- 

Chai'.  XX it.  tronage  of  Barras,  and  his  own  zeal  at  Toulon, 

^~ri^^?^    for  the  attainment  of  so  elevated  a  station,  before 

he  had  attained    the  twenty-sixth    ycfar   of  his 


age. 


Having  arrived  at  the  head-quartern  of  his 
army,  early  in  the  spring,  Bonaparte,  who 
spared  no  pains  to  render  himself  popular  with 
las  army,  prepared  to  t^ke  the  field,  the  moment 
that  the  disappearahi^e  of  the  snow  permitted  the 
march  of  his  troops. 

The  Piedmontese  were  posted  on  the  decli- 
vity of  the  Alps  so  as  to  extend  from  the  Col  de 
Tendi  to  Cairo,  in  the  province  of  Acqui,  while 
their  imperial  allies  occupied  the  heights  of 
Savona,  Sassello,  Musano,  Campo-Fredo,  the 
Boohetta,  the  vallies  of  the  Trehia  and  the 
SSerevia,  including  within  their  intrenchments 
the  two  roads  leading  from  Genoa  to  the  Mi- 
lanese. 

The  French  army,  inferior  in  point  of  num- 
bers, was  encamped  all  the  way  from  Nice  to 
the  neighbourhood  of  Final ;  the  head-quarters 
were  established  at  AUenga,  the  advanced  posts 
extended  to  Voltri,  between  Savona  and  Genoa, 
while  Ormea,  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountains, 
vras  in  their  possession. 

Hostilities  wefe  commenced  on  the  9th  of 
April,  1796,  on  the  part  of  the  imperialists, 
who,  feeling  confident  in  their  superior  strength^ 
attacked  the  enemy  at  Voltri,  with  a  body  of 
ten  thousand  men.  This  first  operations  proving 
successful,  the  Austrians  advanced  rapidly,  in 
the  hope  of  cutting  oiF  the  retreat' of  the  French 
troops ;  but  Bonaparte,  foreseeing  this  sanguine 
pursuit,  detached  a  body  of  troops  under  Gene- 
ral Massena,  who,  taking  advantage  of  the 
night,  gained  the  rear  of  the  Austrian  army. 
Unapprised  of  this  movement,  General  Beaulieu 
began  the  attack  at  break-  of  dav  next  morning,, 
and  the  contest  was  continued  with  various  suc- 
cess, until  the  division  under  Massena  appeared 
on  the  left  flank  and  rear  of  the  Austrian  army. 
Astonished  at  this  unexpected  manceuvre,  and 
thrown  into  the  utmost  disorder,  the  Austrians 
fled  from  the  field  with  the  loss  of  three  thousand 


five  hundred  men,  of  whom  two  thousand  were 
made  prisoners.      The  French  troops,  inspired 
with   confidence   by  their    recent    victory,    and 
urged  to  the  pursuit  by  the  enterprising'  spirit  of 
their-t  commander,  pushed  forward  to    the  banks 
of  the  Bormida,  while  the  Austrians  continued 
their  retreat   till  they  attained    the    vicinity  of 
Millesimo.     At  this  place  a  general  engagement 
was  fought  on  the   17th  of  April,  and  the  Gene- 
rals Massena  and  La  Harpe  padsing*  the  Bor- 
mida, surrounded  the  left  wing  of  the  Austrian 
array,  on  which  aigreat  slaughter  leosQcd,  and 
General  Provera^-  with  his  brave  diviision,  was 
obliged  to  surrender,  with  a  loss  to  the  Austrian 
array  of   eight   thousand  prisoners   and  thirty- 
two  pieces  of  cannon. 

Nothing   short    of  some  gallant  and  even 
desperate  enterprise,  eould  -nowrescue  the  cha- 
racter of  Beaulien  frem  disgrace,,  and  stop  the 
progress  of   Bonaparte,  who,  like  a  portentous 
comet,  already   appalled   «very  beholder,    and 
seemed  to  threateni  not    the  imp^riitKsts  only^ 
but  all  Italy  with  destruction.    -Accordingly^  on 
the  folkwing  day,  General  Beaulieu   surprised 
the  French  while  reposing  in  ftiU  security,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Bormida,  and  carried  the  village 
of  Dego  by  the  point-  df  the  bayonet  :  Mstasena, 
who  attempted  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  enemy, 
was  repulsed  ;  Causse,  at  the :  head  of  the  (KKh 
demi-brigade,  proved  still  more  unfortunate,  for 
he  fell  pierced  with  wounds,  but  he  perished  like 
a  hero,  knd  with  his  last  breath  uttered,  an  ardent 
wish  for  the  prosperity  of  his  4»Hintry.     .  This 
success  was  of  short    duration,    for  Bonaparte, 
by  one  of  those  prompt  and  well  combined  move- 
ments, which  had  already  distinguished  his  tac- 
tics, obliged  the  Austrians  to  abandon  Dego,  and 
thePrenoh  cavalry  being  sent  in  pursuit,  com- 
pleted their  disorder. 

The  Piedmontese  and  Sardinian  army  re- 
treated with  precipitation,  and  being  successively 
driven  from  the  posts  of  Ceva,  Mondovi,  and 
Cherasco,  sought.refage  in  Turin.  The  French 
thus  become  masters  of  the  course  of  the  Tanaro, 
encamped  in  the  midst  of  the  plain  of  Piedmont, 
and  prepared  to  besie^  its  metropolis  ;  while 
their  youthful  leader  inflamed  tile  minds  of  his 


the  csmmsnder-ni-efalef,  who  one  day  said  to  the  represeatafives : — "  Let  this  young  man  tx  your  attention  ;  if  yoa 
««  do  not  advance  him,  I  will  answer  for  it,  diat  he  wiJI  oontriFe  to  adranoe  himself. »>  On  the  conquest  of  Toulon, 
Bonaparte,  wHh  a  small  annameni,  made  an  attack  upon  Ajaccio,  bat  he  was  repulsed  by  Captain  Masseria ,-  be  sHer^ 
wards  repaired  to  Paris,  wheire  he  obtained  thi^  military  eommand  of  that  city,  under  bis  friend  Barras,  and  by  Us  mas- 
terly disposition  of  the  tn>op8  in  the  insurrection  of  Vendemiaire,  contributed  essenttally  to  restore  the  pubKc  tran- 
quillity, and  to  secure  the  triomph  of  the  representatives  orer  the  sections  of  the  metropolis.  While  he  held  this  com- 
wand  he  formed  a  matrimoliial  alltance  whh  Madame  Beanhamois,  and  soon  after  receiYed  from  the  ditvotory  the  derated 
appointment  of  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  French  army  in  Italy.  The  appointment  of  so  youngs  a  geaend  loa  com" 
Ssand  of  Sttch  vast  importance,  could  not  fkil  to  excite  general  tAservation,  bnt  he  alone  remained  tmmoTed  amidst  the 
nnivvrsal  soiyrise,  and  In  answer  to  some  remarks  made  upon  his  youth,  he  calmly  replied:—**  In  sixth  'months, 
I  sh^  be  mn  old  genend,  m*  I  shall  be  in  my  gnive.'*  flere  the  biographer  may  pause,  as  the  fhtuie  htsloiy  of  l^palMSi 
win  be  read  in  the  history  tif  Siiro|^,iBd  sflaMli  dosdy  hiterwov«tt  wifh4h««e  tartoaisiAig  evtntir,  ^hieh  ti  Is  the  ttf^ 
«f  this  woih  la  reeard. 
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soldiery,  by  a  speech  pronounced  at  the  bead  of 
his  army,  in  the  style  and  manner  of  the  generals 
of  antiquity.* 

Notwithstanding  Turin  was  well  fortified, 
and  its  citadel  might  have  impeded  the  career  of  a 
victorious  enemy,  and  thus  protracted  the  fate  of 
Italy,  yet  the  aged  king,  despairing  of  being  suc- 
coured by  the  Austrians,  and  uncertain  of  the 
attachment  of  his  own  subjects,  determined  to 
avoid  the  horrors  of  a  bombardment.  He  accord- 
ingly sent  orders  to  General  Colli,  to  enter  into  a 
negociation  for  a  truce,  and  the  hard  condi- 
tions  annexed  to  this  favour,  announced  the  fallen 
fortunes  of  the  monarch,  who  surrendered  Exilles, 
Tortona,  Coni,  Alexandria,  and  Ch&teau  Dau- 
phin, as  the  pledges  of  his  good  faith ;  relin- 
quished Savoy,  in  the  county  of  Nice,  for  ever  ; 
and  consented  to  the  immediate  demolition  of  the 
fortresses  of  Suza  and  Brunetta,  on  the  French 
frontier. 

The  aristocracy  of  Venice,  which,  thinking 
itself  hitherto  little  interested  in  the  war,  had 
luanifested  a  decided  partiality  to  the  house  of 
Austria,  now-  perceived  the  necessity  of  bending 
before  the  genius  of  the  Gallic  democracy  :  and 
in  pursuance  of  this  policy  the  Count  de  Pro« 
vence,  eldest  brother  of  the  l&te  King  of  France, 
and  now  styled  Louis  XYIII.  was  ordered  to 
withdraw  from  the  Venetian  territory.  In  vain 
did  this  exiled  prince  assert  his  privilege  as  a 


Venetian  nobleman,  the  mandate  was  imperative,  BOOK  I. 

and  after  quitting  the  city  of  Verona,  he  wan 

dered  about  the  other  states  of  Europe  for  some  Chap.  xxir. 
mouths,  and  at  last  found  an  asylum  at  Mittau,  ^"^nj""^ 
in  Courland,  under  the  protection  of  the  court 
of  St.  Petersburg. 

Although  Bonaparte  had  thfis  defeated  two 
armies,  and  detached  one  of  the  kings  from  the 
coalition  against  France,  he  would  not  allow  any 
respite  to  his  troops.  Marching  along  the  sou- 
thern bank  of  the  Po,  he  reached  Placentia  early 
on  the  7tb  of  May,  and  In  the  course  of  the  3ame 
day  effected  his  passage  at  that  plac^  Apprised 
of  the  approach  of  the  Aus|triaus,  who  moved 
along  ttie  northern  bank  of  the  same  river,  Bonao' 
parte  encountered  the  van -guard  of  their  army 
at  Fombio,  and  compelled  them  to  tetreat. — 
Another  body  coming  up  to  the  assistance  of  th^ 
first  was  intercepted  and  repulsed  by  General 
La  Harpe^  who  tell  during  the  cooabat.  General 
Berthier,  arriving  in  the  interval,  pursued  th^ 
enemy  to  Casajl,  of  which  he  took  possession ; 
and  the  Dukes  of  Parma  and  Modena,  on  whose 
territory  the  republicans  had  now  entered,  were 
co^ipelled  to  sue  for  peace,  which  was  granted 
on  the  condition  of  paying  ten  millions  of  livrea, 
and  yielding  up  a  certain  number  of  the  most 
valuable  paintings  in  the  world  to  adorn  the 
national  museum  qow  forming  at  Paris. 

Well  aware  that  his  conquest  would  never 


•  This  oratioD,  so  strongly  characteristic  of  the  French  general,  was  in  tl^e  following  wonJs  :— 
'*  Soldiers,"  said  Bonaparte,  "  in  the  coarse  of  fourteen'days,  you  have  gained  six  victories,  taken  twenty -one 
stand  of  colours,  fidy  pieces  of  .cannon,  several  strong  fortresses,  and  conquered  the  richest  portion  of  Piedmont:  you 
have  already  seised  fifteen  hundred  prisoners,  and  killed  and  wounded  more  than  ten  thousand  men. 

"  You  have  as  yet,  however,  only  fought  for  sterile  rocks,  illustrated  indeed  by  your  valour,  but  useless  to  your 
country.  Yet  you  already  equal  the  victorious  armies  of  Holland  and  the  Rhine :  destitute  of  all,  you  have  acquired 
every  thing  ;  you  have  j^ned  battles  without  cannon,  crossed  rivers  without  pontoons,  made  forced  marches  without 
shoes,  and  watched  all  nigfht  under  arms  without  brandy,  and  sometimes  even  without  bread.  Republican  phdanxes, 
the  soldiers  of  liberty,  are  alone  capable  of  suffering^  such  privations  as  these. 

*'  But,  soldiers  I  notwithstanding  two  vanquished  armies  flee  before  you,  it  is  needless  to  dissemble  that  you  have 
achieved  nothing,  since  Turin  and  M&an  are  not  yet  yours,  and  the  ashes  of  the  conquerors  of  Tarquin  are  s^l  trodden 
under  the  feet  of  your  enemies. 

**  You  were  bereft  even  of  necessaries  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign,  and  now  yon  enjoy  plenty  ;  the 
magazines  taken  from  your  enemies  are  numerous ;  the  heavy  artillery  is  arrived,  and  your  country  has  a  right  fo  expect 
important  events.  MTillyou^alize  her  hopes  f  The  gfreatest  obstacles  are  doubtless  overcome,  but  you  have  still  battles 
-  to  win,  cities  to  take,  rivers  to  pass.  Is  there  one  among  you  whose  courage  is  subdued  ?  Who  would  prefer  to  retnm 
again  to  the  summits  of  the  Apennines  and  the  Alps,  patiently  to  listen  to  the  reproaches  of  a  soldiery  composed  of 
slaves .'  No ;  there^are  none  such  among  the  conquerors  of  Montenote,  Millesimo,  Diego,  and  Mendovi. 

**  All  bom  to  extend  the  glory  of  the  French  people ;  all  are  desiroBS  to  hifmble  those  haughty  sovereigns  who  dated 
to  menace  us  with  chains ;  all  wish  to  dictate  a  glorious  peace,  ealcnlatied  Ui  indemnify  our  country  for  the  immense 
sacrifices  it  h^s  made ;  all  are  eager  to  be  ab|e,  on  returning  to  their 'nady^  villages,  tp  exclajm  with  pride,  *  i  also 
hanged  to  the  vu^torioos  army  Qf  Italy  I' 

**  Friends !  I  promise  you  this  conquest ;  bvt  it  is  Qn  the  cicpress  condition  that  you  respect  the  people  whom  you 
are  about  to  deliver  from  bondagje,  and  %void  all  thqiights  of  pillage,  only  dreamed  of  by  those  vile  wrelches  set  on  by 
our  enemies :  without  this,,  you  will  not  be  the  lijberafon,  but  the  scourgers  of  enfranchised  nations  s  you  will  not  be  air 
honour  to  the  French,  for  tl^ey  will  disavow  you  i  your  victories,  your  coifn^,  yo^r  auoce^es,  the  very  blood  of  your 
brethren  shed  in  battle,  will  all  be  lost,  and  your  honour  and  glory  gone  for  ever. 

"  Nations  of  Italy !  the  ai^y  approaches  on  purpose  to  burst  your  fetters.    FraRoc  is. the  friend  of  every  people? 
approach  our  standards  with  confidence.    Your  religion,  your  property,  and  your  customs,  shall  all  be  respected.    We 
w^l  carry  on  the  war  like  generous  enetuks,  for  we  have  no  dispute  but  with  the  tyrants  who  keep  you  in  scrvitiule." 
(No.  12.)  '  S  • 
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DOCK   I.  be  consolidated  till  he  bad  totally  vanquished  the 

Austrian  army,  and  seized  on  all  their  Italian 

Chm^.  xxil.  possession^,  Bonaparte  hastened  to  pursue  the 
enemy  to  Ix>di,  on  the  river  Adda,  where  General 
Beaulieu  had  concentrated  his  forces.  On  the 
approach  of  ti^e  French,  the  imperialists  aban* 
doned  that  plactf  virith  so  much  precipitancy,  that 
they  had  not  time  to  destroy  the  bridge.  They 
contrived  however  to  bring  up  a  number  of  cannon, 
end  to  establish  formidable  batteries,  by  means  of 
which  they  obtained  a  cross  fire,  that  rendered 
the  passage  hazardous  in  the  extreme,  and  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  best  French  engineers  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  attempted.  But  no  consideration 
could  resist  the  impetuosity  either  of  the  soldiers 
or  their  leaders  ;  for  on  the  10th  of  May,  four 
thousand  grenadiers  being  formed  into  a  solid 
column,  made  a  sudden  chargCi'  and  had  already 
proceeded  six  hundred  feet,  which  was  exactly 
half  the  length  of  the  bridge,  when  they  became 
exposed  to  such  an  incessant  shower  of  grape 
shot,  that  the  foremost  ranks  were  completely 
swept  away,  and  the  troops,  who  had  hitherto 
advanced  at  a  quick  pace,  with  bent  heads  and 
extended  bayonets,  were  first  staggered,  and 
then  began  to  hesitate,  as  to  their  further  pro^ 
gress.  At  this  critical  moment,  the  Generals 
Berthier,  Massena,  Cervoni,  and  D'allemagne, 
starting  from  the  ranks,  invited  the  grenadiers  to 
renew  the  attack,  while  Bonaparte  in  person, 
seizing  a  standard,  placed  himself  at  their  head. 
Animated  to  the  highest  degree  of  enthusiasm  by 
such  an  example,  the  French  troops  rushed  past 
their  generals  with  resistless  impetuosity,  amidst 
the  cries  of — "  Long  live  the  republic  !*'  In  a 
moment,  the  fate  of  the  day  was  decided;  the 
Austrian  line  was  broken  ;  their  death-spreading 
batteries  were  seized — and  the  imperial  troops 
stood  petrified  with  astonishment  at  the  successful 
madness  of  the  enterprise.  '^  Of  all  the  actions  in 
which  the  troops  under  my  command  have  been 
engaged,''  said  Bonaparte,  in  his  dispatches  to  the 
directory,  '^  none  has  equalled  the  tremendous 
passage  of  the  bridge  of  Lodi."  < 

Bonaparte,  having  thus  defeated  the  princi- 
pal army  of  the  imperialists,  after  taking  Pavia^ 
proceeded  to  Milan,  and  before  the  end  of  May, 
subdued  •  the  principal  part  of  Lombardy. — 
Amazed  at  the  extent  and  rapidity  of  his  own 
conquests,  and  still  acting  upon  the  maxim,  that 
nothing  is  done,  while  any  thing  remains  undone, 
Bonaparte,  in  a  proclamation,  dated  Milan,  1st 
Prainal,  addressed  the  army  under  his  command 
in  the  teroM  of  triumph  and  of  excitation : — 
*'  Soldiers  !**  he  exclainfled,  "  you  have  precipi- 
tated yourselves  like  a  torrent  from  the  heights 
of  the  Apennines :  you  have  overthrown  and 
dispersed  all  that  dared  to  oppose  your  march ; 
Milan  is  yours  :  and  the  republican  standard  is 
displayed  throughout  all  Lombardy.    Yes,    sol- 


diers, you  have  done  much  ;  but  still  more  remains 
for  you  to  do.  Shall  posterity  reproach  you  with 
havmg  found  a  Capua  in  Lombardy  ?  To  re- 
establish the  capital ;  to  replace  there  the  statues 
of  those  heroes  who  have  rendered  it  immortal ; 
to  arouse  the  Roman  people,  entranced  in  so 
many  ages  of  slavery  ;  this  will  be  the  first  fruit 
of  your  victories,  it  will  be  an  epoch  for  the  admi- 
ration of  posterity !" 

In  the  mean  time,  the  dispersion  of  the 
Austrian  army  afforded  Bonaparte  all  the  leisure 
he  required  to  carry  on  his  various  enterprises 
against  the  respective  states  of  Italy  ;  and  some 
insurrectionary  movements  in  different  parts  were 
repressed  with  the  most  vigorous  severity.  On 
the  S!8th  of  June,  a  detachment  of  French  troops 
took  possession  of  Leghorn,  though  belonging  to 
a  neutral  power,  on  pretext  of  dislodging  the 
English  ;  the  whole  of  whose  property  found  in 
that  city  was  confiscated  to  the  use  of  the  repub* 
lie.  The  factory  however  had  the  address  to 
remove  the  greater  part  of  their  effects  to  tiie  Isle 
of  Elba,  to  which  humble  station  ihe  conqueror 
himself  was,  after  a  lapse  of  years,  and  strange 
vicissitudes  of  fortune,  doomed  to  be  removed 
from  the  dazzling  height  of  imperial  splendour. 

The  main  army  of  the  French,  during  these 
operations,  entered  the  territory  of  the  ecclesi- 
astical states,  and  took  possession  of  the  cities  of 
Bologna,  Urbino,  and  Ferrara.  Alarmed  in  the 
highest  degree  at  the  advance  of  an  enemy,  now 
become  formidable  to  all  Italy,  both  the  Pope 
and  the  King -of  Naples  sued  for  an  armistice, 
which  was  granted  to  his  SiciKan  Majesty,  on 
the  easy  condition  of  withdrawing  all  assistance 
from  the  allied  army  ;  but  the  pope,  whose  tardy 
acquiescence  had  endangered  the  existence  of 
the  papal  see,  was  obliged  not  merely  to  cede  to 
the  French  the  towns  already  in  their  possession, 
but  to  add  to  their  number  the  city  and  fortress  of 
Ancona,  on  the  Adriatic,  together  with  a  contri* 
bution  of  twenty-one  millions  of  francs  by  instal- 
ments, and  a  present  of  one  hundred  pictures, 
statues,  busts,  and  vases,  to  be  selected  by  com- 
petent judges  of  the  aMs  |pom  the  galleries  at 
Home,  to  adorn  the  museums  o^  France. 

At  this  period,  all  Italy  seemed  to  be  heaving 
from  its  political  basis.  The  government  of 
Naples,  to  which  sucb  favourable  conditions  of 
peace  had  been  recently  g^aated,  was  sunk  to 
the  lowest  pitch  of  imbecility  and  depravity. — 
The  power  of  papal  Rome,  once  so  extensive, 
tottered  to  its  fall ;  and  Lombardy,  divided  among 
a  number  of  petty  despots,  caught  the  strong 
contagion  of  the  revolutionary  spirit,  and  aspirea 
to  the  rank  and  dignity  of  a  free  and  independent 
nation.  The  whole  country  south  of  the  Po, 
Genoa  excepted,  now  in  possession  of  the  French, 
appointed*  delegates,  to  the  number  of  one  hun- 
dred,   to    meet   in   convention   at  the   city  of 
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Modona ;  the  ducal  government  being  previously 
dissolved,  and  the  Duke  of  Modena  himself 
having  abandoned  his  territory,  and  virtually 
abdicated  his  sovereignty.  The  convention  met 
on  the  10th  of  October,  1796,  and  immediately 
decreed,  that  there  should  be  a  sincere  and  in- 
dissoluble union  between  the  states  of  Bologna, 
Reggio,  Modena,  and  Ferrara — the  new  fede- 
ration taking,  from  its  geographical  situation, 
the  name  of  the  Cispadane  republic ;  and  with 
t^e  approbation  of  the  French  general,  the  moving 
spring  of  this  Itjilian  revolution,  a  delegation  was 
sent  to  Milan,  styled  by  analogy  the  Transpadane 
republic,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  between 
the  two  states  the  bonds  of  political  union  and 
fraternity.  In  return,  the  administrators  of  the 
political  government  of  Milan  were  permitted  to 
send  deputies  to  the  general  congress,  now  re- 
moved to  Reggio,  and  which,  about  the  close  of 
the  year,  resolved  themselves  into  a  republic,  one 
and  indivisible,  on  the  model  of  France. 

Having  detached  the  sovereign  of  Naples, 
and  his.  holiness  the  pope,  from  the  coalition  ot 
princes,  Bonaparte  marched  in  pursuit  of  Berm- 
lieu  to  Borghetta,  the  approaches  to  which  place 
he  found  defended  by  four  thousand  infantry,  and 
eighteen  hundred  horse;  but  the  assailants 
having  forced  the  redoubts,  the  Austria ns  croshed 
the  bridge,  and  cat  down  one  of  the  arches. 
On  this  an  inefiectual  attempt  was  made  by  the 
French  to  re-establish  the  communication,  and  an 
awful  pause  ensued ;  but  at  lengUk  a  column  of 
grenadiers,  led  by  General  Garft^ne,  jumped 
into  the  river,  and  with  the  waRer  up  -to  their 
chins^  and  their  muskets  elevated  above  their 
hea<&,  forded  the  river,  to  the  astomshment  of  the 
.enemy,  who  recollecting  the  oolumn  of  Lodi,  im- 
mediately gave  way. 

The  court  of  Vienna,  alarmed  at  these  dis- 
asters, strained  every  nerve  to  assemble  a  new 
army  in  Carinthia  and  the  Tyrol ;  while  the 
directory,  dazzled .  with  the  achievements  of 
the  hero  of  Italy,  and  as  yet  unsuspicious  of 
being  supplanted  by  the  enterprising  Corsican, 
proclaimed  and  c^brafted  a  festival  in  honour  of 
his  victoi^ies.  ^^^ 

General    BefLulieu,  finding  himself  incora- 

Setent  to  withstand  the  army  of  the  enemy, 
usbed  as  it  was  with  uninterrupted  success,  and 
acting  upon  a  new  system  of  tactics,  under  the 
direction  of  a  general,  '^  whose  nustress  was 
glory,  and  whose  companiou  was  Plutarch,^'  re- 
signed the  command  of  his  army,  which  was  con- 
ferred on  Field-marshal  Wurmser,  a  warrior  in 
the  eightieth  year  of  his  age^  hut  who,  like  a 
"veteran  hero  of  the  present  day,  combined  all 
the  energy  and  ardour  of  youth  with  the  expe- 
rience of  age.  Having  collected  the  shattered 
remains  of  J3eauliea's  army,  and  strengthened 
them  with  large  rei&fbrcemeuts,  IVIarshaL  Worm* 


ser  crossed  the  Adige  towards  the  end  of  July,  BOOR   L 

and  having  carried  the  posts  of  Sala  and  Corona, 

which  covered  the  city  of  Mantua,  the  French  Ch^  xxiL 
were  obliged  to  raise  the  sieg^,  and  to  evacuate  yjqa'^ 
their  posts  with  considerable  loss.  Bonaparte 
seeing  himself  in  danger  of  being  surrounded, 
suddenly  withdrew  his  troops  from  Verona,  and.the 
banks  of  the  Adige,  and  by  a  forced  march  regain- 
ed possession  of  Breseia.  He  then  collected  his 
forces  near  the  village  of  Castiglione,  betweea 
the  lake  of  Garda  and  the  city  of  Mantua ;  Mar- 
shal Wurmser  having  likewise  taken  a  position 
in  the  same  vicinity.  On  tlie  5th  of  August,  the 
two  armies  came  in  conflict,  and  the  battle  was 
continued  for  several  successive  days,  but  victory 
at  length  declared  in  favour  of  tlie  French  gene- 
ral ;  and  Marshal  Wurmser,.  after  evacuating 
Roveredo  and  Trent,  narrowly  escaped  being: 
cut  off  at  Bassano,  and  was  at  length  ooliged,  on 
the  27th  of  August,  to  take  refuge  in  Mantua^ 
On  this  Bonaparte  resumed  his  former  position 
on  the  Adige,  and  after  having  manifested  his 
sanguinary  disposition,  by  punishing  an  insur* 
rection  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dego  with  all  the 
horrors  that  could  be  inflicted  by  fire  and  sword, 
sat  down  once  more  befbre  Mantua. 

The  emperor,  alarmed  at  the  loss  of  Lom- 
bardy  and  the  Milanese,  and  deeply  affected  at 
the  fate  of  the  brave  and  unfortunate  Wurmser, 
endeavoured  to  retrieve  the  disasters  of  the 
Italian  campaign  by  assembling  aiiother  army, 
at  the  head  of  which  was  placed  Alvinzi,  a 
member  of  the  aulic  council.  Fortune  was.  at 
first  favourable  to  the  new  general,  who  defeated 
a  detachment  of  the  enemy,  while  Bonaparte 
deemed  it  necessary  to  abandoa  Bassano,  Vi*^ 
cenza,  Trent,  and  Roveredo,  and  to  concentrate 
his  forces  along  the  Adige,  and  the  borders  of 
the  lake  of  Garda.  The  field-marshal  now  ex- 
pected to  be  able  to  form  a  junction  with  the 
army  of  the  Tyrol  and  raise  the  blockade  of 
Mantua,  at  the  bead  of  fifty  thousand  men  ;  but 
his  progress  was  intercepted  by  Bonaparte,  who 
suddenly  appeared  in  order  of  battle,  with  his  left, 
commanded  by  Vaubois,  his  right  by  Massena^, 
and  his  centre  by  Aiigereaii.  Having  ordered 
the  two  last  generals  to.  advance,  on  the  15th  of 
November,,  the  outrposts  of.  the  Austrians  were 
immediatelvdrivenin  ;.bat  aaobstinate resistance 
wa»  experienced  at  Arcole,  a  position  equally 
strengthened,  by  nature  and  art.  It  was  in  vain 
thai  some,  of  the  principal  French  officers  placedv 
themselves  at  the  head  of  the  columns,  and  braved, 
all  the  fury  of  the  enemy  ;  for  the  geuerals  Ver- 
dier,  Vemes,  and  Lasnes,  were  wounded  and 
obliged  to  retire,  while  Aug.ereau,  who^had 
advanced  with  a  stand  of  colours  ia  his  hand^.. 
was  forced  to  withdraw  from  the  storm  of  grape- 
shot  with  which  he  and  his  followers  were  assailed. 
The  commander-in-chief,  unable  to  restrain  his^ 
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BOOK    I.  own  natural  impetuosity,  repaired  wth  his  staff 

'^ —  to  the  front  of  Augereau's  diYision,  and  advanc- 

Chap.  xxn.  ing  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  ordered  them 
^T^^^^  to  charge ;  he  however  had  scarcely  proceeded 
thirty  steps,  when  the  incessant  fire  of  the 
Austrians  hroke  down  the  bridge,  and  forced 
Bonaparte  into  a  morass,  whence  he  was  with 
some  difficulty  rescued.  The  battle  was  renewed 
the  next  day,  and  night  alone  forced  the  combat- 
ants to  separate,  before  victory  bad  declared  on 
either  side. 

On  the* third  morning,  a  combined  attack  was 
Concerted  and  executed,  by  Massena  on  the  left, 
and  Augereau  in  front,  while  the  garrison  of 
Porto-Legnano,  supported  by  a  considerable  train 
of  artillery,  received  orders  to  make  a  diversion 
inllM  rear:  The  column  that  attacked  the  bridge 
was  however  once  more  repulsed,  and  fell  back  in 
disorder  towards  Ronco ;  but  on  receiving  a  re- 
inforcement, the  battle  was  again  renewed,  and 
the  Austrians,  seeing  their  left  about  to  be  turned, 
abandoned  the  field,  and  retired  towards  Vicenza. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  left  wing  of  the  French 
army  had  been  forced  by  General  Davidowieh, 
Who  seized  on  the  important  post  of  Rivoli,  and 
advanced  to  Castello-Nuovo^  within  eight  leagues 
of  Mantua ;  but  Bonaparte,  taking  advantage 
of  his  late  victory,  ordered  a  body  of  troops 
under  General  Massena  to  repass  the  Adige, 
and  attack  the  successful  division,  which  w;as 
forced  to  retire  behind  the  Arisio^  on  the  22d  kA 
^  November,  while  Alvinzi  took  refuge  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Brenta,  after  losing  about  six  thousand 
Inen  in  killed  and  wounde^  eighteen  pieces  of 
>    cannon,  and  four  standards. 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  roost  memorable 
campaigns  recorded  in  history,  in  the  course  of 
ivhicsh  all  the  resources  of  modern  war  were 
exhibited  and  displayed  on  a  grand  scale,  and 
countries  won  and  abandoned,  not  as  heretofore, 
after  a  contest  of  a  few  hours,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  a  succession  of  memorable  battles. 

But  what  obiefly  fixed  the  attention  of 
"Europe,  was  the  astonishing  success  of  the 
French  general,  who  placing  himself  at  the  head 
of  anidferior  body  of  troops,  had  rushed  down  from 
the  mountains  like  a  torrent  upon  Italy,  over- 
coming every  obstacle,  and  overwhelming  all 
opposition.  Three  armies  and  four  generals  de- 
feated, one  after  the  other;  amultituae  of  princes 
courting  the  favour  of  the  conqueror,  by  presents 
of  statues,  pictures,  and  gold;  a  vanquished 
monarch  abandoning  the  coalition  of  IciQgs,  ^nd 
resigning  his  principal  fortresses ;  these  were  < 
some  of  ttie  wonders  of  this  eventfulperiod,  which, 
for  a  time,  obtained  for  the  military  talents  of  the 
repi^blican  chief  the  admiration  of  mankind. 

A  plan  no  less  daring  and  extraordinary 
than  that  of  the  Italian  campugn,  was  projected 
by  -Carndt,  for  the  Frenob  armies  in  Germany. 


An  overwhelming  force  was  directed  to  penetrate 
into  the  oirle  of  Suabia,  to  seize  on  the  country  ad' 
joining  the  lake  of  Constance  ;  to  march  through 
the  passes  of  Bregentz ;  and  after  scaling  the 
Rhetian  Alps,  to  enter  the  Tyrol ;  and  while  one 
body  of  troops,  following  the  course  of  the 
Ram,  reached  the  Adige,  and  communicated 
with  the  army  of  Italy ;  another  was  to  traverse 
the  vallies  of  the  Inn,  and  extending  itself  to  the 
borders  of  the  Danube,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Passau,  was  to  threaten  the  German  capital. 

The  conduct  of  Pichegru  having  become 
suspicious,  the  command  of  the  French  armies  ou 
the  Rhine  was  conferred  on  Jourdan  and 
Moreau.  On  the  24th  of  June,  the  republican 
troops  took  the  field,  and  after  crossing  the 
Rhine,  and  carrying  the  enemy's  posts,  seized 
and  occupied  the  fortress  and  village  of  Kehl. 
Having  secured  this  important  position,  Moreau 
re-established  the  bridge  across  the  Rhine,  and 
on  the  arrival  of  his  artillery  attadced  and  car- 
ried the  enemy's  camp  at  Wilstedtp  Three  battles 
won  successively,  at  Renchen,  Rastadt,  and 
Etlingen,  threw  all  Germany  into  dismay,  and 
not  only  enabled  the  invaders  to  gain  possession 
of  the  passes  of  the  Black  Forest,  but  to  invest 
Mentz,  Manheim,  Phillipsburg,  and  Ehrenbreit- 
atein,  at  the  same  time.  The  engagement  at 
Etlingen,  where  the  Archduke  Charles,  a  gallant 
and  popular  prince,  now  placed  at  the  het^d  of 
the  Austrian  army,  contended  against  Moreau 
in  person,  Mps  long  and  obstinate,  and  when  at 
length  the  Mstrians  were  forced  to  retire,  it 
was  rather  liefore  the  enthusiasm  than  the 
superior  skill  df  their  adversaries.  Jourdab,  in 
the  mean 'time,  crossing  the  Lahn,  the  Maine, 
and  the  Neciker,  took  possession  of  Frankfort, 
seized  on  AschafTenburg  and  Wurt^iburgh,  and 
rcindered  the  whdie  of  Franconia,  the  birth  place 
of  ihe  ancient  Fi^anks,  subject  to  their  descen- 
dants. The  armies  df  the  8ambre,  the  Maese, 
and  the  Rhine,  were  soon  enabled  to  co-operate 
with*,  and  assist  each  other.  Moreau,  seizing 
upon  Stutgard,  obliged  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg, 
the  Landgrave  of  Baden,  ^d  all  th^  princes  of 
Suabia,  to  purchase  peace,  if^{Rl  pri^  of  enor- 
mous subsidies  to  the  rejmblic ;  on  which  the 
invading  armies  advanced  to^vards  the  centre  of 
Germany,  along  both  sides  of  the  Danube  \  the 
one  traversing  the  rich  provinces  of  Franconia ; 
and  the  other  taking  the  route  of  Upper  Suabia, 
a  country  already  wasted  by  the  miseries  of  war. 
In  the  pursuit  of  this  victorious  career,  Moreau 
fbjrped  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  to  sue  for  peace ; 
'while  Jourdan,  sizing  on  Nuremberg,  Ingold* 
stadt,  and  Amberg,  menanced  Austria  on  the 
.  right,  as  wen  as  Bohemia  in  his  front. 

Tjie  retreat  of  tlie  imperial  forces  in  Ger-, 
many,  was  contemporary  with  the  dreadfol  losses 
virhicb  they  were  susti&Ing  from  Bonaparte  in 
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Italy ;  but  their  strengtk,  thouga  oyerpowered, 
was  not  wholly  broken,  and  it  was  reserved  for 
the  unsubdued  resolution  of  the  cabinet  of 
Vienna,  and  the  masterly  skill  of  the  brother  of 
the  soTereign,  once  more  to  arrest  the  hand  of 
disaster  and  to  turn  the  tide  of  misfortune. 
Another  cause  of  the  impending  reverses  of  the 
French  army,  was*  the  cruel  exactions  imposed 
upon  the  unoffending  inhabitants  of  Germany  by 
the  invaders.  The  Arohdid^e  Charles,  having 
received  considerable  supplies,  determined  to 
throw  himself  between  the  invaders  and  Ratis- 
bon ;  but  before  the  arrival  of  his  highness,  the 
armv  of  Wartenslaben  had  fought  a  successful 
battle,  and  driven  the  French  m>m  the  heights 
before  Amberg.  On  the  22d  of  August,  the 
archduke  arrived  in  person,  and  after  defeating 
the  enemy  under  Bernadotte,  drove  them  back 
to  Newmark.  Jourdan,  finding  his  left  wing 
and  rear  thus  exposed  to  a  superior  force,  was 
driven  by  the  impetuosity  of  the  Austrian  army, 
and  the  indignation  of  the  pea^ntry,  as  far  as 
Wurtsbmrgh ;  here  they  were  a^n  overtaken, 
and  being  onee  more  defeated,  they  were  seized 
with  a  panic  and  immediately  disbanded. 

The  disorderly  conduct  of  the  army  of  the 
Sambre  and  Meuse,  placed  that  of  the  Rhine 
and  die  Moselle  in  the  most  critical  position,  for 
all  the  conquests  of  Moreau  were  now  become 
useless  in  consequence  of  the  defeat  of  Jourdan. 
The  former,  after  conducting  his  victorious 
troops  from  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  to  those  of 
the  Danube  and  the  Isere,  and  proving  success- 
ful in  no  less  than  five  pitched  battles,  as  well  as 
a  multitude  of  skirmishes,  was  now  obliged  to 
commence  his  celebrated  retreat,  which  may  be 
justly  compared  with  that  of  a  great  warrior  of 
antiquity,  more  especially  as  Xenophon  con- 
ducted the  Greeks  through  the  teirritories  of  a 
cowardly  .and  effeminate  people,  while  Moreau 
traversed  a  country  inhabited  by  one  of  the  most 
warlike  nations  in  the  universe. 

Instead  of  appearing  disconcerted  by  the 
recent  successes  of  the  Archduke,  the  Frendb 
general  actually  crossed  the  Danube,  as  if  with 
an  intention  to  succour  his  defeated  colleague ; 
but  this  movement  was  merely  calculated  to  col- 
lect his  detachments,  and  concentrate  his  strength. 
After  having  completelv  deceived  the  Austrians 
relative  to  the  route  he  intended  to  take,  Moreau 
crossed  the  Ledi,  on  the  llth  of  September,  and 
gave  orders  to  cut  down  all  the  bridges  behind 
hii^ ;  he  then  ascended  along  the  banks  of  the 
Danube,  and  stationed  his  head-quarters  at 
Ulm.  Finding  himself  closely  pursued,  be  at- 
tacked General  Latour  in  bis  camp  between 
Biberach  and  Buefaau,  and  after  a  long  and 
bloody  action,  fought  on  the  1st  of  October,  not 
only  lorced  him  to  retire  in  confusion,  but  would 
have  entirely  destroyed  his  army  had  it  not  been 
(No.  12.) 


for  the  gallant  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  emi-  BOOK   I. 
grants  under  the  Prince  deCond^,  who  covered  the  .    ■ 
retreat  of  the  Austrians,  and  saved  their  baggage.  Ciuv.  xxil. 
He  now  divided  his  army  into  two  bodies,  "^^TX^ 
and  marched  suddenly  through  MunderkiQgen,      ^'^ 
Neudlingmi,  and  Belengen,  to  attack  the  Qeae^ 
rals  Neuendorf  and  Petrasch,  who  were,  forced 
to  abandon  their  respective  positions  :  so  terrible 
was    this  commander,  even  in  the  moment  of 
retreat,  that  he  took  no  less  than  seyen  thousand 

Imsoners  in  these  different  actions.  Having  at 
ength  opened  a  communication  with  the  forest 
towns,  forced  the  passes  of  the  Black  Forest, 
and  penetrated  through  the  Val-d'Enfer  (the 
valley  of  hell)  the  name  of  which  sufficiently  ex- 
presses the  nature  of  the  country,  with  his  cen- 
tre, he  employed  his  two  wings  against  the 
numerous  iletachments,  led  on  by  the  generals 
liatour,  Petrasch,  and  Nanendorff.  .  The  French 
army  having  resumed  its  jnarch,  0i»  main  body 
encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  PHbourg  on  the 
13th,  and  waited  for  the  arrival  of  the  rest  of  the 
troops ;  the  moment  a  junetioif  bad  been  effected, 
the  Archduke  Charles  assaulted,  and  with  some 
difficulty  carried  the  village  of  Kendringen; 
next  day  he  attacked  part  of  the  eaemj  stationed 
at  Nymbourg,  but  after  an  action  that  lasled 
from  ten  o^dockin  the  morning  nntil  dark,  he  was 
obliged  to  desist  from  his  enterprise,  having  exr 
perienced  considerable  loss  in  consequence  of  the 
spirited  resistance  of  General  Dessaii^. 

Moreau  now  abandoned  the  Brisgaw,  and  at 
the  head  of  an  armv  fatigued  by  thcxlength  of  its 
march,  destitute  of  shoes,  and  rendered  sickly 
by  continual  rains,  marched  towards  the  banks 
of  the  Rhine ;  and  dividing  his  army  into  two 
bodies,  Dessaix  repassed  that  river  at  Brisach, 
while  he  himself  directed  his  course  towards 
Huningen,  continually  followed  and  harassed  by 
the  enemy.  On  his  arrival  at  Schtiengen  he  as<» 
sumed  an  excellent  position,  and  notwi&standing  v 
the  superior  numbers  of  the  Austrians,  deter- 
mined to  wait  the  event  of  a  battle.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly  attacked  along  the  whole  of  his  line, 
but  the  enemy  were  repulsed  on  every  side. 
However,  Moreau  moved  his  camp  on  the  night 
of  the  engagement,  and  having  passed  the  ^hine 
at  Huningen  without  any  molestation  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy,  returned  to  Strasburg,  on  the 
2dth  of  October,  the  point  whence  he  set  out, 
after  one  of  the  most  memorable  expeditions  re- 
corded in  history. 

The  Archduke  Charles,  by  a  singular  union 
of  gallantry,  talents,  and  good  fortune,  had  thus 
liberated  Germany  from  the  yoke  of  France ;  and  ^ 
the  surrender  of  the  fortress  of  Kehl,  and  the ' 
intrenched  position  at  Come,,  after  an  obstinate 
but  fruitless  resistance,  freed  the  whole  of  the 
Austrian  dominions  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
Rhine  from  the  presence  of  the  invaders. 
Tt 
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HISTORY  OP  THE  WARS 


BOOK  L  In  the  course  of  the  present  year  the  insor- 

i  ■  gents  in  La  Vendte  were  entirely  OTercome,  and 
Chap.  XXII.  the  Contest  in  those  devoted  departments  was 
^"^jati^  brought  to  a  final  close.  Stofflet,  beinff  desirous 
to  place  himself  at  the  head  of  a  formidwle  party^ 
left  his  haunts,  where  he  had  long  remained  in 
security,  and  on  the  return  of  spring,  repaired 
from  place  to  place,  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating 
the  lukewarm  loyalty  of  a  people,  heretofore 
burning  with  zeal  for  the  sovereign.  One  of  these 
excursions  proved  fatal  to  him.  Having  repaired 
to  the  village  of  Langreniere,  with  only  a  single 
domestic,  and  a  couple  of  aide-de- camps,  two 
republican  officers,  Lontil  and  liegard,  were 
informed  by  the  inhabitants,  who  had  now  become 
weary  of  the  war,  of  his  arrival.  They  accord- 
ingly hastened  thither  at  the  head  of  a  small 
body  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  having  secured 
all  the  avenues,  suddenly  entered  the  apartment, 
and  seized  on  the  person  of  Stofflet,  a  chief,  who 
in  the  course  of  two  years  had  fought  no  less 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  actions,  in  more  than 
a  hundred  of  which  he  had  proved  victorious. 
He  was  executed  at  Angers,  on  the  38d  of 
February,  and  died  with  an  heroic  constancy. 

But  as  the  Ven*d6an  war  could  never  be  con- 
sidled  as  finished  while  Charette  survived,  he 
was  incessantly  pursued  by  the  cavalry  of  Hoche, 
and  on  the  23a  of  March  the  adjutant-general  of 
his  army  came  up  with  him  at  Chabottier  in 
Poitou.  Althoum  harassed  with  unceasing  fa- 
tigue, and  wounded  both  in  the  head  and  hand, 
he  had  still  strength  sufficient  to  escape  into  a 
wood,  supported  by  two  of  his  faithful  followers, 
who  determined  to  share  his  fate,  and  actually 
fell  dead  in  succession  at  his  feet,  covered  with 
Wounds.  On  this  Travot  ran  up,  seized  the  chief, 
and  conducted  him  to  Nantz,  dressed  in  a  short 
green  vest  and  pantaloons,  disfigured  by  blood, 
vrith  his  arm  in  a  scarf,  and  his  cauntenanee  pale, 
'  sickly,  and  dejected.  He  however  beheld  the 
preparations  for  his  execution  with  an  undaunted 
eye.  He  not  only  surveyed  the  soldiers  drawn  up 
to  inflict  upon  him  the  punishment  of  death,  with- 
out shrinkmg,  but  even  refused  to  have  a  band- 
age tied  across  his  face,  and  actually  g^ve  the 
signal  for  his  own  death.  On  the  fall  of  these 
chiefs. all  the  insurgent  departments  readily  sub- 
mitted, and  Hoche,  who  at  Quiberon  had  acquired 
celebrity  as  a  warrior,  was  now  hailed  with  the 
appellation  of  pacificator  of  La  Vendue. 

Undismayed  by  the  conquests  of  the  French 
in  Europe,  the  English  persevered  in  their  inten- 
tion to  capture  all  their  remaining  colonies,  as 
well  as  those  of  their  allies,  between  the  tropics  ; 
and  they  were  now  enabled,  by  their  strength, 
to  obtain  successes  in  that  quarter  unknown  in 
any  former  period  of  the  war.  The  mortality 
that  had  occurred  among  our  troops  in  the  West 
Indies,   and  the    alarming  accounts  that  were 


received  of  the  Exploits  and  intrigues  of  Victor 
Hughes,  rendered  a  new  army  aBisolutely  neces- 
sary in  tiiat  quarter.    A  naval  force,  with  several 
regiments  on  board,  was  therefore  prepared  to 
act  against  the  West  Indian  colonies  of  Holland ; 
and  very  early  in  the  year,  Demerara,  Issequibo, 
and  Berbioe,  were  obliged  to  surrender   to  the 
summons  of  the  British  commanders.    A  disem- 
barkation was  next  efiected  on  St.  Lucia ;  and  the 
enemy  retired   to   Morne-Chabot,    one  of  the 
strongest  positions  of  the  island,  whidi  was  car- 
ried by  the  gallantry  of  a  small  body  under  Gene- 
ral Moore.      Mome-Fortuna  was  next  invested 
and  taken ;    so  that  no  choice  was  left  to  the 
French   but  to  capitulate,    and  two  thousand 
French  soldiers  were  made  prisoners,  the  insur- 
gent negroes  being  all  disarmed,  and  the  island 
ceded  to  Britain.     An  expedition  under  General 
Knox,  to  St.  Vincent's,  undertaken  on  the  35th 
of  May,  was  no  less  successful,  where  the  French 
surrendered  to  the  number  of  seven  hundred ; 
the  dispersion  of  the  Caribbs  immediatciy  fol- 
lowed»    and  peace  was   soon  after  restored  to 
the  settlem^t.    An  attack  was  afterwards  made 
on  Grenada,  which  succeeded  with  little  blood- 
shed.   A  body  of  seven  thousand  troops  arrived 
early  in  the  spring  at  the  Mole  in  St.  Domingo ;  S 
but  the  mortality  of  the  yellow  fever  was  so  g^eat, 
and  the  numbers  of  the  free  blacks  and  mulattoes 
so  formidable,  that  the  war  was  waged  with  few 
advantages  on  our  side.     Toussaint,  with  his  ne- 
gro army,  and  Regaud  at  the  head  of  Uie  mulat- 
toes, maintained  a  fierce,  though  a  desultory  war- 
fieure ;  and  the  British  with  difficulty  retained  their 
extensive  chain  of  posts,  occupyiug  a  stretch  of 
three  hundred  miles  of  coast. 

Determined  not  to  suffer  the  loss  of  the  Cape 
of  CkH>d  Hope,  without  a  struggle  to  reg^ain  that 
important   settlement,   the    Dutch  government 
fitted  out  an  expedition,  consisting  of  two  sail  of 
the  line,  three  smaller  ships  of  war,  and  three 
armed  vessels,  which  sailed  from  Holland  about 
the  middle  of  the  year,  1796,  anchored  on  the  2d 
of  August  in  the  Bay  of  Saldannah.    Just  ait  the 
critical  moment  when  General  Craig,  with  his 
small  army,  was  marching  down  to  tiae  coast)  to 
meet  the  invaders,  they  perceived  a  British  fleet 
of  two    seventy-fours,    five  sixty-fours,  a  fifty 
gun  ship,  and  six  other  vessels,  advanciog  with 
a  fair  wind  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.    The 
English  admiral,  aware  of  his  superiority,  an- 
chored within  cannon-shot  of  the  Dutch  vessels, 
and  sent  a  written  summons  to  their  commander 
to  surrender.    Rear-admiral  Eogelbartus  Lue&s, 
knowing   that    resistance  must   be  unavailing, 
obeyed  the  summons,  and  on  the  17th  of  August 
surrendered    his    whole  fleet  without  firing  a 
shot. 

The  victories  of  France  in  Italy,  the  fame  of 
Bonaparte  among  his  countrymen,  Uie  intracta- 
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ble  spirit  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  arrival  of  a 
body  of  French  under  Genersd  Gazette,  to  co- 
operate with  internal  revolt,  rendered  the  posses- 
sion of  Corsica  no  longer  possible  to  the  British. 
Seizing  on  the  heights  above  Bastia,  the  invaders 
easily  captured  the  garrison  and  city.  Fiorenzo, 
Bonifacio,  and  the  tower  of  Mortella,  were  retaken 
on  the  30th  of  October,  and  considerable  spoils 
fell  Into  the  hands  of  the  victors  on  the  retreat  of 
the  Eliglish  fleet  from  the  adjoining  bay,  and  on  the 
final  evacuation  of  the  island.  But  the  island  of 
Elba,  which  had  been  seized  some  mondis  before 
by  a  detachment  of  our  countrvmen  from  Corsica, 
was  still  retained,  and  formed  an  useful  arsenal^ 
and  a  convenient  station  on  the  Tuscan  coast. 

The  republican  government  of  France,  per- 
ceiving a  crisis  in  the  situation  of  Ireland  more 
favourable  to  the  success  of  an  invasion  than  any 
which  had  occured  since  the  French  revolution, 
seized  that  occasion  to  strike  a  blow  of  no  com- 
mon importance.  Fifteeu  thousand  chosen  troops^ 
under  the  command  of  Hoche,  were  embarked  at 
Brest  on  the  15th  of  December ;  intended  to  act 
on  their  arrival  with  a  body  of  the  disaffected 
Irish,  who  were  known  to  be  considerable  in 
numbers,  and  organized  for  insurrection  by  chiefs 
of  talents  and  intrepidity.  Every  thing  being 
prepared.  Admiral  Villaret-Joyeuse  set  sail  from 
Brest,  with  eighteen  sail  of  the  line,  besides 
frigates  and  transports,  while  the  general  embark- 
ed with  his  staff  on  board  the  frigate  La  Frater* 
nit6.  The  wind  at  first  was  fovourable;  but 
scarcely  had  the  expedition  left  the  outer  harbour, 
when  a  storm  arose  which  dispersed  the  fleet,  and 
senaratin^  the  frigate  which  carried  Hoche, 
obliged  bun  to  escape  into  the  harbour  of  Rochell^ 
after  weathering  a  dangerous  cruise,  and  being 
chased  by  two  British  vessels.  Of  the  whole  fleet, 
only  eight  two-deckers  reached  the  coast  of  Ire- 
land, under  Admiral  Bouvet,  who  appeared  off 
Bantry  Bay,  but  was  forced  from  that  situation  in  a 
few  dayd  by  tempestuous  weather,  and  obliged 
to  return  again  to  France,  without  effecting  a 
landing.  In  this  disastrous  expedition,  the 
French  lost  not  less  than  three  ships  of  the  line, 
and  three  frigates,  from  the  adverse  elements,  but 
ihey  had  the  singularly  good  fortune  to  escape 
Lord  Bridport  and  Admiral  Colpoys,  the  former 
of  whom,  with  a  British  fleet  under  his  command, 
arrived  in  Bantry  Bay  immediately  after  their 
departure. 

During  the  course  of  this  year,  the  remain- 
ing commerce  of  France  was  harassed  and 
diminished  by  tlie  indefatigable  exertions  of  the 
British  Qruisers.  On  the  22d  of  August,  Sir 
John  Borlase  Warren,  with  only  four  frigates, 
the  Pomona,  Artois,  Galatea,  and  Anson,  gal- 
lantly attacked  a  French  squadron,  consisting  of 
one  ship  of  forty- four  guns,  two  of  forty,  one  of 
ihirty-two,  and  one  of  thirty  g^ns,  with  two  armed 
vessels,  not  far  from  the  Saintes,  and  after  dis- 


\ 


/ 


I 


persing  their   convoy,   captured  the  Btoile,  of  BOOK  L 
thirty  guns.  

In  the  Mediterranean,  Captain  Nelson,  on  ^■*'-  ^^"• 
board  the  Agamemnon,  accompanied  by  the  ^"^Ttq^^ 
Meleager^  Diadem,  and  Peterel,  performed  a 
brilliant  exploit  at  Loana,  on  the  25th  of  Aprils 
havine  boarded  and  cut  out  four  French  store- 
shipi^by  means  of  the  boats  of  his  squadron,  under 
the  fire  batteries,  and  amidst  an  incessant  dis- 
charge of  musketry.  This  indefatigable  officer 
also  took  possession,  during  the  month  of  May,  o^ 
several  vessels  laden  with  cannon  and  ordnance 
stores  destined  for  the  siege  of  Mantua,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Oneglia,  fearlessly  boarding  the 
enemy  amidst  the  fire  of  three  eighteen-pounders 
stationed  on  shore,  and  a  fourth  mounted  m  a  gun- 
boat. 

Towards  the  autumn.  Admiral  Duncan  block- 
aded the  Texel,  to  prevent  the  sailing  of  the 
Dutch  fleet,  and  on  the  13th  of  October,  captured 
a  frigate  and  a  sloop  of  war  belonging  to  that 
nation.  Captain  Williams,  of  the  Unicom,  of 
thirty-two  guns,  and  Captain  Martin,  of  the  Santa 
Margarita,  a  ship  of  equal  force,  pursued  and  took 
two  heavy  ingates  of  forty  and  thirty-six  guns, 
called  the  Thames  and  Tribune  :  the  Dryad,  of 
thirty-six  guns,  also  obtuned  possession  of  the 
Pjroserpine,  of  thirty,  twenty-six  of  which  ^re 
eighteen-pounders,  after  a  chase  of  eight  hours^ 
and  a  gallant  action  of  forty-five  minutes. 

Captain  Bowen,  of  the  Terpsichore,  carry- 
ing ttiirty-two  guns,  also  distinguished  himself 
by  the  capture  ofthe  Mihonesa,  a  Spanish  frigate 
of  tihirty-four  guns,  near  Gibraltar :  he  soon  after 
forced  the  Vestale,  a  French  ship,  which  carried 
the  same  number  of  guns  as  bis  own,  to  strike ; 
she  however  escaped  next  morning  into  Cadiz, 
and  was  reclaimed  in  vain. 

But  one  of  the  most  gallant  actions  during 
the  whole  war  was  fought  by  Captain  Trollope, 
in  the  Glatton,  of  fifty-four  guns;  she  had  beenror- 
merly  an  Indiaman,  and  now  carried  earronades 
of  a  large  calibre.  Having,  on  the  16th  of  July, 
fallen  in  with  six  firigates,  accompanied  by  a  brig 
and  a  cutter,  off  HeTvolet,  this  brave  commander, 
undismayed  dther  by  the  number  or  the  force  of 
the  enemy,  bore  down  upon  and  casxie  up  with 
them  late  in  the  evening  ;  and,  notwithstanding 
he  was  surrounded  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be 
attacked  at  the  same  time  on  the  lee-quarter,  the 
weather-bow,  and  the  stem,  so  incessant  and 
severe  was  the  fire  of  his  battery,  that  his  adver- 
saries deemed  it  prudent  to  desist  and  retire. 

Amidst  t^ese  successes,  the  navy  of  Gh*eat 
Britain  did  not  lose  a  single  ship  of  any  force ; 
while,  on  the  contrary,  upwards  of  seventy  sdl 
of  armed  vessels  belonging  to  the  enemy  were 
either  detained  or  capturea  in  the  course  of  this 
year,  among  which  were  five  line-of-battle  sliips^ 
nine  of  forty-four  guns^  and  thre^D  of  forty. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 


Foreign  History  :  Differences  between  France  and  America — Holland  declared  a  Republic^^ 
The  Conspiracy  of  Ihreal — Further  Insurrections  in  R-ance — State  of  the  French  Finances — 
Insurrection  in  the  South — Daring  Attempt  of  the  Jacobins  to  turn  the  Arms  of  the  French 
Soldiery  against  the  existing  Government — State  of  the  Gallican  Church — Synod  of  the  Constitu- 
tional  Bishops — Abolition  of  the  National  Church  in  Holland — Establishment  of  tJie  National 
Institute — Er^Ush  Manufactures  excluded  from  the  Ports  of  the  Continent — Death  of  Catharine 
IL  of  Russia. 


BOOK  I.         THE  new  goTernmeot  of  France  under  the 
._^  directory,  had  scarcely  commenced  its  operations, 
CBAP.XXIII.  when  a  difference   arose   hetween  that  country 
^^-•^v""**^  and  America,  originating^  in  the  treaty  of  amity 
1706      and  commerce  recently  executed  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States.      This    treaty 
was  affirmed  to  discover  a  disposition  altogether 
inimical  to  France,  and  the  provisions^  of  it  to 
be  wholly  incompatible  with  the  faintest  idea  of 
neutrality.     By  the  treaty  of  1778,  still  in  force, 
the«United  Statesmaranteed  to  France  the  pos- 
session of  their  West  India  Colonies ;    but  by 
the  treaty  of  1795,    they  consented  that  even 
supplies  of  provisions  sent  to  those  islands  from 
America  should  be  treated  as  illegal  commerce. 
The  directory,  however,  considered  it  prudent 
to   abstain  from  actual  hostilities,  but  they  re- 
garded the  Americans  in  the  light  of  secret  ene- 
mies, and  made  su<di  depredations  on  their  trade, 
under  various  pretences,  as  almost  amounted  to 
a  commercial  war ;  and  a  directorial  arr^t  was 
]3sued  on  the  3d  of  July,  1796,  expressly  en- 
joining French  ships  of  war  to  observe  tlie  same 
conduct  towards  the  vessels  of  neutral  nations 
as  they  had  hitherto  isuffered  with  impunity  from 
the  English.     Thus  began  that  oppressive  sys- 
tem, by  which  neutral  nations  were  doomea  to 
be  persecuted  in  the  future  progress  of   war, 
under  the  designation  of  Berlin  apd  M ilao  de- 
crees, and  British  Orders  in  Counci).     Towards 
the  close  of  the  sumn^er,  Mr.  Monro,  the  Ame- 
rican Ambassador  at  Paris,  was  recalled  from 
his  embassy,  to  the  great  additional  dissatisfac- 
tion of  the  French  government,  who  refused  to 
receive  his  successor,  Mr.  Pinkney,  in  the  same 
capacity ;  and  M.  Adet,  the  French  resident  in 
Philadelphjia,  potified  to  the  American  govern- 
ment, on  the  ?3d  of  November,  that  the  directory 
had    suspended  bim  from    the  exercise  of  his 
functions.     Such  was  the  situation  of  the  foreigp 
relajtions  of  the  United   States  in  the  spring  of 
1797,  vrhen   Genera)   Washington  resigned  his 
government';  and,  retiring  to  his  paternal  estate, 


on  the  banks  of  the  Potowmac,  again  resumed, 
after  an  illustrious  display  of  public  virtues  and 
talents,  the  character  and  station  of  a  private 
citizen. 

After  long  and  stormy  discussions  between 
the  contending  parties  in  HoUand,  a  national 
convention  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Provinces  met  at  the  Hague  on  the  first  of 
March,  1796,  and  formed  a  constitutiou  on  the 
model  of  the  French  republic.  One  of  the  first 
acts  of  the  new  government  was  to  declare 
war  against  England,  which  had  already  seised 
on  the  principal  part  of  their  colonial  possessions 
in  both  the  eastern  and  western  hemispheres. 

Although  the  public  tranquillity  remained 
undisturbed  at  Paris,  many  of  the  provinces  of 
France  exhibited  at  this  period  scenes  of  the  most 
dreadful  disorder.     The  jacobins,  who   boasted 
Ithat  the  directory  was  of  their  formation,  and 
who  had  hitherto    filled    the    principal    places 
under  government,  were  enraged  at  witnessing 
the  return  of  moderate  and  humane  principles, 
and  they  manifested  their  hostility  by  disturbing 
the  public  tranquillity,  and  exercising  their  power, 
where  they  still  remained  in  office,  in  the  most 
cruel  and  oppressive  manner  towards  their  fel- 
loyv-citizens.     Against  this  sanguinary  faction, 
whose  boldness  increased  in  proportion  to  the 
resistance  they  eneountered,  the  existing  govern- 
ment found  it  necessary  to  declare  decided  hostili- 
ties, and  l^ws  were  enacted  to  punish  with  death 
seditious  assemblies,  that  had  for  their  object 
either  the  establishment   of  ^  royalty,    of  which 
indeed  there  were  few,  or  assemblages  of  groups 
that  sought  to  destroy  the  present  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  to  substitute  in  its  stead  the  democra- 
tic constitution  of  1793,  which  was  in  effect  the 
government  of  Robespierre. 

The  jacobins,  against  whom  these  laws  were 
principally  directed,  and  whose  places  ofasseinbly 
bad  been  shut  up  by  order  or  the  government, 
were  at  length  wrought  up  to  purposes  of  ven- 
geance, and  for  six  weeks   mipours  prevailed 
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of  projected  insurrections,  that  would,  if  accom- 
plished, have  once  more  deluged  the  country 
'with  blood,  and  revived  all  the  horrors  of  the 
early  stages  of  the  revolution  :  and  on  the  night 
o(  the  9th  of  May,  considerable  bodies  of 
cavalry  were  stationed  by  government  in  the 
netefhbonrhood  of  the  Luxembourg  and  the 
Thuilleries ;  while  the  Pont  Neuf  was  strongly 
gruarded  and  prepared  against  sudden  surprise. 
On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  guard  of  the 
directory  and  of  the  legislative  body  was  tripled, 
the  streets  were  patroled,  and  the  gardens  of 
the  Luxenibourg  closed  against  the  populace. 
On  the  same  day,  the  council  of  five  hundred 
received  a  message  from  the  executive  directory, 
informing  them,  that  a  horrible  conspiracy  was 

Krepared  to  burst  forth  the  foHowing  morning  at 
reak  of  day  ;  that  the  design  of  the  conspirators 
was  to  murder  the  executive  directory,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  two  councils,  the  field-officers,  the 
constituted  authorities  of  P&ris,  and  to  deliver 
up  the  city  to  pillage  and  massacre;  that  the 
g^overnment,  informed  of  the  place  where  the 
conspirators  had  assembled,  had  seized  their 
persons,  and  they  added  with  regret,  that  Drouet, 
one  of  the  council,  was  of  their  number.  Among 
the  persons  arrested  with  Drouet  was  Laignelot, 
an  ex-deputy  of  the  national  convention,  and  a 
professed  atheist.  The  others  were  Chasles  and 
Ricard,  both  members  of  the  convention,  and 
well  known  terrorists ;  Babeuf,  once  the  associate 
of  Marat,  giving  himself  the  title  of  *^  Gracchus 
Babeuf,  the  tribune  of  the  people  ;**  Rosignol, 
an  ex-gfeneral  of  La  Vendee,  and  Julien,  the 
confidential  agent  of  Robespierre.  To  these 
desperate  characters  were  aaded  several  others 
of  inferior  note,  and  their  mad  enterprise,  which 
had  for  its  ostensible  object  the  re -establishment 
of  a  government  of  terror,  to  be  administered 
by  the  conspirators,  was  less  a  project  of  revo- 
lution than  of  extermination ;  and  one  idea 
published  in  the  papers  of  the  traitors,  that  of  en- 
gaging the  people  to  commit  such  crimes  as  would 
make  it  impossible  for  them  to  retrograde,  seems 
wrorthy  of  the  infernal  regions.  The  trial  of 
the  conspirators,  from  some  cause,  not  very  satis- 
factorily explained,  was  delayed  for  a  consider- 
able time ;  and  in  the  me4n  while  Drouet  had 
the  good  fortune  to  effect  his  escape,  bat  Babeuf 
and  several  of  his  associates  were  at  length  tried 
by  the  high  criminal  ecFtirt  at  Vendome,  from 
vrhom  they  received  sentence  of  death,  and  their 
execution  followed  immediately  afterwards.— 
Other  insurrections  and  disturbances  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  followed  onP  the  discovery 
of  this  plot,  which  was  popularly  styled  the  coa- 
spiracy  of  Floreal,  but  they  were  all  c^oickly 
suppressed,  and  the  authority  of  the  new  govern- 
ment was,  asr  is  usually  the  oase^  more  firmly 
^tablisbed  by  these  abortive  attempta  at  its  tobHr 
(No.  12.) 


version.     The  jacobins  and  royalists  throughout  BOOK  I. 

France,  joined  in  exclaiming  against  the  tyranny 

of  the  directory,  and  the  former  represent  this  Chap-XXiii* 
plot  as  a  sanguinary  contrivance,  fabricated  to  ^"^iJ^T^ 
intimidate    and    to  destroy    some   of  the  most 
ardent  friends  of  public  liberty,  and  the  best 
friends  of  their  country. 

The  insurgents  of  Floreal  were  no  sooner 
dispatched,   than  the  directory    determined    tO' 
submit  to  the  operation  of  the  law  the  sanguinary 
perpetrators    of   the  massacres    of    September^ 
179*2 ;  and  a  tribunal  was  accordingly  established, 
for  that  purpose,  which  entered  upon  its  func«». 
tions  on  the  26th  of  May,  in  the  present  year. — 
OL  the  great  mass  of  criminals  brought  to  trials 
some  were  executed  and  othei^s  imprisoned,  but 
a  large  majority  of  them  were  acquitted,  princi- 
pally on  the  ground,  that  they  had  been  instiga-* 
ted  to  the  commission  of  their  crimes  iy  others^ 
who  possessed  sufficient  influence  to  screen  them- 
selves from  the  punisliment  due  to-  their  atrocious* 
enormities.    The  trial  of  the  insurgents  of  Ven- 
demiaire  took  place  before  the  same  tribunal,  and 
an  equa)  deface  of  clemency  was  extended  to- 
wards these  offenders,  at  the  head  of  whom  stood 
General  Miranda,  who,  notwithstanding  a  sen- 
tenee  of  banishment  had  been  passed  upon  Mm^ 
was  suffered  to  remain  in  tranquillity  at  Paris. 

The  directory,  having,  as  they  imagined^ 
taken  the  necessary  precautions  against  any 
further  popular  commotions,  cKrected  their  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  of  finance.  The  rapid  decline 
of  the  credit  of  the  as^ignats  bad  rendered  that 
species  of  paper  altogether  useless  ;  and  as  gold 
and  silver,  which  will  never  circulate  freely  with 
depreoialed  paper^  bad  withdrawn  themselvesi 
from  the  intercourses  of  trade,  H  was  judged 
expedient  to  employ  »ome  other  means  to  replace 
the  debased  currency.  To  this  end,  a  lavv 
passed  on  the  2dth  of  March,  to  sell  tlie  remainder 
of  the  national  domains  at  the  estimate  which, 
vras  made  in  1700,  and  which  was  at  the  rate  oC 
about  twenty-two  years  purchase  ;  for  whicb 
property  the  nation  waa  ta  receive  in  paymeM 
a  new  paper  fabrication,  under  the  name  of  man-  ' 
dats,  to  be  issued  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred 
millions  of  livres ;  of  which  part  waa  destined 
to  withdraw  the  assignats-  from  circulation,  at  the' 
rate  of  thirty  for  one,  and  the  public  land» 
remaining  nasold,  were  to  be  mortgaiaped  for  ther 
remainder.  Notwithstanding  tUs  security,  the- 
mendat,  at  its  birth,  lost  one-foarth  of  its  value^ 
nor  did  the  depreciation  stop  here^  for  in  a  very  few 
months,  it  sunk  so  low  a»  not  to  maiataia  a  cur- 
rency of  above  one-fifth  of  the  prioe  affixed  ttpo» 
it  by  the  national  treasney.  la  the  midst  of  thes^ 
difficttltieSy  the  committee  of  finance  now  pfc^e- 
sented  a  report  containing  a  general  stalemeri# 
of  the  paUie  revenue,  from  which  it  appeared^ 
that    the    ezpeaditora   dating    the   last   year 
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BOOK  I.  amounted  to  one  thousand  mitlions  of  IiTres,  and 

"■  that  the  ordinary  annual  revenue  aniounjted  to 

Omp  xxiil  barely  five  hundred  miliions.    To  make  up  this 

^^m^^  enormous  deficiency  various  resources  were  point- 

ed  out,  but  the  principal  expedient  was  to  be 

found  in  the  sale  of  the  church  lands,  in  the  newly 

united  provinces  of  the  Netherlands. 

Marseilles,  so  often  during  the  revolution 
the  scene  of  political  discords,  presented  at  this 
period  a  spectacle  of  horror  and  dismay.  The 
jacobins,  taking  advantage  of  the  period  for  the 
annual  election  of  magistrates,  collected  bsuods 
of  assassins,  who  ran  about  the  streets  with  their 
Becks  and  arms  bare,  armed  with  sabres,  stilettos, 
and  clubs,  exclaiming,  ^  Long  live  the  Moun- 
tain !"  ''  Long  live  the  constitution  of  1793  !'* 
and  having  divided  themselves  into  different 
bodies,  they  took  possession  of  the  halls  where 
the  sections  assembled,  overthrew  the  urns  which 
contained  the  ballots  of  the  citizens,  drove  the 
presidents  and  secretaries  of  the  assemblies  from 
their  places,  and  killed  those  who  made  resist- 
ance. These  dreadful  excesses  were  speedily 
suppressed,  and  the  elections  which  bad  taken 
place  during  their  existence,  were  of  course 
annulled.  About  the  same  time,  and  chiefly  in 
the  Southern  districts  of  the  republic,  the  public 
tranquillity  was  freqnentiv  disturbed  by  the  parti- 
sans of  royaltv,  and  by  fanatics,  who,  under  the 
•rfesagnatiMi  of  societies  of  the  sun,  and  societies 
of  Jesus,  retaliated  vrith  great  severity  on  the 
agents  of.terrerism,  by  whom,  in  the  days  of  revo- 
lutionary government,  they  had  been  severely  per- 
secuted and  oppressed. 

The  jacobins,  defeated  at  Marseilles,  soon 
after  made  another  attempt  to  subvert  the  govern- 
ment at  Parts,  more  violent,  and  more  extrava- 
tnt,  than  the  insurrection  headed  by  Babeuf. 
'he  canop  of  Grenille,  a  plain  on  the  fiouth  side 
of  the  Seine,  between  Paris  and  4lie  hills  of 
Meudon,  stiB  contained  numbera  whom  the  jaco- 
bin leaders  considered  as  their  adherents ;  and 
emboldened  by  the  assurances  of  these  soldiers, 
whom  they  had  gained  over  to  their  party,  they 
formed  the  desperate  determination  to  attack  the 

fovemmenc,'  with  the  assistance  of  the  camp., 
'kese  desperadoes,  to  the  number  of  five  or 
six  hundred,  accordingly  assembled  at  a  tavern, 
at  the  village  of  Vaugirard ;  and  though  their 
ifiteiition  of  visiting  the  camp  was  no  longer  a 
secret  to  the  government,  they  entered  it  at 
midnight,  amidst  cries  of  <<  Long  live  the  con- 
stitution of  1793 !''  <'  Down  with  the  councils  !'* 
^<  Down  with  the  five  tyrants  r  Having  thus 
paodaimed  their  purpose^  they  invited  the  sol- 
diers to  fratenuxe,  to  |^  rid  of  thehr  chiefs^ 
and  to  inarch  under  the  banners  ei  freedom  to 
glory  and  to  empire*  The  act  of  rebellion  being 
BOW  complete,  a  party  of  troops,  appoiiited  to 
that  duty  by  the  government,  did  4iotilelay  to 
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execute  the  punishment  due  to  the  temerity  of  the 
insurgents ;  and  the  most  forward  of  them  were 
immediately  put  to  the  sword  or  shot ;  while  the 
remainder,  confounded  and  dismayed  by  this  novel 
species  of  fraternity,  fled  in  all  directions.  Num- 
bers made  their  escape,  but  ooe  hundred  and 
thirty*two  of  them  were  taken  prisoners,  and 
soon  after  tried  by  a  military  commission.  Of  this 
number,  the  majority  were  released  ;  but  the  rest 
having  been  for  the  most  part  members  of  tlie 
revolutionary  committees,  were  condemned  to 
death  or  banished,  according  to  the  characters 
they  had  formerly  maintained.  At  the  head  of 
this  preposterous  <;onspiracy  were  three  ex-repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  and  three  discarded 
generals,  all  of  whom  were  executed,  and  it  was 
generally  supposed  that  Drouet  himself  was  of 
Uie  number  of  the  insurgents. 

The  directory,  acting  upon  a  more  tolerant 
and  enlightened  system  of  policy  than  their  pre- 
decessors in  power,  judged  it  expedient  to  annul, 
the  unjust  and  sanguinary  decrees,  directed  not 
merely   against  the  ecclesiastical  officers  of  the 
Gallican  church,  but  also  against  the  civil  and 
political  rights  of  the  clergy;  and  though  a  de- 
tailed account  of  the   persecutions   sufiered  by 
this  body,  in  the  early  periods  of  the  revolution, 
would  form  a  new  martyrology,  yet  it  may  not 
be  improper  in  this  place  to  take  a  brief  retro- 
spect of  the  most  prominent  of  the  rigorous 
enactments  to  which  they  became  subject,  under 
the  successive  governments  of  the  constituent  as- 
sembly, and  the  national  convention : — ^The  former 
of  these  assemblies  having  declared,    that  the 
estates  of  the  clergy  were  the  property  of  the 
nation,  and  that  the  ministers  of  the    church 
were  the  servants  of  the  state,  equally  with  the 
civil  functionaries,  decreed,  on  the  22d  of  July, 
1790 — ^^'That  the  bishops,    and  newly  elected 
vicars,  should  take  an  oath  to  watch  over  the 
people  intrusted  to  their  care — ^to  be  faithful  to 
the  nation,  the  law,  and  the  king — and  to  sup- 
port with  all  their  influence  the  constitution  de- 
creed  by    the    assembly,   and  accepted  by  the 
sovereign,"    This  oath  was  afterwards  extended 
to  ecclesiastics  of  every  description  j   to  pro- 
fessors of  seminaries  and  colleges ;  to  chaplains 
of  hospitals  and  prisons ;  and  .to  all  who  were 
concerned  in    the   duties  of  public  instruction. 
Hence   arose  the  distinction  oetween  constitu- 
tional and  non-jurinff  priests,  the  latt^  of  whom, 
regarding  the  interference  of  the  state  with  the 
concerns  of  the  church  as  a  sacrilegious  violation 
of  religion,  chose  rather  to  resign  their  functions, 
than  to  yield   obedience  to  a  secular  power  in 
things  spiritual ;  while  the  constitutional  priests, 
less    scrupulous,  found  no  difficulty  in  taking 
the  prescribed   oath.     Such  of  the  clergy  as 
refused  to  take  the  oath,  and  who  were  a  very 
numerous  body,  were  immediately  deprived  of 
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their  offices,  and  their  places  were  filled  up  with 
the  constitutional  priests,  who  were  not  less 
numerous.  The  inhabitants  of  some  of  the 
western  departments  of  France  warmly  espousin*^ 
the  interests  of  the  non-juring  clergy,  that  part 
of  the  kingdom  soon  became  the  resort  of  the 
discontented,  and  to  this  cause,  more  perhaps 
than  to  any  other,  may  be  traced  the  intestine 
War,  which  so  long  raged  with  almost  inextin- 

(fuishable  fury  in  La  Vendue.  The  assembly,  no 
oDger  satisfied  with  depriving  the  clergy  of  their 
livings^  passed  a  still  more  rigorous  decree 
against  this  body,  in  the  month  of  May,  1702, 
which  decree  the  king  refused  to  sanction  by  his 
authoritv,  and  this  refusal  is  recorded  as  one  of 
the  leading  causes  of  the  abolition  of  monarchy 
in  France — an  event  which  took  place  on  the  10th 
of  August  following. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  in  the  same  year,  it 
was  decreed,  that  every  Frenchman  receiving 
pension  or  salary  from  the  state,  should  be  held 
to  have  abdicated  bis  office,  if  he  did  not^  within 
m  week  from  the  publication  ef  the  law,  take  an 
oath  *^  to  maintain  liberty  ViXiA  equality ^  or  to  die 
in  tbeir  defence  :^*  this  decree  was  followed  by 
another,  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  directing 
that  all  priests  who  had  refused  the  constitutional 
oath,  or  after  having  taken  had  retracted  it,  should 
depart  forthwith  from  the  French  territory  on  pain 
of  imprisonment;  and  by  another  law,  passed 
on  the  17th  of  September,  all  such  emigrants 
were  prohibited  from  residing  in  any  country  at 
war  vnth  the  French  republic. 

The  con'vMtion,  on  succeeding  the  legisla* 
tive  body,  were  too  much  occupied  in  the  first 
months  of  their  session,  to  pursue  this  system 
df  persecution ;  but  on  the  23d  of  April,  1793, 
they  foimd  leisure  to  decree,  that  all  ecclesias- 
tics, regular  and  secular,  who  had  not  taken  the 
oath  to  maintain  liberty  and  equality,  should  be 
banished  to  Guiana,  not  to  return  on  pain  of 
death ;  «nd  this  penalty  was  extended  to  all  those 
priests,  whom  six  eitisens  of  the  same  canton 
should  accttse  of  incivism — a  crime  which,  as  it 
ttCTer  was  defined,  might  be  fixed  upon  any 
ecclesiastic,  who  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to 
incur  the  hostility  of  six  of  his  parishioners. 
This  was  followed  by  a  law,  confirming  the 
punishment  of  death  against  all  banished  priests 
who  should  venture  to  return  to  their  country — 
against  all  who  should  evade  the  law  by  con* 
tinuing  in  France — against  all  who  should  give 
them  shelter — and  even  against  those  aged  and 
infirm  persons  of  the  clerical  orders  who  had 
been  cast  into  prison,  because  they  were  unable 
to  banish  themselves.  These  tyrannical  edicts,  the 
forming  of  which  had  been  preceded  by  number- 
less arrests  and  imprisonments,  were  proclaimed 
on  the  mangled  bodies  of  the  unfortunate  Tic- 
timsy  who,  in  various  parts  of  the  republic,  fell 


a  sacrifice  to  the  savage  and  inhuman  fury  of  the  BOOK   h 

party,  known  in  France  by  the  name  of  Septem 

briseurs,  or  men  of  the  second  of  September,  Cbap.xxiu. 
The  success  of  the  conspiracy  of  the  31st  of  Mav,  ^^'^^^^T*^^ 
in  the  year  1793,  completed,  as  we  have  already  1^^^ 
seen,  the  overttirow  of  all  religion  in  France, 
and  eyery  form  of  Christianity  was  swallowed  up 
in  the  cheerless  gulf  of  atheism.  After  the  fall 
of  Robespierre,  the  convention  became  less  hos* 
tile  to  religion,  and  while  they  declared  that  the 
republic  protected  no  exclusive  mode  of  worship; 
nor  allowed  salaries  to  any  of  its  ministers ;  they 
decreed  penalties  against  such  as  should  disturb 
the  people  in  the  exercise  of  their  religion,  and 
authorized  the  different  communes  to  make  use 
of  the  churches,  requiring  only  from  the  minis- 
ters  of  religion,  a  declaraUon  before  the  muni- 
cipality, of  their  submission  to  the  laws.  Thus 
encouraged,  the  non-juring  priests  resumed  the 
exercise  of  their  functions,  and  an  attempt  made 
by  the  council  of  five  hundred  to  revive  the  law 
for  the  banishment  of  refractory  priests,  was 
rejected  by  the  council  of  elders. 

Although  the  persecutions  against  the  priest* 
hood  had  not  altogether  ceased,  a  few  constitu- 
tional bishops  assembled  in  a  kind  of  synod,  in 
the  spring  of  the  year  1705,  to  examine  the  stata 
of  the  desolated  French  church,  and  to  take  mea* 
sures  for  the  re-establishment  of  ecclesiastical 
discipline,  and  the  restoration  of  public  worship. 
Lamenting  the  persecutions  to  which  the  church 
had  been  subject  during  the  reign  of  terror,  and 
which  they  considered  as  the  most  violent  that  bad 
ever  been  directed  against  its  holy  institutions, 
they  beheld,  as  they  stated,  in  the  final  separa- 
tion which  had  taken  place  between  the  church  and 
the  state,  the  means  of  destroying  those  abuses 
and  evils  to  which  this  incorporation  had  giTcn 
rise;  and  they  regarded  the  present  »ra  of  the 
revolution  as  aflbrding  a  favourable  opportunity 
for  restoring  religion  to  its  original  punty^  deli- 
vered from  political  influence,  and  having  no 
other  relation  with  government,  but  the  recipro- 
cal  interchange  of  submission,  fidelity,  and 
attachment,  for  justice,  safety,  and  protection. 
And  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  introduc* 
tion  of  innovations  into  the  church,  and  main*  ' 
taining  the  union  of  their  religion,  this  assembly 
published  a  provisionary  code,  or  declaration  of 
taitb,  founoied  upon  the  maxims  which  had 
hitherto  been  adopted  by  the  Galilean  church. 
By  this  declaration,  the  pope  was  admitted  to  be 
the  visible  head  of  the  church ;  and  the  whole  of 
the  doctrinep  taught  by  the  apostolie  and  Roman 
church,  dcpned  by  the  cecumenioal  councils,  as 
explained  '^y  Bossuet,  were  adopted  as  the 
standard  or^tholic  bdief.  In  the  goYcmment 
of  the  chura|Uhe  authority  of  episcopacy  was 
the  comer  ston|^^  as  being  of  divine  ongin,  and 
the  bond  of  uniuii  among  the  different  churcbes^ 
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BOOK  I.  as  the  supremacy  of  the  holy  see  \?as  the  common 

centre  of  Catholicism ;  aud  as  the  hierachy  was 

CuAF.xxiii.  declared  to  he  recognized  by  divine  right,  inde- 
^^-'T^^T^  pendent  or  congregational  assemblies  were  ex- 
'       pressly  condemned. 

The  synod  next  proceeded  to  the  examination 
of  the  clergy,  who  had  in  various  ways  fallen  off 
from  the  faith  during  the  storm  of  revolutionary 
persecution.  The  marriage  of  priests,  and  the 
laws  respecting  divorce,  were  subjects  of  their 
severest  reprehension  ;  and  the  crime  of  laidsm^ 
which  they  defined  to  be  the  usurpation  of  the 
priestly  oilice  by  the  unordained,  bore  in  their 
estimation  the  double  character  of  error  and 
sacrilege.  In  a  second  epistle,  published  about, 
the  epd  of  the  year,  these  constitutional  bishops 
avowed  that  the  government  of  the  christian  church 
is  spiritual — that  its  distinguishing  characteristic 
is  charity — that  the  obedience  it  demands  is  con-^ 
formable  to  reason — that  it  was  committed  to  all 
the  apostles,  and  resides  in  the  body  of  bishops, 
and  that  though  the  Bishop  of  Rome  holds  the 
first  place  in  the  community,  his  claim  to  the  title 
of  universal  bishop  is  without  foundation. 

In  all  the  controversies  that  took  place 
between  the  conformists  and  non-conformists, 
who  were  now  called  dissenters,  the  government 
viery  wisely  abstained  from  taking  any  part,  but 
apprehending  tliat  these  feuds  might  endanger 
the  public  tranquillity,  the  executive  power 
issued  an  order  for  the  dispersion  of  a  second 
synod  assembled  at  Versailles,  in  the  month  of 
March,  in  the  year  1706. 

It  was  not  in  France  alone  t)iat  religious 
establishments  sunk  in  the  vortex  of  revolution. 
The  Dutch  republic,  with  a  censurable  precipi- 
tancy, without  waiting  for  the  sanction  of  a  con- 
stitutional law,  abolished  their  protestant  national 
church,  and  decreed  that  henceforth  the  state 
should  defray  the  expense  of  no  form  of  public 
worship,  nor  pay  salaries  to  any  of  its  ministers, 
except  indemnities  to  such  as  might  suffer  by 
the  present  reform. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  directory,  a  grand 
literary  and  scientific  association,  bearing  the 
appellation  of  the  National  Institute,  was  at 
this  period  formed  in  Franee. .  The  first  public 


meeting  of  this  learned  body  was  held  in  the 
great  ball  of  the  Louvre,  on  the  4th  of  April, 
1796,  when  the  president  of  the  directory,  in  the 
presence  of  the  ambassadors  and  ministers  of 
Spain,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Prussia,  Tuscany, 
and  Holland,  with  a  vast  assembbige  of  specta- 
tors, delivered  a  speech,  in  which  he  declared  it 
to  be  the  stedfast  purpose  of  government  to 
revive  the  drooping  arts,  and  to  shield  both 
learning  and  liberty  from  all  the  attacks  of  fero- 
cious anarchy. 

Although  everv  power  in  Europe  had  felt  in 
a  greater  or  a  less  degree  the  force  of  the  Frendi 
arms,  or  the  diplomatic  influence  of  the  republic  ; 
England  had  hitherto,  except  in  the  unfortunate 
campaigns  under  the  Duke  of  York,  and  the 
accumulation  of  her  public  debt,  suffered  com* 
paratively  little  inconvenience  from  the  war. — 
Various  had  been  the  plans  of  annoyance  against' 
this  country  projected  by  the  French  govern- 
ment, but  all  bad  hitherto  been  delayed,  or  set 
aside  as  inadequate  or  impracticable,  till  it  was 
at  lengUi  suggested,  that  the  most  effectual  mode 
of  opposing  England  with  advantage,  was  to 
attack  her  commerce,  by  shutting  out  h^  manu- 
factures from  every  port  in  Europe  subject  to 
French  controul,  or  under  French  influence. — 
This  new  species  of  hostility  was  carried  into 
execution  with  as  much  dispatch  as  the  jarring 
interests  of  the  continental  powers  would  allow, 
and  British  manufactures  soon  found  no  legal 
entrance  into  any  pert  on  the. continent,  from 
the  Elbe  to  the  Adriatic,  with  the  exception  only 
of  the  ports  of  the  Hans  Towns,  of  Portugal 
and  of  Russia, 

Towards  the  close  of  the  present  year,  the 
confederacy  against  France  lost  another  of  its 
members,  in  the  person  of  Catharine  II.  Em- 
press of  Russia,  whO)  on  the  evening  of  the  6th 
of  November,  was  numbered  among  the  dead. 
This  extraordinary  woman  terminated  a  life  of 
sixty-seven  years,  and  a  reign  of  forty-four,  in 
a  fit  of  apoplexy,  attended  with  an  extravasatioi^ 
of  blood,  and  was  found  on  the  morning  preced- 
ing her  death  in  an  almost  lifeless  state,,  stretched 
on  the  floor  of  her  private  closet,  speechless  and 
insensible.* 


*  The  character  of  this  princess  will  be  best  collected  from  the  records  of  her  eventTwl  life.  The  means  by  wbicli  she 
ascended  the  throne  are  too  w^ll  known ;  they  are  written  in  blood :  and  bear  that  hideous  character  by  which  the  voice  oP 
God  and  nature  has  designated  the  most  flagrant  of  haman  offences.  Yet  if  ambition  prompted  her  Crimea,  it  most  m  can- 
dour be  allowed,  that  wanton  cruelty  was  not  one  of  her  fices.  Unfortanately  for  Uie  woiid  ambid^n  in  aovcreifns  Is  oaat^ 
moniy  a  most  fruitful  source  of  misery  to  8ubiecta»  sod  the  blood  which  was  shed  by  Catherine^  during  a  reign  of  almost 
imiuterrupted  warfare,  to  extend  her  dominions,  alreadv  too  extensive,  bears  a  most  decided'  testimony  to  the  natural  or 
habitual  depravity  of  her  heart.  To  accomplish  her  ends,  she  seldom  hesitated  about  the  meaosy  aodr'  her  conduct  towarda 
Poland,  and  more  esppcially  towards  the  unfortunate  king  of  that  country,  will  leave  upon  her  memory  an  indelible  stain. 
Yet  thoagrh  her  authority  was  absolute  and  despotic,  as  that  of  her  predecessors  had  been,  she  usually  employed  her  autho- 
rity in  domestic  concerns  for  the  benefit  of  her  subjects;  in  this  piirsmt  she  civilized  her  pf^ople^  reduced  their  law#  to  a  ittrn- 
lar  system ;  and  accomplished  many  of  the  improvemeots  begun  by  her  iUustriooa  psedeceasor^  Peter  the  6rea(.  She  eolti-* 
vated  philosophy  without  suffering  it  to  restrain  her  passtons  or  check  her  irregular  propensities ;  and  her  thirst  of  amorous 
gratifications  was  as  strong  as  her  lust  of  power,  but  it  was  much  less  pernicious  to  society.  tJpon  the  whole,  though  she 
was  unqiiestionablv  a  very  immoral  womayi,  and  a  sanguinary  sovereign,  yet  her  memory  wiH  long  be  eherisbed  by  the- 
RussiBira  as  one  of  the  best  of  their  princes.  In  her  throne  slie  waa  sttoc^eded  by  her  son,  the  finmerer  Paul,  whose 
character  will  be  collected  from  the  future  pages  of  this  history » 
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The  events  of  the  present  year,  though  of 
a  checquered  character,  sufficiently  proTea  that 
the  contest  which  had  now  for  five  vears  raged 
in  Europe,    and    desolated    some  of  its  fairest 

Erovinces,  was  drawing  to  a  crisis.  Already 
ad  the  coalition  formed  against  republican 
France,  exhibited  striking  symptoms  of  decay. 
Some  of  the  powers  originally  united  in  the  con- 
federacy had  withdrawn  from  the  contest,  and 
sunk  into  a  state  of  neutrality,  while  others  had 


actually  gone  over  to  the  ranks  of  the  enemv ;  BOOK  1. 
and  Austria,  who  alone  remained  to  sustain  the  ■■■ 

contttst  on  the  continent,  had  suffered  so  exten-  Cba^xxii?. 
sively  in  her  military  means  during  the  past  cam-  ^"""Tto^ 
paign,  that  it  required  very  liUle  political  saga-      ^ '^ 
city  to  foresee  that  the  emperor  most  avul  himself 
of  the  first  favourable  opportunity  to  follow  the 
example  placed  before  him  by  soverrigns  of  iJi** 
ferior  constancy. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Campaign  of  1707 :  Attempts  to  raise  the  Siege  of  Mantua  frustrated'^Signal  Defeat  of  the 
Austrian  Armf — Fallof  Maniuu — Entrance  of  the  French  into  the  Ecclesiastical  States — Cor-- 
respondence  betvpeen  his  Holiness  the  Pope  and  General  Bonaparte — Treaty  of  Tolentino — War 
carried  into  the  Hereditary  States  of  Austria-^Critical  Situation  of  the  French  Amnf — Corres^ 
pondence  between  the  French  Commander  and  the  Archduke — The  Emperor  accepts  the  Proposal 
tonegodate — Suspension  of  Arms — Treaty  of  Leoben — Campaign  on  the  Rhine — Conquest  of 
the  Venetian  Territory  by  the  French — Subversion  of  the  Gacemments  of  Venice  and  Genoa^^ 
Peace  <f  C0mpo  Formio — Bonaparte  returns  to  Paris*^Retrospect  of  the  Military  Mofvements 
of  the  Six  Years'    War— Charts. 


THE  imposing  events  of  the  last  campaign 
had  fixed  the  attention  of  all  Europe  upon  the 
plains  of  Italy ;  and  while  the  French  republic 
rang  with  the  fame  of  her  youthful  chieftains  the 
house  of  Austria  was  unremitting  in  her  exertions 
to  strengthen  her  army  in  Italy,  the  command 
of  which  was  stiU  retained  by  the  unfortunate,  but 
by  no  means  disgraced  Alvinzi.  Accordingly, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year  1797,  that  ge* 
neral  was  enabled  to  take  the  field,  at  the  h^ad 
of  fifty  thousand  well  appointed  troops,  and  a 
formidable  train  of  artillery,  by  means  of  which 
he  did  not  despair  of  being  able  to  chase  the  re- 
publicans beyond  the  Alps,  and  to  circumscribe 
the  dominions  of  France  within  the  limits  pre- 
scribed to  them  by  nature. 

General  Alvinzi,  having  formed  the  determin- 
ation to  raise  the  blockade  of  Mantua,  by  a 
rapid  march  through  Castello  Nuovo,  and  Val- 
legio,  attacked  and  carried  the  French  position 
on  the  7th  of  January ;  the  imperial  commander 
then  suddenly  passed  the  Brenta,  stormed  the 
town  of  Cortona,  which  had  been  fortified  with 
great  care,  and  obliged  a  body  of  troops,  under 
the  command  of  Joubert,  to  fall  back  upon 
Rivoli.  Bonaparte,  who  had  been  for  some  time 
at  Bologna,  was  no  sooner  apprised  of  this  new 
and  unexpected  irruption,  than  he  repaired  to 
the  heights  of  San  Marco,  and  made  such  judi- 
cious dispositions,  that  Alvinzi,  who  expected 
an  easy  conquest,  soon  found  himself  surprised 
and  defeated. 

iNo.  IS.) 


In  the  mean  time,  the  village  of  San  Martino 
was  repeatedly  seized  and  retaken  by  both  armies^ 
and  the  event  of  these  operations  still  remained 
doubtful,  when  General  Joubert,  whose  horse  had 
been  killed  under  him,  rallying  some  battalions 
of  infantry,  which  had  given  way,  overtook  the 
Austrians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rivoli ;  white 
Berthier,  making  a  charge  with  the  cavalry, 
obliged  them  to  retreat  with  precipitation  to  the 
heights  of  Cortona. 

On  the  14th  of  the  same  month,  four  thou- 
sand troops,  which  had  been  posted  between 
theAdige  and  the  lake  of  Garda,  to  cut  off  the 
retreat  of  the  French  towards  Verona  and 
Pescliiera,  were  constrained  to  lay  down  their 
arms ;  but  notwithstanding  these  adverse  events. 
General  Provera,  who  had  advanced  with  the  left 
wing  of  the  Austrians,  found  means  to  pierce  the 
division  commanded  by  Augereau,  and,  having 
crossed  the  Adige  at  Anguiari,  forced  General 
Guieux  to  retreat.  He  then  advanced  towards 
Mantua,  and  although  pursued  by  Augereau, 
summoned  General  MioUis,  who  commanded  the 
armjf  that  invested  that  fortress,  to  surrender. 
Receiving  no  answer  but  from'  the  mouth  of  the 
cannon  of  the  French  batteries,  and  finding  it 
impossible  to  raise  the  blockade,  he  made  an 
ineffectual  attack,  during  the  same  night,  on  the 
post  called  the  Favorita,  in  which  he  was  as- 
sisted by  a  vigorous  sally  en  the  part  of  Field- 
marshal  Wurmser,  but  the  garrison  being 
obliged  to  retire,  and  Provera  finding  it  impos-^ 
X  X 
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BOOR   I.  aible  to  enter  the  eity,  he  and  Us  troops  were 
under  the  painful  necessity  of  surrendering^  to  the 
besi^ers.     While  one  wing  of  Alvinzi^s  army 
was  ditts  obliged  to  capitulate,  the  general  him- 
self fled  with  the  greatest  precipitation,  and  was 
pursued'  by  Massena   ana  Joubert,   who,  after 
overtaking  him  and  defeating  him  at  Carpenedo 
and    Ariao,  seized  on  Bassano  and  Trent,  ob- 
tdned  possession  of  all  his  artillery,  and  obliged 
this  commander,  who  had  within  this  very  month 
commenced  the  campaign  so  brilliantly,  to  fly 
across  the  mountains,  at  the  head  of  a  few  fugi- 
tives.   The  result  of  these  sanguinary  battles, 
which  continued  for  four  successive  days,  was 
stated  by  the  directory  to  be  ^^  twenty  thousand 
Austrians  taken  prisoners,   among  whom  were 
three  generals,  and    all    the   battalions  of  the 
Vienna  volunteers ;  six  thousand  of  the  enemy 
killed  or  wounded,  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
twenty-fonr  stand  of  colours  taken.      All  the 
enemy *s  baggage  seized,  Svith  a  regiment  of  hus- 
sars, and  aSb  whole  of  the  convov  of  grain  and 
oxen,  which  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Austrians 
to  throw  into  Mantua.'*    As  the  directory  pre- 
^  dieted  in  the  same  communication,  the  capture  of 
the    important  fortress  of  Mantua    (an   event 
which  followed  on  the  M  of  Febraary)  crowned 
the  labours  of  the  army  of  Italy.    The  gallant, 
but  unfortunate  Wurmser   had   made  frequent 
aalUes,    with    various    auooess,    but  at  length 
this  siege,  which  is  said  to  have  cost  the  French 
twenty-twoy   and   the   Austrians    no   less  than 
twenty- four  thousand  men,  was  terminated  by 
famine  rather  than  by  the  sword ;  for  on  the 
entrance  of  the  French  army  into  the  city,  they 
found  that  the  horses  of  the  troopers  had  been 
wholly  devoured  by  such  of  the  garrison  as  sur- 
vived the  numerous  conflicts  without  the  walls. 

Immediately  on  the  fall  of  Mantua^  Bona- 
parte published  a  proclamation  to  his  army,  in 
which  he  stated,  that  they  ^'  had  proved  victori- 
ous in  fourteen  pitched  battles,  aad  in  seventy 
engagements;  that  they  had  taken  from  the 
enemy  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  prisoners, 
five  hundred  field-pieces,  and  two  thousand 
large  cannon ;  that  the  contributions  rsised  in 
the  countries  conquered  by  them^  had  supported^ 
maintained,'  and  paid  the  army,  during  the  whole 
campaign;  while  thirty  millions  of  livres  had 
been  sent  to  the  minister  of  finsmce,  for  the 
increase  of  the  public  treasure  :^'  and  after 
glancing  at  their  achievements  against  the  Kings 
and  Princes  of  Italy,  he  declared  it  to  be  his  iaten  - 
tion  to  carry  the  war  into  the  hereditary  states  of 
Austria,  and  requested  them  to  recollect,  ^'  that  it 
was  liberty  they  were  about  to  present  to  the  Hua- 

farians,  whose  sovereign  had  disgraced  himself, 
y  submitting  to  be  in  the  pay,  and  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  England.'^ 

In  the  mean  time,  the  papal  see,  which  had 


relied  with  the  most  implicit  confidence  oa  the 
success  of  the  Austrians,  was  menaced  with  sud* 
den  ruin ;  for  Bonaparte,  on  the  day  preceding 
the  capture  of  Mantua,  had  published  a  proclama- 
tion, in  which,  after  reproaching  the  holy  father 
with  subterfuge   and  perfidy,  he  declared  the 
armistice  to  be  at  an  end,  recalled  the  French 
minister  from  Rome,  and  threatened  all  those  who 
opposed  the  progress  of  the  republican  columns 
with  the  most  exemplary  vengeance.    Ofiers  of 
security  and  protection  were,  however,  held  out 
to  the  peasantry,  and  even  the  priesthood  was 
invited  to  persevere  in  its  pious  labours  ;  but  it 
was  intimated  to  the  latter,   ^^  that  it  must  act  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  precepts  of  the  gospel, 
and  not  intermeddle  in  secular  aflbirs.*' 

These  denunciations  were  not  uttered  in  vain  ; 
for  General  Victor,  in  the  course  et  the  very- 
next  day,  entered  the  town  of  Imola,  and  beheld 
the  pontifical  army  intrenched  alonf  the  banks 
of  the  Setria,  with  the  left  wing  at  Uafliano,  the 
centre  at  Faenca^  and  the  right  at  Lugo.  At  six 
o'clock  on  the  succeeding  morning  his  advanced 
guard  arrived  in  presence  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
defended  by  numerous  redoubts,  and  a  formida- 
ble train  lof  artillery ;  but  their  chief  reliance  was 
placed  in  the  sacred  promises  of  the  sovereign 
pontiffl 

The  invaders  immediately  marched  against 
Faeaza^  and  finding  that  the  fugitives  had  shut 
the  gates,  that  the  alarm-bell  was  rung,  and  that 
a  furious  multitude  appeared  ready  to  defend 'the 
ramparts,  they  assaulted  the  city,  on  the  3d  of 
February,  and  ascended  its  walls  by  means  of 
scaling  ladders4 

The  piqial  army,  scarcely  brokm,  immedi^ 
ately  abandoned  the  fertile  plains  of  Romagna, 
and  took  refuge  on  the  summits  of  the  Apennines, 
towards  the  sources  of  the  Amo  and  the  Tiber ; 
the  towns  of  Cesena,  Forli,  and  Ravenna,  on 
this  submitted  in  succession,  liie  whole  march 
of  Ancona  also  acknowledged  the  triumph  of  the 
three-coloured  ensign,  which  was  now  displayed 
from  the  U^  of  ti^e  holy  chapel  of  Loretto; 
while  the  votive  ofierings  of  kings,  popes,  and 
emperors,  becdme  the  prey  of  an  unbelieving 
soldiery. 

Having  thus  subdued  all  the  ecclesiastical 
provinces  situated  between  the  Adriatic  sea  and 
the  Apennines,  several  French  columns  were 
detached  into  the  mountains,  in  pursuit  of  the 

Entifioal  troops ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  days 
acerata,  a  town  within  forty  leagues  of  Rome^ 
had  become  the  head-quarters  of  the  republican 
army.  In  the  mean  time  the  most  alarming  com- 
motions prevailed  in  that  capital ;  and  when  the 
French  general  arrived  at  Tolentino,  and  began 
to  establish  a  republican  form  of  government,  his 
holiness,  apprehensive  lest  he  should  march  to 
the  seat  of  government^  at  length  determined  to 
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neg^Ociate.  He  accordingly  dispatched  feur  pleni- 
potentiaries) consisting  of  two  ecclesiastica  and 
two  laymen*,  with  a  Tetter  to  Bonapartef  writ- 
ten with  his  own  hand,  in  which  he  promised  to 
subscribe  to  any  reasonable  conditions  he  might 
be  inclined  to  impose.    The  Tiotorioas  Corsican 
was  doabtless  flattered  bv  the  compliments  of  a 
Tenerable  ponttfl^  whom  he  had  been  taught  to 
consider  as  the  head  of  that  religion  in  the  tenets 
of  which  he  had  been  educated,  and  in  his  reply 
expressed  his  p^feet  esteem  and  veneration  for 
his  holiness ;   yet,  notwithstanding  the  mntual 
compliments  that  passed  upon  this  occasion,  the 
conditions  eiiacted  from  Fius  VI.  by  the  treaty 
of  Tolentino,  executed  on  the  90th  of  February, 
were  by  no  means  calculated  to  give  satisfaction 
to  the  court  of  Rome.    By  this  treaty  his  holiness 
was  now  obliged  to  renounce  all  claim  to  Avignon 
and  the  Yenaissin,  to  retinquish  the  three  lega- 
tions of  Bologna,  Ferrara,  and  Romagna;    to 
furnish  the  statues,  pictures,  and  treasure,  stipu- 
lated in  the  fprmer  convention  ;  and  to  pay  the 
sum  of  fifteen  millions  of  livres  towards  the 
expenses  of  the  war. 

The  recent  and  brilliant  successes  of  the 
Archduke  Charles  against  the  conqueror  of 
Fleurus  had  impressed  all  Germany  with  the 
most  fovourable  opinion  of  his  genius  and  valour ; 


and  the  court  of  Vienna  abready  imagined  that  BOOK   L 
this  young  hero  was  destined  to  restore  their  ■ 

wonted  superiority  to  the  imperial  arms  in  Lam-  9*^^'^* 
bardy.  His  highness  ^B^as  nearly  of  the  same  age  iVor 
as  the  French  general ;  both  of  thmn  testified  a  ^  ^ 
similar  passion  for  glory,  and  an  equal  ebntempt 
ef  danger ;  but  the  former  had  to  oembat  against 
troops  accustomed  to  vanquish,  while  the  latter 
had  to  lead  those  troops  against  an  army  princi- 
pally composed  of  newly  raised  battalions.  It 
was  not  without  great  difficulty  that  Francis  II. 
was  enabled  to  recruit  his  army;  for  the  Hunga- 
rian levies  had  nearly  all  perished  in  the  plains  of 
Italy,  and  a  large  jportion  of  the  youth  of  Yienaa 
had  either  been  taaen  prisoners,  or  eut  off  by  the 
sword  of  the  eaemy.  A  great  and  last  effi»rt  was 
however  made,  and  to  a  considerable  body  of 
recruits  were  added  several  divisions  of  that 
victorious  army,  at  the  head  of  which  the  arch- 
duke had  combated  during  the  jprecedine  year  in 
Suabia  and  Franconia.  Sueh  formidabb  prma- 
rations  determined  the  directory  to  send  a  number 
of  the  battalions  eantoned  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
Rhine  into  Italy,  to  encounter  the  very  same  war- 
riors with  whom  they  had  before  fought  in  the 
midst  of  the  Bla(^  Forest.    ' 

The  Austriaas,  on  their  arrival,  were  formed 
into  an  army  as  before,  between  the  Taglifunento 


*  Cardind  Mathei,  Monsigiior  Galeppi,  the  Duke  Loois  Bnsehi,  his  nephew^  and  the  Bffar^is  Camillo  l^fassoiio* 

t  "  Pope  Pros  VI. 

**  Dear  son,  health  and  apostolic  benediction* 
**  BesiriDg  to  termiaate  amioibly  our  differences  with  the  French  republic,  by  the  retreat  of  the  troops  which  you 
command,  we  send  and  depute  to  you,  as  our  plempoteatiaries,  two  ecclesiastics,  the  Cardioal  Mathei,  who  is  perfed% 
known  to  you,  and  M.  Galeppi ;  and  two  seeutars,  the  Duke  Don  Louis  Braschi,  our  nephew,  and  tke  Marauis  Gaiam 
Massimo ;  who  are  infested  wiUi  our  full  powers,  to  concert,  promiae,  and  subscribe,  snen  ooniKtioBS  as  wa  hope  will  be 
just  and  reasonable,  Migmff  ourselres,  under  oiu'  fiddi  and  word,  fo  approve  and  ratify  them  in  fljpedal  Ibrm,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  falid  and  inTiolable  in  all  future  tfcne.  Assured  of  the  sentiment  of  good*wiU  which  you  have  maai* 
fested,  (we  have  abstsined  from  removing  any  things  from  Rome,  by  which  you  will  be  persuaded  of  the  entire  confidence 

.    We  conclude  l>y  assuring  you  of  our  most  perfect  esteem,  and  presenting  ywat  with  the  paternal ' 


"  Pius,  P*  P.  VI." 


which  we  repose  in  you 
apostolic  benediction. 

<*  Given  at  St.  Peter's,  in  Rome,  the  I2th  of  February,  1797, 
"  the  22A  year  of  our  pontificate.*' 

'*  Bonaparie^  General  in  chirfofiht  army  ofltafy^  to  hii  HoUneu  the  Pope. 

**  Hemi-quMHen  at  TotoKsso,  1  VetUoie^  6th  year. 

<<  Most  holy  father, 

**  I  ought  to  thank  your  holiness  for  the  obliging  things  contained  in  the  letter  which  yon  have  taken  the  trouble  to 
write  to  me. 

' '  Tbe  peace  between  the  French  republic  and  yonr  holiness  is  just  signed :  I  felidtale  mysdf  in  beiag  able  to  contribals 
to  your  personal  safety. 

**  I  intreat  your  holiness  to  guard  against  the  persons  now  at  Roma,  who  are  sold  to  the  courts,  die  enemies  of 
peace,  or  who  suffer  themselves  to  be  guided  exclusively  by  the  passion  of  hatred,  which  the  loss  of  temtory  naturally 
engenders. 

<'  Europe  knows  the  pacific  inctmadon,  and  the  virtttes  of  your  hoMaess.  The  Frsndi  repablk  wiU  be  one  of  the  tniest 
friends  of  liome. 

**  I  send  my  aide-de-camp,  chief  of  brigade,  to  eknress  to  vour  holiness  the  perfect  esteem  and  veneration  which  I  hare 
for  your  person,  and  to  entreat  you  to  confide  in  the  oeaire  which  I  have  to  give  you^  on  every  occasion,  the  respect  and 
veneration  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

'*  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  Bonaparte." 
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BOOK  I.  and  the  Piara ;  while  Ihe  French,  who  occupied 
— — •  the  right  bank  of  the  latter  river  and  the  left 
CHA>.xxrv.  border  of  the  Arisio,  were  prepared  to  oppose 
^jm"^  their  progress. 

Three  g^and  movements  were  now  ordered 
to  take  place,  in  consequence  of  which  General 
Massena  advanced  to  Feltri,  on  the  24th  of 
February,  while  General  Serrurier  crossed  the 
Piava  in  front  of  the  village  of  Vidore,  and  General 
Gttieux,  who  commanded  the  right  wing,  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as  Sacile  along  the  gread  road  troiil 
Vicenza,  to  Palma  la  Nuova.  The  enemy, 
already  obliged  to  act  on  the  defensive,  retired  at 
their  approach;  having  crossed  the  Tagliamento, 
and  cut  down  the  bridges  behind  then,  they 
threw  up  intrenchments  which  extended  from  the 
passes  of  the  mountains  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  Belgrado,  and  prepared  to  dispute  the  pas- 
sage of  that  river. 

While  Massena,  with  his  division,  was  em- 
ployed in  the  pursuit  of  one  part  of  the  imperial 
forces  amidst  the  fastnesses  wliich  separate  the 
dominions  of  Venice  from  the  Tyrol ;  the  left  of 
the  French  army,  under  Joubert,  Delmas^  and 
,  Barraguay-D'Hiliiers,  was  ordered  to  penetrate 
along  the  Adige  into  Carinthia,  and  thus  create 
a  diversion  in  favour  of  the  main  body. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  commander-in-chief 
appeared  on  the  banks  of  the  Tagliamento,  the 
deep  and  impetuous  current  of  which  would,  at 
anv  other  period,  have  presented  a  most  formi- 
dable barrier ;  but  the  aiminished  stream  could 
then  be  easily  forded,  in  consequence  of  the 
severity  of  the  frost  in  the  mountainous  regions. 
Taking  advantage  of  this  fortunate  circumstance, 
he  immediately  ordered  General  Guieux  to  cross 
at  one  of  the  fords,  so  as  to  advance  against  the 
right  of  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  while  the 
troops  which  had  arrived  from  the  Rhine  should 
execute  the  same  ojperatiou  in  a  different  quarter. 
On  the  16th  of  March,  Duphoz,  at  the  head 
of  one  division,  and  Murat,  in  presence  of  another, 
precipitated  themselves  nearly  at  the  same  time 
into  the  water,  and  ffained  the  opposite  bank, 
where  the  French  iumntry  was  repeatedly,  but 
ineffectually,  charged  by  the  Austrian  horse, 
whom  they  received  without  flinching,  on  the 
points  of  their  bayonets ;  but  it  was  principally 
to  the  murderous  fire  of  their  artillery  that  the 
republicans  were  indebted  for  this  day's  victory^ 
as  the  cannon  were  stationed  so  as  to  shower 
down  such  terrible  and  incessant  discharges  of 

£  rape-shot  on  the  foe,  that  all  opposition  soon 
ecame  inetfectaal.  The  imperialists,  however, 
still  presented  an  undaunted  front,  fearless  of 
danger  and  of  death ;  but  no  sooner  had  General 
Guieux  penetrated  to  the  village  of  Cainin,  where 
the  archduke  had  established  his«  head- quarters, 
than  they  fell  into  disorder,  and  fled  towards  the 
mountains,  abandoning  a  large  portion  of  artil- 


lery and  baggage,  the  towns  of  Palma  la  Nuova, 
Civita  di  Friuli,  Udina,  Gemma,  and  all  the 
Venetian  territory,  as  far  as  the  confines  of 
Upper  Cariuthia,  and  Camiola,  to  the  mercy  of 
the  enemy. 

In   the   mean   time   General  Joubert  had 
penetrated  to  the  banks  of  the  Arisio,  where  be 
engaged  the  Austrians ;    and  after  a  long  and 
bloody  action,  during  which  he  took  four  thou- 
sand prisoners,  obtained  possession  of  the  bridge 
of  Neumark,   with  an  intention  of  cutting    oflT 
the  enemy*s  retreat  towards  Bolsana.    A  second 
battle,  equally  unfortunate,  was  fought  soon  after 
at  Trames;    however,  General   Laudohn,    who 
was  well  acquainted  with  this  mountainous  re- 
gion, contrived  for  some  time  to  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  the  invaders,  at  a  pass  of  the  Eisach ; 
but  at  length  the  light  infantry  were  fortunate 
enough  to  scale  a  precipice,  whence  they  rolled 
immense  masses  of  rock  on  the  opposing  column, 
and  their  centre  being  pierced,  and  one  of  their 
flanks  turned,  nearly  at  the  tame  time,  the  whole 
of  the  artillery,  which  consisted  of  eight  pieces, 
with  fifteen  hundred  soldiers;  fell  into  the  power 
of  the  republicans.  After  this,  the  invaders  took 
possession  of  Brixen,  in  which  were  found  im- 
mense magazines. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  division  under 
Massena,  pursuing  the  centre  of  the  retreating 
army,  seized  on  me  fort  of  Chiusa,  forced  the 
bridge  of  Carasola,  and  at  length  reached  Tar- 
vis,  a  town  built  on  the  summit  of  a  mountain ; 
while  Bemadotte,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of 
grenadiers,  took  possession  of  Gradisca,  the 
capital  of  the  Frioul.  The  capture  of  diis  city 
rendered  the  French  masters  of  all  the  Austrian 
possessions  from  the  Alps  to  the  sea.  Goritz 
submitted,  without  making  the  least  resistance ; 
Trieste,  the  only  port  in  the  Adriatic  appertaining 
to  the  emperor,  followed  its  example ;  and,  while 
scaling  the  Norick  Alps,  still  covered  with  snow, 
Bonaparte  endeavoured  to  conciliate  the  minds 
of  the  inhabitants  by  proclamations,  in  which  he 
declared  that  the  French  armies  were  fighting  for 
peace,  and  that  they  would  not  fail  to  extend  pro- 
tection to  the  peaceable  Tyroleans. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  archduke,  who  had 
reUred  to  Clagenfurt,  perceiving  that  a  division 
of  his  army  was  in  danger  of  being  surrounded 
by  two  columns  of  the  enemy,  sent  a  strong 
body  of  troops,  on  the  S6th,  against  Massena, 
who  commanded  one  of  them;  in  consequence 
of  a  phenomenon  not  unusiial  in  a  mountainous 
country,  a  battle  was  literally  fought  upon  this 
occasion  above  the  clouds,  and  the  Austrians 
were  again  beaten,  and  pursued  by  the  French 
cavalry,  first  across  hills  covered  with  snow,  and 
at  last  along  the  ice.  A  few  days  after  this,  the 
same  general  fell  in  with  a  detachment  of  the 
imperialists    already  alluded  to;    and,  after  a 
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slight  eaffagement,  seized  qm  all  the  henry  artil- 
li^ry,  and  nearly  the  wbple  of  the  baggage, 
lielonging  to  the  army  of  Lis  highness.  mit 
Ihe  career  of  success  did  not  stop  here  ^  for  th« 
whole  of  the  French  army  being  now  put  in  mo- 
tion, arrived,  on  the  30lh  of  M«rcb,  in  the  eapi* 
tal  of  the  duchy  of  Carinthia,  where  the  cotiN 
Bsander- in -chief  of  the  Austrians  had  established 
bis  head  quarters  previous  to  Us  retreat  along 
Hie  hanks  of  the  Muer. 

Notwithstanding  Bonaparte  had  beaten  die 
Austrians  in  six  different  engagements,  and 
destroyed  one  half  of  their  army,  during  a  cam- 
paign that  had  lasted  only  twenty-one  days,  his 
situation  was  critical  and  aIaFmii>g,  The  natives 
of  the  mountainous  districts  wore  attached  by 
liabit  to  the  dominion  of  the  house  of  Austria  ^ 
and  the  oiFer  of  liberty,  which  exhibited  so  many 
cbarros  to  the  fascinated  ifihabitaQls  of  the 
Tallies,  possessed  but  few  blandishments  for  a 
peo|»le  whose  patriarchal  manners  were  aer  yet 
undebased  by  tyranny,  while  they  were  still 
protected  br  tJieir  poverty  £rom  tlie  nrisepies  of 
fiscal  oppression.  The  nulnerous  defiles  of  thosd 
dreary  regions ;  the  marked  enmity  of  the  pea^ 
santry  ;  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplier;  the 
danger  of  being  surrounded,  like  Moreau,  otf 
nearly  cut  oif,  like  Jourdan ;  all  these  considersb- 
ttons  operated  powerfully  on  the  mind  of  the 
conqueror,  and  he  found  it  necessary  for  his  own 
glory,  and  e? en  for  tite  preservation  of  his  avmy,. 
to  affect  the  language  of  moderation.  The 
French  general  accordingly  addressed  a  letter 
to  his  rival,  in  which,  after  lamenting  the  miseries^ 
of  a  war  which  had  already  desolated  Euro))e 
during  six  years,  he  inquired  whether  he  was 
desirous  to  merit  the  title  of  <^  the  ben^actor  of 
mankind,  and  the  saviour  of  Germany,^  by 
accepting  overtures  of  peace  ? 

The  archduke,  in  his  answer,  assured  Gene«« 
ral  Bonaparte  of  ^^  his  distinguished  considera^ 
tion  and  esteem,^  but  he  exhibiteil  no  syioptome 
of  eagerness  to  comply  witb  his  invitation ;  oo 
the  coirtrary,  he  stated,  <*  that  he  was  not  in*- 
trusted  with  any  power  on  the  part  of  his 
imperial  majesty  to  treat,  and  that  he  could  not 
enter  into  any  negociation  whatsoever." 

Thinking,  by  the  tenor  of  this  reply,  that 
kin  highness,  now  encamped  with  his  troops 
along  the  summits  of  the  Noriek  Alps,  was 
averse  to  peace,  the  French  general  again  put 
hin  army  in  motion  on  the  2d  of  Aprily  and  the 
advanced  posts  of  the  enemy  were  attacked,  uid 
attempted  to  be  carried  by  the  bayonei :  on  this 
Ae  commander-in-chief  of  the  imperialists 
poshed  forward  eight  battalions  of  the  grena- 
diers who  had  taken  fort  Kehl ;  and  idthougli 
the  fight  infantry  had  gained  all  the  rock  to  the 
right  and  left  of  the  Austrians,  and  the  other 
troops  assailed  then  at  the  same  time- in  front, 
(No.  13.) 
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yet  tftey  continued  to  maSntaiii  tiie  position  until  BOOK  L 
ni^t,  when  they  retired,  leaving  Newmark  and  —— 
Judenburg  in  possession  of  the  assailants.  CBAP.xxtv. 

The  invadbre  had  now  ttaveraed  Ae  southerA 
chain  of  the  Alps  ;  and  Bonaparte,  v»ho  had  by 
this  time  arrvved  witUn  thirty-five  leagues  of 
Vienna^  threatened  to  cpos»  the  northern  rai^ge, 
and  plant  the  three-coloured  standard  in  the 
eapital  of  the  emperor.  The  emperor,  listening 
at  length  to  Ae  voice  of  his  people,  vesolved 
to  treat  about  the  conditions  of  peaee;  and 
Bonaparte,  who  had  now  learned  that  the  senate 
^Venice  was  encouraging  an  insurrection  among, 
the  Italians  in  bis  rear,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Tyrol  had  risen*  in  a  massy.  that  Oenerat 
Lmidohn  had  retaken  Botoen  and  Brixen,  and 
that  Moreau  and  Hoehe  had  not  yet  passed 
Mie  Rhine  for  the  purpose  of  marchinjg  along, 
tfie  eastern  extremity  of  Bavaria:  to  his  assis* 
tance,  readily  complied  with  the  inviutionb 
lUeotenant-general  the  Count  de  Bellegarde^ 
and  Major-generaKMorveldt,  the  imperial  pleni-i- 
potentiaFies,  aicoerdittgly  repaired  to  his  head- 
quartei^  at  Leoben,  en  the  Olbr  and  after  a  short 
interview,  ]iresented  a  note  in.  the  nameof  Francis* 
IL  to  which  Bonaparta  returned  a-  suitable- 
answer.  A  suspension  of  arms  for  nine  days* 
immediately  followed  j  and  on  the  IBtfa  of  April,, 
a  preliminary  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  the 
Castle  of  BckenwaU,  in  Styria,  which  has  since 
been*  knowi^  by  the  appellation  of  the  treaty  of 
Leoben^  and  whicb  served  a»  the* foundation  of 
the  definitive  treaty  of  Campo  Fermio. 

The  campaign-  on  the  Rhine,  tiiough  by  no» 
meaAs'dMtitute  of  impertant  events,  was  so  much* 
eclipsed  by  ihe  military  transactions  on^  the  side- 
of  Italy,  as  to  attract  but  little  attention.  The 
directory)  acting"  upon-  the  principle  of  never 
storing;  aft  unfortnnatsr  general  to  remain  at  tho 
head  of  their  armies^  had  removed  Jourdaoh 
from-  his-  comtaMmd,.  and  coined  the  command  of 
the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Mouse  to  General 
Ho<Ake.  Early  in^the  spring,  this  general*  passed 
the  Rhine  at  Mulheim^  and  attaeked  the  Austrian 
iotrenehments  on  the  banks  of  the  Lahn,  witb^ 
considerable  success,  pursuing  the  Austrian  army 
Under  the  command  of  Gienefal  Wemeck^  to  the- 

Sites  of  Frankfort.  In  the  meaa  time  General* 
oreau,  that  celebrated  chief,  who  had  acquired 
a  greater  portioa  of  public  eoaAdence  by  his^ 
military  retread  that  he  could  have  obtained 
from  ao  uniform  succession  of  victories,  passed 
the  Rhine  in  the  vicinity  of  Stvasburg,  but  not 
mthout  a  formidable  resistance  from  the  Austrian 
artillery.  On  obtainii^  the  German  bank  of  that 
river;  which  had  so  often,  during  the  contest  beea 
defiled  witb  blood,  a  fierce  and  bloody  conflict 
ensued,  in  wlnah  the  Austrians  werein  theend 
repulsed,  and  the  Fort  of  Kehl  (stilL  lying  im 
ruiosy  with  the*  A^urtrian  paA  <rf  dyrtUler^,  and 
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BOOK  I.  seT€^al  thousand  prisooers,  £ell  into  the  hands  of 

«.i.— -—  the.  republicaiis.     The  Austrian  army,  on  this 

CuAnXXiv.  discomfiture,  retreated  with  precipitation  towards 

^*^C^gZ^  the  Danube ;  and  at  the  moment  when  Moreau 

i¥as  preparing  to  achieve  new  triumphs,  he  re-* 

oeired  a  courier  from  Bonaparte,  announcing  the  . 

signature  of  the  prelimtnary-<4;reaty  of  peace,  near 

X^ben. 

While  the  array  under  General  Bonaparte 
were  engaged  in  the  defiles  of  Styria,  and  had 
left  b^hindihem  their  principal  military  establish- 
ments in  Italy,  where  a  small  number^of  battalions 
alone  remained,  the -aristocracy  of  Venice,  acting 
upon  the  supposiiii^  ^'  that^it  appertained  to  the 
^4iou  of  »St*  Mark«4;o<yerify  the.  proverb,  that  Italy 
was  destined  to  beoome  the^omb  of  the  French,*' 
exhibited  the  most  hostile  indications.  Taking 
•advantage  of  passion  week,  4hey  armed  forty 
thousand  peasants,  to  which  were  -added  ten 
regiments  of  Sclavonians,  with  a  view^o  inter* 
rupt  the  communications  .between  the  French 
army  and  their  resources.  To  this  cause  of  com- 
]3latnt  4hey  .  added,  according  to  a  proclamation 
issued  by  the  French  general,  from  Palma  Nuoira, 
on  the  13th  of  May,  additional  provocation,  by 
assassinating  all  die .  republicans  in  Verona, 
several  officers  in  Padua,  and  murdering  two 
hiMKlred  French  soldieFs,  by  the  poailurd,  in  the 
neighbourhood -of  MantuA.  J^ritated  to  the 
highest  degree  by  these  r^epeated  and  decbive  acts 
«f  hostility,  the  French  general  hastened  to  avail 
himself  of  the  >  overwhelming  foroe  placed  at  his 
disposal  by  the  treaty  of  Lieoben  ;  and  accordingly, 
Augereau,  at  the  head  of  twenty-five  thousand 
men,  marched  into  Venice,  and  seizing  on  the 
arsenal  and  forts,  demanded  at.  the  same  time  the 
three  inquisitors, .  and  ten  principal  members  of 
the  senate,  accused  of  having  instigated  their 
countrymen  to  the  assassination  of  'the  French 
soldiery.  In  a  few  days,  a  democratical  raunici- 
pcdity  was  installed  ;  the. islands  in  the  Adriatic 
were  €ubdtted  by  the  navy  that  had  hitherto  pro« 
tected  them  ,*  and  the  members  of  the  government, 
finding  neitlier  commiseration  nor  respect  from 
the  people,  were  happy  in  being  allowed  to  retire 
from  their  native  country. 

vin  Genoa  also  the  nobles  were  friendly  to 
the  Anatrian  cause,  but  the  people  were  attached 
to  the  French  interests,  and  desirous  of  a  popular 
government.  Bonaparte,  in  consequence,  soon 
after  the  revolution  4}(  Venice,  established  ^a 
democratical  government  in  Genoa ;  but  as  the 
nobles  had  never  shown  an  active  hostility,  and 
made  no  raateriti^lresistanoe  to4he  change,  they 
escaped  exactions. 

Meanwhile  the  ^negoeiation  between  the 
French  republic,  and  his  majesty  the  Emperor  of 
the  Romans,  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 
proceeded,  and  on  the  17th  of  October,  1797, 
the  definiUve  tre^iy  was  signed  on  tiie  pai^  of 


the  two  governments,  at  Campo  Formio,  near 
Udina.  By  this  treat  y  (he  emperor  ^  ^  renoui^ced 
for  himself  and .  hk  successors,  in  favour  of  the 
French  republic,  all  his  rights  and  titles  to  the 
Austrian  Netherlands;^^  ^and  consented  that  the 
French  republic  should  possess  in  full  sovereignty 
the  ^  ci-devant  Ven^ian  islands  of  the  Levant—- 
via^  *  Corfu,  Zante,  <7ephalonia,  St.  Maure^ 
Cerigo,  and-the  other  islands  dependent  thereon^ 
together  with  Butrinto,  Larta,  Vonizza,  and  in 
general  dll  the  Venetian  -^establishments  ia 
Albania.  And  '^  the  French  republic  consented 
that  the  emperor  -should  possess  in  full  sove- 
reignty, Istria,  Dalmatia,  the  Venetian  islands  ia 
the  Adriatic,  the  mouths  of  the  Castaro,  the 
city  ^f  Venice,  the  Venetian  canals,  and  the 
countries  lying  between  the  hereditary  states  of 
his  majesty  the  emperor  and  the  Adriatic  sea  ;^* 
his  majesiy  thcetDperor  acknowledging  ^^the 
Cisalpine  republic,  founded  on  the  union  of  the 
Cispadane  and  Transpadane  "commonwealths,  as 
an  mdependent  power,  which  republic  composed 
the  ci-devant  Austrian  Lembardy,  the  Berga- 
mesque,  the  Brescian,  the  Cremonesque,  the 
VeneUan  states  to  the  east  and  south  of  the 
Legner,  the  Modene6e,theprincipdity  of  Massa, 
and  of  Carara,  and  the  three  legations  of  Bo* 
logna,  Ferrara,  and  Romagna,^*  This  treaty- 
was  immediately^romulgated,  but  fourteen  secret 
articles,  highly  important  in  tlieir  nature,  were 
for  a  time  concealed.  By  one  of  these  it  was 
agreed  ^n  the  part  ot  the  emperor,  to  use  his 
influence,  ^^that  the  French  republic  should,  by 
the  peace  to  be  concluded  with  the  German  em- 
pire, retain  as  its  boundary  the  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
from  the  confines  of  Switzerland,  below  Basle^ 
to  the  branching  of  the  Nette,  above  Andernach,. 
including  the  head  of  the  bridge  of  Manheim, 
the  town  and  fortress  of  Mentz,  and  both  banks, 
of  the  Nette,  from  whence  that  river  falls  into  the 
Rhine,  to  its  source  near  Bruch.'*  His  imperial 
msyesty  also  agreed  to  use  his  good  offices,  to 
obtain  for  France  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Rhine,  the  Moselle,  and  the  Meuse  \  while  oa 
the  other  hand,  the  republic  was  to  endeavour  to 
acquire  for  the  house  of  Austria,  the  archbishoprio 
of  Saltzburg,  and  port  of  the  circle  of  Bavaria  : 
and  the  fortresses  of  Mentz,  Ehreubreitstein, 
Philipsburg,  Manheini,  Konigstein,  Ulm,  and 
Ingolstadt,  were  to  be  evacuated  by  the  imperial 
troops  in  the  course  of  twenty  days. 

Bonaparte,  having  thus  '^  conquered  a  con- 
tinental peace,"  returned  toParis,  on  the  20th  of 
November,  where  he  Was  hailed  with  the  most 
rapturous  applause  by  the  people,  and  received 
with  every  possible  mark  of  consideration  by  the 
government.  But  many  of  the  Italians,  and  not 
a  few  of  the  French,  were  disgusted  with  the 
fate  of  Venice,  where  the  people,  instead  ef 
being  freed  from  the  dMiiaion  of  an  arbitrary 
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gOYernment,  merely  traosferred  their  servitude  by 
a  chaoge  of  masters.      And  all  Europe  beheld 

"with  wonder*  and  astonishment,  the  emperor 
secretly  sacrificing  the  interests  of  Germany  to 

'his  own  security,  and  openly  stipulating  for 
indemnities  from,  the  dominions  of  an  ally,  which 
bad  been  devoted  to  destruction  in  consec^uence 

•^  of  its  attachment  to.  the  common  cause. 

The  close  of  the  first  revolutionary  war  on 

^  the  continent  calls  for  a-  short  retrospect  of  the 

>  operations  of  the  armies,  and  the  annexed  charts 
of  the  scene  of  operations  in  France,  Holland, 
Germany,  and  Italy,  will  afibrd  the  requisite 
fafccilities  for  tracing  those  movements,  which  in 
their  result  fixed  for  the  present  the  new  limits  of 
the  continental  powers. 

The  campaign  of  1702  was  opened  by  the 
armies  of  France,  then  fighting  under  a  limited 
monarchy,  and  their  first  operations  being  di- 
rected against  the  Austrian  Netherlands,  they 
possessed  themselves,  without  afiy  formidable  re- 
sistance, of  Courtray,  Ypres,  Menin,  and  some 
other  places  of  minor  importance ;  but  these  con- 
quests were  of  short  duration,  for  the  allied 
armies,  under  the  Duke  of  Brunswick,  penetrating 
into  the  interior  of  France,  took  possession  of 
Longwy,  Verdun,  and  Stenay,  and  interposed 
between  the  French  army  and  tlieir  capital. — 
France  now  became  a  republic,  and  her  inha- 
bitants, animated  to  the  highest  degree  of  martial 
enthusiasm,  poured  immense  levies  into  the  field, 
which,  rolling  back  the  tide  of  victory,  obliged 
the  allies  to  surrender  back  Longwy  and  Verdun, 
and  to  retire,  in  the  most  deplorable  state  of 
famine  and  dysentery,  into  Austrian  Flanders, 
while  the  French  General  Dumouriez,  continu- 
ing to  advance  as  the  enemv  receded,  took 
possession  of  Spires,  Worms,  and  even  of  Frank- 
fort ;  and  after  an  arduous  struggle  on  the 
•heights  of  Gemappe,  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
conquest  .of  the  Netherlands. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1793,  the  French 
^republic  having  declared  herself  at  war  with  the 
King  of  England,  and  the  Stadtholder  of  the 
Seven  United  Provinces,  the  campaign  was 
opened  bv  an  irruption  into  Holland,  and  the 
fortress  of  Williamstadt  was  beseiged  by  the 
republicans,  who  soon  after  found  it  necessary 
to  retreat  to  Cond6  before  the  successful  armies 
of  their  adversaries,  under  General  Clairfayt 
and  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  to 
the  latter  of  whom  the  fortress  ef  Valenciennes 
speedily  surrendered.  The  fortune  of  war,  no 
lender  propitious  to  the  allies,  forsook  his  royal 
highness  in  bis  unsuccessful  attack  upon  Dunkirk, 
which  proved  decisive  of  the  eampaign  in  that 
quarter,  and  the  French  having  now  again  become 
the  assailants,  seized  upon  the  important  stations 
of  Wervrick  and  Fumes.  On  the  Rhine,  the  cam- 
paign terminated  in  the  allies  retreating  across 


that  river,  while  on  the  side  of  Spain  and  Italy^  BOOK  I. 
the  war  was  prosecuted  with  various  success.    •     ■ 

The  allies,  in  the  mean  time,  had  relaxed  no  Chap-XXTt; 
efforts  to  arrest  the  hand  of  disaster,  and  the  cam-  jtoj 
paign  of  1794  opened  with  a  force  on  the  part  of 
England,  Austria,  and  Holland,  amounting  to  one 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  thousand  efficient 
troops.  The  French  force  collected  on  the  fron- 
tier was  found  altogether  inadequate  to  oppose 
an  army  of  such  vast  magnitude,  and  it  was  not 
till  the  allies  had  advanced  into  the  heart  of 
f*rance,  and  again  possessed  themselves  of  a 
number  of  her  bulwarks,  that  the  troops  of  the 
enemy,  swelled  as  their  numbers  were  by  the 
levy-en-masse,  could  arrest  the  victorious  career 
of  the  invaders.  The  victory  of  Fleurus,  hovr- 
ever,  was  one  of  those  decisive  events,  which  so 
frequently,  in  the  course  of  the  war,  had  served  to 
revive  the  shattered  hopes  of  the  republicans ;  and 
the  combined  forces  now  again  retreating  in  all 
directions,  left  the  cities  of  Bruges,  Tournay, 
Mens,  Brussels,  and  Namur,  without  protection. 
The  Duke  of  York,  participating  in  the  unex- 
pected disasters  of  the  campaign,  retreated  from 
Tournay  to  Renaix,  through  Brussels,  into  Hol- 
land, and  after  sustaining  with  unshaken  con- 
stancy all  the  disasters  of  an  unsuccessful  cam- 
paign in  a  northern  climateand  during  a  rigorous 
winter,  placed  the  shattered  remains  of  his  dis- 
pirited armjf  on  the  right  side  of  the  river  Waal, 
while  the  persevering  enemy,  favoured  by  the  ele* 
ments,  passed  with  facility  over  the  ice-bound 
rivers  of  the  United  Provinces. 

The  campaign  of  1795,  less  prolific  in 
important  events  than  those  of  the  preceding 
years,  opened  by  the  French  taking  possession  of 
Luxembourg,  Dusseldorff  and  Sianheim,  but 
as  if  it  had  been  determined  that  the  result  of 
every  campaign  on  the  German  and  French 
frontier  should  be  at  variance  with  its  commence* 
ment,  the  French  were  afterwards  obliged  to 
raise  the  siege  of  Mentz  and  Manheim,  the  latter 
of  which  was  retaken  by  the  imperialists,  whose 
ardour  seemed  to  rise  in  proportion  to  the  diffi- 
culties of  their  situation,  ana  who  sustained  the 
war  with  untarnished  glory,  although  abandoned 
by  Prussia,  Spain,*  and  Tuscany,  and  no  longer 
supported  on  the  continent  by  British  co-opera- 
tion. On  the  other  hand,  in  Italy,  so  soon  to 
become  the  principal  theatre  of  hostilities,  success 
still  attended  die  arms  of  France,  and  the  pos- 
session of  Pietre,  Loana,  Finale  and  Vado, 
acquired  during  the  present  campaign,  opened 
the  barriers  of  the  Alps,  and  exposed  the  Italian 
states  to  the  future  incursions  of  the  repub- 
licans. 

During  the  campaign  of  1796,  General 
Bonaparte,  now  appointed  to  the  command  ef 
the  army  of  Italy,  by  a  series  of  the  most  brilliant 
suecessesy   advanced  from  the  plains  of  Pied^ 
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BOOK  I.  naont  to  the  states  of  Mantua,  while  the  French. 
■  armies  on  the  Gennan  fcontier,  under  Generals 

CtoXXiv.  ^reau  and  Jourdan,.  having  advanced  from  the 
^^f^2^^  Shine-  to  the  I>aniihe,   Were  anrested  in  tibei» 
^^^      prQgress  of  victory,  and  compelled  by  the  Arch- 
duke Charles   to   seek   safety  with  diminished 
numbers  on  the  w eslerA  side  of  the  Rhine. 

In  the  campaign  of  1797,  BontqMirte,  pur- 
suing his  victorious  career,  triumphed  over  the 
ajrcbduke  in  Italy,  and  penetratiiig  through  the 
d^ftles  of  the  Tyjrolinto  Styria,  advanced  to  within 
sixty-eight  miles  of  the  capital  of  the  German 
empire ;  here  the  preliminarv  articles  of  peace 
were  signed,  on  the  18th  of  April,  1797,  and  the 
sword,  which  had  been  first  drawn  in  the  month 


of  May,  1792,  and  which  for  six  successive 
years  had  desolated  continental  £urope,  was 
partially,  but  by  no  means  permanently  restored 
to  the  peaceful  scabbardw 

In  the  midst  of  these  nijitary  events  on  the 
continent,  the  power  of  great  Britain  was  felt 
in  the  distant  regions  of  Asia  and  America,  and 
the  colonial  possessions  of  her  enemies,  both  in 
the  east  and  the  wesi^  were  made  to  acknowledge 
her  sway ;  while  her  natural  bulwark,  the  ocean, 
at  once  secured  her  native  dominions  from  the 
attacks  of  her  enemies,  extended  the  range  of 
her  commercial  greatness,  and  administered  ts^ 
her  naval  renown* 


r 
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CHAP.  I. 


ISfAVAL  Campaign  op  1797 ;  Battle  off  Cape  St.  Vincent — Battle  off  Caw^erdotvn^-^apture  rf 
Trimidad-^Unsuccessfid  Attack  on  Porto  Rico — Failure  of  an  Attempt  to  capture  the  Island  of 
Tener^e-^DescetU  on  the  Coast  of  Waks^The  Invaders  made  Prisoners  of  War. 


THET  opetatioM  of  confederated'  powenr 
during  the  present  xwr,  were  doomed  to  misfor- 
tuue,  and  the  disasters  which  attended  the  com- 
bined  armies  of  Austria^  Prussia^  and  Great 
Britain,  on  the  continent,  were  not  more  signal 
than  those  which  awaited  the  combined  navies  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  on  the  oc^an. 

The  Spanish  monarch)  so  recently  the  ally,^ 
had  now  become  the  enemy  ^  England ;  and  the 
French  repubKc,-  having  at  their  di^osal  the 
navy  of  Spain,  a»  well  as  that  of  Holland,  pro- 
posed to  their  confederates,  that  the  greatest  part 
of  the  Spanish  navy  should  siul  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year  1797,  to  Brest,  where  b^ing joined 
by  the  French  ships  of  wai^  in  that  pcK^  they 
sliould  afterwards  form  a  junotioa  with  the 
Dutch  fleet,  and  tiiati  this  armada,,  then  swelled 

*  SPANISH  FLEET. 

This  Fleet  oompKbeoded 

One  Sbip    called  Saatisftitna  TVinidada,  comiaaiided  by 
Admiral  Don  C^rdovs,  of  186  goat  j 


•tt 


••• 


Six  of 

Two  of 

Eigfhteen  of 

Exdttsire  of  Twelve  Frigates  of 


••• 


•t* 


•••• 


••• 
••• 


Gunt, 
...     112 
S4 
74 
34 


••• 
••• 


Kaiitissima  Trinidada 

Conception         

C6nde  de  Reg^a 
Sahad'fT  del  Mundo 
Name  unknown         •. 
^an  Josef   „. 
Name  unknown 
San  Sicolai 
Name  unknown 
Oriente 
Oloriote     ..• 
Atlantt        ... 
Conquestador 
Soberana    ... 


••• 


•t« 


... 


••• 
... 


•  ta 


Gum. 

136 

112 

112 

112 

112 

112 

112 

84 

84 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 


••• 


Ship$*  Name$, 
Firmc 
Pdazo 
Sao  Genaro 
Sab  ndephonso 


••« 


••• 


••• 


••* 


••« 


OUMS. 

74 
74 
74 

74 


San  Juan  Nepomncino      74 
San  Francisco  de  Paula    74 


San  Yiidoro 
San  Antonio 
San  Pank> 
Kan  Firmin 
Neptnaa 
Babaina 
Name  unknown 


«.• 


••• 


••f 


^•« 


••• 


•f« 


••• 


•ta 


••• 


74 
74 

74 
74 

74 
74 
74 


Total— 2308 
The  four  ships  printed  in  Italics  were  taken. 
(No.  13.) 
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tb  upwards  of  seventy  sail  of^the  line^  should  bear  BOOK  IT. 
down  upon  England,  and  having  humbled  the  -^— -— <- 
lofty  pretensions  of  her  naval  power,  should  lay  Chap.  I. 
the  foundation  for  her  future  subjugation.  Tliis  ^^^^^^ 
design  soon  became  too  obvious  to  be  eoncealed 
from  the  British  ministry,  and  in  order  to  frustrate 
its  execution,  a  fleet  under  Sir  John  Jervis  was 
appointed  to  blockade  the  port  of  Cadiz,  while 
Admiral  Duncan  was  stationed  off  the  coast  of 
Holland,  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  Dutch 
fleet  in  the  TexeL 

Sir  John  Jervis  having  received  intelligence, 
on  the  13th  of  February,  &om  Captain  Foote,  of 
the  Niger,  stationed  off  Carthagena,  that  the  fleet 
under  Admiral  Don  Joseph  de  Cordova,  was  at 
sea,  immediately  set  sail  in  quest  of  it.*  At  the 
dawn- of  the  succeeding  day  the  enemy  was  des- 


ai^  Namet. 

fictory 

Britannia 
Barfleur 
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Gunt, 


Comnutaden. 


••• 


•»• 


••• 


Prince  George 


Blenheim 
Namnr 

Captain 

Irresistible 

Egrmont 

Cnlloden 

Orion 

Gdossns 

Excellent 

Golintb 

Diadem 


«•• 


•c« 


•  ■• 


••• 


••t 


••• 


••• 


•  •• 


•  t* 
#•• 

•«• 

••• 
••• 

•t* 

•  t* 

•  •• 

•  *  . 
••• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

••• 

••• 


•  •• 


•  •• 


••• 


••• 


••• 
•  *• 

•«• 

•  •■ 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

••• 

•  •• 


(  Sir  John  Jervis,  K.  B: 
100  !  Ist  Ci^t.  R.  Calder. 

(  2d  Capt.  6.  Grey, 
iftft  J  Vice  Adm.  Thompson. 
*""tCapt.T  Foley. 

CVice  AdmiralW.Wal- 
06  <     dergfrave. 

C  Capt.  J.  R.  Daeres. 

(  Rear  •  Admiral       W. 
98  <      Parker. 

(Capt  J.  Irvin. 

90    T.  L  Frederick. 

90    J.  H.  Whitshed. 

i»4  (  CommedoreH.  Nelson 

(  Capt,  R.  W.  Miller. 

—  G.  Martin. 
J.  Sutton. 

T.  Tro^bridore. 

—  Kr  J.  Saumarez* 

—  G.  Murray. 
■— C  Collingwood. 
— SirC.H.Kuowles, 

Bart. 

—  G.H.  Towry. 


74 

74 
74 
74 
74 
74 

74 

64 


{ 


S  A 


Total— 1232 
ExdusiYe  of  seven  frigates,  of  Tarious  rates. 
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BOOK  II.  cried  offCape  St.  Vincent,  but  as  tlie  weather  hap- 

peiied  to  be  extremely  hacy,  it  was  not  until  ten 

"Chap.  I.  o*clod(,  that  a  signal  from  a  British,  frigate 
announced  the  enemy^s  fleet  to  consist  of  twenty* 
seven  sail  of  the  line.  The  gallant  British 
commander,  though  his  squadron  consisted  of  no 
more  than  fifteen  ships,  resolired  to  bring  them 
to  action,  and  at  half  past  eleven  o'clock  formed  in 
the  most  complete  order  of  sailing  in  two  lines. 
<<  By  carrying  a  press  of  sail,  the  British  squad- 
ron was  so  fortunate  as  to  prevent  the  two  divi- 
sions of  the  enemy^s  fleet  from  connecting,  and 
to  xut  off  all  that  portion  which  had  faUen  to 
leeward.  Such  a  moment  was  not  to  be  lost,  and 
confident  in  the  skill,  valour,  and  discipline  of 
the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  the 
gallant  admiral,  judging  that  the  honour  of  his 
majesty's  arms^.and  the  circumstances  of  the  war 
in  these  seas,  required  a  considerable  degree  of 
enterprise,  feh  himself  justifiable  in  departing 
from  the  regular  system ;  and  passing  through 
tlie  enemy's  Beet,  in  a  line,  formed  with  the  utmost 
celerity,  he  attacked,  and  thereby  separated  one 
tliird  nrom  the  main  body;  after  a  partial  can- 
nonade, which  prevented  their  rejunction  till  the 
evening,  and  by  the  very  great  exertions  of  the 
ships  wfaidi  had  the  good  fortune  to  arrive  up 
with  the  enemy  on  the  larboard  tack,  four  of  their 
ships  of  the  line  were  captured  by  the  British, 
and  the  action  ceased  about  five  o'clock  in  the 
evening."* 

This  hrilliant  victory,  which  acquired  for  the 
British  admiral  tfhe  appropriate  title  of  Earl  St. 
Vincent,  was  t>btained  with  but  little  loss ;  for 
only  one  single  seaman  happened  to  be  killed  on 
board  the  ship  carrying  the  admiral's  flag ;  and 
although  Commodore  Nelson,  in  the  Captain,  of 
seventy-four  guns,  distinguished  himself  greatlj 
upon  that  occasion,  by  boarding  the  San  Nicolas 
and  San  Josef  in  suceession,  yetlie  only  lost  one 
officer,  twenty  seamen,  and  three  marines.  Much 
to  the  credit  of  the  commander rin-chief,  to  whom 
the  Salvador  del  M undo  struck,  only  a  few  Eng- 
lish ships  were  engaged  in  the  contest.  The 
slain  and  wounded  in  the  Spanish  ships  amounted 
to  about  twelve  hundred,  including  among  the 
former,  Commodore  Don  Francisco  Xavier 
Winthuysen,  while  the  loss  of  the  British  did  not 
exceed  one-foiulh  part  of  that  number.  Great 
rejoicings  took  place  throughout  the  nation  on  the 
arrival  of  inteHigence  of  this  well-timed  victory. 
The  fleet  was  honoured  T^ith  the  thanks  of  both 
houses  of  parliament ;  the  king  conferred  a  patent 
of  an  earldom,  with  a  pension  of  three  thou- 
aand  pounds  a  vear,  on  the  admiral  in  chief; 
Vice-admiral  Thompson,  and  Rear-admiral 
Parker,  were  created  baronets;  Commodore 
NckoQ  If  as  invested  with  the  order  of  the  Bath ; 


Captain  R.  Calder  was  knighted;  and  gold 
medals  -and  chains  were  presented  to  all  the 
commanders. 

The  French,  indignant  at  the  succours 
afforded  bv  this  country  to  the  insurgents  of  La 
Vendue,  determined  to  fit  out  an  expedition 
against  Ireland,  «u[id  the  directory  gave  orders 
to  embark  a  body  of  troops  on  board  the  Dutch 
fleet  in  the  Texel,  to  execute  this  plan  of  inva- 
sion. On  the  first  intelligence  of  these  prepa- 
rations, which  took  place  early  in  the  year,  and 
formed  part  of  a  combined  plan  of  operations, 
the  board  of  Admiralty  sent  a  powerful  squadron 
to  the  North  Sea,  as  has  been  already  intimated, 
under  the  command  of  Admiral  Dnncan,  to 
intercept  the  enemy.  Bat  it  was  not  till  the 
month  of  October,  and  not  till  the  British  admi- 
ral had  returned  to  Yarmouth  to  refit,  that  the 
Dutch  fleet  put  to  sea.  On  tiiis  the  English  com- 
mander, who  had  received  the  most  early  and 
accurate  information  of  the  enemy's  movements, 
suddenly  returned  to  his  former  station. 

The  coinmand  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  which 
consisted  of  twenty-six  sail,  including  frigates, 
had  been  confided  to  Admiral  De  Winter,  an 
amphibious  warrior,  who  had  distinguished  him- 
self on  another  element,  under  General  Pichegru. 
No  sooner  had  De  Winter  quitted  the  Texel, 
than  Captain  Trollope,  who  had  been  stationed 
with  a  light  squadron  of  observation  at  the  mouth 
of  that  river,  gave  notice  of  his  approach,  and 
on  the  nth  of  October  Admiral  Duncan  gave 
orders  for  a  general  chase,  and  the  Dutch  ships 
were  soon  discovered  drawn  up  in  a  line  of  battle 
on  the  larboard  tack,  between  Camperdown 
and  Egmont,  the  land  being  about  nine  miles 
to  leeward. 

Admiral  Duncan,  whose  fleet,  like  that  of 
his  gallant  compeer,  St  Vincent,  consisted  of 
fifteen  sail  of  the  line,  exclusive  of  frigates, 
finding  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost,  made  the 
signal  to  bear  up,  break  the  enemy's  line,  and 
engage  them  to  leeward,  each  ship  her  opponent, 
by  which  the  British  squadron  placed  itself 
between  the  enemy  ami  the  land,  whither  they 
were  fast  approaching.  The  admiral's  signal 
being  obeved  with  promptitude.  Vice-admiral 
Onslow,  in  the  Monarch,  bore  down  on  the 
enemy's  rear,  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  his 
division  following  his  example,  and  the  action 
commenced  about  forty  minutes  past  twelve 
o'clock.  The  Venerable  soon  got  through  the 
enemy's  line,  and  a  close  action  was  begun  on' 
their  van,  which  lasted  near  two  hours  and  9l 
half,  when  all  the  masts  of  the  Dutch  admiral's 
ship  were  observed  to  go  by  the  board ;  she  was 
however  defended  for  some  time  in  a  most  gal* 
lant  manner,  but  being  overpressed  by  numbers,: 
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her  colfiurs  were  Btruck»  and  Admiral  De  Winter 
iras  brought  on  board  the  Venerable ;  soon  af^r, 
the  ship  bearing  the  ^ice-admiraFs  flag  was  also 
dismasted,  and  surrendered  to  Vice-admiral 
Onslow  ;*  «nd  these^  with  three  of  sixty-eight 
giifia,  two  of  sixty-four,  two  of  fifty-six,  and 
two  s^essels  of  inferior  force,  were  taken  p»sses- 
^on  of  by  the  English.  In  the  early  part  of 
th^  action,  Rear-admiral  Story,  who  commanded 
the  centre  division  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  fled  for 
the  Texel,  in  the  States- general  of  seventy-four 
guns,  with  part  of.  his  division,  and  afterwards 
made  a  merit  of  having  saved  part  of  the  fleet. 

This  action,  which  was  gallantly  contested 
by  the  principal  part  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  proved 
die  of  the  most  brilliant  and  decisive  engage** 
meats  recorded  in  our  naval  annals.  The  Bri- 
tish squadron  suffered  much  in  their  masts,  yards, 
and  rigging,  and  many  of  the  ships  lost  a  num- 
ber of  men,  but  in  no  proportion  to  the  loss  of 
the  enemy.  The  carnage  on  board  the  twp  ships 
that  bore  the  admirals'  flags  was  beyond  all 
description,  and  did  not  amount  to  less  than  two 
hundred,  and  fifty  men  killed  and  wounded  on 
£oard  each  ship.  The  total  loss  of  the  British 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  killed,, 
and  five  hundred  and  sixty  wounded>  while  the; 


loss .  of  the  enemy  must  have  exceeded  double  BOOK  IL 
that  n  umber,  t  ■ 

The  votes  of  both   houses  of  parliament  <^hap.  I. 
greeted  the  arrival  of  the  gallant  sailors ;  many  ^^^^^Z^ 
of  the  captains  were  gratified  by  medals ;   the     *^^' 
venerable  admiral  was  rewarded  by  the  king  with 
the  dignity  of  Viscount   Camperdown,  and  a 
pension  of  tiiree  thousand  pounds  per  annum; 
while  Vice-admiral  Onslow  was  created  a  baro- 
net, and  the  Captains  TroUope   and    Fairfax 
knights  banneret. 

In  the  interval  between  the  memorable 
engagements  of  St.  Vincent  and  Camperdown, 
Cadiz  was  twice  bombarded  by  Rear-admiral 
Nelson,  acting  under  the  command  of  Lord  St* 
Vincent.  On  the  first  occasion,  on  the  33d  of 
June;  and  on  the  second,  on  the  5th  of  July ; 
and  by  these  operations  considerable  injury  was 
inflicted  upon  than  city,  but  without  in  any  way 
advancing  the  objects  of  the  war. 

In  the  month  of  February  in  the  present 
year,  the  Spanish  island  of  Trinidad  capitulated 
to  an  expedition  consisting  of  six  sail  of  the  line, 
and  a  number  of  troops,  fitted  out  at  Port- royal, 
in  Martinico,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Ralph  • 
Abercrombie  and  Admiral  Harvey.  On  the 
^ppro^ch  of  the  EngUsbi  the  Spaniards,  who 
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UST  AND   DISPOSITIOK    OF   THE  DUTCH  F1£ET  ON 
THE   11th  of  OCTOBER,  1707: 


& 


*^1 


Sh\ot. 
^  I  Cerbenis 
2  Dwlft 


3  Jupiter 

4  Alkmaar 
'5  Haerlcm 

6  MutmMendam 

7  Heldin 

if  J  8  Daphne  (Brig) 
■^9  WaMenaer 


Commanders. 
Captain  Jacobaoa 
Captain  Verdoon 

{Vice-adm-Reyntjes  > 
Rear-a4m.  Mieusea  ) 
Captain  Kraft 
Captain  Wiggerts 
Captain  Lancaster 

5  Captain  Dumisnilde> 
L'Efltrille  5 

Lieutenant  Fredericks 
Captain  Holland 

10  Batavier  Captain  Sonters 

11  rryheid  i         Admiral        ) 
(the  Liberty  f)  I      De  Winter      J 

12  States-*general  Rear-adna.  Story 
^13  LeydeQ  Captain  Musaoetier 

14  Mars  Captain  Kolff 

15  Waaksaamlieid  Captain  Nicrop 

16  Minerra  Captain  EillMra<$ht 

17  Galatea  (brig)  Lieatesant  Rirery 
IS  Atalanta  (do.)  Lieutenant  Plets 

19  Admiral  Dt^rUi  Captain  Zegen 
^  Hertukk  ,  Capuin  Van  Rysort 

21  Brutas  fiear-adm.  Bloys 

22  Breschemer       Captain  Hinxtt 

t!!aptain  Hays 


68    450 


24  AmAutcade 

25  Aiax  (Brig) 


56 

74 

56 
68 
44 


18 
64 
56 


74 
68 
44 
24 
^ 
18. 
18 
68 
64 
74 
56 


32 
Lieutenant  ilrkenbout  18 


J  26  dusje  (adV.lMat)  lieutenaDt  Hartenfdd  6 


375 

550 

360 
450 
270 


32  230 


98 
450 
350 


74  550 


550 

450 
400 
150 
160 
98 
98 
450 
450 
550 
350 


68  450 


370 
98 
35 


Tota}^1266  '8682 
Tlie  sleveD  printed  In  liMci  wire  captared. 


DISPOSITION 
OF   BATTLE, 


OF  THE  ENGLISH  FLEET,   IN  THE  ORDER 
ON  THE    11th   OF   OCTOBER,   1797. 


Ships. 

1  Russel 

2  Director 
8  Montaga 

4  Veteran 

5  Monarck 

6  Powerful 

7  Monmouth 

8  Agtnoourt 


Commamderg. 
Captain  TroUope 
Captain  Bli^ 
Captain  Knigkt 
Captain  Gr^ry 

{Vice-adm.  Onslow  > 
Captain  O'Bryen  5 
Captain  O'Drury 
Captain  Walker 
Captain  WillianuoB 


GumMfn* 

74 

590 

64 

491 

74 

590 

64 

491 

74 

599 

74 

500 

64 

491 

64 

491 

Repeaters — Beanlien  Frig^te.^  Cutters,  Rose, 
King  George,  Actiye,  Diligent— Speculator 
Lugger. 


:s 


*a^ 


"^  9  Triumph 
10  VeneraUe 


11  Ardent 

12  Bedford 
|j^''S  j  13  Lancaster 

•5  ^  .0  I  14  Belliqueux 
i  ^'2  1 15  Adamant 

^  (3  4  r '^  Ib» 


Repeaters— Circe  Frigate. 
Martin  Sloop. 


Captain  Eflington 

J  Admiral  Duncan  > 
Captain  Fairfax) 
Captain  Burgess 
Capuin  Sir  T.  Byard 
Captain  VTells 
Captain  Inglis 
Captain  Hotham 
Captain  Mitchdl 


74  640 

74  59d 

64  491 

74  500 

64  491' 

64  491 

50  343 

60  343 


1066  8315 
68  500 


The  two  Frigates 

Total— U34  881,$ 
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BOOK  II.  hsid  a  squadron  of  four  ships  of  the  line,  and  one 

. —  frigate,  lying  at  anchor  in  the  gulf  of  Paria,  set 

Chap*  I.    fire  to  three  ships,  and  one  line  of  battle  ship  only 
'  escaping  the  conflagration,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  victors ;  the  governor  and  the  garrison  were 
inade  prisoners  of  war. 

Encouraged  by  this  easy  conquest,  the  same 
commanders  made  an  attempt  in  the  month  of 
April  on  the  large  and  important  island  of  Porto 
Rico.  But  this  island  being  found  too  strong  to 
be  carried  by  a  coup-de-mainyihe  enterprise  totally 
failed,  and  was  attended  with  a  loss  to  the  assail- 
ants of  upwards  of  two  hundred  men. 

An  attack  made  upon  the  isle  of  Tenerifie, 
by  asquadrotf  of  seven  ships  of  war,  commanded 
by  Commodore,  now  Admiral  Nelson,  and  a 
force  of  one  thousand  marines,  under  Captain 
Trowbridge,  was  still  more  unfortunate.  On  the 
loth  of  July,  the  British  expedition  arrived 
before  the  port  of  Santa  Cruz,  and  having 
effected  a  landing,  took  possession  of  the  town,' 
but  they  learned,  when  too  late,  that  the  force 
under  their  command  was  utterly  unequal  either 
to  carry  the  fort  of  Saota  Cruz,  or  to  contend 
with  the  military  force  of  the  island,  now  assem4 
bled  to  oppose  them.  Preparing  therefore  for  a 
retreat,  they  had  the  misfortune  to  learn  that  die 
violence  of  the  surge  on  the  beach  had  stoven 
their  boats,^  and  reduced  them  to  a  mere  wreck. 
In  this  situation  they  were  summoned  by  the 
Spanish  commander  to  surrender ;  but  this  the 
gallant  Trowbridge  disdainfully  rejected,  adding, 
*^  that  while  he  bad  a  man  left  alive  he  would  not 
capitulate."  On  which  the  Spaniard,  well  dis- 
posed to  be  freed  from  the  presence  of  such 
unwelcome  visitors,  sent  a  polite  message  to  the 
captaiq,  to  say,  that  for  the  purpose  of  sparing 
the  effusion  of  blood,  facilities  would  be  afforded 
to^  himself  and  his  followers  to  return  to  their 
ships  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  capitulatibn  to  this 
effect  was  signed,  the  enemy  very  generously, 
furnished  them  with  supplies  of  wine  and  bis^ 
cuits.  The  loss  of  lives  in  this  ill-advised  at- 
tempt was  equal  to  that  sustained  in  the  battle 
off  Cape  St.  Vincent ;  forty-four  privates  were 
killed,  one  hundred  and  five  wounded,  ninety- 
seven  drowned,  and  five  unaccounted  for ; 
Captain  Richard  Bo  wen,  of  the  Terpsichore,  and 
six  lieutenants,  lost  their  lives ;  Captain  Thomp- 
son, of  the  Leander,  Captain  Freemantle,  of  the 


Seahorse,  a  lieutenant,  and  a  midshipman,  were 
wounded,  and  Rear-admiral  Nelson  lost  his  arm. 
Great  Britain  beinjg  now  the  only  country 
either  at  war  with,  or  formidable  to  die  Fren<A> 
republic,  the  directory^  after  conquering  so  naaiiy" 
kings,  menaced  the  independence  of  the  British' 
empiri,  by  ordering  troops-  to  be  assembled  on 
the  coasts  of  the  channel,  under  the  designation' 
of  <<  the  army  of  Eng^Iand  f  while,  as  if  to  add 
some  weight  to  their  impotent  resolves,  they  de- 
clared that  "  the  conqueror  of  Italy"  was  ap- 
pointed to  its  command.   In  the  early  part  of  this- 
year,  and  before  "  the  conqueror**  had  termin- 
ated his  career  in  Italy,  a  most  extraordinary 
and  ridiculous  prelude  to  this  farce  of  invasion^ 
was  performed  on  the  coast  of  Wales,  by  an  ex- 
pedition fitted  out  at  the  port  of  Brest    Gn  the^ 
22d  of  February,  that  part  of  the  coast  of  De- 
vonshire which  lies  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bristol* 
Channel,  wais  surprised  by  the  appearance  of  an 
enemy^s  force,  which,  entering  the  small  port  of 
llfracombe,  scuttled  some  merchant  vessels,  and 
made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  destroy  all  the 
ships  in  the  harbour.     This  invading  squadron^ 
which  consisted  of  two  frigates  and  two  sloops^ 
next  steered*  its  course  for  the  bay  of  Cardigan, 
in  Wales,  Where,  on  the  23d  of  February,  they 
disembarked    about    fifteen    hundred  criminals, 
attired  as  French  troops,   and  provided  with  a 
roportionable  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
ut  without  field-pieced.    On  receiving  informa- 
tion of  this  event,  the  Welch  peasantry,  animated 
I^y  the  gentry  of  the  country,  flew  to  aripa-rnot 
t^  arms  of  war,  but  of  husbandry,    and  each 
man  providing  himself  with  a  scythe,  a  sickle,  or 
a  pitchfork,  marched  forth  to  meet  the  invaden 
In  the  mean  time  Lord  Cawdor  had  assembled,, 
in  the  course  of  a  single  day,  a  local  force,  con- 
sisting of  from^  ^ix    to  seven  hundred  militia, 
fencibles,  and  yeomanry  cavalry,  and  the  French 
commander  perceiving  his  situation  to  be  desper- 
ate, dispatched  a  letter  the  day  following  to  his 
lordship,*  and  about  two  o^cloek  in>the  afternoon 
of  the  26tb,    surrendered   himself  Mid  his  fol- 
lowers prisoners  of  war.    To^dd  tothe  disaster 
of  this  extraordinary  enterprise,  the  two  frigates 
that  accompanied  the  expedition  were  captured 
on  their  return  to  Brest,  and  the  whole  expedition 
proved  as  unfortunate  in  the  execution,  as  it  wad 
unaccountable  in  the  design. 


E 


''  Cardigan  Bay,  5th  o/rcntote.  bthyear  of  the  BepuhUe. 
♦  "  Sir,  jr,       ./ 

**  Tlie  circumstances  under  which tbe  body  of  French  troops  commande<]  by  me  were  landed  at  this  place,  render  it 
unnecessarv  to  attempt  any  military  operations,  as  they  would  tend  only  to  bloodshed  and  pillag-e. 

'*  The  officers  of  the  whole  corps  have  therefore  intimated  their  desire  of  ente/iog  into  a  negociation,  upon  principles' 
^f  humanity,  for  a  surrender. 

'*  If  you  are  int 
hostilities  shall  cease. 


ou  are  influenced  by  similar  considerations,  you  may  signify  the  same  by  the  bearer,  and  in  the  meantime 

all     nAA»A  •  .. 


•'  To  the  officer  commanding  his  Briiannk  BtajatyU  trot^t^^^ 


<*  Heslth  and  respect, 

••  Tate,  Chef  d«  Briijade." 


CHAPTER  II. 


British  History  :  Opening  of  the  new  Parliament — Earl  Fitzmilliam^s  Protest — Lord  Mabntsbury^s 
first  Negociation — Its  Progress .  and  Failure — Debate  on  the  Negociation — Preparations  against 
hiva^m^Ominom  Aspect  of  Public  Affairs  at  the  Commencement  of  the  Year  1797 — Stoppage  of  the 
Bankr^Mutiny  in  the  Fle^^-^Concesmons  to  the  Seamen — Suppression  of  the  Mntitty — Trial  and 
Execution  of  Richard  Parker  and  his  principal  Associaies^Motions  in  Parliament  on  the  State  of 
Ireland — For  the  Dismissal  of  Ministers — For  Parliamentary  Reform — Prorogation  of  Parlia-^ 
ment — Death  of  Mr.  Burke — Marriage  of  the  Princess  Royal. 


THB  wear  which  had  so  long  raged  in 
Europe,  was  atiU  proaecuted.  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  France  with  undindiiished  energy,  but 
the  governors  of  both  couBtries  began  to  find  it 
necessary  to  remove  Ihe  impressioD,  that  the 
contest  was  aji  interminable  in  its  duration  as  it 
was  indefinite  in  its  objects,  and  with  this  yiew, 
his  majesty,  in  his  speech  from  the  throne,  at 
the  opening  of  the  new  parliament  on  the  6th  of 
October,  17M,  declared,  '^that  he  had  omitted 
no  endeavours  for  setting  on  foot  negociations  to 
restore  peace  to  Europe;  in  consequence  of 
which,  a  way  was  now  opened  to  an  immediate 
negociation,  which  must  produce,  an  honourable 
peace  for  us  and  our  allies,  or  prove  to  what 
cause  alone  the  prolongation  of  the  war  was  to 
be  ascribed/'  For  this  purpose,  his  majesty 
would  ^^immediately  send  a  person  to  Paris, 
with  full  powers  to  treat  for  this  object,  and  it 
was  his  anxious  widi  that  the  negociation  might 
lead  to  the  Irestoration  of  general  peace.  But  it 
was  evident  that  nothing  could  so  much  contri- 
bute to  give  effect  to  the  negociation,  as  a  mani- 
festation that  we  possessed  both  the  determina- 
tion  and  the  resources  to  oppose  with  increased 
activity  and  en^gy  an  enemy  vrho  had  openly 
prirfessed  a  design  to  attempt  a  descent  upon 
these  kingdoms." 

On  fie  propriety  of  entrting  upon  a  nego- 
datton  with  republican  France,  some  difference 
of  opinion  existed  between  ministers  and  their 
supporters ;  and  Mr.  Burke,  in  inculcating  hos- 
tility against  revolutionary  France,  adhered  to 
his  original  opinion,  that  the  restoration  of  mo- 
narchy and  the  ancient  orders,  under  certain 
modiftcations,  ought  to  be  the  sole  and  avowed 
purpose  of  the  war ;  that  no  peace  could  be 
secure  until  that  object  was. effected;  and  that 
we  must  either  conquer  the  revolution  or  the 
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revolution  would  conquer  us.     These  sentiments  BOOK  11. 
were  adopted  by  Earl  Fitzwilliam,   and  after  ■ 

opposing  the  address  on  the  king's  speecHf,  on  Chaf^I 
this  ground,  he  entered  on  the  journals  of  the  "^ 
house  of  lords  a  very  elaborate  protest,  assign- 
ing no  less  than  ten  distmet  reasons  for  refusing 
to  concur  in  an  address  of  approbation  on  his 
majesty's  speech  announcing  the  op^iing  of  a 
negociation  for  peace  with  the  French  republie. 
in  the  month  of  Mardi,  in  the  present  year, 
the  Engliah.cat^et  had  commissioned  Mr.  Wicb- 
ham,  &e  British  ambassador  to  the  Helvetie 
States,  to  apply  to  M.  Barthelemi,  who  was  then 
engaged  in  diplomatic  agencies  at  Basle,  ta 
inquire  if  the  government  of  France  was  dis* 
posed  to  enter  into  a  negociation  with  his  majesty 
and  his  a^es  ?  To  which  M.  Barthelemi  waa 
instructed  to  ansvrar,  '<  that  the  executiye 
goveniment  of  France  ardently  desired  to  pro* 
cure  for  Uie  republie  a  just,  honourable,  .and 
solid  peace,  but  an  indisp^Asable  condition  of  any 
treaty  entered  into  for  that  purpose  was  the 
retention  of  those  conqnests  which  had  actually 
been  annexed  to  the  territory  of  the  republic."^ 
This  reply,  expressing  a  decided  resolution  not 
to  surrender  tne  Austrian  Netherlands  to  the 
Emperor  of  Germany,  displayed,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  British  ministry,  a  tenaper  sa  remote  from 
any  disposition  for  peace,  that  the  correspond 
dence  between  the  two  ministers  ceased,  and 
both  parties  proceeded  to  open  ihe  campaign*-^ 
And  it  was  not  till  the  §tb  of  September,  in  the 
same  year,  that  Lord  Grenville  addressed  a  note 
to  Count  Wedel  Jarlsberg,  the  Danish  ambas* 
sador  in  London,  requesting  that  he  would 
transmit,  through  the  Danish  envoy  at  Paris,  a 
declaration  expressive  of  ^^  his  Britannie  Majes-* 
ty 's  desire  to  conclude  a  peace  on  just  and  honour- 
able conditions,  and  demanding  the  necessary 


*  By  an  act  of  the  French  conreatioo,  pi^ssed  on  the  30th  of  Sieptemher,  1796,  all  the  oonntrtes  which  the  house  of 
Aottria  had  possesseJ  on  the  French  side  of  the  Rhinft,  previous  to  the  war,  were  incorporated  with  the  re^fuUic  of  Frayice^ 
(See  Mge  142.) 

(No.  13.)  8  B 
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BOOK  II.  passports  for  a  person  of  confidence,  whom  his 
majesty  would  send  to  Paris  with  a  commission 


Chap.  II.  to  discuss  with  the  goyemment  there  all  the  mea- 
^^^^^^  sures  most  proper  to  produce  so  desirable  an 
*^^  end :"  to  which  the  directory  replied,  « that  the 
executire  government  would  not  receive  or  an- 
swer any  overture  from  the  enemies  of  the  French 
republic,  transmitted  through  any  intermediate 
channel ;  but  that  if  England  would  send  per- 
sons furni^ed  with  full  powers  and  oiBcial  papers, 
they  might,  upon  the  frontiers,  demand  the  pass- 
ports necessary  for  proceeding  to  Paris." 

In  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the 
French  government,  passports  were  applied  for 
and  obtained,  and  Sir  James  Harris,  the  nego- 
ciator,  who  had  been  lately  called  to  the  peerage, 
under  the  title  of  Lord  Malmesbury,  being 
nominated  by  his  sovereign,  **  plenipotentiary  to 
the  French  republic,*'  repaired  to  Paris,  on  the 
22d  of  October.  Two  days  after  his  arrival,  the 
negociations  were  opened  by  a  memorial  from 
his  lordship,  containing  a  proposition  for  reci- 
procal restitution.  <<  Great  Britain,''  says  the 
memorial,  *^  from  the  uninterrupted  success '  of 
her  naval  war,  finds  herself  in  a  situation  to  have 
no  restitution  to  demand  of  France ;  from  which, 
on  the  contrary,  she  has  taken  establishments 
and  colonies  of  the  highest  importance,  and  of 
value  almost  incalculable;"  but  it  is  added,  *^she 
is  willing  to  restore  her  own  conquests  in  lieu 
of  the  acquisitions  which  France  has  won  from 
her  idlies,  as  a  basis  for  a  treaty,  and  she  there- 
fore' proposes  a  general  prmciple  of  reciprocal 
vestitntion."  To  this  memorial  the  executive 
directory  replied--^*  that  considering  the  British 
ambassador  to  be  the  agent  of  Great  Britain  only, 
and  not  understanding  bim  to  have  a  commission 
"to  act  for  the  allied  powers,  they  could  not  now 
center  into  the  concerns  of  other  states,  which 
could  tend  only  to  multiply  the  combinations, 
and  increase  the  difficulties  of  the  negociation  ;" 
liut  they  nevertheless  declared,  <<  that  as  soon  as 
JLord  Malmesbury  should  exhibit  to  tbe  minister 
for  foreign  affmrs,  sufficient  powers  from  the 
allies  of  Great  Britain  for  stipulating  for  their 
respeoture  interests,  aecompamed  by  a  promise 
on4beir  part,  <to  subscribe  to  whatever  should  be 
concluded  in  their  names,  the  executive  directory 
would  .hasten  to  give  an  answer  to  the  specific 
propositions  which  dioold  be  submitted  to  them, 
and  that  the  difficulties  should  be  removed  as 
far  as  might  be  consistent  with  the  safety  and 
dignity  of  the  French  republic.'*  To  these 
observationsthey  added  an  opinion,  that  the  British 
government  was  insincere  in  its  overture — that 
its  object  was  <<  to  prevent,  by  general  proposi- 
tions, the  partial  propositions  of  other  powers, 
and  to  obtain  from  the  people  of  England  the 
means  of  continuing  the  war,  by  throwing  the 
odium  of  a  refusal  to  negociate  a  peace,  apon  the 


republic."  The  British  minister,  disdaining  to 
reply  '*  to  the  offensive  and  injurious  insinua- 
tions" thrown  out  by  the  directory,  stated  in 
reply,  that  he  had  not  been  commissioned  to  enter 
into  a  separate  treaty,  but  that  Great  Britain 
proposed  to  make  common  cause  with  her  allies. 
The  directory  rejoined,  that  in  a  question  of 
reciprocal  restitution,  the  chief  object  of  consi- 
deration was  the  relative  condition  of  the  respec- 
tive parties ;  that  of  the  original  confederates, 
some  were  become  the  friends  of  France,  and 
others  observed  a  strict  neutrality ;  that  the 
remaining  allies  of  Great  Britain  were  weakened 
by  their  losses,  and  the  desertion  of  their  asso- 
ciates ;  and  that  France  could  not,  in  a  negocia- 
tion for  terms,  forget  the  circumstances  in  which 
she  was  placed. 

Having  thus  admitted  the  principle  of  com- 
pensation, M.  de  la  Croix,  the  French  negociator, 
in  a  note  to  Lord  Malmesbury,  dated  the  27th  of 
November,  again  requested  bim  to  point  out  ex- 
pressly and  without  delay  the  objects  of  reciprocal 
compensation  which  he  had  to  propose.  But 
it  now  appeared  that  his  lordship  was  totally 
unfurnished  *with  anv  plan  or  pro^et  of  peace, 
and  as  he  was  again  obliged  to  consolt  his  court, 
the  negociation  was'  suspended  till  the  17th  of 
December ;  on  which  day  his  lordship  submitted, 
in  two  formal  and  confidential  memorials,  the 
terms  on  which  a  treaty  might  be  concluded,  on 
the  basis  of  mutual  compensation  ;  these  terms 
^he  stated  to  be,  that  France  should  restore  all  her 
conquests  made  in  any  of  the  dominions  of  the 
Emperor  of  Germany,  or  in  Italy,  and  that 
Great  Britain  should  render  back  all  her  acqui- 
sitions gainedlTrom  France  in  the  East  and  West 
Indies;  that  Russia  and  Portugal  should  be 
included  in  the  treaty ;  that  no  obstacle  would  be 
interposed  on  the  paK  of  his  Britannic  Majesty 
against  Spain  becoming  a  party  to  the  negocia- 
tion ;  and  that  in  case  Holland  was  reinstated,  in 
all  respects,  in  the  same  political  situation  in  which 
she  stood  before  the  war,  the  colonial  possessions 
captured  by  Gmat  Britain  might  be  restored,  and 
the  status  ante  beUumj  with  respect  to  territorial 
possessions, be re*established in  herfavour;  but  if, 
on  the  contrary,  Holland  should  remain  a  repub- 
lic, <*  their  Britannic  and  imperial  Majesties  would 
be  obliged  to  seek,  in  territorial  acquisitions,  those 
compensations,  and  that  security,  which  such  a 
state  of  things  would  render  indispensable." 

At  the  time  these  memorials  were  delivered 
by  Lord  Malmesbury  to  M.  de  la  Croix,  a  long 
and  very  animated  conversation  took  place  between 
tlie  negociators,  in  the  course  of  which  the  French 
minister  inquired,  whether,  in  placing  the  memo- 
rials before  the  directory,  *'  be  was  to  state  the 
disuniting  Belgium  from  France,  as  a  sine  qua 

from  which  his  majesty  would  not  depart  ?" 


non 


To    which  Lord  Malmesbury  xepUed|  tlmf  it 


OP  THE  f^^NCH  REVOLUTION. 
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most  certainly  was  a  sine  qua  nan  irom  which  bis 
majesty  would  not  depart:  and  that  any  pro- 
posal which  would  ha^e  the  Netherlands  annexed 
to  France,  would  be  attended  with  much  greater 
benefit  to  that  power,  and  less  to  the  allies,  than 
the  present  rdative  situation  of  the  belligerent 
powers  could  entitle  tiie  French  government  to 
expect.'^  ^^  M.  de  ia  Croix/'  continues  Lor  J 
Malmesbury,  in  his  report  of  this  memorable  con- 
Tersation,  ^'  repeated  his  concern  at  the  peremp- 
tory way  in  which  I  made  this  assertion,  and 
asked  if  it  would  admit  of  no  modification  ?" 
^^  I  replied,  if  France  could,  in  a  contre^profety 
point  out  a  practicable  and  adequate  one,  still 
keeping  in  view,  that  the  Netherlands  must  not 
be  i  ranee,  pr  likely  agsun  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  France,  such  a  proposal  might  certainly  be 
taken  into  consideration.  M.  de  la  Croix  by  no 
me^ns  encouraged  me  to  explain  myself  more 
fully;  he  repeatedly  said,  that  this  difficulty 
relative  to  the  Netherlands  was  one  that  could 
not  be  overcome/' 

This  ass^rtio^  was  shortly  verified  ;  for  two 
days  after  the  conversation,  JLiord  Malmesbury 
received  a  lett^  fron)  M,.de  la  Croix,  consisting 
of  a  literal  copy  .of  ^n  arret6  of  the  directory, 
requiring  his.  lordship  ''  to  give  in  to  him, 
officially^  wifbin  four  and  twenty  hours,  his 
ultimatum^  signed  by  himself."  To  wbich  Lord 
Malmesbury  replied,  that  to  demand  an  ultimaium 
in  so  peremptory  a  manner,  before  the  two 
powers  had  communicated  to  each  other  their 
respective  pretensions,  wfis  to  shut  the  door 
against  all^iegociations ;"  but  ^^  he  repeated  that 
be  was  ready  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the 
proposals  of  his  court,  or  of  any*  contre-projet 
wbich  might  be  delivered  to  him  on  tbe  part 
of  tbe  executive  directory."  The  directory  re- 
joined, iu  a  note  of  tbe  .I9th  of  December,  that 
they  **  would  listen  to  no  proposal  contrary  to  the 
constitution,  to  .the  laws,  and  to  the  treaties  ivbich 
bound  the  republic;  and. aS' Lord  Malmesbury 
announced  at  every  communication,  that  he  was 
in  want  of  the  opinion  of  his  court,  from  which 
it  resulted,  that  he  acted  a  part  merelv  passive 
in  the  negociation,  his  presence  at  Faris  was 
rendered  useless,  and  he  was  required  *^  to  de- 
part from  Paris  in  eight  and  forty  hours,  with  all. 
the  persons  who  had  accompanied  and  followed 
bim ;  and  to  quit,  .as  expeditiously  as  possible, 
the  territory  of  the  republic ;  but  that  if  the  British 
cabinet  was  desirous  of  peace,  tiie  executive 
directory  was  ready  to  follow-  the  negociaUons, 
according  to  the  basis  laid  down  in  the  pre^sent 
note,  by  the  reciprocal  channel  of  couriers/' 

Lord  Malo^esbury  hesitated  not  to  reply, 
that  be  was  preparing  to  quit  Paris  on  tlie  mor- 
row, and  demanded  tbe  necessary  passports  for 
himself  and  his  suite.  On  the  20th  he  quitted 
the  French  capital  and  repaired  to  England; 


Chap.  II. 


and  thus    terminated  the  first  negociation  for  BOOK  IL 
peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  republic  of 
France. 

Tbe  British  ministry,  professing  to  consider 
the  abrupt  conclusion  of  these  overtures  as  arising 
totally  from  France,  published  a  manifesto,  on 
the  97th  of  December,  enlarging  upon  tiie  pacific 
dispositions  of  the  British  government,  and  set- 
ting forth  the  malignant  hostility  of  the  enemy. 
This  manifesto  being  laid  before  parliament, 
ministers  assumed  the  declaration  as  a  text,  and 
animated  the  indignantvesentment  of  parliament^ 
and  of  the  country,  ag^nst  the  arrogant  preten- 
sions of  the  enemy. 

On  this  occasion,  Mr.  I^tt  addressed  tiie 
house  in  that  style  of   splendid   amplification 
which  his  oratory  was  v^ont  to  assume,  when  his 
object  was  to  strike  tbe  fancy,  or  to  rouse  the 
passions :    After  a  brilliant  exordium,  in.  wbich 
he  lamented  the  failure  of  the  attempt  to  restore 
the  relations  of  peace ;  he  proceeded  to  take  a 
review  of  the  circumstances  that  preceded  and 
attended  the  late  negociations,  and  insisted  that 
their  rupture  was  wholly  imputable  to  thegovern* 
ment  of  France.    Tbe  enemy  demanded,  not  as 
an  uUinuUnmj  but  as  a  preliminary,  to  retain  all 
those  territories  of  which  the  chance  of  war  had 
given  them  a  temporary  possession,  and  respect- 
ing which  they  thought  proper,  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations,  to  pass  a  constitutional  decree, 
declaring,  that  these  should  not  be  alienated  from 
tbe  republic.     But  this  perverse  and  monstrous 
claim,  in  virtue  of  which,  territories,  acquired  by 
force  of  arms,  were  annexed  to  a  state,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war  in  which  such  acquisi-< 
tions  had  been  made,  could  never  be  supposed  to 
supersede  tbe  treaties  of  other  powers,  and  the 
known    and    public    obligations  of  the  several 
nations  in  Europe.     Yet  this  had  been  the  pre- 
tension  to  which  the  French   government  laid 
claim,    and  the  acknowledgment  of  which  they 
held  out  as  a  preliminary  of  negociation  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  and  his  allies.    And  not 
content  with  setting  up  this  claim  to  abrogate 
treaties  previously  concluded,  they  had  oflered  a 
studied  msult  to  his  majestv,  by  ordering  his 
ambassador  to  quit  Paris,  and  proposing  that  the 
negociation  should  be  carried  on  by  means  of 
couriers.    ^'  The  question  then,'*  said  Mr.  Pitt, 
*'  is  not,  how  much  will  you  give  for  peace ;  but 
how  much  disgrace  will  you  suffer  at  the  outset  ? 
how  muQh  degradation  will  you  submit  to  as  a 
preliminary  ?    In  these  eurcnmstanoes,  then,  are 
we  to  persevere  in  the  war,  with  a  spirit  and 
energy  worthy  of  the  British  name,  and  of  the 
British  character }  or  are  we,  by  sending  couriers 
to  Paris,  to  prostrate  ourselves  at  the  feet  of  a 
stuUboni  and  supercilious  g^ernment,  to  yield 
to  what  they  may  require,  and  to  submit  to  what* 
ever  they  msjf  impose  j  I  hope  there  is  not  a  hand  * 
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BOOK  II.  in  his  majesty's  coupoils  whiqh  would  sign  the 

proposal ;  tbat  tber^  is  not  a  heart  in  this  boose 

Cii\p.  II.  that  would  sanction  the  measure;  and  that  there 
is  not  an  individual  in  the  British  dominions  who 
would  act  as  the  courier." 

Mr.  Fox,  in  r^ply,  maintained  that  the  whole 
amount  of  the  minister's  splendid  oration,  was  to 
admit  that  we  had  been  four  years  engaged  in  a 
war,  unprecedented  in  expense,  both  in  men  and 
in  monev,  and  that  we  had  done  nothing ;  that 
in  fact,  tne  enemy,  instead  of  being  humbled  and 
ruined,  9^  had  been  so  «<lften  and  so  confidently 
foretold,  had  now  become  more  unreasonable  and 
dictatorial  in  their  pretensions  than  ever.   ''  Fte* 
vious  to  the  commencement  of  this  fatal  contest,*' 
said  Mr.  Fox,     "  with  what  earnestness  did  I 
labour  to  persuade  this  house  of  the  propriety  o( 
sending   an    ambassador  to  Paris ;   who  might 
certainly  have    treated    with   every  prospect  of 
success ;  but  those  efforts  were  wholly  unavailing. 
And  when  it  is  asserted  that  Lord  Malmesbury 
was  dismissed  in  a  way  altogether  unprecedented, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  must  surely  have 
forgotten  the  manner  in  which  M.  Chauvelin  was 
sent  from  this  country.     The  sine  qud  nan,  with 
respect  tp  Belgium,  was  evidently  the  cause  of  tiaie 
abrupt,  tliougb  perhaps  not  the  unexpected  issue 
of  Lord  Malmesbury's  negociation.     But  are  vre 
likely,  by  the  expenditure  of  a  hundred  thousand 
more  lives,  and  a  hundred  millions  more  money, 
to  effect  the  recovery  of  Belgium  by  force  of  arms 
from  the  French  ?      Will  the  minister  declare, 
in  plain  terms,   that  the  war  is  continued,  and 
peace  indefinitely  removed,    upon  that  hepel^s 
contingency  ?  And  afier  all,  was  th^  imperial  court 
a  party  to  this  demand  ?     No ;  it  was  lysine  qud 
non,  made  in  a  matter  which  primarily  concerned 
the  emperor,  but  to  which  he  had  never  formally 
assented  ;  and  which  we  did  not  know  whether 
he  himself  would  insist  upon."     Mr.  Fox  con^ 
eluded  a  most  luminous  and  masterly  speech,  by 
proposing^an  address  to  the  throne,  recommend- 
ing ^^  that  his  majesty's  faithful  commons  should 
proceed  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's 
ministers,  who  had  involved  this  nation  in  her 
present  misfortunes,  and  produced  the  failure  of 
the  late  negociations."       This  amendment  was 
negatived  by  a  large  majority,  there  appearing  for 
the  original  motion  two  hundred  and  twelve;  and 
for  the  amended  address,  only  thirty- six  voices. 
The  same  fate  awaited  a  similar  motion  made  in 
the  house  of  lords,  by  Lord  Oxford. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  the  house  of  com- 
mons resolved  itself  into  a  committee,  to  take  into 
consideration  that  part  of  his  majesty's  speech 
which  alluded  to  the  preparations  making  by  the 
enemy  to  invade  these  kingdoms.  In  addition  to 
the  naval  force  now  actually  employed,  and 
which  the  premier  declared  to  be  more  formid'- 
able  than  had  aver  ei^psted  at  any  former  period 


of  our  history,  he  proposed  first,  a  levy  of  fifleea 
tlbousand  men,  from  the  different  parishes,  for  the 
sea  service,  and  for  recruiting  the  regular  regi* 
ments  of  the  line :  his  second  proposal  was  to  raise 
a  supplementary  militia,  to  consist  of  sixty  thou* 
sand  men  ;  not  to  be  immediately  called  out,  but 
to  be  enrolled,  officered,  and  completely  trained,  so 
as  to  be  ready  to  serve  their  country  in  a  moment 
of  danger ;  and  his  third  military  project  was  to 
raise  a  force  of  twenty  thousand  irregular  cavalry 
— every  person  who  kept  ten  horses  to  provide  on^ 
horse  and  one  horseman,  those  who  kept  more 
than  ten  horses,  to  provide  in  the  same  propor- 
tion, and  those  who  Kept  fewer  to  form  themselves 
into  classes,  and  decide  who,  at  the  common  ex- 
pense, should  provide  the  horse  and  the  horseman. 
These  several  propositions  havine  received  the 
sanction  of  the  three  estates  of  parliament,  passed 
into  laws  early  in  the  session,  but  the  plan  for 
raising  the  irregular  cavalry  force  being  found 
difficult  of  application,  the  measure  vras  super- 
seded in  a  great  degree  by  the  numerous  volun- 
teer corps  of  yeomanry  cavalry,  which  pressed 
forward  in  the  service  of  their  country,     bdring 
this  session  a  bill  was  introdaced  by  Mf.  Dundas, 
for  raising  and  embodying  a  militia  force  in  Scot- 
land, which  passed  into  an  act  without  parlia- 
mentarv  opposition,    but  which  was  «o  much 
resisted  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom  where  it  wao 
meant  to  operate,  that  it  could  only  be  carried 
into  effect,  in  the  first  instaiice,  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Windham,  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  thousand  men  were  voted 
for  the  land  itervice,  for  the  year  1797,  and  soon 
aftervirards,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  sea- 
men and  marines  for  the  navy.  In  the  early  part 
of  December,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
made  his  annual  financial  statement,  from  which 
it  appeared,  that  eighteen  millions  would  be 
wanted  by  way  of  loan,  exclusive  of  five  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  exchequer  bills,  and  about 
thirteen  millions  and  a  half  of  victualling,  trans^ 
port,  and  naval  bills.  This  loan  was  followed  by 
a  second,  during  the  same  session  of  parliament, 
amounting  to  eighteen  millions,  comprehending  a 
great  variety  of  deficiencies,  and  including  a  vote 
of  credit  for  three  millions  to  be  remitted  to  the 
emperor. 

At  no  period  in  the  history  of  Great  Britain 
had  the  aspect  of  public  affiurs  assumed  a  more 
gloomy  and  dispirited  complexion,  than  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year  1797.  An  unsuccesfiil 
attempt  had  just  been'  made  to  put  an  end  to  a 
war  distressing  beyond  all  example ;  national  cre- 
dit seemed  to  totter  to  its  fall ;  rebellion  appeared 
ready  to  burst  out  in  the  sister  island ;  and  while 
foreign  invasion  threatened  the  British  shores,  tlie 
defenders  of  Britain  upon  her  fovourite  element, 
refused  to  obey  the  orders  issued  for  her  defence. 
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and  4breat£ned    to.  tura    Uie^v   mutinous  &vm^ 
ag^4iost  their  native  couiitry.       ;   ; 

The  rapid  and  enormous  increase  of  the  pa-* 
iional  dd)t  had  created  an  alarm  among^.many 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  public  funds ;  and 
under  this  impression^  sums  to  a  g^reat  amount 
T^ere  sold  out  of  the  stocks^.^apd  vested  in  other 
securities.  In  the  course  of  the  war,  the  bank 
bad  advanced  immense  sums  ;to  the  |y;overnmenti 
far  beyond  its  usual  advances  to  the  public  trea-; 
sury ;  and  as  a  considerable  part  of  these  advances 
consisted  of  remittances  to  foreign  powers,  esr 
pecially  to  the  Emperor  of.  Germany,  made  iii 
coin,,  and  not  in  notes,  the  ^old  and  silver  in  the 
bank  were  greatly  diminished.  The  natural  con- 
sequences of  this  procedure  had  been  long  fore- 
seen by  tlie  directors  of  the  bank,  and  as  early  as 
the  year  1795,  they  had  expressed  to  Mr.  Pitt 
their  expectations  ''  that  he  would  arrange  his 
finances  for  the  vear,  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to 
depend  on  any  fuither  assistance  from  tlic 
bank."*  TiiLs  remQjistfance  they  repeated  on  th; 
8th  of  October,  ui*  the  same  year,  and  agaiu  re- 
iterated in  the  year  1798,  but  they  still  contiuwed 
to  afford  large  accomropdatiou  to  the  treasury. 
In  the  beginuing.of  1797^  llje  mjlDister  recjuestcd 
still  further  udvances,  and  inthnated,  at  the  same 
time,  that  a  lottn  amounting  to  the  sum  of  one 
million  five  Lundred  thousand  pounds,  beyond 
the  accommodation  to  the  Cnglish  treasury,  would 
be  wanted  for  Ireland.  On  the  0th  of  February, 
the  governor  of  the  bank  infpnxied  Mr.  Pitt, 
^^  that  under  the  present  sti^te  of  the  bank^s 
accommodation  to  government  bcre^  to  agree 
with  his  request,  of  making  a  further  advance  of 
one  million  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  as  a 
loan,  to  Ireland,  would  tiireaten  ruin  to  the  bank, 
and  most  probably  bring  the  directors  to  shut  up 
their  doors."  This  correspondence  sufficiently 
shews  the  idea  entertained  by  the  bank  directors, 
of  the  danger  that  threatened  their  establishment ; 
but  besides  the  remittance  of  specie,  and  the 
advances  made  to  government,  another  cause 
powerfully  co-operated  to  produce  the  alarming 
derangement  in  the  affairs  of  the  national  bank: 
the  dread  of  invasion,  which  at  this  time  per- 
vaded every  part  of  the  kingdom,  had  induced 
the  capitalists,  as  well  as  ihcroore  opulent  farmers 
and  traders,  at  a  distance  from  the  metropolis, 
to  withdraw  their  money  from  tlie  hands  of 
the  country  bankers,  with  whom  they  had  been 
accustomed  to  deposit  it;  and  the  run  upon  tbig 
provincial  banking-houses  soon  extended  to  the 
capital.  On  Monday  the  20th  of  February,  an 
unusual  demand  ivas  made  by  the  holders  of  notes^ 
upon  the  bank  of  England  for  specie,  and  this  run, 
which  increased  on  the  21st,  became  so  rapid  and 
urgent  on  the  four  following  days,  as  to  excite 


tlie.mpsl^/s^ioua.alai^^t  tl^e  haak,  aqdtp. oblige  BOOK  lU 

the  directprs  to  submit  their  situation  to.  the  con-.  -^ 

sideration  of  the  '  chaace1I<>r  of  the  •  exchequer,  ^"ap-  '*• 
On  the  20th,  government  fvund  it  necessary  to  ""^TI^T*^ 
interfere,  and  on  that  day,  an  order  of  the  privy      *''^' 
council  was  issued,  prohibiting  the  directors  of 
the  bank  from  .^^  issuing  any  c^sh  in  payment  till 
the  sense  of  .parliament  should  be  taken.'^ 

The  consideration  of  this  momentous  sub? 
ject  was  brought  with  as  little  delay  as  possible 
before  the  two  bouses  of  parliau^ent,  and  the  firait 
step  taken  was  to  appoint  two  secret  committees, 
to  ascertain  the  assets  of  the  bank.  These  com* 
mittees  failed  not  to  prosecute  their  inquiry  with 
all  imaginable  vigour ;  and  the  public  appre- 
hension was  materially  allayed  by  their  reports, 
delivered  early  in  the  montji  of  March,  and  from 
which  it  appeared,. that  on  the  15th  of  Februarv, 
the  last  day  of  paying  gold  and  silver  at  the  banle, 
the  amount  of  the  demands  upon  the  company 
was  .f  13,770,390 ;  that  their  assets,  exclusive  of 
the .  permanent  debt  due  from  government, 
amounted  toUie'sum  of  <;£' 17,507,280;  so  that 
there  remained  a  surplus  of  ^3,826,8^)0,  to  which 
must  be  added  the  sum  of  of  11,680,800,  three  per 
cent,  stock,  lei^t  at  diffqrent  times  to  governmeut 
on  parliamentary  security;  which  being  estimated 
,at  fifty  per  cent,  agreeable  to  the  actual  price  at 
that  time  of  the  three  per  cent,  consols,  the  whole 
of  the  capital  Tested  in  the  corporation  of  the 
bank,  after  the  payment  of  all  demands,  amounted 
to  the  enormous  sum  of  «£*9,627,000.  On  these 
reports,  Mr.  Pitt  grounded  a  bill  enabling  the 
hank  to  issue  notes  in  payment  of  demands  upon 
them,  instead  of  cash,  agreeably  to  the  late  order 
of  council  to  that  effect,  and  a  clause  of  the 
utmost  importance  was  introduced  into  .the  act 
for  preventing  any  person  fron\  being  held  to  bail 
who  offered  Bank  of  England  notes  in  discharge 
of  a  debt,  thou^  this  Jaw^  by  leaving  the 
creditor  ihe  option  of  demanding  cash  in  pay- 
ment instead  of  Aotes,  did  not  actually  consti- 
tute tbem  a  legal  tender.  From  this  time  the 
circulation  of  gold  coin  almost  wholly  ceased,  and 
notes,  from  twenty  shillings  and  upwards,  became 
the  general  circulating  medium.  "v 

Several  animatecT  debates  took  place  in  the 
two  houses  of  parliament,  respecting  the  embar* 
rassing  situation  of  the  affairs  of  tlie  bftnk;  aiid 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  .and  Mr.  Grey  respectively 
moved  a  aeries, of  resolutions,  condj|mniDg,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  the  minister's  inwe$mrse  and 
concerns  with  the  bank,  and  attributing  the  em« 
barrassmebts  of  the  company  to  his  neglisence 
and  prodigality;  hut  the  proposed  votes  of  cen- 
sure were  rejected  by  large  majorities. 

It  happened,  by  a  singular  coincidence,  that 
in  the  same  year,  and  about  the  same  period  of  the 
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BOOK  II.  year,  that  the  bank  of  Eagland  waii  driyen  to 

— — — —  the  necessity  of  suspending  its  cash  payments, 

S^'^^'j  ^®  national  bank  of  Vienna  was  obliged  to  haye 

^^^^^  recourse  to  a  similar  expedient ;  and  his  imperial 

'7"     majesty  found  it  necessary  to  issue  an    order, 

direcUng,  that  from  the  Stb  of  April,  1797,  these 

notes  should  be  received  at  their  full  yalue,  as 

ready    cash,   in    all    payments  of  trade  and  of 

reyenue. 

No  sooner  had  Che  alarm  created  by  the 
stoppage  of  cash  payments  at  the  bank  beg^n  to 
subside,  than  an  occasion  of  still  greater  appre- 
hension presented  itself,  in  the  spirit  of  mutiny 
and  disanection  which  at  this  moment  broke  out 
amon^^  the  fleet  at  Spithead.  Great  dissatisfaction 
had  for  some  time  preyailed  respecting  tbe*pay 
and  proyisions  of  the  sailors,  and  in  the  month 
of  February,  in  this  year,  seyeral  anonymous 
letters  were  received  by  Lord  Howe  from  the 
fleet,  praying  for  his  lordship's  influence  towards 
obtaining  an  increase  of  the  seameu^s  pay,  and 
an  improvement  in  the  quality  and  quantity  of 
'  their  provisions ;  at  the  same  time  a  correspon- 
dence was  going  on  by  letter  between  the  crews  of 
the  different  ships,  and  a  committee  of  delegates 
was  appointed  to  obtain  a  redress  of  grievances. 
These  proceedings  were  conducted  with  so  much 
secrecy,  that  it  was  not  till  the  15th  of  April,  when 
Lord  Bridport  made  a  signal  to  prepare  for  sea, 
that  they  began  to  be  suspected  among  the  supe- 
rior officers  of  the  fleet.  Instead  of  weighing  an- 
chor, as  the  signal  imported,  the  seamen  (^  the 
admiraPa  ship  all  ran  up  the  shrouds  and  saluted 
the  crews  of  tne  a^oining  ships  with  three  cheers, 
which  being  instantly  answered  in  the  same  man- 
lier by  the  other  ships,  it  became  manifest  that 
the  spirit  of  disobedience  had  become  general. — 
The  next  step  of  the  delegates  was  to  assemble 
in  council  in  the  cabin  of  the  adiniral*s  ship,  and  to 
place  the  officers  in  custody  to  prevent  them  from 

foing  on  shore.  Here  a  petition  to  the  admiral  was 
rawn  up,  and  presented  on  the  spot,  accompa- 
nied With  an  intimation,  that  till  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  for  an  increase  of  wages,  and  a  regula- 
tibn  in  the  ratio  of  provisions  took  place,  they 
should  not  quit  their  present  station,  '*  unless 
the  enefl^y  was  known  to  be  at  sea.^' 

On  the  18th,  acotnmittee  of  the  admiralty, 
with  ISarl   Spencer   at  their  head,  repaired  to 
Porlsinduth,  with  a  view  to  ihduce  the  refractory 
i^eamen  to  iresume  the  duty  they  owed  to  their 
country,  and  on  (he  Sf3d,  the  admiral  returned  to 
his  ship,  and  after  hoisting  his  flar,  informed 
the  crew  that  he  had  brought  with  him  a  redress 
of  all  their  ffi^ievances,  accompanied  by  his  ma- 
jesty's paf^n  for  the  offenders.    After  some  de- 
liberation^, tbi^se  Offers  were  cheerfuUy  accepted, 
1ifad  e^ery  hian  hastened  to  return  to  his  duty. — It 
was  now  supposed  that  all  cause  of  dissatismction 
was  removed;  hut  ooathiry  to  the  general  expec- 


tation and  hope  of  the  country,  when,  on  the  Tfli 
of  May,  Lord  Bridport  made  the  signal  to  put 
to  sea,  every  ship  at  St.  Hekn*8  refused  to  obey. 
This  second  mutiny  arose,  it  appeared,  firom  a 
groundless  apprdiension  on  the  part  of  the  sea- 
men, that  government  did  not  mean  to  accede  to 
their  demands.  A  meeting  of  the  delegates  was 
again  convened  to  be  held  on  board  the  London, 
but  Vice-adiiiirlil  Colpdys  havHig  determined  to 
prevent  the  illegal  assembly  from  being  held  on 
board  his  ship,  ordered  the  marines  to  fire  upoa 
the  boats  as  they  approached,  and  five  seamea 
were  killed  in  the  skirmish  that  ensued.  The 
crew  of  the  London,  irritated  by  this  resistance 
on  the  part  of  the  admiral,  now  turned  their 
guns  towards  the  stern,  and  threatened  to  blow 
all  aft  into  the  water  unless  tiie  commander  sub- 
mitted, and  Admiral  Colpoys  and  Cq>tain  Grif- 
fiths were  boUi  taken  into  custody  by  thdr  crew, 
and  confihed  for  several  hours  in  separate  cabins. 
In  this  state  of  mutiny  the  sailors  at  Portsmouth 
remained  till  the  14th  of  May,  when  Lord  Howe 
arrived  firom  the  admiralty  witii  plenary  powers 
to  settie  dl  differences,  and  as  his  lordship  vras 
the  hearer  of  the  act  of  parliament  which  had 
passed  on  the  0th,  granting  an-additional  allow- 
ance of  pay  to  the  seamen^  and  also  of  his  ma- 
jesty's proclamation  of  pardon,  the  flag  of  insur- 
rection was  stmcic,  and  the  fleet  prepared  to  put 
to  sea  to  encounter  the  enemy. 

The  public  saw  With  innnite  satisfaction  the 
extinction  of  this  dangerous  spirit  of  disaffection; 
but  their  pleasure  was  speedily  turned  into^  fireiii 
alarm  and  « consternation,  by  a  new  mutiny  in 
another  quarter,  which  for  boldness  and  extent 
is  without  a  parallel  in  the  naval  history  of 
Britain. 

The  North  Sea  fleet,  as  well  as  the  ships 
lying  at  the  Nore,  imitating  the  dangerous  con- 
duct ofthe  crews  at  Spithead,  but  greatly  ex« 
ceeding  them  in  the  extent  of  their  demands, 
chose  delegates  from  every  ship,  and  appointed 
a  seaman  of  the  name  of  Kichard  Parker,  a  bold 
and  enterprising  man^  as  their  president.  The 
demands  of  these  mutineers  comprehended  a 
greater  freedom  of  absence  from  ships  in  har- 
bour— a  more  punctual  discharge  of  arrears  of 
pay — a  more  equal  distribution  of  prizcrmoney, 
and  a  general  abatement  of  the  rigours  of  dis- 
cipline. On  the  23d  of  May.  the  flag  of  Admiral 
Buckner  was  struck  on  board  the  Sandwich,  and 
the  red  flag,  the  symbol  of  mutiny,  hoisted  in 
its  stead.  To  the  daily  conferences  of  this 
mutinous  usurpation,  each  man  of  war  sent  two 
delegates,  and  besides  these  there  was  a  com- 
mittee of  twelve  in  every  riiip,  who  determined 
not  only  all  affairs  relating  to  the  internal  ma- 
nagement of  the  vessel,  but  instructed  their 
delegates,  and  decided  upon  their  merits.  And 
as  if  it  had  been  deternuned  to  give  cc/ai   to 
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Ibeir  proceediiigB,  the  delegates,  witii  the  rdbel 
aydmiral  at  thm  head,  were  allowed  to  come  on 
shore  daily,  and  after  holding  their  ineetiDp;8,  to 

Sarade  the  streets  and.  ramjmrts  with  music  and 
ags.  Sttoh  a  rallying  potnt  of  aeditioii  eoidd 
not  long  be  toleriAed,^  and  the  arrival  of  Lord 
Keith  and  Sir  Charles  Ghrey  at  Sheemess,  pnt 
an  end  to  these  audacious  processions* 

The  mutioy  had  now  risen  to  the  most 
alarming  height,  and  it  was  intimated  to  the 
seamen  that  no  further  concessions  than  what  had 
already  been  made  by  die  leffiriature  would  be 
granted,  some  of  the  most  despefate  of  thdr 
number  suggecited  the  idea  of  carrying  the  ships 
into  an  enemy's  port ;  but  the  majoritv  revolted 
at  so  treadieroiw  a  proceeding,  alle^ping  that  a 
redress  of  grievances,  as  it  was  their  primary, 
so  it  shottM  be  their  ultimate  object  Notwith* 
standing  this  disagreement,  the  crews  of  tlie 
respective  ships  stiS  continued  to  prosecute  their 
designs,  and  for.  the  purpose  of  extorting  com- 

Eliance  with  their  demands,  they  preceded  to 
lock  up  the  Thames,  by  refusing  a  passage  either 
up  or  down  tiie  river  to  the  London  trade,  and 
to  supply  tlieir  present  vrants,  they  took  from  a 
▼essel  three  humlred  sacks  of  flour,  which  they 
distributed  throughout  the  fleet.  On  the  4th  of 
June,  the  whole  fleet  at  ttie  Nore  celebrated  his 
majesty's  birth-day  by  a  royal  salute ;  and  on 
the  6th  they  were  joined  by  the  Agamemnon,. 
Leopold,  Ardent,  and  Isis  men  of  war,  and^the 
Ranger  sloop,  which  had  deserted  from  the  fleet  of 
Admiral  Duncan,  then  in  the  Yarmouth  Roads. 
This  accession  of  strength  swelled  the  mutinous 
fleet  to  twenty-four  sail,  consisting  of  eleven  ships 
of  the  line  and  thirteen  frigates.  The  appear- 
ance of  such  a  multitude  of  shipping  under  the 
conunand  of  a  set  of  common  sailors,  in  a  state 
of  insubordination^  formed  a  singular  and  awful 
spectacle. 

Government  in  the  mean  time  were  not  inat- 
tentive to  the  oblivions  imposed  upon  them  hy 
the  perilous  situation  of  the  country,  and  a  procla^ 
mation  was  issued  ofiering  his  majesty's  pardon 
to  all  such  of  the  mutineers  as  should  immediately 
return  to  thdr^uly.  This  was  speedily  followed 
by  two  acts  of  parliament,  the  former  for  more 
effeotually  restraining  the  intercourse  from  the 
shore  with  the  ships  in  a  state  of  mutiny,  and  the 
latter  for  punishing  with  the  utmost  severity  of 
the  law  any  person  or  persons  who  should  attempt 
to  seduces  seamen  or  soldiers  into  mutinous  prac- 
tices ;  but  the  master-stroke  of  policy  was  to  be 
found  in  the  removal  of  all  the  buoys  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Thames  and  the  neighbouring  coast, 
by  which  any  large  ship  that  should  attempt  to 
suil-away  would  be  exposed  to  the  most  imminent 
danger  of  runniog-a-ground ;  while  furnaces 
and  red  hot  balls  were  kept  in  readiness  at  Sheer- 
ness  to  repel  any  attack  that  might  be  made  on 
that  place  by  the  mutineers. 


The  last  attempt  at  reconciliation  by  treaty  BOOK  II. 
was  made  through  the  Earl  of  Northesk,  **  The 
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Seaman's  Friend,'*  as  he  was  called,  and  who  on  Cnxp.  II. 
die  6ih  of  June  was  rowed  on  board  the  Mon- 
mouth at  the  instance  of  the  delegates,  where  he 
found  the  convention  in  the  state  cabin,  consisting 
of  sixty  delegates,  with  Admiral  Parker  placed  at 
their  head.  I'o  his  lordship  they  communicated 
flie  terms  on  which  alone  they  would  give  up 
the  ships,  and  requested  that  he  would  submit 
them  to  the  king,  and  return  on  board  with  a 
clear  and  positive  answer  witlrni  fifty-four  hours ; 
intimating  that  the  whole  mtut  be  complied  with, 
or  they  would  immediately  put  tlie  fleet  to  sea.. 
These  terms,  which  were  in  substance  the  same 
as  those  stated  above,  were  accompanied  by  a 
note  from  Parker,  in  the  following  words  :-^ 

*'  Simdniuhy  JuH€  6, 3  p.  m. 
«•  To  Captain  Lard  Narthnk, 

^*  Vou  are  hereby  aathorized  and  ordered  to  wait 
'*  upon  tlie  kiii^,  wherever  he  may  be,  with  the  resolutions 
*^  of  the  coronuttte  of  deie^^ates^  and  are  direeted  to  return 
"  back  with  an  answer*  within^  ilfty-ibur  bsufs  from  the 


**  date  hereof. 


R.  PAUKER,  Pr£8ios.nt." 


These  terms,  which  were  submitted  the  next 
day  to  the  king  in  council,  were  r^ected,  and  the 
intelligence  of  their  refusal  was  communicated 
by  Captain  Knight,  of  the  Inflexible.  All  hopes 
of  accommodation  being  thus  at  an  end,  prepay 
rations  were  making  to  inforce  obedience  to  the 
laws,  from  the  trorks  at  Sheemess,  but  the  defec- 
tion of  several  of  the  ships,  on  the  0th,  with  other 
symptoms  of  disunion  amongst  the  mutineers^ 
rendered  the  application  of  force  unnecessary. 
On  the  10th,  several  of  the  mutinous  ships^ 
being  reduced  to  great  exigencies  for  want  of 
fresh  provisions  and  water,  struck  the  red  flag. 
On  the  i  2th,  all  but  seven  of  the  ships  hoisted 
the  union  flag,  to  signify  their  wish  to  return  to 
obedience ;  and  on  the  following  morning,  five 
out  of  the  seven  remaining  vessels  ran  away 
from  the  mutinous  ships,  and  sought  protection 
under  the  guns  of  the  fort  of  Sheemess.  All 
further  resistance  was  now  in  vain,  and  after  a 
fruitless  attempt  to  obtain  a  general  pardon,  the 
crew  of  the  Sandwich  steered  that  ship  on  the 
following  morning  into  Sheemess,  where  Jdmi^ 
ml  Parker  was  arrested  by  a  picquet-guard  of 
fioldiers,  along  with  a  person  of  the.  name  of 
Davies,  who  had  acted  as  a  captain  under  him, 
with  about  thirty  other  delegates,  and  were  all 
committed  to  the  black- bole  in  the  garrison. 
One  of  the  delegates,  of  the  name  of  Wallace, 
more  desperate  than  the  rest,  being  determined 
neither  to  out  live  his  power,  nor  to  submit  to  the 
ignominy  of  a  public  execution,  shot  himself 
dead  on  the  appearance  of  the  soldiers.  Thus 
all  resistance  to  the  authority  of  the  officers 
ceased,  and  the  public  mind  recovered  its  former 
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'BOOK  II.  composure,  by  IheeDtire  extiiictioii  of  this  alarm* 

- — '  ■         ing  revolt. 

Chap.  II.  The.  trial  of  Parker  commenced  on  the  22A 

of  June,  on  board  the  Neptune,  of  Greenhithe, 
before  a  court  martial,  consisting  of  captains   of 
the  navy,  of  which  Sir  T.  Paisley  was  president. 
The  prisoner  was  charged  with  various  acts  of 
mutiny,  committed  on  board  his  majesty's  fleet,* 
at  the  Nore ;  of  disobedience  of  orders ;  and  of 
contempt  of  the  anthority  of  his  officers.  The  facts 
being  clearly  established,  Parker  was  called  upon 
for  his  defence  on  the  fourth  day  of  his  trial ; 
after  commenting  upon  the  evidence  with  consi- 
derable ability,  he  solemnly  declared  that  he  had 
no  hand  in  the  commencement  of  the  mutiny  ; 
bat  that  two  days  after  it  had  broken  out,  he 
saw  that  a  violent  snirit  had  spread  among  the 
men,  and  he  then  embarked  in  the  cause,  for  the 
purpose  of  checking  the  violence  of  their  pro- 
ceeaings;  and  he  was  fully  satisfied,  that  if  he 
had  not  taken  an  active  part,  the   mutiny  which 
had  ended  so  unfortunately,    would    have  been 
attended  with  consequences  still  more  dreadful, 
the  court,  after  some  deliberation,  adjudged  the 
prisoner  to  death ;  on   which,  with  astonishing 
composure,  he  addressed  them  as  follows  : — 

**  I  bow  to  your  senteDce  with  all  due  submission,  being 
convinced  I  hare  acted  uuder  the  dictates  of  a  g-ood  con- 
menee.  God,  who  knows  the  hearts  of  all  men,  will,  I 
hope,  receive  jne.  1  hope  that  my  death  will  atone  to  the 
country ;  and  that  those  brave  men  who  hare  acted  with 
nie,  will  receive  a  (general  pardon,  I  am  satisfied  they  will 
all  then  return  to  their  duly  wiih  alacrity,** 

On  the  SOth  of  June,  Parker  was  executed 
on  board  the  Sandwich,  and  met  his  fate  with 
fortitude.  A  great  number  of  the  other  mutineers 
•received  sentence  of  death,  and  many  of  the  ring- 
leaders were  executed  ;  while  some  of  the  minor 
offenders  atoned  for  their  crime  by  undergoing  a 
public  whipping;  and  ail  those  on  whom  sen- 
tence of  death  had  been  pronounced,  without 
being  carried  into  effect,  experienced  the  royal 
elemency,  after  the  splendid  naval  victory  ob- 
tained by  Admiral  Duncan. 

The  distracted  state  of  Ireland  at  this 
period,  en^ged  a  considerable  share  of  public 
attention,  noth  in  parliament  and  in  the  country, 
^ver  since  the  recall  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  the  dis- 
contents had  continued  to  increase,  and  at  the 
present  moment  several  parishes,  baronies,  and 
even  counties,  were  declared  to  be  out  of  the 
king's  peace.  Impressed  with  the  gloomy  con- 
siderations which  such  a  state  of  things  naturally 
«uggested,  the  Earl  of  Moira,  on  the  21st  of 
March,  moved  in  the  house  of  Lords  for  an  ad- 
dress to  his  majesty,  praying,  **  that  he  would 
be  graciously  pleased  to  interpose  his  paternal 
interference,  to  remove  the  discontents  which 
prevailed    in  Ireland,    and    created    the    most 


serious  alarm  "for. that  country,  atld  for  the  dearest 
interests  of  Britain.'*      His  lordship  conceived 
the  present  motion  to  relate  to  a  matter  of  com- 
mon concern  and  mutual  interest,  upon  w^hieli 
both  countries  had  a  right  to  stand  forward  ;  and 
to  prove  the  influence  of  tlie  British  cabinet  over 
the  councils  of  Ireland,  if  that  could  be  a  matter 
of   doubt,    he   adverted  to  the  i^all  of  Earl 
FitzwiUinm,  at  a  period  when  all   Ireland  ap- 
plauded the  wisdom  of  his  measures — ithen  that 
c^un^ry    afforded  tlie  fairest  prospect  of  tran- 
quillity,   and    the    surest   pledge  of  assistance 
and    support   to    the  empire.     Lord  GrenviHe, 
in  reply,  insisted  that  the  present  motion  could 
not  oe  adopted  without  tearing  asunder  every 
bond  of  union,  and  breaHing  th^  solemn   eoii-^ 
tract    subsisting    between    the    two  oountries. 
Instead  of  remedying  discontents,  the  motion  now 
submitted  to  the  house  would  increase  tbem,  and 
induce  the  Irish  to  imagine  that  their,  own  legis-* 
lature  was  regardless  of  their  welfare.      Earl 
Fitzwilliam  could  J>ever  concede  to  the  noble 
secretary,  ftiat  this  country. ettgbt  not  to  give  an 
opinion   upon    the  public  situattoA  of  Ireland: 
Such  interference  for  tlie  purpose  of  avinrting 
evils  from  both,  was  as  proper  as  tiie  right  was 
clear ;  and  if  ever  it  was  expedient  to  exercise 
that  right,  it  was  at  this  period  of  awful  portent^ 
wb^n   storms   and  tempests  impended  over  the 
country,  and  when  the  legislature  were  eatled 
upon  by  their  duty,  to  exert  every  effort  ef  hu- 
man wisdom  to  avert  the  danger  which  threatened 
the  empire.     The  Earl  of  Liverpool  contended 
that  the  evils  complained  of,  if  they  had  really 
any  existence,  ought  to  be  remedied  by  the  Irish 
parliament ;  not  by  the  British  legislature,  Whose 
interference  was  calculated  to  aggravate,  net  to 
remove  discontent.    The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne 
held  that  ministers  were  prosecuting  a  system  in 
Ireland,  that  would,  in  its  consequences,  shake 
the  British  empire  to  its  centre.    <«  Give,*'  said 
the  noble  marquis,   "  the  people  of  Ireland  their 
rights,    and  you  will  re<|uire  neither  fleets  nor 
armies   to  jirotect  them.*'     This  debate,  which 
was  highly  interesting  and  animated,  terminated 
in  the  moUon  being  negatived  by  a  majority  of 
seventy  to  twenty  voices ;  and  a  similar  motion 
made  two  days  afterwards  in  the  house  of  com- 
mens,  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  seconded  by  Sir  Francis 
Burdett,  shared  a  similar  fate. 

Notwithstanding  the  existence  of  the  acts 
recently  passed,  to  the  prejudice  of  popular 
assemblies,  the  inhabitants  of  Westminster,  and 
of  several  other  cities  and  populous  districts, 
assembled  in  the  spring  of  the  present  year,  and 
numerous  petitions  were  voted  at  these  meetin<rs 
praying  for  the  removal  of  ministers.  Encouraged 
by  this  indication  of  public  feeling,  which,  it  is 
proper  to  observe,  was  by  no  means  general, 
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The  fiarl  of  Suflblk  moved  in  the  house  of  lords^ 
on  the  27th  of  March,  ^^  that  an  address  might 
be  presented  to  his  migesty,  humbly  requesting 
him  to  dismiss  from  his  councils  the  first  lord 
of  the  treasury,  ivhose  pernicious  measures 
had  deprived  him  of  the  confidence  of  the 
country."  This  motion  was  followed  on  the  19th 
of  May  by  another  in  the  commons,  moved  by 
Mr.  Alderman  Combe,  for  an  address  to  the 
king,  "  beseeching  his  msjesty  to  dismiss  from 
his  councils  his  present  ministers,  as  the  most 
likely  means  of  obtaining  a  permanent  and  speedy 
peace.'* 

In  favour  of  these  addresses,  it  was  urged 
*^thut  ministers  had  plunged  the  country  into  an 
unnecessary  war,  which  had  added  one  hundred 
and  thirty  millions  to  the  national  debt,  and  had 
imposed  taxes  to  the  amount  of  six  millions  and 
a  half  annually ;  tiiat  instead  of  restoring  mo- 
narchy in  France,  they  had  been  compelled  to 
recognize  the  republic  ;  that  instead  of  weaken- 
ing the  powers,  or  dismembering  the  territories 
of  the  enemy,  they  had  suffered  them  to  add  the 
Netherlands,  Holland,  and  a  great  part  of  Italy, 
to  the  republic ;  that  they  had  neglected  the 
proper  opportunities  of  making  peace^  ^nd  that 
their  negociatioos  for  that  desirable  object  had 
been  conducted  with  insincerity;  that  to  their 
profusion  were  imputable  all  the  embarrassments, 
that  had  so  lately  distressed  the  national  bank, 
and  to  their  folly  and  misconduct,  all  the  in- 
subordination that  had  shewn  itself  in  the  na^vy ; 
the  discontents  that  prevailed  among  the  people 
of  England ;  and  the  spirit  of  rebellion  which 
had  begun  to  manifest  itself  in  Ireland  ;  that 
their  boast  of  having  preserved  their  country 
from  Jacobinical  principles  was  supposititious,  but 
tbat  the  evils  they  had  brought  upon  the  country 
were  real,  and  would  be  permanent  as  the  govern- 
ment itself;  that  in  fact,  ministers  themselves 
were  the  most  practical  jacobins  in  the  country ; 
that  they  had  banished  gold  and  silver  from  cir- 
culation, and  taken  up  the  paper  system,  .at  the 
time  France  had  laid  it  down  ;  that  they  had  had 
recourse  to  arbitrary  measures,  military  force, 
and  pretended  plots,  with  every  article  of  jaco- 
binism, that  had  been  previously  practised  in 
France ;  and  tbat  it  was  the  virtuous  and  en- 
lightened juries  of  1794  which  defeated  the  Ro- 
bespierrian  system,  attempted  to  be  established 
in  this  country  by  his  majesty's  ministers.''^ 

It  was  contended  on  the  other  hand,  ''that 
the  country  owed  to  ministers  the  three  greatest 
blessings  that  a  country  could  possess — liberty, 
internal  tranquillitv,  and  general  prosperity. 
That  under  their  administration,  juries  had  been 


invested  with  the  power  of  judging  of  the  point  BOOK  II. 
of  law,  as  well  as  die  matter  of  fact ;  that  when  ■ 

Mr.  Pitt  came  into  office,  the  funds  were  at  sixty-   Chap.  II. 
four,   but,    by  his  financial    abilities,  they  had  ^""TJCT*^ 
been  rais^,  before  the  war  broke  out,  to  ninety-      ^ '^ 
eight ;    that  even    during    the  war,  our  trade, 
manufactures,  and  agriculture,  had  continued  to 
flourish ;  that  it  was  impossible  for  ministers  to 
avoid  entering  into  the  war ;    that   though  the  ' 
success  of  our  allies  had  not  equaUed  our  expec- 
tations, yet,  as  for  ourselves,  our  success  as  well 
as  our  exertions  had   been  unparalleled  ;    in  a 
word,  that  we  were  indebted  to  the  exertions  of 
the  present  ministers,  for  arresting  the  progress 
of  French  principles  among  us,  for  our  freedom 
from  those  miseries   that   France  had    brought 
upon  other  countries,  and  for  the  internal  tran- 
quillity that    at   present   prevailed  in  our  own 
happy  island.^'t 

The  motion  for  the  address  was  negatived 
in  the  house  of  peers,  by  a  majority  of  eighty- 
six  to  sixteen ;  and  in  the  commons,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  two  hundred  and  forty-two  to  fifty- 
nine.' 

On  the  26th  of  May,  Mr.  Grey  made  his 
final  motion  relative  to  a  reform  in  parliament, 
which  he  had  so  frequently,  at  different  times, 
and  in  various  modes,  brought  under  public  and 
parliamentary  discussion.  He  had  not,  however, 
yel  attAmpied  that  great  desideratum — a  specific 

Elan  of  reform,  at  once  rational,  feasible,  and 
eneficial ;  but  such  was  the  object  of  the  pro- 
position now  submitted  to  the  candour  and 
judgment  of  the  house.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man solemnly  affirmed,  **  that  he  sought  not  to 
alter  any  part  of  the  constitution,  but  merely  to 
obtain  for  the  people,  a  full,  fair,  and  free  repre- 
sentation in  parliament,  to  which  they  were 
incontrovertibly  entitled.  He  proposed,  that  the 
county  representation  should  continue  upon  the 
same  footing  as  at  present,  but  that  the  number 
of  county  members  should  be  increased  from 
ninety-two  to  one  hundred  and  thirteen ;  the 
addition  to  be  made  to  the  largest  counties,  in 
proportion  to  their  population — for  instance,  in- 
stead of  two  for  the  county  of  York,  there  should 
be  two  for  each  riding,  and  so  in  the  other 
counties,  where  the  present  representation  was 
not  proportioned  to  the  extent  of  the  population. 
In  order  to  put  an  end  to  compromises,  counties 
should  be  divided  into  grand  divisions,  each  of 
which  should  return  one  representative:  the 
right  of  elective  franchise  to  be  extended  to 
copy- holders  and  lease-holders,  who  were  bound 
to- pay  a  certain  annual  rent,  a  certain  number  of 
years  :  the  remaining  four  hundred  members  to 
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*  Tbe  Marquis  of  LansdowDe's  speech  on  the  27th  of  March. 

t  Lord  GreavD^le's  speech  in  tbe  same  debate. 
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BOOK  IL  be  relumed  b;  onedeseripiioii  of  persons,  namdjv 
bouseholders :  the  poll  to*  be  takam.  Ihrouykoat 
the^  kiti«doiii  at  onetioiQ;  and'  the  game  peraoa 
not  to  oe  permitted  to  -vote  fion  more  than  one 
member :  tba^  duration  of  parliameiit  to  be  limited 
to  three  yeara  Upon  tbis^  plan,  Mr.  Grey  said^ 
the  members  would  hold  their  seats',  not  indeed 
on  the  basis  of  universal  sufl^ffe,  but  of  univer-K 
sal  representation.  The  qualmcqition  would  be 
so  iiMd,  that  no  maUi  however  mean,  might  net* 
hope,  by  honest  industry,  and  fair  eoBortiaDi  td 
raisehimself  to  this  distinction/*  This  motion  was. 
seconded  by  Mr.  Srskine-,  opposed  by  Mr.  Pitt^ 
fmd  Lord  Hawkesbury,  supported  by  Mr.  Fox^ 
and  Mri  SheridMi^  and  hist  by  a  majority  of  two> 
biHidsed  and  fifty^eiffht,  to  sixty'-three  voices. 

The  session  of  parliament  now  drew  to  a 
cdose,  and  on  the  30tti  of  July  the  deliberations 
of  that  assembly  were  concluded  in  the  usual 
iMoner,  by^  a  speech  from  the  throne,  in  which 


hb  Miajesty  intimated  to  tbo-two  honses  of  parlia- 
ment^ ^'  tlmt  he  was  agann  engaged  in  a  negocia-* 
tion  fev  peace,  which  nothing  should  be  wanting^ 
on  his  part  to  briiig  to  a  successful  termination^ 
on.  9aA  conditions  as  were  consistent  with  the 
aeouiity,  honour,  and  essential  interests  of  biv 
dominions*^' 

In  the  smcellaneous  events  of  the  present 
year,  the  death  of  one  of  the  mpst  distingaisbed 
statesmen  of  the  age  stands  recorded-^a  man 
whose  talents  as  a  parliamcoitary  orator,  and  a 
peUtieal  writer,  wene  of  tlie  first  order,  and  whose 
death  took  place  in  the  midst  of  that  war  against 
"regicide  France,"  whieh  his  labours,  both  in  and 
out  of  parliament^  had  tended  so  materially  to 
mnotduce  and  to  prolong.  The  death  of.  Mr. 
Sdmnnd  Burke  occurred  at.  his  seat,  at  Bea- 
cottsfield,  on  Saturday,  July  the  8tb,  1797,  in 
the  siaty-eighth  year  of  bis.  age.*  * 


*'  Mr^  BtnrkB  wss  bom  in  DeUm^  on  the  1st  of  January^  1730,  ami  deriv«d  his  dssGeat  from  a  respectable  fwnilj ; 
bist^hcp  being  by  proiesaioa  an  attorney,  ia  eonsiderable  practice  in  that  city.    Uaviog  received  a  liberal  educatioD,  he 
repaired  to  London,  earJy  in  life,  and  entered  himself  ia  die  Temple^  where  he  increased  his  slender  finances  by  writing 
for  the  nentspapen^  and  other  periodical  publications.    His  first  ackaowledged  literary  production  was  **  a  Tiodication  of 
Natural  Society,"  and  his  second,  an  "  Essay  on  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful."    This  latter  publication  Gfave  to  his  talents 
the  stamp  of  g«nius,  and  durinjf  the  Rockingham  administration  he  was  chosen  member  of  parliament  for  Windorer,  ia 
Buckini^hamshire,  and  soon  distinguished  himself  as  a  decided  enemy  to  American  taxation,  unattended  by  represents* 
tiOHt     In  pursuing  his  parliamentary  career  he  became  an  ardent  supporter  of  religious  toleration,  both  as  it  regarded  the 
catholic  and  protestant  dissenter,  and  when  Shr  Henry  Houghton  niade  his  memorable  motion  in  the  House  of  €oaMnoD# 
ibr  reliering  the  dissenters  from  sub«oription,  mi4  IVom  iite  p»ii*l  laws,  Sir.  Burke,  in  an  energslie  oration,  exclaimed— 
'^The  dissenters  enjoy  liberty  by  oonniTance!  and  what  is  liberty  by  coanirance,  bat  a  tamporary  Tehusation  of  slavery?^- 
On  the  dissolution  of  parliament  whieh  speedily- followed,  he  was  chosen  member  for  Maltoa,  under  the  audioes  of  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  at  the  saoMs  tinne  was  elected,  along  with  Mr.  Cruger,  representative  for  the  city  of  Bristol, 
Ar  which  latter  place  he  took  his  seat.    Having  giren  offence  to  masy  of  his  coostituents  at  Bristol,  by  his  defence  (^ 
the  trade  of  Ireland,  he  declined  te  oifer  himself  again  to  their  sufrages  on  the  dissolution  of  parliament,  in  1780.    Oa 
the  admission  of  tlie  Rockingham  party  into  power,  Mr.  Burice  came  into  office,  and  was  appointed  paymaster-general 
of  the  fei>oe8.    This  situation  he  held  .till  the  olevatioD  of  Lord  Shelbume  to  the  office  of  premier,  when  Mr.  Burke  with- 
drew from  the  administration  along  with  his  friend  Mr.  Fox;  but  on  the  appointment  of  the  coalition  administration,  he  was 
again  reinstated  in  his  office  of  paymaster* general.    During  the  existence  of  this  administration*,  he  remained  in  office ; 
but  Mr.  Fox's  India  Bill  soon  removed  that  ministry  of  discordant  materials  from  power,  and  placed  Mr.  I^tt  at  the 
head  of  the  treasury.    Soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  French  revolution,  Mr.   Burke  published  his  celebrated 
*'  Reflections,"  the  object  of  which  was  to  shew  that  all  the  measures  of  the  revolutionists  tended  to  anarchy  and  blood* 
shed,  and  that  the  tremendous  event  which  all  Europe  had  viewed  with  astonishment,  was  pregnant  with  danger  te  the 
neighbouring  states.    On  this  point  Mr.  Burke  was  at  issue  with  his  fonner  political  connections,  and  in  a  debate  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  on  the  new  constitution  of  Canada,  he  observed,  that  Mr.  Pox  and  he  liad  often  differed,  and  that 
Aere  had  been  no  less  friendship  between  them:  *<  but,"  added  he, '<  there  is  something  in  the  cussed  French  constitution 
which  envenoms  every  Uiing."    Mr.  fV)x,  in  aa  under  voice,  said:  '*  there  is  still  no  loss  of  friendship  between  us."— 
*' Yes,"  exclaiincd  Mr«  Buike,  *<  there  is;  I  know  the  price  of  my  conduct;  our  friendsliip  is  at  an  end."     Mr.  Fox, 
who  had  sustained  with  conpfesure  all  the  attacks  of  bis  pplitical  adversaries,  was  greatly  agitated  by  this  renunciation 
of  friendship; 

"  This  was  the  onldndest  cut  of  all ; 

bat  sooa  reeovcring  his  seirposseseien,  he  replied,  in  tenns  full  of  conciliation,  maintaining,  howerer,  at  the  same  time,  * 
that  Mr.  Burke's  former  political  piinoiples  were  utterly  at  variance  with  his  present  viewsand  declarmtions. 

The  parliamentary  labours  of  Mr.  Burke  now  drew  towards  a  close ;  and  on  the  termination  of  the  trial  of  Warren 
Hastings,  in  which  he  had  stood  forth  as  one  of  the  principal  aeeusers,  be  resigsned  his  seat  in  fiivour  of  bis  only  son. 
Hits  yeung  nMn,  the  objcet  of  his  venerable  finther^  warmest  ssJidtude,  was  appointed  secretary  to  Earl  FitawiUiam, 
pending  bis  vioe^royahy  to  Ireltad,  but  bis  death,  on  the  2d  of  August,  1794,  put  a  period  to  bis  opening  prospects, 
and  inflicted  upon  his  father  a  shock  from  which  he  never  recovered.  On  the  death  of  his  son.  the  king  was  pleased  to 
settle  upon  Mr.  Burke  and  his  lady  a  pensionfor  life.  The  last  effort  of  his  pen  was  enUtled  ••  Thoughts  on  z,  Regicide 
Peace ;"  a  production  that  made  its  appearance  when  Lord  Malmeabnry  was  first  sent  to  France,  to  negociate  with  the 
directory.    Soon  after  the  publication  of  this  boo^^  1^  health  began  tq  decline,  but  bis  body  only,  end  not  bis  mind. 
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During  the  pcesmt  jFear,  Charlotte  Matilda,  biu:y^.a0«i«tedby.llie>  Archhishoq;  <tf  York,  ia  ps#«  BOOK  U* 

the  PrinoeM  Royal  of  Eogland,  ^a»  married  ta     MJMeofthe  royal  family:;  and  a  portion  oifei^K  *; 

f'rederiok- William,   the   hereditary    Prince    of  tboujMmd  pounds  wa^voAed  by,  pairliaili^ent  to.  Iw  ^^^' ^^ 

Wirtemberg.      The  oecemony  was  performed  on  royal  bis^meas^  and>hiaaiig|tt6trMrida.                       ^^1797^^ 
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NO  fact  can  be  more  capable  of  demonstca- 
iiOD  than  that  all  the  heroism  or  public  virtue 
of  revolutionary  France  is  to  be  found  in  ber 
military  annals  ;  her  civil  history  affords  a  pic-* 
ture  of  little  but  the  violent  coiltsion  of  parties ; 
and  while  faDtion  supplanted  faction  in  oontesia 
Cmt  power,  almost  every  principle  which  the 
revoltttion  was  instituted  to  estanlish,  w«is  for- 
goltoi  and  violated. 

The  constitution  of  France,  as  it  existed 
under  the  directory  and  the  two  councils,  con* 
taiiled  in  itsttlf  so  many  jarring  elements,  Uiat  it 
required  very  little  political  sagacity  to  foresee 
that  tiie  different  estates  must  soon  be  involved  in 
contests,  and  that  another  of  those  struggles  for 


aacandeaey,  which  had  so  often  prevailed,  in  the 
various  stages  of  the  revolutien,  was  at  hand* 
Id  thei  month  of  l>ecenkber,  1790,  the  directory, 
in  a  message  to  the  councils,  announced,  that  the 
public  finances  were  in  a  stsiie  of  the  utmost  de- 
rangement, and  thai  unless  an  effnotual  remedy 
were  speedily  applied,  the  total  ruioiof  the  repub^v 
lie  might  be  anticipated.  To  this  gloomy  oomn 
munication^  the  council  of  five,  hundred,  which 
seemed  well  disposed  to  absorb,  all  the  powers' 
of  the  directory,  cokdly- replied,  ^^  that  the  ahurm- 
ing  and  desperaie  state  of  the.  republie  existed 
only  in  the  message.;  that  a  severe  economy 
would  restore  the  ec|uilibrium  of  receipt  and 
expenditure ;  and  that  the  errors  contained  in  the 


affected*  The  lainp  of  lifi»  was  oonsumnig  fast,  but  it  was  not  Tioleaily  oxtio^Misbed.  Tbp  weok  in  which  he  died  he. 
conForved  fireely  witb  bis  litemry  and  political  friends,  and  dwelt  particularly  on  theiFreniCh  revolutioo,  and' on  the  painful 
aeparation  from  admired  friends  which  it  had  occasioned ;  he  spoke  with  pleasure  of  tb«  conscious  rectitude  of  hisinteui 
tions,  and  intreated,  if  be  had  by  an  nngcnarded  asperity  gifen  offence,  that  they  would  pardon  his  infinnity.  The  last 
subjects  of  his  literary  attention  were  *'  the  inculcations  of  practical  wisdom,  guiding  to  temporal  and  eternal  happi- 
ness ;"  and  during  his  last  illness  he  frequently  declared  his  thorough  belief  of  the  christian  religion.  He  appeared 
neither  to  wish  nor  to  dread,  but  patiently  and  placidly  to  await  the  appointed  hour  of  dissolution,  and  after  a  most  interest-* 
ing  and  tender  couTersation  with  his  young  friend  Mr.  Nagle,  he  faintly  utered  '*  God  bless  you*' — fell  hack — and 
breathed  his  last. 

That  Mr.  Burke  possessed  abilities  of  the  first  order  will  be  unirersally  admitted  3  he  had  a  great  compass  of  mind, 
a  large  share  of  learning,  and  a  never-failing  stieam  of  eloquence.  He  adorned  every  subject  that  came  under  his  obser- 
vation, and  enlivened  every  speech  he  delivered  with  the  excursions  of  fsncy  and  the  charms  of  imagery.  His  quick 
sensibility,  however,  rendered  his  temper  irritable  ;  and  his  coBtentions  in  active  politios  called  that  infirmity  forth  much 
more  frequently  than  it  woold  have  been  produced  in  cahner  situations.  His  invectivies,  both  in  speaking  and  writing, 
were  so  bitter  and  severe,  thai  they  seemed  to  argue  a  malignity  of  disposition,  though  they  puooeeded  only  from  ao  ardency 
of  feeling*  His  political  principles  were  more  favourable  to  the  claims  of  the  privileged  orders  than  to  popular  freedom, 
and  he  was  a  tory  in  principle  when  he  was  a  whig  in  political  connections.  In  the  relations  of  private  life,  bis  conduct 
was  highly  meritoraous.-— An  affectionate  husband,  a  tender,  judicious,  and  indulgent  father^  a  sincere  friend;  at  once 
fervid  and  active,  a  liberal  master,  and  a  aealous  and  bountiful  patrOn.  His  political  conduct^  in  the  early  and  latter  periods 
of  his  life,  was,  it  mast  be  admitted,  in  direct  opposition,  but  his  panegyrists  say,  that  "  he  preserved  his  consistency  by 
varying  his  means  to  secure  the  unity  of  his  ends,  and  that  when  the  equipoise  of  the  state  yessel  was  endangered  by  over- 
ti^ding  it  on  one  iwle,  he  ci^nded  the  weight  of  his  powers  to  ijbit  other,''— Z^r.  BUsei. 
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of  the  directory  in  making  them  public.**     This 

Chap.  III.  message  was  speedily  followed  by  another  no  less 
'"^^T^^I**^  alarming,  in  which  the  directory  announced  a 
rojalist  conspiracy,  which  had  for  its  object  to 
seize  upon  we  city  of  Paris,  to  overturn  the 
goYernment,  and  by  the  help  of  England,  to 
place  Louis  XVIII.  upon  tfie  throne  of  France. 
•The  particulars  of  this  conspiracy  were  laid 
before  the  councils  on  the  4th  of  February, 
and  the  principal  conspirators  were  said  to  be 
one  Dunan,  a  grocer,  and  Brotbier,  a  priest, 
assisted  by  two  persons  of  the  name  of  I^  Vil- 
leurnoy  and  Poly.  The  trial  and  conviction  of 
the  conspirators,  by  a  military  tribunal,  soon 
after  followed,  and  sentence  of  death  was  passed 
upon  them  ;  but  upon  Dunan's  making  a  confes* 
sion,  that  their  object  was  to  restore  the  throne, 
by  the  help  of  the  two  councils,  and  implicating 
upwards  of  two  hundred  of  the  members  of  these 
bodies  in  the  revolutionary  design  ;  he  obtained  a 
free  pardon  for  himself  and  his  associates. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  period  approached 
when  one-third  of  the  legislative  body  was  to  be 
changed,  and  on  the  5th  of  March  the  two  coun- 
cils drew  the  lots  which  were  to  deprive  that 
proportion  of  members  of  their  seats.  On  the 
approach  of  the  election  the  whole  nation  was 
agitated  by  the  efforts  of  the  contending  factions; 
and  a  law  proposed  by  the  directory  was  enacted, 
after  violent  opposition  in  the  councils,  that  an 
oath  should  be  taken  by  the  electors  previous  to 
the  discharge  of  their  functions,  by  which  they 
should  solemnly  engage  to  defend  the  republic 
and  the  constitution  against  the  attacks  of  the 
royalist  party  on  ihe  one  hand,  and  against  the 
mountain  party  on  the  other.* 

The  elections  for  the  most  part  were  con- 
ducted with  exemplary  moderation,  and  on  the 
20th  of  May  the  new  third  entered  upon  their 
public  duties,  when  General  Pichegru  was 
appointed  president'  of  the  council  of  five  hundred, 
and  Barbe  Marbois,  president  of  the  council  of 
ancients.  The  day  previous  to  the  meeting  of 
the  two  councils,  the  airectory  decided  the  change 
of  one  of  their  own  body,  and  Le  Tourneur 
having  drawn  the  lot  which  disrobed  him  of  the 
directoral  purple,  his  place  was  supplied  by 
Barthelemi,  the  successful  and  enlightened  nego- 
ciator  at  Basle.  On  the  18th  a  decree  was  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  of  finance,  and  passed 
by  the  council  of  five  hundred,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  take  the  whole  power  of  the  purse  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  directory.  The  executive  and 
the  legislative  foodies  were  now  in  a  state  of  open 
hostility.  The  conduct  of  the  directory  was 
severely  canvassed  in  the  councils,  particularly 


with  regard  to  the  management  of  the  colonies, 
to  their  treatment  of  the  American  States,  and 
to  their  violation  of  liberty,  by  submitting  private 
letters  to  official  inspection.  Nor  did  the  con- 
duct of  General  Bonaparte  himself,  in  his  pro^ 
ceedings  towards  Venice,  pass  without  censure ; 
and  it  was  probably  to  this  circumstance  that  the 
directory  was  indebted  for  their  ultimate  triumph 
over  the  councils.  At  this  period  the  estates  and 
privileges  of  citizens  were  restored  to  the  Prince 
of  Conti  and  the  Duchess  of  Orleans,  by  an 
almost  unanimous  vote  of  the  two  councils ;  and 
a  decree  for  reinstating  the  relations  of  emigrants 
in  the  undisturbed  possession  of  their^  property, 
and  another  in  favour  of  banished  priests,  were 
introduced  into  the  council  of  five  hundred,  and 
received  the  sanction  of  that  assembly.  These 
enactments  gave  great  umbrage  to  the  directory, 
while  the  adherents  of  the  conflicting  parties 
began  to  form  themselves  into  clubs,  and  to  dis- 
tinguish themselves  by  party-coloured  dresses. 
The  large  concessions  made  to  the  emigrants  and 
priests  animated  the  drooping  spirits  of  the 
loyalists,  and  when  combined  with  the  dissensions 
which  prevailed  between  the  directory  and  the 
council  of  five  hundred,  gave  them  the  most  con<* 
fident  hopes  of  the  near  approach  of  a  counter- 
revolution. Unfortunately  for  the  party  in  oppo* 
sition  to  the  directory,  the  discontent  and  suspi- 
cion excited  by  their  measures  had  reached  the 
army ;  and  the  French  troops  in  Italy,  under 
Bonaparte,  having  led  the  way  in  addressing  the 
directory,  their  example  was  speedily  followed  by 
all  the  other  armies  of  the  republic :  in  these 
addresses,  *^  the  defenders  ot  their  country" 
lamented  the  violation  of  the  constitution,  the 
degradation  of  the  government,  the  return  of  the 
emigrants^and  the  favour  and  protection  afforded  to 
non-juring  priests;  and  that  from  the  division  of 
Massena  conchided  in  these  intelligible  words : — 
*^  Does  the  road  to  Paris  present  more  obstacles 
that  that  to  Vienna  ?  No !  it  will  be  opened  to 
us  by  the  republicans,  who  have  remained  ikith- 
ful  to  liberty."  Matters  were  now  approaching 
rapidlv  to  a  crisis ;  and  though  it  might  be 
difficult  to  sav  how  the  contest  would  end, 
nothing  could  be  more  clear  than  that  another 
great  political  explosion  was  at  hand.  The  direc- 
tory having  placed  Talleyrand  Perigord  in  the 
situation  of  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  and 
being  emboldened  by  the  assurance  of  support  so 
recently  received  from  the  armies,  determined  to 
crush  all  oppostition  by  the  complete  destruction 
of  their  opponents.  The  execution  of  this  duty 
was  confided  to  General  Augereau,  a  bold  and 
active  officer,  who  had  been  lately  dispatched 
from  Italy,    by  General  Bonaparte,    under  the 


*  The  oath  prescribed  waflin  thes^  terms: — *<  I  promise  attachment  and  fidelity  to  the  republic  and  the  comtitotioii  tff 
the  third  year,  and  I  pledge  myself  to  defend  them  with  all  my  power  against  the  attacks  of  royalty  and  auarcfay." 
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pretext  for  conveying  to  Paris  some  staU^^^da 
taken  from  the  enemy. 

The    members    of    opposition    were    now 
awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  danger.    EarW  on 
the  morning  of  the  18th  Fructidor  (4th  of  Sep- 
tenciber,  1797,)  the  alarm  gun  was  fired  by  order 
of  the  majority  of  the  directory  ;   for  Barthelemi, 
refusing  to  concur  in  these  violent  measures,  was 
put  under  arrest,  while  Carnot  effected  his  escape. 
General  Aogereau,  who  had  received  instructions 
to  surround  the  hall  of  the  councils  with  a  military 
force,  first  repaired  to  the  barracks  of  the  legis- 
lative  guard,  where  he  assured  *them  that  he 
came  only  to  preserve  the  constitution,  and  to 
save  the  republic  from  a  conspiracy  of  royalists. 
The  soldiers  with  one  accord  answered  this  art- 
ful address  with  shouts  of  "  Five  la  Reptiblique  /" 
aud  declared  their  readiness,  in  contempt  of  the 
expostulations   of  Ramel,  their  commander,  to 
obey  his  orders  and  unite  in  his  purpose.     Thus 
reinforced,  Augereau  entered  the  hall  of  the  council 
of  five  hundred,  where  he  found  the  chiefs  of  the 
opposition   engaged  [n  close  consultation,  and 
tardily  deliberating  on  the  steps  to  be  taken  in 
this  emergency.     With  his  own  hand,  Augereau 
seized  upon  General  Pichegru,  the  president  of 
the  council,  and  after  ordering  the  general  and 
eighteen   others  of   the    conspirators,    as    they 
were  called,  to  be  committed  to  the  Temple,  he 
dissolved  the  assembly,  and  affixed  seals  to  the 
doors  of  the  hall. 

A  proclamation  was  immediately  published 
to  calm  the  minds  of  the  people ;  and  the  council 
of  five  hundred  was  summoned  to  meet  at  the 
Odeon,  formerly  a  public  theatre.  The  next  day, 
a  committee  of  public  safety,  nominated  by  the 
directory,  having  been  chosen,  Boulay  de  la 
Meurthe,  the  reporter,  ascended  the  tribune,  and 
made  a  long  oration,  to  prove  ^'that  the  mea* 
sures  pursued  by  the  opposition  party  in  the 
council  could  have  no  other  object  than  the 
restoration  of  royalty ;  that  an  ordinary  tribunal 


would,  without  doubt,    declare  the  conspiracy  BOOK  II 
real,  and  punish  the  authors  ;^^  '^but,''  added  the 


*  After  a  short  interval  the  directors  laid  before  the  councils  and  the  public  the  confirmatory  proofs,  such  as  they 
were,  of  the  coDspiracy.  By  far  the  most  remarkable  of  these  was  a  paper,  authenticated  by  Generals  Bonaparte  and 
Berlhier,  purporting  to  be  minutes  of  a  conversation,  held  by  M.  d'Entragues,  an  agent  of  Louis  XVIII.  at  Venicet 
with  the  Count  Montgaillard,  an  emigrant  of  distinction,  relative  to  the  designs,  at  all  times  carrying  on  with  more  or 
less  activity,  for  effecting  a  counter-revolution.  From  this  document  it  appears,  that  Pichegru,  who  bad  at  that  period 
the  command  of  the  French  army,  aAer  objecting  to  a  plan  proposed  by  Montgaillard,  for  joining  his  army  to  that  of 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  marching  f<nrthwith  to  Paris,  proposed  to  put  the  strong  places  on  the  frontier  into-the  hands  of 
the  most  confidential  officers  of  Louis,  to  proclaim  the  king,  to  hoist  the  white  standard,  and  after  uniting  his  army  with 
the  forces  under  Wurmser  and  Cond^,  to  commence  his  march  to  the  French  capital.  This  proposal  was  declined  by  the 
Prince  of  Cond^,  because,  as  the  author  of  the  minutes  asserts,  ^'the  prince,  equally  proud  and  stupid,  thought  himself 
sure  of  effecting  the  counter-revolution  in  another  way,  and  would  not  share  the  glory  of  it  with  the  Austrian  general." 
But  the  presumption  is,  if  any  such  plan  ever  existedl,  that  it  was  the  Austrian  general  that  did  not  choose  to  share  the 
hazard  <^  such  an  enterprise  with  the  prince.  Many  other  papers  were  also  produced,  which  had  been  transmitted  by 
General  Moreau  to  the  directory,  containing  strong  corroborative  evidence,  that  a  plot  of  a  very  extensive  nature  was  in 
existence,  in  which  General  Pichegru,  and  many  other  persons  of  great  eminence,  were  deeply  involved :  but  a  cloud  of 
mystery,  too  hnpervious  for  time  itself  to  penetrate,  hung  over  this  transaction,  and  the  directory,  whose  object  was  to 
confound  and  not  to  discriminate,  under  the  pretext  of  a  horrible  plot,  partly  real  and  partly  pretended,  contrived  to  involve 
all  their  enemies— jacobins,  roydists,  and  patriots,  in  one  common  ruin. 
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reporter,  *Met  us  declare  to  France,  that  not  a  9"^*J^^l" 
drop  of  blood  shall  be  shed,  and  that  the  scaffold  ^ 
of  terror  shall  not  be  erected  anew."  Under  this 
specious  pretence  of  lenity,  he  proposed  the  plan  of 
a  decree,  consisting  of  forty  different  articles,  by 
which  the  late  elections,  in  not  fewer  than  forty- 
nine  departments,  were  declared  null  and  void ; 
that  the  persons  chosen  by  the  electoral  assemblies 
in  these  departments  were  no  longer  to  occupy 
seats  in  the  council ;  and  that  the  vacancies  occa- 
sioned by  their  expulsion,  should  be  filled  by  the 
directory ;  that  the  decree  in  favour  of  the  rela- 
tions of  emigrants  was  revoked  ;  and  that  sixty- 
five  persons,  including  forty-two  members  of  the 
council  of  five  hundred,  eleven  members  of  the 
council  of  ancients,  and  the  two  directors,  Carnot 
and  Barthelemi,  should  be  deportis  (transported) 
without  trial  or  examination,  to  such  place  as  the 
directory  should  ordain  !^ 

The  two  councils,  rendered  obedient  by  their 
fears,  tamely  acquiesced  in  all  the  measures  pro- 
posed by  the  five  tyrants ;  who,  to  guard  against 
the  return  of  a  peril  so  dreadful,  subjected  the 
care  of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  to  the  inspection  of  the  police ;  and  the 
liberty  of  speech  in  the  councils  was  confined  to 
the  privilege,  sixVi  generously  granted,  of  applaud- 
ing the  wisdom  and  activity  of  the  executive 
government ! 

On  the  20th  Fructidor,  the  council  of  elders, 
who  had  during  the  whole  course  of  these  violent 
proceedings  acted  the  part  of  mediators  between 
the  directory  and  the  council  of  five  hundred, 
elected  Francois  de  Neufch&teau  and  Antoine 
Merlin,  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  directory,  ocoa- 
sioned  by  the  expulsion  of  Carnot  and  Barthelemi. 

Amidst  the  din  of  arms  en  the  frontiers,  and 
the  civil  commotions  which  agitated  the  interior 
of  France  at  this  period,  the  fathers  of  the  GaUi- 
can  church  venttu'ed   once   more  to  assemble. 
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BOOR  II.  in  order  to  deliberate  on  a  plan  to  repair  and  to 

cement  such  parts  of  the  sacred  edifice  as  had 

Chap*  III.  been  shattered  by  the  rude  and  saTage  hand  of 
^^■^'^v**^  persecuting  power.  The  past  and  the  present 
^"^^^  state  of  the  church  was  submitted  to  this  venera- 
ble body.  Among  other  lamentable  instances  of 
apostacy  were  enumerated  the  marriages  ittwelye 
bishops  ;  twelve  others  had  abdicated  their  seals  ; 
eight  had  perished  on  the  scaffold  ;  one,  the 
Bishop  of  Dol,  assuming  a  military  character, 
had  been  shot  as  a  rebel ;  and  of  the  emigrant 
bishops  no  less  than  forty  had  paid  the  debt  of 
nature  in  foreign  lands.  The  first  act  of  this 
council  was  the  publication  of  a  synodical  letter 
to  the  pastors  and  to  the  faithful,  on  the  means 
of  establishing  religious  peace ;  and  another  to 
the  bishops  and  priests  resident  in  France,  who 
had  separated  from  the  national  communion. — 
It  was  next  proposed  that  a  general  oblivion 
should  cover  all  former  dissensions,  and  that  the 
acknowledged  tenets  of  the  catholic  church  should 
alone  be  the  prescribed  articles  of  belief. 

These  proceedings,  unmixed  as  they  appear 
to  have  been  with  all  politica!  matter,  did  not  faU 
to  excite  the  jealousy  of  the  directory,  who  gave 
great  encouragement  to  a  sect  of  deists  recently 
established  under  the  name  of  Tkeophilanthropists  ; 
and  one  of  the  members  of  the  directorial  board, 
La  R^veillidre  Lepaux,  declared  himself  openly 
a  patron  and.  protector  of  this  communitv.  These 
religionists,  rejecting  all  revelation,  connhed  their 
worship  to  one  -iuprenle  Being,  offering  in  their 
religious  services  the  wheat  ear,  and  the  bouquet 
of  flowers,  to  the  divinity ;  and  their  numbers 
gradually  increased,  till  at  length  they  took  pos- 
session, by  permission  of  the  municipalities,  of 
many  of  the  public  churches — occupied,  also,  at 
other  hours  of  the  day,  by  the  catholics. 

At  this  period,  a  spirit  of  intrigue,  extrava- 
gance, and  corruption,  pervaded  every  branch  of 
the  directoral  government,  which  was  distin- 
guished only  by  its  tyranny,  its  imbeciUty,  and 
its  rapacity;  and  at  a  conference  held  in  the 
month  of  October,  1797,  by  the  American  com- 
missioners engaged  in  accommodating  the  differ- 
ences which  hacTso  long  existed  between  the  two 
governments^  a  confidential  friend  and  agent  of 
the  minister  Talleyrand  had  the  unbmshing 
confidence  to  affirm,  "  that  the  directory  were 

J'ealous  of  their  own  honour ;  jealous  of  the 
lonour  of  the  nation  ;  and  that  this  honour  must 
be  maintained,  unless  there  could  be  substituted 
in  place  of  the  reparations  demanded,  something 
perhaps,  more  valuable — that  wfis  money  !*' — ll 
fauV  de  T argent ;-  il  fant  beaucoup  d^argent^^^ 
^^  There  were,'^  he  added,  ^<  to  the  amount  of 
thirty-two  millions  of  Dutch  rescriptions,  whic^ 
if  the  commissioners  would  engage  to  take  as  a 
security  Cof  a  loan  to  the  same  amount,  it  wpul4 


be  a  great  accommodation.''  <^  There  shaU,'*  said 
he,  ^'  be  first  taken  from  the  loan  certain  sums 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  customary  distri- 
butions in  diplomatic  afiairs,  and  these  vrill 
amount  to  about  one  million  two  hundred  thou- 
sand livres.''*  With  such  a  disgraceful  proposal 
it  was  impossible  to  comply,  and  the  negociation 
in  consequence  remained  wholly  suspended. 

In  the  month  of  November,  in  this  year,  Fre- 
derick-William II.  King  of  Prussia,  departed 
this  life,  after  a  reign  of  eleven  years.  His  cha- 
racter may  bejsummed  up  in  one  sentence :— He 
was  ai*tful,  intriguing,  selfish,  and  inconstant — 
avaricious  of  territory,  but  regardless  of  true 
glory.  This  prince  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
Frederick-William  III.  who  was  destined  to 
experience  all  the  vicissitudes  of  regal  fortune- 
in  one  period  of  his  reign  to  see  his  territories 
torn  from  him  by  a  military  despotism  that  shook 
all  Europe  to  its  centre,  and  in  another  to  contri- 
bute most  essentially  to  the  restoration  of  the 
peace  of  the  world  by  the  total  overthrow  of  that 
overnriielming  tyranny.        • 

The  election  of  the  new  third  in  the  legis- 
lative assembly  took  place  in  the  spring  of 
1798,  and  produced  a  result  so  unfavourable  to 
the  directoral  body,  that  they  dispatched  a  mes- 
sage to  the  council  of  five  hundred,  complaining 
of  the  existence  of  an  anarchical  conspiracy  to 
make  the  primary  and  electoral  assemblies  the 
nursery  of  future  plots,  and  expressing  a  hope 
that  the  council  would  not  permit  men  loaded 
with  crimes  to  sit  in  the  legislature.  A  com- 
mittee was  in  conseqiience  immediately  appointed 
to  make  a  report  upon  this  message,  which  was 
brought  up  on  the  7th  of  May,  and  by  which 
the  partisans  of  the  two  greaf  factions,  as  they 
were  styled  in  the  report— the  anarchists  and 
the  royalists,  were  excluded  from  the  legislature. 
A  decree  for  annulling  the  elections  in  several 
of  the  departments  immediately  followed,  and 
the  controul  of  the  press  was  continued  for 
another  year.  So  easy  is  it,  when  once  the 
mounds  of  public  liberty  are  broken  down,  to  fol- 
low up  the  work  of  encroachment.  About. the 
same  period  Francois  de  Neufchateau  retired  by 
lot  from  the  directoral  assembly,  and  Treilhard, 
the  negociator,  was  appointed  his  successor. 

In  the  course  of  this  year  a  series  of  revo- 
lutions took  place  in  Holland,  under  French 
agency,  assisted  by  a  portion  of  the  four  and 
twenty  thousand  troops  from  that  country,  which 
now  found  quarters  in  the  Batavian  republic.  To 
enter  into  the  details  of  these  intrigues,  which  the 
Dutch  peonle  witnessed  with  their  usual  compo- 
sure, would  be  uninteresting,  and  it  is  sufficient  to 
observe,  that  all  these  revolutionarv  proceedings 
terminated  in  the  establishment  of  a  republicaii 
forrp  of  government,  cast  on  the  Freagh  mod^ 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Congress  at  Radstait — War  renewed  in  Italy — The  Pope  overcome j^  and  Rome  proclaimed  a  Re" 
public — The  French  enter  Switzerland — Conquer  that  Country,  and  change  the  Federal  States 
into  an  united  Republic — The  Attention  of  the  French  Government  turned  from  the  Conquest 
of  England  to  4he  Invasion  of  Egypt — Brilliant  Theories-^Bonaparte^  with  an  Army  of  Forty 
Thousand  Men,  and  a  Fleet  of  Three  Hundred  Sail,  embarks  at  Toulon — Conquest  ^the  Island 
of  Malta — T/ie  French  Forces  re-embark  for  Egypt — De^ription  of  that  Country  and  its  In- 
habitants— The  French  attack  and  cafry  the  City  of  Alexandria — Rosetta  taken — Battle  of 
Chebreisse — Battle  of  the  Pyramids — The  Gates  of  Cairo  opened  to  the  Invaders — Curious 
Proclamations  of  the  French  Chief. 


THE  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  Campo 
Formio  afforded  well-founded  hopes   to  France 
of'  acquiring  a    solid  and  advantageous  peace ; 
but  this  bright  prospect  was  soon  obscured  by 
the  disputes  which   took    place  in  the  different 
estates  of  her    own    government,    and    by  the 
conflicting    interests    of  the    German    powers. 
Appearances,  however,  seemed  at  first  to  augur 
a  final  adjustment  of  contending  claims  ;  a  short 
respite  from  war  actually  took  place,  and  it  was 
presumed,  that  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  at 
least,  A  state  of  public  tranquillity  would  succeed 
a  long  and  bloody  strife.      This  year,  teeming 
with   great    political    events,    was    accordingly 
ushered  in  by  tlje  congress  of  Radstadt,  in  which 
it   was  proposed  to   discujss    and  settle  all  the 
disputes  between  the  French  republic  and  the 
German  empire*    The  emperor,  as  the  head  of 
the  Germanic  body,  in  his  capacity  of  King  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia,  had  already  acceded  to 
the    demands    of  the   directory,    to  render  the 
Rhine  the  boundary  of  the  commonwealth,  and 
surrender  Ehrenbreitstein  and  Mentz  ;    and    it 
was  imagined  that  the  system  of  sacrifices  and 
indemnities  might  be  speedily  adjusted. 

While  this  assemoly  was  coldly  discussing 
the  terms  of  a  pacification,  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  prosperity  of  the  contiuent,  the 
hierarchy  which  had  governed  a  considerable 
part  of  Italy,  and  for  ages  regulated  the  creed 
of  a  considerable  portion  pf  mankind,  ceased  to 
exist.  The  assassination  of  Dupliot,  Chef  de 
Brigade  in  the  service  of  the  French  repuolic, 
served  to  rekindle  that  spirit  of  hostility,  which 
the  treaty  pf  Tolentino  was  supposed  to  have 
extinguished.  Duphot  having  repaired  to  Rome, 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  1797,  expressly  for 
tjhe  purpose  of  espousing  that  sister  of  Bonaparte 
who  wjLS  afterwards  married  to  General  Murat^ 
became  one  of  the  victims  of  the  commotions 
wUe^  tpok  place  on  the  98tb  of  Decembert    On 


that  fatal  day,  a  mob,  consisting  of  about  one  BOOK  IL 
hundred  persons,  assembled  at  the  palace  of  the  ■— 

French  ambassador,  Joseph  Bonaparte,  and  de-  Chap.   IV. 
mauded  the  assistance  of  France,  for  the  pur-  '^■^■v^^ 

Sose  of  overthrowing  the  papal  tyranny,  as  they  ^"^^"^ 
esiffnated  the  government,  and  establishing  a 
republic  in  its  stead.  Joseph  Bonaparte,  being 
altogether  indisposed  to  countenance  so  hopeless 
a  project,  dispatched  Duphot  to  disperse  the 
insurgents,  and  to  prevail  upon  the  papal  troops 
to  retire  from  the  precincts  of  the  ambassador's 
court ;  but  while  the  general  was  engaged  in  this 
service,  he  was  shot  by  a  Roman  uisileer,  who 
discharged  the  contents  of  his  musket  into  his 
body,  and  afterwards  treated  his  remains  with 
circumstances  of  savage  cruelty.  Joseph  Bona* 
parte,  after  a  lapse  of  fourteen  hours,  finding 
that  no  measures  had  been  taken  to  avenge  the 
late  outrage,  or  to  provide  for  the  future  security 
of  his  own  person,  retired  into  Tuscany. 

No  sooner  were  (he  murder  of  Duphot  and 
the  retreat  of  Joseph  Bonaparte  made  public  at 
Milan,  than  the  people  exclaimed — ^^  Death  to 
tlie  assassin  pontiff!  Vengeance  for  our  deli* 
verers !"  Troops  were  immediately  levied, 
artillery  prepared,  and  a  declaration  published, 
in  which  the  fate  of  Rome  was  truly  and  con-f 
fidently  predicted,  and  the  late  events  not  only 
detailed,  nut  so  far  aggravated,  that  the  odium  of 
the  murder  of  the  French  general  was  cast  upon 
the  pope  and  his  counsellors.  It  was  perfectly 
clear,  however,  from  every  part  of  his  conduct, 
that  this  disastrous  event  produced  the  deepest 
disquietude  in  the  breast  of  his  holiness,  and  that 
the  only  crime  of  his  officers  consisted  in  the 
remissness  of  the  general  who  had  the  command 
of  the  Roman  troops,  and  whose  duty  it  unques- 
tionably was,  to  protect  the  French  ambassador 
and  his  suite  from  the  excesses  of  the  military, 
and  the  presence  of  a  lawless  mob. 

The  directory  feeling,  ar  affecting  to  feel 
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BOOK  H.  a   high    degree  of  indignation    at    the  insult 

— .  offeml  to  their  ambassador,  and  at  the  loss  of 

Chap.  IV.  their  general,  transmitted  instructions  to  General 
^^^^^v^"^^  Berthier,  to  march  to  the  Roman  capital.     On 
1798      the  10th  of  February,  1798,  the  French  army 
arrived  at  that    place,    and  the  castle  of  St. 
Angelo,    containing  the  pope  and  the  greater 
part  of  his  cardinals^    surrendered  on  the  first 
summons.    The  inhabitants,  freed  from  restraint 
by  the  captivity  of  their  rulers,  and  encouraged 
by  the  presence  of  the  French  army  assembled 
in  the  Campo    Vaccino,    the    ancient    Roman 
Forum^    and  at  the   instigation  of  two  of  the 
nobles,    and  an  advocate  of  some   reputation, 
planted  the  tree  of  liberty  in  the  front  of  the 
capitol,  proclaimed  their  independence,  and  in- 
stituted the  Roman  republic.    All  the  splendour 
and  magnificence  of  which  the  catholic  worship 
is  susceptible,  were  employed  to  celebrate  this 
memorable  victory  over  the  head  of  its  faith; 
every  church  in  Rome  resounded  with  thanks 
to  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events,  for  the  glo- 
rious   revolution    that  had  taken  place;     and 
while  the  dome  of  St.   Peter  was    illuminated 
without,  fourteen  cardinals,  dressed  in  the  gor- 
geous apparel    appertaining  to  functions  they 
were  fated  soon  after  to  sJbdicate,  presided  at 
a  solemn    Te  Deum    within  the  walls  of  that 
superb  basilic.     The  deposed  pontiff,  exiled  from 
his  country,  was  conveyed,  bv  order  of  the  direc- 
tory, first  to  Brian^^on,  and  afterwards  to  Valence, 
in  France,  where  the  infirmities  of  age  and  the 
pressure  of  misfortune  terminated  his  existence, 
on  the  29th  of  August,  1799,  in  the  82d  year  of 
his  age,  and  the  24th  of  his  pontificate. 

At  the  moment  when  the  French  plenipo- 
tentiaries   at  Radstadt   were  giving  the  most 
solemn  assurances  that  their  government  panted 
for  tranquillity,  a  war  was    suddenly  declared 
against  Switzerland,  the  thirteen  federal  repub- 
lics of  which,  after  a  peace  that  had  lasted  for 
ages,  were   now  condemned  to  experience  all 
the    horrors    of  the   most   rancorous  hostility. 
The  Swiss,  attached  from  habit  and  interest  to 
monarchical,   were  decidedly  averse  to  repub- 
lican France  ;  and  some  of  the  cantons,  Berne 
in  particular,  had  not  only  refused  during  a  con- 
siderable interval  to  recognize  the  French  re- 
public,  but  had  countenanced   the  assembling 
of  the  emigrant  army ;  obliged  the  French  minis- 
ter to  quit  Soleure ;  and  notoriously  violated  the 
principles  of  neutrality.     Towards  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1797,  certain  menacing  demands  had 
been  made   by  the    French    directory    on    the 
Swiss  cantons  in  general,  but,  for  the  cause  just 
stated,  it  was  expected  that  the  thunder  would 
spend  its  rage  on  Berne ;  and  the  Helvetic  diet, 
chiefly  at  the  instance  of  that  state,  immediately 
determined  on  a  levy  of  twenty-six  thousand 
men,   while   the  armed  force  of  two  cantons. 


under  the  command  of  Colonel  de  Weiss,  was 
sent,  on  the  14th  of  January,  1798,  into  the  Pays 
de  Vaud,  to  suppresss  a  popular  tumult,  which 
had  for  its  object  the  establishment  of  a  demo- 
orattc  government.  No  sooner  did  the  French 
executive  learn  that  Berne  and  FriBurg  had 
dispatched  a  body  of  soldiers  and  a  train  of 
artillery  into  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  than  a  division  of 
French  troops,  which  had  just  returned  from 
Italy,  was  put  in  motion,  and  General  Menard 
sent  an  aide-de-camp  to  the  head- quarters  at 
Yverdun,  with  an  intimation,  '<  that  the  inhabit 
tants  of  the  bailiwick  must  be  permitted  to  orga- 
nize a  government  for  themselves ;  and  in  case 
any  violence  was  offered  to  them,  force  would  be 
repelled  by  force.*'  But  this  officer  and  his 
escort,  being  probably  mistaken  for  an  advanced 
guard,  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  and  the 
minds  of  both  armies  became  more  inflamed 
against  each  other.  The  Vaudois  in  the  mean  time 
adopted  a  democratical  form  of  government,  and 
assumed  the  appellation  of  the  republic  of  Leman. 

The  cantons  of  Basle,  Zurich,  and  Soleure, 
wisely  determining  to  yield  to  necessity,  restored 
to  their  subjects  all  their  rights  and  franchises, 
and  thus  insured  the  continuance  of  their  fidelity ; 
but  the  senates  of  Berne  and  Friburg,  imagining 
themselves  still  able  to  maintain  their  ancient 
tyranny,  did  not  think  fit  to  exhibit  an  equal 
degree  of  condescension.  The  management  of 
the  war  being  now  confided  to  the  French  Gene- 
ral Brune,  he  entered  the  territories  of  Berne, 
on  the  25th  of  January,  and  published  a  procla- 
mation, containing  professions,  but  too  little  at- 
tended to  in  the  sequel.  '*  Citizens,"  said  the 
general,  '^  banish  from  your  minds  all  uneasiness 
relative  to  the  political  independence  and  integrity 
of  your  territories  !  The  government  of  which  I 
am  the  organ,  will  guarantee  those  to  you :  its 
intentions  shall  be  religiously  seconded  by  my 
companions  in  arms.  Be  free — France  invites, 
nature  commands  it :  and  to  enjoy  this  precious 
advantage,  you  have  only  to  express  the  wish." 
Some  unsuccessful  attempts  were  now  made  to 
obtain  a  truce,  but  a  body  of  the  invaders  havine 
advanced  against  the  castle  of  Dornoch,  seized 
without  difficulty  on  that  little  fortress,  while 
thirteen  thousand  troops  summoned  Soleure, 
which  immediately  opened  its  gates.  Friburg, 
better  prepared  for  resistance,  determined  to 
oppose  the  French  ;  but  Brune,  having  advanced 
at  the  head  of  a  column,  notwithstanding  the 
gallant  resistance  of  the  garrison,  headed  by 
Verrer,  the  avoyer,  who  perished  upon  this 
occasion,  took  it  by  assault, — and  on  the  6th 
of  March,  the  French  army  entered  Berne. 

The  French  had  now  exacted  a  bloody  reta- 
liation for  the  insults  offered  to  themselves ;  as 
well  as  for  the  assistance  afforded  by  the  aristo- 
cracy of  Berne   to    their  enemies  j    and  after 
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displacing  the  ruling  families,  changing  the  na- 
ture of  the  goTemment,  and  sending  the  most 
violent  of  their  opponents  into  exile,  it  was  to  be 
hoped  that,  contented  with  the  treasures  of  the 
state,  and  the  military  contributions  exacted  for 
the  supply  of  the  invading  alrmy,  they  would 
have  retired.  But  the  directory,  actuated  by  a 
selfish  policy,  had  determined  upon  the  subjuga- 
lion  of  Switzerland.  It  was  accordingly  intended 
to  change  the  government  from  the  federal  into 
an  united  republic,  which,  by  means  of  a  close 
and  intimate  union  with  France,  might  be  kept  in 
continual  dependence. 

The  cantons  of  Berne,  Zurich,  Soleure,  and 
Friburg,  hoping  to  obtain  an  ascendency  in  the 
government,  hastened  to  earry  into  effect  the 
wishes  of  the  directory,  by  choosing  a  legislature, 
and  Aran  was  pitched  upon  as  the  scene  of  its 
deliberations :  but  the  smaller  states  of  Uri, 
Schwitz,  Underwalden,  Glaris,  and  Appenzej, 
attached  to  the  government  of  their  fathers,  which 
had  for  ages  guaranteed  their  liberty,  and  secured 
their  happiness,  refused  to  send  deputies  to  the 
Dew  assembly,  or  to  recognize  its  authority. — 
Having  assembled  in  arms,  and  appointed  Para- 
Vicini  their  leader,  they  seized  on  Lucerne  and 
menaced  Zurich;  but  finding  it  impossible  to 
awaken  the  slumbering  spirit  of  resistance  among 
their  countrymen,  and  by  one  great  national 
effort  to  expel  the  invaders,  they  thought  proper 
to  retire  to  the  fortresses  of  their  native  moun- 
tains, and  took  post  near  the  lake  of  Zug.  The 
French,  now  commanded  by  General  Schawen- 
burg,  immediately  advanced  in  ffreat  force  aeainst 
them,  and  commenced  an  attack.  The  leader  of 
the  confederates,  perceiving  that  valour  alone  was 
unavailing  against  superior  numbers,  trained  to 
the  art  of  war,  feigning  to  retreat,'  enticed  the 
assailants  into  an  ambuscade,  in  consequence  of 
which  a  complete  defeat  ensued ;  and  thus  what 
the  aristocratical  cantons  with  all  their  superior 
means  had  been  unable  to  effect,  was  achieved 
by  a  hardy  peasantry,  accustomed  to  the  enjoy- 
ment aud  warmed  with  the  love  of  liberty. 

The  career  of  the  French  was  now  for  the 
first  time  arrested  in  Switzerland,  in  consequence 
of  a  bloody  battle,  during  which  several  thou- 
sands ef  them  had  perished;  and  this  was  soon 
after  followed  by  a  treaty,  in  which,  although  it 
had  agreed  to  accept  the  new  constitution  as  a 
hond  of  general  union,  vet  an  express  stipula- 
tion was  entered  into,  that  the  internal  govern-^ 
ment  of  the  smaller  canton^  should  continue  as 
before,  and  they  were  at  the  same  time  exempted 
from  all  contribution.  In  this  arrangement 
Underwalden  refused  to  acquiesce  on  any  con- 
ditions whatever.  On  this  the  French  marched 
a  large  body  of  troops,  accompanied  by  artillery, 
into  &at  canton,  ana  itfter  a  terrible  battle,  com- 

ttenoed  on  the  8th»  and  conti&ued  with  little  inter* 
(No.  15.) 


mission  to  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  September,  BOOK 
during  which  clubs andspears  were  in  vain  opposed 


to  muskets  and  bayonets,  and  fragments  from  the  Chap.   IV. 
rocks  to  a  regular  artiUery.  the  gallant  moun-  '^-•^v'w' 
taineers  were  overcome ;  the  town  of  Standtz      170& 
taken  by  assault;  the  houses  in  its  beautiful  valley 
destroyed  by  fire,  the  inhabitants  nearly  exter- 
minated, atid  neither  age  nor  sex  sbai^d  by  a 
furious  and  inveterate  soldiery.      After  this  all 
Switzerland  subscribed  to  the  Hew  constitution  ; 
Lucerne  wus  chosen  as  the  seat  of  government,, 
and  an  alliance  offensive  and  defensive  entered 
into  between  the  French  and  the  Helvetic  repub- 
lics.    But  even  this  treaty  did  not  restrain  the 
rapacity  of  the  French  directory,  who  still  con- 
tinued to  levy  contributions  and  impose  exaetionfr 
with  a  roost  unpardonable  severity. 

Thus,  after  enjoying  the  sweets  of  independ- 
ence since  the  commencement  of  the  fourteenth . 
century,  when  the  fortunate  issue  of  a  contest 
with  Albert  of  Austria,  laid  the  foundation  of 
their  liberties,  and  remotely,  periiaps,  produced 
the  revolutions  in  England,  America,  and  France, 
the  federate  republics  of  Switzerland  were  over- 
come by  a  foreign  enemy,  compelled  to  change 
the  form  of  their  government,  and  to  become 
in  effect  tributary  to  a  neighbouring  state. 

As  the  subjugation  of  Great  Britain  appeared 
too  arduous  a  task  for  the  French  ^<  Army  oC 
England,'*  General  Bonaparte,  its  commander,, 
averting  his  eyes  firom  the  north,  directed  all  his- 
attention  to  the  least :  and  he  who  dared  not  to> 
rival  the  exploits  of  William  the  conqueror,  ap- 
peared determined  to  imitate  the  more  splendid 
achievements  of  Alexander  the   Great.      This 
young  general,  smitten  with  the  love  of  glorv, 
and  embued    With    high  notions  from  his  early 
youth,  had  formed  plans  of  gigantic  magnitude^ 
which,  trusting  to  his  talents  and  his  good  fortune,, 
he  deemed  himself  destined  to  realize.    In  addi- 
tion to  these  dazzling  theories,  it  was  doubtless 
suggested  that   the  loss  of  the  American  isles- 
might  be  supplied  by  the  acquisition  of  the  fertile 
plains  yearly  enriched  by  the  waters  of  the  Nile^ 
and  that  the  Delta  and  the  Said  would  furnish  a 
richer  and  more  certain  harvest  than  colonies,  the 
productions  of  which  were  acquired  by  the  pre- 
carious services  and  cruel  bondage  of  the  sable- 
inhabitants  of  Africa.      But  though  these  com- 
mercial speculations  might  engage  the  attention* 
of  Bonaparte,  yet  the  mind  of  the  conqueror  of 
Italy  was  chiefly  directed  to  the  vast  acquisitions 
and  the  immense  power  and  revenue  dravrn  by 
England  from  the  east;  and  he  at  length  began  to 
consider  Egypt  but  as  the  fulcrum  whence  he 
might  stretch  an  immense  lever  across  the  Ara- 
bian Crulph  to  overturn*  the  empire  of  Britain  in 
Hindostan ;  nor  would  powerful  allies  be  wanting 
in  the  native  princes  ot  the  Indian  Peninsula,  to 
wage  an  eternal  war   against  those  who  haA 
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BOOK  II.  invaded  their  dbminionSy  and  almost  annihilated 

■  their  power. 

Chap.  IV.  The. directory,  eager  to 'find  employment  for 

armies  which  the  plunder  of  Piedmont  and  Lom- 
'  bardy  had  sharpened  ratlier  than  satiated  ^  and  by 
nu  means  indisposed  to  the  removal  of  a  general 
in  whose  presence  all  their  power  seemed  to  be 
*  eclipsed,  at  length  consented  to  this  romantic  en- 
terprise; and  although  this  project  was  founded 
on  the  spoliation  of  an  ally,  the  gross  injustice 
of  the  expedition  was  lost  sight  of  in  the  splen- 
did advantages  it  promised  to  bestow.  Such  are 
the  fascinations  of  ambition,  that  although  the 
Divan  had  kept  its  faith  with  the  French  republic 
Inviolate,  an  armament  was  fitted  out  for  depriv- 
ing the  Emperor  Selim  III.  of  his  precariovis 
but  acknowledged  sovereignty  over  Egypt,  which 
yielded  an  annual  tribute  to  his  treasury,  and 
supplied  his  capital  with  corn.  In  the  mean  time 
the  ports  of  Marseilles  and  Toulon  were  busied 
in  refitting  and  launching  ships,  the  fabrication 
of  cordage,  and  the  preparation  of  military 
stores  ;  aud  while  all  Europe,  during  the.solemn 
pause  that  ensued,  was  contemplating  the  extent 
and  destination  of  the  armament,  Bonaparte, 
accompanied  by  a  few  of  his  chief  warriors,  and 
a  multitude  of  artists  and  men  of  learning,  has- 
tened from  Paris  to  the  borders  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, where  he  was  joined  by  many  thou- 
sands of  the  army  of  Italy,  which  he  now,  by  a 
'bold  metapborical  figure,  addressed  as  ^^  the  right 
wing  of  the.  army  of  England.'*. 

All  the  preparations  being  now  completed, 
Bonaparte  set  sail  from  Toulon  on  the  20th  of 
May,  1798,  .with  a  formidable  veteran  army, 
consisting  of  nearly  forty  thousand  men,  besides 
an  immense  quantity  of  artillery  and  military 
stores,  and  having  Sicily  on  the  left,  was  joined 
by  a  squadron  of  Venetian  men  of  war,  com- 
manded by  Rear*  admiral  Brueix,  who  had  pro- 
ceeded from  Corfu  nearly  at  the  same  time.  To 
this  officer,  who  had  served  with  no  higher  rank 
than  that  of  lieutenant  in  the  royal  navy,  was 
intrusted  the  command  of  the  fleet,  and  he  now 
repaired  on  board  the  Orient,  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  guns,  where  he  hoisted  his  flag,  and 
received  a  general  salute.  After  a  passage  of 
eighteen  days,  this  formidable  armament,  now 
consisting  or  about  three  hundred  sail,  including 
ships  of  the  line,  frigates,  and  transports,  des- 
cried Malta,  and  at  break  of  day  the  next  morn- 
ing, commenced  a  general  landing  of  troops  and 
artillery  upon  the  coast,  without  encountering  any 
formidable  resistance.  At  the  dawn  of  the  suc- 
ceeding morning,  the  enemy  had  encircled  the 
city  of  Valetta,  and  on  the  12th  of  June,  the 
French  entered  the  city,  and  became  roasters  of 
the  whole  island.  The  Grand-Master  Hompesch, 
who  had  ranked  as  a  sovereign  prince,  finding 
the  people  destitute  of  the  requisite  union  and 


constancy  to  support  their  independence,  quitted 
the  island,  and  received  at  his  departure  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  thousand  livres,.  with  an  engage- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  invaders,  to  allow  him  a 
pension  of  three  thousand  livres  a  year  from  the 
French  treasury,  no  part  of  which  was  ever  paid. 
Thus,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  Bonaparte 
contrived  to  obtain  possession  of  the  whole  island 
of  Malta,  containing  a  population  of  sixty  thou- 
sand souls,  and  affording  one  of  the  mostadvan- 
,  tageous  stations  in  the  Mediterranean  sea ;  while 
the  ancient  order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  beheld 
itself  bereaved  of  its  territories,  after  possessing 
^them  during  a  period  of  nearly  three  centuries. 

Having  appointed  a  provisional  government, 
'Bonaparte  intrusted  the  care  of  his  new  acquisi- 
/tion  to  General  Yaubois,  and  again  proceeded  to 
sea.  After  a  passage  of  a  week,  the  armament 
.  arrived  in  sight  of  Candia,  and  in  the  evening  of 
'the  Sbth  of  June,  the  fleet  anchored  in  the 
'Roads  of  Alexandria. 

It  may  be  necessary  here  to  pause  in  order 
to.  take  a  view  of  the  country  and  of  the  people 
against  whom  all  this  force  was  directed.  Egypt 
is  divided  into  Upj)er  and  Lower  ;  the  outlines 
•of  the  former  are  formed  by  two  ridges  of  mounr 
taiins,  running  along  each  side  of  the  Nile  from 
Syene  to  Grand  Cairo ;  beyond  these  mountains 
on  each  side  are  deserts,  .and  between  them  lies 
a  long  plain,  whose  greatest  breadth  is  not  more 
than  nine  leagues.  Lower  Egypt  includes  all 
the  country  between  Cairo  and  the  Mediterranean 
on  the  north  and  south,  and  Lybia  and  the  isth- 
mus of  Suez  to  the  east  and  west,  bounded  by 
sandy  deserts :  it  contains  slips  of  land  fertile  and 
well  cultivated  on  the  borders  of  the  rivers  and 
canals,  and  between  the  two  branches  of  the 
Nile,  that  tract  of  land  which  is  called  tlie  Delta. 
It  abounds  in  grain  of  all  sorts,  but  particularly 
in  rice ;  and  as  it  was  formerly  the  granary  of 
Rome,  so  it  is  now  the  country  from  which  Con- 
stantinople draws  its  principal  supplies.  Wa- 
tered by  the  fertilizing  streams  of  the  Nile,  the 
land  is  never  fallow,  but  yields  three  harvests  an- 
nually ;  there  the  traveller  incessantly  beholds  the 
charming  prospect  of  flowers,  fruits,  and  corn ; 
aud  spring,  summer,  and  autumn,  at  once  present 
their  appropriate  treasures  and  delights.  When 
the  French  invaded  Egypt^  they  found  the 
government  composed  of  a  pacha,  or  viceroy, 
sent  from  Constantinople,  and  twenty-four  beys, 
or  civil  and  military  officers,  who,  being  at  the 
head  of  the  provinces  aud  of  the  armies,  possessed 
in  reality  all  the  power  of  the  government,  and 
the  pacha  retained  his  office  no  longer  than  while 
he  was  subservient  to  their  designs.  ^Fhe  real 
native  Egyptians  are  the  Copts.  These  people, 
who  profess  a  species  of  Christianity,  and  have 
a  patriarch  at  Constantinople,  carry  on  an  inland 
trade,  and  are  employed  chiefly  in  hatching  eggs^ 
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and  in  the  art  of  raising  bees,  for  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Egypt  have  been  for  ages  distinguished. 
The  Arabs,  who  constitute  two-thirds  of  the  pre- 
sent inhabitants  of  Egypt,  are  of  three  classes ; 
those  who  inhabit  the  banks  of  the  Nile  are 
generally  marauders  and  pirates  ;  but  others, 
possessing  various  principalities  in  Upper  Egypt, 
and  governed  by  their  sheiks,  are  generous  and 
incapable  of  disguise;  while  the  Bedouins,  a 
third  description  of  Arabs,  wander  incessantly 
over  the  face  of  the  country,  and  have  no  fixed 
residence.  The  Mograbians  or  Western  Maho- 
metans are,  next  after  the  Copts  and  Arabs,  the 
most  numerous  of  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt,  and 
they  devote  themselves  to  arras  and  the  different 
branches  of  trade.      The  Turks,  the  nominal 

{lossessors  of  the  country,  and  once  its  acknow- 
edged  masters,  constitute  another  race  of  its 
inhabitants  ;  they  formerly  occupied  the  chief 
posts,  which  are  now  enjoyed  by  the  Mamelukes, 
or  military  slaves.  The  sword,  the  bow-string, 
poison,  private  execution,  or  public  murder,  was 
the  fate  reserved  for  a  series  of  tyrants  chosen  by 
these  Mamelukes  in  succession,  and  who  in 
general  were  not  permitted  to  live  more  than  five 
or  six  years ;  no  fewer  than  forty-seven  having 
appeared  during  two  centuries  and  a  half.  These 
people,  to  whom  is  intrusted  the  care,  of  restrain- 
ing the  Arabs,  superintending  the  collection  of 
the  tributes,  and  electing  the  beys,  in  consequence 
of  a  singular  paradox  in  natural  history,  cannot 
propagate,  hince  the  revolt  of  Ali  Hey  they 
have  in  a  great  measure  disowned  the  authority 
of  the  sublime  porte.^  These,  at  the  period  we 
are  now  treating  of,  amounted  to  about  eight  thou- 
sand in  number,  and  constituted  the  principal 
military  force  of  Egypt.  Their  chief  weapon 
consists  of  a  carabine,  only  thirty  inches  long, 
but  of  so  large  a  calibre  as  to  discharge  ten  or 
twelve  balls  at  a  time ;  they  are  mounted  on 
horses,  and  from  the  bow  of  their  saddle  hangs 
a  heavy  mace,  at  the  belt  are  suspended  two  pis- 
tols, and  to  the  left  thigh  is  attached  a  sabre, 
which  they  use  in  the  field  of  battle  with  inimi- 
table dexterity.  Such  was  the  country,  and 
such  the  people,  against  whom  Bonaparte  now 
led  his  veteran  army.  Its  population  amounted 
indeed  to  four  millionsof  inhabitants,  but  they  were 
unacquainted  with  the  art  of  war  as  a  science, 
insuificiently  provided  with  artillery,  and  desti- 
tute of  military  discipline.. 

No  sooner  had  the  French  admiral  cast 
anchor  on  the  coast  of  Egypt,  than  General 
Bonaparte  hastened  to  disembark  his  troops,  and 
to  prepare  for  the  attack  of  the  once  famous,  but 
now  dilapidated  city  of  Alexandria.  The  sum- 
mons to  surrender  sent  by  the  French  commander 
being  disregarded,  he  commenced  his  attack  on 
the  5th  of  July,  and  in  a  few  hours  carried  by 


assault,   with  a    loss  of  only  one   colonel    and  itOOK  IT. 

seventy  soldiers,  killed  and  wounded,  a  city  that,  ^ 

in  the  sixth  century,  sustained  a  siege  of  four-  ^^^^  ^^" 
teen  months,  and  inflicted  a  loss  of  twenty-three  ^""TtqiT^ 
thousand  men  upon  the  besiegers.  In  order  to  ^'^ 
strike  terror  into  the  inhabitants,  and  to  preclude 
all  further  resistance,  a  dreadful  slaughter  took 
place  among  the  Mamelukes  and  the  Arabs,  after 
the  city  had  surrendered,  but  it  is  urged  by  Ge- 
neral Barthier,  in  extenuation  of  this  enormity, 
"  that  the  troops  entered  Alexandria  in  express 
opposition  to  the  orders  of  their  commander.^'t 
This  once  famous  city,  built  by  Alexander  the 
Great,  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  years  before 
the  christian  eera,  and  which,  in  its  highest  state 
of  splendour,  contained  four  thousand  baths,  and 
a  population  equal  to  the  first  cities  of  Europe, 
with  a  library,  in  which  successive  kings  had  col- 
lected more  than  four  hundred  thousand  manu- 
scripts, presented  to  the  disappointed  invaders 
only  a  wretched  and  confused  heap  of  huts  rather 
than  houses ;  the  streets  unpaved,  narrow,  noi- 
some, and  filthy;  and  the  inhabitants  stupid,  ig- 
norant, and  barbarous. 

Possession  having  been  obtained  of  Alexan- 
dria, General  Dessaix,  provided  with  two  field- 
pieces,  was  immediately  dispatched  towards 
Cairo.  In  the  mean  time  Bonaparte  issued  orders 
for  the  fleet  to  shelter  itself  from  the  enemy  in  the 
old  port  of  Alexandria,  but  on  sounding  the  chan- 
nel, it  was  found  that  there  was  not  suflicient  depth 
of  water  for  the  Orient,  and  the  road  of  Aboukir 
was  therefore  chosen  as  the  fittest  anchorage. 

The  cannon,  cavalry,  and  military  stores, 
having  all  now  been  disembarked,  and  the  chief 
command  conferred  on  General  Kleber,  a  flotilla 
was  established  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  on 
the  Nile,  and  the  city  of  Ros^tta,  situated  at  the 
mouth  of  the  western  arm  of  that  river,  subdued. 
On  the  7th  of  July,  the  main  body  of  the  army 
entered  the  desert,  and  after  experiencing  the  most 
terrible  privations  from  heat  and  thirst,  arrived 
at  Dementour.  Allowing  themselves  only  one 
day^s  rest,  they  advanced  toMiniet  Salami,  where 
intelligence  was  received  that  the  beys  were  en- 
camped in  the  neighbourhood,  and  that  an  armed 
flotilla  had  descended  the  Nile  on  purpos^e  to 
attack  the  invaders.  Next  morning,  the  Mame- 
lukes, to  the  number  of  four  thousand,  were  dis- 
covered near  the  village  of  Chebreisse,  situated 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  river.  Here  two  separate 
and  distinct  actions  immediately  took  place,  the 
one  on  the  water,and  the  other  on  the  land.  Bona- 
parte, in  the  mean  time,  having  advanced  to  the 
support  of  Kleber,  formed  his  army  into  five 
squares,  with  the  cavalry  and  baggage  in  the 
centra.  Impelled  by  their  natural  impetuosity, 
the  Mamelukes  commenced  the  attack,  and  were 
suffered  to  approach  within  the  reach  of  grape* 


♦  Volney's  Egypt^  t.  i,  c.  7. 
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BOOK  II.  shot,  when  the  canuon  suddenly  opened,  and 
forced  the  main  body  of  the  assailants  to  retreat ; 
but  some,  bolder  than  the  rest,  continued  to 
advance,  and  met  their  fate  either  at  the  muzzle 
of  the  musket  or  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Im- 
mediately on  this  defeat  oi  the  land  forces,  the 
village  of  Cbebreisse  was  carried  by  assault,  and 
the  flotilla  beloni^ing  to  the  beys  retired  after  a 
desperate  action,  in  which  six  hundred  were 
killed  on  the  side  of  the  vanquishedi^and  only 
seventy  on  that  of  the  victors. 

The  French  troops,  pursuing  their  victorious 
career,  advanced  through  deserted  villages  to 
ErobabS,  where,  on  the  20th  of  July,  they  beheld, 
towards  the  left,  those  famous  pyramids,  which 
had  braved  the  storms  of  three  thousand  years, 
and  in  front,  about  six  thousand  Mamelukes, 
Arabs,  and  Fellahs,  intrenched  in  the  plain. 
Bonaparte,  after  making  the  same  dispositions 
as  at  Chebreisse,  gave  orders  for  a  charge,  and 
the  Mamelukes,  after  making  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  break  their  way  through  a  rampart  of 
bayonets,  fell  back  in  disorder,  a.nd  left  the  field 
of  battle  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  General 
Dugua,  availing  himself  of  the  retreat  of  the  na- 
tive troops,  advanced  against  the  village,  while 
two  divisions,  under  Generals  Ramponand  Mar- 
mont,  were  detached  towards  the  rear,  and  carried 
the  intrenchments  in  the  face  of  a  masked  battery 
of  fortv  pieces  of  artillery.  A  body  of  Mamelukes 
and  Fellahs,  amounting  to  fifteen  hundred,  per- 
ceiving their  retreat  cut  off  by  this  masterly 
movement,  took  post  behind  a  ditch,  where  they 
defended  themselves  with  great  bravery,  but  not 
a  single  man  escaped  the  fury  of  the  French 


soldiery,  being  all  either  killed  by  the  s^^ord,. 
or  drowned  in  the  Nile.  Murad  Bey,  who  com- 
manded on  this  occasion,  being  fotced  to  retreat, 
left  behind  him  four  hundred  camels,  his  artillery, 
baggage,  and  provisions ;  and  the  victors,  who 
seized  on  many  fine  Arabian  horses,  superbly 
caparisoned,  found  all  the  purses  of  the  vao- 

Suished  Mamelukes  well  stored  with  gold.    T^is 
ecisive  victory,  •  obtained  with  the  loss  of  ten 
men  killed,  and  about  thirtv  wounded,  opened 
the  gates  of  Cairo  to  the  invaders ;  the  chief  inba* 
bitants,   hastening  to  the   camp  of  Bonaparte, 
solicited  his  protection,  while  the  fortunate  chief- 
tain seized  on  this  opportunity  to  visit  the  pyra- 
mids, and  prophesied  that  his  exploits  would 
not  be  forgotten  at  the  end  of  forty  centuries  ;* 
and  in  this  be  was  not  perhaps  mistaken,^ but   it 
will  be  rather  his  exploits  in  Europe  than  in 
Africa,  that,  like  the  stupendous  erections  he  was 
now  contemplating,  will  brave  the  iron-tooth  of 
time. 

Bonaparte,  with  his  usual  address  and  plau- 
sibility, havini;  conciliated  the  confidence  of  the 
sheiks  and  the  principal  families,  by  procla* 
mations  admirably  adapted  to  their  prejudiceSj-f 
and  having  organized  a  provincial  government, 
marched  against  Mourad  Bey,  whom  be  forced  to 
take  refuge  in  Upper  Egypt,  while  Ibrahim  Bey, 
taking  a  contrary  direction,  fled  towards  Syria  ; 
but  on  the  return  of  the  French  general  to  the 
capital,  the  dazzling  visions  presented  to  his 
heated  imagination  by  uninterrupted  sucpess, 
were  somewhat  obscured  on  receiving  intelligence 
of  the  fate  (hat  had  attended  the  fleet  of  Admiral 
Brueix,  in  the  bay  of  Aboukir. 


*  **  Dq  haut  de  ces  pyramides,  quaraote  slides  nous  conteiiipknt."«-From  the  top  of  these  pyramids  forty  centoxiet 
look  down  upoa  us. 

f  '^  You  will  be  told,'*  says  Bonaparte,  in  a  proclamation  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt,  after  the  soTrender 
of  Alexandria,  **  that  I  come  to  destroy  your  religion.  Do  not  believe  it.  Be  assured  that  I  come  to  restore  your  rigfatSp 
to  punish  ttsnrpers,  and  that  I  reverence,  more  than  die  Mamelukes  themselves,  God,  his  prophet  Mahomet,  and  the 
Koran.  If  £gypt  be  their  farm,  let  them  shew  the  lease  that  Ood  has  given  them  of  it.  There  were  formerly  among  you 
g;reat  cities,  great  canals,  and  a  great  commerce.  What  has  destroyed  them  all  ?  "What  but  the  injustice  and  tyranny  of 
the  Mamelukes?  Cadis,  sheiks,  imans,  and  tchisbadjeesi  inform  the  people  that  we  are  the  friends  of  the  Mussulmans." 

Another  proclaolation,  addressed  to  bis  own  army  on  landing,  sufficiently  shewed  that  he  had  stodied  the  Egyptian 
character,  and  that  he  was  prepared  to  go  any  lengthy  consistent  with  his  main  object  of  ambition  and  aggran- 
dizement, in  accommodating  himself  to  their  dispositions  and  institutions : — **  The  people^'*  says  he,  '*  with  whom  you 
are  going  to  establish  an  intercourse,  are  Mahometans..  The  first  article  of  their  faith  is—'  There  is  no  God  but  God,  and 
Mahomet  is  his  prophet.'  Do  not  contradict  them.  Treat  their  muftis  and  imans  with  respect,  as  you  have  done  the 
rabbis  and  bishops.  The  Roman  legions  protected  all  religions.  You  will  fiad  here  usages  di^rent  from  those  of  £arope  ;■ 
you  will  reconcile  yourselves  to  them  by  custom." 


It  is  said,  on  somewhat  doubtful  authority,  that  in  a  visit  to  the  pyramids  of  Cheofs,  on  the  13th  of  Axrgnst,  in  the 
company  of  the  principal  mnfUs  and  imans  of  the  city  of  Grand  Cairo,  Bonaparte,  **the  beloTed  son  of  the  church,*' 
hesitated  not. to  niaJce  use  of  ike  following  expressions :— **  Glory  to  Allah !    There  is  no  God  but  God ;  Mahomet  is  hia 

prophet,  and  I  am  his  friend." **  The  divine  Koran  is  the  delight  of  my  soul,  and  the  object  of  my  contemplation. 

I  love  the  prophet,  and  I  hope  ere  long  to  see  and  honour  bis  tomb  in  the  holy  city :  but  my  mission  is  first  to  exterminate 

the  Mamelukes." ^'Adriel,  the  angel  of  death,  has  breatlied  upon  them  ;  weare  como,  and  they  have  disappeared." 

....'*  fie  faithful  to  Allah,  the  sovereign  ruler  of  the  seven  marvellous'heavens,  and  to  Mahomet  his  prophet,  who 
traversed  all  the  celestial  mansions  in  one  idght.  Be  the  friend  of  the  Franks,  and  AUah,  Mahouket,  and  the  Franks,  will 
recompense  you.'^  «• 

0 


CHAPTER  V. 


Naval  Campaign  of  1708  iSir  Horatio  Nelson  sent  in  Pursuit  of  the  French  fleet;  touches  at 
Malta;  proceeds  to  Alexandria;  and  returns  to  Sicily  without  meeting  with  the  Enemy — Saih 
again  to  the  Coast  of  Egyft — Battle  of  the  Nile;  its  glorious  Temdnation'-^If^uenee  of 
that  memorable  Event  upon  the  Courts  of  Europe — Hie  Porte  declares  War  against  France — 
The  King  of  Nqples  invades  the  Roman  Republic,  suffers  a  signal  Defeat j  and  is  driven 
from  his  Dominions — The  King  of  Sardinia  obliged  to  abdicate  his  Throne — Expedition 
against  Ostend,  and  its  disastrous  Result — Minorca  captured  by  the  British^^St.  Domingo 
evacuated — Goza  taken — Summary. 


WHILE  the  French  expedition  to  the  east 
attracted  the  attention  of  all  Europe,  England 
appeared  to  be  pre-eminently  interested  in  its 
destination,  Positiye  instruetionB  were  in  con- 
sequence sent  out  to  Earl  St.  Vincent,  then  sta- 
tioned at  Cadiz,  to  select  a  sufficient  number  of 
line  of  battle  ships  to  defeat  this  armament, 
ivhatever  might  be  its  destination  ;  and  the  first 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  in  his  dispatches  to  the 
earl,  says,  ^^1  think  it  almost  unnecessary  to 
suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  putting  it  under 
Sir  Horatio  Nelson.*'  This  appointment  the 
pliant  earl  had  already  anticipated,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  ten  sail  of  the  line  was  dispatched 
under  Captain  Trowbridge,  to  join  the  rear- 
admiral,  who  had  previously  been  dispatched  to 
the  Mediterranean  with  a  flyine  squadron. 
Rear-admiral  Nelson,  being  thus  mvested  with 
the  command  of  a  fleet  of  fourteen  ships,  thir- 
teen of  which  carried  seventy-four,  and  one  fifty 
guns,  determined  to  proceed  in  quest  o£  the 
enemy. 

Steering  his  course  towards  Malta,  with  an 
intention  of  attacking  the  French  fleet  at  Ctoza, 
he  arrived  off  that  island  on  the  22d  of  June, 
when,  to  his  mortification,  he  found  that  the 
enemy  had  quitted  that  place  five  days  before 
his  arrival,  taking  an  eastward  dhrectfon.  Con« 
jecturingy  with  great  plausibility,  that  Egypt 
must  be  the  place  of  their  destination,  the 
British  admiral  sailed  for  the  port  of  Alexandria, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  28th ;  but  they  had  not 
been  seen  on  the  coast  of  Egypt,  nor  could  any 
satisfactory  information  be  obtained  at  that 
ptace.  Still  acting  upon  his  favourite  maxim, 
that  '' perseverance  in  the  profession  will  meet 
its  reward,"   the  gallant   admiral   shaped  his 
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course  nothward  for  Caramania  ;  thence  he  re-  BOOK  11. 
turned  to  Sicily,  and  after   obtainin^^  refresh* 
ments  and  assistance  of  every  kind  for  his  squad- 
ron in  the  bay  of  Syracuse,  sailed  once  more  for 
Alexandria  in  quest  of  the  enemy. 

On  approaching  the  coast  of  Egypt,  on  the 
first  of  August,  he  discovered  thirteen  sail  of 
line  of  battle  ships,  moored  in  a  strong  and 
compact  line,  in  the  bay  of  Aboukir,  the  head- 
most vessel  being  close  to  the  shoals  on  the 
N.  W.  and  the  rest  of  the  fleet  forming  a  kind 
of  curve  along  the  line  of  deep  water,  so  as  not 
to  be  turned  on  the  S.  W.  The  British  admiral, 
who,  from  the  anxiety  of  his  mind,  had  scarcely 
taken  either  sleep  or  food  for  many  days,  now 
ordered  his  dinner  to  be  served,  while  prepara- 
tions were  making  for  battle  ;  and  when  his 
officers  rose  from  table,  and  went  to  their  sepa- 
rate stations,  he  exclaimed — **  Before  this  time 
to-morrow  I  shall  have  gained  a  Peerage,  or  fVesf- 
minster  Abbey P* 

The  advantage  of  numbers,  both  in  ships, 
guns,  and  men,  was  in  favour  of  the  French; 
they  had  thirteen  ships  of  the  line,  and  four 
frigates,  carrying  eleven  hundred  and  ninety 
guns,  and  ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ten  men.  The  English  had  the  same  number 
of  ships  of  the  line,  and  one  fifty-gun  ship, 
carrying  in  all  one  thousand  and  twelve  guns, 
and  eight  thousand  and  sixty-eight  men.  The 
Enriish  ships  of  the  line  were  all  seventy-fours  ; 
the  French  had  three  eighty-gun  ships,  and  one 
three-decker  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  guns  ; 
and  the  enemy's  squadron  was,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  French  commissary  of  the  fleet,  moored  in 
such  a  situation,  as  to  bid  defiance  to  a  force 
more  than  double  their  own. 
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BOOK  II.         The  position   occupied  by  the  French  ba4 

^— ^—  heen  already  celebratea  in  history^  as  the  scene 

Chap.  Y.  of  a  famous   combat  between  Au^^uatus  Csesar 

^^•-"•'v-**-'^  and  Mark  Antony,  near  nineteen  hundred  years 

1708      ago,   wliich    decided  the  empire  of  the  world. 

On  the  present  conflict  depended  the  naval  supe* 

riority  of  two  rival  nations,  the  immediate  re- 

Bewai  of  the  war  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and 

the  eventual  possession  of  Bgypt — perhaps  of 

Hindostan. 

The  momettt  AdmiiPal  Nelsdn  perclehred  tlm 
|>osilfon  0f  th^  French  fleet,  that  intuitive  ^ius 
with  whkdl  he  was  endowed,  displayed  itself; 
and  it  instantly  struck  him  that  where  there  was 
•room  for  an  enemy^s  ship  to  swing,  there  was 
room  for  one  of  ours  to  anchor.  (laving  explained 
to  his  captains  his  mode  of  attack,  ana  given 
4heiti  the  general  instruction,  first  **  to  gain  the 
victory — and  then  to  make  the  best  possible  use  of 
it  'y^  the  engagement  commenced  at  six  o'clock 
in  the  evening  of  the  first  of  August.  As  soon 
as  some  of  our  van  ships  approaehed  the  small 
island  of  Bequieres,  the  Alert  French  ship  began 
to  execute  the  orders  of  Admiral  Brueix,  which 
were,  to  stand  towards  the  British  ships  until 
nearly  within  gun  shot,  and  then  to  manceuvre  sq|4 
as  best  to  draw  them  towards  the  outer  shoal 
lying  off  that  island,  but  the  British  admiral 
escaped  this  decoy,  and  hauled  well  round  all 
ibe  danaer.  On  this  island  of  Bequieres  the 
French  ^ad  established  two  batteries,  but  their 
•distance  rendered  them  useless.  As  our  squadron 
advanced,  the  enemy  opened  a  steady  fire  from 
the  btitfboard  side  of  the  whole  line,  full  into  the 
bows  of  our  ships ;  and  at  twenty-dght  minutes 
mtBi  six,  jp.  m.  the  French  hoisted  their  colours. 
Captdn  Foley,  who  led  the  British  van  in  the 
<Soitath,  had  long  conceived,  that  if  the  enemv 
were  moored  in  line  of  battle  in  with  the  land, 
the  best  plan  of  attack  would  be  to  lead  between 
them  and  the  shore,  because  the  French  guns  on 
that  side  were  not  likely  to  be  manned,  nor  were 
ready  for  action ;  acting  upon  this  plan  of  attack, 
he  darted  a-head  of  the  enemy's  vanmost  ship,  Le 
Chierrier,  doubled  her  larboard  side,  and  having 
poured  a  destructive  fire  into  the  Frenchman, 
aaoved  on  to  the  Conquerant,  which  he  charged 
with  tremendous  fury,  and  in  ten  minutes  shot 
away  her  masts :  next  followed  the  Zealous, 
Capt  Hood,  which  attacked  the  Guerrier,  on  the 
aide  next  the  shore,  and  in  twelve  minutes,  totally 
disabled  her:  third  proceeded  the  Orion,  Sir 
James  Saumarex,  and  took  her  station  between 
the  enemy's  fifth  and  sixth  ships :  the  Theseus, 
Captain  MSler,  following  the  same  example, 
encountered  the  third  ship  of  the  enemy ;  the 
Audacious,  Captain  Gould,  moved  round  to  the 
fifth:  then  advanced  the  Vanguard,  carrying 
the  haroic  Nelson^  imd  his  no  less  heroic  Cap* 


tain  Berry,  and  anchored  on  the  outside  of  the 
enemy^s  third  ship,  with  six  colours  flying  iu  hi» 
rigging,  lest  thev  should  be  shot  away — ^t^t  they 
should  be  struck,  no  British  admiral  considers 
as  a  possibility ;  having  veered  half  a  cable,  he 
instantly  opened  a  tremendous  fire ;  under  cover 
of  which  the  other  four  ships  of  his  division,  the 
Minotaur,  Bdlerephon,.  Defence,  and  Majestio, 
sailed  on  i^-head  of  the  admiral.  In  a  few  minutes 
every  man  stationed  at  the  first  six  guns,  in  the 
fore  part  of  the  Vanguard's  deck,  was  killed  or 
wounded ;  and  three  times  in  succession  did  the 
destructive  fire  of  the  enemy  sweep  away  the 
seamen  that  served  these  guns.  Captain  Louis, 
in  the  Minotaur,  nobly  supported  his  friend  and 
commander,  and  anchoring  next  a-head  of  the 
Vanguard,  took  off  the  fire  of  the  Aquilon,  the 
fourth  in  the  French  line.  The  Defence,  Captain 
Peyton,  took  her  station  with  great  judgment 
a-head  of  the  Minotaur,  and  engaged  the  Frank- 
lin, of  80  guns,  the  sixth  ship  of  tiie  enemy  on 
the  starboard  bow,  which  ship  bore  the  fiaff  of 
Admiral  Blanquet  de  Chelard,  the  second  in 
command. 

f"  Thus,  by  the  masterly  seamanship  of  the 
British  commanders,  nine  of  our  ships  were  so 
disposed  as  to  bear  their  force  upon  six  of  the 
enemy.  The  seventh  of  the  Frencti  line  was  the 
Orient,  the  admiral's  ship,  a  vessel  of  immense 
size,  bearing  one  hundred  and  twenty  guns :  this 
stupendous  adversary  was  undertaken  by  the 
BeUerophon,  Captain  Darby  ;  while  the  Majestic, 
Captain  Westcott,  who  engaged  the  Heureux, 
the  ninth  ship  on  the  stan^oard  bow,  received 
also  at  the  same  time  the  fire  of  the  Tonnant, 
which  was  the  eighth  in  the  line.  The  other  four 
ships  of  the  British  squadron  having  beeft 
detached  previous  to  the  discovery  of  the  Frencti, 
were  at  a  considerable  distance  when  the  action 
began,  and  the  shades  of  night  began  to  close  in 
upon  tiiem  before  they  reachra  the  scene  of  action. 
Cfaptain  Trowbridge,  in  the  Culloden,  took  the 
lead  of  these  ships.  As  he  came  on  sound- 
ing, the  increased  darkness  of  the  night  had 
greatiy  increased  the  difficulties  of  the  naviga^ 
tipn ;  and  suddenly^  after  having  found  elevetf 
feet  water,  before  the  lead  could  be  hove  again, 
he  was  fast  a-ground,  on  the  tail  of  the  shoal  of 
Bequieres,  nor  could  all  his  own  exertions,  united 
to  those  of  Captain  Thompson,  in  the  Leander, 
and  Captain  Hardy,  in  the  Mutine  brig,  both  of 
which  came  to  his  assistance,  get  him  off  in 
time  to  share  in  the  danger  and  glory  of  the 
action.  It  was  however  some  satisftiction  to  the 
mortified  spirit  of  Captain  Trowbridge,  that  hie 
ship  served  as  a  beacon  to  the  Alexander  and 
Swiftsure,  which  must  else,  from  the  course  they 
were  holding,  have  gone  considerably  further  on 
the  reefi-  and  would  inevitably  have  been  lost. 


PLAN  OF  THE  Battle  of  the  Nile. 

Attgutt  ill,  1798. 

The  Britl.!  Skip.  Bppn»da.g  Ibe  enemj'!  Ik.  .r.  repm..l.d  lh».  ^  »llb  11«  C.pittl.  A  B  C  te.  rtfrirhg  » 
•■■eirninie.:  ud  lb.  potoi  .f  tow  I.  from  ibi  S.  E.  p.rl  of  Ih.  B»y.— Brirt  .hipi  « Ih.ir  n.p««ir.  .l.lio»»  m  U.  Ml"" 

>r<  r.pr.«.t«i  ihui  O  ■«'! *"  ■'•"rf  l""  •l'"  "'"'  "•P""'"  "n^'     * "«""'■  i  =  2^°" '  "^  °T  '  ...  ' 

EThn...!  FV-goud;  8 Mi»ol.u7 ;  HB.ller.pho. •,  I D.fcoo. ;  K M^joMic !  L Alenndn ; M 8iri(liute )  .I74(«ii. 
cM;h-    N  X.euider,a)gUD«;   O  CtiUoden,  74  guns -,  P  Hutine,  14  kodi. 


1.1  «.a;-4(b'-?/a^x 


The  Frmch  Line  of  Bmttle  Ship*  m  repretentcd  tbni  ^^  1  Le  Gtwrrier,  74  fiUM,  tiken  and  aftermuxb  burnt  u  nnsar- 
TiCMble;  21i«  Conquenat,  74 gum,  Uken;  3  Le  SpartUle,  74  (fiini,  Uken ;  4L'Aqiiil«n,  74  gutw,  taken;  &L«  People 
Sourenin,  74  gun*,  taken  ;  6  Le  Franklin,  80  gnni,  taken }  7  L'Orient,  130  guna,  burnt ;  8  lie  Tunnaiit,  80  gnna,  t»ke«  ; 
9  Le  Heureiut,  74  g^uns,  taken  and  afterward*  btimt ;  10  Le  l^moleoo,  74  gwa,  bnrot ;  11  Le  GmilUume  Tril,  80  gnns, 
cacaped ;  13  Le  Hercure,  74  gnoe,  taken  and  afterward*  humt ;  13  Le  Q^nireux,  74  giina,  escaped. — Frigates :  14  La 
Serienae,  36  gttna,  aonk ;  16  L'Artemiae,  40  gnu,  burnt ;  Ifl  La  IXave,  44  guns;  eaeaped  ;  17  La  Juatice,  44  guu,  efcaped. 
Thallert,  la&ate,  and  Castor,  martar  TeMda,«f  IB  gun*  each.ran  in  ibore  under  the  castle  ef^wukir. 
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Thfese  ships,  after  escaping  the  peril  to  wbich 
they  had  been  exposed,  entered  the  bay,  and  took 
their  stations^  eveloped  in  daikness,  as  was  the 
whole  fleet,  in  a  manner  that  is  remembered  with 
g^eneral  admiration.  At  this  juncture  the  Belle- 
rophon,  overpowered  by  the  huge  Orient,  her 
lights  extinguished,  nearly  two  hundred  of  her 
crew  killed  or  wounded,  and  all  her  masts  and 
edibles  shot  away,  was  drifting  out  of  the  line, 
towards  the  lee  side  of  the  bay,  when  the  Swift- 
sure,  which  at  first  mistook  her  for  a  ship  of  the 
enemy,  but  was  soon  undeceiyed,  came  up,  and 
taking  her  station,  opened  a  steady  fire  on  the 

Suarter  of  the  FranKlin,  and  the  bows  of  tiie 
'rench  admiral.  At  the  same  instant,  Captain 
Ball,  with  the  Alexander,  passed  under  the  stem  of 
the  Orient,  and  anchoring  within  side  of  his  lar- 
board quarter,  raked  him,  and  kept  up  a  seTcre 
fire  of  musketry  on  his  decks.  The  last  ship 
which  arrived  to  complete  the  destruction  of  the 
enemy  was  the  Lieander,  Captain  Thompson,  and 
took  her  station  in  such  a  position  as  to  rake  both 
the  Franklin  and  the  Orient.  The  conflict  was 
now  carried  on  in  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and 
the  only  light  to  guide  the  operations  of  Sie  fleets 
was  derived  from  the  flashes  of  their  cannon. 
The  two  first  ships  of  the  French  line  had  been 
dismasted  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour  from  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  and  others  had  suf- 
fered so  severely  that  victory  was  already  certain 
— its  extept  was  the  only  remaining  question. 
The  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  ships  of  the  enemy 
were  taken  possession  of  at  half-past  eight. 

While  the  battle  raged  with  its  utmost  furpr, 
the  British  admiral  himself  received  a  wound  in 
the  head,  from  a  piece  of  langridge  shot,  which 
cut  a  large  flap  of  the  skin  of  the  forehead  from 
the  bone,  and  which,  falling  over  his  only  remain- 
ing eye,  left  him  in  totid  darkness.  Captain 
Berry,  on  whom  the  command  of  the  ship  during 
the  remainder  of  the  action  devolved,  was  standing 
near  his  admiral  when  he  received  this  dreadful 
wound,  and  caught  him  in  his  arms  as  he  wais 
felling.  The  great  efiusion  of  blood  occasioned  an 
apprehension  that  the  wound  would  be  mortal : 
Nelson  himself  thought  so ;  and  on  being  taken 
down  into  the  cock-pit,  he  called  his  chaplain  to 
deliver  his  dying  remembrances  to  Lady  Nelson ; 
but  the  surgeon,  on  examining  the  wound,  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  merely  superficial,  and  the  gloom 
which  had  taken  possession  of  the  whele  crew, 
under  the  agonizing  apprehension  of  the  loss  of 
their  commander,  was  dissipated,  and  turned  into 
expressions  of  joy. 

The  French  Admiral  Brueix,  who  sustained 
the  honour  of  his  flag  with  undiminished  firmness, 
and  had  been  three  times  wounded  during  the 
present  engagement,  without  quitting  his  station, 
DOW  received  a  shot,  which  almost  cut  him  in  two : 
still  he  remained  upon  the  deOk,  and  this  hero, 
(No.  15.) 


so  well  worthy  of  a  better  fate,  survived  his  last  BOOK  II. 
wound  only  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  Soon  after  — — 
nine  o^dock  the  Orient  struck  her  colours  and  Chap^V. 
appeared  in  flames.  The  fire  spread  with  aston-  ^""^^^^ 
ishing  rapidity.  By  the  prodigious  light  of  ^'^ 
this  conflagration,  the  situation  of  the  two 
fleets  coula  now  be  distinctly  seen  from  the 
towers  of  Rosetta,  a  distance  of  thirty  miles.— 
Finding  it  impossible  to  extinguish  the  flames, 
those  who  had  escaped  death  in  battle,  endea- 
voured to  save  themselves  by  plunging  into  the 
sea.  About  ton  o^dock  the  ship  blew  up  with  a 
tremendous  explosion,  whieh  was  succeeded  by 
a  silence  not  less  awful.  The  firine,  as  if  by 
common  consent,  instantly  ceased  on  both  sides, 
and  the  first  sound  which  broke  the  portentous 
stillness,  was  the  dash  of  the  shattered  masts 
and  yards  falling  into  the  water  from  the  vast 
height  to  which  diey  had  been  cast  by  the  explo- 
sion. It  is  upon  record,  that  a  battle  between 
two  armies  was  once  broken  off*by  an  earthquake ; 
but  no  incident  in  war  produced  by  human 
means,  has  ever  equalled  the  awful  suolimity  of 
this  simultaneous  pause.  About  seventy  of  the 
crew  of  the  Orient  were  saved  by  the  JBnglish 
boats,  and  among  the  mi^y  hundreds  who  perish- 
ed, were  the  Commodore  Casa  Bianca  and  his  son^ 
a  brave  and  intelligent  boy  about  ten  years  of 
age :  they  were  for  a  time  seen  in  the  water,  on  the 
wreck  of  the  Orient's  mast,  seeking  each  other, 
when  the  ship  blew  up,  and  put  an  end  to  their 
hopes  and  their  fears.  The^  Orient  had  on  board 
money  to  the  amount  of  six  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling. 

After  a  lapse  of  about  ten  minutes  the  fire 
re-commenced  with  the  ships  to  the  leeward  of 
the  centre,  and  continued  without  intermission 
till  three  o'clock  the  next  morning.  It  then  grew 
very  faint  till  about  five,  when  it  was  again  resum- 
ed with  redoubled  fury ;  but  it  was,  on  tlie  ene- 
my's part,  the  resistance,  not  of  hope,  but  of 
despair.  At  day  break,  the  Guillaume  Tell  and 
the  G^n^reux,  the  two  rear  ships  of  the  enemy, 
were  the  only  French  ships  of  the  line  that  had 
their  colours  flying,  and  in  the  forenoon  they  cut 
their  cables  and  stood  out  to  sea,  taking  along 
with  them  two  frigates.  The  Zealous,  worthy  of 
her  name,  instantly  cominenced  the  pursuit,  but 
as  there  was  no  other  ship  in  a  condition  to  sup- 
port Captain  Hood,  he  was. recalled.  The  firing 
continued  in  the  bay  with  some  intermission  till 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  entirely 
ceased.  As  soon  as  the  admiral  thought  the  vic- 
tory secure,  he  issued  the  following  order: — 
*^  Almighty  God  having  blessed  bis  majesty^s 
arms  with  victory,  the  admiral  intends  returning 
public  thanks  for  the  same,  at  two  o'clock  this 
day,  and  he  recommends  every  ship  doing  the 
same."  The  vanquished,  deprived  of  the  con- 
solations of  religion  by  the  wild  theories  of  their 
3H 
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BOOK  11.  goTernors,  had  not  even  this  solace  in  distress, 

nor  could  they  imagine  to  what  cause  to  impute 

CflAP.  v.  the  solemn  stillness  that  prevailed  through  the 
^^Voft^^  British  fleet,  while  the  thanksgivings  of  the 
* '™  crews  were  presented  to  the  giver  of  ul  victory. 
During  the  action,  thousands  of  the  worship-* 
pers  of  the  Arabian  prophet  lined  the  shores  of 
Egypt,  and  for  three  successive  nights  the  whole 
coast  and  the  adjacent  country  were  illuminated 
in  honour  of  the  victory*. 


Thus  ended  an  engagement  which  will  ever 
rank  among  the  most  distinguished  victories  in 
the  naval  annals  of  the  world — "  Victory^"* 
said  the  hero  of  the  Nile,  <^  b  not  a  name  strong^ 
enough  for  such  a  scene — it  was  a  Conquest, ^^ — 
The  result  was,  that  out  of  a  fleet  of  thirteen 
sail,  the  admiral*s  ship,  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  guns,  and  the  Timoleon,  of  seventy-four^ 
were  burnt;  while  two  eighty  gun  ships,  and 
seven  seventy-fours,  were  captured ;  and  it  was 


*  The  memorable  letter  seat  by  &Kr  Horatio  Nelson  to  Sari  St.  ViDoeiit,  and  which  bad  been  be^m  under  the  immo' 
diate  impression  of  approaching  death,  and  concluded  amidst  the  dreadful  scene  of  defmstation  which  the  surrounding 
ocean  continued  for  days  to  display,  must  not  be  omitted,  it  was  in  these  words  :§ 

Nt  Lord,  Vanguard^  off  the  Mouth  of  the  Nile^  August  3, 17d6. 

Almighty  God  has  blessed  his  majesty^s  arms  in  the  late  battle  by  a  great  victory  over  the  fleet  of  the  enemy,  whom 
I  attacked  at  sun-set  on  the  1  st  of  August,  off  the  tlie  mouth  of  the  Nile.  The  enemy  were  moored  in  a  strong  line  of  battle 
for  defending  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  (of  shoals,)  flanked  by  numerous  gun-boats,  four  frigates,  and  a  battery  of  guns 
and  mortars  on  an  island  in  their  yan ;  but  nothing  could  withstand  the  squadron  your  lordship  did  me  the  honour  to 
place  under  my  command. — ^Their  high  state  of  discipline  is  wdl  known  to  you,  and  with  the  judgment  of  the  captains, 
together  with  their  valour  and  that  of4he  officers  and  men  of  every  description,  it  was  absolutely  irresistible. 

Could  any  thing  firom  my  pen  add  to  the  characters  of  the  captains,  I  would  write  it  with  pleasure^  but  that 
is  impossible. 

I  have  to  r^fret  the  loss  of  Captain  Westcoft,  of  the  Majestic,  who  was  killed  early  in  the  action  ;  but  the  ship  was 
continued  to  be  so  well  fought  by  her  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Cuthbert,  that  I  have  given  him  an  order  to  command  her  till 
your  lordship's  pleasure  is  known. 

The  ships  of  the  enemy,  all  but  their  two  rear-ships,  are  nearly  dismasted ;  and  those  twc),  with  two  frigates,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  made  their  escape;  nor  was  it,  I  assure  you,  in  my  power  to  prevent  them.  Captain  Hood  most 
handsomely  endeavoured  to  do  it,  but  I  had  no  ship  in  a  condition  to  support  the  Zealous,  and  I  was  obliged  te 
call  her  in. 

The  support  and  assistance  I  have  received  from  Captain  Berry  cannot  be  sufficiently  expressed.  I  was  wounded  in 
the  head,  and  obliged  to  be  carried  off  the  deck,  but  the  service  suffered  no  loss  by  diat  event.  Captain  Berry  was 
fully  equal  to  the  important  service  then  going  on,  and  to  him  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  every  information  relative 
to  this  victory.  He  will  present  you  with  the  flag  of  the  second  in  command,  that  of  the  commander-in-chief  being  burnt 
in  the  Orient. 

Herewith  I  transmit  you  lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  lines  of  battle  of  ourselves  and  the  French. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

HORATIO  NELSON. 
To  Admiral  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent,  Commander 'in'-Chirfy  Sfc,  ^c,  off  Cadiz* 


ENGLISH  LINE   OF  BATTLE. 
Commanders. 

Captain  Trowbridge 
Captain  Miller 
Captain  Ball 

Captain  Louis, 
Captain  Thompson, 
Captain  Hallowell, 
Captain  Gould, 
Captain  J.  Peyton, 
Captain  Hood, 
Captain  Sir  J.  Saumarezi 
Captain  Foley, 
Captain  Westcott, 


FRENCH  LINE   OF  BATTLE. 


Shipc. 

1  Culloden 

2  Theseus 

3  Alexander 


5  Minotaur, 

6  Leander, 

7  Swiftsure, 

8  Audacious, 

9  Defence, 

10  Zealous, 

11  Orion, 

12  Goliath, 

13  Majestic, 


} 


14  Bellerophen,  Captain  Darby, 


Oaat. 

If  en. 

74 

590 

74 

500 

74 

690 

74 

696 

74 

640 

60 

343 

74 

690 

74 

690 

74 

690 

74 

690 

74 

690 

74 

690 

74 

690 

74 

690 

Shipt, 

1  Le  Guerrier, 

2  Le  Conquerant, 

3  LeSpartiate, 

4  L'Aquilof], 
6  Le  Souvenin  Peuple 


Commanden. 
(talun) 
(takenj 
(taken) 
(taken) 

«#    MJC  ».7vuTc;v«ii.u  <rcu|MC,       (taken)  '/4       7W 

6  Le  Franklin,  Rear-admiral  Blanquet,  (taken)  80    800 

r  Adm.  Brueix  coaunandcr  in  1 

7  L'Orient^  i  chief.  Captain  Casa  Bianca,  > 
(  (humt)  y 

(taken) 


0«iH.  Men. 

74  700 

74  700 

74  700 

74  700 

74  700 


120  1010 


La  Mutine  brig,  T.  M.  Hardy. 


8  LeTonnant, 

9  L'Heureux, 

10  Le  Timoleon, 

11  LeMercure, 

12  LeGuillaumeTell, 

13  Le  G6n6reujt, 

1  Le  Diane, 

2  Le  Justice, 

3  L'Artemise, 

4  LaS^rieuse, 


(taken) 
(burnt) 
(taken) 

}Bear-adm.  Viileneuve  > 
(escaped)  f 

(escaped) 
Frigates. 
(escaped) 
(escaped) 
(burnt) 
(dmiatted  and  sunk) 


80  800 
74  700 
74  700 
74/  900 


80 
74 

48 
44 
36 
36 


800 
700 

300 
300 
250 
250 


§  Vide  London  GazettSy  October  S,  1798. 


OP  THE  Pl^^^CH  BEVOLUTION. 


sod 


the  firm  persuasion  of  the  British  admiral,  that 
bad  be  been  more  amply  provided  urith  frigates, 
all  the  enemy*s  transports,  and  smaller  vessels  in 
the  harbour  would  have  shared  the  fate  of  their 
ships  of  the  line.  This  deficiency  of  frigates  he 
deeply  regretted,  and  in  bis  usual  forcible  way 
of  expressing  himself,  said — ^^  Should  I  die  at 
the  present  moment,  *  Want  of  frigates*  would  be 
found  ^vritten  on  my  heart."  The  British  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  eight  hundred 
and  ninetv-five.  Of  the  French,  three  thousand 
cue  hundred  and  five,  including  the  wounded, 
went  on  shore  by  cartel,  and  five  thousand  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  perished ! — constituting 
a  loss,  during  that  glorious,  but  fatal  night,  of 
upwards  of  five  hunared  human  beings  an  hour ! 
One  British  officer  of  the  rank  of  captain  only 
fell ;  this  was  the  brave  Captain  Westcott,  who 
was  killed  early  in  the  action,  and  whose  place 
was  supplied  with  great  gallantry  and  Hkill  by 
his  lieutenant,  afterwards  appointed  Captain 
Cuthbert. 

While  the  renown  of  this  '^  conquest'* 
reached  every  part  of  the  globe,  its  political 
efieets,  all  over  Europe,  were  instantaneous  and 
surprising.  The  enemies  of  France  every-where 
recovered  from  the  despondency  with  which  they 
had  been  oppressed  previous  to  this  glorious 
event,  and  an  evident  re-animation  took  place  in 
all  their  councils,  which  were  now  occupied  in 
improving  an  event,  that,  on  the  admission  of 
Bonaparte  himself,  proclaimed  England  sove- 
reign of  the  ocean.* 

The  events  of  the  1st  and  2d  of  August 
were  celebrated  throughout  England  with  bon- 
fires and  illuminations.  His  majesty  conferred 
the  dignity  of  Baron  of  Great  Britain,  with  a 
pension  of  three  tliousand  a  year,  on  the  admiral, 
who  was  called  to  the  house  of  peers  by  the  style 
and  dignity  of  Baron  Nekon  of  the  Nile.  The 
Grand  Signior  also  transmitted  a  superb  diamond 
chelengk,  or  plume  of  triumph,  taken  from  one 
of  the  imperial  turbans,  and  the  King  of  Naples, 
at  a  later  period,  granted  the  title  of  Duke 
of  Bront6,  with  an  estate  in  Sicily.  Captains 
Berry  and  Thompson  received  the  honour  of 
knighthood,  and  the  other  commanders  were 
presented  with  gold  medals.  The  Turkish  Sul- 
tan sent  a  purse  of  two  thousand  sequins  to  be 
distributed  among  the  wounded,  and  the  Eng- 
lish* nation  did  themselves  the  honour  to  raise  by 
public  subscription  a  much  larger  sum  for  the 
widows  and  children  of  those  who  perished  in 
the  action. 

Though  the  sensation  of  this  victory  was 
felt  all  over  Europe,  and  reached  to  Hindostan, 


it  was  at  Radstadt  where  the  efiect  became  the  BOOK  II. 
most  evident.  The  deputation  of  the  empire  had  — — 
^already  agreed  to  a  plan  of  indemnities,  by  Chap.  V. 
means  of  which,  no  less  than  forty-foiu*  of  the  se-  ""^^i^^ 
cular  and  ecclesiastical  states  were  to  make  im- 
mense  sacrifices  to  obtain  peace.;  but  the  attack 
on  Switzerland  and  Rome,  and  the  impolitic 
expedition  of  Bonaparte  into  Egypt,  joined  to 
the  opposition  he  had  there  encountered,  and  the 
recent  disaster  of  the  French  navy,  rendered 
a  new  contest  on  the  continent  unavoidable. — 
At  this  juncture  too,  and  partly  from  the  same 
causes,  the  Turks  declared  war  against  France ; 
and  Russia,  under  the  government  of  the  Em- 
peror Paul,  became  an  efficient  member  of  the 
new  coalition  preparing  against  the  French  na- 
tion.— This  alliance  was  strengthened  rather  by 
the  activity  than  the  power  of  the  King  of  Naples, 
who,  after  issuing  a  declaration  of  war  against 
the  republic,  on  the  22d  of  November,  put  his 
army  in  motion  against  the  French  on  the  9Sd 
of  that  month,  and  on  the  20th,  succeeded  in 
making  himself  master  of  the  Roman  capital.— 
But  tUs  success  was  of  short  duration,  for  on 
the  15th  of  December  the  Neapolitan  troops 
sustained  a  signal  defeat  at  Civita  Castillana. — 
This  disaster  was  followed  by  the  immediate 
evacuation  of  Rome ;  and  such  was  the  hard 
fate  of  Ferdinand  IV.  that  on  the  last  day  of 
the  year,  he  was  obliged  to  abdicate  all  his 
continental  dominions,  and  to  take  refuge  on 
board  an  English  man  of  war. 

But  the  fate  of  Charles  Emanuel  I.  King 
of  Sardinia,  was,  if  possible,  still  more  deplor- 
able. This  prince,  who  had  been  lately  engaged 
in  a  contest  with  the  Ligurian  republic,  had  be- 
come an  object  of  suspicion  to  the  French  govern- 
ment, under  whose  controul  he  was  obliged  to 
subscribe  an  act  of  renunciation  of  his  power 
and  authority,  to  order  the  Piedmontese  armv 
to  consider  itself  as  a  portion  of  the  French 
troops,  and  to  surrender  the  citadel  of  Turin,  as  . 
a  pledge  that  no  resistance  whatever  should  be 
attempted  against  the  present  act,  which  the 
unfortunate  monarch  was  compelled  to  say 
^'  emanated  purely  from  his  own  will !" 

At  no  period  of  our  history  did  the  natives 
of  the  British  isles  exhibit  a  greater  degree  of 
courage  and  constancy  than  at  the  present.  Not- 
withstanding the  increased  burthen  of  taxation 
and  the  peculiar  pressure  of  the  triple  assessed 
taxes,  all  ranks  and  classes  of  men  displayed  a 
laudable  degree  of  vigour  and  patriotism  :  even 
those  who  doubted  the  justice,  and  denied  the 
policy  of  the  war,  were  indignant  at  the  idea  of 
foreign  domination  ;  and  an  armed  and  united 


*  In  a  letter  to  the  directory,  written  by  Bonaparte  from  Egypt,  immediately  after  the  battle<^f  the  Nile,  he  thus 
expresses  himself: — **  The  destinies  have  wished  to  prore  by  this  event,  as  by  all.others,  that  if  they  have  assigned  us  a 
great  preponderance  on  the  contiuent,  t^ey  have  given  the  empire  of  the  seas  to  our  rivals.'* 
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HISTORY  OF   THE  WARS,   &C. 


BOOK  II.  people,  although  not  unconscioas  of  the  gigan-  • 
■      tic  power,  mowed  the  empty  boasts  of  an  enemy 

Ciup.    ¥•  who  threatened  to  inTade  their  ahor^. 

^^^'"v-"^-^  The  offensive  operations  of  the  kingdom 

1798      wer«,  as  usual,  chequered  with  a  variety  of  good 
and  bad  fortune.    During  the  spring,  an  expe- 
dition was  fitted  out  against  maritime  Flanders, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  blowing  up  the  bason, 
gates,  and  sluices,  of  the  Bruges  canal,  as  well 
as  destroying  the  internal  navigation,  by  means 
of  which,  transport-schuyts,  instead  of  risking  a 
sea  voyage,  were  enabled  to  keep  up  an  internal 
intercourse  between  Holland,  France,  and  Flan- 
ders.   An  armament  accordingly  ssdled  for  the 
Surpose,  from  Margate  roads,  on  the  18th  of 
[ay,  under  Captain  Popham,  with  a  body  of 
troops  consisting  of  twelve  hundred  men,  com- 
manded by  M^or-gen«ral  Coote.     On  the  arri- 
val of  the  expedition  before  Ostend,  the  neces- 
sary preparations  were  made  for  a  descent,  and 
while  the  Wolvereen,  Asp,  and  Bitter,  returned 
the  fire  of  the  batteries,  the  Heda  and  Tartarus 
bombs  threw  their,  shells  with  so  much  rapidity 
and  precision,  that  the  town  was  set  on  nre  in 
several  places,  and  the  shipping  did  not  escape 
without  damage.    On  the  10th,  a  landing  was 
efiected  to  the  north-west,   without  opposition, 
and  as  soon  as  the  soldiers  had  formed,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  burn  several  boats,  demolished  the 
sluice-gates,  and  efiected  a  grand  explosion,  by 
which  it  was  intended  to  destroy  a  great  nationu 
work,  which  had  cost  flie  states  of  Bruges  an  im- 
mense sum  of  money,  and  had  not  been  completed 
with  a  labour  of  five  years.    Thus  havings  as  was 
supposed,  rendered  the  Bruges  canal  unservice- 
able,   the  commander-in-chief  attempted    about 
noon  to  return  on  board  the  shipping,   but  he 
soon  discovered  that  the  wind  was  so  high,  and 
the  surf  so  much  increased,  that  the  attempt  was 
'   impracticable.     Upon  this  it  was  deemed  proper 
to  occupy  a  position  upon  the  sand  hills,  at  a 
little   distance  from  the  beach,  and  by  way  of 
gaining  time,  the  governor  of  Ostend  was  sum- 
moned to  surrender ;  but  this  fate  was  unhappily 
reserved  for  the  invaders  themselves,  as  that 
officer  found  means  in  the  course  of  the  night  to 
assemble  a  great  force,  with  which  he  hemmed 
in  the  English  early  in  the  morning,   and  all 
resistance  being  in  vain,  they  surren&red,  after 
a  gallant  defence,  in  the  course  of  which  Msyor- 

feneral  Coote  himself  was  wounded.  Captain 
^opham  endeavoured  without  effect  to  ootain 
an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  it  appears  at  first 
to  have  been   tne  intention  of  the  French  go- 


vernment to  oblige  the  British  troops  to  labour 
at  the  r^aration  of  the  works  they  had  des- 
troyed; but  it  was  found,  on  inspection,  that 
Hke  damage  was  but  trifling,  every  thing  being 
restored  to  its  former  state  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks. 

Early  in  November,  a  small  squadron  was 
dispatched  against  Minorca,  under  the  command 
of  Admiral  Duckworth,  and  the  command  of  the 
land  forces  conferred  upon  General  Stuart,  an 
active  and  enterprising  officer.  After  a  short  and 
feeble  resistance,  the  garrison,  consisting  of 
nearly  four  thousand  men,  under  the  command  of 
Don  Juan  de  Quesada,  surrendered  to  the 
British  force,  which  did  not  suffer  the  loss  of  a 
single  man  in  the  conquest  of  this  important 
Spanish  colony. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  British  ministry, 
finding  that  no  portion  of  the  island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo,  on  which  so  much  blood  and  treasure  had 
already  been  lavished,  <^uld  be  retained  with- 
out immense  sacrifices,  determined,  very  vrisely, 
to  abandon  that  conquest.  In  virtue  of  this 
decision,  Major-general  Maitland  agreed  with 
ToussaintL^Ouverture,  now  commander-in-chief 
in  that  colony,  where  he  had  formerly  been  a 
slave,  to  leave  the  island,  on  condition  that  the 
black  chief  would  guarantee  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  all  the  inhwitants  who  might  choose  to 
remain,  and  these  easy  conditions  being  readily 
accepted,  the  British  lorce  sailed  from  the  island 
on  the  9th  of  May. 

In  another  quarter  of  the  globe,  the  island 
of  Goza  surrendered  to  the  British  navy,  which 
was  this  year  pre-eminently,  distinguished  by  its 
successful  exertions ;  thirteen  line  of  battle,  and 
as  many  forty-gun  ships  and  frigates,  having  been 
either  captupra,  burnt,  or  destroyed.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  English  lost  the  Ambuscade, 
mounting  thirtv>two  guns,  after  a  severe  action 
in  the  bay  of  Biscay,  with  the  Bayonnaise ;  the 
Jason  and  La  Pique,  captured  near  Brest ;  and 
the  Leander,  of  fifty  guns,  which  struck  reluct- 
antly to  Le  G^n^reux,  of  seventy-four  guns, 
after  a  battle  of  six  hours,  in  which  the  honour  of 
the  British  flag  suffered  no  stain. 

But  the  security  of  the  British  isles  was 
greatly  promoted  by  the  failure  of  a  naval  and 
military  expedition,  fitted  out  by  the  enemy 
in  the  port  of  Brest,  and  destined  to  renew  the 
horrors  of  a  civil  war  in  Ireland ;  to  record 
the  rise,  progress,  and  extinction  of  which 
insurrection,  will  be  the  business  of  a  separate 
chapter. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


Bjutish  History  :  Ministers  again  express  a  WiA  to  enter  into  Negociations  with  the  Brench  Gaoem* 
ment-^Corre^ndence  on  that  Subject — I%e  tJegodatcrs  assemble  at  tdsle — Progress  of  the 
Negodationr^Its  Rtg^re^^Meeting  rf  ParBament-^Secesnon  tf  the  Members  of  O^pon- 
tum-^cimt  Address  cf  both  Homes  of  ParUameni  an  the  Buj^ure  of  the  Negociations — New 
Measures  of  Finance :  tripk  Assessment ;  voluntary  Contributions ;  Redemftion  of  the  Land 
Tax — National  Defence:  Motion  for  calUng  out  the  Supplementary  Militia  ;far  the  Encourage- 
ment  of  voluntary  Associations;  for  more  effeetually  manning  the  Navy — Duel  between  Mr. 
Pitt  md  Mr,  Tiemey — The  Name  of  Mr.  Fox  erased  from  the  Caundl- Books  by  his  Majesty 
*^Second  Eaimate  if  SuppUe^^Mskion  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Tr^sde — Discusmnson 
the  State  of  Ireland^ 


IN  ibe  intenral  between  fhe  treaty  of 
Leoben,  in  the  spring  of  1707,  and  the  treaty  of 
Campo  Formio,  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year, 
fhe  British  ministry,  finding  that  the  coalition 
against  France  was  effeetuuly  dissolved,  again 
declared  themsehes  actuated  by  a  wish  to  con- 
clude hostilities,  and  to  give  to  Europe  the 
enjoyment  of  a  eeneral  peace. 

According^,  on  the  first  of  June,  1797,  an 
official  note  from  Lord  Grenville  to  M.  de  la 
Croixj  the  French  minister  for  foreign  affairs, 
communicated  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
British  government  to  neg^ciate  preliminaries, 
which  might  be  definitively  arranged  at  n  future 
congress.  The  Frendi  government,  pursuing 
their  usual  policy  of  negociating  a  separate 
peace  with  each  jof  their  enemies,  replied,  that 
the  directory  **  would  receive  with  eagerness  the 
overtures  and  |>ropo8al8  whidi  should  be  made 
to  it  by  the  court  of  England,^'  but  require, 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  delay,  that  the  ne* 


ippciations  should  be  rather  for  a  definitive  than  BOOK  11. 
or  a  preliminary  treaty.    The  British  govern-       ■ 
rnenl  rejoined,  that  it  wotfld  depend  upon  the  ^"^'Tl' 
progress  and  turn  of  the  negociations,  whether  ^^TL'qT^- 
preUminary  or  definitive  articles  should  be  signed^      ^'^' 
The  direetory,    in  three  days  after  the  date  of 
Lord  Grenville*s  last  note,  transmitted  the  ne- 
cessary passports  for  a  minister,  *^  furniaihed  with 
^  full  powers  from  his  Britannic  Majesty,  for  the 
^  purpose  ^f  negodating,  concluding,  and  sign- 
^  mg  a  definitive  and  separate  treaty  of  peace  ;** 
and  fixed  upon  the  city  of  Lisle  as  the  place  of 
meeting  for  the  respective  plenipotentiaries.*  On 
the  17th  of  June,  Lord  Grenville,  in  a  letter 
addressed  to  M.  de  la  Croix,  informed  him  that 
his  majesty  had  made  choice  of  the  same  minister 
to  represent  him  cm  this,  as  on  a  former  similar 
occasion ;    to  which  the   French   minister,    in 
reply,  signified  '^  the  consent  of  the  directory, 
that  the  negociations    sjiould  be  opened  with 
Lord  Malmesbury,^  intimating^  however^  at  the 


*  Fsrm  iff  Pes9pfirt, 
UBERTT,  EaUALVrr.  .  FRATfiRMTY, 


ITNIOK. 


2»  the  name  of  the  Fi'eneh  MqhtUie, 

To  all  officersy  civil  and  miliury«  charged  to  maintsinjuMic  order  in  the  diiemt  departaaents  of  France,  aad  Is 
make  Uie;Frf  nch  same  respected  abroad. 

Allow  to  pass  freely 
iVimbhed  with  fiill  powers  by  his  Britannic  Bfiyesty,  for  the  purpose  of  negodatbg,  oondodiog,  and  signing  a  defioitire 
and  separate  treaty  of  peace  with  the  French  Republic^  native  ef 
.department  of  the  north,  the  place  appoinled^ior  the  negocialion 
Mny  hindraneetobe-given  to  him. 

litis  passport  shall  be  in  fonee  for  decttdes  only. 

GtTen  at  Pkris,  the 2ad  Praitial,  Stb  year  of  the  rspnUic,  oneaod  indiriaiUe. 
The  minister  for  forsign  aflain.  (Signed) 

By  the  miniMfer.  (Siiroed) 

(No.  15.)  8  I 


going  to  Lisle^ 
withont  giving,  orsufferiiig 


CH.  DE  LA  CReilL 
J.  GUiRADET* 
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BOOK  II.  ^SLxne  time^    ^<  that  aROther  choice  would  haire 

appeared  to  the  directory  more  fairouraUe  for  the 

Chap.  VI.  speedy  conclasion  of  peace.'* 

Early  in  July,  Lord  Malmeabvry  arrived  at 
Lisle,  where  he  was  met  bv  the  Frencb  plem* 

Sotentiaries,  Le  Toumeur,  late  member  of  the 
irectorial  council,  Ple^ille  le  Pelleyj^  and  Hujg^ues 
B.  Maret.  His  lordship  opened  the  &umn^ 
by  submitting  the  plan  of  pacification  which  he 
had  receiYeii  from  the  British  ministrY : .  this 
projit  required  the  cession  of  the  colony  of  Trini- 
dad, on  the  part  of  Spain ;  and  of  the  t!!iL)fi  ilt 
Good  Hof^e,  Cochin,  in  th^  feast  IndteSj  asd  Ifefe 
Dtttefa  possesions  in  Ceylon,  on  th^  part  of 
Hottand;  in  return  for  which  it  w|is  proposed, 
that  Great  Britain  should  cede  all  the  other  set- 
tlements taken  from  France  and  her  allies  in  the 
course  of  the  war :  our  ministers  further  re^dii^ed 
the  restoration  of  his  personal  propl^iiy  to  the 
Prmce  of  Orange,  or  an  equivalent  m  t^rnkj  ; 
and  that  France  should  engage  to  procure  for 
him,  at  the  restoration  of  peace,  an  indemnity 
for  the  loss  of  the  United  Provinces  ;  that  Portu- 

5al  should  be  included  in  (he  treaty,  and  tliat  no 
emand  should  be  made  upon  that  country  by 
France. 

To  these  proposals  the  French  answered^ 
that  previous  to  entering  on  the  main  business. 
it  was  necessary  that  three  concessions  should 
be  made  :  first,  that  bis  Britannic  Megest'y  shoiild 
resign,  the  title  of  King  of  France;  secondly^ 
that  the  ships  taken  and  destroyed  at  Toulon 
should  be  restored,  or  restitution  made  for  therii ; 
and  thirdly,  that  any  mortgage  which  Kngland 
might  have  upon  the  Low  Countries,  in  conse^^ 
quence  of  money  lent  to  the  Emperor  of  Ger- 
maqy,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war 
against  France,  should  be  given  up. — On  the 
first  of  these  points  Lord  Malmesbury  ob- 
served, ^*  that  on  all  former  occasions  a  separate 
article  had  been  agreed  to,  which  appeared  to 
answer  every  purpose  they  required,  and  which 
it  was  his  intention,  as  the  treaty  advanced,  to 
have  proposed  as  proper  to  make  a  part  of  this  :'* 
on  the  second,  he  replied,  *^  that  this  claim  of 
restoring  the  ships  was  so  perfocthr  unlocked  for, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  have  been  pro- 
vided for  it  in  his  instructions  :*'  and  on  the  third, 
*'  that  if  the  French  republic  had  taken  the  Low 
Countries  as  they  stood,  charged  with  all  their 
incumbrances,  there  could  be  no  doubt  what 
these  words  meant,  and  that  if  no  exception  was 
stated  in  the  first  instance,  none  could  be  made 
with  a  retro-active  efi*ect."  These  were  the  ob- 
servatbns  that  occurred  to  him  on  the  first 
mention  of  the  subjects  to  which  they  had  ad- 
'verted,  bitt  he  would  transmit  a  paper  stating 
the  three  elaisis  to  his  gotenunent  for  consi- 
deration. 


On  Che  15th  of  July,*  HMT  Ffencb  plemp<^ 
tentiaries  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Malmesbury,  - 
IB  which  it  was  statted',  "  that  the  FreAcb  govern^ 
ment,  unable  to  detach  itself  from  the  engage- 
ments which  ft  has  contracted  with  its  aUtes^ 
Spain  and  the  Batavian  republic,  establishes,  as 
an  indispensable  preliminary  of  the  negociation 
f6f  tbe^  p^ace  wiui^  England,  the  consent  of  his 
'Britannic  Majesty  to  Ae  restitution  of  ail  the 
possessions  wfiich  he  QCc^IMe8,  not  only  from  the 
French  repumic,  t>^t  ^lirtlier  akid  /brma\ly  of  those 
hi  Spai\^  &nVl  the  Batiivid%  l^ubiic.''  Our 
kibinf^ter  r^fied,  ''ti^i  tb^  reqtrfMtloit  6(  these 
t€fAmS  was  HA.  ^sH  to  deUdre  thd  intention  of 
France  to  put  an  abrupt  terminatioA  to  the  treaty, 
as  it  proposed  ee^ions  oaone  sidcj^  without  any 
Compensation  on  .  the.  other  :  if  this  were  the 
VesouitiOh  of  the  dii'ectdry/tli^'iie^ciation  was  at 
an  end ;  ahd  it  otiy  Y^ffil^hed  fur  Gt^  Britam 
to  pertevere  in  mUntaifeiBff^  *wHh  all  energy, 
and  spirit  proportion^  to  l^e  exigenoy,  a  war 
that  could  not  be  ended  but  by  yielding  to  terms 
at  once  disgraceful  and  upjust/' ,  . 

¥iie  French  plenipotentiaries,  filling  the 
justice  of  t^ene  ob^ervaVions^  expressed  a  wiuing- 
lAess  to  apply  to  their  constituent^  ttie  directory^ 
for  fresh  instructions ;  but  though  this  e^iirance 
was  given  on  the  23d  of  July,  yet,  at  a  conference 
held  between  the  plenipotentiaries  on  ihe  38A 
of  August,  it  was  admitted  ^at  no  specific  in- 
structions had  arrived  :  but  it  liras  at  the  same 
time  announced,  that  the  delay  of  eommuaiea- 
tion  arose  from  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  Bata* 
vian  republic,  at  the  suggestion  of  thdr  settle- 
ments being  retained  by  Great  Britain,  it  was 
however  pretty  notorious  to  all  Europe,  that  the 
members  of  the  directory  were  at  this  period 
tottering  in  their  seats,  and  that  during  the  delay 
of  the  negociation,  their  attentions  were  confinea 
to  their  own  preservation.  For  another  fortnight 
the  procrastinations  continued,  and  during  this 
crisis,  another  revolution  took  place  in  France^ 
which  expelled  two  of  the  most  able  of  its  mem- 
bers, Barthelemi  and  Carnot,  from  the  ofiice  of 
directors,  and  the  particulars  of  which  have  been: 
already  namted**  The  events  of  the  18th 
Fructidor  led  to  tlie  recall  of  the  French  am- 
bassadors at  that  time  let  Lisle,  and  to  the 
appointment  of  citizens  Treilhard  and  Bonnier 
d  Alco,  as  their  successors.  This  change  of 
negociators  was  not  more  unpleasant  to  the  feel- 
ings of  Lord  if  almesbury,  than  it  was  inauspi- 
cious to  the  progress  of  the  nesociations.  Im* 
mediately  aner  their  first  interview,  on  the  I9tk 
of  September,  Lord  Malmesbury  was  required 
te  inform  them,  whether,  as  a  preliminary  to 
negociations,  he  was  empowered  to  concede  on 
the  part  of  his  government,  thut  England  should 
surrender  **  aD  the  possessions  ^be  bad  gained 
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ttom  Prance  and  her  allies,  since  the  beginning 
of  the  war:"  and  his  lordship  was  further  re- 
quired torelutii  an  explicit  answer  to  this  question 
ill   the  course  of  the  same  day.     On  the  Idth, 
his   lordship    addressed   a   note  to  the  French 
plenipotentiaries,    in   which  he  intimated,   that 
**  he  neither  could  nOr  ought  to  treat  upon  any 
other  principle    than  that  of  compensatton-^a 
principle  which  bad  been  formally  rerogniied 
as  the  basis  of  a  treaty  eqtaliy  just,  honourable, 
and  adi^antageous,  to  the  two  powers.'^     On 
the  same  day,  the  French  ministers  apprised  his 
lordship  of  "  a  decree  of  the  execnliye  directory,*' 
purporting,    ^<  that  in   case  Lord  Malmesbury 
shotild  declare  himself  not  to  have  the  necessary 
powers   for  agreeing    to    all    the    restitotion 
i^rhicb  the  laws  and  the  treaties  which  bind  the 
French   republic  make  indispensable,  he  shall 
return  in  four  and  twenty  hours  to  his  ooort, 
to  ask  for  suiBcient  powers.**    The  obTions  an- 
swer to  this  imperious  mandate  was  returned  by 
Lord  Mahnesbury,  at  eight  o*clock  in  the  even- 
mg  of  the  same  day,  in  a  note,  demanding  tiie 
necessary  passpoi*ts  for  himself  and  his  suite^ 
to  return  to  England  within  the  time  preserved 
by  the  executite  directory.     Previous  to  his  de« 
parture,  however,  another  meeting  took  place 
between  the  plenipotentiaries,  in  which  his  tord- 
ahip,  without  compromising  his  dignity  as  the 
representative  of   a  great  nation,  urged  every 
consideration   that    might    induce   the  French 
niinisters  to  recall  their  late  unwarrantable  pro-> 
posals,  but  without  eflbot  ;  his  lordship  there- 
fbre  took  his  departure  from  lisle  on  the  morn^ 
iug  of  the  18th  of  September. 

Whether  the  rupture  of  the  first  n^oetation 
with  the  French  republic,  turning  as  it  did  upon 
the  retention  of  Belgium,  was  imputable  to  Great 
Britain  or  to  France,  is  a  subject  which  admits 
of  considerable  doubt ;  but  the  impartial  histo- 
rian may  safely  pronounce,  that  the  hostile  con- 
clusion of  the  second  treatv  is  to  be  attributed  to 
that  spirit  of  inveterate  animosity  and  desperate 
ambition  which    at    this    moment  so  unhappily 

nailed  in  the  councils  of  the  latter  country, 
as  been  i»aid,  indeed,  that  the  directory,  in 
instructing  tbeir  ministers  to  make  the  inquiry, 
whether  his  lordship  was%mpowered  to  concede 
as  a  preliminary  to  negociation,  that  England 
should  surrender  all  the  possessions  she  had 
gained  from  France  and  her  allies,  did  not  intend 
to  insist  upon  those  conditions  as  a  sine  qui  non. 
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but  merely  to  ascertain  whether  such  a  power  BOOK  II. 
was  vested  in  the  British  ambassador.     But  if  ■ 

it  were  not  intended  that  Great  Britain  should  Cuap.  VL 
submit  to  these  sacrifices,  and  that  too  without 
any  equivalent,  why  put  the  success  of  the  nego« 
ciatiOns  to  hazard  ny  proposing  such  a  question  ? 
and  why  bring  upon  France  the  universal  odium 
that  such  an  inquiry,  so  pertinaciously  repeated, 
could  not  fail  to  produce  ? 

On  the  2d  of  November,  parliament  re- 
assembled, and  his  majesty  expressed  his  firm 
conviction,  *^  that  the  papers  laid  before  the  two 
hous^,  would  prove  to  them,  and  to  the  world, 
that  in  the  late  n^ociations  at  Lisle  every  step 
had  been  taken  on  his  part  which  could  tend  to 
accderatethe  conclusion  of  peace;  and  that  he 
stiU  retained  an  ardent  desire  for  the  attainment 
of  that  blessing." 

When  the  king*s  speech  came  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  commons,  the  house 
presented  a  singular  and  unplQasing  appearance  i 
the  benches  on  the  left  of  tble  speaker's  chair 
no  longer  exhibited  their  usual  occupants ;  and 
if  ministers,  by  the  secession  of  the  opposition 
members  from  parliament,  were  no  longer  im- 
peded in  their  course  by  the  objections  of  their 
parfiasaentary  opponents,  the  interests  of  the 
country  ceased  for  the  time  to  be  advanced 
by  that  vigilant  attention,  which  political  rival- 
ship,  and  a  jealous  watchfulness  exerted  over 
Hven  ia  power,  seldom  fail  in  some  degree  to 
secvre.  Findine  their  counsels  r^ected,  tbeir 
mottrea  traduced,  and  their  opposition  unavail^ 
ing,  the  adversaries  of  ministers^  with  some  few 
exceptions,  determined  to  withdraw  for  a  time 
fren  thtir  places  in  paritaoftenit,  and  t»  leave  the 
members  of  administration  to  pursue  their  fa- 
vourite system  of  policy  witfiout  cootrouL  Under 
these  circumstances,  ^e  address  om  the  king's- 
speech  was  voted  in  both  houses  without  a  divi- 
sion, but  not  altogether  without  obHervatibn,  . 
principally  arising  out  of  the  late  negociations. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  the  papers  relat- 
ing to  this  subject  were  taken  inta  consideration  ^ 
by  the  commons,  and  an  address  passed  both 
houses  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote,  highly  ap- 
phiudin^  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  govern-^ 
ment  in  tlie  late  negociation,  and  expressing 
a 'firm  determination  to  support  his  majesty  to  the 
ntmoat,  and  to  stand  or  fall  with  our  religion^ 
laws,  and  Mbetties.* 


•JOINT  JOHDRBBS, 
fH$mUd  ly  hftk  Hwm  of  PmrHmneni  to  ku  Mt^'eOy,  Natt,  16,  1797w 
**  We,  jour  majesty's  nost  dutiful  anil  loyal  suljects,  the  lords  spiritaal  and  temporal,  in  parliament  awiambM,  bave> 
takea  into  oar  most  serious  oaosidflratioD  the  papers  which  your  majesty  haabeen  pleased  to  direct  to  be  lud  before  ua^ 
en  the  saigeet  of  the  nefrocialioo  into  which  your  naieaty  had  entered,  with  the  ?iew  of  restoring  to  your  people  a  secure 
and  bonouraUe  peace. — In  eyery  stage  of  that  transaction  we  have  recognised  yoar  majesty's  invariable  and  unremitted 
nlicitade  for  our  prosperity  and  wdfare,  white  we  have  sesn,  on  the  other  hand,  the  most  abundant  proofs  of  the  oonti*^ 
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BOOK  [I.  The  nation  Hi  large  imbibed  the  sentiment, 

that  the  coneessionsoffered  by  England  to  France 

Chap.  VI.  ^t  l4isile,  ^ere  as  great  as  it  was  proper  to  make, 

^"^2^^  and  that  the  claims  of  France  were  highly  unrea- 

^'97      sonable  and  unjust,     ^nder  these  impressions, 

a  great  majority  of  the  people  eyinced  an  extra- 

'  ordinary  and  sudden  renewal  of  ardour  in  the 

prosecution  of  the  war,  and  the  recent  victory  of 

Lord  Duncan,  added  to  the  secession  of  tlie 

opposition  from  parliament,  which  by  -many  was 

considered  as  a  dereliction  of  public  duty,  gn.Ye 

to  the  ministers  a  higher  decree  of  popularity 

than  it  hard  -been  their  good  fortune  for  a  long 

time  previously  to  enjoy. 

EatlyHn  the  present  session,  a  bill  was  intro- 
duced into  parliament, *nnd  speedily  passed  into  a 
iaw,  for  continuing -the -existing  restrictions  on 
cash  payments  by  the  Bank  of  England;  and  on 
the  22d  of  November,  TMr.  Pitt  brought  forward 
his  annual  statement,  relating  to  the  public' 
finances.  According  to  the  minister's  ^estimates, 
the  whole  expense  of  the  year  ^amounted  «to 
twenty-five  millions  and  a  half;  and  forHhe  pur- 
pose of  furnishing  a  supply  equal  to  this  immense 
demand,  he  declared  it  to  be  his  intention  to  haTe 
recourse  to  a  perfectly  new  and  "  solid  system  of 
finance.'*  Or  this  sum,  six  millions  and  a  half 
would  arise  from  the  unappropriated  produce  of 
«  the  sinking  fund,  exchequer  nills,  and  unmort- 

gaged taxes.  Of  the  nineteen  millions  then 
remaining  to  be  provided  for,  he  proposed  to 
raise  seven  within  the  year,  by  a  new  impost, 
-under  the  designation  of  a  triple  assessment, 
which  would  be  regulated  by  the  existing  assess- 


ments— ^limited  liowever  to  the  tenth  of  each  per-* 
son's  income*— and  from  the  application  of  this 
principle  of  taxation  arose,  at  subsequent  periods^ 
the  income  and  properly  taxes.  Of  the  remain- 
ing twelve  millions,  four  might  be  borrowed  with- 
out creating  an  additional  debt ;  the  produce  of 
tiie  sinking  fund,  old  and  new,  appropriated  to 
the  purpose  of  liquidating  the  national  debt, 
being  eqyal  to  that  amount :  the  remaining  eight 
millions  he  proposed  4o  pay  by  continuing  the 
triple  assessment  till  the  principal  and  interest 
were  discharged,  vribich  would  be  the  operation 
of  little  more  than  another  year.  This  plan,  be 
said,  would  extremely  damp  the  hopes  of  the 
enemy,  and  shew  to  him,  and  to  all  Europe,  that 
our  national  resources  rose  in  proportion  to  the 
exigencies  of  our  situation. 

On  the  oecasion  of  these  fresh  burdens  being 
laid  upon  the  people,  Mr.  Fox,  at  the  request  of 
his  constituents,  since  mere  appeared  in  parlia- 
ment, and  made  the  severest  animadversions  on 
the  new  scheme  of  finance.  Such  a  plan,  he  con- 
tended, came  with  an  extremely  bad  grace  from 
those  who  had  contributed  so  much  already  to  the 
burdens  to  be  imposed  on  posterity.  ^^  Why," 
said  Mr.  Fox,  ^^was  not  this  plan  of  taxation 
produced  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  ? — Because 
it  wastiecessary  to  delude  this  house,  and  because 
it  would  not  haiee  served  the  minister's  purpose^ 
to  have  shevm  the  people  into  what  an  abvss  he 
meant  to  lead  them.''  After  «  number  of  very 
animated  debates,  the  triple  assessment  bill  passed 
the  house  of  commons,  on  the  4th  of  January, 
when  the  opposition  divided,  one  hundred  and 


naance  of  that  spirit  of  invetente  animotityand  desperate  ambitioD,  on  the  part  of  ourenamies,  in  which  the  prrtent 
tM>nte8t  first  origrinated.  Your  majesty's  conduct,  chanu^terized  by  an  unexamined  moderation,  openness,  and  consts- 
teney,  has  left  to  the  enemy  no  means  ofemsion,  no  subterfuge  of  disguise  or  artifice.  It  can  no  longer  be  denied,  that 
4heir  conduct  is  actuated  by  a  fixed  determination  of  excluding  jdl  means  of  peace,  and  of  pursuing,  at  all  hazards,  their 
hostile  designs  against  the  happiness  and  safe^  of  these  kingdoms ;  even  the  vain  pretence  of  pacific  dispositions  is  now 
abandoned,  and  die  real  purpose  of  all  their  councils,  >nd  of  all  their  measures,  at  length  openly  and  publicly  avowed. 
It  is  to  our  laws  and  goTemment  that  they  have  declared  their  irreconcilable  hatred.  No  sacrifice  will  content  them  but 
that  of  our  liber^.:  no  concession  Init  that  of  our  envied  and  happy  constitution. 

"  Under  such  circumstances,  we  feel  .the  duty  which  we  owe  in  this  great  crisiB  to  CM  and  to  our  country.  Animatrd 
by  the  same  sendments  which  yoar  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  declareto  your  people,  and  to  the  world«^attached  to 
your  majesty  by  principles  of  duty  and  gratitude,  and  sensible  that  it  i»onIy  from  courage  and  firmness  that  we  can 
look  for  present  safety,  or  permanent  peace,  we  are -'determined  to  defend,  with -unahaken  resolution,  your  miyesty's 
throne,  the  lives  and  property  of  our  fellow* subjects,  the  goTurament  and  constitutioa  of  our  country,  and  the  honour 
and  independency  of  the  British  empire.  Wi  know  that  great  exertions  are  necessary ;  we  are  prepared  to  make  them ; 
and,  placing  our  firm  reliance  on  that  divine  protection  which  has  always  hitherto  been  extended  to  nSi  we  will  support 
^your  majesty  to  the  utmost,  and  stand  with  oat  religion,  laws,  and  liberties.'* 


ANSWER. 

"  My  Lords  and  Crentiemen, 
Y  Nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory  to  me  than  this  unanimous  deelaration  of  the  sentiments  of  my  two  houses  of 
parliament  They  are  such  ttt  the  ^conduct  and  declared  intention  of  the  enemy  could  not  fail  to  produce.  We  are 
engaged  in  a  cause  which  in  eomnaon  to  'US  all,  and  contending  for  every  interest  which  a  free  and  independent  nation  can 
have  to  maintain,  "tinder  the  blessing-  of  Providence,  t  lodiL  with  confidence  to  the  issue  of  this  great  contest :  but  in 
every  event  my  resolution  is  taken.  It  is  suchas  I  owe  to  Goti,  to  my  country,  and  to  myself;  and  it  is  confirmed  by 
the  sentiments  which  you  have  this  day  declared  to  me.  I  will  not  be  wanting  to  my  people,  bat  will  stand  or  fall  wttli 
Ihem,  in  the  defence  of  our  leligioni  -and  in  the  mainteaance  of  the  independencet  lawsi  and  liberties, '  of  thes^ 
4Eingdom8.*' 
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twenty-seYea  ai^aUiBt   two   hundred  and    two. 
Pending  thedHcuAsions  on  i\m  new  scheme  of 
finance,    Lord    Holland,    the   nephew    of  Mr. 
Fox,    made   his   first   appearanee   as  a  public 
speaker  in  the  bouse  of  lords,  and  in  the  course 
of  has  opposition  to  the  measure,  displayed  so 
nauch  ability,    as  to  draw  from  Lord  Grenville 
expressions  of  admiration.     During  the  progress 
of  this  bill   through    parliament,    a  clause  was 
introduced^  on  the  motion  of  the  speaker  of  the 
house  of  commons,  to  adroit  of  voluntary  con- 
tributions towards   the  .  general  defence  of  the 
nountry,  now  menaced  wSfa  invasion  by  a  pow* 
•rfal  and  enraged  enemy ;  and  the  aggregate  of 
the  voluntary   eoatributiiHis    thus  entered  into, 
under  the  sanction  of  parliament,  amounted  to 
one   million    and  a  half,  to  which  the  bank  of 
England    contribnted    two    hundred    thousand 
pounds,    the   king   twenty   thousand,    and  the 
queen  five  thousand,  out  of  their  private  purse. 
The  next  financial  measure  brought  bel'ore 
the  present  session  of  psrliament  by  the  minister, 
WGMintrodnced  on  the  2d  of  April,'  1798.     The 
ostensible  object  of  the  bill  was  the  redemption  of 
the  land-tax,  but  its  effect  was  to  perpetuate  the 
nale  of  that  uneoual  impost.      The  revenue  at 
that  time  derived  from  the  land-tax,  amounted 
to  two  millions  sterling ;  this  Mr.  Pitt  pr<^osed 
to  set  up  at  twenty  years*  purchase,  when  the 
three  per  cent  consols  were  at  fii^y,  subject  to  a 
rise  in  the  price  to  purchasers,  according  to  the 
rise  of  stocks.     Forty  millions  steriing,  the  pre- 
sent amount  of  the  land-tax,  at  twenty  years' 
purchase,  would  amount  to  eighty  millions,  three 
per  cent  stock,  affording  an  interest  of  two  mil* 
lions  four  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and  leavin^^ 
by  this  operation,  a  clear  annual  gain  to  the  public 
revenue  of  four  hundred  thousand  pounds.    The 
person   who  purchased  his  share  of  the  land-tax 
would  obtain  a  landed  security  of  his  property, 
emd  that  at  a  rate  so  favpurable  as  to  render  it  a 
very  desirable  object.     But,  what  was  of  much 
snore  consequence  to  the  interests  of  the  state, 
eighty  millions  of  capital  would  be  taken  out  of 
the  market.    As  to  the  terms  that  would  be  given, 
they  should,  Mr.  Pitt  observed,  be  such  as  would 
induce  every  f)erson  who  was  able  to  become  a 
purchaser.      The   proprietor   was  of  course  to 
have  the  riG^ht  of  pre-emption  ;  and  to  simplify 
the  operation,  the  purchase  was  to  be  mada  in 
•took,  not  in  money.     The  bill  further  provided, 
that  if  the  owner  of  the  land  should  not  be  able 
to  make  the  purchase  within  a  time  to  be  limited, 
his  situation,  or  that  of  his  heirs,  should  not  be 
entirely  hopeless,    but  a  further  period  should 
be  allowed  to  take  advantage  of  the  purchase. 
In  the  absence  of  the  leading  members  of  opposi- 
tion,  this  bill  passed  into  a  law,  without  encoun- 
tering any  considei<able  difficulties  ;  but  from  the 
•sadical  defects  of  thepbn^  not  more  than  aho^t 
(No.  16.) 
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one  fourth  part  of  the  land-tax  wa39  within  the  900K  !!• 
space  of  the  three  succeeding  years,  brought  up,  ■■ 

and  the  advantage  to  the  public,,  in   pcnnt  of  p'^-J^^^ 
revenue,  did  not  within  that  period  exceed  fifty  "^        ~ 
thousand  a  year. 

At  the  same  time  that  Are  land»tax  at  iSnir 
shillings  in  the  pound  was  made  perpetual,  eer^ 
tain  duties  to  the  amount  of  that  tax  on  sugar  and 
tobacco  were  rendered  annual ;-  in  order  that  the 
eontronl  which  parliament  previously  possessed 
over  the  public  purse  might  suffer  no  diminutii^n. 
Though  a  message  had,  early  in  the  session^ 
been  sent  to  the  two  houses  of  parliament,  appris* 
ing  the  members  of  the  preparations  making  by 
the  enemy  for  the  invasion  of  these  kingdoms,  and 
soliciting  the  early  attention  of  parliament  to  the 
subject,  some  time  elapsed  b^ore  any  rc«flar 
plan  could  be  matured  for  the  nationai  defence. 
At  length,  however,  Mr«  Duodas  moved  for  the  * 
introduction  of  a  bill  to  enable  his  migesty  to  call 
out  a  proportion  of  thesupplementary  militia ;  and^ 
after  an  interval  of  some  weeks,  a  second  bill  was 
introduced,  for  the  encouragement  of  voluntary 
associations  in  defence  of  the  country.     This  call 
was  promptly   obeyed ;    and  no  period  in  the 
history  of  Great  Britain  was  ever  distinguished 
by    more  striking    manifestations    of    patriotio 
feeling  and  military  ardour*    A  third  bill  was 
brought  into  the  house  by  Mr.  Dundas,  for  the 
revival  of  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
act,  whicili,when  a  rebellion  was  impending  in  one 
kingdom,  and  when  another  was  held  in  daily 
expectation  of  an  invasion,  could  not  with  pro« 
priety  experience  any  opposition.      During  the 
discussions  on  this  subject,   Mr.  Pitt  declared, 
that  at    no  former   period  of  the  war  were  the 
preparations  of  the  «nemy  for  a  descent  upon 
this   country  so  ripe,  so  extensive,  or  so  truly 
alarming,  as  at  the  present  moment. 

Under  a  persuasion  that  the  dangers  of  the 
nountry  were  continually  increasing,  from  the  vast 
preparations  accumulating  on  the  coast  of  France, 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  on  Friday,  the 
.25th  of  May,  moved  for  a  bill  for  more  effec« 
tually  manning  the  navy ;  and  as  his  chief  object 
was  the  temporary  susnension  of  the  protections 
of  seamen,  he  expressed  an  earnest  wish^  that  the 
bill  should  pass  that  day  through  its  different, 
stages,  with  a  suitable  pause  at  each  if  required  ; 
and  that  it  should  be  sent- to  the  lords  for  their 
concurrence.  Mr.  Tierney  stfid,  the  very  extra- 
ordinary manner  in  whidi  the  honse  was  called 
upon  to  adopt  this  measure  could  not  fail  to 
citete  great  and  unnecessary  alarm ;  and  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  persisted  in  hurrying  the 
bill  through  its  respective  stages  in  the  manner 
proposed^  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  give  it  his 
decided  negative.  Indeed,  from  all  he  had  lately 
seen,  he  must  view  the  measures  of  ministers  as  ^ 
hostile  to  the  liberiy  of  the  snlijlectr 
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BOOK  n.  Mr.  Pitt,  rising^  with  consideraUe  warmdi, 

said — <<  If  every  measure  adopted  against  the  de*- 
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CffAP.  VI.  signs  of  France  is  to  be  considered  as  hostile  to 
the  liberties  of  this  coantry,  my  idea  of  liberty 
diflTers  widely  from  that  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. If  the  measure  be  necessary,  and  as  a  notice 
of  such  an  intention  will  enable  tfiose  on  whom  k 
is  meant  to  operate  to  ehide  its  eflfects,  how  can 
the  honourable   gentleman^s  opposition  to  it  be 
accounted  for,  but  from  a  desire  to  obstruct  the 
defence  of  the  country'?*\  ....  Mr.  Tieraey  now 
rose,  and  called  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
to  order ;  on  which  Mr*  Addington,  the  speaker, 
with  that    dignified  impartiality  which  charac- 
terized every  part  of  bis  pariiamentary  conduct, 
observed,  that  whatever  bad  a  tendency  to  throw 
sustpicion  on  the  sentiments  of  a  member,  if  con« 
Teyed  in  a  language  that  cleady  marked  that  in- 
tention, was  certainly  irregular ;  of  this  the  bouse 
would  judge;   but  they  would  wait  to  hear  the 
right  honourable  gentleman^s  explanation. 

Mr.  Pitt,  rising  with  that  lofty  port  which  lie 
was  so  capable,  of  assuming,  said : — ^^  If  the 
bouse  wait  for  my  explanation,  I  fear  it  will  wait 
a  long  time.  .  I  know  very  well  that  it  is  not 
parliamentary  to  state  the  motives  that  actuate 
the  opinions  of  the  members  of  this  house;  but 
it  is  impossible  to  go  into  arguments  in  favour  of 
a  question,  without  sometimes  hinting  at  the  mo- 
tives that  induce  an  opposition  to  the  measures 
propo'sed.  1  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  house 
the  propriety  of  what  I  have  urged,  but  I  will 
not  depart  from  any  thing  I  have  advanced  by 
either  retraction  or  explanation.^' 

This  peremptory  refusal   to  explain,  or  to 
retract  the  obnoxious  expression,  was  considered 
as  at  once  contumacious  towards  parliament,  and 
personally  insulting  to  the  individual;  and  under 
these  circumstances,  the  laws  of  honour,  as  they 
are  falsely  called,  deft  Mr.  Tiemey  no  alternatiye ; 
he  immediately  left  the  house,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing sent  Mr.  Pitt  a  challenge.   On  Sunday  after- 
noon, at  three  o^clock,  the  parties  met  on  Put- 
ney-Heath, Mr.  IPitt  being  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Rvder,  and  Mr.  Tiemey  by  Mr.  Cteorge  Walpole. 
*  After  some  ineffectual  attempts  on  the  part  of  the 
seconds  to  prevent  furtber  proceedings,  the  com- 
batants tooa  their  ground,  at  the  distance  of  twelve 
paces  :    a  case  of  pistols  was  then  fired  at  the 
9ame  moment  by  both,  without  efiect ;  to  which 
another  succeeded,  but  Mr.  Pitt  firing  his  second 
.  pistol  in  the  air,  the  seconds  interfered,  and  the 
matter  was  accommodated. 

It  was  the  misfortune  of  4his  distracted 
period  of  our  history  to  he  agitated  with  violent 
political  discussions,  the  influence  of  which  ex- 
tended themselves  to  the  breast  even  of  royalty 
itself;  and  on  the  10th  of  May,  his  majesty  in 
council  called  for  the  council  -  book,  and  with 
his  own   hand  erased  the  name  of  the  Right 


Honourable  Charles  James  Fox  from  the  list  of 
-privy  counsellors.  So  signal  a  mark  of  the 
royal  displeasure  had  seldom  been  exhibited  in 
this  country,  and  this  act  of  expulsion  was  con« 
sidered  the  more  .extraordinary,  as  it  was  the 
boast  of  Mr.  Fox,  supported  by  indu^bitable  facts, 
that  during  the  vrhole  time  he.  had  held  the 
dignified  office  of  privy  counsellor,  he  had  never 

fiven  a  Tote,  by  which  the  life  of  a  single 
British  subject  had  been  sacrificed,  or  a  single 
guinea  of  the  public  money  unnecessarily  ex« 
pendiM).  It  happened  however,  at  a  more  ad- 
vanced period  of  his  m^esty's  reign,  and  it  is 
mentioned  to  the  honour  of  both  the  sovereign 
and  the  subject,  that  not  only  was  the  name  of 
this  distinguished  statesman  again  inscribed  in 
the  council-books,  but  he  was  also  elevated,  by 
the  signature  of  the  same  hand  that  made  the 
erasure,  to  one  of  the  first  offices  in  the  state, 
which  station  he  held  till  death  put  a  period  to 
bis  public  services,  and  placed  him  by  the  side 
of  his  great  ^oliticiU  rival. 

In  the  year  1708,  as  in  the  year  that  pre- 
ceded Hy  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  found 
himself  obliged  to  lay  before  the  house  a  second 
estimate  of  supplies  ;  when  he  took  occasion  to 
state,  that  the  loan  must    be  fifteen  instead  of 
twelve  millions ;  and  that  the  triple  assessment^ 
which  was  calculated  at  seven  millions,  would, 
it  was  apprehended,  from  the  numerous  modi- 
fications and    abatements,    be  reduced  to  four 
millions  and  a  half.    The  interest  of  the  increased 
loan  and  deficiencies  he  estimated  at  seven  bun* 
dred  and  «ixty-three  thousand  pounds,    which 
he  pM>posed  to  provide  for  by  additional  duties 
on  salt,  tea,  dogs,  horses,  and  carriages,  and  by 
a  tax  on  armorial  bearings.     The  various  duties 
on  houses  and  windows  were,  at  the  same  time, 
consolidated  into  one  table,  graduating  accord- 
ing to  a  regular  scale,  and  diminished  in  some 
instances  where  the  rise  was  disproportioned  to 
4he  value  of  the  houses. 

In  the  course  of  this  session,  Mr.  Wilberforce 
again  renewed  his  annual  motion  for  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade,  and  the  result  proved  that 
the  cause  of  truth  and  humanity  was  making 
.gradual  advances   towards  that   consummation, 
which  was  in  the  end  to  crown  the  labours  of  the 
friends  of  the  abolition.      On  this  subject,  Mr. 
Fox  did  not  despair  of  rendering  some  service  to 
his    country,    and,    impelled  by  that  powerful 
feeling  of  humanity  which  so  strongly  marked 
his  political  life,  he  again  presented  himself  in 
the  house  of  commons.    After  an  animated  de- 
bate, in  which  both  Mr.  Pitt  and  he  spoke  with 
their  accustomed  energy  in  favour  of  the  aboli- 
tion, the  house  divided,  when  it  appeared,  that 
in  a  house   of  one  hundred  and  seventy-four 
members,  the  majority  in  favour  of  the  continu- 
ance of  the  trade  amounted  only  to  four  voices  1 
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lu  the  course  of  the  present  session^  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  after  a  very  animated  speech, 
moved  an  address  to  the  throne  for  the  removal 
of  ministers,  which,  after  a  long  and  vehement 
debate,  was  negatived  by  a  m^ority  of  one 
hundred  voices. 

The  distracted  situation  of  the  sister  king- 
dom could  not  fail  to  produce  great  disquietude 
and  apprehension  in  the  British  parliament ;  and 
in  an  early  period  of  the  session,  Earl  Moira, 
a  nobleman  of  great  property,  influence,  and 
popularity,  in  that  island,  and  a  member  of  both 
legislatures,  called  the  attention  of  the  lords  to 
that  country,  and  "  in  treated  the  house  to  take 
into  consideration  the  tendency  of  the  oppres- 
sive and  cruel  system  now  practised  with  the 
authority  *  of  government,  which,  instead  of  re- 
moving disoontents,  had  increased  the  numbers 
of  tbe^diseontented,  and  would,  he  feared,  if  the 
system  was  not  changed,  ultimately  separate 
Ireland  from  this  country  for  ever.'*  His  lord* 
ship,  in  conclusion,  moved  an  address  to  the 
king,  praying  that  the  situation  of  Ireland  might 
be  taken  into  immediate  consideration.  This 
motion  was  opposed  both  by  Lord  Grenville 
and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  on  the  ground  tiiat  the 
house  vras  not  in  possession  of  any  authentic 
information  on  the  subject  now  under  ^iscussion ; 
and  that,  supposing  the  evils  complained  of 
really  to  exist,  the  power  to  redness  them  was 
not  vested  in  the  British,  but  in  the  Irish  parlia- 
ment* This  reasoning  was  deemed  conclusive, 
and  the  question  of  adjommment  was  put  and 
carried* 

On  the  Idth  of  Mardi,  Earl  Moira,  feeling 
himself  in  a  situation  to  obviate  the  objection 
arising  out  of  a  want  of  authentic  information, 
Again  brought  the  general  state  of  the  ai&irs  of 
Ireland  lender  consideration,  and  stated,  that  he 
had  the  affidavits  of  a  hundred  persons  in  his 
possession,  to  prove  that  torture  had  been  an- 
ployed,  in  that  unhappy  oonntrv,  in  extorting 
confessions  from'  individuals  against  themselves, 
and  against  their  neighbours ;  and  that  horrible 
devastation  had  been  made  on  the  houses  and 
property  of  persons  accused  of  disaffection. 
The  Marquis  of  Downshire  replied,  that  seal 
had  carried  the  noble  lord  too  far  in  his  repre- 
sentations against  the  executive  government. 
He  was  ready  to  admit  that  some  of  the  army, 
perhaps  the  undisciplined  troops,  might  have 
committed  excesses,  but  he  would  contend  that 
it  was  not  in  consequence  of  any  orders  they 
had  received  either  from  their  officers  or  from 
government.  With  respect  to  coercion,  he  saw 
tiie  necessity  of  it,  nor  would  he  disguise,  nor 
was  he  ashamed  to  acknowledge,  that  he  was 
one  of  the  first  to  recommend  the  executive 
government  to  issue  the  proclamation  for  put- 
ting the  county  of  Down  under  martial  law. 


Earl  Moira  rose  to  reply,  but  he  was  called  to  BOOK  II. 

order  by  the  Earl  of  Caernarvon,  and  his  lord-  1 

ship  reluctantly  suffered  the  conversation  to  drop.  Chap.   VI. 
after  observing  that  the  documents  he  had  refer-  '^-^-v-^w^ 
red  to  did  not  relate  to  any  casual  excesses  of  the      ^'^^^ 
troops. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  Ireland  being  now  a 
scene  of  carnage  and  horror,  the  Duke  of 
Xeinster,  an  Irish  nobleman  of  the  highest  rank, 
and  a  peer  of  Great  Britain,  after  an  impressive 
speech,  during  the  delivery  of  which  his  feelings 
seemed  deeply  agitated,  moved  an  address, 
humbly  requesting  "  that  his  majesty  would 
deign  to  direct  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before 
that  house  a  full  and  ample  stfttement  of  the 
facts  and  circumstances  which  led  to  the  disas- 
trous affairs  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  measures 
which  had  hitherto  been  pursued  for  the  purpose 
of  averting  such  momentous  evils."  A  long 
and  animated  debate  ensued,  in  which  the  mo- 
tion was  supported  by  the  Dukes  of  Norfolk, 
Bedford,  Devonshire,  and  Leeds  ;  and  by  .Lords 
Suffolk,  Moira,  Fitzwilliam,  Besborough,  and 
Holland ;  but  the  opposition  of  Lortis  Towns- 
hend,  Carlisle,  Grenville,  Spencer,  and  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  prevailed,  and  on  a  division 
there  appeared,  contents  eighteen,  non-contents 
fifty-one. 

On  the  same  day,  Lord  George  Cavendish, 
after  a  short  and  emphatic  speech,  introduced  a 
series  of  resolutions,  recommending  a  system 
of  policy  to  be  adopted  towards  Ireland,  at  once 
firm  and  conciliatory,  and  wherein  **  severity 
should  be  tempered  with  mercy."  These  resolu- 
tions were  seconded  by  Lord  John  Russel ;  but 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Canning,  for  proceeding 
to  the^  order  of  the  day,  all  the  resolutions  were 
negatived  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and 
twelve  to  sixty-six  members.  Mr.  Fox,  in  con? 
formity  with  a  notice  he  had  previously  given  to 
that  meet,  then  rose,  and  moved  the  following 
proposition: — 

**  Resolved— That  this  home,  (understanding  It  to  be 
a  matter  of  notoriety,  that  the  syitem  of  coercion  lias  been 
enforced^  in  Irelwd  with  a  ri|(9ur  shodung  to  haoianity ; 
and  narticularly  that  scourges  and  other  tort«r«s  have  been 
employed  to  extort  confessions),  is  of  opinion,  that  an  im- 
mediate stop  should  be  put  to  practices  so  disgraceful  to  the 
Britisb  name,  and  that  our  hopes  of  restoring  tramjuilKty 
to  Ireland,  must  arise  from  a  change  of  system,  as  fw  as 
relates  to  the  ezecntit e  government,  together  with  a  remo- 
val finom  their  stations  of  those  persons  by  whose  advice  such 
atrocities  have  been  perpetrated,  and  towards  whom  the 
people  of  Ireland  caa  feel  no  sentiments  but  those  of  resent- 
ment and  terror." 

These  discussions  on  the  situation  of  Ire- 
land in  both  houses  of  parliament  took  place 
with  closed  doors,  and  the  same  system  of  se- 
crecy was  pursued  on  the  18th  of  June,  when 
Lord  Grenville  rose  to  present '  a  message  from 
his  majesty,  informing  the  house, — that  the  offi- 
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different  regiments  of  militia  of  this  kinedoro. 

Chap.  VI.  had  made  to  bis  msyesty  a  voluntary  tender  or 
^-^^v^*«*^  their  services,  to  be  employed  in  aid  of  the  regu- 
!I798  lar  and  militia  forces  in  Ireland,  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  rebellion  now  unhappily  existing  in 
that  country;  a  bill  was  accordingly  produced  by 
Lord  6renville,  and  read  a  first  time.  On  Toes- 
day,  the  I9th  of  June,  the  address,  empowering 
Ms  majesty  to  accept  the  offer  of  such  regiments 
as  should  be  willing  to  serve  in  Ireland,  was 
carried  after  an  animated  debate. 

On  the  19ih  of  June,  the  same  subject  was 
introduced  to  the  house  of  commons,  in  virtue  of 
liis  majesty^s  message ;  on  which  Mr.  Secretary 
Dundas  observed,  that  as  he  was  not  aware  of 
any  objection  that  conld  reasonably  be  urged 
against  the  measure,  he  should  content  himself 
with  moving  the  thanks  of  the  house  to  his 
majesty  for  his  most  gracious  communication. 
Mr.  Nichols  said,  if  the  militia  force  of  this  king- 
dom were  sent  to  Ireland,  the  principle  of  the 
militia  bill,  as  originally  established,  would  be 
completely  abandoned.  The  house  moreover, 
lie  added,  ought  to  be  fully  acquainted  with 
the  merits  of  tne  question,  before  they  proceeded 
to  give  their  support  to  the  measures  in  con- 
templation, and  tiilly  to  ascertain  the  causes  of 
the  discontent  which  had  driven  that  unfortu- 
nate country  into  the  present  unnatural  con- 
test. Mr.  Liawrence  Palk,  and  Mr.  Pierrepoint^ 
gentlemen  not  usually  found  in  thie  ranks  of 
opposition,  contended  against  the  measure 
as  a  gross  and  flagrant  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution ;  and  Mr.  Banks  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  the  house  considered  the  proposition 
suggested  in  his  majesty^s  message  as  of  the 
utnjost  consequence,  and  such  as  required  fur- 
ther deliberation.  Mr.  Secretary  Windham  said, 
it  had  been  suggested  that  the  house  ought  to  pause 
before  it  agreed  to  the  address ;  but  were  they  to 
pause  while  an  actual  rebellion  existed  in  one 
corner  of  the  empire,  while  the  king's  troops 
and  rebels  were  fighting,  and  not  assist  the 
former  to  bring  ihe  latter  to  a  sense  of  duty? 
The  objection  that  the  English  militia  had  been 
raised  merely  for  the  protection  of  England, 
aad  never  to  be  sent  out  of  it,  did  not  appear 
te  him  stronger  than  might  be  urged  ia  the  cas« 


of  fencible  corps,  who  had  been  raised  on  simT- 
lar  terms.  Mr.  Tierney  declared,  that  when  the 
minister  had  such  a  proposition  to  make  as  the 
present  he  ought  to  come  down  to  the  house 
clothed  in^  sackcloth  and  ashes.  There  was  no 
official  communication  to  that  honse,  even  of  the 
existence  of  a  rebellion  in  Ireland,  but  in  the 
inessage,  calling  upon  them  to  take  this  maeon*- 
stitutional  step,  in  order  to  suppress  it.  The 
militia  was  a  part  of  the  constitution  :  where  was 
a  substitute  to  be  found  for  this  body  ?  The  tenour 
of  the  oath  was  *  to  serve  faithnsily  in  Great 
Britain.'  Mr.  Wilberforce  said,  he  was  cott* 
vinced  that  the  measure  was  in  itself  objectiona* 
ble,  yet  he  must  give  it  his  decided  support,  on 
acconnt  of  necessity.  On  a  division  of  the  house, 
there  appeared  for  the  address,  one  hundred  and 
eighteen,  against  it,  forty-seven  voices ;  and 
biUs,  founded  upon  the  message,  were  aftervrards 
passed  through  the  respective  stages,  and  re* 
ceived  the  sanction  of  the  sovereign,  previously 
to  the  prorogation  of  parliament,  which  took  pIsM 
bn  the  80th  of  June. 

The  kingdom  being  €hus  deprived' of -about 
twelve  thousand  of  its  eonstitntional  defMider% 
though  still  under  the  impending  and  imminent 
apprehension  of  an  invasion,  a  spirit  0(  military 
Itrdour  seevied  at  onee  to  seize  and  pervade  the 
whole  kingdom ;  and  all  ranks  and  orders  of  inen^ 
Whether  friendly  or  adverse  to  the  measures  of  the 
existing  adnlini Oration,  eagerly  fortned  them* 
selves  into  volunteer  corps,  commanded  by  offi- 
cers of  their  own  choice,  acting  under  .temporary 
commissions  from  the  king;  till  England  pre- 
sented to  her  fierce  and  formidable  foe,  the  glo- 
rous  picture  of  an  armed  people,  inspired  with 
the  magnanimous  resolution  of  sacrificing  their 
lives  ia  defence  of  tiieir  country.  From  this 
imposing  spectacle,  Franoe,  which  had  hitherto 
cherished  the  delusive  hope,  that  she  bad  nume*' 
rous  partisans  and  adherents  in  Great  Britain, 
shrunk  badk  astonished  and  appalkd.  But  while 
one  part  of  the  British  dominions  was  rendered 
invulnerable,  by  the  martial  spirit  and  patriotji^ 
ardour  of  Ihe  people,  another  part  of  the  empire 
was  at  the  same  tame  exposed  to  tlie  most  immi- 
nent hazard,  by  that  gpreatest  of  all  political - 
evils — miscalled  ci?  il  war. 
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Imim  RflBELuaK :  The  preJ^mmBg  Cmses—Disafedioh  arising  from  exchsm  Privil^esy  ant 
defective  Parliamentary  Kepresetdation — Frerich  Connection — The  Arrival  of  Mr.  Jackson^  a 
Frwch  Emissary — His  Conduct  and  Fate — Progress  of  the  Spirit  of  Disaffection — Trial  (f 
Arthur  (y  Connor  and  his  Associates  at  Maidstone — Copviction  and  Execution  of  Quigley — 
Arrest  of  the  Irish  Directory— ^Arrest  and  Death  of  Lard  Edward  Fitzgerald^Arrest  of* 
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the  Peep^ofDay  Boys— Constitution  and  Organization  of  the  Society  of  United  Irishmen-^ 
Institution  of  Orange  hodge^-^Excesses  of  contending  Factions, 
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AT  a  period  when  France  had  pot  an  end 
to  the  Veiid^an  war,  Britain  unfortunately  beheld 
an  insurrection  in  the  bowels  of  her  empire ; 
and  as  the  former  contest  had  been  fomented 
and  prolonged  by  the  policy  of  the  neighbour- 
Hig  powers^  so  the  present  appears  to  haTe 
assnmed  a  formidable  shape,  ana  even  in  part 
to  have  originated,  in  eou8e€|uence  of  the  en- 
couragement held  out  to  the  disaffected  by  a 
hostile  state. 

In  entering  upon  a  history  of  the  Irish 
rebellion  of  1708,  it  may  be  proper  to  premise, 
that  from  the  first  acquisition  of  Ireland,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  II.  the  bulk  of  the  people 
have  never  been'  cordially  reconciled  to  the 
English  government,  and  perhaps  it  may  with 
equal  troth  be  added,  that  the  English  ffovern- 
ment  have  never,  at  any  period  of  their  history, 
taken  the  necessary  steps  to  produce  a  cordial 
reconciliation.  In  consequence  of  the  immense 
confiscations  which  succeeded  the  rebellions  in 
Ireland,  during  the  reigns  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
Charles  I.  and  William  III.  almost  the  whole 
landed  property  of  the  kingdom  was  transferred 
to  English  settlers  and  their  descendants,  who 
formed  in  effect  a  distinct  colony  in  Ik^land — a 
nation  within  a  nation,  differing  in  manners. 
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customs,  language,  and  religion,  and  enjoying  BOOK  Ilf 
the  whole  political  power  and  inAuence  of  the  — — «^ 
country  for  a  long  succession  of  ages.  ^  From  Chap.  VII.. 
the  accession  of  the  house  of  Hanover,  however, 
although  the  laws  atgainst  popery,  till  a  recent 
period,  sufiered  no  relaxation,  the  government 
of  the  country  was  administered  in  the  spirit 
of  mildness ;  the  civilization  of  the  inhabitants 
and  the  commercial  advantages  of  the  country 
increased ;  and  the  catholics  participated,  though 
not  equally,  in  the  general  prosperity.  At 
length,  towards  the  close  of  the  American  war,  a 
numerous  body  of  catholic  subjects,  co-operating 
with  their  protestant  fellow-citizens,  evinoed  %. 
zeal  and  patriotism  in  the  cause  of  their  country,, 
that  demanded  an  adequate  return  on  the  part 
of  the  British  government;  and  that  reward* 
Ireland  did  not  fail  to  find,  in  the  grant  of  a> 
free  trade,  and  the  recognition  of  her  political 
independence.* 

It  has  been  frequently  observed,  and  the- 
remark  is  correct  with  certain  limitations,  that 
in  proportion  as  the  government  concedes,  in 
the  same  proportion  ttie  governed  cootinue  to 
demand  concessions.  And  it  is  right  that  the 
.people  should  extend  their  claims  till  all  their 
reasonable  demands  are  satisfied ;  and  it  is  equally- 


*  In  the  year  1779,  when  Englftnil  was  involved  in  a  war  with  France,  Spain,  and  America,  and  when  the  com- 
bined sqaailron  of  those  powers  was  riding  triumphantly  in  the  British  Channel,  holding  forth  threats  of  invasion,  a  mune- 
roas  body  of  men  arose  in  the  sister  kingdom,  under  the  desig^nation  of  '*  I'kt  yolurtleen  of  Ireland,**    These  patriotic - 
bands,  which  were  to  be  fonad  in  every  part  of  the  country,  at  first  aupphed  themselves  with  arms  at  their  own  expense ; 
aad  government,  wishing  to  encourage  the  laudable  spirit  which  at  thst  period  actuated  the  Jrish  nation,  distributed  im^ 
inense  quantiti  r  of  arms  to  such  as  wished  to  share  in  the  honour  of  defending  their  country,  but  were  not  in  a  situation 
to  furnish  themselvefr  with  the  necessary  equipments.    To  the  immortal  honour  of  these  self-embodied  men,  they  ncit 
only  deterred  the  enemy  from  attempting  an  invasion,  but  they  shewed  at  the  same  time  an  exemplai-y  regard  for  the- 
laws,  and  an  ardent  zeal  in  enforcing  their  execution.     But  tb^  military  associations,  excellent  in  themselv^,  and  aii- 
mirably  calculated  to  answer  the  purpose  of  their  original  institution »  soon  exhibited  their  attendant  evils:     when  tbe^ 
•ccasion  that  called  them  into  existence  was  passed,  the  soKlief  became  a  politician  ;    and  an  armed  population,, 
by  their  delegates,  assembled  in  Dublin,  in  the  year  1783,  as  a  national  congress,  the  representative  body  of  one 
hundred  and  three  volunteer  corps,  with  instructions  to  ft»rm  a  plan,  and  draw  up  a  petition  for  parliamentary  rdorm  r 
The  principle  of  volunteering  too,  while  it  was  productive  of  a  social  and  liberal  intercourse,  appears  to  have  diffused  a« 
spirit  of  conviviality  tbrooghont  the  country,  incompatible  with  habitv  of  industry  and  OBconomy,  and  by  which  the 
vepteseDtatives  in  parliament,  and  their  most  zealous  friends  and  adhorents  in  the  country,  fell  into  a  dereliction  ac^  abaa^ 
^oamcot  of  pnblio  duty,  while  at  the  same  time  they,  ntgleoted  their>  pMvaia  interests^ 
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BOOR  II.  proper,  that  those  persous  on  whom  the  direction 
■  of  public  affairs  is  conferred,  should*  make  a  stand 
Chap.  VII.  ^vhen  they  have  granted  all  that  they  consider 
^-^"v^^  fairly  compatible  -with  the  just  pretensions  of  the 
179S      claimants,  and  the  general  interests  of  the.  com- 
munity.   The  difficultr  consists  in  drawing  the 
line  which  ought  at  all  tunes  to  pass  at  an  equal 
distance  from  oppression  imd  licentiousness.    No 
sooner  had  the  noon  of  unrestrained  commerce 
JEUnd  national  independence  been  granted  to  the 

teople  of  Ireland  in  general,  than  the  catholics 
egan  to  urge  their  peeuKar  claims  of  an  equal 
participaiion  in  the  hoiienrs  and  emoluments  of  • 
a  state,  of  which  that  body  constituted  at  least 
two-thirds  of  the  wjiole  number.  The  Irish 
parliament,  however,  viewed  their  applications 
with  the  highest  d^ree  of  jealousy  and  aver- 
sion, from  an  apprehension,  that  if  the  elective 
franchise  were  extended  to  the  catholic  body, 
the  commons*  house  of  parliament  would  soon 
Consist  of  a  large  majority  of  catholic  members. 
In  support  of  these  claims,  combined  with  a 
radical  reform  in  parliament,  a  society  was 
formed  in  Ireland  soon  after  the  breaking  out  of 
the  French  revolution,  under  the  designation 
of  the  ^^  Society  of  United  Irislunen  ;*'  and  as 
it  now  became-  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
British  government,  that  the  spirit  of  discon^ 
tent  in  Ireland  should  not  be  suffered  to  rise  to 
disaffection,  the  memorable  catholic  toleration 
bill  was,  as  has  alreadv  been  related,  intro- 
.  duced  into  the  Irish  parliament  in  the  session  of 
1703,  under  the  sanction  of  government,  and  at 
the  express  recommendation  of  the  sovereign. 
This  bill,  which  in  its  original  shape  was  ample 
in  its  provision,  became  so  much  narrowed  in 
its  principle  and  limited  in  its  operations  by  the 
Irish  legislature,  as  to  afford  neither  satisfaction 
to  the  catholics  of  Ireland,  nor  to  the  govern- 
ment of  England  ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  year 
1794,  Earl  Fitzwilliam  was  in  consequence  ap-r 
pointed  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  with  fall 
powers,  as  he  himself  imagined,  and  as  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Ireland  understood,  to  carry 
the  plan  of  emancipation  into  effect.  His  lord- 
ship, more  distinguished  for  political  integrity 
than  for  skilful  intrigue,  did  not  hesitate  to 
dismiss  from  his  councils  the  adversaries  of 
catholic  emancipation,  and  to  substitute  in  their 
stead  the  ardent  friends  of  those  measures  which 
it  was  the  object  of  his  appointment  to  carry 
into  effect.  The  consequence  of  this  procedure 
was  his  immediate  recall,  and  the  appointment 
of  the  Earl  of  Camden  to  the  vice-regal  office. 
These  events  took  place  in  the  early  part  of 
^  the  year  1795 ;  and  in  the  month  of  March,  1796, 
the  spirit  of  disaffection  had  spread  to  such  an 
alarming  extent  through  the  country,  that  it  was 
found  necessary  to  pass  the  insurrection  act,  em- 
powering the  magistrates  to  proclaim  any  county 


or  district  out  of  the  king^s  peace,  and  to  subject 
the  inhabitants  to  the  operation  of  military  law* 
At  the  same  time,  the  oppressive  monopolies  of 
land,  entails,  and  settlements,  with  the  pajrment 
of  tithes,  which  in  Ireland  are  so  unfortunately 
modified  as  to  fall  with  a  very  unequal  pressure 
upon  tillage,  formed  so  many  distinct  sources  of 
disaffection ;  and  the  agitators  of  revolt  did  not 
fail  to  remind  the  miserable  cottager,  that  the 
establishment  of  a  commonwealth  necessarily  in* 
eluded  the  abolition  of  tithes,  and  would  in  its 
consequences  relieve  him  from  the  grinding  ex- 
actions, which,  in  the  shape  of  douceurs,  were  so 
frequently  practised  by  the  agent  of  bis  landlord. 

It  had  now  become  evident  tiiat  a  dark  and 
dangerous  connection  was  carrying  on  betweeA 
the  heads  of  the  aociety  of  United  Irishmen  and 
the  French  government,  which  a  short  time  ma« 
tured.into  a  treasonable  conspiracy,  and  which 
had  for  its  aim  nothing  less  than  the  subversion  of 
the  government  of  Ireland,  and  the  entire  disso- 
lution of  its  conneotiou  with  the  sister  kingdom. 
So  flagitious  an  act  -of  treason  may  be  palliated^ 
but  it  can  by  no  means  be  justified.  It  is  true,  in- 
deed, that  all  had  not  been  panted  to  the  people 
of  Ireland  which  a  large  body  of  the  nation  had 
seen  proper  to  require;  but  it  can  as  little  be  de* 
nied,  that  the  present  reign  had  been  a  reign  of 
indulgence  and  conces3ion .  Tlie  last  act  of  toler- 
ation, imperfect  as  it  might  be  considered,  re- 
stored the  catholics  of  Ireland  to  many  of  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  their  fellow  subjects, 
and  as  the  current,  upon  the  whole,  ran  in  their 
favour,  there  is  sufficient  ground  to  believe, 
that  had  they  conducted  themselves  with  temper 
and  moderation,  they  would  ultimately  have  suc- 
ceeded, by  peaceable  and  constitutional  means^ 
in  their  attempts  to  obtain  all  their  political 
and  civil  rights.  It  is  due  however  to  the  catho- 
lics to  observe,  that  the  conspirators  were  by  no 
means  exclusively  of  that  community  ;  and  that 
reform,  and  catholic  emancipation,  were,  by  th^ 
leaders  of  the  mal-contents,  used  rather  to 
entrap  the  unwary,  than  as  the  true  object  of 
those  under  whose  banners  the  great  mass  of 
the  disaffected  were  preparing  to  shed  their 
blood,  and  to  sacrifice  every  enjoyment  personal 
and  domestic.  It  must  be  obvious  too,  that 
Ireland,  had  she  succeeded  in  divesting  her- 
self of  her  dependence  upon  Great  Britain, 
must  soon  have  become  a  province  of  France, 
and  the  example  of  Belgium,  Lombardy,  Ve- 
nice, and  even  Holland,  might  have  served  to 
shew  her  how  much  was  to  be  gained  by 
French  fraternization. 

So  early  as  the  year  1794,  the  French 
government  had  sent  an  agent,  a  clergyman  of 
the  established  church  of  England,  and  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  into  these  kin^oms,  to  acquire 
intelligence^   and  Jackson,  the  agent  of  the 
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republic,  at  ficst  took  up  his  residence  at  the* 
bouse  of  a  British  merchaat,  6f  the  name  of 
Stone,  at  Oldford,  near  London.  Stone,  ^hose 
▼anity  out-ran  his  discretion,  applied  to  Mr. 
Sheridan,  upon  a  plea  of  rendering  some  great 
service  to  his  country,  to  which  the  eloquent 
senator  very  properly  replied,  ^^that  he  would 
neither  receive  any  information,  nor  give  any* 
opinion  on  the  subjects  to  which  Mr.  Stone 
obscurely  alluded ;  and  that  whatever  he  had  to 
disclose  ought  tb  be  addressed  to  the  secretary 
of  state,  Mr.  Dundas,  who  was  the  best  judge 
of  its  importance.''  Jackson,  finding  that  the 
project  of  an  invasion  of  England  was  hopeless, 
repaired  to  Ireland,  from  whence  he  carried  on 
a  correspondence  with  his  friend,  the  English 
merchant;  but  they  were  both  soon  afterwards 
apprehended,  and  tried  on  a  charge  of  high 
treason  ;  when  Stone  was  pronounced  not  guilty ; 
but  Jackson,  less  fortunate,  was  convicted,  and 
at  the  moment  when  sentence  of  death  was 
about  to  be  passed  npon  him,  he  fell  down  sud- 
denly, and  expired  in  the  court.  The  conviction 
of  Jackson  served  as  an  intimation  to  Mr. 
Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  a  barrister-at-law,  and 
the  reputed  founder  of  the  society  of  United 
Irishmen,  to  abscond  to  France,  along  with  Mr. 
Hamilton  Rowan,  and  some  other  distinguished 
members  of  that  dangerous  association. 

In  the  year  1705,  and  soon  after  the  depar- 
ture of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  from  Ireland,  the 
society  of  United  Irishmen  received  an  important 
accession  of  nien  of  talents  and  influence,  among 
whom  are  to  be  enumerated,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Con* 
nor,  late  a  member  of  the  Irish  parliament,  the 
nephew  and  presumptive  heir  of  Lord  Longue* 
ville ;  .Dr.  M'Nevin,  chairman  of  the  catholic 
committee ;  Mr.  Oliver  Bond,  an  opulent  Dub* 
lin  merchant ;  and  Mr.  Emmet,  a  barrister. — 
About  the  close  of  the  year  1705,  a  regular  com* 
munication  was  opened  by  the  leaders  of  the 
society,  with  the  Fjrenqh  directory,  through  the 
medium  of  Mr.  Tone  and  other  Irish  refugees ; 
and  early  in  the  following  year,  a  proposition 
was  received  from  the  French  government,  and 
accepted  by  the  secret  committee  of  the  society 
of  united  Irishmen,  to  send  over  an  army  to 
Ireland  to  assist  in  the  projected  effort  to  subvert 
the  monarchy,  and  to  separate  Ireland  from  her 
British  connection.  The  first  agents  of  the 
insurgents  demanded  ft'om  France  any  number, 
of  troops  not  more  than  ten  nor  less  than  five 
thousand ;  hut  the  French  shewed  a  decided  in* 
elination  to  send  an  army  sufficient  to  conquer 
and  to  retain  possession  of  the  country — iStj  or 
sixty  thousand  at  least.  Three  armaments,  one 
from  Spain,  a  second  from  France,  and  a  third 
from  Holland,  were  destined  to  sail  for  the  coast  of 
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Ireland,  in  the  same  y^r;  but  the  defeat  of  the  BOOK  11. 

Spanish  fleet  by  Eari  St.  Vincent,  and  that  of  the  . 

Batavian  fleet  by  Lord  Duncan,  entirely  discon-  Chap.  VII, 

certed  this  plan  of  invasion.     These  disasters  by 

no  means  discouraged  the  insurgents,  who  had 

their  expeotatiooi  buoyed  up  by  an  assurance,  on 

the  part  of  the  French  directory,  that  such  sue* 

eours    as    circumstances    would    admit  should 

arrive  in  Ireland  from  France  in  the  month  of 

April  or  May,  1 798.    At  the  commencement  of 

this- year,  a  grand  effort  was  resolved  upon  : — In 

the  month  of  February,  a  military  commission 

was  appointed  by  the  executive  council  of  the  in*- 

surgents,  and  nocturnal  assemblies  were  held  in 

various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  the  people 

were  trained  to  the  use  of  arms,  to  be  directed 

in  open  warfare  against  government.     At  the 

same  time,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  one  of  the 

tretended  executive  directory,  (for  the  United 
rish,  following  the  example  of  their  Gallic  allies, 
had  chosen  a  directory)  repaired  to  London  with 
an  intention  of  proceeding  to  France,  in  company 
vrith  one  Binns,  a  very  active  member  of  the 
London  Corresponding  Society,  James  Quigley, 
an  Irish  priest,  and  two  attendants  of  the  names 
pf .  Allen  and  Leary.  Attempts  had  been  recently 
made,  with  some  success,  to  form  a  society  of 
United  Englishmen,  on  the  model  of  the  United 
Irish,  and  Quigley  and  Binns  were  the  chief  pro* 
motors  of  this  design.  In  and  about  the  town  of 
Manchester  only,  the  association  had  extended 
itself  to  no  fewer  than  eighty  divisions,  contain* 
ing  from  fifteen  to  thirty-six  members  each,  and 
an  association  of  the  same  nature  was  also  estab* 
lished  in  Scotland,  both  of  them  maintaining  an 
intimate  intercourse  with  the  original  Corres-i 
ponding  Societv*  in  London,  and  acting  upon 
the  system  marked  out  by  the  afiiliated  societies 
of  Ireland. 

Government  having  received  acciirate  intel* 
ligence  relative  to  the  motions  and  designs  of 
O^Connor  and  his  associates,  these  conspirators 
were  taken  into  custody  at  Margate,  in '  the 
attempt  to  obtain  a  passage  to  France,  on  the 
S8di  pf  February.  After  oeing  confined  some 
time  in  the  tower,  they  were  removed  to  Maid* 
stone,  where  they  were  tried  by  a  special  com* 
mission,  on  the  21st  and  22d  of  May,  two  dajrs 
before  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  in  Ireland; 
aind  Quigley,  on  whose  person  was  found  a  paper^ 
purporting  to  be  an  address  ^^  from  the  secret 
**  committee  of  England  to  the  executive  direc* 
''  tory  of  France,"  was  capitally  convicted  ;  and 
sach  vras  his  devotion  to  the  principles  he  had 
espoused,  that  he  died  vrith  heroic  ^titude,  in' 
what  he  considered  the  cause  of  his  country.  No 
evidence  appearing  against  Allen  and  Leary,  they 
were  immediately  set  at  liberty;   but  O'Con* 


*  Tide  Report  of  the  Secret  Comnuttee, 
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BOOK  II.  nor  and  Binns,  notwithataoding  dieir  acquittal, 

vrere  detained  on  another  charge  of  high-treason, 

CuAP.  VII.  preferred  against  them  by  the  British  goyern* 
ment^ 

The  period  had  now  arrired,  when  the  great 
revolutionary  denouement  was  to  be  developed ; 
and  while,  on  the  one  hand,  the  insurgent  ohiefo 
proceeded  in  their  plans,  with  a  resolution  to 
defer,  if  possible,  the  breaking  out  of  the  insor* 
rection  till  the  arrival  of  their  French  auxiliaries ; 
the  government,  on  the  other,  was  determined  to 
disorganise  their  syst^n,  and  either  to  orush  the 
incipient-insurrection  in  the  bud,  or  to  force  the 
disaffected  into  a  premature  effort.  After  tiie 
proclamation  of  many  districts  in  the  •southern 
and  midland  counties,  the  imprisonment  and 
transportation  of  several  persons  implicated  in 
the  conspiracy,  and  other  acts  of  power,  a  very 
severe  wound  was  inflicted,  on  the  I2th  of  March, 
upon  the  uniipn,  by  the  arrest  of  the  thirteen 
members  composing  the  provincial  committee  of 
licinster,  with  other  principals  of  the  conspiracy, 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  Oliver  Bond,  in  Dublin. 
This  arrest  was  grounded  on  the  information  of 
Thomas  Reynolds,  a  Roman  Catholic  gentleman, 
of  Kilkea  Castle,  in  the  county  of  Kildare^ 
colonel  of  a  regiment  of  United  Irishinen,. trea- 
surer of  the  county  in  which  be  resided,  and 
provincial  delegate  for  Leioste^  In  these  arrests 
were  included  the  most  active  and  efficient 
leaders  of  the  union,  and  among  others,  Thomas 
Eddis  Emmet,  Doctor  William  James  M^Nevin^ 
and  Oliver  Bond.  At  the  same  time,  a  war^ 
rant  was  issued  against  Lord  Edward  Fita- 
gerahi,  and  a  thousand  pounds  offered  for  his 
apprehension ;  but  his  lordship  for  some  time 
eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  police,  and  remained 
for  several  weeks  conoealed  in  the  city  of  DubKn. 
At  length,  however,  he  was  discovered,  on  the 
19th  of  May,  in  the  h6use  of  Nicholas  Mur- 
phy, a  merchant,  in  Thomas-street,  DubKn,  in 
Gooseqqence  of  a  hint  given  by  M^tirpby^s  ser^ 
vant  maid  to  a  military  suitor^  On  the  police 
officers  entering  the  room,  the  infiitaated  noble- 
man made  a  desperate,  but  hopeless  effort  to 
•ffect.  his  escape,  in  which  he '  wounded  Mr^ 
Justice  Swan  and  Captain  Ryan  dangerOuMy-'-* 
the  latter  mortally  ;  and  was  himseH  «o  desper- 
ately wounded  in  the  shoulder  by  (He  ^otof  a 
pistol  from  Major  Sirr,  that,  dfter  languishing^ 
till  the  third  of  the  following  monfb,  he  died* in' 


extreme  agony.  TbisjF^^iuig  noblemaB,  who  was 
brother  to  the  Duk«  of  LeJnster,  and  married  to 
a  French  ladv  oi  the  royal  blood  of  the  Capeto, 
a  daughter  of  the  late  Duke  of  Orleans,  was 
eminently  qualified  for  the  exciteweAt  and  direc- 
tion of  revolutionary  conunotions,  beings  a  man 
of  daring  courage,  a  most  active  spirit,  consi- 
derable powers  of  mind,  and  of  a  family  highly 
respected  for  its  ancient  greatness  by  the  lower 
classes  of  the  Irish — the  loss  of  such  a  n)  an  to 
the  insurgent  cause,  and  at  such  a  juncture, 
cannot  be  estimated. 

The  vacanoies  created  in  the  directorial  and 
other  departments,  by  these  arrests,  were  sup- 
plied without  difficulty,  but  with  men  much  less 
fit  for  the  arduous  task  of  overturning^  a  monar- 
chy, fenced  round  by  civil  and  military  power, 
and  substituting  in  its  stead  a  eommonwealtb, 
grounded  on  the  suffrages  of  an  ig^norant  and 
sanguinary    multitude.      Among   the    members 
of  the  new  directory  were  two  brolheni,  of  the 
name  of  Sheares,  barristers  by  profession,  and, 
politics  apart,  of  unsullied  reputation.     To  these 
new  directors,  a  government  agent  of  the  name 
of  Captain  Armstrong  found  ready  access,  and 
by  a  shew  of  great  zeal  in  the  cause,  he  had  the 
acldress  to  obtain  the  confidence  of  the  leaders, 
from  whom  he  learned,  **  that  a  general  rising 
must  iihmediately  take  place;  that  the  impatience 
of  tlie  people  since  the  criminal  prosecutions 
could  no  longer  be  restrained  ;  and  that  it  was 
become  necessary  to  make  a  great  and  immediate 
national  effort,  and  to  relinquish  the  original  plan 
of  waiting  for   French  succours."     The  prqject 
proposed  was  to  seize  the  camp  of  LougfalinV 
town,  the  artillery  at  Chapellzod,  and  the  castle 
of  Dublin,  all  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of  May : 
and  it  was  further  determined,  that  a  simultaiie* 
ousr  rising  should  take  place  at  Coi^k.    But  on  the 
21st  of  that  month,  tlie  two  brothers  John  and 
Henry  Sheares,  with  some  others  of  the  principal 
conspirators,   were  ap]>i*ehended ;    the  city  and 
county  of  Dublin  were  declared  by  the  lord-lieu- 
tenant and  council  to  be  in  a  state  of  insitirection ; 
Hhe  guards  at  the  castle,  and  at  all  the  great 
objects  of  attack,  were  trebled  ;  and  the  whole 
city  was  in  fact  converted  into  a  garrison. 

Among  the  precautions  taken  on  this  occa- 
aion  by  government,  was  the  augmentation  of 
the  several  corps  of  armed  yeomanry,  a  species 
of  force  that  wa^  first  embodied  in  the  month  of 


*  M  soon  as  the  verdict  of  acquittal  was  pronounced,  and  before  Mr.  O'Connor  was  formally  discharged,  bewa* 
preparing  to  qait  the  bar  with  snore  than  asual  precipitatit>D  $  onr<wbich  Hirett,  the  police  officer,  who  had  been  directed  t» 
detain  the  prisoner  on  a 'second  char|^  pf  highrtreaaon,  pushed  forward  to  prerenthis  escape,  and  a  riolent  commotion 
instantly  arose  in  the  court,  whiiah  djd  not  subside  till  Mr.  OMonnor  was  secured,  Qn  the  26th  of  April,  1799» 
Sackyille,  Earl  of  Thanet,  and  Robert  Fergusson,  Esq.  iM^ristar-at-^aw,  were  tried  and  con? icte<l  in  the  Court  of  King'a 
Bench,  on  a  charge  of  promoting  this  riotous  proceeding,  and  of  conspiring  with  others  to  rescue  the  prisoner  In  virtue  of 
this  conviction,  the  defendants  were  brought  up  for  judgmeut  on  the  first  day  of  June  in  the  same  year  ;  when  his  lordship 
was  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  one  thousand  pounda,  and  to  be  confined  one  year  in  the  Tower  j  aiul  tfr.  Fergaaaon  to  pay 
a  fine  of  oaa  boudred  poands,  a^d  be  confined  one  year  in  the  King'a  Bench  Prison, 
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October,  1790,  in  a  kind  of  independent  conipa* 
liies.  These  yeomanry  eorpn  were  each  composed 
of  about  fifty  mOB,  mostly  cavalry ,  ^viih  a  much 
smaller  body  of  infantry  attached  to  them,  and 
were  generally  commanded  by  a  captain  and  two 
lieutenants ;  the  Infantry  being  armed  like  a  re- 
gular army,  and  the  cavalry  furnished  with  a 
pistol  and  sword  each,  to  which  sometimes  a 
carbine  was  added.  In  six  months  from  their 
first  establishment,  the  numbers  increased  to 
thirty-seven  ^K^usand ;  and  during  the  rebellion^ 
the  yeomanry  force  exceeded  fifty  thousand. 

Here  it  may  be  proper  to  pause,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  a  review  of  some  of  the  parties  by 
which  Ireland,  now  on  the  eve  of  a  civil  war, 
bad  for  years  been  agitated ;  and  whose  inveter- 
ate animosities  had  conspired,  more  perhaps  than 
any  other  cause,  to  render  this  one  of  the  most- 
sanguinary  contests,  for  the  period  of  its  dura- 
tion, that  ever  disgraced  the  world,  not  excepting 
even  the  wars  that  raged  among  the  rivnl  fac- 
tions of  France  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  French 
Revolution. 

In  the  year  1759,  and  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  an  alarming 
spirit  of  insurrection  appeared  in  the  south  of 
Ireland,  which  manifested  itself  by  numerous 
and  frequent  risings  of  the  lower  class  of  roman 
catholics,  dreBS4MiJn  white  uniforms,  and  from 
whence  they  were  denowinated  ^*  White  Bcjfsy 
The  object  of  these  illegal  proceedings  was, 
as  they  alleged,  to  prevent  the  indosure  of  com- 
mons, the  extortions  of  tythe  proctors,  and  the 
exorbitant  fees  exacted  by  their  own  clergy. 

No  sooner  had  the  excesses  committed  by 
these  disturbers  of  tlie  public  peace  begun  to 
subside,  than  two  rival  factions  arose  in  the  year 
1784,  and  became  distinguished  by  the  appro*^ 
priate  names  of  **  De/e/jrfeis,**  and  "  Peep-of- 
day-bojfs.^^  These  associations,  originating  in  a 
violent  quarrel  between  two  obscure  individuals, 
soon  assumed  a  'religious  distinction,  and  as  the 
roman  catholics,  or  defenders,  Hhewed  uncommon 
seal  in  collecting  arms,  the  presbyterians,  or 
peep-of-day-boys,  began  to  disarm  them,  by  visit- 
ing the  houses  of  their  antagonists  at  an  early 
hour  in  The  morning,  when  they  often  committed 
the  most  wanton  outrages.  The  excesses  on  both 
rides  at  length  became  so  intolerable,  that  it  was 
found  necessary  to  interpose  the  strong  arm  of 
the  law.  In  ihe  autumn  and  winter  of  1792,  so 
many  barbarous  outrages  were  committed  by  the 
defenders,  whose  numbers  had  enabled  them  to 
triamph  over  their  adversaries,  that  at  the  spring 
ansiies  in  the  county  of  Louth,  in  1793,  twenty- 
one  defMders  were  sentenced  to  die,  twenty-five 
to  be  transported)  twelve  to  be  imprisoned  a 
certain  time,   for   having  cmispured  to  murder 
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deferent  persons,    thirteen   indicted  for  murder  BOOR  IL 

traversed  their  trials,  and  bench  warrants  were  

issued  against  eighty  other  offenders  who  bad  Ctup.  VIL 
all  absconded.*  Nor  were  the  crimes  or  the 
punishments  all  confined  to  one  party,  for  at 
the  assizes  of  Armagh,  in  the  year  1795,  three 
defenders,  and  two  peep-of-day-boys,  were  all 
tried  before  Baron  Power,  and  being  convicted 
of  the  crimes  laid  in  the  indictment,  his  lord- 
ship awarded  against  the  whole  number  the 
punishment  of  death,  which  was  promptly 
executed. 

But  the  time  was  now  approaching,  when 
these  minor  societies  were  to  be  absorlMd  in  a 
great  and  powerful  community,  which,  embracing 
the  disaffected  of  all  sects  and  parties,  was  to 
serve  an  a  general  rallying  point  to  relN^on,  and 
by  its  able  organisation,  and  extensive  combi- 
nations, to  spread  over  the  whole  face  of  the 
country,  and  ultimately  to  contest  the  meed  of 
power  with  the  existing  government  itself.  The 
society  of  United  Irishmen,  which  for  some  time 
was  quite  of  a  civil  nature,  is  represiented  as 
having  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1792,  and 
as  formed  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Theobald 
Wolfe  Tone.  The  organization  of  this  society 
was  completed  in  Ulster,  on  the  10th  of  May> 
1795 ;  and  it  was  not  till  the  autumn  of  the  fol* 
lowing  year,  when  catholic  emancipation  and  a 
reform  in  parliament,  the  ostensible  wish  of  all, 
and  with  some  the  real  object,  were  regarded  as 
not  otherwise  attainable  than  by  force,  that  the 
association  began  to  assume  a  military  form.— s* 
But  such  was  its  rapid  progress,  that  in  April, 
1797,  the  number  of  men  in  Ulster  alone,  enrol- 
led for  insurrection,  amounted  to  nearly  one 
hundred  thousand,  provided,  some  with  fire<? 
arms,  others  with  pikes,  a  store  of  ammunition, 
and  a  number  of  cannon. 

The  spring  of  action  with  the  defenders  was 
religious  animosity.  The  main  object  of  the 
United .  Irishmen,,  when  they  became  an  organ- 
ized military  body,  was  to  combine  all  sects  and 
parties  in  an  alliance  for  the  purpose  of  over- 
turning the  existing  government. 

About  the  period  when  the  seciety  of  United 
Irishmen  began  to  assume  a  military  character, 
another  conHnunity  arose,  the  object  of  which  was 
declared  to  be  '^  tho  preoervattcm  of  public  order, 
of  the  existing  system  of  government,  and  the 
protection  of  all  persons  who  conduct  themselves 
with  loyalty,  without  regard  to  difference  of 
religion."  Between  the  United  Irishmen  and 
this  societv,  which  was  founded  by  the  |)ro- 
testants  of  Armagh,  in  the  year  1795,  and  took 
its  name  from  William  III.  Prince  of  Orange, 
the  zealous  supporter  of  the  r^rmed  religion  hi 
Ireland,  mortal  animosities  almostinstanUy  arose  ; 


«  Vide  Sir  Richard  Moigrave's  <*  Memoirs  of  the  iDsorrectioBS  in  Irptead,"  second  edit.  p.  63. 
(No.  16.)  3  M 
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BOOK  U.  and  it  must  be  admitted,  that  for  some  time  pre-  outras^  perpetrated  by  the  conflicting  parties^ 

•                 ▼loiis  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  both  par-  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  iBBurrection, 

Cup.  VII.  ties  had  disgraced  themselves  by  the  commission  would  far  exceed  the  limits  prescribed  in  this 

^■^•"'^^"'■^^  of  tlie  most  dreadful  excesses.^  work,  to  the  period  of  history  now  under  const* 

1798             f  Q  .*ep'innerate  all  the  acts  of  Tiolence  and  deration^  but  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  histoiriaii 

♦   ORGANIZATION   OF  THE   SOCIETY   OF   UNITED    lUISHMEN. 

"The  Society  of  United  IrisbmeD,"  says  the  Rev.  James  Gordon,  in  bis  history  of  the  rebelTion  in  IreUnd, 
"  consisted  of  a  number  of  smaller  associations,  linked  closely  together,  and  ascending  in  g7*adation  like  the  component 
parts  of  a  pyramid  or  cone,  to  a  common  apex  or  point  of  union.  The  lowest  or  simple  societies  consisted  originally  each 
of  thirty-six,  aAerwards  at  most  of  only  twelre  men,  as  nearly  as  possible  of  the  same  neighbourhood,  that  they  mi^ht  be 
mutually  under  the  inspectiou  of  each  other.  An  assembly  of  five  secretaries,  seTcrally  elected  by  fire  simple  societies, 
formed  a  lower  baronial  committee,  which  had  the  immediate  superintendence  and  managemenl  of  these  fife  societies. 
Ten  delegates,  elected  one  from  each  often  lower  baronial,  composed  au  upper  barmial  committee,  which  in  lake  maanet 
directed  the  business  of  these  ten  lower  committees.  With  the  same  saperkiteDdenoe  over  their  constituent  assemblies^ 
delegates  from  the  upper  baronial^  one  deputed  from  each,  formed  in  the  counties,  county  conunittees,  and  in  populous 
towns  distinct  committees ;  and  the  proTincial  committees,  one  for 'each  of  the  four  provinces,  were  composed  of  delb* 
gates  from  the  district  and  county  committees,  two  from  each,  sometimes  three,  when  the  extent  and  population  of  the 
district  seemed  to  require  a  more  numerous  representation.  The  supreme  and  uncontrolled  command  of  the  whole  asso- 
ciation was  committed  to  a  g^eral  executiTe  directory,  composed  of  five  persons  unknown  to  all  excepting  the  four  secre- 
taries of  the  provincial  committees ;  for  they  were  elected  by  ballot  in  these  committees,  the  secretaries  of  which  alone 
examined  the  ballots,  and  notified  the  election  to  none  except  the  persons  themselves  on  whom  it  fell.  The  orders  of  this 
'  bidden  directing  power  were  conveyed  through  the  whole  organized  body^  not  by  easily  discorerable  chains  of  communi- 
cation. By  one  member  only  of  the  directory  were  carried  the  maudates  to  one  member  of  each  provincial  committee* 
by  the  latter  severally  to  the  secretaries  of  the  district  and  county  <M>mm]ttees,  by  these  secretaries  to  those  of  the  apper 
baronials,  and  thus  downwards  througb  the  lower  baronial  to  the  simple  societies. 

**  The  military  was  grafled  on  the  civil  organization  of  this  artfully-firamed  union  :  and  to  complete  die  sdieme  of 
warlike  preparation,  a  military  committee,  instituted  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1798,  and  appointed  by  the  dii'ectory, 
had  its  task  assigned  to  contrive  plans  for  the  dtrectwn  of  the  national  force,  either  for  the  purpose  of  nnaided-  rd>el- 
lion,  or  co*operation  with  an  invading  French  army,  as  occasion  should  require.  Orders  were  issued,  that  the  members 
of  the  union  should  furnish  themselves,  where  their  circumstances  allowed  it,  with  fire-arms — where  not,  with  pikes. 
To  form  a  pecuniary  fund  for  the  various  expenses  of  this  great  revolutionary  machine,  monthly  subscriptions,  accord- 
ing to  the  zeal  and  ability  of  the  subscribers,  were  oollected  in  the  several  societieiB,  and  treasurers  appointed  by  suffrage 
for  their  collection  and  disbursement. 

"  From  this  fund  were  supplied  the  demands  of  the  emissaries  commissioned  to  extend  the  union.  Of  these,  consi- 
derable numbers  were  dispatched  into  the  southern  and  western  counties,  in  the  beginning  and  course  of  1797,  where 
though  many  had  been  sworn  into  the  union,  little  progress  for  the  effectual  promotion  of  the  system  had  been  made 
before  the  autumn  of  1 796." 

From  the  first  institution  of  Ibe  Society  of  United  Irishmen,  every  individual  on  his  admission  into  the  Union  had 
ft  Test  Oath  to  the  following  effect  administered  to  him ;  and  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  *<  the  council  for  direct  • 
ing  the  alTairs  of  the  people  of  Wexford"  ordered  that  all  the  soldiers  of  the  united  army  should  tjdce  either  the  officers'  or 
the  privates'  oath;  according  to  their  respecthre  stattons: 

r 

Test  Oath. 

« In  the  swM  presence  of  God,  I,  A.  B.'do  voluntarily  declare,  that  I  will  persevere  in  endeavouring  to  form  a  brotfaeriiood  of  affection 
among  Irishmen,  of  every  nSafpem  persnaaian,  and  that  I  wQl  also  pcisBfeie  in  my  endeavoazs  to  obtain  an  equal,  ftdl,  and  adequate  represent 
tatioD  of  dS  file  people  of  Irdand.*-!  do  fimbcr  dedare,  that  ncilhcr  hopes,  fean,  rewards,  nor  poniahmenlB,  nor  even  death,  diall  ever  indoee 
me,  directly  or  indiredly,  to  infiam  or  give  evidenoe  against  any  member  or  meniben  of  fiiis,  or  siimlar  societies,  for  any  actor  esjnession  of 
theirs,  done  er  made,  ooUoctively  or  individually,  in  or  out  of  fiiis  society,  in  puxsuance  of  the  spirit  of  this  ohUgation.*-&\)  help 
fwe  God.** 

Oaih  qfa  Private, 

'*  I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  and  sinoerdy  swear,  and  take  God,  and  his  only  Son  oar  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  witness,  Aat  I  will  at  aH  times  be 
obedient  to  the  commands  ofmyoffitan's  ihat  I  am  ready  to  lay  down  my  liib  lor  ffae  good  of  my  country— that  I  haveaa  averskm  toplonder,^nd 
ihespilling  of  innoeentfalood— that  I  will^t  ooongeously  in  the  field,  and  ipve  mercy  wbeie  itean  be^^ven— that  I  will  avoid  drunkenness  as 
tending  to  disorder^  and  ruin— that  I  wip  emieavour  to  make  as  many  friends  and  as  few  enemies  as  possiblfi— that  above  all  I  detest  a  oowaxd, 
and  that  I  win  lode  upon  him  as  an  enkny  who  shaU  stand  back  in  the  time  of  battle. — So  help  me  GodJ* 

Oafft^an  Cy/ker,  • 

<«  In  the  awfid  presence  of  God,  who  knows  the  hearts  and  thonghtsof  all  men,  and  calling  my  ooumiy  to  witness,  I,  A.  B.  officer  in,  &c 
do  solemnly  swear,  tiiat  I  do  not  consider  my  Bfe  my  own,  when  my  country  demands  it—that  I  oonader  the  present  moment  calls  for  a  pnx^ 
of  the  sincerity  of  that  sendraent;  and  I  am  ready  and  denrous  to  stand  the  test ;  and  do  aver  that  I  am  ready  to  die,  or  lead  to  victory ;  and 
that  all  my  actions  shall  be  directedtothe  prosperity  of  the  oommon  cause,  iminfhienced  by  any  inferior  motive  t  and  I  fiirdier  dedare  my  utter 
avernottto  all  alanmsts,  nnion-hteakflm,  and  oowasds,  and  my  mpeet  and  obedience  to  the  oonunaads  of  superior  offioen.— ^  help  me  God, 

By  Older  of  the  Council, 


Done  at  the  Cornidl-ChambeT,  1  B.  B.  HARVKY,  President 

Wexford,  June  Uihy  179S.  J 


NICHOLAS  GRAY,  Sec. 
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to  record,  with  a  frequent  reference  to  autbof  ities, 
a  few  of  the  most  flagitious  of  their  number. 

It  appears,  from  the  reports  of  the  fe»eoret  com- 
mittees of  the  two  houses  of  parliament,  from 
which  the  subsequent  information  is  principally 
deriTed,  that  it  was  determined  in  the  councils  of 
the  insurgents,  ^'  That  all  persons,  who^  from 
their  principles,  or  situatioo,  might  be  deemed 
inimical  to  the  conspiracy  against  the  govern- 
ment, should  be  tnassacred ;  and  the  first  pro- 
scription was  calculated  by  one  of  their  leaders 
at  thirty  thousand  persons.*'*  The  main  object 
of  the  system  of  terror,  which  the  United  Irish- 
men endeavoured  to  establish  by  their  midnight 
attacks,  was  to  drive  country  gentlemen  from 
their  houses,  or  to  enforce  their  connivance  or 
Support — a  course  which  was  pursued  with  fatal 
eflfect  in  France  ;t  and  in  furtherance  of  this  pur- 
pose, dreadful  outrages  still  continued  to  be  com- 
mitted in  all  the  northern  counties.  In  the  month 
of  March,  1707,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  had 
retired  on  a  living  at  Donegal,  was  murdered 
at  Sharon,  in  the  house  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Walker, 
in  that  county,  with  horrid  circumstances  of  bar- 
barity, by  a  party  of  armed  ruffians,  who  fired 
wantonly  into  the  windows,  by  which  th^y  shot 
.  Mrs.  Walker ;  and  afterwards,  having  compelled 
the  servants  of  the  Doctor  to  force  Mr.  Hamilton 
out  of  the  house,  they  mangled  his  body  with 
wounds. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1707,  the 
county  of  Kildare  was  dreadfully  convulsed  by 
the  United  Irish)  who  committed  robbery  and 
assassination  on  protestants,  almost  every  night , 
and.  during  this  year,  the  defenders  were  so  for- 
midable in  the  counties  of  Meath,  West  Meath, 
Kildare,  and  Longford,  that  many  families  were 
•  obliged  to  fly  to  the  metropolis  for  protection. 
In  £e  counties  of  Dublin,  Kildare,  ana  Wicklow, 
and  in  many  parts  of  Munster,  assassinations  and 
the  robbery  of  arms  were  constantly  perpetrated, 
while  the  disaffected  continued  to  form  traitorous 
combinations,]:  which  extended  even  to  the 
military. 

Accordingly,  we  find  that,  in  the  year  1707, 
the  practice  of  seducing  the  king^s  troops  so  much 
prevailed,  that  in  the  space  of  one  month  four  of 
the  Monaghan  militia,  two  of  the  Wexford  regi^ 
ment,  two  of  the  Kildare,  and  two  of  the  Loath 
militia,  were  tried  by  court  martials,  and  shot 
for  treasonable  practices.  In  the  same  year,  Mr. 
William  Orr,  a  man  of  good  family  and  connections, 
was  hanged  at  Carrickfergus,  for  high  treason. 

Of  the  means  accumulated  by  the  disaffected 
for  carrying  their  revolutionary  enterprises  into 


efiect,  some  estimate  may  be  made  from  the  fol-  BOOK  II. 
lowing  facts :  A  paper,  in  his  own  hand  writings  .  ■  ' 

was  given  by  Lord  Edward  Fitsgerald  to  Ufa.  Ciiap.  VIU 
Reynolds,  the  informer,  which  purported  to  be  ^""^TiJ^^ 
a  return  made  by  a  national  committee  meeting,  ^™^ 
held  the  26th  of  February,  1708,  &nd  from  which 
it  appeared,  that  the  number  of  armed  men  in 
Ulster,  Leinster,  and  Munster,  amounted  to  two 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-six !  and  that  the  sum  of  «£1485. 4s.  0^. 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer.^  Another 
return  made  by  a  meeting  of  colonels,  held  on 
the  28th  of  MarclH  1708,  reported,  that  their 
adherents,  even  among  the  king's  troops,  were  in 
the  proportion  of  one  in  every  three,  and  that  the 
insurgents  were  in  sufficient  force  to  disarm  all 
the  military  within  the  bounds  of  their  own 
counties  H — ^fatal  delusion  ! 

That  the  armoury  of  the  rebel  force  was 
at  one  time  most  extensive  cannot  be  doubted, 
when  it  is  stated,  that  the  following  number  of 
arms  was  seized  by  the  different  general  officers 
in  the  year  1707,  in  the  provinces  of  Leinster 
and  Ulster  alone  ^  guns,  40,100 — bayonets,  1,756 
— pistols,  4,463 — swords,  4,183 — blunderbusses^ 
248 — musket-barrels,  110 — sword-blades,  106— 
ordnance,  22 — spikes,  70,630 — exclusive  of  many 
arms  seized  or  surrendered,  which  are  not  in- 
cluded in  this  return.^  In  the  same  year,  four- 
teen thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy- tJiree 
pikes  were  surrendered  fn  the  county  of  Kildare 
alone,  in  consequence  of  the  pardon  offered  bv ' 
government  to  the  repentant.  And  on  the  Jlth 
of  May,  1708,  five  pieces  of  cannon,  and  five 
hundred  pike-handles,  were  seized  in  Dublin. 

On  the  12th  of  December,  1707,  Sir  Ralph 
Abercrombie  was  appointed  commander-in-chief 
of  the  foroes  in  Ireland,  and  bis  first  step  in  the 
discharge  of  his  public  duty  was  to  make  a 
tour  of  observation  throughout  the  whole  island. 
The  excesses  committed  by  the  military  in  the 
provinces  had,  it  appears,  called  down  the  gene- 
ral's severe  reprehension,  and  on  his  return  to  the 
capital,  he  caused  it  to  be  notified  in  general 
orders,  '^  that  the  irregularities  of  the  troops  in 
Ireland,  had  too  unfortunately  proved  the  army 
to  be  in 'a  state  of  licentiousness,  which  mnst 
render  it  formidable  to  every  one  but  the 
enemy/'**  The  general,  after  die  publication  of 
his  general  orders,  and  under  tiie  influence  of 
the  observations  he  had  made  in  his  recent  view  of 
the  country,  endeavoured  to  impress  the  minds  of 
those  in  power  with  his  own  well-founded  opinions, 
that  coercive  measures  to  the  extent  determined  - 
upon  were  by  no  means  necessary  in  Ireland* 


*  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee,  Appeodix,  No.  If! .  p.  49.      f  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Hoase  of  Lords,  for  1798. 
X  Sir  Richard  MusgraTe's  Memoirs,  second  edit.  p.  1^.  §  Report  of  the  Secret  C7ommittee  of  the  Commons,  p.  14K 

H  Report  of  the  Secret  Com.  of  the  House  of  Lords,  p.  ISO.         ^  Report  of  the  Secret  Com.  Appeo.  No.  X^IJUX.  p.  298. 

«*  Yide  General  Ordeis,  dated  DabUo,  d6th  February,  1798. 
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BOOK  II.  But  not  having  succeeded  in  producing  the  effect 

— • — ■• be  intended  by  these  representations,  and  iinwiN 

Chap.  Vil.  ling  to  tarnish  his  military  fame,  or  to  risk  th^ 
^•^^v^-^  loss  of  his  humane  atnd  manly  character,  by 
17Q8  leading  troaps  to  scen^  of  civil  desolation,  ab^ 
;:horrent  to  his  nature,  he  resigned  the  chief 
.eommand  of  the  army  in  Ireland  on  the  29th 
of  April,  1708,  after  holding  that  appointment 
little  more  than  four  months,  and  was  succeeded 
•  by  General  Lake.  In  the  month  of  March,  orders 
were  issued  to  the  army  by  the  lord-lieutenant, 
to  proceed  into  the  disturbed  counties ;  and  a 
manifesto,  dated  from  head-  quarters  at  Kildare, 
was  OB  the  8d  of  the  ensuing  month  addressed  td 
the  inhabitants,  requiring  them  to  surrender  their 
arms  in  the  space  of  ten  days  from  the  notice^ 
on  pain  of  large  bodies  of  troops  being  distributed 
among  them  to  live  at  free  quarters ;  promising 
at  the  same  time  rewards  to  such  as  would  give 
information  of  concealed  arms  or  ammunition, 
but  denouncing  exemplary  severities  if  the  coun- 
try should  continue  in  a  disturbed  state.  On  the 
acfvance  of  the  military  into  the  other  counties, 
a  similar  notice  was  given  to  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  troops  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  and  part  of 
those  in  the  comities  of  Carlow  and  Wicklow, 
were  quartered  in  the  houses  of  the  disaffected  or 
suspected,  in  numbers  proportioned  to  the  sup- 

Eosed  ^niU  and  ability  of  the  owners.  Great  num- 
ers  of  bouses  with  their  furniture  were  burnt, 
where  concealed  arms  were  found,  or  whose 
occupants  had  been  guilty  of  the  fabrication  of 
'  pikes,  or  other  illegal  practices  for  the  promotion 
of  the  conspiracy.  Many  of  the  common  people, 
and  some  in  circumstances  of  life  superior  to  this 
class,  particularly  in  Dublin,  were  scourged, 
some  picketed,  and  others  tortured  by  different 
,  means,  to  ei^tort  from  them  a  confession  of  plots, 
or  of  coaoealed  arms.* 

Many  irregularities  were  of  conr^ie  com^ 
mittttd  by  common  soldiers,  without  the  appro- 
bation- or  knowledge  of  their  officers,  and  many 
other  acts  of  severity  by  persons  not  in  the  army 
—•some  from  an  unfeigned  zeal  for  the  service  of 
the  crown,  and  others  to  promote  sinister  pur- 
poses, or  to  gratify  a  spirit  of  personal  animosi- 
ty. Even  the  necessaries  of  life  did  not  escape 
the  dsstmelivs  operations  of  the  contending 
patties,  and  the  destruction  of  corn  and  other 

Jrovisions  was  so  extensive,  that  its  effects  were 
M  in  dearth  and  fomins  for  two  years  after  the 
extinetfon  of  the  rebellion. 

In  these  turbulent  times,  persons  with  short 
Imir,  aad^  tkerefore  called  crappiesj  by  which 
appellation  the  United  Irishmen  were  designated. 


wei*e  frequently  seized  and  brought  tuto  a  guard- 
house, where  a  cap,  either  of  coarse  linen,  or  of 
strong  brown  paper,  besmeared  in  the  inside 
with  pitch,  and  previously  well  heated,  Mras 
compressed  upon  the  head  of  the  unfortunate 
victim,  who  was  then  turned  into  the  streets 
amidst  the  acclamations  of  his  merciless  tor**- 
mentors.  The  pain  occasioned  by  disengaging 
this  cap  from  the  head  was  of  course  excru« 
dating ;  the  hair  was  generally  torn  up  by  the 
roots,  and  not  unfrequently  parts  of  the  skin 
were  so  scalded  and  blistered  by  the  heated  pitch, 
as  to  adhere,  and  were  separated  from  the  head 
with  the  cap  of  torture.  Another  expedient 
equally  cruel  was  frequently  resorted  to ;  a  quan<^ 
tity  of  moistened  gun -powder  being  rubbed  into 
the  hair,  was  set  on  fire ;  and  it  sometimes  hap« 
pened  that  both  the  nose  and  the  ears  of  the  sup« 
posed  eonspirator  were  severed  from  his  head, 
during'  the  operation  of  cutting  the  hair,  which 
generally  took  plaee  previous  to  the  application 
of  the  gun-powder. 

To  revenge  these  brutal  outrages,  some 
malignant  wretches,  probably  among  the  United 
Irish,  made  it  a  in*actice  to  sei^e  violently  such 
persons  as  they  tbouglit  proper,  and  to  crop  oft 
their  hair,  which  rendered  them  liable  to  the 
punishment  of  the  pitch  cap  or  moistened  gnn^ 
powder,  and  frequently  brought  upon  them  those 
excruciating  tortures.  Green,  in  allusion  to  the 
shamroo,  was  adopted  in  these  unhappy  times  as 
the  revolutionary  colour,  and  such  was  the  fremey 
of  party,  that  every  wonniA  who  happened  to 
exhibit  in  her  dress  any  portion  of  this  obnoxious 
colour,  either  by  accident  or  design,  was  in 
danger  of  having  herself  disrobed  in  the  public 
streets.f 

These,  and  innumerable  other  disorders, 
some  of  them  unavoidable  in  such  a  state  of 
afiairs,  increased  with  the  alarm  of  the  approaeh<- 
ing  insurrection.  Men,  imprisoned  on  suspicion 
or  private  information,  were  sometimes  half 
hang^  {as  Uie  act  was  termed)  or  strangled 
almost  to  death  before  their  guilt  or  innocence 
could  be  ascertained  by  trial ;  and  the  reflecting 
loyalist  was  deeply  Concerned  at  the  permission 
or  impunity  of  such  barbarities,  which  tended 
strongly  to  confirm  the  prejudices  alreaily  so 
laboriously  excited,  and  to  give  to  the  approadr- 
ing  contest  the  most  diabolical  character.  Under 
such  circumstances,  man  is  ho  longer  connected 
in  the  way  of  civil  society ;  his  lacerated  feeKngs 
drive  him  to  desperation,  and  a  fever  of  the 
mind  ensues,  that  banishes  all  hope  of  calm  cir- 
eumspection. 


^  Gordon's  History,  second  sditioa,  p.  65. 

t  i/bmr  •xwsan  of  this  Iiand  took  pdaco,  ond  in  ose  instanco,  two  young  ladies,  found  ^[ailtjr  of  wearing  graen  gartpis, 
were,  lly  order  of  an  officer  on  duty,  tied  back  to  Ittck  in  the  streets  of  DuElin,  in  vhicfa  situation  they  were  compelled  to 
remain  for  sevenJ  boors  under  a  guard.    QQrd&»U  Hiaory^  p.  68. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


Irish  Rbbeixion  :  Insurrectionary  Mofcements  in  Dublin;  in  the  Countiei  of  Kildare and  Carhw^- 
Attacks  on  Naas,  KillcuUen,  Rathfarnham,  and  Prosperous^Defeat  rf  the  Rebeb  at  Carhm 
Hacketstownj  and  Tara-^Surrender  of  Tm  Thousand  Insurgents  to  General  Dundai—Insur^ 
rection  in  the  County  of  Wexford-^Hie  Insurgents  vanquished  at  Kilthomas ;  Victors  at 
Oulart—Fall  of  Enniscorthy  and  Wexford  into  the  Hands  of  th€  Insurgents— Attack  on  £» ii- 

clody Defeat  of  the  Rebel  Force  at  Ballycannoo— Pathetic  Incident — Defeat  of  Colonel 

JValpoUf  and  Retreatof  General  Lojius— Signal  Victory  obtained  by  General  Johnson  at  Roes- 
Massacre  at  Scullabogue—Drfeat  of  the  Rebels  at  Arklow— Their  Retreat  to  Vinegar-HiU— 
General  Lake  advances  with  an  Army  of  Thirteen  Thmsand  Troops  against  that  Station — 
Recapture  of  Enniscorthy^  and  Battle  of  Vinegar-Hill— Murders  on  the  Bridge  of  Wexford- 
Wexford  abandoned  by  the  Rebels— Bloody  Friday— Expiring^  Efforts  of  the  Wexfordian  Insur- 
gents— Defeat  of  the  Revolters  in  Ulster  and  Munster-^Surrefider  of  the  Chiefs— Extinction  of 
the  Rebellion, 


IT  now  became  evident,  that  nothing  short 
of  one  of  those  tremendous  conyulsions,  which 
shake  states  to  their  centre^  could  clear  the 
political  atmosphere  of  Ireland.  The  rebel 
chiefs  had  decided  on  open  war,  and  the  23d 
of  Ma;  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  general 
rising  of  the  country. 

After  the  arrest  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald, 
the  command  of  the  rebel  army  devolved  upon 
Mr*  Samuel  Neilson,  who  meditated  an  attack 
upon  Newgate,  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  foir  the 
purpose  of  rescuing  Lord  ISdward.  With  this 
view  he  assembled,  at  a  bouse  in  Church-lane, 
fifteen  of  the  insurgent  colonels,  on  the  night  of 
the  22A  of  May,  and  having  produced  a  map  of 
the  city,  he  assigned  to  each  of  them  the  post 
which  they  and  their  regiments  were  to  occupy. 
In  this  operation  Neilson  was  to  have  been 
seconded  oy  a  large  body  of  rebels,  headed  by 
a  chief  of  the  name  of  Seagrave,  by  whose  di- 
vision a  constant  fire  was  to  be  kepi  up  in 
front  of  the  prison,  while  another  party  scaled 
the  walls  in  a  different  quarter.  Having  carried 
the  prison,  the  vice-regal  residence,  usually  called 
the  castle,  was  marked  out  as  the  next  object  of 
attack.  This  venerable  edifice  was  to  be  assailed 
in  front  and  rear  by  different  parties,  while  a 
select  band  was  to  ascend  by  ladders  into  the 
apartments  of  the  principal  members  of  govern- 
ment, and  to  secure  their  persons.  Nor  was  it 
intended  that  the  insurrection  should  be  confined 
merely  to  the  metropolis ;  the  plan  embraced  the 
whole  kingdom,  and  the  signal  for  the  general 
rising  was  to  be  the  stoppage  of  the  mail  coaches.. 
This  part  of  the  project  was  indeed  carried  intp 
effect,  for  on  the  23d,  the  Belfast  mail  coach  was 
detained  and   burnt  at  Santry,  the  Cork  mail 

(No,  W). 


at  Naas,  and  that  travelling  in  the  direction  of  BOOK  Ili 

Athlone,  at  Lucan ;  but  the  rebels,  not  satisfied 

with  detaining  the  Limerick  mail,  barbarously  9"^'^^V 
murdered  both  the  guard  and  coachman  near  ^^jlT;'"^ 
the  Curragh  of  Kildare.  ^^^^ 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  28d,  all  the 
yeomen  in  the  city,  amounting  to  about  three 
thousand  five  hundred,  and  the  few  military  ia 
tiie  garrison,  were  ordered  by  General  Lake  to 
repair  to  the  respective  alarm  posts,  while  die 
Lord-mayor,  Alderman  Thomas  Fleming,  placed- 
the  city  of  Cork  militia,  with  two  battalion  guns, 
at  the  north  side  of  Stephen^s-green.  It  fortu^ 
nately  happened,  that  the  royal  canal  and  the^ 

Sand  canal,  each  fifty  feet  broad,  and  twelve  feet 
ep,  formed  a  complete  fortification  on  the  north 
and  south  sides  of  the  city,  and  all  the  bridges 
of  the  city  being  occupied  by  military,  the  oom* 
mimication  with  the  disaffected  from  without  was> 
ia  a  considerable  degree  cut  off.  This  operation^ 
wpa  not  however  carried  into  complete  eflfect,  as 
nearly  three  thousand  men-  entered  the  city  to. 
the  nortti,  on  the  evening  of  Uie  28d,  for  the 
purpose  of  joining  the  insurgents.  A  large  body, 
of  rebels,  armed  with  pikes  and  muskets,  assem- 
bled in  Eccles-street  and  its  environs,  as  well  as 
in  various  other  parts  of  the  city,  and  greB%, 
numbers  were  advancing  towards  Dublin,  with 
an  intention,  of  rushing  into  the  city  as  soon  ap- 
the  insurgents  had  carried  the  castle. 

At  this  crisis,  Neilson,  the  rebel  chief,  waa 
apprehended  in  the  streets,  by  Mr.  Gregg,  after 
a  desperate  struggle ;  and  on  their  leader  being- 
committed  to  prison,  several  thousand  rebels,, 
who  were  waiting  with  impatience  the  sienal  of 
attack,  dispersed  in  various  directions.  By  this, 
means,  the  city  was  saved  firom  the  horroraol 
3N. 
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BOOK  11.  the  impeuding  strugpgle,  for  it  appeared,  on  the 

evidence  of  two  United  Irishmeny  extorted  from 

Uhap.VIII.  them  indeed  by  flogging,*  that  they  were  wait- 
ing for  the  orders  of  Neiison  tonsein  arms  that 
night,  with  some  thousands  of  the  disaffected,  to 
liberate  the  prisoners  in  Newgate  and  Kilmain- 
ham,  and  to  surprise  the  castle  and  the  city. — 
On  the  information  of  the  same  men,  a  great 
quantity,  of  pikes  was  discovered j  together  with 
a  travelling  forge,  on  which  was  inscribed  a  dis- 
loyal atid  inflammatory  motto.  The  plan  of  the 
reoels  was,  it  appeared,  to  assemble  ny  beat  of 
drum,  and  it  is  well  known,  says  Sir  Richard 
Musgrave,  ^^  that,  in  another  hour,  the  fate  of  the 
city  and  its  loyal  inhabitants  would  have  been, 
decided ;  for  the  mass  of  the  people,  armed  with 
pikes  and  other  weapons,  were  lurking  in  lanes 
and  bye-places,  ready  to  start  forth  on  the  first 
beat  of  their  drums,  and  would  have  occupied  all 
the  streets,  and  assassinated  the  yeomen,  before 
they  could  have  reached  their  respective  sta- 
tions."— This  calamity  was  however  averted  by 
the  Vigilance  of  government,  and  the  ardent 
zeal  of  those  patriotic  bands,  to  whom  the  defence 
of  the  metropolis  was  confided. 

On  the  night  of  the  23d,  and  during  the 
following  day,  several  skirmishes  were  fought  in 
the  counties  adjoining  the  seat  of  government,  and 
the  towns  of  Naas,  Clane,  Prosperous,  Bally^ 
more,  Eustace,  and  Kilcullen,  were  attacked  by 
the  insurgent  force,  and  Carlow,  Hacketstown, 
and  Monastereven,  had  to  withstand  similar 
assaults  on  the  two  foUawing  days.  These  feeble 
and  unconnected  efibrts  were  not  countenanced 
by  a  general  rising ;  for  Ulster,  in  which  pro- 
vince alone  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
United  Irishmen  are  said  to  have  been  enrolled 
and  mustered,  wisely  declined  the  contest,  in 
consequence  of  the  unpromising  state  of  their 
affairs ;  and  the  progress  of  rebellion,  unsanc- 
tioned even  by  the  formality  of  a  manifesto,  had 
hitherto  rather  resembled  the  capricious  freaks  of 
a  discontented  mob,  than  the  united  efforts  o(  a 
large  portion  of  the  nation.f 

At  Naas,  an  assault  was>made  by  a  half- 
armed  rabble,  amounting  to  about  one  thousand 
in  number,  on  the  2^tb,  out  as  the  intention  had 


already   been  communicated  to  the  military   on 
that  station,   consisting  of  the  Armagh  militia, 
the  4th  dragoon  guards,  and  the  ancient  British 
fencibles,  the  insurgents  were  repulsed  with    a 
loss  of  about  one  hundred  and  forty  killed  on  the 
spot,   exclusive  of  three  of  their  leaders,   i^ho 
were  hurried  to  execution.     A  more  numerous 
,psgrty  was  defeated  by  General   Dundas,    near 
Killcullen.;  and  on  the  preceding  day,  asmaH 
detachment,  consisting  of  between  four  and  five 
hundred,  w'htch  bad  ventured  to  advance  as  far 
as  Rathfarnham,  was  dispersed  by  only  tliirty- 
five  draffoons  under  X^ord  Raden,   many  bein^ 

!>ut  to  death  in  their  flight,   and  Led  wick  and 
veough,  two  of  their  chiefs,  reserved  for  public 
execution.    The  attaclt  on  Prosperous,  a  small 
town  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  seventeen  miles 
from  Dublin,   was  made  on  the  24th,  about  one 
o'clock  in  the  'morning,   by  a  large  body  of  men, 
supposed  to  be  conducted  by  John  Elsmond,  first 
lieutenant  of  a  troop  of  yeomanry  cavalry.     Liess 
fortunate  than  the  king's  troops  at  Naas,  this 
small    garrison   Mras  .assailed    by  surprise,  the 
barrack  set  on  fire^  and  twenty-eight  of  the  city 
of  Cork  militia,  with  the  commander,  Captain 
Swayne,   perished  in  the  flames,  or  by  the  pikes 
of  the  enemy.     Nine  of  theancient  Britons  were 
slaughtered  in  the  ^houses  where  they  had  been 
billeted,   and  five  made  prisoners.   Here,  as  in 
other  places  were  the  insurgents  had  a  transi- 
tory   but   delusive  success,   loud   shouts   were 
heard,  -especially  firom  multitudes  of  women,  of 
**  d(m>n  with  the  'Oravgemen  P^ 

War  being  now  openly  commenced  i>y  the 
conspirators,  the  lord- lieu  tenant  issued  a  procla- 
mation on  the  24th,  giving  notice  that  orders 
were  conveyed  to  all  his  majesty^s  general  ofli- 
cers  in  Ireland,  to  punish  according  to  martial 
law,  by  death  or  otherwise,  all  persons  acting 
or  in  any  manner  assisting  in  the  rebellion.  The 
day  following  presented  an  opportunity  for  car- 
rying into  effect  these  heavy  denunciations.  On 
the  24th  of  May,  an  unusually  large  assemblage 
of  the  insurgents  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Car- 
low,  forty  miles  south-west  of  Dublin,  indicated 
that  an  attack  upon  that  place  had  been  decided 
upon.    On  the  25thy  the  garrison,  consisting  of 


*  Sir  Richard  Musgrave,  p.  216. 

f  For  the  purpiise  of  illustration,  it  it  proper  to  remark,  that  the  insurrection  of  1796  prevailed  principally  in  the 
counties  of  Kildare,  Wicklow,  Carlow,  and  Wexford,  in  the  province  of  Leinster,  and  to  the  south  of  Dublin. 

Mayooutb,  Clane,  Prosperous,  and  Naas,  all  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  are  none  of  them  at  a  greater  distance  than 
17  miles  from  the  metropolis. 

Tinehaly  and  Arklow,  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Wicfclow,  are  each  about  3d  miles  from  Dublin. 

Continuing  the  route  southward,  Hacketstown,  Carlow,  and  Tallow,  in  the  county  of  Carlow,  are  all  within  about  40 
miles  of  that  city. 

And  passin(|f  into  the  still  more  southern  county  of  Wexford,  the  principal  seat  of  insurrectionary  warfare.  Gorey,  in 
.'the  N.  S.  and  Newtown-barry  or  Buncludy,  in  the  N.  W.  are  each  about  45  miles  S.  of  Dublin,  and  15  mites  N.  of  Ennis- 
corthy,  which  latter  place,  sitnated  in  the  centre  of  the  couoty  of  Wexford,  at  the  western  base  of  Vinegfar-Hill,  is  58 
miles  8.  of  Dublin,  15  miles  N.  B.  of  New  Ross,  and  11  miles  N.  of  Wexford,  where  the  standard  of  insurrection  wm  so 
long  unfurled.  Wexford,  the  shire  town  of  the  county  of  that  name,  is  3  miles  to  th^  £.  of  the  rebel  station  )of  Three 
Hocks,  19  miles  £.  of  New  Ross,  and  67  miles  S.  of  Dublin. 
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about  four  hundred  and  fifty  regular  and  i^ilitia 
force,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Mahon, 
viBS  attacked  at  two  o*clock,  by  a  body  of  the 
insurgeuta,  amountuig  to  a  thousand  or  fifteen 
hundred  men«  The  rebels  had  assembled  at  the 
house  jof  Sir  Edward  Crosbie,  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  Carlow,  and  on  their  advance  into  the  town^ 
they  received  so  destructive  a  fire  from  the  garri* 
8on,.that  they  recoiled,  and  endeavoured  to  retreat, 
but  finding  their  flight  intercepted,  numbers 
took  refuge  in  the  houses,  which  being  immedi- 
iitely  fired  by  the  soldiery,  they  met  a  miserable 
fate.  About  eighty  houses  were  consumed  in 
the  conflagration,  and  for  some  days  the  roasted 
remains  of  human  beings  were  falling  down  the 
chimnies,  in  which  many  of  them  had  perished. 
The  total  loss  of  the  rebels,  on  this  occasion, 
coulA  not  be  estimated  at  fewer  than  five  hundred, 
while  not  an  individual  on  the  side  of  the  loyalists 
was  even  wounded.  After  the  defeat,  the  execu* 
iions  commenced,  and  about  two  hundred  of 
the  insurgents  were  hanged  or  shot.  Among  the 
earliest  victims  of  the  civil  war,  was  Sir  Edward 
Crosbie,  at  whose  bouse  the  rebel  column  had 
assembled,  but  who  had  certainly  taken  no  part 
in  the  attack,  and  against  whom  no  criminal 
charge  was  satisfactorily  established.* 

The  defeats  of  the  rebels  at  Monastereven 
and  Hacketstown  were  nearly  as  bloodless,  ovi 
the  side  of  the  loyalists.  The  garrison  of  the 
former  consisted  of  eighty-five  yeomen,  who  had 
not  been  embodied  three  weeks ;  and  this  smaU 
party  was  assailed  by  about  a  thousand  insur* 

gents.  The  infantry,  under  Lieutenant  George 
lagnot,  had  advanced  against  the  main  body  of 
the  enemy,  on  the  bank  of  the  grand  caoal,  where 
the  town  is  situated;  while  the  cavalry,  under 
Captain  Ilaystead,  skirmished  with  another  party 
in  the  streets.  The  result  was,  that  the  rebels 
were  driven  from  the  town  with  a  slaughter  of 
sixty-ei^ht  of  their  number,  whose  bodies  were 
collected  and  buried  by  the  victors ;  while  of  the 
loyalists  nine  only  were  slain. 

The  incaution  and  vain  confidence  of  the 
insurgents  were  no- where  mere  strongly  exempli- 
fied than  in  the  attack  on  Hacketstown,  in  the 
county  of  Carlow,  where  a  force,  from  two  to 
three  thousand  in  number,  attacked  a  detachment 
of  (he  Antrim  militia,  under  Lieutenant  Gardiner, 
and  a  body  of  yeomen,  under  Captain  Hardy. 
The  rebels,  on  observing  the  retreat  of  the  troops 
into  the  barracks,  raised  a  vehement  shout  of 
victory,  and  rushing  forward  in  the  utmost  con* 
fusion,  were  charge<l  with  so  much  spirit  and 
address,  as  to  be  completely  put  to  the  rout,  with 
the  loss  of  about  two  nundred  men,  while  not  one 
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of  the  loyalists  was  even  wbunded.     At  Tara,  in  BOOK  IL 

the  county  of  Meatfa,  a  large  body  of  the  rebels 

was  defeated  on  the  2dth,  by  a  feneible  and  yeo-  Chap.VIII 
nianry  force,  not  exceeding  four  hundred  men, 
with  a  loss  of  nine  killed,  and  sixteen  wounded, 
on  the  part  of  the  victors,  and  three  hundred  and 
fifty  killed  on  the  part  of  the  vanquished*  Aa 
this  victory  laid  open  the  communication  between 
the  metropolis  ana  the  northern  part  of  the  king- 
dom, so  the  successful  operations  of  the  king*s 
forces  in  the  village  of  Rothangan,  in  the  county 
of  Kildare,  from  which  the  rebels  were  dislodged 
with  a  loss  of  sixty  men,  produced  the  same  effect 
in  the  west.  Discouraged  by  these  repeated  defeats, 
a  rebel  force,  consisting  of  two  thousand  men, 
posted  on  an  eminence  called  Knockawlin-hill, 
under  a  chief  of  the  name  of  Perkins,  surrendere<l 
their  arms  on  the  31st,  and  disbanded,  on  being 
allowed  by  Lieutenant-general  Dundas  to  retire 
unmolested  to  their  habitations,  leaving  behind 
them  thirteen  cart-loads  of  pikes.  This  disposi- 
tion to  surrender,  which  a  sense  of  humanity>  and 
sound  policy  ought  to  have  encouraged,  wa« 
blasted  three  days  afterwards  by  military  ardour, 
which,  when  it  exceeds  the  salutary  restraint  of 
discipline,  and  is  exerted  against  an  unresisting 
object,  ceases  to  be  laudable.  Major-general  Sir 
James  Duff,  who  had  made  a  rapid  march  from 
Limerick,  with  six  hundred  men,  to  open  the  com** 
munication  to  the  metropolis,  received  intelligence 
of  a  large  body  of  men,  assembled  at  a  place 
called  Gibbit-rath,  on  the  Curragh,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  surrendering,  to  which  they  had  been 
admitted  by  General  Dundas.  Unfortunately,  as 
the  troops  advanced,  one  of  the  insurgents  dis- 
charged his  gun,  with  the  muzzle  upwards, 
swearing  that  he  was  determined  to  deliver  it 
empty.  The  soldiers  pretending  to  consider  this 
foolish  bravado  as  an  act  of  hostility,  fired  on 
the  unresisting  multitude,  who  fled  with  the 
utmost  precipitation,  and  were  pursued  with 
slaughter  by  a  company  of  feneible  cavalry, 
denominated  Lord  Jocelyn^s  f6x*hunters.  About 
two  hundred  of  the  insurgents  fell  upon  this  occa- 
sion, and  a  far  greater  number  would  have  shared 
their  fate  if  a  retreat  had  not  been  sounded  with 
all  possible  dispatch,  agreeable  to  the  instructions 
of  General  Dundas,  who,  foreseeing  the  possi- 
bility of  such  an  occurrence,  bad  done  all  in  his 
power  to  provide  against  itf 

While,  by  the  various  successful  operations 
of  the  loyalists,  the  communication  was  laid  open 
between  the  various  parts  of  the  kingdom  and  the 
capital,  which  had  for  some  days  actually  sus- 
tained a  species  of  blockade,  an  insurrectioa 
burst  out  in  a  part  of  the  kingdom  where  it  was 


*  Vide  "  A  Narrative  of  the  Apprehen8ioii«  Trial,  and  Execution,  of  Sir  Edward  William  Crosbie,  Bart,  in  which  tho 
innocence  of  Sir  Edfvard,  and  the  iniqoity  of  the  proceedings  against  him,  are  indobitably  and  dearly  proved." 

t  Vide  Gordon's  History  of  the  Rebellion  in  Ireland,  p.  100. 
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BOOK  U  least  expected,  and  in  a  few  days  the  county  of 

--*———  Wexfora  was  in  a  flame.    On  the  night  of  the 

OuAF.yill.  soni  of  May,  the  standard  of  rebellion  was  hoisted 

^^I|^^  between  Gorey  and  Wexford,  and  Father  John 

Mnrphy,  a  romish  priest,  of  Bonlavogue,  placed 

hhnself  at  the  head  of  the  insurgents.      This 

disgraceful  metamorphosis  was  frequently  made 

in  ^  times  now  under  consideration,  and  it  was 

BO  uncommon  occurrence,  to  find  men,  whose 

peculiar  duty  it  was  to  inculcate  the  principles  of 

peace,  assuming  the  habiliments  of  war,  and 

inciting  their  infatuated  Totaries  to  swell  the  ranks 

of  insurrection. 

Unfortunately  for  the   public  tranquillity, 

Eiyemment,  influenced  by  the  representations  of 
arl  Monntnorris,  had  not  placed  more  than  six 
hundred  troops  in  the  county  of  Wexford.  This 
force,  small  as  it  was^  might  httfe  sutBced,  had 
not  tiie  practice  of  flogging  and  half-hanging, 
which  was  resorted  to  in  tlds  as  well  as  oth^r 
districts,  driren  the  people  to  a  state  of  desper- 
ation, and  determined  them  to  take  part  in  the 
sanguinary  struggle  by  which  the  circungacent 
counties  were  at  that  moment  agitated.  On  the 
S7th  of  M^y,  being  Whit-Sunday,  two  large 
bodies  of  the  insurgents,  both  men  and  women, 
were  collected,  one  on  the  hill  of  Oulart,  mid- 
way between  Gorey  and  Wexford,  the  other  on 
Kilthomas-Hill,  an  inferior  ridge  of  Sljricve- 
Bevee  mountain,  about  nine  miles  west  of  Gorey. 
On  the  morning  of  the  9Tih,  a  body  of  yeo- 
men, not  exceeding  three  hundred,  attacked  the 
insurgents  on  the  hill  of  Kilthomas,  amounting  to 
from  two  to  three  thousiEUid,  and  commanded  by 
the  Rev.  Michael  Murphy,  a  romish  priest,  and 
who,  like  Father  John,  had  sufiered  himself  to  be 
drawn  into  this  insurrectionary  vortex.  The 
infantry  of  the  loyaUst  army,  flanked  at  a  consi- 
derable distance  by  the  cavalry,  advanced  intre- 
pidly up  the  hill,  when  tiie  rebel  force,  notwith- 
standing their  superior  numbers,  became  panic^ 
struck,  and  retreated  in  disorder,  leaving  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  their  companions  dead  on 
the  field.  The  assailants,  not  satisfied  with  a 
victory  so  honourable  to  tiirir  skill  and  courage; 
-  tarnished  the  laurels  of  the  day,  by  burning  two 
romish  chapels,  and  about  one  hundred  cabins 
and  farm-houses,  belonging  to  persons  of  that 
community,  in  their  line  of  march. 

Very  diflerent  from  the>  battle  of  Kilthomas 
was  the  result  of  another  action  fought  on  the 
same  day,  on  the  hill  of  Oulart,  and  where 
Father  John  Murphy  commanded  in  person.  A 
detachment  of  one  hundred  and  ten  chosen  men 
•f  the  North  Cork  militia,  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Foote,  marched  from 
Wexford,  and  attacked  tiie  rebels  on  the  south 
side  of  the  hill,  while  the  Shilmalier  cavalry  took 
a  circuitous  route  round  the  hill  on  the  left,  with 
the  intention  of  preventing  »  retroaiti  but  the 


efieCt  of  which  was  to  make  many  face  about  and 
attack  the  infantry,  who  would  otherwise  have 
decamped  on  the  approach  of  a  serious  engage- 
ment. The  insurgents,  finding  tlmr  retreat  cut 
ofi;  attacked  the  infantry  witii  an  impetuosity 
that  overthrew  all  opposition,  and  so  successful 
were  their  eflbrts,  that  the  whole  detachment  of 
the  North  Cork  militia  was  slain,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Colonel  Poote  and  four  of  bis  men ; 
while  the  loss  of  the  rebels  on  this  occasion  was  only 
three  men  killed  and  six  wounded.  The  body  of 
cavalry  which  had  alarmed  the  rebels  into  this  feat 
of  courage,  retreated  to  Gorey  as  soon  as  the 
fate  of  £e  infantrv  was  made  known  to  them, 
and  in  their  way  killed  some  old  men  who  had 
remained  in  their  houses,  and  several  unarmed 
stragglers. 

While   the   county   exhibited    a  scene  of 
distress    and   consternation — houses  in  flames, 
and  families  flying  on  all  sides  for  an  asylUm,  the 
body  of  rebels  under    Father    John    marched 
from   Oulartj    flushed  with  victory,    and  per- 
petually augmented  on  its  way  by  new  acces- 
sions.     Passing  through  Gamolin  and  Ferns, 
they  advanced  to  Enniscorthy,  and  that  place 
was  attadced  about  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  Monday^  the  28th  of  May,  by  a  rebel  force 
amounting  to  seven  thousand,  of  which  about 
eight  hundred  were  armed  with  muskets.    The 
town,  situated  on  both  banks  of  the  river  Slaney, 
was  garrisoned  by  about  two  hundred  and  ninety 
men,  consisting  of  militia  and  yeomen,  besides 
some  volunteers.      The  rebels,  driving  before 
them  a  number  of  horses  and  other  cattle,  to 
disorder  the  ranks  of  their  opponents,  a  stratagem 
of  ancient  warfare,  and  practised  by  other  bodies 
of  insurgents  at  Tara-hill  and  elsewhere,  made 
nn  irregular  but  furious  onset  at  the  Dufliy-gate, 
which  dislodged    their   adversaries   from  their 
station,  and  obliged  them,  after  a  few  discharges 
of  musketry,  to  retreat  to  the  Market-House. 
In  the  mean  time,  a  disorderly  fight  was  main- 
tained in  the  town,  which  was  rendered  untenable 
by  tiie  disaflected  part  of  the  inhabitants  setting 
fire  to  the  houses,    while  others  of  the  same 
description  stood  at  their  windows  and  fired  upon 
the  garrison.      The  assailants  in  a  short  time 
extended  themselves  along  the  northern  bank  of 
the  Slaney,  and  made  dispositions  to  ford  that 
river,  but  the  galling  fire  from  the  bridge,  which 
had  now  become  the  principal  point  of  defence, 
obliged  them  at  first  to  desist,  and  afterwards  ta. 
proceed  as  high  as  Blackstoops,  whence  they 
at  length  gained  the  opposite  shore.     Victory, 
which  had  fluctuated  for  three  hours,  and  had  in 
that  interval  frequentiy  induced  the  trembling 
inhabitants  alternately  to  hoist  the  orange  and  tlie 
greeny  now  took  her  stand  in  the  rebel  ranks^and 
the  military  having  no  cannon  to  support  them, 
were  %t  length  so  completely  ovarpowered  as  to 
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he  driTeD  to  the  necessity  of  soanding  a  retreat* 
In  these  circumstanoes,  it  was  proposed  to  Cap- 
tain Snowe'to  put  the  prisoners  in  the  castle  to 
death  before  the  town  was  finally  evacuated  ; 
bat  the  captain,  like  a  truly  brave  umn,  r^ected 
the  diabolical  proposal  with  scorn  and  abhor- 
rence. On  this  disastrous  occasion,  the  loss  of 
the  garrison,  including  volunteers,  amounted  to 
about  ninety,  among  whoifi  were,  Captain  John 
Pounden,  of  the  Ennisoorthy  supplementary  in- 
&ntry ;  Laeutenant  Hunt,  of  the  Enniscortby 
yeomen  ;  and  Lieutenant  Garden,  of  the  Scara- 
walsh  infantry.  The  loss  of  the  rebels  is  dif- 
Cerently  estimated,  but  the  probability  is  that  at 
least  three  hundred  of  them  fell  in  this  day^s 
eng»vement  Most  of  the  loyal  {inhabitants  of 
Enniscortby,  and  a  multitude  of  others,  who 
had  repaired  to  that  place  for  protection,  follow- 
ing the  route  of  the  military,  fled  through  the 
flames  towards  Wexford,  a  distance  of  eleven 
Irish,  or  fourteen  English  miles.  The  terror^ 
consternation,  and  distress  of  these  fugitives  is 
not  to  be  described — ^flying  for  their  lives  in  a 
confused  multitude,  without  distinction  of  rank, 
sex,  or  age,  almost  all  on  foot,  and  leaving  all 
their  efiects  in  the  bands  of  the  enemy  ;  and  some 
\\\%9  found  not  the  opportunity  of  escape,  were 
butchered  in  the  street^,  or  imprisoned,  and  re- 
served for  future  violence.*  It  is  proper  however 
to  observe,  injustice  to  the  rebels,  that  the  fair 
sex  was  respected,  even  by  those  who  did  not 
hesitate  to  commit  acts  of  robbery  and  murder, 
and  that  only  one  well-  authenticated  instance  is 
to  be  fow)d  of  a  female  being  injured  or  violated, 
oven  among  the  wives,  sisters,  and  daughters  of 
tiieir  greatest  enemies. 

The  next  movement  on  the  part  of  the  in- 
surgent force,  was  to  Vinegar-hill,  near  Ennis- 
cortby. While  they  halted  at  this  place  on  the 
29tb,  Mr.  John  Henry  Cololought  of  Batty teig, 
and  Mr.  Edward  Fitzgerald,  of  Newpark,  who, 
along  with  Sir.  Beauchamp  Bagnel  Harvey,  of 
Bargycastle,  had  previously  been  committed  by 
the  loyalists  to  the  prison  at  Wexford,  on  sus- 
picion of  having  favoured  the  rebel  «canse,  were 
dispatched  with  a  commission  to  endeavour  to 
prevail  un  them  to  disperse.  This  unpromising 
mission,  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  ientirely 
failed  ;  and  Mr.  Colclough  was  ordered  to  return 
to  Wexford,  while  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  detained 
by  the  enemy ;  and  so  prompt  were  the  rebels  in 
their  movements,  that  beferc  the  evening  of  the 
same  day,  their  advanced  guard  was  pushed 
forward  to  Three  Rocks,  within  three  mites 
of  Wexford,  and  fixed  upon  that  eminence  as 
one  of  tlieir  future  military  stations.  On  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  the  consternation  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Wexford  became  extreme :   sus- 


picion haunted  every  bosom  ;  and  as  a  measure  BOOK  II. 

of  precaution,  orders  were  issued  to  extinguish  

all  the  fires,  even  those  of  the  bakers,  and  to'CuAP.VIII. 
unroof  all  the  thatched  houses  in  the  town,  to  ^^'^■v^^*^ 
prevent  the  incendiary  operations  of  the  dis-  1798 
affected.  In  this  extremity,  multitudes  repaired 
for  refuge  on  hoard  the  ships  in  the  harbour  ;  the 
shops  were  all  shut,  and  many  of  the  affrighted 
inhabitants  sought  security  in  flight.  The  mili- 
tary force  at  this  time  in  Wexford  consisted  of 
three  hundred  of  the  North  Cork  militia,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Foole  ;  two  hundred  of  the 
Donegal  militia,  under  Colonel  Maxwell ;  and 
five  troops  of  yeomen  cavalry  ;  which,  with  two 
hundred  armed  inhabitants,  principally  roman 
catholics,  amounted  in  the  whole  to  about  twelve 
hundred  men.  The  command  of  this  force  de- 
volved, by  common  consent,  rather  than  by 
previous  appointment,  upon  Colonel  Watson,  of 
the  Shilmalier  cavalry,  who  had  formerly  filled 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colond  in  the  army,  and 
who  discharged  the  arduous  duties  of  his  present 
situation  with  activity  and  skill.  The  whole  of 
the  29th  was  employed  in  preparation  for  the 
expected  attack  of  the  rebel  force,  amounting  in 
number  to  at  least  fifteen  thousand  men,  and 
now  assembled  at  the  Three  Ro^ks  station.  In 
tlie  course  of  the  evening  of  that  day  it  was 
announced  to  the  garrison,  that  Gieneral  Fawcett 
was  marching  to  Wexford  from  the  fort  of 
Duncannon,  and  that  his  arrival  with  a  strong 
insinforcement  of  troops  might  be  Itourly  expect- 
ed. Tl)e  genera],  having  arrived  in  the  night  at 
Taghmon,  pushed  forward  a  detachment  of 
eighty-eight  men,  including  eighteen  of  the 
artiliery  with  a  howitzer,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Adams,  of  the  Meath  militia ;  but  this 
detachment  was  unfortunately  intercepted  on  the 
morning  of  the  30th,  near  the  camp  at  Ttiree 
Rocks,  and  after  a  sharp  engagement,  in  whidi 
a  majority  of  their  number  was  killed,  the  sur- 
vivors fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  along 
with  their  howitzer.  The  general,  who  had 
halted  in  the  mean  time  at  Taghmon,  on  receiv* 
]i)g  the  account  of  this  disastrous  affair,  retreated 
precipitately  towards  Duncannon,  leaving  the 
town  of  Wexford  to  its  fate.  The  defeat  of  this* 
detachment,  and  the  subsequent  retreat  of  the 
ibrce  under  General  Fawcett,  remained  unknown 
to  the  troops  in  Wexford  for  several  hours  ;  and 
Colonel  Maxwell,  acting  upon  the  supposition 
that  the  general  would  li^  able  to  take  the  rebels 
in  the  rear,  while  he  attacked  them  in  front, 
sallied  forth  from  the  town  on  the  morning  of 
the  30th,  takinjg  with  him  the  principal  part  of 
the  regular  force  at  that  time  in  the  garrison : 
but  this  operation  proved  altogether  unsuccessful, 
and  the  colonel  was  glad  to  ascure  his  retreat^ 


(\o.  17.) 


*  Gordon's  llistory  of  the  Rebellion  in  Ireland,  seoadd  edit  p.  116. 
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BOOK  1L  with   the    loss    of   Lieutenant- colonel   Watson 

—  killed,  and  two  privates  wounded. 

Cbap.VIII.  •  Qn  i\^Q  return  of  the  military  from  this  unfor- 
tunate enterprise,  a  council  of  war  was  hastily 
assembled,  at  which  it  was  determined  to  evacu* 
ate  the  town,  and  Mr.  Counsellor  Richards  and  his 
brother  were  appointed  to  proceed  to  the  enemy's 
camp,  for  the  purpose  of  informing  their  chiefs 
that  the  town  would  be  surrendered  into  their 
hands  without  further  resistance,  on  condition 
that  the  persons  and  property  of  the  inhabitants 
should  be  respected.  In  the  mean  time  the 
military,  without  apprising  the  inhal^itants  of 
their  intention,  had  commenced  their  retreat, 
taking  the  route  for  Duncannon  fort ;  and  ihe 
insurgents,  after  some  further  parley,  poured  into 
the  town  over  the  wooden  bridge  by  thousands, 
shouting,  and  exhibiting  every  mark  of  extravagant 
exultation.  Their  first  step  was  to  proceed  to 
the  prison,  from  whence  they  instantly  liberated 
Mr.  Harvey,  and  insisted  that  he  should  become 
their  commaDder.  The  inhabitants,  rendered 
hospitable  by  their  fears,  entertained  the  rebels 
with  great  profusion,  and  every  house  in  the 
town,  not  previously  deserted,  soon  became  deco- 
rated with  green.  After  various  scenes  of  dis- 
evdet  naturally  attendant  on  such  an  occasion, 
parties  were  dispatched  in  boats  to  bring  on 
shore  all  the  men,  arms,  and  ammunition,  they 
could  find  in  the  ships  and  other  vessels  in  the 
harbour.  Among  the  persons  brought  on  shore 
was  Mr.  Jphn  Boyd,  the  brother  of  Captain 
James  Boyd.  This  unfortunate  gentleman  being 
immediately  recognized,  he  was  piked  upon  the 
heach ;  and  a  butcher  of  the  name  of  George 
Sparrow,  who  had  in  some  way  rendered  himself 
obnoxious  to  these  sanguinary  wretches,  shared 
the  same  fate.  The  retreat  of  the  military  from 
Wexford  might  also  be'traced  in  blood.  Irritated 
by  their  recent  disasters,  and  suspecting  every 
man  not  dressed  in  military  uniform  -  to  be  a 
rebel,  they  pursued  the  unofiending- peasantry 
in  every  direction,  and  great  numbers  of  them 
fell  a  sacrifice  to  a  species  of  frenzy  that 
neither  military  discipline  nor  the  calls  of  huma- 
nity bad  suffiicient  force  to  restrain.      These 


acts  of  cold-blooded  and  unmaaly  cruelty 
resented  by  the  people  upon  the  stragglers  in 
the  retreat,  and  it  frequently  happened  that 
the  enraged  and  merciless  cottagers  embrued 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  such  of  the  sol* 
diers  as  had  remained  behind  the  main  body/ 
to  afford  assistance  to  their  wives  or  children  ! 

The  fatigue  occasioned  by  the  exertions  of 
the  day,  gave  to  the  inhabitants  pf  Wexford  a 
temporary  repose  on  the  night  of  the  30th,  which 
passed  in  comparative  tranquillity ;  but  early  oa 
the  morning  of  the  31st,  the  streets  were  again 
crowded,  and  the  confusion  and  plunder  of  the 
preceding  day  re-commenced.  The  insurgents 
were  much  discontented  with  the  inhabitants  for 
not  detaining  for  their  use  the  arms  and  ammii- 
nition  of  the  garrison,  as  the  whole  military 
store  of  the  camp  amounted  only  to  three  barrels 
of  gun-powder,  found  in  th^  barracks,  and 
some  hundred  cartridges,  with  a  few  small  caisks 
and  papers  of  powder  found  in  the  shops  and 
gentlemen^s  houses.  It  is  indeed  an  extraordi- 
nary fact,  that  the  insurgents  did  not  possess,  in 
the  whole  course  of  the  insurrection,  as  much 
gun-powder  as  would  be  deemed  necessary  by 
any  military  man  for  the  supply  of  a  single  battle^ 
and  that  their  gunsmen,  so  little  tised  to  warfare, 
never  retired  till  they  had  fired  their  last  charge. 

In  Wexford,  attempts  were  made  to  manu- 
facture gun-powder  to  supply  the  scarcity  of  that 
article,  but  these  experiments  failed,  for  though 
the  composition  produced  would  explode,  it  was 
not  of  sufficient  force  to  propel  the  ball. 

After  much  intreaty,  the  insurgent  force 
was  induced  to  move  out  of  the  town  and  encamp 
on  Windmill-hills,  where  they  divided  into  two 
bodies,  one  division  taking  the  road  to  Taghmon, 
and  the  other  directing  their  march  towards 
Gorey,  committing  on  Uieir  way  excesses,  from 
which,  ifi  a  time  of  tranquillity,  the  minds  of  the 
multitude  would  have  turned  with  abhorrence. 
After  the  main  body  had  quitted  the  town,  there 
still  remained  a  kind  of  rebel  authority  in  the 
place,  which  assumed  the  office  of  supplying  the 
camps,  and  issuing  proclamations.*  These  self- 
appointed    commissaries,    having    put    all   the 


*  PROCLAMATION. 
ERIN    GO    BRAGH! 

*'To  all  Trisbmen  and  soldiers  who  ivisb  to  join  their  brethren  in  arms,  assembled  for  the  defence  of  tbor  cotutrj, 
**  their  rights,  and  liberties. 

*^  We,  the  honest  patriots  of  our  couatrjr,  do  most  earnestly  intreatand  invite  you  to  join,  your  natural  Irish  slandai^. 
**  This  is  the  time  lor  Irishmen  to  shew  their  zeal  for  their  country's  good,  the  good  of  their  posterity,  and  the  natural 
^'  rights  and  liberties  of  Ireland.  Repair  then  to  the  camps  of  liberty,  where  you  will  be  generously  received,  and  amply 
*^  rewarded.  ^  We  know  your,  hearts  are  with  us ;  and  that  all  you  want  is  an  opportunity  to  desert  those  tyrants  who  wish. 
'*  to  keep  you  as  the  support  of  their  oppvsssive  and  hellish  schemes  to  enslave  your  country.  Done  at  Wexford  by  the 
••  nnaniniotts  yoWe  of  the  people,  14th  of  June,  179S."  u  qqD  SAVE  THE  PEOPLE.'* 

The  rebd  authorities  seem  to  have  dealt  very  sparingly  in  proclamations,  as  the  above,  and  a  kind  of  notice 
for  the  apprehension  of  "  James  Boyd,  Hawtry  White,  Hunter  Gowan,  and  Archibald  Hamilton  Jacob,  late  magistrates 
of  the  county  of  Wexford,"  are  the  oii]|y  documeats  of  that  kind  that  appear  to  hare  been  issued  in  the  name  of  the 
••  So? ereign  People."  • 
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necessaries  of  life  in  requisition^  began  to  search 
the  houses,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  this  survey, 
did  not  fail  to  plunder  them  of  every  article  that 
mi^ht  serve  to  administer  either  to  the  wants  of 
their  associates  or  to  their  own.  Great  abuses 
were  in  consequence  committed,  and  the  town 
and  neighbourhood  were  rescued  from  actual 
famine  only  by  the  intervention  of  a  number  of 
Ifentlemen  in  the  place,  who,  after  a  lapse  of  some 
days,  undertook  to  regulate  Ihe  distribution  of 
provisions.  The  office  of  military  commander 
of  the  town  was  now  confided  to  Captain 
Keugh ;  and  each  of  the  wards  had  a  company 
of  guards,  who  performed  the  garrison  duty  of 
the  place,  and  held  a  regular  morning  and  even- 
ing parade. 

The  insurrection  had  now  become  general 
throughout  the  country,  except  where  the  people 
were  kept  down  by  the  presence  of  the  military  : 
all  the  forges  both  in  the  town  and  country  were 
in  consequence  continually  employed  in  fa^ricat^ 
ing  pike-blades ;  and  timber  of  every  description, 
fit  for  handles,  was  procured  for  that  purpose 
wherever  it  conld  be  found.  At  the  same  time, 
four  oyster-smacks  were  fitted  out  in  the  harbour, 
and  manned  with  five  and  twenty  men  each,  to 
cruise  oflTtbe  bay,  and  to  bring  in  vessels  laden 
with  provisions,  to  supply  the  markets,  which 
were  totally  deserted  by  the  farmers.  All  specie 
seemed  to  have  vanished  during  the  insurrection, 
and  bank  notes  were  held  in  such  low  estimation, 
that  great  quantities  of  them  were  destroyed  in 
lighting  tobacco-pipes,  and  in  wadding  for  fire- 
locks. So  much  indeed  was  the  value  6t  paper 
money  depreciated,  and  of  specie  advanced,  that 
a  pound  of  beef  was  regularly  sold  in  the  market 
of  Wexford  for  one  penny  in  cash,  when  a  bank 
note  of  the  nominal  value  of  twenty  shillings 
wouM  not  purchase  the  same  weight  of  that 
commodity. 

While  the  southern  part  of  the  county  of 
Wexford  was  in  this  horrible  state  of  commotion, 
the  northern  baronies  towards  Gorey  were  all 
frightfully  agitated.  .The  retreat  of  the  yeomen 
cavalry  from  Oulart  to  Gk>rey,  early  on  the  morn- 
ing oi  the  27th  ofMay,  was  followed  by  multi- 
tudes of  people  hastening  to  the  town  for  protec- 
tion. As  Gorev  was  garrisoned  by  no  more  than 
thirty  of  the  North  Cork  militia,  and  a  number 
of  yeomen,  assisted  by  an  undisciplined  crowd, 
orders  were  issued  on  the  27tli  to  abandon  the 
town  at  five  o^clock  on  the  following  morning, 
and  to  retire  to  Arklow.  This  order  was  executed 
at  the  time  appointed,  but  previous  to  quitting 
the  town,  eleven  men,  suspected  of  disaffection 
to  the  government,  were  dragged  out  of  their 
beds,  and  shot  in  the  public  streets. 

On  the  morning  of  the  first  of  June,  the  beau- 
tiful little  town  of  Bunclody,  situated  three  miles 
northwest  of  Cnniscorthyi  vras  attad^  by  » 


detachment  of  rebels,  from  the  camp  at  Vinegar-  BOOK  II; 

hill,  amounting  to  about  five  thousand  in  number,  • 

and  commanded  by  Father  Kern,  a  man  of  extra-  Ohip.VIII, 
ordinary  stature,  strength,  andferocity.  The  gar-  ^"^T^C^T^ 
risen,  including  yeomen  and  volunteers,  consisted  *79q 
of  about  five  hundred,  of  whom  three  hundred 
were  militia,  under  Colonel  Lestrange,  of  the 
king's  county  regiment.  After  a  sharp  engage- 
ment, during  which  the  loyalists  were  at  one  time 
obliged  to  quit  the  town,  the  rebels  were  at 
length  defeated,  with  a  loss  of  about  two  hundred 
slain,  while  the  loss  on  the  side  of  the  victors 
amounted  only  to  two  privates.  This  .victory  waa 
of  no  small  importance,  as  a  different  result  would 
have  opened  a  way  for  the  Wexfordian  rebels  into 
the  coninty  of  Carlow,  the  rising  of  whose  inha- 
bitants to  co-operate  with  those  of  Wicklow  and 
Kildare,  already  in  arms,  must,  in  the  existing 
circumstances  of  the  country,  have  given  great 
embarrassment  to  government. 

-  Hills  of  commanding  prospect  were  always 
chosen  by  the  rebels  for  their  camps  or  posts, 
and  from  this  circumstance  the  camp  at  Vinegar- 
hill  became  permanent  during  the  existence  of 
the  insurrection  in  the  county  of  Wexford. 
These  stations  were  destitute  of  tents,  except  a 
few  for  their  chiefs,  and  the  people  remained  in 
the  open  air,  in  vast  multitudes,  men  and  women, 
promiscuously,  some  lying  covered  with  blankets 
at  night,  and  others  destitute  of  all  covering, 
except  the  scanty  clothing  worn  by  them  in  the 
day.  This  mode  of  warfare  was  favoured  by  the 
continued  fine  weather,  and  numbers  of  them  pro- 
nounced with  oracular  confidence,  that  not  a  drop 
of  rain  would  fall  till  the  existing  government 
was  destroyed,  and  the  dominion  of  Ireland  was 
committed  to  better  hands.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  serenity  of  the  elements — ^so  opposite  to  the 
conflicting  passions  by  which  unhappy  Ireland 
was  at  this  period  agitated,  enabled  the  fugitive 
loyalists,  whom  the  ruthless  hand  of  interned  dis- 
cord  had  deprived  of  their  habitations,  to  repose 
without  injury  to  their  health  under  the  open 
canopy  of  heaven.  In  nothing  was  the  rebel 
force  more  irregular  than  in  the  cooking  of  their 
provisions ;  many  of  them  cut  pieces  at  random 
out  of  cattle  scarcely  dead,  without  vraiting  to 
flay  them,  and  roasted  the  steaks  on  the  point 
of  their  pikes,  together  vrith  the  part  of  the  hide 
that  adhered  to  them.  The  heads  of  cattle» 
which  were  seldom  eaten,  were  left  to  rot  on  tto 
surface  of  the  ground,  as  well  as  large  portions 
of  the  dead  carcases,  a  practice  which  must  sooq^ 
have  added  the  miseries  of  pestilence  to  the  hor- 
rors of  civil  war. 

The  station  chosen  by  the  rebels,  whien  they 
directed  their  force  towards  Oorey,  was  the  hill 
of  Corrigrua,  seven  miles  to  the  south  west  of 
that  toMm.  A  considerable  detachipent  from  that 
station  was  sent  to  take  possession  <^  the  little 
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BOOK  II.  village  of  Ballycannoo,  four  miles  to  the  south 

• of  Gorey ;  and  having  effected  this  operation, 

CuAP.VIIl.  they  advanced,  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  June, 
^^•"^^•^r^^^  to  the  hill  of  Baliytoanaan,  where  they  were  met 
1798  and  totally  routed  by  the  garrison  of  Gorey.  In 
this  engagement,  as  in  all  others  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  rebellion,  the  rebels  elevated  their 
guns  so  much,  that  the  balls  passed  over  th§ 
heads  of  their  antagonists,  and  to  this  cause  in 
part  is  to  be  attributed  the  great  disparity  of  loss 
oetwecB  the  contending  forces.  In  the  affair  of 
Ballymanaan,  the  number'of  slain  on  the  part  of 
the  rebels  exceeded  sixty,  while  theking*s  forces 
bad  only  three  privates  wounded. 

An  interesting^oceurrence,  that  will  find  its 
way'to  the-heart  of  every  man  of  feeling,  is  nar- 
rated^bythe  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon,  as  descriptive  of 
the  state  of  tho'country  at  that  distracted  period  : 
*^  Two  yeomen  {says  he)  coming  to  a  brake,  or 
clump  of  bushes,  and  observim^a  small  motion, 
as  if  some  persons  virere  hiding  there,  one  of  them 
fired  into  the  bush,  iind  the  shot  was  answered 
by  a  most  piteous  and  loud  screech  of  a  child. 
I'be  other  ^yeoman  was  then  urged  by  his  com- 

{lanion  to  fire ;  but  lie  being  a  gentleman,  and 
ess  ferocious,  instead  of  firing,  commanded  the 
concealed  persons  to  appear,  when  a  poor  woman 
and  eight  children,  almost  naked,  one  of  whom 
was  very  severely  wounded,  came  tremhiing  from 
the  brake,  where  they  had  secreted  themselves 
for  safety  !^* 

The  rebel  force  at  Ballycaunoo  remained 
fr^ra  the  1st  to  the  4th  of  June  in  a  state  of  unac- 
countable inactivity  ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  the 
long-expected  army  under  Major-general  Loftus 
arrived  at-^orey.  The  sight  of  fifteen  hundred 
troops,  well-appointed,  and  provided  with  five 
pieces  of  artillery, -filled  every  loyal  breast  with 
confidence,  and  promised  the  total  dispersion  of 
the  rebel  force  in  this  quarter.  The  plan  of  ope- 
rations was  to  march  the  array  in  two  divisions; 
by  different  roads,  to  the  post  of  Corrigrua,  and 
to  make  a  combined  attack  upon- the.  enemy.  The 
army  being  put  in  march,  the  first  division  under 
General  £oftus,  and  (he  second  under  Colonel 
Walpole,  proceeded  by  their  appointed  rentes 
towards  the  enemy's  camp.  It  happened,  4iow- 
ever,  by  a  strange  coincidence,  that  the  rebel  force 
had  quitted  Corrigrua  on  the  same  day,  and 
aboutlh^same  hour,  that  the  king^s  forces  had 
left  Gorey,  and  in  their  advance  towards  that 

?lace,  met  the  division  under  Colonel  Walpole,  at 
^ubemeering.  An  action  instantly  commenced, 
and  the  rdieh  pouring  a  tremendous  fire  from  the 
fields,  on  both  sides  of  the  road*  into  the  ranks  of 
the  loyalists,  they  were  thrawn  into  disorder,  and 
the  eoioBel  himself  shot  dead  upon  the«pot.  His 
Iroops,  being  thus  left  vrithout  a  leader,  commeno-* 
ed  a  disorderly  retreat,  and  their  cannon,  con- 
sisting of  two  six-pounders  and  a  small  piece  of 


ordnance,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  ,  Fol- 
lowing up  their  success,  the  rebels  pursued  the 
retreating  array  to  Gorey ;  and  the  unfortunate  in- 
habitants, who  a  few  minutes  before  had  consi- 
dereil  themselves  in  .a  state  of  perfect  security, 
were  obiiged  to  fiy  with  the  retreating  array  to 
Arklow.  While  Colonel  Wal|>ole's  division  was 
engaged  with  the  enemy.  General  Lioflns  de- 
tached seventy  men  to  his  assistance;  but  this 
smsdl  detachment  tras  intercepted  by  the  rel>els, 
and  almost  all.  either  taken  or  killed.  Mean- 
white  the  general,  finding  that  the  rebels  had 
posted  themselves  on  the  hill  4>f  Gorey,  and 
ctinceiving  that  he  could  not  attack  them  in  that 
position  with  any  prospect -of  success,  retreated 
first  to  Carnew,  and  subsequently  (o  Tallow,  in 
the  county  of  Carlow,  leaving  the  whole  of  the 
northerfi  part  of  the  county  of  Wexford  in  pos- 
session of  tiie  insurgents. 

While  on&  division  of  the  Wexfordian  army, 
under  Father  John  Murphy,   were  thus  prose- 
cuting their  victorious  career  in  the  noKb  ;  the 
ether  division, tinder  Beauchamp  Bagnel  Harvey, 
advanced  to  the  west  for  the  purpose  of  attacking 
New  Ross,  afid  took  uj)  their  station  on  Carrtck- 
byrne  hill,  within  six  miles  of  that  place.     From 
Carrickbyrne  t!iey  advanced  on  the  4th  of  June 
to  Corbet- bill,  an- eminence  about «  mile  and  a 
half  from  Ross,   and  formed  on  its  summit  with 
some  appearance  of  regularity.     Buttlie  capture 
of  the  town,  vnas  an  object 'Of  considerable  -diffi- 
culty, as  the  garrison,    which  was  commanded 
by  Major-general  Johnson,  consisitedof  twelve 
hundred  efiective  men,  exclusive  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yeomen,  who  had  been  for  some  time 
prepared  for  the  attack,  and  were  all  judiciously 
stationed.    About  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
tiie  5th,    thirty  thousand   insurgents    ad^ranced 
against  the  town,  in  an  irregular  manner,  uUer« 
ing  hideous  yells  :   of  this  motley  phalanx  about 
one- fourth  part  weretirmed  with  muskets,  and 
the  remainder    with  ])ike$,    ia  addition  to  four 
small  field- pieces,  and  n  few  swivds.      One  of 
the  croyrd,  waving  a  handkerchief  in  hisiiaml^ 
preceded  the  rest,  and  was  the  bearer  of  a  sum- 
mons from  the  rebel  ^commander  to  the  garrison 
to  surrender,    but  from  a  species  of  incompre- 
hensible   policv,    he  was    shot    dead  before  he 
readied  the   place,   and    Iris  summons  was  not 
found  till  the  fate  of  the  day  was  decided.    The 
rebels  having  marched  up  to  the  place  with  great 
bra  very  ,(*drove  in  the  advanced  guard,  and  took 
possession  of  the  alarm  post.     The  first  onset 
wa^furious,  btH  they  were  repulsed  at  the  Three- 
bullet  gate,  and  <diarged  with  impetuosity  by  a 
detachment  of  the  fifth  dragoons :    they,  how- 
ever, instantly  rallied,  and  seized  on  a  piece  of 
artillery  which  they  immediately  turned  against 
the  troops.       Having  succeeded  in  tliis  enter- 
prise, they  entered  the  towa  in  great  foroc^  and 
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Bot^iihstiniling  cannron    tvere   planted    ^t  the 
er^s  tailed)  so  as  to  sweep  the  streets  a9  th^y 
advanced,*  yet  8U(*i  Were  tlie  tmght  and  impe- 
tuosity of  the  eolumn  formed  by  the  assaihuits^ 
that  the  main  body  of  the  garrisoiV,  overpowered 
by  numbers,  and  inttmidated  also  perhaps  by  tbe 
late  successes  of  the  rebels,  Ked  orei-  the  bridge 
With  great  precipitation,  to  the  right  bank  of  the 
Barrow,  taking  the  road  to  iQlkeniny.    The  ootia* 
inandlng  officer,  who  had  serv^  daring  the  war 
on    the  Trans -atlantte  cotttioeikit,  indignant  at 
beholding  the  snccess  of  the  revolters,  and  the 
sudden  panic  of  his  own  troOps,  rode  up  to  the 
fugitives,  and  demanded  if  they  meant  to  forsake 
their  leader  and  their  country  ?     Being  received 
With  three  cheers,  he  placed  himself  at  thc^ir 
head  and  advanced  towards  the    Three-bullet 
'l^ate,  vrtiere  a  post  was  stiH  maintained  b^  fh& 
£n^)sh.    Having  thus  re-anfimated  his  taaen,  'he 
lidv^nced  agpiinst  the  dissips^ed  eolumii  of  i\i^ 
enemy ;    and  that  nothing  might  be  minting  to 
%eeure  the  fortune  of  the  day,  he  Contrived  to 
^tfrn  their  tear,  at  tIKe  same  time  maliMitig  the 
ti^ndhes  on  the  ontside  so  far  as  to  pk»eVent  the 
arrival  <tf  rehrforcements.t     The  •assailanfs,  vWiO 
iHid  not  Improved  ^eir  first  advantage,  hiit  <«oti*- 
^Bomed  that  time  In  drunkenness  and  plunder 
which  the^  ottght  to  have  employed  in  securing 
their  victory,  were  now  dispersed  and  overcome-; 
and  as  raw   troops  can  never  be  rallied,  th^ 
^efresFted  wHh  the  utteost  speed,  Ikst  to  Oorbet, 
«iY»d   then   to    Caiviricbvi^ife'hiUs,   leaving   two 
thousand  six  huhdred  deistd  behind  them.    Nor 
^as  this  signal  succe^  obtained  by  their  adver- 
saries trifhout  loss,  for  Lord  Mouritjoy,  colonel 
Kif  the  Dublin  militia,  fell  in  €be  fir^  onset^  and 
4n  the  coarse  of  the  battle,  which  was  of  tdh 
-faoufrs  duration,  one  etasign,  totir  sergeants,  aifd 
%ighty*four  of  the  king's  troops.  Were  killed,  and 
'one -Clip tain,  atid  fifty-seven  meii,  Wounded. 

The  day  aft^r  the  Victory  df  New  HosS, 
%evisi1il  of  the  thatched  houses  that  remained 
tinburnt,  being  the  only  places  in  iWhieh  the  rebels 
^odld  take  refuge,  w^re  closely  'searched,  and 
<iiot  a  man  discovered  in  them  Wais  left  alive, 
^ther  houses  of  the  same  descrirption  were  set 
fOn  fire,  though  so  crowded  with  the  disaffected 
that  the  corpses  of  the  suffocated  within  them 
'^K>uld   not   fall   to   the  ground,   but  remained 


crowded  together  in  an  upright  posture,  until  BOOK  IH 
♦hey  were  taken  out  to  be  interred.  |  — - 

The  alliance  of  cowardice  and  cruelty  can-  Chap.VIIL 
not  perhaps  be  more  strongly  exemplified  tlian  ^"^1^!^^^ 
in  some  of  the  transactions  of  the  5th  of  Jcine.  * '^* 
Some  <}{(s^4ird)y  rebels^  Who  had  not  daned  'to 
hazard  their  persons  in  the  battle  of  Ross,  titmed 
their  fury  against  objiects  equaHy  void  of  crinri<i' 
Ikality^  and  incapable  of  resistance.  i>UTingthe 
Encampment  of  the  rebels  at  Carrietdbyrve-hiir^ 
a  party  of  them  Were  posted  at  SciiUabogue, 
Within  half  a  mile  of  the  camp,  where  a  bafm^ 
thrrty-ibur  feet  long,  and  fifteen  feet  wide,  had 
been  'converted  iifto  a  gaol  for  the  ooofinement  of 
their  prisoners.  In  this  horrible  lieeeptacle 
Were  immured  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  pri** 
soners,  both  eathoiics  ^md  protestants,  but 
chi^y  of  the  protestant  persuasicai.  Whea 
the  rebel  army  began  to  /give  way  at  Ross,  e/at 
^i^pross  was  sent,  hut  by  whom  it  is  not  ascer^ 
tained^  to  pfift  the  prisoftcTS  to  death.  This  sMi* 
gtiinary  mafrdate,  John  Murphy,  the  <Kiptein  of 
the  rebel  4^uanrd,  refusimg*  to  «bey,  it  was  fspeated 
aglaAu  and  a*gain ;  till  at  length  the  rebels  set 
&^e  to  the  barn.  White  the  wretched  prisonera^ 
4Donsisting  of  men,  womi^n,  and  children,  tfbriefcinig 
Und  <^iii$  out  for  tia^cy,  crowded  to  the  back 
door  of  their  prison,  whicli  they  fenrced  open  for 
the  purpose  orf  admitting  air,  or  of  %ffi»eting  their 
escape ;  'but  the  merciless  assassins,  some  rof 
Whom  coivtinued  to  feed  the  flames  by  oasttni^ 
straw  and  Other  combustihfe  matter  into  the  barn^ 
)>lked  or  shot  the  victims  as  they  appeared -itt 
succession  atihe  door;  till  at  length  tbehr  moans- 
tend  cvies  j^radiiflflly 'subsided  in  the:siience  <of 
-death,  and  every  soul  in  the  prison  p^nshed."^ 
It  is  propefr  to  naeiilion  here,  that  the''bodies4>f  the 
iitifortunute  sufferers  who  perished  in  this  indis«- 
criminate  massacre,  were  buried  by  a  subscrip'- 
tion  raised  hy  the  i<ebel  chiefs,  and  that  -Mi^ 
iiarvey,  their  commafnder,  issued  aproolanyation 
on  the  following  day,  denouncing  the  punish^ 
men't  of  dedth  against  ^'  any  "person  or  persons, 
who  should  take  upon  them  to  kill  or  murdi^ 
any  person,  or  prisoner,  birm  «ny  house,  or 
-commit  any  plunder,  without  special  written 
orders  from  the  commander-in-ehief.*^|| 

The  rebel  troops,  dissatisfied  with  the  mi*- 
litsry  conduct  of  the  general,  'Harvey,  oppoiikieA 


*  It  has  been  corifidently  assetted,  that  a  barber  among  the  tnsurgmta,  either  amieqttaiiited  with  the  nsture  4t 
artillery,  or  rendered  iDseostble  to  f^ar  by  iDfojneation,  ersmmed  his  hat  and  wig  ibto  the  mouCh  of  a  ctfnnon,  and  cried  ot|t 
lid  his  eompanions,  **  Come  ob,  nty  boys,  her  mouth  is  stopped  ^"  but  the  gunner,  by  the  i^tioatlonof'biS'BiaiGh,  soon, 
conr inced  him  of  his  error. 

f  Sir  Richard 'MusgraTe's  Mettioirs  of  the  Rebellions  in  Ireland,  p.  41  h 

i  H^'s  History  of  the  InsnrreetiQn  ia  the  Coanty  of  WoK^Nrd,  p.  1^. 

§  Evidence  of  Richard  Silvester  on  the  Trial  of  Phelim  Pardy. 

.     .n.  See  Prodamation  signed  B.  B«  fiarrey,  .eoyioler<>iv||ne4-Franfis-Breeni  Sec.  and'A^j.  .dated  Jone^$,  (7&8;  a 
(No.  17.)  -d^ 
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BOOK  IL  Father  Philip  Roche  his  successor :  but  what-* 

"" -^ ever  might  have  been  the  military  talents  of  this 

ChatA  III,  new  commander,  his  activity  was  not  conspicuous  ; 
^l.'C?*^  for  seven  days  after  the  battle  of  Ross  he  re- 
mained OB  tiie  hill  of  Lacken,  without  having 
undertaken  any  operation  of  importance,  while 
bis  troops  continued  to  regale  themselves  on  the 
slaughtered  cattle  and  with  the  liquors,  which 
were  procured  in  plenty  from  the  country  in 
4heir  possession. 

Nor  was  this  state  of  unaccountable  inac* 
'tivity  confined  to  the  army  of  General  Rocbe< 
After  the  defeat  of  Colonel  Walpole's  divi- 
sion at  Tubberneering,  on  the  4th  of  June,  the 
army  under  Father  Michael  Murphy,  instead  of 
advancing  to  Arklow,  and  pushing  forward  with 
•ohtinually  increasing  numbers  to  the  capiUli 
where  many  thousands  were  waiting  to  take 
up  arms,  in  their  favour,  spent  their  time  in 
burning  the  town  of  Carnew,  and  plundering 
the  houses  in  the  circumjacent  country.  At 
length,  collecting  their  force  at  Gorey>  they 
advanced  to  the  attack  of  Arklow,  on  the 
9th,  the  first,  day  in  which  that  post  had  been 
prepared  for  defence.  Their  numbers  amounted 
to  from  twenty  to  thirty  thousand  men,  of  whom 
nearly  five  thousand  were  armed  with  guns ;  the 
rest  being  principally  armed  with  pikes,  exhi<p 
bited,  in  some  points  of  view  as  they  advanced  te 
the  attack,  the  appearance  of  a  moving  forest. 
This  army  was  supported  by  two  six-pounders, 
formerly  taken  from  the  regulars,  and  preoeded 
by  an  advanced*guard  composed  of  horse  and 
foot.  All  their  motions  were  evidently  intended 
to  out-flank  and  overpower  the  garrison,  which 
was  commanded  by  General  Needbam,  and  con« 
sisted  of  dragoons,  fencibles,  and  yeomen, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  sixteen  hun- 
dred men,  part  of  whom  had  been  brought 
from  Publin  to  Arklow  in  jaunting  cars,  and 
other  carriages,  put.  in  requisition  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  attack,,  whif^h  commenced  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  continued  for  up- 
wards of  two  hours,  was,  as  usual,  fierce  and 
irregular ;  but  the  steady  continuance  and  inces- 
sant fire  of  the  troops,  together  with  the  destruc- 
tion occasioned  by  tlie  cannon,  rendered  all  their 
efforts  abortive,  and  they  were  never  able  to 
penetrate  into  the  place.  One  body  was  soon 
defeated,  and  charged  by  the  cavalry  under 
Colonel  Sir  Watkin  Wiiliaras  Wynne,  who  ap« 
pears  to  have  given  no  quarter ;  but  the  other, 
which  bad  advanced  to  the  side  of  the  Charter- 


Sdionl,  and  was  led  by  the  rebel  chief,  made  m 
number  of  successive  bii^t  abortive  attacks  on  a 
barricade,  whence  they  were  driven  by  showers 
of  musketry  and  grape-shot.  At  length  Father 
Michael,  after  haranguing  his  followers,  ad-  ' 
vanoed  with  a  standard  on  which  a  cross  had 
been  emblazoned,  but  though  he  bad  represented 
himself  to  be  invulnerable,  he  was  killed  by  a 
cannon  shot,  on  which  his  troops  instantly  dis- 
persed, and  retreated,  about  eight  o'clock  at  nighty 
in  a  disorderly  manner,  towards  Coolgrency.*  .- 

This  battle,  though  not  altogether  the  most 
bloody,  was  perhaps  the  most  important  of  tlie  re- 
volutionary war,  since  it  probably  decided  the  fate 
of  Ireland.  As  the  rebels  were  not  pursued,  their 
loss  was  not  accurately  ascertained,  but  it  could 
not  amount  to  .  less  than  three  or  four  hundred^ 
while  the  loss  of  the  Durham  fencibles,  under 
Coloue)  Skerret,  which  supported  the  weight 
of  the  action,  was  only  twenty  privates  kiUed 
and  wounded. 

After  the  defeat  of  the  rebels  at  Arklow,  the 
insurgent  ^rn^y*  now  placed  under  the  command 
of  General  Byrne,  and  anxiously  awaiting  the 
long  promised  succours  from  Franoe,  retreated 
to  Limerick-hill,  where  they  meditated  an  attack 
on  Hacketstown,  but  the  approach  of  General 
Liake  compelled  them  to  abandon  that  design, 
and  to  commence  their  retreat,  on  the  20th|  for 
Vinegar-hiU. 

The  army  under  General  Needbam  moved 
from  Arklow  to  Gorey,  on  the  10th,  and  from 
thence  towards  Enniscortby,  on  the  20th,  for  the 
purpose  of  co-operating  with  others  of  his 
miyesty>  forces  in  a  plan  formed  by  General 
Lake,  for  surrounding  the  rebel  station  at  Vine- 
gar-hill. For  this  purpose  different  armies 
moved  at  the  same  time,  from  various  quarters — 
that  under  Lieutenant-general  Dundas,  from 
Baltinglass;  another  under  Majors-general  Sir 
James  Duff,  and  Loftus,  from  TuUow ;  that  from 
Arklow,  under  General  Needbam,  and  a  fourth 
from  Ross,  under  Majors-general  Johnson  and 
Eustace.  Themarchofthearmy  from  Ross  served 
to  surprise  the  rebel  bands  under  Father  Philip 
Roche,  on  Lacken-hill,  who  fled  in  the  utmost 
confusion  on  the  approach  of  the  king's  troops^ 
leaving  their  tents,  and  a  great  quantity  of  plun- 
der. This  army  separated  into  two  bo<Iies,  one 
of  which  directed  its  march  to  Wexford,  and  the 
other  to  Vinegar-hiU,  where  the  Wexibrdian  in- 
surgents were  concentrating  their  force. 

This  famous^  eminence,'  with  the  town  of 


*  Father  Michael  Murphy,  pri^ist  of  BaHycaonoo,  bad  been  supposed  by  his  fnllowers  to  be  proof  ag^ainat  all  kinds 
of  weapons,  and  even  to  be  impervious  to  cannon  shot.  To  favour  this  delusion,  he  frequently  exhibited  mnsket-balis, 
which  he  said  he  caught  io  his  hands,  as  they  flew  from  the  gdtis  of  ^tbe  enemy !  Some  soldiers  of  ihe  ancient  Britisii 
rei^ent,  says  Mr.  Gordon,  cut  open  the  dead  body  of  Father  Michael,  af\er  the  battle  of  Arklow,  took  out  his  heart, 
roasted  his  body,  and  oiled  their  boots  with  the  gr^^ase  which  droppied  from  it !  And  Mr.  George  Taylor,  in  his  Historical 
Acc<iunt  of  thf  Wexfordi'ah  Rebellion,  adds,  that  Lord  -Motttitnorris  ordeie<l  the  dead  body  of  Murphy  to  be  thrown  iftto  % 
house  that  was  buraiug,  exclaiming  at  the  same  tifli»— **  Let  Att  body  go  where  hU  soul  U  P* 
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Eiinbcorthy,  at  its  foot,  and  the  country  fy>^  J^^Oy 
miles  in  circumference,  had  been  in  possessiOJj  of 
the  rebels  ever  since  the  28th  of  May,  during 
which  period,  continual  apprehension  of  deathhad 
attended  the  hapless  loyalists,  who  had  not  suc-i 
ceeded  in  effecting  their  escape.  Wherever  they 
were  found  they  were  seized,  and  some  of  them 
put  to  death  on  the  spot,  but  others  were  dragged 
to  Vinegar-hiil,  where,  after  a  sham  trial,  often 
without  the  form,  they  were  shot,  or  transfixed 
with  pikes,  and  many  of  them  barbarously 
scourged  before  their  execution.  The  exact 
number  of  them  thus  butchered  on  this^ fatal  spot, 
it  is  not  possible  to  state,  but  it  appears,  from 
unquestionable  docimients,  that  ^at  least  one 
hundred  human  beings  were  immolated  weekly, 
at  this  sanguinary  shrine  of  religious  rancour 
and  political  animosity. 

The  army  commanded  to  march  from  differ* 
ent  quarters,  to  surround  the  rebel  post  at  Vine- 
gar-hill, consisted,   in    the    whole,    of   a  force 
amounting  to  about  thirteen  thousand  effective 
men,  with  a  formidable  train  of  artillery.     With 
such  a  strength,  judiciously  directed,  the  whole 
insurgent  army,  estimated  at  twenty  thousand, 
might  have  been  taken  or  destroyed.     The  mode 
of  attack  adopted  on  this  occasion,  was  well  caU 
culated  to  affright  new  levies,   always  diffident 
of  themselves,   and  in    continual  apprehension 
pf  being  surrounded.     The  troops  being  divided 
into  four  distinct  columns,  advanced,  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  21st,  against  the  insurgents,  while 
a  fifth,  under  General  Johnson,  having  carried  the 
town  of  Enniscorthy,  scaled  the  heights  in  differ* 
ent  directions.     But  notwithstanding  these  for- 
midable preparations,  the  revolters  were  enabled, 
from  the  strength  of  their  position,  to  defend  the 
line,  during  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  it  was  not 
till  they  were  out-flanked,  and  nearly  surrounde.d, 
that  they  ffave  way,  leaving  behind  them  thirteen 
light  field-pieces  :  as  intestine  are  always  more 
bloody  than  foreign  wars,  the  slaughter  was  im- 
mense, for  no  quarter  seems  to  have  been  given 
upon  this  occasion,  and  those  who  escaped  the 
musket,  when  overtaken,  perished  by  the  bayonet ; 
whilst  so  insignificant  was  the  loss  on  the  part  of 
the  king^s  troops,    that  not  above  one  hundred 
were  either  killed  or  wounded.'  The  only  person 
in  the  rebel  ranks,  of  any  note,  who  fell  upon- this 
occasion,  was  Father  Clinch,  a  priest  of  Ennis- 
eorthy.  who  was   singled  out  on  account  of  his 
large  white  horse,  huge  scymetar,  and  broad  cross 
belts.       The  action  itself  was  less  bloody  than 
might  have  been  supposed,  as  the  troops  under 
General  Needham,    being    unable  to  reach  the 
position  assfc^ned  them,  left  an  opening  through 
whieh  the  rebels  retreated,  and  which  from  that 
cireumstanee  was  ludicrously  called  '^  Needham* s 


gap,^^    Through  this  opening  an  immense  column  BOOK  IL 

retreated  by  the  east  side  of  the  Slaney,  part  of* 

which  entered  Wexford ;  wl^ile  another,  and  more  Chap.VIU. 
numerous  detachment,  headed  by  the  chiefs,  Mur-  ^""^yj^a^ 
phy  a.nd  Roche,  reached  the  Three  Rocks,  and 
having  held  a  hasty  council  of  .war,  marched 
across  the  mountains  to  the  county  of  Kilkenny. 
Excesses,  as  might  be  expected  in  such  a  state  of 
/  affairs,  were  committed  by  the  soldiery,  partk^u- 
larly  by  the  Hessian  troops,  who  co-operated  with 
the  British  on  this  occasion,  and  who  made  no 
distinction  between  loyalists  and.  rebels.  The 
most  remarkable  act  of  this  kind  was  the  setting 
fire  to  a  house  which  had  been  used  as  a  hospital 
for  the  rebels,  wherein  a  number  of  men,  fourteen 
at  least,  who  by  wounds  and  sickness  were 
unable  to  escape  from  the  flames,  were  burnt  to 
ashes;  but  as  a  palliation  of  this  sanguinary 
enormity,  it  is  said,  on  the  authority  of  the  sur- 
geon, that  the  firing  of  the  hospital  was  not  inten- 
tional, but  accidental,  the  bed-clothes  having 
been  set  on  fire  by  the  wadding  of  the  soldiers* 
^uns,  who  were  shooting  the  patients  in  their 
beds  !* 

The  town  of  Wexford  was  relieved  on  the 
same  day  as  Enniscorthy.  Brigadier-general 
Moore,  whose  troops  had  QU  the  preceding  day 
fought  and  vanquished  a  rebel  force  of  five  or 
six  thousand  men  at  Goffs-bridge,  near  Hore- 
iown,  received,  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  a 
proposal  from  the  inhabitants  of  Wexford  to 
surrender  the  town,  and  to  return  to  their  alle- 
giance, provided  he  would  guarantee  their  lives 
and  property.  This  proposal  General  Moore 
felt  it  his  duty  to  transmit  to  General  Lake,  and 
marching  directly  for  Wexford,  he  stationed  bis 
army  within  a  mile  of  that  pltvce. 

The  loyalists  of  Wexford,  like  those  of 
Enniscorthy,  had,  since  the  fall  of  that  place  into 
the  hands  of  the  insurgents,  been  in  a  state  of 
incessant  apprehension  and  suffering.  Of  this 
description  of  persons  two  hundred  and  sixty 
were  confined  m  the  goal  and  other  places  of 
imprisonment,  while  the  rest  were  prisoners  m 
their  own  houses,  under  perpetual  dread  of  being 
shot,  piked,  or  famished.  Several  of  the  leaders 
of  the  rebellion  exerted  their  utmost  endeavours 
to  prevent  violence  being  offered  to  the  prisoners, 
but  there  were  others  of  their  number  that  insti- 
gated, ri^ther  than  restrained  the  sanguinary 
dis]>osition  of  the  rabble.  Of  the  latter  aescripr 
tion  appears  to  have  been  Thomas  Dixon,  (the 
brother-in-law  of  General  Edward  Roche)  who^ 
from  a  captain  of  a  trading  vessel,  had  become  a 
chief  in  the  rebel  army.  This  Hibernian  Rqbes- 
pierre,  like  his  French  prototype,  would  probar 
bly,  in  case  of  success,  have  endeavoured  to  wade 
to  eminence  Uirough  seas  of  blood.    During  tbe 


*  Vid«  Gordoa*s  History,  p.  173. 
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BOOK  II  occupation  of  the  toi^en  by  the  revblters,  a  general 

slaughter  of  the  prisoners  was  twice  attempted 

Cn.xp.Vfll,  in  vain  by  this  monster.  Still  persisting  in  his 
^"''TnQg^  bloody  design,  and  choosing  a  moment  of  ex- 
treme agitation  for  its  accomj^lishment,  be  con- 
trived, on  the  20Ch  of  Jane,  to  set  on  foot  a  great 
massacre.  The  prisoners  bein;g  brought  from 
the  prison,  were  led  to  slaughter  in  successive 
tallies;  surrounded  by  a  guard  of  inhuman 
butchers ;  and  preceded  to  the  ^lace  of  execu- 
tion by  a  black  ila^,  marked  with  a  white  cross, 
where  they  werie  put  to  death  by  various  means, 
but  principally  by  four  men  at  once,  Who  stand* 
ing  two  before,  and  two  behind  each  victhn^ 
thfl-ust  their  pikes  into  bis  body,  and  elevating 
him  from  the  ground,  held  him  writhing  in  the 
air,  till  all  signs  of  life  ^ere  extinguished.—* 
Some  of  the  prisonefrs  were  sUiughtered  at  the 
gaol,  and  others  at  the  market-house,  but  the 
great  butchery  was  on  the  bridge — a  magnificent 
wooden  fabric,  ill  adapted  for  such  a  hideous 
Exhibition.  This  horrrole  spectacle  was,  ft  is 
said,  regarded  by  a  multitude  of  wrMches  assem- 
bled on  the  occasion,  the  greater  part  women, 
as  a  gratifying  sight,  and  the  coifgregated  mul- 
titudes rent  the  air  with  shouts  of  exultation  on 
each  fr^sb  arrival  of  Victims  at  the  fatal  spot! 
The  slaughter,  which  had  commenced  at  two 
o'ch^ck  in  the  afternoon,  <k>ntiniied  till  seven 
o'clock  at  night,  wh^  nidety-seven  men  had  beeh 
deliberately  massacred,  and  the  news  had  arrived 
that  the  post  of  Vinegar-hill  had  been  carried 
by  the  king*s  trbops.  Father  Curran  having  in 
vain  supplrclited  the  assassins  to  desist,  command- 
ed them  to  j)ray  before  they  proceeded  further  ifi 
this  work  of  death  ;  and  when  he  had  thus  brought 
them  to  their  knees^  he  ordered  thein  to  cry,  ^'  O 
'Ood!  shew  to  us  the  same  mercy  that  we  shew  to  these 


surviving  prisomrs  P^  Lord  Kingslrorou-jrh,  c a|-OTiet 
of   the    North    Cork    rejj^iment  of  mi^itfay     wiio 
had  been  taken  prisoner  in  the  harl/oiir  of  Wex- 
ford at  the  breaking  ojit  of  the  rebeHion,    and 
detained    ever    since,   narrovvly    escaped     fr^nri 
swelling  the  number  of  the  victims,  througlh  th^ 
Strenuous  and  humane  endeavours  of  I>r.  \I?JErnl- 
iield,  the  Romish  bishop.  The  only  charge  tiV-g-ed 
by  Dixon  and  his  bloody  associates,  a^lost  th ^ 
objects  of  their  diabolical  fury,  was,  that  tlie5r 
^ere  orangenien,    and  the  proof  of  their  g*uift 
tested  upon  the  evidence  of  two  wtetches,  of  the 
names  of  Jackson  and  O'Connor,  who  were  them  - 
selves    confined   in   the  gaol  at  Wexford,    and 
became  informers  to  save  their  own  lives. 

The  Wexford  insurgents,  in  the  hope  that 
their  ofier  of  surrender  would  be  acceded  to  by- 
General  Lake,  and  conscious  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  oppose  any  efFectual  resistance  to  the 
overwhelming  force  brought  against  them,  Kber- 
ated  Lord  Kingsborough,  and  on  the  2tst  sur- 
rendered the  town  into  his  hands.     Contrary  to 
their  hopes,    General    Lake   insist^  Qpon  the 
trneohcTitional  surrender  of  the  place,  alid  in  his 
answer  to  the  proposal  of  the  2 list,  informed  the 
inhabitants,   that  rio  terms  could  be  j^anted  to 
rebels  in  arms  against  their  sovereign.* 

*On  the  evacnation  of  the  town  by  the  main 
body  of  rebels,  part  of  them,  under  Messrs.  Fitz- 
gerald, Perry,  and  Edward  Roche,  passed  over 
the  bridge  to  tire  eastern  side  of  the  river  Slaney, 
and  the  rest,  tinder  father  Philip  Roche,  in  an 
opposite  direction,  into  the  barony  of  "Forth.  After 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  Captain 
Boyd,  anxious  to  rescue  his  amiable  consort,  who^ 
with  all  {be  rest  of  his  family,  was  amongst  th^ 
prisoners  iti  Wexford,  galloped  into  'the  town 
with  only  eight  yeomen  of  his  troop,  and  happily 


u 


•  PROPOSAL  to  SURRENDER. 

That  Captiun  IMPAfanns  shall  proceed  from  Wexford  to  Oulard,  accompanied  by  l^r.  BdwArd  Hay,  appointed  by 
the  inhabifftnts  of  all  relij^toas  persuasions,  to  Inform  the  officer  commanding  the  Icing's  troops,  tbut  they  are  ready  th 
'deliver  up  the  town  of  Weixfbrd,  vithodt  eppositioh,  to  lay  doWn  their'artns,  and  return  to  their  alfe^ance,  provided  thsft 
their  persons  and  properties  are  goarantised  1^  the  iootliniailding  officer;  and  that  tbey  will  ii»e  e^ery  influence  in  their 

Sower  to  intluce  the  people  of  ^e  ooontfy  at  )ai!ge  to  return  to  their  alle^ance ;  and  ihese  Utmn  k  is  hoped  ^atOapfaia 
I'MaoQs  will  be  able  to  procure.     . 

^Signed  by  order  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Wexfond.)  uMAnntTPW  JCVlHi'tM  » 

"Wexford,  June 21st,  1798.  MATTHEW  REUGH. 

ATfSWBR. 

"  Lieutenant- s^neral  Lalce  cannot  attend  to  any  terms  proposetl  by  rebels  inarms  against  their  sofereign:  whHe  tbey 
continue  so,  he  must  use  the  force  intrusted  to  him,  with  the  utmost  energy,  for  their  destruction.  To  the  deluded  muili- 
lude,  be  promises  pardon,  on  their  delivering*iBto  his  hands  their  leaders^  surrendering  their  arms,  imd  rtturning  with  sin- 
cerity to  their  allegiance.  (Signed)  c<^   i  ahv  ^ 

"  Enniscorthy,  June  22d,  1798.  **•  *^*'** 


This  reply  was  not  anticipated,  for  the  Rev.  Philip  Roche,  in  fVill«oiifidonoa  that  the  offer  en  the  part  of  the  rebels  to 


(iisguised,  wiuiin  the  lines  or  the  Kmg' 
than  he  was  dragged  fi  ora  bis  horse,  and  instantly  couTeyed  to  the  prisof^  at  WiadmilUhills. 
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found  it  abandoDed  by  the  rebel  force.  Soon 
after  other  small  detachments  of  the  army  fol- 
lowedy  and  the  sunriTing  prisonersi  to  the  nam* 
ber  of  about  one  hundred  and  forty,  ifVere  all  set 
at  liberty,  to  their  inexpressible  joy. 

General  Moore,  ivhose  firmness  and  hii* 
manity  were  above  all  praise,  on  consulting  with 
Lord  KinGTsborough,  thought  it  most  advisable 
not  to  let  his  troops  into  the  town,  which  it  had 
been  determined  to  annihilate  previous  to  the 
negociation,  and  in  consequence  of  this  circum- 
stMice,  of  which  the  army  was  perfectly  aware, 
it  required  the  utmost  precaution  to  prevent  its 
being  plundered,  sacked,  and  destroyed,  with 
all  the  attendant  atrocities. 

While  the  loyalists  of  Wexford  were  rejoic- 
ing in  their  deliverance,  a  most  tragic  scene  was 
BCting  in  tiorey.  On  the  20th  of  June,  a  party 
of  the  Gorey  cavalry,  stbout  seventeen  in  num- 
ber, on  their  return  home  to  that  place,  in  re- 
sentment for  the  injury  the  town  nad  suffered, 
killed  about  fifty  men,  whom  they  found  in  their 
bouses,  or  strags^ling  home  from  the  rebel  army. 
On  the  2*2d,  a  body  of  about  five  hundred  rebels, 
retreating  from  Wexford,  and  directing  their 
march  to  the  mountains  of  Wicklow,  on  hearing 
of  this  slaughter,  and  being  informed  of  the 
weakness  of  the  party  by  whom  it  was  perpe- 
trated, determined  on  vengeance.  With  this 
view  they  marched  towards  Gorey,  where  a 
smart  skirmish  took  place,  which  terminated  in 
favour  of  the  rebels,  who,  in  pursuing  the  mili- 
tary, overtook  a  number  of  refugees  nying  from 
the  place,  and  slaughtered  thirty-seven  of  them 
upon  the  road,  exclusive  of  some  others  who 
were  dreadfully  wounded  but  afterwards  re- 
covered. On  this  sanguinary  day,  which  is  yet 
remembered  in  Gorey,  under  the  designation  of 
Bloody  Friday^  no  women  or  children  were  in- 
jured, because,  as  the  rebels,  who  affected  to  act 
on  a  system  of  retaliation,  said,  no  women  or 
children  bad,  on  the  20th,  been  hurt  by  the 
adverse  party. 

In  the  mean  lime,  the  body  of  rebels  which 
had  retreated  from  Vinegar-hill,  and  penetrated 
into  the  county  of  Kilkenny  by  the  Scullagh  gap, 
which  separates  the  counties  of  Carlow  and 
Wexford,  burnt  the  village  of  Killedmond,  and 
proceeded  to  Goresbridge,  under  the  command 
of  Father  John  Murphy,  of  Ballavogue.  Having 
advanced  in  column,  they  were  opposed  by 
Lieutenant  Dixon,  who  was  posted  there  with  a 
party,  chiefly  composed  of  dragoons;  but  he 
was  at  length  obliged  to  retreat,  as  they  had 
brought  a  swivel,  and  several  pieces  of  cannon, 


to  bear  on  his  post,  which  he  in  vain  endeavoured  BOOK  II. 

to  maintain  against  such  an  overwhelming  dis-  

parity  of  force.  But  their  success  was  of  short  Crap.VIH. 
duration,  for  they  were  pursued  by  General  "^-^^v^-^i^ 
Dunn  and  Sir  Charles  Asgill,  and  totally  de>  V19li 
featcd,  on  the  20th  of  June,  at  Kilcomney-hill, 
with  a  loss  of  from  two  to  three  hundred  slain, 
and  ten  light  pieces  of  cannon  taken,  with  seven 
hundred  horses,  and  all  the  rest  of  their  phin* 
der.  Murphy,  the  commander-in-chief,  who 
fled  from  the  field  of  battle,  was  taken  soon 
after,  and  being  conducted  to  the  head-qnarters 
of  General  Sir  James  Duff,  at  Tullow,  was 
hanged  the  same.  day.  After  the  body  of  this 
sanguinary  priest  was  burnt,  his  bead,  with  in* 
discreet  zeal,  was  placed  on  the  market-bouse — a 
savage  and  horrid  custom,  tending  little  to  intt* 
midate,  hut  admirably  calculated  to  render  a 
disaffected  people  more  savage  and  ferocious,  by 
making  them  familiar  with  barbarity,  and  accus- 
toming them  to  the  violation  of  the  right  of 
sepulture. 

On  the  25th,  the  united  forces  from  Gorey, 
and  those  under  Garret  Byrne,  appeared  at 
Hacketstown  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
after  a  long  engagement  with  the  garrison  at  that 
place,  which  continued  for  many  hours  with  va- 
rious success,  they  were  at  length  repulsed  with 
the  loss  of  two  hundred  men,  among  whom  was 
Michael  Reynolds,  the  chief  who  had  led  the 
rebels  to  Naas,  on  the  first  morning  of  the  re- 
bellion, and  who  thus,  like  the  great  majority  of 
the  iusurgent  chiefs,  paid  the  forfeit  of  his  life  as  ' 
the  price  of  his  military  elevation. 

A  body  of  insurgents,  who  assembled  soon 
after  at  Whiteheaps,  in  the  county  of  Wexford, 
was  dispersed  by  General  Needham,  assisted 
by  General  Duff,  and  the  Marquis  of  Huntley, 
the  latter  of  whom  acquired  great  credit  during 
his  residence  in  Ireland,  by  uniting  humanity 
with  courage,  and  <)ompassionating  the  failings 
of  a  deluded  multitude,  at  the  same  time  that  he 
rendered  their  fury  inefTectual. 

The  spirit  of  rebellion  in  the  south,  which  had 
assumed  in  its  progress  much  of  the  appearance  of 
a  war  of  religion,*  was  now  happily  approach- 
ing to  its  termination;  and  in  the  north,  this 
revolutionary  contest  never  exhibited  a  very 
formidable  shape,  for  the  disaffected  protestants 
in  that  quarter,  shocked  at  the  enormities  per- 
petrated, and  the  intolerance  displayed,  and 
scandalized  by  the  pretended  miraoles  wrought 
by  the  blood-stained  priests,  Roche  and  Mur- 
phy, determined  to  resist  the  seduction.  They 
indeed  found  means  to  keep  possession  of  Antrim 


•  **  Often  proiestant  clergymen,"  says  Mr.  Gordon,  "  who  fell  into  the  bands  of  the  iosni^ents  iu  the  county  of  Wexfnrd, 
^re,  were  put  to  death  without  mercy  Or  hesitation  ;  namely,  Robert  Bairowes,  Francis  Taroer,  Samuel  Haydou,  Joha 
PeotlanJ,  and  Thomas  Trocke,  all  men  of  regular  conduct  and  inoffensive  disposition.*' 
(No,  17.)  8  Q 
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BOOK  II.  for  Ik  few  days,  though,  on  being  attacked  with 

■  ' cannon  and  musketry,  on  the  7th  of  June,  they 

Cbap.VIIL  were  driven  out  of  the  town,  with  the  loss  of 
^•■^^v^^*^  about  two  hundred  slain,  but  not  till  Lord 
1798  O^Neill,  who  commanded  a  regiment  of  Irish 
militia,  had  been  mortally  wonnded.  They  were 
also  repulsed  in  an  iU«*ooncerted  attaok  on  Car» 
ridifergUB ;  and  at  Ballynahinch,  where  they  had 
determined  to  make  a  stand  with  six  tliousand 
men,  under  Munroe,  ihe  northern  chief,  they 
iei«.eived  a  total  oyerthrow. 

On  the  subsiding  of  this  minor  rebellion  in 
Ulster,  another  local  rising  took  place  in  Mun* 
ster,  much  inferior  in  vigour,  and  much  more 
easily  suppreased  than  that  in  the  north.  The 
principal  action,  and  indeed  the  only  one  of  which 
government  thought  fit  to  make  a  report  to  the 

fublio,  took  place  in  tiie  county  of  Cork,  on  the 
9th  of  June,  near  the  villiage  of  Bally nascarty. 
At  this  place,  a  division  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty  men  of  the  West  Meath  militia,  provided 
with  two  six-pounders,  and  commanded  by  Sir 


Hugh  O'Reilly,  wei^  attacked  on  their  march 
from  Cloghnakilty  to  Bandon,  by  a  body  of  about 
three  or  four  hundred  rebels  in  ambush,  prin<^« 
pally  armed  with  pikes.  After  a  smart  engage* 
ment,  during  which  the  rebels  were  joined  by 
two  reinforcements,  and  the  West  Meath  militia 
by  about  one  hundred  men  of  the  Caithness 
legion,  the  assailants  dispersed,  with  a  loss  oi 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  men,  while  the  loyalists 
lost  only  a  sergeant,  aad  one  private*. 

After  a  predatory  warfare,  carried  on  between 
the  Sdth  of  June  and  the  10th  of  July,  in  the 
counties  of  Carlow  and  Wicklow,  in  which  seve* 
ral  vigprous  but  ineffectual  efforts  were  made  to 
re-animate  an  expiring  cause,  the  insurgent 
chiefs,  Fitzgerald  and  Byrne,  surrendered  to 
Generals  Dundas  and  Moore ;  and  this  sangui- 
nary insurrection,  which  broke  out  on  the  23d  of 
May,  and  raged  with  intense  fury  till  the  Md  of 
the  following  month,  threatening  in  its  alarming 
progpress  the  existence  of  government  itseU,  was 
on  tiie  12th  of  July  finally  extinguished. 


I 


CHAPTER  IX. 


CoMSEavENCEs  ov  THB  Irisr  REBELLION  :  Trial  and  Execution  of  several  of  the  Rebel  Chiefs — 

The  Marquis  Comwallis  called  to  the  Vice-Regal  Office  in  Ireland;  ad(qfts  an  enlightened 

and  humane  St/stem  <^  Policy — The  principal   Omspirators  obtain  the  Royal-  Clemenoff 

on  Condition  of  making  certain  Disdosures  to  Government — The  Object  of  the  Rebellion 

0$  explained  by  its  Instigators — Ireland  still  scourged  by  Bands  of  Marauders^    *  The 

•  Babes  in  the  WooJ^ •^'Military   Excesses — Estimate  of  the  Loss  sustained  by  the  Country 

from  the  Rebellion — General  Humbert  invades   Ireland,   obtains  a  Victory  at  Castlebar, 

but  is  subsequently  obliged  to  surrender   himself  and  his  Forces  Prisoners  of  War,  to  the 

Marquis   CornnaJU^^Description  of  the   Battle  of  Killala  by  an  Eye  Witness — Napper 

Tandy,   attended   by    General   Rey,  lands  from  a  French   Brig  on  the  smaU  Island  of 

Rutland,  and  after  an  ineffectual  Attempt  to  excite  the  People  to  rise  in  Armsy  re-embarks 

for  France — A   French  Fleet  equipped  for  the  Invasion  of  Ireland — Defeated  by  Sir  J. 

JB.  Warren — The  closing  Scenes  <f  the  Insurrection, 


THE  capital  of  Ireland,  having  escaped  the 
horrors  of  that  insurrection,  which  in  its  first 
revolutionary  burst  approached  to  the  precincts 
of  her  jurisdiction,  now  became  the  theatre  of 
public  justice ;  and  the  first  person  brought  to 
trial  waa  a  rebel  chief  of  the  name  of  Bacon, 
a  citizen  of  Ihtblin,  in  an  extensive  line  of  busi-- 
ness,  and  of  the  protestant  persuasion  ;  this  un- 
fortunate man  was  apprehended  on  the  2d  of 
June,  disguised  as  a  female,  and  proceeding  in 
a  chaise  to  the  country  to  join  the  insurgents. 
Being    found  guilty  of  high  treason,    he  was 


executed  on  the  14th,  on  the  same  scaJIbId  with 
Lieutenant  Esmond,  a  roman  catholic,  convicted 
of  leading  the  rebel  forces  in  the  attack  on  Pros- 
perous. Henry  and  John  Sheares,  the  eons  of 
a  banker  at  Cork,  and  both  of  them  educated  for 
the  bar,  were  tried  in  Dublin  on  the  12th  of 
July,  condemned  on  the  clearest  evidence,  and 
executed  in  the  front  of  Newgate.  The  trial  of 
J^hn  M'Cann,  secretary  to  the  provincial  com- 
mittee of  Leinster,  followed  on  the  17th,  and  he 
suffered  with  Michael  William  Byrne,  delegate 
for  the  county   committee  of  Wicklow. 


*  See  the  Doke  of  Portland's  Offidd  GommonicatioD,  dated  June  26th,  1796. 
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Bond,  anaan  of  considerable  fortune,  and  one  of 
tbe  principal  conspirators,  at  whose  house  the 
Ldnster  delegates  had  been  arrested  on  the  134h 
of  March,  was  arraigned  for  high  treason  on  the 
Sdd  of  July,  and  his  trial  continued  till  seven 
o'clock  on  the  morning  ot  the  24th,  when  he  was 
convicted. 

These  trials  in  the  metropolis  were  all  held 
by  jury ;  but  in  Wexford,  and  other  parts  of  the 
country,  the  more  summary  tribunals  of  oonrts- 
martial  were  resorted  to.  On  the  25th  of  June, 
Matthew  Keugh,  the  rebel  gOTcmor  of  Wexford ; 
the  Rev.  Philip  Roche,  the  general;  and  seven 
others,  having  been  previously  tried  and  con* 
Ticted  by  a  court-martial,  were  all  brought  to 
the  bridge  at  Wexford,  and  executed.  Among 
tiie  persons  who  suffered  for  high  treason  on  the 
same  bridge,  were  Beauchamp  Bagael  Harrey, 
John  Henry  Coldougb,  and  Cornelius  Grogan. 
Grogan  died  possessed  of  an  estate  of  eight 
thousand  a  year,  and  had  so  far  misconceired  the 
state  of  affiiirs,  as  to  imagine  his  propertv  more 
secure  under  the  protection  of  the  United  Irish- 
men, than  of  the  existing  governments-misera- 
ble delusion !  It  is  generally  supposed,  that  in 
taking  a  part  in  the  rebel  cause,  he  acted  under 
constraint,  and  Mr.  Harrey,  in  taking  his  final 
farewel  of  Mr.  Grogan,  on  the  morning  of  their 
execution,  said,  in  the  presence  of  an  officer, 
and  sereral  of  the  guards — ^^  Ah !  poor  Grogan, 
you  die  an  innocent  man."  On  the  evacuation  of 
Wejrfbrd  by  the  rebels,  Mr.  Coldougb,  who,  up 
to  tbe  period  of  the  rebellion,  was  a  man  of  the 
first  consideration  in  the  county,  had  taken  his 
amiable  wife  and  only  child  to  one  of  the  Saltree 
islands,  and  80U|^t  concealment  in  a  cave,  where 
be  was  in  hopes  to  have  remaioed  till  the  tempest 
had  subsided.  Mr.  Harrey,  acquainted  with 
the  place  of  bis  friend's  retreat,  repaired  thither 
also  for  security,  but  on  the  2Sd,  they  were 
brought,  by  the  vigilance  of  Dr.  Waddy,  a  yeo- 
man, from  their  cave  to  the  gaol  at  Wexford ; 
and,  in  these  dismal  ttmes^  short  indeed  was 
the  passage  from  the  prison  to  the  grave. 

Among  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  executed 
at  tbe  time  of  its  suppression,  were  JohnHay,the 
rebel  general,  who  was  found  concealed  in  his 
own  shrubbery,  on  the  22d  of  June,  by  General 
Dundas's  troops,  and  executed  the  day  follow- 
ing ;  Kelley,  the  chief  of  Kill-an,  who  penetra- 
ted into  the  town  of  New  Ross ;  and  Father 
John  Redmond,  of  Clough.  Besides  the  persons 
already  enumerated,  a  great  number  of  others 
paid  the  forfeit  of  their  fives  to  the  injured  laws 
of  their  country,  and  in  the  town  of  Wexford 
alone,  not  fewer  than  sixty-five  persons  were 
executed  for  the  crimes  of  rebellion  and  murder.* 


A  mode  of  proceeding   against    Imputed  BOOK  II. 
rebels  more  summary  still  than  that  of  trial  by  — -— 
courts-martial,    was   practised   from  the  com-   Chap.  IX. 
mencement  of  the  rebellion,  by  soldiers,  yeomen,  ^'^^]^*^ 
and  supplementaries,  who  frequently  executed, 
without  the  formality  of  a  trial,  such  as  they 
judged  worthy  of  death.  This  practice  augment-* 
ed  mr  a  time  the  number  of  the  rebels,  and  would» 
on  their  dispersion,  haye  in  a  great  measure  de- 
populated the  country,  if  it  had  not  been  restrain- 
ed by  the  enlightened  aud  humane    policy  of 
government^  on  the  appointment  of  the  Marquis 
Cornwallis,  in  tbe  place  of  Earl  Camden,  to  the 
lord-lieutenancy  of  Ireland. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  the  Marquis  Comwallia 
made  his  unassuming  entrance  into  the  capi- 
tal  of  that  country,  and  at  the  expiration  of  a  few 
days,  Earl  Camden  took  his  departure  in  a  very 
splendid  style  for  England.  On  the  3d  of  the 
following  month,  a  proclamation  from  tbe  new 
Ticeroy  appeared  in  the  l>ublin  Gazette,  au- 
thorizing his  miyesty's  generals  to  aflEbrd  protee** 
tion  to  such  insurgents  as,  having  been  simply 
guilty  of  rebellion,  should  surrender  their  arms, 
abjure  all  unlawful  engagements,  and  take  the  ' 
oath  of  allegiance.  The  necessity  of  this  act  of 
clemency  was  perfectly  obvious  to  all  who  under- 
stood the  Irish  diaracter,  and  who  considered 
vrhat  numbers  had  been  seduced  into  the  fatal 
conspiracy  by  artifice,  and  forced  into  the  rebel 
ranks  by  an  unfortunate  combination  of  adverse 
circumstances.  To  give  the  full  sanction  of  law 
to  this  measure  of  consummate  wisdom,  a  mes- 
sage was  delivered  from  his  excellency  to  the  Irisb 
parliament,  on  the  17tli  of  July,  on  vrbich  was 
grounded  an  act  of  amnesty  to  atl  who,  not  being 
leaders,  had  not  committed  manslaughter,  excevit 
in  the  beat  of  battle,  and  who  should  comply 
with  the  conditions  of  the  proclamation. 

This  act  was  followed  by  a  treaty  betvraem  / 

the  government  and  the  chiefs  of  tbe  United 
Irishmen,  negociated  by  Mr.  Counsellor  Dobbs, 
a  member  of  the  house  of  commons,  bearing 
date  the  20tb  of  July,  and  expressed  in  tbe  fol« 
lowing  terms : — 

**  That  the  undersiffned  state  prisoners,  in  tbe  three 
prisons  of  Newgste,  iTtlmainhaai,  and  Bridewell,  eoffsge 
to  me  ef  erv  information  in  their  power  of  the  whole  of 
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the  internal  transactions  of  the  United  Insbmen ;  and 
thai  each  oTthe  prisoners  shall  give  detailed  infonnation 
of  every  transaction  that  has  passed  between  the  United 
Irishmen  and  foreign  states ;  but  that  the  prisoners  are 
not,  by  naming  or  describing,  to  implicate  any  person 
whatever;  and  that  they  are  ready  to  emigrate  to snch 
country  as  shall  be  agi-eed  on  between  them  and  govern- 
ment, and  give  security  not  to  retnm  to  this  country 
without  the  permission  of  go? emment,  and  not  to  pass 
into  an  enemy's  country  ;— if,  on  so  doing,  they  are  to 


♦  Sir  Ridiard  Musgrare,  Appendix  XXI.  No.  4,  p.  IW. 
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BOOK  II.  "  be  freftd  fi*nin  prosecution :  and  also  if  Mr.  OliFer  Bond, 

, *'  (then  under  sentence  of  death)  he  permitted  to  take  tha 

Chap.  IX.    **  hent fit  of  Oils  proposal-     The  state  prisoner  also  hope 
\_^-  -^_^  *'  that  the  benefit  oC  this  proposal  may  be  extended  to  such 
1798       * '  persons  in  custody  as  may  choose  to  benefit  by  it." 

In  consequence  of  the  proclaimed  ananesty, 
sorae  of  the  rebel  chiefs  who  had  hitherto  remain- 
ed in  arms,  amou^  whom  was  Aylmer,  surrendered 
their  persons.  Six  principals  of  the  conspiracy, 
particularly  Arthur  O'Connor,  Thomas  Eddis 
Emmett,  Dr.  M*Nevin,  and  Samuel  Neilson, 
gave  details  on  oath,  in  their  examinatious  before 
the  secret  committees  of  the  two  houses  of  par- 
liament ;  from  which  it  uppeared,  that  the  rebel- 
lion originated  in  a  system,  formed,  not  with  a 
▼lew  of  obtaining  either  catholic  emancipation, 
or  any -reform  compatible  with  the  existence  of 
the  ^institution,  but  fof  the  purpose  of  subvert- 
ing the  govemjnent,  separating  Ireland  from 
Great  Britain,  and  forming  a  democratic  repub- 
lic* That  the  means  resorted  to  for  the  attain- 
ment of  these  designs  was  a  secret  systematic 
combination,  fitted  to  attract  the  multitude,  and 
artfully  linked  and  connected  together,  with  a 
view  of  forming  the  mass  of  the  lower  ranks  into 
a  revolutionary  force,  acting  in  concert,  and 
moving  as  one  body,  at  the  impulse,  and  uuder 
the  direction  of  their  leaders.f  That  for  the 
fuHher  accomplishment  of  tlieir  object,  the 
leaders  of  ftie  conspiracy  entered  into  a  negoci- 
atjon  in  1706,  and  finally  concluded  an  alliance 
^itb  the  French  directory,  in  the  summer  of  the 
same  year,  by  which  it  was  stipulated,  that  an 
adequate  force  should  be  sent  for  the  invasion 
of  Ireland,  as  subsidiary  to  the  preparations 
that  were  mailing  for  a  general  insurrection.^ 
That  in  pursuance  of  this  design,  measures  were 
adopted  by  the  chiefs  of  the  conspiracy  for  giving 
to  their  societies  a  military  form ;  and  that  for 
arming  their  adherents,  they  had  recourse  to  the 
fabrication  of  pikes.  ||  That  from  the  vigorous 
and  summary  expedients  resorted  (o  by  govern- 
ment, and  the  consequent  exertions  of  the  mili- 
tary, the  leaders  found  themselves  reduced  to 
the  alternative  of  immediate  insurrection^  or  of 


being  deprived  of  the  mean.<>  on  which  they  relied 
for  efifecting  their  purpose ;  and  that  to  this 
clause  was  to  be  attributed  the  premature  break* 
ing  out  of  the  rebellion,  and  probably  its  ultimate 
failure  al8e.§ 

From  some  cause,  not  satisfactorily  ex« 
plained,  the  principal  prisoners  were  not  liber- 
ated, but  sent  to  Fort  George,  in  the  north  of 
Scotland,  where  they  continued  in  confinement 
till  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  when  they  were 
permitted  to  enjoy  their  liberty,  on  condition  that 
they  should  withdraw  from  his  majesty's  domi- 
nions. Oliver  Bond  would  in  ail  probability 
have  been  one  of  the  number  thus  reserved  for 
long  captivity,  had  not  death,  by  a  stroke  of 
apoplexy,  put  an  end  to  his  sufferings  in  prison.^ 

Assassinations  and  robberies,  on  sectarian 
and  political  grounds,  would  probably  have 
ceased  on  the  granting  of  protections,  if  some 
desperate  marauders,  reinforced  by  a  mimber  of 
deserters  from  several  regiments  of  Irish  militia, 
had  not  remained  tn  arms  in  the  mountains  of 
Wicklow,  and  the  dwarf  woods  of  Killaughrimy 
near  EnniscoKhy.  Banditti  of  this  kind  con- 
tinued for  many  months  to  infest  those  parts  of 
the  country,  and  so  great  was  the  terror  pro- 
duced by  their  depredations  in  the  vicinity  of 
their  lurking-places,  that  those  protestant  tiEtini* 
lies  who  had  remained  in  the  country,  and 
braved  the  storms  of  the  rebellion,  now  fonnd 
themselves  compelled  to  take  refuge  in  towns. 
But  after  a  little  time,  the  woods  being  scoured 
by  the  army,  were  cleared  of  their  predatory 
inhabitants,  who  had  ludicrously  styled  them- 
selves The  Babes  in  the  Wood, 

The  party  in  tlie  Wicklow  mountains,  whos^ 
range  was  much  more  extensive,  and  whose 
haunts  were  more  difficult  of  access,  continued, 
under  two  chiefs  of  the  names  of  Holt  and 
Hacket,  to  annoy  the  country  for  a  longer  time, 
and  in  a  more  formidable  degree,  till  a  principle 
of  retaliation  was  resorted  to  by  the  yeomen, 
which  necessity  itself  could  scarcely  justify, 
and  at  which  humanity  shudders ;  as  the  mas- 
sacres of  the  banditti  were  found  to  proceed 


*  See  the  Evidence  of  Dr.  M^Nefin  before  the  Huuse  of  liords,  in  Ireland,  Au^ist  7tb,  1798. 

i*  See  Report  of  the  Comraictee  of  Secrecy,  presented  to  the  Hou«e  of  Commons,  in  Ireland. 

'%  See  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor's  Evidence  before  the  House  of  Lords,  in  Ireland. 

It  See  Mr.  Samuel  Neiison^s  Evidence  before  the  House  of  Lords,  in  Ireland. 

§  'See  Evidence  of  T.  £.  Eraroett,  Esq.  before  the  House  of  Lords,  in  Ireland. 

•If    List  of  ike  Penans  sent  to  Fdrt  George  :-r 
Thomas  Russel,  Arthur  O'Connor,  Thomas  Eddis  Emmett, 

Matthew  DowIIn,  John  Sweetman,  Joseph  Cuthbert, 


Scmnet  Neilson, 
William  James  M*Nevin, 
Roger  O'Connor, 
Joseph  Cormick, 
Robert  lluater. 


John  Sweeny, 
Edward  Hudson, 
Robert  Simms, 


John  Stveetman, 
Hugh  Wilson, 
George  Camming, 
William  Tenoant, 


John  Chambers, 
William  DoMdall, 
Steele  Dixon. 
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^pon  a  principle  of  religiouB  hatred,  it  ^as  de* 
terininedy  that  whenever  any  protestants  were 
murdered  by  these  wretches,  that  a  still  greater 
number  of  roman  catholics  shoald  be  put  to 
death  by  the  yeomen,  in  the  same  neighbourhood. 
Thus,  at  Castletown,  four  miles  trond  Gorey, 
^rhere  four  proteskmts  were  massacred  in  the 
night  by  Hacket,  seven  roroanists  were  slain  in 
revenge ;  and  at  Augrim,  in  the  county  of  Wick* 
loiir,  ten  miles  from  the  same  town,  twenty-seven 
of  the  latter  were  killed  in  consequence  of  the 
murders  committed  by  the  former.* 

The  devastation  and  plundering  sustained  by 
the  country,  were  not  the  work  of  the  rebels  alone, 
Ibey  were  aggravated  by  the  soldiery,  and  parti- 
cularly by  the  Hessians,  who  often  plundered,with* 
out  distinction,  both  tbjB  loyal  and  the  disaflected, 
1*hese  military  excesses  were  however  at  length 

{mt  an  end  to  by  the  regiment  of  Scottish  High- 
anders,  undlbr  the  Marquis  of  Huntley,  who,  to 
their  immortal  honour,  observed  so  strict  a  dis- 
cipline, that  nothing  more  was  beard  of  military 
depredation.  But  still  the  country  was  miserably 
afflicted  all  the  ensuing  vrinter,  by  gangs  of  noc- 
turnal marauders,  who,  under  the  pretence  of 
making  reprisals,  plundered,  and  in  many  cases 
burnt  the  houses  and  cattle  of  the  disarmed 
romanists,  and  thus  completed  the  work  of  desola- 
tion. Another  species  of  mischief,  very  prera- 
lent  after  the  extinction  of  the  rebellion,  was  the 
burning  of  roman  catholic  chapels  in  the  night, 
of  which  scarcely. one  escaped  in  the  extent  of 
several  miles  rouacl  Gorey.f 

To  estimate,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy, 
the  detriment  sustained  by  the  country  from  the 
rebellion,  wotdd  be  a  matter  of  great  diflSculty ; 
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but  some  data  are  afibrded  in  this  inquiry,  from  BOOK  11. 

the  conflagrations  that  took  place  in  the  different  ^ 

towns,  and  from  the  compensation  claimed  by  p^^*  1^ 

one  class  of  sufferers  :    the  towns  of  Carnew,  ^ 

Tinealy,    Hacketstown,    Donard,    Blesington, 

and  Kiledmond,  were  all  destroyed  by  fire ;   in 

Ross,  about  three  hundred  houses,  mostly  those 

of  the  labouring  classes,  were  consumed,   and 

the  greater  part  of  Enniscorthy  was  laid  in  ashes. 

Such  was  the  desolation  committed  in  the  towns, 

while  a  vast  number  of  c^abins,  farm-houses,  and 

gentlemen^s  seats,  were  destroyed  in  the  open 

country.    By  a  message  delivered  to  the  house 

of  Commons  by  Lord  Castlereagh,  on  the  17th 

of  July,  it  was  proposed  to  afford  compensation 

to  the  suffering  loyalists,  oii  their  claims  being 

duly  verified  before  commissioners ;    and  an  act 

of  parliament  soon  after  passed,  for  giving  to  this 

measure  of  justice  and  humanity  the  force  of 

law.    Under  this  act,  the  claims  of  the.loyalists 

alone    amounted  to    upwards    of  one    milliou 

Sounds  sterling!  a  sum  of  great  magnitude» 
ut  it  is  supposed  not  ^qual  to  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  theur  loss.  But  who  shall  pretend  to 
compute  the  damage  sustained  by  toe  disloyal 
and  suspected,  whose  houses  were  burnt  and 
whose  effects  were  pillaged '.or  destroyjed,  aiid 
who,  barred  from  compensation,  sent  no  esti- 
mates to  the  commissioners  ?  ^  That  their  loss  was 
immense  cannot  be  doubted,'  and  it  may  be  fairly 
conjectured,  that  the  suia  of  two  millions  sterling 
would  not  replace  all  the  property  destroyed  by 
this  ruinous  conspiracy.  :t^ 

But  the  destruction  of  property  was'  only 
one  species  of  injury  resulting  to  the  community 
from  the  civil  war.    To  tiiis  must  be  added  the 


Boofefoguc 
M«(^btfi     ... 
JtwiMigfaBgt 
Pxomtgold 
BaUenranin 

^aOV^T  **'      ■** 

dsnc  •••  ... 
ll4M:k  ... 
Balledufie  ... 
fiiver  Cluqpd 


*  Oordoa's  History  of  die  Rebellion,  second  edition,  p.  238. 
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Cfoanl)^  .«• 
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ne  piotMCnt  dnneh  of  Old  Boa»  was  boned  on  die  Sd  of  June,  1798» 
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let  Oct  — »« 

l^tfaMar.  1800 

8d  fiept  — — 

IStfa  Aug,  1801 


$  An  seeonnt  of  die  tuvM 
losses  sustained  in  the  rebellioa 
ftstiugr  them  :^ 
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Cyiave  ...  a*.  •«. 

JJOWQ  ..•  ••«  ... 

Dublin  ...  ...  «*• 

Gal  way ••• 

aeiry  ...  ...  ..« 


of  money  claimed  by  the  safferitt|f  loyalists  in  the  different  connties  of  Ireland,  for  their 
of  1798,  and  kid  Mfbre  the  eonunissioners  appointed  by  act  of  parhamfnt  for  compen- 
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BOOK  II.  loss  of  lives,  the  neglect  of  iudustry,  the  obstruc- 

tion  of   commerce^    the  interruption   of  credit, 

CaAP.  IX.  and  the  contamination  of  morals. 

To  suppose  that    the  insurgents  Trere  all 
alike  sanguinary  or  prone  to  cruelty,  ^ould  be  as 
little   conformable  to   truth   as   to  probability. 
Matiy  of  eyen  the  lowest  were  men  of  humane 
feeling;    but  amidst    so  wild   an  agitation,  so 
furious  a  commotion,  the  unobtrusire  and  feeble 
iroice  of  compassion  was  drowned  in  the  bois- 
terous and  arrogant  clamour  of  destruction  of 
enemies,   in  cries  of    *^  revenge  on  the  bloody 
orange-dogs  P^    **  In  popular  commotions,  natural 
talents  go  a  little  way  to  procure  influence ;  the 
leader  of  a  mob  is  almost  inyariably  the  man  that 
outgoes  ail  the  rest  in  wickedness  and  audacity.** 
'And  it  too  frequently  happened  even  among  the 
loyalists,    that    whoever  attempted  to  moderate 
the  fury  of  his  associates,  or  to  prevent  the  com- 
mission of    wanton  cruelties  on  the  defenceless 
prisoner  or  helpless  cottager,  was  brow-beaten 
'and  silenced  by  the  cry  of  "  Croppy^^ — a  term 
'Tery  liberally  bestowed   by  zealots  on  men  who 
manifested  a  wish   that  the  loyalists  should  act 
in  a  manner,  worthy  of  their  character,  and  most 
promising  of  ultimate  sacces^  to    the  cause  in 
which  they  were  embarked. 
'        Though  the  point  has  never  been  ascertained 
how  many  rebels  were  in  arms  at  any  one  time 
during  the  rebellion,  yet  it  is  generally  believed, 
that  the  number  of  men  at  the  posts  of  the  Three 
Rocks,    Lacken-hiH,   Vinegar-hill,   and  Gorey, 
amounted,  in  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  June^ 
Id  fifty  thousand,   of   whom  four-fifths  at  least 
ivere  Wexfordians ;  and  to  these  may  be  added, 
nbout  twenty  thousand  assembled  about  the  same 
period  in  the  provinces  of  Ulster  and  Munster.* 
That  the    number   of   human   beings  sacrificed 
was  immense,    may  be  supposed  from  the  well 
known    facts,    that   the  male  population  in  the 
counties  of  Wexford  aod  Wicklow  experienced 
a  very  perceptible  diminution  ;  and  that,  during 
this  sanguinary  contest,  sixty-eight  loyalists  were 
massacred  in   the  latter,  and  four  hundred  and 
fifty  in  the  former  county,  exclusive  of  tbe  num- 
bers that  fell  in  iiattle.f 

The  'French   directory,    who  had  hitherto 


contemplated  the  progress  of  the  dvil  vfar  in 
Ireland  in  perfect  tranquillity,  now  seemed  eager 
to  /evive  those  scenes  of  blood,  by  transmitting 
a  force,  which  might  have  proved  formidable 
previously  to  the  action  at  Vinegar-hill,  but 
now  was  altogether  insignificant  and  unavailing. 
Accordingly,  at  a  period  wlien  the  arts  of  peace 
began  once  more  to  be  cultivated,  an  expedition 
under  General  Humbert,  consisting  of  one 
thousand  and  thirty  privates,  and  seventy  offi* 
cers,  embarked  from  Rochelle,  in  three  frigates^ 
and  landing  on  the  22A  of  August,  in  the  bay 
of  Killala,  in  the  county  of  Mayo,  took  up  their 
head-quarters  at  the  bishop's  palace.  But  al- 
though the  alluring  symbol  of  a  green  flag  was 
erected,  accompanied  by  the  emblem  of  a  harp, 
and  incircled  with  the  motto  of  **  Erin  go 
BragW^ — Ireland  for  ever ;  yet,  but  few  of  the 
peasantry  could  be  prevailed  on  to  join  the 
invaders,  and  of  those  few,  scarcely  an  indi- 
vidual of  any  note  was  of  the  numbec 

After  leaving  a  small  garrison  under  Colo* 
nel  Charost  beliind  him  at  Killala,  to  keep  up 
the  communic;ation,  and.  receive  supplies.  Gene- 
ral Humbert  clothed  and  armed  all  those  who 
repaired  to  his  standard,  and  immediately 
marched  towards  Castlebar.  Advancing  through 
Barnabgecby,  instead  of  Foxford,.  he  experienced 
no  obstacle  in  his  route  from  Ballina.  The 
army  collected  at  Castlebar,  under  General 
Lake,  whom  the  lord-lieutenant  had  appointed 
commander-in-chief  of  the  forces  in  Connaught, 
consisted  of  from  two  to  three  thousand  regular 
troops.  Although  Humbert  relied  chiefly  for 
success  on  his  own  troops,  yet  being  desirous  to 
magnify  the  appearance  of  his  little  army,  he 
dressed  up  a  number  of  the  natives  in  uniforms, 
and  afterwards  contrived  to  post  his  new  levies 
on  the  flanks,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  protect  his 
column  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  field  of 
battle  to  which  he  advanced,  on  the  morning  of 
the  27th,  consisted  of  a  hill,  at  the  north-west 
extremity  of  tlie  town,  where  the  English  forces 
were  drawn  up  in  two  lines,  which  crowned  its 
summit ;  a  small  reserve  was  stationed  in  the 
rear,  in  a  valley ;  and  two  curricle,  and  some 
battalion  guns,  were  posted  in  front,  and  com- 


( 


*  This  force,  lai^  as  it  niujuestionably  was,  by  no  means  realized  the  expeetafi^nt  of  the  princijpal  eonspirators ; 
sp  most  be  evident  from  the  folluwiiig  returns  of  the  strength  of  the  iwiri^nts,  given  by  Lord  Eiiward  Fitzgerald, 
in  Vab  own  hand  writing,  to  Mr.  Reynolds  the  informer,  and  bearing  date  from  the  *'  National  Committee- Room,  26th  of 
Tebruary,  179d.'*§ 
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. ..f  See  AAdaviti  re^ittered  in  the  Arcbivea of  tbe  Honse  (»f  CommoDt  of  Ireland* 
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manded  a  risinij^  ground,  over  >Thich  the  ^uenijr 
must  necessarily  pass.     About  eight  o'clock  in 
the  adorning,  the  French^  with  their  natire  allies, 
were  seen  advancing  in  column,  driving  a  num- 
ber of  cattle   before  them  to  divert  the  fire  of 
the  artillery,  which  was  extremely  v?ell  served, 
Humbert,    after    reconnoitering,    halted    under 
cover  of  a  rising  ground,   and  pushed  forward 
a  body  of   his   best   marksmen,  who  advanced 
rapidly,    and    occupied   some   hedges  in  front, 
where  they  extended  themselves  with  a  view  of 
out- flanking  the  adversary.     By  an  unfortunate 
precipitancy,    the  fire  of  the  English  lines,  in* 
8tead  of  being  reserved^  was  expended  before  it 
could    i^e    available — a   mistake    of   which  the 
eneray  taking  advantage,    rushed  forward  with 
Ills  main  body,  and  the  sharp-shooters  evincing 
a  design  to  penetrate  into  the  rear,  the  detach- 
ment posted  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the 
.gu^ns  retired  in  a  panic,    and   abandoned  their 
charge  to  the  enemy.      The  Earls  of  Ormond, 
Liongford,  and  Granard,    endeavoured  to  rally 
their  men,  and  they  so  far  succeeded  as  to  im- 
pede  the   progress  of  the  assailants,   but  they 
were  pursued  with  alacrity,  and  the  royal  Irish 
artillery,  who  had  gallantly  defended  the  bridge 
by  means  of  a  single  gun,  were  at  length  charged 
by    the  horse,   and   nearly  cut  off.-  The  loss 
sustained  by  the  British  army  upon  this  occa- 
•eion  has  been  vaguely  estimated  at  five  hundred 
men,  and  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon,  including 
four  curricle  guns ;  and  the  suspicion  of  dis- 
affection   among   part  of  the  troops,  served  to 
Aggravate  the  disaster.    The  loss  of  the  enemy 
in  killed  and  wounded  exceeded  two  hundred. 
Castlebar,  a  place  of  some  importance,  on 
account  of  its  situation,  now  became  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Invaders,  and  a- number  of  de- 
serters from  the  Irish  militia  regiments,  chiefly 
actuated  by  the   hopes   of  booty,    joined   this 
force  ;  but  to  the  honour  of  the  French  comman- 
der, he  acquired  the  odium  of  many  of  bin  new 
-allies,  by  his  scrupulous  regard  to  the  lives  and 
property  of  indivicluals. 

The  British  force,  after  the  defeat  at  Cas- 
tlebar, retreated  the  same  night  to  Tuam,  a  dis- 
tance of  thirty  miles  from  the  scene  of  action, 
from  whence  they  proceeded  towards  Atblone, 
in  the  county  of  West  Meath. 

The  Marquis  Comwallis,  aware  of  the  dan« 
ger  that  might  arise  to  the  country,  in  its  present 
perturbed  situation,  from  the  presence  of  an 
Mivading  army,  came' to  the  determination  to  take 
the  field  in  person.  His  excellency  accordingly 
quitted  the  metropolis  on  the  24th  of  August, 
and  advancing  by  the  way.  of  the  Grand  Caaal, 
.through  Philipstown  and  Ji^ilbeggan,  arrived  on 
the  28th  at  Athlone,  having  performed  a  march 
of  eighty  English  ndles  in  nttle  more  than  three 


<^^^» 


days.    Here  he  received  the  unwelcome  intelli-  BOOK  II. 
geoce  of  the  defeat  of  bis  majesty's  forces  under  ■ 
General  Lake,  on  the  27th,  and  after  a  halt  of  Chap.  1^. 
two  days,  proceeded,  with  all  that  circumspection  ^^^T^qT^ 
which  the  state  of  affairs  required,  in  the  direc-      * '®9 
tion  of  Holly- mount,   where  he  arrived  on  the 
4th  of  September. 

In  the  mean  time,  General  Humbert  re* 
solved  to  fdlow  up  his  successes,  and  hoping 
to  obtain  succours  by  advancing  towards  the 
coast,  quitted  Castlebar  on  the  morning  of  the 
4th,  and  moved  with  his  whole  force  thr^gli 
Swineford,  and  Tubbercurry,  in  the  direction  of 
Sligo.  Finding  his  march  impeded  by  the  force 
under  Colonel  Crawford,  and  General  Lak^^ 
which  hung  upon  his  rear,  he  relinquished  his 
design  on  Sligo,  and,  after  a  number  of  skir- 
mishes, arrived  on  the  8th  instant  at  Bally ua- 
rouck,  so  closely  followed  by  General  Lake,  and 
Colonel  Crawford,  that  his  rear-gut^rd  was 
unable  to  break  down  the  bridge  at  Ballintrat 
The  lord  lieutenant,  on  fin4ing  that  the  invaders- 
had  quitted  Castlebar,  measured  back  his  march' 
from  Holly-mount,  and  repassing  the  Shannon 
at  Carrick,  marched  by  MohiU  to  St.  John's- 
town,  in  the  county  of  Long|prd,  to  intercept  the 
enenay  in  front.  By  tbeSSkilful  movements;,, 
the  French  general  found  his  forces  surrounded 
by  a  British  army,  amounting  to  upwards  of 
twenty  thousand  men,  under  the  command  of 
one  of  the  most  consummate  generals  in  the  ser- 
vice. The  rear-guard,  consisting  of  about  two 
hundred  infantry,  being  attacked  by  Colonel 
Crawford,  was  obliged  to  surrender.  The 
remainder  of  the  troops  under  Humbert,  witti 
a  view  to  support  the  honour  of  the  French  arms, 
but  without  the  most  remote  prospect  of  success, 
continued  to  defelid  themselves  for  about  half  an 
hour ;  when,  on  the  appearance  of  the  main  body 
of  General  Lake's  army,  they  all  surrendered, 
and  became  prisoners  ef  war.  The  rebel  auxili- 
aries, now  accumulated  to  about  fifteen  hun^ 
dred,  who  had  accompanied  the  French  to  this 
fatal  field,  being  excluded  from  quarter,  fled  in 
all  directions,  and  about  five  hundred  of  tlieir 
number  were  slain  in  the  pursuit,  exclusive  of 
about  one  hundred  taken  prisoners,  among  whom 
were  found  Teeling,  Blake,  and  Roach,  three  of; 
their  chiefs. 

The  number  of  French  troops  who  suvr 
rendered  on  this  occasion,  amounted  to  ninetjc-* 
sixofiicers,  and  seven  hundred  aiid  forty-eight 
non-commissioned  officers  and-  privates  ;P  hav- 
ing sustained  a  loss  of  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight,  since  their  first  landing  at  Killala.  The 
quantity  of  ordnance,  arms,  ajid  ammunition,, 
taken  this  day,  wa3  officially  stated  at  three  liglit 
four  pounders ;  five  ammunition  waggons,  nearly 
full ;  one  tumbril  j  sevea  hundred  stand  of  arms^ 


•  See  London  Gasctte  Extraor4inMy,  Sept.  14tb,  179B. 
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BOOK  II.  witii  behs  and  poaches,  and  a  great  number  of 
— —  pikes :  and  from  the  same  source  of  authentio 
.  IX.  information,  it  appears  that  the  loss  of  the  king's 
^JZT*^  forces,  in  the  short,  but  smart  contest,  ivhich  im- 
1799      mediatelv  preceded  the  surrender,  was  only  three 
privates  killed ;  twelve  wounded,  among  whom 
•was  Lieutenant    Stephens,  of  the  carabineers ; 
and  three  missing. 

The   prudence  of  Lord  Comwallis,  in  the 

f^lan  of  his  movements,  taking  a  line  between  the 
nvading  force  and  the  interior  of  the  countrj^, 
is  evinced,  from  the  circumstance  of  an  insurreo- 
tioni  having  broken  out  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Oranard,  in  the  county  of  Longford,  and  which 
had  fur  its  object  a  powerful  diversion  in  favour 
of  the  enemy.  At  this  place,  the  French  might 
have  funned  a  most  convenient  station,  which 
would  at  once  have  served  as  a  rallying  point 
to  the  disaffected,  and  afforded  considerable  faci* 
lilies  for  directing  their  operations  against  the 
metropolis.  But  it  happened,  by  one  of  those 
adverse  incidents  which  attended  so  many  of  the 
rebel  projects,  that  the  Longford  insurgents, 
Amounting  to  four  or  iive  thousand  in  number, 
were  repulsed  by  the  Cavan  and  Ballyhaite 
yeomen,  under  Captain  Cottingham,  in  an  attack 
•on  Granard,  on  the  dth  of  September,  with  a 
loss  of  four  hundred  men.  The  disaster  sus- 
tained by  the  insurgents,  in  Longford,  was  fol- 
lowed on  the  same  day  by  another  equally 
signal,  though  not  to  the  same  extent,  in  the 
county  of  West  Meath.  On  this  latter  occasion, 
'  the  king's  troops  were  commanded  by  Major 
Porter,  and  the  loss  of  the  revolters  is  reported 
at  about  two  hundred  men,  of  whom  a  number 
•having  sought  refuge  in  a  farm  bouse,  were  burnt 
to  ashes. 

Most  of  the  towns  which  bad  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  rebels,  were  about  this  time  re- 
covered, but  Ballina  and  Kiliala  still  remained 
in  their  possession*  Previous  to  the  march  of 
General  Humbert  from  Castlebar,  on  the  4th  of 
'September,  he  had  called  in  all  his  forces,  with 
the  exception  of  three  oflBcers  left  at  Killala,  and 
one  at  Ballina,  in  oomtnand  of  the  rebel  garri- 
sons at  those  places.  At  length,  on  (he  22d  of 
September,  thirty-one  days  after  the  latiding  of 
the  French  army  in  Ireland,  and  fourteen  days 
after  its  capture  at  Ballynamuck,  the  king's 
forces  arrived  at  Ballina,  and  obliged  the  garri- 
son to  retreat  to  Kiliala.  On  the  23d,  a  large  body 
of  troops,  under  M^jor-general  Trench,  arrivea 
at  Kiliala ;  and  ^^  the  peaceful  inhabitants,"  says 
an  eye-witness,*  *'  were  now  to  be  spectators  of  a 
scene  they  had  never  expected  to  behold*— a  battle! 
'  a  sight  which  no  person  who  has  seen  it  once, 
and  possesses  the  feelings  of  a  humad  creature, 

•  See  "ANtmtiteofwbatpMHaatSiUato,  daring 
the  Bishop  of  that  place. 


would  choose  to  witness  a  second  time.  A  troop 
of  fugitives  in  full  race  from  Ballina —woaiea 
and  children  tumbling  over  one  another  to  ^t 
into  the  castle,  (the  bishop's  residence,)  or  into 
any  house  in  the  town,  where  they  might  hopo 
for  a  momentary  shelter— continued,  for  a  painful 
length  of  time,  to  give  notice  of  the  approach  of 
an  army. 

<^  The  rebels  quitted  their  camp  to  occupy 
the  rising  ground  close  by  the  town,  on  the  road 
to  Ballina,  posting  themselves  under  the  low  stone 
walls  on  each  side,  in  such  a  manner  as  enabled 
them,  with  great  advantage,  to  take  aim  at  the 
king's  troops;  yet  (strange  to  tell!)  they  were, 
able  only  to  kill  one  man,  a  corporal,  and  wound 
one  common  soldier. .  They  had  a  strong  goaird 
also  on  the  other  side  of  the  town  towards  Foxford, 
having  probably  received  intelligence,  which  was 
true,  that  General  Trench  had  divided  his  forces 
at  Crosmalina,  and  sent  one  part  of  them  by  a 
detour  of  three  miles,  to  intercept  the  fugitives 
that  might  take  that  course  in  their  flight. 

^^  The  two  divisions  of  the  royal  army  were 
supposed  to  make  op  about  twelve  hundred  mee. 
and  they  had  five  pieces  of  cannon.  .  The  nnni* 
her  of  the  rebels  could  not  be  ascertained  ;  many 
ran  away  after  the  engagement,  while  a  v^  con- 
siderable number  flocked  into  the  town,  m  the 
very  heat  of  it,  passing  under  the  castle  windows 
in  view  of  the  French  officers,  on  horseback,  run«> 
ning  upon  death  with  as  little  appearance  of  re- 
flection or  concern  as  if  they  were  hastening  to 
a  show.  About  four  hundred  of  these  misguided 
men  fell  in  the  battle  and  immediately  after  it 
Whence  it  may  be  conjectured,  tliat  their  entire 
number  scarcely  exceeded  eight  or  nine  hundred. 

'^  The  French  officers  thought  it  their  duty 
to  lead  the  rebels,  as  many  as  they  could  bring 
forward,  to  the  onset,  though  they  were  sure  it 
was  in  vain.  A  regiment  of  highlanders  (Fraser's 
fencibles)  filed  off  to  the  right  and  left,  to  flank 
the  fusileers  behind  the  hedges  and  walls ;  they 
had  a  bard  marshy  ground  on  their  left  to  sur- 
mount before  they  could  come  up  with  their  object, 
-which  occasioned  some  delav?  but  at  length  they 
reached  them,  and  made  sad  havoc  among  them. 
.After  a  resistance  of  about  twenty  minutes,  the 
.rebels began  to  fly  in  all  directions,  and  were  pur* 
sued  by  the  Roxburgh  cavalry  into  the  town  in 
full  cry.  A  considerable  number  were  cut  down 
in  the  streets,  and  of  the  remainder,  but  a  few 
were  able  to  escape  into  the  houses,  being  either 
pushed  through  the  town  till  they  fell  in^with  the 
Kerry  regiment,  from  Crosmalina,  or  obliged  to 
.  take  to  the  shore,  where  it  winds  round  a  pro* 
montory,  forming  one  of  the  horns  of  the  bay  of 
Kiliala.    And  here  too  the  fugitives  were  swept 


OP  THE    ^^BNCH   REVOLUTION. 


247 


away  by  scores,  a  cannon  being  placed  at  the 
opposite  side  of  the  bay^  which  did  great  exe^ 
cution. 

^<  A  flying  rebel  having  burst  through  the 
door  of  Mr.  William  Kirkwood,  the  magistrate, 
followed  by  six  or  seyen  soldiers,  they  poured  a 
Tolley  of  mosketrv  after  him,  that  proTed  fatal  to 
Mr.  Andrew  Kirkwood,  a  most  loyal  and  re- 
spectable citizen,  while  he  was  rejoicing  at  the 
irictorr,  and  in  the  very  act  of  shouting  out  '^  God 
save  tne  King.**  In  spite  of  the  exertions  of  the 
general  and  his  officers,  the  town  exhibited  almost 
all  the  marks  of  a  place  taken  by  storm.  Some 
houses  were  perforated  like  a  riddle;  most  of 
them  had  their  doors  and  windows  destroyed ;  the 
trembling  inhabitants  scarcely  escaped  with  life^ 
by  lying  prostrate  on  the  floor,  during  the  battle. 
Nor  was  it  till  the  close  of  the  next  day,  that  their 
ears  were  relieved  from  the  horria  sounds  of 
muskets  discharged  every  minute  at  flying  and 
powerless  rebels.  ^  The  plague  of  war/*  says 
the  amiable  narrator  from  whom  we  quote,  *^  so 
often  visits  the  world,  that  we  are  apt  to  listen 
to  any  description  of  it  with  the  iaaiflerence  of 
satiety :  it  is  actual  inspection  onlv  that  shews 
*the  monster  in  its  proper  and  full  deforadty.*'* 


The  courts- martial  assembled  the  day  after  BOOK  IL 
the  battle  of  Kiliala,    and  these  tribunals  were  ' 

not  dissolved  till  they  had  disposed  of  one  hundred  Chap.  IX. 
and  eighty-five  prisoners.    Among  the  number  of  ^^^^v-^i^ 
the  accused  was  General  Bellew,  of  an  ancient      ^^^^ 
Irish  family,  who  had  served  eighteen  years  in 
Germany.     This  infatuated  man,  having  joined 
the  invaders,    was  dignified  with  the  pompous 
title  of  generalissimo  of  all  the  allies  oi  France^ 
in  the  district  from  Ballina  to  West  Port ;  but  it 
soon  became  obvious,  that  his  habits  of  intem- 

i>erance  were  so  inveterate  as  to  incapacitate  him 
or  all  duty,  and  he  was  dismissed  from  the  ser-^ 
vice.  He  had,  however,  proceeded  so  far  as  to 
incur  the  guilt  of  treason  against  his  sovereign, 
and  being  found  guilty,  he  was  executed  the  next 
morning,  along  with  Mr.  Richard  Bourke,  of 
Ballina,  another  of  the  rebel  chiefs. 

On  the  defeat  of  the  rebel  force  at  Killala, 
the  French  officers  at  that  place,  all  of  whom  had 
conducted  themselves  with  humanity  and  honour, 
were  sent  to  Dublin,  and  from  thence  io  London^ 
where  three  of  their  number,  Charost,  Boudet^ 
and  Ponson,  were,  on  the  favourable  report  of 
Dr.  Stock,  set  at  liberty^  and  sent  home  without 
exchange.f 


*  "  Whst  hesrt,"  iayt  the  Usbop,  **  can  foiy«t  the  impression  it  hts  reeeived  frsm  the  glanes  of  a  Mow  •creature,. 
p1es4mg  for  his  life,  witfi  a  crowd  of  Inyooets  at  his  breast  f  The  eye  of  Demootbenes  never  emitted  so  penetratincr  m 
beam,  in  the  most  eu«|itared  flight  of  oratory.  Such  a  man  was  dragged  before  the  bishopi  on  the  day  af^er  the  battre^ 
while  thehand  of  slanghter  was  still  in  pursuit  of  ooresistiog  peasants  throogh  the  town.  In  the  agony  of  terror,  the 
prisoner  thought  to  save  his  life  by  crying  oat  that  '  he  was  knoprn  to  the  bishop.'  Alas !  the  bishop  knew  him  not ; 
neither  did  helook  like  agood  man.  Bat  the  arms,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  person  to  whom  he  flew  for  protection,  were 
orer  him  immediately.    Memory  soggested  rapidly  :— 

*  TFWsjraMSofworibiMnMltpif  fium.'  tAe  iemfyof  eAeieorU,  thep€raji9nofmiimmU~~ 

*  And  you  are  gmng  to  deface  dits  admirable  work !' 
And  indeed  they  did.  '  For  though  the  soldiers  promised  to  let  the  nnlbrtunate  man  remam  in  enstody  till  he  should  have 
a  trial,  yet  when  they  fonnd  that  he  was  not  known,  they  polled  him  out  of  the  court  yard,  as  soon  as  the  bishop's  back 
wastmed^  and  shot  him  aS  the  gate."  The  practice  of  shragfatering  unarmed  rebds,  without  trial,  admits  of  no  jnstifl- 
catioo,  and  it  is  the  more  to  be  deprecated,  asit  appears,  from  naqocstionahle  aathority,  *'  that  during  the  whole  time  of 
dke  civfl  eommotioo,  nota  drop  of  blood  was  shed  by  the  Coanaoglit  rebels,  except  in  the  field  of  war." 

f  The  interesting  narratire  by  an  eye-witness,  so  frequently  referr«^  to  ia  the  preceding  pages,  gives  the  following 
animated  account  of  several  of  the  French  officers  : 

<«  Gbnsral  HuMBEar,  the  leader  of  this  singnlar  body  of  men,  had  risen  from  the  ranks,  was  fbst  distingnished  for 
his  activity  in  the  ruinous  war  of  LaTend^e,  and  had  been  second  in  command  in  the  expedition  of  General  Hoche  tO) 
Bantry  Bay,  m  1796.  Humbert  was  of  a  good  height  and  shape,  ip  the  fuU  vigour  of  life,  prompt  to  decide,  quick  m 
execution,  apparently  master  of  his.art ;  yoa  ooald  not  refuse  him  the  praise  of  a  |^od  ofli^er,  while  his  physiognomy  ibr-^ 
bade  you  to  like  himasaman.  His  eye,  which  was  small  and  sleepy,  (the  effitct  probably  of  much  watching>castaside«^ 
long  gfonce  of  insidiousness,  and  eren  4^  cruelty;  it  was  the  eye  of  a  cat,  preparing  to  spring  on  her  prey.  Hlsedoca* 
lion  and  maaners  were  iadioatiTe  of  a  person  sprung  from  the  lowest  ordeis  of  society,  ^ough  he  knew  how  (as  most  of 
his  oountrymen  can  do)  to  assume,  where  ftwasconrenlent,  the  deportment  of  a  gentleman-.  For  leamtngr,  he  had 
scarcely  enough  to  enable  him  to  write  his  name.  His  passions  were  fnrions,  and  his  behanonr  seemed  marked  with  the 
characters  of  roughness  and  Tiolence.  A  narrower  obsci ration  of  him,  howerer,  served  to  discover,  that  much  of  bis 
foughness  was  the  result  of  art,  bebg  assumed  vrith  the  view  ef  extorting  by  terror  a  ready  compliance  with  has 
commands." 

««  BI.  CmAMn^chefde  dend-hrtgadg^  whidi  answers  to  our  title  oflfeutenant-colonel,  was  left  in  charge  of  Killala, 
while  the  French  force  advanced  into  the  country.  The  choice  proved  a  fortunate  one  for  the  town,  Charost  being  a  man 
ef  sense  and  of  honovr.  From  the  time  the  French  left  K'dlala,  he,  and  two  officers  under  him,  messed  with  the  bishop*e 
Ibmily,  where  they  were  very  welcome,  being,  under  providence,  their  sole  protectors  in  the  midst  of  so  many  perils.  A 
bair-biained  priest  of  the  name  of  Sweeny,  who  afterwards  paid  the  forftdt  of  his  life  for  exciting  his  parishioncn  ta 
(No.  18.)  8  S 
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BOOK  II.  A  dumber  of  rebel  chiefs,  and  inferior  insur- 

-| —  gents,  were  tried  and  execated  at  Killala,  and  in 

^haf^Ia.  other  parts  of  the  country.;  among  whom  were 
^-Cjr-^  two  Irishmen  by  birth,  who  had  been  in  the  mili- 
i/w  tary  service  of  Prance  before  the  invasion,  and 
had  come  to  Ireland  in  the  iTrench  fleet.  These 
were  Matthew  Tone  and  Bartholomew  Teellng, 
made  prisoners  at  Bally namuck.  These  ill-fated 
men  were  tried  at  Dublin  barracks,  by  a  military 
tribunal,  and  being  found  guilty  of  high  treason, 
were  executed,  the  latter  on  the  24th  of  Septem*- 
ber,  snd  the  former  a  few  days  afterwards. 

The  little  army  landed  at  Killala,  had  been 
intended,  it  appears,  only  as  a  van- guard  to  a 
.  1  much  more  formidable  force,  which  was  in  a 
short  time  to  follow.  Providentially  for  the 
safety  of  the  British  empire,  the  French  govern- 
ment had  .been  as  tardy  in  seconding  the  opera- 


tions  of  Humbert,  as  they  had  been  in  sending 
succours  to  the  support  of  the  rebel  force  in  the 
south  of  Ireland.  The  want  of  money  is  as- 
signed as  the  cause  of  delay  in  the  equipment  of 
the  second  fleet,  and  in  the  interim  before  its  ap- 
pearance on  the  Irish  coast,  a  brig  from  France 
arrived  at  the  little  island  of  Rutland,  from 
which  were  landed  three  boats  full  of  men,  and 
a  number  of  officers,  among  whom  was  James 
Napper  Tandy,  one  of  the  Irish  emissaries  to 
the  French  directory,  and  who  had  attained  the 
rank  of  general  of  brigade  in  the  French  service. 
This  brig,  called  the  Anacreon,  was  full  of  arms 
and  accoutrements,  and  contained  a  park  of 
artillery ;  but  when  the  adventurers  found  tha^ 
the  people,  instead  of  joining  them,  fled  to  the 
mountains,  and  that  the  rebellion  in  Ireland  was 
entirely    suppressed,    they    re<*embarked,    after 


■ 

rebellioa,  beinir  iiitrodiiced  to  M.  Gbarast,  mAi  he  tlmM  be  extremely  oUiged  to  bim  if  bo  wOtiM  make  bim  a  present  of 
uJ?'  ^^^**'«  Ubrafy.  'The  Wshop's  library!'  aDSwrred  Cbarost,  turning  fiom  him  with  contempt,  *  is  juat 
as  ranch  bis  own  now,  as  ever  it  was.*  This  worth/  French  officer,  who  seemed  to  understand  the  oWigfations  of  moral 
nonesty  nracii  better  than  sofme  of  his  Irish  allies,  had  attained  to  the  age  of  five  aud  forty.  In  pei-son,  he  was  strong 
and  vigorous,  lochoed  to  fat ;  his  countenance  was  cheerful,  and  on  the  whole  pleasing ;  he  bad  a  plain  good  tender* 
atandmg,  which  served  him  for  all  tho  uses  he  put  it  to ;  and  he  had  either  no  leisure,  or  no  liking,  to  restrtb  it  with  over 
labour.  H  is  religion,  he  told  the  bishop,  he  had  yet  to  seek ;  because  his  father  heing  a  cathohc,  and  his  mother  a  pi«« 
lesiant,  they  left  bim  at  liberty  to  choose  for  himself,  and  he  had  never  yet  found  time  to  mak^  the  enquiry,  which,  how- 
ever, be  wasaensible  he  ought  to  make,  and  would  make  when  heaven  should  grant  him  repose." 


years 
tative 


iivereo  in  measured  language,  and  with  an  imposing  soriousuesss  of  aspect.  His  manner,  though  distant,  was  polite ; 
annne  seemed  to  possess  a  more  than  common  share  Wfeeling,  if  a  judgment  might  bo  formed  from  the  energy  with  which 
be  declaimed  ori  the  miseries  of  wsrt  and  tevoldtloBS.**        s'      J    s         -^  SJ 

* 

ko  aIF^^^^^'  the  last  of  the  tri6,  formed  a  curious  contrast  in  every  respect  to  the  character  just  described.  In  stature 
thA  V  !  ®*Ti  ^*  ^S®*  **^  ^^^^^  5  but  if  the  body  was  little,  be  was  alive  from  head  to  foot.  Navarre  gave  him  hirih, 
.®  •^^ry  of  Henry  IV.  and  his  merrv  countenance  recalled  to  mind  the  features  of  that  celebrai^  RiAnan>h.  thnno-f. 


Clamorous  with  some  insolent  demand  upon  the  commandant,  appeared  on  the  point  of  breaking  down  the  castle  gate. 
•«  I  *?  ^^S"*?^  ■'»  spprehciision  to  Ponson :  <  I  will  tell  yoo  what  to  do,'  said  he, «  step  out  amobg them  sdddailv, 
^i.S"^'  ^  ^^  ''  V^  ^•y  ^'^^^  •^^'y  "•"  ®^  *^«™  «*k«  ^  tbeir  heels.'  Ponson  was  hardy,  and  patient  to  admiration 
Of  labour  and  want  of  rest.  Tied  to  a  sword  as  long  as  himself,  and  armed  with  pistols,  firelock,  and  bayonet,  he  stretched 
i^Ti!!l  i?P  J**'^  ^"  *"*  hwame  terrific.  He  was  stricUy  honest,  and  could  not  boar  the  want  of  this  quality  in  others  ; 
!Sif*I«?  pajjencc  wkb  pretty  weU  tried  by  his  Irish  allies,  for  whom  he  could  not  find  names  sufliciently  eipressive  of 
contempt.  The  worst  pwt  of  his  character  was  that  which  related  to  religion.  The  commandant  reported  lum  to  be  a 
^mmghi  atbeist.  In  this  practice  he  went  beyond  the  common  herd  of  the  French  army,  who,  though  they  shewed  no 
t!^^^?  IB  wowhip  with  any  people,  (a  eircumstaaee  frightful  to  all,  and  astonishing  to  the  roman  eatholk^,)  yeC 
vS!^  ^^"^^  "m***?*'  n««rbbows.  Indeed  the  contrast  with  regaid  to  religious  sentiments,  between  tlia 
rren^  and  their  Irish  auxiliancs,  was  extremely  cnriona.  The  atheist  despised  and  afironted  the  bigot ;  hntthewonder 
Ti^A'.  J  ?  acw«u«  Wist  should  come  to  any  terms «f  agreement  with  a  set  of  men  who  boasted  openly,  •  that  thev 
hart  just  driven  JIfr.  IPmft  out  of  luly,  and  did  not  expect  to  find  him  again  so  suddenly  in  Ireland.'     It  i^onisbed  the 

•  ]KSe''i?![h^bh^^^^^^^         "^^^  ^*y  ^^^  *^  "^^^  ^•^•^  '  ***  ^^  "^'"^  ~°^*  to  take  arms  fi>r 

^Jli^^fl  H'^u^J!  ■■  *^^  «f  thehfs  from  fiaHina,  ww  aonetimea  joined  widi  these  three  Pienchmen,  He  was 
Ih^l^^  "■**  ^^y  of  Tyrawly ;  had  received  his  edneation  for  the  priesthood  in  France,  and  had  attained  to 
fcj«^i!LJL*®'"*  ^^i'*®  i**  J***  ^^'*'^"' ''***'•*'**«  «^«^^^^^  bim  at  once  of  profession  and  livslihood,  forced 

^m«««  £^  *•  wUier  for  bread.  O'Keon  was  a  man  of  plausible  manner,  but  he  was  deficient  both  in  morals  and 
eo^n  Honesty— he  cheated  the  b  shop  of  Killala  of  twelve  guineas,  and  carried  off  fVom  Dnhlitt  anothei-  man's 
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distribating  a  oamber  of  inflammatory  papers^ 
and  steered  again  for  the  French  coast.^ 

Some  time  after  this  abortive  attempt  at 
invasion,  Napper  Tandy,  and  two  other  Irish 
rdbeis,  were  apprehended  by  the  agents  of  Great 
Britain,  on  the  neutral  territory  of  Hambargh, 
and  conveyed  to  Ireland^  where  Tandy  was  indict- 
ed for  high  treason,  at  the  spring  assizes  for  the 
county  of  Donegal,  in  the  year  1801,  when  bar- 
ing pleaded  guilty,  by  previous  arrangement, 
be  was  suffered  to  leave  the  kingdom,  and  take 
up  his  residence  in  France. 

On  the  17tli  of  September,  the  very  day 
after  General  Rey  quitted  the  coast  of  Ireland 
in  the  Anacreon,  an  expedition,  consisting  of  one 
ship  of  the  line,  eight  firigates,  a  schooner,  and  a 
brig,  sailed  from  Brest,  with  a  strong  reinforce- 
ment, intended  to  co-operate  with  the  force  under 
Genersl  Humbert  in  Ireland..  Sir  John  Borlase 
Warren,  who  waii  cruiring  with  seven  sail  of  the 
line,  in  the  Canada,  off  Lough  Swilly,  dis- 
covered the  enemy^s  squadron  about  noofi,  on 
the  11th  of  October,  in  the  N.  W.  quarter.  The 
British  admiral  instantly  threw  out  the  signal  for 
a  general  chase,  and  gave  orders  to  form  in 
succession  as  each  ship  of  war  reached  her  anta- 

{ Ironist ;  bat)  from  the  great  distance,  and  a  bel- 
ow sea,  it  was  found  impossible  to  commence 
the  action  before  the  next  morning,  at  which  time 
it  vras  discovered  that  the  enemy's  large  ship  had 
lost  her  main-top-mast.  Still  confident  in  their 
own  strength,  the  French  squadron  bore'  down 


and  formed  a  Iin6  of  battle  in  close  order  upon  BOOK  11. 

the  starboard  tack ;  on  which  the  Canada  threw  

out  a  signal  for  the  Robust  to  lead,  and  the  rest  Chap.  IX. 
of  the  ships  to  form  in  succession  in  the  rear  of  ^*- "^^^-^ 
the  van.  An  action  of  three  hours  and  forty  l^^^ 
minutes  ensued,  at  the  end  of  which  period,  the 
enemy's  three-decker,  which  proved  to  be  tlie 
Hoche,  struck,  and  three  of  the  frigates  follow* 
ing  her  example,  hauled  down  their  colours  after 
.a  long  'and  gallant  Resistance. f  The  whole 
squadron  it  appeared  was  entirely  new,  and  full 
-of  troops,  stores,  and  every  other  equipment  for 
the  support  and  est^tblishment  of  the  invading 
force  m  Ireland.  Five  of  the  frigates,  the 
schooner,  and  the  brig,  escaped,  but  three  of 
the  former  were  afterwards  captured,  and  the 
armament  being  thus  in  effect  destroyed,  the  ob- 
ject of  the  expedition  was  completely  frustrated. 
Among  the  prisoners  taken  in  the  Hoche, 
was  the  famous  and  unfortunate  Theobald  Wolfe 
Tone,  the  projector  of  the  society  ^  of  United 
Irishmen,  and  so  long  considered  as  the  most 
active  and  able  negociator  among  the  Irish  fugi- 
tives at  Paris,  and  as  the  great  adviser  of  most 
of  the  measures  pursued  by  hia  rebellious  coun- 
trymen. He  was  no  sooner  landed  in  Ireland 
than  he  was  conveyed  to  Dublin,  and  put  upon 
his  trial  by  a  court-martial,  before  which  he  de- 
fended himself  with  considerable  ability  and  firm- 
ness, not  attempting  either  to  deny  or  to  palliate 
hi^  offence.  The  plea  on  which  he  rested  was 
that  of  being  a  denizen  of  France;  and  an  offiber 
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*  The  papers  distributed  by  Napper  Tandy  and  bis  associates,  consisted  of  two  addresses,  one  of  whidi  was  sigfned 
General  Key,"  and  the  other  *'  J.  N.  Tandy."    The  foUowing  is  a  copy  of  the  former,  and  the  hitter  was  of  similar 


tenor:—- 


««  LIBERTY  OR  DEATH. 


<c 


Nwrthem  Army  of  Avenff<r$. 


i( 


Head-quarteri 
<«  Ftnt  Yetar  of  Irish  Liherty. 
*'  IlNrnsD  Irishmin! 

*'  The  soldiers  of  the  ffreat  nation  hare  landed  on  your  coast,  well  supplied  with  armSf  and  amsnanitioa 
of  all  kinds,  with  artillery,  woiiced  by  those  who  spread  terror  amon^  the  ranks  of  the  best  troops  in  Europe,  headed  by 
French  officers ;  they  come  to  break  your  fetters,  and  restore  ^ou  to  the  blessings  of  liberty.  Ja^es  Napper  Tandy  is 
at  their  head;  he  has  sworn  to  lead  tnem  on  to  victory  or  to  die.  ' 

**  Brave  Irishmen !  the  friends  of  liber^  have  left  their  native  soil  to  assist  you  in  re-oonqueriBg  your  rights ;  tber 
**  win  brave  all  dangers,  and  glory  at  the  sub&me  idea. of  cementing  your  happiness  with  their  blood.    French  blood  shall 
not  flow  in  vain— To  arms !  freemen,  to  arms !  The  trumpet  calls :  let  not  your  friends  be  butchered  unassisted ;  if  they 
are  doomed  to  fall  in  this  most  glorious  struggle,  let  their  aeath  be  usejful  to  your  cause,  and  their  bodies  serve  as  foot- 
steps  to  the  temple  of  Irish  li&rty. 

<*  in  the  name  of  the  French  officers  and  soUiers  now  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  GENERAL  REY." 


CI 


u 

4( 


t  Fleott  engaged  off  the  eooit  of  IreUmi^  on  the  YUk  of  October^  179S» 
BrUiik, 


The    Canada,    Robust,    Fondroyant,    Magnanimey 
£tha]ion,  Melampus,  and  Amelia; 

The  Anson  came  up  in  the  latter  part  of  die 
action,  having  lost  her  mizen*mast  in  the  chase  the  day 
before. 


Frewekm 

Hoche 

••• 

ao 

Immortality 

•.• 

■••                 44 

Loire 

•t. 

••.                44 

Romaine 

••• 

•••                ^4 

Bellone 

••• 

40 

Resolue 

••• 

40 

Goouille 
Amouscade 

... 

40 

•■• 

•••            c^ 

Semyiane 

••• 

sa 

guns 


(token.) 
(taken,) 

(taken.) 

(eteaped,) 

(taken,) 

(taktn.) 

(taken.) 

(taken.) 

(eocaped.) 
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BOOK  II.  in  the  fieririce  of  the  republic ;  but  when  he  found 

that  this  defence  was  unavailing,  he  requested 

^"Ap  IX.  that  he  might  die  like  a  soldier,  and  not  as  a 
^^"^^Iq^  felon  :  and  be  shot,  according  to  military  usage, 
^  ^  rather  than  hanged.  The  court  however  did  not 
judge  it  proper  to  accede  to  his  request,  and  the 
unhappy  culprit  attempted  to  escape  the  ignominy 
that  awaited  him  by  cutting  his  throat  in  the  pri- 
son. The  wound  was  at  first  supposed  not  to  be 
mortal,  but,  after  languishing  a  shoict  ^e,  it 
terminated  his  existence. 

The  rebellion  itself  did  not  surviTe  its  CHrigi- 
nal  projector.  The  few  companies  of  rebels  who 
lurked  in  the  woods  and  mountains,  dispirited  by 
the  ill  success  of  their  allies,  and  dreading  the 
approach  of  winter,  successiyely  laid  down  their 
arms ;  and  Holt,  the  last  and  most  in^epid  oi 
their  chiefs,  was  glad  to  obtain  the  boon  of  his 
forfeited  life,  by  expatriating  himself  for  ever 
from  his  native  soil. 

Thus,  after  a  bloody  and  abhorrent  scene,  of 


three  months  duration,  ended  the  insurrection  iu 
Ireland ;  in  which  more  Ihan  thirty  thousand  lives 
were  sacriiiced,  and  property  to  the  amount  of 
upwards  of  two  millions  sterling  dtiitroyed ;  and 
whidi,  after  throwing  the  whole  kingdom  into 
indescribable  confusion  and  dismay,  overwhdn- 
ed  the  instigators  of  the  rebelKon  in  one  com* 
mon  ruin.^    That  the  object  of  this  deep-laid; 
and  extensive  conspiracy,  wad  to  imitate  the 
example  set  by  the  people  of  Holland,  and  t0 
erect  Ireland  into  a  republic,  through  (he  ageocj 
of  France,   cannot  be  doubted,    and  had  the 
French  directory  manifested  as  much  promptitude 
in  executing,  as  the  original  conspirators  display- 
ed abiHty  in  forming  their  plans,  this  revolution^ 
ary  struggle  might  have  ended  in  n  measure 
whicb  can  never  be  sufficiently  deprecated,  not 
only  as  toiding  to  the  alioiation  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  strength  of  the  empire,  hot  as  an  event 
involving  its  prosperity  and  ind^eadenee. 


*  Protuiani  Uiukn^  mtk  tie  faU  thtd  hrftl  tUm. 


Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  convicted,  but 
cut  bis  throat. 

HonouTsble  IKmon  Buder,  died  in  ex«> 
trenie  .poverty,  m  Wales. 

Junes  Napper  Tnndy.t 

jlrchibold  H.  Rowaa.f 

Olirer  Bond,  convicted  of  high  trea- 
son, but  died  in  priaon. 

BeaachampB.  Harvey.* 


Thomaa  RusseKf 
Arthur  O'Connor,  f 
Roger  O'Connor,  f 
INamue]  Neilaon.'t^ 
John  Chambers.f 
HeniT  Sheares.  * 
Jolmnbearea.* 
Joseph  Levina.f ' 
WiHttui  Levingaton  Webb.f 


Henry  Jackson  f 

llatthew  Dowling.f 

James  Reynolds. f 

Thomas  £.  Emmettt 

John  Bovrke.f 

Hugh  Wilsoa.t 

Ro&rt  fiKmms,-!-  praprietor 

of  the  Novthem  Ster. 
Edward  Hudson.f 


11is|wnanslo  iriiose  aaam  stais  nt  dBsad  woebaofedf  and  dieisawdnd  dms  f  vbUL 

The  abovelist,  attracted  iW>m  Sir  RidiardMusmve'sPublicati^  on  iIm  bmj  serve  to  establish  ihe 

fact,  that  whatever  chancier  the  civil  war  aasiuBedu  ill  progrcas,  itwasnat,  iaitsotigiB,  awarof  leligkn^ 


I 


'T 


't.-. 


r.'. 


r?:- 


ill 

It- 


&. 


\ 


I 


B; 


C. 


CHAPTER  X» 


II^AMPAIOK  OF  1799 :  Tnvtuiojn  of  Napht  by  the  French — Eitahluhmeni  of  ihe  Parthtmpean  Republic-^ 
Ehrenbreiisiein  capiiulates  to  the  French — The  Ausirians,  under  the  Command  of  the  Archduke  CiMrks, 
again  take  the  Field. 

.  Campaign  in  Gerbcany-:  TTie^ French  Arnuf  under  Jottrdan,  and  the  Austriani  commanded  hy  thS  Arch'- 
duke,  meet  near  Pfullendorf^-Battle^  of  StokachSatile  of  lAeblingen — Retreat  of  the  French  across 
the  Rhine — Assassination  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  on  quitting  Radstadt, 
Campaign  in  Italy:  Tuscany,  invaded  by  the  French  under  Scherer — Battle -of  Ckutel  Nuovo-^Battle 
of  the  Adige — Arrival  of  the  Russians  at  Verona  ^Field-Marshal  Suworoto  assumes  the  Command  of  the 
Allied  Armies  in  Italy — Defeats  the  French  Army,  and  enters  Milan — The  Allies  besiege  the  principal 

*         Fortresses  of  Italy t  and  advance  into  Piedmont — The  Kingdom   of  Nmoles  re-conqueredbyanArmy 
under  Cardinal  Ruffo,  and  the  Parthenopenn  Republic  dissolved — The  People  (^  Italy  riseag'ainst  the 
defeated  Army  of  France — Rome  capitulates  to   Captain   Trowbridge — Signal  Defeat  of  the  French  < 
Army  on  the  Banks  of  the.  Trebia — Turin,  Bologna,  Alexandria,  and  Mdhtua,  surrender  to  the  Allies-^ 
Suworow,  having  conquered  the  principal  j^art  of  Italy,  menaces  the  South  of  France — Battle  of  Novi  ; 
General  Joubert  killed,  and  the  French  Army  defeated  ^^Dissensions  in-  the  Courts  and   Camps  of' 
the  Allies.  ^ 

Campaign  in  Switzerland:      Schqffliausen  and  Peterhausen  fall  into  the  Hdnds  o^  the  Allies*^The 
French  expelled  from  the  Grisons-^Defeat  of  the  French  Army  at  Zurich — Vigorous  Effbrts  made  by  the 
French  Directory  to  retrieve  the  Disasters  of  the  Vempaign — Massena,  having^  received  fresh  Supplies, 
becomes  the  Assailant — The  French,  after  obtaining  Possession  of  the  Pass  of  the  Devils  Bridge,  and,  . 
of  St,  Gothard,  seize  on  the  Valais — The  French  Armies  again  cross  the  Rhine,  and  oblige  the  Archduke 
to  return  to  the  German  Frontier Suworow  quits  Italy,  and  advances  into  Switxerland'^His  disastrous 
March — Arrives  in  the  Valley  of  Mutten,  and  takes  Possession  of  the  Post  of  Brunnen-^Termination  of 
his  Successes — Battle  of  Zurich,  and  its  disastrous  Result — Suworow,  discontented  alike  with  his  Allies  % 
end  his  Colleagues,  retreats  into  Bohemia — His  Death  und  Character'^TemUnation  of  one  of  themost^ 
sanguinary  Campaigns  upon.  Record,:^ 


liEAVING  the-  nnfaappy  country  of  Ire- 
land, so  recently  agitated  by  toe  storms  of  insur- 
rection, to  regain  that  state  of  tranquillity,  which 
a  strong  goyernment,  humanely  and  judiciously 
administered,  could  scarcely  fail  to  produce,  and 
turning  to  a  much  more  ample  theatre,  we  find  a 
world  in  arms,  preparing  for  a  renewal  of  that 
dreadful  conflict,  which  it  was  fondly  hoped  had 
found  a  partiaL  termination  in  the  peace  of 
Campo  Formic.  But  the  temple  of  Janus  was 
still  doomed  to  remain  open,  and  new  altars, 
were  destined  to  smoke  with  SHcrifices  to  the 
furies  who  delight  in  blood.  Notwithstanding 
the  miseries  and  calamities  peculiarly  incident  to 
tbe  wars  arising  out  of  the  French  Revolution, 
i4  soon  became  eyident,  that  a  general  peace  was 
still  at  a  distance.  On  the  contrary,  combina- 
tioniB  were  now  formiifg  on  a  gigantic  scale,  by 
which  more  warriors  were  to  be  brought  into  the 
field,  than  had  ever  engaged  at  one  time  since 
the  days  of  Xerxes. 

While  the  negroes  and  mulattoes  were  still 
contending  for  superiority  in  one  quarter  of  the 
globe,  the  other  three  were  about  to  become  the 
soenes  of  battles,  attended  with  sncb  an  expen* 
ditare  of ^  blood,  as  in  seme  cases  to  prove  even 
ruinous  to  the  victors.  In  Africa,  from  the 
shores  of  the  Mediterranean  to  those  of  the 
(No-  18.) 


Red  Sea,  the  French  invaders  were  still  disput-  BOOK  II;. 

ing  the  palm  of  superiority  with  the  native  Arabs . 

and  Mamelukes.    In  Asia,  the  English,  justly   Chap  X. 

tenacious  of  their  dominion  in  the  east,  were  "^^--^v^**-^ 

arming  on  the  coast  of  Malabar  and  Corroman--^      ViW 

del,  against  the  Sultaun  of  Mysore,  the  frieiid< 

and  aUy  of  that  foe,  who  had  already  erected- 

his  standard  on  the  plains  of  Egypt.  All  Europe, 

from  the  English  Channel  to  the  HeUespoat,  and 

from  the  Baltic  Sea  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  was* 

once  more  agitated.    While  the  south  teemed 

^ith  new  revolutions,  the  north  prepared  to  pour 

forth  her  armies,  and  the  whole  continent  seeiqed 

destined  by  turns  to  resemble  a  camp  and  a  field 

of  battle. 

The  congress  at  Radstadt,  instead  of  ad^ 
justing  the  disputes  between  the  Germanic 
empire  and  the  French  republic,  was^  employed  . 
in  vain  forms  of  discussion,  and  displayed  much 
more  anxiety  to  promote  their  own  aggrandize- 
ment, than  to  adjust  the  indemnities  and  recon* 
cile  the  conflicting  interests  of  the  minor  oo- 
estates. 

The  late  expedition  into  the  Roman  terri-^ 
tory  had  proved  eminently  disastrous  to  the  King 
of  Naples,  now  an  exile  from  bis  kingdom ;  and 
on   the    7th    of  January,  in  the  year  1709,  an  . 
armistice  was   signed  by  Prince  Pignatellij  oa.^ 
8  T- 
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BOOK  II.  behalf  of  the  Neapolitan  g^overnmenty  by  which 

■  the  French  forces  under  Cbampionnet  obtained 

Chap.  X.    possession  of  the  city  of  Capua,  and  from  thence 

'T^^y^  advanced  to  the  capital,  which  they  entered,  on 

1799      |||0  23d,  after  a  gallant,  but  unavailing  resistance, 

mdde  principally  by  the  lazsaroni.  But  no  sooner 

had  the  republican  troops  taken  possession  of  the 

city,  than  this  mendicant  body,  on  beings  assured 

that  the  French  were  not  the  enemies  of  their 

tutelary  saint,- Januarins,  professed  an  ardent 

attachment  to  their  conquerors^  and  in  order  to 

exhibit  an  unequivocal  proof  of  their  zeal  for  a  re« 

publifsan  -goV^rnmeilt,  as  well  as  their  abjuration 

of  monarchieal  principles,  immediately  proceeded 

in*  a  body  to  pillage  the  residence  of  the  absent 

king.  Ner  were  the  clergy  backward  in  paying 

their  court  to  the  victors ;  and  a  day  was  appointed 

for  the  celebration  of  a  solemn  Te  Deum,  on  which 

occasion  all  the  faithful  citizens  were  invited,  by 

the  cardinal  archbishop,  ^^  to  return  thanks  to  the 

Most  High,  for  the  glorious  entry  of  the  French 

troops,  who,  protected  in  a  peculiar  manner  by 

providence,  had  come  to  regenerate  the  nation, 

apd  to  consolidate  its  happiness."  The  venerable 

prelate  did  not  fail,  at  the  same  time,  to  intimate, 

that  St.  Januarius  had  greeted  the  arrival  of  these 

deliverers   in   the  kindest  manner,  ^^  his  blood 

**  having  miraculously  liquified  on  the  very  even* 

*^  ing  of  that  day  on  which  the  republican  forces 

**  had  taken  up  their  abode  in  the  capital." 

Immediately  after  this  solemn  mockery, 
Naples  was  proclaimed  a  republic,  under  tbe 
designation  of  the  Parthenopean  commonwealth ; 
and  the  provisional  government  was  confided  to 
twenty-one  citizens,  chosen  by  the  French  gene-* 
ral.  These  legislators  were  enjoined  to  draw 
up  a  plan  for  a  new  constitution,  worthy  of  a  free 
people ;  and  while  money  was  levied  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  army,  the  estates  of  the  clergy,  and 
tbe  dominions  of  the  crown,  were  declared  to 
appertain  to  the  conquerors.  An  assembly,  repre- 
senting the  piazze,  or  ancient  parliament,  was 
soon  after  convoked  ;  and  care  was  taken  to  admit 
two  representatives  of  the  lazzaroni,  who  still  con- 
tinued to  possess  considerable  sway  in  Naples. 

While  the  French  plenipotentiaries  were 
menacing  the  ministers  of  the  Emperor  of  Ger- 
many with  a  renewal  of  hostilities,  if  a  passage 
vi^ere  afforded  to  the  Russian  troops  into  Italy ; 
aiid  while  the  army  under  Cbampionnet  was  em- 
ployed in  establishing  the  Parthenopean  republic, 
the  fortress  of  EhreDbreitstein,  in  front  of  Cob- 
lentz,  was  obliged,  after  a  memorable  defence,  to 
capitulate,  on  the  Sith  of  January,  to  the  French 
General  D^  Allemagne,  But  although  this  acquisi- 
tion materially  strengthened  the  frontiers  of  the 
republic,  it  added  not  a  little  to  the  jealousies  of 
the  princes  of  the  empire,  ^nd  contributed  to  pre- 
cipitate a  war  that  had  now  become  inevitable. 
The  English  ministry  had,  about  the  couclu* 


sion  of  the  preceding  year,  formed  a  treaty 
a  new  ally,  for  the  "  purpose  of  opposing  the  sua* 
cesses  of  the  arms  of  France,  for  checking  the 
extension  of  the  principles  of  anarchy,  and  for 
securing  the  re-establishment  of  the  balance  of 
Europe."  The  late  Empress  of  Russia,  occupied 
about  the  extension  of  her  Tiwn  empire,  contented 
herself  with  the  publication  of  proclamations 
against  France ;  but  her  son,  Paul  Petrowitz,  a 
monarch  of  a.diflferentcharacter)  vras  anxious  to 
distinguish  his  accession  to  the  thrones  of  the 
Czars  by  some  splendid  action,  and  according^lv 
entered  into  the  combination  against  the  French 
republic,  with  all  the  zeal  inspir^  by  a  chivalrous 
attachment  to  the  cause  of  sovereigns^  and  an 
hereditary  pasaion  for  military  glory. 

lorlhe  mean  time,  an  appearance  of  iiegoci« 
ation  was  still  kept  up  at  Radstadt;  but  the 
Emperor  of  Germany,  dissatisfied  with  tbeprovi* 
sions  9S  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  and  being 
now  certain  of  powerful  co-operation  in  the  event 
of  a  renewal  of  the  contest,  no  longer  concealed 
his  sentiments. 

The  government  of  France  vras  at  this 
period  subject  to  the  severest  animadversions. 
The  directory  had  permitted  themselves  to  be 
foiled  in  the  arts  of  dfiplomacy  in  the  congress  at 
Radstadt,  as  well  as  anticipated  in  the  stratagems 
of  war  by  the  sudden  appr^ch  of  tbe  Russians* 
Both  energy  and  patriotism  were  alike  wanting 
in  their  resolves  and  actions ;  while  a  spirit  of 
corruption  and  rapacity  appears  to  have  per- 
vadea  their  councils. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  armiea  of 
the  rival  powers  had  taken  the  field.  The  Aus- 
trian forces^  to  the  amount  of  fifty-five  thonsandy 
assembled  between  the  Inn  and  the  Lechy  under 
the  command  of  the  Archduke  Charles.  Generals 
Starray  and  Hotze  headed  about  twenty  thou* 
sand  more  in  the  Palatinate,  and  the  country  of 
the  Grisons;  General  Bellegarde  occupied  the 
Tyrol,  with  about  twenty-five  thousand  i  and  an 
army  of  at  least  sixty  thousand,  under  General 
Kray,  prepared  to  enter  Italy,  and  re-conqaer 
Lombardy. 

The  command  of  the  French  ^^  army  of  the 
Danube^*  was  confided  to  General  Jourdan ;  and 
his  plan  of  the  campaign  was  on  the  most  grand 
and  imposing  scale.  This  sanguine  general 
proposed,  that  he  himself  should  be  placed  aJt 
the  head  of  eighty  thousand  men,  while  three 
subordinate  bodies,,  consisting,  one  of  forty  thou-* 
sand  for  the  Rhine,  another  of  the  same  number 
for  the  Tyrol,  andtiie  last  of  twenty  thousand  for 
Switzerland,  should  act  under  hia  direction. 
The  army  of  Italy  was  at  tbe  same  time  to  be 
a^mented  to.  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
soldiers,  and  eighty  thousand  were  to  be  reserved 
for  home  service.  But  the  French  general,  on 
his  arrival  at  his  head-quarters^  found  that  he  had 
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been  greatly  deceived ;  and  instead  of  coDani<5no-. 
ing  the  campaign  with  all  the  advantages  result- 
ing from  superior  numbers,  be  was  obliged  to 
act  on  the  offensive  in  the  face  of  a  popular 
leader  and  a  superior  a?my.      Relying  on  the 
speedy  arrival  of  succours,  bis  first  business  was 
to  address  a  proclamation  to  his  troops,  in  which 
he  stated,  that  the  Austrians  bad  already  passed 
Ae  line  of  demarcation.    "  The  emperor,*'  said 
be,    *^  deceiving  the  pacific  disposition  of  the 
French  government,  has  called  into  the  bosipm 
of  Germany    armed    strangers,  less  known. for 
their  military  success  than  their  ravages  infor- 
mer wars;  and  while,  scrupulous  observers   of 
former   treaties,    you   remained   in  a  firm  but 
peaceable  attitude,  this  prince  dared  to  concert 
hostile  ipQvements    with   his    new  allies, ^nd 
availed   himself,    under  favour  of  a  perfidious 
silence,  of  the  advantages  resulting  from  your 
security/'    After  beseeching  his  troops  to  respect 
the  property  and  the  persons  of  the  inhabitants^ 
the  rrench  commander-in-chief  made  the  neces- 
sary dispositions,    and,  on  the  first  of  March^ 
crossed    the    Rhine  in  three    different  places. 
General  Bemadotte,  hating  summoned  Philips- 
burg,  which  was  resolutely    defended    by   the 
Rhinegrave  .of  Salm,  immediately    formed  the 
blockade  of  that  fortress  with  the  army  of  obsef^ 
vation ;     while    ManhMoi    readily  obeyed   the' 
summons  of  another  body  ot  French  troops,  and 
opened  its  gates  tp  the  intaders. 

• 

l^  reply  to  the  declaration  recently  circulated 
by  Qenerfd  Jc^rdan,  the  arohduke  published  a 
procIan)i^tiiHi,  dated  the  Bd  of  March,  fi-om  hti 
bead-quartcirs  ai  Friedfasrg,  in  which  he  im- 
peached the  faith  of  the  directory.  He  com-i 
plained  that,  immediately!  aftec  the  conclusion  of 
the  most  soleoui  treaiies,  ^  the  peaceable  people 
q{  Switlierlaad  vrere  •subjugated,  and  violent 
means  adopted  by  the.  French,  to  change  thM 
country  into  a  slavish  ally,  for  the  purpose  of  es«^ 
tablishing  themselves  oh  the  flanks  of  Germany;** 
The  capture  of  Ehrenbrritvtein  was  also  deemed^ 
an  act  of  agkressiou;  and  it  was  intimated,  that 
a  design  had  been  formed  ^'  to  extebd  the  hmitd 
of  the  Helvetic  republic  as  far  as  the  Danube^ 
and  to  mdce  that  river  and  the  Lech  its  bounda- 
These  proclamationa  issued  by  the  hostile 
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oomiuanders,  were  followed  by  declarationi*  pub- 
lished oil  the  part  of  the  emperor' and  on  thcf 
pert  of  -the  directory,  in  which  they  eharged  e$.ch 
other  with  Tiolattng  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  with 
again  plunging  the  continent  of  Europe  into  all 
iSe  horrors  of  war. 

The  approximation  of  the  rival  armies  hav- 
ing now  rendered  an  action  inevitable,  the  arch- 
duke removed  his  bei^d-quarters,  on  Uie  20th 
of'  Marcii,'  to  UmerdOrf,  near  Biberach,  and 
determined  to    give    bsCttle  immediately  to  the 
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French,  who  had  now  reached  PfuUendorf,  and  BOOK  IL 

vrere  posted  on  a  line  with  the  right  at  Salmans- 

weiller  and  Mandorf,  their  centre  near  Stokach, 

and  the  left  at  l^liugen.     The  imperialists  upon      y^^^ 

this  occasion,  were  superior  in  point  of  numbers, 

and  possessed  a  iqanifest  advantage  in  respect  to 

artillery,  having  brought  no  less  than  three  bun* 

dred  pieces  of  cannon  into  the  field.     The  day 

was,  however,  contested  vrith  great  bravery  oa 

both  sides,  and  Jourdan  continued  to  maintain 

his  position,  until  night  put  ani  end  to  the  action  ; 

when,  under  cover  of  darkness,  .be  retreated  to 

a  station  near  Engen.    On  the  25tli,  tiie  arch* 

duke  having  concerted  the  necessary  dispositionsi^ 

and  increased  his  army,  by  the  accession  of  addi^ 

^onal  forces,  to  upwards  of  seventy  thousand 

combatants^  bis  royal  highness  determined  onoe 

more  to  try  the  fortune  of  arms» 

This  second  battle  was  fought  on  the  plain 
of  lieblingen,  in  the  midst  of  woods;  and  sucll 
vras  the  eagerness  on  both  sides,  that  the   two 
cbmmanders  -  in  -  chief,    after   reconnoitring  ia 
person,  instead  oJP  assuming,  as  usnal,  a  centre 
position  in  the  rear,  fought  at  the.bead  of  theit 
respective  troops.      The  French,  in  consequence 
of  a  vigorous  attack  on  the  right  wing  of  the 
Austrians,  were  at  first  suceessAil,  aud  Count 
de  Neuendorf  and  Prince  Schwartxenberg-were 
both  forced   to  fall    back,  while  Qeoeral  Van- 
damme  succeeded  in  intercepting  the  communi- 
cation with  PfuUendorf.    The  left  wing  was  next 
assailed,  and  the  Princes    of  Furstenberg  and 
Anhalt  Bernberg,    who    commanded  di^isions^ 
irere  killt^d  in  succession  :    the  little  town  of 
Leusingen  was  also  taken  possession  of  bjr  the 
French,  but  that  of  Walerisy.a»d  thebatterka 
on  the  NeUenberg,  resisted  all  their  efibrts,  vrbrle 
the.  archduke,  by  detaching  two:battalions  on  the 
|iaiik  and  rear  of  the  assailants,  checked  their 
advance,  and  obliged  a  half  brigade  to  surrender. 
Nighi,  which  put  an  end  to  the  combat^  left^  the 
victory,  undecided  ;    and  Hae.  enduing  morning 
discovered  the  invaders  reaewingr their  attack  On 
the  village  which  b^d  beeu  so  gallantly  defended 
the  preceding  evening.    Being,  however,  onM 
more  )[oiled,  and  despairing  of  success  on  any 
other  pointy  General  Jourdan,  after  sustaining  a 
'oss^of  about  four  thousaad  men,  fell  back,  with 
is  centre  on  the  heights  of  Vtllengen  and  Roth-^ 
fvell,  to  cover  the  Talley  of  Kintiig^  while  the 
l^gbt  wing,  under  General  Feriao,  took  post  at 
the  entrance  of  the  Yal  D'Enfer ;  and  the  left, 
commanded  by  St.  Cyr,  occupied  the  banks  of 
the  Kuiebiss.    The  archduke,  following  up  his 
success,  dislodged  the  enemy  from'  these  positions, 
with  considerable  loss,  and  obliged  them,  after 
a  disorderly  retreat,  to  re*cro88  the  Rhine  at 
Lauttemburg  end  Strasburgb ;    while  Jotirdsn 
returned  to  Paris,  and  imputed  the  blame  of  his 
miscarriage  to  the  governmenti  who  had  ordered 
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BOOK  It.  him,  contrary  to  his  own  Jadginent,  to  attack  the 

•^ imperialists  with  an  inferior  army. 

CiiAP.  X.-  While  these  operations  were  passing  in  the 

Black  Forest,  Mas&ena,  to  whom  the  comniand  of 
the  army  of  Switzerland  was  confided,  had  taken 
Jhe  field  for  the  purpose  of  driving  the  Austrians 
from  the  mountainous  regions  inhabited  by  the 
Orisons.  He  accordingly  marched  against  the 
imperialists,  forced  the  important  pass  of  Lucian- 
Bteg,  and  obliged  the  enemy  to  retire  into  the 
Tyrol.  But  the  defeat  of  the  grand  army  in 
Buabia  checked  his  career,  and  enabled  the 
Archduke  Charles  to  derange  the  plan  of  opera* 
tions  marked  out  for  the  French  armies,  by 
parching  his  victorious  troops  along  the  banks 
of  the  Rhine  towards  Switzerland. 

Such  was  the  situation  of  the  armies,  when 
intelligence  was  received  of  an  event  that  seemed 
destined. to  awaken  the  slumbering  energies  of 
France,  and  to  cast  a  cloud  over  the  victories  of 
her  enemies  :    notwithstanding  the  rupture  be- 
tween France  and  the  emperor,  the  congress  of 
Radstadt  still  continued  to  sit,  with  a  lingering 
hope  of  accomodating  the   differences   on   the 
part  of  the  empire.     But  the  Austrian  plenipo- 
lentiartes  soon  after  withdrew,  and  those  of  the 
republic  were  preparing  to  follow  their  example, 
when,  they  received  a  Tetter  from  Colonel  Bar- 
liacsy,  of  the  Szekler  huzars,   dated  the  28th 
4[>f  April,  enjoining  them  to  depart  within  the 
space  of  twenty-^four  hours.   Being  determined  to 
comply  without  loss  of  time  with  this  peremptory 
prder,  they  set  out  that  very  night,  two  hours 
after  sun-set^  but  no  sooner  had  they  advanced 
a  <)aarter  of  a  league  from  the  city,  than  they 
;were  despoiled  of  their  papers,  and  two  of  their 
number  assassinated.    Bonnier  fell,  pierced  with 
many  wounds;    Roberjot  was  murdered  while 
clasped  in  the  arms  of  bis  wife,  who  vainly  hoped 
to  albrd  him  protection ;  but  Jean  Debry,  though 
eiftt  with  sabres,  in  the  presence  of  his  two  daughters^ 
Jiis  secretary,  and  servants,  fortunately  escaped, 
by  feigning  that  death  which  the  assassins  in- 
tended for  him.      After  wandering  during  the 
whole  night  in  a  wood,  he  was  fortunate  enough 
to  return  unperceived  to  the  place  in  whidi  he 
had  so  lately  appeared  in  a  character   hitherto 
deemed  inviolate  even  among  barbarians. 
(         This   unexampled  murder   astonished  all 
£arope,  and  of  course  produced  the  most  vio- 
lent oomplftints  on  the  part  of  the  French  govem- 
inent.      The  directory  stated,  in  an  address  to 
the  French  nation,  *Uhat  their  plenipotentiaries 
had  been  recently  massacred  in  cold  blood,  by  the 
orders  of  the  satdlites  of  Austria .    Tho^e  illustri- 
ous victims,  whose  character  was  sacred,  have 
been  sacrificed  only,"  it  is  added,  *'  because  they 
^ere  the  representative  image  of  a  people  which 
your  ferocious  enemy  would  have  been  happy  to 
have  butchered  without  a  single  exception ;  simi- 


lar to  that  other  emperor,  who,  in  his  brutal  fero« 
city,  wished  .the  Romans  had  but  one  head >  that 
he  might  strike  it  off  with  a  single  blow." 

No  sooner  was  this  event  notified  to  the  gal- 
lant archduke,  than  he  promised  to  inflict  the 
most  exemplary  punishment  on  such  of  his  troops 
as  might  have  committed  so  foul  a  murder,  and 
actually  delivered  up  to  Massena  twelve  indi- 
viduals found  near  Radstadt,  clothed  in  the 
uniform  of  the  Szekler  hussars,  though  it  after- 
wards appeared  that  they  did  not  belong  to  that 
regiment.  His  Imperial  Majesty,  Francis  II.  also 
solemnly  pledged  his  word,  to  institute  the 
liecessary  inquiries,  and  exact  suitable  retribu- 
tion ;  but  Germany  has  never  yet  beheld  this 
guilty  and  mysterious  deed  either  explained  or 
expiated. 

The  war  in  Italy,  where  the  republican  sol- 
diers had  formerly  gained  such  decisive  con- 
questSj  and  reaped  so  many  laurels,  commenced 
on  the  part  of  France  under  very  unfavourable 
auspices.  Every  thing  seemed  to  demonstrate, 
that  the  councils  of  that  county  were  no  long^* 
directed  with  the  same  wisdom,  nor  her  armies 
led  with  the  same  ability,  as  when  Camot  planned 
her  campaigns,  and  Bonaparte  fought  her  battles 
in  that  quarter. 

The  chief  command  of  the  republican  armies 
had  been  .  transferred .  from  Championnet  to 
Sherer,  the  French  minister  at  war,  and  the 
first  efforts  of  the  new  general  were  directed 
against  Tuscany.  Having  obtained  possession 
of  the  capital,  the  port  of  Leghorn  was  at  the. 
same  time  seized  by  General  Biionis,  and  all  the 
property  appertaining  to  the  sobgects  of  Great 
Britain,  Portugal,  Austria,  RusAia,  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  and  the  statea  of  Barbary,  subjected  to 
sequestration ;  while  the  grand  duke  and  his 
family  were  furnished  with  a  guard  of  honour, 
and  allowed  to  proceed  without  molestation 
to  the  German  capital.  From  Florence,  Scherer 
marched  at  the  head  of  his  troops  to  Mantua, 
where  it  was  determined  by  a  countnl  of  war,  to 
attack  the  enemy  before  they  could  receive  any 
reinforcements  n'om  Suabia,  or  had  eflfected  a 
junction  with  the  Russians. 

The  command  of  the  Anstrian  army  had 
been  intrusted  to  General  Kray,  who  now  occu- 
pied Verona,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  that 
city,  with  a  bod v  of  twenty  thousand  men ;  from 
eight  to  ten  thousand  w^re  posted  at  Porto 
Langnano ;  the  heights  of  Pastringo,  Cyse,  and 
Calmasino,  were  fortified  with  great  care ;  and 
while  the  right  wing  extended  to  the  lake  of 
Garda,  the  left  was  posted  on  the  Adige,  over 
which  were  thrown  two  bridges  of  boats,  whidi  at 
once  maintained  the  communication,  and  in  case 
of  exigency  would  faciUtate  a  retreat. 

The  French  army  of  Italy  was  on  this  occa-» 
slon  formed  into  several  divisions,  five  of  whiab 
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were  to  attack  tbe  enemy  io  front,  while  tlie  sixtb, 
under  General  Serrurier,  received  orders  to  pass 
the  Adige,  and  after  forming  a  junctioa  wita 
other  troops,  posted  in  tbe  neighbourhood  of 
Treat,  to  turn  the  eoemy's  flank  in  the  moun* 
tains.  On  the  26th  of  March,  the  French  ad* 
Tanced  in  column,  and  the  action  commenced  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Castel  Nuoto,  between  the 
lake  of  Garda  and  the  Adige.  Th^  battle  con- 
tiDued  wiUi  Tarious  success  from  sun-rising 
till  night ;  during  which  General  Moreau,  who 
served  upon  this  occasion  as  a  volunteer,  and 
assumed  the  direction  of  tbe  right  wing  of  the 
army,  took  fourteen  hundred  prisoners;  but 
Soberer,  who  had  taken  post  on  the  left,  being 
routed,  Moreau  was  obUged  to  relinquish  his 
advantages,  and  retreated  across  the  Adige  to 
Peschiera.  In  the  course  of  tbe  day,  the  post 
of  Massino  was  carried  by  the  French  no  less 
than  seven  i^tterent  tames,  by  means  of  fresh 
troops;  but  they  were  finally  repulsed  with 
severe  loss,  and  General  Kaim,  who  was  him- 
self wounded,  observed  in  his  report,  ^^  that 
there  was  no  former  example  of  so  deadly  a 
fir<e  of  musket  shot  having  been  maintained 
without  interruption  during  Uie  space  of  eighteen 
hours." 

Three  days  after  this  sanguinary  conflict, 
8eherer  af  ain  attacked  nil  the  Austrian  posts. 
Having  dislodged  General  Kaim  from  his 
position  betbre  Verona,  he  tlirew  bridges  over 
the  Adige,  and  detached  a  division  which  drove 
back  the  advanced  posts  of  the  imperialists  to 
wittiin  half  a  league  of  that  city,  and  sucoeeded 
in  gaining  a  height  which  covered  their  right, 
flank.  To  repel  this  attack.  General  Kray 
detached  the  division  of  General  Frolich,  which, 
marching  through  the  city,  fell  upon  the  French 
in  three  columns,  and,  after  an  obstinate  resist- 
ance, drove  them  from  the  eminence.  This 
retreat  was  so  precipitate,  and  the  pursuit  so 
irigorouq,  that  the  bridges  were  broken  down, 
and  almost  a  whole  column  of  the  enemy  were 
prevented  from  passing  the  Adige.  Part  of 
them  were  in  consequence  compelled  to  siirren- 
dcsr,  and  the  remainder  made  a  fruitless  attempt 
to  escape  through  the  mountains.  In  this  battfe, 
so  disastrous  to  tbe  arms  of  France^  their  loss 
wan  estimated  at  seven  thousand  men. 

But  tbe  fate  of  Italy  still  hung  in  annpense, 
when  the  commuider  dispatched  by  the  £ni|Me* 
ror  Paul  arrived  at  Verona,  on  the  ISth  of  April, 
with  his  advanced  guard,  and  took  upon  himself 
the  command  of  the  Austro-Rusaian  army,  now 
estimated  at  100,000  men.  Tbe  aioflient  must 
lie  allowed  to  have  been  peculiarly  favourable 
for  the  new  commander  ,  as  the  French,  after 
successive  defeats,  were  obliged  to  take  refuge 
vnder  the  cannon  oi  Mantua,  and  had  become  so 
mioh  inferior  in  point  of  juunben^  that  jUitbur 
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but  a  sudden  relreat  eould  save  them  from  cap-  BOOK  II. 
tivity.      It   was  at   this   critical    period    that  .^.^— p^ 
Soberer  resigned  to  General  MoMun  the  com-  Chap.  X. 
mand  of  bis  reduced  and  dispersed  army,  which  ^•^'v^ 
did  not  exceed  thirty-thousand   men,  harassed      VfW^ 
by  severe  marches,  and  intimidated  by  recent 
defeats.      A  retreat   having  therefore   beoome 
absolutely   necessary,    Isola    della    Scala  and 
Villa   Franca   were  abandoBed  in  succession; 
the  JAmdo  was  crossed,    and  the  fortresses  d 
Peschiera  and  Mantua  being  abandoned  to  their 
fate.    Generals    Kray  and  Klanau  formed  the 
blockade  of  both,  with  a  body  of  twenty-five 
thousand  men. 

Suworow,  more  distinguished  as  a  vigorous 
warrior  than  as  a  skilful  general,  basteoed  to 
avail  biaaself  of  the  advantages  he  enjoyed  over 
a  retreating  foe,  and  two  days  after  his  arrival 
at  head-quarters,  tbe  town  and  citadel  of  Bres- 
cia, with  a  garrison  af  one  thousand  men,  eapU 
tulated  to  tbe  troops  under  his  command.    Ilav.«> 
ing  crossed  the  OgUo,  ami  advanced  in  threa 
columns  to  tbe  right  bank  of  the  Adda,    the 
French  were  found  strongly  posted  on  the  oppo« 
site  side,  having  fortified  Casaino,   and  mad» 
all  the  necesssry  preparations  for  tti  dratinata 
resbtsAce.    Notwithstanding  these  preparatioii^^ 
tbe  Russian  General  VukaMowich  found  meana 
to  cross  the  river  during  the  night  en  a  flying 
bridge,  and  to   take  post  an  the  right  bmk, 
near  Brivio.     The  next  mominr,  an  Austrian 
column,  under  General  Ott,  passed  tha  same  river 
near  the  castle  of  Tresao,  and  feUiiig  in  vritk 
Grenier's  division,  ferosd  it  to  give  way.    Tha 
village  of  Peszo   was   mt%i   carried  sward  in 
hand ;  and  General  Melas,  af^ointed  to  march 
with  his  artillery  against  Caasinoy  forced  the 
intreftchments  of  the  Ritorto  canal,  while  a  divi* 
sion  of  the  French  army  at  Bertera,  under  the 
command  of  General  Serrurier,  was  completely 
surrounded,  and  obliged,  after  a  gallant  resist- 
ance, to  capitulate.    These  engagements,  fought 
'  on  the  27th  of  April,  determiMd  tha  fate  af  the 
Cisalpine  r^uhGc,  and  on  the  morning  <tf  tha 
foUowiag  day,  the  ocmquerora  entered  the  eity  af 
Milan.    About  the  same  time,  the  Field<-mar^ 
shal  Count  de  BeUegarde  obtained  an  uointer-^ 
rupted  aeries  of  successes,  in  a  war  of  posts, 
in  the  moantaiaaua  regions  of  the  Engadine ; 
whik  Hotse,  by  a  gieaeral  attack  on  the  French 
troops  in  the  Urison  country,  dislodged   them 
from  all  thehr  positions  between  Jjuciensteig  and 
Coire,    with  a  loss  on  the  part  of  the  enemy 
of  sixteen  pieoes  af  cannon,  and  two  thousand 
prisoners.    In  Switaerland,  'beveral  partial  in- 
surrections direoled  against  the  French  authori- 
ties took  place  at  the  same  period ;  tiia  whole 
casrtan  of  Uri  was  in  arms  ;t  tha  peo^^of  the 
Valais,  protected  bv  a  hedy  of  Aostriana,  under 
General  Kain^  hna  nrai  in  mass ;  tmA  a.gieat 
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BOOK  II.  part  of  the  Valteline  was  in  podsession  of  the 

imperialists.     To  complete  this  reverse  of  for- 

C^p.  X.  tune,  Pescfaiera  surrendered  after  a  short  sie^e 
^^^^?*^  to  Creneral  Count  St.  Julien  ;  .  Mantua  was 
17W  closely  pressed  ;  the  capital  of  Piedmont  was 
at  the  same  time  threatened  by  a  column  of  the 
allies ;  and  Morean,  yielding  to  superior  numbers, 
was  obliged  to  abandon  bis  strong  position 
between  the  Po  and  the  Tenaro,  after  defeating 
General  Vukassowich  on  the-  banks  of  the 
Bormida. 

Hitherto  Suworow  appeared  to  have  justi- 
fied the  appointmeSIt  of  his  sovereign,  and  the 
high  opinion  formed  of  his  talents  by  all  Europe.' 
But  it  soon  became  evident  that  he  was  unac- 
quainted with  war  on  a  grand  scale,  and  equally 
ignorant  of  the  nation,  and  of  the  general  with 
whom  he  had  to  contend.  Instead  of  moving  in 
a  compact  body,  and  aiming  a  concentrated  blow 
«t  his  already  enfeebled  enemy,  he  endeavoured- 
to  embrace  a  great  variety  of  objects  at  the  same 
moment,  and  dissipated  bis  strength  by  striking 
at  the  extremities,  when  he  ought  to  have  levelled 
a  mortal  blow  at  the  heart.  Acting  upon  this 
impolitic  principle,  he  undertook  the  siege  of 
Turin  in  person,  while  General  Kray,  with 
twenty-five  thousand  men  under  his  command, 
was  instructed  to  break  ground  before  Mantua, 
hitherto  only  surrounded.  Orders  were  at  the 
same  time  given  to  attack  the  castle  of  Milan ;  to 
blockade  Alexandria,  Tortona,  Ferrara,  and 
Bologna;  to  open  the  trenches  before  Pizzighi- 
tone ',  and  to  occupy  the  passes  of  Susa,  Pig- 
Aerol,  and  the  Co4  d'Assiete.  At  the  same 
time,  Major-general  Hohenzollern  was  posted  at 
Modena,  with  a  considerable  body  of  troops, 
and  Lieutenant-general  Ott  detached  with  ten 
thousand  men,  while  the  main  body  of  the  Rus- 
sians advanced  into  Piedmont.  '  ' 

This  loose  and  injudicious  partition  of  the 
allied  army  presented  General  Moreau  with  an  • 
excellent  opportunity' of  reti*ieving  the  losses  he 
had  lately  sustained  in  Italy,  and  he  did  not  fail 
to  seize  the  occasion  vrith  a  promptitude  pecu- 
liar  to  his  character.  Accordingly,  although 
be  had  now  retreated  in  succession  from  the 
plains  of  Lombardy  and  Piedmont,  within  the 
rugged  frontier  of  the  Ligurian  republic,  and  was 
left  with  only  twenty-eigbt  thousand  men,  he 
-detached  General  Victor  vrith  a  whole  division 
to  strengthen  the  army  of  Naples,  while  mea- 
sures were  adopted  on  his  own  part  to  form  a 
Junction  with  the  united  force ;  hoping  in  that 
oase  to  be  able  to  overcome  the  enemy's  troops, 
rendered  weak  by  %xtension,  and  incapable  of 
succouring  each  other  for  want  ef  connection. 
To  render  thi^  plan  of  op^ratioYis  complete,  Ge-- 
neral  Macdonald,  hf  order  of  the  commander-in- 
diief^  immediately  evacuated  Rome  and  Naples, 
after  leaving  strong   gairisons  in    St   £lfflo, 


Capua,  and  Graeta,  and  marched  towards  Flo- 
rence, with  a  view  of  uniting  with  Generals  Gau- 
thier  and  MioUis,  who  commanded  the  French 
troops  in  Tuscany,  and  of  receiving  the  succours 
now  advancing  to  Ids  relief  from  the  head->quar- 
ters  of  Moreau. 

The  disasters  of  the  French  in  Italy  were 
productive  of  extraordinary  changes  in  the 
southern  psgrt  of  that  peninsula,  and  $tnbjected 
those  who  had  taken  part  in  the  revolutions  in 
Naples  and  Rome  to  the  most  terrible  respon- 
sibility. 

Ferdinand  IV.  although  he  had  abandoned 
his  capital,  was  not  wholly  forsaken  by  his  sub- 
jects. The  inhabitants  of  the  provinces,  in  par- 
ticular, still  retained  an  affection  for  their  alraent 
king,  and  a  zeal  of  sufficient  energy  to  render 
them  ready  to  sacrifice  their  lives  in  his  cause. — 
These  sentiments  had  been  carefully  cherished  by 
the  Cardinal  Ruffo,  who  repaired*  to  Calabria, 
where  he  raised  a  number  of  new  levies  round 
the  royal  standard.  Having  overcome  the  de- 
tachments sent  against  him,  in  several  actions, 
he  determined  on  still  greater  exploits.  And  no 
sooner  was  intelligence  received  that  the  French 
had  evacuated  Naples,  than,  after  collecting  the 
wreck  of  General  Mack's  army,  and  being  joined 
by  a  body  of  English  and  Russians,  he  marched 
ajgainst  the  capital,  of  part  of  which  he  made 
himself  master  on  the  feast  of  St.  Anthony,  who 
immediately  succeeded  to- all  the  honours  of  St 
Januarius,  now  considered  as  an  apostate  and  a 
jacobin,  and  deposed  without  ceretnony,  on 
account  of  tlie  decided  protection  he  had  afforded 
to  the  French  invaders.  The  executive  directory 
of  Naples,  the  members  of  the  legislature,  and 
all  those  who  had  held  any  offices  under,  or  had 
countenanced  the  Parthenopean  republic,  were 
now  driven  from  the  city,  and  obliged  to  take 
shelter  within  the  fortresses,  which  fell  in  succes- 
sion into  the  hands  of  the  royal  forces  ;'  and  on 
the  ISth  of  July,  Fort  St.  Elmo,  the  last  and 
the  strongest  of  these  military  stations,  was' 
obliged  to  capitulate  to  the  allies  assisted  by  a 
body  of  British  seamen. 

The  revolution  in  Naples  was  different  in 
many  respects  from  that  of  any  other  country  in 
Europe ;  here  the  lazzaroni,  composed  of  the 
very  dregs  of  a  luxurious  capital,  appear  to  have' 
been  (be  must  strenuous  supporters  of  royalty ; 
whUst  the  nobles  and  the  clergy  supported  the 
French  interest  with  ardour,  and  discharged  with 
unremitting  assiduity  the  functions  of  the  Parthe* 
nopean  government.  ^  No  sooner  had  the  city  of 
Naples  surrendered  to  theauthority  of* Ferdinand,* 
thaii  the  executions  commenced,  and  the  Cheva- 
liers Massa,  Sefra,  Julien  Colonna,  and  the 
Prince  de  Strongoli,  were  among  the  first  vic- 
tims. Beiloni  and  Pistici,  two  priests,  were- 
hanged  near  the  Vicaria ;    the  Adjutant-^genwal  • 
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Grimaldi  burst  from  the  hainlH  of  the  guards, 
and  perished  fighting  against  them.  Manthone^ 
the  miniHter  at  war,  suftered  by  the  hand  of  the 
executioner,  glorying  in  his  conduct ;  and  Po« 
minico  Ciriilo,  on  being. interrogated  as  to  his 
condition,  replied,  *'  Under  the  despotism  I  was 
a  physician  ;  in  the  time  of  the  repuDlic  a  repre- 
sentative of  tiie  people ;  at  present  I  am  a  hero."* 
These  form  only  a  small  number  of  the  persons 
who  expiated  their  treason  against  the  king  with 
their  llyes  ;  some  perished  by  their  own  hands,  to 
HToid  the  dis^ce  of  a  public  execution  ;  others 
were  burnt  within  their  palaces  ;  and  many  hun- 
dreds were  torn  to  pieces  by  an  infuriated  popu-* 
lace.  Nop  was  the  softer  sex  exempt  from  this 
horrible  proscription;-  Eleoaora  Fonseca,  who 
bad  conducted  a  public  journal  in  the  French 
interest,  the  Marchioness  of  mementello,  and 
eighteen'  ladies  of  distinction,  were  executed  by 
the  cord ;  while  the  Duchesses  of  Cassano  and 
Popoii  were  shut  up  for  life  in  a  penitentiary  pri- 
son. These  terrible  examples  do  not  appear  to 
have  given  stability  to  the  goTernment,  for  the 
king,  apprehending  a  second  invasion,  and  not 
deeming  it  safe  to  remain  at  Naples,  thought  fit 
to  return  again  to  Sicily,  and  to  fix  his  residence 
once  more  at  Palermo. 

The  satisfaction  derived  from  the  retreat  of 
the  French  army  was  not  confined  to  the  king- 
dom of  Naples,  but  extended  to  every  part  of 
Italy.  In  Tuscany,  no  less  than  forty  thousand 
of  the  inhabitants,  on  learning  the  ffisastera  of 
Moreau  and  Macdonald,  immediately  flew  to 
arms,  and  attacked  the  republicans  on  every  side. 
The  garrison  of  Florence,  alarmed  for  its  safety^ , 
immediately  abandoned  the  capital,  on  which  the 
populace  cut  down  the  tree  of  liberty,  and  the 
ancient  magistrates  resumed  their  functions.  A 
few  days  after,  a  column  of  Austrians  obliged 
the  invaders  to  abandon  Lucca ;  and  Leghorn 
was  evacuated  in  consequence  of  a  capitulation 
which  restored. the  former  government. 

Rome,  however^  yet  remained  unconquered ; 
but  the  most  vigorous  measures  were  now  taken 
to  subdue  that  city  ;  and  while  a  body  of  Tuscan 
troops,  aided  by  a  detachment  of  Neapolitans,  in* 
vested  the  ancieil  capital  of  the  world.  Captain 
Trowbridge,  wbo^  had  appeared  off  the  mouth 
of  the  Tiber,  with  an  English  squadron  under 
bis  command,  summoned  General  Grenier,  the 
commander  of  the  garrison,  to  surrender.  Feel- 
ing an  entire  confidence  in  the  good  faith  of  the 
British,  a  negociation  was. entered  into  witti the 
captain,  which  terminated  in  :a  convention  on 
the  20th  of  September,  and  by  which  it  rwas 
'  agreed  to  surrender  Rome,  Civita  Veochia,  and 
the  posts  adjacent  to  both,  on  condition  that  the 
troops  should  be  sent  to  France ;  that  the  allies  of 


die  republic,  who  had  either  acted  in  a  public  BOOK  ll. 
capacity,    or    served  along  with- the   Romans,  ■■        ■     ■ 
should  be  allowed  to  depart  unmolested  ;  and  that  €bap.  X. 
no  Roman  citisen  should  be  called  to  account  for  ^"'^'^f^^ 
his  conduct  during  the  occupation  of  Rome  by  the      ^'^ 
French.      The  provisions^  of  this  treaty  were 
strictly  enforced,  and  the  counter-revolution  of 
Rome  was  unattended  by  any  of  those  horrors, 
which    a  sanguinary  policy  had  inflicted  upon 
Naples. 

Macdonald,  having  reached  Florence  without 
encountering  any  obstacles  whatever,  collected 
the  scattered  forces  throughout  Tuscany,  and 
finding  himself  at  the  head  of  thirty-eight  thou** 
sand  troops,  all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of  a 
Polish  legion,  consisted  of  French,  be  determined 
immediately  to  act  on  the  oflfensive.  After  forc- 
ing the  allies  to  raise  the  siege  of  Fort  Urbino; 
he  dispatched  Olivier,  with  a  division  of  the 
centre,  against  Modena,  of  which  he  obtained 
possession  on  the  13th  of  June,  and  drove  the 
Austrians  beyond  the  Po ;  while  General  Kray, 
alarmed  at  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  drew  off 
his  heavy  artillery  trom  before  Mantua,  and 
posted  himself  in  such  a  situation  as  to  prevent 
that  city  from  being  relieved.  In  the  mean  time, 
Macdonald,  although  suffering  under  a  wound 
received  in  a  late  action^  continued  to  -advance, 
and  havinv  arrived  at  Piacensa,  and  formed  a 
junction  witii  General  Victor,  he  attacked  Gene- 
ral Ott  on  the  same  day*  and  obliged  him  to  hUBi 
back,  on  the  castle  of  Giovanni. 

No  sooner  had  Suworow  obtained  intel- 
ligence of  the  victorious  career  of  the  French 
general,  than  be  marched  with  the  principal  part 
of  his  force  to  Aleximdria,  leaving  General  Kaim 
to  prosecute  the  siege  of  Turin  in  his  absence. 
Having  collected  his  troops,  he  advanced  to  the 
Trebia,  at  the  head  of  seventeen  battalions  of 
Russians,  twelve  battalions  of  Austrian  dramons; 
and  titree  regiments  of  Cossacks,  and  by  forced 
marches  arrived  with  his  advanced  ^uard  to  the 
support  of  General  Ott,  who,  after  experienc- 
ing considerable  losses,  was  now  in  full  retreat: 
The  meeting  of  the  hostile  armies  took  place  at 
a  village  six  miles  distant  from  Piacenza,  where 
a  general  engagement  took  place,  on  the  ITth^ 
which  was  continued  with  undiminished  gallantry 
and  perseverance  through  the  two  following  days. 
Suworow  began  the  attack,  on  the  left  wing 
of  the  French,  with  fixed  bayonets,  while  their 
right  vring  and  flank  were  assailed  with  equsJ 
impetuosity.  Macdonald,  who  had  advanced 
against  the  centre,  seeing  himself  assailed  on  all 
sides,  fell  back  behind  the  Tidone,  where  he  re* 
ceived  the  enany  with  so  brisk  a  fire  of  artillery 
and  small  arms,  that  nothing  foKher  could  be 
effected  in  the  course  of  the  night    EArly  the 
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BOOK  11.  next  BQorniDgy  the  allies  crosBed  the  Tidone,  €m  ' 

■  the  banks  of  which  they  bad  eacampcd  the  pre* 

(3flAP.  X.   cedin£^  night,  and   advanced   io   lour  columiw 

^^■'""v^'^^  against  the  Frendi)  who  were  drawn  up  in  line  ^ 

1799      of  battle  along  the  course  of  the  Trebia,  one  of 

the  most  rapid  riTcrs  in  Italy.    At  length  the 

Tan*guardy  under  thfe  oomsnand  of  Prince  Pan- 

frazion,  with  four  squadrons  of  the  Karaeaay 
orse,  and  four  regiments  of  Cossacks,  reaped 
the  left  yving  of  the  French  army  a  little  after 
noon.  Having  turned  the  flank,  they  again  as* 
sailed  the  adversary  with  fixed  bayonets;  and 
80  terrible  was  the  charge,  that  five  hundred  re- 
publicans remained  dead  on  the  field  irf  battle ; 
while  the  adjutant- general,  two  colonds,  and  six 
hundred  privates  of  the  Polish  regiment  of  Dem- 
brouski,  were  made  prisoners,  and  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  a  standard,  taken.  By  another  attack 
made  on  tiie  centre,  the  French  were  driven  over 
the  Trebia ;  but  Macdonald,  undismayed,  and  as 
yet  unvanquished,  soon  after  re-crossed  the  river 
with  a  body  of  ten  thousand  men :  The  French, 
now  become  the  assailants,  w^re  received  with 
undaunted  resolution  by  a  Russian  column,  and 
forced,  by  an  uninterrupted  fire  of  musketry  and 
cannon,  which  continued  till  eleven  o^clock  at 
night,  to  retire,  and  remain  on  the  oppositebank  of 
■the  river.  StiU  (he  conflict  was  not  decided.  The 
third  day's  battle  did  not^commenoe  until  two 
hours  after  noon,  as  tlKe  Fr^ch  waited  for  a  rein- 
forcement uuder  General  Ijapoype,  while  the 
allies  were  not .  disinclined  to  ontain  a  respite 
after  the  multiplied  evolutions  of  the  two  former 
actions.  At  length,  notwithstanding  the  expected 
reinforcement  had  not  arrived,  the  republicans 
determined  on  a  final  eflbrt,  and  the  left  wing  at- 
tempted once  more  to  cross  the  river ;  but,  after 
a  gallant  struggle  they  were  driven  bock  with 
-considerable  loss,  by  Prince  Pangrazion..  Soon 
after,  the  assault  was  renewed  with  redouUed' 
violence,  on  the  column  commanded  by  GeneriU 
JSweykowski.  In  two  subse«[uent  attacks  the 
French  succeeded  in  regaining  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  Trebia,  and  the  fate  of  the  combat  hung 
for  a  considerable  time  in  suspense ;  but  at  lengdi, 
after  a  horrible  carnage,  a  column,  mhkb  had 
Jbeen  ordered  to  assail  the  flank  of  Field-marshal* 
lieutenant  OU,  was  forced  to  retreat  before  the 
iron  ramparts  of  the  Russian  phalanx,  and  Prineo 
Pangrazion,  whose  skill  and  gallantry  had  eon* 
tributed  so  much  to  secure  the  victory  that  awaited 
the  allies,  having  advanced  with  a  body  of  in* 
fantry,  while  the  Austrian  General  Melas  brought 
up  the  artillery  at  a  critical  moinent,  MaecHH 
nald  was  compelled  to  retreat  to  the  right  hank 
of  the  Trebia.  The  trophies  obtained  by  the 
allies  on  this  occasion,  consisted  of  the  field  dP 
battle,  on  which  upwards  of  twelve  hundred  of  the 
enemy  lay  extended,  seven  hundred  prisoners^ 
"three  stand  of  coloursj  and  several  pieces  of  mrtil* 


lery.  The  vanquished  army  took  advantage  of 
the  approach  of  night  to  retire  in  two  columns  to 
Piaoenza,  where  the  four  French  generals^ 
Olivier,  Ruska,  Snlm,  and  Cambran,  with  seve* 
ral  field-oJBcers»  and  between  four  and  five  thoa- 
sand  sdrfdiers,  who  had  been  wounded  in  tibe  lato 
murderous  anions,  were  left  behind,  and  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  advanced  to  Fioreii^ 
neUks  where  Snworow  received  the  first  inteltt* 
gence  that  he  had  been  foiled  by  his  rival. 

While  the  Austro-Rosaan  commander-m- 
chief  was  engaged  on  the  hanks  of  Hie  Trebimy 
Moreau,  taking  advantage  of  his  absence,  left 
Genoa  at  the  head  of  twenty -nine  Diousand  men^ 
and  marching  by  the  Bochette,  Gavi,  %nd  Novi^ 
descended  into  the  plain,  where,  on  the  tdth  of 
June,  he  attacked  and  beat  Field-marshal  Belie- 
garde,  who  had  been  left  to  superintend  tlio 
blockade  of  Alexandria.  No  sooner  did  the  Rus- 
sian field-marshal  receive  intelligence  of  these 
sinistrous  events,  than  he  afaandonied  the  pursuit 
of  Macdonald,  and  endeav^eured  by'a  rapid  coon- 
lermarch  to  overtake  General  M(>reau,  who^  after 
fighting  another  battle,  retreated  within  the 
precincts  of  the  Ligurian  republic,  and  bid  de^ 
fiance  io  his  disappointed  foe. 

Suworow,  however,  was  consoled  in  this 
dssappmntment  by.  the  intelligenoeof  the  tiurren- 
der  of  Turin,  on  the  22d  of  June,  and  with  tiie 
capture  of  Bologna,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  allies  eight  days  afterwards.  In  the  mean 
time,  Macdonnld  pursued  his  march  towards 
Tuscany,  and  ahhoogh  both  himself  and  General 
Victor  had  been  wounded  in  Ae  late  battles  on 
the  Trebia,  yet  he  continued  to  head  the  column, 
and  after  collecting  all  bis  forces,  and  leaving  his 
camp  at  Pistoia,  marched  towards  Lucca,  where 
he  entered  the  Genoese  territory,  and  formed  a 
junction  with  General  Moreau.  Thus  ended  a 
memorable  expedition,  in  the  course  of  vfhich  the 
French  lost  more  than  twrive  thousand  men  ;  yet 
Macdonald  deriTcd  no  tittle  glory  from  a  retreat 
effected  vrithoat  the  surrender  of  a  single  bat- 
talion, akhoiigh  undertaken  after  the  loss  of 
n  pitched  haUle^  and  in  the  face  of  a  superior 
fiMTce. 

The  Italian  fortr^sies,  heidf  now  destitute  of 
a.  covering  army,  were  obliged  to  yield  to  the 
besiegers,  and  the  surrender  of  Fort  Urbino,  and 
St.  lieon,  were  followed  in  rapid  suooession  by  the 
capitulation  of  the  garrison  of  Alexandria,  and 
the  oapture  of  tiie  almost  impregnable  fortress  of 
Mantua  \  the  former  on  the  SIst,  and  the  latter  en 
the  S8th  of  July :  and  Suworow,  having  now  con- 
quered the  greater  part  of  Italy,  began  to  menace 
tile  southern  departments  of  nance ;  but  he  was 
kept  in  check  by  the  army  of  Moreau,  which  still 
oeenpied  its  formidable  position  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Genoa,  and  although  inferior  in  point  of 
nun^iersy  prevented  the  adranco  of  the  allies 
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by  threatening  to  fall  upon  bis  rear.  The  young 
men  of  the  Requisition  were,  at  the  same  time^ 
put  in  motion  on  the  frontier,  and  Championnet, 
i¥ho  had  been  reinstated  in  the  southern  service, 
ivas  employed  in  assembling  an  army  of  forty 
thousana  men,  in  the  vicinity  of  Grenoble.  Supr 
plies  were  also  sent  to  the  army  of.  Italy,  and  the 
rhief  command  of  that  army  was,  by  the  caprice 
of  the  directory,  transferred  from  General  Mo« 
reau  to  General  Joubert,  who  received  orders  to 
act  on  the  offensive,  and  to  attempt  the  imme* 
diate  relief  of  Tortona.  In  pursuance  of  this 
order,  the  French  general  advanced  against  the 
enemy  at  the  head  of  thirty-six  thousand  com* 
batants,  and  encamped,  on  the  15th  of  August, 
upon  the  heights  of  Novi. 

The  French  army  being  divided  into  three 
columns,  the  right,  commanded  by  General  St. 
Cyr,  was  posted  on  the  Serivia ;  the  left,  under 
General  Perigoon,  at  Pastarana ;  and  the  centre, 
led  by  General  Ney,  occupied  the  heights  ;  while 
General  Dombrouski  with  a  small  corps  invested 
the  fort  of  Serra-Yalle,  at  that  time  in  possession 
of  the  Austrians. 

The  allies  were  far  superior  in  numbers  : 
Suworow  and  Melas  were  at  the  head  of  thirty- 
five  thousand  troops,  of  their  respective  nations  ; 
fifteen  thousand  Piedmontese,  who  had  formerly 
obliged  the  garrison  of  Cevi  to  surrender,  now 
acted  as  light  troops  ;  while  General  Kray  entered 
the  camp  on  that  very  day  with  eighteen  thousand 
troops,  set  at  liberty  by  the  fall  of  Mantua. 

The  French  commander,  being  as  yet  unde* 
cided  on  the  conduct  he  should  pursue,  repaired, 
on  ttie  morning  of  the  I4th,  along  with  Moreau, 
for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitring  the  enemy,  whom 
they  found  posted  with  his  right  at  Bocce,  the 
left  at  Tortona,  and  the  centre  at  Pozzolo. 
Suworow,  conscious  of  his  superior  strength, 
and  determined  to  .anticipate  the  French,  whom 
he  knew  to  be  always  most  formidable  when  they 
were  the  assailants,  attacked  their  left  wing ;  and 
the  French  general,  on  his  return,  found  thitt  the 
action  had  become  general.  Eager,  to  animate 
his  troops  by  his  presence,  General  Joubert,  in 
advancing  at  the  head  of  his  staff,  was  struck 
with  a  ball,  which  pierced  his  heart ;  still  he  con- 
tinued, even  in  the  agonies  of  death,  to  exhort  te 
deeds  of  heroism,  and  fell  exclaiming,  ^'  March ! 
march !  and  fight  for  the  republic !"  The  loss  of 
their  general  diminished  not  the  ardour  of.  the 
soldiers.  The  allies  were  received  every-where 
with  intrepidity.  The  two  armies  were  engaged 
along  the  whole  extent  of  their  line.  The 
slaughter  was  terrible,,  but  no  impression  was 
made  on  either  side.  Thrice  did  Suworow  charge 
the  centre  of  the  enemy,  in  person,  at  the  head  of 
his  gallant  veterans,'  and  thrice  was  he  repulsed 

Sthe  invincible  valour  of  the  French  legions, 
oreau,  who  again  took  upon  him  the  command 
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on  the   death  of  Joubert,   was  here  opposed  to  BOOK  IX. 
Suworow,  and;  assisted  by  the  Generals  St.  Cyr 


and  DesoUes,  achieved  acts  worthy  of  admira-  Chap.  X. 
tion.  In  the  mean  time.  General  Melas,  with  the  '"^fZ^T^ 
left  wing  of  the  allies,  reached  the  heights  of  ^ '^^ 
Novi,  on  the^side  of  Pietalle,  and  marching  along 
the  banks'  ef  the  Serivia,  completely  succeeded 
in  turning  the  right  flank  of  the  French  army; 
This  grand  mancBuvre  decided  the  victory.  The 
danger  of  being  surrounded,  compelled  the  French 
general  to  abandon  the  field  of  battle  to  the  allies^ 
who  took  four  generals,  and  four  thousand  pri- 
soners, with  thirty-seven  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
fifty-seven  tumbrils.  The  rear-guard  of  the 
enemy  sufiered  much  in  the  attempt  to  cover 
the  retreat ;  and  night,  which  alone  saved  them 
from  destruction,  enabled  them  to  rally  their 
scattered  forces,  and  cunce  moce  to  occupy  theiv 
former  position,  near  Genoa.  * 

The  battle  of  Novi  wa»  attended  with  im- 
mense advantages  to  the  allies,  as  it  permitted 
them  to  send  a  body  of  troops  into  ^witaeerland, 
and  rendered  them  masters  of  Tortona,  which 
bad  agreed  to  surrender,  if  not  relieved  before 
a  stipulated  day.  Nor  did  the  Russian  general 
fail  upon. this  occasion. te  ree«ve  the  most  gra- 
cious testimonies,  of  approbation  from  his  sove- 
reign, who,  by  a  special  ukase,  conferred-  upon 
him  the  title  of  Pnncc  ItalUkL 

.  The  success  of  the  allies  had  been  hitherto 
uniformly  brilliant,  both  iu  €termany,  which  now 
seemed  to  be  exempt  from  the  dangers  of  invasion^ 
and  in  Italy,  .where  most^  of  the  principal  for^ 
Ureases  had  bUcSKiiefor^  .their  prowese  andperse^ 
"verance.  Bat  no  soionier  did  }he  French  cease  to 
be  formidable,  than  :the  fatal  nffeeie  of  jealousy 
b^^u  to-,  be  vLsiUe,  both  in  the  councils  and  in 
the  campa  of  the  two  nations ;  and  the  suspieion 
and  distrust  of  dieaiaiiieB  had,  at  length,  attained 
such  an.  alarming^  height,  that  it  was  deemeit' 
knpelitie  to  confine  their  exertions-  to  the  same 
tbeairei  .  Accordii^y,  after  frequent  consulta- 
tions, measures  were  taken,  if  not  to  aocommo- 
^te  their  difierences,  at  least  to  prevent  them 
from  proving  hurtful  to  the  common  cause.  In 
consequence  of  ttus,  it  was  resolved,  that  Melas 
should,  continue  the  war  in  Italy ;  while  the  Rus- 
jtttad;  under  Italiski,  should  enter  Switzerland,  and; 
After  defealingr  the  army  of  Maeseno,  should  pene^-' 
itrateinto  the  territories,  of  ^e  French  republic.  ' 
The/  eommeneement  <tf  Hie  campaign  in 
Snilfterland  was  peeuliariy  auspicious  to  the 
French;  as  Massenanot  only  obliged  the  Aus.- 
tidansta  ev«euol^ tho  oouolry  df  the  Grisons,  but 
also  sent  detaehnients,  under-  Lecourbe  and 
Desollea,  into  the  Tyrol,  towards  the  source  of  the 
Jnn  and  the  Adige,  and  thus  secured  a  double 
ei^tpanee  into  Italy  and  GeroMiny  at  the  samie 
time.  But  these  successes  were  of  short  duration , 
for  as  .  soon  a)s  the  aeason  for  military  operations. 
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BOOK  IL  woald  permit^  the  ArcMtdce  Charles  dispatched 
■  Count  Neueadorff  and  MjQor-general  Piaezce^ 

Ciup.  X.^  a^inat  Schaffhanseo  and  Pelerhaiwen,  and  both 
'  thrae  places  fell,  about  the  ISth  of  April ,  into 
tiie  bands  of  the  Amtrians.  In4he  mean  time^ 
Oen«ral  Uotse  attacked  and  carried  the  fortress 
of  Lttciensteig^,  and  was  fortunate  enough,  on 
the  same  occasion,  to  surround  and  capture  the 
g^reater  part  of  a  demi-brigade,  with  eight  pieces 
of  cannon.  Nor  did  his  success  end  here ;  as  he 
soon  after  seised  on  Coire,  the  capital  of  the 
GhrisonSy  and  forced  the  republieans  to  OTacuate 
the  whole  of  that  country* 

The  archduke,  having  chased  the  iuTadera 
from  the  German  territory,  passed  the  Rhine 
between  Diasenkofen  and  SokedFhausen,  without 
opposition,  and  mored  forward  to  AldesAngen, 
on  the  Thur.    Two  columns,    und^nr    General 
Hotze  ami  Prince  Reuss,  soon  after  adTanced  to 
2^aci&  the  enemy's  positions  Jiear  Wintberthur, 
on  whidi  the  French  retired  to  the  banks  of  Che 
Tress,  and  of  the  Gbrtt,  in  eaceessioa.    Massena, 
having  concentrated  his  forcses,  assumed  a  strong 
position,  in  front  of  Zurich,  his  flanks  being  post* 
ed  on  the  adjointnr  hills,  and  Ins  centre  coyerel 
with  a  chain  of  re£mb49.    On  the  4th  of  June, 
the  archduke  passed  the  Giatt,  and  on  the  same 
day  took  up  1^  head^-quartets  at  Klotten.    After 
reconnoitring     the    enemy's     position,     which 
nature  and  art  had  conspired  to  strengtiien,  he 
ordered  some  villages  to  be  attaekisd  on  part  <tf 
bis  line,  but  they  were  obstinately  defended,  and 
taken  and  retalLen  several  times  in  tbe  ooursS'  of 
the  day.   On  the  following  moroiDg,  the  arehduke 
renewed  the  attac|L  upon  the  enemy's  intrendi'^ 
ments  with  his  whole  farce,  and  after  a  well  con- 
tested battle,  in  which  theAuatrians  numbered 
three,*  and  tbe  Frendi  four-geDerals,t  among 
the  wounded,  night  put  an  nd  to  tiie  eimtest^ 
leaving  the  palm  of  victory  stiH  unawardod.   The 
Austrian  prinoe,  determmed  to  try  the  iite  of 
another  day,  gave  orders  to  renew  the  attack  on 
the  morning  of  tbe  6tb ;  but  Massena,'  who  had 
{already  soff^ed  oonsiderably,  thought  proper  to 
withdniw  across  the  limnaat,  under  cover  of  the 
preceding  night,  leaving  belund  Um  tbirty^^five 
pieces  of  cannon^  three  howitaers,  and  a  number 
«f  ammunition  waggons.      The  Msnk  <tf  tUs 
engagement  enabled  the  AustriluaB  to  c»feaU(Mi 
thur  bead' quarters  at  Zoricht  on  the  7tb,  und 
'Obliged  GeAerat  Massena  to  retreat  to  Mount 
Albis^  his  left  being  flanked  by  the  Rhine,  and  his 
right  by  the  lake  c^  Zu|^. 

Never  did  Prance  sfppear  io  be  in  a  more 
•critical  sitnation'tbanatthisiBomentj  Her  armies 
were  every^wbese  inferior,  *  cTery-wbere  diept* 
rited^  and  evoy- where  overcome.  Of  all  her 
Itabaa  ooflMtuests,  the  barren  rocks  of  L^gipiria 


alone  remained  in  possession  of  tbe  republicans ; 
from  Germany  her  troops  had  recently  been  ex- 
pelled ;  and  the  greater  part  of  Helvetia  had  now 
submitted  to  the  conquerors.  Holland  was  also 
at  this  period  threatened  with  invasion  by  Eng- 
land ;  while  Russia  poured  forth,  with  no  parsi- 
monious hand,  her  well-disciplined  battalions  on 
the  fertile  plains  of  Lombardy^  and  on  the  rug- 
ged mountains  of  Switcerland.  In  this  extre- 
mity, tbe  republic  was  saved  for  a  time,  by  the 
increaMd  vigour  infused  into  the  executive  go- 
▼ernment  from  tbe  revolution  of  the  IBih  of  June. 
No  sooner  were  Treillard,  Larevelliere,  and  Mer- 
lin, succeeded  in  the  directorial  office  by  Roger 
JDucos,  Gonier,  and  Moulin,  than  the  most  ener- 
getic measures  were  adopted  to  reinforce  all  the 
armies,  and  to  enable  them  once  more  lo  act  on 
the  ofibnsive.  A  law  was  immediately  passed  for 
embodying  the  whole  of  the  military  conscription, 
which  consisted  of  nearly  all  the  youth  of  France ; 
and  a  decree  was  obtained  to  raise  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  millions  of  livres,  for  tbe  purpose  of 
carrying  on  the  w&^  with  increased  vigour. 

The  indefatigable  Massena,  having  received 
fresh  supplies  of  men  and  provisions,  advanced 
ov^  Mount  Albis,  an'd  re-commenced  operations 
against  the  archduke,  before  that  prince  bad 
^oted  a  junction  with  a  large  body  of  Rnssiaris, 
ROW  in  fuU  march  for  SchaflThausen,  under  the 
command  of  Rimsikorsakaw.  The  system  of 
attack  adopted  on  this  occasion  by  the  French 
was  equally  bold  and  snecessfril :  A  column  of 
the  republicans,  detached  across  the  Limmat,  was 
fortunate  enough  to  penetrate  into  tbe  Austrian 
eamp,  on  tbg  14th  of  August,  and  to  carry  terror 
and  dismay  into  that  city,  which  they  had  been  so 
lately  forced  to  abandon.  On  the  day  succeeding 
this  partial  attack,  another  combined  operation  took 
place  along^tho  wliole  extent  of  the  left  mng  of  tbe 
Austrian  line :  General  Chabran  having  scaled 
tbe  heights  of  Richtersuyl,  Etzel,  and  Schin- 
doleaai*  threatened  to  turn  the  position  of  Zurich^ 
wfatte  Leeourbe  embarked  with  a  choice  body  of 
troops  -on'  board  a  flotilla,  prepared  for  him  on 
the  lake  of  the  fbui^  cantons,  landed  at  Fluellen, 
forced  the  iamous  pass  of  tbe  Devil's  bridge, 
took  possession  of  St.  Gotbard,  and  seised  on 
tbe  Valais. 

To  relieve  Massena  front  the  joint  pressure 
of  the  Austrians  and  Russians,  the  French  army 
of  observation  encamped  in  tbe  neighbourhood 
4if  Meats,  received  orders  to  take  the  field  ;  and 
General  Muller,  to  whose  charge  this  duty  was 
ooafided,  accordingly  established  his  head-quar- 
ters at  Manbeim,  and  pushed  his  advanced 
ffuard  as  iar  as  Heidelberg ;  while  Baraguy 
d'HiUerS)  advancing  with  a.body  of  troops  drawn 
fkim  tbe  neighbouring  garrisons,  imposed  a  con- 
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tribution  upon  Praiicibrt,  passed  the  MafD6,  and 
joined  his  countrymen  in  the  territories  of  Darm- 
stadt. No  sooner  had  the  archduke  learnt  that 
a  body  of  French  troop<«,  after  entering  Suabia, 
"was  levying  contributions,  and  seizing  on  the  rich 
harvests  of  Germany,  now  left  defenceless  by  his 
absence,  than  he  sent  forward  a  strong  detach* 
ment,  aiid  having  conferred  the  command  of  the 
Austrian  army  in  Switserland  on  General  Hotze;, 
soon  after  re-crossed  the  Rhine  in  person. 

While  the  Austrian  chief  was  saecessfnlly 
employed  in  repressing  the  late  incursions  of  the 
foe  in  Gerihany,  Massena^  availing  himself  of  the 
absence  of  the  prince,  determined  once  more  to 
obtain  a  decided    superiority    in    Switzerland, 
before  the  arrival  of  Suworow  rendered  a  defen- 
sive system  once  more  necessary.     Accordingly, 
after  a  number  of  evolutions,    he   approached 
Zurich  on  the  ^th  of  September,  and  ordered 
Lecourbe,   an   officer  admirably  skilled  in  the 
.vrarfare  of  mountainous   regions,  to  enter  the 
'▼alley  of  the  Orisons,  and  turn  the  left  wing  of 
the  allies,  commanded  by  General  Hotze.   At  the 
.  same  time,  the  French  general  detached  Lorg^ 
'against  the  Russians,  encamped  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Limmat ;  while  two  columns,  under 
.Generals  Mortier  and  Klein,  were  directed  to 
attack  the  centre,  and  General  Soult  to  carry  the 
advanced  posts  of  the  Austrians. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  these  combined 
movements,  stretching  on  an  immense  line  from 
the  confines  of  the  country  of  the  Orisons  to  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine,  were  all  carried  into  execu- 
tion, and  the  battle  commenced  with  equal  gal* 
lantry  en  both  sides.  By  one  of  those  disastrous 
events,  on  which  not  only  the  fate  of  battles,  but 
even  the  destiny  of  nations  is  sometimes  suspend- 
ed, General  Hotse  received  a  mortal  wound  early 
in  the  engagement,  and  was  taken  lifeless  from 
the  field.  General  Petrasch,  upon  whom  the 
command  of  the  left  wing  now  devolved,  finding 
himself  overpowered  by  anperior  numbers,  soos 
found  it  necessary  to  retreat  with  precipitancy 
.before  the  assailants ;  and  Prince  Koraskow, 
being  unable  to  withstand  the  reiterated  assaults 
of.  the  enemy^s  columns,  was  obliged  to  give 
.way ;  on  which  the  French  troops  carried  Zurich 
^  by  assault,  and  a  considerable  body  of  Russian 
troops  posted  in  that  city  was  obliged  to  surren- 
der. The  immediate  result  of  this  battle  consist- 
ed in  the  immense  slaughter  of  the  Austro-Ru$- 
9ian  army :  the  capture  of  five  thousand  pri- 
soners, one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fifteen 
^ndards,  in  addition  to  the  principal  part  of 
the  baggage  of  the  Russians ;  and  the  immediate 
retreat  of  the  allies,  first  to  the  banks  of  the 
Tbur,  and  afterwards  across  the  Rhine. 

The  heroic  Russian  chief,  grown  hoary  ia 
camps,  but  still  animated  by  the  glowing  Ardour 
^  youth,  having  crossed  the  plains  ofKed* 
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naont,  de/eated  the  troops  of  Leoi^urbe*  and  pos-  BOOK  II. 
sessed  himself  of  the  heights  of  St.  Gotbard,  was  ■ '  ■■ 

now  about  to  enter  the  canton*  of  Uri,  when  he  Cbap^X.^ 
received  an  imperfect  account  of  the  defeat  of  the  ^""T^CT*"^ 
allies  at  Zurich ;  and  this  disastrous  intelligenee  ^'^^ 
was  speedily  confirmed  by^the  approach  of  the 
retreating  Russians.  Foaming  with  rage  at  a 
sight  so  novel  to  a  general  unaocustomed  to  see 
the  Russian  legions  fly-before  their  adversaries, 
he  had  recourse  to  threats,  and  intimated  to 
Prince  Koraskow,  that  *^  he  should  answer  with 
bis  head  if  he  made  another  retrograde  step/^ 
^That  unfortunate  gen'eral,  burning  with  desire 
to  vindicate  his  character  to  so  gallant  a  chief, 
immediately  re-assembled  the  wreck  of  his 
troops;  and  having  been  joined  by  a  body  of 
Austrians,  the  corps  of  Cond6,  and  the  Bavarian 
contingent,  determined  to  attempt  a  diversion  ia 
favour  of  his  commander,  by  re-assuming  his 
former  position  before  Zurich,  during  the  ab- 
sence oi  Bf  assena.  But  the  latter,  who  had  so 
lately  dispelled  the  chamr  of  Russian  invinci- 
bility, proved  his  superiority  by  securing  all  the 
intermediate  passes,  so  as  to  render  a  near 
approach  not  merely  difficult,  but  even  fatal. 
Suworow,  undismayed  by  the  difficulties  of  his 
situatbn,  displayed  prodigies  of  valour  and  intre- 
pidity, althougli  engaged  on  a  new  theatre, 
entangled  in  the  defiles  of  a  country  with  which 
he  was  totally  unacquainted,  and  engaged  in  a 
novel  species  of  warfare.  His  troops,  fainting 
under  the  bivthen  of  their  accoutrements  and  pro- 
visions, and  but  just  snatched  from  the  delicious 
climate  of  Italy,  paused,  and  contemplated  vnth 
horror  the  snow  and  ice  elevated  above  the 
clouds.  At  times  they  began  to  murmur,  and 
declared  they  would  rather  lay  down  their  arms 
than  be  exposed  to  incessant  combats,  where 
valour  was  unavailing,  and  where  life  itself  was 
a  burthen.  This  a^d  chief,  whose  fortitude 
never  forsook  him,  dismounting  from  his  horse, 
and  exposing  himself  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  fatigue  of  the  common  soldier,  used  by  turns 
to  praise  the  perseverance  of  the  bold,  and  repress 
the  despair  of  the  timid.  At  one  time  be  would 
take  advantage  of  the  impulse  of  superstition^ 
and  advancing  before  the  rest,  exhibit  lUe 
revered  statute  of  St.  Nicholas  to  the  lagging' 
columns,  .who,  afraid  of  being  bereft  of  both 
their  patron  and  their  general  at  once,  imme- 
diately resumed  their  march.  At  another,  rdlying 
on  their  affection  for  his  person,  he  would,  as  a 
last  recourse,  stretch  his  aged  limbs  en  the  cold  * 
ground,  and  desire  the  troops  to  dig  his  grave, 
and  cover  his  body  over  vrith  earth,  adding, 
<*  that  it  was  tiie  onlv  favour  be  could  demand 
from  those  who  had  refused  to  follow  their 
father.**  This  species  of  eloquence  was  too 
obvious  to  be  mistaken,  and  too  forcible  to  be 
i  his  solders,  electrified  by  the  despair 
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BOOK  II*  of  their  general,  not  only  seized  once  more  their 
armsy  but  solemnly  swore  that  they  would  ne- 
Ter  abandon  their  leader.  It  was  thus  that  the 
Russians,  amidst  incessant  toils  and  continual 
combats,  arrived,  on  the  3d  of  Oc(bber,  in  the 
valley  of  Mutten,  and  took  possession  of  the 
bridge  after  a  most  obstinate  resistance.  The 
post  of  Brnnnen-  was  also  carried  the  next  day  : 
out  here  ended  the  progress  of  the  Russian  hero ; 
for  Massena  not  only  sent  suppliea  to  the  de- 
tachment under  Leconrboy  but  shut  up  the  pas* 
sage  between  the  lakes  of  Wallenstadt  and 
Zurich,  and  posted  a  body  of  troops  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  ancient  abbey  of  Einsidlen, 
by  which  all  further  approach  in  the  face  of  a 
superior  army  was  interdicted. 

SuworoWi  after  penetrating  into  the  canton 
of  Schwitz,  was  at  length  so  coRscious  of  his 
critical  situation,  that  he  determined,  for  the  first 
time  in  his  life,  to  retreat.  This  was  accordingly 
efiected  in  a  masterly  manner ;  for  although  pur- 
sued by  Lecourbe,  and  harassed  by  a  column 
which  had  been  posted  for  that  purpose  at  Altorf, 
he  succeeded  in  attaining  his  object,  by  with- 
drawing his  troops  into  the  country  of  the  Gri- 
sons,  with  the  loss  of  his  wounded,  his  cannon, 
and  his  baggage.  No  sooner  had  Massena  as- 
certained that  the  haughty  spirit  of  Suworow 
wras  prepared  to  bend  to  his  fate,  than,  multi- 
ply^i'STf  ^^  usual,  his  means  by  his  celerity,  he 
marched  with  his  utmost  speed  against  Koras- 
kow,  hitherto  kept  in  check  by  General  Ferine ; 
and  having  come  up  with  the  allies,  on  the  7th 
of  Ooiober,  between  the  Thiir  and  the  Rhine,  he 
immediately  commenced  a  terrible  attack.  The 
right  wing,  unable  to  withstand  the  shock,  im- 
mediately gave  way ;  but  the  left,  chiefly  com- 
posed  of' emigrants,  stood  firm,  and  being  led  o|i 
oy  the  Duke  D^Engbien,  displayed  their  wonted 
valour,  and  acted  as  a  rear-guard  to  cover  the 
retreat  of  their  companions  in  arms;  while 
Bauer,  a  Rassian  general,  who  found  bis  de^ 
tachment  cut  off  from  the  main  army,  and  in 
imminent  danger  of  being  made  prisoners,  burst 
through  the  enemy's  infantry,  and  rejoined  bis 
countrymen,  after  leaving  Constance  for  the  third 
time  in  the  possession  ^  the  republicans. 


Thus  ended  the  conflict  of  Zurich,  continued 
for  fifteen  days,  and  extending  over  one  half  of 
Switzerlatid.  Within  a  space  of  eighty  miles  in 
length,  and  fifty  in  breadth,  there  was  not  a 
single  pass  among  the  mountains,  with  which  the 
whole  cx>untry  is  covered,  that  had  not  been  di^ 
puted  in  pitched  battles,  occupied  as  posts,  or 
traversed  by  armies.  The  loss  of  the  allies^  in 
this  series  of  engagements,  has  been  computed 
at  twenty-five  thousand  men,  and  that  of  the 
French  at  fifteen  thousand,  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  prisoners. 

The  scale  of  fortune  by  this  time  visibly 
preponderated  on  the  side  of  the  republicans,  who 
had  become  once  more  masters  of  Switzerland, 
had  retaken  St.  Gothard,  and  begun  to  menace 
the  country  of  the  Orisons.  The  late  victory, 
achieved  in  the  central  part  of  the  armies,  affi^rded 
an  opportunity  for  the  flank  to  move  forward. 
Accordingly,  General  Muller  on^  more  pene- 
trated into  Germany,  seized  again  on  Francfort, 
Manheim,  and  Heidelberg,  and  threatened  io 
lay  all  that  portion  of  the  empire  under  oootri* 
bution. 

In  <he  midst  of  the  r^oicings  of  the  court  of 
St.  Petersburgh  at  the  newK  of  the  brilliant  suc- 
cesses of  Suworow  in  Italy,  the  Emperor  Paul 
indignant  that  the  Germanic  states  were  not  ao' 
tuated  by  a  zeal  **  for  the  cau9e  of  sovereigosV 
ardent  as  that  with  which  he  was  inspired,  issued 
an  official  notification,  addressed  io  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Germanic  empire,  calling  upon  them 
to  unite  their  forces  with  his,  and  expressing  his 
determination,  if  properly  supported,  "  never  to 
sheath  the  sword  till  be  had  seen  the  downfall 
of  the  monster  which  threatened  to  crush  all 
legal  authorities.''* 

Scarcely  had  this  sanguine  declaration 
readied  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  when 
Suworow,  alike  discontented  with  his  allies 
and  his  colleagues,  having  collected  the  wreck 
of  his  army  at  Coire,  ordered  the  remains  of 
Koraskow's  troops,  and  the  corps  of  Cond6,  to 
form  a  junction  with  him  at  that  place ;  and, 
after  some  delay,  be  proceeded  to  Bohemia, 
where  he  spent  the  winter.  Of  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  who  had  either  left  Russia  with 


•  DECLARATION 

Made  by  His  Majetty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  RuistMSy  to  the  Memben  of  the  Gemum  Empire. 

'<  His  imperial  in^esty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  ever  animated  with  zeal  for  the  came  of  aovcragns,  and  wishiiup  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  ravages  and  aisorders  which  hare  been  spread,  hj  the  impimu  government  under  which  France  groans,  to  the  ranotot 
oountiies— 4)eing  fldly  determined  to  dispatdi  hia  eta  and  land  Jtaees  for  the  support  of  the  snflcwrs,  and  to  restore  royalty  in  Fiance 
without,  however,  admit.ting  any  partition  of  that  country ;  to  re-cstaUith  the  ancient  fimns  of  govennneDt  in  the  United  Nctheriandsl 
and  in  the  Swiss  Cantons ;  io  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  German  empire,  and  to  look  for  his  reward  in  the  happiness  and  tnnouilKtir 
of  Europe.— Proridence  has  Uessed  his  arms,'  and  hitherta  the  Russian  tnops  haive  triumphed  ovttr  the  enemies  of  thrones,  idifiion 
and  social  order.    His  miyesty  the  Empnor  of  all  the  Riisnaa  having  thus  dadaved  his.  views,  and  the  numves  by  which  he  is  cmded' 
addresses  this  declaration  to  all  the  members  of  the  German  empire,  invittnff  them  to  unite  their  forces  with  his,  to  destroy  theu  com- 
mon enemy  as  medOv  as  possible,  to  found  on  his  ruina  permanent  tsaaqwUity  ftr  themselves  and  tlieir  posterity.     ShotUd  his  im^ 
P^ial  nmesty  of  aU  thf  Rusrias  peneive  that  they  support  hia  viewi,  and  rally  around  him,  he  will,  instead  of  rdasdnx  his  zcaL 
rcdouUe  bis  exertions,  and  not  sheath  his  sword  before  he  has  seen  the  downfall  of  the  monster  which  threatens  to  crush  all  Icsal  authori^ 
But,  dionld  he  be  left  to  himself,  he  will  be  forced  to  recall  his  fortes  to  his  stales,  and  to  give  up  acaiis^.  so  badly  supportedbv  those  who 
ought  to  hAve  the  greatest  share  in  its  triumph.'*  or  ,       -^/     y*^  v«*  vjr  umpx  wi.9 
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liim  eiffhi  monihs  before,  or  loined  his  vrtny 
wttilattiat|l^{rod»Bearoely  fifty  tbomaiidl  readied 
the  banks  of  the  Leoh.  After  having^  thns  lost  six«* 
ty  thonsand  of  his  best  warriors^  the  Tetferan  field* 
marshal,,  oyerwheloaed  with  .grief  aad  disapr 
ppintment,  retired  to  his  native  country,  where 
Deine  e^iposed  at  the  same  time  to  the  frowns  of. 
fbrtone,  and  th^'  neglect  of  a  capricious  prince, 
he  soon  perished  either  by.  poison  or  despair.* 

The  war  m  Italy,  which  had  languished  while 
the  opferations  9f  the  pripoipal  armies  w^re  pro- 
a^f^pted  .in  Switzerland,  was  no^  renewed  with 
uni^ipinished  yigoi|r.  And  no  sopnfir  had  the 
Austritn  army,  under  Melas,  adyanbeci  anto  the 
neighbourhood  of  Coni,  and  pr^ared  tola^y  siege 
id  tiiat  fortress^  than  .Generd  Cbampionnet,  col- 
lecting his  whole  force,  which  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand  men,  marched  to  SaYigliano  to  give 


him  battle.     On  Uie  morning  of  the  4th  of  No-  BOOK  IL 
veuber,  the  two  armfes  forined  inithe  plain,  and  ■ 

the  ai*(ion  eommenoed  by  a  fnriohs  .'attack  direct-  ^baf.  X«. 
ed    against  the  column  of  General   Grenier  by  ^'^m!^^ 
General  CHt,  which  forced  the.  repjiblicans  to 
retreat  towards  Genola.     On  every  other  part  o]t 
the  line  the  attack  of  the  Austrians  was  made 
with  equal  energy  and  success,  and  the  approach 
of  night  ag^in  saved  the  French  army  from  ruin* 
The    siege  of   Coni  was  now  prosecuted  with    * 
vigour,  and  on  the  2d  of  January,  the  French  . 
commander    agreed   to    capitulate,     when    twO' 
thousand  five  hundred  republicans  became  pri* 
soners  of  war. 

The  success  of  the  allied  arms  in  Italy 
served  to  compensate  the  sovereigns  of  Europe 
for  the  losses  they  had  this  year  sustained  in 
other  quarters  ;  but  on  the  whok,  the  campaign 


*  SuwoRow  RntnisKi  Itauski  (Albxander)  was  boni  in  tbe  year  1790,  and  tfeaceaddl  firom  aa  andeat  family; 
flis  lather,  who  had  been  a  ^neral,  and  afterwards  became  a  aenator,  intended  him  for  the  magistracy ;  but  young 
Saworow,  aspiring  only  to  anus,  entered  into  the  sernce  of  his  cenntry  as  a  common  soldier,  in  1746^  and  in  the  seren 
years'  war  against  Prussia,  advanced  step  by  step  to  the  rank  of  colonel.  Daring  the  campaigns  m  Pbland,  frsm  1709  tO' 
1773,  he  attained  increased  renown,  and  the  order  of  Newski  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Catharine  II,  for  the  dis« 
lingatshed  part  he  performed  in  effecting  the  dismetaQberment  of  that  state.  His  successive  victories  over  the  Turks,  at 
Siliatria,  and  Kinbum,  obtained  for  him  the  orders  of  St.  George  and  St.  Andrew ;  and  his  ancoesses  orer  the  Tartars  ex* 
sited  him  to  the  rank  of  commander-  tn-chief  in  the  servica  of  his  imperial  mistress.  In  1789,  he  was  employed  at  the 
head  of  a  detached  body  of  Prince  Potemkin's  army,,  acting  in  concert  with  the  Austrian  general,  the  Prince  of  Coboarg,. 
against  the  Turks,  and  on  the  2l8t  of  July,  gained  with  him  the  battle  of  Forhani ;  but,  on  the  22d  of  September,, 
the  general  of  the  Austrian  army  having  suffered  himself  to  be  surrounded  by  that  of  the  Grand  Vizier,  one  hundreil 
thonsand  strong,  Suworow,  who  had  only  ten  thousand  men^  fell  unexpectedly  upon  the  Turks,  and  after  a  terriUe 
eoniict  remained  master  of  the  field  of  battle.  **  My  friends,"  cried  he  t»  the  soldiers  on  this  occasion,  '^  d4^  not  look 
at  the  eyes  of  the  enemy,  hut  look  at  their  breasts,  it  is  there  you  must  strike."  This  victory,  gained  near  the  river 
of  Riminisk,  obtained  him  the  surname  of  Riminiski,  and  the  title  of  Count  of  the  Roman  empire.  While  acting 
under  the  conunand  of  Prince  Potemkin,  he  was  ordered  to  storm  and  carry  the  Ottoman  fortress  of  IsmaJ),  which 
had  withstood  a  siege  of  seven  months,  and  still  defied  all  the  efforts  of  General  Gudowitsch.  On  the  third  day 
after  his  arrival  before  that  city  he  assembled  his  troops,  and  concluded  an  address^  calculated  to  inflame  their  mill- 
Ury  ardour  to  the  highest  pitch  of  enthusiasm,  in  these  terms:—*'  Soldiers!  provisions  are  dear->B0  quarter!"  The 
atUck  was  then  made;  twice  the  Russians  were  repulsed,  aod  driven  back  with  terrible  alaughter,  but  the  third  effort 
was  successful,  the  city  fell,  and  20,000  Turks  were  put  ta  the  sword.  This  victory  he  announced  to  the  empress 
in  these  laconic  terms,  ^  Madam,  the  proud  Ismstl  is  at  your  feet."  In  his  first  wars,  after  taking  the  town  of 
Toutoukai,  his  dispatch  was  equally  brief,  '<  Glory  to  God ;  praise  to  Catharine!"  said  Suworow,  *'  the  town  io.  Uken,. 
and  I  am  in  it!"  In  1792,  he  c^irried  Warsaw,  and  ia  the  capital  of  Poland  repeated  the  sangmnary  scenes  of  IsmaiK 
For  this  victory,  which  laid  at  the  foet  of  his   sovereign  that  devoted  country,   he  was  rewarded  with  the  title  of 

field-marshal;  and  the  empress,  in  a  tetter  addressed  to  the  victorious  marshal,  and  written  by  her  own  hand,  said: 

**  You  know,  general,  that  I  do  not  promote  any  one  before  his  turn,  but  yeu  have  mads  yourself  fiekl-marshal  bj 
the  conquest  of  Poland." 

After  the  death  of  (Tathsrine,  Suworow  feD  into  £agrace  at  court,  for  Tentnring  te  condemn  Uie  fore  of 
knoTStion  dispkyed  by  her  sucoessor;  but  at  length  the  capricious  Paul  re-instated  him  ia  his  favour;  and  in  the 
year  1799,  the  command  of  the  Austro-Russian  army  was  confided  to  the  hero  of  Ismail.  While  fighting  on  the 
plains  of  Italy,  and  opposed  to  inferior  numbers,  the  achiersoMnts  of  the  reteran  general  seemed  to  justify  the 
partiality  of  his  sovereign  and  the  expeetstion  of  Europe ;  but  no  sooner  had  he  entered  upon  the  mountaiiioue 
regions  of  Switaeriand,  than  his  laurels  began  to  wither,  and  at  the  close  of  the  campaign  of  1799,  the  sun  of  hie 
military  renown  set,  never  aoie  to  rise.  Qa  his  return  to  Russia,  ia  January,  160o,  he  was  coldly  nceived  by  tiie- 
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liOOK  11.  was  less  auspicious  in  its  conclusion  than  at  its     of  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  laid  the  foundatioi^ 

; oornmencement    And  tbe  defection  of  the  auto^     of  those  melancholy  disasters  wbi^h  awaited  thm 

Cba^  X.   crat  of  Russia  damped  the  future  expectations     common  cause. 

1790 

emperor,  and  died'on  the  18th  of  May,  in  the  same  year,  at  his  estate  of  PoleDdorfT,  tn  Esthonia,  at  the  nge  of 
serenty-one.  The  Emperor  Alexander  has  erected  to  him  a  statae,  to  wluch,  on  its  inaojfuration,  Saworow's 
ancient  companions  in  arms  paid  the  military  hononrs  that  be  would  hate  veceiTed  himself,  and  PriiiCQ  Cfsstantine 
pronounced  his  eologium. 

Born  with  great  talents  and  Tivacity,  General  Saworow  possessed*  considerable  information,  and  spoke  se**' 
Teral  languages  with  facility.      He  possessed  in  a  superior'  degree,  boldness,  activity,  and  the  sirt  of  mflaiaing  the 
troops,  and  attaching  them  to  his  destiny;    but  as  a  general,   he   has  been  reproached  #ith  shallow  combinatiOas^  * 
.nianoeu?res  more  rapid  than  wise,  and  with  having  used  victory  to  satiate  rcfvenge.      It  is  dtffictth  to'detitwn  fbiit 
singular  character  without  mixed  emotions  of  admiration  and  ^orror ;  m  the  appellatioBS  of  Riminiski,  and  ItaliskS; 
we  pay  respect  to  tbe  conqueror  of  the  Turks  and  of  Blorean,  but  it  is  impossiMe  to  eont^mplate  the  hero  of  War*  ' 
•aw  and  IsmaTI  without  deeply  deploring  the  sanguinary  scienes  which  were  there  transacted /and  which  will  kog 
remain  to  throw  the  dark  shade  of  inhumanity  over  the  most  illustrious  actions  of  the  life  of  fik^oraw. 

... 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Campaign  ik  Egtpt  :  Policy  of  Bonaparte— Introduction  of  the  Institutions  of  CiviKzed  Society 
into  Egypt — New  Form  of  Government — Insurrection  at  Cairo — Dessais^s  ExpecUtion  into  Upper 
Egypt— Bonaparte^ s  Eq^edition  int^  Syria — Surrender  of  El  Arisek  to  the  French^Surrender 
of  Jaffa— Charges  preferred  by  Sir  Robert  fVilstm  against  Bonaparte  (note)  — Battle  of 
Corsum — The  memorable  Siege  ef  St.  Jean  d^Jcre — Battle  of  Mount  Tabor — Victory  over 
the  Angel  Mahdi — Siege  of  Acre  raised — Retreat  of  the  French  Army  across  the  Desert  to 
Cairo — Signal  Victory  obtained  oop*  the  furksat  Abouldr — Bonaparte  abandons  his  Army 
and  restums  to  France, 
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WHILE  a  Mw  coalition  was  formed  a^aintt 
France  in  Europe,  ber  army  in  the  east,  ehut 
ottt  from  all  commttttieation  with  the  native  eeun* 
try,  tfinee  the  disastreiis  battle  of  the  Nil^  waa 
employed  in  the  reduction  of  Egypt.  This  tadk 
proved  infinitely  more  difficult  than  had  been 
anticipated;  for  the  If  amelukea,  although  nnae- 
quaiated  with  tiie  modern  system  of  warfare, 
were  e&pert  in  the  exercise  of  the  scimitar,  man- 
aged th«r  horses  with  great  dexterity,  and  exhi  • 
bited  a  degree  of  courage  and  perseverance,  not 
to  be  surpassed  by  the  Veteran  troops  of  the  old 
contiBent :  while  the  number  of  the  enemies  of 
the  invaders  was  about  to  be  increased  by  a 
dednratioa  of  war  on  the  part  of  tiie  Ottoman 
Porte.  The  most  dreadful  adversarv,  however, 
proved  to  be  the  plague ;  the  terror  of  which  was^ 
so  great,  even  on  the  part  of  those  who  faced 
death  daily  in  the  field  of  battle,  that  Desgenettes,' 
the.  physipian  at  the  bead  of  the  French  me- 
dical  staff,  resorted  to  stratagem,  and  endea- 
voured to  conceal  the  particular  malady,  under 
the  name  of  an  infiammatory  fever,  until  the  exist- 
ence of  the  contagion  could  no  longer  be  denied ; 
when,  braving  all  its  horrors,  he  inoculated  him- 
self with  the  distemper  in  the  face  of  the  army, 
and  thus  afibcted  to  contemn  that  disease  which 
he  could  not  subdue. 

No  sooner  had  the  battle  of  the  pyramids* 
placed  Grand  Cairo,  the  capital  of  Egypt,  in 
possession  of  Bonaparte,  than  he  hastened  to 
constitute  this  important  station  the  centre  of 
his  military  operations.  From  hence  he  dis- 
patched deneral  Dessaix,  in  pursuit  of  Mulrad 
Bey,  ioto  Upper  Egypt ;  while  the  army  under, 
his  own  command  chased  Ibrahim  Bey  into  the 
desert.  His  ikext  concern  was  to  estabhsh  a  fbr- 
midable  flotilla  on  the  waters  of  the  Nile,  whidi 
river  he  began  to  consider  in  the  light  of  a  great 
military  road  ;  and  provisions,  ammunitioH,  and 
all  the  instruments  of  war,  were  transported  in 
the  germesy  or  water-waggons,  statioiied  on  its 
streams. 


Notwithstanding  the  original  injustice  of  BOOK  Hi 
(he  expedition,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  - 

French  general  endeavoured  to  compensate,  as  CJuat.  XI» 
a  legislator,  for  the  wrongs  committed  and  the  ^"^TJ^T*^ 
miseries  inflicted  by  him  as  a  warrior.  With  this  ^ '^ 
ttew  he  estabUshed  a  severe  discipline  among  his 
troops,  and  took  proper  measures  to  supply  the  - 
markets  with  abundance  from  the  Delts,  which 
alone  furnishes  the  resources  and  die  delicacies 
of  two  hemispheres.  He  at  the  same  time  intro- 
duced many  of  the  improvements  of  civilization ; 
and  among  his  first  eflforts  of  this  nature  is  to 
be  mentioned  the  establishment  of  a  public 
library.  A  chemical  laboratory  was  next  erected ; 
a  new  liqwHr,  resembling  brandy  in  strength  and 
flavour,  was  distilled  from  the  date  fruit ;  sub- 
stitutes were  found  for  wine  and  beer ;  while 
aalt'petre,  so  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  war, 
was  refined  by  a  new  and  improved  process  ; 
hydraulic  machines  for  the  purposes  of  civil 
Itfe  were  constructed;  wind-mills  for  grinding- 
com,  hith^to  unknown  to  the  inhabitants,  were 
erected,  and  biscuit  and  bread  obtained  for  the 
first  time  by  the  French  soldiery  in  Egypt. — 
While  Cairo  thus  began  to  rival  the  cities  of 
Europe  in  point  of  convenience,  literature  and 
the  sciences  were  cultivated,  and  a  learned 
society  was  formed  on  the  model  of  the  French 
Institute,  of  which  all  the  savan^j  or  learned  men, 
who  had  accompanied  the  expedition,  and  even 
many  of  the  general  officers,  were  eager  to 
become  members. 

The  commander-in-chief,  already  occupied 
by  so  many  objects  of  importance*  arising  out  of 
the  organization  of  an  army,  and  the  govern-* 
flMnt  of  a  new  empire,  did  not  disdain  to  associate , 
his  labonrs  with  those  of  men  of  science.    He 
visited,  examined,  and  speculated  on  the  design . 
and  origin  of  the  principal  pyramid ;  he  surveyed 
and  re-opened  the  canal  between  Alexandria  and 
Bhamanieh ;  and  traced  throij^  the  desert  the 
course  of  the  ancient  canal  between  the  Mediter^  • 
ranean  and  the  Red  Sea.    But  of  what  service. 
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BOOK  It.  hav^  these  gi^ntio  projects  been  to  the  pi'eaeiit 

generation,  or  what  utility  will  be  derived  from 

Ch4p.  XI.  tbem  by  posterity,  to  compensate  for  the  mass 
of  misery  inflicted  upon  the  unoffending  inha- 
bitants of  Egypt  by  the  French  invaders  ? 

It  was  long  a  problem,  whether  the  disco- 
very of  a  new  continent  by  Columbus  had  been 
advantageous  to  raaakind ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
thftt  no  one,  under  pretext  of  playing  the  hero, 
\yill  hereafter  indulge  in  the  pernicious  reverie  of 
destroying  or  rendering  miserable  the  present 
race,  in  the  vague  hope  of  conferring  happiness 
on  countries  yet  uncivilized,  and  millions  yei 
unborn. 

Amidst  the  splendour  of  arts  and  arms,  the 
interestti  of  commerce  were  not  forgotten.  A 
trading  company  was  established  for  the  purpose 
of  exchanging  the  natural  productions  oi  Egypt 
ior  those  of  other  countries ;  the  merchants  were 
protected,  and  the  imposts  levied  on  commodities 
of  all  kinds  rendered  fixed  and  certain.  Nor 
was  Bonaparte  defieiept  in  that  policy,  which  the 
western  conquerors  have  been  careful  to  exhibit 
in  the  east;  be  expressed  an  outward  respect  for 
all  the  doctrines  of  Islamism ;  he  assisted,  along 
with  the  ofiicers  of  his  staff,  at  tlie  grand  festivals 
in  honour  of  the  prophet;  he  paid  the  utmost 
attention  to  the  mufties  and  imans,  and  began  to 
be  designated  by  the  venerable  appellation  of 
Axil*  Nor  did  he  fail  at  first  to  acknowledge 
the  authority  of  the  grand  signior,  whose  domi- 
Bions  he  bad  usurped,  and  to  intimate  to  the 
divan,  that  the  usual  tribute  should  be  collected, 
and  remitted  to  Constantinople. 


While  the  Mahometans  were  treated  with 
great  respect,  the  Copts  and  Greeks,  so.lon^ 
condemned  to  ignominy,  were  taught  to  look  for 
better  days.  Schools  were  established  as  in 
Europe  for  the  instruation  of  their  children; 
marriages  were  encouraged  between  the  Freadi 
and  the  natives ;  and  the  condition  of  the  women, 
always  so  degrading  among  the  uncivilised,  was 

freativ  ameliorated.  To  supply  the  loss  of  men 
y  sickness  and  the  sword,  Greeks;  Copts,  and 
Arabs,  and  even  some  Mamelukes,  were  invited 
into  the  service  of  France,  and  being  allured  by^ 
the  prospect  of  sharing  the  booty  of  a  victorious 
general,  they  readily  attached  themselves  to  his 
fortune.  A  novelty  in  politics  was  at  the  same 
time  attempted;  and  for  the  first  time,  »nce 
(be  days  of  Maliomet',  a  deliberative  assemUy 
was  formed  of  Mussulman  representatives.  Di* 
vans  were  established  in  each  of  -the  fourteen 
provinces  of  fgypt,  and  the  people  were  invited 
to  send  members  to  the-  national  assembly  at 
Cairo,  inhere  Barthollet  and  ]M<»rge,  two  men 
of  sciei^ce,.  acted  as  commissioners  on  behalf 
of  the  French,  while  Abdallah  Keykaori,  an 
Arabian  prince,  exercised  the  functions  of 
president.f 

To  impress  the  Egyptians  with  a  high  idea  of 
the  power  ^pd  consequence  of  their  new  masten, 
the  anniversary  of  the  establisfament  of  the  re- 
public was  celebrated  at  Cairo, ,  with  uncommon 
splendour.  At  this  festival  the  native  spectators 
were  gratified  with  the  appearance  of  an  Arabian 
sentence,  in  b<mour  of  tneir  prophet,^  and  the 
ceremony  was  concluded  with  races,  after  the 


*  \V>shi]^  to  instil  a  belief  of  bis  immediats  inieicoucse' with  the  DiTinity,  iBoaaparte,  in  an  address  to  tiie  Cherifs, 
Imtns,  and  Orators  of  the  fifosc^ue,  enjoins  them  to  ioculcate.  into  the  minds  (^the  people,  "  that  those  who  become  his 
enemies  shall  fiod  no  refuge  either  in  ibis  world  or  the  next*' 

*\  Is  there  a  man  so  bliml/'  says  he,  **  as  oot  to  see  that  all  my  operations  ist^  conducted  by  destiny?  Instmct  the 
inhabiuuits,  that  ever  since  the  world  has  existed,  it  was  written,  that  after  hajvin^  overcome  the  enemies  of  IsJamism, 
and  destroyed  the  cross,  I  shoald  come  from  the  farthest  parts  of  the  west,  to  f«ml  the  task  which  ban  been  imposed' 
upon  roe.  Make  them  see,  that  io  the  seeond  book  of  the  Koran,  in  more  than  twenty  passages,  that  which  has  happened^ 
was  foreseen,  and  that  which  ahall  take  place  has  already  heen  exphuned  :  let  those  then,  whum  the  fear  of  our  arms  alone 
preyents  from  pronouncing  imprecations,  now  changfe  their  dispositions ;  for  in  ofTeriog  prayers  to  heaven  against  us,. 
tbey  solicit  their  own  condemnation :  let  the  triie  believers  then  present  vows  for  our  success.  I  could  call  to  account  each 
iodividual  among  yoa  for  the  most  secret  sentiments  of  his  heart ;  for  1  know  every  thing,  even  that  which  yon  never 
comihuoicated ;  and  the  day  will  come  when  all  the  worid  AaXL  witness,  thai,  as  1  aa  in  conaequence  of  onto  fcomabovO|. 
human  efforts  are  of  no  avail  against  me." 

t  The  system  of  government  for  the  provinces,  was  comprehended  in  the  following  orders.;— 

«*  Head-quartertf  Cairo^  9th  Thenmiory  Year  6,  (nthJuljff  179S.> 

**' Art.  1.  There  shaD  be  in  each  province  of  Egypt,  a  Divan,  compoeecl  of  seven  persons,  chaived  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the  pro- 
imoe,  touform  me  of  everjr  arievance,  to  prevent  the  oonteitB  which  axiae  between  the  different  villages,  to  keep  a  steady  eye  over  the  tnrim* 
lent  and  seditious,  to  punisb  them  by  caOiiig  in  a  military  foroe  undes  the  French  oommandecb  and  to  cnS^bten  the  people  as  often  aa  it  diaS 
befbund  Mquisile. 

'•  Art  II.  Thceesfaall  be  in  cadi  provuioe  an  Acaof  the  Janisssrits,  who  AaH  oonsttfiily  resido  with  the  French  oommandanL  He  ahalf 
have  with  him  a  oompany  of  armed  men»  natives  of  the  coimtqr,  with  whom  he  shall  proceed,  whenever  his  services  majir  be  nBoessaiy,  to  main* 
t«n  gjood  order,  and  to  keep  ewery  one  in  tranquillity  and  obedience^ 

''«  Art  III.  There  shall  be  in  every  province  an  intendant,  charged  mfh  the  ooQeetion  of  the  Miri  and  the  ffeddoHr  ;  and  eencndly  of  all 
the  revenwes,  which  bdogged  bctetafisee  totha  Mamdukes,  and  whidi  appeftaitt  at  present  to  the  BepuMic ;  hediall  have  with  mm  the  neoeai^ 
any  nomher  of  aaents. 

**  Art  IV.  'niere  shall  alwap  be  with  die  said  intendant,  a  French  agent,  for  fhe  purpose  of  corresponding  with  the  administnition  cf 
issncwy  and  lasniing  the  Wfrutianof  eudi  ordeaashenuhy  receive,  and  iter  arquirins a  perfect  knowtodbe of  tfie system  of  adwinivrtation. 

(Signed)  «•  BONAPARTE.** 

X  *' There  is  no  God  but  one  God,  and  Mahomet  is  his  prophet,*' 
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tnanner  of  the  ancient  ^ames,  and  was  followed 
by  a  saperb  iUuinination,  such  as  had  never 
before  been  witnessed  in  Cairo.  In  iukitation  of 
the  Turkish  governors,  and  the  ancient  kings, 
Bonaparte  also*  assisted  at  the  annual  ceremony 
which  takes  .place  at  the  opening  of  the  Nile,  on 
^bich  occasion  he  bestowed  alms  upon  the  poori 
and  ijivited  the  principal  inhabitants  to  a  splendid 
entertainment. 

But  the  deeply  rooted  hostility  of  the  Turks 
to  the  invaders  was  not  to  be  overcome,  either  by 
the  hypocrisy  of  Bonaparte  and  his  followers, 
or  by  all  the  blandishments  and  parade  of  whidi 
they  were  masters  ;  for  no  sooner  had  the  grand* 
Bignior  determined  to  avenge*  the  outrage  com- 
mitted  on  his  dominions,  and  'given  orders,  to 
expedite  9l  firman  against  the.  infideb,  than  the 
capital  of  Egypt  became  suddenly  disaffected, 
and  a  new  and  untried  species  of 'danger  was 
about  to  be  experienced  from  a  conspiracy  foritied 
in  a  city,  the  population  of  which  has  been  esti« 
mated  at  half  a  million. 

The  insurg^ts,  instigated  by  thei%priests, 

and  the  adherents  nt'  the  expatriated  beys^  having 

assembled  early  in  the  morning  of  the  21st  of 

Oct.  1798,  exhibited  many  unequivocal  marks  of 

discontent.    General  Dupuy,  the  commandant  of 

the  otty ,  who  had  advanced  at  the  head  of  a  small 

force  to  disperse  the  malcontents,  vnis  assassinated 

by  a  number  of  the  rioters,  and  sev^al  ofRcers 

Bhared  the  same  fate.    In  this  extremity  orders 

^ere  given  io  beat  the  gtneralt ;  on  which  the 

French  troops  flew   to    asms,    and  fonning  in 

moveable  columns,  they  marched  against  the  in^ 

ni^rgents  with  several  pieces  of  artulery  in  theiv 

train.     The  mosques,  where  the  disaffected  had 

taken  their  stations,  and  from  which  a  gaUing 

fire  was  directed  against  the  soldiery^  were  soon 

forced,  when  a  terrible  combat  ensued,  m  which 

the 'force  and  intrepidity  of   the   French   were 

heightened  by  feelinss  of  indignation.    Cannoit, 

placed  on   the    citaael,    and  on  several  of  the 

adjoining  eminences,  were  discharged-  Against 

the  town,  and  the  great  niosqvie^  and- other  sta*^ 

tions  of  the  insurgents,  were  burnt,  while  th^se 

who  escaped  from  the  flames  perished  either  by 

the  bullet  or  the  bayonet      These  sanguinat y 

scenes  continued  Uiroughout  tiie  whole  of  the  21sl 

and  the  22d  of  October,  and  order  waa  net  re-f 

stored  till  the  23d,  when  the  eberiis,  and.prin-^ 

eipal  residents,  supplicated-^fae  clemency  of  Bo^ 

aaparte,  and  obtained  a  general  pardoui    ' 

In  tlie  mesn  time,  Dessaix  was*  employed 
in  Upper  Egypt,  in  ti>e^  arduous  undertaking 
of  expelling  Murad  Bey  from,  the  Said. ;  M\tm 
fraverstng  the  Nile  for  ^  conwierahietdisAan^ei 
the  French  general  arrived  at  Siut,  but  the  Arabs 
and  Mamelukes,  dispersed^at  bis  approach* .  At 
length,  he  came  up  with  the  main  body,  at  Sedi- 
man,  consisting  of  about  three  thousand.  Mame* 


luke6,  and  irom  e^bt  to  ten  thousand  Arabs.  BOOK  IL 

On  the  I'flth  of  October,  at  sun -rise,  the  French 

troops^  formed  into  a  sauafe  column,  and  flanked  Chap.  Xh 
^y  platoons,  advanoed  along  Uie  verge  of  the  '^"^T^^T^ 
inundation,  which,  at  that,  .time,  do  wed  from  ^'^^ 
the  Nile.  Murad  Bey,.n^t  waiting  to  be  attackedv 
ordered  his  troops  to  advance  -and  surround 
the  divWion  of  the  enemy ;  on  every  side  they 
were  repulsed  by  the  musketry  and  field  pieces 
of  the  French,- wheu  the  most  intrepid  of  the 
Mamelukes,  despairing  of  breaking  the  divi- 
sion,, rushed  with  great  fury  upon  one  of  the 
|>latoons  on  |he  flank ;  but  here  affain,  finding 
their  efforts  to  be  cmavailing^  numbers  of  them 
advanced  to  the  very  point  of  the  bayonet,  and 
flung  at  the  French  soldiers  those-  arms,  with 
which  they  had  so  frequently  endeavoured  io  vain 
to  penetrate  their  iron  rainpart*  .The  ground 
wss  in  a  moment  i  covered  with  aabres,  pistols^ 
lances,,  and  carbines;  while  .multitudes  of  the 
heroes,  by  .whom  they  .vifene.  so  lately .  wielded,, 
fell  in  the  unequal  combat.^  At  this  moment  fresh 
detaehmentaef  the  Mamelukes;  advanced  io  the 
field  of  aotioa^:and  perfoNuedpsodigiefrof  valour, 
fighting  the  enemy  maa  to  man.  Murad,  in  the 
mean  time,  vrith  a  presence  of  mind,  and  a  degree 
of  skiU  thai  bespoke  the  warrior,  having  crowned* 
the  adjacent  hills  with  cannon,  immediately  un- 
masked his  batteries,  and  opened  a  destructivo 
fire:  on  this,  Dessais,  conscious  that  a  retreat  to 
his  boats  wouldf6rce  him  to  abandonhis  wounded, 
and  give  a  new  turn,  to  the^war,  ordered  a  charge 
to  be  beaten^  and  directing  his  fire  against  the 
battery,,  he  '  attacked  and .  carried  it  with  the 
bayonet.  No  sooner  had  the  French  become 
masters  of  the  heights  and  the  artillery,  tlian  they, 
in  their  turn  began  a  cannonade,  which  soon  dis- 
persed their  adversaries,  who  left  three  beys^. 
several  Uachefs,  and  a  vast'number  of  Mame- 
lukes and  Arabs,  stretched  on  the  field  of  battle. 
Murad  Bey,  Abandoned  by  the  Arabs,  but  still 
foHowed  by  bis  faithful  Mamelukes,  now. retired 
for  a  time  into  the  province  of  Faioum,  where  he* 
sallied  out  jat  intervals,  to  attack  the  advanced 
Msts,  or  dispute  the  payment  of  tribute  to  the 
JPrench.  No  sooner,  however,  bad  the  French, 
general  received  a.  reinforcement  «C  ai.^housand 
horse,  under  the  command  of  General  Davpust^ 
than  li^  foHowedfthe  fugitive,  bay  through  the 
provinces  of  the  Sn'id ;  while  the  latter,  notwithr 
etandiogthe  ardou^.oftipe  pursuit,  found  means 
-to  setid«<)ottriers*  tp  the  principal  inl^abitants  of 
Jedda  and  Yaniboi*  iniftiting  theuivto.  assist  in 
exterdnnatiiig:  f^;%,)wB^ful'  of  infidels,  who  had 
•invaded  Egyp(:w.th<apurpo^  of  destroying  the 
.religion  :o£  Mahomev''  But  the  French. being 
incessant  and  indefatigable  in  their  pursuit, 
Murad,  Hasran,;.§oliman,. and  ^glit  other  beys, 
perceiving  that  tbeif  Mamelukes  were  killed,  and 
tbaX  thdi  Ar«^.id^i9<9rA«d,  daily, « were  at  lengtb 
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BOOK  H.  necessity  at  length  of  withdrawing  beyond  (be 

:  cataracts. 

Caj^  XL  While  'DesMfcit  thus   earned  the  terror  of 

the  French  arms  to  the  confines  ef  Etiiiopia^ 
D^ezzar,  Paeha  of  Syria,  eneonraged  by  the 
Tories,  seized  on  the  fort  of  El  Arisoh,  and  made 
preparations  to  invade  Lower  Bfiryf>t;  Alexltn^ 
dria  was  also  blockaded  by  the  British,  and  threa*' 
tened  nearly  at  the  same  time  with  a  siegeby  the 
Ottoman  fleet  and  army ;  on  which,  Bonaparte^ 
with  his  Hsual  actiYity,  determined  to  avert  the 
dan^s  that  threatened  bis  new  coaqnests,.  and 
resolved,  by  Carrying  the  war  info  Syria,  to 
render  tlie  enemy^s  country  the  scene  of  military 
operations. 

Acbmet;  Facha  el  D'jezzar,  at  this  period 
governed  Syria,  under  a  nominal  subjeottou  to 
the  Ottoman  Porte,  the  aathority  of 'which  he 
soon  after  disavowtid.  This  ftiAgnlar  man^  whose 
name  El  D^jeztar,  tht  buicker^  snffioiestly  indi^ 
cates  the  ferocity'  6T  his  disposition,  appears  to 
have  equalled  any  of  the  most  celebrated  tyrants 
of  antiquity. *^  out  D'jezsar  was  not  deficient  in 
policy  :  perceiving  that  an  European  nation, 
which  avowedly  -carried^  war  for  the  purpose 
of  commerce,  hadsebt^-Uipon  Egypt,  lie  dreaded 
the  vicinity  of  such  a'fbrmidabie  people,  who 
might  extend  thehr  conquests  into  the  east,  and 
by  means  of  a  successful  incursion,  seize  on  his 
dominions.  He  accordingly  solicited  succours 
on  one  hand  from  tlie  court  of  Constantinople^ 
while  on  the  other  he  grai^ted  assistance,  to  Ihe 
Mamelukes.  At  the  sdtib^  time,  be  established 
maerazines  at  Gazk,  foirtided  EI  Arisch,  om  the 
confines  of  Egypt,  and  slippli^  it  with  a  garrii- 
son  of  two  thousand  men.  < 

Bonaparte,  conoeivin]^  it  to  be  in  vain  to 
negociate  with  the  pacha,  determined  to  mareh 
against  hibi  in  person  ;  and  accordingly  collected 
a  body  of  troops  for  that  purpose,  with  equal 
aeclrecy  and  dispatch.^  f laving  ^nsembled  his 
army,  consisting  of  five  divisions,  under  Kleber, 
'Regnier,  Lannes,  Boln,  and  Murat,-he  appointed 
Daumartin  to  command  the  artillery^  ana  Gene«- 
ral  Cafiarelli  to  superintend  the  engineers ;.  after 
which  he  gave  orders  fbr  the  troops,  consistiiig  of 
twelve  tht^usand  chosen  men,  tO'  commence  their 
march.f 

During  the  expedition  into  Syriai  the  com- 
mand of  the  province  of'Cahro  waO'Oonnnitied  tQ 
General  Dugua:  and  the  command  o(  Ronstlm 
to  General  Menou;  to  AdUutant-geileral  Al- 
meyrac  Wits  confided  the  duty  of- strengthening 
^he  fortifications  of  Dami^Ma :  and  to  Generid 
Marmont,  the  defence  ^  <rf' '  Ali^iittidria ;  while 
Oeaeral  Dessidx  remained  in  Vppetf  Egypt  to 


contend  againn  the  refiractM^  b^f  »r  At  the  same 
time,  ll^r^adttiral  Per6e  waa  inetructed  to 
embaric  the  necessary  balterinfi^  aaimoa  on  board 
three  frigates,  finr  the  demolitioB  of  tfae  walU  of 
the  Syrian,  capital';  and  for  the  parpoee  of  elud- 
ing .the  vi^lance  of  the  British  Qfuiaers,  he  was 
ordered  to  appear  before  Jaffii,  «nd  to  keep  up  a 
oonmimnieation  with  the  army« 

General  Regnier,  who  led    tSia  advanced- 
guard  of  (he  French  Imny  agiiimt  Syria,  arrived 
on  the  8th  of  February,  ai  the  .|prQve  of  pafan- 
trees,  nekr  ia  tte  sea,  aad  in  friuit  of  £1  Ariscb. 
NotwiOistandiag  ^the  advantageous  situation  of 
the  place,  which  «tafids  in  the  midst  of  a  naUuai 
amphitheatre,  -the  *^rtUage  was  curried  b;  the 
bayon^,  and  Ae  ememj  retired  iBto  the  fert  with 
so  much  pveoipiiation,  -as  to  eadude  about  three 
bttitdred  men,  who  were  either  killed,  or  takeo 
nrisoners.    On  the  eve^ang  of  the  I3th,  a  strosg 
iMNly- of  cavalry  and  lafiiintry,  who  were  escorting 
a  convoy  of  provisions  for  £1  AMSch^  advanced 
and  pitched  their  tents  on  the  emioodoes*  withm 
half  a  lesgiM  of  that  place ;  but  Rcfguier,  on  (he 
arrival  of  part  of  Kleber*s  divi moo»  soaled  the 
heights  occupied  by  the  Mamelttkes,  rushed  into 
th^r  camp,  Irilied  agreat  number  of  them,  among 
whom   were  two  beys,  and  sons  kiM^befs,  and 
seized   on  the  greater  part  of  their  -baggafei 

frovtsions,  ammunition,  horses,  and  cam^* 
mmediatdy  on  the  arrival  of  the  commander* 
in-^ief  from  Cairo,  he  ordered  one  of  the  towen 
of  the  easths  of  El  Arisch  to  be  caBnonaded,  and 
the  place  to  be:  suminoned  the  moment  a  breach 
was  effected.  After  some  time  spent  in  negocia* 
tion,  the  garrison,  consisting  of  sixteen  hundred 
men,  consented  to  surrender,  on  the  35th  of 
February,  on  condition  of  being  allowed  to  retire 
to  Bagdad ;  except  a  body  of  Maograbias,  who 
agreed  to  enter  into  tlie  service  of  France, 

'Aft»v  traversing  many  leagues  of  an  arid 
desert,  during  which  they  were  exposed  to  all 
the  horfoffs  of  extreme  thirst,  the  French  army 
arrived  at  Gaxa  on  the  28th,  and  took  posseesioB 
of  that  plaoe  without  opposition.  Here  they  fouDd 
a  large  and .  seasonaUe  supply  of  ammunitioii, 
provisions^  and  some  cannon,  which  enabled 
them,  after  establishing  a  divan,  composed^f 
the  principal  Turks;  to  teareh  direct  for  Jap» 
the  iMppa  of  ancient  days.  On  reconnoitring 
the  town,  the  south  firont  was  selected  for  the 
attache  During  the  night  tho  trenches  i^^^ 
opened^  and  three  battesies  established,^*^  ^^ 
eflbct  an  iqpeoing  in  the.  wall,  and  the  oUier  two 
to  eattade  the  scpiare  tower,  •  while  a  fou Hb,  by 
way  of  diversion,  was  erected  on  tlie  nofth  side^  . 
On  the  6th  of  Mareh,  the  garrison  made  tii# 


I 


*  See ThiTelsin  Afiiea,  Egypt^  and  S^ria, iVom  VTWio  1706, by  Bf.  W.  6.  BrsiKL 
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flM>rtieSy  but  were  driven  back  with  cottaiderabie 
I08S.  On  the  6tb»  at  day«brei^,  the  canBoaade 
commenced^  and  at  four  o^oloek  the  hraach  was 
deefaed  practicable.  An  assault  was  now  orderedi 
and  the  carabineers,  under  General  Rambaud^ 
^were  the  first  to  advance.  The  chasseurs  fol* 
lowed,  and  mounting  the  breadi  under  the  fii^ 
of  some  flanking  batteries,  they  effected  a  lodgi- 
ment  in  the  square  lawer*  The  division  of 
General  Lannes,  foltowi^^  np  the  artillery,  drove 
the  Mamehikes  from  roofto  roo^  and  from  strest 
to  street,  and  in  a  shovt  time  gained  posses^- 
eion  of  the  two  forts ;  while  the  division  of  £ref- 
neral  Bon,  which  had  been  engaged  in  making' 
fake  attacin,  now  enlsred  the  tovm  near  the  ferl 
The  garrison,  whidi  consisted  of  about  twelve 
hoidred  Ttirkish  gunners,  m^  about  two  thouo 
sand  five  hwidred  Maugndbins  or  Arnauts^  eoni- 


tiftued   to    defend  themselves  desperately,  and  BOOK  II. 
refusing  to  lay  down  their  arms,  were  put  to  the  ■■ 
sword**     But  Bonaparte,  with  his  usual  policy^  Csap.  XTi 
spared  the  lives  of  three   hundred  Egyptians^  ^^Tron^ 
whom  he  sent  bs^  to  their  families,  Siat  they      "^ 
might  at  the  saaae'  time  proclaim  his  victories 
and  bis  clemency  I    The  French,  now  become 
masters  ot  the  city  and  the  fprts,  found  in  this 
plade  forty  pieties  of  cannon,  and  fifteen  saall 
trading  vessels  at  anchor  in  the  port* 

At  Jaffii,  as  at  all  other  places  of  importance 
in  Us  route,  Boonparte  constitated  a  divan,  of  the 
.principal  inhtfbitants  in  the  Frendi  interest^  and 
after  sppointifig  Afj^sitant-general  Gressier  to  the 
-coamuittd  ctf  the  place,be  marchedat  the  head  of  his 
troops  for  Acre.  On  the  15th  of  March,  the  French 
n#nl]fohaerved  a  eorpeof  the  enemy's  cavalry, under 
the  command  of  AbdaHah  Paoha,  in  a  strong  po^   , 


veqatrat  taat  the  tobstsnse  sf  the  ooaBtar-ttatrment  sbonld  be  here  inMrWd  :-^ 

*'  Boneparte  having  carried  the  towa  of  Jafia  by  ■wiaqft^"  says  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  *^  mAmy  of  the  farriiott  were  pat 
to  the  sword ;  bat  the  greater  part  flying  into  the  taoeques,  sod,  imploriDg  merpy  from  their  parsaers,  were  granted 
their  lives. 

^*  Three  days  aflerwards,  Bonaparte,  ^bo  bad  expressed  mncft  lescitttnent  8^  the  cottapanion  monifestedf  by  his  troops 
afeid  determined  to  relieve  hunself  frwa  the  ttudatenanee  and  care  of  tfaHeelhofisend  eight  hondrHbrisoBers,  ordered  them 
to  be  marched  to  a  sisiag  groitndaear  Jsfla  ;  ^eve  a  division  of  Fivneh infantry .foraMd  aaainia  tb«m>  Wliea  the  Tarim 
had  entered  into  their  &tal  alignment*  and  the  moarnfol  |ireparation»  were  completed,  tae  signal  gan  fiied ;  Tollies  of 
musketry  and  gn^pe  instantly  played  aranst  them ;  and  Bonaparte,  who  had  been  regarding  the  scene  through  a  telescope, 
when  he  saw  the  smoke  ascending,  could  not  restrain  his  joy,  but  broke  out  into  exdamatioos  of  tpproi^al."-— 

**  Their  bones,"  adds  Bir  Robert,  **  still  He  in  heaps,  and  are  shew  to  every  traveller  who  errivei ;  nor  ean  they  be 
confounded  with  those  whs  perished  is  tbn  assault,  smcsthis  firidof  bateheryliesaniileiSreai  thetowa." 

.Ob  thi»iKMnt;  Sir  W.  S.  Smith,  in  aa  official  communicatien  addr^fieed  to  AdmMt  Lord.  Nolseo,  from  on  board  the 
^I^gre^at  ancnor  off  Jaffa,  dated  May  30,.  1799,  says,  **  The  measure  of  the  ini^ities  of  the  French  army  aeeai»  to  have 
been  fflled'by  the  massacre  of  the  Turkish  prisoners  at  Jaffa,  in  cold-blood,  three  jdays  aiUr  tlieir  capture." 

Sir  Ro&srt  Wilson,  in  tbepnbltcation  quoted  abore,  tit  pages  74  and76,  records  another  deed  of  Mood ,  at  which  the  mind 
rerelai'wltbhonror,  and  whidi,  from  its  repagoance  to  avefy  feeling' of  oor  aalare^canonly  dbtain  credit  upon  the  strongest 


^*  Bonaparte."  laya  Bir  Robest,  **  finding  that  hi»  jhosj^tals  at  Jaffa  were  crowded  with  sick,- eent  for  «  p^^sietaft, 
whose  name  should  beinsoribed  in  letters  .of  gold,  but^whicb^  from  weighty  reasons,  cannot  be  here  inserted ;  on  his  arrival, 
he  entered  into  a  long  conrersation  with  him  respecting  the  danget  of  contagion,  concluding  at  last  wiili  die  remark,  that 
aomething  must  be  done  to  remedy  the*  eWl,  and  that  the  destruetion  of  the'  sick  at  present  in  the  hospital  was  the  only  mea> 
•are  thatooald  be  adopted.  The  nhystdan,  alarmed  af  the  piepoaal,  bokl  in  the  oenfklcttce  of  nrttie,  and  the  cause  *oC 
humanity,  renoonstmt^  ▼ehementlv,  representing  the  oroelty  as  well  as  the  atrocitr  of  soeh  a  murder;  but  finding  that 
Bonaparte  persevered  and  menaced,,  he  mdicnanUy  left  the  ten|,  with  thie  memorable  observation : — *  Neither  my  pripd- 
plea,  per  thecbaracter^f  my  profeasioo,  win  allow  me  tol^ecome  a  human  butcher ;  and,  genera],  if  such  qualities  as  yott 
usinuate  are  necessary  to  form  a  great  man,  I  thankmj  God  that  1'  do  not  jpossess  them.'' 

**  itonaparte  was  not  to  be  diverted  from  his  object  oy  mora!  conrideiMions :  he  perset^red-,  -and  found  an  apnthecaar, 
who  (dreading  the  weight  of  jiewerv  but  who  stnee  has  auMie  an  atooeoMat  «o-  his  mmd,  1^  aaoooinrooally  cMtcasiagtbe 
faGt,).conseBledto  beoouie  hwagcpt^aad  to  adminislar  neisoa  to  thesieh*  Opinm  at  aigbt  was  distributed  in  gratimng 
food,  the  wretched  unsuspecting  victims  banqueted,  and^ina  few  hoiwh  ^^®  hundred  andeighty  soldiers,  who  had  sutonS 
•0  mucli  for  theic  country,  perished  thus  miserably  by  the  order  of  its  idol.*' 

Bir  Robert  Wttion  adoE,  that'**  there  are  records  which  remdn,  iiid  which  itf  due  season  wilt  he  produced.**'  Whea 
these  necords^apnear;  the  worM  wiH^  P^tpa  give  credit  td  the  bonrlble  aarr^iireB  they  are"  produced'  to  substantiate ;  but 
itandtonr  demands  the  remark^  thattwehre  jrears  hare  new  elapsed  siaee  the  ohaigite  were  first  exhibited,  and  althougli 
within  that  period  Bonaparte  htm  f^^em  from  the.  elevatipn  <tf  the  impoial  purple  to  the  rank  of  a  powerless  exiie^ 
yet  the  corroooratmg. records  alluded  to  by  Sir  Robert  have,  nerer  yet  been  produced*  Ohc  of  ibfi  charges  here  prefierred 
by  Sir  Robert  Wilson  against  Bbnapake  derives  considerable  weight  from  the'  letter  of  Sir  Sidnc^y  Smith,  written  on  the 
spot,  and  pubKsbed'at  the  short  distance  of  two  months  "findm  thedat^  df  the  alf^gM  murders.  But  the  other,  and  if  pos- 
sible the  mora  enormon^  of  the  crimes  impatciito  theFaeafeh  general,  appeanfto^  be  esifiplBtely  refuted  by  Dr.  Beseen^eSi 
liio  physician  general  Wmfelf,  the  person  idludeit  to  as .  havint^  r^oeived  the  oeder  to  poison  the  troops,  and  which, 
according  to  Sir  Robert,  he  refused  to  execute :  that|>hysician>  innis  Hutohre-  Medicaid  de  VAnmit  d^Orieht^  at  pages  40 
and '50,  expressly  declares,  **That  die  general- in-chiff  shewed  the  utmoet.  attention .  en^  tenderness  to  .the  soldiere 
afflieted-with  the  plague,  vi^ted  them  in  person  while  cohfined  W  that  Ar€tU!ftil  m'ahid f  ,^  lOid  eveh  tosisted  in  the  most 
menial  ofilcee  lb?  thcSr-TClfef." 

(No;  19.)  4  A  ^  -  •    .  . 
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BOOK  II.  sition  upon  the  heights  of  Corsum.    This  corps, 
■  *  ■■■    ■  "*  vhich  consisted  of   two  thousand  horse,    was 
CiiAP.  Xf:  supported  on  its  left  by  ten  thousand  Turkliy 
^••*'^''"*^   and  the  object  of  the '  pacha  was  to  arrest  the 
1790      progress  of  the  invaders  in  their  advance  to  Acre, 
by  obliging  themf  to  engage  among  the  moun- 
tains and  defiles  of  ^NapioUz  ;  this  object  was  in 
some  degree  ^fleeted,   for  the  French  troops^ 
under  General  Lannes,  impelled  by  their  ardour, 
pursued  the  enemy  into  the  heart  of  the  moun- 
tains, from  .which  they  were  recalled  repeatedly 
by  their  general,  and  at  length  retreated  under 
the  ftre  of  the  Naplouziaos.    In  the  mean  time, 
the  divisions  of  Generals  Bon  and  Kleber  formed 
in  squares,  and>  obUged  the  enemy  to  seek  their 
safety  in  flight. 

The  French  army,  pursuing  their  march  by 
Caesarea,  crossed  the  river  which  runs  within  two 
thousand  yards  of  the  walls  of  Acre,  on  the 
night  of  the  17th;  but  on  ascending  the  .heights 
on  the  following  morning,  they  beheld  the  town 
^prepared  for  a  siege,  and  to  their  no  small  chagrin 
and  astonishment,  discerned  the  colours  of  Great 
Britain  flying  in  the  harbour. 
'  St.  Jean  d'Acre,  so  celebrated  during  the 
time  of  the  crusades,  at  this  moment  contained 
Vithin  its  walls  two  singular  men,  who,  with  the 
romantic  heroism  of  the  days  of  chivalry,  united 
all  the  knowledge  appertaining  to  the  modem  art 
of  war— Sir  W.  Sidney  Smith,  a  British  naval 
officer,  of  distinguished  enterprise,  and  Colonel 
Phillippeaux,  an  emigrant  officer  of  engineers, 
the  sofaool-fellow  and  early  companion  of  the 
'French  commander-in-chief  After  rescuing  his 
friend,  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  from  bondage  in  the 
.Temple,  and  restoring  him  to  liberty  at  the  hazard 
of  his  life,  Phillippeaux  had  accompanied  him  in 
the  small  squadron  to  which  he  had  neen  appoint- 
.  ed,  and  after  cruising  with  the  commodore  in  the 
Levant,  had  embarked  for  Syria,  to  employ  his 
talents  as  an  enffineer,  and  to  afford  assistance 
•to  the  intimidated  pacha. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  Generals  Dommartin 
and  Caffarelli  reconnoitred  the  fortress  of  Acre,, 
and  it  was  then  determined  ta  attack  the  front  of 
the  saliant  angle  to  the  .eastward.  On  the  30th, 
the  trenches  were  opened  about  one  hundred  and 
;  fifty  fathoms  from  the  wall,  and  advantage  was 
taken  of  the  garden  inclosures,'  the  fosse  of  the 
old  town,  and  an  aqueduct  that  crossed  the  gla- 
cis in  their  formation  ;  but  as  the  besiegers  were 
deficient  in  heavy  artillery,  and  could  only  furnish 
their  batteries  with  eight  and  twelve  pounders^ 
and  mortars  of  five  inches,  the  impr^ssiopi  made 
by  them  was  neither  sudden,  nor  formidable. 

On  the  day  the  trenches  were  opened,  the 
^rrison  made  a  spirited  sortie,  but  were  repulsed 
vrith  some^  loss,  and  forced  to  retire  with  preci* 
pitation  within  the  walls.  As  die  tower  against 
which   the  principal  attack    was  directed  ap- 


peared to  be  pierced  towards  the    afternoon  of 
the  first  of  April,  and  the  counterscarp  was  sup- 
posed to  be  destroyed  by  a  mine  "wfaich  had  been 
sprung,  the  troops  demanded  and  obtained  leave 
to  advance  to  storm  the  fortress.      It  soon,  how^ 
ever,  became  evident,  that  but  little   pains  had 
been  tstken  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  works ; 
for  on  rushing  forward  it  was  discovered,  that  a 
ditch  of  fifteen  feet  vras  to  be  passed,  while  the 
counterscarp   was    almost  untoached,    and  the 
breach,  which  vras  not  large,  had  been  efllecled 
upwards  of  six  feet  above  the  level  of  the  worksv 
Notwithstanding  these  obstacles,  a  body  of  grena- 
diers, headed  by  Mailly,  an  bflieer  of  the  stafl; 
descended  into  the  ditch,  and  attempted  to  scale 
the  wall ;  but  their  leader  was  shot,  and  it  being 
discovered  that  the  only  effect  produced  bv  the 
late  explosion  was  a  small  opening*  in  the  gUcis^ 
nothing  could  be  achieved.    The  g^arrison  was  at 
first  seized  with  terror,. and  many. of  the  Turkish 
soldiers  ran  towards  the  harbour,*  but  no  sooner 
did  they  discover  that  the  opening*  in  the  wail 
was  several  feet  above  the  rubbish,  than  they 
returned  to  the  charge,   and  shovrered    dowa 
stones,  grenades,  and  combustibles, '  upon  the 
assailants,    who  were  obliged  to    retiire,    after 
losing  two  adjutants-general,  Escale  and  Lau- 
gier,  and  a  great  number  of  men«     This  eveot 
afforded  so  much  encouragement  to  the  troops  of 
the  pacha,  that  on  the  5th  they  made  another 
sally,  in  which  they  killed    Detroye,    Chef  dt 
Brigadty  and  several  others  of  the  besiegers. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  English  squadrolt^  drs- 
covered,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mount  Carmel, 
a  corvette,  and  nine  sail  of  gun-boats,  laden  witA 
artillery  and  ammunition,  intended  to  assist  ia 
the  reduction  of  Acre.  Seven  vessels  belonging 
to  this  ftotilla,  containing  all  the  battering  train, 
were  captured ;  and  this  fortunate  incident  con- 
tribute greatly  to  save  the  city,  no  intelligeace 
having  beM  received  by  the  French  army  of  tb< 
three  frigates  which  had  sailed  from  Alexandria 
for  Jaffa. 

At  this  period  of  the  siege,  D^jez:^ar  dis- 
persed his  firmans  among  the  Naplouzians,  as 
ivell  as  into  the  towns  in  the  Sa'ia,  requesting 
the  true  bdievers  to  raise  and  overwhelm  the 
infidels. 

The  British  squadron,  which  had  been 
driven  from  the  unsheltered  anchorage  of  Si 
Jean  d'Acre  by  the  equinoctial  gales,  bad  no 
sooner  resumed  its  station,  than  another  sortie 
was  determined  upon,  for  the  purpose  of  AeS" 
troying  a  mine,  made  by  the  enemv  below  the 
tower.  In  this  operatio»,  undertaken  on  the 
7th, ;  the  British  marines  and  seamen  were  to 
force  thehr  way  into  the  mine,  while  the  Turki^sb 
troop^ii  attacked  the  enemy's  trenches  on  the  right 
and  left.  The  sally  took  place  on  the  moroisg 
of  the.  7th,  just  before  day -light ;.  and  lieateaaui 
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Wright,  who  commanded  the  seamen-pioneers, 
notwithstanding,  he  received  two  shots  in  his  right 
^rm  as  he  advancekl,  entered  the  mine  with  the 

Eikemen,  and  proceeded  to  the  bottom  of  it,  where 
e  verified  its  direction,  and  by  pulling  down  the 
supporters,  destroyed  all  that  could  .be  destroyed 
in  its  present  state ;  CcJonel  Douglas  supported 
the  seamen  in  this  service  with .  distinguished 
•gallantry,  and  brought  oif  Lieutenant  Wright, 
who  had  scarcely  strength  left  to  get  .out  of  the 
enemy's  trenches,  from  which  they  were  not  dis- 
lodged. In  this  gallant  enterprise.  Major  Old- 
field,  to  whom  the  command  of  the  marines  from 
•the  Theseus  had  been  confided,  was  mortally 
wounded,  and  made  prisoner  by  the  French. 

But  it  was  not  only  with  Acre  that  Bona- 
parte had  to  contend ;  all  the  neighbouring  disr 
iricts  were  in  arms,  and  the  Samaritan  Arabs 
evinced  so  much  daring  as  to  make  incursions 
•eren  into  his  camp.  Under  these  circumstances, 
be  dispatched  first  the  General  of  Brigade,  Junot, 
and  afterwards  Kleber,  against  tlie  enemy,  whom 
he  was  determined  to  drive  across  the  Jordan. 
Finding  that  the  troops  alreadv  sent  from  the 
main  army,  streng^ened  as  they  had  been  by  one 
thousand  infantry,  were  still  insufficient  to  crush 
the  native  force  brought  into  the  field,  Bonaparte 
determined  to  proceed  against  the  enemy  in  per* 
son.  Having  repaired  through  Fouli,  along  the 
defiles  of  the  mountains,  he  perceived  on  the  16th 
Kleber^s  division,  consisting  of  two  thousand 
Frenchmen,  fighting  at  the  foot  of  Mount. Tabor, 
and  nearly  encirdea  by  upwards  of  twenty-five 
•thousand  horse.^  The  commander-in-chief  im- 
.mediately  foriped  his  infantry  ai^d  cavalry  into 
three  squares,  with  a  design  to  cut  off  their  retreat 
•towards  Jennin,  where  their  magazines  were 
established,  and  to  drive  them  before  him  in  the 
^direction  of  the  river,  on  the  banks  of  which  they 
would  be  overwhelmed  by  Murat.  For  this  pur- 
pose, the  Adjutant-general  Le  Turq,  with  the 
cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  was  detached 
:againsi  the  Mamelukes,  which  he  descried  at 
•some  distance,  while  General. Rampon  was  or- 
dered to  take  the  enemy  in'  flank,  and  General 
Yial  to  intercept  them  in  their  flight. 

'  .No  sooner  had  Kleber  receiv^  intimation, 
.by  the  discharge  of  a  twelve- pounder,  that  he 
was  about  to  be  succoured,  than  he  immediately 
attacked  and  carried  the  village  of  Fouli  with  the 
bayonet;  he  then  charged  tlie  cavalry,  which  had 
already  been  thrown  into  confusion  by  the 
French  horse  under  Rampon,  and  obliged  them, 
after  experiencing  much  loss,  to  retire  behind 
Mount  Tabor,  wherea  g^eat  number  weredrowned 
-in  the  river  Jordan.    Th^  result  of  the  battle  of 
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Esdrou,  or  of  Mount  Tabor,  was  the  disoomfilure  BOOK  IL 

of  twenty- five  thousand  cavalrv,  and  ten  thou- """" 

sand  infantry,  by  four  thousand  French  troops  ;t  ^^'J^^l 
the  capture .  of  all  the  enemy's  magazines;  and  ^ 
their  flight  to  Damascus,  with  a  loss  of  five  thou- 
sand men.  Nor  could  they  conceive  bow,  at  the 
same  moment,  they  could  have  been  defeated  on 
a  line  of  seven  and  twenty  miles,  so  little  notion 
had  they  of  a  combined  operation. 

Bonaparte,  having  burnt  the  Naplousian  vil- 
lages, and  killed  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  had 
incurred  his  displeasure,  hastened  to  return 
to  the  camp  before  Acre,  and  took  with  him  his 
ilat  major,^  the  division,  of  General  Bon,  and  the 
corps  of  cavalry  under  General  Murat. 

The  siege  was  now  pushed  on  with  increased 
vigour,  and  the  invaders  at  length  beheld  the 
completion  of  the  mine  destined  to  destroy  the 
tower,  which  had  so  long  withstood  all  .their 
efforts  ;  but  on  setting  fire  to  the  mine  on  the 
25th,  the  operation  was  found  to  be  iocotpplete. 
Although  one  of  the  anj^les  was  carried  away,  the 
breach  remained  as  difficult  of  access  as  before^ 
and  such  showers  of  burninjr  materials  were 
poured  down  upon  a  body  of  grenadiers,  who 
were  ordered  to  reconnoitre  the  means  of  commu- 
nication between  the  tower  and  the  other  parts  of 
the  fortress,  that  they  were  eompelled  to  retire^ 
and  General  CaffarelU,  and  that  CA«^<fe  BattaiUon 
Say,  perished  in  these  enterprises^  while  General 
Veaux,  and  several  other  officers-  of  distinction^ 
were  dangerously  wounded. 

The  garrison^  invigorated  bv  the  presence  of 
the  English,  and  defended  by  the  skill  of  Phil* 
lippeaux,  who  unfortunately  soon  after  died,  of  a 
fever  contracted  by  want  of  rest,  and  extraor* 
dinary  exertions  in  the  public  service,  had  by  this 
time  erected  cavaliers,  and  constructed  two 
places  of  arms,  together  with  batteries,  so  con* 
trived  as  to  flank  the  tower,  and  produce  all  the 
advantage  arising  from  a  cross-fire.  But  on  the 
1st  of  May,  after  many  hours  heavy  cannonade 
from .  thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  brought  by  the 
enemy  from  JaSa,  a  fourth  attempt  was  made  t» 
mount  the  breach,  now  much  widened.  Tho 
Tigre  moored  on  one  side,  and  the  Theseus  on 
the  other,  flanked  the  town- walls;  and  the  gun- 
boats, launches,  and  other  row-boats,  continued 
to  flank  the  enemy's  trenches,  to  their  great  an- 
noyance, till  at  length  they  were  repulsed  with 
loss,  and  obliged  to  desist  from  the  attack. 
At  this  time,  though  the  forty-fourth  day  of  the 
sieg^,  the  garrison  had  the  satisfaction  io  find 
themselves  in  a  better  state  of  defence  than  they 
were  on  the  first  day  the  enemy  opened  their 
trenches,  and  the  galhint  defenders  of  Acre  icU 
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BOOK  IL  increased  confideMoe  that  tbey  should  be  aUe  to 

resist  every  assault  of  the  besiegers. 

•Chap.  XI.  The  enemy,  notwithstanding  their  varioas 

irepulses,  continued  to  batter  in  a  breach  with 
progressive  success,  and  up  to  the  9th  of  May, 
^had  made  nine  several  attempts  to  storm,  but 
had  as  often  been  beaten  back  with  immense 
-slaughter.  In  effect,  ttieaiege  of  Acre  had  been 
one  continued  battle  ever  since  the  opening  of 
the  trenches,  interrupted  at  short  Intervals  by 
the  excessive  fatigue  of  every  individual  on  both 
sides. 

The  garrison  bad  long  been  in  expectafioit 
of  a  reinforcement,  under  Hassan  Bey,  who  had 
originally  received  orders  to  advance  ag^nst 
Alexandria,  but  waN  afterwards  directed  to  pro* 
ceed  to  the  relief  of  Acre.  It  was  not  however 
till  the  fifty-first  day  of  the  siege,  that  this  fleet 
made  its  appearance ;  and  the  approadi  of  s<^ 
much  additional  strength  was  the  signal  to  Bo- 
naparte for  a  most  vigorous  and  persevering 
assault,  in  hopes  to  get  possession  of  the  town 
before  the  reinforcement  couM  disembark.  The 
constant  fire  of  flie  besiegers  was  suddenly  in* 
creased  ten-fold,  and  notwithstanding  the  exer- 
tions of  the  garrison,  supported  by  the  fire  of 
several  cannon  and  carronades,  under  the  abte 
direction  of  Mr.  Schoder^  the  master's  mate  of 
the  Theseus,  Mr.  Joa^s,  midshipmatt  of  the 
Tigre,  and  Mr.  Bray,  the  carpenter  of  the  s^me 
ship,  the  enemy  contiiHied  to  gaia  greund,  and 
on  the  night  of  the  ^h  of  9Iay>  they  had  sue- 
ceeded  in  making  a  lodgment  ia  the  second  story 
of  the  north-east  tower. 

Day-light  on  the  9th  shewed  the  French 
standard  unftirled  on  the  enter  angle  of  the  tower^ 
and  their  troops  had  covered  themselves  in  the 
io<%iiient9  having  oonstmeted  two  traverses 
across  the  ditch  composed  of  sand  bags,  and 
the  bodies  of  thdir  dead  built  in  with  them.  At 
this  most  critical  point  of  th6  contest,  Hassan 
Bey's  troopS)  thongh  they  bad  advanced  half 
way  towards  the  shore,  were  still  m  their  boats. 
Sir  Sidney  Smith,  whose  energy  and  talents  gave 
efiect  to  every  operation,  and  general^  secured 
its  success,  landed  the  boats  on  the  mole,  and 
placing  himself  at  the  head  of  the  crew^  marched 
them  to  the  breacii,  each  man  being  armed  with  a 
piko.  A  heap  of  ruins  between  tl^  besieged  and 
the  besieeers  served  as  a  breast- woriL  for  both ; 
the  musdes  of  the  muskets  touched,  and  the 
spear  heiads  of  the  standards  locked,  IVjeeEar 
Facha,  hearing  that  the  English  were  on  Uie 
breadi,  quitteof  his  station^  where,  according  to 
the  ancient  Turkish  custom,  he  was  sitting*  to 
reward  such  as  should  bring  him  the  heads  of  tho 
enemy,  and  distributing  cartridges  with  his  own 
bands.  ^  This  «  energetic  old  man,"*  coming 
behind  'his  British  allies,   pulled  them  down 

*  Sir  Sidney  Smith's 


with  violence,  saying,  if  any  harm  happen  to  our 
English  friends  all  will  be  lost.  The  whole  ef 
the  reinforcement  being  now  landed,  tiie  pacha^ 
with  some  difficulty,  so  far  subdued  his  jealousy, 
as  to  admit  the  Chifflick  regiment,  of  a  thousand 
men,  into  the  garden  of  his  aeragUo.  From 
thence  a  vigereas  sally  was  made,  with  an  inten- 
tion to  obtain  possession  of  the  enemy's  third 
parallel  or  neareat  trencb,  but  the  Turks  were 
unequal  to  such  a  movement^  and  they  were 
driven  baekinto  the  town  with  loss.  This  sortie^ 
although  it  did  .net  auoceed,  had  the  efiect  of 
obliging  the  enemy  to  expose  themsdives  above 
their  parapets,  and  the  flanking  fire  of  the  gar'- 
risen,  aided  4fy  alfewiiand  grenades,  thrown  by 
Mr.  Savage,  midshipman  of  the  Theseus,  dis- 
lodged tl^m  from  the  tower,  and  kiUed  or 
dispersed  all  that  remained  at  that  station. 
Still  det«rmiued  to  persevere,  the  enemy  efie^ed 
a  new  breach  by  an  incessant  fire  directed  to  the 
southward,  every  shot  knocking  down  whole 
sheets  of  a  wall,  much  less  solid  than  that  of  the 
tower,  on  whidi  they  had  expended  so  much  time 
and  ammnnition.  The  group  of  French  generals 
and  aidey^e^campj  which  the  sdiells  from  the 
sixty-eight  pounders  had  frequently  disperse^ 
was  now  re-assembled  on  an  eminence,  rendered 
fsunous  by  the  exploits  of  an  English  c^ief,  and 
Bonaparte  was  distinguishable  on  Bichard 
Cmur  de  Lion's  Mount,  burning  with  rage,  and 
indicating,  by  his  gesticulations,  that  the  attack 
was  to  be  renewed.  A  little  before  sun^set,  a 
massive  column  appeared  advancing  to  the  breach 
with  solemn  ^to).      At  the  sugi^tion  of  Uie 

tacha,  the  breacii  was  not  this  time  defended, 
ut  a  certain  number  of  ttie  enemy  was  let  in,  and 
then  closed  upon,  according  to  the  Turkish  mode 
of  war.  The  ccrfumn  thus  mounted  the  breach 
unmolested,  and  descended  from  the  rampart  into 
the  pacha's  garden,  where,  in  a  very  few  minutes, 
the  bravest  and  most  advanced  among  them  lay 
headless  corpses,  the  sabre  in  one  hand,  and  a 
dagger  in  tfa^  b^er,  proving  more  than  a  match 
for  the  bayonets.  The  survvvers,  finding  tiie 
assault  desperate,  hastened  to  sound  a  retreat, 
and  General  Lannes,  who  was  seen  .heroically 
encouraging  hia  men  to  mount  the  breadi,  was 
carried  off  severdy  wounded  by  a  musket^bot. 
In  this  ensanguined  conflict,  General  Romband 
was  killed,  imd  on  the  same  day.  General  Bon 
received  a  mortal  wound,  of  which  he  soon  after- 
wards'expired.  Thus  ended  a  contest^  continued 
vrith  little  intermission  for  five  and  twenty  hours, 
and  in  wlttch,  nature,  sinking  und<Nr  the  exertion, 
demanded  a  respite. 

About  this  period/ Bonaparte  received  i»- 
telligence  of  various  insurrections  in  Egypt,  and 
although  the  tnsnrrectimiary  spirit  did  not  again 
shew  itself  at  Cairo,  nor  in  any  of  tiie  principal 
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cities,  yet,  in  the  provipoes  of  BeDichef,  Charkie, 
and  Babere,  it  required  all  the  "vigilance  of  the 
French  generals,  and  all  the  activity  of  their 
troops,  to  preserve  the  public  tranquillity.  In 
the  midst  of  these  agitations  an  impostor  arose, 
pretending  to  be  the  Angel  El  Mahdi,  vrhose 
coming  is  announced  in  the  koran,  and  vrho  as- 
serted that  neither  the  muskets,  the  bayonets, 
the  sabres,  nor  even  the  artillery  of  the 
French,  could  injure  the  genuine  believers,  who 
should  fight  under  his  .  invincible  standard ! 
Having  collected  a  considerable  force,  and  ob- 
tained some  partial  successes,  which  served,  in 
the  estimation  of  a  superstitious  people,  to  give 
countenance  to  his  pretensions,  the  new  gene- 
ral marched,  in  full  confidence  of  success,  from 
Rahm^nie  to  Damenhour;  but  here  his  career 
terminated,  for  General  Lanusse,  advancing  at 
,the  head  of  a  n^oveable  column,  dispersed  the 
followers  of  the  Angel  El  Mahdi,  who  was 
himself  wounded,  and  put  .fifteen  hundred  of  his 
troops  to  the  sword. 

In  proportion  as  the  troops  of  Bonaparte 
before  Acre  relaxed  in  their  zeal,  and  the  capture 
of  the  place  became  dubious,  chagrin  and  indig- 
nation hegan  to  be  visible  in  the  face  and  actions 
of  that  general,  who,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life, 
heheld  himself  foiled,  and  that  too  bv  a  town 
scarcelv  defensible  according  to  the  rules  of  art ; 
while  tne  surrounding  hills  ifrere  crowded  with  a 
inultitude  of  spectatoi^s,  waiting  the  result  of  the 
contest  for  the  purpose  of  declarine  for  the  victor. 
Nor  was  this  all ;  the  plague  had  by  fliis  time 
found  its  way  into  the  French  camp,  and  seven 
hundred  men  bad  already  fallen  martyrs  to  that 
terrible    malady.    In  this  deplorable    situation 
ii  was   determined  by  the  French  commander- 
in-chief  to    make    a    last   effort,  and  General 
Kleber^s  division  was  recalled    from  the  fords 
of  Jordan,  to  take  its  turn  in  the  daily  efibrts  to 
mount  the  breach  at  Acre,  in  which  every  other 
division  in  succession  had  failed,  with  the  loss  of 
their  bravest  men,  and  about  three-fourths  of 
their  officers.     Before  tlus  reinforcement  could 
commence  its  operations,  another  sally  was  made 
by  the  Turkish  Chifflick  regiment,  on  the  night  of 
the  10th  of  May :  these  troops,  acting  under  the 
command  of  Spliman  Aga,  the  lieutenant-colonel, 
succeeded  in  making  themselves  masters  of  the 
enemy's  third  parallel ;  but  the  impetuosity  of  a 
few  of  the  Turks  carried  them  on  to  the  second 
trench,  where  they  lost  some  of  their  standards, 
though  they  succeeded  before  their  retreat  in 
spiking  four  guns.     Kleber's  division,  instead  of 
mounting  the  breach,  according  to  Bonaparte*s 
intention,  were  thus  obliged  to  spend  their  time 
and  strength  in  reoovering  these  works,  in  which 
they  succeeded  after  a  conflict  of  three  hours, 


leaving  ever^  thing  in  itatu  quo^  except  the  loss  BOOK  II. 
of  men,  which  was  very  considerable  on  both  — — 
sides.  After  this  failure,  the  French  grenadiers  Chaf^XL 
absolutely  refused  to  mount  the  breach  any  more  ^"^^/ZT"^ 
over  the  putrid  bodies  of  their  unburied  com-  ^'^ 
panions,  sacrificed  in  former  attacks  by  Bona- 

E artels  impatience  and  precipitation,  which  led 
im  to  commit  such  palpable  errors,  that  even 
seamen  could  take  advantage  of  them*. 

The  siege  of  Acre,  and  the  expedition  into 
Syria,  were  now  approximating  towards  their 
dose;  Bonaparte's  presence  was  required  in 
Egypt,  and  ciespairing  of  prosecuting  the  siege 
to  a  successful  issue,  he  airected  his  last  effort 
to  purooses  of  revenge.  With  this  view  he 
ordered  that  all  the  batteries,  cannon,  and  mor- 
tars, should  be  directed  against  the  palace  of 
D^jesKar,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  siege- 
ammunition  should  be  expended  in  demolishing 
the  fortifications  and  other  public  buildings.  To 
check  this  work  of  destruction,  the  besieged  made 
two  vigorous  sorties  from  tiie  garrison  on  the 
16th  of  May,  in  both  of  wUch  they  w we  driven 
back  with  loss. 

During  the  night  of  the  ITOi,  the  French 
army  began  the  removal  of  the  sick,  the  wounded, 
and  the  park  of  artillery  ;  and  on  the  18th  and 
19th,  the  advanced-guard,  under  General  Jnnot, 
quitting  the  camp  b^ore  Acre,  marched  towards 
Egypt,  and  took  a  position  at  SaflSirie.  On  the 
20tb,  the  garrison,  perceiving  the  force  of  the 
French  to  be  much  weakened,  made  a  general 
sortie,  which  they  repeated  in  the  afternoon  vrith 
increased  vigour;  but  neither  of  these  effbrts 
was  attended  with  complete  success,  and  in  the 
course  of  tliat  day  the  French  removed  tlieir  bat- 
tering cannon,  having  previously  destroyed  an 
aqueduct  of  several  leagues  in  length,  which 
supplied  the  town  of  Acre  with  fresh  water,  and 
reduced  all  the  magazines  and  crops  in  its  vici- 
nity to  ashes.  Tnis  night,  at  nine  o'clock,  the 
genirale  was.  beat,  and  the  siege,  after  sixty  days* 
continuance,  was  raised. 

In  the  midst  of  his  disasters,  Bonaparte,  ever 
fertile  in  expedients,  cheered  the  spirits  of  bis 
drooping  followers,  and  animated  tliem  to  fresh 
exertions,  by  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  pour- 
trayed  their  achievements  in  glowing  colours,  and 
represented  Acre  as  a  place  not  worth  the  sacri- 
fice of  a  few  days. 

On  raising  the  siege  of  Acre,  Bonaparte  was 
obliged  to  leave  behind  him  all  his  heavy  artillery, 
either  buried  or  thrown  into  the  sea,  where  it  was 
easily  raised,  and  this  battering  train,  amount* 
Ing  to  23  pieces,  fell  into  ihe  hands  of  the 
English.  Tlie  French,  after  blowing  up  the  forti- 
fications of  Jaffa  and  Gaza,  and  inflicting  a  terri*- 
ble  vengeance  on  those  who  had  defended  their 


*  Sir  Sidney  Smitb^f  I^etter  to  LoH  NeUoo,  dated  '« Tigre,  off  JaAt,  May  90,  1709. 
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BOOK  II.  country  against  the  inyaders,  p^assed  oyer  the 
..  desert,  and  were  reoeiyed  by  the  inhabitants  of 

Chap.  XI.  Cairo,  ignorant  of  recent  events,  as  victors; 
"^^^y*^*^  Unabashed  by  bis  late  check,  and  unintiin^idated 
1700  by  the  sinistrous  Communications  of  a  soldiery^ 
who  had  lately  murmured  against  and  even 
menaced  their  chief,  Bonaparte  distributed 
recompences  to  some,  inflicted  marks  of  igno- 
miny on  others,  and  so  far  regained  the  confix 
deace  of  all,  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  his 
army  offered  to  encounter  new  toils  and  new 
dangers  in  Egypt,  imder  a  commander  whom 
they  were  on  the  point  of  sacrificing  in  'Syria.* 

Notwithstanding  the  late  expedition  had 
inflicted  a  loss  of  three  thousand  men  upon  the 
French  army,  seven  hundred  of  whom  had  died  of 
the  plague,  and  five  hundred  in  battle,  exclusive 
of  eighteen  hundred  rendered  incapable  of  pre- 
sent service  by  their  wounds,t  the  troops,  still 
under  the  cotnmand  of  Bonaparte,  cheerfully 
obeyed  the  summons  to  march  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Nile,  to  oppose  the  army  of  the  Grand  Siguier, 
who  had  landed  in  that  quarter.  No  sooner 
did  Bonaparte  learn  that  a  fleet  of  about  one  hun- 
dred sail,  well  Btordd  with  troops,  after  anchoring 
at  Aboiddr,  had  seized  on  the  fort,  and  threatened 
to  besiege  Alexandria,  than  he  resolved  to  piarch 
« against  the  Turks  in  person ;  and  that  the  enemy 
might  receive  no  assistance  from  tiie  Arabs  and 
the  Mamelukes,  General  Dessaix  vras  directed 
once  more  to  act  against  Murad  Bey,  while 
Ibrahim  Bey  and  hb  partizans  were  opposed  by 
General  Regnier. 

Upon  his  arrival  on  the  coast  of  theltfediter* 
ranean  sea,  he  learned  that  the  enemy,  consist- 
ing'<tf  about  eighteen  tiiousand  men,  commanded 
by  M ustapha  Pacha,  were  intrenching  themselves 


in  the  peninsula  of  Aboukir,  where  a  great  num- 
ber of  cannon  had  already  been  disembarked. 
Being  determined  to  attack  the  pacha  before  he 
could  be  joined  by  the  natives,  the  French  army 
vras  put  in  motion  on  the  morning^  of  the  25th  of 

July. 

Aft '  er  a  marchof  two  hours,  and  at  the  moment 
when  the  advanced-guards  began  to  fire  at  each 
other,   Bonaparte  ordered  the  columns  to  halt, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  necessary  disposi- 
tions for    the  attack.     General    I>estaing  was 
dispatched   with  three    battalions   'i4>    carry    a 
height    on  the  enemy^s  right,    occupied  by   a 
thousand  men ;    and  at  the  same   time,  a  pic- 
quet  of  cavalry  received  orders  to  cut  off  meir 
retreat  to  the  adjoining  village.    While  this  ope- 
ration was  executed  with  great  success,  and  the 
village  carried,   General  Xannes   advanced  to- 
wards a  mountain  of  sand  on  the  left,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  which  two  thousand  men,  with 
six  pieces  of  artillery,  were  posted  ;  the  Turkish 
troops  endeavoured  to  withdraw,  after  a  distant 
cannonade,  but  their  retreat*  was  cut  off  by  two 
squadrons  of  cavalry,  and  a  pUtoon  of  guides, 
and  the  whole  squadron,  without  the  (exception  of 
a  single  man,  was  dther  killed  or  precipitated 
into  we  sea.  Notwithstanding  this  partial  success, 
the  Turks    still  defended  'their  intirencbments, 
particularly  a  large  redduKtj  With  the  mo^  per- 
severing gallantry,  and  even  continued  to  send 
forward  detachments,  who  marched  against  the 
assailants  dveir  the  dead  bodies  of  their  country^ 
men,  and  engaged  the  fronts  of  the  columns  man 
to  man.     Some  of  the  mussulmans,  unable  to 
pierce  the  forest  of  bayonets,"  endeavoured  in 
vain  to  wrest  from  the  fiisils  these  destructive 
weapons  ;  driven  to  despair,  they  cast  their  own 


•  •«  PROCLAAUTION. 

««  Head-quarteriy  h^/bre  Acre^  28(&  FUfreal^  (I7th  of  May)  An  7, 179D. 
**  Bonaparte,  GeneraUin^chirf. 

*'   SoLDItBS, 

*•  Yoa  have  bftvened  th«  deaert  which  senttntes  Africa  fttnn  Asia,  with  the  nmidity  dt  an  Arab  finoe.  The 
amy  which  was  on  its  maidi  to  invade  Egypt,  is  destroyed;  you  have  taken  its  genend,  its  fidd  aitiUay,  camels,  and  its  hamgc i 
yoa  have  taken  all  the  ibttified  posu  which  secuie  the  wells  of  ihe  desert;  and  you  have  diiperaed,  in  the  districts  of  Mount  Tabor, 
those  swaims  of  brigands,  ooDected  from  all  pazts  of  Asia,  in  die  hope  of  sharing  the  plunder  of  Egypt. 

«  The  tfait^  sMps  wfaicfa,  twelve  days  rince,  von  saw  enter  the  port  of  Acre  with  tniops,  were  destined  for  an  attack  upon 
Alexandria ;  but  you  oompeued  them  to  hasten  to  the  xduf  of  Acre,  and  sevend  of  their  standards  win  contribute  to  adorn  your  m« 
umphal  en<zy  into  Egypt 

**  Finally,  after  having,  with  a  handfrd  of  men,  maintained  a  war,  during  three  months,  in  the  heart  of  Syria,  taken  ibity 
peoes  of  cannon,  fif^  stand  of  oqIouib,  and  six  thousand  prisdOen,  and  razed  or  destroyed  the  fortifications  at  Gaza,  Jaffa,  Csiffa, 
and  at  Acre,  we  pNpaie  to  retum  to  Egypt,  where  the  ^ypioaching  season  for  landing  imperiously  cells  fbr  our  presence. 

««  A  frnr  days  longer  mig^t  give  von  the  hope  of  taking  the  pacha  in  his  pabM»;  but,  at  this  season,  the  castle  of  Acts 
is  not  worth  the  loss  of  diose  days,    nor  of  those  bmve  sokUeis  who  must  faU  m  the  fime,   and  are  now  necessary  fbr  more  essentisl 


*<  Soldieisyi-we  have  yet  a  toilsome  and  perilous  task  to  peKfoim.  After  having  secured  ounelves  from  attacks  fiom  the 
caaCw^^^is  ompaign,  it  win,  periiaps,  be  necessary  we  should  rcpd  the  efforts  made  fnm  the  west  Yoa  will,  m  that  case,  hafe 
new  opoortumties  of  acquumg  dory ;  .and  if,  engaged  in  so  many  encounters,  eadi  day  is  marked  by  the  death  of  a  brave  oannide, 
nem  solaiers  will  come  forward,  and  supply  the  ranks  -^**— *  — i— * « —  —ui-v   v__.  _. —    ..  • — /^...^i    •       ,     .    .,  _.  -^ 


4aqger,  and  commands  victory, 


of  that  select  number,  which  best  gives  an  inesutible  impulse  in  the  moment  of 
(Signed) 


•*  BONAPARTE/ 


t  Clen«ral  Bertbier. 
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muskets  behind  them,  and  fought  with  the  most 
heroic  fortitude  with  the  sabre  and  the  pistoL 
General  Fugieres,  who  had  advanced  with  a 
numerous  detachment,  was  first  wounded  in  the 
head  and  then  lost  an  arm  :    The  Acyutant-gene- 
ral  Le  Turq,  having  in  vain  exerted  himself  to 
induce  this    column  to    throw    itself  into    the 
enemy^s  intrenchments,  leaped  into  them  himself 
— but  be  was  alone,  and  death  soon  pot  a  period 
to  his  career  of  glory.    Encoiuraged  by  this  event, 
the  mussiilmans  pressed  on  to  the  combat ;  and  to 
so  high  a  pitch  did  they  carry  their  daring,  that 
many  of  them  iVere  seen,  at  intervals,  rushing  from 
behind  their  works  to  earn  the  silver  aigrette, 
destined  for  every  soldier  who  should  lay  the 
head  of  an    enemy  at  the  feet   of  his    com- 
mander.   In  the  lolean  time,  the  French  general- 
in-chief  had  brought  up  a  battalion  of  the  second 
light  infantry,  and  another  of  the  sixty- ninth,  to 
storm  the  works  occupied  by  the  left  flank  of  the 
Turks.     General  Lannes,  who  was  invested  with 
the  command  of  this  column,  taking  advantage 
of   a  favourable    moment,   when    many  of  the 
Turks  had  sallied  out  of  iheit  intrenchments, 
for  the  purpose  of  storming  the  redoubt,  attacked 
them  with  the  greatest  vigour  on  the  left  flank, 
and  on  the  gorge  ;  and  the  French  troops,  having 
thrown  themselves  into  the  ditch  and  scaled  the 
parapet,  assailed  their  astonished  foe  with  fixed 
bayonets.     General  Murat,  availing  himself  of 
the  moment  in  which  Genersd  Lannes  entered  the 
redoubt,  ordered  the  cavalry  to  charge,  and  to 
break  through  the  positions  of  the  Turks,  to  the 
very  ditches  of  the  fort.    This  operation  was 
executed  so   opportunely,    and  with  so    much 
Tigour  and  effect,  that  at  tiie  moment  the  redoubt 
was  forced,  the  cavalry  was  on  the  spot  to  cut  off 
the  enemy's   retreat  to  the  fort.     The   Turks, 
confounded  and  terror-struck,  beheld  death  on 
every  jside ;  the  itifantry  charged  them  with  the 
bavonet ;  tibe  cavalry  cut  them  down  with  the 
sabre ;  no  alternative  but  the  sea  remained  from 
their  merciless  enemy.    '*  To  this  sad  recourse 
they  fled  as  a  last  refuge.     Ten  thousand  men 
committed    themselves    to   the   waves,    amidst 
showers  of  musketry  and  grape  shot ;  never  did 
so  terrible  a  sight  present  itself ;  not  one  man 
was  saved."*     Mustapha,  the   commander-in- 
chief  of  the.  Turkish  army,  with  only  two  hun- 
dred men,  was'  made  prisoners,  while  about  two 
thousand  of  th6  Ottoman  army  lay  stretched  on 
the  field  of  battle.'   AH  the  tents  arid  baggage, 
with  twenty  pi^es  of  cannon,  of  which  two  had 
been   presented   to  the  Grand  Signior   by  the 
court   of  London,    fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
French.    The  loss  of  the  French  army  on  this 
sanguinary  day,  is  stated  by  their  own  general 
at  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  killed,  and  about 
seven  hundred  wounded  ;  amongst  the  latter  of 


whom  was  General  Murat,  wounded  with  a  pistol*  BOO  K IL 

ball    discharged  by   the    pacha,  when  he  vras  •- — ■ 

brought  into  the  presence  of  Bonaparte  and  his  ^^^V^ 
£tat-miyor.  t  The  garrison  of  Aboukir,  though  V7W 
so  much  panic-struck  during  the  engagement  aa 
never  to  ore  a  shot,  continued  for  four^days  to 
resist  the  ^orts  of  the  French  army  ;  but  en  the 
20th  of  July,  the  troops,  who  never  capitulate, 
marched  out  of  the  fort,  and  after  laying  down 
their  arms,  embraced  th^  knees  of  the  conqueror. 
On  this  occasion  the  son  of  the  pacha,  the 
kiaya,  and  two  thou8andmea,lverediadeprisoners ; 
and  within  four  and  twenty  hours  after  the  sur- 
render of  the  garrison,  which  had  been  driven  to 
the  greatest  extremities  for  want  of  provisions, 
upwards  of  four  hundred  of  thdr  numner  died  of 
repletion.  By  this  expedition,  which  lasted  only 
fifteen  days,  the  Subhme  Porte  lost  an  army  of 
eighteen  thpusand  men,  and  a  fine  park  of 
artillery.  It  also  terminated  the  exploits  of 
Bonaparte  in  Egypt,  for  whom  fortune  was  pre- 
paring a  new  scene,  and  a  more  exalted  destiny,  . 
m  another  quarter  of  the  globe. 

So  close  had  been  the  blodkade  of  Egypt  by 
the  British  fleet,  and  so  difficult  all  communica- 
tion with  other  countries,  that  the  affairs  <lf 
Europe  were  but  imperfectly  known  to  O^nend  ' 

Bonaparte.  Astonished  at  receiving  intelligence, 
which  reached  him  through  the  intervention  of  the 
enemy,  of  a  new  war,  as  well  as  of  the  mttttiplied 
disasters  Which  accompanied  its  progress,  he 
conceived  the  romantic  project  or  returning  to 
France,  to  enable  her  once  more  to  triumph  over 
her  enemies,  and  to  heal  the  distractions  of  het 
councils  by  elevating  himself  to  empire.  Lear- 
ing  a  sealed  pacKet,  addressed  to  Greneral  • 
Kleber,  nominating  that  officer  to  the  command 
of  the  army  of  Egypt  during  his  absence ;  he 
embarked  suddenly,  on  the  24th  of  August,  with 
Generals  Berthier,  Lannes,  Murat,  and  Andre- 
ossi,  accompanied  by  Mon>ge,  Bertholet,  and 
Amaud,  members  of  the  Egyptian  institute,  and 
attended  by  several  Mamelukes,  the  future  guards 
of  his  person.  By  that  singular  c^ood  fortune  to 
which  jBonaparte  had  so  often  been  indebted, 
he  escaped  repeatedly  from  the  vigilance  of  the 
English  cruisers,  and  landed  first  at  Ajaccio,  and 
then  at  Frejus.  On  his  arrival  at  Paris,  on  the 
16th  of  October,  he  was  courted  by  all  parties, 
and  invited  by  the  directory  to  a  grand  festival, 
during  which  it  was  found  impossible  to  veil 
that  jealousy  and  distrust  which  now  began  to 
prevail  between  the  general  and  several  of  the 
members  of  the  government.  At  length,  after 
many  secret  interviews  with  Sieyes,  it  was  de- 
termined to  overturn  the '  constitution,  and  in- 
troduce a  form  of  government  more  consonant 
to  the  views  of  the  ambitious  chief,  and  of  th^ 
intriguing  director. 


•  General  Berthier. 


f  See  Kendsl't  Notes  on  Denoa. 
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Campaign  in  Holland  :  The  Expedition  under  General  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  sails  from  Eng" 
land — Debarks  at  the  Helder  Point — Defeats  the  Batavian  Troops,  under  General  Daen^ 
delsy  and  enters  the  Helder — Admiral  Mitchel  takes  Possession  of  the  Dutch  Fleet  in  the 
Nieuve  Diejh^Surrender  of  the  Dutch  Squadron  in  the  Texel  to  the  Britidt*^Repuhe  of  the 
Gallo^Batavian  Army  in  an  Attack  made  on  the  British  lAneS'^Arnval  of  the  Second 
Division  of  the  British  TroopSy  and  of  the  auxiliary  Rus^an  Force^  in  Holland — The  com^ 
bined  Army  placed  under  the  Command  of  the  Duke  of  York — General  but  indecisive  Battle 
at  Bergen — Victory  of  Alkmaar — Battle  if  Baccum — Retreat  of  the  Anglo^Rtissian  Army — 
Failure  in  the  political  and  military  Objects  of  the  Expedition,  and  disastrous  Issue  of  the 
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BOOK  II.  WHILE  the  Turks,  the  Syriaus,  and  the 

"  Mamelukes,  were  conteuding  with  all  their  ener- 

Ciup.XII.  gies  against  the  French  invaders  upon  the  plains 

^"^T^^"^^  of  Palestine  and  EJgypt,  and  while  the  Emperor 

* '"    •  and  co-estates  of  Germany,  with  their  Russian 

and  Italian  confederates,  were  waginga  successful 

warfare  against  the  same  power  in  Germany,  in 

Switzerland,  and  in  Italy ;  the  SoTereigu  of  Great 

Britain  determined  to  aid  the  common  cause,  by 

dispatching   a  powerful  armament  against  the 

only  ally  oithe  French  republic. 

The  British  ministry,  sensible  of  the  import- 
ance pf  Holland,  whether  considered  in  tlie 
light  of  a  foe,  or  of  a  confederate,  and  aware 
that  the  exactions  made  upon  the  Dutch  peo- 
ple by  the  government  of  France  had  become 
a  source  of  disaffection,  determined  on  fitting 
out  a  formidable  expeditipn,  for  the  purpose  of 
depriving  the  enemy  of  the  resources  drawn 
from  the  Batavian  republic,  and  of  restoring 
tb^  Prince  of  Orange  to  the  rank  of  stadtholder, 
and  captain-genenu  of  the  forces. 

As  an  army  of  tliirty  thousand  men  was 
required  upon  this  occasion,  an  application  had 
b^n  made  tp  the  couri  of  St  Petersburgh,  and 
the  Emperor  Paul  had  consented  to  furnish 
Great  Britain  with  a  supply  of  seventeen  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  ninety-three  troops,  and 
a  detachment  of  six  ships,  five  frigates,  and 
two  transports,  But  the  emperor,  like  aJl  the 
continental  princes  in  their  dealings  with  Great 
Britain,  took  care  to  indemnify  himself  from 
the  finances  of  his  ally,  at|d  exacted,  as  the 
terms  of  his  co-operation,  an  immediate  ad- 
vance of  upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling,  exclusive  of  periodical  pay- 
nients  of  sixty-three  thousand  ppunds  monthly. 
While  Russia  waa  making  preparations  at 


Cronstadt  and  at  Revel,  the  hereditary  Prince  of 
Orange  repaired  to  lingen,  on  the  Emms,  where 
he  assembled  all  the  stadtholderian  party  capa- 
ble of  bearing  arms,  and  opened  an  active  inter* 
course  with  the  partisans  of  his  family  in  Holt- 
land.  In  the  mean  time  a  considerable  body  of 
troops  was  assembled  on  the  coast  of  Kent ;  and 
it  was  determined  that  there  should  be  two  suc- 
cessive expeditions,  the  first  under  Sir  Ralph 
Abercrombie,  and  the  other  under  the  Duke  of 
York.  The  English  fleet,  and  the  first  division 
of  the  army,  emnarked  on  board  one  hundred  and 
fifty  transports,  sailed  from  Margate  and  the 
neighbouring  ports  on  the  13th  of  August,  under 
the  convoy  of  Vice-admiral  Mitchel,  to  join  Lord 
Duncan,  who  was  cruising  in  the  North  Seas ;  and 
after  encountering;  boisterous  weather  for  several 
days,  the  whole  fleet  came  to  anchor  off  the  Texel 
roads,  on  the  22d<  The  signal  was  now  given, 
and  every  preparation  made  for  landing;  but 
towards  eveping  the  wind  became  high,  and  the 
fleet  was  compelled  again  to  weigh  anchor,  and 
put  to  sea  in  the  night.  This  unfortunate  event 
revealed  to  the  enemy  the  intended  point  of 
debarkation,  and  it  was  not  till  the  morning  of 
the  20th  that  the  fleet  could  be  brought  tp 
anchor  off  the  northern  e:(tremity  of  the  province 
of  Holland,  ^n^ 

Tvfo  great  objec|ff^«sre  to  be  embraced 
upon  this  occasion,  the  imt  was  the  possession  of 
the  Holder,  which  ivould  pot  only  confer  upop 
the  invaders  a  sea-port  and  ap  arsenal,  but  con- 
tribute greatly  to  the  secopd,  which  vfas  the 
possession  pf  the  Batti^vian  fleet,  most  of  the  sea- 
men and  6ome  of  the  officers  or  which  were 
greatly  discontented  with  the  government. 

At  day-light  on  the  mornmg  of  the  27th,  the 
troops  began  to  disepibark  to  the  sppth-vrest  of 
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tbe  Helder  point,  and  during  the  morning,  the 
bomb  Yesseis,  sloops,  and  gan-  brigs,  being  sta- 
tioned so  as  to  open  a  well-direetcd  fire,  scoured 
tbe  beacb,  and  prevented  all  opposition.  Although 
no  resistance  was  made  to  tbe  landing  of  tbe 
troops,  yet  no  sooner  had  tbe  first  division  begun 
to  move  forward,  than  they  were  attacked,  near 
Calianstoog,  by  a  body  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and 
artillery,  under  the  command  of  General  Daen- 
dels,  an  officer  of  some  experience,  and  a  deter- 
mined enemy  of  tbe  house  of  Orange.  A  warm, 
but  irregular  action  ensued,  which  lasted  from 
five  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  three  in  the 
afternoon,  during  which  repeated  attempts  were 
made  to  dislodge  the  right  of  the  British,  now 
posted  on  a  ridge  of  sand-hills,  stretching  along 
the  coast  from  north  to  south,  and  incapable  of 
forming  more  than  one  battalion  in  line  of  battle ; 
but  tbe  narrowness  of  the  position  was,  on  the 
whole,  favourable  to  troops  entirely  destitute  of 
horse  and  artillery,  so  that  the  enemy,  instead  of 
being  able  to  make  any  impression,  were  at  length 
obliged  to  retire  to  another  position,  two  leagues 
in  the  rear. 

Encouraged  by  this  success,  General  Aber- 
orombie  determined  immediately  to  attack  the 
Heldei^  although  occupied  by  two  thousand 
troops.     The  brigades  commanded  by  Majors- 

Seneral   Moore  and  Burrard  were   accordingly 
estined  for  this  undertaking,  and  had  received 


orders  to  hold  themselves  In  readiness;  but  about  BOOK  H 
eight  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  28tb,  the 


*  List  of  the  DiUeh  vtueU  taken  po$K$sion  of  hy  the  English  in  the  Nieu»e  Diep^  Aug,  28|A»  ITOSk 


8hvM,                                          GWM, 
Broeaerschap, 54 

VetWBgtio|r> * »••  -^ 


Shift,  6uni» 

Hector, 44 

Venus, S4 

And  tbe  Heldto,  of  39  gum. 


Shipt,                                  Gun». 
Dalk, M 

Minerva^ S4 


t  BrUUh  Lme  of  Buttle  on  the  30lA  of  August, 

GwM.  Men,                                                                                            Gwm.  Men, 

Glatton* Captain  James  Cobb, 54  343  Aident, Captain  T.  Berry,  64  491 

Roroney, Captain  John  Lawfora, 50  343  Belliqueux,  Captain  R.  BuUeel, » 64  491 

lais, Vice-admiral  Mitchel, )          ^  31.  Monmouth^  Captain  George  Hart, 64  491 

Captain  James  HoQgbtoD,  5  Overyssel,  ........Captain  J.  Bazeley, 64  491 

Teteran, Captain  A.  C.  Dickson, 64  491  Mistisloff, Captain  M.  Aloller,. 66  W% 

Melpomene,  Latona,  Shannon,  Juno,  and  LuUne,  frigates. 

%  CorregpondeDoe  between  the  British  and  Batavian  Admirala. 

Isis,  under  Sfil,  in  line  of  battle,  Aug.  90th,  1799. 
"  I  desire  von  will  instantly  hoist  the  flag  of  his  Serene  Highness  the  Prince  of  Orange ;  if  you  do  you  wilt 
be  immediately  considered  friends  of  tbe  King  of  Great  Britain,  my  most  gracious  sovereign ;  otherwise  take  tbe  consequences. 
Painful  it  will  be  to  me  for  the  loss  of  blood  it  will  occasion,  bnt  tbe  guilt  will  be  on  your  own  bead. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  "  ANDREW  MITCHEL." 

Vice-admiral  and  Commander-in-chief  of  his  Majesty's  •hff 
employed  on  tbe  present  expedition. 
To  Jlemr'admiral  Storey,  or  the  Commamder^in'^ief  of  the  Dutch  squadron. 


ANSWER. 


■*  AnwiAt, 


Om  hoard  the  Washington,  anchored  under  the  Vleiter^  Aug  99. 
**  Neither  your  saperiority,  nor  the  threat  that  the  spilling  of  human  blood  should  be  laid  to  my  account^ 
eould  prevent  roe  shewing  you  to  tbe  last  moment,  what  I  could  do  for  my  sovereign,  whom  I  acknowledge  to  be  no  other  than  tbe 
Batavian  people  and  tbeir  representatives,  when  your  prince's  and  the  Orange  flag  have  obtained  their  end.  The  traitors  whom  I 
commanded  refused  to  fight ;  and  nothing  remains  to  me  and  to  my  brave  officers,  but  vain  rage  and  the  dreadful  reflection  of  our 
present  situation :  I  therefore  deliver  over  to  you  the  fleet  which  1  command.  From  this  moment  it  is  yonr  obligation  to  provide  for 
tbe  safety  of  my  officers,  and  the  few  brave  men  who  are  on  board  the  Batavian  ships,  as  1  declare  myself  and  my  officers  prisoaecf 
of  war,  and  remain  to  be  considered  as  such. 

To  Admiral  Mitehel,  commanding  his  Brilaimte  '^  I  am,  with  r^pect, 

Majesty's  s^odron  t»  the  TextU  «<  S.  STOREY." 

(No.  20,)  4  C 
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Dutch  ships,  which  bsMl  anchored  in  the  Mars  Chap.  XII. 
Diep,  got  under  way,  and  the  garrison  was 
withdrawn.  Nor  was  Vice-admiral  Mitchel,  who 
held  the  command  in  the  absence  of  Lord  Duncan, 
inaetii^e  upon  this  occasion  ;  for  he  found  means 
to  open  a  direct  communication  with  the  Dutdi 
fleet,  and  on  the  28th  obtained  possession  of 
seven  ships  of  war  in  the  Nieuve  Diep,  and  about 
thirteen  Indiameu  and  transports.* 

Having  shipped  pilots  at  the  Helder,  the 
British  admiral  afterwards  got  under  sail  with  his 
squadron,  consisting  of  nine  men  of  war  and  five 
frigates,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing .  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Dutch  fleet,  which  he  expressed 
his  determination  to  follow  to  the  walls  of 
Amsterdam,  unless  they  surrendered  to  the 
British  flag,  or  capitulated  for  the  Prince  of 
Orange.  Accordingly,  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  30th,  the  line  of  battle  being 
formed,  orders  were  given  to  prepare  for  action,t 
and  notwithstanding  two  ships  and  a  frigate  ran 
on  shore,  the  Engl^h  passed  the  Helder  Point 
and  Mars  Diep,  and  continued  their  course  along 
the  Texel  in  the  channel  that  leads  to  tbe  Vleiter, 
the  Dutch  being  then  at  anchor  at  the  Red  Buoy. 
Admiral  Mitchel  now  sent  Captain  Reinnie  wiA 
a  summons  to  Rear-admiral  Storey,  the  Batavian 
commander]:,  which  was  in  some  measure  antici- 
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BOOK'IL'pated  by:tfie  arrral  of  tvro  Dutch  officers,  «t 
>  ■*  »'^'m»  ibe  ^ttrnest  request  of  friioBy  the  BrMsh'  squads 
Cbap.  XII.  YOft  ^wms  avehbred  witfam  siflht  of,  and  at  a  sbdf t 

this  etieny .  hi  above  ao  hour  «ft^r , 
4ie  fleet,  which  had  matiaied  against  ita  offi- 
cers aad  vn  &Tour  •&(  the-  Orange  party,  was 
Tohietamtly  surrendered  to  Admfral  Mitchel  4by 
the  Dirtek  commaDder.* 

The  surrender  of  ibe  IHitch  fleet  bavnig 
oeeasioned  gv^eat  oonsteiwation  throughout  ail  thn 
provinces  of  Holland,  the  president  of  the  Bata- 
vhiu'directory  repaired  to  the  legislaliveaESsenibly, 
and  delivered  an  anitiiated  and  animating  speedii 
•npcMi  this  oecflsioo,  in  w4iieh  he  expressed  Ms 
indfgiiatmi^  ^*  soin&mous  a  treason." 

y  Has  the  Batamn  peeple,"  excbdmed  he^  **  no  long 
cherished  those  monsters  in  order  that  they  should  at  last  be 
betrayed  by  them !  May  the  eDemy  always  reoeivs  such 
^1e  wr«tfthfs,  whom  we  do  not  adkaowledge  eMer  as 
Botahmea  or  as  fUloW-titizeBs!  May  ihe  puniafainBiit  bf 
the  eriioe  fall  19911  the  beads  of  those  who  wiere4he  sttibars 
of  it !  Vengeance  will  assuredly  overtake  thein  in  due  time. 
Meanwliile,  ray  fellow-citizens,"  added  be,  '*  deeply  as 
this  sti|)ke  may  be  fUt  by  erery  (lannotic  heart,  it  ought 
aot^  tendor  us  dejected ;  we  Itaow  the  doties  which  we 
v/we  to  <>«r  «ooii*ry  «ttd  Ae  people;  these  we  will  fulfil ; 
and  sooner  shall  the  land  of  our  Aurelfatbeie,  and  the  soil  on 
which  we  stand,  be  converted  into  aheap  of  ruins,  than  the 
enemy  tnmnph  over  our  firmness.  Hie  Batavian  soldiers, 
imited  wHfa  enr  Pmch  brethren,  at  this  moment  figffating 
in  defaioe  of  their  eoona^'s  Uberties,  wiH  seen  prove  that 
l{0aescNM.bkMMi  boils  ia  their  veins.  Oa  these  ear  expeota- 
tions  reat,  and  may  God  assist  them  !*' 

Nor  was  their  ally,  who  appeared  hitherto 
^  to  haye  neglected  them,  any  longer  idle ;  for  an 
army  of  -obtenration  lately  formed  on  their  fron- 
tiers, receiyed  orders  to  march,  and  General 
Brune,  a  soldier  of  fortune,  and  a  pupil  from 
the  school  of  Bonaparte,  being  appointed  com- 
mander-in-chief, published  tl^  foUowing  short 
but  energetic  address  >-^ 

*«  Sfsfl^strates  of  the  Bataviaa  republic!  Beheld  the 
Aadeeof  Van  Tromp,  De  IVitt,  I>e  Koyter,  and  Barne- 
ve|d,  burst  through  their  sacred  tombs,  that  you  may  be 
animated  by  their  spirit,  and  denounce  death  against  the 
traitors  to  their  country !  Be  on  yeurigowd  Tespecting  die 
emig^nts ;  oppose  the  impious  Orange  faction ;  unite  with 
the  people,  and  overwhelm  the  Bnglish.V 

While  the  Dnteh  and  the  French  authorities 
were  thus  exerting  themselves,  the  British  army, 
which  had  hitherto  occupied  the  sand-hills, 
advanced,  on  the  first  of  September,  and  assumed 
a  position  with  the  right  to  Petten,  on  the  Ger- 
man ocean,  and  the  left  on  the  Oude  Sluys,  on 
the  Zuyder  Zee.     By  this  evolution,   a  fertile 


iocaiutry  was  ofpen  to  the  invaders^  while  the 
HNfauElof  2uypc;s^  immeiUxteiy  in  front,  oontribnted 
greatly  to  strengthen  their  position,  and  enabled 
tkem  to  renoain  oa  the  defensive  until  the  anival 
«f  additional  forces. 

The  Batavian  govemoient  having  c(rilected 
«  considerable  fanoe  in  front  of  tiie  British  lines, 
determinedupoo  an  attack, which  was  commenced 
at  dtrjr-hrsak  on  the  10th,  on  the  centre  and  right, 
from  Si,  Maarten's  to  Petiton,  in  three  ooiumns, 
wfdi^  force  amounting  to  twelve  thousand  men. 
The  oohinn  on  tlie  right,  composed  of  Dutch 
troops,  nnder  the  command  of  General  Daendels, 
•directed  its  attack  against  the  vlHage  of  St. 
Martin ;  the  centre,  under  General  de  Monoean, 
eonsistiiig  of  troops  of  the  same  nation,  mardMi 
ngMSst  <&  British  at  Crabbendam  and  Zoyper 
^uys ;  while  the  left  column,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Genial  Brune,  composed  of  Frendi 
eoldiers,  advanced  against  the  position  occapied 
by  M^gor-general  Burrard.  This  advance,  par- 
^eniariy  on  the  left  and  oentre,  was  made  with 
mat  intrepidity;  but  altliough  two  of  the 
detachments  had  penetrated  upon  this  occasion 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  positions  oocnpied  by 
the  "British,  yet  they  experienced  a  degree  of 
resistance  that  refiected  great  honour  on  the 
army,  and  about  ten  o^ clock  they  were  obliged 
to  retire  to  their  former  position,  with  a  loss  of 
from  eight  hundred  to  one  thousand  men,  beshies 
one  piece  of  cannon  and  a  considerable  quantity 
of  military  stores,  vrhile  the  loss  o(  the  English 
did  not  exceed  two  hundred.  Major-general 
Moore,  who  commanded  the  right  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  received  a  flesh  wound  during  the 
action,  exhibited  his  usual  spirit  and  judgment ; 
Oolond  Spencer  also  defended  the  village  of  St. 
Martin  with  distinguished  gallantry  ;  while  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Smytii,  ^o  commanded  two 
battalions  of  the  twentieth,  -  stationed  near  Crab- 
bendam and  Zuyper  Sluys,  though  the  blood 
was  flowing  in  a  copious  stream  &om  a  wound 
in  his  leg,  entreating  his  regiment  to  "  remem- 
ber Minden,'*  led  thcfm  on  to  a  charge  with  the 
bayonet,  and  completed  the  rout  of  the  foe. 

Tlie  aspect  of  afiairs'  being  now  deemed 
peculiarly  auspicious, '^^e  second  division  of 
troops,  consisting  of  three  brigades,  was  em- 
barked, and  the  Duke  of  York  proceeded  to 
Holland  to  assume  the  command  of  the  Anglo- 
Rnssian  army.  Speedily  after  his  arrival  at  the 
Holder,  on  the  13th  of  September,  he  bad  the 
satisfaction  to  witness  the  landing  of  the  Russian 


Lia  cf  ih€  Dtach  squadron  toftM  pamsHon  of  in  the  Texel,  ^  Fkt  mimiral  MtUhel,  Ji^.  30, 1799. 


CrUMf. 

Wttthhirtoo,  (AlhdraVt  $kip,) 74 

■-'Goelderland .:.„ ^68 

Admiral  de  Ruyter, ....!,.«6P 


Gunt. 

Cerbema, •« 68 

I^ydeo, 68 

Beobefiii«r«  ».*.. m 

Batavier,  »«....»..d4 


Gwu. 
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^tDiiliaf  jr  troops,  eiMisiAtiii^  of  betweem^er^iaieitm 
and  ei|^;Meea  thouMnd  emetine  nen,  ukider  Oe*- 
neral  D'Herniaiin ;  he  also  found  the  Hereditory 
Priace  of  Orai^e  coUectiog  aad  formiig  4ie 
•deserters  from  Uie  Bataviaii  troops,  as  wdl  as 
the  volunteers  from  the  Dutoh.  ships,  into  legular 
battalions. 

The  Brkish  fietd-marshal,  now  fittdiag  him- 
.self  placed  at  the  head  of  thirty-^ix  ^ousaod 
«fieGtiTe  troops,  determined  to  embrace  the  first 
^pportttnity  to  make  an  attack  <apon  tfie  whole  <tf 
ilhe  dD«iQy'«  positions,  aad  4>rders  were  aceord*- 
ingly  issued  tor  that  purpose.  After  the  fiecee- 
sary  arrangements,  the  army  moved  forward  in 
four  columns,  4hroa|fh  a  country  which  in  every 
•direction  presettted  the  most  formidable  obsta- 
cles'; bein^  cut  and  interseoted  wiih  wet  ditches 
and  deep  canals,  while  the  bridges  were  all  re- 
inoved,  and  the  roads  either  remdeted  impassable, 
or  d^stmc^ted  by  means  of  abbatis,  consisting  of 
4eMed  tnees,  half  -iftterrad  in  tbc  earth,  aad 
•placed  in  a  totisontal  position,  so  as  to  present 
a  nearly  ioipenetraUe  barrier,  in  addition  to 
4bese  dbstrucliwas,  the  enemy  was  strongly  posted 
on  the  heights  of 'Camperdnyne,  Walmenhuyaon, 
Schorddam,  and  along  the  high  sand-hills, 
which  extend  from  the  sea  in  front  of  Pett€m  to 
the  town  of  Bergen,  while  aeveral  of  the  inter- 
mediate villages  were  strengthened  by  oaeans  of 
intrenchmeats. 

The  column  under  Lieutenant-general 
D^Hermann  commenced  aa  attack  about  three 
-o^olock  in  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  September, 
and  by  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  had  snc- 
ceedeci  so  for  as  to  be  in  possession  of  Bergen; 
but  finding  the  place  abandoned,  they  relaxed 
their  efforts,  and  according  to  tiieir  custmn  in 
•taking  towns  by  storm,  gave  tbeinsetres  up  to 
pnllago.  The  vigilant  enemy  instantlv  seized  this 
opportunity  to  retrieve  the  day.  Rallying  Ihs 
broken  battalions  under  cover  of  the  woods,  and 
availing  himself  of  the  assistance  of  a  seasonable 
reinforcement  drawn  from  Alkmaar,  he  attacked 
the  dispersed  Russians  at  dtflbrent  poiolts  with 
so  much  impetuosity  and  efiect,  that  aotwith- 
'Standingthe  utmost  exertions  of  their  officers, 
and  the  natilral  courage  of  the  men,  they  were 
compelled  to  retire  in  disorder  from  Bergen  to 


Schoret,    with  tiw  loss  of  lieutenants-general  BOOK  11 . 
D'MormaiHi  and  Tchertchekoff,  who  were  both  z;^ — "— 
made prisofters,  and  the  latter  mortally  wounded.  ™^^' 
The  %ttlure  of  tins  detachment  decided  the  fate  ^^99 
Jot  the  action;  far  although  lieutenant-general 
Oundas  aiieceeded  in  his  attack  on  the  village 
of  WahaseidiuyBen,    while  Sir  James   Pulteney 
stormed  and  carried  Ouds  Carspel,  at  the  head 
•of  the  Lange  Dyke,  and  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie 
captured  Hoorae  without    opposition  nearly  at 
the  same  time,  yet  the  troops  thus  victorious  on  ' 
-ev^y  other  point  were  recalled,  and  the  army,  in 
consequence  of  one  partial  failure,  was  under  the 
sieceflsitif  of  resutnitig  its  former  position.    The 
•capture  of  sixty  officers^  and  upwards  of  three 
thousand  men,   with  the  destruction  of  sixteen 
pieces  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  afforded  some 
consolation  for  the  adverse  events  of  this  day  ; 
butj  as  all  equivocal  victories  may  be  considered 
as  so  many  defeats  on  the  part  of  an  invading 
army,  this  upcn  4he  whole  proved  a  disastrous 
attadk,  and  rather  tended  to  inspire  the  enemy 
with  confidence  than  to  deprive  him  of  hope. 

HisTOyal  highness,  the  commaBder-in-chief, 
determined  to  resume  offensive  operations  with 
as  little  delay  as  the  lacleAency  of  the  weatlier 
and  the  difficulties  of  Uie  country  would  admit. 
After  the  expeffiUen^adheen  delayed  some  days, 
the  army  Was  once  more  put  in  motion,  and  on 
the  M  of  October,  an  attack  took  place  on  the 
vrbde  of  the  enemy's  line.  The  troops  were 
again  (Kvided  into  four  cohinms,  under  Geoerals 
Abercrombie,  D*  Essen,  Dundas,  and  Pulteney  ; 
and  the  plan  was  so  combined  as  to  enable  the 

Erincipal  corps  to  communicate  with  each  other 
y  means  of  intermediate  detachments.* 

At  half  past  six  o^cIock  in  the  morning  the 
engagement  commenced  by  Colonel  Macdonald^s 
reserve,  which  carried  a  redoubt  in  front  of  the 
village  of  Campe ;  while  the  main  body  of  the 
first  column,  conducted  by  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
crombie, marched  by  the  margin  of  the  tide 
towards  Egmont-op-Zee,  where,  in  the  after 
part  of  the  day,  the  hostile  armies  were  to  de- 
cide the  fate  of  the  battle.  The  road  being  thus 
cleared  on  die  right,  the  centre  column  ascended 
the  sand-»bills  at  Campe,  where  they  made  a 
vigorons  attack  upon  the  enemy,  and  carried  tho 


*  The  fbroe  and  arraogement  of  .the  oolnmns  were  as  ibllows : — 

Field-marBhal  his  Royal  HigboeM  the  Duke  of  York,  Comnian4er-in -chief. 

PntsT  CoLuitK,  <m  the  ii^t-.TIine  brigades,  and  the  mtrve  of  iaftmiy,  of  fiajenaimtal  D^Oirbr* )  «"wn>"dw^  by 
MoflRt  te  E«ri  of  Cavan,  and  Colonel  Macdcmald ;  nine  squadiont  of  light  dragoons,  under  the  Aftmwt^tMi  of  i^qkI  \  General  Sb  Ralj^ 
Vt^et;  and  one  tieop  of  hone  artiDefj.  >  Abocron^bie. 

SscoiTD  CoLUMir,  centre— Ten  battalions  of  Rittdan  infantry ;  three  troops  of  hiiwari  and  coaiBrVi ;  1    MMor-genend 


'  Third  Columm,  centre— -Three  bngades  of  infimtry,  of  Minors-general  the  Ead  of  Chatham*  Cooie,  1  Lieutenant-gmeial 

aid  Bnimrd ;  one  squa&on  of  tiie  llth  light  drsgoMis;  artillay.  J  tHmdaa. 

FocKTH  CoLuax,  on  the  left— Three  biigides  of  infiuMnr,  of  Bfiuon-Mcnd  his  Royal  Hif^aieas  Pdnoe  1  UeotenaotMeval 

Waiiam,  Mannwi,  and  Don ;  two  battalions  of  Ruswans;  and  twp  squadrons  of  the  iStfaliglbt dragoons;  artiBegy.        j  Sir^aaBsrateney, 
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BOOK  II.  heights  of  Sohorel.     The  enemy  s91  continued  to 

keep  up  a  heavy  cannonade  between  Schorel  and 

CiiAp.  XII.  Schoreldam^    till    the   Russian   column,    sup- 
^^^^^"'^^  ported    by    Major-general    Buirard's    brigade, 
1799      advanced  upon  their  position  and  took  posses- 
sion   of  Schoreldam.       At   this  juncture,   the 
commander-in-chief,    perceiving  that  the  corps 
on  the  sand-hills  were  unequally  engaged,  im- 
mediately   ordered   the   brigade    under    Lord 
Chatham  to  advance  from  fhe  plain  to  their  sup- 
port.   This  seasonable  movement  was  executed 
with  the  happiest    effect,  and   by  out-flanking 
the  enemy,  obliged  them  to  abandon  the  range 
of  sand-hills,  and  to  take  shelter  in  the  almost 
impervious    woods     that    lined   their     eastern 
border.      The  enemy  having  rallied  his  force, 
took  up    a    strong  position    at    Bergen,    from 
which  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  dislodge 
him.      With   this  view  a  general  charge  was 
ordered,  which  was  led  by  the  29th  regiment, 
and  pushed  with  so    much    vigour  and  effect 
by  the  whole  line,  as  to  place  the  British  and 
Russian  force  in  possession  of  the  whole  range 
of  sand-hills.      In  the  midst  of  this  arduous 
struggle,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bergen,   the 
first    column    of   the    British,   under    General 
Abercrombie,  marched  with  little  opposition  to 
within  a  mile   of   Egmont-op-Zee^    where  the 
enemy  had   posted    on    the  hills  a  large  body 
of  cavalry  and  infantry,  with  a  determination 
to  resist  their  further  progress.     Major-general 
Moofe's  brigade,  led  on  by  that  gallant  ofiicer, 
charged   the   enemy's   strong  position,  but  the 
push  of  the  British  bayonet  was  received  with 
firmness,   and    returned   by  a  ^  oounter-charg^. 
The  contest  Was  maintained  with  undiminished 
fury  till   the   close  of  day,    and  the  field  was 
covered  with    the    slain.      The  92d   regiment 
distinguished  itself  where  all  was  brave,    and 
suffered  severely.    Its  heroic  colonel,  the  Mar- 
quis   of   Huntley,  was  struck  with  a  rifle-riiot 
in  the    shoulder;    and   Major-general   Moore, 
after   receiving    two^  wounds,    was    compelled 
reluctandy  to    quit  the  field.      But  it  was  to 
the  inspiring  example,  and  the  judicious  direc- 
tion of  Sir  Kalph  Abercrombie,  that  this  brave 
column  owed  its  success  ;  and  who  though  two 
horses    were  shot   under  him,    seemed  wholly 
insensible  of   danger.       The   shades   of   night 
now  began  to  prevail,  when  the  enemy,  deter- 
mining to  make  one  more  effort  to  retrieve  the 
fortune  of  the  day,  advanced  with  his  chasseurs 
in  the  face  of  the  British  column,  and  charged 
the  horse   artillery  with    so   much  impetuosity 
as  to  cut  down  several  of  the  troops,  and  to 
carry  off  two   guns  in  triumph.     But  this  suc- 
cess was  of  short  duration ;  for  several  squadrons 
of  the  7th  and  11th  dragoons,  with  Liord  Paget 
at  their  bead,  suddenly  issuing  from  a  recess 
between  twp  sand-hills,   fall  upon  the  cavalry 


of  the  enemy,  who,  incapable  of  sustaining 
the  shock,  rushed  into  the  sea  to  avoid  the  Bri- 
tish sabres.  The  rout  now  became  complete, 
but  a  small  proportion  of  the  enemy,  favoured 
by  the  approaching  darkness,  effected  their 
escape,  leaving  their  prise  cannon  behind. 
About  sun- set,  the  reserve,  under  Colonel 
Macdonald,  joined  the  first  column,  to  which  it 
had  been  attached  in  the  morning ;  upon  which, 
the     enemy    yielded     up     the     well-contested 

! ground,  and  retired  towards  Beverwyck.  The 
orce  of  the  enemy  opposed  to  the  combined 
armies  in  the  battle  of  Alkmaar,  was  estimated 
at  twenty-five  thousand,  and  their  loss  is  stated 
at  three  thousand ;  while  the  loss  of  the  British, 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  amounted  to 
sixteen  hundred,  and  the  loss  ^  the  Russians, 
to  six  hundred  men. 

The  result  of  this  engagement  was  visible 
the  next  morning,  when  it  appeared  that  the 
enemy  had,*  during  the  night,  evacuated  the 
strong  positions  on  the  Lange  Dyke,  and  the 
Koe  Dyke,  as  well  as  the  extensive  range  of 
elevated  sand-hills.  In  the  course  of  the  suc- 
ceeding day,  the  allies  took  possession  of 
Egmonrfc-op-Hoof,  Egmont-op-Zee,  and  Bergen. 
The  town  of  Alkmaar,  the  head- quarters  of 
General  Brune,  and  the  seat  of  government  of 
the  state  of  North  Holland,  opened  its  gates, 
while  a  number  of  troops  deserted  to  ihe 
standard  erected  by  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

To  improve  these  advantages,  and  to  deprive 
the  enemy  of  the  means  of  recruiting  his  ex^ 
hausted  strength,  the  Duke  of  York  determined 
to  drive  him  from  Beverwyck,  and  Wyck-op- 
Zee,  and  to  advance  towards  Amsterdam.  The 
advanced  posts  were  accordingly  pushed  for- 
ward, and  the  village  of  Schermerhoorn,  Acher- 
Sloop,  and  limmen,  occupied  on  tlie  6th,  with- 
out resistance,  by  ti^e^ritish ;  but  the  column  of 
Russian  troops,  Hmer  Major-general  D'Essen, 
in  attehipting  to  gjsi^  a  height  near  Baccum,  was 
at  first  firmly  op^is^d,  and  then  vigorously  at- 
tacked by  a'  strqi^  body  of  the  enemy^s  troops. 
Sir  Ralph  Aberi^ombie,  observing  the  critical 
situation  of  the  Russians,  marched  his  column  to 
their  support;  the  enemy  at  th^  same  time 
succouring  his  advanced  corps  by  fresh  forces ; 
the  action,  though  not  intended  to  be  fought  that 
day,  soon  became  general  along  the  whole  line, 
from  Limmen  to  the  ocean,  and  was  contested  on 
both  sides  with  the  most  determined  resolution. 
About  two  oVlock  in  the  afternoon,  the  right  and 
centre  of  the  allied  army  began  to  lose  ground, 
and  to  retire  upon  the  villages  of  Egmont,  where 
they  made  a  determined  stand,  and  with  the 
.  effective  co-operation  of  the  brigade  under  Major- 
general  Coote,  held  the  enemy  in  check  during 
the  whole  day.  Evening  now  set  in,  accon^- 
panied  with  deluges  of  rain,  yet  still  the'en- 
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gtigement  continued,  mH^  Taried  success,  and 
upaTailing  obstinacy.  Eren  the  darkness  of  the 
nighty  combined  with  the.  seTerity  of  the  wea* 
ther,  was  found  insufficient  to  terminate  the  com- 
bat. The  fire  of  the  small  arms  was  incessant, 
and  the  "vivid  flashes,  runnings  along  the  undulat- 
ing line  of  the  hills,  extended  in  various  direc* 
tions  into  the  plain  ;  while  the  gloom  of  the 
horizon  was  at  intervals  dispelled  by  the  flame 
of  the  cannon,  and  the  iUiiminated  train  of  the 
shells.  About  ten  o'clock  at  nijrht,  the  firing 
entirely  ceased,  and  the  Anglo- Russian  troops 
remained  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the  field  ;* 
the  engagement  however  proved  undecisivoi 
and  the  enemy,  who  soon  after  received  a  rein- 
forcement of  six  thousand  troops,  maintained 
their  position  between  Beverwyck  and  Wyck- 
op-Zee. 

The  allied  army  now  found  itself  placed 
in  a  situation  so  critical  as  to  require  the  greatest 
military  talents,  united  with  the  most  mature 
experience,  to  direct  its  future  operations. 
Directly  opposite  lay  the  enemy,  in  a  position 
almost  impregnable,  and  rendered  confident  bv 
the  accession  of  strong^  just  received.  A 
naked,  barren,  and  exhausted  country,  thinly 
studded  with  a  few  ruined  villages,  scarcely 
affording  shelter  for  the  wounded,  extended  all 
around.  The  right  wing  of  the  allied  army  was 
indeed  protected  by  the  ocean  ;  but  a  considera- 
ble body  of  troops,  led  by  an  active  and  resolute 
eommander,  threatened  the  left,  and  occupied  the 
almost  inaccessible  position  of  Purmerend.  To 
these  local  obstacles  were  superadded  others,  still 
more  formidable.  The  weather  had  set  in  since 
the  evening  of  the  6th  of  October  with  increased 
inclemency ;  and  the  roads  were  so  entirely 
broken  up,  that  it  was  with  extreme  difficulty 
that  the  urgent  necessities  of  the  troops  could 
be  supplied ;  to  these  complicated  evils  the 
whole  army  lay  exposed  on  the  unsheltered 
sand-hills  of  North  Holland — their  arms  and 
ammunition  rendered  unfit  for  use,  and  their 
tents  and  clothing  continually  drenched  vnth 
torrents  of  rain.  Nor  did  the  stadtholderian 
party  shew  any  disposition  to  support  the  armies 
engag^  in  fighting  their  batUes,  but  on  the 
contrary  remained  inactive,  and  apparently  in- 
different to  the  success  of  the  common  cause. 

After  weighing  all  these  considerations, 
and  consulting  with  the  lieutenants-general  of  his 
army,  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York  very 
prudently  gave  orders  to  withdraw  the  forces 
from  their  advanced  position^  which  was  accord- 
ingly effected,  to  the  great  regret  of  the  troops, 
who  were  unacquainted  with  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal difficulties  that  opposed  their  career. 

About  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the 


7th  of  October,  the  night  being  extremely  dark,  JB0OK IL 

and  the  rain  descending   in  cataracts,   a  very :— — 

unexpected   order  was  issued  for  the  troops  to  Chap.  XII. 
assemble,  and  about  ten   o'clock  at  night  the  "^"^^CT^ 
whole  army  was  in  full  retreat  towards  Pellen      ^ '^ 
and  Alkmaar.    By  this  sudden  ^nd  decided  mea* 
sure,  the  retreat  was  effected,  in  the  lace  of  a  vigi- 
lant and  active  foe,  without  disorder,  or  immediate 
pursuit,  and  with  little  comparative  loss. 

It  now  appeared  advisable  to  return  to 
England ;  but  as  the  troops  could  not  be  em- 
barked in  the  face  of  a  superior  army  without 
considerable  loss,  the  commander-in-chief,  in 
conjunction  with  the  vice-admiral,  entered  into 
a  negociation  with  General  Brune,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  an  armistice  was  at  length 
agreed  upon.  It  was  stipolated  upon  this  oo* 
casicn,  that  the  combined  English  and  RussiaQ 
army  should  evacuate  the  territories  of  the 
Batavian  republic  bv  the  SOth  of  November; 
that  the  Dutch  admiral,  De  Winter,  should  be 
considered  as  exchanged ;  that  the  mounted 
batteries  at  the  HeMer  should  be  restored  in 
their  present  state;  that  *' eight  thousand  pri- 
soners of  war,  French  and  Batavians,  taken 
before  the  present  campaign,  and  now  detained 
in  England,  should  be  restored  without  condi- 
tions to  their  respective  countries  ;*'  and  finally^ 
that  Major-general  Knox  should  remain  with 
the  French  to  guarantee  the  execution  of  this 
convention. 

These  terms,  although  justified  by  the  cri- 
tical situation  of  the  troops,  were  doubtless 
humiliating ;  but  the  proposition  of  restoring  the 
Batavian  fleet,  surrendered  by  Admiral  Storey, 
and  which  was  at  first  advanced  by  General 
Brune,  was  received  with  just  indignation  ;  and 
his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  Yonc  threatened, 
in  case  of  perseverance  in  this  point,  to  cut 
the  sea-dykes  and  inundate  the  whole  country. 

Thus  ended  the  expedition  against  Holland, 
whence  so  many  advantages  had  been  antici- 
pated, and  so  much  benefit  augured ;  whioh» 
instead  of  annihilating  the  influence  of  France — 
restoring  the  independence  of  the  Dutch — and 
increasing  the  honour  and  glory  of  the  British 
name;  confirmed  the  dominion  of  the  French 
republic  in  Holland,  and  superadded  the  claims 
of  gratitude  to  the  pertinacity  of  power.  But 
though  the  military  and  political  objects  of  the 
expedition  failed,  yet  the  naval  department  of  the 
enterprise  was  crowned  with  complete  success, 
and  a  hostile  fleet,  the  last  remnant  of  the  mari- 
time power  of  a  nation  which  once  rivalled  Great 
Britain  on  the  ocean,  was  drawn  from  a  posi- 
tion where  it  was  capable  of  exciting  alarm, 
,and  added  to  the  already  gigantic  force  of  Uio 
British  navy. 
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BOOK  IL  To   complete   the  military  history  of  this 

eTentfiil  year,  the  hostile  operations  of  the  short 

CiiAP.  XII.  but  decisive  campaign  in  the  Mysore  country 
still  remain  to  be  recorded.  From  tbe  time  that 
peace  was  concluded  "between  Lord  Cornwallis 
and  Tijppoo  Saib,  tbe  Snltaun  of  Mysore,  in  the 
year  1702^  the  affiitrs  of  India  had  remained  in 
a  kind  of  doubtful  and  suspicious  tranquillity. 
The  supposed  lenity  of  the  Marquis  Cornwallis 
^as  blamed  by  many  who  were  intimately  con- 
nected with  India  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  it  was 
tiot  probable  that  a  prince  of  the  pride  and  spirit 
of  Tippoe»  could  snnmit  without  reluctance  to  a 
treaty  so  inglorious  to  an  independent  monarch. 
Two  great  principles  of  action  appear  to  have 
Influenced  tfie  life  and  fortune  of  the  King  of 
Mysore :  the  one  a  flaming  aeal,  bordering  on 
ftmaticiam,  for  the  religion  of  Mahomet;  the 
other,  an  hatred  to  the  English,  whom  he  affected 
to  denominate  polytheists,  and  considered  as  a 
mercenary  band  of  commercial  spoilers,  who,  by 
onlting  intrigue  with  trade,  and  the  profession 
of  arms  with  an  inordinate  thirst  for  dominion, 
had  obtained  an  undue  and  alarming  preponder* 
ftnee  in  the  east.  Not  oontent  with  augmenting 
his  army,  and  collecting  able  ofiioers,  wherever 
they  could  be  found,  he  corresponded  with  all  the 
neighbouring  courts,  and  solicited  by  tnrns  every 
fiii£ometan  power  in  Asia,  to  enter  into  a  holy 
war,  for  the  extirpation  of  his  enemies,  whom  he 
considered  as  the  enemies  of  all  true  believers. 
Nor  was  he  inattentive  to  the  aflUrs  of  Europe ; 
for  he  had  sent  a  splendid  embassy  to  Louid 
XVI.  and  now  courted  the  friendship  of  the 
French  renublic,  with  as  much  assiduity  as  he 
bad  formeny  sought  that  of  the  monarch.  In  a 
dispatch  to  the  executive  directory  of  France, 
written  from  Seringapatam,  and  dated  on  the  2d 
of  April,  1797,  he  announced  his  intention  to 
nominate  ambassadors,  in  order  to  testify  his 
friendship  to  the  government  of  France ;  and  in 
a  letter  of  the  same  date,  addressed  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  residing  in  the  isles  of 
France  and  Bournon,  he  says,  *^  I  perceive  it  is 
n6w  the  monient  for  me  to  revive  the  friendship 
which  I  have  always  entertained  for  your  nation  : 
I  acknowledge  the  sublimity  of  your  constitution  ; 
and  as  a  proof  of  my  sincerity,  I  propose  to 
your  nation,  and  to  you,  a  treaty  of  alliance  and 
fraternity,  which  shall  be  for  ever  indissoluble, 
^nd  shall  be  founded  on  republican  principles  of 
oincerity  and  good  faith.  If  yon  will  assist  me, 
in  a  short  time  not  an  Englishman  shall  remain 
in  India ;  the  springs  which  I  have  touched  have 
put  all  India  in  motion.'** 

The  French  government,  strongly  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  extending  their  influence  in 
th^  easty  and  of  shaking  the  power  of  the  British  in 


that  quarter,  did  not  fail  to  retum  auitableanswers 
to  these  ardent  expressions  of  attachment ;  and 
General  Bonaparte,  on  his  arrival  at  Cairo,  ad- 
dressed to  the  snltaun,  through  the  interventioH 
of  the  Cherif  of  Mecca,  a  letter  expressed  in  tbe 
following  terms :  ^^  Yon  have,'*  said  the  French 
general,  ^'  already  been  informed  of  my  arrival 
on  the  borders  of  the  Red  Sea,  with  an  innumer- 
able and  invincible  army,  full  of  desire  to  dellTer 
you  from  the  iron  yoke  of  England.     I  eagerly 
embrace  this  opportunity  of  testifying  to  you  the 
desire  I  have  or  being  informed  by  you,  by  the 
way  of  Muscat  and  Mecca,  as  to  your  political 
aituation :  I  should  even  wish  that  you  would 
send  some  intelligent  and  confidential  person  to 
Suez,   or  to  Cairo,  with  whom  I  may  confer. 
May  the  Almighty  increase  your  power,  and  des- 
troy vour  enemies !" 

No  sooner  had  the  intelligence  of  the  arri- 
Yal  of  a  French  armv  in  Egypt  reached  Ben- 
gal,  than  the  Earl  of  Momington,  (now  Mar- 
quis of  Wellesley)  the  gov^nor-general,  gave 
orders  to  assemble  an  army  on  the  coasts  of 
Malabar  and  Coromandel ;  and  while  prepara- 
tions were  making  for  war,  his  lordship  used 
his  utmost  exertions  to  accommodate  tbe  dif- 
ferences by  negociation ;  but  the  sultaun  met 
all  his  lordship^s  proposals  either  with  insult- 
ing silence,  or  with  hollow  and  perfidious  pro- 
fessions of  friendship. 

At  length,  a  junction  haying  heen  eflfected 
between  the  Madras  army,  under  M^jor-gene- 
ral  Harris,  consisting  of  thirty-one  thousand 
men,  and  that  of  Bombay,  under  General 
Stuart,  consisting  of  six  thousand,  the  capital 
of  the  Mysore  became  the  immediate  object  of 
their  joint  attack.  The  Nizam,  tiiough  he  had  so 
recently  given  umbrage  to  the  English  ^vem- 
meiit,  by  the  employment  of  a  numerous  oody  of 
European  troops,  deemed  it  prudent  to  take  the 
field  with  a  contingent  of  about  twelve  thousand 
troops,  on  the  first  summons  of  h\f  British  ally ; 
bnt  Tippoo,  unable  to  procure  either  the  ex- 
pected assistance  of  Zemaun  Shah  from  the  north 
of  India,  or  that  of  the  French  from  Egypt, 
after  wasting  the  country  around,  and  defending 
the  approaches  to  Seringapatam,  found  himsen 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  standing  a  siege, 
without  any  other  auxiliary  aid  than  about  foor 
h^l^ed  volunteers  from  the  Isle  of  France. 

'  On  the  5th  of  April,  the  army  under  General 
Harris,  after  carrying  the  hill-forts  of  Neeldur- 
gum  and  Anchitty,  took  up  its  ground  opposite 
the  west  face  of  the  fort  of  Seringapatam,  at 
the.  distance  of  three  thousand  five  hundred 
yards.  On  the  9th,  the  British  general  received 
a  letter  from  Tippoo,  in  which  he  declared, 
**  that  he  adhered  farmly  to  the  treaties,  and  de- 
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Uanded  the  reason  of  the  advauceiof  the  Engliah 
army,  andoftha  occurrence  of  hostilities?'*  To 
this  the  general  brieflj  replied  by  referring  to 
the  letters  which  had  been  addressed  to  the 
•altauB  by  the  governor-general.  .The  prepara- 
tions lor  the  siege  were  still  continued  with 
ttnremitting  activity,  and  cm  the  82d,  the  Bom- 
bay army  was  attacked  at  all  its  posts  bv  six 
thousand  of  the  enemy^s  infantry,  and  Lalley*s 
corps  of  Frenchmen,  who  behaved  with  their 
mccustomed  gallantry;  but  the  assailants  were 
repulsed  on  all  sides,  and  compelled  to  retire 
into  the  fort  with  a  loss  of  six  hundred  men. 
PreTious  to  this  attack  Cteneral  Harris  had  re* 
oei  ved,  on  the  night  of  the  20th,  an  ovOTture  of 
peaoe  Arom  the  suUaun,  which  was  answered  at 
noon  on  the  2dd,  by  sending  a  draft  of  the  pre<t 
liminaries.  The  terms  proposed  to  Tippoo 
were,  ^^  to  cede  half  of  his  territories  in  per-* 
petuity  to  Great  Britain  and  her  Asiatic  allies ; 
to  pay  two  crores  of  rupees;  to  renounce  the 
aUiance  of  the  French  for  ever;  to  dismiss 
eyerv  native  of  France  from  his  service;  to 
receive  ambassadors  from  each  of  the  alli^; 
mnd  to  give  as  hostages  four  of  hia  sons,  and 
four  of  his  principal  officers.'*  To  these  humi« 
liating  proposals  the  sultaun  condescended  not  at 
first  to  return  an  answer ;  but  on  the  28th  be 
SLcknowIedred  the  receipt  of  the  proposals 
transmitted  by  General  Harris,  and  stated, 
<<  that  the  points  in  question  were  weighty  and 
important,  and  without  the  intervention  of  am^ 
bassadors  could  not  be  brought  to  a  conclu- 
sion ;  and  therefore  that  he  was  about  to  send 
two  officers  who  would  explain  themselves  per- 
sonally to  him/'  The  j^neral,  considering  this 
as  an  expedient  to  gain  time,  briefly  replied  by 
referring  to  the  terms  forwarded  on  tne  22d, 
as  the  only  conditions  on  which  he  would 
negociate. 

The  works  being  now  complete,  the  trenches 
were  opened,  and  on  the  2d  of  May,  the  artillery 
began  to  batter  in  breach.  On  the  evening  of 
the  succeeding  day,  the  breach  was  considered 
-as  practicable,  and  orders  were  issued  for  storm- 
ing the  place  in  the  course  of  the  succeeding 
afternoon.  On  this  occasion,  a  new  stratagem 
of  war  was  resorted  to,  and  it  was  determmed 
to  make  the  assault  during  the  heat  of  the  day, 
as  an  operation  of  this  kind  was  not  likely  to  be 
expected  at  such  a  period,  when  the  garrison 


*  Those  selected  for  the  assault  consisted  of 

1.  Ten  flank  companies  of  Europeans  ; 

%,  TwelfUi,  thirty- third,  seventy-third,  and  seTenty-fourtb  re^ments ; 

3w  Three  corps  of  tfrenadier  sepoys,  selected  from  tne  troops  oi  the  three  presidencies  | 

4.  Two  handred  of  the  Nieam's  troops ; 

6.  One  hundred  men  belon^n^  to  the  artillery,  and  pioneers.  . 

Supported  in  the  trenches  hy  the  battaUon  companies  of  the  regiment  of  Meuron,  and  fottr  bsttalions  of 
Madras  sepoys, 

Colonel  Sberbrooke,  sad  Lieutsnaat-colonels  IHinlopf  Daliymple,  Gardineri  sad  Miynaai  commanded  thaf 
iask  companies^ 
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would  not  only  be  less  prepared^  but  less  able  to  BOpK  11^ 

oppose  an  enicacious  resistance.      The  troops 

inteaded  to  be  employed  on  this  occasion^  Ch^p.  XII, 
amounting  to  four  ttiousand  id  rnumber,  were 
accordin^v  stationed  in  ilie  trendies  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  4ih,  to  avoid  suspicion ;  and  at 
one  o'clock  ia  the  afternoon,  they  moved  forward 
under  Ms^r-general  Baird.*  Havifig  crossed 
the  rocky  bed  of  the  Cavery,  notwithstandinjj  a 
heavy  ftr^  from  the  city,  the  glacis  and  ditch 
were  passed,  aftfer  which  the  hesiegers  inorme* 
diately  ascended  the  breaches  in  tbefausse  bray^ 
rampart  of  the  fort,  surmounting  every  difficulty 
with  the  most  singular  gallantry*  The  nois^ 
and  alarm  occasioned  by  this  unexpected  assaulti 
at  length  pierced  the  residence  of  the  sultaun, 
That  prince,  who  had  a  little  time  beforf 
seen  the  guards  relieved,  after  surveying  the 
British  position  with  a  glass,  and  concluding^ 
because  nothing  unusual  had  occurred,  that  the 
attack  was  deferred,  returned  to  his  family.-^ 
Aroused  at  length  by  the  shouts  of  his  owb 
troope,  and  the  firing  of  the  artillerv  and  musr 
ketry,  he  sallied  out,  accompanied  by  some  of 
his  followers,  and  taking  bis  station  at  one  of 
the  gates,  along  with  Syed  Scheb,  Meer  Sadu^ 
Syed  Gofti,  and  a  number  of  other  chiefs,  he 
attempted,  when  too  late,  to  stop  the  progress 
of  a  soldiery,  inflamed  with  the  hope  of  spoils 
and  fearless  of  danger.  After  the  assailants^ 
who  divided  their  forces  for  the  purpose  of  clear«» 
ing  the  ramparts,  had  overcome  all  oppositioa 
in  every  other  quarter,  the  palace  of  the  monarch 
still  held  out 

A  flag  of  truce  was  soon  afi^  sent  to  the 
palace  of  the  sultaun,  ofleringhim  and  his  friends 
protection  on  unconditional  surrender;  but 
JVIsgor  Allan,  on  whom  the  execution  of  this 
commission  derolved,  could  no  where  meet  with 
Tippoo.  The  young  princes,  his  sons,  surren-* 
dered  in  the  mean  time  to  General  Baird,  under 
the  strongest  assurances  of  protection.  After 
much  entreatv,  enforced  even  by  threats,  the 
gentlemen  who  had  entered  the  palace  were 
informed  by  the  killedar,  an  oflicer  of  great  trust, 
that  the  sultaun  was  not  there,  but  that  he  had 
received  a  mortal  wound  during  the  assault,  and 
lay  in  the  gate-way  on  the  north  face  of  the 
fort.  There,  among  heaps  of  slain,  the  body 
of  the  unfortunate  monarch  was  found,  covered 
with  wounds.    With  a  Roman  spirit,  the  8ul* 
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BOOK  It.  taun  of  Mysore  disdained  to  grace  the  triumph 
■  ■  of  his  adversaries ;  and  shewed  his  people,  that 

Cbap.  XII.  he  did  not  basely  seek  his  personal  safety  in  the 
^•^*><^*^  recesses  of  his  palace,  while  they  were  endeii- 
i7W      Touring  brayely  but    unsuccessfully  to  support 
his  throne  from  the  battlements  of  his  capital.* 

The  capture  of  Seringapatam  afforded  a 
rich  booty  to  the  troops,  who  efiected  this  impor- 
tant conquest  with  a  loss  not  exceeding  four 
hundred  men  in  killed  and  wounded;  and  a 
scheme  of  partition  was  promulgated  soon  after, 
dividing  the  dominions  of  the  late  sultaun  into 
four  parts  of  unequal  extent,  one  of  which,  and 
that  the  principal,  including  the  oapital  and  the 
port  of  Magalore,  was  annexed  to  the  dominions 
of  the  East  India  Company ;  a  second  was  given 
to  the  Nizam ;  k  thii<d,  of  small  extent,  to  the 
Mahrattas  ;  and  for  the  fourth,  a  descendant  of 
the  ancient  Rajahs  of  Mysore  was  sought  out, 
and  placed  upon  the  throne ;  while  Fuiceh  Hyder, 
Ardul  Khalic,  and  the  other  sons  of  the  deceased 
monarch,  were  taken  under  ^^  the  munificent  pro- 
tection" of  the  company,  and  surrounded  with 
women,  troops,  and  every  thing  that  ean  cou* 
tribute  to  inspire  an  idea  of  Asiatic  magni- 
ficence. 

In  another  hemisphere,  the  British  arms 
were  equally  successful,  and  the  flourishing 
settlement  of  Surinam  was  wrested  from  the 
hands  of  the  Dutch.  A  body  of  troops  having 
been  eollected  in  the  islan<b  of  Grenada,  St. 
liucie,  and  Martinico,  by  lieutenant-eeneral 
Trigge,  were  embarked  soon  after,  on  board  a 


small  squad  roil)  consisting  of  two  line  of  battle 
ships  and  five  frigates,  under  the  command  of 
Vice-admiral  Lord  Hugh  Seymour.  On  their 
arrival  off  the  mouth  of  the  river  Surinam,  Go* 
vemor  Frederici,  after  some  hesitation,  capitu- 
lated to  the  British  force,  and  on  the  dOui  of 
August,  this  flourishing  and  extensive  settlement 
was  obtained  by  Great  Britain,  vdttioat  firing 
a  gun. 

The  British  navy,  during  the  whole  of  this^ 
year,  continued  to  display  its  wonted  zeal  and 
aeeuStoAied  superiority ;  while  the  names  of  St^L 
Vincent,  Nelson,  Smith,  and  Blitchel,  made  the 
EngUsh  flag  respected  in  Syria,  Egypt,  the 
Mediterranean,  on  the  coast  of  Spain,  and  in 
the  ports  and  shallow  seas  of  Holland.  So  unin- 
terrupted was  the  success  of  the  British  arms 
on  her  fiivourite  element,  that  although  Eng- 
land did  not  lose  a  single  vessel  of  war  in  ih% 
course  of  this  year,  no  less  than  twenty  frigates, . 
corvettes,  and  luggers,  belonging  to  France,  and 
ten  to  Spain,  were  eKher  taken  or  run  on  shore. 
The  Dutch  navy  may  be  said  to  have  been  anni- 
hilated, and  its  spirit  and  discipline  whdly  ex- 
tinguished, in  addition  to  the  ships  of  war 
seised  by  Admiral  Mitchel  in  the  Nieuve  Diep, 
and  the  Texel,  the  Batavian  republic  lost  a  forty 
gun  ship — the  Hertoe  Van  Brunswick,  in  the 
straits  of  Sunda;  and  as  the  sailors  were  ob- 
viously disaffected  to  the  new  government,  all 
further  exertions  b^  sea  on  the  part  of  thatjuower 
were  wholly  interdicted. 


*  Tirpoo  Saib.— The  cbarscler  of  ihii  extrtordinary  msn  is  differeodr  rqpreaented,  ae  oppoote  ptrties  and  inlitftte 
kare  touched  the  portrait ;  while  the  difference  of  manners,  the  distance  of  4he  scene,  and  the  obscurity  which  involves 
an  oriental  court,  render  it  almost  impossible  to  ascertain  the  truth.  He  was  born  about  the  year  1749,  and  was  in  statnre 
about  five  feet  eight  inches.  His  person  was  corpulent,  his  neck  short,  and  his  limbs  small,  particularly  his  feet  and 
hands.  His  complexion  was  brown,  his  eyes  large  and  fuU,  his  eye-brows  small  and  arched,  his  nose  aqoiliae ;  and  aM 
agree,  that  in  his  countenance  there  was  an  expression  of  d^ity.  Hyder  Ally,  the  ^ther  of  Tippoo,  oonscioas  of  his 
own  disadvantages  ^rom  a  neglected  edocalian«  had  been  extremely  solicitous,  it  is  said,  ibr  tiie  accompli8bmen.t'of  his  soe^ 
who  read  and  spoke  more  than  one  of  the  European  languages.  He  was  ft>nd  both  of  reading  and  writing,  and  latterly,  it 
appears,  kept  a  journal  of  every  occurrence.  In  his  youth,  and  during  the  life- time  of  his  lather,  he  was  held  in  univer- 
sal esteem  ;  but  after  his  accession  to  the  throne,  he  is  charged  with  cruelty  and  caprice.-  Despotism  is  undoubtedly  a 
wretched  corruptor  of  the  human  heart ;  and  perhaps  we  form  a  false  estimate,  when  we  measure  the  characters  of  eastern 
monarchs  by  the  {Hriiidples  of  civilised  and  christian  states.  In  his  dress  he  was  plain,  in  bis  manners  unaffected  $  he  was 
fond  of  horsemanship,  and  all  the  manly  exercises,  and  despised  those  who  used  carriages  and  palanquins.  Indeed,  in  most 
of  his  habits,  he  appears  to  have  been  of  a  severe  cast  of  cnaracter ;  he  was  rigidly  exact  in  the  punishment  of  drunken- 
ness and  other  vices,  and  his  religion,  which  was  tinged  With  the  same  character,  approached  tu  superstiticHa^  In  his 
political  governmeDt,  he  la  charged  with  caprice ;  and  yet  the  circumstance  that  gave  most  disgust  to  men  of  rank,  that  of 
raising  persons  from  low  stations  to  offices  of  importance,  might  proceed  from  the  landaUe  desire  of  promoting  and 
rawaraittg  merit.  He  is  supposed  to  have  acted  under  the  inffl^uated  persuasion  that  Seringapalam  was  impregnable  i  yet 
it  is  allowed,  that>  on  examining  the  works  on  the  morning  of  the  assault,  he  was  undeceived,  though  he  still  rejected 
every  idea  of  surrendering  bis  capital,  and  reconciled  himself  to  the  resolution  of  perishing  under  its  ruins.  On  the  whole, 
he  was  a  great,  though  perhaps  not  a  good  prince  ;  a  false  religion,  and  false  notions  of  human  rights  and  liberties,  nsvct 
1^1  to  deprave  the  heart. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


Bairisu  History.  Opening  of  the  Session  ofPartiament  of  1798-9 — Refaction  of  Mr.  Tiemey^s 
Motion  for  Peace — Refiewal  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Suspension  Act-— Introduction  of  a  Bill 
for  imposing  a  Tax  upon  Income^^Atmual  SuppKes — Message  from  the  King  relating  to 
Ireland — Animated  Discussion  on  the  Subject  of  a  Legislative  Vnicm  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland — Vehement  Debates  in  the  Irish  House  of  Commons — State  of  the  Public  Feel- 
ing in  Ireland — Mr.  Pitt's  Resolutions  containing  Overtures  of  Union — Carried  in  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament— Joint  Address  of  the  Tu?o  Houses  to  His  Majesty — Motion  for  the  AboU- 
tion  of  the  Slave  Trade  lost — India  Affairs — Prorogation  of  Parliament. 


AMIDST  the  various  calamities  in  ivhicb 
the  wars  of  the  French  revolution  had  involved  the 
continental  states  of  Europe,  it  was  the  happi- 
ness of  this  country,  sunrouitded  by  her  guard* 
ian  ocean,  and  defended  hf  the  prowess  of  her 
invincible  navy,  to  escape  all  the  heart-rending 
scenes  of  actual  war,  and  to  feel  its  influence 
chiefly  or  alone  in  her  trade,  and  finance. 

On  the  opening  of  the  parliamentary,  session 
of  1798-9,  on  the  20th  of  Noveniber,  the  benches 
formerly  occupied  by  the  minority  appeared  still 
deserted  ;  but  as  little  could  be  effected,  at  the 
full  flood  of  ministerial  power  and  influence, 
either  by  their  counsel,  or  their  opposition, 
the  absence  of  these  statesmen  was  the  less  to 
be  regretted. 

The  speech  from  the  throne  spoke  with  just 
exultation  of  the  late  splendid  triumphs  of  our 
navy  under  Lord  Nelson,  *^  wlueh  had  turned  an 
extravagant  enterprise  to  the  confusion  of.  its 
authors^  and  afforded  an  opening  which  might 
lead  to  the  general  deliverance  of  Europe.  The 
magnanimity  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  and  the 
vigour  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  had  shewn  that 
these  powers  were  impressed  with  a  just  sense  of 
the  present  crisis,  and  their  example  would  be 
an  encouragement  to  other  states  to  adopt  that 
spirited  line  of  conduct  which  alone  was  consial*- 
ent  with  security  and  honour.      At  home,  our 

E reparations,  and  the  zeal  of  all  ranks  of  people, 
ad  deterred  the  enemy  from  attenapti  ag  an  inva* 
sion  of  our  coasts  ;  and  in  Ireland,  the  rebellion 
bad  been  repressed,  while  the  views  of  ill-minded 
people,  who  had  planned  the  subversion  of  our 
constitution,  had  been  fully  detected  and  exposed. 
Under  the  pressure  of  protracted  warfare,  it  was 
a  great  satisfaction  to  observe  that  the  produce  of 
the  public  revenue  had  been  fully  adequate  to  the 
increase  of  our  public  expenditure  :  the  national 
credit  had  been  improved*  a»d  commerce  had 
^       (No.  81,) 


flourished  in  a  degree  unknown.'*    <*  Our  situa-  BOOK  11. 
tion,"  said  his  majesty  in  conclusion,  "  renders       ■ 
the  continuance  of  heavy  expenses  indispensable,  Chap.  xiit. 
but  the  state  of  our  resources,  and  the  public  ^^^'^y^"^ 
spirit,  will  furnish  the  necessary  supplies  without    1798-9 
essential  inconvenience  to  the  people,  and  vrith  as 
little  addition  as  possible  to  tne  burthens  of  the 
state.    We  have  surmounted  great  difficulties ; 
our  perseverance  (in  a  just  cause)  has  been  re*r 
warded  vrith   success;,   and  our  situation  in  a 
period  of  danger,  compared  with  that  of  other 
countries,  proves  that  the  security  of  the  British 
nation  depends,  under   providence,  on  its  own 
constancy  and  vigour." 

The  address  moved  in  the  lords  by  the  Eai:! 
of  Darnley,  and  seconded  by  Lord  Craven,  was 
animadverted  upon  by  the  Marquis  of  Laus^ 
downe,  who  exhorted  the  ministers  of  the  crown 
'^  to  draw  from  these  victories,  so  justly  cele-« 
brated,  the  advantages  they  were  calculated  to 
secure,  and  to  make  them  the  means  of  obtaining 
that  most  desirable  of  all  objects,  a  safe  and 
honourable  peace.  Instead  of  this,  the  continu- 
ance of  war  was  aunoqnced,  and  our  new  alliances 
exulted  in.  Bnt  could  we  place  any  reliance  on 
such  a  league  as  that  which  now  subsisted 
.with  Russia  and  the  Porte?  Was  it  upon 
such  allies  that  we  could  depend  for  a  vigor* 
ous  co-operation  ?  It  would  be  wise  to  lay  aside 
all  idle  plans  of  conquest ;  a  spirit  of  moderatbn 
and  disinterestedness  should  govern  our  conduct ; 
the  troedtgnity  of  the  nation  would  be  consulted 
in  making  such  concessions  as  were  necessary  for 
the  restoration  of  the  general  tranquillity,,  at  the 
moment  of  gratulation  and  victory." 

Lord  Holland  observed,  <^  that  if  the  con^- 
sequence  of  the  victories  we  had  gained  were  to 
be  a  revival  of  the  horrors  of  war,  England  had 
little  cause  to  rejoice.  The  speech  from  thfe 
throne  held  forth  the  probable  sucoess  of  a  power-» 

ful  confederacy  against  France.    We  baa  heard 
4E 
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BOOK  II.  such   language  before ;    but  we  had  only  seen 

■  devastations    extended  over  the  surface  of  the 

Crap.  XIII.  globe^  with  less  and  less  prospect  of  procuring 

ItcmTo^  tranquillity.    He  felt  the  difficulty  of  succeed- 

1799-9    jjjg  jjj    ijjg  jj^mp  ^f  victory  to  moderate  desire. 

He  knew  that  it  w&s  an  unwelcome  task  to 
address  tlieir  lordships  on  the  subject  of  peace  ; 
but  a  sense  of  public  duty  influenced  his  con- 
duct, and  he  perfectly  coincided  in  opinion 
with  his  noble  friend,  that  the  greatest  victories 
were  useless,  unless  employed  to  obtain  the 
legitimate  end  of  war.^* 

Lord  Mulgrave  was  surprised,  that  any 
Englishman  should  think  this  was  a  moment 
for  proposing  peace.  Occupying  a  proud  sta- 
tion, we  ought  not  to  forget  our  superiority, 
'  by  renewing  negociations  which  presented  no 
prospect  of  honourable  termination.  Britain 
stood  high  among  the  nations  of  Europe ;  she 
ought  to  invite  them  to  combine  under  her  aus- 
pices, to  resort  to  her  banner  for  protection,  and 
to  confide  in  her  efforts  for  security. 

Lord  Grenville  expressed  much  satisfaction 
in  supporting  the  sentiments  of  the  last  noble 
speaker.  *^  The  powers  of  the  continent*^  his  lord- 
ship said,  *^  were  now  willing  to  adopt  a  line  of 
conduct  suited  to  their  interests  ;  and  was  this 
a  moment  for  England  to  shew  that  she  was 
actuated  by  little  selfish  politics  ?  Instead  of 
accelerdtitig  the  fate  of  Europe,  and  abandoning 
the  victims  of  French  domination  to  their  mi- 
sery, it  ought  to  be  the  business  of  Great  Britain 
to  animate  their  efforts,  and  contribute  to  their 
deliverance.  It  was  the  duty  of  ministers  to 
promulgate  this  glorious  purpose,  to  conciliate 
differences,  to  allay  jealousies,  and  not,  by  reviv- 
ing them,  to  prevent  that  co-operation  which  was 
necessary  to  the  general  safety,  and  so  intimately 
connected  with  Uie  true  interests  of  the  country.^' 
The  question  upon  the  address  was  then  put  and 
carried  in  the  lord^,  as  it  had  already  been  car- 
ried in  the  commons,  without  a  division. 

On  the  11th  of  December,  Mr.  Tierney 
moved  in  the  house  of  commons, 

"  That  it  is  the  duty  of  his  majesty's  ministers  to  sd- 
*^  vise  him  Hot  to  enter  into  vay  alliance  with  foreign 
'*  powers^  that  may  binder  bis  majesty  from  neyfociatin{|r  a 
**  peace  with  Pranoe,  whenever  she  may  bo  disposed  to 
*'  eater  upon  a  fair  and  equitable  negociation." 


This  motion,  which  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Jekyll,  and  resisted  by  Mr.  Canning  and  Sir 
James  Murray  Pulteney,  was  rejected  without 
a  division. 

The  bill  for  the  renewal  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Suspension  Act  was  the  next  measure  of  import- 
ance that  came  under  discussion;  and  on  the 
second  reading  of  this  bill,  which  took  place  on 
the  31st  bf  December,  Mr.  Courtney  remarked, 
^'  that  the  Habeas  Corpus  act  was  the  statute  upon 
which  the  personal  liberty  of  every  Bnglishman 
depended.  To  the  operation  of  that  law^  so  justly 
the  subject  of  universal  panegyric^  was  solely 
owing  the  paramount  security  possessed  by 
the  natives  of  this  island  above  all  other  nations. 
There  were  at  this  moment  above  seventy  per- 
sons confined  in  consequence  of  the  suspension 
of  this  act.  Had  there  not  been  time  to  bring  the 
principal  part  of  them  to  a  trial?  If  guilty,  why 
was  not  this  done  ?  Their  trial  and  convicttod 
would  be  the  best  reason  for  continuing  to  in- 
trust such  power  to  the  executive  governments 
The  people  confined  under  this  suspension  bad 
been  treated  with  unprecedented  rigour  and  in- 
humanity. Desirous  of  obtaining  some  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject,  he  had  procured  ad  order 
to  visit  one  of  these  state  prisons,  situated  in 
Coldbath- Fields,  and  generally  known  bv  the 
name  of  the  Bastile.  The  prisoners  he  round 
were  locked  up  in  damp  and  dismal  cells,  without 
fire,  without  candle — and  the  only  opening  for 
the  admission  of  light,  let  in  at  the  same  lime 
the  cold  and  the  rain.  He  had  talked  with  many 
of  the  prisoners ;  among  the  rest  with  Colonel 
Despard,  an  officer  who  had  been  many  years  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  his  country.  Though 
lately  removed  to  a  difierent  part  of  the  prison, 
he  had  been  long  confined  in  the  way  now  stated ; 
and  even  his  wife  was  never  permitted  to  see 
him  but  through  an  iron  grate  for  a  few  minutes 
at  a  time.*  He  appealed  to  the  house  whether 
such  rigour  ought  to  be  practised  even  to  felons, 
and  much  less  in  relation  to  men  who  were  de- 
prived of  the  benefit  of  a  trial ;  and  who  might, 
if  tried,  very  possibly  be  able  to  prove  their 
innocence,  in  the  French  bastile,  prisoners  had 
been  treated  much  better  than  in  this." 

Mr.  Secretary  Duudas   said    the  question 


*  In  a  tubeequent  sta^  of  the  bQl  for  the  renewed  sospension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  Mr.  Oonrtney  produced 
a  Lett^f  fi^m  Mrs.  Despard,  v^ich  was  as  follows: — 

'*  Some  mention  havinpf  been  made  in  the  news- paper  reports  of  the  Honse  of  Commons  relative  to  the  treatment 
of  Colonial  Despard  in  the  new  orison,  I  think  it  neoessary  to  state,  that  he  was  confined  near  seven  months  in  a  damp  cell, 
not  seven  feet  «|iiar^  witbojbt  are  or  candle,  chair,  table,  knife,  fork,  a  glazed  window,  or  efen  a  Itook.  I  made  several  ap« 
plications  in  Peraon  to  Mr.  Wickham,  and  by  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  all  to  no  purpose.  The  20th  of  last  month  he 
was  removed  into  a  room  with  a^re,  but  not  till  his  feet  were  nlceratod  by  a  frost  For  the  truth  of  this  statement  1  appeal 
to  the  honourable  Mr.  Lawless,  and  John  Reeves,  Esq.  who  visited  him  in  prison,  and  st  whose  intercession  he  was  removed^ 
The  i^ler  will  bear  witness  that  be  never  made  any  complaint  of  his  treatment,  hoWeyer  severe  it.  was.  This  statement  of 
facts  is  without  the  knowledge  of  the  colonel,  who  has  served  his  majesty  many  years,  anji'all  his  family  are  now 
ia  the  army. 

Herklof. Square,  (Signed)  «  CATHARINE  DESPARD.** 

Dee,  1798. 
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before  the  house  was,  whether  the  bill  suspend  • 
ingthe  Habeas  Corpus  act  should  be  read  a  second 
time,  or  not,  and  that  the  observations  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  no  earthly  connection 
with  that  Question.  They  related  merely  to  the 
good  or  bad  conduct  of  a  gaol,  and  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  power  delegated  by  the  legislature 
to  the  executive  government.  The  management 
of  gaols  wa«  unmr  the  care  of  sheriflb  and  ma* 
gistrates;  and  to  them  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, if  induced  by  sympathy  to  deplore  the 
Buffmngs  of  the  seditiouS)  should  have  made  his 
complaint. 

Mr.  Tiemey  insisted  thitt  the  observations  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  were  perfectly  rele- 
vant to  the  question.  Whatever  pretext  of  dan- 
ger had  induced  the  house  to  consent  to  the 
original  suspension,  it  no  longer  existed.  There 
was  now  no  appearance  of  invasion,  no  appear- 
ance even  of  disaffection ;  and  when,  under  the 
suspension  contended  for,  a  gentleman  suspected 
of  treason  was  treated  as  a  felon  convicted  of 
crimes,  it  was  a  strong  reason  why  a  power  so 
liable  to  abuse,  and  in  fact  so  flagrantly  abused, 
should  be  discontinued,  unless  better  grounds 
than  the  house  had  yet  beard  were  offered  for  its 
renewal. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  corroborated  the  asser- 
tions of  Mr.  Tierney. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  on  the  otlier  hand  con- 
tended, that  nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory 
than  the  accounts  he  had  heard  of  the  situation 
and  health  of  the  prisoners.  Many  of  the  regu- 
lations which  prevailed  in  this  prison  were  re- 
commended by  the  excellent  Howard.  Those 
who  believed  the  country  to  be  in  danger  ought 
not  to  relax  their  efforts,  or  deprive  the  executive 
power  of  the  means  of  providing  for  its  security. 
Nor  should  it  be  forgotten,  that  men  who  expose 
themselves  to  suspicion  must  oft^n  incur  the 
disadvantages  of  guilt. 

Mr.  Pitt  asked  if  this  was  a  time  to  slumber, 
when  there  existed  men  who  were  hourly  plan- 
ning our  destruction  ?  men  who  never  waked  nor 
slept,  nor  walked  abroad,  without  holding  up  to 
our  view,  as  it  were,  a  dagger  streaming  with 
blood  !  Ought  we  then  to  cast  aside  that  shield 
which  alone  enabled  us  to  defy  its  point. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried,  and 
the  bill,  which  subsequently  passed  through  its 
respective  stages  in  both  houses  of  parliament, 
enacted,  that  the  suspension  should  continue  till 
the  21st  of  May,  1799. 

During  the  present  session,  one  of  the  most 
important  subjects  of  finance  tiiat  ever  engaged 
the  attention  of  parliament  was  brought  under 
consideration.  The  large  and  continually  in- 
creasing expense  of  the  war  had  induced  the 
minister,  in  the  course  of  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  to  bring  forward  for  the  sanction  of 
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the  house,  ^'a  new  and  solid  system  of  finance;'*  BOOK  II. 

the  principle  of  which  was  to  raise  within  the 

year  a  large  proportion  of  the .  necessary  sup-  Cbap.  xiii. 
plies,  which,  aided  by  the  operation  of  the  sink-  ^Tron^ 
ing  fund,  should  prevent  any  material  addition 
being  made  to  the  public  debt  The  tax  proposed 
for  fiiis  purpose,  called  the  triple  assessment  tax, 
was,  however,  found  so  inadequate  to  the  pur- 
pose proposed,  that  the  minister  determined  to 
abandon  that  unequal  and  oppressive  impost, 
and  to  substitute  in  its  stead  a  tax  on  income. 

Accordinglv,  on  Monday  the  8d  of  Decem- 
ber, the  house  having  formed  itself  into  a  com* 
mittee,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  rose 
and  said,  that  before  he  proceeded  to  open  to  the 
committee  the  very  important  subject  to  which 
their  atteution  would  in  the  course  of  the  even- 
ing be  directed,  it  would  be  proper  to  state,  that 
the  supplies  which  would  be  necessary  for  the 
service  of  the  present  year,  amounted  to  the  sum 
of  thirty-one  millions,  towards  which  the  usual 
ways  and  means  would  produce  six  millions  one 
hundred  thousand  pounds.  It  remained  then  to 
be  considered  in  what  way  the  deficiencv  should 
be  raised.  And  here  two  leading  principles  oc- 
curred for  the  guidance  of  the  house — either  to 
raise  the  whole  by  loan  upon  the  old  funding 
system,  or  to  raise  a  considerable  part  of  the 
supplies  within  the  yefeir,  upon  the  principle 
adopted  in  the  last  session  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Pitt  then  proceed^  to  state  his  new 

?Ian  of  finance,  which  was  a  tax  on  iaeome. 
'he  commissioners,  who  should  be  invested  with 
the  power  of  determining  upon  the  rate  of  every 
one's  income,  should  be  persons  of  respectable 
situations  in  life,  removed  from  any  suspicion  of 
partiality ;  men  of  integprity  and  independence. 
And  in  case  the  party  was  dissatisfied  with  the 
decbion  of  these  commissioners,  another  body  of 
commissioners  should  be  formed,  to  whom  an 
appeal  might  be  carried.  The  next  point  for 
consideration  was  the  mode  of  contribiution  that 
should  be  adopted.  Under  this  head  it  was  hie 
intention  to  propose,  that  no  income  under  sixty 
pounds  a  year  should  be  called  upon  to  contribute^ 
and  that  the  scale  of  modification,  up  to  two 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  as  in  the  assessed  taxes, 
should  be  introduced  with  restrictions.  The 
quota  which  should  then  be  called  for  shduld 
amount  to  a  full  tenth  (tf  the  contributor's  income. 
The  returns  to  be  made  by  the  person  assessed, 
subject  to  the  inspection  of  a  surveyor,  who 
should  lay  before  tne  commissioners  such  ground 
of  doubt  as  might  occur  to  him  on  the  fairness  of 
the  rate  at  which  a  party  might  have  assessed 
himself.  The  partv  howei^er  should  not  be  com- 
pelled to  answer ;  his  books  should  not  be  called 
for,  nor  his  confidential  clerks  or  agents  ex- 
amined ;  but  if  he  declined  to  submit  to  the 
investigation  of  bis  books,  and  the  examinatlbn 
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BOOK  I L  of  bis  clerks,    it  should  be  competent  for  the 
-  cofpmissioDers  to  fix  the  assessnoent,  and  their 

Chaf.  xui.  decision  should  be  final.  As  to  the  exemptions 
or  deductions,  perhaps  those  Mrho  had  familiesi 
might  in  certain  cases  be  fair,  objects  of  allow- 
ance, whale  those  who  had  no  faiiniUe^  migbt  with 
equal  justice  be  called  upon  to  contribute  in  au 
increased  proportion.  in  forping  a  rough 
estiinate  of  the  product  of  tlie  proposed  tax, 
he  should  sta1;e,  on  the  authority  of  the  board 
of  agriculture,  that  forty  wiiiPW.^.^?  9Lcres  of 
land  were  at  present  in  cultivation  in  this  king- 
dom, the  average  rent  o^  which  he  should 
estimate  at  twelve  shillings  and  sixpence  an  acre, 
which  would  give  twenty-five  millions  9,  year. 
In  thj3,  as  in  every  other  denomination  of  pro- 
perty, he  sl\oul4  propose  tljateverj  thing.u^der 
sixty  pound^  a  year  sbould  be  exempt,  and  that 
modiJ|cations  up  to  two  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
sboutd.  be  admitted,  for  which  he  bad  in  his  cal- 
culation made  a  deductioft  of  one-fifth.  The 
sums  to  which  the  tax  ot  ten  per  cent  would 
wply  would  then  stand  thus  ;— 

The  land  rental,  aAer  deducting  one-fiftti  he  estomtes  at  80,000,000 

The  tsMht^t  renfenl;  of  land,  deducting  two^thirds  of  the  \  5  ooo  000 

racl^  rent,  he  'took  at J  '      ' 

The  amount  of  t7^ies,aediicting  one-fifth        4,000,000 

Vnc  pwduce  ef  mines,  eanal  natagasions,  &a  deducting  \  ^^qqo^ooo 

one~niui  •«•    •/• '  <•■    •••    •••    •••    ■••    ■••    •**     j 

The  cental  of  houses,  deducting  one-fifth 5,000,000 

Tli«frafii»ef pidfifiBuoaa     .».  ....    ...    S,000»00O 

The  rental  of  Soodanl,  taking  at  Qn&-eigllth  that  of|  5,ooo,ooe 

is>ngia(iu         •••    •••    •••    •■•    ■••    ■••    •••    *••     J 

The  hktone  of  psnons  resident  in  Great  Britain,  dravn  1  g^QQQQQn 

fimn  posseavons  heyond  the  seaa j  '      '      ' 


The  amount  qf  annuiUes  from  the  public  funds,  after  \  i<2«00Q.O00 

'     deducting  <Hie»fiftfa i  ^^^*^ 

The  ptafits  of ihe  capital  ewplofed  in  our  foreign  001&- 1  19,000,000 

meroe       •••    ■«•    ••■    •••    •••    •••      '  •      «     *••     3 


The  profits  on  the  capital  emfJored  in  our  domestic  1  o«  nrin  nr^ 
uade«  and  th«  piofiiB  «f  «]&  and  industry    ...    /  «^«»,ooo 

^102,000,000 

Upon  this  amount  a  tax  of  ten  p^r  cent  would, 
produce  ten  niillions  a  year,  ana  this  was  the 
sum  he  calculated  to  result   from  the  measure. 
The  house  would  recollect  that  the  assessed  taxes 
were  assigned  to  the  payment  of  tha,t  part  of  the 
sum  raised  for  the  service  of  last  yeair^  whicli 
was  not  made  a  permanent  debt,  apd  oif  OQurse 
this  new  tax  upon  income  would  be  substituted  in 
the  room  of  those  assessed    taxes,   and  would 
be  made  applicable  to  the  same  purpose.      He 
trusted  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  fpr  him  to. 
go  into  any  detail  of  argument  to  convince  the 
committee     of  the    advanta£;;es     of  the   mode, 
adopted  last   session  for  raising  a  considerable 
part  of   the  supplies  within   the  year.     .  *'  If," 
said  Mr.  Pitt  in  concl^siony  '^  we  had  proved,  that 
at  the  end  of  the  sixth  year  of  the  war,  unsubdued 
by  all    the    exertions    and    sacrifices    we  have 
made^  our  commercq  is   flourishing  beyond  the 
ciis\b]^lc '^f.aiiy  yev  Wea  cfpeac^j  if  our  re- 


yenues  are  undiminished;  if  new  means  of 
Tigour  are  da^ily  presenting  themselves  to  our 
grs^p;  if  o\ir  efforts  have  been  crowned  with 
^e  most  perfc^ct  success  ;  if  the  public  senti- 
ment be  firm,  and  united  in  the  justice  of  the 
cause  in  which  Ave  are  embarked ;  if  every  mo- 
tive to  exertion  cpfttinue  tlie  saqje,  and  every 
effort  we  have  made  in  the  cause  be  a  source 
only  of  exultation  and  pride  to  the  heart ;  if  by 
the  eflicacy  of  these  efforts  we  have  now  the 
expectation  of  accomplishing  the  great,  object 
of  all  our  sacrifices,  and  of  aU  our  labours ;  if 
despondency  be  dissipated  at  home,  and  confi- 
dence created  abroad,  shall  we  not  persevere 
in  a  course  so  ^idy  calculated  to  bring  us  to  a 
happy  issue?'' 

Mr.  Tieruey  agreed  with  the  rightlionourable 
the  cb»nceIlor  of  the  exchequer,  that  the  discus- 
sion of  the  house  on  the  question  that'  now  en-* 
gaged  their  attention  was  not  only  interesting  to 
England,  but  also  to  all  Europe ;  by  this  hold 
measure  a  tenth  part  of  the  property  of  England 
was  put  i|i  requisition — a  qieasure  which  the 
French  had  followed  in  their  career  of  revolu- 
tionary rapine,  and  which  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  finst  condemned,  and  then  imitated; 
and  as  a  prelude  to  the  project,  a  general  disclo* 
sure  of  property  must  take  place.  Could  the' 
man  who  now  declaimed  so  eloquently  against 
the  accumulation  of  debt,  be  the  same  person,  who, 
in  the  short  space  of  five  years,  bad  added  so 
enormously  to  the  debt  of  the  public  ?  Did  the 
m^inister  me^n  to  say  that  a  life  income,  and  an 
income  arising  from  a  disposable  capital,  were  in 
fairness  liable  to  the  same  impositions  ?  The 
scale  of  taxation  was  also  manifestly  inadequate 
and  ui\}ust.  If  it  were  riglit  that,  the  scale  should 
rise  from  sixty  pounds  to  two  hundred  pounds 

S^er  annum,  why  should  it  not  continue  to  rise 
rom  two  hundred  upwards  ?  TJie  man  of  two 
hundred  per  annum  would  be  deprived  of  a 
part  of  the  comforts  he  possessed,  while  the 
man  of  twenty  thousand  per  atmum  would  still 
riot  in  th.e  enjoyment  of  aU  his  luxuries.  To 
seize  the  tenth  of  a  man's  income  was  like 
takiMg  away  the  tenth  of  his  stature.  The 
overgro\vn  in  riches  or  in  stature  would  jiot  be 
hurt,  but  it  wou^d  reduce  those  who  were  al- 
ready diminutive  to  pigmies. 

On  the  14th  of  December.  Mc.  Pitt  moved 
that  the;  report  on  the  ivu!ome  tax  be  now  taken 
into  further  consideration ;  on  which  occasion 
Sir  Francis  Baring  made  some  .  very  important 
observatipns  upon  th6  commercial  clauses  of  the 
bill,  Uie  justice  of  which  time  and  experience 
sufficiently  evinced,  lie  afiirmed,  that  under  the 
"veil  of  secrecy,  which  covered  the  commercial 
returns,  the  bill  would  be  evaded  and  frauds  oom-t 
mitted,  beyond    aoy  thing  it  was  possible  tq 
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conceive.  But  supposing  tbe  bill  carried  into 
effect,  it  was  a  tax  upon  industry  and  upon 
enterprise. 

Mr.  William  Smitb  declared  his  decided 
approbation  of  the  principle  of  raising  the  sup* 
plies  within  the  year,  which  could  akme  preserve 
the  public  finances  from  impending  ruin.  But 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  he  deemed  in  the 
highest  degree  excqrtionable.  Where,  or  on 
what  grounds  of  political  ecoAomy,  be  enquired, 
had  it  beep  asserted  in  word*  9r  imaeiuied  is 
thought,  or  by  wh^t  criterion  co^iA  U  h%  a^^dged* 
fair  and  honest,  to  tax,  in  an  equal  degree, 
industry  and  indolence?  A  stocJc-holder  wlMi 
received  five  b^^mdred  BOjunds^  per  an.num  from 
his  capital  in  the  funas,  and  a  shop-keeper  of 
small  property,  .who  by  active  ^xeAions  made 
the  s£^me  sum  i^  }m  husiness,  w<^e  similarly 
rated!  Even  in  ..the  fi&nds,  praprietors  of  the 
long  annuities,  ot  perpetl^d..al|nuitje8,  feuad  of 
the  exchequer  annuities,  which  eixpire  in  five 
years^  were,  by  this  sweeping  and  indiscrimiilate 
mode  of  taxation,  placed  precisely  upon  a  level. 

Sir  William  Pulteney  said,  while  ihe  Ufdieas 
Corpus  ^ct  was suspen^ed^  we  hnd.no  isecurity 
for  our  personal  liberty,,  i^^d  if  the  .preset  bill 
passea,  such  were  the  inquisitorial  powevs  vested 
in  the  Qommissioners,  that  we  had  no  security 
for  our  property.  It  was  hostile  in  its  very 
nature  to  the  radical  principles  of  freedom,  and 
made  a  most  dangerous  attack  upon  the  vitab  of 
our  constitution. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in:  reply, 
said,  it  was  a  satisfaction  to  him  to  find  that  the 
propriety  of  raising  a  certain  part  of  the  supplies 
within  the  year  had  in  general  been  conceded. 
If  it  were  necessary  for  the  efibrts  which  we  were 
called  upon  to  make,  if  it  were  essential  to  the 
firm  establishment  of  public  credit,  and  to  the 
future  prosperity  of  the  empire,  to  obtain  that 
supply  which  was  requisite  for  the  vigorous' 
prosecution  of  the  contest ;  it  was  evident  that 
it  must  be  obtained  by  a  sudden  tax  immediately 
productive.  An  honourable  geptleman  had  said, 
that  if  two  persons  had  each  five  hundred  pounds 
per  annum,  one  of  Whom  derived  his  income 
from  land,  and  the  other  from  industry,  they 
ought  not  both  to  be  taxed,  equally  at  fifty 
pounds:  but  to  complain  of  this  inequality  was 
to  complain  of  the  oistribution  of  property ;  it 
was  complaining  of  the  constitution  of  society. 
To  attempt  to  remedy  it  would  he  to  follow  the 
example  of  that  daring  rabble  of  legislators  in 
another  country,  from  whom  the  honourable 
gentleman  borrowed  some  of  his  political  prin-' 
eiples,  and  which,  though  be  now  reprobated, 
lie  still  seemed  inclined  to  follow.  Mr.  Pitt 
concluded  with  observing,  that  the  consequence 
of  this  tax  would  be  to  all  alikci  and  that  wlio* 
(No.  21.)  4F 


ever  contributed  a  tenth  of  his  income,  under  BOOK  II 
tbe  bill,  would  have  i^  tenth  less  to  spends  to 


save,  or  to  accumulate.    The  house  then  divided  Chap^XIH.^ 
— ^for  the  ftirttier  consideration  of  the  report,  X83 ;      jT^g 
against  it  17 — majority,  160. 

Iti  tbe  upper  house,  tl^e  bill  ifas  opposed 
by  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  aiid  by  Ijord^r  Sufiblk 
and  Holland ;  and  defended  by  the  Eafl  of 
Liverpool  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Gi^epviUe,, 
and.  Lord  Auckland.  After  updergoing  all  ijts 
amendments,  tlte  bill  was  passed  into  ^.  law  on 
the  l«th  of  March,  and  the  5.th  of  April,  1700, 
vra»  fixed  as  the  time  for  making  the  returns. 

'  The  amount  of  the  whole  of  the  supplies 
for  1700  was  estimated  at  thirty-o0e  miiliofs, 
of  Which  sum, 'fifteen  nxillions  were  to  be  raised 
by  v^ay  of  lean,  and  the  produce  ^f  tibe  ineome 
tax  wjAs  calculated  at  %eu  millions  ;  the  remain^ 
itig  sum  was  to  af  ^e  ^rom  .tl\e  i^^w  bjuposis  ou 
sugar,  coQee,  and  stamps  aided  by  the  Tecenily 
imposed  convoy-tijA.  Ooje  h^t^t'ed  -and  twenty 
thousand  seamep  and  marines,  and  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  land  forces,  of  diffe- 
rent description?!,  were  also  •  this  year  yoted  .by 
parliament. 

Sqon  after  the  introdoctioa  of  the  hill  for 
imposing. a  tax  qa  in^me,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
enlarge  the  tiu^e  prescribed  by  an  act  of  the  last 
session,  for  the  redemption  of  the  land  tax,  and 
to  make  certain  regulations  respecting  ecclesies-- 
tical  property,  a^d  the  property  devised  for 
lives  and  for  long  terms.  Tlus  measure,  which 
seemed  a  necessary  appendage  to  the  act  for  the* 
redemption  of  the  land  tax,  advanced  through 
its  various  stages  without  encount^in^  any 
serious  opposition,  and  on  tbe  15th  of  March 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  the  ^2d  of  January,  1700,  a  message 
from  the  crq^n,  touching  the  integrity  of  the 
empire,  and  involving  one  of  the  most  moment** 
ous  que'^tions  that  was  ever  brought  under  dis- 
cussion during  the  present  long  and  eventful' 
reign,  was  delivered  to  the  house  of  eoromons, 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Pandas,  expressed  in' the 
following  terms :— < 

"  GEORGE  R.  '  . 

**    His    majesty  is    p«*r8ua()fd  U^at  t^e  nnn^ittinip^ 
industry  with  wlrich  our  eoetnies  persevere    in   tiheur 
aFowed  design  of  effecting'  the   separation   of  Ireland 
from  this  kingdom,  cannot  fiul  to  engage  the  particplar 
attention  of  parU^me«it»  and  his  majesty  reoommeads  it 
to  this  house  to  consider  of  the  moel  effectual  means  wS- 
finally  defeating  this  design,  by  disposing  the  parUaofeots  • 
of  both  kingdoms  to  provide,  in  the  manner  which  they 
shall  judge  mast  expedient,  for  settling  such  a  complete  ' 
aad  final  adjustment,  as  may  best  tend  to  improre  and  ' 
perpetnate   a    connection    essential   to  .their   tommon 
securitj,   and    consolidate   the    strengtli,   power,  and 
resources  of  the  British  empire.*' 
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BOOK  II.  The  late  rebellion  in  Ireland  seemed  to  point 

.....—  out  the  necessity  of  adopting  a  great  political 
Cbat.  XIII.  measure,   ^hich  had    frequently    been   recom- 
mended to  the  ministry,  by  writers  on  political 
economy,  as  well  as  by  various  parliamentary 
speakers,   without  making  any  permanent  im- 
pression.   But  the  risk  of  a  reyiTal  of  popular 
commotions,  and  the  apprehensions  of  the  designs 
of  an  ambitious  enemy,  labouring  to  separate 
tliat  realm  from  the  British  empire,  prompted 
the  leaders   of  the   cabinet  to   undertake  the 
arduous  task  of  effecting  an  union  between  the 
two  kingdoms,   which    might   give    additionid 
strength  to  both,  and  so  improTe  and  concentrate 
their  power  and  resources,  as  to  enable  them  to 
repel   all   hostile   attempts,    both  foreign  and 
domestic.     Against  a  measure,   which,   in  its 
nature,  would  extins^ish  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land as  an  indepenoent  legislature,   and  which 
would  withdraw  a  number  of  the  most  opulent 
inhabitants  from  the  metropolis  of  Ireland  to 
attend  their  public  duties  m  the  capital  of  the 
united  kingdom,  a  strenuous  opposition  was  anti- 
cipated ;  but  it  was  hoped  that  the  good  sense  of 
a  great  portion  of  the  community,  whose  con- 
dition this  measure  was  intended  to  improTe, 
would  take  a  more  liberal  and  enlarged  view  of 
the  subject,  and  afford  theur  active  co-operation 
towards  its  accomplishment ;  or,  if  it  should  be 
disapproved  of  by  the  majority  of  the  people, 
litde  doubt  was  entertained  of  the  efficacy  of 
various  means  of  influence  and  persuasion,  to 
secure  a  plurality  of  votes,  in  an   assembly  so  ' 
constituted  as  the  parliament  of  the  sister  king- 
dom.   In  England,  the  deliberate  opinion  oi  a 
great  majority  of  the  nation  appeared  decidedly 
in  favour  of  tibe  union,  including  many  of  those 
who  were  in  eeneral  adverse  to  the  politics  of 
Mr.   Pittas    administration.      But    there    were 
others,  and  those  men  of  the  highest  abilities 
and  integrity,  who  were  extremely  dubious  as  to 
the  expediency  of  the  measure,  under  existing 
circumstances,  and  some  of  whom  were  decidedly 
hostile  to  its  adoption. 

The  royal  message  was  taken  into  early 
discussion  on  the  S3d  of  January,  when  Mr. 
Secretary  Dundas  moved  an  address,  importing 
that  the  house  would  proceed  with  all  due  dis- 
patch to  the  consideration  of  the  several  inte- 
rests recommended  to  their  serious  attention  in 
the  message. 

'  Mr,  Sheridan  declared,  that  he  was  perfectly 
ready,  on  this  occasion,  to  give  credit  to  ministers 
for  purity  of  intention,  as  they  could  not  be 
suspected  of  proposing  a  measure  which,  in  their 
own  opinion,  tended  ultimately  to  the  separation 
of  Ireland  from  Great  Britain.  He  said,  that  the 
object  of  this  message  was  evidently  an  Union, 
though  the  word  itself  was  not  to  be  found  in  it. 
But,  did  the  people  of  Ireland  manifest  any  wish 


to  unite  ?     On  the  contrary,  they  had  unequivo- 
cally declared  themselves  hostile  to  this  design ; 
and   if  it  were  carried,   it  would    be   an   union 
effected  by  fraud,  corruption,  and   intimidation. 
He  asked,  how  the  terms  of  the  Jtnal  adjustmenty 
made  and  agreed  to  by  the  parliaments  of  the  two 
countries,,  came  to  fail  ?    Before  the  recommenda- 
tion contained  in  the  message  was  attended  to, 
it  wras  incumbent  upon  ministers   to  shew,  that 
the  last  pledge  of  the   English   parliament  to 
^e  people  of  Ireland,  by  which  their  independ- 
ence was  reoogaited,  and  their  rights  acknow- 
ledged, had  not  produced  that  unanimity  which 
the  parliameais  of  the  twa  countries  sought  ia 
chensb.    And  he  conduded  with  moving,  as  aa 
amendment  to  the  address  proposed^  ^'  that  the 
^^  boose,   for   the    first  time,    learned  from  his 
^^  miyesty,  with  surprise  and  deep  regret,  that 
<<  the  fml  abstinent,  which, 'iipon  his  majesty's 
«  gracious  recommendation,  took  plaee  fcetweeu 
'<  the  two  kingdoms  in  1782,  had  not  produced 
^^  the  effects  expected  from  that  solemn  settle- 
*^  ment:  and  further  humbly  to  express  to  his 
<<  majesty,  that  his  faithful  commons  had  strong 
^'  reasons    to  believe,   that  it  was  in  the  ooa< 
'*  temphtion  of  his  majesty^s  ministers  to  pro* 
*^  pose  aa  union  of  the  legislatures  of  the  two 
^  kingdoms,  notwithstanding  that  final  and  so* 
^^  lema  a4justment$  humbly  imploring  bis  ma- 
<<  jesty  not  to    listen  to    Uie  counsels  of  those 
^*  who    should   advise   such    a  measure  at  the 
^'  present  crisis.'' 

Mr.  Pitt  maintained,  that  a  permanent  con- 
nection between  Britain  and  Ireland  was  essen- 
tial to  the  true  interests  of  both  countries,  and 
that,  unless   the   existing  connection  should  be 
improved,  there  was,   he  had  strong  reason  to 
believe,  great   risk  of  a  separation.      The  set- 
tlement of  the  year  1769,  he  said,  was  so  imper- 
fect, that  it  substituted  nothing  for  that  system 
which  it  demolished,  and  it  was  not   considered 
as  final  even  by  the  ministers  of  the  time.    It  left 
the  two   realms  with   independent  legislatures, 
connected  only  by  the  identity  of  the  executive 
power— a  very  insuflScient  tie,  either  in  time  of 
peace  or  of  war,   inadequate    to  the  consolida- 
tion of  strength,  or  the  mutual  participation  of 
political  and  commercial  benefits.     The  cade  of 
the  regency  exhibited  a  striking  instance  of  the 
weakness  of  the   connection  ;    and    if   tbe  two 
parliaments  had   Offered  on  the  subject  of  the 
war,  the  danger  of  a  disjunction    would  ha^^ 
been  seriously  alarming.    'Fhe  entire  dissocia- 
tion of  the  two  kingdoms  wus  one  of  the  grett 
aims  of  our  enemies  ;  and,  as  their  eventual  suc- 
cess in  Ireland  would  expose  Britain  to  extreme 
Eeril,  the  establishment  of  an  incorporate  union, 
y  which  their  views  might  be  efiectually  baffled, 
was  a  necessary  act  of  policy.    Great  Britain  bad 
always  felt  a  common  interest  in  the  safety  of 
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Ireland ;  but  that  interest  was  never  so  obvious 
and  urgent  as  when  the  enemy  attacked  the  former 
reaim  through  the  medium  of  the  latter.  The 
French  had  shewn  by  their  conduct,  that  they 
deemed  Ireland  the  most  vulnerable  part  of  the 
empire ;  and  this  consideration  alone  ought  to 
enforce  the  adoption  of  a  measure  which  would 
tend  to  strengthen  and  secure  that  country.  It 
ought  to  be  noticed,  that  the  hostile  divisions  of 
its  sects,  the  animosities  existing  between  the 
posterity  of  the  original  inhabitants  and  the  des- 
cendants of  the  colonists,  the  rudeness  and  igno* 
ranee  of  the  people,  and  tile  prevalence  of  Jaco- 
binical principles  among  them;  bad  produced  a 
state  of  distress  for  which  there  was  no  cure,  but 
in  the  formation  of  a  general  imperial  legislature, 
free  alike  from  terror  and  from  resentment,  re- 
jnoved  from  the  danffer  and  agitation,  unin- 
fluenced by  the  prejudices,  and  uninflamed  by 
the  passions  of  that  distracted  country. 

Among  the  advantages  which  would  accrue 
to  Ireland  from  an  incorporation  with  Britain, 
he  mentioned,  ^  the  protection  she  would  secure  to 
herself  in  the  hour  of  danger,  the  most  effectual 
means  of  increasing  her  commerce,  and  improv* 
ing  her  agriculture,  the  command  of  English 
capital,  the  infusion  of  English  manners,  and 
Engitsh  industry^  necessarily  tending  to  meliorate 
ber  condition  ;'  adding,  that  ^  she  would  see  the 
avenue  to  honours,  to  distinctions,  and  exalted 
situations  in  the  general  seat  of  empire,  opened 
to  all  those  whose  abilities  and  talents  enablethera 
to  indulge  an  honourable  and  laudable  ambition.* 
He  further  remarked,  that  the  question  was,  not 
what  Ireland  would  gain,  but  what  she  would 
preserve ;  not  merely  how  she  might  *  best  im- 
prove her  situation,  but  how  she  might  avert  a 
pressing  and  immediate  danger.^  In  this  point 
of  view,  her  gain  would  be  the  preservation 
of  all  the  blessings  arising  from  the  British 
constitution. 

After  some  commercial  statements,  tending 
to  shew  the  benefits  derivable  to  Ireland  from  an 
union,  he  asserted  the  competency  of  the  legisi- 
latnre,  not  by  argument  or  demonstration,  but  by 
allegations  of  the  danger  of  controverting  such 
right.  A  denial  of  parUamentary  competence,  he 
said,  would  amount  to  a  denial  of  the  validity  of 
the  Scottish  union,  and  of  the  authority  under 
which  the  existing  parliament  now  deliberated ; 
ftnd  it  would  even  shake  every  principle  of  legis- 
lation. That  a  competency  for  any  new  or 
very  important  measure  could  only  arise  from 
tiie  express  directions  or  consent  of  the  electors, 
or  the  great  body  of  the  nation,  was  a  Jaco- 
binical idea,  connected  with  the  dangerous  door 
trine  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people. 

As  the  supposed  loss  of  national  independr 
enee  formed,  in  the  minds  of  many,  a  strong  oIh*. 
j^ction  to  the  scheme,  he  argued,  that  the  dreaded 


loss  would  be  a  real  benefit ;  that  the  Irish  would  BOOK  IL 

rather  gain  than  lose  in  point  of  political  freedom --^ 

and  civil  happiness ;  and  that,  though  a  nation  Caa*.  xui. 

possessing  all  the  means  of  defence,  dignity,  and  ^^^^^T^ 

prosperity,  might  justly  object  to  an  association      * '™ 

with  a  more  numerous  people,  Ireland,  being 

deficient  in  the  means  of  protection,  and  inferior 

in  the  requisites  of  political  and  civil  welfare, 

could  not  be  injured  or  degraded  by  such  an 

nnion  with    a  neighbouring  and  kindred  state^ 

as  would  connect  both  realms,  by  an  equality  of 

law  and  an  identity  of  interest.  Her  people  would 

not  less  be  members  of  an  independent  state,  or, 

to  any  valuable  or    useful  purpose,    less  free 

in  tiie  enjoyment  of  the  benefits  of  society  and 

civilization. 

After  some  further  debate,  Mr.  Sheridan 
withdrew  his  amendment,  and  the  original  motion 
was  put  and  carried. 

On  the  22d  of  January,  1790,  tiie  very  4ay 
on  whi<^  the  message  on  the  union  was  delivered 
to  the  two  British  houses  of  parliament,  the 
session  of  the  Irish  parliament  commenced  at 
Dublin ;  and  a  speeph  pn  this  occasion  was  made 
by  the  lord- lieutenant,  which  <M)ncluded  with  tjhe 
following  analogous  declaration : — "  The  unre- 
mitting industry  with  which  our  epemies  perse-' 
vere  in  their  avowed  design  of  endeavouring  to 
efifect  a  separation  of  this  kingdom  from  Great 
Britain,  must  have  engaged  your  particular 
attention ;  and  his  majestv  commands  me  to  ex- 
press his  anxious  hope,  that  this  consideratioujt 
joined  to  the  sentiment  of  mutual  affection  and 
common  interest,  may  dispose  the  parliaments  in 
both  kingdoms  to  provide  the  mo^t  effectual 
means  of  maintaining  and  improving  a  connec- 
tion, essential  to  their  common  security,  and  of 
QonsoUdfitiiig,  as  far  as  possible,  into  one  firm 
and  lasting  fabric,  the  strength,  the  power,  and 
tiie  resources  of  the  British  empire.'' 

The  address  brought  forward  in  the  house  of 
peers  was  opposed  chiefly  by  the  Lords  Powers- 
court  and  Bellamont;  who  severally  moved 
amendments,  expressive  of  their  disapprobation 
of  a  legislative  union  with  Great  Britain.  On 
the  first  division,  the  numbers  were  46  to  19, 
and  on  the  last  36  to  17,  in  favour  of  the 
court.  But  it  was  in  the  house  of  commons 
that  the  grand  battie  was  expected  to  be  fought. 

No  sooner  had  the  address  of  thanks  been 
moved  in  that  assembly,  than  Sir  John  Parnell, 
who  had  long  filled,  with  high  reputation,  the 
ofiice  of  chancellor  of  the  excheauer,  from  which 
lie  bad  been  recently  dismissed,  on  account  of 
his  opposition  to  the  projected  union,  rose  to 
reprobate  ti»e  measure  while  yet  in  embryo. .  As 
far  as  he  could  judge  of  (he  scheme,  from  what 
be  already  knew  of  it,  he  believed  it  to  be  adverse 
to  the  permanent  interest  of  Ireland,  and  incon- 
sistent with   the  rights  of  the  people-*rights, 
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BOOK  IL  which  havings  beea  delegated  to  the  oare  of  par-* 
■  liament)  ought  not  to  be  surrendered  by  a  repre- 

Crap.  xtii.  seutative  body.  It  would  affect  the  constitutioo^ 
the  tradei  and  the  property  of  the  country.  The 
constitution  woula  be  no  more,  when  the  legis- 
lature of  Ireland  was  merged  in  that  of  Great . 
Britain,  and  the  concerns  of  the  former  country 
were  to  be  intrusted  to  the  care  of  men  who  would 
not  be  its  representatives ;  who  would  have 
different  interests,  and  would, be  too  prejudiced 
and  too  remote,  to  conduct  its  affairs  with  jus- 
tice and  propriety.  What  would  an  English- 
man say,  if  Ireland  should  propose  io  him  the 
suppression  of  one  half  of  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives of  his  country,  and  the  substitution  of 
Irishmen  for  them  ?  Would  he  be  satisfied  with 
an  assurance,  that  England  would  be  as  well 
represented  by  Irish  as  by  English  members  ? 
Yet  even  this  would  be  a  much  fairer  proposal 
than  that  which  was  now  made  to  Ire- 
land. By  occasioning  the  absence  of  a  great 
number  of  the  nobility  and  geatry,  it  would 
diminish,  in  a  serious  degree,  both  the  9apital 
and  the  consumption  of  the  country.  It  would 
lay  a  foundation  for  permanent  discontent,  which, 
would  increase  with  the  increasing  evils  the  peo- 
ple of  trdand  would  experience  from  this  mea- 
sure. That  an  union  would  secure  the  country 
against  external  attack  he  denied ;  for  a  foreign 
enemy  would  not  be  deterred  from  invasion  by  an 
act  of  paMiament.  He  exhorted  the  house,  to 
disprove  the  popular  charge  of  corrupt  iofluence^ 
by  an  unanimous  rejection  of  the  present  pro- 

Smsal;  and  he  concluded  with  the  old  and 
amous  declaration,  substituting  Ireland  for 
England,  "  Nolumus  k^es  Hibernije  mutari,''^ — 
(We  are  unwilling  that  the  laws  of  Ireland  should 
be  changed.) 

Mr.  George  Ponsonby,  brother  to  the  Earl 
6f  Besborough,  a  barrister  of  high  reputation 
and  distinguished  talents,  opposed,  in  strong 
terms^  every  idea  of  a  legislative  union,  as  a 
scheme  that  would  injure  the  prosperity,  and 
destroy  the  liberties  of  Ireland.  He  even  denied 
the  competency  of  the  legislature  to  tlie  adoption 
of  a  measure  invasive  of  the  rights  of  the  people, 
and  subversive  of  the  constitution  of  the  country. 
But,  if  parliament  had  an  undoubted  authority 
to  exercise  such  power,  it  would,  he  contended^ 
be  the  height  of  folly  to  make  such  a  sacrifice  to 
the  pride  of  Britain.  What  influence  would  a 
hundred  Irish  members  have,  absorbed  in  an  as- 
sembly of  558  British  members  ?  They  must  be 
mere  ciphers  in  the  united  legislature,  and  would 
be  constrained^  on  every  occasion,  to  submit  to 
the  dictates  of  a  haughty  and  powerful  majority. 
For  six  centuries,  he  affirmed,  the  Irish  pation  had 
been  precluded,  by  a  series  of  oppressions,  from 
the  enjoyment  of  those  advantages  with  which 
nature  had  blessed  them ;  and  he  deprecated  the 


subjection  of  his  oountry  to  the  sway  of  a  Britiali 
parliament ;  declaring  his  ferveiit  wisbea  for  the 
pri^ervation  of  that  legislative  mdependeaoe, 
which  was  the  best  foandaiioo  of  the  national 
happiness.  Mr.  Ponsonby  eoAduded  by  moving^ 
as  an  amendoaent  to  the  address,  ^^  that  the  house 
should  declare  its  resolution  of  maintaining  the 
right  of  the  people  of  Ireland  to  a  resident  and 
independent  legislature,  as  recognized  by  the 
British  parliament  in  1782,  and  finally  settled 
at  the  adjustment  of  all.  differences  between  the 
two  kingdoms.*' 

Mr.  Conolly,  who  was  generally  eonsidered, 
in  point  of  property  and  influence,  as  the  first 
commoner  in  Ireland,  avowed  his  sisntiments  to 
be  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  measure  of  an  umon. 
He  compared  the  absurdity  of  two  independoit 
legislatures  in  one  empire,  to  the  unnatural  phe*^ 
nomenpn  of  two  beads  on  one  pair  of  shouMenu 
Many  of  the  evils  of  Ireland,  he  was  convinced^ 
haul  arisen  from  this  source.  Yet  a  hundred  and 
sixteen  placemen  and  pensioners,  who  had  been 
known  at  one  time  to  occupy  deats  in  the  bouse, 
shewed  how  little  of  tlie  real  spirift  of  independ- 
ence existe4  among  them* 

The  eeoretary  of  state,  L<ffd  Castlnreagfa, 
remarked^  that  by  an  iacorporation  with  Britain, 
a  common  interest  would  be  eatablirtied,  and  the 
welfare  of  one  oountry  would  be  that  of  the  other. 
Religious  dissensions  would  be  idlayed ;  jeahmsy 
and  prejudice  would  subside;  trade  would 
greatly  flourish;  a  respectable  class  of  men, 
between  the  landlord  and  mere  peasant,  would 
arise;  and  the  morals. of  the  lowest  order  of 
inhabitants  be  improved.  The  increase  of  the 
Qumber  of  absentees,  and  other  incidental  in* 
convenienoes,  would  be  of  very  trifling  import^ 
compared  with  the  safety  and  .prosperity  that 
would  result  firom  the  measure*  He  did  not 
expect  to  hear,  from  ednstitutioaal  lawyers,  the 
allegation  of  parliamentary  incompetence.  It 
was  clear  to  him,  that  a  legialative  body  was 
ait  all  times  competent  to  the  adaption  of  the 
most  efieclual  meaos  for  promioting  the  general 
wel&re.  For  that  purpose  the  parliament  was 
instituted ;  and,  as  an  union  was  calculated  for 
such  an  olyect  without  vioUting  the  >  principles 
of  the  eonstitution,  the  denial  of  eompetency 
might  justly  beesqiloded.  # 

This  great  and  memorable  debate  laeted  no 
less  thSm  twenty  hours ;  and,  in  'the  oouvse  of 
it,,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  members  ddi-« 
vered  their  sentiments.  The  contest  was  so  close, 
that  only  a  mi^rity  of  Onb  appeared  against  the 
amendment ; — the  Aumbera  being,  on  the  division, 
100  and  105 ;  and  vrben  the  question  was  put  for 
agreeing  to  the  a4dress,  the  ministry  had  in  their 
favour,  107  agaiiist  105  voloes.  During  the 
latter  period  ef  the  debate,  which  continued  tiH 
.  noon  on  the  second  day,  the  avenues  to  the  house 
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were  crowded  witk  pepple  anxious  to  bear  the 
result ;  whichi  wheu  kaowD,  was  bailed  as  a 
victory  on  the  part  of  the  anti-unionists,  and  the 
metropolis  resounded  with  acclamations.  The 
leaders  of  the  opposition*  elevated  with  hope, 
prepared  for  another  conflict,  which  they  did  not 
doubt  would  eive  them  a  decided  superiority* 

The  address  was  reported  two  days  aiter^ 
wards    (January   34th) ;    when    Sir    Lawrence 
Parsons  rose,  and  with  much  force  of  eloquence 
opposed  itfi  being  received.      ^  Were  the  union 
ever  so  good  a  measure/    said  he,    *  why  is  it 
brought  forward    at  this  time  ?     Is  it  not  evi- 
dently to   take  advantage   of  the  strength    of 
England  in  this  island,  and  of  our  own  internal 
weakness  ?     It  is  always  in  times  of  division  and 
disaster  that  a  nation  avails  itself  of  the  infirmi- 
ties   of    its    neighbours   to   obtain    an   unjust 
dominion.    That  Britain  should  desire  to  do  so 
is  not  wonderful ;  for  what  nation  does  not  desire 
to  rule  another  ?    That  England  should  be  aided 
by  Irishmen  in  the  attempt  is  not  wonderful ;  for 
what  nation  has  not  traitors  and  parricides  in  its  . 
bosom  ?      But  if  this  assembly,  to   whom  the 
rights  of  Ireland  are    intrusted,  shall  agree  t« 
such  a  treasotti  it  will  indeed  be  matter  of  won- 
der and  indignation  beyond  the  power  of  mind  to 
conceive,  or  of  language  to  express.     In  every 
period  of  our  weakness  and  distress,    EngUsh 
usurpation  has  trodden  upon  the  heels  of  Irish 
infirmity.    In  the  American  war,  however,  Ire- 
land burst  the  chain  of  usurpation.    How  ?  by 
ber  parliament ;  by  her  own  parliament,  aided 
«jid  urged  by  a    high-spirited,  people,    whose 
hearts  throbbed  with  liberty,  and  whose  hands 
were  strong  with  voluntary  arms.    It  was  vrfthin 
these  walls  that  this  assembly,  the  organ  of  the 
popular  will,  put  forth  its  voice,  demanded  the 
freedom  of  Ireland,  and  assumed  supreme  autho- 
rity in  the  land.     It  was  here,  before  the  breath 
of  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  that  the  usurping 
domination  boiyed  its   head,  dUd  dropped    the 
eceptre  of  its  power ;  and  therefore  it  is  that  her 
parliament  is  to  be  utterlv  destroyed,  root  and 
branch,  not  a  fibre  of  it  left  in  the  land,  lest  it 
should  grow  again,  and  shoot,  and  spread,  and 
ikourish ;  and  lest  Ireland,  at  some  hallowed  mo- 
ment, should  once  more,  through  the  medium  of 
that  assembly,  recover  its  freedom.    Annihilate 
the  parliament  of  Ireland  ; — ^that  is  the  cry  that 
came  across  the  water.    Ireland  Is  weak  ;  Ire- 
land is  divided;    Ireland  is    appalled  by  civil 
war  ;  Ireland  is  covered  with  troops ;   martial 
law  brandishes  it^  sword  through  the  land.  *Now 
is  the  time  to  put  Ireland  down  for  ever  V — *  But,' 
exclaimed  this  ardent  speaker,  '  the  parliament 
cannot  be  annihilated ;  for  every  mntleman  in 
Ireland  will  sooner  part  with  his  life,  than  give 
up  the  independence  of  his  country.     Let  then 
this  scandalous  and  irritating  measure  be  relin- 
(No.  21.) 
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quished  ;  and  let  the  country,  panting  from  its  BOOK  If. 

recent  struggles,  ai)d  its  present  alarms,  repose  " 

^X  last  in  tranquillity  V  ^"^  X""- 

Lord  Castlereagh,  in  reply,  allowed  that 
ministers  did  not  intend  to  relinquish  the  mea- 
sure, while  they  had  any  hope  of  success.  If  ttiey 
shoidd,  they  would  be  unworthv  of  the  situation 
which  they  filled ;  and  might  be  aocuaed  of  a 
disregard  to  the  interests  of  their  country  and 
of  the  empire. 

Mr.  John  Beresfordy  the  leader  of  a  gpreat 
and  dominant  party  in  Ireland,  professed  his  de- 
sire of  an  union,  as  thinking  it  the  best  remedy 
for  the  miserable  condition  to  which  that  coun- 
try was  reduced  by  the  perpetual  conflict  of  eon- 
tending  interests. 

Sir  John  Pamell  pronounced  it  degrading 
to  the  dignity  of  parliament,  to  entertain  a  ques- 
tion, whether  it  should  put  an  end  to  its  own 
existence.  He  animadverted  on  the  absurdity  of 
pretending,  as  some  had  done,  that  it  was  incon- 
si9tent  or  presumptuous  to  declare  againt  an 
union,  without  knowing  the  terms,  or  under- 
standing the  true  nature  of  tbe  question.  Could 
any  man  be  ignorant,  that  the  question  was, 
whether  the  parliament  of  Irdand  and  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  nation  should  be  «ven  up  for 
ever  ?  As  the  ministers  would  not  bind  them- 
selves by  a  promise  to  preserve  these  great  ob- 
jects, the  parliament,  he  hoped,  would  deter- 
mine the  point,  by  voting  that  it  would  never 
surrender  the  legislative  independence  of  die 
realm. 

After  a  violent  debate,  scarcely  iaCerior  in 
strength  or  asperity  to  the  former,  a  division 
took  place,  when  the  motion  of  Sir  Lawrence 
Parsons,  for  the  omission  of  the  obnoxieus 
clause  in  the  address,  prevailed  by  a  msjorUy 
of  111  to  100  voices. 

The  exultation  of  the  metropolis,  at  this 
defeat  of  the  ministrv,  was  unbounded.  .  The 
unionists  were  insultea  and  calumniated  by  everf^ 
possible  mode  of  attack.  On  tlie  other  hand,  the' 
chief  speakers  of  opposition  acquired  a  sudden 
and' extraordinary  increase  of  popularity.  Their 
eloqu»ce  was  extolled  with  nypevbolic  praise, 
and  their  patriotism  applauded  in  high-flown 
terms  of  admiration  and  gratitude.  Attentive 
and  calm  observers  nevertheless  remarked,  that 
the  vehement  enthusiasm  of  the  capital  did  not 
extend  to  the  nation  at  larger  It  was  apparent, 
that  the  weight  of  the  landed  interest  was  in 
favour  of  the  measure  ;  that  Cork,  the  eacond 
city  of  the  kiqgdom,  and  the  commerml  tovrns 
in  general,  though  greatly  agitated  and  divided^ 
were,  upon  the  whole,  rather  friendly  than  hostile 
to  it ;  that  governtnent  had  secured  the  chief 
political  interests  of  the  country,  which,  added 
to  the  powerful  means  of  influence,  corrupt  or 
constitutional,  possesied  by  the  crown,  gave  n 
4  G 
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BOOK  II.  mighty,  and  apparently  irresistible  force  to  its 
'■ '   ■  operations.     But,  above  all,  it  was  evident  that 

Chap,  xiil  the  great  mass  of  the  Irish  nation,  consisting  of 
^^l^g^g^  ^®  roman  catholics, — sunk  into  apathy,  and 
almost  into  despair — ^made  no  effort  in  opposition 
to  the  measure.  They  were  fully  sensible  that 
their  condition  could  scarcely  be  made  worse ; 
and  there  was  a  possibility  that  it  might  be  made 
better  by  an  union.  Upon  the  whole,  it  must  be 
acknowledged,  that  the  sentiments  of  a  great 
majority  of  persons  of  weight  and  influence, 
.  who  acted  with  gorernment  on  this  occasion, 
were  powerfully  biassed  in  favour  of  the  measure, 
by  the  indelible  impression  of  recent  events ;  and 
it  may  be  inferred,  from  the  formidable  efforts 
actually  made  by  the  opponents  of  this  project  in 
parliament,  that  the  whole  influence  ot  govem- 
•  ment,  vast  and  unbounded  as  it  may  seem,  would, 
in  ordinary  circumstances,  have  been  found 
wholly  unequal  to  the  accomplishment  of  so  dar- 
ing and  difficult  a  measure; 

On  the  81st  of  January,  the  subject  of  the 
union  agsun  came  under  consideration  in  the 
British  parliament,  when  the  order  of  the  day 
being  read,  Mr.  Pitt  rose  and  said,  that  when  he 
proposed  to  the  house  to  fix  that  day  for  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  his  majesty^s  message,  he 
indulged  a ^  hope  that  the  result  of  a  similar 
communication  to  the  parliament  of  Ireland  would 
have  opened  a  more  favourable  prospect  than  at 
present  existed,  of  the  speedy  accomplishment  of 
the  measure  then  in  contemplation.  He  bad, 
however,  been  disappointed  by  the  proceedings 
of  the  Irish  house  of  commons.  He  was  con- 
Tinced  that  the  parliament  of  Ireland  possessed 
the  power,  the  entire  competence,  to  accept  or 
reject  a  proposition  of  this  nature,  a  power  which 
he  by  no  means  meant  to  dispute.  But  while  1|^ 
admitted  the  rights  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland, 
he  felt^  that  as  a  member  of  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  he  had  a  right  to  exercise,  and  a  duty  to 
perform;  viz.  to  express  the  general  nature  and 
outline  of  the  plan,  which,  in  his  estimation, 
would  tend  to    indure  the  safety  and    the  hap- 

Einess  of  the  two  kingdoms.  Should  parliament 
e  of  opinion  that  it  was  calculated  to  produce 
mutual  advantages  to  the  two  kingdoms,  he 
should  propose  it,  im  order  to  its  being  recorded 
on  the  journals  of  that  house,  leaving  the  rejec- 
tion or  adoption  of  this  plan  to  the  full  and 
future  consideration  of  the  legislature  of  Ire- 
land. Mr.  Pitt  remarked,  that  the  union  with 
Scotland  was  as  much  opposed^  and  by  nearly 
the  same  arguments,  prejudices,  and  miscon- 
ceptions ;  creating  the. same  alarms  as  had  re- 
centlv  taken  place  in  respect  to  Ireland :  yet 
could  any  man  now  doubt  of  the  advantages  which 
Scotland  had  derived  from  the  union  ?  One  of 
the  greatest  impediments  to  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland  was  the  want  of  industry  and  the  want 


^of  capital,  which  were  only  to  be  supplied  by 
blending  more  closely  with  Ireland  the  industry 
and  capital  of  this  country.  In  the  present  state 
of  things  also,  and  while  Ireland  remained  a 
separate  kingdom,  no  reasonable  person  would 
affirm  that  full  concessions  could  be  made  to  the 
catholics,  without  endangering  the  state,  and 
shaking  the  constitution  of  Ireland  to  its  centre. 
At  the  conclusion  of  a  very  able  speech,  he  pro- 
posed the  following  series  of  resolutions,  and 
moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself  into  S  com- 
mittee to  discuss  the  same  in  their  proper  order. 

^*  I.— That  in  order  to  promote  and  secure  the  eaaea- 
tial  interests  of  Great  Britain  and  Inland,  and  to  consoliihte 
the  strength,  power»  and  resouroes  of  the  British  eiDpire« 
it  will  be  advisable  to  concur  in  such  measures^  as  may 
best  tend  to  unite  the  two  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  into  one  kingdom,  in  snch  manner,  and  on  such 
terms  and  conditions,  as  may  be  established  by  acts  of  the 
respective  parltaments  of  his  majesty's  said  kiDgdosas. 

**  II.^That  if  appears  to  this  committee,  that  it 
would  be  fit  to  propose  as  the  first  article,  to  serve  as  a 
basis  of  the  said  union,  that  the  said  kingdoms  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  shall,  upon  a  day  to  be  agreed  apoo,  be 
united  into  one  kingdom,  by  the  name  of  the  UNrrSD  King* 
DOM  OF  Grsat  BarTAiN  Aim  Irblano. 

"  III.— That  for  the  same  purpose  it  appears  also  (<]r 
this  committ^,  that  it  would  be  fit  to  prooose  that  the  sac- 
oeasion  to  the  monarchy  and  the  im||eriai  crown  of  tlie  said 
united  kingdoms  shall  oontinoe  limited  and  settled,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  imperial  crown  of  the  said  kingdoms 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  now  stands  limited  and  settled, 
according  to  the  existing  laws,  and  to  the  terms  of  the 
anion  bet¥Feen  England  and  Scotland. 

"  IV.— That  for  the  same  purpose  it  appears  also 
to  this  committee,  that  it  would  be  fit  to  propose  that  the 
said  united  kingdom  be  represented  in  one  and  the  same 
parliament,  to  be  styled  **  the  Parliament  of  the  United 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and    Ireland  ;"  and  that  such 
a  number  of  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  such  a  num- 
ber of  members  of  the  house   of  commons,   as  shall  be 
hereafter  agreed  upon  by  acts  of  the  respective  parliaments 
as  sforesaid,  shall  sit  and  vote  in  the  said  parliament  on  tbe 
part  of  Ireland,  and  shall  be  summoned,  chosen,  and  returned 
m  such  manner  as  shall  be  fixed  by  an  act  of  Uie  parliament 
of  Ireland  previous   to  the  said   union ;   and    that  every 
member  hereafter  to    sit  and   vote  in  the  said  pariiament 
of  the  united. kingdom,   shall,  utitil  the   said  parKameoi 
shall  otherwise  provide,  take  and  subscribe  the  same  oaths, 
and  make  the  same '  declaration,  as  are  by  law  required 
to  be  taken,  subscribed,  and  made  bv  the  members  of  the 
pariiaments  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

*''  V. — That  for  the  same  purpose  it  appears  also  to 
this  committee,  that  it  would  be  fit  to  propose  that  the 
churches  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  the  doctrine,  worship, 
discipline,  and  government  thereof,  shaU  be  preserved  as 
now  by  law  estaUished. 

'<  VI.— That  for  the  same  purpose  it  appears  alM 
to  ttiis  committee,  that  it  would  be  fit  to  propose  that 
his  majesty's  subjects  in  Ireland  shall  at  all  times  hereafter 
be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges,  and  be  on  the  same  foot- 
ing in  respebt  of  trade  and  navigation,  in  aU  ports  aod 
places  belonging  to  Great  Britain,  and  in  all  cases  with 
respect  to  which  treaties  shall  be  made  by  his  majestfy 
his  heirs,  or  successors,  with  any  foreign  power,  as  his 
majesty's  subjects  in  Great  Britain  ;  that  no  duty  shall 
be  imposed  on  the  import  or  export^  between  Great  BritaiB 
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mad  Irdand,  of  any  articles  now  dnty  free ;  and  that  on 
other  articlea  there  ahall  be  estahhshed,  for  a  tone  to  be 
lunited,  such  a  moderate  rate  of  equal  duties,  as  shall,  pre- 
tiousto  the  uiiion,  be  agreed  upon  and  approved  by  the 
teepeotire  periiam^ts,  gubject,  aner  the  ejcptration oJrsuch 
Hnuted  time,  to  be  diminished  ei|ually  with  respect  to  both, 
kin^pdoms,  but  in  no  case  to  be  increased ;  that  all  articlea 
which  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  imported  into  Great 
Britain  from  foreign  parts,  shall  be  importable  through  either 
kingdom  into  the  other,  subject  to  the  like  duties  and  regu- 
kUions  as  if  the  same  were  imported  diieetly  from  foreign 

?;arts :  that  where  vaj  articles,  the  growth,  prodneejor  manu- 
acture  of  either  lungdom,  are  suhiect  to  any  internal 
duty  in  one  kingdom,  such  countervailing  duties,  orer  and 
aboTo  any  duties  on  import  to  be  fixed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
imposed,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  prevent  any  inequality  in 
that  respect:  and  that  all  other  matters  of  trade  and  com* 
merce  other  than  the  foregoing,  and  than  such  others  as  may 
before  the  union  be  specially  agreed  upon  for  the  dneenoou- 
rageipent  of  the  agriculture  and  manufoctures  of  the  re« 
sjiective  kingdoms,  shall  remain  to  be  regulated  from 
time  to  time  by  the  united  parliament. 

''  VII.— -That  for  the  same  purpose  it  wouU  be  III 
to  propose,  that  the  chavge  arising  from  the  payment  of  the 
interest,  or  sinking  fund  for  the  reduction  of^tne  principal, 
of  the  debt  incurred  in  either  kingdom  before  Ae  umon, 
shall  eoatintie  to  be  separately  demyed  by  Gmt  Britain 
and  Ireland  respectively.  That  for  a  number  (^ years  to  be 
limited,  the  future  ordinary  expenses  of  the  united  kingdom 
in  neace  or  war  should  be  defrayed  by  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  jointly,  according  to  such  proportions  as  shall  be 
established  by  the  respective  parliaments  previous  to  the 
union.  And  that,  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  to  be 
so  limited,  the  proportions  shall  not  be  liidile  to  be  varied, 
except  according  to  such  rates  and  principles  as  shall  be 
in  nice  manner  agreed  upon  previous  to  the  union. 

"  VIII.— That  for  the  like  purpose  it  would  be  fit 
to  propose,  that  all  laws  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  union, 
and  that  all  the  courts  of  civil  or  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction 
wtthtn  the  respective  kingdoms,  shall  remain  as  now  by  law 
established  within  the  same,  scdtyect  only  to  such  alterations 
or  regolations  from  time  to  time,  as  circumstances  may 
appear  to  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  to  re- 
quire." 

Mr.  Sheridan,  in  reply,  again  avowed  his 
alter  dislike  and  disapprobation  of  the  measure, 
and  expressed  his  conYiction,  that  in  the  present 
convulsed  and  disordered  state  of  Ireland,  it  was 
not  merely  impolitic  but  unsafe  to  agitate  the  dis- 
cussion of  such  topics ;  and  considering  the  re- 
ception which  the  proposition  in  question  had 
met  with  in  Ireland,  it  could  scarcely  be  imagined 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  wouldper- 
severe.  Mr.  Sheridan  avowed  his  doubts,  whe- 
ther the  increase  of  prosperity  which  Scotland 
had  enjoyed  during  this  last  century  iVas  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  union.  And  the  evils  which  were 
predicted  from  the  possible  disagreement  of  two 
independent  legislatures  might  With  as  much 
plausibility ,  be  supposed  to  result  from  the  dis- 
agreement of  two  independent  houses  of  legis- 
lature, such  as  the  peers  and  commons  of 
Great  Britain :  but  experience  refuted  and 
proved  the  futility  of  these  apprehensions.  He 
then  stated  his  intention  of  moving  the  two  follow- 


ing resolutions  :  J  St,  That  no  measures  could  have  BOOK  1L» 
a  tendency  to  improve  and  perpetuate  the  ties  — -^— — 
of  amity  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^  ^JJ^l,^ ' 
which  have  not  for  their  basis  the  fair  and  free      i7gjj 
approbation  of  the  parliaments  of  the  two  coun« 
tries.    9dly,  That  whoever  shall  endeavour  to 
obtain  such    approbation  in  either  country,  by 
employing  the  influence  of  government  for  the 
purposes  of  corruption    or  intimidatioif,  is  an* 
enemy  to  his  majesty  and  the  constitution. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  denied  that  the  people  of 
Ireland,  collectively  taken,  were  adverse  to  the 
measure  of  an  onion.  The  inhabitants  of  Cork 
and  Limerick  had  expressed  themselves  in  favour 
of  it ;  and  he  had  no  doubt,  if  it  once  came  to  be 
dulv  considered,  that  a  great  minority  of  the  wholii 
nation  would  view  it  in  the  same  light*  After 
some  further  debate,  the  house  divided  on  the 
question  of  the  speaker^s  leaving  the  chair ;  aye« 
140,  noes  15. 

On  the  7th  of  February,  upon  Mr.  Sberidan'a 
moving  his  resolutions  in  the  house,  Mr.  Pitt 
.observed,  that  the  first  was  a  mere  truism,  t9 
which  no  one  could  refuse  his  assent.  The 
second,  he  supposed,  alluded  to  the  case  of  k 
gentleman  lately  high  in  office  in  the  Irish  ad-* 
ministration,  who  had  quitted  his  post  because  of 
his  disagreeing  in  sentiment  with  his  colleaguen/ 
But  how  couIcT any  number  of  persons  continue  t^ 
act  together  if  they  diflered  in  points  of  esseiitial 
importance  i  Or  what  was  there  peculiar  in  a  resig- 
nation or  dismission,  under  such  circumstances  t 
He  deemed  the  first  of  these  resolutions  super*' 
fluous,  and  the  second  improper  ;  and  therefore 
moved  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Grey  said,  he  could  See  nothing  but 
danger  in  the  discussion  of  the  question,  and  par-* 
ticularly  as  it  would  affect  the  {>ublic  mind  in 
Ireland ;  and  the  house,  in  his  opinion,  should 
have  resisted  it  in  the  first  stage.  The  union 
which  he  wished  for  was  not  an  ukiion  of  legisla* 
tures,  but  of  hearts,  affections,  and  interests* 
Evils  of  Utrhich  government  was  itself  the  parent, 
were  made  the  pretext  for  depriving  Ireland  of 
her  independency  as  a  nation* 

Mn.  Secretary  Dundas  remarked^  that  tt  was 
impossible  to  imagine  a  remedy  more  appropriate 
to  the  political  evils  ilnder  ^hidh  Ireland  had  So 
recently  ahd  severely  suffered,  tb^n  the  measure 
of  an  incorporative  Udion.  The protestants  Would 
lay  aside  their  jealousies  and  distrusts^  being 
certain,  that  against  any  attempt  to  endanger  the 
protestant  establishment  in  Ireland,  the  whole 
stretigth  of  the  united  parliament  would  be  exert- 
ed. And  on  the  otheir  hand,  all  those  catholics 
who  w^re  frieiids  to  the  connec^tiou  with  Greai 
Britiun,  desirous  of  obtainihg  every  indulgencei 
and  of  being  admitted  into  a  participation  dfevery 
privilege  consistent  with  that  coone^tioni  Woula 


306 


HISTOBY  OP  THE  WARS 


BOOK  U.  be  aontident  that  their  cav^e  if  ould  be  candidly 
—      '    ■  und  impartially  eoBsidered  by  an  uaited  parlia* 
Cmk  xm.  ipent.    In  t}i^  case  of  the  Scottish  unioo,  many 
^"*r^?^  m^Iaacboly  piatarea,  in  the  abape  of  prophecies, 
I7W     ^^^  presented  to  the  public  Yiew,  and  he  ad- 
T^rted  particularly  to  the  celebrated  speech  of 
Ijord  B^lbaven  en  that  oceasiou.    Scotland,  he 
Inserted  9  eeuld  not,  without  the  advantages  she 
derived  from  the  union,  ever  have  advamed  so 
rapidljr  in  wealth   and  prosperity  as   she  had 
49B^  since  that  m^^    The  Irish  house  of  com- 
mons had  expressed  what  they  thought  of  an 
wion ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  British  par lia* 
«l0Ut  to  express  their  opinion. 

Mr,  Tietney  wished  to  knew  what  advan- 
tuges  could  be  obtained  by  an  union,  which  could 
not  be  obtained  without  it.  He  did  not  contend 
th^  the  measure  was  radically  a  bad  one ;  but 
he  thought,  that  after  the  opinion  which  had 
been  expressed  in  the  Irish  parliament,  the 
lij^t  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  abstain 
ft^pm  pres9ing  it.  After  a  lengthened  debate, 
the  bouse  divided — ^for  the  speaker's  leaving  the 
ohair  140>  against  it  24. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  house,  February 
the  II,  iMr.  Sheridan  asserted,  that  all  the  advan- 
tOffM  which  were  professed  to  be  expected  from 
^n  union  would  be  more  certainly  Mtained  by 
tjhe  parliament  of  Great  Britain  setting  the  ex- 
Ompie  ^f  abolishing  all  civil  incapacities  on 
account  of  religious  distinctions;  and  for  this 
end  he  moved,  **  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the 
committee,  to  consider  how  far  it  would  be  con- 
oMent  with  justice  or  policy,  and  conducive  to 
the  general  interests,  and  especially  to  the  con- 
aoUdatien  of  the  strength  of  the  British  empire, 
were  civil  incapacities,  on  account  of  reli^ous 
disttnctiens,  to  be  done  away  throughout  his 
majestv's  dmninions.** 

Alr.^Pitt  asked,  what  probability  there  was 
that  the   adoption   of  such    a   measure  by  the 

farliament  of  Great  Britain  would  induce  that  of 
reland  to  adopt  it  ?  whether  their  acceding  to 
it  would  have  the  desired  effect  of  annihilating 
religious  animosity  ?  and,  supposinp;  these  two 
objects  accomplished,  bow  tar  this  would  go 
towards  strengthening  the  connection  between 
the  two  countries  ?  Mr.  Pitt  concluded  by 
moving  the  order  of  the  day ;  and  Mr.  Sheridan 
declined  taking  the  sense  of  the  house  upon  the 
subject  of  his  proposition. 

On  the  following  day,  Mr.  Pittas  eight  re- 
solutions were  put  in  their  proper  order,  and  car- 
ried by  large  majorities.  On  the  14th  of 
February  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
brought  up,  when,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  it 
was  ordered,  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the 
lords,  requesting  a  conference  respecting  the 
means  of  perpetuating  and  improving  the  connec- 
tion between  the  two  countries. 


The  subject  which  had  so  long  and  so  deeply 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  commons,  haa 
been  at  the  same  time  introduced  into  the 
bouse  of,  peers  by  a  similar  message  from  tbe 
king,  delivered  by  Lord  Grenf  ille.  The  ad-> 
dress  in  answer  to  this  message  was  voted 
unanimously  by  the  house,  which  then  ad- 
journed. ^  From  this  period  the  business  re- 
omined  dormant  in  the  upper  house,  till  Moa- 
day,  Fdbmary  the  18th,  when  the  message 
from  the  commons  was  delivered  by  ^ari  Tem- 
ple. A  conference  accordingly  taking  place  in 
the  painted  chamber,  tlie  lords  deputed  on  this 
occasion  soon  returned  with  a  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tions moved  by  the  house  of  commons. 

On  the  19th  of  March,  their  lordships  having 
been  previously  summoned.  Lord  Grenville 
moved,  that  the  house  do  agree  with  the  re- 
solutions of  the  commons.  He  said,  that  no  di- 
versity of  opinion  could  possibly  arise  on  the 
two  chief  pr^imioary  points :  first,  that  whatever 
steps  tliey  should  take  on  the  present  oceasiou, 
the  sole  and  exclusive  rights  of  the  Irish  legis- 
lature should  be  duly  respected,  and  considered 
upon  the  ^ame  footmg  as  those  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  secondly,  wait  it  was  essential  to  the 
interests  of  the  empire  at  large,  that  the  con- 
necticm  between  the  two  kingdoms  should  be 
strengthened  and  improved  to  as  high  a  degree 
of  perfection  as  the  nature  of  the  case  ad- 
mitted. There  was,  he  saFd,  however,  another 
preliminary  to  the  main  subjeot,  started  by  some 
who  appeared  generally  to  approve  of  the  mea- 
sure ;  and  that  was,  whether,  under  the  present 
state  of  things,  it  was  proper  at  all  to  enter  into 
the  discussion  ?  In  answer  he  asked,  whether 
it  would  not  be  wise  and  politic  to  urge,  with  as 
little  delay  as  the  case  Would  admit,  a  fair  and 
temperate  survey  of  the  general  question,  in 
order  to  do  away  the  mistaken  prejudices  and 
unfounded  impressions  which  had  prevailed 
against  tlie  measure  \n  Ireland  ?  Here  his  lord- 
ship took  occasion  to  remark  upon  the  numner 
in  which  the  question  stood  in  the  parliament  of 
Ireland.  The  resolution  of  the  Irish  commons 
certainly  was  not  conclusive.  Far  from  amount- 
ing to  any  thing  like  a  law,  it  was,  in  fact,  a  mere 
dead  letter  upon  their  journals.  In  such  ^case, 
the  British  parliament  surely  ought  not  to  be 
precluded  from  doing  what  wisdom  and  prudence 
dictated.  His  lordship  then  entered  into  au 
elaborate  argument,  to  shew  the  expediency  and 
necessity  of  the  measure  proposea ;  similar  ki 
substance  to  that  of  Mr,  Pitt  in  the  house  of 
commons. 

Earl  Fitzwilliam  objected  to  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding, as  improper,  impolitic,  and  unseason- 
able. Adverting  to  the  subject  of  catholic 
emancipation,, he  acknowledged  thathe  never  had 
oatxRS,  when  intrusted  with  the  government  of 
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Irdaad,  to  bviof  that  • '  qiiie«iioii  fofward  ;*  *  but 
he  had  «x]^lcitlyi  dedared  tfaait  ittahoultt  ha<ve 
Ml  full  sufpfMrt'if  >it  ^lo^nunder  dnedssioii '; 
Unll  he  MietWi;  in  hia^'  coowdenee;  tfakit  the*  ev^^iito 
Whibh  oeGttinfed.at  thttt  pcviod  ihad  led  to  the  wih 
ifhieliTifHr  existed.    '     •  >     i   .  ^  .  .      . 

.  V  Hie  Marquis  of  Lanedowne  avowed  ii  to 
^'his  Dpthion,  that  itTwae  morallj  imposaiUe 
thiil  thingTB  shotild  go  on  as  the]r  were  noi^i  coiM' 
dttotedii  Upon  the' general  Utility  of  > the  meal' 
aare,-  both  i^  'a  commercial:  iftiid«  political  vilBW, 
he- entertained  no  doubt;  ,but  aa- to 'the- mode 
af  :caiTpog'«the'  project  of  an  uniott  into  exe«- 
eutuMi^  he  -.had  some  hesitnlion*  He  expoaed 
ttie  iaUacyiof  inaking  the  proceedings"  of:  17M 
an  *  ohjection  / to  the  ■  present  measure:  •■  -  Tberfe 
uras  no  aaatogy  la^reAptot'  to.  the  tk^eiti'in 
lie^r.-  The  adjustment  of  1782 'almedsiories^ 
tablish  the  independency  ofthetMrolegislatuves ; 
and  ks:  ^O'that  point,  it  vrma  tinqnestionably 
designed' to  he  fintd;  The  resolutions  h^fo^e 
them  t tended; 'towards,  the  *efeothij|f < an  incofpo^* 
yatioo  of  the)  saina-^kgiislatuTOs ;  to  which  die 
prdeeedingst  of  1982'coiiM  lienor  *  have:  been;  >in*- 
teaded  to  operate  10  a  bal'.^^iilej acknowledged 
himaeU-  /somewhat  atartleA  •  at '  thendea^  of  addng 
a  bwidrad  imedabers  to/  the  'British  house' of 
commdns  ;  bat  jf  others  were<  iiatisfiad  as  toi  this 
fliatter,:he  was^disposedto  aequiefice  in*it« 

Lord  Oamden,  late  Lord*lieutenant  of  iire*> 
laad)  denied  that  the  late  distractions  in  >that 
country  aJnose  in  any  manner  from  tfae-jreM  df 
Lord  Fitzwilliam,  for  thb  kingdom  wasii)c|lii0t 
Jsr  nine  or^ten  months  after  that  cYentl/.  The 
present  situation  'of  Iretand  was,  however,{aui0h 
as  to  render  it  absolutely  necessaty  that>  ^soine 
steps  should  be  taken  for  the  re^establishment 
of  public  order  and  tranqnillity ;  and  nd  mea« 
aojrei.was  iSo  'Ijkely  to  .produce  a  pemmnent 
aud .  beneficial  effect :  as*  that  of  an .  incorporatlva 
traion^        .  I  >-■   ".  J  .  ; ; 

Marquis  Townshepd,  the  Earls  of  West^ 
moreland  and  Carlisle,  and  the  Duke  of  Port^ 
land^  who  had  all  occupied  the  highest  office  of 
gOTemment  in  Ireland,  declared  also,  in  explicit 
terms,  their  approbation  of  the  measure. 

On  the  other  side,  the  Barl  of  Moira  rose 
to  oppose  the  resolutions.  There  was  uo  per<- 
son,  he.  said,' who  would  more  heartily  than 
himself  concur  in  the  measure,  were  he  ijissured 
that  it  was  founded  on  the  wishes  of  the  majo4- 
rity  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  But  was  it  not 
manifest  that  the  opposition  to  it  was  not  limited 
to  the  Irish  parliaqoLent  only,  but  that  it  had 
been  treated  by  the  nation  at  large  with  an 
abhorrence  amounting  almost  to  a  degree  of 
frenzy  ?  After  this  marked  reprobation  of  the 
roposal,  what  could  be  more  calculated  to  add 
uel  to  the  flame,  than  our  persevering  in  it? 
It  had  been  stated^  in  support  of  the  resolu- 
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tions,  that  Irdand  eo^ld  not  go  on  in  its  prevent  BOOK  Hi 

state.    He  had  ptedicted  'that  thb:  igyatem  of 

goverometit  whteh' had  been  pursued  in  that  c«av.  xiil. 
couutrtf^eoold  ndtgo  oa^  and  he  had  uafortu-  ^"^^^t*^ 
nateij>  ^oved  toe<true  a  prophet:  that^  hovi^wr^  ^ '^ 
ivasnot  a  'consequence -flowing  from 'the  ooosti* 
tution- of<  Ireland ;  but  the '  result  of  sifrantie 
exercise  of  severities  bfa>Uhe*:pttrt  of'gafeniM 
meat.  The  HoUclbrd  (6rentille>  had  expatiated 
bu'  the  benefits)  which  an-taaion  wauldrf'eopfdr 
pn  Ireland.  :'  Possibly  he>  might  be  right,  bill 
the  imraed'f ate  qneation '  respecting  whiidi*'  it  waaf 
aeceteslry  'to  4eoide^  r^fated  to  'the  'eKpediency 
of  briagiilg  forward  these  resohitioBs;  Wbelher 
justiy  oi<  not,  it  appears'  that,  the  opposera  of 
them  think  the  » demaifd^' upon  Ireland  to  bd 
nothing  less  than  ti  saorifle^  >  the  whole  body  of 
her  hiwsj  heri  rights,  her  liberties^  and  her  inde- 
pendent paflrfiaiiient.  *  >  Underftheoe  :circumatanceoi 
ho^.  does  the  mass  of  the  Irish  nntien  weigh 
sneh  .a  demand  ? >  Disgasted^  as  lihey  have  b€«a 
by  recent  outrages,  and  smarting  from  the  la^ 
or  late 'severities,!  how' could  it  be  supposed  that 
they  would  meet  wMh  temper  the  proposition  for 
drawing  closer  the  ties  to  win^*  tb^  have  been  . 
iau^t  to  «ttrib«t«  All  -tiheir  soflfertngs?  In 
thenftture  efi  the  union,  there  was  not  any  thing 
that t  held  if ofth  to  the  inhabitantsi  of  Ireland  a 
teeurity  '  agnirist-  &e  violeuce  of  the  executrm 
gDvernientq'  •  but,  oa«  the^  contrary,  many  checks 
upon  (that  go  veipmeBt  would  be  ¥rithdrawa. 
"  :«iThfe  KAri  of  MMra  ww  ueeondad  rn-  thoM 
remaifce /by  ^Loifd*  HoUsnd,  wfao^  animadincrted 
wiW  some  severity  on  the  'assertion  of  Ld^d 
Gli^nfiilte,  that  U>  waa  necessary  t» '  fexMMt  to  thii 
people  of  Ineland  what  the  >  ^rkn-  wi^re  ;  upoa 
which  wis- c^MMitry'' proposed  to  1. unite  the 'two 
legiftlaturei.  'Soch,  he  said,  might  very  na^ 
turally  h^  the'desh^e '  of-  his  majesty 's* ministers  i 
but  if-  they  had  imprudently  involved  themselves^ 
by  brihgiBg-  forward  this  question,  that  was  no 
reason  why  their  Icnrdships  should^  be  implicated 
witii'  them.         «•    . 

After  various  other  Im^s  hsid  spoken,  th« 
original  motion  was  put  and  agreed  to  without 
a  divisfotti 

'  Onth^'llthof  April,  the  house  being  again 
summoned,  Lord  Qrenville  moved*  an  -  address 
lo  the  throne,  similar  to  that  already  "voted  hf 
the  commons ;  upon  •  which,  Lord  Auckland 
immediately  rose  to  express  his  entire  approba^* 
iion  of  the  measure. 

The  Bi^op  of  Uandarff'Stsfted  to  the  house, 
that  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  when  Lord- lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  had  honoured  him  with  his  confidence. 
In  writing  to  the  duke,  about  the  tune  the  Irish 
propositions  were  under  discussion,  he  perfectly 
well  remembered  having  said,  *^  You  and  your 
friend,  the  minister  of  England,  would  immor- 
talize your  characters,  i^  instead  of  a  mere 
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■0OK II.  eonunerdftl  amag^menti  y««  tiovAA  aoeompUsb^ 
'— ^— —  l^y  hononrable  means,  a  legislative  mnon  be* 
F"^  ^^j  twten  the  ivo  ktngdoiiiB.'^  If  lie  were  te  eatfifaM 
hie  «<Hitidi«Bfts.  of  the  utilily^  of  an  UDio»  in  « 
few  words,  he  ehouM  say,  thai  H  wouM  eArieh 
Ireland  without  impoTCfriehing  Great  Britaioi 
and  Aat  it  would  render  the  einpiire,  aa  to  de^ 
CBoee,  the  strongest  in  Europe. 

Lord  Minto,  (kte  Sir  Gilbett  Elliot,)  hi  an 
eloquent  and  argumentative  speeiih,  sapported 
ttM  mcfasure,  and  contended  that  the  notion, 
that  a  legislative  union  would  derogate  frodi  4he 
honoitr  and  mtional  indepeddeaoe  of  Irdasd^ 
was  ^'  an  airy^  mristthstanlial  sentioient ;  a  tifaii-* 
aienl,  evanescent,  metafihysical  poiat^  to  which 
the  two  countries  were  called  upon  to  sacrtfiee 
Ihetr  permauent  «^  pcfrpetuel  iutetfeste.'* 

The  quesUon  was  at  length  put  upon  ihe 
address,  and  carried  without  a  dt^iaion ;  but  a 
protest,  very  ably  drawn,  was  signed  on  tius 
occasion  by  "Ae  Lords  Holland^  Thtaet,  and 
King. 

A  committee  was  then  named^  eonsistiitg 
of  Lord  GrenviUe,  .Lord  Mhito^  LeiSd  Auck^ 
land,  and  the  Bishop  of  Uaadaff,  is^  ismm  nif 
an  addreaa  conformiihle  to  the  motion  ;  'Hudi 
Imng  efiected^  the  o4Mnmoh%  in  aeecond  con^ 
ieiMce,  (April  18,)  wei*e  invited:  to  jofti  in  the 
aasne,  and  to  Hgree  that  it  should  be  prasented 
to  his  mcgesty  as  the  addnsss  of  both  houses  p( 
parliament,  which  wila  iK^srdiagiy  done  iu  this 
moot  ssiemu  manoer,  and  thhs  the  hmiiness 
luated  for  the  remaindet  of  the  present  yeafcu 

After  •several  animated  deimtea  in  the  hiak 
pirttamcftty  the:  further  -oofloideiliitioft  of  thahUl 
mas  postponed  tfll  the  fiitt'  oC  Aligtst  i  it  waa^ 
however,  manifest,  that  Uie.  oeiirt;wefe  deteV'^ 
mined  to  persevere  in  their  arigioal  dealnst 
|md  the  lord-lieutenant,  on  the  oo6asieta  df  the 
termination  of  the  Ses^ien,  annuuiicedy  ^  that  a 
Joint  address  of  the  two  bouses  of  partiaitoent 
0f  Great  Britain,  bad  been  laid  before  his  ma^ 
jesty,  accompanied  by  resolutions  proposiag  ^nd 
f eeommienitio^  a  eOmf^lete  and  entire  uniati  be* 
twoen  Greai  Britain  and  Ireland.^'  And  he 
further  declared,  '*  that  bis  miyesty,  as  the  oom» 
mon  father  of  his  pedple,  ihust  look  fotWard, 
with  earnest  anniety,  to  the  moment  when,  in 
eonformity  to  the  seotimeats,  wishes,  and  real 
Interests  of  his  sutj^ects  in  both  hingdouis^ 
they  may  all  be  inseparably  united,  in  the  full 
ei^oy  ment  of  the  blessings  of  a  firee  eonstitutioa.** 

The-  sat>jeot  ^  the  skve  trade  waa  again 


agitated  in  the  Britiah  houee  ef  eommona,  and 
fMh  the  utaal  auoseea*  Oh  the  lat  of  Msir^ 
Vb:  Wilhhrfopte  introduced  a  motian  Ibr  Ae 
afppobitmieitt  of  a  •  eoannittee,  by  observing,  tfauEt 
it  was  now  eleoeti  yoava  siiiee  be  had  first  beM 
out  this  system  of  cruelty  and  wickedness  in  the 
sidigimat  reprobaAon  of  flwt  house.  Ho  waa 
i^  a  tiase:  cktotnA  under  his  liibours  by  the  hope 
of  ultimate  snceess ;    but  be  ^mm  almost  Am* 

K'red  bf  seeinjk;  thh   aholitioh    dfeoted    hj  a 
ilish   poMiaolent :    and  with  respect  to    the 
eofettial  legislatures,  H  was  the  Earnest  of  ex'- 
pectations  that  thay  would  enforee  any  aysteiD  mt 
Ipefisrm  whkfii  might  reader  the  further  inlportatHMi 
uf  idaves  unneeessaryp    We  Irere  eomgud,  Mn 
Wilberforee  observed,  in  a  war  wim  a  natiaa 
iwhieh  fahd  thinown  off  all  regard  for  those  aamned 
principles  irtiibh   ultnost  A  mea  professed  to 
^vcnemie:  yiet  Fraimb  had  aholisheu  the  slave 
thida^;  wbUe  we^  ^coiitrary  to  oar  own  aduiow* 
ied^eatB  of  the  acfariousness  of  thin  traffic^ 
atill  cotitiaued'io  eapport  aitd  eacOinrage  it.     In 
Alirica,  we  Were  only  knehva  as  oaeruptera  and 
deistroyers^  and,  if  these^eSListed  an  over-mliBg 
IPpovidenoev  it  night  susely  be   expected  thai 
the  tnotul  |^eive#smenl  df  >  the  unismse  would  in 
nomembdeheeignally  viadiceted.     For  faiasaelf, 
he  had  perfbraiad  his  duty :   he  soiemflAy  ppo«- 
tested  isigaHist .  the   eooSe^ueaoes  which  abeuM 
ensue  from  this  obstieate  and  daring  persever- 
anoe  in  guilt;  and  he  Waahed  Ma  '£ind»  of  the 
Wolod  whidh  might  be  'riied  both  in  the  euatera 
and  the  western  wbt'ldi. 

After  an  animated  debate^  the  houee^divided, 
rirhan.  Ms.  Wilher4*o^ce*s  motion  waa  lost  by  a 
fuinerity  of  54  to  84  voices^ 

The  parliamelit  was  psorogued  on  the  12th 
ef  July  (I7fil0)4  upon,  which*  nccasioa  his  majesty 
^aa  pmaaed^o  d^are,  **  thht  the  decisiou  sod 
energy  whieh  distinguished  the  ooancils  of  ha 
ally  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  and  the  intimate 
ynioo  and  edncert  ao  happily  established  between 
them,  would  eoabte  lum  to  employ,  to  the  greatest 
kidvantage,  tbepoWeduLmeaus  intrusted  to  hidi 
by  pasliamesft,  for  estahlishing,  on  pennunent 
grounds,  the  eeourky  and  honour  of  this  coBUtry, 
and  tlm  UbeMy  'and  indfependenre of  Europe*  His 
majesty,  on  the  same  ocoasion,  eapressed  lus 
eatisfacdea  in  aeeing  that  intemri  traaquiUity 
^was  in  some  degree  restored  to  his  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  the  ultimate  security  of  which  could 
alone  be  insured  by  ita  idtimate  and  entM  unioa 
wUh  Great  BriUia.'' 


^ 


CBtA»fift  XIV. 


Schisms  betwe^  the  lihattanf  and  the  Councils— Revolution  ^  the  80/A  J^raifiiJ^^mi 
to'  retrieve  the  Jfmrs  of  the  RqiubUc—Law  ^  Hostage — The  Country  plunged  into  a  State 
ff  fjM&rnl  Inmrreetim — iSfeyw  projects  the  Overthrow  of  the  Direciorimi  ConsHtutiot^-^TBisr 
vounncrtr  ov  tai  18^A  aub  I9th  m  BmmjiiRfi  -^Decree  tripmferring  the  Sittings  (f  the  CouneHs 
from  the  'Thuttkriesto  St.  Cloudy  mi  appointing  Bonaparte  CatnmandtrAn'-Okiefrfthe  Forces^-- 
Conduct  of  the  Gousral  on  yeceivi/^  his  j/ppointment — Tumultuous  Sitting  of  the  Council  if  tiift 
TSundred-^-Bonaparttfs  memorable  Speech  in  the  Council  (f  Ancients — Attempt  to  assassinate 
him  in  the  Council  of  five  llimdred — huden  Bonaparte  rescued  from  the  Fur  if  of  the  Assembly  hf 
the  Militittry-^The  HaU  cleared  by  a  FUe  of  Grenadiers  at  the  sound  of  the  Pas  de  Charge-^ 
Appointment  cfa  Cotntmttee  fof&rma  Neo>  Government  ^Directory  dissolved-*-' Decree  appoint- 
ing a  Provisional  Exedutide  CofaaUtt  "Gooemmeut^^The  Revdhifion  effected  ztithout  Bhodthed-^ 
ffezv  Constitution. 


THE  proceedingft  of  tbe  French  legislature 
'daring  the  year  1706  were  trifling  in  the  ^Mreme, 
and  scarcely  worthy  the  notice  of  the  historian. 
It  was    obvious    however   that   the    diroctorial 

Svermnent  was  verging  rai^idly  towards  its 
solution,  and  that  taabeoility  and  oovn^iop 
had  given  to  the  infiint  inRtitutions  of  the  rei- 
public  the  weakness  and  decrepitude  ot  old  sgo. 
It  has  already  been  seen^  that  the  diroo- 
iory,  disregarding  the  righiB  of  the  people^  and 
intent' alone  upon  tbe  advancement  <m  their  own 
purposes,  had  tbe  temerity,  in  ibe  month  of  May, 
^798,  to  OMjftl  from  tfye  legislative  body  a 
iMimber  of  repreeentaiives  legally  elected,  and 
lo  place  in  4hat  situation  the  creatures  of  their 
own  choice.  So  flagrant  a  violation  of  the  rights 
of  election  couldmot  tiul  to  produce  very  general 
dissatisfaction,  and  the  embarrassments  in  the 
flnanoes,  oombined  with  the  means  adcf>ted  to 
replenish  them,  increased  tbe  difficulties  of  tbe 
governors,  and  inflamed  the  disaflbction  of  the 
'governed.  Scarcely  a  month  elapsed  without 
messages  from  the  directory  to  the  legislatiitt 
amemblies  on  tbe  decayed  st^^e  of  the  revenue ; 
and  a  tax  on  salt  was  proposed  to  sopply  tbe 
deficit,  which  was  efttimatad  at  fifty  miiyons  of 
ltvr«A.  This  impost  was  e&tremely  unpopular 
from  its  resemblance  to  tbe  gabelle — one  of  the 
most  odious  and  oppressive  e&actions  of  the  oM 
government.  While  this  measure  was  under 
discussion  in  the  oounoil  of  five  humiredy  another 
asassage  from  tlie  directory  infbrmed  tliem,  that 
instead  of .  filiy  millions,  the  deficiency  amounted 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions,  and  that 
avery  depai'tment  of  the  republio  was  in  a  state  of 
dissolution.  This  intimation  induced  the  council 
of  five  hundred  to  adopt  the  measure  proposed  \ 


but  it  had  not  the  same  effect  m  the  «oiiiicil  of  BOOK  11. 

ancients^  wbf  re  it  wsib  asserted,  tkot  the  aopplies 

already  granted  were  adequate  to  all  tlio  demands  ^hap.  XI V. 
4oll  the  public  aervioo^    and    that  further  graatti    ^^"^^"CT^ 
'vnHild  oorly  swell  tbe  civil  Us^  of  depredation?;      ^^^ 
and  the  tA%  an  #alt  was  accordingly  rejected. 

So  pointed  an  imputation  on. the  integrity  of 
tbe  executive  avoduced  a  deep-rooted  hostttliy 
between  tha  dureotory  and  the  legislative  body, 
vrhich  time  ooald  net  heat,  and  wMeh  termiaatad 
in  the  rain  of  /btulh  As  the  period  for  electing  the 
new  third  appraached^  each  party  took  such 
measures  as  seemed  best  calculatad  to  secuna 
a  preponderance  in  the  national  councils.  But 
the  great  struggle  lay  in  the  choice  of  a  me^ 
director.  Among  the  directors  themselves  tbe  lot 
of  succession  had  fiillen  upon  Reubel,  who^e 
conduct  ill  office  had  been  such  as  to  cover  Um 
wiUiopprobriuHiv  insomuch,  that,  when  thin  pub- 
lic despoiler  subsequently  took  his  seat  in  tile 
councii  of  elders,  the  bench  where  he  placed  him- 
seU'  was  instantly  deserted.  The^  person  eleet^ 
as  bis  soooessor  ^as  the  famous  Abb^  Sieyes,  at 
that  time  ambassador  to  tbe  oourt  of  Berlin. 
This  choice,  made  in  avowed  <^^position  to  the 
utmeat  exertions  of  the  directory,  portended  soma 
great  and  important  cbange  in  the  political 
system.  The  power  of  the  directory  thus  m« 
oeived  trom  the  impression  of  public  opinioB  an 
alarming  shock  ;  for  tbe  sentiments  of  the. new 
dirvctor  were  well  known  to  be  in  the  highest 
degree  inimical}  not  merely  to  the  eooductaf 
his  colleagues,  but  to  the  whole  plan  of  the  difeo* 
torial  constitution.  The<  liberty  of  the  press  bad 
been  placed  under  the  special  protection  of  the 
dhrectory  by  an  article  of  the  law  of  the  19th 
Fructidor ;  and  the  council  of  five  hundred  now 
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BOOK  II.  Tentiired    to    declare,  that  under  this  restraint     off,  which  four  hostages  should  be  liable  to  pay  a 

g^eat  abuses  had  been  committed  by  ^the  agents  %.^f^9\  ^^  thousand  Uvres  to  the  public  treasury, 

^il  Ch&ttsaftid  to  the  widow,  and  three  thousand  to 
the  children  of  any  murdered  republican  citizen. 
This  indemi^Hj  w^  ako  made  to  extend  to  every 

{person  mutilatedj  ^nd  the  responsibility  to  apply 
0  all  damage  done  to  property.  This  law,  so 
repugnant  to  the  principles  or  justice  and  sound 
policy,  raised  a'' violent  fermdnr  in  every  part  of 
France,  and  initlie.wie^^rBdepcurtnienis  it  served 
as  the  signal  fo^  alfpQSt  nniytM*8i|l  '^volt;  About 
the  end  of  Augustf  a  ^enei^al ,  insurrection  broke 
out  in  the  department  of  t^e  Mayenne,  where  the 
insurgents,  afler  takiiig-  pod:sessiou  of  several 
towns,  deposed  the  constitiiteJl  atithorittes,  and 
;declared,  for  the  old  ^vernment.  Sb  rapidly  did 
^is  spirit  of  disiiffection  spread,,  that  ,in  a  short 
time  no  .less  than  twenty,  departpifnls  were  in  a 
state  of  insurrection,  and  the  obnoxious  laws  pro^ 

Sosed  by  the  councils  and  sanctioned  bj^Mhe  new 
irectory,  prepared  the  public  mind  for  the  over- 
throw of  the  existing  government.  * .  '  . 
'  '  All  France  felt  the  full  force  of  her  past  and 
present  evils,  and  the  Impetloil^  -n^Nsessity  of 
establishing  a  better  -  order-  of  'things.  She 
required  a  go  vevnmetit  odpable  of  repairing  the 
ruins  of  the  political  edifice ;  or  hither'of  re^con- 
stiructingit  upon  ttiore  sotid  and  diif  able  founda- 
tions; but  by  what  miraonlousr  lAfterpdeition  was 
thistiq  be'aecomplished*^  Sieyes,  it  appears,  was 
liever^  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  cdnstitutioh  of 
the  third  year,  and  firotii  th«  momettit  he  attained 
•to  the  directorial  ^gnity^  his  tnihd  was  occupied 
'with  plans  for  ils^  subversion.  'Gretferal- Joubert 
was  the  man  at  first  fixed  upon  td  carry  the^e 
designs  into  execution  ;  but  ;)oubert  had  neither 
-the  requisite  courage  nor  popularity  to  engage  in 
so  hazardous  an  enterprise.  > 

At  this  critical  moment.  General  Bonaparte 
arrived  from  Egypt,  and  was  received  in  Paris 
with  every  possible  demonstration  of  pu)>Kc 
favour.*  Sieyes  was  secretly  gratified  with  the 
popularity  enjoyed  by  Bonaparte.  He  welcomed 
him  to  his  apartments  in  the  Luxembourg,  aad 
after  disclosing  to  him  his  proje^td,  solicited  his 
powerful  aid,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  them 
into  execution.  Various  secret  conferences  were 
now  held,  at  which  the  Director  Sieyes,  Roger 
Oucos,  Talleyrand,  Fouchfe,  Vohiey,  Rcederer, 
Reinhard,  and  Bonaparte,  with  bis  brothers 
Lucien  and  Joseph,  were  present ;  a  few  others 
were  trusted  with  the  secret,  but  all  those  to 
whom  it  was  confided  managed  the  business  with 
great  discretion.  In  order  to  prepare  the  public 
mind  for  tl^  events  now  in  contemplation, 
rumours  were  Industriously  circulated,  that  a 
new  plan  of  goveriiment   was  forming  for  the 


of  those  in  power,  who  were  thus  Bccured^  against' 
all  denunciations.     The  vengeance  of  the  oppo- 
sition,, pf  which  Siejes  was^  considered  as  th^ 
hea4^  appeared  to  be  levelled  against  the  three 
directors,  Merlin,  Lepaux,  aud  Treilhard  ;  Bar- 
raV;  though    cijually  dbrru'pt,   had   averted   thife 
storm  by  seconding  tfie  views  of  Sieyes.     Tretl-' 
hard,  a  man  of  mild  disposition^  unwilling  knd. 
unfit  to   engage  in   those  scenes    of    violence^ , 
which  seemed  approaching,  availed  himself  of  an 
informality  in  his  election  to  withdraw  from  the 
directory,  and  Gohier,'who  had  formerly  filled 
the  ofiice  of  minister  of  justice,  was  chosen   his 
successor.     Tlie  two  other  obnoxious  members, 
after  an  inefieolmal  struggle,  were  prevailed  upno, 
to  resign  their  offices,  and  by  a  kind  of  compro- 
mise with  the  councils,  Roger  Duces,  an  ex-legis- 
lator, and  Moulins,  a  general  officer,  were  chosen 
in  their  stead.     This  was  styled  the  Revolution  of 
the  50th  Prajrial. 

On  the  36th  of  June,  the  new  dtrfeetory  sMt 
a  message  to  the  council,  enunoieratlng  the  dis- 
'i^rd^srs  and  necessities  of  the  state,  and  inviting 
them  to  adopt  tiie  most  speedy  aiid  efllelctatu 
measures  for  warding  dflTfrom  the  political  body 
'the  dissolution  with  which  it  was  threatened. 
This  message  the  conncil  submitted  to  the  com- 
mission of  eleven,  by  whom,  a  law  was  projiosed 
•to  the  assembly,  tb  levy  the  conscriptions  on  every 
class,  firom  the  age  of'  twenty  to' twenty-five 
•years ;  and  to  obtain  aloan  of  onehftndr^  millions, 
to  he  raised  firom  the  more  opulent  classes  of 
^society,  upon  the  mortgage  of  the  unsold  national 
domains.  The  adoption  of  this  measure  was 
accompanied  by  an  address  to  the'people  inviting 
them  to  co-operate  with  their  representatives  in 
'the  work  of  regeneration . 

-      '  The  republic  still  continued  to  be  the  prey  of 
'"fiictions,  and  in  order  to  restore  the  public  tran- 
;quiUity,  a  most  tyrannical  law  was  enacted  on  the 
•  13th  of  July,  known  by  the  appellation  of  the  law 
^of  hostages.     By  this  law  it  was  decreed,  that 
when  any  department,  or  commune,  was  in  a  state 
'  of  disorder,  the  relations  of  emigrants  and  ci- 
-devant  nobles,  should  be  responsible  for  all  rob- 
'  berie8,and  assassinations,that  might  be  committed ; 
that  the  administrators  of  departments  should 
•'take  hostages  from  these  classes ;  that  such  hos- 
tages should   surrender  themselves  within  ten 
*days,  under  pain  of  being  placed  under  close 
arrest,  or  punished  as  emigrants ;    that  if  any 
public  functionary,  or  any  purchaser  of  national 
domains,  should  be  murdered  or  carried  ofi^,  four 
of  these  hostages  should  he  banished  for  every 
'hidtvidual  that  should  be  so  murdered  or  carried 
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republic ;  this  change  was  generally  talked  of 
and  desired,  tkou^h  few  were  aware  from  whom 
it  was  to  proceed,  or  who  were  to  sustain  the 
principal  parts  in  the  new  revolutionary  drama. 
Bonaparte,  in  the  mean  time,  seemed  to  court 
seclusion ;  he  appeared  very  little  in  public,  but 
he  was  actively  employed  in  attaching  to  his  for- 
tune men  of  talents  and  enterprise ;  and  at  the 
public  entertainment  given  to  him  by  the  dii-ec- 
tory,  he  endeavoured  to  lull  their  apprehensions 
by  giving  as  a  toast,  «  An  union  of  all  parties.'* 
On  the  evening  of  this  festival,  Bonaparte  as- 
sembled  the  conspirators  at  the  house  of  M.  La 
Mercier,  the  president  of  the  council  of  ancients, 
and  on  that  occasion  each  inrdividual  had  assigned 
to  him  the  part  that  he  was  destined  to  act  in 
the  conspiracy  against  the  directory. 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  18th 
Brumaire  (November  9,^  a  committee  of  inspec- 
tors belonging  to  the  council  of  ancients  sent 
messages  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  that  body, 
selected,  for  that  purpose  by  Bonaparte  and  his 
adherents,  requiring  them  to  meet  in  the  Thuil- 
leries  at  eight  o'clock.  At  Uiis  meeting  it  ap- 
peaYed  that  the  most  violent  of  the  jacobin  party 
were  not  assembled,  and  that  having  received  no 
summons,  they  were  ignorant  of  the  meeting. 
Camet,  the  reporter  of  the  committee,  opened  the 
meeting  with  a  speech,  in  which  he  expatiated 
upon  the  dangers  of  the  republic,  and  the  designs 
of  the  factious,  and  in  conclusion  proposed,  that 
the  assembly  should,  in  virtue  of.  the  I02d  and 
103d  articles  of  the  constitution,  adjourn  to  St. 
Cloud;  that  General  Bonaparte  should  be 
charged  to  put  the  decree  in  execution ;  and  that 
for  that  purpose,  he  should  be  appointed  com- 
mander of  all  the  forces.  This  decree  being 
Eassed  by  a  great  majority,  Bonaparte,  who  had 
een  in  wsuting,  immediately  appeared  at  the' 
bar,  attended  by  the  Generals  Berthier,  Moreau, 
Lefebvre,  and  Macdonald,  and  several  other 
general  officers.  His  appointment  was  no  sooner 
communicated  to  Bonaparte  than  he  addressed 
the  assembly  as  follows : — 

*'   CinZEVS   RcraESENTATIVES, 

<'Tbe  republic  was  perishing,  bat  yoor  decree 
has  rescued  it  from  destruction.— Woe  be  to  those  men  who 
wish  for  anarchjr !  Aided  by  my  brave  companions  in  arms 
I  will  arrest  their  course.  Let  us  not  seek  in  the  past  fof 
examples  to  retard  your  progpress,  nothing  in  history  resem- 
bles the  oonclusion  of  the  I8th  century,  and  notbioff  iu  the 
dose  of  the  18th  century  resembles  the  decisions  of  the  pre- 
sent moment.  Your  wisdom  has  issued  this  decree— H>ur 
arms  shall  execute  it.  We  demand  a  republic  founded 
on  a  just  basis,  on  true  liberty,  and  we  will  have  it.  We 
wifl  have  it;  I  swear  it,  in  my  own  name,  and  m  the 
names  of  my  brare  comrades." 

As  soon  as  the  plaudits  which  followed  this 
speech  had  subsided,  the  presMent  replied  ;-^ 
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The   council  of  ancients  reoeivet  jfour  oath ; 


there  is  no  doubt  of  your  sincerity  and  ^our  zeal.    He  Chap.  XIV, 
who  never  promised  victories  to  the  country  in  vain,  can-  v«^^v^«ni^ 
not  fail  to  fulfil  his  new  engagements  to  serve  her  widi       1799* 
fidelity." 

The,  sitting  was  then  dissolved  amidst  loud 
cries  of  <<  Long  live  the  constttution  of  the  third 
year  V^  The  next  concern  of  Bonaparte  was  to 
issue  two  proclamations,  the  first  addressed  to 
the  national  guard  of  Paris,  and  the  latter  to 
the  soldiers  of  the  republic,  announcing  his 
appointment  to  the  command  of  the  city  guard, 
and  of  the  army,  and  inviting  them  to  support  their 
general  in  his  endeavours  to  restore  tothe  republic 
the  blessing  of  "  liberty,  victory,  and  peace.*' 
These  proclamations,  which  were  issued  on  the 
morning  of  the  18th  of  Brumaire,  had  been,  pre- 
pared previous  to  the  event  they  were  intended 
to  announce,  and  were  immediately  succeeded 
by  a  similar  document  for  Fouch^,  the  minister 
of  general  police,  intended  to  tranquillize  the 
public  mind,  and  threatening  the  iifttigators  to 
revolt,  and  the  abettors  of  royalty,  with  condign 
punishment. 

^  The  instant  the  decree  of  the  council  of 
ancients  had    passed,'  Bonaparte  marched  ten 
thousand  troops  to  the  Thuilleries,  and  guarded 
every  avenue  to  that  place  so  effectually  that  no 
one  was  permitted  to  pass  either  into  the  courts, 
the  gardens,  or  within  the  walls  of  Uie  castle. 
He  had  previously  formed  all  his  dispositions,  and 
was  haranguing  his  troops  in  the  great  court, 
while  three  of  the  directors,  and  all  the  citizens 
of  Paris,  were  in  complete  ignorance  of  the  pro-> 
ceedings  that  had  taken  place,  and  were  made 
acquainted  with  them  for  the  first  time  by  the 
prockimations  with  which  the  walls  of  the  capital 
soon  became  placarded.    The  directors,  Sieyes 
and  Roger  Duces,  the  latter  of  whom  was  en- 
tirely governed  by  the  former,  waited  in  silence 
the  result  of  the  meeting  of  the  council  of  an- 
cients, but  no  sooner  were  they  informed  of  the 
decree  for  removing  the  sittings  of  the  councila 
to  St.  Cloud,  and  ror  investing  Bonaparte  witl| 
the  command  of  the  army,  than  they  repaired  to 
the  Thuilleries,   and  joined  the  committees  of 
inspection,  who  were  at  that  moment  in  delibera- 
tion upon  the  measures  to  be  taken  for  carrying^ 
into  effect  the  decree  of  the  council,    The  direc- 
tor Barras,  who  had  in  the  morqing  of  the  18th 
refused    to  give  in  his  resignation,  was  exiled 
to  his  country  seat  under  a  guard  of  cavalry, 
while  Gohier  and  Moulin^  remained  almost  pas- 
sive spectators. of  the  events    which  deprived 
them  of  power,  and  imposed  a  new  form  of  go- 
vernment upon  their  country.    Previous  to  his 
departure,  Barras  sent  in  his  resignation  to  B6«» 
naparte  by  his  secretary  Botot,  ?r£>y  on  baodiii^ 
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BOOK  II.  the  paper  to  the  general,  enquired  in  a  lovcToice, 
what  Barras  had  to  expect  from  him  ? 

**  Ten  that  HMD,"  tftid  Bonaparte,  <*  that  I  dealre 
1799  ^  ^^^  '^^  BMre  from  bim,  and  that  I  will  cause  tiie  authori^ 
J  am  intrcuted  with  to  be  respected."  Then  raising  hia 
yoice  loud  enough  to  be  heard  even  into  the  anti*  chamber, 
be  continued  thus  to  address  the  astomshed  8<«cretary : — 
**  What  hate  yoii  done,"  said  be,  **  with  the  country 
which  I  left  so  flourisbiaff  ?  I  left  you  at  peace,  and  i 
have  found  you  at  war :  I  left  you  victory « and  I  have  found 
defeat :  I  left  you  conquest,  and  the  enemy  are  passing  our 
frontiers :  I  left  you  the  treasures  of  Italy,  and  1  find 
nothing  but  oppression  and  imverty.  Where  are  the  hu«- 
dred  thousand  heroes,  ro^  companions  in  arma,  whom  I  left 
covered  with  gloi^  f  What  Is  become  of  them  ?  Aks !  they 
are  no  more !  This  state  of  things  cannot  continue ;  in  three 
years  it  will  end  in  despotism  :  but  we  will  have  a  republic, 
founded  on  the  basis  of  equality,  dvO  liberty,  and  political 
toleration." 

la  the  mean  lime,  the  councU  of  five  hundred 
had  assembledi  filled  with  astonishment  and  dis- 
trust. And  while  they  were  fluctuating  between 
the  conjectures  and  expectations  which  vague 
^nd  contradictory  rumours  had  served  to  excite, 
the  president,  Lucien  Bonaparte,  entered  the 
hall.  No  sooner  had  he  seated  himself,  than 
eager  expectati6n  was  depicted  in  every  counten- 
ance*  From  the  recently  elected  president  they 
expected  an  authentic  account  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  morning,  and  of  the  objects' to  which  they 
were  directed.  The  proces  verba!  hemg  read,  the 
president  rose  and  read  the  decree  ftrom  the 
council  of  ancients,  which  removed  the  sittings 
of  the  legislative  body  to  the  palace  of  St.  Cloud. 
He  then  dissolved  the  assembly,  and  quitted  the 
iiall  amidst  a  violent  clamour.  The  remainder 
of  the  day  as  well  as  night  of  the  18th  was  occu- 
pied by  Bomvparte  and  the  other  generals  and 
puolic  men,  with  Sieyes  at  their  head;  in  pre- 
paring and  arranging  the  concerns  of  the  follow- 
ing day.  Already  the  dictatorial  government 
was  dissolved ;  Barras  had  retired  to  his  estate 
at  Gros  Bois  ;  Gohier  and  Moulins  were  placed 
under  confinement  at  the  Luxembourg ;  and  the 
other  two  directors,  Sieyes  and  Ducos,  were 
employed  in  overturning  the  late  government, 
and  in  promoting  the  establishment  of  the  new 
order  of  things. 

The  19th  Brnmaire  (the  lOth  of  November) 
was  a  day  big  with  events  of  importance.  The 
castle  of  St.  Uloud  was' surrounded  by  troops  iii 
the  morning  before  day, break,  and  the  council  of 
five  hundred,  as  well  as  the  council  of  ancients, , 
assembled  at  that  place  at  two  o^'Iock  in  the 
afternoon.  In  the  council  of  five  hundred  the 
proceedings  were  opened  by  Gau^in^  a  member 
of  the  council,  who  proposed'  that  a  committee 
of  seven  members  should  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  best  means  of  providing 
ibr  the  public  safety.  This  motion  Was  vehe- 
Inently   opposed    by    several  members    of  the 


jacobin  party,  who,  darting  forward  into  tin 
tribune,  exclaimed,  ^^  Down  with  the  dicta(ors*^^-< 
<<  The  constitution  or  death !"  These  exelaroa-i 
tions  were  followed  by  a  motion,  that  every  mem- 
ber should  renew  his  oath  to  preserve  the  con- 
stitution of  the  third  year,  which  was  carried  by 
acclamation.  No  sooner  had  the  ceremony  of 
fenewing  the  oath  been  performed,  than  another 
violent  debate  arose,  upon  the  motion,  that  the 
assembly  should  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  new 
director  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Barras.        , 

Bonaparte,  on  being  informed  of  the  tumul- 
tiious  discussion  in  the  council  of  five  hundred, 
repaired  in  great  agitation  to  the  council  of 
ancients,  and  having  entered  Uie  hall,  he  thus 
addressed  the  assembly  ; — 

'^  REPftESEirTATIVBS   OF  THE  PEOPLE  ! 

**  Yon  are  placed  in  no  common  circumstances ; 
yoa  are  on  the  month  of  a  Tolcano,  which  is  ready  to  devour 
you.  Permit  me  to  speak  to' you  with  the  frankness  of  a 
soldier,  and  the  ardour  of  a  citizen,  zeak>us  for  the  welfare 
of  his  country. 


"  I  was  linng  peaceably  at  Paris  when  I 
your  decree  ;  but  when  1  was  imbnned  of  your  dangers  I 
bsstened  to  y^ur  assistance  aloog  with  my  brethren  in  armSf 
Is  not  the  Mood  which  we  have  sbed  a  sufficient  gua- 
rantee for  our  attachment  to  the  republic,  and  foi*  tbe 
purity  and  disinterestedness  of  our  motives?  Have  they, 
who  dare  to  lift  their  voices  against  ua,  given  stronger 
pledges  ?  As  a  reward  lEbr  our  services  they  load  n^  with 
calumnies,  and  talk  of  a  modern  Csesar,  a  second  Crom- 
well. They  speak  of  a  military  government,  and  declaim 
ligainat  conspiracies.  Alas !  the  most  dangerous  of  ali 
conspiracies  is  that  which  every- where  surrounds  us,  that  of 
oontmuaBy  increasing  puMic  misery.  Hame  not  ignoranc<*^ 
folly,  and  treason  reined  long  enough  in  our  country  ? 
Have  they  not  committed  sufficient  ravages  ?  Have  they 
not  in  turn  inflicted  misenf  on  every  class  of  the  com- 
munity ?  Have  not  Frenchmen  been  divided  long  enough 
into  parties,  eager  and  desirous  to  orppress  one  another  ? 
The  time  is  at  lenflftb  arrived  to  put  an  end  to  these  disasters^ 
You  have  chaiged  me  to  present  yoa  with  the  means,  and 
I  will  not  disappoint  Vour  expectations.  I  wish  to  serre 
the  French  people  alone.  liet  us  not  then  be  divided. 
Unite  your  wisuom  and  firmness  to  the  force  with  which 
I  am  surrounded,  and  I  will  devote  myself  to  the  safety 
of  the  republic. '' 

**  And  to  the  safety  of  ibe  constitution,"  ex* 
claimed  Moreau  de  TYonne. 

**  The  constitution  !'*  replied  Bonaparte,  with  in  dig- 
jiant  warmth,  '*  do  not  name  it  What  is  the  constitution 
but  a  helip  of  ruins  ?  Has  it  not  been  successively  the  sport 
of  every  par^  ?  Have  you  not  trampled  upon  it  on  the  1 8th 
Fructidor,  the  28th  Floreal,  and  the  30th  Prairial  ?  The 
constitution  T  has  not  every  kind  of  tyranny  been  exercised 
in  its  name  ^  Who  has  been,  or  who  can  be  safe  under 
Its  delusive  protection  ?  Is  not  its  insufficiency  manifested 
by  the  numerous  crimes  which  have  been  committed  in 
its  name,  even  by  those  who  are  swearing  to  it  a  con- 
temptuous fidelity?  All  the  rights  of  the  people  have 
bieen  violated.  To  re-establish  those  rights  on  a  firm 
foundation,  we  fnust  labour  to  consolidate  the  repablici 
and  to  secure  the  liberty  of  France.      As  soon  as  these 
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btrieds  «re  sttainMl,  and  the  dangen  of  the  oonntry  htf?e 
vubsided,  I  will  abdicate  -  the  cammand  which  has  been 
committed  to  me,  and  will  become  the  supporting  arm  of 
the  magistracy,  whom  you  may  think  proper  to  nominate." 

Coraudet  here  confirmed  the  assertions  of  Bona* 
parte,  and  said,  /<  I  am  acqnaiinted  with  some  criminal 
opinions,  which  are  entertained  of  the  general,  but 
"Which  can  only  be  developed  and  discussed  in  the 
Absence  of  strangers/'  At  this  intimation  the  specta* 
tors  were  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  as  soon  as  the  hail 
^as  cleared,  Bonaparte  continued : 

**  Criminal  opinions !"  exclaimed  he,  '*  I  coiild  revea! 
to  you  circumstanoea  which  would  confound  my  calumnia- 
tors. But  it  is  enough  to  tdl  you,  that  two  of  your  late 
ma^trates,  the  directors,  Barras  and  M oulins,  themselves 
advised  me  to  overturn  the  goremment,  and  to  put  myself 
at  the  head  of  affairs.  I  repulsed  their  overtures,  because 
liberty  is  dearer  to  me  than  life.  Several  factions  have  ten** 
dered  to  me  their  services,  but  I  have  rejected  all  their 
adTancea  as  unworthy  of  the  ear  of  a  republican.  I  speak 
with  the  frankness  of  a  soldier.  I  am  a  straofl^r  to  the  art 
of  eloquence ;  I  have  always  followed  the  Gou  of  war,  and 
fortune  and  the  God  ef  war  are  with  me.  Be  not  afVaid; 
representatives  of->the  people,  of  criminal  plots ;  I  and  my 
brave  eomrailes  shall  ever  be  ready  to  defend  you  and  to 
support  the  r^ublic.  (TheneUmdng  hi$  evea  towards  ih€ 
sotdUra^  xiho  were  on  duty  within  the  wallt,  he  erUd^)-^**  I 
appeal  to  you,  fellow  soldiers — you,  before  whom  the  jacobins 
desire  to  make  me  appear  the  enemy  of  liberty — ^you,  who 
hare  so  ofUn  been  employed  nndei'  me  in  laying  the  frand- 
ation  of  republics  ;  and  should  you  ever  behold  me  abandon 
the  cause  of  liberty,  I  intreat  you  to  turn  those  dreadful 
bayonets,  which  have  so  of^en  been  directed  to  the  shame  and 
confusion  of  our  enemies,  against  my  own  breast.  Repre- 
sentatives! I  conjure  you  to  adopt  the  most  prompt  and 
anergetic  measures  to  save  the  country." 

Bonaparte  now  retired  from  the  council  <rf 
ancients,  and  suddenly  entered  the  ball  6f 
the  council  of  five  hundred,  accompanied  by  a 
few  grenadiers  without  arms.  Advancing  towards 
the  top  of  the  hall,  the  council  was  instantly  in 
motion—**  A  general  here !"  exclaimed  ttiey, 
*<  Down  with  the  tyrant  !'•— «  Outlaw  the  Dicta^ 
tor !"— "  Kill  him,  kill  fahn  V  Several  of  the 
members,  rushing  towards  him,  drew  forth  their 
poniards  ;  and  Arena,  one  of  the  deputies,  anida 
native  of  Corsica,  aimed  a  blow  at  him  with  a 
dagger,  which  Thome,  a  gr^hadier,  pslrried  wKh 
his  arm,  and  was  wounded. 

The  president,  Lucieu  Bonaparte,  having 
with  great  difficulty  obtained  an  -  audience, 
exclaimed,  **The  general  has  undoubtedly  no 
other  intention  than  to  impart  to  the  cooneiVvery 
important  information  respectingf  he  present  situ*- 
ation  of  afikirs.''  The  geueral,  vrith  all  his  heroisny, 
stood  for  a  moment  astonished  and  speechless ; 
for  though  he  had  expected  opposition,  he  v^as 
not  prepared  for  such  a  scene  oi  frantic  violence. 
General  Lefehvre  at  length  rushed  into  the  haH 
With  a  body  of  armed  grenadiers,  to  rescue  their 
chief  from  the  dangers  with  iirhich  he  waaenviron^- 
ed  ;  and  Bonaparte  was  prevailed  upon  to  quit 
the  hall  of  the  orangery  where  the  ^'ouncil  was 
assembled,  and  to  return  to  the  soldiery  drawn 
up  in  the  court  of  the  palace. 


As  sobh  tts  the  soldiers  bad  left  the  hall,  the  JOOK  II. 
members  iristantly  decreed,  that  tbe.oouncii  of  — — — 
ancients  had  no  power  to  invoitsBonaparte.witli  ^^*j^l^* 
the  command,  as  thtit  aaAorityiCDuldbeeoofecred  "^^[^^^ 
hy  the  directory  alone.  The  pvesident  animad* 
verted  with  great  energy  on  the  disorders,  of  the 
day,  and  on  the  ferocioos  insuks  offered i>y.8oi]»e 
of  the  members  towards  an  ilkistrious  general^ 
who  had  rendered  the  moat  signal  and>  permanent 
services  to  the  republic.  **  Outlaw  him  !*'  exclaim* 
ed  several  of  'the  members,  *^  he  has  this  day  dis- 
graced his  military  renown,  and' deserves  dealh 
n'om  the  hand  of  every  patriot.^'  Th^  assembly 
had  ttow  become  a  mob,  and  the  president  was 
assailed  on  every  side.  His  authority  beingat 
an  end,  and  his  life  exposed  to  die  most  imnu* 
■netit  peril ;  he  darted  from  ,hiB  chair,  and  4livest-^ 
ing  himself  of  the  insignia  of  his  office,  'placed 
his  toga  and  his  scarf  upon  the  benGb> '  and-  rushed 
to  the  tribune.  -His  voice  waa  instantly  drown^ 
in  exclamations  against  the  military  usurper^  9aA 
tears  of  agony  and  indignation  started  trom  hia 
•eyes.  Immediately  .pistols  and  poniards  were 
presented  to  his  breast,:  to  compel  him  to  resume 
his  office,  and  to  pronounce  the  decree  6f  putr 
lawry  against  his  brother,  but  he  remained  inflexr 
ible,  and  General  Lefebvre  being  at  that  moment 
deputed  by  Bonaparte,  entered  the  hall  at  the 
head  of  a  detachment  of  the  military,  and  sur- 
rounding the  president,  conducted  him  in  safety 
into  the  court  of  the  palace. 

Theiroops,  animated  by.thepresence.of  their 
rgeneral,  but  by  no  means  unanimous  in.theiir 
opinions,'  listened  with  profound  attention  to  the 

K resident,  while  he  declared  to  them,  in  glowing 
nguage,  that  he,  as  well  as  his  brother,  had  been 
threatened  with 'assassination ;  that  the  coundl  of 
ilve  hundred  no  longer  existed ;  that  the  mino- 
rity had' become  rebels,  and  were  holding  the 
poftisdrd  of  sedition  and  despotism  over  the  beads 
<of  the  unarmed  majority ;  atid  he,  as  presidenit^ 
invoked  -  the  aid  of  the  ^  military  force  to  expc^ 
ftbo,se  ^  representatives  of  the  poniard'*  irpm  the 
council  ehamber,  where  they  were  at  thai  moment 
oxefcising  acts  of- despotism  and  violence,  and 
were  -en  the  point  of  overthrowing  the  repnblie. 
The  prudent  eoitclnded^  ibis  harangue  by 
^xclaifiiing, ^^Long  Uvethe republic.''  To  which 
his- military  auditors,  relied,  ^^  Long  live  the 
republic !" — ^^  Long  five  Boaaparte !" 

Th^  general  now  perceiving  ibat  the  critical 
foment  had  arrived,  •  ordered  the  troops  to  enter 
the  hall  of  the  oonnoil  of  five-  hmndred.  The 
grenadiers -instantly  advanced ;  when  a  deputy 
exclaimed  :  ^*  Is  it  thus,  soldiers,  you  tarnish  the 
laurels  you  have  -  gained  in  battle  ?  Do  the 
guardians  of  the  national  representation  dare  to 
menace  its  Safety  and  independence  ?"  Many  of 
the  other  members^  adikessing  the  soldiers,  con- 
jured them,  in  the  name  of  liberty,  not  to  follow 


/ 


306 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WARS 


— ^ 


BOOK  II.  their  leaders ;  when  on  a  sudden  the  fo^  de  charge 
"  was  heard,  aad  the  voices  of  the  speakers  were 
Cbap.XIV.  drownedinthesoundof  military  music.  Attheword 
'^'^jqT^  of  oommand  the  g^nadiers  brought  their  muskets 
1709      ^  iii^  charge,  and  a  dreadful  scene  of  alarm  and 
dismay  pervaded  the  whole  assembly.       The 
diamber  was  soon  cleared  of  the  members  of  the 
council,  and  cries  of  *^  Long  live  the  republic  !'* 
*^  Long  live  Bonaparte  P'  seat  forth  by  the  mili- 
tary, shook  the  lofty  domes  of  St.  Cloud. 

The  first  imperfect  intelligence  of  these 
events  had  filled  the  metropolis  with  apprehension, 
but  no  sooner  were  the  circumntances  attending 
this  military  usurpation  made  known,  than  the 
Parisians  appeared  overjoyed  at  the  final  subver- 
sion of  the  jacobin  power,  and  cherished  the  hope 
of  a  new  and  better  government,  administered  in 
equity,  and  founded  on  the  principles  of  justice 
and  humanity.  The  council  of  ancients,  animated 
by  the  same  hopes,  issued  a  decree  to  the  follow- 
ing effect : 

**  In  consideration  of  the  retreat  of  tbe  connoil  of  fire 
hundred,  and  the  retifnation  of  four  of  the  directory,  die 
fifth,  Gohier,  beings  confined,  a  temporary  executive  commis- 
sion of  three  members  shall  be  appointed.  The  legislature 
18  adjourned  to  the  Ist  of  Nivose  next,  (December  21st)  when 
it  will  again  assemble  in  Paris  without  further  convocation. 
During  the  recess  there  will  be  an  intermedial  commission 
of  the  council  of  ancients,  in  order  to  protect  the  rights  of 
the  national  representation.  The  sitting  b  adjourned  till 
liine  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  this  day;  when  the  council 
•hall  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  the  conunittee.*' 

At  nine  o'clock  in  the  cYening  the  council  of 
five  hundred,  as  well  as  the  council  of  ancients, 
again  assembled  in  their  chambers,  but  the 
former,  from  which  the  jacobins  had  withdrawn, 
now  appeared  of  a  very  different  complexion  from 
that  which  it  had  worn  in  the  early  part  of  the 
day.  Lucien  Bonaparte,  their  president,  con- 
gratulated the  members  present  on  the  deliver- 
ance they  had  obtained  from  the  dominion  of 
demagogues  and  assassins.  The  president  then 
proposed  a  resolution  to  the  effect,  That  General 
Bonaparte,  and  the  other  generals  and  officers, 
as  well  as  the  troops,  had  deserved  well  of  their 
country.  This  resolution,  which  was  carried  with- 
out opposition,  was  succeeded  by  a  proposal  from 
Chazat,  one  of  the  deputies,  that  a  committee  of 
five  members  should  be  appointed,  to  consider  the 
proprietor  of  forming  a  new  government ;  on  which 
the  president,  mounting  the  tribune,  pronounced 
an  animated  harangue  on  the  disasters  of  the 
republic,  arising  from  the  misconduct  of  the  late 
government,  and  insisted  stronglv  on  the  neces- 
sity of  a  change.  At  the  close  of  the  presidents 
speech,  Boulay  de  la  Meurthe  presented  a  report 
from  a  secret  committee,  containing  the  project 
of  a  decree  for  appointing  a  new  government,  and 
prefaced  his  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  report 
by  an  animated  address,  in  which  he  enlarged  on 


the  profligacy  and  incapacity  of  the  directory  ^ 
on  the  defects  of  the  constitution  itself,  and  on 
the  necessity  of  a  strong  executive  power,  capa* 
ble  of  giving  solidity  to  the  state,  and  preventinc; 
the  return  of  anarchy.  The  council  then  decreeci^ 
that  the  executive  directory  no  longer  existed  ; 
that  certain  deputies,  to  the  number  of  sixty-one, 
on  account  of  their  excesses,  particularly  in  the 
sitting  of  that  morning,  were  no  longer  members 
of  the  national  representation  ;  that  an  executiTe 
consular    committee    should    be   provisionally 
appointed,  consisting  of  oitizeas    Sieyes,    and 
Roger  Ducos,  ex-directors,  and  Creneral  Bona- 
parte, under  the  designation  of  consuls  of  the 
French  republic ;  that  they  should  be  invested 
with  the  full  powers  of  the  directory  ;  that  the 
two  councils  should  each  name  twenty-five  com- 
missioners, charged  to  prepare  the  changes  in  the 
organic  dispositions  of  the  constitution,  the  object 
of  which  changes  was  to  consolidate  and  guaran- 
tee inviolably  the  sovereignty  of  the  people. 

This  decree  was  instantly  communicated  to 
the  council  of  ancients,  by  whom  it  wan  passed  at 
midnieht ;  on  which  the  three  consuls  being  sum- 
moned to  the  hail  of  the^^c^ncil  of  five  hundred, 
were  thus  addressed  by  the  president : — 

**  CmzENs ! 
^  "  The  greatest  people  upon  earth  intrnst  you  with 
tlieir  destinies ;  within  three  months  the  public  opinion  shall 
judge  you.  Domestic  hanpiness,  general  liberty,  the 
direction  of  the  armies,  and  peace  itself,  all  are  intrusted 
to  ^ou.  You  must  hare  couraipe  and  zeal,  to  accept  such 
an  important  trust,  and  such  high  functions.  But  you  are 
supported  by  the  confidence  of  the  nation  and  of  the 
armies ;  and  it  is  well  known  to  the  legislature,  that  your 
souls  are  enthrely  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  the  people." 

The  consuls  then  took  the  oath  to  preserve 
liberty  and  equality,  and  proclamations  communis 
eating  the  events  of  the  18th  and  19th  Brumaire 
were  promulgated  without  delay  in  all  the  departs 
meats  of  the  republic.  Thus  terminated  this 
military  revolution.  It  was  a  revolution  of  force 
without  bloodshed.  Bonaparte  and  the  army 
were  the  founders  of  the  new  government ;  and 
the  power  obtained  by  the  sword,  the  sword  alone 
could  destroy. 

The  three  consuls  entered  upon  their  public 
functions  the  following  day,  at  the  palace  of  the 
Luxembourg ;  and  the  legislative  commissioners  at 
the  same  time  commenced  their  sittings.  The  first 
objects  which  engaged  their  attention,  were  the 
repeal  of  the  law  imposing  a  foroed  loan  and  the 
law  of  hostages — the  former  of  wliich  had  annihi- 
lated the  remains  of  public  credit,  and  the  latter 
once  more  lighted  up  the  flames  of  civil  war  in 
the  departments.  Bonaparte's  first  concern  was 
to  tranquillize  the  departments  of  La  Vendue,  . 
where  the  standard  of  insurrection  was  once  more 
unfurled.  In  this  arduous  undertaking  he  suc<> 
ceeded  rather  by  lenient  than  coercive  measures, 
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and  in  «  «hor4  tine  |^t«oe  vri»  itgam  restored  to 
that  desolated  portion  of  the  republic.  In  tbe 
iDterior,  Bonaparte  made  every  effort  to  pacify  and 
unite  the  oiMitoadin^  faccioaa;  regitlarity  suc« 
eeeded  to  tronble  and  disorder  ;  the  seTeral 
branches  of  the  military  establishment  ivere  re- 
organized ;  the  civil  aomiaistration  experienced 
great  and  essential  ameliorations ;  and  the  tribu* 
nals  of  justice  regained  tlieir  activity.  The  list 
of  emigrants — ^tillthis  period  kept  open  in  order 
to  be  occasionally  exercised  as  a  rod  of  terror  and 
of  vongeaneO)  was  finally  closed,  and  the  threat 
of  proscription  lost  much  of  its  terror.  Under  the 
sanction  of  the  powers  vested  in  the  consular 
commission,  a  decree  was  issued  eight  days  only 
after  the  rerolutioni  whereby  fifty-nine  of  the 
most  furious  and  inveterate  jacobins  were  con- 
demned to  banishment ;  thirty-seven  of  them  to 
Oniana,  and  the  remainder  to  the  isle  of  Oleron. 
It  appeared,  however,  tiiat  this  arr&t^  was  in- 
tencted  merely  to  strike  terror  into  the  terrorists, 
ibr  Ihe  decree  of  banishment  was  soon  after  pro- 
visionally Changed  into*  an  arr&t^,  placing  the 
individuals  in  question  under  ftie  inspection  of 
the  minister  of  police,  and  even  this  retraint  was 
in  a  short  time  removed. 

The  mildness  and  policy  of  the  consular 
government  also  signally  displayed  itself  in  the 
termination  put  to  the  legal  proscription  of  the 
catholic  priesthood.  Such  administrations  as  had 
been  active  in  the  persecution  of  priests  were 
broken,  and  the  churches,  whic^  had  been  con- 
verted into  places  of  municipal  i  .*  vity,  restored 
to  their  primitive  use.  The  recall  of  such  citizens 
as  had  been  banished  in  pursuance  of  the  revo- 
lution of  the  Idth  Pructidor,  next  engaged  the 
attention  of  government,  and  a  consular  decree 
t\ras  passed,  recalling  the  greater  number  of 
those  individuals,  among  whom  were  Barthelemi, 
Carnot,  Pastoret,  and  many  others.  In  forming 
the  new  administration,  Lucien  Bonaparte  was 
constituted  minister  of  the  inl^ior ;  and  M. 
Talleyrand  reinstated  in  his  office  of  minister  for 
foreign  affairs,  in  which  capacity  be  had  displayed 
great  talents,  and,  in  concert  witti  Sieyesi  was 
supposed  to  have  meditated,  in  his  retreat,  that 
revolution  in  tbe  &tate,  of  whidi  Bonapariearrived 
\xk  France  so  opportunely  to  undertake  the 
execution. 

At  length,  the  fabric  of  a  new  government 
was  completed  by  tbe  l^^Iative  commission,  and 
approved  on  the  Idth  of  December  by  the  con- 
suls f  nd  members  of  the  legislative  committee. 
This  constitution  was  accordingly  submitted  to 
the  suffrages  of  the  citizens  of  the  French  repub- 
lic at  large,  and  received  the  express  and 
avowed  assent  of  upwards  of  three  millions  of 
the  people,  while  the  votes  against  its  acceptance 
amounted  to  only  fifteen  hundred  and  sixty-two. 
On  the  20th  of  December,  1799,  (4tb  of  Nivose, 
(No.a«.)  4K 


year  VIII.)  thenvw conatitulioA  was  fnpecAaimed  BOOX  It. 

at  Paris  with  great  solemnity,  and  the  people  -*•- 

by  their  acclamations  seemed  to  chei'ish  the  ho{>e  Caaf».  XIT. 
tliat  the  institutions  arising  out  of  the  rev^^^-  ^"Tjn^ 
tion  of  tbe  18th  and  10th  Brammre,  would  confer      1'^ 
upon  them  the  enjoyments  of  tranquillity,  pros- 
perity, and  peace. 

The  new  constitutional  code  was  <»mpri9ed 
in  ninety-five  articles,  divided  into  seven  <!hap- 
ters,  and  dated  at  Paris,  the  22d  Frimaire, 
(Dec.  13.)  in  the  8th  year  of  the  republic.  Thia 
extraordinary  production  was  in  substance  as 
follows : — 

Chapter  I.— The  French  republic  if  one  and  indivinble ; 
but  its  Buropean  imitoty  m  distfibuted  into  depmnentB  toA  oom- 
■moes.  Evety  ■iBDbomsiidi«BideiitiBFfMwe»oflliftHPB«f  *eiitf<i« 
oneycMS^whohM  had  his  MOie  iaaodbed  in  the  ciwl  legirter  ef  ida 
eonuDuiyd  district,  sDdafterwaidBtanaiMdayearoa^bef'nMhtBri** 
t«ny  iaaPrendicidzcB.  TbecitiflCMofevetyooBBmttnhldiBtfeictabril 
i^ipoint,  faf  their  anfi^n^ea,  thM*  «%QBft  thef  duak  imaBl  vonby  af 
oa^actiiig  pttbUc  ^[aiti.  There  AaU  be  «  list  of  tanfidenoa,  aoM 
tainii^  a  number  of  nainest  tqnai  ^  a  ttelh  of  the  avaibcr  af 
dtikens  posaeaking  the  rights  df  adlHge^  Praot  das  caimmmal  iiai 
the  public  fuB(!lioBMMa  af  dfttiitts  AOL  be  takaa.  Hie  citiiteBi 
comprised  in  the  vmnananlk  HaM  nf  %  lUfillrtirt  ijhidl  snpiMM  « 
tentli  of  their  number ;  and  from  this  departmental  list  the  public 
iuactidiiarieB  ti  taA  department  shall  \tt  bfken.  Th«  tilazens  in- 
duded  In  the  depsawMaital  %it  iteU  alae  Appetnt « looh  cf  ihdr 
Attmlber,  who  shatt  be  eUgibte  to  poblie  Milanal  ftihetiaiiB.  Evtfty 
Mrd  year  vtcancias  to  be  aUsd ;  and  A«  ttam*  'Hf  thoift  Who  Mai^ 
hftve  fotMted  the  coMfiteico  af  thair  <3UHitiaieniB  to  be  ^irtMllM.  > 

Chaptek  II.«*An  assonbly  ehaU  bo  Ainied  imdtf-  tfat 
appelktion  of  the  conservatory  senate^  mwaisHiy  -af  vjtcy  mmSbOH 
cboaea  for  U&,  to  be  ipraduafiy  increoNd  to  e^thty«  hy^an  addiiloa  of 
two  members  Ibr  ten  suotenive  yeai%  with  'fined  Imiairkn  iMnnnntii^ 
to  HWXO  franca,  (ftO«lA)  4Poiir  paiaena  oaned  te  the  tonsatwuiWid 
act,  via-Sieyes,  Duoost  Cambooerai*  Le  liiwH^MiHvpplwlk  thtsfiBft 
thir^'One  membas,  being  the  n%iority  <if  4tt  seBBtcv  Which^Adi 
aaerwaidseomplete4tae]f.  SubsaqueBi  vacancies  shall  be  fitted  op  bf 
the  senate*  who  shaU  make  thenr  choice  \m  of  thsee  eindiflaleB  aapi& 
mtely  pceaented  to  them*  1^  thelCKidiitive  b^yi  iho  tribwnnia*  wndtho 
flhiflfooosiiL  From  the  national  Mat,  mmSMirtod  by  the  diflewntt  d<» 
partmenta,  shall  be  eleoted  by  tbe  ealiasrvaltToacMto»  wb«  shkK  lbam% 
aelves  be  ineligible  to  any  other  ftinctian,  the  IfegisliitorSk  ^the  tabOMcai 
the  consuls,  and  the  judges  of  cassation.  The  senate  sliall  also  posaess 
the  power  to«Ditfltin  or  antidl  ovef)^  act  tdlKrred  tl>  th«Ul  as  unoonsti- 
tiitionidbytheiilbimMettrthegonniaNM«  Thejril«ingBordifcs«iiitt6 
Oft  BOtptiblic; 

Chaptsr  hi.  tnats  of  the  ltt{isMve  pdWto.»*Ko  new  kw 
shall  be  pmnulgBMdiinloss  the  plan  shatt  hnaic  been  Antftoi^ooed  by 
the  execttiiTe  govenuBOBt  to  the  Isgitlrtlve  body{  eomibnnicMed  by 
the  l^|isbit««e  to  the  aibunate  i  censidcrsd  and  discussed  by  dieraem* 
ben  of  that  assembly  9  «nd  findSy  deersed  by  the  IsgUitiTO  body* 
The  czaciitifte  govoaunoit  is  at  libeitif,  4a  nny  siog«  bf  discussion* 
to  withdnw  the  pbn  or  ptc^  of  i&y  law  poaposed*  and  soptsescnt 
it  again  in.  a  mddiSed  atattw  The  .tribunate  is  compaaedof  o  htth'*  *  , 
dred  members ;  one-fifth  renewable  every  year ;  and  indefinitely  i€- 
eligible  while  they  remain  i^on  the  national  lilt.  'Vhis  assembly, 
after  discMssing  tfw  plan  of  ovary  law  .prapoaedv.  shaft  vote  fisr  \m 
Caption  or  sejcction;  and  shall  send  three  memben,  chosen  from 
their  body,  by  whom  the  motives  of  their  decision  shall  be  stated 
and  supported  before  the  legislative  body.  The  l^isUtive  body 
shall  be  composed  of  three  hundred  members,  to  be  also  renewed 
annually  by  fifths.  It  shall  commence  its  sesiloo  every  year,  1st 
Frimaire  (Nov.  SI.),  and  shall  continue  sitting  at  least  four  months; 
and  It  determines  by  secret  scrutiny,  without  discussion,  upon  the  pUn 
of  the  hiws  argued  upon  in  itaiwescnGe.  The  sitting  (rf*  the  k^psUtuio 
and  tribunate  to  be  public ;  and  the  members  of  both  to  poasesa 
fixed  sahuriea— the  tribunes  15,000  fiaocsy  <G»5/.)  and  the  Icgidaton 
10,000  fiwN^  (410^) 
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BOOK  II.  Chaptxr  iy,->The  executiYe  govanmoit  14  itttnutod  to 

.,...,...._  three  ooosuls,  appointed  for  ten  yeus«  but  indefinitely  re-eUgibk. 
OiiAF.  XIV  ^^  ^^  present  time  General  Bonaparte  is  appointed  chief  consul ; 
*  dtisen  Gunbaeeres,  now  minister  of  police,  second  eonsul;  and 
dtisen  LeBran,  member  of  the  committee  of  ancients,  third  consuL 
The.first  or  chief  consul  alone  has  the  power  of  promulgating  laws. 
He  i^  to  name  or  displace  at  pleasure  Uie  members  (tf  the  council 
€£  stale,  the  ministers,  the  ambassadors,  the  officers  of  the  army  by 
aea  and  land,  the  members  of  local  administration,  and  the  oomtnis- 
■bnen  of  the  gorermnent  at  the  tribunals.  He  is  to  appoint  all 
judges,  caminal  and  civil,  m  wtD  as  justices  of  the  peaoe,  and  the 
judges  of  rasimtinn,  without  the  power  of  afterwards  superseding 
Aenu  Even  in  the  inferior  acts  of  government*  the  second  and  third 
eottsuls  have  ddiberative  voices  only,  and  the  liberty  of  counter- 
«gning  their  opinions;  aftet  which  the  detesmination  of  the  first 
consul  shall  follow.  The  sahuy  of  the  first  consul  is  fixed  at 
500,000  ftancs,  (80,aeo2.)  and  that  of  the  second  and  third  at  75,000 
fiancs,  (5^12$L)  each. 

*The  exeeutive  gievemment  is  to  manage  political  relatioDs 
abroad^  to  oondoct  negodatieps ;  to  declare  war ;  to  sign  and  con- 
clude an  treatioi  of  peaee,  aUianoe,  truce,  neutrality,  oomnieroe,and 
other  conventions.  Such  declarations  and  treaties  to  be  proposed, 
disCTissed,  and  decreed,  in  the  same  manner  as  laws;  and  no  act 
et  government  can  have  efieet  till  it  is  signed  by  a  minister.  The 
minister  chaiged  with  the  administration  of  the  public  treaamy  is  not 
■i  liberty  to  makeprovition  for  any  branch  of  the  public  expenditure, 
except  by  virtue  of  a  law,  and  only  to  the  extent  of  the  ftuids  provided 
by  law  for  that  pmpoae ;  and  the  detailed  accounti  of  every  minister, 
ai^Ml  and  certified  by  faiiD,  ate  to  be  made  publie. 

Chapter  V.  rdatea  to  the  judicial  aathoiitie&— Every  com- 
munal arftmdUtemgiit  shall  have  one  or  more  justices  of  the  peace,  elect- 
ed immediately  by  the  citixcns,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  whose  office  it 
abail  be  to  endeavour  to  reconcile  the  parties  applying  to  them,  by  artri- 
trating  between  them.  Indvil  matters,  tribunals  diall  be  established 
of  first  instance,  and  tribunals  of  appeal ;  the  judges  of  which  shall 
be  taken  ftom'  the  departmental  fist  In  criminal  cases,  a  first  jury 
ndnuts  or  niiects  the  charge,  a  second  jury  pronounces  on  the  foct, 
«nd  the  judges  apply  the  ponidnnent  Those  dimes  whidi  do  not 
jHBMMuit  to  corporal  pnnislunent  are  tried  before  the  tribunals  of  oor- 
ipoetional  police,  wttii  an  appeal  to  the  criminal  tribunals.  There  is 
for  the  wliob  republic  one  tribonal  of  eusBtion ;  the  judges  oom- 
]MMing  whidi  are  taken  ftom  the  national  list  This  tribimal  pro- 
Bouaeet  00  appeals  against  judgments  in  the  last  resort.  It  does  not, 
howcfer,  dedde  iqpen  the  oMdts,  but  merdy  reverses  judgments  given 
on  proceedings  in  which  the  constitutional  forms  are  violated— sending 
the  case  back  for  a  re^heaifng.  The  judges  of  all  desoiptions  remain 
in  oflloe  for  life,  unletoioondattned  to  forfeit  their  places,  orunlessdis- 
contimnd  on  the  list  of  digfbles,  oonesponding  whfa  their  functions. 

CBAPTSm  VI.  rdates  to  the  respondbility  of  the  public 
functionaries.— The  fimctions  of  members,  whether  of  the  senate,  tri- 
bunate, legislative  body,  or  coundl  of  state,  induding  ministers  of  the 
executive  power,  are  aU  responsiUe.  Personal  crimes  coimnitted  by 
ririzene  of  any  of  these  diecriptiont,  are  tmseeuled  before  the  ordinary 
tribunals,  after  a  ddibeiMkMi  of  the  holy  to  which  the  person  under 
iftnifffrtfi?"  '**'""g*Vfnt**^t^  ^^1^  |»rft—i*ii«U"  The  mimsters  of 
etate  are  moreover  lespottdble  for  every  act  of  government  signed  by 
tiicm  ;  and  also  for  any  otdccs  contrary  to  the  oDlistitutkin,  linrs,  and 
ordinuces.  Thejudgee^  civil  and  critnittal,  for  crimes  relating  to  their 
tenctions,  diaU  be  proseeiitad  befine  the  tiibunalB  to  whidi  the  tribunal 
«f  cassattoii  may  sod  them  after  having  annulled  their  acts. 


Chapter  VII.«^Of general  dispodtiena.  Hie  houseof  every 

person  inhabiting  the  French  tendtoiy  is  an  inviolable  asylnm.  It  can 
only  be  entered  in  the  day,  for  a  special  purpose,  determined  by  the 
law,  or  an  order  emanating  hom  a  public  autiiorxty.  Th^  arrest  of  a 
person  must  first  express  in  form  the  •cauiBS  for  sudi  arrest,  and  die  law 
ih  virtue  ofwhich  it  is  ordered.  9dly,  It  must  issuefeom  such  fuDc- 
tionary  only  as  the  law  has  invested  with  the  power.  3dly,  It  must 
benodfied  to  the  person  arrested,  and  a  copy  of  it  left  with  him.  All 
severities  used  in  arrest,  detentions,  or  executions,  other  tiian  tiiose 
commanded  by  the  laws,  are  crimes. 

Every  man  liasa  right  of  addressing  petitions  to  every  con- 
stituted authority ;— ^e  public  fince  is  neoessarily  in  a  state  of  obedi- 
ence; no  armed  body  can  ddiberate;— military  crimes  are  subjected 
to  special  tribunals,  and  particular  forms  of  judgment  f— a  national 
institute  is  charged  with  recdving  discoveries,  and  perfecting  the  arts 
and  sdences ; — a  committee  of  seven,  chosen  by  the  senate  from  the 
national  list,  regulates  and  verifiel  the  aooounte  of  the  reodpts  snd 
expenses  of  the  republic. 

This  consular  constitution  exhibited,  uh* 
doubtedly,  indications  of  political  ability  and 
wisdom  far  exceeding  any  discoverable  in  the 
directorial  system,  and  its  analysis,  as  given  by 
Roederer,  is  deserving  of  being  preserved.  Out 
of  an  aggregate  of  thirty-three  millions  and  a 
half,  of  which  the  population  of  France  at  that 
time  consisted,  lie  estimates  the  male  inhabitants 
of  age,  and  qualified  to  vote,  at  five  millions  ;  who 
reduce  themselves  to  five  hundred  thousand  nota- 
bles of  departments ;  reduced  again  to  five  thousand 
notables  of  France  ;  from  whom  are  chosen  fi?e 
hundred  legislators  of  the  senate,  tribunate,  and 
legislative  body ;  one  grand  consul,  and  two 
puisne  consuls.  The  senate  and  tribunate  are 
chosen  not  by  the  five  thousand  notables  of 
France,  but  oci^  of  that  class.  A  body  of  eighty 
members,  first  constituted  representatives  of  the 
nation,  either  by  competent  election  or  by  the  ac- 
quiescence of  the  people,  under  the  title  of  con- 
servators, choose  first,  all  the  members  called  to 
exercise  the  legislative  power;  and  secondly^ 
(the  consuls)  the  three  chiefs  of  the  executive 
power,  the  first  of  whom  afterwards  chooses  the 
ministers  and  the  other  agents  of  the  government. 

Accustomed  to  chang|(  and  charmed,  with 
novelty,  the  Parisians  received  the  new  consti- 
tution with  delight,  and  viewed  the  pomp  and 
the  splendour  of  the  consular  government  with 
surprise  and  self  complacency.  They  reasoned 
little,  but  hoped  much.  Bonaparte  was  their 
idol,  and  from  him  and  him  alone  they  expected 
every  thing  !* 


*  This  dispodtioB  W  aggrandize  the  diid^  oontul  was  wdl  satiiiaed  by  a  han^-bill,   of 
srhich  the  streeti  or  Pads  waie  placaided  en  the  ni^t  ql  his  devation  to  the  consular  dignity:- 

•*  PoLiTicAt  Subtraction* 
From    5    Directore 
^Ttke    2 

and  th^l«  feitakin     3    Consuls  i 
From  which  take    2 

and  there  itmaiDi    1    Bovapakts!** 


the  Mvwing  is  a  copy,  wd  wilh 
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THE  eighteentli  centiilry,  the  latter  part 
t>F  "which  had  l>een  rendered  so  memorable  by 
the  revolution  of  states  and  empires,  had  nour 
closed  in  bloods  Not  a  giimnae  of  peace  pre*-* 
sented  itself  <o  cheer  the  mimi  Sifter  so  long  and 
so  sangninary  a  contest ;  on  the  cokitrary^  ev^ry 
thing  seemed,  to  forebode  a  prolongation  of 
public  calamity,  and  a  renewal  of  individual 
misfortune. 

The  coalition  against  France,  although 
weakened  in  consequence  of  these  jealousies 
"which  have  generally  rendered  combinations  of 
this  kind  of  little  avietil,  had  certainly  achieved 
great  events^  The  republic  had  beheld  het  armies 
moulder  away,  and  ner  best  generals  beaten  in 
succession,  during  the  preceding  campaign. 
The  house  of  Austria,  justly  proud  of  her  late 
acquisitions,  had  covered  Italy  with  troops  ;  the 
-adjoining  seas  and  straits  swarmed  "with  British 
cruisers ;  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  were 
rendered  useless,  by  being  shut  up  in  their  owa 
ports  ;  and  the  artny  of  Egypt  was  not  only  cut 
off  from  all  intercourse  with  Europe,  but  ^so 
deprived  of  its  boasted  leader.  Such  was  the 
situation  of  Prance,  when  it  was  the  fortune  of 
one  of  her  generals  to  overturn  the  constitution 
of  the  coimmbnwealthy  at  the  same  time  that  he 
rescued  her  allies  from  ruin>  and  h^  armies  from 
ignominy  and  disgrace. 

Bonaparte,  having  lik  a  great  measure  united 
in  his  own  person  all  the  authorities  both<^tvil  an<]l 
military,  determi'hed  on  entering  into  negociations 
for  peade.  However  slender  his  hopes  of  suc- 
cess, he  resolved  if  possible  to  throw  all  the 
odium  arising  from  the  further  prosecution  of 
tlie  war  on  uie  (enemies  of  France,  and  accords, 
ingly  commenced  his  career  by  professing  his 
horror  of  the  calamities  to  which  Europe  had 
been  so  long  exposed.  Having  addressed  him- 
self without  success  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  he 
next  determined  to  sound  the  intentions  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain.      Talleyrand^  formerly 


Bistiop  of  Autun,  and  now  secretary  of  state  for  BOOK  It. 

fi>reigfi  afikir»,  accordingly  transmitted  a  dis-- — 

piatch  t6<  liord  Orenville,  who  occupied  a  similai^  Cbap.  XV. 
situation  ill  England,  with  a  request  that  it  might'  ^"^T^CT^ 
be  delivered  into  bis .  majesty^s  own  hand^    Of      ^^^^ 
this  letter^  whiclh  was  in  the  hand  writing  of  the 
first  <ionsul,  th^  foHowing  is  the  official  trans^ 
lation  : — 

r 

"  FREKtft  RfiPtTBLie— StoVEft^IGjJTY  OP  tBE 
PEOPLE— LIBERTY— EQUALITY. 

"  Bonaparte,  ^irst  Gon§ill  6f  the  Re^ikbUc,  to  the 
King*  of  Oreat  Britain  and  Ifelaii'd. 

"  Paris^  6ih  N^ivoUy  ^tkyear^  Dee.  25, 1799. 

"  Called  by  the  wishes  of  the  f'reDch  nation  to  occupy 
the  first  mag^istrac^  of  the  repahlic,  I  think  it  proper  on  en- 
tering into  office  to  m^ke  a  direct  communication  of  it  to 
yoilr  majesty. 

**  The  war  wtifch  for  eigfht  years  has  niTaged  the  fonr 
(Quarters  of  the  world,  must  it  be  eternal  ?  Are  there  no 
means  of  coming  to  an  understandiog  f  How  can  the  two 
most  eniifflitened  nations  of  Europe,  poweiiVil  and  strong 
beyond  what  their  safety  and  independence  require,  sacri- 
^ce  to  ideas  of  vain  grandeur,  commerce,  prosperity,  and 
peace  ?  How  is  it  that  they  do  not  feel  that  peace  is  of  the 
first  importance,  as  well  as  the  highest  glory  r 

>  **  These  sentiments  cannot  be  foreign  to  the  heart  of 
your  majesty,  who  reigns  over  a  free  nation  with  the  sole 
view  of  rendering  it  happy.  Your  majesty  will  see  in  this 
overture  my  sincere  wish  to  contribute  efficaciously,  for  the 
second  time,  to  a  general  pacification,  by  a  step  speedy,  en- 
tirely of  confidence,  and  disengaged  from  those  forms  which, 
perhaps  necessary  to  disguise  the  dependence  of  weak 
states,  proTe,  in  those  that  are  strong,  only  the  desire  of  de- 
ceiving each  other. 

'*  France  and  England,  by  the  abuse  of  their  strengtbi 
may  still  for  a  lon^  tioae,  for  the  misfortune  of  all  nations, 
retard  the  period  ot  their  being  exhausted ;  but  I  will  ven- 
ture to  say  it,  the  fate  of  all  civilized  nations  is  attached  to 
the  termination  of  a^ar  which  involves  the  whole  worki. 


**  Your  majesty's,  &c. 
"  BOjSfAPARI 


NAPARTE." 

To  tbis  iromniunicatioti,  Lord  GretTilla 
tetttrned  an  official  answer  addressed  to  M« 
Talleyrand)  and  expressed  in  these  terms  v 
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BOOK  II.      '*  Sir, 

■  "  I  have  ]mid  before  the  king  the  letter  which  you 

Chap    XV    ^^^^  tnummttted  to  me,  and  his  majesty,  seeing  no  reason 
to  depart  from  those  forms  which  have  lung  been  established 
in  Europe  for  transacting  business  with  foreign  states,  hiw ' 
commanded  me  to  return  iu  his  name  the  officml  answer 
which  I  send. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  **  fjRCKViixE.^' 

OFFICIAL  NOTE. 

tondtm^  Jan,  4,  1800. 

**  The  king  has  given  frequent  proofs  •f .  his  sincere 
ilesfre  of  re-^establiahing  tranquiflity  in  Europe.  He  neither 
is  nor  has  been  cngnged  in  any  content  for  vnin  gi«fy*  He 
has  had  no  other  yiew  than  that  of  roaiiplain^og  against 
aO  agppnession  the  rights  and  happiness  nf  his  subfects. 
For  these  M  has  cnnfcndad  ^^{minst  an  annrnvnked  at** 
lack,  and  for  the  same  objects  is  etiU  obligeif  to  contend. 
Nor  can  he  hepe  that  the  necessity  eoald  be  remoTed  bv 
entering  at  the  present  moment  into  negodation  with 
thasn  whom  a  fresh  revelation  has  so  recently  placed  in 
IIm  eSMraae^f  power  in  France ;  sinee  no  rent  advantage 
canaritnftwn  soyh  niqgociMuNi  tolhe  desirable  object  «f 
gnneral  penc^  till  those  caiises  have  oeastd.  |«  opemle  which. 
OT^naUy  produced  the  war,  by  which  it  has  been. since 
protracted,  and  in  more  than  one  instance  renewed.  The 
MMfie  system  to  which  Fhince  justly  ascribes  all  her  pre<^ 
9cnt  miseriss  has  also  inTolved  Bnfrnpe  mi  a  destructive 
wprfaHW,  pf  a  n^re  hmg  unknown  to  the  psactiee  of  cvvilised 
nations.  For  the  extension  of  this  system,  and  the  easier* 
niination  of  all  established  governments,  the  resources  of 
France  have  been  lavished  and  ei^haustfd.  To  this  indis-* 
criminate  spirit  of  destruction,  the  Netherlands,  the  United 
Protinoes,  and  the  Swiss  CJautoiis,  have  successively  been 
sacrificed.  Germany  has  been  ravaged— Italy  has  been  the 
scene  of  unbounded  rapine  and  aaarcny.  His  majesty  him- 
self has  been  cpmpelled  to  maintain  an  arduous  contest  for 
the  independence  and  existence  of  his  kingdom. 

"  Nor  have  tbesa  calamities  been  confined  to  Europe 
adone :  they  have  been  extended  to  the  most  distant  quarters 
ef  the  world,  and  even  to  countries  so  remote,  both  in  situa- 
tion and  interest,  from  the  present  contest,  that  the  very  ex- 
islence  of  such  a  war  was  prubablv  unknown  to  those  who 
i^denly  f4HMid  themaelv«s  involved  in  its  horrors. 

*^  Whilst  such  a  system  therefore  prevails,  and  whilst 
the  Ueod  nnd  treasures  ef  a  powerful  nation  can  be  lavished 
in  its  suppert,  experience  has  shewn  that  no  defence  but  that 
of  open  and  steady  hostility  can  be  availing.    The  most  so- 
lenni  treaties  have  only  prepared  the  way  to  fresh  aggres- 
adon,  and  it  is  to  determined  resistance  alone  that  whatever 
remains  in  Europe  of  stability,  for  fNPuperty,  for  personal 
aaf^ty*  fqr  social  ord^r,  or  the  exercise  vf  religion,  can  bo 
preseiTed.    For  the  security,  Uierefore,  of  ^ese  essential 
ebjects,  hie  maiMity  cannot  place  reliance  oa  the  mere  re- 
neivalofgeneral  professionafor  paciAc  dispositions.    Such 
prolessions  have  been  repeatedly  held  out  by  all  who  hare 
aucceaairely  directed  the  resoarces  of  Franee,  lo  the  des* 
truction  of  Europe,  and  whom  the  present  rulers  have  de* 
dared  all  to  have  been  incapable  of  maintaining  thevelatiene 
ef  amity.    Greatly  will  his  maiesty  rejoice  whenever  it  shall 
appear  that  the  danger  to  which  his  own  dominions  and  those 
of  nis  allies  have  been  so  long  exposed,  has  really  ceased ; 
whenever  he  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  necessity  of  resistance 
shall  be  at  an  end :  that,  after  so  many  years  of  crimes  and 
miseries,  b«*tter  principles  have  prevailed,  and  the  gigantic 
projects  ef  ambition,  endangering  the  very  existence  of  civil 
society,  have  at  Itmgth  been  relinquished,     iiut  the  convic- 
tion of  such  a  change  can  result  only  from  the  evidence  of 
facts. 

^*  The  best  pledge  of  its  reality  and  permanence  wonld 


be  the  restoration  of  that  line  of  princes  which,  for  so  maajr 
centuries,  maintained  the  French  nation  in  prssperi^  at 
home  and  consideration  abroad.  Such  an  event  woum  a 
once  remove  all  obstacles  in  the  way  of  negucbuion  or  pence. 
it-i«'eu|d  onufirm  to  France  the  unmolested  ei^yment  of  its 
ancient  ferntor^,  and  five  to  all  other  nations  thattraoaoil- 
litv,  that  security,  which  they  are  now  compelled  to  seelc  by 
ether  means. 

*'  But  It  is  not  to  thisdnode  that  his  majesty  limits  the 
possibility  ef  solid  pacifica^n^  He  makes  no  claim  to  prescribe 
teFiwne  ii4iat  abnil  be  the  form  of  her  government,  or  in 
whose  hands  she  shall  rest  the  authority  necessary  for  con- 
ducting the  affairs  of  a  great  and  powerful  nation. 

**  His  majesty  only  looks  to  ^e  security  of  his  own  do- 
OMoiotos^  of  hisnuicB,  end  of  Europe.  IVtienever he  shall 
iudge  it  can  be  in  an^  manner  attained,  he  wiH  eagerly  em- 
brace the  opportunity  to  concert  with  his  aUies  the  means  i>f 
•n  ioHDediase  and  gencnd  peace. 

^*  Vlihef«^y,  at  present  iio  audi  secntity  exisli ;  no 
sufficient  evidence  of  the  principles  by  which  the  new  |;o- 
vemment  will  be  directen ;  no  reasonable  grounds  of  its 
stabUity  appear.  In  thb  situation,  tberefoA,  it  remains  lor 
his  m^esty  to  pursue,  in  conjunction  with  other  power*, 
those  exertions  of  a  just  ii|pd  defensive  war,  which  a  regard  tu  ^ 
the  faanpiness  of  his  subjects  will  never  permit  him  to  cob*  w 
tinue  beyond  the  necessity  in  which  they  originated,  or  10 
eerminateon  any  olhei:  foundation  thai  such  as  wouhl  est- 
tribute  to  the  secur^  enjoyment  of  their  tranqinliity,  theit 
oonstitntion,  and  their  ihdependence. 

(Signed)  ••  Grenvtux/* 

This  repelling  reply,  which  •  afterwards  sub- 
jeeted  the  ministers  to  sevefe  animadversions, 
pi^OYoked  an  animated  rejoinder.  Talleyrand, 
on  the  Idtli  of  Januarv,  intimated  in  an  vf&cial 
note,  written  by  direction  of  the  consuls,  that  so 
far  from  Prance  having  been  the  ag^gressor  in  the 
present  war,  she  had  from  the  first  moment  of 
the  revohition  solemnly  proclaimed  her  love  of 
peace,  and  her  respect  for  the  independence  of 
all  goyemments.  Incessantly  occupied  in  the 
melioration  of  her  internal  affairs,  she  woald 
have  avoided  all  interference  in  the  concerns  of 
otlier  states,  had  not  nearly  the  whole  of  Europe 
leagued  against  her.  The  provocation  was  real 
before  it  became  public  \  the  nation  was  out- 
raged in  the  person  of  her  agents,  and  England 
in  particular  had  set  this  example  fay  the  dis- 
missal of  the  minister  residing  at  her  court. 
The  evils  which  France  had  suffered,  as  well 
as  those  which  afflicted  Europe,  are  in  this  docu- 
ment attributed  entirely  to  the  projects  of  sub- 
jugation entered  into  against  France :  assailed 
on  all  sides,  the  republic  had  on  all  sides  ex- 
erted herself  for  tlie  maintenance  of  her  inde- 
pendence ;  bcrt  no  sooner  had  her  enemies  re- 
nounced their  schemes  of  invasion,  than  she  in 
her  turn  manifested  a  sincere  desire  for^  peace. 
**  If,  however,^'  continues  the  French  minister, 
'*  the  views  of  the  King  of  England  accord  with 
those  of  France  in  respect  to  the  re-establishment 
of  tranquillity,  why  not  attempt  to  terminate  the 
wUr,  instead  of  attempting  its  apology  ?**  "  The 
first  consul  of  the  French  republic/*  said  M. 
•    '     4  • 
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Talleyrand,  <<  cannot  doubt  that  his  Britannic 
majesty  recognizes  the  right  of  nations  to  choose 
the  form  of  their  government,  since  it  is  from 
the  exercise  of  this  right  that  he  himself  holds  his 
crown.  But  the  first  consul  has  been  unable  to 
comprehend  how,  to  this  fundamental  principle, 
upon  which  rests  the  existence  of  political  soci- 
eties, the  ministers  of  his  majesty  could  annex 
insinuations  which  tend  to  an  interference  in  the 
internal  aifairs  of  the  republic ;  and  which  are 
no  less  injurious  to  the  French  nation  and  to  its 
government,  than  it  would  be  to  England,  and  to 
his  majesty,  if  an  inyitation  were  held  out  in 
favour  of  that  republican  government,  of  which 
England  adopted  the  forms  in  the  middle  of 
the  last  century ;  or  an  exhortation  to  recall  to  the 
throne  that  family  which  had  been  placed  there 
by  birth,  and  made  to  descend  from  it  in  conse- 
quence of  a  revolution.*'  It  was  asked,  if  at 
other  times  his  majesty  had  been  eager  to  pro* 
pose  conferences  for  peace,  why  he  should  now 
refuse  to  renew  the  negociations  ?  And  in  order 
to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  war,  it  was 
proposed  to  agree  to  a  suspension  of  arms,  and 
immediately  to  nominate  plenipotentiaries,  who 
might  repair  to  Dunkirk,  or  any  other  place 
calculated  for  the  celerity  of  communication. 

In  a  dispatch  from  Liord  Grenville,  dated 
the  20th  of  January,  this  proposal  was  declined 
on  the  part  of  the  English  government ;  and 
while  that  of  France  was  accused  of  having  en- 
tered into  a  systematic  defence  of  the  unpro- 
voked aggressions  that  had  taken  place  on  her 
part,  an  attempt  was  made  to  wipe  away  the  in- 
sinuation respecting  the  restoration  of  the  Bour-  ' 
bons,  by  protesting  once  more,  that  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  had  no  desire  whatever  to  prescribe 
to  any  foreign  nation  the  form  of  its  constitution. 

In  the  session  of  1799 — 1800,  parliament 
assembled  at  the  early  period  of  the  24th  of 
September,  and  after  having  passed  a  bill  through 
all  its  stages,  for  engrafting  a  large  proportion  of 
the  militia  into  the  regular  army,  the  two  houses 
adjourned  to  the  21st  of  January,  1800.  After  the 
adjournment,  the  first  subject  of  importance  that 
engaged  the  attention  of  parliament,  was  the 
correspondence  which  had  recently  taken  place 
between  the  British  and  the  French  governments. 

Ministers  inquired  what  possible  advantage 
could  result  from  a  negociation  with  France  at 
this  moment  ?  They  asked  whether  the  consular 
government  presented  a  greater  certainty  of  a 
favourable  termination  of  a  treaty,  than  any  of 
the  revolutionary  governments  which  had  pre- 
ceded it  ?  They  recapitulated  the  proceedings 
of  Bonaparte  at  Milan,  Modena,  Genoa,  Venice, 
Malta,  and  Egypt,  and  recurred  to  them  as  so 
many  unanswerable  arguments  against  any  con- 
fidential reliance  on.  the  advances  now  made  by 
that  general. 

(No.  22.) 


Mr.   Pitt,  vfith  his  accustiifeied  eloquence,  BOOK  II. 

declaimed  against  the  injustice  and  rapacity  of 

republican  France :     *'  You  <2annot,"  said  this  Chap.  XV. 
statesman,  "  look  at  the  map  of  Europe,  and  lay  ^^-^^v-^^.^ 
your  hand   upon   that   country  against    which      1800 
France  has  not  either  declared  an  open  and  ag- 
gressive war,  or  violated  some  positive  treaty, 
or  broken  some  recognized  principle  of  the  law  of  ^ 
nations.    The  all-searching  eye  of  the  French 
revolution  looks  to  every  part  of  Europe,  and  to 
every  quarter  of  the  world,  in  which  can  be  found 
any  object  of  acquisition  or  plunder.    Nothing  is 
too  great  for  the  temerity  of  its  ambition ;  nothing 
too  small  for  the  grasp  of  its  rapacity.     This  is 
the  spirit  whioh  animated  its  birth,  and  this  is 
the  spirit  which  will  not  desert  it  till  the  moment 
of  its  dissolution.     This  system  arose  out  of  the 
nature  of  the  revolution,  and  has  been  invariably 
pursued,  under  Brissot,  and  under  Robespierre, 
oy   Sieyes,  as  well  as  Barras.     At  present,  a 
supreme  power   is  placed  at    the  head  of  this 
nominal  republic,  with  a  more  open  avowal  of 
military    despotism  than  at  any  former  period. 
The  difierent   institutions,   republican   in   form 
and  appearance,    are    now  annihilated.      They 
have  g^ven  way  to   the  absolute  power  of  one      i 
man,  concentrating  in  himself  all  the  authorities 
of  the  state,  and  difiering  from  other  monarchs 
only  in  this,  that  he  wields  a  sword  instead  of 
a  sceptre.**    '^  Under  these  circumstances,*'  said 
Mr.  Pitt,  at  the  close  of  an  elaborate  speech,  ''I 
see  no  possibility  of  such  a  peace  as  will  be  at- 
tended with  established  tranquillitv ;    and  as  I 
cannot  be  content  with  its  nominal  attainment ; 
I  will  qot  grasp  at  the  shadow,  when  the  reality 
is  beyond  my  reach." 

Lord  Grenville  maintained  that  Bonaparte 
had  two  objects  in  his  late  proposition  :  the  one, 
to  slacken  the  efforts  of  the  British  nation ;  the 
other,  to  sow  jealousies  among  the  allies  of  Eng- 
land. **  This  same  individual,  now  so  desirous  of 
})eace,"  added  the  foreign^  secretary,  "  was 
brmerly  eager  to  conclude  the  treaty  of  Campo 
Formic,  for  the  express  purpose  of  employing 
all  the  forces  of  France  against  England.  It 
was  he  who,  contemplating  our  ruin  as  the  last 
exploit  of  bis  military  career,  sent  his  two  confi- 
dential agents,  BerUiier  and  Monge,  to  the  di- 
rectory, and  charged  the  latter  to  declare,  that 
the  French  republic  and  the  government  of  Eng- 
land were  incompatible  with  each  otlier." 

The  minority,  on  the  other  hand^  animad-     ^ 
verted  on  the  precipitation  of  ministers,  m  closing 
the  door  at  once  to  all  hopes  of  pacification.    The 
Duke  of  Bedford  reproached  them  with  a  desiga 
of  retarding  the  return  of  peace,  until  the  mo- ' 
ment  when,  passing  through  a  series  ofreyolu-. 
tions,  the  monarchy  of  France  should  be  restored. 
Considering  this  project'*  as  chimerical,  he  com- 
plained of  the  unnecessary  prolongation  df  the 
4L 
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BOOK  II.  "War  on  account  of  the  allies,  "vvhose  disiuterested- 
'  ness  and  constancy  had  not  been  experienced,! 

Chap.  XV.  and  at  a  time  too,  ^hen  the  situation  of  Ireland 
^^-^Tj^Jjy  was  eminently  critical,  and  the  taxes  were  becom- 
iQg  daily  more  burthensome. 

Mr.  Whitbread,  in  the  house  of  commons, 
endeavoured  to  prove,  by  a  recurrence  to  the 
history  of  the  contest,  that  the  French  republic 
was  not  the  only  country  which  had  infringed  the 
law  of  nations  ;  but  even  supposing  this  actually 
to  be  the  case,  that  consideration  a(d  not  prevent 
a  titled  ambassador  from  repairing  both  to  Paris 
and  to  Lisle, for  the  express  purpose  of  treating  for 
a  peace  with  a  government  avowedly  Jacobinical. 
Without  pretending  to  justify  the  usurpation  of 
Bonaparte,  he  remarked  that  too  general  a  stain 
bad  been  thrown  on  his  conduct  as  a  magistrate. 
Was  it  he  who  had  infringed  the  preliminaries  of 
the  treaty  of  Leoben,  and  the  armistice  with  the 
Archduke  Charles  ?  Was  it  he  to  whom  was  to 
be  imputed  the  transgression  of  the  treaty  of 
Camp^  Formio?  In  whatever  light  the  late 
expedition  to  Egypt  might  be  surveyed,  it  ought 
not  to  be  forgotten,  that  the  project  originated 
with  the  government  which  had  been  destroyed 
by  the  late  revolution  ;  and  if  this  event  interdict- 
ed negociation  w^h  the  first  consul,  the  dismem- 
berment of  Poland,  by  the  Emperors  of  Russia 
and  Germany,  and  the  King  of  Prussia,  ought 
equally  to  preclude  all  connection  with  these 
monarchs. 

Mr.  Fox,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Pitt,  said,  "  All 
parties  are  agreed  in  opinion,  that  the  present  is 
a  new  sera  of  the  war :  yet  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  does  not  seem  to  think  any  new  argu- 
ments necessary  to  induce  us  to  persevere  in  it. 
All  the  topics  which  have  so  often  nusled  us — all 
the  reasoning  which  has  so  invariably  failed — all 
the  lofty  predictions  which  have  been  so  constant- 
ly falsified  by  events — all  the  hopes  which  have 
amused  the  sang<uine,  and  all  the  assurances  of 
the  distress  and  weakness  of  the  enemy,  which 
have  satisfied  the  unthinking,  are  again  enumera- 
ted and  advanced  as  arguments  for  our  continuing 
the  war.    I  must  lament,  in  common  with  every 

Enuinefriend  of  peace,the  harsh  and  unconciliating 
iguage  which  ministers  have  made  use  of  in  their 
answer  to  a  respectful  offer  of  negociation.  Such 
language  has  ever  been  reprobated  and  consider- 
ed as  extremely  unwise,  by  the  most  celebrated 
diplomatic  characters.  But  ministers  tell  us  they 
have  not  refused  all  discussion.  Thay  have 
declared  the  restoration  of  the  house  of  Bourbon 
to  be  an  event  which  would  immediately  remove 
every  obstacle  to  negociation.  If  the  restoration 
of  that  house  be  the  wish  of  the  French  nation,  I, 
for  one,  shall  be  perfectly  content  to  acquiesce ; 
but  as  an  EngUshman,  actuated  by  English 
feelings,  I  cannot  wish  f^  their  restoration  to  the 
power  which  they  abused.  I  feel  for  their  situa- 


tion ;   I  respect  their  distresses ;  but  I  cannot 
forget,  that  the  history  of  the  ceotury  is  little  more 
than  an  account  of  the  calamities  arising  from 
their  intrigues.     But  it  is  held  to  be  a  d^rada- 
tion  to  treat  with  an  usurper,   a   military  despot, 
whose  power,  it  is  taken  for   granted,  vrill  be 
short-lived.    Was  not  the  goverpment  erected  bj 
Julius  Caesar  a  military  despotism  ?  and  yet,  it 
lasted  for  five  or  six  hundred  years.       Cromwell 
was  an  usurper,  yet  France  aod  Spain  did  not 
refuse  to  treat  with  him  upon  that  account.    We 
are  told  again,  that  Bonaparte  has  declared  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  the  two  governments  of  Great 
Britain  and  of  France  cannot    exist  together. 
Suppose  it  to  be  true  that  thi9  absurd  and  puerile 
assertion  was  actually  made  by  Bonaparte,  has 
not  the  right  honourable  the  cbauceUor  of  the 
exchequer  said  the  same  thin^  to  this  house  ?-- 
In  this  at  least  they  resemble  one  another ;  they 
have  both  made  this  assertion,  apd  they  are,  per- 
haps, the  only  two  persons  upon  earth  who  have 
adopted  this  preposterous  sentiment.     If  we  are  A 
to  reason  from  facts  instead  of  assertions,  I  sbooU  ' 
think  it  equally  the  interest  and  the  inclinatioo  rf 
Bonaparte  to  make  peace.    His  measure  of  miii- 
tary  glory  is  full :  it  may  be  tarnished  by  a  reverse 
of  fortune,  and  can  hardly  be  increased  by  any 
new  laurels  ;  peace  would  secure  to  him  what  he 
has  achieved,  and  fix  the  constancy  of  fortune. 
And  if  peace  be  of  so  much  importance  to  him, 
the  terms  of  peace  would  be  advantageous  to  this 
country.     But  if  another  appeal  be  made  to  the 
sword,  and   if  the  events  of  war  should  be  un- 
favourable to  Great  Britain  and  to  her  allies,  does 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  think  that  Bona* 
parte  will  grant  to  bafiled  insolence,  to  humbled 
pride,  to  disappointed  imbecility,  the  same  terms 
which  he  would  be  ready  to  give  now  ?**  Mr.  Fox 
concluded  this  memorable  speech,  which  embraced 
a  wide  field  of  argument,  and  comprehended  ft 
retrospect  of  the  events  of  the  last  ten  years,  io 
these  words :  ^'  I  have  discharged  my  duty,  I 
have  told  you  my  opinion.     I  think  you  ougbt  ta 
have  gi^en  a  civil,  clear,  and  explicit  answer  to 
the  overture  which  was  fairly  and  handsooaely 
made  to  you.  If  you  were  desirous  that  the  nego- 
ciation should  have  included  all  your  allies,  as  the 
means  of  bringing  about  a  general  peace,  jou 
should  have  tofd   Bonaparte  so  ;    but  I  believe 

{ou  were  afraid  of  his  agreeing  to  the  proposal* 
know  that  public  opinion,  if  it  could  be  collect- 
ed, would  be  for  peace  as  much  now  as  in  1797; 
and  I  know  that  it  is  only  by  public  opinion,  not 
by  a  sense  of  duty,  not  by  the  inclination  of  their 
minds,  that  ministers  will  be  brought,  if  ever,  to 
give  us  peace." 

The  conduct  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  ijt 
rejecting  the  overtures  made  by  the  first  consul, 
was  approved  of  by  decided  mcgorities  in  hoth 
houses,  aad  it  was  accordingly  iHletenniaed  t^ 
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oarry  on  the  war  od  a  large  an4  extensive 
scale.  To  enable  tlie  allies  to  brin|^  the  greatest 
possible  number  of  troops  into  the  field,  negocia- 
tions  were  immediately  entered  into  with  thc^ 
Kmperor,  the  Duke  of  Wirtembargy  a^nd  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria ;  the  army  of  Conde,  aqd  the 
Swiss  vegiment  of  Rovera,  were  also  taken  into 
the  pay  of  England,  and  it  was  proposed  and 
agreed  to  by  parliaments  to  enable  the  treasury 
to  advance  the  sum  of  half  a  .million  of  money, 
until  the  subsidiary  treaties  had  been  signed  and 
adjusted.  It  occasioned,  however,  no  small  sur- 
prise, to  find  that  the  Russian  forces,  which,  after 
servingin  Hollaiid,  had  been  quartered  during  the 
"winter  in  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  were  not  men- 
tioned upon  this  occasion ;  and  some  began  to 
surmise  that  the  Emperor  Paul  was  already  tired 
of  a  war  from  which  he  had  hitherto  derived 
neither  benefit  nor  glory. 

The  question  of  the  expediency  of  continuing 
the  war,  was  not  only  incidentally  introduced  in 
npost  of  the  debates  respecting,  the  foreign  sub- 
sidies, but  was  made  the  subject^  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  of  direct  and  formal  motions  by  the 
minority.  On  the  28th  of  February,  Mr.  Tier- 
ney  mo? ed,  ^  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house, 
that  it  is  unjust  and  unnecessary  to  continue  the 
war  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  monarchy  in 
France/  Ministers  indignantly  repelled  the  in- 
sinuation conveyed  in  these  terms,  and  denied 
that  the  restoration  of  monarchy  was  the  object  of 
the  war ;  they  opposed,  however,  Mr.  Tierney*8 
motion,  which  was  negatived  by  a  very  large  ma- 
jority. And  two  other  motions  of  similar  tendency 
underwent  the  same  fate  in  the  course  of  the 
session. 

The  late  expedition  to  Holland,  which  had 
terminated  in  many  respects  so  inauspiciously  to 
the  British  nation,  became  another  subject  of 
inquiry  and  crimination  against  ministers  ;  and 
on  the  10th  of  February,  Mr.  Sheridan  prefaced 
a  motion  for  examining  into  the  causes  of  the 
failure  of  the  late  expedition,  by  a  very  copious 
speech,  in  which  he  acquitted  the  commander-in- 
chief,  the  officers,  and  the  army,  who  had  been 
sent  to  the  Holder,  of  all  blame ;  and  attributed 
their  misfortunes  solely  to  the  impolicy  and  rash- 
ness of  ministers. 

Mr.  Dundas  took  the  lead  in  opposing  the 
motion  :  he  insisted  on  the  advantages  whi<&  had 
accrued  to  Britain  from  the  Dut^  expedition, 
particularly  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  and 
the  diversion  of  the  French  arms  from  the  Upper 
Rhine  to  Holland :  he  ob^jeeted  to  the  motion, 
however,  on  more  general  grounds,  as  it  consign*- 
ed  to  parliament  the  task  of  publicly  criticising 
military  operations,  which  was  not  their  duty  or 
department.  Such  investigations,  he  contended, 
could  produce  no  good,  and  would  only  clog  and 
harass  the  measures  of  government* 


Mr.    Tierney,    in    supporting  the  motion,  BOOK  II. 
declared,  ^^  that  the  capitulation  seemed  to  fix  an 
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indelible  stain  on  the  national  character,  and  Cbap.  XV. 
inflict  a  deep  wound  on  the  British  soldier's 
honour.  We  owed  it  to  our  sovereign  and  our 
country,  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  dis- 
grace ;  and  if  the  expedition  had  failed  through  the 
folly  of  those  who  had  planned  it,  to  drag  their 
ddinquency  to  the  light" 

Mr.  Percival  allowed,  ^'  that  capitulation,  ab- 
stractedly considered,  was  not  an  honourable  con- 
elusion  to  a  military  expedition  :  but,  this  was  a 
mere  abstract  consideration.  Two  of  the  grand 
objects  of  the  expedition  had  been  attained.  The 
Dutch  fleet  was  captured,  and  a  strong  diversion 
effected  in  favour  of  the  allies.  The  third  objeci 
had  been  found  unattainable,  and  the  expedient 
whiioh-  had  been  adopted  for  saving  the  troops, 
was  not  disgraceful,  because  it  was  merely  an> 
adaptation  to  the  imperious  necessity  of  circum- 
stances, and  because  much  bei^efit  had  been 
already  reaped  from  the  invasion  of  Holland.^'  On 
a  division  of  the  house  there  appeared  for  Mr. 
Sheridan's  motion  45,  against  it  216. 

The  subject  excited  a  still  more  animated  dis- 
cussion in  the  house  of  peers,  where  a  similar 
motion  was  introduced  by  LordvHoUand.  ^^  We 
kuowV'  said  his  lordship,  '^  that  it  is  natural  to  im- 
pute the  blame  of  unsuecessful  expeditions  to  the 
commander-in-chief.  In  this, country  it  may  not 
be  so  imputed ;  but  in  Europe  the  charge  will  be 
made,  and  it  stands  supported  by  the  statements 
of  a  Russian  general  in  the  Petersburgh  gazette. 
It  is  necessary  to  demonstrate  the  truth  by  a  fair 
investigation.  At  a  moment  especially,,  when  it 
is  decided  that  the  war  is  to  be  renewed,  and 
when  new  expeditions  are  rumoured  to  be  in  view^ 
it  is  more  than  ever  important  to  prove  how  much, 
or  how  little,  of  tiie  public  confidence  is  due  to 
the  errors  of  those  who  are  to  sketch  the  outlines 
of  our  future  warfare.'* 

Earl  Moira  coincided  with  the  sentiments  of 
the  noble  lord  who  had  mude  the  motion  respect- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  illustrious  personage  wha 
bad  headed  the  expedition »  but  objected  to  the 
motion,  as  tending  to  elicit  information  respecting, 
the  state  of  our  secret  friends  in  Holland,  which 
ought  not,  in  justice  to  them^  to  be  brought  for- 
ward. The  hopes  of  the  expedition  were  con- 
fessedly built  on  the  co-operation  of  the  Dutch ; 
to  determine  the  peculiar  causes  why  the  expected 
aid  from  that  quarter  had  been  disappointed^ 
would  produce  the  disclosure  of  wants  and  cir-* 
cumstances,  which  it  would  be  cruelty  to  our  par- 
tieans  in  Holland  to  make  public^  and  impolitic, 
with  regard  to  ourselves,  as  it  might  defeat  the, 
eventual  success  of  similar  (Operations. 

The  military  and  naval  forces  appointed  for 
the  service  of  the  year  1800,  were  nearly  the  same 
lis  in  the  £Drmer  year.    Mr.  Pitt^  in  detailing  thck 
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BOOK  II.  means  for  raising^  this  supply,  estimated  the  in- 
■  come  tax  at  fiye  millious  three  hundred  thousand 

Chip.  XT.  pounds,  exclusive  of  one  million  seven  hundred 
'"— ^^^"•^  thousand  pounds,  appropriated  to  the  paynaent 
1800  0f  interest  for  thirty-two  millions  and  a  half, 
hut  he  expressed  the  strongest  expectation,  that 
it  would  turn  out  to  a  better  account.  He  had 
negociated  a  loan  of  eighteen  million  pounds,  but 
the  assignment  of  one  million  seven  hundred 
thousand  pounds  of  the  income  tax,  to  the  pay* 
ment  of  a  part  of  the  interest,  rendered  three 
hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  pounds  sufficient 
for  the  remainder.  The  consolidated  fund  he 
reckoned  at  about  four  millions ;  exchequer  bills 
three  millions ;  and  an  advance  of  three  mil* 
lions,  bearing  no  interest  for  six  years,  from  the 
bank,  as  a  premium  for  the  renewal  of  the  char* 
ter  for  twenty-one  years,  which,  together  with 
the  loan,  made  up  the  sum  of  thirty-nine  millions 
five  hundred  thousand  pounds.  These  financial 
proposals,  which  underwent  a  variety  of  stric- 
tures from  the  vigilant  observation  of  Mr.  Tier- 
ney,  were  ultimately  carried. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  Mr.  Pitt  having 
moved  for  an  advance  of  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  to  the  emperor ;  it  was  opposed  with  great 
energy  by  Mr.  Tiemey ;  who  conjured  the  house 
to  recollect  that  the  war  had  now  continued  seven 
years,  at  the  expense  of  two  hundred  millions, 
on  the  pretext  of  its  being  just  and  necessary. 
Just  it  could  not  be,  if  tlieobjeet  of  it  were  to  force 
upon  the  French  nation  the  restoration  of  the 
Bourbons ;  nor  necessary,  because  we  had  re- 
fused to  negociate  when  the  opportunity  was 
presented  to  us.  If  this  sum  were  granted, 
much  larger  demands  would  follow;  and  thus 
we  were  to  lavish  our  blood  and  treasure  in  a 
cause  for  which  no  one  plain,  satisfactory,  in- 
telligible reason  could  be  assigned,  and  he  defied 
the  minister  to  name  it. 

Mr.  Pitt  rose,  and  declared  that  he  found  no 
difficulty  in  stating  the  object  of  the  war  in  a 
single  sentence,  nay,  even  in  a  single  word — 
SECURITY.  It  was  also  more  than  this :  it  was 
security  against  a  danger  the  greatest  that  had 
ever  threatened  the  world :  a  danger  which  never 
existed  before  in  any  period  of  society ;  which 
had  been  felt  and  resisted  by  all  the  nations  of 
Ekirope,  but  by  none  so  succe^^sfuliy  and  uniform- 
ly as  our  own.  Our  resistance  had  not  been 
confined  to  external  force,  it  had  joined  internal 
policy  and  wise  legislative  measures,  to  oppose 
jacobinism  in  the  bosom  (he  was  sorry  to  have 
found  it  there)  of  our  own  country.  How  was 
it  discovered  that  jacobinism  had  disappeared 
in  France  ?  It  was  now  centered  in  one  man, 
nursed  in  its  school,  who  had  gained  celebrity 
under  its  auspices,  and  was  at  once  the  child  and 
the  dhampion  of  its  atrocities-^Bonaparle.  Our 
secuirity  in  negociation  was  to  be  this  man,  who 


was  at  the  present  moment  the  organ  of  all  that 
was  destructive  in  the  revolution.  Granting  that 
two  hundred  millions  had  been  expended  for  the 
words  '^  just  and  necessary,^'  they  had  been 
expended  for  the  best  of  causes — to  protect 
the  dearest  rights,  to  defend  the  most  valua- 
ble privileges, — ^the  laws,  the  liberties,  the  hap- 
piness of  our  country ;  and,  for  such  objects, 
as  much  more  would  we  spend,  and  as  much 
more  could  we  find. 

On  the  annual  motion  for  the  renewal  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  suspension  act,  in  the  course  of 
this  month,  a  warm  debate  ensued  ;  and  it  was 
declared  by  Mr.  Sheridan  to  be  better  to  re- 
peal the  Habeas  Corpus  act  at  once,  than  thus 
msidiously  to  undermine  it.  No  conspiracy,  as 
ministers  well  knew,  at  this  time  existed  ;  and  it 
was  monstrous,  that  persons  should  be  confined 
for  so  many  years  without  being  brought  to  trial, 
or  scarcely  knowing  of  what  they  were  accused. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  said,  he  had  not  lan- 
guage to  express  his  feelings  on  these  repeated 
suspensions  of  the  Habeas  Corpus.  When  that 
act  was  removed,  little  difference  was  left  be- 
tween our  own  and  any  other  government.  He 
solemnly  protested  his  belief,  that  ministers  were 
afraid  to  bring  the  persons  accused  to  triaL  He 
affirmed,  that,  so  far  as  he  could  judge,  their  in- 
nocence was  their  crime ;  and  who,  he  asked, 
could  doubt  of  their  being  brought  to  trial,  if  any 
traitorous  design  could  be  proved  against^hem  ? 
He  demanded  a  trial  for  them  ;  and  enforced  this 
natural  claim  of  justice,  by  relating  to  -the 
house  divers  horrid  abuses  of  power,  which  to 
bis  own  knowledge  had  been  committed  under 
the  suspension. — '^  What,*'  exclaimed  tliis  ardent 
patriot,  ^^  would  the  immortal  Chatham  have 
said,  on  the  recital  of  such  oppression  ?  The 
thunder  of  his  eloquence  woiUd  have  shaken 
the  house.  In  his  estimation,  the  cottage  of 
the  peasant  was  as  sacred  as  the  palace  of  the 
king.  He  would  have  raised  a  storm,  from 
which  ministers  would  gladly  have  screened 
their  heads.*' 

In  the  bouse  of  lords  this  measure  was  again 
vigorously  opposed,  by  the  Lords  King  and  Hol- 
land ;  but  it  finally  passed  both  houses  by  great 
and  decided  majorities. 

Towards  the  end  of  March,  Mr.  Dundas 
stated,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  the 

frosperons  condition  of  the  East  India  company, 
le  admitted  the  increase  of  debts  and  the  de- 
crease of  assets  in  India  and  China  to  the 
amount  of  two  millions  seven  hundred  thonsaad 
pounds ;  but  the  ino^ase  of  assets  and  the  de- 
crease of  debt  in  Europe  he  computed  at  about 
three  millions  eight  hundred  thousand  poonds ; 
so  that  the  company  had  gained,  upon  the  ba- 
lance, a  million  and  upwards,  in  the  coarse  of 

5 


OP  T»S   ^ftKNeH   BfiVOLUTK^. 


aid 


cxaBEsasssc 


T»S- 


the  year  :  but  the  charges  of  the  late  war  ^ere 
not  yet  a9certained ! 

The  tirtual  rejeotioiLby  the  Irish  parliament, 
daring  the  le^t  session,  of  the  overture  made  by 
Great  Britain  towards  the  aoeoinplishment  of  a 
iegislative  and  incorporative  union  of  the  two 
kingdoms,  would  have  sufficed  to  deter  a  less 
intrepid  and  persevering  minister  than  Mr.  Pitt, 
from  the  prosecution  of  so  great  and  difficult  a 
project ;  but  it  was  the  characteristic  of  bis 
genius  to  arm  and  fortify  itself  ajpiiast  all  resist- 
unee,  tp  contemn  all  obstacles,  and  to  defy  all 
opposition. 

On  the  15.th  of  January*  IBOO,   the  Irish 

Earliament .  met  at  Dublin.  In  the  speech  de« 
yered  by  Lord  CornwaUis  on  that  occasion,  he 
m^de  no  fillusion^to  the  project  in  contemplation, 
As  it  was,  however,  well  known  that  it  would 
at  a  very  early  period  be  revived,  a  resolution 
was  taken,  by  the  members  in  the  contrary  in« 
terest,  to  oppose  it  in  limne;  and  when  the  ad- 
dress of  thanks  waa  prppo^  by  Lord  Loftus, 
6ir  Lawrence  Parsons  moyed  ap  amendment, 
annexing  to-tiie  wish  of  perpetuating  a  constitu- 
tional connection  with  Great  Britain,  an  equal 
solicitude  for  the  preservation  of  an  independent 
resident  pi^rliament.  A  violent  debate  ensued, 
which  was  rendered  very  memorable  by  a  most 
(d»le  and  ardent  speech  of  Mr.  Grattan,  who  sup- 
ported the  amendment  with  aU  the  powers  of  his 
superior  talents  and  eloquence.  In  the  first  part 
of  this  elaborate  harangue,  he  endeavoured  to 
prove  that  the  final  adjustment  of  1782  excluded 
the  idea  of  any  ulterior  arratigement ;  and  he 
absolutely  denied  the  oompetenir^  of  parliament 
to  annihilate  its  own  existence.  The  incompati- 
bility of  independent  legislatures  in  the  same 
empire,  had  oeen,  be  affirmed,  the  doctrine 
which  lost  America ;  and  an  imperial  parliament 
was  once  more  to  take  its  bloody  station  in  the 
pages  of  the  minister.  ^^  How  strange  were  the 
ideas  which  the  minister  entertained  of  the  func- 
tions of  an  Irish  parliament ! — it  was  incompe- 
tent to  regukUe  the  commerce  of  the  country — it 
was  omnipotent  to  overturn  her  constitution ;  it 
was  inadequate  to  protect — almighty  only  to 
subvert  and  destroy. 

*^  The  constitution  which  be  is  now  attempt- 
ing to  destroy,  is  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  empire ; 
dear  from  its  violation—rdear  in  its  recovery. 
Its  restoration  cost  Ireland  her  noblest  effiirts. 
It  is  the  habitation  of  her  loyalty,  as  well  as  of 
her  liberty;  her  temple  of  fame,  as  well  as  of 
freedom.  But  ihe  field  of  imagination  is  that 
in  which  the  British  minister  delights  to  rove; 
and  by  holding  out  visionary  prospects  and  pro- 
mises, he  hopes  ultimately  to  accomplish  his  de- 
signs. Where,  indeed,  he  is  to  extinguish  our 
power  of  legislation,  to  abrogate  our  highest 
Qomt  of  judicature,  to  extort  from  w^  by  a  finan* 
(No.  22.)     ^ 


pial  agreement,  a  perpetual  tribute,  he  is  sjtoge-  BOOK  IL 

ther  a  matter-of-fact  man :  but  when  he  is  to 

provide  a  coippensation  for  aU  this  prodigality  of  Chap.  XV. 
concession,  Uien  he  becomes  wholly  poetic  and  '^^^^JJJT**^ 
prophetic;  fancy  gives  him  her  wand — ^Amal-  *®^ 
then  takes  him  b^  the  hand — Ceres  follows  iii  his 
train :  the  English  capitalist  and  manufacturer 
will  leave  his  mines^  his  machinery,  his  comforts, 
^nd  his  habits  ;  he  will  conquer  bis  prejudices 
and  prepossessions,  and  come  over  to  Ireland 
with  a  generous  design  to  give  her  commerce  for 
her  lost  constitution.  A  man  who  reasons,  may 
be  answered  by  reasoning ;  but  the  minister  in 
all  this  does  not  argue>  but  foretel :  now  you  can- 
not confute  a  prophet — you  can  only  disbelieve 
him.  It  forms  the  genuine  harmony  pf  the  state, 
when  the  rich  encourage  and  employ  the  poor, 
and  the  poor  with  confidence  look  up  to  the 
watchful  care  and  guardian  '  protection  of  the 
rich ;  both  concurring  to  the  same  end,  form  that 
grand  column  of  society,  ^  where  all  below  is 
strength,  and  all  above  is  grace.'  How  does  the 
minister's  plan  accomplish  this  ?  He  takes  away 
our  gentlemen  and  nobles,  and  supplies  their 
place  by  English  factors  and  commercial  adven- 
turefs.  This  minister  proposes  to  you  to  give 
HP  the  ancient  inheritance  of  your  country — to 
proclaim  an  utter  inciipacity  to  make  laws  for 
your  own  people  ; — ^and  is  this  no  attack  upon  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  lungdpm  ?  The  thing 
which  he  proposes  to  buy,  cannot  be  sold — 
liberty  !  and  t^is  propositions  are  built , upon  no^ 
thing  but  ^our  dishonour.  I  have  hestfd  of  par- 
liaments impeaching  ministers,  but  here  is  a 
minister  who  impeaches  parliament;  nay,  the 
parliamentary  constitution  itself:  and  he  pro- 
poses to  you  to  substitute  the  British  parliament 
m  your  place  ;.to  destroy  the  body  which  restored 
your  liberties,  and  to  restbre  that  body  which 
destroyed  them.  Against  such  a  proposition, 
were  I  expiring  on  the  floor,  I  should  beg  to 
utter,  my  last  breath,  and  to  record  my  dying 
testimony.'* 

Tliis  brilliant  declamation  was  answered,  ip 
a  speech  less  eloquent  than  argumentative,  by 
the  new  chancellor  of  tlie  exchequer,  Mr.  Corry  ; 
and  the  debate  was  prolonged  till  ten  the  next 
morning,  when  there  appeared  to  be  9G  votes 
.only  in  favour  of  the  ameudment>  to  138  whp 
supported  the  address  in  its  original  form. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  a  message  from  tl^e  • 
lord-lieutenant  was  delivered  to  each  house  of 
parliament,  intimating  the  king^s  desire  that  tl^e 
resolutions  passed  by  the  parliament  of  Gre^t 
Britain  should  be  submitted  to  the  attentive 
consideration  of  the  Irish  legislature ;  and  e^** 
pressing  his  hope  that  the  great  object  to  whi^h 
they  related,  might  be  matured  and  completed 
by  the  wisdonp  of  the  two  parliaments,  and  the 
loyal  eoncurrence  of  t}ie  people,      Oo  this  great 
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BOOK  II.  occasion,  the  secretary  of  state^  Lotd  Casde^. 
'■  '■  reagh,  to  trhose  able  management  the  hnsriness 

Chap.  XT.  iri&s  intrusted,  arose,  and,  in  a  well-digested 
^"^"^r^^-  spies^ch,  entered  into  a  very  comprehensite  Tiew  of 
1800  {jie  measure  proposed,  recommending  it  by  arga- 
tnents  analogous  to  those  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  oth^ 
advocates  of  the  union  in  the  British  parliament 
On  the  other  hand,  those  arguments  were  con- 
tested, with  at  least  equ2d  ability,  by  the  princi- 
pal leaders  of  the  opposition. 

On  moving  the  first  resolution,  after  a  vehe- 
ment debate,  the  numbers  were,  in  favour  of  the 
court  ISS,  against  it  115.*  The  tumults  of  the 
populace  of  Dublin  were  upon  this  occasion  very 
alarming  ;  and  a  military  guard  of  cavalry  was 
found  necessary  to  preserve  the  parliamentary 
advocates  of  the  union  from  personal  insult  and 
violence. 

On  the  lOtli  of  February,  the  business  was 
once  more  intreduced  into  the  house  of  peers  by 
the  Earl  of  Clare,  late  Lord  Pitzgibbon,  chan- 
cellor of  Ireland,  in  a  speech  of  extraordinary 
ability,  and,  in  certain  points  of  view,  of  distin- 
guished excellence ;  but  contaminated  by  a 
wretched  spirit  of  bigotry  and  malignity,  and 
i&bounding  with  personalities  unknown  -to  the 
dignified  and  decorous  proceedings  of  the  British 
house  of  peers,  and  which  it  would  pollute  the 
page  of  history  to  notice.  On  moving  tiie  first 
veisolution,  this  nobleman  declared  himself  ^^  8a«» 
tisfied  in  his  judgment  and  conscience,  from 
an  attentive  observation  of  what  had  paosed  in 
Ireland  for  the  last  twenty  jears,  that  tiie  exist- 
ence of  her  independent  parhament  had  gradually 
led  to  her  recent  and  bitter  calamities.^*  And  lie 
avowed  that  he  had,  for  the  preceding  veven 
years,  pressed  upon  ministers  the  urgent  neces- 
sity of  imioti,  as  the  last  remaining  resource  to 
"preserve  this  connftry  to  the  British  crown. 

No  peet  in  opposition  ventured  on  this  oc- 
Scasibn  formally  to  enter  the  liists  against  this 
^distinguished  orator.     The  Lords  Dillon,  Po- 
werscourt,  Famham,  and  Bdlamont,  however, 
-declared  in  successive  speeches  their  disapproba- 
tion of  the  measure ;  which  was  defended  oy  the 
law  Lords  Carleton  and  Kilwarden,  and  various 
other   peers:     after  which,    the  question  upon 
'the  first  resolution  was  put,  and  passed  the  house 
'by  a  majority  of  seventy -five  to  twenty-six  voices. 
The   succeeding   resolutions    were  in  the 
bourse  of  a  few  we^s  carried  through  this  house 
with  the  same    or  gpreater^fiicility.      The  dis- 
cussion of  the  fourth  resolution,   upon  the  32d 
of  March,  was  signalized  by  a  masteriy  speech 
of  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  Yelverton,  whose  cha- 
racteristic liberality  had  happily  preserved  him, 
throughout  the  late  scenes  of  distraction,  from 
the  disgp*ace  of  perverthig  his  talents  to  serve 
the  purposes  of  any  party.    ^^  The  great  value  of 
ib^  arrangement  of  1763,  wUch  he  bad  assisted 


in  forming,*'  -  his-  lordship  said,  ^^  was,  that  it 
placed  the  Irish. on  a  prpud  footing  of  national 
and  legiriiative  independence,  and  enabled  them 
toM^ay^nipon  what  terms  they  were  willing  to 
unite ;  whereas,  if  that  adjustment  had  not  t>c- 
curred,  they  would,  perhaps^  befens  this  tima, 
have  yielded  to  an  union  of  subjection,  not  an 
union  of  equality.  Their  independence  had 
never  since  been  violated ;  and  they  were  not 
now  desired  to  give  up  their  legislative  rights, 
but  to  perpetuate  them  by  union.  Their  lib^les 
would  not  be  annihilated,  but  would  be  rendered 
immortal,  by  being  placed  on  the  same  brpad 
basis  with  those  of  Great  Britain.  His  lordship 
asserted  thfe  perfect  competenceof  the  two  par- 
liaments to  enact  the  proposed  measure,  if  con-> 
duciTe  to  the  welfi^^e  ana  happiness  of  the  two 
nations.  To  doubt  the  competency  of  the  two 
legislatures  to  firame  such  a  law,  was  to  doubt 
their  competency  to  answer  the  ends  of  their 
institution. — ^The  question  was  then  put,  and  car- 
ried by  9  great  majority,  that  twenty-eight  tem-^ 
poral  and  four  spiritual  peers  should  represent 
Ireland  in  the  imperial  parliamiM;  with  an 
amendment,  importing  that,  on  the  extinction  of 
three  Irish  peerages,  one  might  be  created,  till  the 
number  was  remiced  to  a  hundred,  and  after- 
wards one  for  every  failure. 

In  the  course  of  these  debates  three  diflferent 
protests,  drawn  with  vigour  and  ability,  were 
entered  upon  the  journals  of  the  house,  signed  by 
the  Duke  of  Leinst^,  the  Marquis  of  I>own- 
^hire,  the  Lords  Pery  and  Moira,  the  Bishop 
of  Down,  and  about  twenty  other  peers,  ex^ 
pressive  of  tiieir  highest  indignation  at  these 
proceedings. 

On  tbe  17fh  of  February,  the  house  of  com- 
mons being  in  a  general  committee,  Mr.  Corry, 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  made  an  able  speech 
in  vindication  of  the  measure,  blended  howev^, 
agreeably  to  the  too  frequent  custom  of  the  Irish 
parliament,  with  virulent  party  and  personal  re- 
flections. Mr.  Grattan  retorting  in  high  and 
bitter  language,  a  vehement  altercation  arose, 
which  was,  in  the  sequel,  productive  of  a  chal- 
'lenge  from  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to 
that  gentleman ;  and  a  duel  ensued,  in  which 
'five  shots  were  exchanged,  and  by  which  Mr. 
Corry  was  wounded,  though  not  dangerously* 

Aftier  a  debate  no  less  vehement  than  any  of 
the  former,  the  question  of  adjournment  was 

}»ut  and  negatived  ;  and  the  first  of  January 
isUowing  fixed  as  the  »ra  whence  the  nuion  of 
the  two  >  kingdoms  was  to  date  its  commence- 
ment. From  this  period  the  debates,  referring 
merely  to  the  details  of  the  treaty^  cease  to  be  the 
proper  topics  of  general  history.  The  last  great 
tSSoH  on  the  part  of  the  opposition  was  made  on 
the  I8th  of  March,  when  Sir  John.Parnell  moved 
that  the  king  should  be  requested  to  convene « 
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new  parliament  before  anj  final  arraiiTOineDt  of 
the  anion  should  be  adopted.  And  Sir  Lawrence 
farsons,  arguing  in  support  of  the  moition^  de- 
clared, *'  that,  sensible  as  he  was  of  the  ereat 
influence  of  the  crown  in  the  choice  of  members, 
he  was  nevertheless  willing  to  put  the  fate  of  the 
question  on  the  election  of  a  new  parliament. 
The  venerable  Saurin,  the  father  of  tiie  Irish 
bar,  also,  on  the  same  side,  urged  the  expe- 
diency of  attending  to  the  sense  of  the  nation ; 
tind,  in  the  spirit  of  Somers  and  Locke,  he 
maintained,  that  if  laws  should  be  enacted  in 
opposition  te  the  public  will  constitutionally  ex- 
pressed, thev  would  not  be  obligatory,  and  the 
right  of  resistance  would  revert  to  the  people. 
The  solicitor-general,  rising  in  the  warmth  of 
passion,  accused  the  father  of  the  bar  of  un- 
furling the  bloody  flag  of  rebellion :  however, 
Mr.  Egan  not  only  vindicated  the  expression,  but 
retorted  the  accusation,  by  charging  the  ministry 
with  unfurling  the  flag  of  prostitution  and  corrup- 
tion. On  the  division,  there  appeared  104  voices 
for  the  motion,  agaiDst.150  who  opposed  it.  On 
the  27th  of  March,  the  whole  business  beiifig 
completed,  Lord  Castlereagh  moved  an  address 
to  his  msyesty  from  the  commons,  declaratory  of 
their  approfbatibn  of  the  resolutions  transmitted 
.to  them,  ^^  which  they  considered  as  wisely  cal- 
culated to  form  the  basis  of  a  complete  and 
entire  union  of  the  two  legislatures :  that  by 
.those  propositions  they  had  oeen  guided  in  their 
proceedings ;  and  that  the  resolutions  now  ofibred 
'were  those  articles  which,  if  approved  by  the 
lords  and  commons  of  Great  Britain,  they  were 
ready  to  confirm  and  ratify,  in  order  that  the 
same  might  be  established  for  ever  by  the  mutual 
consent  of  both  parliaments.'^  This  address 
leing  agreed  to  by  the  two  houses,  was  immedi- 
ately transmitted  by  Marquis  Comwallis^  the 
lord-lieutenant,  to  cSngland. 

On  the  M  of  April,  the  joint  address  of  the 
Irish  legislature  was  the  subject  of  a  message 
from  his  majesty  to  both  houses  of  the  British 
parliament.  The  measure  was  opposed  in  the 
house  of  peers  by  Lord  Holland.  He  contended 
that  an  union  would  not  operate  as  a  remedy  for 
the  discontents  of  the  various  descriptions  of  the 
Hibernian  community.  It  would  not  insure  a 
redress  of  grievances,  but  would  increase  that 
influence  which  was  already  the  object  of  general 
complaint.  It  was  evidently  offensive  to  the 
great  body  of  the  Irish ;  and  if  it  should  be  car- 
ried into  effect  against  the  sense  of  the  people,  it 
would  endanger  the  connection  between  the 
countries,  and  might  produce  irreparable  mischief. 

Lord  Grenville  thought  it  unnecessary  to 

debate  the  principles  of  an  union,  as  no  question 

had  ever  been  more  amply  discussed  in  the^history 

of  parliament.     He  defended  the  measure  as 

"beneficial  to  both  kingdoms.    Adverting  to  the 


argument  of  the  noble  lord,  that  the  introdaction  BOOK  H. 

of  Irish  members  wouM  fortify  the  influence  of 

the  crown,  he  observed,  that  the  mode  chalked  Chap.  XV. 
out  for  the  election  of  inembers  was  such,  under    'T-jj^^ 
the  genuine  principles  of  the  British  constitutioii,      *®w 
as* would  render  them  free  from  the  shadow  of 
corrupt  imputation.     The  mode  of  electing  the 
peers  was  equally  unobjectionable ;  it  rendered 
their  seats  as  independent  of  the  crown  as  those  of 
the  British  aristocracy,  as  they  were  chosen  to  sit 
for  life.     On  a  division,  only  three  peers,  the 
Earl  of  Derby,  and  the  Lords  Holland  and  Kingt 
voted  against  the  motion,  while  eighty-two  sup- 
ported it. 

On  die  same  day,  Mr.  Pitt  delivered  his 
sentiments  in  favour  of  the  union  to  the  house  of 
commons,  assembled  in  committee.  Assuming 
the  sense  of  the  house  to  be  determinately  favour- 
able to  the  measure,  he  proceeded  to  discuss  the 
particular  manner  of  carrying  it  into  efiect.  As 
to  the  propriety  of  allowing  one  hundred  Irish 
members  to  sit  in  the  imperial  parliament,  though 
the  particular  number  might  not  be  of  the  first 
importance,  he  thought  it  sufficiently  suited  the 
proportional  contribution  of  the  two  countries  to 
the  public  eiugencies  of  the  empire.  The  mode 
of  selection  was  the  next  point.  He  wished  not 
to  augment  the  influence  of  the  crown.  The 
selection  adopted  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
was  rather  calculated  to  favour  the  popular 
interest.  The  members  for  counties  and  princi- 
pal  cities  would  be  sixty-eight ;  the  rest  would 
be  deputed  by  towns  the  most  considerable  in 
population  and  wealth.  Thus,  the  choice  would 
provide  at  once  for  the  security  of  the  landed 
interest,  and  for  the  convenience  of  local  informa- 
tion ;  and  as  the  proposed  addition  would  not 
make  any  change  in  the  internal  form  of  British 
representation,  it  would  entail  none  of  those  dan* 
^ers  which  might  attend  innovation.  It  would 
not  expose  us  to  the  dangers  of  political  «xperi«- 
ments,  under  the  specious  name  of  reform ) 
experiments  which,  whatever  his  opinion  respect^- 
ing  reform  miffht  have  once  been,  he  was  now  con* 
vioced  would  be  hazardous  in  the  present  circum^ 
stances. 

As  it  might  be  wished  that  very  few  of  the 
members  thus  sent  from  Ireland  should  hold  p1a6es 
under  the  crown,  he  proposed  that  the  number 
entitled  to  be  placemen  should  be  limited  to 
twenty,  and  that  the  imperial  pariiament  should 
afterwards  regulate  this  pointy  as  circumBtances 
might  suggest. 

The  number  of  peers  who  should  represent 
the  whole  body  of  the  Irish  nobility,  was  fixed, 
"he  thought  very  properly,  at  thirty.  Four  would 
suffice  to  inform  the  parliament  of  the  state  of  the 
diurch ;  and  the  rest  would  form  a  fair  propor- 
tion, considered  with  reference  to  the  case  of 
Scotland,  and  to  ^  number  of  the  Irish  com* 
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life,  he  reeonuoQended  as  a  mode » more  conform- 

Chap.  XV.  able  to  the  spirit  of  uobility,  tbau  that  which  was 
^^iMMv^^  settled  at  the  Scottish  union.    Tfb©  right  reserved 
1800'     fm^  Irish  peers,  to  sit  in  the  bouse  of  commons, 
as  representatives  of  the  counties  or  towns  of 
Great  Britain,  would  furnish  them  with  opportuni- 
ties  of  acquiring    parliamentary    and    political 
experience,  and  would  render  them  fitter  to  serve 
tiieir  country,  when  called  to  a  bigbei' .assembly. 
^  The  permissioti  of  creating  new  p^rs  for  Ireland 
'  he  also  justified;  for  tbou|^  in   Scotland    the 
peerage  might  long  maintain  itself  without  any 
accession,  from   the  great  extent  of  inheritance 
allowed  by  the  patents,  there  was  a  risk  of  the 
Irish  peerage  fast  diminishing,  uiUess  it  were  re- 
cruited, on  acpowt  of  the  vegry  .limited  nature  of 
the  successions. 

In  the  article  respecting  the  church,  he  no- 
ticed .the  clause  introduced  by  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  providing  for  the  presence  of  the  clergy 
of  that  country  at  convocations  which  might  oe 
held  in  this  island,  and  the  propriety  of  leaving 
to  the  imperial  legislature  the  uiscussion  of  the 
claims  of^  the  catholics  to  future  ^nancipation. 

The  next  article,  he  observed,  would  grant 
a  general  free<lom  of  trade,  with  only  «ich  ex* 
cep^ions  as  might  secure  vested  capital,  and  pre- 
vent a  great  shock  to  any  particular  manufacture, 
or  to  popular  fears  and  prejudice.  It  was  stipu^* 
lated,  that  almpst  all  prohibitions  should  be  re-^ 
pealed,  and  that  only  protecting  duties  to  a 
small  amount  should  be  imposed  on  some  few 
.  articles.  If  the  British .  nianufactures  should 
sustain  partial  loss  in  consequence  of  any  of 
the  new  regulations,  their  liberality  woidd  induce 
them  to  consider  it  as  compensated  by  general 
advantage. 

These  observations  convey  the  substance  of 
many  of  the  leading  argmnents  of  the  great 
speaker  who  thus  developed  the  plan  of  the 
union,  although  they  are  stripped,  in  their  pre- 
sent shape,  of  those  graces  which  enforced  then^. 
The  most  elaborate  answer  to  the  minister, 
in  opposition  to  the  plan  of  the  union,  wa^ 
delivered  by  Mr.  Grey.  His  principal- objections 
were  founded  on  the  unpopularity  of  the  union 
pmong  the  Irish  people ;  on  the  means  of  corr 
Tuption  and  intimidation  which  had  been  used  to 
accomplish  the  measure ;  and  the  great  dissimi- 
larity between  the  case  of  Ireland  and  that  of 
Scotland,  with  respect  to  incorporating  with 
England  ;  an  argument  which  he  chiefly  directed 
against  those  suppoKers  of  the  measure  who  had 
ascribed  the  progress  of  Scottish  prosperity  to 
the  dissolution  of  her  native  parliament.  A  mo- 
tion of  Air.  Grey,  for  limitmg  the  number  of 
Irish  placemen,  who  should  sit  in  the  united  par- 
liament, to  nineteen,  instead  of  twenty,  was 
negatived  without  a  division. 


On  the  28th  of  April  the  house  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  sixth  article,  respecting 
the  fair  participation  of  Ireland   in  commercial 
privileges ;   upon  which  occasion  Mr.  Law  and. 
Mr.  Plumer  appeared  at  the  bar,  as  counsel  for 
certain    petitioners    concerned    in  the    woolleiv 
manufactures  established  in  the  north  and  west 
of  England,  who  were  filled  with  most  alarming' 
apprehensions    at    that   part    of  the  resolution 
which  legalized  the  exportation  of  English  wool 
in  its  raw  state  to  Ireland.    A  capital  of  twenty 
millions,  according   to    the  statement  made  to^ 
the  house,    was  engaged  in  the  woollen  trade  ^ 
and  if  the  jresolution  now  proposed  were  to  pass 
into  a  law,   this  immense    property    might    be 
nearly    anniliilated.      A  great    number  of  wit^ 
nesses.were  examined  in  support  of  the  allega- 
tions of  the  petition  ;  and  Mr.  Wilberforce,  as 
member   for    Xorkslilre,  expatiated    largely  on 
the  pernicious  consequences  of  permitting    this 
proposed    unlimited  exportation.      He  allowed, 
that  to  expect  Ireland,  as  at  present,  to  suffer    ^k 
the  exportation  of  her  wool  to  England,  would    ^f 
be  unreasonable,  while  that  of  EngUfsh  wool  ts    ^ 
Ireland  was  prohibited ;  but  all  that  the  Eng- 
lish manufactureirs  asked  was,  that  each  coun- 
try should   henceforth   enjoy  the  use  of  all  the 
wool  it  might  produce. 

Mr.  Pitt  observed,  that  the  radical  policy  of 
the  union,  so  far  as  it  regarded  commerce,  was  i 

to  make  the  intercourse  of  the  two  countries, 
with  respect  to  raw  materials,  and  the  whole  of 
the  trade  between  all  parts  of  the  united  kin^om, 
as  free  as  poissible :  and  the  tenor  of  the  evidence 
confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  that  no  necessity 
existed  for  making  the  article  of  wool  an  excep- 
tion to  this  general  rule^  He  believed  that  the 
unrestrained  and  mutual  intercourse  of  the  two 
countries,  in  this  as  in  all  other  respects,  would 
be  found  equally  beneficial  to  both. 

On  the  division  which  took  place  in  con- 
sequence of  an  amendment  subsequently  moved 
by  Mr.  Wilberforce,  the  numbers  were,  fifty- 
three  only  in  its  favour,  against  one  hundred  and 
fifty  >  three  who  gave  their  voices  against  it;  and 
this  was  the  greatest  effort  made  in  the  English 
parliament  on  the  part  of  those  whose  sentiments 
were  hostile  either  to  the  general  principle  or 
the  specific  tenns  of  the  union. 

Early  in  May,  the  remaining  articles  having 
been  severally  investigated  and  approved  by 
very  decisive  msyorities^  Mr.  Pitt  moved  that  an 
humble  address  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  ac- 
quainting him  that  the  house  had  proceeded 
througli  the  great  and  important  measure  of  a 
legislative  union,  which  they  had  the  satisfac- 
tion to  see  was  nearly  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
principle  laid  down  in  his  majesty's  message. 
This  was  carried  without  a  division  ;  and  Uie 
address  and  resolutions  being  forthwith   trans* 
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milted  to  the  house  of  peers,  the  assent  of  that 
assembly  was  obtained  without  any  material 
alteration.  And  a  joint  address,  as  usual  on 
great  occasions,  was  presehfiM-  to  the  throne. 
A  bill,  grounded  upon  the  resolutions,  was  then 
introduced,  and  passed  through  both  houses  with 
great  facility — ^the  first  day  '  of  the  new  year, 
January  1st,  1801,  being  the  lera  from  and  after 
which  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  was  to  take 
effect. 

On  the  2d  of  July  the  royal  assent  was  given 
to  this  important  bill;  and  on  the  29th  of  the 
same  month  the  session  was  terminated  by  a 
speech  from  the  throne,  in  which  his  majesty  ex- 
pressed the  peculiar  satisfaction  with  which  he 
congratulated  the  two  houses  of  parliament  on 
the  success  of  the  steps  which  they  had  taken  for 
effecting  an  entire  union  betwen  the  kingdoms 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  ^  This  great  mea* 
sure,^'  said  the  monarch,  *^  on  which  my  wishes 
ba^e  been  loug  earnestly  bent,  I  shall  ever  con- 
sider as  (he  happiest  event  of  my  reign  ;  being 
persuaded  Aat  nothing  could  so  effectually  con- 
tribute to' wtend  to  my  Irish  subjects  the  fuU 
participation  of  the  blessings  derived  from  the 
British  constitution,  and  to  establish,  on  the 
most  soKd  foundation,  the  strength,  prosperity, 
and  power  of  the  whole  empire.*'  ^ 

The  Irish  session  also,  which  had  been  pi:o« 
longed  till  the  union  bill  passed  in  England,  in 
order  to  its  ratification  with  the  several  altera- 
tions and  additions  made  by  the  British  parlia- 
ment, with  other  necessary  regulations  respect- 
ing the  election  of  ^e  Irish  representatives  to 
the  imperial  legislature,  was  terminated  on  the 
2d  of  August,  and  with  it  the'  existence  of  the 
parUament  of  Ireland. 

The  uncommon  failure  of  the  harvest  of 
1800  rendered  this  year  memorable  for  the  pres- 
sure of  wide  spread  and  real  distress,  as  well  as 
for  the  gloomy  anticipations  of  severe  scarcity. 
The  interferenee  of  the  legislature,  when  parlia- 
ment again  assembled,  in  attempting  to  remedy, 
or  at  least  to  palliate,  the  public  calamity,  was 
judiciously  confined  to  recommendatory,  rather 
than  to  coercive  measures.  The  committee  ap- 
pointed to  deliberate  upon  the  subject,  suggested 
in  their  reports  such  methods  of  relief  *as  appear- 
ed most  effectual  for  diminishing  the  consump- 
tion of  corn  by  economy  and  substitution,  and 
held  out  encouragement  to  the  extended  growth 
of  potatoes  at  home,  and  the  importation  of  com 
from  foreign  countries.  The  committee  at  the 
same  time  suggested  the  granting  of  bounties 
for  the  encouragement  of  fisheries ;  and  proposed 
the  temporary  but  entire  disuse  of  corn  in  the 
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distilleries.     To  give  effect  to  the  proceedings  of  BOOK  IT. 
the  legislature  on  this  important  subject,  his  ma- 


jesty issued  a  prqclamation,  towards  the  close  of  Chap.  XV 
the  present  year,    recommending   the  greatest    ^^aa^ 
economy  and  frugality  in  the  use  of  every  species 
of  grain,  and  '^  exhorting  and  charging  all  mas- 
ters of  families,   to  reduce  the  consumption  of 
bread  in  their  respective  families    by  at   least 
one-third  of  the  qaantity  consumed  in  ordinary 
times,  and  in  no  case  to  suffer  the  same  to  exceed       , 
one  quartern  loaf  for  each  person  in  each  week.'* 
In  the  month  of  May,   in  the  present  year, 
the  life  of  our  venerable  sovereign  was  once  more 
attempted ;  but  that  providential  protection  which 
bad  hitherto  been  extended  over  him  was  again 
graciously  manifested  in  his  deliverance.      On 
Uie  15th  of  May,  just  at  the  monoent  when  the 
king  had  entered  the  royal  box  at  Drury-Lane 
Theatre,  and  while  he  was  bowing  to  the  audience 
with  his  usual  condescension,  a  person,  who  sat 
near  the  middle  of  the  pit,  rose  up  and  fired  a 
horse  pistol,    apparently  at  his  majesty.     For 
some   seconds   the  house  remained  in  a  silent 
agony  of  suspense,  but^o  sooner  had  they  begun  .' 
to  recover  from  their  surprise,  than  the  man  who 
fired  the  pistol  was  dragged  into  (he  orchestra, 
and    carried  into  the  music-room,  behind  the 
scenes.  On  the  Duke  of  York  entering  the  apart- 
ment, the  prisoner,  who  proved  to  be  a  discharged 
soldier  ot   the    name  of  Hadfield,    eacdaimed, 
*'  God  bless  your  royal  highness  !     I  know  yoK  !** 
He  added,  that  he  had  been  with  the  Duke  ever 
siocfe  the  battle  of  Famars — that  he  was  tired  of 
bis  life,  and  wanted  to  get  rid  of  it — and  once  or 
twice  repeated,  ^^  the  worst  has  not  happened  yet/* . 
On  examining  the  royal  box,  a  perforation  was 
discovered  in  the  canopy,  about  fourteen  inches 
above  his  majesty's  head,  and  a  ilattened  slug,, 
which  had  rebounded  firom  that  place,  was  foiind 
in  the  orchestra.     The  veneration  and  afibction 
which  the  nation  bore  to  his  majesty  were  on  this 
occasion  awakened  into  enthusiastic  joy  at  his 
escape,  and  addresses  of  congratulation  were, 
presented  by  both  houses  of  parliament,  by  the 
universities,  and  in  fact  by  the  whole  kingdont. , 
On  the  20th  of  June,  Hadfield  was  arraigned  for 
high  treason^  but  it  was  clearly  proved  that  he 
had  for  some  years  laboured  unoer  a  degree  of 
insanity,    in  consequence  of  sevesal  desperate 
sabre  wounds  in  his  head,  which  he  had  received  . 
when  Rioting  as  a  sergeant  in  the  British  army  in 
Hottand,  in  1794.    He  was  therefore  pronounced 
*^not  guilty,  being  under  the  influenoe'of  insani- 
ty at  the  time  the  act  was  done ;"  but  he  was 
very  properly  ordered  to  be  detained  and  kept 
in  custody.  , 
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IiuumeHon  in  the  Western  Departments  of  Ftance^^General  Brune  enters  the  Insurgent  Dis^ 
tricts  at  the  Head  of  an  Army  computed  at  dO,000  Men — Defeat  of  the  Rebel  Forte — 
Jrrest  of  the  CJiiefs^Extinction  tfthe  RebelUon-^^KNCPJUQV  in  Egypt:  The  Turks  assemble 
an  Arm}/  of90fiW  Men — Treaty  of  El^Artsch^^by  which  the 'French  consent  to  evacuate 
Egypt — Rupture  of  the  Treaty^^Signal  Defeat  tf  the  Turks  at  Heliopolisr^Assassination  of 
General  Kleber-^General  Menou  appointed  his  Successor — Hostile  Policy  of  Menou, 
Cabipaion  in  Italy  and  Germany:  Siege  of  Genoa — French  Army  of  Reserve  collected  at 
Dijon — Battle  of  PsuUmdorf-^Bonaparte*s  Passage  of  the  Great  St.  Bernard — Advancet 
to  the  ftelief  of  Genoa — Surrender  tf  Genoa  to  the  Austrians — Battle  of  Montebelh — Bat^ 
tie  of  Marengo — Death  of  General  Dessaix^^Armtstice — Battle  of  Blenheim — Preliminary 
Treaty  between  France  and  Austria  signed  at  Paris — Ratification  refused — Failure  of  the 
Negociations  for  a  Naval  Armistice-^Renewal  of  the  Armistice  between  Austria  and  Frahce-f 
The  French  invade  Tuscarnf  and  besiege  heghom — Battle  if  Hmenlifiden-^Critical  Situation 
tf  the  Austrian  Monarchy-^The  Emperor  obliged  to  sue  for  a  separate  Peace-^Peace  restored 
on  the  Continent  by  the  Treaty  of  LunevUk. 


BOOK  II.         BONAPARTE,, as  yet  uncertain  of  his 

_ destiny,  cultivated  the  confidence  and  aflfection 

Ctug.XYJ.  Qf  j^jj  classes  of  the  people  of  France.  Among 
^^^7^^^  the  first  objecte  of  his  attention  were  the  dis- 
turbances which  raged  in  the  western  depart- 
ments of  the  republic^  and  the  leading  feature  of 
bis  policy  in  effecting  their  suppression  was  mild- 
ness and  conciliation.  With  this  view  he  pub- 
lished a  proclamation  addressed  to  the  Vendeans, 
replete  with  paternal  admonitions,  and  in  which 
fin  amnesty  was  offered  to  all  those  who  should 
within  a  given  time  lay  down  their  arms  and; 
returirto  their  allegiance  to  the  republic. 

Notwithstanding  the  endeavours  of  the  first 
consul,  and  tiie  exertions  of  General  HoudoviUe, 
who  had  before  contributed  to  the  pacification  of 
Ia  Vendfie,  three  chiefs  only,  and  those  not  of 
the  first  consequenoe,  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
submit.  The  rest,  who  still  kept  up  a  cofmmuni- 
cation  with  Great  Britain,  from  whence  they 
wer^  supposed  to  receiTe  money,  ammunition, 
and  even  artillery,  appeared*  stiU  desirous  of  car- 
rying pn  the  war,  more  especially  as  they  ima- 
gined that  the  veteran  troops  of  the  republic 
would  be  marched  iuto  Italy,  and  that  a  body 
of  English  and  Russians  would  be  sent  to  their 
assistance  in  the  spring.  To  the  unavuling 
oflers  of  clemency   and   pardon  succeeded  the 
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the  part  of  ofiicers  or  public  functionaries  was 
interdicted,  and  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  might 
be  taken  in  arms  were  ordered -to  be  instaiiUy 
executed. 

•  Alarmed  at  these  measures,  the  Chouans  of 
Britanny  proposed  an  accommodation,  and  the 
terms  were  settled  at  Montfaucon.  Immediately 
after  this  the  troops  entered  the  department  of 
Morbihan,  in  the  mountains  and  forests  of  which 
forty  thousand  men  were  said  to  be  intrMicbed. 
After  clearing  the  departments  on  both  sides  of 
the  Loire,  and  driving  the  insurgents,  who  bad 
not  submitted,  before  mm.  General  Brune  so  dis« 
posed  his  forces  as  to  surround  the  meun  body 
under  the  intrepid  Georges,  whom  he  d^eated 
with  great  loss  near  Vannes.  Georges,  finding 
further  resistance  unavailing,  at  iengtfi  laid  down 
his  arms,  on  the  conditions  proposed  by  the 
victor,  which  imposed  upon  nim  the  necessity 
of  disbanding  his  forces,  and  giving  up  all  his 
arms. '  One  of  the  insurgent  chiefs  still  held  out ; 
this  was  Louis  de  Frotte,  a  gentleman  of  Low^ ' 
Normandy,  who,  notwithstanding  his  youth,  had 
often  found  means  to  signalize  his  military  talents. 
In  consequence  of  the  gallantf  y  oi  this  heroic 
chieftain,  he  had  obtained  the  command  of  the 
extensive  district  of  Lower  Ninrmaiidy ;  aod  as 
he  was  one  of  ]the  last  to  accede  to  &e  foaner 
most  energetic  and  vigorous  measures  against  the ,    pacification,  so  he  was  among  the  first  ta  recur 


insurgents ;  and  while  an  army,  stated  to  amount 
to  sixty  thousand  men,  commanded  by  General 
Brune,  advanced  by  rapid  marches  into  their 
eountry,  the  five  insurgent  departments  of  the 
North  Coast,  Vilaine,  Morbihan,  the  Low  Loire, 
and  the  M ayenne  and  Loire,  were  declared  sub- 
ject to  inilitary  law,  all  correspondence  «th«r  on 


to  arms  oa  the  present  occasion.  Perceiving  at 
length  that  his  cause  had  become  hopeLeas,  he 
vrithdrew  with  the  officers  of  his  staff  and  sa 
mde- de-camp  to  a  deserted  casile,;in  Ihe  d^Nirt- 
ment  of  Orne,  where  he  cmd^vour/sd  to  qjfea  a 
treaty  with  General  Brone;  but  the  armistice 
allowed  io  expire  before  he  had  made  his 
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5eaoe,  and  the  place  of  bia  retreut  having  been 
iscovered,  be  and  bis  companions  were  imme- 
<liately  arrested.  On  his  irial,  on  tbe  17th  of 
B*ebruary,  before  a  military  commission  at  Ver- 
neuil,  Frott^  exhibited  the  most  undaunted  re« 
solution,  and  having  called  for  a  glass  of  wine 
daring  his  triali  he  ffave  as  a  toast  hk  fayourite 
sentiment  of  *<  FiveleroiJ^*  Tbe  next  day  be  snd 
^sixQtber  officers,  his  followers,  were  conducted 
to  the  place  of  execution,  without  exhibiting  tbe 
least  symptom  of  trepidation ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  insisted  upon  looking  death  in  the  face,  and 
met  their  fate  with  their  eyes  unbanda^d. 

The  capture  and  execution  of  this  chieftain 
were  considered  by  the  first  consul  as  the  con- 
clusion of  the  civil  war ;  he  accordingly  notified 
to  the  committees*  of  legislature  ^*  that  the  por- 
tion of  the  French  territory  which  had  been  put 
out  of  the  law,  was  restored  ^y^he  republic/* 
and  he  did  not  fail  to  inform  4nem,  that,  on  the 
seizure  of  Frott^,  ^'  a  cross  of  St.  Louis,  a  seal 
withi  the  arms  of  France;  and  some  poniards,  of 
tbe  manufaoiar^f  Englansl,**  were  found  con- 
cealed abol^Pls  person. 

Bonaparte  was  now  enabled  to  employ  the 
whole  of  his  forces  against  the  allies.  The  in- 
surgent departments,  which  had  so  lately  threat- 
ened to  occupy  the  attention  of  a  large  portion 
of  his  troops,  contributed  greatW  to  his  subse- 
quent success,  by  supplying  him  with  levies, 
wh<^  being  aceustomed  to  war,  were  unwilling 
to  resume  their  foriner  peaceful  occupations. 
But  amidst  this  splendid  and  successful  career 
of  ambition,  the  attention  of  tiie  first  consul  was 
frequently  arerted  towards  the  scene  which  he 
had  so  recently  left ;  and  although  iuTested  with 
supreme  authority  on  the  banu  of  the  Seine, 
he  could  not  recollect  the  borders  of  the  Nile 
without  a  pang. 

The  army  of  Egypt,  abandoned  to  its  fiite, 
considered  the  conduct  of  its  former  leader  as 
treacherous,  and  tbe  soldiers,  losing  all  their  res- 
pect for  his  person,  loaded  him  vri&  execrations, 
fletwithstanding  tlie  progress  that  had  been 
made  in  mechanics  and  chemistry,  tbe  troops 
idready  experienced  a  deficiency  of  fire-arms,  * 
gun-powder,  snd  lead,  which  were  but  inade- 
quately supplied  by  means  of  the  manufactures 
of  Csnro.  In  addition  to  this,  the  soldiers,  as 
yet  unaccustomed  to  the  food  and  climate  of  die 
country,  were  subject  to  frequent  maladies,  and 
islnle  they  all  languished  to  return  to  France, 
numbers  perished  by  fiitigue,  disease,  and  the 
sword. 

The  Turks,  solicitous  to  obtain  possession 
of  a  country  which  had  been  wrested,  from  them 
hy  force  of  arms  and  false  pretences,  were  occu- 
fied  in  sMkiag  inuMnsf  preparations  for  int^d- 


ing  Egypt  anew ;    nor  did    the/defeats   which  BOOK  U; 
they  had  lately   experienced  at  Damietta    and  ■ 

OoBseir,  nor  the  overthrow  of  Blourad  Bey,  in-  Chap.XVI. 
diice  tbem    to   relax  their  .vigorous  exertions.   ^^^^TJw^ 
The  Grand  Vizier,  ambitious  of  rescuing  a  fii-      1800 
Tourite  province  of  the  empire  from  the  hands  of 
the  infidels,  bad  assemblea  a  numerous  but  un- 
disciplined army  for  this  purpose^  and  the  pa6has 
were  repairing  to  Ms  standard  from  every  part  of 
Asiatic  Turkey.     After  a  lapse  of  some  months, 
the  greater  pari  of  whidi  time  was  spent  in  use- 
less encampments,  he  reached  Oaza,  and  was 
now  occupied  iu  obtaining  camels  and  provisions, 
with  a  view  of  crossing  the  desert. 

Although  Kleber',  now  appointed  to  tbe  com- 
mand of  the  French  armv  of  the  east,*  appeared 
conscious  that  but  little  clanger  was  to  be  dreaded 
from  an  armed  mob  of  eighty  thousand  Mussul- 
mans, when  opposed  to  French  veterans ;  yet  as  he 
was  at  the  same  time  aware  that  tbe  ports  of 
Egypt  were  blockaded  by  the  English,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  arrival  of  succours  from  Europe,  bis 
situation  was  far  from  being  enviable.  viTithin 
the  space  of  a  single  year,  nearly  one-third 
of  the  army  had  been  cut  off;  and  as  many 
hundred  miles  of  a  newiy  conquered  country 
were  to  be  defended,  it  was  difficult  for  him  to 
assemble  more  than  nine  or  ten  thousand  men  at 
one  place.  In  this  dilenuna  the  commander-in- 
diier,  perceiving  tbe  pla^^e  was  beginning  to 
exhibit  symptoms  of  unusual  malignity,  deemed 
himself  at  liberty  to  renew,  or  rather  to  continue 
tbe  negociations  begun  by  his  predecessor.  Ac- 
eordinffly,  on  tbe  express  invitation  of  Commo- 
dore Sir  Sidney  Smith,  who  possessed  the 
entire  confidence  of  the  Turkish  government, 
he  deputed  General  Dessaix  and  Citizen  Pous- 
siellque,  who  repaired  on  board  the  Tigre,  to 
setUe  the  terms  on  which  the  French  army  was 
to  evacuate  Egypt. 

While  this  treaty  was  pending,  the  Ottoman 
army  appeared  before  the  fcHlress  of  El-Arisch, 
vrith  fifty  pieces  of  cannon ;  and  tbe  garrison  of 
that  place,  like  the  rest  of  the  French  troops,  dis- 
contented at  their  situation,  and  considering 
themselves  abandoned,  surrendered  after  an  at- 
tack of  seven  davs,  carried  on  under  Colonel 
John  Douglass,  although  General  Regnier  had 
marched  at  the  head  of  a  strong  detachment' 
vrith  the  intention  of  raising  the  siege.  ^  This^ 
unexpected  event  contributed  greatly  to  facilitate 
the  treaty,  whidi'Jwas  at  length  concluded,  on 
conditions  highly  favourable  to  both  nations; 
for  while  the  French  were  allowed  to  return 
home  with  all  tbe  honours  of  war,  Egypt,  the 
object  of  contention,  was  to  be  restored  to  tbe 
Ottoman  Porte. 

This  couventioDy  which  Vfas  digaed  in  the^ 
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f   See  Book  .11.  Cbsp.  Xl.  psg«  277. 
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BOOK  II.  camp  of  the  Grand  Vizier,  before  El-Arisch,  on 

— the  24th  of  January,  IBOQ,  i??a8  introduced  by  a 

Chap.XVI.  preamble,    in  ivhioh   it  was  stated,  that    "  the 
^"^^""■"^  French  army  iu  Egypt,  willing  to  gi^e  a  proof  of 
its  desire  to  stop  the  effusion  of  biood,  and  to  ter- 
minate the  unhappy  difference  which  had  arisen 
between  the   French   republic  and  the  Sublime 
Porte,  consented  to  evacuate  Egypt,  agreeably  to 
the  terms  of  the  present  convention,  hoping  Uiat 
this  concession  might  lead  to  the  general  pacifi* 
cation  of  Europe.       By  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty  of  Ei-Arisch  it  was  provided,   that  the 
French  army  should  withdraw,  with  arms,  bag- 
gage, aud  effects,  upon  Alexandria,  Rosetta,  and 
Aboukir,  in  order  to  be  embarked  and  transported 
into  France,  as  well  in  the  vessels  belonging  to 
that  country,  as  in  those  that  should  be  furnished 
by  the  Sublime  Porte ;  that  there  should  be  an 
armistice  for  three  months  in  Egypt ;  that  com- 
missioners should  be  named  by  General  Kleber, 
and  the  Sublime  Porte,  to  make  the  regulations 
relative  to  the  transport  of  the  Fren^  army ; 
and  that  in  case  of  any  differences  arising,  such 
differences  should  be  adjusted  according  to  the 
maritime  regulations  of  England,  by  a  commis- 
sary  named  l>y  Sir    Sidney  Smith  ;   that  the 
places  evacuated  by  the  French  army  should  be 
isurrendered  to  the  Porte,  iu  the  state  in  which 
they  were;  that  the   Porte   should  take  every 
means  in  its  power  to  prevent  the  French  being 
molested  in  their  retreat  to  the  head- quarters, 
and  that  none  of  the  inhabitants  should  be  called 
to  account  for  their  connection  with  the  French ; 
4hat   Catieh,    and    Salahieh,   with    Mansoura, 
Damietta,  Suez,  and  Belbeis,  should  be  surren- 
dered at  stated  periods,  and  Cairo,  the  capital, 
delivered  up  within  forty  days.     It  was  further 
agreed,  that  passports  should  be  delivered  to  the 
French  army,  signed,  not  only  by  the  Sublime 
Porte,  but  also  by  Russia  and  Great  Britain ; 
that  the  means  of  subsistence  till  the  instant  of 
embarkation  should  be  provided  for  the  French, 
army,  the  amount  of  which,  in  money,  was  stipu- 
lated ;  and  that  such  of  the  French  troops  as 
were  afflicted  with  the  plague,  should  remain  in 
the  hospitals  of  Egypt,  until  they  were  cured, 
under  the  protection  of  the  Grand  Vizier,  who 


engaged  that  they  should  be  treated  with  all    llie 
attention  and  care  due  to  humanity.^. 

The  wisdom  of  this  convention  was  at  tliat 
period  obvious;    and  iis  policy  was  afterwards 
abundantly  confirmed  by  the  test  of  eaq>erieno«  : 
had  it  been  permitted  to  be  carried  into  efiect,  it 
would  have  immediately  stopped  the  effusion    of 
human  blood,  and  prevented  an  enormous  expen* 
diture  of  treasure.  But  the  English  ministry,  ac- 
tuated by  the  apprehensions  of  the  consequenees 
to  be  expected  from  the  return  of  a  veteran  army 
to  Europe,  at  this  critical  period  of  the  contest, 
transmitted  secret  orders  to  Vice-admiral  lx>rcl 
Keith,  who  then  commanded  in  the    Mediter- 
ranean, enjoining  him  ^'  not  to  consent,   on  aity 
account,  to  the  return  of  the  French  army  ta 
France,  or  to  their   capitulating  in  any   other 
manner  than  jointly  to  the  allied  powers;  whose 
forces  were  employed  against  them,  and  surren- 
dering as  prisoners  of  war.^'  These  orders,  which, 
were  dated  the  15th  of  December,  1799,  vfere 
afterwards  revoked  by  a  dispatch,  dated  March 
28th,  1800,  in  which,  after  expressing  his  majesty's 
disapprobation  of  the  terms  entered  into  by  the 
capitulation  of  El^Arisch,  and  declaring  Captaia 
Sir  Sidney  Smith,  not  to  ha,ve  been  authorised 
either  to  enter  into,  or  sanction  any  such  agree- 
ment, Lord  Keith  was  informed,  that  ''  his  ma« 
jesty,  from  a  scrupulous  regard  to  the  public  faith, 
bad  judged  it  proper  that  his  officers  should  ab- 
stain froin  any  act  inconsistent  with  the  engage- 
ment to  which  Captain  Sir  Sidney  Smith  had 
erroneously  given  Uie  sanction  of  bis  majesty's 
name.*'t     But  it  happened  most  unfortunately, 
that  in  the  interval  of  these  two  dispatches,  the 
war  had  been  renewed,  and  the  army  of  the  Grand 
Vizier- overthrown  in  the  battle  of  Heliopolis. 

No  sooner  did  Kleber  receive  intimation,  that 
the  treaty  of  £1-Arisch  would  not  be  ratified,  bat 
that,  on  the  contrary,  the  British  admiral  had  seat 
a  squadron  to  continue  the  blockade  of  the  Egyp- 
tian ports,  than  he  determined  to  act  with  promp- 
titude and  decision.  He  accordingly  published 
an  address  to  his  army,  in  which  he  accused  the 
English  of  perfidy  and  injustice,  and  concluded 
with  this  laconic  sentence,  ^'  Soldiers !.  to  such 
insults  we  shall  reply  by  victories.    Prepare  for 


♦  General  Kleber  transmitted  without  delay  a  copj'Ofthe  convention,  addressed  to  the  directory,  aocompaaied  by 
a  letter,  vindicating,  in  an  able  and  satisfactory  manner,  the  policy  and  propriety  of  his  conduct  In  this  letter,  he  staled, 
that  the  Grand  Vizier  had  adfanced  agaiost  EUArisch,  and  had,  on  thedOth  of  December,  possessed  himself  of  that  fort 
The  most  recent  accounts,  he  said,  suted  the  Turkish  army  at  eighty  thoasaod  men,  and  it  must  still  have  increased. 
Torty-five  thousand  of  these  forces  were  already  before  £l-Arisch,  having  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  waggons  in  propor- 
tion. Twenty  other  pieces  of  cannon  were  at  Gasa,  with  the  corps  de  reserve.  The  remainder  of  the  troops  were  at  Jafla, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ramli.  Active  foraging  parties  supplied  the  Vizier's  camp  with  provisions ;  all  the  tribes  of 
the  Arabs  were  emulous  to  assist  this  army,  and  by  their  contributions  it  was  fornished  with  more  than  My  thousand 
camels.  TThese  forces  were  directed  by  European  officers;  and  from  five  to  six  thousand  Russians  were  every  moment 
expected.  To  this  army,  General  Kleber  proceeds  to  sUie,  that  he  bad  only  to  oppose  eight  thousand  five  hundred  mel^ 
^divided  on  the  threi»  points  of  Catieh,  Salahieh,  and  Belbeis,  and  that  his  whole  disposable  force  in  Egypt,  did  net  exceed 
ntteen  thousand  men. 

t  «et  a  Collection  of  State  Papers,  relative  to  the  War  with  France,  Vol.  XL  Page  63. 


OF  THE  FRENCit  BEYOLUTION. 


333 


battle/*  This  appeal  was  promptly  obeyed,  and 
ftH  aimy  often  thousand  men  wsis  collected  in  tf 
few  days.  The  erent  equally  justified  the  hopes 
of  the  French  general,  and  the  fears  of  the  British 
commodore. 

On  the  90th  of  March  hostilities  recom- 
menced. The  adtanced  -  posts  of  the  Turkish 
army  were  then  at  Mataria,  the  Heliopolis  of 
the  ancients,  within  five  miles  of  Cairo.  At 
break  of  day,  a  heavy  fire  from  sixty  pieces  of 
cannon  apprised  them  of  their  danger.  The 
French  army,  drawn  up  in  two  strong  lines, 
extending  from  El-Kubhi  towards  Boulac,  was 
flanked  on  the  right  by  a  wood  of  date  trees ; 
here  they  received  the  attack  of  the  Turks,  who 
had  adTanced  into  the  plain  between  the  villages 
nf  Mataria  and  El-Hanka.  About  noon,  the 
French  be^an  to  advance  in  lines,  with  a  terrible 
fire  of  attillery  and  musketry ;  and  immediately 
the  whole  Turkish  army  was  seen  flyine  in  all  di- 
rections.  All  attempts  to  rally  proTea  abortive ; 
and  at  one  o^dock  the  Grand  Vizier  himself  was 
obliged  to  fly,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  cutting 
oiF his  retreat.  Thewhole  loss  of  the  French  in  this 
ensragement  amounted  only  to  ten  men  killed, 
an<l  forty  wounded  ;  while  the  Turks,  who  fought 
without  order  and  without  effect,  sustained  a  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded  amounting  to  eight  thou- 
sand. The  next  day,  the  French  army,  which 
had  kept  up  a  destructive  fire  upon  the  rear  of 
the  retreating  foe  during  the  whole  night,  took 
possession  of  Belbeis,  from  whence  the  Tuiks  re« 
treated  with  precipitation  to  Jaffa,  having  lost 
half  their  army,  by  the  united  operations  of  hun- 
ger, desertion,  and  the  sword. 

The  French,  rendered  confident  by  their  late 
victory,  repaired  to  Cairo,  which  had  been  pre- 
ifiottsly  CTQCuated,  and  immediately  laid  siege  to 
that  populous  city.  After  some  skirmishes  under 
the  walls,  a  body  of  Turks,  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
six  thousand,  abandoned  the  capital,  which  im- 
mediately surrendered,  and  the  recent  revolt  of 
that  city  was  punished  by  a  fine  of  two  millions  of 
livres,  levied  upon  its  inhabitants.  The  first 
concern  of  General  Kleber  was  to  augment  the 
fortifications,  and  all  the  other  garrisons  having 
been  recaptured,  the  French  army  of  Egypt 
appeared' to  be  in  a  still  better  situation  than  it 
stdod  previonsly  to  the  late  convention.  These 
advantages  were  considerably  increased  by  the 
friendship  of  a  formidable  enemy :  The  com- 
mander-in-chief had  the  address,  at  this  period, 
to  conciliate  Mourad  Bey,  by  ceding  to  him  the 
provinces  of  Oirge  and  Assuan,  on  the  condition 
that  be  should  bold  them  as  tributary  to  the 
French,  and  pay  to  the  republic  the  same  yearly 
subsidy  that  was  Jformerly  received  by  the  Otto- 
man Porte.- 

In  consequence  of  the  declaration  of  Lord 
Keith,  made  on  the  receipt  of  his  last  dispatches 
(No.  33.) 


from  England,  that  he  had  "  received  instructions  BOOK  If. 

io  permit  the  French  troops  to  return  to  France  7- 

vrithout  molestation,"  General  Dessaix,  with  a  Chap.XV!. 
number  of  other  officers,  were  permitted  to  ^^^/vq 
return  to  France,  and  the  negociations  recently 
broken  off  were  resumed ;  but  a  horrid  and  unex* 
pected  catastrophe  interrupted  their  progress, 
and  terminated  at  once  the  life  and  the  military 
career  of  the  commander-in-chief.  On  the  14th 
of  June,  while  General  Klebei*  was  walking  with 
Citizen  Protaio,  an  architect,  on  the  terrace  of  the 
great  square  Esbequier,  at  Cairo,  a  wretch  sud- 
denly approaching,  struck  him  with  a  poniard, 
and  inflicted  a  mortal  wound.  The  assassin,  still, 
unsatisfied,  repeated  his  stabs,  and  M.  Portain, 
who  endeavoured  ill  vain  to  ward  off  the  blows, 
received  no  less  than  six  wounds,  none  of  which 
however  proved  fatal.  The  murderer,  on  the  alarm' 
being  given,  endeavoured  to  conceal  himself  in  a 
heap  of  ruins  near  the  spot,  but  upon  being  drag- 
ged from  his  place  of  concealment,  and  put  upon 
his  examination,  he  confessed  thai  he  was  soil- 
cHed  to  commit  this  crime  by  the  Aga  of  the 
Janissaries  of  the  Ottoman  army,  under  the 
command  of  the  Grand  Vizier.  This  infatuated 
man,  who  came  from  Aleppo,  and  had  lately 
arrived  at  Cairo,  had  intrusted  the. secret  of  his. 
murderous  intention  to  four  petty  scheiks  of  the 
law,  who,  as  they  asserted,  endeavoured  in  vaiu 
to  dissuade  him  from  his  purpose,  but  did  not 
give  an;  information  calculated  to  prevent  the 

Iierpetration  of  his  crime.  A  commission  being 
brthwith  appointed  for  the  trial  of  the  delin- 
quents, the  assassin  was  condemned  to  be  im- 
paled, and  the  four  scheiks  were  beheaded. 

General  Blenou,  who,   affecting   the  habits 
and  mannei*s   of   a  Mussulman,   had  taken  the 
name  of  Abdallah  Bey  Menou,  succeeded  to  the 
command  of  the  French  army.     Elated  by  the 
recent  successes  of  the  troops,  now  ^placed  under 
his  command,  and  aspiring  to  the  fame  of  being 
the  defender  and  preserver  of  Egypt,  he  adopted 
a  system  of  policy  very  different  to  that  of  his 
predecessor,    and   in   a  letter  addressed  to  Sir 
Sidney  Smith,    on  the  subject   of  the  pending 
negociations,  he  said,  ^'  You  demand  the  ratifin 
cation  of  your  court  to  the  convention  concluded 
at  £I-Arisch ;  I  must  also  demand  that  of  the. 
consuls,  who  now  govern  the  French  nation,  for 
any  treaty  that  may  be  concluded  with  the  Eng« 
lish  and  their  allies/'    On  this  point  Sir  Sidney 
Smith  replied :  "  As  General  Kleber  (for  whose  . 
tragical  fate  he  expressed  the  most  heart- felt  sor-  • 
row)  did  n&t,  in  the  late  preliminaries,  which  were 
agreed  to,    give   us  to  understand   that  it  was 
necessary  the  treaty  which  was  to  have  followed 
them  should  be  ratified  by  the  consuls,  this  con- 
dition, now  introduced  by  you  in  your  prelimina- 
ries,  has  the  appearaiice  of  a  refusal  to  evacuate 
Egypt ;  and  the  Grand  Vizier  has  commissioned 
4  O 
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BOOK  IL  me  to  require  of  yog,  on  that  head,  a  blear  aod 

precise  answer.^    NQtwitb»tandiDg  ibis  forcible 

G4lAl^.XyI•  representation,  General    Abdallab   Mepou  per* 
*s^^^'>^'^^^  Hinted  in  his  resolution  to  obtain  the  ratification 
1800      q(  the  consuls  to  the  treaty  now  in  conteniplatiQQ,^ 
irhich  was  considered  as  equivalent  to  a  declara- 
tion of  war,  and  on  this  ground  the  negociationa 
were  ruptured  and  hostilities  resumed. 

While  the  armies  of  France  regained  their 
former  influence  in  Egypt,  the  house  of  Austria 
was  anxious  to  prevent  the  French  legions  from, 
renewing  their  conquests  in  Europe.  The  cabinet 
of  Vienna,  confident  of  its  own  strength,  in  oon- 
aequence  of  recent  successes,  and  enabled  by  the 
treasure  of  England  to  redouble  its  exertions^ 
displayed,  at  tbis  period,  no  small  share  of  vigour 
ana  alacrity.  The  plan  adopted  for  the  campaign 
of  the  present  year,  differed  entirely  from  that  of 
the  former,  and  appeared  to  spring  out  of  the 
new  situation  of  affairs.  In  Germanv  it  was 
determined  to  remain  entirely  on  the  cfefeosive, 
and,  by  making  Italy  the  theatre  of  war,  to  free 
the  whole  of  that  country  from  the  dominion  of 
France.  Russian  co-operation  was  no  longer  to 
be  expected,  for  the  Emperor  Paul  had  already 
recalled  his  armies,*  and  was  in  effect  no  longer 
a  member  of  the  coalition  ;  but  a  powerful  diver* 
sion  was  intended  to  be  made  in  tbe  southern 
provinces  of  the  French  repubUe,  by  means  of  the 
English  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  while  the 
western  departments  were  to  be  agitated  at  the 
same  time,  and  the  latent  spark  of  insurrection 
fanned  once  more  into  a  flame.  Early  in  the 
spring,  the  number  of  the  imperialists  in  Lom- 
bardy,  Tuscany,  and  Piedmont,  amounted  to 
one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  men  ;  and  Gene- 
ral Melas,  who  was  now  invested  with  the  com- 
mand, considered  the  success  of  his  operations  as 
certain ;  for,  being  in  possession  of  all  the  strong 

Jklaces  that  defended  the  entrance  to  the  Alps, 
rom  the  fort  of  Bard  to  the  citadel  of  Coni, 
he  could  oppose  a  superior  force  to  tbe  enemy, 
now  commanded  by  General  Massena,  whose 
sphere  of  action  was  chiefly  confined  within  the 
Xagurian  frontiers. 

The  French  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Genoa  did  not  exceed  forty-five  thousand  men. 
The  greater  part  of  the  cavalry  had  perished 
^uring  the  winter,  and  the  infantry  was  exposed 
fo  privations  of  all  kinds,  being  destitute  of 
Accoutrements,  clothes^  and  even  the  proper 
quantity  of  food. 

Tbe  Austrian  general,  after  assembling  his 
troops  at  Milan,  marched  with  an  arnoy  of  eighty 
thousand  men  to  obtain  possession  of  Genoa. 
IS  first  operation  was  directed  against  the 
Bochetta,  and  on  the  6th  of  April,  General  Soult, 
after  an  obstinate,  but  iaeffectoai  defence,  was 


obligf d  to  fall  back  towards  Gtenoa ;  while  Mas* 
sena,  perceiving  it  to  be  in  vain  to  eeotend  for 
the  possession  of  this  post,  aooa  after  withdrew 
to  the  Ligurian  capital,  where-  ha  deieraunedto 
hold  out  to  tbe  last  extremity. 

Tbe  scarcity  in  Genoa  soon  became  sOiextreme 
as  to  indue-e  tbe  council  of  war  to  liberate  all  tbe 
German  offieers  who  had  been  taken  priaoners ; 
and  a  aquadron  of   British  shipe^    under  Lord 
Keith,  appearing  at  tliis  Juncture   oflT  the  port, 
landed  heaTy  cannon  for  the  aieg^e^  and  ppreveMted 
die  possibility  of  the  arrival  of  an  v  supplies  by 
sea.   While  this  fleet  prepared  to  add  tlie  horrors 
of  famine  to  those  resulting  firom  a  bombardmeot^ 
(lie  Austrians  gained  several  advantages,  in  oon* 
sequence  of  which  they  were  enabled  to  eater 
the  suburbs  of  St.  Peter  d^  Arena^  aad  to  take  hy 
surprise  one  of  the  gates  of  the  city.     Finding  tbe 
French  army  reduced  to  this  extremity,  Mdat 
transmitted  a  letter,  in  which,  after  ntatiag  to 
Massena  that  he  had  made  a  sufficient  rc^ktance 
for  the  support  of  his  own  glory,  and  that  all  fur- 
ther efforts  must  be  unavailing,  he  oflfered  to  th 
French  general  an  honourable  capitulalion.  Witk 
tbis  offer  Massena  refused  to  comply,  and  in  tba 
mean  time,  the  imperialists,  who  now  surrounded 
the  city  on  every  side,  determined  on  a  general 
assault.    This  operation  was  accordingly  under-* 
taken  at  three  oV-lock  in  the  morning  of  the  30ib 
of  April ;  and  while  General  Ott  attacked  Quartn 
and  St.  Christino,   General  Gotteabeim  pressed 
the  enemy  close  up  to  the  wall,  near  tbe  shore, 
under  cover  of  the  fire  of  several  sloops  of  war 
and  launches  belonging  to  the  British  fleet.    But 
it  happened    unfortunately   that  the  Austriaas 
had  not  been  able  to  obtain  possession  of  tbe  lit- 
tle fort  of  St.  Martino,  and  as  most  of  the  posts 
seized  on  this  occasion  were  retaken  during  tbe 
night,  General  Melas,  who  did  not  anticipate  so 
strenuous  ah  opposition,  was  forced  to  Crust  to 
famine,  rather  than  to  the  sword,  and  from  this 
time  the  siege  was  converted  into  a  blockade. 

Having  left  the  Generals  Ott  and  Hobes^ 
zoUern  berore  Genoa,  he  marched  in  person 
against  Suchet  and  Rocbunbeau,  who,  wi^b  a 
body  of  twenty  thousand  men,  deftoded  tbe 
principalities  of  Oneilla,  St.  Remo,  and  tbe 
county  of  Nice.  As  all  resistanoe  to  a  force  so 
overwhelming  would  have  been  useless,  the 
French  generals,  after  placing  garrisons  io  ibe 
forts,  retired  beyond  tbe  Var,  and  were  employed 
in  defending  the  entrance  into  Provence,  wbeo  tbe 
first  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  Bonaparte 
"reached  the  enemy^s  camp.  Such  was  the  incre' 
dulity  of  the  Austrian  general,  that  it  was  soai0 
time  before  he  would  give  credit  to  tbe  news ;  bu^ 
the  arrival  of  fresh  couriers  dissipated  bis  iU** 
timed  confidence,  and  he  who  had  prcgected  tb« 
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invasion  of  Ff«itc«y  was  890b  io  ooatoid  for  the. 
yossesflion  of  Italy. 

WbUe  Getteral  Brme  was  ocoapied  in  trm* 
^Ilising  the  w^atern  departanente,  and  General 
Maaaena  in  the  defence  of  the  lig^rian  capital, 
ordent  had  been  iaaned  from  Paria  for  1i>e  forma'- 
tion  of  an  army  of  reaerve,  on  which  all  the  hopes 
of  France,  and  oHich  of  the  attention  of  Bnrope, 
were  speedily  to  be  fixed.  The  troopa  to  be- 
aaaembled  on  thia  occasion  were  to  consist  of  sixty 
tboosand  men»  composed  partly  of.  conscripts, 
from  the  .  varloaa  departments  of  the  republic, 
and  partly  of  teterafia  who  had  received  permis- 
sion to  retire  from  the  perils  and  fatigues  of  war, 
but  who,  in  this  exigency  of  their  country,  wero 
again  summoned  to  the  field.  Dyon  was  the 
spot  to  which  the  volunteers  of  all  descriptions 
were  invited  to  repair,  and  the  names  of  the  ten 
departmenta  which  ahould  send  the  greatest 
number  were  to  be  solemnly  proclaimed  as  most 
attached  to  the  glory  of  the  nation.  The  first 
consul,  who  was  to  assume  the  command  of  this 
chosen  body,  immediately  published  an  address, 
in  which  he  did  not  fail  to  resort  to  every  topic 
thai  could  inspire  and  animate  the  people : 

**  Yon  sre  denrmn  of  peace,''  said  be,  **  your  gfovem- 
ment  desires  it  with  still  ijfreater  ardoar ;  its  most  eamesl 
wishes,  its  oonsunt  soKcitude,  is  for  that,  and  that  alone. 
But  the  English  ministry,  eaffrr  to  debase  Prance  to  the 
vank  of  a  Becondary  power,  and  anxious  to  keep  all  the  eon* 
tinental  states  at  Tariance,  on  purpose  to.  seize  on  their 
spoils,  still  reject  the  idea.  The  government,  however, 
which  was  not  afraid  to  oiTpr,  and  even  solicit,  this  blessing, 
is  weR  aware  that  it  belont^s  to  you  to  command  it ;  and  to 
esmmand  it,  uoney,  steel,  and  soldiers,  are  necessary^    , 

<'  Let  all  therafote  be  emff^tr  to  participate  in  the  com- 
mon defence.  Let  the  younji^  men  fly  to  arms :.  it  is  no 
Inn^r  for  the  support  of  a  fastion,  it  is  no  loiter  for  the 
choice  of  a  t3rrant,  that  they  are  called  upon  to  take  the 
field ;  it  is  fof'ilie  safety  of  all  that  is  dear  to  them,  His  for 
the  sacred  interests  of  humanity,  for  the  support  of  liberty, 
and  for  the  honour  of  Fmnoe. 

'*  Already  have  the  armies  assumed  that  imposing 
attitude  which  is  the  constant  presage  of  victory ;  and  if 
some  powers  tre  sttti  desirous  of  trying  tlie  fortune  of  war, 
the  first  oonSi4,  who  has  already  promised  peace,  is  about 
to  conquer  it,  at  the  head  of  those  .warriors,  whom  he  has 
conoucted  more  than  onee  to  victory.  But,  in  the  mi<tet  of 
battle  he  will  invoke  the  object  of  his  wishes ;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  he  solemnly  cnga^s  to  cont4>nd  alone  for  the 
^pose  of  France,  and  the  happiness  of  tkt  world.*^   ' 

While  Bonaparte  was  thus  preparing  to 
relieve  Genoa  and  over-run  Italy  on  the  onef 
hand)  lie  determined  on  the  other  to  carry  the 
vrar  into  Germany  i  and  in  conformity  to  the 
genius  of  the  nation  over  whleh  he  presided,  and 
to  the  plans  of  Carnot,  who  was  now  once  more 
reinstated  in  the  office  of  minister  of  wnr>  it  was 
resolved  that  the  French  should  act  npon  the 
offensive  in  hetb  countries.  Moreao,  no  lc» 
eeiebratad  fot  his  memorable  retreats,  than  fi^ 
bis  brilliant  victories,  was  selected  upon  this  oc- 
cnsion  to  command  the  army  of  the  Damibe ;  and, 
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by  occnpying  the  attention  of  the  Austrians  in  AdOK  II. 

that  qnarter,  to  prevent  diem  from  detaching  any  ■ 

more  forces  into  Lombardy.  The  great  outline  Ohap.XVI. 
of  the  present  campaign  did  not  dif&r  materially 
from  the  two  that  preceded  it ;  but  Hie  means 
were  now  better  proportioned  to  the  end  :  it  was 
intended  to  act  with  lurge  masses  against  inferior 
nnmbers,  and  by  means  of  a  combined  movement 
with  the  armies  of  Switzerland,  of  Germany,  and 
of  Italy,  to  end  the  contest  with  the  capture  of 
Vienna. 

To  accomplish  this  grand  achievement  tbe 
troops  were  immediately  put  in  motion.  One 
column,  commanded  by  General  St.  Su^anne^ 
crossed  the  Rhine  on  the  2Sth  of  April  at  Kehl^ 
and  another,  led  by  St.  Gyr,  passed  the  same 
river  at  Neu-Breisach.  The  former,  after  a 
sharp  action,  assumed  a  position  with  his  right 
at  Yilstett,  tSiessen,  and  Tandt,  and  his  left  at 
Boderverer,  Velassen,  and  Appenvir ;  i^i^hile  the 
latter  rendered  himself  master  of  Fri'x'rff-^  A 
body  of  reserve,  commanded  by  General  Riche- 
panse,  soon  after  effected  a  passage  at  Basle,, 
and  opened  a  way  by  which  Generals  Delmas 
and  Le  Clerc  penetrated  at  the  same  time  into 
the  German  empire. 

A  division,  wluch  at  this  critical  period  took 
place  in  the  cabinet  of  Vienna,  proved  peculiarly 
inauspicious  to  the  affairs  of  the  house  of  Austria. 
The  Archduke  Charles,  whose  courage  and  pa- 
triotism had  rendered  bm  extremely  popular^ 
finding  himself  thwarted  in  his  plana,  bad  deter- 
mined  to  resign ;  and  as  the  chief  etfort  was  to 
be  made  in  Italy,  Field-marshal  Kray  was  left 
to  defend  Germany  with  an  ill-appointed  army. 

After  a  number  of  marches  and  •oounler^ 
marches^  made  with  extraordinary  celerity,  tb^ 
two  columns,  under  the  comnmnd  of  Generttls 
St  Suzanne  and  Leceurbe,  efiboted  a  janetion 
with  the.main  army  under  General  Moreau,  and 
a  French  force,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and 
(en  thousand  noen,  was  thus  concentrated  in  the 
encampment  of  General  Richepanse,  betweeli  thm 
Rhine  and  the  Danube.  Marshal  Kray,  who 
had  been  deceived  with  respect  to  theintisn^* 
tions,  as  well  as  to  the  force  of  the  enemy,  was 
thus  placed  undor  the  necessity  of  reonrring  ii^ 
^fensive  operations.  He  accordingly  retires! 
to  a  formidable  position  oa  tht  heights  of  FlnrlL' 
lendorf,  which  being  strongly  fottffiiftd,  and  ii^^ 
fended  by  no  less  than  sixty  thousand  inoft,  wnt^ 
considered  as  hnpregnable.  Here  he  wna  at- 
tacked on  the  8d  of  May,  by  tbe  centre  and'^ight 
of  tbe  Frendi  army,  bnt  after  <i  long^^6Mested> 
and  obstinate  engagement,  th^  were  cMfg^d  W 
retire,  and  the  imperiatistB  refflSitMd  masters  df 
^he  ii^ld.  On  Ae  loHoWin^  momifig  at  isun^rilte 
the  combat  was  renewed  with  increased  vigour ; 
and  tbe  centre  of  flte  Austrians  (obtainod  some 
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BOOK  II.  advantage  over  the  assailants ;  bat  a  part  of 

the  ri^ht  wing,  commaBded  by  Prince  Joseph  of 

Cbap.XVI.  Lorraine,  was  chased  from  Stockach,  and  their 
'^^^'v^^  magazines  were  relinquished  to  the  enemy.  Oa 
1800  the  Otb,  the  action  was  resumed  with  increased 
obstinacy,  but  the  Austrians,  finding  their  in- 
trenchments  forced  on  every  side,  were  at  length 
obliged  to  retreat,  first  to  Biberach,  and  after- 
wards under  the  cannon  of  Ulm. 

Thus  Moreau,  after  overcoming  all  opposi- 
tion, had  penetrated  into  the  heart  of  Germany^ 
where  he  was  employed  in  levying  contributions, 
and  exacting  supplies  of  corn  and  provisions. 
In  the  mean  time,  (he  cabinet  of  Vienna,  kept  in 
constant  alarm  by  his  movements,  and  as  yet  un- 
certain of  the  final  intentions  of  such  an  enter- 
;  '  prising  chief,  was  prevented  from  sending  sup- 

plies to  Italy,    now   become  the  scene  of  that 
•  contest  which  was  to  decide  the  future  fate  of 
Borope. 

At  the  period  when  the  gallant  achievements 
of  Moreau  in  Oermany  were«  preparing  future 
conquests  for  Bonaparte  in  Italy,  the  army  of 
reserve,  under  the  command  of  Berthier,  had 
reached  the  borders  of  the  lake  of  Geneva.  The 
first  consul  having  concerted  with  Carnot  the 
plans  of  the.  campaigo,  left  Paris  suddenly,  on 
the  Sd  of  May,  and  posting  to  head- quarters,  at 
the  expiration  of  six  days  reviewed  his  troops  in 
the  neighbourhdod  of  Lausanne.  Marching  along 
the  ri^t  bank  of  the  Rhone,  they  arrived  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Durance ;  but  before  they  could 
enter  the  valley  of  Aosta  it  became  necessary  to 
traverse  twenty  Italian  miles  of  a  mountainous 
region,  nearly  impervious  to  man,  and  over  which 
a  carriage  had  never  passed.  Yet  it  was  deter- 
mined on  this  occasion  not  only  to  march  an  army 
of  sixtv  thousand  men  across  the  Great  St.  Ber- 
nard, hot  also  to  conduct  ammunition,  provi- 
sions, and  even  artillery,  by  this  route,  allhougb 
the  soldiers  must  be  obliged  to  pass  in  single  files, 
exposed  to  perpetual  danger  in  consequence  of 
the  aaitowness  of  the  path  that  conducted  them 
sd^ng  the  brink  of  immense  pneckiioes. 

General  Mormont,  in  compliaiice  with  tlia 
•commands  of  the  first  consul,  caused  an  ofier  to 
be  made  by  sound  of  trumpet  in  the  town  of  St, 
Pierre,  situated  on  the  declivity  of  the  moun- 
tsinp,  that  a  reward  of  from  six  hundred  to  a 
thousand  livres  would  be  given  for  th6  convey- 
anee  of  e^h  piece  of  cannon  over  the  mountain, 
loflueaeed  by  this;  offer,  a  crowd  of  peasants, 
flecked '/from  every  side;  bringing  their  respec- 
tive Jbeae^  lof  burthen..  Multitudes  of  the  noU 
diers  upiled  ih^ir  efforts,  with  those  of  tbja/ustics, 
1^4  ooyplribvi^  to  ficj^ieve  this  most  arduous 
,  enterprise.  Qeneral  Mforiiiont,  who^comtpanded 
the  artillery,  orderisd  4xe^M  be  lelled,  afid  hol- 


lowed in  such  a  manner  as  to  present  a  bed  for 
the  eight-pounders  and  howit:|ers.  To  each  of 
these  vehicles  one  hundred  m^tt,  kamessed  with 
ropes,   attached  themsdv^s ;  whUe  others,   by 

>  means  of  levers,  prevented  them  from  fdling 
over  the  craggy  summits.  The  cfhief  of  brigade, 
Gaasendi,  afoo  contrived  sledges,  which  support- 
ed cannon*  of  Idrge  dimensions^  The  gun  car- 
riages were  all  taken  to  pieces  and  carried  sepa- 
rately, exeepf  those  belonging  to  feur-poundersy 
each  of  which  was  borne  onva  kind  of  litter  by  ten 
men.  Winding  along  the  sides  of  mountains 
covered  with  pines,  they  began  to  leave  the  habi- 
tatimis  of  men,  and  beheld  the  clouds  forming  be- 
low them,  while  above  they  only  perceived  regions 
clothed  With  eternal  snow,  and  heard  only  the 
omioous  sounds  of  the  avalanches  ^masses  of  snow) , 
which,  being  precipitated  from  the  summiia  of 
the  mountains  to  the  abysses  below,  consign  every 
object  that  comes  in  their  course  to  inevitable  de- 
struction.* .  The  soldiers,  fiuntinrg  With  feiigfie, 
at  length  reached  the  summit  of  St.  Bernard, 
where  they  found  a  banquet  prepared  by  the  hos- 
pitable monks,  the  business  of  whose  nfe  it  is  to 
rescue  (he  traveller  from  danger,  and  to  adminis- 
ter to  his  necessities.  Tables,  placed  upon  the 
snow,  presented  bread,  victuals,  and  wine ;  and, 
the  monks,  presiding  over  this  unexpected  but 
gfrateful  repast,  pressed  the  willing  soldiers  to 
partake  of  what  they  called  their  frugal  fare.  The 
descent  to  Verney,  the  first  village  in  Piedmont, 
was  accomplished  with  less  exertion,  but  with 
still  greater  danger ;  several  horses  fdl  over  the 
precipices,  and  every  division  occupied  three 
hours  in  the  march*  Some  of  the  soldiers,  econo- 
mists of  time,  glided  along  the  top  of  the  polished 
snow  to  the  foot  of  the  precipice,  in  the.  space  of  a 
few  minutes,  and  Bonaparte  hiniself  was  the  first 
to  set  the  example  of  this  new  mode  of  descend- 
ing into  Italy.  The  whole  of  the  army  and  artil- 
lery having  at  length  passed  the  mountain,  after 
three  days  of  unexampled  danger  and  exertion, 
the  advanced-guardj  commanded  by  General 
Lanues,  took  possession  of  Aosta  on  the  day  =of 
their  arrival,  which  was  the  l^h  df  M^y. 

On  the  18th,  the  French  foices  entered  the 
towh  of  Bard  after  a  feeble  resistance,  and  the. 

'  fortress  itself  was  obliged  to  surrender  in  the 
Cjourse  of  a  few  hours,  after  wbieh  the  invaders 
estabUj»hed  their  head  •quarters  at  Ivrea.  Having 
thus,  with  uncommon  celerity  and  unexpected 
suDceas,  obtained  a  passage  into  the  bc^rt  of 
Piedmont,  Bomtlparto  determined  to  advance  to 
the  relief  of  Genoa,  by  the  eirouitous  nfute  of 
MilaU)  JLiodi,  andPlaeensa.  Hitherto  the  march 
of  the  invaders  had  resembled  atrhimpb;  Mas- 
aeratio,   Cbivaaso,   and   ail   the  towns  between 

^  ^^  Ohiu^ella  and  the  Sessia^  were  in.  possession 
.••-.'         •  ,    ^-      .      .,      .  '  • 

*  By  one  of  tbssc  avahnci^^  a,  eanncni  and^thrce  artillery- men  in  BoaapartV^  army  were  carried  avay  anul 
■efir  more  seen. 
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nf'tbe  FreBch ;  while  the  hiliabitaiit8»  Ml 
to  dissemble  by  experioiee,  or  daszled  with  the 
blandishmeiits  of  lioertjr,  receired  the  French 
army  wUh  open  arms,  and  teraaed  them  their  de«: 
livtf  era.  At  tiiie  period  too  the  army  was  increased 
by  means  of  muaeroas  iracconrs;  ^Ibr  General 
Turreau  had  arrived  from  Brian^on,  by  the  way 
of  SuKCy  while  the  recent  Tictories  of  Moreau 
enabled  him  to  detach  twenty*liy«  thousand  meny 
Bnder  the  command  of  General  Monoey,  who  bad 
already  entered  the  Cisalpine  territories  by  the 
Simplon  and  Moont  St.  Gothard.  A  junction^ 
ha^inff  been  eflfected  soon  after,  the  first  consul* 
forced  the  passaf^e  of  Tesino,  and  after  carrying 
the  intrenched  yillage  of  Tuibigo,  entered  Milan, 
on  the  80th  of  May.  Thus,  within  the  space  of 
ft  fortnight,  Bonaparte,  descending  from  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Alps,  found  himself  m  Ac  midst  of 
territories  which  he  had  before  conquered,  and 
was  now  employed  in  re-establishing  the  Cisal^ 
pine  republic,  the  provisional  government  of 
whiCh  he  confided  to  citisens  Maraani,  Sacohi, 
and  Goffiredo.  All  these  splendid  adiievements 
were  however  incompetent  to  avert,  or  even  to 
retard  the  fall  of  Genosi.  A  population  of  one 
hundred  thousand  inhabitants  had  consumed  the 

E revisions  within  this  city,  while  the  close 
lockade  by  the  British  squadron  intercepted 
all  supplies  by  sea.  For  the  last  fourteen  days 
tlie  citizens  had  been  entirely  destitute  of  bread, 
and  the  soldiers  who  composed  the  garrison  were 
restricted  to  a  daily  allowance  of  six  ounces  of 
bread  each,  composed  partly  of  bran  and  partly  of 
Indian  com.  The  horses  had  been  devoured  for 
some  time  before,  and  such  was  the  pressure  oc- 
casioned by  the  scarcity,  that  the  {people  resem- 
bled skeletons,  and  vast  numbM*s  perished  by 
hunger;  In  this  extremity  General  Massena 
received  a  message  from  General  Melas,  inviting 
him  to  an  interview  witii  Lord  Keith,  and  the 
Generals  Ott  and  St.  Julien,  who  offered  him  a 
capitulation  on  the  most  honourable  terms ;  but 
the  French  commander  declared  that  no  negocia- 
tion  would  be  entered  into  if  the  word  capitulation 
were  mentioned.  After  a  short  delay,  the  over- 
ture being  renewed  and  modified,  a  convention 
was  signed  on  the  4th  of  June;  on  the  bridge  of 
Cornegliauo,  by  the  terms  of  which,  the  right 
wing  of  the  French  army,  charged  with  the  de- 
fence of  Genoa,  headed  by  the  general-in-chief 
and  his  stafi",  were  allowed  to  march  out  of , the 
garrison,  to  the  number  of  eight  thousand  one 
hundred  men,  and  to  take  the  route  by  Nice  to 
France,  while  the  remainder  of  the  army,  with 
their  artillery  and  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  was 
to  be  transported  by  sea  to  Autibes. 

But  notwithstanding  the  conquest  of  Genoa 
was  calculated  to  diflTuse  a  momentary  splendour 
over  the  arms  of  the  imperialists,  it  appears  evi- 
dent^, that  the  prolonged  siegCi  and  gallant  de- 
<Ne.  as.) 
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fence  of  that  city,  produced  all  the  subsequent  BOOK  If. 
misfortunes  of  the  campaign,  and  occasioned  the' 
loss  of  Italy. 

General  Melas  had  long  inaagined  the  army 
of  D^on  *to  be  as  fabulous  ai  the  soldiers  of 
Gadmus ;  and  when  its  existence  was  ascertained, 
so  defective  was  his  intelligence,  that  he  deemed 
it  to  b^  composed  at  most  of  eighteen  or  twenty 
thousand  men,  intended  to  make  a  diversion  in 
Italy,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  off  thie  Austrians 
from  the  blockade  of  Genoa.  Roused  at'  length' 
from  bis  dreams  of  security,  he  repaired  in  the' 
beginning  of  June,  and  while  Getioa  was  yet 
blockaded,  to  Piedmont,  and  assembled inha^te' 
the  main*  body  of  his  army,  in  order  to  defend 
the  passage  of  Uie  Po,  and  the  approaches  to 
Turin  and  Rivoli ;  but  here  he  found  to  his 
surprise  that  the  first  consul,  instead  of  proceed-; 
ing  immediately  to  the  relief  of  Genoa,  had  crossed 
the  Tessino,  and  established  himself  in  the 
Milanese.  On  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence, 
the  Austrians,  under  Genei^l  Ott,  fell  back  upon* 
Montebello,  near  Voghera.  The  French,  after 
concentrating  their  foroes,  took  a  strong  posi- 
tion on  the  north  banks  of  the  Po,  and  on  Uie 
9th  of  June,  the  van-guard  of  the  army,  under 
General  Lannes,  passed  that  river  opposite  to 
San  Giovanni,  after  a  vigorous  resistance.  On' 
the  following  day,  urgingibeir  march  to  Monte- 
bdlo,  they  were  furiously  attacked  by  the  flower 
of  the  Austrian  army,  Consisting  of  nfteen  thou- 
sand men,  under  the  command  of  General  Ott. 
For  some  time  the  conflict  was  doubtful ;  but  at 
length,  the  position  of  the  imperialists  on  the  rig^t 
bdng  tumra  by  the  force  under  General  Victor^ 
and  their  centre  piereed  by  the  bayonets*  of  the 
ninety-sixth  brigade,  the  fortune  of  the  day  was 
decided,  with  a  loss  on  the  part  of  the  Austrians 
of  four  thousand  men,  and  twelve  pieces  of 
artillery. 

This  victory  served  as  a  prelude  to  one  of 
the  most  decisive  actions  recorded' in  history;* 
After  a  variety  of  skirmishes,  which  notv  oc- 
curred daily,  the  Generals  Lannes,'  Victor, 
and  Murat,  who  commanded  the  sidvanced 
guard,  succeeded  in  driving  the  '  Austrians ' 
across  the  Bormida ;  but  notwithstanding 
these  partial  successes.  General  Melas,  having 
at  length  formed  a  junction  with  the  scattered 
detachments  of  his  army,  and  concentrated  his 
forces  at  Alexandria,  determined  to  attack  and 

S've  battle  to  the  enemy.  The  Austrian  army 
ing  divided  into  three  columns,  the  right  as- 
cended along  the  bank  of  the  Bormida,  while 
the  centre  followed  the  great  road  leading  to  the 
village  of  Marengo,  and  the  left  advanced 
towards  Castd  Ceriolo.  The  action  commenced 
exactly  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  14th 
of  June,  and  the  attack  of  the  Austnans,  equally 
impetuous  and  irresistible,  was  supported  by 
4P 
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SnVfr    Fre%aeiU  ^bMW*^  <^^  ^^^^  ^^  )iifwtey< 

€2i|4FJCVI.  also  took  place,  and  the  nabre  and  tbii^  baypMt} 
^•^?'^'>'^^**^  lyere  r^urred  to  bj  tura^. 
^^^.  General  Bf^iec,  |iei;ffivi^g  the  fovee  and^ 

intentiiH^  <^.tbe.iip^erialifit^  brought  up  tb^  €»n- 
t^e  and  tbe  van-guard  o(  tbe  Frencb  army  ;  an4 
Bpoaparte,  riding  i^lppg  tb^  r^aaksi  encouiagedt 
tbe  troopa  to  witteta^d  the  for^i  of  the  enem^f  wW 
•  had  already  assailed  the  line  no  lesa  thM  foittS 
tjtoaes,  without  being  ablatomaheaaycoMidara* 
Ue.  iJllpres8ioa^i  At  length,  exaqtly  at  no4N»» 
iprhile  fortune  wan^  vet  wavering,  General  Mek^i. 
deterniined  by  oac^  oold  movc^aMsn^  to  secure  the. 
^ictpry  of  the  day.  Haying  accordingly  asr 
^embled  ten  thousand  infairtry,  sofiported  by  a, 
'  body  of  cavalry  and  artillery,  h^.nnshed  into  the 
pkiin  of  BCarei^Oi  against,  the  right,  wing  o£tbo 
yxencb.  The  grenadiers  of  tlie-  consular  guard 
fisNT  son^e  time  resisted  the  ahock»  but  the  Aua<* 
trian  hors^,  and  several  squadrwf  of  the.  light 
artillery,  having  9)ade  an  evolatioo^  as  if  ti»  turn 
the  flank  of  the  enemy,  thQ  French,  who  ha4 
ahreadv  begun  to  gjive  way,  fell  into  disordet,  «ad 
their,  line,  was  broken*  Generjil  Victor,  ayTraidi 
l^t  a  total  rout  sbpuld  ensue,  and  learning  si  tWa 
qrisifi  that  the  vi]lagi»of  Marengp. had  been  car«> 
ijkd  by  the  Aiistrms,,  ordered  %  reti eat«  This, 
necessarily  produced,  a  correspondeat  moviement^ 
on  Uie  part  of  the  division,  under  Qemmi. 
Lann^s^  on  which,  tbe  e»emy,  Bum,  considering, 
ttiems^vea  certain  oif  a  triumph,  took  advantagia 
pf  so  fortunate  an  event  to  redouble  their  fire,  and 
tp  increase  their  impetoosityr 

ll^hile  the  hnperial  general  was  sending  off* 
epnrifdrs  to  pubUsh  the  news  of  hki  vi^ory. 
thirwghput  the  diSerj^t  cities  of  Italy,  Bonaparti^. 
n^se.ppwer,  reputation,  and  perhaps  life  itself, 
ij^feaaed  uppn  the  fate  of  this  contest^  rode  along 
the  line,  recalled  the  fugitives  to  their  duty, 
iBvdi^ed  the  memory  of  his  fenner  exploits,  and 
a8^|lred  thfS  troops,  -^  that  it  was  his  custom  to 
sleep  upon  the  neld  of  battle."  Behind  the  cen- 
tre of  the  French  line  was,  a  defilcy  havin|(  a 
wopd  on  one  side,  and  on  tbe  other  a  chain  of 
viiieyards,  extendug^  to  the  village  of  Marengo. 
Here  the  first  consul  deteruMued  to  make  his  final 
stand,  and  to  defend  the  entrance  to  this  pass  to 
tbe  last  extremity.  The  Austrians,  animated  by 
spiccess,  redoubled  their  efforts,  and  the  grouna 
'  ^as  every  where  strewed  with  the  dying  and  the 
de^d.  To  retreat  was  certain  «ruin  to  the 
French,  as  the  Austrian  cavalry  were  posted  at 
the  other  extremity  of  the  defile,  eagerly  waiting 
the  issue  of  the  combat,  and  ready  to  complete 
the  victory  thttt  their  gallant  comrades  began  to 
consider  as  already  achieved^  Ai  four  in,  tbe 
aAttrnoott, .  after  an  astonishing  struggle,  the 
French,  still  maintained  their  position.  General 
l|<das>  irritated  at /the.  obstinate  rs»Mtanoe  mfide 


mpoMMi  to,  oaUe^d  his  niiin^  io-.  ondec  to  tun 
the  oeitre  of  tbe^  o«em^y«  aM  by  tlinowi^  his 
infimtoy.  int^  tbe^  viaerardA  a«d  wi»pdw»   ta  in- 
ole«»  th«  KkoMi,  ajid  tA  e^  oflf  tboir  MtOBot 
M  thsi  mpfit  oritioal  m»ostafc    tbe.  divJaioM  of 
Qenesabs  Dcsaaix  ttdr  Monniav^    faripiM  the 
iesor«ve of  tbeCienoh  armiy,  laere.  d^Aeriad  at  a 
dJ(»taoM.     BonapartOr  wboae  tmgWh^fe^  aodMog 
cottH  escape^  soeing  these  sfaflOBniUe  flBceoun 
9^Tfi9Lc\Mf^  and  percei^mg  the  Auatria*  Mae 
doAgsanualy  w/wkened   by  the  last  naovMnents, 
determined   upon  mie   gnmd  eflfort,  to.  retDera 
tjhe.  fortune  of  the  dayw      Aa  the  battaMons  of 
reserve  earner  up,  thejL  formed  !■  line. -of  batlfe 
on  the  right.      What  had  now  hapf»eaed  bad 
been,  foreseen :  the  baittalioaii  horai  with  im|it- 
tienM» ;  tbe^dnunmer'a  eye  waited  for  tbe  sigiuJ; 
the  t)[^mpeter  with  has  asm  raised  prepared  bs 
bf  eafli !     The  signal  was  given^  and-  the  teni- 
ble  MS  de,  c^ge^  was  heard.     Deastti%  at  Ae 
bead  of  Ins.  tr/sops,  thnew  himself  with  implta* 
osity  into  the  midst  of  the.  Austrian  ranks,  aid 
charged   them   with   the,  bayonet*       Aithou^ 
twiee  repulsed)    andr  even  dismeuntod  from  In 
charger^  he  lushed.iuto  the  hottcatHof  the  fight; 
themain  bo^.of  the  French,  wUdh  bad  balt^  at 
his  appfpaeb,  on  thia  once  more  aanamed  an  in- 
powngk  attitude  ^  and  t  the  consular  g^nard,  both 
horse  and  foot,  conducted  itself  with  extraordiaaiy 
valour^  while,  the  ninth  demi-brinde  of  infintiy 
determined   to  merit,  their  appcfiatioa  of  ^  tlie 
incomparable."      At   the   same    raement,    the 
younger  Kellermann  attacked  tbe  Austrian  ca- 
valry, and  having  Arown  that  force  into  cosAi« 
sion,  the  first  line  of  the  imperialbta  was  brokes, 
and  obliged;  to  retire  on  the  seicond«     Instead sf 
giving   way,  the  united  column   advanced  aad 
endeavoured  to  retrieve  the  disaster  by  execst* 
in|^  a  charge  wbh  the  bayonet;  bat  tbe  whde 
of  the  French  army  had  now  moved  forward  ts 
support  the  reserve,  and  an  Austrian  ditiakm, 
consisting  of  no  less  than  six  thousand  grenadiers, 
being  surrounded,  were  forced. to  lay  dowo  thtk 
arms.    In  the  midst  of  all  these  snocesses  Ge- 
neral Dessaix  received  a  mortal  wound  from^ 
musket  hall.    This  served  only  to  ioinme  sttii 
higher  the  miliary  ardour  of.  the  troops,  who 
were  impatient  to  avenge  the  death  of  their  be* 
loved  commoner;  aad    when    Bonaparte  was 
informed  of  hia  fate,  he  exclaimed^  *^  Why  have  i 
not  time  to  weep  for .  bun."    The  imperiaiisti  had 
still  a  third  line  of  infaatrv  entise,  and  this  re- 
mained firm  until  attacked  by  General  ^^'^f^ 
wpth  the  divisions  under  Vatria  and  Boudet,  n» 
the  foot  grenadiers  of  the  consular  guard.  These 
troops,  being  supported  by  tba  artiUery,  u^dtf 
Marmont,.  tbe  eavaky,  commanded  by  Hsraii 
and  the  horse  grenadi^s,  headed  hgr  Besaieie^r 
soon  piercedtaad   brake  this  last  defeftc^f  ^ 
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and  ^e  Aiiatowi  ham^y  iamatry,  aad^  •rtUkry^ 
ited  promiseuoiisly  tawavda  ovo*  ef  tli0  bvdgMu 
laid  acrog»  th«  B^vmida,  whife'  the  vBur-guttrA 
preseDting  aa  undauated  finont^  wa»OHtt«|Maea- 
in  pf qtecting  tbe  rairaat  oi  Iha  mam  badly. 

NeiF^r  w^a  an^  €oniba4 jaare  obatiMie ;  vaemm 
was  any  victory  disputed  wjlb  neatet  pertiBROtty. 
The  two  armies,  consistiag  oi  one  hundred  and 
fifty  tbonsand  meat  wem  engaged  f»  fourteen 
hours,  and  thejf.  fcMishi*  daring  a  considerable 
part  of  this  time  ivilbia  muahei^hot.  The  leaa 
of  the  Austrians.  upon  thia  occasion  ins.  been 
estimated  at  fifteen  thousand,  of  which  wmvem 
thouHand  were  taken  priaoncfSi  togethet  with 
twelve  standarde^  and  twenty-siK  pieeea  of  oan»- 
DOB,  seven  generals,  and  ttore  than  fcuv  hundted 
oncers ;  that  of  the  French  is*  undoubtedly  under^ 
rated  by  themselves^  when  cakulnted  at^onlyftfe 
t^i^iisand  killed  and  wounded. 

Thti^s  ended  this  memorable  day.  The 
diijftiess  deprived  both  armies  of  the  means  of 
suc^iiriag  the  wounded,  a  great  imaritev  of 
whom  were  left  stretched  upon  tiie  field' of  baltio^ 
The  Austriana  and  the  French  now-beoonuag 
brethren  from  sad  necessity,  drew  near  to^  each 
other,  and  offisried  or  sought  mutaal  asriataneew 
'^  The  next  rooming,"  says  an  eye-witness,  ^^  I 
catered  the  great  court  at  Marengo  ;  I  iraa  tkaro 
stri«ck  with  a  sight  so^  horrible^  that  I  shudder  at 
itsrecoUeotion:  mare  tlnm  three  thousand  French- 
men  and  Aastriaas>  heaped  one  npon  aaother^  in 
the  yard^  in  the  graoariea,  in  the  staUes  and  out* 
houses,  evep  to  ti^  very  cellars  and  vavhs^  were 
uttering  the  most  heart-rending  lamentations^  and 
crying  out  by  turns  for  food«  foff  water,  and  for 
the  assistance  of  the  surgeon.  TO' add' to  the 
borrors  of  tb^e  scene,  prisoners  were  bnmgbt  in. 
from  every  part,  and  their  wanta  served  onl^  to 
io^Gureasethe  general  misery." 

The,  fate  of  General  Dessaix  filled  the  Freaeb 
ajrmy  with  grief.  To  lus  gallantry  thafiortune  of. 
the  day  was  principally  to  be  aitrtbated^  and  bis 
last  words,  at.  ooee  indiented  the  soarce  of  his 
hi^roic  aotisaa,  and  the  predominance  of  that  pas« 
sion  which,  baa  ever  actuated  the  bosoms  of  those 
^om  mankind  have  been  pleasedto  consider  aa 
hjeroes — Various  versions  have  been  giv^en  of  Ma 
dyiVftg  words,  but  the  rq>ort  of  them  as  stated  by 
young  Lebrun,  the.  son  of  the  third  console  is  this, 
*^*  Je  Ji^i&  ma  carriire  avee  U  seid  regret  de  n  ^ avoir 
pm  ass€zfait  pour  mv*e  dam  lapcaUriiiF^ — ^  I  die 
With  tMs.  regret  only-^hat  I  b^ve  not  done 
enougih  to  Jive  in  the;  remembrance  of  posterity  !" 
Born  a  noble»  he  beeam^in  the  early  period  of 
the  revoU^tion  ant  advoQs^  for  popular  rights^  and 
ro^  from  tbO:  rank  /A  a:  subaltern^  in  the  royal 
regiment  of  Bvitanny,  to  that  of  general  ot  a 
division  in  the  army  of  the  repubUc  After  A\»* 
tij)f^i^bing  him(9eUf  in  Ckrmany^  under  Pichegvu 


mid  MoreaU)  he  repaired  to  Afriea  with  Bbnav  BOOK  U 
parte,  and  having  obtained  the  conraiand  of  the  ■ 

Saidy  overoame  the  Mamelukes  and  the  Alralnrhr  Caip.Xff. 
a  number  of  cmgagements.  As:  bis  death  war 
lamented^  so  bin  fame  was'  unstained ;  for  wliHe,  in 
consequence  of  bis  bravery  and  talenfa,  he  left 
behmd  him  the  repotatidff  of  an  accomplished 
soldier  in  Burope,  by  a  rare  exarmnle  of  demencf 
and  diainlerestefhiest},  he  had  in  ogypt  acquired 
theapprilation  of  Hhejast  mttaun. 

As  no  action,  since  the  battle  of  Pat  via,  in  the 
year  1SS£^  had  been  disputed  with  such  inflexf  Ue 
obetiaacy,  so  likewise  no  combat  in  modem  timear 
had  been  productive  of  greater  events  than  the 
battle  of  Marengo.  General  Mdas,  who,  notwttb- 
standing  his  signal  defeat,  condncfed  himself  fike 
am  able  officer,  and  had  two  horses  shot  under  Irim^ 
wna  still  at  the  head  of  a  formidable  army ;  but: 
ian  peaitioQ  was  alarmfirg,  for  he  was  now  riiut 
up  m    a  mountoinoas    district,     between    the 
Baamidft  and  the  Tanaro,  entii^ely  destitute  at 
pao^sione,  and  in  a  great  measure  cut  oflTfrom; 
the  ^^risens  in  I^iedmont,  as  well  as  Tuscany 
and'Sm  Venetian  states.    Beiogtsonscioustiiat;  in 
case  of  the<  Iea«^  check,  his  troops-  would  ba 
uapder  the  neeessity'  of  laying  down  their  arms, 
and    considering.  Ma   present  posture  exactlf 
similar  to  that  <rf  a  besieged  town,  he  agreed  to 
ar  capitulation,  sneh  as  the  perils  of*  bis  sftuation 
ootila:  alone  justify.    Accordingly;  on  the  Nth  of' 
•bme,  tw^n  days  after  the  battle  of  Marengo,  it 
was-  agreed  tlmt  a  tfuee  should  take  phme,  until  a 
messenger  arrived  from  tbecourt  of  Yienaa ;  and ' 
in  the  mean  time,  the  fortresses  of   Tortona^ 
Alexattdria>  Milan,  Turin,  Pizaighitone,  Arena, 
and  Placenna,  as  well  aa  those  of  Coni,  Ceva, 
Savona,  Urbino,  and  the  city  of  Genoa,  were  to 
hn>  delivered  np  to  Ae  French  ;  who,  to  insure  the 
foftllment  of  the  conditions,  would  permit  the 
Austrian  army  te  march  only  by  divisions,  and  at 
dMfbrent  periods.     On  the  execution  of  this  capi- 
tulaiiony  Bonaparte,  after  a  brilHant  campaign 
of'  only  two  months,  confided  the  command  of  the 
arroy  el  Italy  toMassena,  and  returned  to  Paris,, 
in  which  city  be  arrived  at  half-past  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  M  of  July. 

The  French,  victorious  on  the  banks  of  the  Bor-^ 
raida,  were  also  destined  to  triumph  on  those  of 
the  Danube.  No  sooner  had  Moreau,  the  French 
commander- in^hief  in  Germany,  received  an 
aoeouBt  of  the  decisive  victory  of  Marengo,  and- 
learned  that  the  convention  did  not  extend  to 
Germany,  than  he  determined  to  penetrate  into 
the  heredHary  states  of  the  house  of  Austria.  To 
enable  him  to  provide  for  the  necessities  of  bis 
troops,  he  immediately  levied  a  contribution  of 
six  ffiilMons  of  livres  on  the  circle  of  Franconia, 
and  then  pvt  bis  troops  in  motion  for  tbepurpose 
of-  obliging  Marshal  Kray  either  to  withdraw 
from  Iris  prssent  atatiou;  or  to  fight  a  de<^i8iva 
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BPOK  II.  battle.    The  marshal,  howeverj  maiptained  pos- 
*  sessioii  of  his  camp  at  Ulm,    notwithstanding 
CaAP.XVI.  Lecourbe,    who    had    obtained    possession    of 
^-^T^^-^  Augsbourgy  menaced  the  capital  ot  Bavaria. 
^^^  Finding  that  the  Austrian  field-marshal  was 

not  be  removed  from  his  position  by  demonstra- 
tionsy  General  Moreau  crossed  the  Danube  with 
the  main  body  of  his  army,  and  on  the  IMi  of 
June,  attacked  the  troops  under  General  Starray, 
who  was  advantageously  posted  at  Blenheim,  a 
plain  already  rendered  lamous  in  the  military 
annals  of  Europe,  in  consequence  of  the  victory 
gained  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  Moreau, 
more  fortunate  than  his  countryman,  Marshal 
Tallard,  succeeded  on  the  very  spot  where  the 
letter  had  been  discomfited  by  the  allies;  and 
after  a  short  but  vigorous  ac^on,  obliged  the 
Austrian  general  to  abandon  Ulm,  and  retire  into 
Franconia.  Inde&tigable  in  his  exertions^  the 
French  commander  immediately  marched  in  pur* 
suit  of  the  retreating  enemy,  and  having  come 
up  with  him  at  Neubourg,  another  action  and 
another  victory  on  the  part  of  the  French  ensued, 
on  which  occasion  they  had  to  lament  the  loss  of 
Latour  d' Auvergne-Corret,  the  great-  grandson  of 
Marshal  Turenne,  who  fell,  like  his  illustrious 
ancestor,  in  the  arms  of  victory.  Immediately 
after  this  engagement,  the  French  army  entered 
Bavaria,established  their  head-quarters  at  Munich, 
and  were  preparing  for  new  exploits,  when  the 
armistice,  that  had  taken  place  in  Italy,  was 
extended  to  Germany,  and  the  continent  once 
more  experienced  a  short  respite  from  the  horrors 
of  war. 

While  the  imperialists  withdrew  their  detach- 
ments from  the  country  of  the  Grisons  on  the  one 
liand,  so  as  to  strengthen  their  position  in  Italy, 
and  extended  their  front  to  the  other,  with  an 
intention  to  cover  the  hereditary  states,  the 
French  army  formed  one  grand  uninterrupted  line 
of  communications  from  &e  borders  of  the  Rhine, 
near  Frankfort,  to  the  shores  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lucca.  At  the 
period  the  armies  df  France  assumed  this  impos- 
ing attitude,  and  were  prepared,  on  the  renewal 
of  hostilities,  to  reconquer  the  whole  of  Italy, 
partly  b^^  means  of  arms  and  partly  by  new  revo- 
lutions, it  was  deemed  politic  to  .make  peace 
with  the  Barbary  powers,  as  nothing  could,  be 
obtained  from  them  by  a  continuance  of  the  war, 
and  they  might  be  rendered  extremely  serviceable 
by  supplving  the  ports  in  the  Mediterranean  with 
com  and  provisions.  Accordingly  tr^ties  were 
entered  into  and  signed  with  &e  regencies  of 
Tunis,  Algiers,  and  TripoU.  At  the  same  period 
a  negociation  took  place  between  the  French 
government  and  the  plenipotentiaries  from  Ame- 
rica, which,  after  some  delay,  terminated  in  ^n 
adjustment  of  all  the  existing  differences  between 
the  two  republics,  and  in  a  treaty  highly  favour- 


able to  both  countries.  Bv  this  treaty,  whidi 
negoeiated  as  if  a  war  had  actually  existed,  ft 
among  other  articles  agreed,  that  h^ioeforth 
firm,  inviolable,  and  universal  peace,  should 
between  the  two  countries  ;  that  the  restitntion  of 
captured  vessels  should  be  made  on  both  sides  ; 
that  the  debts  contracted  by  individuals  of  both 
nations  should  be  paid,  in  die  same  manner  as  if 
no  misunderstanding  had  ever  taken  place ;  that 
the  commerce  between  the  two  nations  should  be 
free,  and  their  vessels  treated  like  those  of  tbe 
most  favoured  nations  ;  and  that  the  citizens  of 
^ch  should  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
immunities  of  the  respective  countries. 

The  differences  subsbting  between  flie  Ba- 
ropean  powers  were  not  so  easily  ajpcommo- 
dated ;  although,  on  the  2Sth  of  July,  prelimin- 
aries of  peace,  founded  on  the  treaty  of  Campo 
Foimio,  wore  ooncluded  at  Faris,  between  the 
Count  de  St.  Julien,  on  behalf  of  his  imperial 
majesty  and  M.  Talleyrand,  on  the  part  of^he 
Frendi  republic.  The  intervention  of  the  Ag- 
lish  ambassador  at  the  court  of  Vienna  prevented 
however  the  ratification  of  ttiis  treaty  by  his  impe- 
rial majesty,  who  demanded  that  plempotentiaria 
from  Great  Britain  should  be  admitted  to  assist 
at  a  congress,,  to  be  held  at  LuneviUe. 

Bonaparte,  after  some  resistance,  at 
length  complied  with  an  application  that  had 
been  itiade  on  the  part  of^  Lord  Minto,  the 
minister  who  had  so  lately  interdicted  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  separate  treatv ;  and  M.  Otto,  a 
confidential  agent  of  the  French  government,, 
resident  in  London,  was  immediately  instructed 
to  propose  a  maritime  truce,  in  return  for  Wbidi 
the  cessation  of  hostilities  was  not  to  be  inter- 
rupted on  the  continent.  A  project  for  this  pur- 
pose was  accordingly  presMited  on  the  4th  of 
September,  by  which  the  ships  of  wmr  and  mer- 
chantmien  of  the  two  powers  were  to  enjoy  a  free 
navigation,  without  being  subject  to  search; 
neutral  vessels  were  to  be  allowed  to  repair  to 
Alexandria,  Malta,  and  Belleisle,  in  order  Is 
furnish  those  places  with  provisions ;  the  blo^- 
adeofBrest,  Cadiz,  Toulon,  and  Flushing,  was 
to  be  raised  ;  and  his  catholic  majesty,  as  well 
as  the  Batavian  republic,  was  to  be  admitted  to 
the  benefit  of  these  stipulations.  In  reply  to 
these  propositions,  the  English  ministry  pro- 
fessed their  readiness  to  accme  to  a  suspension 
of  hostilities  by  sea,  provided  the  terms  were 
modified ;  they  would  not  however  permit  the 
importation  of  naval  and  military  stores  into  the 
ports  of  the  enemy,  or  the  introduction  of  more 
provisions  at  one  time  than  were  necessary  for 
fourteen  days'  consumption.  In  the  midst  df 
these  discussions,  which  were  protracted  from  the 
2ith  of  August  to  the  0th  of  October,  the  ar- 
mistice on  £e  continent  Was  suffered  to  expire ; 
and  the  emperor  Umselfi  who,  with  the  Archduke 
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.JMuiy  kad  «q»BUied  to  tbe  .bead-quaaptera  of  the 
•msmjf   was  mdar  thn   a^oeMity  of  .purdiasuig 
A  4i6«r  'tr4io6||  liN-  .forty •five  day%  on  terms  that 
indicated  the  critical  situatioa   of  the  houae'of 
.Austria,  wba,  aa  a  hoon  for  this  abort  respite^ 
^tttreiidered  into  the  'hands  of  the  enemy  the 
citka    of  PbiUpBlAirg,    UUn,    and  Ingolstadt. 
^Nor  waa  ibis  all,  ^for  General  Brane,  now  ap« 
jpointed  tto  thefoomnand  of  the  French  aony  in 
jltaly,   talciBg  f^jivstU/Bge   of  tiie  exoeaaas  com- 
mittfd  bjf  a  band  of  vinaargeots  in  the  mountain- 
ous distjriots  in  ribe  neighbourhood  of   Arezao, 
iavaded  Tuscany,   and  on  the  15th  of  October 
•eotered  »Floreflsoe.      A  di vision  of  his  army  at 
the  same  time  e^sed  on  Leghorn,  without  re* 
sistance,  Arezzo  was  soon  after  taken  by  storm, 
and  the  inhabitants    found  in  arms  massacred; 
^vrhile    Somroariva,    who  commanded  the  impe- 
rialists, conscious  of  his  inferiority,  was  reduced 
to  tbe  necessity  of  evacuating  the  country. 
^^  Precisely  three  weelcs  after  the  pienipoten- 
tiariea  had  met  at  X«ttn£^41te,    for  llie  purpose 
of  renewing  the  negeciations  for  j>eace,  a  rup- 
ture of  the  armistice  took  place,  and  hostilities 
were  once  more  resumed.     The  l^etich,  unable 
to    tor^  Austria   Itfto  a  •separate  treaty,  and 
relying  ^a  'the  aaoendeney  ^hey  (had  obtained, 
determined  to  renew  the  contest.     Augereau,  at 
the    head  of  the  Batavian    army,    accordingly 
crossed  to  the  right  bank  of  tlie  Rhine,    while 
JHfttcdoifaid,  now  staiionett'in  the  oountry  of  the 
-Gmons,  prepared  *tD 'teale  tbe    Shetiaa  Alps, 
^Mid  desoisnd  *with  wew  i8uo<h>Ups  into  Italy. 

Aogeveau,  in  Hhe  nvean  time,  after  defeat- 
ing 4he  raw 'levies  '<rfdie  Bledor  of  Mencs,  waa 
petteitrtftiag  through  iPramoonia  to  communicate 
^iththe  most  mimetDas  army  >tbat  iPrancehad 
•eTer^aetft  into  Gtermaiyy,  ^Aaeed  under  tbe  oem- 
mand  of  Gfekiemi  Moreaii.  Having  proceeded 
4n  quest  df  the  Aui^triaM,  tbe  advaoced-'guardH 
eneeontered  eaeh<M]er  at  Haag,  where,  as  at 
Rosenheim,  iht  imperialists  obtained  Hbe  sspe- 
riority. 

The  AvcSifduise  John,  now  «t  tbe  hend  of 
th^  imperial  army,  elevailed  witli  these  unex- 
fiected  successes,  ccflledted  all  Ms  foitces,  and 
detemtned  to-tfttiiek  Ibe  ^republicans,  fiarly  ki 
the  morning  df  Ihe  Sd  of  l)ecember,  the  Ana- 
trians  matKAied  tto^ards  HWheifUnden  ki  three 
eolumns-^tlie  centre  aioug  tbe  principal  road  to 
Munich,  und  tbe  right  and  the  left  through  the 
woods  on  each  sid^  of  the  great  road.  By  one  of 
€bose  ftceidents  by  which  the  fate  of  battles  and 
of  empires  is  nometitties  decided,  tbe  left  wiffg 
of  the  Austrian  tfritiy,  misled  by  a  deep  ^\l  of 
snow,  wbidi  eoN^er^  the  ground  at  that  season, 
bent  its  tna^eh  ^wardv'  fibemsperg,  instead  ^f 
taking  the  road  to  Ht>hettlinden.  The  battle  com- 
menced about  nine  o^^todk,  and  Hbe  Anetrians 
fought  mtfa  gi^tft  bravery,  %ttt  General  Ri€bti« 
(No.  23.) 


4^nse,  having  |M6Voed  'halween  tbe  -iriglit  wii^  €00K  Ji. 
and  the  centre,  threw  tbe  inu»ecialists  into  dM 
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order,  4Uid  their  riisasten  soon  beoome  irretcie^-  t^up*XVl. 
able.  Tbe  left  wing  also,  being  cut  off  firamthe 
SBain  bodf  9  was  oomirfeialy  -d^eated  ^  amd  the 
/right,  under  G:^ieral  Kienma^yer,  suffered  iSb- 
^ercly  befi[Nre  the  baah»  of  the  iseroonld  iiNea^ 
tained.  On  this  fetal  day,  ten  ^thousand  men 
vrere  left  on  the  field  by  the  A«strioa>i,  while 
eighty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  other  trophies  'of 
victory,  fell  into  the  .hands  of  the  F^pttbticaaia. 

Nor  were  the  'Freiu3i  less  fortunate  in  Ita^. 
Maodonald,  after  sc«dii|g  the  Splugen,. was  pre- 
pared to  turn  the  lines  of  tbe  Minnio  and' the 
Adige.  General  Bruae,  at  the  aame  ^taae, 
marched  against  the  Austrian  army,  now  com- 
manded by  tbe  Count  de  Bellegarde,  who  in  vain 
attempted  to  defend  the  borders  of  the  Mincio, 
from  f^eschiera  to  Mantua.  After  losing  twenty- 
four  pieces  of  cannon,  and  about  four  thousand 
men,  the  imperialists  retreated  in  considerable 
disorder,  ana  were  followed  %  tbe  JPrenofa^wbo 
passed  the  Adige  and  Brenta  in  pursuit  of  them, 
and  encamped  within  a  few  leagues  of  tbe  city  of 
Venice. 

At  no  period  ^  their  hiiftory,  tttM'ev«n  in  the 
early  part  of  the  reign  of  Mam  Theresa,  was  the 
situation  of  the  Austrian  monarchy  more  criti- 
cal tlian  at  this  juncture.  The  French,  after  tbe 
signal  victory  of  Hohenlinden,  had  crossed  the 
Inn  aind  the  ips,  and  arriving  at  Steyer,  in 
Upper  Austria,  were  within  sevviiteen  ieagtiea  Of 
Vienna.  The  Galln  -Beta vusn  ^troops  c(t  tbe>  aaMD 
tiflDe  ttpproached  the  heredloary  states  by  advano- 
ing  alongthe  Danube :  Miicdoiisildj'in'jposseBsidli 
-of  the  mountains  of  the  Ty^oK  rhad  flie  option 
of  either  descending  into  itaty  or  Qennf»f; 
while  Brune,  after  a  campaign  of  only  vmrntv 
days,  during  whioh'he  had  taken  fifteen  (hoosana 
prisoners,  blockaded  Mantua,  «nQ  wus  ready  to 

Jienetrate  into  the  mountains  <it  Garintbia,    to 
brm  a  ifuaction  wtih  the  iniMovlous  Qegiuiis  4( 
General  Moreau. 

The  Emperor  Franoia  U.  eubmittiifg  to  bis 
hard  fortune,  and  hwving  previously  obtained  the 
consent  of  the  cabinet  of  St^^tfaies'a,  found  hima^f 
-under  the  neceseiHy  of  sulnff  fsr  a  aenamte^peaoe. 
The  oondittons  were  indeedaevere ;  butas  he  was 
•now  in  a  worse  situation  than  at  the  'treaty  4>f 
Leoben,  he  'waa<oMfg^itD4$oneent  to  tmmeit^B 
sacrifices.  The  armistice,  which  was  for  forty^ 
Ifivedays,  was  eitecuted'at>Steiyer,4he4iead-4uar- 
-ters  'Of  ^Seneral  Mereau,  oh  the  ttftth  0(  iDeeem- 
ber,  and  by  4ha  ddn  veniion  4t  'wM  stiptflnted  Ifaut 
4be  TyM  should  be  wtidly  '«V«(maicKl  -by  (the 
AiMtrians,  ttnd  (be  fottMM^b  of  Bmmau  %ik1 
Wurtaboorg  delif^^ed  «p  te  the  ^eneh.  These 
Mipiflationa  ttmie  neon  e^fter  fdllowed  by  a  n^lr 
engagement^  mHi^trtd  into  at  Trevieo,  on  ^e  KMh 
«fJanuatnF,  4801,  JbetvMen  «he  Qenerata  Brune 
4  Q 
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BOOK  IL  and  Bellegarde,  and  by  whieh  a  cessation  of  hos- 

•  tilities  wa3  obtained  in  Italy  on  the  sarrender  of 

Chap.  XVI.  Pescbiera,  Sermione,  Vwona,  Legnano,  Fernura, 

^^^TftruT*^  and  Ancona. 

1 900  III  consequence  of  the  preliminary  articles 

signed  at  Luneville  on  (he  36ch  'of  the  same 
monthy  Mantua  was  also  deliYered  up ;  and  by  a 
definitive  treaty,  signed  on  the  0th  of  Febmary, 
and  ratified  by  the  diet  of  the  empire,  oo  the  7th 
of  September  following,  the  Austrian  Nether- 
lands were  ceded  in  perpetuity  to  France,  ts 
well  as  the  whole  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine; 
wiih  the  county  of  Falkenstein  and  FrickhtaL 
All  (he  principal  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Campo 
Formic  were  at  the  same  time  confirmed,  the  Cis- 
alpine and  Ligttrian  republics  were  recognized^ 


and  the  duchy  of  Tuscany,  now  converted  into  » 
kingdom,  under  (he  appellation  of' Etmria,  was 
bestowed  upon  Louis  I.  the  hereditary  Frmoe  ^ 
Parma. 

This  conclusion  of  a  vnur  which  had  laiKed 
the  same  number  of  years  as  the  siege  of  Troy, 
proved  a  subject  of  great  exultation  to  the  French 
nation.  The  first  consul  ha8(ened  to  notify  the 
joyful  event  to  the  legislative  body,  the  tribunate, 
and  the  con8erva(ive  senate ;  and  While  he  con* 
gratulated  the  French  nation  on  the  one  hand^ 
he  endeavoured  to  impress  all  the  countries  of 
Europe  with  the  persuasion,  that  it  was  the  am*- 
bition  of  England  alone  which  still  continued  t^ 
disturb  the  tranquillity  of 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

Naval  Cavpaioh  of  1600:  Blockade  of  Genoa — Lossqftke  Queen  Che^lotte^ Attack  on  QuiberoU 
— Surrender  rf  Goree — Expedition  to  Ferrol^To  Cadiz — Capture  of  Malta — Surrender  9f 
Curaq^o-^  Confederacy  of  the  Northern  Powers — 'Segodatiou  with.  Denmark — Revival  of  the 
Treaiy  of  armed  Neutrality — Civil  History  of  France:  Conqdracy  against  the  Consular 
Cavemment'^jittempt  on  the  First  ConsuVs  lAfe^  by  an  infernal  Machine — State  <f  &. 
Domingo-^Election  of  Pope  Pius  FIL 


THE  naval  power  of  Great  Britata  vras 
never  more  conspicuous  than  during  the  present 
'  period.  So  decisive  indeed  had  been  her  supe- 
riority on  the  ocean,  that  since  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  no  less  than  three  hundred  and  twenty 
ships  had  been  taken  from  (he  French,  eighty^ 
nine  from  the  Dutch,  and  seventy*five  from  the 
Spaniards,  of  which  seventy-eight  were  of  the 
line ;  while  on  the  other  hancl,  only  forty-nine  had 
been  captured  from  lilogland,  and  of  these,  three 
only  were  vessels  offeree.  In  consequentse  of  our 
unrivalled  dooumon  on  this  element,  it  appears 
to  have  been  in  agitation,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  campaign,  to  make  a  powerful  diversion  in 
&veur  of  the  allies,  by  means  of  an  irruption  into 
the  southern  provinces  of  France ;  but  the  sud- 
den return  and  singularly  good  fortune  of  Bona- 
Krte,  prevented  tiie  execution  of  this  design, 
rd  Keith,  however,  appeared  with,  a  strong 
aqnadron  off  Genoa,  and  assisted  General  Melas 
in  conducting  the  siege  of  that  ci(y.  Some  ships 
detached  by  the  vice-admiral,  in  conjuaction  with 
others  sent  thither  by  the  King  of  Napl»,  o<m(ri- 
hutod  greatly  to  the  reduction  of  the  fortress  of 
Savooa ;  and  when  the  imperial  conmiander  found 
it  neoessary  to  convert  the  attack  of  Genoa  into  a 
blodiadO)  the  British  cnusersintercep(ed  all  sup- 
plies, and  actually  produced  a  aurrender  in  con- 
sequence of  the  fan^ae  that  ^isued. 

The  fall  of  this  fortress^  the  second  Toulon, 


as  it  has  been  called^  of  the  Mediterranean,  served 
to  eonsole  the  gaUant  vioc^admiral  for  the  unfor- 
tunate loss  of  the  Queen  Ohartotte,  Lord  Keith'o 
flag  ship,  mounting  one  hundred  and  twenty  guns, 
and  one  of  the  finest  ships  in  the  British  navy. 
On  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  March,  bang  at 
tiiat  time  four  or  five  leagues  off  Leghorn,  tiiis 
stupendous  vessel  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire. 
All  the  ships  in  the  harbour,  foreign  as  well  as 
English,  put  off  to  her  relief,  and  aflbrded  her 
every  possible  assistance  \  but  about  eleven  o^dock 
she  blew  yp  with  a  tremendous  explosion,  and 
suffered  in  a  moment  almost  total  destructioa! 
By  this  etent  upwards  of  six  hnodted  seamen 
and  marines  perished,  and  of  the  whole  crew  not 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  escaped  with 
their  lives,  among  whom  was  the  admiral,  who 
happened  at  that  moment  to  he  onshore. 

In  the  summer  of  the  jwesent  year,  the 
western  departments  of  France  were  n'equently 
menaced  by  the  appearance  of  hostile  armaments, 
and  kept  in  continual  alarm  by  partial  debarka- 
tions. Sir  Edward  P^Iew,.  in  the  Impetuenx, 
with  a  flying  squadron^  and  three  troop  ships, 
made  an  attack  on  Quiberon,  on  the  4th  of  Jun^. 
The  Thames  and  Cvntbia  having  cannonaded  the 
south-west  end,  and  silenced  some  batteries.  Ma- 
jor Ramsay  landed  with  a  small  body  of  soldiers 
aud  destroyed  them.;  but  Fort Penthievre proved 
too  Strong  to  be  reduced,  .  The  same  commander 
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was  also  successful  in  an  attempt  upon  the 
Morbihan,  haTing  seized  several  sloops  and  gun- 
vessels,  and  burnt  a  national  corvette  of  eighteen 
ffuns,  by  means  of  a  detachment  from  the  Queen^s 
regiment,  assisted  by  the  gun-launches  under 
lieutenant  Pinfold.  Sir  John  Borlase  Warren 
also  succeeded  in  an  attack  on  a  convoy  at  anchor 
near  a  fort  within  the  Penmarks;  and  in  the 
destruction  of  fifteen  sail  of  merchantmen  and 
four  armed  vessels  intended  for  their  protection, 
vrithin  the  sands  of  Boverneuf  bay.  These  ex- 
ploits, combined  with  many  others  of  a  similar 
nature,  were  calculated  to  annoy  the  commerce 
of  the  enemy,  and  to  put  an  actual  stop  to  their 
coasting  trade ;  but  what  was  of  still  greater 
consequence,  they  intercepted  the  supplies  of 
wine,  nrandy,  flour,  and  provisions,  intended 
for  the  fleet  at  Brest.  On  the  7th  of  July,  Cap- 
tain loman,  of  the  Andromeda,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  armed  vessels  and  fire-ships,  made  an 
^^ck  on  four  frigates,  one  of  which  carried  a 
i^ad  pendant,  anchored  in  Dunkirk  roads,  and 
Capt.  Campbell,  of  the  Dart,  succeeded  in  board- 
ing and  capturing  one  of  them,  which  proved  to 
be  La  Desh*6e,  of  forty  guns,  but  the  rest  cut  their 
cables  and  took  refuge  within  the  Braak  sand. 

In  the  month  of  April,  the  island  of  Goree, 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  a  place  of  great  strength 
Btksi  importance,  surrendered  to  Commodore  Sir 
Charles  Hamilton,  commanding  the  Ruby  and 
'Melpomene  ships  of  war,  without  the  slightest 
attempt  at  resistance. 

Towards  the  middle  of  the  summer  a  secret 
expedition,  on  a  large  scale,  was  fitted  out,  which 
in  no  point  of  view  realized  the  expectations  of 
the  puolic.  The  primary  object  of  this  formid- 
able armament  was  the  conquest  of  Belleisle ; 
but  the  defence  appeared  too  strong  to  invite,  or 
perhaps  to  admit,  the  attempt;  the  expedition 
therefore  proceeded  to  the  coast  of  Spain,  and 
arrived  on  the  25th  of  August  before  the  harbour 
of  Ferrol.  After  a  fort  of  eight  twenty-four 
pounders  had  been  silenced  by  the  fire  of  the  Im- 
petueux.  Brilliant,  and  Cynthia  ^ips  of  war,  a 
debarkation  was  effected  duripg  the  evening,  in 
a  small  opening  near  Cape  Prior,  under  the 
superintendence  of  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  and  the 
whole  army,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-general 
Sir  James  Pulteney,  reached  the  shore  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  man.  Sixteen  field-pieces, 
attended  by  seamen  from  the^men-of-war,  to  assist 
in  dragging  the  guns,  were  landed  at  the  same 
time«  The  reserve  followed  by  the  other  Iroops 
in  succession  as  they  gained  the  beach,  immedi- 
ately ascended  a  ridge  of  hills,  and  dislodged  a- 
party  of  the  enemy,  who  had  been  stationed  at 
that  place  to  resist  their  advance.  At  day-break 
the  following  morning,  a  more  considerable  body 
of  Spaniards  was  forced  to  retire,  by  the  Earl  of 
Cavau's  brigade,  so  that  the  English  remained  in 


complete  possession  of  the  heights  of  Brion  and  BOOK  11. 
Balon,  which  command  the  town  of  Ferrol  and  ■ 
the  ships  of  war  in  its  capacious  harbour.  In  p**^^!^^* 
this  prosperous  state  of  affairs,  and  at  the  moment  i  goO 
when  the  army  expected  to  advance,  a  retreat 
was  ordered  to  be  effected  by  the  general,  who, 
as  he  remarks  in  his  official  dispatch,  published 
in  the  London  Gazette  of  the  6th  of  September, 
**  had  now  an  opportunity  of  observing  minutely 
the  situation  of  the  place,  and  of  forming,  from 
the  reports  of  prisoners,  an  idea  of  the  strength 
of  the  enemy ;  when,  comparing  the  diificulties 
that  presented  themselves,  and  the  risk  attend- 
ant en  a  failure  on  the  one  hand,  with  the  pros- 
pect of  success,  and  tlie  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  it  on  the  other,  he  came  to  the  determina- 
tion to  re-embark  the  troops,  in  order  to  proceed 
without  delay  on  the  further  destination.'*  The 
embarkation  of  the  troops  and  artillery  was  effect- 
ed, by  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  the  captains 
of  the  squadron,  without  loss ;  and  in  tlie  words 
of  Sir  John  Borlase  Warren,  to  whom  the  com- 
mand of  the  squadron  was  confided,  ^^  the  ships 
and  convoy  proceeded  in  execution  of  their 
orders." 

Soon  after  this  failure  on ^  the  coast  of  Galicia, 
another  expedition,  equally  unsuccessful,  was  di- 
rected against  the  province  of  Andalusia.  The 
city  of  Cadiz,  now  afflicted  with  an  epidemical 
distemper,  exactly  similar  to  the  plague,  was 
threatened  at  the  same  time  with  a  visit  from  a 
powerful  armament.  This  force  consisted  of  the 
squadron  in  the  Mediterranean,  amounting  to 
twenty-two  ships  of  the  line,  and  twenty-seven 
frigates,  with  eighty-four  transports  and  other 
vessels,  making  in  all  a  fleet  of  one  hundred  and 
three  sail,  and  having  on  board  an  army  of 
twenty  thousand  men.  Having,  on  the  6th  of 
October,  come  to  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Cadiz, 
Don  Thomas  de  Morla,  the  governor,  immediate- 
ly addressed  a  letter  to  the  British  admiral,  in 
which  he  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  arrival  of 
a  hostile  squadron  during  the  prevalence  of  a 
disease  which  **  carried  off  thousands  of  victims, 
and  threatened  not  to  suspend  its  ravages  till  it 
had  cut  off  all  those  who  had  hitherto  escaped/* 

"  I  have  too  exalted  an  opinion  of  tbe'Enj^lisb  people, 
ami  of  you  in  particular,"  adds  the  Kt>Ternor,  *'  to  think 
that  you  would  wish  to  render  our  condition  more  depbnm- 
ble.  However,  if,  in  consequoQce  of  the  orders  your  exeeJ- 
lency  has  received,  you  are  inclined  to  attract,  die  execqi- 
tion  of  all  nations,  to  cover  yourselves  with  disgraf x  i»  tte 
eyes  of  the  universe,  by  oppressinof  the  unfortunate, 'and 
attadcing  those  who  are  supposed  to  be  incapable.of  defence ; 
I  declare  to  you,  that  the  ^rrison  under  my  orders,  aociis- 
tomed  to  bebokl  death  with  a  serene  couutenanoe,  and  to 
brave  dangers  mater  thao  all  the  perils  of  war,  know  how 
to  exhibit  a  resistance  that  shall  not  terminate  but  with  their 
entire  destruction.  I  hope,"  continues  he,  *'  that  the  answer 
of  your  excelleacy  will  inform  me,  whether  I  am  to  speak 
the  lansruage  of  consolation  to  the  unfortunate  inhabitants, 
or  \y  beiber  I  am  to  rouse  them  to  indignatio'to  and  revenge.** 
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BO0K41.         <n  mswcfr  'to  (hh  intenestfaig'letteir  a  johit 

n^j^wtosY^urtied,  in  tbe  tiatne  of  ^ir  fll.  Htbcr* 

Chap.  XVII.  Qrotobie  Tmfl  liOrdiKeith,  in  Whn^h,  ctfUir  expres* 
^"T^jrT*^  sing  a  ^tte^ompssaion  for  ihie  deplorable  stste  of 
.  ^^^^     the  d*yof'Caai2,lliej  observe, 


Thti  •a.miftilifr  iof  his  eathslk  mtjcBty's 
armed  ia  vrder  to  joia  the  twval'forae  ^f 'the  Fveftch,  mmA 
to  be  employed  in  preloi|£^q|jf  the  troubles  which  affect  all 
the  dations  of  'Ertrope,  disturb  jpuhMe  order,  and  destroy 
(be  happhiess  of  iudiridfials.  '*' ^Ve  hare,"  added  ibey, 
*^rat««ed  oniers  fMihi  t)inr^8o¥<^rtigii  to  use  every  cVbn  te 
^eibiit  tlie  fMrqysots^of  tlK.^eoBnnoB-enfny,  by  eadeaveoriag 
to  take  and  dBstrflqr>the  abtpaof  war  wbhsn  are  in  the  baiboar 
and  arsenal  of  CadiB.  The  number  of  troops  intrusted  to 
(Mr  \c#in  Aland,  teartes  but  little  doubt  of  the  success  of  the 
Miterf^e.  'fl^e'are  ndt  disposed'to  fniiltiAly,  timfeeessarily , 
tke  vrils  fatepaiaUd  taa  war.  'Bbiala  yottr^excellaiiey 
teansent  to  tgive  op  a>  us  the  naaaeto  affitlied  or^nniiig  ia 
order  torSct  iffainst  our  king,  and  to  prolong  the  misfortunes 
of  neighbounnij^  nations,  your  crews  and  officers  shall  be  set 
at  libertv,  and  our  fleet  shall  withdraw.  Otherwise  we  must 
aat'mnromiably  totbe  vrd^rs  which  hare  been  g^en'to  as» 
and  ^or  exerilencgr  caaaot  attrilmtete  any  otker  than  yoap* 
self  the  addilional  avils  whieh  yeufesir."  s 

The  brave  Spaniard  having  stigmatized  this 
proposal,  as  ^^  insulting  to  the  person  to  ^rhom  it 
^as  addressed^  and  but  little  honourable  to  those 
from  ^hom  it  proceeded  V^  an  attack  now  appear* 
ed. inevitable,  and  everv  thing  was  prepared  for 
^fibcting  a  landing,  under  the  direction  of  Ccgpt. 
'Cochrane,  assisted  by  Captains  Stevensou^lMor* 
rlson,  Lamour,  and  Ascoueh,  but  the  weather 
proved  so  unfavourable  that  it  was  deemed  proper 
to  desisti  and  (he  enterprise  was,  in  consequence, 
siltogether  abandoned. 

Two  other  occurrences,  more  fortutiate  in 
th^ir  result,  remain  to  be  mentioned.    Malta,  so 
unjustly  seizedl>y  Bonaparte  in  the  course  of  bis 
expedition   to    Lgypt,   had  now  experienced  a 
blockade  oF  two  vears  both  bv  sea  and  land,  dur- 
ing v^hidi  time  Ueneral  Vauboia,  the  Trench  go- 
vernor, had  been  summoned  no  less  than  eight 
dilTereift  times.   At  length,  all  hopes  of  receiving 
aupplies  from  France  having  vanished,  an  attempt 
Vafe  made  to  «ave  two  frigates,  Lia  Diane  and 
lia  Justice,  in  the  harbour,  but  the  former,  while 
makitag  an  effort  to  escape,  was  overtaken  and 
4»lptured,    while  (he  latter,   under  cover  of  the 
Aight,  was  sueoessful  enough  to  elude  the  vigil- 
BB»e  of  the  Svitiah  squadron^  and  to  effect  her 
•caiMe  to  fvaaee.    A  few  days  after  this.  Gene- 
ral VaiiboiB  atsenMed  a  council  of  war  in  the 
national  palace ;  and  it  appearing  that  the  maga- 
zines of  provisions  had  been  ^entirely  exhausted 
for  more  than  ^a  month ;  that  the  liquors  of  «11 
Unds'were  tieafrly  etp«nded  ;  and  that  bread,  the 
only  food  refnaining  for  ^e  garrison  and  the 
citisens,  must  lail  in  the  course  of  a  week,  ii  was 
detemined  to  eapitaiale,  and  on  the  5th  of  Sep- 
te»ber,  the  Mand  was  «urreiiden^  into  the  hands 
of  the  BritiA.    The  possession  of  this  island, 
althoiigh  a  isabject  of  great  exultation,  became 


produiHive  of  much  evil,  for'having  %rst  exftted 
the  tesentmient  df  one  of  nour'aIli«s,  itvextied 
to  atte  northern  confederacy,  and  -was-tflamatcly 
made  one  ^f  die  most  ostensible  causes  of 'tfae 
iruptmce  K)f  the  ,peaoe  of  Amiens. 

On  ^he  tSth  df  the  same  moitth  ttreiAanll 
of  Curasao,  in  the  Westlndies,  one  df  the  few 
remainhig  colonies  t)f  the  'Batavian  republic, 
fblbwing  the  example  of  Surinam,  vdlontarily 
placed  itseff  under  the  protection  of  the  arms 
of  his  BrHannic  Majtfstv,  upon  conditiona  highly 
advantageous  to  ihe  inhabitants. 

But  in  the  midst  of  these  successes  a 
storm  was  gathering  in  the  north)  which,  after 
hovering  for  some  time  over  -Great  Britain, 
threatened  to  burst  on  and  involve  that  country 
in  ruin.  No  sooner  had  the  fimperor  of  Rus- 
sia, received  information  dT  the  surrender  at 
Ulalta  to  the  British  navy,  than  he  i^pplied  to 
the  minister  ^  tSreat  Britain  to  obtain  posses- 
sion of  (lie  island,  in  cdiiformity  to  an  agijfc* 
ment  made  in  the  jfear  1798.  But  by  this  time 
the  conduct  of  the  northern  courts  henn  1$ 
rouse  the  jealousy  of  England,  and  l^aul  •Pe> 
trowitz  himself  had  given  umbrage  to  the  only 
power  which  could  have  gratified  the  fii*st  wish 
of  his  heart,  by  conferring  upon  him  the  grand- 
mastership  of  Malta,  and  the  command  of  the 
.Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  contest  against  the 
republic  of  France,  Great  Britain  had  enjoyed 
the  open  or  secret  approbation  of  every  neigh- 
bouring court ;  but  the  scene  was  now  changed, 
and  that  country,  which  had  commenced  the  war 
with  all  the  atates  of  Europe  as  her  allies,  now 
beheld  the  migority  of  them  leagued  against  her 
naval  ascendency,  and  intent  upon  the  reduction 
,of  her  power.     The  maritime  etates  complained 
that  their  neutrality  was  no  longer  respected,  that 
their  shores  and  harbours  were  violated  by  the 
British  cruisers,  and  (bat  even  their  men-ia-war 
were  not  permitted   to   afford  protection  to  the 
convoys  intrusted  to  their  charge.    Tbey  urged 
at  the  same  time  the  procrastination,  delays,  and 
ex)ienses,  incident  to  the  English  court  of  admi- 
ralty, and  resolved  to  recur  to  decisive  measures 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  redress. 

Sweden  deeiied  herself  greatly  iiyored  on 
a  variety  of  oooawons,  but  more  particularly 
by  the  detention  and  condemnation  of  teveral 
merchantmen  bound  from  the  Me<ttterraaean, 
under  the  convoy  of  a. ship  of  war,  carrying 
pitch,  tar,  hemp,  deals,  and  iron,  supposed  to 
France,  Spain,  m  Portugal,  tmd  which,  after 
some  resistance,  were  seised  in  the  British  ebaa- 
nel,  by  Comodore  l^auford,  on  the  SOth  of 
June,  1798,  and  brought  into  a  Britiah  poet 
She  also  com.plained  that  one  of  her  merchant- 
men, without  a  cargo,  had  been  seized  by  an 
English  squadron,   and  employed  in  a  hostile 
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enterprise  against  two  Spanish  frigates  in  the 
bay  of  Barcelona^  by  which  stratagem  they  had 
both  been  captured.* 

DenmarK  was  eqaally  lend  in  the  enumera- 
tion of  her  grievances.  She  asserted  that  a 
number  of  her  vessels  had  been  seized  on  the 
roost  friTolous  pretexts,  and  carried  into  the  ports 
of  Great  Britain,  although  no  species  of  contra- 
band property  whatsoever  had  been  found  on 
board. 

An  event  occurred  soon  after  that  occa- 
atoned  much  perplexity,  and  was  productive  of 
the  most  unpleasant  consequences.  Although 
the  armed  Tesseld  of  two  of  the  northern  powers 
had  protested  against  a  search,  and  one  of  them 
bad  actually  recurred  to  smalKarms,  yet  nothing 
in  the  shape  of  a  regular  engagement  had  yet 
taken  place.  This,  however,  occurred  in  the 
course  of  the  summer ;  for  the  captain  of  tlie 
D Aish  tihip  of  war,  the  Freya,  having  refused  to 
permit  the  vessels  under  his  protection  to  be 
examined  by  an  English  squadron  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Channel,  although  he  freely  offered  to 
exUbitall  their  papers  for  inspection,  an  action 
immediately  ensued,  and  after  having  two  men 
killed  and  five  wounded,  the  Dane  struck  his 
colours  and  was  carried  with  his  convoy  into 
the  Downs. 

As  a  rupture  was  apprehended  on  this  oc- 
casion, the  English  ministry  were  naturally 
alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the  vessels  employed  in 
the  Baltic  trade.  Lord  Whitworth  was  accord- 
ingly sent  to  Copenhagen,  in  the  character  of 
plenipotentiary ;  while  his  mission  was  supported, 
and  bis  arguments  enforced,  by  means  of  a 
strong  squadron,  consisting  of  nine  sail  of  the 
line,  four  bomb-vessels,  and  five  gun-boats, 
under  Admiral  Dickson,  which  entered  the 
sound,  and  anchored  in  Elsineur  Roads.  After 
a  considerable  time  spent  in  discussion,  a  tem- 
porary adjustment  took  place  on  the  20th  of 
August,  in  virtue  of  which  the  Danish  frigate 
with  the  convoy  were  to  be  released;  and  the 
former  '<  repaired  in  a  port  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  according  to  the  usage  followed 
among  friendly  and  allied  powers  ;'*  but  the 
decision  respecting  the  right  of  visiting  mer- 
chantmen under  convoy  of  a  ship  of  war  was 
postponed. 

So  indecisive  apd  inadequate  did  this  nego- 
ciation  prove,  thai  in  a  few  months  the  northern 


powers  entered   into    an    association    for  their  BOOK  II. 

mutual  protection,  and  actuallj^  revived  a  treaty  1 — 

of  armed  neutrality,  which  had  originated  with  ^"^^*  ^^' 
Russia  towards  the  close  of  the  American  war.  "^"^nrt 
The  Emperor  of  Russia,  who  had  laid  an  em- 
bargo for  a  few  weeks  on  all  the  ships  and  pro- 
perty of  English  subjects  within  his  dominion;*, 
in  consequence  of  the  capture  of  the  Freya,  was 
the  first  to  invite  S^weden,  Denmark,  and  Prus- 
sia to  adopt  this  measure.      In  consequence  of 
this  invitation,  the  King  of  Sweden  entered  into 
a  treaty  on  the  16th  of  December  with  the  Em- 
peror  Paul,    in  which   they  laid    down  certain 
principles  for  the  extension  and  security  of  com- 
merce.    By  these  new  regulations  it  was  main- 
tainedy  that  any  neutral  ship  might  freely  navi- 
gate on  the  coasts  of  the  belligerent  powers,  and 
that  every  thing  but  what  is  expressly  contraband 
shall  be  free.     The  description  of  a  blockaded 
harbour  is   in    this  treaty  limited  and  defined ; 
the  declaration  of  the  officers  commanding  ships 
of  war  conveying  merchandize,  respecting  their 
cargoes,  is  deemed  sufficient;    no  search  is  to 
be  allowed;   and   to  protect   the  trade  of  the 
two  countries,  the  contracting  parties  agree  to 
equip  and  provide  squadrons.      The   Kings  of 
Prussia  and    Denmark  soon  after  acceded  to 
this  confederacy,  and  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
carried  his  resentment  still  farther,  by  once  more 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  the  ships  in  his  ports ; 
he  also  issued   orders  to  burn   those  detained 
in  the  harbour  of  Narva,  in  consequence  of  the 
escape  of  two  vessels    in   contravention  of  hi» 
commands,  and  treated  the  crews  with  uncommon 
harshness  and  severity.    These  proceedings  were 
immediately  connected  with  the  grand-master- 
.  ship  of  the  order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  and 
in  the  court  gazette  of  St.  Petersburgh  it  was 
distinctly  declared,   that  the   sequestration   on 
British  property  should  not  be  taken  off  until  the 
conditions  of  the  convention  concluded  ia  the 
year  1798  were  punctually  fulfilled. 

In  addition  to  this  disastrous  intelligence,  ft 
was  feared  that  Russia  was  about  to  declare  in 
fovour  of  France,  while  Portugal,  the  faitlifui 
ally  of  Great  Britain,  waa  threatened  with  sub- 
jugation ;  so  that  the  prospect  of  public  affairs 
became  gloomy  in  the  exireme :.  but  it  will  be 
seen  hereafter  that  the  scene  soon  changed,,  the 
storm  was  dissipated,  and  England,  by  the  vigour 
of  her  ancient  institutions,  her  wealth,  her  va- 


*  After  some  delay^  such  of  the  f  eflsels  in  the  Svredtsh  convoy  as  were  bonnd  for  Portugal,  were  permitted 
to  repair  thither ;  and  Sir  Wiinam  Scott,  the  Jndge  of  the  Britiah  Admiralty .  Court,  at  rength  decided  in  the  case  of 
the  Maria,  the  condemnation  of  which  Teasel,  as  welt  as  the  careo,  was  toUowed  by  that  of  the  remainder  of  the 
convoy.  Upon  this  occasion  tlie  judge  asserted :  1.  That  the  right  of  visiting  and  of  searching  merchantmen  upon 
the  high  seas,  whatever  be  the  ships,  careoes,  or  destipation,  is  an  incontestible  ligrht  of  the  lawftiHy  commissioned 
cruisers  of  a  belllgferent  nation. — 2.  That  tne  authority  of  the  sovereign  of  \he  neutral  country  b^in^f  interposed  in 
any  manner  of  mere  foroe»  cannot  legally  vary  the  rt^rhts  of  a  lawAilly  commissioned  bellicr^'renl  croiser;— And  3. 
Ttiat  the  penalty  for  the  contravention  of  this-  right  is  the  confiscation  of  the  property  so  withheld  from  visi;atit>Q 
and  search. 

(So.  24.)  4  R 
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BOOK  II.  lour,  and  a  yariety  of  fortunate  incidenta^  at  length 

—  acquired  her  former  ascendency. 

^i*  The  military  history  of  (ranee  during  th^ 

1800^^  present  year  has  already  been  recorded,  but  the 
conduct  of  the  consular  government  in  the  early 
stages  of  its  authority  yet  ^remains  to  be  narrateo. 
It  was  undoubtedly  the  grand  and  primary  ob- 
ject of  thoi^e  ivho  ^ere  concerned  in  framing 
the  new  constitution  of  France,  to  establish  an 
executive  power  in  the  nation  which  i^ould 
possess  sumcient  energy  to  pervade  every  part 
of  the  state,  and  (o  rule  with  a  firm  and  steady 
hand  that  discordant  mass  cempreheaded  under 
the  general  appellation  of  the  French  republic. — 
But  notwithstRuding  tlie  acceptance  of  the  ne\t 
constitution  by  an  immense  m.ajority  of  the 
French  citizens,  the  government  of  Bonaparte 
was  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  very  formidable 
enemies ;  from  the  fatal  effects  of  which,  ikothing 
less  than  the  magnitude  of  the  power  whiph  he 
possessed  could  have  protected  him. 

At  this  time,  a  self  appointed  committee  of 
royalists  existed  in  Paris,^  staling  themselves  a 
committee  of  counter-revolution  ^the  Chevalier 
de  Coigny  being  the  chief  0  this  assembly  main- 
tained a  regular  correspondepee  with  a  similar 
committee  in  London,  over  which  the  Count 
d^Artois  presided  in  person ;  and  »o  coniident 
had  they  become  of  success,  that  an  overture  was 
made  by  tlie  Parisian  CQmmittee  to  Talleyrand^ 
the  first  minister  of  the  ponsular  government,  ajad 
through  him  to  Bonaparte  himself,  for  the  resto- 
ration of  the  Bourbons.  This,  imprudent  and 
dangerous  communication  led  to  the  arrest  of  the 
chevalier  and  bis  colleagues,  and  to  the  seizure 
of  all  their  papei^.  The  Kves  of  the  cqnsipira- 
tors  were  however  spared,  in  consideration  of  the 
ample  avowals  made  by  them  of  their  plans,  and 
the  unreserved  denunciation  of  their  assaciatta, 
of  whom  General  Pichegru  was  one  of  the  chief. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  factions  of  \b^ 
jacobins,  although  less  openly  hostile,  were  re- 
garded aa  still  more  dangerous  adversaries  than 
the  loyalists  to  the  existing  government;  because 
more  profound  in  their  designs,  and  more  djftring 
and  desperate  in  the  n)^a^s  of  acco^xplisbing 
them.  It  seemedj  indeed,  extraordinary  that 
a  systematic  concert  should  prevail  between  the 
two  opposite  factions,  but  they  had  both  one  ohr 
Ject,  and  that  was  the  subversion  of  the  existing 
goyernment.  The  first  eonaul,  apparently  little 
affected  by  these  intrigues  and  combinations, 
continued  to  afiord  every  facility  to  the  return  of 
the  emigrants  to  France,  and  during  (he  first  year 
'  of  the  consulate  these  unfortunate  reiiigeea  re* 
paired  in  vast  orowda  to  their  native  country.-^ 
But  towavda  tba  close  of  the   year   an  event 


occurred  which  gave  a  new  andunfavoumble  bias 
to  the  political  system. 

On  the  evening  of  the  34th  of   Deeember, 
as  the  fixst  consul  was  ffeing  in  bia  earriag^ 
from  the  Thuilleries  to  Ube  opera^  he   passed 
through  the  Rue  Vicaise,  a  narrow  atrMi^^  ia 
^hich  stood  a  car  of   unoonaiiion  enoatriiciioo, 
containing  a  barrel  filled  witih  coaibiistiUaas    and 
pUeed  in  such  a  situation  as  alnseet  t»  abstruct 
the  way.     The  eoachman  drove  with  rapidity; 
hut  scarcely  had  he  passad  the  ear  a  ariaute, 
when  it  blew   up  with   a  dreadful  aaplewiaD  ; 
killed  seme,  woimded  ethers,  and  shatterad  iha 
adjoining  buildings  to  their  foandatteii.      Tbe 
velocity  with  which  the  carriage  moved,  and  the 
address  displayed  by  the  coachman  la  paeaiag 
this  vehiQle,  saved  the  first  consul,  against  wboise 
life  this  io/ernal  macMne  was  no  doubt  aalelj 
directed.    Through  the  indefatigable  exertiaai 
of  M.  Fouche,  the  minister  of  police,  divert 
the  assassins  concerned  in  this  mwdereua  plei» 
framed,   as  it  appeared,    by  a  conbiaaAioa  of 
royalists   and   jacobina,    were  discovered    and 
brought  to  public  execution.    But  the  attempt 
made  a  deep  and  indeKble  impression  npoa  the 
mind  of  Bonaparte,  whose  character  frcia  thil 
foment  ac<iuired  an  adventitious  tincture  of  sus- 
picion and  severity. 

Tbe  state  of  tbe  impartaat  island  of  St 
Domingo  excUed,  at  thia  crisis,  eonsiderabk 
anxiety  in  tiie  miad  of  the  first  censai  Tb^ 
great  colony  bad  been  for  some  time  peat  eatiiely 
under  the  power  of  tbe  ockbrated  negro  ehitf 
Toussaint  Louv^rture,  wha  had  displayed  e-xtra- 
ordina^y  ability  ia  conducting  the  aflSdrs.  «f 
goverqment.  Domestic  slavery,  so  repagnant 
to  every  princif  le  of  nature,,  was  wholly  abolished, 
and  it  appear^,  by  practieoJl  deoaoaatraitioa,  that 
even  in  tbe  West  Indies,  tba  absolujtadoiaMioa 
of  the  few  aver  tlie  many  was  not  necessoary  to-  the 
existence  of  civil  society. 

Among   the   misc^laaequs   events    of   the 

Kesent  year  tlie  eleotion  of  a  successor  to  Pope 
us  Vt.  mnst  be  recorded.  The  conclave  sat 
till  the  month  of  March,  IdOO,  when  the  choice 
of  the  saorod  aoUege  fell  upon  Cardinal  Ghaire- 
monte,  BiBbop  of  Tivoli,  vi4io  to<ric  the  name  of 
Pius  VII.  The  new  pope,  who  was  accounted  a 
man  of  good  sense,  moderation,  and. discretion, 
was  of  3ie  order  of  the  Benedictines,  and  had 
been  raised  successively  to  the  dignity  of  abbot, 
bishop,  and  cardinal.  In  a  few  weeks  after  his 
elevation,  preparation  having  been  made  for  his 
reception,  he  set  out  for  his  own  dominions,  and 
oa  his  arriiral  at  Rome,  on  tbe  Otli  of  July,  the 
otty  was  illuminated,^  and  his  holiness  was  re- 
ceived with  every  demonstration  of  joy. 
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CHAPTER  XVIU. 

■ 

PofSture  of  Public  Affain  ai  the  Commeacmieat  of  1801— I?i/6&  Distresi-^Measures  retorted  to  for 
il»  JUeviMtioH^Pepulatim^^Meeting  of  tfie  Rrst  Imperial  PurUameHt^^Tke  Right  of  Search 
(noi^^^Deiates  on  the  Address-^Embargo  on  the  Feesels  ofRusaiai  Sweden,  and  Bemnark-^ 
Change  if  Ministry — Its  ostensible  Cause — Coronation  Oath  (note) — Suspension  of  the  Royal 
Fiinctions — Completion  of  the  Ministerial  Arrangements — Hostile  Conduct  of  Denmark  and 
Prusaia^British  Fleet  saih  for  the  Baltic'^Passes  thei  Sound— Battle  of  Copenhagen^ 
Departure  of  4he  BriMsh  Fleet  for  CarlscroM-^Death  and  Character  ^  the  Emperor 
Paul^Astessiom  of  Alexander  L-^Dissolution  of  the  Northern  Confederacy — Invasion  of 
Portugal  by  Spain- — By  Finance — Humiliating  Treaty  made  xpith  France  by  the  King  of  the  Tv^ 
Sicilies. 


♦ 


*        THE  coinmencemeni .  of  the  year  1801  prc^ 
Wdted  to  Great  Britain  the  too^t  gloomy  prosh 
j^cts.    A  scarcity,  produced  in  the  first  instance 
<j|Sy  adverse  seasons,  and  a^gravat^  in  a  higU 
^degree  by  the  waste  of  war,  produced  misery  and 
discontent  among  the  lower  classes  of  the  com- 
munity ;  while  the  burthen  of  tbe  taxes  was  felt 
hy  aU,  and  ne  of  ihem  v^  particular,  was  pon- 
•idered  as  peonliarly  inequitable  in  its  principle 
and  inquisitorial  in  its  operation.*    In  addition 
io  (heSe  Inauspicious  circumstances,  the  battle 
of  Mar^go,  by  intimidating  Austria,  as  well  as 
4be.eoi»ts  attadied  to  her  interest,  bad  1^  Eng- 
land wUhout  ft  single  .effirient  ally ;  and  she  was 
now  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  counteracting 
those  conTulsive  and  concentrated  efforts  of  the 
enemy  which  had  hitherto  proyed  ki9s  ferriUe  ky 
division.      France,   on  theothsar   hand)  never 
aiq^Mftced  more  feroodaUe  Aan  at  this  moment ; 
the  treaty  of  Luneville  had  disarmed  tbe  resent- 
ment of  ^e  only  state  canable  of  coping  with  her 
in  ^  nulitary  erate^^  an  the  nordiern  confede- 
racy, which  had  now  pretty  nednrly  attained  to  its 
maturity,    seemed  entirdy  directed  against  the 
naval  ascendency  and  cooHnercial  prosperity  of 
Great  Britain « 

Under  these  circumstances  the  British  par^ 
liament  assembled  for  the  last  time  on  the  lltb^ 
Nov.  1800.  Before  tbe  meeting  of  parliament  the 
inejreased  pries  of  provisions  bad  been  producitre 
of  a  degree  of  pubUc  distress  unequalled  since  the 
dreadful  famine  at  the  dose  of  the  sevepteenth 
ceotttfy.  The  crop  of  1800,  \ike  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  had  been  generally  deficient  in  every 
country  in  Europe.  Tlie  scarcity,  which  was 
great  and  deplorable,  bore  every  symptom  of  lon^ 
continuaance ;  and  rumours  of  monopoly  and  fore- 
stalling, increased  tbe  feeling  of  tbe  evil,  by  Im- 
parting to  it  tbe  aspect  of  injustice,  rather  than  of 
misfortune.  But  it  may  be  fairly  disputed  %vhether 
monopoly  had  any  part  in  aggravating  tbe  exist- 
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ing  sc^city,  and  it  became  clear  that  no  allevia*-  BOOK  IL 

tion  to  tlie  evil  was  to  be  found  in  tbe  legislative  ^ 

and  j^adicial  invectives  which  were  uttered  against  CHAP.xvni« 
these  iaVi$ible  agents.  During  this  scarcity  the  "^ 
sober  and  industrious  classes  of  the  labouring 
poor  sustained  their  hardships  with  laudabte 
patience ;  and  though  there  were  some  riots  in 
tlie  metropblis  and  other  parts  of  tbe  country,  no 
general  enidlttion  bitirst  forth  that  required  to  ^<a 
auppi^sed  by  blooclsbed. 

^0  idleviate  the  pubGc  di&tress,  the  dtin- 

ferOns  measure  of  a  maximum  was,  on  tiie  5th  of 
iecember»  brought  fbfward  ip  parnament  by  the 
Earl  of  Warwick,  who  proposeato  fix  the  highest 
value  of  wheat  at  ten  shillings  per  bushel,  al- 
though the  actual  price  was  at  that  time  more 

tbaatw^ty*  Pii;t  the  fai^e and  9i$«)hi^«u» notion 
of  an  aitiAcial  scarcity,  upon  which  this  proposal 
fffofieedad,  was  exploded  hy  the  eahn  wisdom  of 
parliament,  find  tbe  paction  itself  was  rejected 
with  marked  disapprobation.  Instead  of  compul- 
sory means,  so  ineonsisteht  with  the  security  of 
prop^y^  snd  the. free  spirit  of  the  British  con- 
stHutjion»  the  legitllature  con6ffed  its  efforts  to 
siigg^ating  expedients  for  diminishing  tbe  con- 
sumption and  encouraging  the  foreign  supply. 
High  bouttttes  were  granted  on  impoHation  ;  the 
hakii^  of  mixed  and  inferior  flour  was  enfoiHsed 
by  act  of  parliament,  and  tbe  distillation  of  spirits 
from  grain  was  prohibited.  These  wese  in  gene- 
ral the  enactments  or  exhortations  of  the  legia* 
lature  at  this  crisis  of  general  privation,  during 
which,  to  the  eternal  honour  of  the  wealthier 
part  of  the  cy>mmunity,  the  hand  of  charity  was 
more  liberallj  opened,  than  at  any  period  whi(^ 
the  history  of  human  suffering  has  to  record. 

Among  other  causes  of  dearth,  iihe  great 
increase  of  tbe  national  popxdation  was  repeat- 
edly meationod  ^-aad  in  the  course  of  the  session, 
a  bill  Wiis  bfoogbt  into  parliament  by  Hr.  Abbot, 
for  ascertaining  the  population  of  Great  Britain, 


♦   The  Income  T^ax. 
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BOOK  II.  which  passed  into  a  law  ;   and  upon  an  actual 
■  enumeration  of  the  people,   it  appeared,  to  the 

Ciup.xvui.  general  surprise,  that  they  amountell  to  nearly 
^^'T^jC*^  eleven  millions — a  result  exceeding  the  highest 
previous  conjecture ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
aggregate  population  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land amounted  at  this  period  to.  sixteen  millions.* 
The  discussion  of  the  late  negociations, 
which  occupied  a  part  of  this  short,  but  integral 
session  of  parliament,  produced  no  debates  of 
importance ;  and  the  supplies  being  gpranted,  par- 
liament was  prorogued  on  the  last  day  of  the  year, 
by  his  msgesty  in  person.  His  msyesty,  before  he 
retired,  ordered  the  chancellor  to  read  a  procla- 
mation, declaring  that  the  individuals  who  com- 
posed the  expiring  parliament  should  be  members 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  of  the  Parliament  of 
the  United  Kingdom. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1801,  a  royal  decla- 
ration was  issued  concerning  the  style  and  titles 
appertaining  to  the  imperial  crown  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and  also  to  the  ensigns 
armorial,  flags,  and  banners  thereof.  In  the  new 
heraldic  arrangement  the  Jieurs  de  Us  were  wisely 
and  seasonably  omitted,  the  title  of  King  of 
France  was  expunged;  and  the  royal  dignity 
was  in  future  to  be  expressed  in  the  Latin  tongue 
by  these  words  :  ^^  Gborgius  Tertius,  Dei  Gratid 
.Britanniarum  Uex,  Fidei  DefensorJ*^ — and  in  the 
yernacular  language — **  George  the  Third,  by 
the  Grace  of  God,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 


Great  Britiiin  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the 
Faith.''  On  the  same  day,  the  Great  Seal  of 
Britain  was  delivered  iip  and  defaced,  and  a  new 
seal  for  the  empire  was  given  to  the  lord  cban* 
cellor.  A  new  standard  also,  combining  the 
three  crosses  of  St.  George,  St.  Andrew,  and  St. 
Patrick,  was  hoisted,  amidst  the  disdiarge  of 
artillery,  in  each  of  the  three  capitals  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  thb  new  year,  thus 
rendered  peculiarly  memorable,  was  ushered  in 
with  every  demonstration  of  joy. 

The  imperial  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  assembled  on  the  22d  of  January, 
and  proceeded  to  elect  a  speaker,  when  Mr. 
Henry  Addington,  who  had  so  long  and  so  ably 
filled  the  chair  of  the  lower  house  of  parliament, 
was  again  placed,  by  the  universal  suffrage,  in 
that  elevatea  situation.  On  the  3d  of  Fdi>raary, 
the  king  repaired  to  the  house  of  lords,  ainl 
being  seated  on  the  throne,  he  congratulated  tte 
senate  on  the  union  which  had  been  so  hkppil^ 
effected.  The  other  topics  of  the  speech  embrac- 
ed only  painful  and  portentous  occurrences  : — 

"  Tlie  unfortunate  course  of  events  on  the  coBtiDent," 

-jsaid  the  king,  **  and  the  consequences  which  mast  be  er- 

**  pected  to  result  from  them,  cannot  fail  to  be  matter  of 

**  anxiety  and  concern  to  all  who  have  a  just  fepling  for  the 

*^  security  and  independence  of  Europe.    Your  astonish* 

"  ment,  as  well  as  your  remt,  must  be  excited  by  the  con- 

^*  duct  of  those  powers,  whose  attention  al  such  a  pertod 

.*<  appears  to  be  more  eng^ar ed  in  endeavours  to  weaken  the 

*'  naval  force  of  the  British  empire,  which  has  hitherto  op- 
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*  GENERAL  ABSTRACT  of  the  Returns  made  pursuant  to  an  Act  of  Parlianieiit,  passed  in  the  Forty-first 

Year  of  H£s  Majesty  King  Georgfe  III. 
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HOUSES. 


1 

I 


ENGLAND 

WALES  .^..... 

SCOTLAND   

ARMY,  inclndinflr  the  Militia... 
NAVY,  including  Marines.... 
Seamen  in  registered  Shipping.. 
Comrids  on  board  the  Hulks.. •• 

TOML 


By  how 

many 
frmilks 
•ccupied 


1,472,870 
108,063 
294,553 


1,787,620 

118,303 

364,079 


63,965 
3,511 
9,537 


1,875,476  2,269^902 


67,013 


3f067,935  4,343,499 


PERSONS. 


Males 


257,178 
734,581 
198,351 
126,279 
144,558 
1,410 


OCCUPATIONS. 


Females 


284,368 
864,487 


chiefljr 

employed 

in  AgncuU 

tuie. 


1,524,227 
189/)62 
365,516 


5,450,292  5,492,354 


Penons 

chiefly 

enidflyed 

in  Trade, 

MaBufiMS- 

tme,  or 

Handicraft 


AH  other 


not  oooi- 
prised  in 
the 
ceding 


1,789/^1 
53,822 
293,373 


4,606,530 
266^73 
833,914 


Total  of 
Persons. 


8,331,434 
641,546 

1,599,06^ 

196,351 

126,270 

144,558 

1,410 


2,078,805|2t  Id6,726,.5.7a7,017rl0,942.6i6 
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**  posed  «o  powerful  an  obstacle  to  tbe  ioordiDate  amliition 
^  of  France,  ^  than  io  concerting'  the  meant  of  mutaai 
"  defence  against  the  common  and  increasing*  danger. 
**  The  representations  ^rhich  I  directed  to  be  made  to  the 
'*  oouH  of  8t  Petersbnrgh,  in  consequence  of  the  outrages 
"  committed  against  the  ships,  property,  and  persons  of  my 
suineclSy  hate  been  treated  wiib  tbe  utmost  disrespeet ; 
and  tbe  proceedings  of  which  I  complained  have  been  ag- 
gravated by  subsequent  acts  of  injustice  and  Yiolence. 
"  Under  these  circumstances,  a  convention  bas  been  con- 
V  claded  by  that  court  with  those  of  Stodcbolra  and  Ckmen- 
*'  iiagen ;  the  object  of  which,  as  avawed  by  one  or  tbe 
**  contraetinir  j|»arties,  is  to  renew  tbeir  former  engagements 
**  for  establisotng'  by  force  a  new  code  of  maritime  laws,  in- 
**  consistent  with  tbe  rights,  and  hostile  to  the  interest^  of 
*'  Aliis  country.  In  this  situation  I  could  not  hesitate  as  to 
*'  the  conduct  it  became  me  to  pursue,  f  have  taken  the 
^*  earliest  measures  to  repel  the  aggressions  of  this  hostile 
'5  confederacy,  and  to  support  those  priDci|iles  which  ace 
^  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  our  naval  strength, 
*^  gTt»imded  on  the  system  of  public  law  ao  long  establisoed 
^'aad  recognized  in  ILurope.'** 


*  RiGBT  OF  Skarch.  l%e  fueHioH  itated. — It  is  laid  down  as  a  principle  in  tbe  British  Conrts  of  Admiralty, 
**  That  the  right  of  visiting  and  of  searching  mfrchantmen  upon  tbe  hif^h  seas,  whatever  be  tbe -ships,  cargoes,  or  desti- 
mation,  is  an  incontestible  right  of  the  lawfully  commissioned  cruisers  of  a  belligerent  nation/'* 

The  origin  of  this  claim  is^rery  ancient.  About  the  end  of  the  ll^th  century,  the  free  «lates  of  Italy,  then  pos« 
sessing  nearly  the  exclusive  commerce  uf  the  South  of  Europe,  in  conjunction  with  other  cities  of  Catalonia  And  Arragon, 
promulgated  a  maritime  code,  known  by  tbe  name  of//  Cansolato  del  Mart,  which  immediately  attained  to  high  reputa* 
don,  and  was  almost  universally  rei^rded  as  tbe  maritime  law^  of  Europe.  By  an  article  bf  this  famous  constitution  it 
was  enacted,  that  a  neutral  cargo  should  be  safe  on  board  enemies^  ships  ;  but  that  an  enemy's  property  found  on  board  a 
neutral  vessel'shonid  be  considered  as  lawful  prize^tbe  capior  paying  the  amount  of  the  freight  to  the  ship  owner ;  and 
this  right  4>f  confiscation  evidently  implied  the  right  of  search,  and  was  indeed  altogether  null  without  it.  For  several 
oentiiries  this  was  the  acknowledged  ba«<is  of  maritime  jurisprudence  in  all  the  western  and  southern  parts  of  Europe  ; 
jbut  Id  process  of  time,  Holland,  gainiog  the  ascendency  in  the  commercial  world,  and  beinfif  deeply  interested  in  the 
question,  her  merchants  having  engrossed  tbe  carrying  trade  of  Europe,  endeavoured  to  establish  the  opposite  principle, 
that  free  bottoms  nuike  free  goods ;  or  as  it  was  then  technically  expi*e8si'd — *'  Le  pavilion  neutre  couvre  la  marchandise^ 
savinsr  always  tbe  |Bfood»  contrehande  de  gaen*e.  And  the  Dutch  government  so  far  succeeded  in  their  attempt  as  to  obtain 
from  France  this  concession  4n  tbeir  favour  in  the  commefcial  treaty  concluded  in  1662 ;  and  from  England  in  that  of 
1668  renewed  in  1674. 

The  northern  powers,  who  had  never  recogaiae«l  tbe  aotbority  of  tbe  Italian  code,  insisted  on  various  occasions 
with  great  energy  upon  the  ri^ht  of  neutrality  ;  and  doring  the  seven  years*  war,  the  Danish  oounsellor  Hubner,  who 
was  much  employed  in  the  difficult  negociations  which  took  place  on  the  subject  with  the  belligerent  powers,  published 
a  cielebrated  treatise  on  tbe  riglits  of  the  neutral  flag,  which  has  ever  since  l>eeu  regarded  by  those  nations  as  di'cisive  of 
the  question^  so  far  as  relates  to  the  exemption  from  search  claimeil  by  those  vessels  which  are  under  the  protection  of  a 
regular  and  authorised  in>nvoy.     England,  from  tbe  rapid  increase  of  her  naval  and  commercial  power,  was,  beyond 
any  other  nation,  interested  in  mamtaininsr  tbe  ancient  constitution  ;  but  in  the  war  which  commenced  in  1775,  generally  .. 
styled  tbe  American  war,  tbe  Empress  of  Russia,  whose  influence  in  tbe  north  of  Europe  was  unbounded,  revived  a  pro- 
ject, of  which  the  primary  author  was  Frederick  theOveat  of  Prussia,  for  establishing  and  securing,  bv  the  intervention  of 
'  an  armed  force,  tbe  rights  of  neutral  powers.    Tlus  design  was  carried  into  effect  by  the  famous  convention  of  neutrality, 
concluded  at  St.  Peter^burgh  in  1780,  to  which  Russia,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Prussia,  -and  Naples,  became  parties  ; 
France,  Spain,  Holland,  Austria,  Portugal,  Venice,  and  Tuscany,  formally  expressed  their  approbation  of  this  treaty  ;  ' 
^nd  Great  Britain  herself  yielded  in  silence  to  tbe  necessity. 

To  re-establish  this  system  of  armed  neutrality,  the  courts  -of  Russia  and  Sweden  now  entered  into  a  convention, 
which  was  duly  executed  by  those  powers  at  St.  Pecersburgh,  on  the  I6ih  of  December,  1800,  and  to  which  Denmark 
and  Prussia  subsequently  became  parties.  In  this  treaty  it  is  declared,  that  the  high  contracting  powers  shall  strictly  « 
prohibit  tbe  exportation  of  aD  contraband  merchandize  whatever;  that  when  a  mer(haot*sbip  is  not  binder  convoy,  tiM 
captain  shall  not  oppose  the  searching  of  his  vessel  by  a  ship  of  war  or  privateer  of  a  belligerent;  but  that  when,  on  the 
contrary,  the  merchant  vessel  or  vessels  of  tbe  contracting  powers  are  protected  by  convoy,  the  **  declaration  of  the  ofticera 
who  shall  command  tbe  ship  of  war,  or  ships  of  war,  of  the  neutral  state,  which  shall  be  convoying  one  or  more  mer* 
chant-sbips,  *  that  tbe  convoy  has  no  contraband  goods  on  board,' shall  be  snflicient;  and  that  no  searcli  of  his  ship,  or 
the  other  ships  of  his  convoy,  shall  be  permitted."  In  support  of  these  claims,  the  parties  to  the  treaty  of  armed  neu- 
trality engaged  to  equip  a  number  of  ships  of  war  and  fritrates,  and  pledged  themselves,  in  case  the  merchant  -ships  of 
.  their  subjects  should  be  illegally  searched,  seized,  or  detained,  in  contravention  of  the  articles  of  this  treaty,  to  have  re- 
course to  reprisals  against  such  powers  aa  should  refuse  to  do  them  justice ;  tmd  endeavour,  by  every  possible  means^  Uk 

give  effect  to  such  reprisals. 

*  See  Six  WiOiam  Scett*s  decisionin  the  case  of  the  JMsaa,  page  SIS. 
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The  debates  on  the  address  were  animated  BOOK  II. 

and  interesting.    In  the  peers,  Earl  Fitzwilliam, ~ 

who  had  hitherto  contended  strenuotisly  for  the  ^■*''-^^'^"'' 
continuance  of  the  war,  and  the  restoration  of 
the  Bdurbons,  frankly  acknowledged  *^  that  the 
contest  was  hopeless  ;**  he  however  insisted  oa 
the  propriety  ^'of  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the 
failure,  when  such  large  and  almost  unbounded 
powers  had  been  intrusted  to  ministers,  and 
when  they  had  had  the  whole  of  Europe  to  assist 
in  4he  common  cause ;  it  was  also  necessary  to 
be  informed,  why,  instead  of  succeeding  against 
an  ancient  enemy,  they  had  at  once  plunged  the 
nation  into  a  contest  with  her  sdlies  V^  He  added^ 
''  thai  the  new  conflict  in  which  we  were  aboiit  to 
engage  was,  as  far  as  Sweden  and  Denmark  were 
concerned,  one  of  our  own  seeking,  as  we  had  it 
now  in  our  power  to  suspend  the  discussion  of 
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BOOK  11.  the  question  relative  to  the  neutral  codei  in  the 
— —  same  manuer  as  in  1780,  when  this  country  was 
eiu».xviu.  In  1^  less  difficult  situation  than  at  present." 
"■^T^C*^  The  Earl  of  Fife,  a  nobleman  but  little 

accustoni^d  to  speak  in  public,  made  a  deep  im- 
pression both  on  the  house  and  the  nation  in  this 
debate.     He  professed  he  had  no  desire  either  to 
give  offence  to  his  maj^stji's  ministers,  or  to  court 
the    approbation  of  tbose   who  opposed  them; 
neither  would  be  inqiiire  whether  the  contest  on 
our  part'  was  just  or' unjust^  necessary  or  unne-' 
cessary,  but  he  woi^d  frankly  declare,  that:na 
war  was  ever  worse  conducted.   After  remarking 
that  he  had  paid  p^ticular  attention  to  the. his* 
tpry  of  the  country,. and  seen  and  been  intinpate 
'  with  all  the  different  parties,  from  the  death  of 
Sftlr.  Pelham  to  the  present  hour,  bis  lordship  pj^o- 
ceeded  as  follows :  ^*  In  this  horrid  c^nte^t  wr 
blood  and  treasure  havd  been  spent  in  the  extra- 
vagajit  folly  of  secret  expeditions ;  grievous  and 
b^^vy  taxes  have  been  laid  upon  the  people,  and 
wasted  in  expensive  embassies,  and  in  subsidizing 
proud,  treacherous,  and  useless  foreign  princes, 
who  woold  have  acted  much  better  fer  themselves 
had  we  saved  our  money  and  taken  no  concern 
with  tliem.    I  do  not  mean  to  condole  on  our 
present  state  in  having  no  such  friends — I  only 
wish  we  had  always  been  in  that  situation.     1 
lainent  pur  present  scarcity,''  added  the  earl, 
'^'butgreat  as  our  demerits  are,  it  comes  not  from 
the  Afmighiy,  but  from  the  effects  of  this  ill*con- 
ducted  struggle.  *  What  have  we  gained  by  our 
boasted  conquests  ?     If  a  proper  regulation  for 
ooinmerc^  were  made,  I  wish  they  wert)  all  sold^ 
and  the  money  arising  from  them  applied  to  liqui- 
date the  national  cfebt,  and  release  the  people 
ffiom  those  taxes  which  bear  hard-on  (he  rich  and 
on  the  poor ;  on  their  income,  their  industry,  and 
what  is  worse,  apdn  their  liberty.*' 

Lord  Grenville,  on  the  other  hand,  defended 
the  conduct  of  the  ministers,  and  maintained  that 
the  claim  of  searching  nei^tral  vessels  originated 
in  the  law  of  nations  and  the  rights  of  nature,  and 
that  the  assertion  of  this  right  constituted  the 
foundation  of  her  commerce  and  her  wealth,  and 
-was  the  bulwark  of  the  nayal  and  military  glory 
of  Great  Britain. 

Earl  Spenoer  contended,  that  vi4ienever  an 
inquiry  should  be  instituted  into  the  conduct  of 
ministers  it  would  redbadd  to  th^  honour ;  but 
this  vras  not  a  period  fer  investigation  but  for 
action.  As  to  the  new  contest  which  awaited  us, 
it'conid  not  possibly  be  avoided ;  and  we  retained 
strength  and  abiKty  enough  to  conduct  it  to  a 
happy  issue.  On  a  division  of  th^  bouse,  th^ 
address  ^as  carried  by  amiuor^^y  ^  soTenty* 
three  to  seventeen  voioes* 

In  the  ooijambns,  Df .  Lawrenci^  a  doctor  of 
civil  law,  accustomed  to  practice  in  the  court  of 
admiralty,  maintained,  that  forbearance  was  at  pre« 


sent  the  best  policy,  and  that  it  had  been  followed^' 
in  times  far  less  critical,  by  the  magnanimous 
Queen  Btizabeth,  who  claimed  and  exercised  ^he* 
right  o(  searching  neutral  ships,  us  well  as  by 
Charles  It.  and  the  admin^tration  of  17S0.    He 
observed  that  the  convention  of  St.  Petersburgh, ' 
whtbh  had  given  rise  to  so  much  complaint,  eiu-. 
braced  three  points  ;  by  the  first;  of  which  free  bot- 
toms m^ide  free  goods ;  the  second  conceded  the 
claim  to  detain  contraband  commodities ;  and  the 
third  respected  the  nature  of  blockade.    He  re- . 
marked  ttiat  on  the  two  first  points  various  depi* 
sions  had  been  pronounced,  particularly  in  the 
West  Indies,  calculated  in  a  high  degree  to  pro- 
voke and  irritate  the  northern  powers ;  and  he 
concluded  by  animadverting  on  the  rashness  of. 
those  ministers  who,  after  complaining  of  the  ar-* 
rest  of  British  vessels  by  Russia,  had  committed* 
an  act  equally  violent  as  to  Denmark  and  Sweden. 
*    Mr.  Pitt,  after  repelling  a  variety  of  objections, 
insisted,  ^^  that  our  very  existence  as  a  nation 
depended  on  our  possessing  and  exercising  the 
right  of  searching  neutral  vessels,^'  and  lie  la- 
mented that  any  member  of  that  house  "  should 
only  have  begun  to  doubt,  when  our  enemies  were 
i^eady  to  begin  to  combat  ;*'  he  maintained  that  9ur 
claims  on  the  present  occasion  arose  not  only  put 
ot  positive  treaties,  but  put  of  the  law  of  nationa; 
and  he  asked,  *^  if  we  were  to  permit  the  navy  of 
our  enemy  tp  be  supplied  and  recruited  i  to  siifier 
blockaded  ports  to  be  furnished  with  stores  and 
provisions  ?  and  allow  neutral  nations,  by  hoist<^ 
ing  a  flag  on  a  sloop  or  a  fishing-boat,  to  convey 
the  treasures  of  South  America  to  Spain,  or  tb^ 
naval  stores  of  the  Baltic  to  Brest  or  to  Toulon  ?" 
After  a  number  of  animated  speeches  on  the  same 
subject,  the  house  divided,  when  the  roajprity  in 
favour  of  the  ministers  was  twp  hundred  an4 
forty  five  to  sixty-three. 

The  minister,  secure  in  his  msjorities,  deter-* 
mined  frofn  the  first,  either  to  overawe  or  to  dispel 
the  northern  confederacy.  Accordingly,  an  order 
in  council  was  issued,  dated  the  i4th  of  January, 
imposing  an  embargo  on  all  Russian,  Danish,  and 
Swedish  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain ; 
biit  the  court  of  Berlin,  although  a  party  to  the 
league,  was  treated  upon  this  and  every  othei^ 
occasion  with  peculiar  deference  and  respect. 
Preparations  were  also  made  to  send  a  fleet  into 
the  sound,  and  to  hazard  all  the  evils  likely  to. 
result  from  a  war,  which  threatened  to  exclude, 
the  British  flag  from  the  navigation  of  the  Baltic,, 
and  her  commerce  from  the  shores  of  the  Elbe, 
the  Ems,  the  Vistula,  and  the  Weser. 

MFor  were  the  northern  powers  inattentive  to 
their  own  immediate  safety ;  for  ihe  most  active 
preparations  had  for  some  time  past  taken  place, 
in  ali  the  ports  of  Rnssia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark. 
Their  combined  navy,  if  fitted  out  by  a  simulta- 
neous movement^  would  have  amounted  to  nearly 
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eighty  sail  of  the  Hue ;  aad  these^  together  with 
the  numerous  gun-lM>ats  ^nd  floating  batteries 
vhich  they  either  possessed  already  or  could  have 
easily  constructed,  migi)t  have  rendered  their 
narrow  seas  and  difficult,  po^sts  JmperTious  to. 
the  vengeance  of  an  euecny. 

In  the  n^idst  of  theae  preparations  a.ohange 
took  place  in  the  British  cabinet.  The  union  of 
the  two  islands  was,  not  without  r^^pn,  reg^rcjc^ 
by  Mr.  Pitt  as  tiie  transaction  wU^b  reflected  the 
greatest  lustre  lyion  ^l^is  a^Riuistration ;  and 
^Ul\ouLjgh  he  tiftd  uniformly  oppc^d  the  claim  of 
cathoUc  emapcipation  during  th^  ejus^ence  of  the 
Sieparate  legislature  of  Ireland,  he  had}  it  was 
understood,  in  or(|er  to  facilitate  Uiis  favourite 
object,  given,  in  ccmcurrence  with  his  coVc^gju^, 
assurances  to  the  Irish  catholics,  of  a  copiplete 
participation  in  all  political  privileges,  as  soon  as 
the  union  should  have  talten  place.  When  tVus. 
proposition  was  stated  in  the  cabiqet  coonciil,  the 
king,  astonished  and  alarmed  at  the  nature  ^d 
extent  of  the  claim,  in  very  peremptory  terms 
refused  his  assent  io  the  measure  being  brought 
forward  by  ministers  in  parliament;  on  the 
ground  that  his  assent  could  not  be  giv^n  iu  con- 
sistence with  the  oath  which  he  had  taken  at  bis 
coronation.*  The  mind  of  the  king  was,  by  some 
means,  not  accounted  for,  deeply  impressed  with 
this  idea;  and  the  cabinet  ministers,  with  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  a^  their  he^d,  being 
r^olved  to  carry  their  point,  resorted  in  tfaia 
emergency.to  fin  expedient,  which  had  been  found 
effectual  on  other  occasions^  namely,  an  offer  to 
resign.f  This  offer  the  monarch  accepted,  and 
after  much  consultation  the  offices  of  first  lord 
of  the  treasury,  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
were  conferred  upon  Mr.  Addington,  the  speaker 
of  the  house  of  commons.  The  post  next  in  dig- 
nity, that  of  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  hitherto 
held  by  Lord  Gren  villa,  was  given  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury.  Earl  St.  Vincent  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  admiralty  in  the  place  of  Earl  Spencer; 
Lord  Eldon,  chief  justice  of  the  common  pleas, 
formerly  Sir  John  Scott,  succeeded  Lord  Lough- 
boronghin  the  court  of  chancery.    Lords  llobart 


Qjad  Pelbam  were  oominctted  secretaries  of  state,  BOOK  IT. 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Dundas   aud  tlie  Duke  of 


Portland.    Mr.  Yorke  succeeded  Mr.  Windham,  ?^^^> 
as  secretary  of  war.     His  brother,  the  Earl  of  ^^T^qi 
Hardwicke,  was  destined  to  the  vi($e*regol  office      ^ 
in  Ireland.    Lord  Leviaham  was  placoid  at  the 
t^ead  of  the  bo^rd  of   controul.      And  in  this 
general  change,  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  Lord 
W^stoiorelMdalone  retained  tlieir  stations  in  the 
cabinet,  the  foi*meF  as  president  of  the  cotuioily 
^nd  the  latter  as  lord  piivty  aeal.  : 

pn  the  ig^ih  of  February,  Mr.  Addii«ton 
i;esign?d  his  office  z»  speaker  of  the  hqtise  of 
c^pinmons ;  a«d  ott  &e  foHpwing  day  Sir  . Jflhtt 
MilColrd  was  chosen  in  his  at«ad.  Tbeagitaticm. 
of  the  king's  mind  had  however  so  materially. 
ajSected  4ie  ;ataie  both  of  hia  bodily  and  roentu 
haaUhy  that  the  aew  anrangiaents,  although 
qeady  ^mpleted,  were  n«t  formerly  announced^ 
and  a  total  interruption  of  the  regal  funotioaa 
ensued^  during  which  the  former  ministers  con-> 
tinued  to  discbarge  the  duties  of  tfieir  reqteotlve 
offices. 

On  the  same  day  that  Mr.  Addington  resigned' 
his  office  of  speakt^r,  the  Earl  of  Daroley  r^ved 
for  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  nation.     On< 
this  occasion  Lord  Grenville  acquainted  the  house, 
that  his  mijesty's  servants,  not  b^g  able  to  carry 
into  effect  ameaaure  which  they  deemed  essential* 
to  the  tranquillity  and  proaperity  of  the  empire, « 
bad  tendered  to  his  majesty  the  resignation  of 
their  several  employments,  andthathis  ma^y 
had  been  graciously  pleased  to  diapenn»  with  Ihetr* 
st^ryicea.    On  which  representation  the  Blarl  of 
Darnley  couaeated  to  postpone  his  motion. 

The  routine  of  parliameatary  business  wcaI 
on  as  usual  during  the  illness  of  the  king ;  but  his 
i^ajeaty  baving  now  happily  recoteoed,  the  ap->i 
pointments  of  the  new  ministers  were  annoonoed 
in  the  accustojiied  and  regiUar  form  ;  and  on  the 
17th  of  March,  Mr.  Addington  was  sworn  into  hia- 
high  office ;  and  Mr.  Pitt  was  divested  of  thai 
power  which  he  had  exercised,  in  tiniea  the  most* 
eventful  and  important^  for  the  long  period  of* 
seventeen  years. 


The  Corontttion  Oath,  as  settled  at  the  peripd  of  the  rerolutioo,  sad  first  used  at  the  coronation  of  WiUiain  and 
Mary,  in  the  year  1089,  consists  of  the  followiDgr  questions  and  answers : 

•<  WiQ  you  solemnly  promise  and  svear  to  goyem  the  people  of  this  kingdom  of  England,  and  the  do^mjuoos  thoewUO  beloDfiDgt  ap- 
**  cording  to  the  statutes  of  parliament  agreed  upon,  and  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  same  ?** 

*  Isolannly  promise  so  to  do.' 

••  Will  you,  to  your  poar^,  cause  law  and  justice  in  mcrqr  to  be  esecoted  in  allyour  judgmeata  ?" 

*  I  wilL' 

*•  Will  you,  to  thett|niost  ofyoorpower,  maintain  thelawsof  God,  the  tmspnftssion  of  the  gospel,  aiid  the  piotastaiii  afiampd  leUgion 
<*  as  by  law  esulilished  ?  And  will  you  pnmise  unto  the  bishops  and  dergy  of  this  realm,  and  to  tiie  churches  committfd  to  their  charge,  9JX 
**  such  rights  and  privileges  as,  by  law,  do,  or  shall  appertain  unto  them  or  any  of  them  ?" 

«  All  this  I  promise  to  do.*  .         . 

Then  the  king  or  queen,  laying  his  or  her  hand  upon  the  gospel,  says,  "  The  things  whicli  I  have  here  befinepramised  I  will  perfoQDa 
<«  and  keep.    So  help  me  God.** 

t  Some  curious  speculatists  refined  so  far  on  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Pitt  as  to  imafl^ne,  that  the  ostensible  differed  en- 
tirely from  tbe'ival  cause  of  this  erent ;  and  that,  despairing-  of  au  honourable  termination  of  the  war,  he  Tolaotarfly 
seoedad  innnder  to  give  his  ffiend,  Mr.  Addisjifton,  an  opportnnity  of  m^fociatiog  a  peace,  and  with  the  Tiew  of  resitoaag 
Ills  sitaation  on  the  accompUshroent  of  that  great  denderaium. 
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HISTORY  OP  THE  WARS 


BOOK  II.  While  these  changes  in  the  British  cabinet 

■  were  in  agitation,   the  cabinets  of  the  northern 

Cbar  XVIII.  powers  were  occupied  in  measures  to  enforce' the 
'^'T^jr^  rights  of  neutrals,  and  to  extort  from  Great  ■ 
19(11  Britain  a  renunciation  of  those  ckdms,  which  th^ 
king  had  ho  lately  pronounced  essential  to  the 
maintenance  of  our  naval  strength.  Denmark, 
ivho  had  taken  the  most  efficacious  measures  for 
excluding  the  vessels  of  Great  Britain  from  the 
navigation  of  the  Elbe,  in  the  course  of  the  spring 
took  possession  of  Hamburgh.  The  King  of 
Prussia,  irritated  at  the  seizure  of  one  of  his 
Teasels,  the  Triton,  laden  with  contraband  goods, 
had  already  seized  on  the  bailiwick  of  Ritzebuttle, 
and  the  port  of  Cuxhaven,  under  pretence  of 
securing  the  independence  of  the  north  of  Ger* 
many  ;  and  soon  determined  to  recur  to  a  measure 
which  had  given  a  new  turn  to  the  politics  of 
England,  and  is  supposed  to  have  had- bo  small 
inflti(»nce  on  the  peace  that  ensued.  His  Majesty 
of  Prussia,  after  publishing  a  ^declaration  com- 
plaining of  the  oppressions  practised  by  Great 
Britain,  ordered  a  body  of  troops  to  enter  Hano- 
ver, on  the  30th  of  March,  seized  on  the  capita], 
levie;]^  contributions,  and  obliged  the  generals  and 
officers  to  engage  not  to  serve  against  the  house 
of  Brandenburgb. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  British  fleet,  consisting 
of  eighteen  ships  of  the  line,  and  four  frigates, 
together  iwith  a  number  of  gun-boats  and  bomb- 
vessek,  'in  <all  fifty-four  sail,  had  been  fitted  out 
in  the  north  sea,  and  on  the  12th  of  March  pro- 
ceeded from  Yarmouth  Roads  far  the  Baltic. 
The  command  of  this  expedition  was  intrusted  to 
Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  assisted  by  Vice- 
admiral  Lord  Nelson,  and  Rear-admiral  Totty, 
the  last  .of  whom  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose 
bis  tflsg-sUp  en  a  sand  bank  off  the  coast  of 


As  it  was  hoped  that  Denmark,  whose  trade 
and  |Nrosperity  had  experienced  an  unexampled 
increase  during  the  war,  might  be  prevailed  upon 
to  sue  for  forbearance,  the  first  efibrts  of  this 
armament  were  'directed  against  her  capital, 
while  Mr.  Vansittart,  a  new  minister  plenipoten- 
tuiry,  was  instructed  to  endeavour  if  possible  to 
detach  the  court  of  Copenhagen  from  the  north- 
ern alliance.  But  the  Prince  Regent  of  Denmark, 
irfao  had  governed  many  years  in  the  name  of  his 
father,  frankly  declared,  that  he  was  determined 
to  remun  fidthful  to  his  engagements. 


On  the  80th  of  March,  the  English  squadron 
passed-the  sound  without-encountering  any  resist- 
ance. After  anchoring  about  four  or  five  miles 
from  the  island  of  Huin,  Sir  Hvde  Parker,  in 
company  with  Lord  Ndson  ana  Hear- admiral 
Greaves,  surveyed  the  formidable  line  of  ships, 
rideaux,  galleys,  fire-vessels,  and  gun-boats, 
flanked  and  supported  by  extensive  batteries  on  the 
two  islands  called  The  Crowns ;  these  were  sup- 

! sorted  by  two  ships  of  seventy  guns,  and  a  large 
ngate  in  the  inner  road  of  Copenhagen,  while  two 
sixty-four  gun  vessels,  without  masts,  were  moor- 
ed on  the  flat  towards  the  entrance  in  the  arsenal. 
Lord  Nelson,  who  had  made  an  offer  of  his 
services  to  conduct  the  attack,  and  had  for  that 
purpose  shifted  his  flag  ship  from  the  St.  George 
to  the  Elephant,  a  vessel  of  smaller  size,  immedi«> 
ately  gave  directions  for  buoying  the  channH  of 
the  outer  deep  and  the  middle  ground,  after  which 
the  detachment,*  consisting  of  twelve  sail  of  the 
line,  ifHth  frigates,  bombs,  and  fire  ships,  selected 
for  the  assault,  passed  in  safety,  and  anchored  off 
Draco.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  April,  the 
vice-admiral  made  the  signal  to  weigh  sTnd  ensign 
the  Danish  line  of  defence,  which  was  found  to 
consist  of  six  sail  of  two  deckers,t  eleven  floating 
batteries,  mounting  from  twenty-srx  twenty-four 
to  eighteen  eighteen  pounders,  and  one  bomb* 
ketch,  together  mlh  several  sdhooner  rigged  gun 
vessels;  these  were  supported  by  the  Crown 
Islands,  mounting  eighty-eight  cannon,  and  four 
sail  of  the  line  moored  in  tbe*barbour*s  mouth, 
together  with  some  batteries  thrown  up  on  the 
island  of  Amak. 

In  tlie  mean  *  time  the  shdlownestf  of  the 
water  and  the  intricacy  of  the  navigation  prevent* 
ed  the  complete  execution  of  the  projected  plan ; 
for  the  Bellona  and  Russel  grounded  before  they 
had  reached  the  stations  assigned  to  them,  while 
the  Agamemnon,  being  unable  to  weather  the 
shoal  of  the  middle,  was  obliged  to  anchor.  These 
vessels  were  intended  to  have  oot-'finnked  and 
overawed  the  batteries  of  the  Crown  Islands,  as 
well  as  the  two  outer  ships  in  the  harbour's  urouth. 
'file  action  began  at  five  minutes  past  ten; 
at  half  an  hour  afterwards  the  first  half  of  the 
fleet  was  engaged,  and  before  half  past  eleven 
the  battle  became'  general.  The  Elephant's 
station  was  in  the  centre,  opposite  tp  the  Dan- 
ish Comraoddre  Fisher,  who  commanded  in  the 
Dunnebrog,  a  sixty-two  gun  ship.     The  distance 


^*  Ths  EUoKani^  Lord  Nelson  and  Captsin  Foley ;  Defiance,  Hes^-a^miral  T.  Greaves  and  Copt^n  R.  Retalick ; 
Mhnmrek^  3.^,  Mame ;  Bellona,  Sir  T.  B.  ThompsiHi ;  Edgar,  G.  Murray  ;  Runel^  W.  tramming ;  Ganges,  T.  F.  Pore- 
mantle;  GUtiony  W.  Blk^h;  I$is,  J.  Walker;  Agamemnon,  R.  D  Vancourt;  Polyphemus,  J.  Lawford  ;  Ardeni^ 
l\Bertie;  A$nagon,  38,  JB.  Rioa;  Deshee,  40,  H.  Inmaa;  Blanche,  36,  G.  E.  Hammond;  Alemene,  32,  8.  8st»on; 
Dart,  30,  'J  F.  Devosshire  ;  and  the  Arrow,  30,  W.  Button,  f  n  addition  to  these,  there  were  twelve  other  smaller  ves- 
sels, principally  bombs  and  fire-shtpe,  and  Captun  J.  Rose  of  the  Jamaica,  26  gnns,  had  the  command  of  six  gun  briffB| 
which  •were  to  bsve  raked  the  aootberiiinost  sbipa  of  tbe  line,  tad  the  cunrent  permitted. 

» 

t  I>amsh^Skapi  ^.ikt  Imu,    TheVagren,  Provcstein,  JyiUnd,  Hobteui,  InfoditratteOi  Daimtbrog,  and  ZeabwU 
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ivas  nearly  a  cable's  length,  and  this  was  the 
aTerage  distance  at  whiuh  the  action  was  fought. 
The  Glatton  had  her  station  immediately  a-stem 
of  the  Elephant,  and  the  Ganges,  Monarch,  and 
Defiance  a^head,  the  distance  between  each  not 
exceeding  half  a  cable.  At  one,  p.  m.  few  if  any 
of  the  enemy^s  ships  had  ceased  to  fire.  The 
Isis  had  greatly  suffered  by  the  superior  weight 
of  the  Pro^estein's  fire  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  jttdicious'^diTersion  made  in  her  faTour  by  the 
Desirde,  who  raked  the  Provestein,  and  for  the 
assistance  afforded  by  the  Polyphemus,  the  Isis 
would  have  been  destroyed.  The  Monarch  was 
also  suffering  severely  und^  the  united  fire  of  the 
Holstein  and  the  Zealand,  while  the  Bellona  bad 
received  serious  injury  by  the  bursting  of  some  of 
ber  ffUBS.  The  division  of  the  commander-in- 
chief  acted  according  to  the  preconcerted  plan, 
but  could  only  menace  the  entrance  to  the  har- 
bour. The  Elephant  was  warmly  engaged  by 
the  Dannebrog,  and  by  two  heavy  praams  on  her 
bow  and  quarter.  Signals  of  distress  were  flying 
on  board  the  Bellona  and  the  Russel,  and  of  in- 
ability in  the  Agamemnon.  The  contest  had  not 
yet  declared  itself  in  favour  of  either  side ;  but  in 
this  posture  of  affairs  the  signal  was  thrown  out 
en  board  the  London,  Admiral  Parker's  ship,  for 
the  action  to  cease.  Lord  Nelson,  who  was  then 
walking  the  starboard  aide  of  the  quarter-deck, 
said  to  Captain  Foley,  with  considerable  agita- 
tion— ^'  Do  you  know  what's  shewn  on  board  of 
the  commmander4n-chief  ?"  *^  Why,  to  leave 
off  action  !"  ^^  Leave  off  action,"  he  repeated,  and 
then  added  with  a  shrug,  ^^  Now,  damn  me  if  I 
do."*  "  You  know,  Foley,"  added  he,  **  as  I 
have  only  one  eye,  I  have  a  right  to  be  blind 
sometimes  ;"  and  then,  with  an  archness  peculiar 
to  his  character,  putting  the  glass  to  his  blind 
eye,  he  exclaimed,  ^^  I  really  do  not  see  the 
signal."  The  brave  Captain  Riou,  perceiving 
the  blank  in  the  original  plan  for  the  attack  of  the 
crown  batteries,  owing  to  the  Bellona  and  Rus- 
sel  having  grounded,  and  to  the  Agamemnon 
having  anchored,  proceeded  down  the  line  with 
his  squadron  of  frigatest  early  in  the  engage- 
ment, and  bravely  attempted^  but  in  vain,  to 
fulfil  the  duties  which  three  ships  of  the  line  had 
been  directed  to  assist  him  in  ;  and  the  general 
signal  of  recall,  made  by  the  commander- in-chief^ 
had  the  good  effect  at  last  of  saving  Riou's  squad- 
ron from  destruction.  When  the  gal!ant  Kiou, 
who  had  been  previously  wounded  in  the  head 
by  a  splinter,  found  that  he  was  obliged  to  re- 
treat, he  nobly  exclaimed,  ^^  What  will  Nelson 


think  of  us  ?"      At  this  moment  his  clerk  was  BOOK  11. 

killed  by  his  side ;  and  by  another  shot  several 

of  the  marines  shared  the  same  fete.  The  cap-  ChapJCVIU. 
tain  then  exclaimed—"  Come,  my  boys,  let  us  jg^j 
idl  die  together !"  and  the  words  were  scarcely 
uttered,  when  a  raking  shot  severed  him  in  two, 
and  deprived  the  British  service  of  one  of  its 
greatest  ornaments.  The  action  still  continued 
with  unabated  vigour ;  but  about  two,  p.  m.  the 

Greatest  part  of  ti&e  Danish  line  bad  ceased  to 
re :  some  of  the  lighter  ships  were  adrift,  and 
the  carnage  on  board  the  vessels  of  the  enemy, 
who  reinforced  their  crews  from  the  shore,  was 
dreadful.  The  Danish  commodore's  ship  was 
now  on  fire,  and  was  found  to  be  drifting  in 
flames  before  the  wind,  spreading  terror  and  dis- 
may throughout  the  enemy's  line.  The  usual 
lamentable  scene  then  ensued  ;  and  the  British 
boats  rowed  in  every  direction  to  •  save  the  crew, 
who  were  throwing  themselves  from  her  at  every 
port-hole  ;  few  however  were  left  unwounded 
in  her,  and  fewer  still  could  be  saved.  About 
haK  past  three  she  blew  up  with  a  terrible  ex- 
plosion. After  the  Dannebrog  was  adrift,  and 
had  ceased  to  fire,  the  action  was  found  to  be  over 
along  the  whole  line  a^stem  of  the  British'  fleet, 
but  the  ships  a-head,  and  the  crown  batteries,  as 
well  as  the  prizes  made  by  the  British,  still  con- 
tinued to  fire.  Lord  Nelson  losing  his  temper  at 
this,  observed,  "  That  he  must  either  send  on 
shore  and  stop  this  irregular  proceeding,  or  send 
in  our  fire-ships  and  burn  the  prizes."  He  ac- 
cordingly retired  into  the  stern  gallery,  and 
wrote  with  great  dispatch  the  following  letter  :— 

**  To  the  Broihers  rfEngtithmen,  ike  hra»€  Dwu$, 

<*  Lord  Nelson  has  directions  to  spare  Denintrk, 
when  no  longer  resisting ;  but  if  the  firing  is  continued  oa 
thepartof  Denmark,  Lord  Nelson  must  be  obliged  to  set 
on  fire  all  the  floating  batteries  he  has  taken,  without 
having  the  power  of  saying  the  brare  Danes  who  have 
defended  them.  *• 

(Dated)  '<  On  board  his  majesty's  ship  Elephant, 
<«  Copenhagen- Roads,  April  2,  iSOK  . 
(Signed)  *'  Nelson  and  Bbonts, 

"  Vice-admiral  under  the  command  of.  Admiral 

**  Sir  Hyde  Parker." 

This  dispatch  was  conveyed  on  shore  through 
the  contending  fleets,  by  Captain  Sir  Frederick 
Thesiger,  who  acted  as  his  lordship's  aide-de- 
camp;  and  who  found  the  prince  near  the  sally 
port,  animating  his  people,  and  sharing  their 
dangers4  This  letter,  which  exhibited  a  happy 
union  of  policy  and  courage,  was  written  at  a 
moment  when  Lord  Nelson  perceiTed,  that  in 


« 

u 


•  See  « the  Life  of  Admiral  Lord  Nelson,  by  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,"  Vol.  II.  P*kge  270. 
f  The  Blanche,  Alcmene,  Dart,  Arrow,  Zephyr,  and  Otter. 
{  While  the  battle  raged  in  its  utmost  fury,  the  orown  prince,  who  was  intreated  by  the  officers  >>>  bis  traia  to 
retire,  heroi^lly  replied  :  **  I  return  thanks  for  the  care  you  take  of  mv  person ;  but  as  providence  has  placed 
head  of  so  brave  a  nation,  I  deem  it  a  duty  to  be  the  first  to  set  an  example* ' 
(No.  24.)  4  T 


me  at  the 
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BOOK  II.  consequence  of  the  uafaTOurable  state  of  the 

wind,  the  admiral  was  not  likely  to  get  up  to  aid 

CiiakXVIII.  i^^  enterprise ;  tiiat  the  principal  batteries  of  the 
Ifiiil'  enemy,  and  the  ships  at  the  mouth  ef  thehar- 
h^nr,  were  yet  untouched ;  that  two  of  his  own 
division  had  grounded;  and  that  others  were 
likely  to  Aare  the  same  fate.  The  firing  from 
the  crown  batteries,  and  from  the  leading  ships 
of  the  British,  did  not  cease  tiH  past  three  o'clocx, 
when  the  Danish  Adjutant- general  Lindholm, 
returning  with  a  flag  of  truce,  directed  the  fire. 
of  the  batteries  to  be  suspended.  The  signal 
for  doing  the  same  was  then  made  to  the  British 
ships,  and  the  action  closed  after  five  hours  dura* 
tion,  four  of  which  were  warmly  contested,  and 
during  which  the  whole  of  the  Danish  line,  to 
the  southward  of  the  Crown  Islands,  amounting 
to  seventeen  sail,  were  sunk,  burnt,  or  taken.* 

TUs  missien  of  the  adjutant-generars  was 
^^  to  ask  the  particular  object  of  sending  the  flag 
of  truce,^'  to  whidi  Lord  Nelson  replied  : — 

^'  Lord  Nelson*!)  object  in  tending  the  flu^  of  truce 
**  was  bumaoity  :  he  therefore  contents  that  bottilitiet  thalt 
^eeate,  and  tbat  the  wounded  Danes  may  be  taken  on 
**  there ;  and  Lord  Nelson  will  take  hit  prisoners  out  of 
^  the  vettelt,  and  hum  or  carry  off  his  pnaet,  as  be  shall 
«"  think  fit. 

"  Lord  Nelson,  with  humble  duty  to  his  royal  higb- 
^  neas  the  Pnnee  of  Denmark,  will  consider  this  the 
**  greatest  Wotory  he  ever  gained,  if  it  may  be  the  caute  of 
^  a  happy  reconciliation  and  union  between  his  own  most 
^^  gracious  sorerei^  and  his  migesty  the  King  of  Denmark. 

(Si^ed)  "  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

"  On  hoard  his  majesty's  ship  Elephant,  Copenhagen- 
«'  Roads,  April  %  1801." 

On  tilts  his  royal  highness,  listening  to  the 
noice  of  humanity,  sent  hie  Adjutant-general 
lindholm  again  on  board  the  Elephant,  and  a 
negociation  was  entered  upon  which  terminated 
in  an  armistice  for  fourteen  weeks,  during  which 
^  the  treaty  of  armed  neutrality,^  as  far  as  related 
to  Denmark,  was  to  be  suspended. 

In  recording  the  memorable  engagement 
•ff  the  city  of  Copenhagen,  the  gallantry  dis- 
played by  the  Danes  ought  not  to  be  passed 
^yrer  in  silence.  Notwithstanding^  the  long  peace 
they  had  enjoyed,  the  batteries  both  afloat  and 
ashore  were  manned,  and  the  guns  served,  with  a 
degree  of  promptitude  and  Talour  tliat  would 
kav.e  conferred  credit  on  Teteran  troops,  and 
which  served  to  shew  how  unnecessary  it  is  that 


a  nation  should  engage  frequently  in  war  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  up  a  martial  spirit.  The 
English  vice-admiral  himself  confessed  that  the 
combat  was  far  more  terrible  than  the  action  at 
Aboukir;  and  when  it  is  reoolleoted  that  two 
captains  of  the  British  navy,  Captain  Riou  and 
Captain  Mosse,  lost  their  lives,  and  Captain  Sir 
T.  B.  Thompson  a  leg  ;  and  that  the  total  of 
killed  and  wounded  of  the  British  amounted  to 
nearly  one  thousand  ;t  while  the  loss  of  the  enemy 
was  stated  in  Lord  Nelson's  dispatohea  at  Ibiir 
times  diat  number,  it  must  be  allowed  that  the 
resistance  was  not  contemptible. 

As  soon  as  tiie  disabled  vessels  were  refitted, 
the  British  squadron  sailed  to  Carlscrona,  and 
4>n  the  18tii  m  April  arrived  off  tbat  port.     Sir 
Hyde   Parker  lost  no  time  in    informinf    the 
governor,  that  the  Danish  court  had  been  induced 
to  conclude  an  armistice,  by  which  the  disputes 
between  the  courts  of  Copenhagen  and  St  James*^ 
had  been  accommodated,    aed   ^^  to  require  an 
explioit  answer  from  the  court  of  Sweden,  rela- 
tive   to    its    intention    to    abandon  the   hostile 
measures,   adopted   in    coigunction   with    Rus- 
sia  against  the   rights    and  interests  of  Great 
Britain?'        To    this    Vice-admiral    Cronstedt 
replied  in  the  name  of  the  king,  ^'  tbat  it  was 
the  unalterable  resolution   of  his  Swedish  Ma- 
jesty not  to  fail  for  a  moment  in  fulfilling  with 
fidelity  and  sincerity  the    engagements  he  bad 
entered  into  with  his  alKes ;  but  tbat  be  would 
not  refuse  to  listen  to  equitable  proposals  for  the 
accommodation  of  disputes,,  provided  they  were 
made  bv  plenipotentiaries,  sent  on  the  part  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  to  the  united  nowers." 
On  receiving  this  answer  the  admiral  left  the  bay 
without  firing  a  gun ;  and  all  future  hostilities 
vrith  the  northern  states  were  happily  prevented 
by  the  death  of  the  Emperoc  Paul,  who  fell  bj 
the  hands  of  bis  courtiers,  on  the  2Sd  of  March. 
To  delineate  the  character  of  this   monarch,  is 
foreign  to  the  purpose  of  this  work.  It  is  suflkieBt 
to  say,  that  it  was  a  compound  of  folly  and  vice. 
The  only  palliation  which  his  conduct  seems  to  ad- 
mit, arises  from  the  presumption  that  his  mental 
faculties  were  deranged ;  but  whether  that  species 
of  insanity  under  which  he  was  supposed  to  labour,, 
originated  in  any  other  causes  than*  pride,  pas- 
sion,   and   intemperance,    is  a  problem  which 
history  will  scarcely  descend  to  investigate.} 


*  Iiori  Kelwm'fe  Dispatches,  Loadoa  Gftsette  £xtrsordiDsry.  April  16,  18(H. 

Officers. 20  Wouoded :  Officers 48 

Seamen,  marines,,  aodw^ldieis. S34  Sesmeo^  mariasf ,  aQdMU]era...641 

^25* 

Total  killed  and.  wooaded ^..J94» 

t  The  hiatory  ef  the  Eknpersr  PawFa  aaaaaaination^  giFen  upon*  the  authority  of  one  of  the 
as  Eoffush  author,  who  maintains  that  the  reaoliition.  was  taken  hy  theactois  ui  this  --' — ' — 
save  the  empira  it  waaneoeasary  that  the  empanoDbe  rnnoved  :'^ 

•*  b  was  the  taftoAof  the  emfferor  to  tteepinanouier  apartment  nest  totheen^ureas,  o£oa.aao&,  lahis  ngimentala  aai 


is  thus  di!sciibedby 
from  an  opinioa,  ^  that  to- 
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Thus  perished,  at  a  ^ery  critical  period,  and 
by  the  same  means,  that  son  of  Peter  III.  who, 
after  a  short  reirn,  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  mascu- 
line ambition  or  a  female,  and  the  treason  of  a 
few  contemptible  conspirators.  Dazzled  with  the 
exploits  of  Bonaparte,  Paul  contemplated  the 
First  Consul  of  France  with  the  same  degree  of 
enthusiasm  as  had  been  formerly  shewn  by  his 
unfortunate  father  in  respect  to  Frederick  the 
Great,  A  private  correspondence  had  actually 
taken  place  between  them,  compliments  were 
interchanged,  and  projects  of  a  new  and  porten- 
tous kind  broached.  Seven  thousand  Russian 
prisoners  in  France  Were  immediately  liberated 
without  exchange,  or  ransom,  and  after  being 
clothed  in  new  uniforms,  and  armed  fromf  the 
depots  of  the  republic,  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  enraptured  Czar.  To  nil  up  the  measure  of  this 
wonderful  change  in  the  sentiments  of  the  court  of 
St.  Petersburg,  Count  de  Kalitschew,  a  Russian 
nobleman,  was  dispatched  to  Paris,  in  the  character 
of  ambassador- extraordinary ;  and  that  prince,  who 
had  afforded  an  asylum  to  the  unfortunate  remains 


boote,  while  the  grand  dulce  and  ducbesSi  and  the  rest  of  the  imperial  family,  were  lodged  at  Tarions  diatanoea,  in  aptrtmenta 
below  the  story  which  he  occupied.— In  the  dead  of  the  nigbt  of  the  iOth  of  March,  O.  S.  Count  P —  Z —  (late  a  disgraoed 
eovrtier)  and  the  rest  of  the*  conspirators,  amoontin^  to  eieht  or  aloe  persons,  having  previously  changed  the  guard,  passed 
the  draw-hridge,  easily  ascended  the  stair- case  which  led  to  PauPs  cnamber,  and  met  with  no  resistance  tiU  tbej  reached 
the  anti-room,  when  afaithiiil  hussar,  who  always  slept  at  the  emperor's  bed-room -door,  awaked  by  the  noise,  challengod 
them  and  presented  his  fusee :  much  as  they  must  have  all  admired  the  brav^  fidelity  of  the  guard,  neither  time  nor  drcumr 
stances  would  admit  of  an  act  of  generosity,  which  might  hare  endangered  the  whcle  plan  ;  Z---  drew  hk  sabre  and  eot 
the  poor  fellow  down.  Paul,  awaked  b]^  the  noise,  sprung  from  his  sma ;  at  this  noaBent  the  whole  party  rushed  into  hi» 
room :  the  unhappy  sovereign,  anticipating  their  design,  at  first  endeavoured  to  intrench  himself  in  the  chairs  wad  tables ; 
then  recovering,  be  assumed  a  high  tone,  told  them  they  were  hi?  prisoners,  ami  called  upon  them  to  surrender. 

'*  Findingthatthey  fixed  their  e3re8  steadily  and  fiercely  upon  him,  and  continued  advancing  towards  him,  he 
implored  them  to  spare  his  life  ;  declared  his  consent  instantly  to  reunqnish  the  sceptre,  and  to  accept  of  any  terms  they 
would  dictate.  In  his  raving,  he  offered  to  make  them  princes,  and  to  ^ve  them  estates,  and  titles,  and  ordera  without  end. 
They  now  began  to  press  upon  him,  when  he  made  a  convulsive  effort  to  reach  the  window :  in  the  attempt  he  failed,  and 
indeed  so  high  was  it  firom  the  ground,  that  had  he  succeeded,  the  expedient  would  only  have  put  a  more  ittstantaiieoiis 
period  to  his  misery.  In  the  eaort,  he  very  severely  cut  his  hand  with  the  glass ;  and  as  they  drew  him  back,  be  grasped 
a  chair,  with  which  he  felled  one  of  the  assailants,  and  a  desperate  resistance  took  place.  So  great  was  the  noise,  that  not- 
withstanding the  massy  walls  and  thick  double  fo)din|[-doors  which  divided  the  apartments,  the  empress  was  disturbed, 
and  began  to  cry  for  help,  when  a  voice  whispered  in  her  ear,  and  imperatively  told  her  to  retnank  quiet,  otherwise,, 
if  she  uttered  another  word,  she  should  be  put  to  instant  death. 

**  Whilst  the  emperor  was  thus  making  a  last  stroggie,  the  Prince  Y —  struck  him  on  one  of  his  temples* 
with  his  fist,  and  laid  him  upon  the  floor :  t^ul  recovering  mm  the  Mow,  again  implored  his  life;  at  this  moment, 
the  heart  of  P —  Z —  relenteo,  and  upon  being  observed  to  tremble  and  hesitate,  a  young  HanoKeriatt  resolutely  ex-. 
claimed,  **  We  have  passed  the  rubicon  :  if  we  spare  his  Hfe,  before  the  setting  of  to-morrow's  sun,  we  shall  be  his 
victims!'*  Upon  which  he  took  off  his  sash,  twined  it  twice  round  the  neck  of  the  emperor,  and  ^viny  one  end  to* 
Z— and  holding  the  other  himself,  they  nulled  for  a  considerable  time  with  aO  their  force,  until  their  miser^lettve* 
reign  was  nO'  more  ;  thoey  then  retired  from  the  palace  without  the  least  molestadoB)  and.  returned  to  their  respec- 
^ve  homes. '*t 

"  At  seven  o'clock  the  intdligaice  of  the  demise  of  Ptol,  by  Mioplei^,  as  it  was  stated;  spread  thnnigk 
the  capital,  and  his  son,  Alexander,  who  had  already  mourned  his  fatk^s  rate,  mounted  the  throne  of  tne  unfortunate- 
monardi.  The  punishment  that  awaited  the  assassins  was  slight  in  the  extreme:  Count  P—  Z—  was  ordered  not  to» 
approach  the  imperial  residence,  and  the  governor  of  the  oity,  anotheB  of  the  principaL  conapiratsors^  was  transferred 
to  Rica !" 

t  C«v*»  Tkaffd»  Sa  Biwfa,  fta.  Ui  MS*^ 


*  This  treaty,  which  fixed  tbefimits  of  the  right  of  search,  d^fiaed'the  articfes  that  should  he  con8ide«ed:con4mftaMh 

#f  war,  and  determined  the  characteristics  of  a  blockaded  port,  amongst  other  articles,  stipulated  j 
**  That  ihipa  of  neoHal  povea  disD  navigate  freely,  to  die  ports,  and  upon  the  ooosts  of  die  natioDs  at  wai^ 
*'  Tharthe  effects  emberfced^  «a  board  neotnl  flhips  ahall  be  fkee,  with  the  exception  of  contraband  of  war,  and  of  encnj^s  property' ;j 

and  k  is  agreed  noe  to  oempriBe  in  the  nimiberot  the  latter,  the  menluttdise  of  the  pn^ 

war,  wbidi  dialL  have  been  acqinred  by  the  nsibiiectB  eC  the  neatnl  power,  nd  tbaU  be  tiaaqBQrted.ftstheirasoa«it,.  which 

<te  cannot  be  cxceyteAin  any  catefkom  the  Jtawdonfcgffsntcd  to  Oift  flag  0^ 
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of  the  BourboD  family,  and  nvho  kept  a  court  for  BOOK  II. 
and  recognized  Louis  XVIII.  as  the  legitimate  ,■ 

sovereign  of  France,   now    adcnowledged  the  CsakXVUI 
French  repuUie/and  testified  his  admiration  for 
her  first  magistrate. 

No  sooner  had  Alexander  I.  aon  of  the  deposed 
emperor,  succeeded  to  the  throne  of  his  father^ 
than  he  published  an  ukase,  revoking  several  of 
the  acts  of  the  late  government,  and  restoring  the 
British  seamen  to  liberty.  Baron  Lisakewitsch, 
the  Russian  minister  at  the  court  of  Denmark, 
having  notified  these  events  to  Admiral  Parker, 
the  admiral  immediately  returned  to  K'ioge  bay, 
to  avrait  the  orders  of  his  court  in  consequende  of 
this  new  and  interesting  change,  and  in  the  mean 
time  the  benefits  of  the  armistice  were  extend/- 
ed  to  the  court  of  Stockholm. 

Nearly  about  the  same  period.  Lord  St. 
Helens  arrived  at  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg^ 
in  quality  of  minister  plenipotentiary  for  England ; 
ana.  by  a  convention  signed  in  the  Russian  capital 
on  the  17th  of  June,*  the  emperor  on  the  one 
hand  allowed  the  right  of  search,  under  certaia 
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BOOK  II.  testrictions,  by  ships  of  war,  but  not  by  privateers ; 
■    while  on  the  other,  the  merchandise  of  the  pro- 
CoakXVIII.  duce,  growth,  and  manufacture  of  the  countries 
^*^^jr^  engaged  in  war,  might  be  purchased  and  carried 
^^^^      away  by  the  neutral  powers ;  but  by  a  subsequent 
explanatory  declaration,  the  commerce  between 
the  mother  country  of  a   belligerent  and  her 
colonies  was  expressly  excluded  from  the  beneiit 
of  this  arrangement.     It  was  also  ^pulated  by 
one  of  the  articles  that  Sweden  and  Denmark 
should  receive  back  their  ships  and  settlements  on 
acceding  to  this  treaty,  and  with  these  terms  they 
both  very  readily  complied.   Thus  Great  Britain, 
partly  by  the  sudden  demise  of  the  Emperor  Paul, 
and  partly  by  the  thunder  of  her  navy,  saw  a  con- 
federacy dissolved  which  aimed  at  the  decrease  of 
her  maritine  greatness,   and  was  calculated  to 
involve  her  in  a  new  and  disastrous  war.     But  at 
"  the  very  moment  when  England  had  concluded  a 
peace  with  her  new  foes,  she  was  subject  to  the 
mortification  of  beholding  an  ancient  but  feeble 
ally  punished  for  her  fidelity. 

No  sooner  had  the  peace  of  Luneville  been 
signed,  than  the  consular  government  of  France . 
deteEmined  to  punish  Portugal  for  its  attachment 
to  the  only  remaining  enemy  of  the  republic. 
Queen  Mary,  the  widow  of  her  uncle  Peter  III. 
incapacitated,  partly  by  age,  and  partly  by  a 
mental  malady,  from  the  exercise  of  the  royal 
functions,  still  retained  the  semblance  of 
sovereignty  ;  but  the  kingdom  was  governed  by 
her  son,  under  the  name  of  regent.  The  Prince 
of  Brazil,  conscious  that  his  country  had  been 
repeatedly  saved,  and  his  family  continued  on  the 
throne,  in  consequence  of  the  support  and  pro- 
tection of  Great  Britain,  from  whom  he  now 
expected  the  assistance  of  an  auxiliary  army,  was 
devoted  to  that  power,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
menaces  of  the  court  of  Madrid,  had  hitherto 
rejected  the 'idea  of  any  treaty  that  tended  to 
exclude  British  ships  from  the  ports  of  Portugal. 


The  King  of  Spain,  actuated  by  attachment 
to  his  family,  had  suspended  the  vengeance  of  his 
ally,  until,  being  at  leneth  fearful  of  an  invasion 
on  the  part  of  the  repubhc,  he  reserved  for  himself 
the  task  of  chastising  his  son-in-law.  He  accord- 
ingly published  a  manifesto,  on  the  27th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1801,  in  which  he  complained  that  Europe 
had  been  scandalised  at  Portugal  presenting  a 
secure  asylum  to  the  squadrons  of  the  enemy,  from 
which  they  were  enabled  to  issue  forth  and  seize 
on  the  vessels  of  Spain,  and  on  those  of  a  republic 
united  to  him  by  friendship.  This  manifesto,  in 
which  the  Spanish  monarch  intermingled  his  own 
complaints  with  those  of  France,  announced  the 
recall  of  the  Spanish  ambassador  from  the  coiirt  of 
Portugal,  and  concluded  with  a  declaration  of 
war  against  that  country. 

The  oonnter-manifesto,  published  by  the 
court  of  lisboo;  on  the  21st  of  April,  was  replete 
with  energy,  and  worthy  of  the  most  prosperous 
days  of  the  Portuguese  monarchy.  After  congra- 
tulating the  nation  on  retaining  its  independence, 
notwithstanding  the  subjugation  of  so  many  other 
countries,  the  prince  regent  maintained  that  Por- 
tugal had  always  evinced  a  scrupulous  fidelity  to 
its  promises  in  respect  to  foreign  states ;  that 
war  had  been  declared  against  them  because 
they,  had  observed  the  faith  of  treaties;  and 
that  the  measures  now  taken  by  the  enemies 
of  Portugal  were  intended  to  degrade  and  debase 
her  by  reducing  her  to  the  n^essity  of  supplicating 
for  the  preservation  of  her  commerce.  '*  Portu-« 
guese !"  continued  the  Prince,  **  we  will  preserve 
the  courage  and  the  sentiments  of  honour  trans- 
mitted to  us  by  our  ancestors  ;  justice  is  on  our 
side  ;  the  true  God,  propitious  to  our  cause^  will 
punish  by  means  of  our  arms  the  injuries  com- 
mitted by  our  enemies ;  he  will  crown  with  glory 
our  generals  and  our  legitimate  sovereign,  while 
our  zeal,  the  equity  of  our  cause,  and  the  remem- 
brance of  our  exploits,  will  secure  us  victory.'' 


'*  That  in  order  to  avoid  all  equivocation  and  inigiindentanding  of  what  oug^t  to  be  eoDsidered  as  ooatxaband  of  war,  his  Imperial  RUjeslj 
of  all  the  Ruoias  andhis  Britannic  Mivjesty  declare,  conformably  to  the  11th  artide  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  'amduded  between  the  two 
crowns  on  the  l(Xh  (9l8t)  of  Febniaiy,  1797»  that  they  acknowledge  as  such,  only  the  following  objects,  viz.  cannons,  mortars,  fiie-«im8» 
iristols,  bombs,  grenades,  balls,  bidlets,  fire-locks,  ffints,  matches,  powder,  salt-petre,  so^her,  helmets,  pikes,  pouches,  swords,  sword- 
bdts,  saddles  and  bridles,  excepting,  however,  the  quantity  of  the  said  articles,  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  d^ence  of  the  ship  and  of 
those  who  compose  the  crew.  And  all  other  artides  whatever  not  enumerated  here,  shall  not  be  reputed  warlike  and  naval  ammunition,  nor 
be  subject  to  confiscation,  and  of  course  shall  pass  firedy,  without  being  subject  Uy  the  smallest  difiiculty,  unless  they  can  be  coisidered  encmy^s 
property  in  the  above  settled  sense. 

**  That  in  order  todetemiiie  what  dianetetizes  a  blodcadedjpdit,  ih^t  denomination  is  given  only  to  that  wh^  there  is,  by  the  daapooAim 
of  the  power  which  attacks  it  with  ships  stationary,  or  sufficiently,  near,  an  evident  danger  in  entering. 

"  That  the  shqis  of  the  neutral  power  shall  not  be  slopped^  biit  vpon  just  causes  and  evident  Acts:  that  they  be  tried  witfaoat  delay,  and 
that  thepvooeedingB  be  alwaysnniform,  prompt,  and  lq;aL 

'*  That  the  right  of  seardiing  merchant  ships  bdonging  to  the  subjects  of  one  of  the  oontrscting  powers,  and  navigating  under  oonvey  of  a 
ship  of  war  of  the  said  power,  shall  only  be  exeadsed  by  ships  of  war  of  die  bdligeient  party,  and  shall  never  extend  to  the  fittera-ont  of 
privateers,  or  other  vends  which  do  not  bdong  to  the  imperial  or  royal  fleet  of  their  migesties,  but  which  their  subjects  shall  have  fitted  out 
lor  war. 

**  That  there  shall  be  no  pretence  for  any  search,  if  the  papers  and  certificates  on  verification  are  found  in  due  form,'  and  there  exists  no  good 
motive  for  suspidon.  In  the  contrary  case,  the  captain  of  the  neutral  ship  of  war  (being  duly  required  thereto  by  the  captain  of  the  ship  of 
war  or  ships  of  war  of  the  belligerent  powers)  is  to  bring-to  and  detain  the  convoy,  during  the  time  necessaiy  for  the  seaivh  of  the  ships  whidi 
compose  it,  and  he  shall  have  the  faculty  of  naming  and  ddegating  one  or  more  ofiicers  to  assist  at  the  search  of  the  said  ships,  which  shafl 
be  done  in  his  presence,  on  board  each  merchant  ship,  coojointly  with  one  or  more  oflkezs  selected  by  the  Jeaptain  of  the  ship  of  the  beOlgeKBt 
party." 
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The  prince  of  peace  hairing  been  declared 
geBeralissimo  of  the  Spanish  army,  immediately 
entered  PortOj^l,  and  in  the  coarse  of  less  than 
two  months  over-ran  that  country.  Having 
penetrated  by  two  different  routes  into  Alentejo, 
ne  obtained  possession  of  Campo-M ajor^  and  all 
the  fortified  places  in  that  extensive  province, 
eompelled  the  enemy  to  retire  beyond  the  Ta|;tt8, 
and  transmitted  the  trophies  of  his  victorious 
•areer  to  Madrid.  The  prince  regent,  finding 
all  his  efforts  to  resist  the  Spaniards  in  vain,  was 
obliged  to  consent  to  a  treaty  of  peace,  which 
was  signed  at  Badajos,  on  the  6th  of  June.  By 
this  treaty,  Spain  obtained  possession  of  the  pro- 
Tince  of  Olivenza,  and  it  was  stipulated  that  no 
armed  ships  appertaining  to  the  enemies  of  that 
country,  should  be  admitted  into  the  harbours  of 
Portuj^. 

But  these  proceedings  did  not  appear  in 
exact  conformity. vrith  the  interests  and  views  of 
France,  and  General  St.  Cyr,  who  had  been  in- 
Tested  with  the  character  of  ambassador  to  the 
court  at  Madrid,  immediately  placed  himself  at 
the  bead  of  a  body  of  twenty-four  thousand  troops, 
entered  Portugal,  and  invested  the  fortress  of 
Almeida,  within  thirty  leagues  of  the  capital.    No 
pooner  was  this  event  known  at  lisbon,  than  the 
court  became  alarmed  for  its  safety,  and  as  the 
f  ubsidy  of  three  hundred  thousand  pounds,  Toted 
to  that  state  by  the  British  parliament,  was  unac* 
companied  by  a  body  of  troops,  as  had  been  origin- 
ally intended,    a  p^ace  soon  after  took  place 
between  Portugal  and  France.     By  this  treaty, 
which  was  signed  at  Madrid,  on  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, Portugal  engaged  no  longer  to  admit 
either  British  ships  of  war  or  merchantmen  into 
her  harbours ;  the  limits  of  the  dominions  of  the 
republic  in  Guiana  were  extended;  and  com- 
mercial immunities  highly  favourable  to  Franoe 
were  obtained.    On  the  other  hand,  the  British 
ininistry,  being  apprehensive  lest  the  island  of 
Mudeira  should  be  delivered  up  to  the  enem^^ 


sent  a  squadron  thither,  vrith  a  small  body  of  land  BOOK  IL 
forces  under  Colonel  Clinton,  who,  debairkine  on  ■ 

the  day  of  his  arrival,  obtained  possession  of  the  ^^^^^ 
forts  which  command  the  bay  of  Fonchiale.  "^^Ml 

In  the  mean  time,  such  oi  the  states  ef  Europe 
as  had  not  yet  made  their  peace  with  France, 
being  terrified  into  submission  by  the  ricteries  of 
Marengo  and  HohenHnden,  and  bereav«Kl,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  treaty  of  LuneviUe,  of  all  efficient 
co-operation,  were  eager  to  solicit  forgiveness, 
and  to  bow  at  the  feet  of  the  conqueror.  The 
King  of  the  two  Sicilies,  alarmed  at  the  approach  , 

of  an  army  under  General  Murat,  vrithorew  his 
troops  in  succession  from  the  territories  of  Tus- 
cany and  Rome ;   and  at  the  moment  when  the 
French  were  about  once  more  to  enter  his  king-* 
dom,  he  contrived,  by  the  powerful  interoession  of 
Russia  and  of  Spain,  to  prevent  the  re-estaJblish- 
ment  of  the  Parthenopean  republic.    The  treaty^ 
however,  by  means  of  whidi  he  purchased  his 
safety,  wras  humiliating;  for  he  agreed  to  shut 
the  ports  of  Naples  and  Sicily  to  the  ships  of  vrar      ^ 
of  <3reat  Britain  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  to 
renounce,  along  vrith  Porto  Longone,  his  posses- 
sions in  the  isle  of  Elba,  the  presidial  states  ia 
Tuscany^  and  the  principality  of  Piombino.    But 
what  was  infinitely  more  disagreeable  to  thb 
prince,  he  not  only  stipulated  by  the  specific 
article  to  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand 
livres,  by  way  of  indemnification  for  the  lives 
lost  and  the  damages  sustained  by  the  French 
party,  during  the  late  disorders  in  the  kipgdom 
of  Naples ;  but  he  was  obliged  also  solemnly  to 
agree  to  oermit  all  those  who  had  been  either 
Imprisoned  or  banished  on  account  of  their  politi- 
cal opinions,  to  be  liberated,  and  return  to  thdr 
native  country. 

Amidst  this  career  of  triumph  on  the  part  of 
the  fiarst  consul,  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  sud- 
denly directed  towards  Africa,  and  fixed  on  that 
scene  where  the  English  were  fated  to  equal  the 
pioat  splendid  achievements  of  the  Frendi  nationK 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Campaign  in  Bg\Pt  :  State  rfthe  French  Amy — A  British  Army  sails  for  Egjipt — Arritts  in  tlie  Bay 
ofAboukir — Debarkation — The  BritishArmy  advances — Battle  of  the  ISth  of  March — Batile  ^ 
the  2lst — Death  of  General  Abercrombie — Offer  to  renew  the  Convention  of  El  Arischrejeded  by 
the  Frenck^^Rosetta  mrrenders  to  the  Anglo-Turkish  army — The  Commander-in-Chief  hating 
Alexandria  to  be  invested  by  General  Coote  and  Admiral  Bickertony  proceeds  against  Cairo — 
Defeat  of  the  French  by  the  Turks — Surrender  of  Grand  Cairo — Siege  of  Alexandria — Fall 
of  Alexandria^  and  the  final  Expulsion  (f  the  French  from  Egypt. 


BOOK  n.         EGYPT,  «he  scene  of  his  former  exploits 

^  and  triumphs,  uras  never  absebt  from  the  mind  of 

Chap.XIX.  Bonaparte.     Reclined  beneath  the    canopy  of 
^*-*^v*^  power,  and  wielding  the  sceptre  of  a  potent  state, 
1801      ^e  still  recollected  those  gigantic  plans  of  ambi- 
tion, which  had  induced  him  to  wrest  the  regions 
watered  by  the  Nile  from  the  Turks  and  Mame* 
hikes,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  drive  <lie 
(English  from  their  possessions  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ganges.    He  affected  to  consider  .the  army 
of  the  Bast  as  composed  ^^of  his   own   child- 
ren ;''   and  while  he  gare  orders  for  fitting  out 
a  strong  squadron  for  its  relief,  under  Admiral 
Ghtnthearume,  an  active  and  enterprising  com- 
mander,  he  took   care   to  supply    the    troops 
with  arms,  and  even  to  increase  their  numbers 
by  means  of  small  detachmaits  of .  conscripts. 
Kleberg  whose  memory  was  still  dear  to  the  sol- 
diers, had  added  at  once  to  their  reputation  and 
their  security  by  the  decisive  battle  of  Helio^ 
polis.^    He  had  also  increased  their  numbers  by 
the  formation  of  a  Greek  legion,  which  supplied 
the  loss  of  the  veteran  troops,  while  cderity 
was  given  to  their  movements  by  tlie  establish- 
ment of  several  squadrons  of  camels,  so  that  a 
body  of  in&ntry  could  at.  any  time  traverse  the 
desert,  or  fly  to  the  assistance  of  a  distant  post 
menaced  by  the  enemy ;  to  facilitate  the  commu- 
nication, bridges  were  also  dirowo  across  the  arms 
of  the  Nile,  and  a  superiority  on  that  river  main- 
tained by  means  of  a  flotilla  of  armed  germes. 

Menou,  who  had  succeeded  to  the  command 
of  the  French  army,  and  been  confirmed  in  that 
oflBce  by  the  first  consul,  had  never  distinguish- 
ed himself  as  a  warrior.  Since  the  residence  of 
the  French  in  this  part  of  Africa,  he  had  not 
filled  any  important  department,  or  performed 
a  single  exploit  worthy  of  record;  and  the 
troops,  accustomed  to  be  conducted  by  gallant 
and  fortunate  chiefs,  placed  but  little  reli- 
ance on  a  leader  whom  they  considered  as  a 
financier   rather  than  a  general.     His  disputes 


.with.Kleber,  a  commuider  at  once  adored  by  the 
soldiers  and  worthy  of  their  esteem,  had  long 
since  rendered  him  unpopular  with  ttie  mass  of 
tlie  army ;  and  in  addition  to  this,  he  had  to  oon* 
tend  with  a  party,  some  of  wlueh  aspired  to  the 
supreme  command,  while  others,  cHscontented 
with  their  situation,  and  considering  themselves 
.in  the  light  of  exiles,  hmg^hed  to  return  to  that 
country  which  they  had  left  with  reluctance.  At 
this  period  the  successful  rebellion  of  Paaswau 
•Oglou  €lled  the  mind  of  the  Grand  Visier  with 
terror  and  dismay  ;  while  the  fierce  jealousy  of 
iD'jezzar,  the  victorious  Pacha  of  Syria,  and  the 
sudden  change  that  had  taken  place  in  the  politics 
of  the  Emperor  Paul,  added  to  his  numerous  and 
recent  disasters,  induced  him  to  make  an  attempt^ 
which  proved  unsuccessful,  to  renew  with  Menou 
the  negociations  which  had  been  begun  with 
Bonaparte  and  continued  with  Kleber^ 

Such  was  the  situation  of  the  French  at  this 
moment ;  powerful,  but  divided  on  one  hand,  and 
menaced  by  eastern  hordes,  numerous  indeed, 
but  contemptible,  on  the  other.  The  BingUflli 
ministry,  perceiviugthemselves  foiled  by  theirown 
wavering  policy,  in  consequence  of  which  they 
had  at  one  time  disapproved  by  anticipation  the 
treaty  of  El  Arisch,  and  at  another  wished  to 
ratify  the  same  treaty  when  it  was  too  late,  at 
length  determined  on  the  expulsion  of  the  French 
from  Egypt ;  and  this  gallant  service  was  reserved 
for  troops,  the  greater  part  of  which  had  been 
coasting  along  the  shores  of  Spain  and  the  borders 
of  the  Mediterranean.  After  landingand  re-eni- 
barking  at  Ferrol,  and  afterwards  menacing 
Cadiz,  part  of  the  fleet  sailed  for  Malta  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  1800,  while  the  remainder 
wintered  at  Minorca. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  plan  of  the  campaign  wad 
formed  and  developed.  Judging  from  intercept- 
ed letters  that  the  French  were  thinned  by  disease 
and  dispirited  by  so  long  a  seclusion  from  Europe^ 
it  was  supposed  that  the  conquest  would  not  hi 
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diffieult ;  and  it  w«8  determined  that  the  fietd 
should  be  taken  by  three  different  armies  at  the 
same  time»  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  in  the 
attainment  of  ttus  great  object.  While  those 
ifery  enemies  "who  bad  so  ktely  menaced  India^ 
were  to  he  opposed  by  a  body  of  troops  from  that 
remote  quarter  of  the  globe,  under  the  command 
of  General  Baird,  the  Grand  Visier  in^as  to  pene- 
trate aeross  the  desert,  and  at  the  same  period, 
the  EngUah,  under  convoy  of  a  powerful  arma- 
ment, were  to  land  near  to  that  apot  where  the 
remembrance  of  their  gallant  achievemeniB  waa 
still  fresh  in  their  recollection. 

The  fleet  destined  for  this  purpose  having 
acctordingly  rendezvoused,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1801,  in  the  spacious  bay  of  Marmorice,  on  the 
coast  of  Caramtnia,  waited  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  cavalry  horses,. collecting  transports, 
and  procuring  gun^boats  to  cover  the  landing,  as 
well  as  vessels  of  a  lighter  burthen  to  enter  the 
lakes.  But  notwithsUnding  the  endeavours  of 
the  English  ambassador  at  Ihe  court  ef  the  Otto- 
man Porte,  to  inflame  the  tardy  zeal  of  the  Turks, 
a  coosiderable  delay  iniervened«  and  several 
Freneh  vessels  entered  Alexandria  in  the  mean 
time^  with  supplies  of  troops,  ammunition,  and 
stores  for  the  enemy.  At  length  the  British 
squanlron,  consisting  of  about  one  hundred  and 
sevemty-five  sail,  under  the  command  ef  Lord 
Keitli,  weighed  anchor  on  the  iSd  of  February, 
and  sailed  with  an  army  of  fifteen  thousand  three 
hundred  and  thirty  men,*  tasnbj agate  an  enemy 
with  the  strength  of  whom  the  commanders 
themselves  were  notoriously  unacquainted.  It 
happened  also  tiiat  not  a  single  <»flicer  in  the 
army  was  aequainted  with  the  interior  of  the 
country,  nor  had  they  even  a  map  whidi'  could  be 
depended  upen.  To  complete  this  state  ef  un* 
sertainty,  Major  Makarras,  of  the  engineers,  who 
was  dispatched  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  was 
killed;  and  Major  Fletcher,  another  artillery 
Y>fiicer,  severely  wounded.     During  the  passage. 


the  Greek  and  Turkiih  vessels  separ^Kied  from  BOOK  IL 
the  squadron  amidst  a  heavy  gale,  ui  which  6ne     ■     ■      " 
of  the  ships  laden  wkh  mules  bHsd  -foundered ;  On%p/XlX. 
and  as  the  cavalry  and  avtilleryhofseswere  em-  ^""^JJ^T*^ 
barked  cm  board  of  theni,  this  oireukislaiiee  vras 
productive  of  consid^ahtodisappotetment.*  After 
a  boisterous  passage,  howeiFer,^f  six  days,  the 
Arab^s  tdvTer  was  descried  ;  and  in  the  course  of 
the  naait  .inoming  the  convoy  arrived  in  Aboukir 
Bay,  rendered  memorable  by  the  cekbrated  bat- 
tle of  the  Nile. 

From  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  weather 
it  was  found  necessary  to  delay  the  debarkation 
of  the  troMs  till  the  morning  of  the  Bth  of 
Mareh.t  The^flrst  division  of  the  army,  amount- 
ing to  near  six  thousand  men,  under  Major- 
general  Coote,  having  got  into  the  boats,  a  rpd^et 
vras  fired  at  ttiree '  o^clock  in  the  mornings  oh 
wUck  they  immediately  towed  towards  the  Men- 
dovi,  and  anchored  in  a  central  position  i^t  seme 
distanee  from  the  shore.  At  nine,  gun-^boats, 
armed  launches,  and  cutters,  having  l>een  sta- 
tioned for  their  protection,  another  signal  was 
made,  in  consequence  of  which  they  advanced 
tsvMMpds  the  beach,  under  the  superintendence  of 
Captains  Cochrane,  Stevenson,  Scott^  La^pour, 
Apthorpe,  and  Morrison,  of  £he  royal  navy,  and 
fearless  of  the  preparations  of  the  enemy,  steered 
directly  for  that  part  ef  the  shore  where  the 
greatest  apposition  was  likel  v  to  take  place ;  for  the 
French  had  occupied  a  sana-hill,  styled  by  them 
<<  la  hauteur,''  ami  lined  all  the  adjacent  heights 
mth  artillery  and  infantry ;  so  that  on  the  approach 
of  the  flotilla  vrithin  this  amphitheatre  of  fire,  the 
castle  of  Aboukir,  together  with  the  jg^ns,  to  the 
number  of  fifteen,  poured  down  a  most  terrible 
and  iaeessant  discharge  of  shot,  shell,  and  grape^ 
which  forced  the  boats  to  incline  a  little  from  their 
original  direction,  although,  instead  of  being 
daunted,  the  men  answerra  every  discharge  by 
a  huzsa! 

The  reserve,   under  Major-general  Moore^ 


*  '8ir  ttobert  Wilson,  in  bit  History  of  the  Briiish  Campaign  in  Egypt,  states  fliat  the  effieUnt  Ibree  of  ih«  army  at  the 
highsst  Gomputatioo  did  not  ^xc^  twelve  thousand  inen ;  and  the  foUowing  list  of  the  forces  it  eiLtraoied  fron  that  pfib- 
licatioD : 

Guards — Miyor-General  Ludlow. 

lat,  or  Royals,) 

"  I,     vMajor*geaeral  Coote. 
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8th^l3th-*90th-^Major-general  Craddock. 

3d,0TQue«n'9,  ) 

AOth,  >  Major-general  Lord  CaTan. 

TOtb,  3  ,_ 

lBth^90th-*-44th^<-89th— Brigadier-general  Doyle* 

Minonca  ) 

De  RoiVs         >Major-genieral  Stuart. 

DDlon's  3 


40th,  flank-companiee, 

add, 

28th, 

42d, 

58th, 

Cy'orsican  Rangers, 

Detach.  11th  dragoons, 


Reserve. 


I 

XMajor-gienera!  Moorei 

Ditto,  Homp^ach's  regiment,  J 

12th  dragoon8--26th  ditto,^Brtgadier-gen«ral  Fineh. 
Artillery  and  pioneers,— Brigad^er-grneral  Lawson. 
The  whole  under  the  command  of  Sir  Ralph  Ahercrombie. 

t  On  the  7th,  Sir  Sidaey  Smith,  who  first  landed  to  reeonneitre  the  lake  ofMaadie,  mftdea  trtvikl  but  laughs 
ahle  capture,  which  excited  the  mevriment  of  the  whole  fleet :  thei^laot  knight,  Ikfter  driving  the  enemy  from  a  small 
banery,  succeeded  in  making  three  captiTes^  and  returned  tO  his  vessel  with  a.  French  colonel,  ap  Anfibivt  poney, 
\a  jackass)  and  its  Egyptian  driver. 
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ItOOK  11.  )»anBg  leaped  on  diofe,  the  9Sd  regiment,  and 
■  the  four  flank  companies  of  the  40th,  led  by 

Cbap.XIX.  Colond  Spenoer,  rushed  up  the  eminence,  and 
^^2J7*^  charging  with  fixed-bayonets,  forced  the  artillery, 
iwi      infantry,  and  dragoons,  to  give  way  in  socceasion* 
But  wlule    the  guards,    lender   M igor-general 
Ludlow,  were  landing,  and  before  they  had  time 
to  form,  they  were  suddenly  attackea  by  a  body 
of  cavalry  from  behind  the  sand-hills,  smie  of 
the  troopers  actuallv  leaping  at  the  same  time 
into  the  sea,  where  they  killed  several  men  frtiile 
crowded  in  the  boats  and  incapable  of  using  their 
arms.    Being  at  length  repulsed,  the  troops  ad- 
vanced  in   succession  to  support  the  reserve, 
which  by  this  time  had  obtainsd  possession  of 
the  commanding  ground  in  front. ,  In  their  pro- 
gress tbevfell  in  with  a  column  of  the  enemy, 
which  had  intended  to  attack  them  in  flank,  but 
being  over-awed  by  the  daring  march  and  unex- 
ampled hardihood  of  the  assailants,  it  retreated 
towards  Alexandria,  after  maintaining  an  irregu- 
lar fire  for  some  time.    On  the  retreat  of  the 
French  force,  the  English  advanced  three  miles 
from  the  coast,  and  encamped  with  the  right  to 
the  sea,    and  the  left  inclining  to  the  lake  of 
Maadie. 

The  loss  of  the  British  on  this  occasion  in 
killed  and  wounded,  including  seamen  and  ma- 
rines, exceeded  seven  hundred,  while  that  of  the 
French,  in  consequence  of  the  protection  afforded 
by  the  sand-hills,  did  not  amount  to  more  than 
one  half  that  number.  The  possession  of  the 
enemy^s  position,  the  capture  of  seven  pieces  of 
cannon  and  a  bowitser,  together  with  tlie  dis- 
comfiture of  ^  larce  body  of  men  protected  by 
a  fortress,  strong  batteries,  and  a  nearly  inac- 
cessible eminence,  constituted  the^explbits  of 
this  dav.  But  the  result  was  not  \o  be  mea- 
sured hj  any  common  rule,  or  estimated  by 
arithmetical  calculation;   for  the   French   now 

Jerceived  that  they  had  no  longer  Turks,  or  even 
lamelukes,  to  contend  with  ;  (bey  fdt  that  sol- 
diers of  an  European  nation  had  landed  in 
Egypt,  and  from  this  moment  their  ultimate 
possession  of  that  country  became  problematical. 
The  judicious  arrangements  of  the  admiral 
had  enabled  a  body  of  six  thousand  men,  toge- 
ther with  three  hundred  and  fifty  seamen,  who 
cither  conducted  artillery  or  acted  as  pikemen, 
.  to- land  in  the  course  of  the  first  day,  and  dur- 
ing tbc  next  day,  the  remainder  being  carried 
on  shore  immediately  effected  a  junction.  On 
the  12tb,  the  whole  army  moved  forward  and 
arrived  within  sight  of  the  enemy,  who,  to  the 
number  of  five  thousand  four  hundred  infantry, 
and  six  hundred  cavalry,  were  now  encamped 
on  an  advantageous  ridge  of  sand-hiUs,  form- 
ing a  fine  glacis,  with  their  right  towards  the 
canal  of  Alexandria,  and  their  left  to  the  s^a. 
On  the  voming  of  the  18  th  orders  were 


given  to  attack  the   French,    with  an  intention 
to  turn  their  right  flank.      The  English  army 
marched  in  two  lines  from  the  left,  the  reserve 
covering  the  movement  on  the  right,  and  keep- 
ing parallel  with  the  first  line.    Scarcely  had 
they  advanced  out  of  the  wood  of  date  trees,  in 
front  of  M andora  Tower,  before  the  eqemy  i<sft 
die  heights  on  which  they  bad  been  formed,  and 
moving    down    by   their    right,   commenced   m 
heavy    fire  of  musketry  and   cannon    on   tlie 
02d    regiment,    whidi    formed    the  advanced- 
guard  of  the  left  columi^ ;  and  at  the  same  time 
the  enemy's  cavalry,    under  the  orders  of  Ge- 
neral  Bron,  charged  down  a  height  on  the  dOth 
regiment,   forming  the   advanced-guard  of  die 
right   column.       This   regiment,    undismayed, 
firmly  maintained  its  ground,  and  allowing  the 
cavalry  to  approach,  poured  in  upon  them  a 
volley  so  destructive  as  to  arrest  their  progress 
and  alter  their  destination.    A  few  of  the  dra- 
goons, however,  advanced  to  the  British  rauks^ 
and  were  bayoneted  in  their  attempt  to  break 
them.     The    army,    now  formed  in  two  lines^ 
pushed  on  with  the  greatest  vigour,  preserving 
always  the  strictest  regularity ;  while  ike  foreign 
brigade  emulated  the  British*    As  the  army  ad- 
vanced, the  French,  under  the  command  of  Ge- 
neral Lanusse,    were  compelled  to    quit  their 
position,  and  to  retreat  over  the  plain  to  the 
neights  of  Nicopolis,  within  their  lines  before 
Alexandria ;  but  brfore  they  could  wholly  effiBct 
this  movement,   Dillon's  regiment,  which  had 
advanced  on  the  left,  chargM  with  the  bayonet, 
and  ha  vine  carried  two  guns,  placed  on  the  canal 
of  Alexandria,  turned  Uiem  immediately  a^unst 
the  enemy.     Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  wishing  to 
follow  up  this  success,  and  by  a  coup  de  mma  to 
carry  the  important  position  on  whi<£  the  Fresch 
had  now  retired,  advanced    across  the   plsin, 
ordering  General  Hutchinson,  with  the  second 
line,  to  move  forwards  to  the  left,  and  secure  a 
projecting  rising  ground ;  General  Moore  being 
at  the  same  time  directed  to  the  right,  that  both 
flanks  might  be  assaulted  at  the  same  nioment 
The  enemy  now  began  to  play  from  all  their  field 
artillery  and  heavy  ordnance,  while  the  British 
army,   having  advanced  into  the   plain,  found 
itself  under  one  of  the  most  terrible  and  des- 
tructive fires  to  which  ever  troops  were  exposed. 
On  this  occasion.  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  having 
advanced  to  reconnoitre  the  ground,  had  a  horse 
shot  under  him,  and  was  saved  by  the  00th  regi- 
ment from  being  either  killed  or  taken  prisoner. 
The  French,  no  longer  in  danger,  had  only  te 
load  and  fire.    Aim  was  unnecessary,  the  bullets 
could  not  fail  to  da  their  office.    For  several 
hours    did  the  English  troops  remain  patiently 
suflbring  this  exterminating  fire,  and  never  be- 
trayed die  least  irresolution.      If  a  word  was 
b^Qxd,  U  expressed  only  a  wish  to  be  led  tQ*ti|,o 
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assault.  At  leDgth,  the  British  commander 
deemiDg  it  prudent  to  desist,  the  army  yfVM 
^withdrawn  at  sun -set,  and  ordered  to  re-oceupy 
that  position  ^htch  was  so  shortly  to  be  the 
theatre  of  its  glory  and  revenge.  The  los^of  the 
£nglish  in  this  sanguinary  conflict  amounted'  to 
eleven  hundred  men  kill^  and  wounded.  The 
Prench  of  coarse  suffisred  less,  but  about  fire 
handred  of  them  were  put  horji  de  comhaty  in  ad- 
dition to  whicb  they  lost  four  field -pieces,  and  a 
S^reat  quantity  of  ammunition. 

The  English  now  began  to  fortify  their  sew 
position  by  means  of  heavy  cannon,  brought  on 
shore  for  that  purpose ;  and  as  a  defensive  war- 
fare on  the  part  of  an  invading  army  always 
assumes  an  unprosperous  aspect,  the  late  retreat 
appeared  in  every  point  of  view  to  be  eminently 
sinistrous.  The  arrival  of  General  Menou  from 
Cairo  with  a  large  reinforcement  of  troops,  ren- 
dered the  situation  of  the  British  troops  still 
more  critical  j  but  on  the  oth^r  band,  the  castle 
of  Aboukir,  which  had  sustained  a  siege  of  eight 
days  while  in  possession  of  the  Turks,  and 
assailed  by  Bonaparte,  surrendered  to  the  Bri- 
tish on  the  18th  of  March,  after  holding  out 
against  the  besiegers  only  five  days. 

No  sooner  had  Menou  entered  Alexandria 
than    he  determined  to  give  battle  to  the  Eng- 
lish.     Instead  of  adopting  a  cautious  and  des- 
tructive system  of  warfare  against  troops  unac- 
eustoEoed  to  the  country,  be  resolved,   notwith- 
standing the  jealousies  that  prevailed  in  bis  own 
army^    to  stake  the  fate  of  Bgypt  on  a  single 
combat.  The  necessary  dispositions  were  accord- 
ingly made  for  an  attack  next  morning  before 
day-light  by  a  body  of  about  twelve  thousand 
men ;  and  in  the  general  orders  issued  on  the 
preceding  evening  describing  the  order  of  battle. 
It  was  expressly  stated,  ^'  that  the  design  was  to 
drive  the  English  into  (he  lake  Maadie.*^ 

On  thememorable  21st  of  March,  the  Bri- 
tish army  was  as   usual  under  arms  at   three 
o^clock  in  the    morning ;    all   was  tranquil  till 
half    past  three,  when  the  report  of  a  musket, 
followed   by  the  firing  of  a  cannon,  was  heard 
at    the    extremity    of   the    left. — This  demon- 
stration   was,    as  it  afterwards  appeared,  only 
a  feint,  for    in  a  little   time  after  loud  shouts 
were  heard    in  the   front  of   the  right,    which 
fully  certified  the    enemy^s   intention ;    a    roar 
of  musketry    immediately   succeeded,    and    by 
break  of*  day  the  action  had  become  general. 
The  first  onset,  as  is  usual   on  the  part  of  the 
French,  was  impetuous,  and  was  expected  by 
them  to  be  irresistible;  but  the  steady  valour  of 
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the  58th  and  S^h  regiments,  supported  by  the  BOOK  II. 
23d  and  the  4M,  checked  the  ardour  of  the  ,  , 
assailants,  and  repulsed  them  Jn  two  successive  CvLk9.li\i. 
charges,  during  Vhieh  the  British  infantry, 
although  broken  and  in  part  dispersed,  contended 
band  to  hand  with  well-appointed  cavalry.  At 
this  critical  moment  General  Stuart,  with  the 
foreign  brigade  from  the  second  tine,  advanced  in 
the  mos^t  perfect  order,  and  poured  in  such  a 
hea?y*and  well-directed  fire  that  nothing  could 
withstand  it,  and  the  enemy  fled  or  perished. 
It  was  in  this  charge  of  the  cavalry  that  the  gal- 
lant Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie^  always  anxious  to 
be  the  most'forward  in  danger,  received  a  mortal 
wound.  On  the  first  alarm  he  had  mounted  his 
hor^,  and  finding  the  right  wai/  seriously  en- 
gaged, he  proceeded  thither.  When  he  came 
near  the  rums,  where,  at  the  commencement  of 
tlie  action,  the  5Sth  regiment  was  -posted,  be  dis'- 
patched  his  aides-de-camp  with  orders' to  different 
brigades,  and  while  thus  alone,  s6me  dragoons  of 
the  French  cavalry  penetrated  to  the  spot,  and 
he  was  thrown  from  his  horse.  One  of  theoofy 
supposed  to  be  an  officer,  then  rode  at  bhti,  and 
attempted  to  cut  him  down  \  but  just  as  the  edge 
of  the  sword  was  falling,  the  natural  heroism  of 
the  general,  ahd  the  energy  called  forth  by  his 
perilous  situation,  so  invigorated  his  veteraa 
arm,  that  seizing  the  sword,  he  wrested  it  from 
the  hand  of  his  adversary  ;  and  at  that  moment 
the  French  officer  was  bayoneted  by  a  soldier 
of  the  43d  regiment.  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie 
was  scarcely  aware  of  the  vronnd  he  had  re* 
ceived  in  his  thigh,  but  he  complained  severely 
of  a  contusion  in  bis  breast,  received  as  he 
supposed  by  the  hilt  of  the  sword  in  the  per^ 
sonal  rencontre.  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  the  first 
officer  who  came  to '  the  commander-in-chie^ 
and  to  him  Sir  Ralph  presented  thts  sword  he  had 
so  gloriously  acquired,  as  a  substitute  for  the 
sword  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  which  had  been  acci-^ 
dentally  broken.*  Sir  Ralph,  as  the  enemy's  ca- 
valry was  by  this  time  repulsed,  walked  to  the 
redoubt  on  the  side  of  the  guards,  from  which 
he  could  command  a  view  of  the  whole  field  of 
battle.  The  French,  although  driven  out  of  the 
British  camp,  by  no  means  gave  up  the  contest 
on  the  right.  A  second  charge  of  cavalry  was 
attempted  by  their  reserve  against  the  foreira 
brigade,  but  this  effort  proved  as  unsuccessnil 
as  those  by  which  it  had  been  preceded.  Their 
infantry,  no  longer  able  to  keep  in  a  body,  acted 
en  tirailleurs^  except  that  a  battalion  still  main- 
tained its  station  in  front  of  the  redoubt,  on  each 
flank  of  which  the  tri-coloured  flag  was  planted. 


*  A  sinflfular  circumstance  bappeirad  almost  immrdiateiy  afterwards.    Major  Hall^  aide-de-camp  to  General 
Craddftck,  ivhile  no  a  mission  with  ordf.n,  had  bia  horse  killed.  Seeing  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  he  begged  to  mount  his  orderly* 
tnao*8  horse.     Sir  Sidney  was  turning  round  to  bid  him  give  it  to  the  major,  when  a  cannon-ball  struck  off  the  dragoon's 
head  :  '"This,"  ex*  laimed  SirSidDPY  Smith,  «« is  desttoy :  the  horse',  Major  Hall,  isyoars." 
(No.  85.)  4  X 
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BOOK  II.  The  ammunition  of  the  English  was  by  this  time 
^ —  ■  ■  totally  exhau^ed,  and  the  regiments  of  the  re- 
€rai*.XIX«  serve  were  obliged  to  remain  without  firing  a 
shot^  some  not  having  one  round  left,  and  for  a 
time  there  was  only  one  carteuch  for  tlie  guns  in 
the  battery. 

While  such  was  the  state  of  the  contest  on 
the  right,  the  attack  on  the  centre  had  also  con- 
tinued. As  soon  as  day  dawned,  a  column  of 
French  grenadiers  had  advanced,  supported  by 
a  heavy  line  of  infantry,  to  the  assault  of  this 
partof  the  position.  The  guards  posted  at  that 
place  at  first  threw  out  their  flankers  to  oppose 
them,  but  these  being  driven  in  when  the  column 
approached  very  near.  General  Ludlow  directed 
the  brigade  to  fire,  which  they  did  with  great 
precision,  and  with  considerable  execution.  The 
French  general  advianced  ta  turn  the  left  flank 
of  the  guards,  but  finding,  all  his  efforts  inef- 
fectual, he  was  compelled  to  desist.  The  left 
of  the  British  was  never  seriously  engaged;  it 
was  only  exposed  to  a  partial  firing  of  musketry, 
and  a  distant  cannonade.  At  length  General 
Menou,  finding  that  all  his  movements  had  failed, 
and  that  the  British  lines  had  suffered  no  serious 
impression,  determined  to  retreat.  This  opera- 
tion was  effected  in  good  order,  notwithstanding 
the  galline  fire  from  the  British  cannon  on  the 
lefty  and  also  from  the  king^s  cutters  on  the  right, 
which  had  during  the  whole  action  most  gallantly 
remmned  in  that  situation,  although  exposed  to  a 
body  of  the  enemy  advantageously  placed  within 
half  musket-shot. 

During  the  battle,  a  body  of  chosen  troops, 
consisting  of  about  nine  hundred,  which,  in 
consequence  of  a  series  of  brilliant  achieve- 
ments in  Italy,  had  acquired  the  appellation  of 
^  the  Invincibles,"  actually  succeeded  in  a  cer- 
tain degree  in  piercing  between  the  walls  of 
an  ancient  ruin  and  a  modern  battery,  which 
they  attempted  to  storm  three  different  times. 
But  repeated  voliies  of  grape  and  bail,  together 
with  a  charge  of  bayonets,  nearly  annihilated  the 


whole  of  this  celebrated  corps,  who  perished  owl 
the  grouiBd  they  occupied,  while  the  officer 
who  Dore  the  famous  standard  embroidered  with 
their  exploits,*  exclaimed,  ^^  Long  live  the  re- 
public,''  and  surrendered  the  standard  at  the 
same  moment  with  his  life.f 

Amidst  such  a  general  display  of  gallantry, 
it  is  difficult  to  select  those  reguhenls  which 
claim  a  superior  degree  of  merit ;  but  it  is  allowed 
that  the  28th  and  42d  particularly  distinguished 
themselves  on  this  occasion,  while  the  foreign 
brigade  contributed  greatly,  by  its  spirited 
movement  in  advance,  to  decide  the  fate  of 
the  day.  The  guards  also,  during  the  attack  on 
the  centre,  conducted  themselves  with  equal  cool- 
'  ness  and  intrepidity ;  and  the  conduct  of  Major- 
general  Ludlow,  who  fought  at  their  head,  as 
well  as  that  of  Major-general  Moore,  who  was 
wounded  while  leading  on  the  reserve,  together 
with  Brigadier  -  general  Stuart  and  (Jolonel 
Paget,  at  once  merited  and  obtained  the  praise  of 
the  commander-in-chief. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  on  this  memorable 
day  has  been  estimated  at  from  three  to  four 
thousand  men,  including  miiny  of  their  principal 
officers.     Their  cavalry  suffered  severely ;  Gene- 
ral Roize,  the  commander  of  that  force,  perished 
in  the  field,   and  two  other  generals  died  soon 
after  of  their  wounds.     Of  the  British,   tiiirteen 
hundred  and   six    rank   and  file,  with  seventy 
officers,  were  killed,  wounded,  or  missing.  Eight 
officers  of  the  staffs,  of  whom  five  possessed  tiie 
rank  of  ge;ieral,  were  included  in  this  list,  as  was 
also  the  commander-in-chief.     Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
crombie  could  not  he  prevailed  upon  to  leave  iIk; 
field  until  after   the  defeat  of  the  French,  siod 
the    conclusion    of  a    combat  which  liad  con- 
tinued nearly  seven  hours.    At  length,  fainting 
with  the  loss  of  blood,  he  was  carried  on  board 
the  Foudroyant,  where  he  died  seven  days  after- 
wards, to  the  inexpressible  regret  of  the  wliole 

army  4 

Thus  ended  a  conflict,  in  which  the  num- 


*  **  IsC  patsage  de  la  Servia^mLe  panage  du  TagtUunento^^Le  patiage  de  Vlsonzo^La  jtrite  ie  Graz^^Le  pont  dt  LodL** 

.  f  Sergeant  Sinclair,  of  the  43d  regiment,  an4  a  private  in  the  Minorca  corfis,  claimed  eqaally  this  trophy,  and  it  ap- 
pears that  each  merited  the  honour :  Sergeant  Sinclair  first  took  it,  but  being  nnlered  forwards  by  an  officer,  he  ga?e  it  to 
a  priTQle,  who  wfts  killed.  When  the  Minorca  advanced  the  French  had  recovered  their  colours ;  but  the  private  wTested 
them  irom  the  man  who  had  possession  of  them,  and  then  bayoneted  him§. 

X  Sir  RAI.PH  ABEacROMBiB,  K.  B.— This  gallant  chief  was  the  son  of  George  Abererombie,  of  TDlebodie,  in 
Clackmannanshire,  Esq.  and  was  born' about  the  year  1738,  or  according  to  his  epitaph  at  Malta,  in  1733.  After  receiving 
a  liberal  education,  he  entered  by  choice  into  the  army,  in  .1756,  and  was  advanced  through  the  regular  gradations  to  the 
rank  of  Major-general,  which  heattaineil  in  Sept  1787.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolutionary  war,  in  1702-3,  he 
was  employed  on  the  continent,  and  had  the  local  rank  of  lieutenant  general  conferred  upon  him.  In  (he  action  on  ths 
heights  of  Cateau  he  commanded  the  advanced- guardfand  was  wounded  in  the  batUe  of  Nimeguen.  In  the  year  1795,  he  was 
treated  Knight  of  the  Bath,  and  appointed  commander-in-chief  of  the  forces  in  the  West  Indies.  On  his  arrival  heobtained 
possession  of  the  island  of  Grenada,  and  soon  after  of  the  settlements  of  Demarasa  and  Essequiho.     His  nsxt  csnqiiesls 
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ber  of  prisoners  did  not  exceed  two  hundred^ 
and  the  cannon  taken  amounted  only  to  two. 
But  notwithstanding  this,  and  although  a  nu- 
merous army  was  yet  to  be  overcome,  lines  nearly 
impregnable  to  be  stormed,  and  two  fortified 
towns  to  be  taken,  this  action,  fought  on  the 
barren  isthmus  of  Aboukir,  by  its  moral  and  po- 
iiiical,  as  well  as  its  military  effects,  eventually 
decided  the  sovereignty  of  the  whole  of  this 
portion  of  Africa. 

Two  days  after  the  battle  of  Aboukir,  Sir 
Sidney  Smith,  at  the  request  of  General 
Hutchinson,  on  whom  the  command  of  the 
army  devolved,  repaired  to  the  enemy's  lines, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  an  offer  to  renew 
the  convention  of  El  Arisch ;  but  notwithstand- 
ing the  late  defeat,  Menou  haughtily  replied, 
'^  that  no  attention  would  be  paid  to  any  propo- 
sal so  injurious  to  the  army  of  the  east.'*  In  the 
mean  time,  the  commander-in-chief  was  gratified 
by  the  arrival  of  the  captain  Pacha,  with  a 
reinforcement  of  six  thousand  men,  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  detachments  of  Turks  and 
English  were  dispatched,  on  the  25th  of  March, 
under  Colonel  Spencer,  to  Rosetta,  which  com- 
mands the  navigation  of  the  Nile.  The  French 
having  retreated  after  a  feeble  resistance,  that 
important  place  was  .  immediately  occupied ; 
and  the  fall  of  Fort  St  Julien,  which  surren- 
dered on  the  8th  of  April,  opened  a  communi- 
cation with  the  Delta,  through  which  fresh  pro- 
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visions  for    the   army  were  regularlv  obtained.  BOOK  II. 

Sir  Sidney  Smith,  with  an  armed:  flotilla,  soon > 

after  this  navigated  the  river  as  high  as  El  Aft ;  PqapXIX. 
while  the  British  general  ordered  the  canal  of 
Alexandria  to  be  cut,  so  as  to  let  the  waters  of  the 
sea  into  lake  Mareotis,  and  thus  strengthen  the 
position  of  the  English  camp,  as  well  as  cut  otf 
all  direct  communication  between  the  garrison  of 
Alexandria  and  the  interior  of  Egypt. 

The  success  of  the  Anglo-Turkish  detach- 
ment at  Rosetta,  the  capture  of  the  neighbouring 
fort,  which  secured  tlie  navigation  of  the  river, 
and  the  movements  of  the  allies  on  the  side  of 
Palestine,  induced  General  Hutchinson  to  in- 
trust the  blockade  of  Alexandria  to  General 
Coote  and  Admiral  Bickerton,  with  a  view  of 
marching  into  the  heart  of  the  country.  Every 
thing  appeared  propitious  to  his  design ;  for  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days  more,  a  reinforcement 
of  three  thousand  men  landed  from  England ; 
intelligence  was  also  received  from  Cosseir  of 
the  arrival  of  the  first  division  of  the.do^tach- 
ment  of  Bombay  troops,  while  General.  Baird 
was  expected  in  a  short  time  with  the;  remain- 
der. Mourad  Bey,  never  sincerely  attached  to 
his  new  allies,  and  alarmed  by  the  recent  victories 
of  the  English,  deserted^  the  French  cause,  and 
intimated  his  readiness  to  join  their  adversaries. 
D^jezzar  Pacha,  suspending  for  a  while  his  hatred 
to  the  Turks,  had  already  sent  a  body  of  well- 
appointed  cavalry  to  the  Grand  Vizier,  who  had 


were  the  blands  of  St.  Lucia  and  St.  Vincent ;  and  in  Pebmary,  1797,  the  Spanish  island  of  Trinidad  eapttulated  to  him. 
On  his  retnm  to  Europe  he  was  appointed  lieatenant-gpovernoriifthe  Isle  of  Wight,  fipom  which  he  was,  in  1796,  elevated 
to  the  office  of  governor  of  Fort  Augustus  and  Fort  St  George.  Previous  to  this  be  was  appointed  oommander^in- 
chief  in  Ireland,  where  be  laboured  to  mautain  the  discipline  of  the  anny,  to  suppress  the  risings  rebellion,  and  to  protect 
the  people  from  the  lioentioosaess  of  military  rule,  witki^a  care  and  skill  worthy  of  the  great  general,  and  the  enlightened 
and  beneficent  statesman.  But  ciriBoiiwtattces  rendering  it  necessary  that  the  ci?il  and  military  command  of  that  country 
should  be  rested  in  the  same  person,  he  was  removed,  on  the  appointment  of  the  Marquis  Comwallis,  to  tlie  chief  com* 
mand  in  Scotland.  When  the  memorable  enterprise  against  Holland  was  undertaken  in  1799,  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie 
held  a  principal  command  under  the  Duke  of  York;  and  it  was  confessed,  even  by  the  enemy,  that  no  victory  could  have 
conferred  more  honour  than  was  derived  from  the  talents,  activity,  and  bravery,  he  displayed  in  forwarding  the  purposes  of 
that  ill-fated  expedition.  A  more  favourable  enterprise,  however,  soon  aflforded  our  gallant  hero  an  opportunity  of  im- 
nortaHzine  his  name.  Tbis  was  the  expedition  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  dispossessing  the  French  of  Egypt.  But 
'k  was,  as  has  been  seen  above,  his  destiny  to  fall  in  the  momcHt  of  victory  ;  and  on  bis  removal  from  the  field  of  battle  to 
the  Foudroyant,  he  heroically  excUtimed,  "  I  can  feel  no  pain,  wben  I  thmk  of  the  bratery  of  those  fine  fellows  whom  I 
have  just  left." 

The  successor  of  tbe  general,  in  a  well  written  eulogium,  pays  a  due  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory  :-->**  We 
have  sustamed  an  irreparable  loss,'*  says  he  in  his  first  public  dispatch,  ''  in  the  person  of  our  never  snfliciently  to  be 
bimented  comniander-in-cbief,  who  was  mortany  wounded  in  the  action  (of  tbe  Slst)  and  died  on  tbe  28th  of  March.  1 
beheve  be  was  wounded  early,  but  he  concealed  his  situation  from  those  about  him,  and  continued  in  tbe  field,  giving  his 
orders  with  that  coolnesi  and  perspicuity  which  had  ever  marked  bis  charaeter,  till  long  after  tbe  action  was  over,  wben 
he  fainted  thi^ugh  weakness  and  loss  of  blood.  Were  it  permitted,"  continues  General  Hutchinson,  **  for  a  soblier  to 
regret  any  one  who  has  fallen  in  the  service  of  his  country,  I  might  be  excused  for  lamenting  him  more  than  any  other 
person;  but  it  is  some  consolation  to  those  who  tenderly  loved  him,  that  os  bis  life  was  honourable,  so  bis  death  wa^ 
glorious.  His  memory  will  be  recorded  in  the  annals  of  bis  country,  will  be  sacred  to  every  British  soldier,  and  em* 
balmed  in  the  recollection  of  a  grateful  posterity.*' 

In  private  life.  Sir  Ralph  had  in  his  manners  some  degree  of  reserve  ;  but  he  was  truly  amiable,  honourable,  and 
▼irtnotts,  attached  to  his  country  and  his  profession,  and  in  every  relative  duty  iBOSt  exemplary.  No  man  ever  felt  more 
deeply  tbe  awful  responsibility  attached  to  a  commander-in-chief;  ttnd  be  regarded  victory  itself  as  of  no  value  but  as  it 
tend^  to  promote  Ae  interests  and  the  repose  of  society. 
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BOOK  II.  by  this  time  crashed  the  desert ;  while  his  hi^- 

— ^ ness  made  an   offer   of  the   assistance  of  two 

Chap.XIX.  thousand  horse,  aboat  six  hundred  of  which 
^^■^'^v-^  body,  equipped  and  diseipli«ed,  arrived  soon  after 
1801  in  the  Bn^lifeth  camp.  The  commander- La-cbief 
accordiBgiy  proeeeaed  with  a  detachment  of  the 
array  to  Rosetta,  whence  he  marched  to  El  Aft, 
and  then  advanced  to  Rhamanieb,  where  the 
enemy,  consistio^  of  three  thousand  infantry,  and 
eight  hundred  caTalry,  umler  Greneral  Granite, 
happened  to  be  posted,  lliis  body  of  troops, 
deeraiaff  it  imprudent  to  wait  an  attack,  retired 
during  tkie  night,  leaving  a  small  garrison  in  the 
fort,  which  surrendered  the  next  morning.  As 
the  French  retreated  with  great  celerity,  General 
Hutchinson  followed  them  with  all  possible  speed, 
and  in  the  course  of  bis  march  captured  a  convoy 
of  five  hundred  camels),  with  an  escort  of  six 
hundred  men,  destined  for  AleiLandria;  while 
Captcdn  Stevenson,  an  active  and  enterprising^ 
c^eer,  who  commanded  the  flotilla  on  the  Nile, 
captured,  en  the  14th  of  May,  a  tcun-boat  and 
several  gerraes,  laden  with  heavy  artillery, 
farandy,  and  clothing  for  the  enemy.  This  acqui- 
Sfftion  was  however  rendered  less  valuable  by  the 
plunder  of  the  Arnauts,  a  body  of  troops  who  had 
served  without  pay ;  while  the  danger  arising 
from  the  plague,  now  raging  in  the  interior, 
became  greatly  increased  by  communication  with 
the  inhabitants. 

The  French  having  made  a  forced  march, 
with  the  view  of  attacking  and  defeating  the 
Turkish  army  before  the.  arrival  i^  suocoura 
now  advancing  to  its  assistance,  the  Bcitisb 
camp  was  filled  with  apprehjenslon,  and  maoy 
prognosticated  that  a  defeat  similar  to  that  at 
Heliopolis  would  ensue.  Nor  was  this  at  aU 
improbable  when  the  manners  and  charaoter  of 
the  Ttirkish  nation  are  considered.  During  the 
present  campaign,  however,  the  Turks  must  be 
allowed  to  have  conducted  themselves  with  an 
f^xtraordiuary  degree  of  valour  and  good  con- 
duct. Encouraged  by  the  prosperous  career  of 
the  English,  their  etpected  junction,  and  the 
presence  of  oflicers  of  that  nation  in  their  camp, 
the  Grand  Vizier  had  advanced  from  Belbeis 
against,  an  enemy,  the  very  name  of  which  had 
so  often  foroed  him  to  turn  pale.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  16th  of  May,  a  body  of  five  hundred 
cavalry,  supported  by  three  light  field-pieces, 
under  Jahir  Pacha,  attacked  a  strong  detaeh- 
ment  of  the  French  from  Cairo,  consisting  of 
about  four  thousand  infantry,  six  hundred  horse, 
and  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon.  His  highness 
first  detached  Mehemmed  Pacha  to  the  assist- 
ance of  his  advanced- guard,  and  soon  after 
moved  forward  himself  with  the  main  body  •,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  enemy,  who  had  re- 
tireti  into  a  wood  of  date  trees,  was  obliged,  after 
having  experienced  some  loss,  to  retreat  to  £1 


Hanka,  seven  miles  from  the  scene  of  action. 
On  this  occasion,  all  the  evolutions  of  the  Otto- 
man army  were  performed  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Colonel  Holloway,  while  the  artillery 
were  served  by  Major  Hope,  Captain  JLacy,  and 
Captain  Lieake.  This  action,  which  was  insig- 
nificant in  some  points  of  view,  was  in  others 
productive  of  a  wonderful  effect.  The  Turks, 
who  by  long  experience  had  been  taught  to 
consider  the  French  as  invincible,  from  this, 
moment  contemplated  them  with  diminished 
terror.  They  began  to  entertain  greater  confi- 
dence in  their  own  exertions,  and  were  desirous^ 
if  possible,  to  wipe  away  the  ignominy  occa- 
sioned by  so  many  defeats.. 

In  the  mean  time  the  English  army,  now 
strengthened   by  the  arrival  of  fifteen  huudfed 
Mamelukes,  under  the  command  of  Osman  Bey, 
the  successor  of  Mourad,  had  advanced  without 
interruption    to   Gazeh,   opposite  Cairo,  which 
was  garrisoned  by  about  four  thousand  French- 
men ;  while  the   Turks,  flushed  with  a  Success 
equally  novel  and  unexpected,  prepared  to  form 
a  junction,  and  to  besiege  that  city  in  concert. 
Accordingly,  after  a  variety  of  delays,  partly 
arising  from  the  low  state  of  the  river,  and  partly 
from  ^e  bar  at  Rosetta,  the  heavy  cannon  were 
brought  up,  and  batteries  erected.     The  city  of 
Cairo  was  still  capable  of  sustaining  a  siege^ 
and  perhaps  of  holding  out  until  the  periodical 
inundation  of  the  Nile  rendered  the  operations 
against  it  of  no  avail.     But  General   Belliard, 
who  eommaaded  in  that  plact,  instead  of  pr^ 
tracting  the  war  by  a  strefluoun  defence,  or  re- 
tiring into  .  Upp&r  Egypt,    where    ail    punsnft 
would  have  been  ineffeetuol,  sent  a  flag  of  truce 
to  the  EngKsb  camp,  and  agreed  to  surrender 
the   fortress.    A    convention    was    accordingly 
drawn  up,  and   executed  on  the  27th  of  June, 
in  which  it    was    stipulated   that    the  French 
forces  of  every  description,  as  well  as  the  auxili- 
aries, were  to  evacuate  Cairo,  the  citadel^  the 
forts  of  Boulac,  Gizeh^  and  all  that  part  of  Egypt 
occupied  by  the  detachment  under  the  command 
of  the  general  of  division  Belliani.     The  mem- 
bers of  the  commission  of  arts  and  sciBiioes,  and 
such  of  Che  tohabitanta  of  Egypt  as  might  be 
desirous  to  follow  tho  fortunes  of  the  vanquished, 
wer^  to  retire  by  land  to  Rosetta,  with  their 
armv,  baggage,    field-artillery,  and  effects,    at 
the  expense  of  the  allied  powers,  whence  they 
were  to  be  embarked  for  one  of  the  ports  of  the 
French  republic  in  the  Mediterranean.     It  was 
also  provided  by  a  specific  article,  that  the  terms, 
which  were  nearly  the  same  as  those  allowed  by 
the  treaty  of  El  Ariscb,. should  be  communicated 
to  General  Menou,  who  was   to  be   at  liberty 
to  accede  to  them  for  Alexandria,  provided  bis 
acceptance  should  be  notified  at  the  head-quar<- 
ters    of  the  English  troops,   before    that  city, 
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the  space  of  ten  days.  In  conformity  with 
the  capitulation,  the  French,  escorted  by  a  strongs 
detachment  undel*  General  Moore,  proceeded  to 
the  place  of  their  destination,  where  they  embark- 
ed tor  Prance,  to  the  number  of  about  thirteen 
thousand  six  hnndred  men ;  and  on  this  occa- 
Bton^  they  must  be  allowed  to  have  evinced  a 
noble  testimony  of  their  respect  to  the  memory 
of  Oene)ral  Kleber,  by  carrying  his  corpse  along 
^mth  them  to  their  native  country. 

General  Menou  declimng  to  accede  to  the 
tenuis  of  the  treaty  of  Cairo,  reposed  his  last 
hope  on  the  timely  arrival  of  succours  intrusted 
to     the    care   of   Admiral  Gantheaume.      That 
officer,  with  a  squadron  of  four  sail  of  the  line, 
and  a  frigate    crowded    with   troops,    had  left 
Toulon,  and  steered   for  the   Levant :     As  his 
destination  was  Icnown,  all  the  English    com- 
manders in  that  quarter  were  on  the  watch  for 
him  ;  he  howefer  had  the  good  fortune  to  elude 
the    Tigiiance    of  the    detachments    under    Sir 
Robert  Calder  and  Sir  John  Borlase  Warren, 
«is  welt  as  the  fleet  commanded  by  Lord  Keith. 
Beins   afraid    to   approach    Alexandria,     then 
closely   blockaded  by  Rear-admiral    Bickerton, 
he  steered  along  the  adjacent  coasts,    with  an 
intention  of.  disembarking  the  forces  in  such  a 
situation  as  to  enable  them  to  form  a  junction 
with    their   countrymen.     With    this    view   he 
attempted  a  landing  both  at  Durasso   and  at 
Derne,  but  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  wea- 
ther, and  the  still  more  unfavourable  disposition 
of  the  inhabitants,  frustrated  his  intentions,  and 
compelled  him    to    put    to    sea.     The  French 
admiral  was,  however,  fortunate  enough  to  fall 
in  with  the  Swiftsure,  a  British  ship  of  war,  of 
seventy -four  guns,  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Hollo  well,  and  to  capture  that  vessel ;  but  this 
event,  although  it  contributed  not  a  little  to  the 
exultation  of  the  French,  did  not  in  any  degree 
relieve  the  army  of  the  east  frdm  the  precarious 
situation  to  which  it  was  now  reduced. 

In  the  mean  time.  General  Hutchinson,  after 

endeavouring  to  settle  the  disputes  which   had 

unhappily  taken  place  between  the  Turks  and  the 

Mamelukes,   and    placed  a  detachment  of  the 

Indian  forces  in  Cairo,  returned  with  the  army  to 

Alexandria.      The  capture  of  the. capital,  and 

the  arrival  of  Genial   Baird  with  five  thousand 

men  from  Bombay,  soon  after  the  capitulation, 

as   well   as  of  some    succours    from    Europe, 

enabled  the  commander-in-chief  to  press  the  siege 

of  Alexandria,  with  a  body  of  sixteen  thousand 

troops,'  and  the  superiority  of  the  allies  in  point 

of  numbers  rendered  the  conquest  of  Egypt  no 

longer  doubtful.     Major-general  Coote  accord- 
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ingly  embarked  with  a  considerable  detachment  BOOK  H. 
on  the  inundation,  and  effected  a  landing  to  the  * 

westward  of  the  city ;  he  immediately  invested  €hap.XIX 
the  strong  castle  of  Marabout,  situated  at  the 
entrance  of  the  harbour  ;  which,  notwithstanding 
its  importance,  surrendered  after  a  very  feeble 
defence.  On  the  east  of  the  town  two  other 
attacks  were  also  made  by  the  Oenerals  Crad- 
dock  and  Moore,  who  obtained  possession  of 
some  fortified  heights  on  the  right;  while 
Colonel  Spencer  maintained  his  position  on  a 
hill,  whence  he  had  driveii  a  body  of  the  enemy 
by  means  of  a  charge  of  bayonets,  with  about  two 
hundred  of  the  30th  regiment.  Seven  sloops  of 
war  having  entered  into  the  western  harbour  of 
Alexandria  in  consequence  of  the  reduction  of 
the  fort.  Major-general  Coote  determined  to 
move  forward  and  to  occupy  an  advanced  posi- 
tion. The  troops,  being  now  supported  by  the 
armed  vessels  under  Captain  Cochrane,  as  well 
as  by  the  flotilla  on  the  lake,  commanded  by 
Captain  Stephenson,  advanced  in  three  columns, 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  cannon  and  small  arms, 
forcing  the  enemy,  who  had  abandoned  their 
wounded  as  well  as  aev^i  pieces  of  cannon,  to 
retreat  before  them.*  Two  days  after  this,  bat- 
teries were  opened  against  the  redoubt  de  Bain ; 
and  in  tbe  course  of  the  succeeding  night,  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Smith  succeeded  in  an  attempt 
to  surprise  the  advanced  guard.  In  tlus 
extremity.  General  Menou,  being  closely  pressed 
by  the  commander-in-chief  on  the  east,  and 
Major-general*  Coote  on  the  west  side  of  the 
city,  and  despairing  of  any  relief,  in  consequence 
of  the  failure  of  the  expedition  under  Ghin- 
theaume,  deemed  it  prudent  to  capitulate.  A 
negociation  for  that  purpose  was  accordingly 
entered  into,  and  the  same  terms  granted  as  to 
the  garrison  of  Cairo  ;  and  on  the  30th  of  August 
the  English  took  possession  of  the  intrenched 
camp,  the  heights  above  Pompey's  Pillar,  and 
Fort  Triangular. 

The  glorious  campaign  in  Egypt  terminated 
with  the  fall  of  Alexandria.  The  exertions  of 
every  branch  of  the  public  service  were  splendid 
and  meritorious.  The  army  in  Egypt  gjratified  the 
warmest  wishes  and  expectations  of  their  country, 
and  the  seasonable  and  efficient  co-operation  of 
the  navy  entitled  them  to  a  participation  in  the 
laurels  gathered  by  their  Ciounttymen.  The 
nation  which  had  sent  forth  this  band  of  gallant 
warriors,  was  not  slow  in  remunerating  their 
services.  A  monument  was  voted  to  perpetuate 
the  services  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  while  his 
widow  and  son  were  gratified  with  a  peerage,  and 
a  pension  of  two  thousand  pounds  a  year.  Major- 


*  An  iDteresiing  incident  happened  at  tbii  stage  of  tbe  sie^e.    Ad  old  man  working  on  tbe  parapet  of  a  redoubt,  was 
strnck  by  a  cannon  ball,  which  took  off  both  his  1^^.    He  fell  into  the  arms  of  his  own  son,  a  corporal  in  the  same  regri. 
ment.  The  Captain  Pacha,  heariag  of  this  circumstance,  sent  theTCteran  sufferer  a  baadful  of  seqoins,  with  an  assaraaoe 
that  care  should  he  taken  of  him  for  life,  hot  he  expired  soon  after  tbe  amputation. 
(No.  26.)  4  Y 


HftTOAi  or  tUB  WAES;  (tec. 


aa 


IMl 


BOOK  II.  l^eiii^ral  Sii*  J.  HbI^  HatchiDiNiD,  trbo  claimed  80 
-'—*-"""  Utile  hut  dteserVed  so  much  of  the  honoal*  of  the 
^^.XLK^  cttteptiffni  in  additioh  to  the  ensi^a  of  the  Bath^ 
i^eitei  the  I'uik  x^  iieut^ant-general)  and  was 
ereilted  a  Wob  of  Oiteat  BrttaiD,  with  two  thon* 
sand  pouads  a  )rrat  ailBexed  to  the  pat^at 
Adihiral  Lord  Keith  was  advanoed  to  the  honout 
of  the  British  Peerai^,  Inrfaile  on  Migor- general 
Coote  was  conferred  the  honour  of  the  ord^r  of 
the  Bath.  The  thanks  of  both  hoases  of  parHa^ 
mcoiit  were  voted  to  the  army. and  nary ;  ahid  eMh 
regiment  which  had  served  during  this  eatapaign 
was  permitted  to  add  an  embroidered  SpUwc  to 
lie  coioltrs,  and  to  have  ^  Egypt'*  iilscribed  in  the 
field.  At  Constantinople  the  Inhabitants  and 
\ke  c<^nrt  manifested  on  this  occasion  them^ist 
eothttsiastie  j6y  ;  the  cannon  of  the  seraglio  were 
fired/  the  oity  was  spleididiy  illuminated, 
attd  ttie  Grand  Signior,  to  testify  his  gratitude^ 
bstabHshed  the  oihder  of  the  Crescent ;  and  Lords 
Hutchinson,  Koth,  and  Blgita,  with  Admiral 
Bicfcetton,  and  Hajon-generaf  Coote  and  Baird, 
were  adttrttted  to  the  honours  of  this  new  order 
of  kn^htkood,  While  fifty  grid  medab  were 
vIrudB,  and  distrihuted  among  ihe  oilers  of  the 


army  who  bad  particulariy  dislingnisbed  them- 
selves* 

During  this  arduous  contest  the  Eaglish 
army  lost  in  killed  twenty-two  officers,  and  five 
hundred  and  five  privates.*  The  loss  of  tht 
French  in  th^  campaign  of  1801 »  amounted,  is 
killed  and  prisoners,  to  upwards  of  six  t)iou- 
sand;t  and  tlieir  whole  loss  durii^  the  thre« 
years  that  they  remained  in  possession  of  Egypt, 
amounted  to  not  less  tiian  thirty  thousand  mes, 
In  addition  to  which  Ihey  lost,  in  the  different 
actions  and  fortresses,  one  thousand  and  three 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  nearly  five  hundred  un- 
tierviceaUe  pieces.  In  the  naval  they  suffered 
equally  with  the  military  department  ia  this  db- 
astreus  expedMoo,  and  'm  addition  to  fifteeo 
alfips  of  tiie  line  taken  pr  deatroyed,  ^t 
frigates,  mid  two  htodred  sail  of  mercbantmeD, 
were  lost  to  their  country.  And  of  the  vbok 
number  of  French  truops  sent  into  Bgypt  widi 
the  first  expediltoA,  and  landed  in  thaft  eeuotiy 
at  various  periods  during  its  occupatton  by  the 
enemy ,^  only  twenty^feur  ihonasiid  reCurac^  to 
their  native  country.. 


*  RETIHIN  of  Iks  kflled,  woaaded,  aad  miming,  in  the  Biilbk  snny  during  the  ostmiaign  in  JSgyf  t  :— 


A't  Xlwukir,  Mardk  8di,  TS6I, 
Battle  of  the  laih  of  Msich, 
Skirinieh  on  the  Isih  of  March, 
Bands  ofthe  SIM  of  Bimeh,  ... 
JUlUiamaniefa,dth^f  lilay, .... 
wHvre  JHexSMBsai  •.««••.••••«•«« 
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t  AElDflN  of  ikt  Uihtiosaa  trf  the  TfOich  vrmy  ia  Kgypt  by  the  BritM  andTadlish  fere«i :— 


««• 


••« 


•«« 


•«• 


KilM  ib  ibe  dtflb^t  tftlioiis,  Mid  <kisfA  of  their -wounda, 

Prifonera  taken  in  baltle,  *> 

Surrendered  hy  capitulation  in  ihe  garri80li.of  Cairo, 

Surrendered  by  capitulation  in  the  garrison  of  Alexandria,        

Soldiers  dead  by  the  plag^de  alti^'Oth^tnalaifies  ainee  tbe  li^ndinf^  of  itn  Bnglbh, 
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^thal,  oa  theanival  of  the  English  intbat  oomitry,  tbe  Frendbj^/ 
allied  British  and  Turkish  army  employed  to  effect  their  expaki^  » 


<le«ml  ileynier,iD  bk  ^'  Stale  of  %fpt,^ 

^consisted  of  otJy  21;804  efikient  troops;  aadthat  Ihe  allied  British  and  Turkish  army  employed  »v  -..^* .      .^ 

amounted  to  ^,700  men  !  Bnt  this  is  ob?ious]y  a  araaa  exaggeration  ;  and  it  rs  proved  by  authentic  documeotS)  ^^ 
i«ta«i\  number  of  Bfitiab  troopsi  inclodiiig  ihe'liiiAw  ftfiflfotteQiMita,  never  exceeded  24^000. 


•      »  • 


CHAFTEIt  XX, 

Threat  tf  ktuuim-'^Spir^  «f  the  JStigli^  N«ti<m^Freiifh  In^H^I  MP«"  i^f  C§«fmfffrr9l!t! 
"Meetor  of  Baearia^  the  Ottoman  Fortes  and  Hit  HoUtttu  the  Paae,  eonebtde  TnatUt.mA 
France — Naval  Campaign  :  Conquest  of  the  Enemas  Settlements  in  the  Bast  arid  West 
Indies — Rq^ulse  of  the  English  Fleet  un4^  Sir  James  Sau^nar^z  atAlgeziraj  and  1^  Jjo^ 
tf  the  Hsumibal^Victosy  4xff  Algtzir^i — ^inor  Exploits  of  the  JBrifkh  If^W — j^imVfO^j^ 
Attack  en  the  French  Flaiiila  in  the  Barbour  isf  Bwloffie — Pr^liminqrgf  Treaty  (^  P§ace 
signed  in  London — Ratified  b^  the  first  Canmd-^Cengrees  %t  jtmierss'-r^li^xri^tive  Ikwaijf 
— Resioratiofi  rf  a  General  Peace: 


WHILE  the  posBeMiao  of  Egypt  was  as  yet  by  wealth.  Mid  uowarUke  by  .oowMpfle ;  and  It  BOOK  II. 

HBcertain,  llie  oonsulsr  goveniinent  ibternHDed  m90  ^eenlidfintly  ipisdaotefl  HbtU  fiii»  atael  pf  the  —i-i..—— 

to  point  alt  its  efforts  against  the  only  enemy  pMBofa  fvotddiproive  9iore:tlMA  a.  Aalahlbr  Use  Chap.  XX. 

eMber  imsfibdaed  or  oahumbled  by  the  arin  and  ^dki  4tf  .the  Britane.  v.^^v^^«w/ 

anna  of  France.    Large  bodies  of  troops  nNsre  On  the  other  hand,  Mie-iirbale  island  nraa      ^^^ 

aeeordhigly  eeUected  in  (he  maritime  depart-  in.  motion  ;  and  toem  Anizanee  tto  H^  QMfcnegiiy 

ments  of  France ;  ships,  gnns,  and  flat-bottomed  -as  nreH  as  from  Hhs  shores  iai  Ihe  Geman  oneap 

boats^  were  bniH  and  equipped ;  the  jpM>ri8  of  Bei-  to  the  nonfines  of   St.  iOeorgd's  ydianoiej^  osie 

ginn  and  of  Holland  were  crowded  with  armed  nMfooD  apimt  of  fiairfotic  ^isfiance  was  hreathed 

'vessels ;  and  the  -variety,  and  extent  of  the  pre-  .by  the  inhabkanta.    Ai  'this  critiaal  period^  the 

parations  evidendv  iftdieated  a  hostile  attempt  valunleev  baitalioaa  ^and    cMunpanies  Hane  hi* 

against  Great  Britain.    This  menace  ^waa  first  inreaaed,  a  numevpos  and  aespaotable  body  of 

recurred  to  during  the  reign  of  Louis  XiV.  and  yteomaiiry  Jiiavahr^  jwas  facmedi  ihe  feactUe  m^'* 

^iiot  tinfrequently  practised  4n  that  of  bis  bucoes-  ments  wena  diaciplinad  'into  a  iuunsledge  of  £e 

sora.    Bat  at  this  epechy  when  Great  Britam  military  art^  and  ^h^  militia,  many  regimenls  of 

possessed  an  immense  snperiorlty  in  reapeot  to  'Which  had!  served  hi  ii^elaad,  tfeceinsd  noonsi- 

naval  force,  and  had  actually  blockaded  all  the  'der^ble  augmentation  bymeana  of  itheMpple- 

principal  ports  of  the  enemy,  it^  is  dilBoult  to  HMntacy  devy.     It  .appears  from  the  ^jolsf  of 

conceive  how  a  flotilla,  filled  vrith  tro^M,  in-  simply  tfbir  4his  yaar,  Ihat  indtuding  ail  ptednrs 

sttflEkiient  to  alarm,  fiur  less  to  subdue  a  powerful  and  desoaiptioQsof  /ipen  isead^  to  aol  jbyjua  add 

nation,  could  cress  even'  the  narrow  seas  without  land,   the  amaiant  af^ioaohed  tto  needy  Aalf  a 

being  intercepted   bv  the  numerous  squadrons  '  miilUoii*. 

which  vrere  connected  by  a  chain  of  cruiaerS  so  The  ehief  magistrate  ^[Faanoe,simroonded 
disposed  as  to  surround  the  coasts,  and  shut  up  by  a  briUiapt  assemblt^  of  troops,  dSacted  to 
all  the  harbours  belonging  to  the  ^French  and  blend  aH  the  ^tate  ef>the  ancient  tkingB  of  Fjnace 
Dutch.  In  the  mean  time,  camps  had  been  with  that  of  the  emperors  of  the  west;  being 
formed  at  Bruges,  Gaveline,  Boulogne,  Brest,  surrounded  by  numerous  guards,  attended  by 
Granville,CherDurg,  and  St.Maloes,  and  the  deeds  the  prefecits.  of  the  palace,  and  appearing  on 
about  to  be  performed  by  those  armies  which  great  occasions  alone  in  the  presence  of  the 
had  forced  the  passage  of  the  Bornnda,  the  people.  Fm^ffJ^  pP^Btflites  9JQ^  princes  bent 
Danube,  the  Inn,  and -the  Saka,  and  gained  ijbtefore  t^e  ..conpp^ar  .ehaji^>  W^  .the  fliftum  of 
the  battles  of  Marengo  and  HobenUnden,  were  .^odern  Qai4  fippe^ed  to  regidate  thempyepepts. 
"Vaunted  in  die  proclamations  «Ad  msAifestos  of  of  the  .vh^  r/mntiemt.  Th(|«e  c^piMtii^iotai 
the  mleis  of  France.  They  laffeeted  to  .  coasi-  powers  iwhieh  bad  'waged  ;wa^  :agaiost  itbe  rei- 
ser the  English  as  a  nation  rsfidered  eflMdinate  ^ublk  wete  tftowoager -tp  aopnlioate rl^r 'paace,^ 

♦^e  snpplies  toted  ib   1801  were, 

l^or  the  aca  aervice,  iadadSog  dO.OOO  marines...  105,000  Hilitia,  taeioibtif  Ivieh ,..: '98,040 

iUgolar  forcH,  inehlriiiifl^  camlry  and  iafantrj...  193,187  FeadUet  ef 'bsthoountriet •..  idlf4t^ 

Total  land  aod  s^a  Idroe,  csdasife  of  v.diiateeffs...v«*MM.M.M*fM*M4l30^i!M8 
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BOOK  II.  And  ready  to  submit  to  any  terms  which  the 

— — — —  Tictor    thought   fit  to  impose.      The   Elector 

Cbap.  XX.  Palatine  of  BaTaria  about  this  time  negociated 

^-^2J1!^^  *  treaty,  by  which  he  renounced  the  duchies  of 

^^^      Juliers,  Deux  Ponts,  and  their  dependencies, 

together  with  the  bailiwick  of  Uie  palatinate  of 

the  Rhine,  situated  upon  the  left  bank  of  that 

riTer.      The  surrender  of  Alexandria,  and  tlie 

consequent  evacuation  of  Egypt,  soon  after  pro* 

duced  a  peace  between  France  and  the  Ottoman 

Porte;    and  it  was    expressly  stipulated   that 

whatcTer-.  indulgence  might  be  granted  to  any 

power  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  should  be 

extended  to  the  republic,  while  SlI  former  treaties 

were  to  be  considered  as  renewed. 

But  the  policy  of  Bonaparte  was  still  more 
eminently  displayed  by  a  pacification  with  ano* 
ther  power,  an  ihtimate  alliance  with  which  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  the  tranquillit?  of  France. 
By  a  convention  with  the  pope,  ratified  on  the 
10th  of  September,  1801,  thefinst  consul  was  not 
only  adinowledged  to  possess  all  the  privileges 
of  the  ancient  monaraby  so  far  as  concerned 
public  worship,  but  new  and  essential  immunities 
were  obtainra  for  the  Gallican  church*  His 
holiness  agreed  to  procure  the  rengnatiou  of  the 
prdates  who  bad  adhered  to  the  old  estabUsh- 
ment,  and  tbe  chief  magistrate  was  to  nominate  to 
the  vacant  sees.  Anew  and  more  suitable  formula 
of  prayer  was  introduced  ;*  and  the  holy  fiftther 
covenanted  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  soooes- 
sors,  that  those  who  bad  acqvired  the  alienated 
property  of  the  dnirch  should  not  be  disturbed. 
By  a  concordat,  agreed  to  soon  after,  the 
apostolical  and  Roman  fiiith  was  declared  to  be 
the  religion  of  the  state,  and  the  catholics  were 
to  pay  one-tenth  of  their  taxes  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  public  worship.  But  on  the  other 
hand,  its  processions  and  ceremonies  were  to 
be  subjected  to  the  civil  power,  while  the  chief 
consul  was  to  be  declared  the  bead  of  the  Gal- 
lican church,  and  the  bishops  and  priests  were 
to  make  a  solemn  promise  of  fidelity. f 

The  naval  campaign   of  the  present  year 
was,    as  visual,  brilliant  on  the  part  of  Great 


Britain,  and  the  fleets,  squadrons,  and  detach- 
ments, whether  employed  for  ^  home  defence,  or 
occupied  in  distant  quarters  of  the  giobe^  dis- 
tinguished themselves  by  their  zeal  and  devotion 
to  the  glory  of  their  country.  On  the  western 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  the  naval  power  of  Britain 
retamed.  its  wonted  and  resistless  superioritv. 
In  the  month  of  March,  Admiral  Duckworth 
made  an  easy  capture  of  the  Swedish  Island 
of  St.  Bartholomew,  as  weU  as  of  the  Danish 
settletnenta  of  St.  Thomas  .  and  Santa  Cruz, 
which  wer^  of  course  restored  to  those  powers, 
in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Petersburg.  The 
islands  of  St.  Martin  and  St.  Enstatia  were  also 
reduced  nearly  at  the  same  time,  and  with  the 
samefecility,  while  in  the  east,  the  Batavian  set- 
tlejnent  of  Teraate,  tl|e  chief  of  the  Molucca 
islands,  surrendered  on  t(ie  21st  of  June,  after  a 
vigorous  resistance,  to  a  small  squiadron  of  armed 
vessels,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Hayes. 

In  the  Mediterranean    two  severe  actions 
tpok  place^  the  former  of  which  proved  unfor* 
tunate,  but  the  latter  removed  the  tarnish  from 
the  British  arms,  and  restored  them  to    their 
usual  luatre.    Admiral  Sir  Jam^  Saumarex,  one 
of  the  most  brave  and  skilful  officers  in  the  Bri- 
tish navy,  commanded  a  squadron  of  ten  ships 
of  the  line,' whiclk  blockaded  the  port  of  Cadiz. 
Receiving  intelligence  that  three  French  line  of 
baljtle  ships  and  a  fingate  were  lying  at  anchor 
in  the.  road  of  Alg^ira,  under  cover  of  the  bat- 
teries on  shore^j  he  concaved  the  bold  design  of 
attacking  them  in.  that  situation.     On  ^e  6th  of 
July,  he  proceeded  with  six  sail  of  the  line,  under 
a  favourable  breese,    in  tbe  sanguine  hope  of 
capturing  tbe  French  ships ;.  but  on  a  sudden 
the  wind  iailed,  and  the  English  squadron  coald 
not,  with  every  effort,  engage  tbe  enemy  in  a 
regular  or  close  action.    The  Hannibal,  Captain 
Ferris,  in  bearing  up,   unfortunately  took    the 
ground  in  a  position  where  she  lay  exposed  to  a 
treiliendous  fire  from  one  of  the  lana  batteries. 
Admiral  Saumarex,  perceiving   the   dangerous 
situation  in  which    Uie  Hannibal    was  placed, 
made  an  attempt  to  silence  the  battery,  by  run- 


*  «<  Domine,  salaam  fac  rempublicam ; 
"  Domine,  sakos  fac  consules." 

t  fiNibstanoe  of  the  CoNcoftDATvii  between  Bonaparte  and  tbe  Pope. 
1.  The  catholic,  apostolical,  and  Romish  religion  ahdl  be  dedared  the  relSgfion  of  the  8(ate.-*-2.  This  rellgioiiahafl 
W  protected  in  its  exterior  worship  and  its  ceremonies  ;  with  die  exception  of  the  processions,  which  shall  not  take  place 
but  when  the  prefects  shall  judge  that  they  will  not  be  attended  with  inconT«nieace.*-3.  The  cbi^  consul  is  dedared 
head  of  the  Gallican  ohnrch.— 4.  All  tbe  bishopries  of  France  shall-  be  Tacated,  but  the  former  titular  bishops  shafl  re- 
ceive new  bulls  on  tbe  presentation  of  the  chief  consul.^^.  The  bishops,  priests,  and  curates,  shall  make  the  priwise  of 
fidelity.— 6.  Three  prelates  shall  aerer  have  leave  te  return  to  Prance,  viz.  the  cudinals  of  Rohan  and  Montmoreocy,  and 
the  bishop  of  Arras.^^?.  Upon  the  pubMcation  of  the  eoneordatum^  there  shaU  be  established  in  each  arromdi$umemt  an 
office,  where  the  calhofics  shall  inscribe  their  names,  and  where  they  shall  pay,  to  defray  the  .expense  of  public  wor^ 
ship,  a  tenth  of  their  taxes.— 8.  M  the  parochial  churches  shall  be  restored  to  tbe  communes. — 9.  In  the  approaching 
aomnatioa  of  catdauds,  three  hMS^hsH  be  given  to  France  upon  the  preseDtntiimof  the  chief  consul* 
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mng  his  owd  sUp  betweea  b«r  -and  the  shore : 
hut  this  aianoeavre  did  not  succeed,  for  being 
htniself  placed  at  a  distance  of  only  three  cables^ 
length  from  another  battery,  the  admiral  was 
e<Mnpetled  to  retire,  and  to  bis  inexpressible 
chagrin,  to  leave  the  Hannibal  a  prey  to  the 
enemy :  Captain  Ferris,  although  at  length 
forced  to  strike,  maintained  the  contest  with 
distinguished  constancy »  and  suffered  a  loss  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-^three  men  in  killed  and 
wounded,  before  he  surrendered  his  vessel  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  French,  unaccustomed  to  triumph  on 
the  ocean,  seemed  much  elated  with  this  advan- 
tage, which  their  public  prints  magnified  into  a 
gceat  naval  victory;  three  of  their  ships  of  war 
having,  as  they  asserted,  beaten  six  of  the  Eng- 
lish, and  the  destruction  of  the  modem  Car- 
thage was  predicted  from  the  loss  of  her  Han- 
nibal !  The  failure  of  this  enterprise  cast  a 
momentary  shade  over  the  reputation  of  the 
British  admiral,  who  was  ardendy  impatient  for 
an  opportunity  to  avenge  his  country,  and  to  re* 
establish  his  own  renown. 

By  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  the  British 
officers  and  seamen,  who  reoeived  every  assist- 
ance from  the  garrison  of  Gibraltar,  the  whole 
squadron,  with  the  exception  of  the  Pomp^ 
was  speedily  refitted  and  ready  for  sea,  when  a 
new  and  more  propitious  opportunity  occurred  of 
distinguishing  theur  valour.  The  three  sail  of 
French  line  of  battle  ships  engaged  in  the  late 
action  had  been  reinforced  by  five  more,  under 
the  command  of  Don  Juan  Joaquin  de  M<Mreno, 
as  well  as  by  a  Frendi  seventy-^four,  carrying  a 
broad  pendant.*  These  vessel^^  together  with 
the  Hannibal,  which  was  with  some  difficulty 
warped  into  deep  water,  and  a  number  of  fri- 
gates and  gun-boats,  got  under  weigh  with  an 
intention  of  returning  to  Cadiz  safe,  in  eonse- 
qumce  of  their  nuiMers,  and  assured,  as  they 
hnagined,  of  an  easy  victory,  in  case  of  a  con- 
test with  a  detacliment  which  had  been  so 
recently  foiled.    Notwithstanding  the  great  in- 


feriority of  his  force,t    Sir  James    Saumarei  BOOK  II. 
once  more  hoisted  the  signal  for  battle,  and  fol-  '■ 

lowed  the  enemy,  who  had  just  deared  Cabareta  Osaf.  XX. 
point,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  ^^"^^T^ 
13th  of  July.  Captain  Keates  having  received  *^'- 
orders  to  attack  die  sternmost  ship,  and  keep 
between  the  fleet  and  the  shore,  the  Superb  |u>* 
cordingly  made  sail,  and  beean  the  engagement 
at  deven  o'clock  at  night,  by  firing  on  several 
of  the  enemy's  ships,  which  fM^med  a  clustM*. 
and  in  consequence  of  the  darkness  engaged 
with  each  other  through  mistake.  The  Caesart 
in  the  coarse  of  a  few  minutes,  began  also  to 
open  on  a  Spanish  three-decker  that  had  hauled 
her  wind  ;  but  the  Spanish  ship  was  soon  after 
observed  to  be  in  flames,  and  shortly  after  ran 
on  board  another  vessel  of  the  same  force,  to 
which  tiie  conflagration  extended  with  uncommon 
rapidity,  so  that,  after  the  lapse  of  a  short  but 
awfiil  period,  they  both  blew  up.    These  vessels 

f roved  to  be  the  San  Herminigeldo,  and  the 
Leal  Carlos,  each  of  one  hundred  and  twelve 
Kns,  and  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  men,  the 
mer  carrying  the  admiral's  flag,  and  both  of 
them  officered  from  the  noble  families  in  Spain* 
In  the  mean  time,  the  English  commander,  per« 
oeiving  from  the  first  3iat  these -ships  could 
present  no  formidable  resistance  during  the  rest 
of  the  action,  passed  on  to  tiie  assistance  of 
the  Superb,  Captain  Keates,  then  engaged 
with  the  St.  Antonio,  of  seventy- four  guns,  car- 
rving  the  broad  pendant  of  Commodore  Lie 
Roy,  which  had  been  before  silenced,  and  now 
struck  her  colours.  After  the  firing  had  ceased^ 
it  became  so  dark  that  none  of  the  enemy's 
squadron  were  visible ;  the  CtBsar,  however,  con* 
tinned  her  course,  during  a  heavy  gale,  in  chase 
of  the  remainder  of  the  fleet,  and  at  the  approach 
of  the  morning  could  only  discover  one  French 
ship,  which  proved  to  be. the  Formidable,  of 
eignty-four  guns,  endeavouring  to  reach  the 
channel  leading  through  the  shoals  of  Conil. 
But  as  the  wind  suddenly  failed  at  this  moment  '^ 
one  ship   alone    was  enabled  to  bring  her    to 


•  COBIBrNED  SaUADRON. 

AdmiTal  Ret!  Carlos...«..««.1 12    Don  J.  Esters- 

ftui  Herminigeldo 1 12    Don  J.  Emp«rM|. 

Sad  Fernando .,. 94    Don  J.  Malina. 

ibxo&aiitn ...; »  80    Don  J.  Hsireim. 

8.AnjnMlip %.....•.••«.  74    DonR.Jonele. 

&Antooio^« 74    (Fivncfa    biosd  pendant) 

Formidable. S4 

Dmaiz  74 

AnuomptaMe  ••••••*•.•••••••••  9%  _ 

C  This  vcsmI  fttamad 

Hannibal 74     <      to   Algeciia  before 

C      the  action. 

burftifltteiy  MdtnottSi 

(N^.  M.) 


t  BRITISH  SaUADRON. 

i  Rear-admiral  Sir  Jamsf 

Cfttar • 80     <      Samnares. 

I  Captain  Jahlael  BienUNli. 

Spencer •••«  74  Captain  Datby. 

VenenUe  74  Hood. 

Sapeib 74  -—-^Keates. 

Attdacioai 74  — Peard. 

Thames  .^..  32         ■ .   Hoiiis; 

Calpe Jk*  12  Hon.  Captain  Dondss. 

Lootfa.....* »«-.••;»•.'  0  linrtwiant  Tmicott 

4  Z        ; 
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lOOK  n.  action  ;  and  Oaptain  Hood,  after  a  spirited  en^ 
— — —  gageteent,  had  nearly  dlenoed  tfie  enemy,  when 
CflAT.  XX.  his  mainmast,  which  had  been  wounded  before, 
'  was  unfinrtanately  shot  away,  and  a  calm  ensuing, 
the  Formidable  eflboted  her  escape  into  Cadis. 
The  Venerable  soon  after  struck  on  a  bank,  and 
wais  for  some  time  thr^tened  with  ship-wreck, 
but  fortunately  she  was  at  length  fextrieated  from 
her  perilous  situation,  with  nie  loss  of  her  mast 
only,  and  retuhied  wift  the  fieet  to  Gibraltar. 
Thus  ended  an  action  in  which  the  superiority  of 
the  enemy  was  immense ;  and  although  the  con<^ 
fnsed  state  of  the  fleet,  and  the  accidental  des<* 
^melion  of  two  flrst-rates,  rendered  the  victory 
toss  difficult,  yet  the  original  design  of  the  admiral 
lo  engage  ten  sail  of  the  line,  wilh  one  eighty  and 
fimr  seventy<«four  gun  sldtHi,  evinced  a  degree 
of  gallalilry  which  reflected  honohr  on  the  English 
name;  and  Sir  James  S&wolarez  was  Ratified 
witli  ihe  thanks  of  f&Q  two  houses  of  parlia- 
ment^ and  rewarded  with  a  pension  of  twelve 
Imndred  pounds  a  year.  ' 

During  the  naval  campaign  of  this  year, 
Ghptain  Rowley  Bulteel,in  the  B^queux,  with 
acoUYoyof  East-Indiamen,  which  were  mistaken 

Htiie  enemy  for  men  of  war,  cadtnred  the  Firench 
gates,  JLa  Concorde  and  La  if  edte,  the  former 
of  %>Hy-fottr  and  the  latter  df  thirty-six  giniSi  m 
fUe  Mighbourhbod  of  Braail,  forming  part  of  a 
squadron  Which  had  committed  great  depreda- 
tions on  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  fleet  under 
Vice-^admiral  Rainier  in  the  East  Indies  sei^^ed  a 
tfumber  of  valoable  prizes,  parttcularly  two  Dutdi 
ships  in  the  ndgltbourhood  of  Java.  Captain  T. 
Manby,  in  the  Bourdelds,  belonging  to  Rear- 
admiral  Dtfiakworth'a  detachment  m  the  West 
Indies,  nearly  about  die  same  time  dipers^  a 
small  armament  fitted  out  by  Yietor  Hughes  for 
the  purpose '  of  intercepting  the  outward-lK>und 
c6nvoy.  In  the  Mediterranean  an  action  aingu- 
tarly  severe  was  fought  on  the  tOth  of  February, 
between  the  Phoebe,  Captain  R.  Barlow,  and  the 
French  frigate  L^Africaine,  of  forty-four  guns 
and  seven  hundred  and  fifteen  men,  of  whom 
many  were  soldiers  bound  for  Egvpt :  the  com- 
mander of  the  frigate,  though  incapable  of  contend- 
ing with  the  .British  vcsaer,  woukl  not  yield  until 
his  ship  became  a  mere  wreck,  with  five  feet 
water  in  her  hold ;  all  his  guns  were  also  dis- 
nounted,  aMd  his  declu  crowded  with  the  dying 
and  the  dead ;  the  number  ipftbe  latter  amounted 
to  two  hundred,  and  the  wounded  to  one  hundred 
and  forty -three,  while  the  loss  on  board  the  Phcabe 
amounted  only  to  one  killed  and  twelve  wounded. 
Lord  Cochrane,  in  Ae  Speedy  aloop,  of  fourteeft 
four-pounders  and  fifty-fonr  men  and  boys,  par- 
formed  a  brilliant  exploit,  by  boarding  and  cap^ 
turing  the  Spanish  Zebeek  frigate^  pf  thirty -two 
guns,  and  three  hundred  and  nineteen  seamen 
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marines,  off  Barcelona.  His  lordship  alto 
distinguished  himself  about  the  same  tlm^,  in  the 
same  vessel,  along  with  Captain  Pulling,  of  the 
Kangaroo  sloop  of  war,  and  after  a  spirited  and 
successful  attadiL  on  a  convoy,  anc^red  cm  the 
coast  of  Spain;  on  which  occasion,  a  detaehment 
from  the  British  vessels  landed  and  blew  up  the 
tovrer  of  Almarana. 

But  one  of  the  boldest  and  moat  interesting 
exploits  of  this  campaign  still  remains  to  m 
recorded.  Lord  N^on,  having  coUectod  a 
flotilla,  determined  to  attack  tte  enemy  in  thar 
own  ports,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  the  menace  of 
invaston.  H«  accordingly  hoisted  his  flag  on  the 
td  of  August,  as  vioe-admiral  of  the  blue,  on 
board  the  Medusa,  and  proceeded  with  two  sail 
of  the  line,  two  mgates,  and  several  smaller 
vessels,  to  Boulogne,  where  the  French  had 
assembled  a  great  number  of  gun-boats,  armed- 
brigs,  and  lugeer-rigged  flats.  Perceivin|^  that 
twentf-fonr  of  these  were  anchored  in  a  hue  in 
front  of  the  harbour,  a  signal  was  hoisted,  on 
wUch  die  bombs  iveighed  with  a  favourable  wind, 
and  threw  their  shells  with  such  effect,  that  in 
the  course  of  a  few  hours  three  of  the  flats  and 
bHgs  were  sunk,  and  six  driven  on  shore. 

Lord  Nelson,  who  upon  this  occasion  had 
e^nnoed  gr^it  humanity,  liy  issuing  strict  orders 
to  spare  ttie  town,  was  of  opinion  that  the  re- 
mainder of  the  flotilla  might  be  captured  by  a 
bold  and  well-concerted  evolution,  to  oe  perform- 
ed by  the  boats  of  his  squadron.  He  accordingly 
directed  the  expedition  to  be  undertaken  on  the 
night  of  the  15th  of  Au^t,  by  five  divisions, 
(one  of  which  carried  howitzers)  under  the  com- 
mand of  five  captains  of  the  ro^al  navy.* 
Having  left  this  Medusa  widiin  hidr  an  hour  of 
midnight,  they  immediately  steered  for  the  har- 
bottr*s  mouth,  and  the  firing  commenced  before 
one,  but  owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  with 
the  tide  and  half  tide,  which  must  always  make 
attacks  in  the  night  on  the  coasts  of  the  channel 
very  uncertain,  the  divisions  separated  ;  and 
from  all  not  arriving  at  the  same  moment  with 
Captain  Parker,  was  to  be  attributed  the  want  of 
success.  '*  The  most  astonishing  bravery,"  says 
Lord  Nelson^  in  a  letter  to  JB^l  St.  Vincent^ 
dated  August  the  iOth,  ^'  was  evinced  by  inany  of 
our  officers  and  men,  and  Captains  Sbm^rvill^ 
Cotgrav^  and  Parker,  exerted  themselves  to  the 
utmost"  .  (Captain  Jones,  owing  to  the  rapidity 
of  the  tide,  was  thrown  to  the  westward  of  the 
line.)  ^^  Conn,  in  the  command  of  the  howitser 
boats,  tlid  every  thing  that  was  possible  \  indeed 
all  behaved  weU,  and  it  was  their  misfortune  to 
be  sent  on  a  service  in  «whicb  tbfi  pjc^cs^ions  of 
the  enemy  had  rendered  it  impossible  to  succeed. 
We  have  lost,"  adds  the  vice-admiral,  '*  many 
brave  officers  and  men,  one  hundred  and  sevepty- 
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two  kfUed  and  wounded.  My  gaUftnt,  deiff 
friend.  Captain  Parker,  who  was  my  aide-de-camp, 
had  his  thigh  very  much  shattered ;  I  have  my 
fears  for  his  life.*^  The  loss  has  been  yer-y  iMavy, 
and  the*  object  was  greatxi  The  iottlla,  brigs, 
and  flats,  were  moored,  by  the  bottom  to  the 
shore  and  eaoh  other  by  chains  ;  therefore^ 
although  several  of  them  were  carried,  yet  the 
very  heavy  fire  of  musketry  from  the  shore  which 
overlooked  the  flotilla,  forced  our  people  to  desist, 
vrithoot  being  able,  as  I  am  told,  to  set  them  on 
fire.*' 

The  failure  of  this  expedition  of  course  ocoa- 
sioned  great  exultation  in  France ;  but  the 
government  of  tiiat  countrv  exhibited  an  unttBual 
degree  of  moderation  on  this  occasion ;  and  treat- 
ing the  late  engagement  as  a  mere  skirmish, 
observed,    ^'  that  Sie  advanced    guard  of   the 

Knadiers  of  Italy*'  had  displayed  ttieir  ordinary 
very,  and  obtained  theur  usual  success.  But 
the  first  consul  had  long  been  aware  that  neither 
his  ports  nor  his  fleets  were  secure  from  the  enter* 
prise  and  valour  of  English  seamen,  and  was  no 
longer  desirous  of  intrusting  their  safety  to  the 
chances  of  iailure,  or  the  caprices  of  fortune.  In 
addition  to  this  consideration,  th^  situation  of  the 
French  colonies  in  America  had  become  a  source 
of  perpetual  vexatim,  .and  he  had  been  fisr  some 
time  apprehensive  of  the  fate  of  Egypt,  the  snr- 
i^nder  of  which  was  not  yet  known  m  Europe. 
Ambitious  of  every  species  of  glory,  he  now 
appeared  desirous  of  the  blessing  of  tranquillity, 
and  of  ad<Kng  to  his  military  Teaown  the  title  of 
**  The  pacificator  of  Europe." 

While  every  shore  re-echoed  with  the 
thunder  of  hostility,  and  opposing  fleets  and 
armies  by  turns  threatened  the  coasts  of  Britain 
and  of  France  with  insult  and  .invasion,  the 
inhabitants  of  both  countries  had  become  heartily 
fired  of  a  war  long  since  devoid  of  any  fixed  or 
ratioaal  object  Fortmiately,  too,  it  was  the 
interest '  of  their  respective  rulers  to  close  the 
scene  of  carnage,  and  either  to  feel  or  affect  to 
feel  sentiments  of  moderation.  After  so  many 
splendid  acquisitions  on  the  contiiient,  Bonaparte 
evidently  panted  for  peace,  vrhich,  by  restoring 
the  islands  of  the  West  Indian  archipelago  to  the 
republic,  would  confer  reputation  and  stability 
on  his  administration  ;  while  in  England,  tiie  new 
ministry  became  anxious  to  strengthen  the  pro- 
tection of  the  crown  by  means  of  the  gratituae  of 
the  people.  For  some  time  past  an  active  iuter^ 
course  had  taken  place  between  the  two  govern* 
ments.  Flags  of  truce  and  of  defiance* were 
actually  displayed  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the 
same  strait ;  so  that  while  Boulogne  and  Dunkirk 
were  bombarded  and  blockaded  by  hostile  sqoad*^ 
rons,  the  ports  of  Dover  and  Calais  were  fre- 
quently  visited  by  the   packet-boats    and   the 


messengers  of  the  courts  of  St  James's  and  the  BOOK  tt* 
Thuilleries.    At  length.  Lord  Hawkesbiiry,  the  »>   ■ 

English  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affidrs,  after  ^Mfr.  XX. 
a  long  but  sec^'ot  correspondence  with  M.  Otto,  ^^^^^T^ 
the  French  negooiator,  annenaeed,  on  the  Snid      **" 
October,  the  signature  of  the  pretimtaaries  ef 
peace  between  England  on   (he  one  part,  and 
Spain,  France,  and  Holland,  on  4ibe  other.    This 
intoHigenee  was  immediately  communicated  in  a 
note  to  the  lord  mayor,  and  diffused  general 
satisfaction  throughout  the  whole  kingdom.    At 
the  end  of  eleven  days,  the  ratificattion  of  the 
preliminary  treaty  on  the  part  of  the  first  consul^ 
was  brought  firom  Paris  by  Colonel  Lauriston, 
who,  as  well  as  the  French  plenipotentiary,  wad 
drawn  through  the  streets  ef  the  metropolis  in 
his  carriage  by  the  populace.    Amiens,  the  city 
assigned  for  the  discussion  of  the  definitive  treaty,  . 
wras  visited  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  by  the. 
ministers  of  the  respective  powers :    on  which 
occasion   the  Marquis   Corhwallis    represented 
Ghreat  Britain ;  citizen  Joseph  Bonaparte,  coun-> 
sellor  of  state,  France  ;   Don  John   Nicholas 
Azarra,  Spain  ;    and   Roger  John   Schimmel- 
penninck,  Holland. 

During  the  sitting  of  the  congress  at  Amiens, 
public  expectation  was  amazingly  excited  by 
alternate  hopes  and  fears,  but  at  length  the  lon^ 
expected  treaty  was  signed,  ratified,  and  promul- 
gated, according  to  the  established  forms.  Thie 
event  difitised  the  most  lively  joj  throughout 
the  British  empire :  all  nunks  and  deaeriptioAS  oS 
mmk  hailed  the  return  of  the  haleyen  days  of 
peace  with  rapture ;  while  bonfires,  illuminations, 
and  entertainments,  exhibited  but  a  fj^nt  expres- 
sion of  the  general  joy.  Nor  weroblbe  French 
less  eaarer  to  celebrate  a  period,  whieh  to  them 
might  be  considered  less  a  cessation  n^m  the 
innumerable  evils  of  war,  than  a  triumphal  epoch, 
when  the  independence  for  whicb  they  had  mi 
long  conatbated  was  not  only  aso^iaioed,  buA 
their  innumerdile  aequisittoos  sotannly  veeeg-* 
nised  in  the  face  of  Europe  and  of  manland. 

DEFINITIVE  TREATY  OP  PFAtJE, 

Betvc^a  his  Biitaaaic  Majesty  sn  the  one  pait ;  sad  the 
Fiencli  AepuMic,  bis  Mi^nr  the  King  of  Smih  and 
Ihe  liidies,  and  the  Batavian  ifepuUic,  oa  the  otiier  part 

HIS  Majesty  the  Kine  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  . 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  First  Consul  of  the  French 
Republic,  in  the  name  of  ttt^  French' people,  beitt|^  animated 
wiln  an  equal  desire  to  pot  an  end  to  the  caUumities  of  war, 
have  laid  the  foundation  of  peace,  in  the  preUminary 
articles  s^ed  at  London  the  Ist  of  October,  1001^  (9& 
Vend^miaire,  year  10.) 

And  ^fky  by  tbe  15ih  artide  of  the  aaid  firelinunaries,  it 
has  been  stipulated,  that  olenipotentiaoep  should  be 
named  on  each  side,  "who  tlioiud  proceed  to  Amiens,  for  the 
purpose  of  ooncluding  a  definitiTe  treaty,  in  .ooaoert  ~^^ 
the  allies  of  the  oontcactingpQwenis. 


*  Hit  kn^slnp's  fean  were  bat  too  weD  grovadad ;   the  captain  died  of  hia  wonnds. 
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BOOK  IL         'Bm  MiJMhr  Oie  Knif  of  (be  Uaitod  Kinf^dfHn  of  Great 
^,__.,...  Britein  and  Irelaiul  lias  named  for  hia  pleiiqioteiitianr  tha 
pt        vv-  Karquia  Corawallia,  knight  of  tho  moat  fliuatrioua  order  of 
i^HAT.  MJL,  ^^  Gtrter,  prmr  connaenor  to  lua  maieaty,  general  of 
bia  armieay  te. :  Oe  Fliat  Conanl  of  ^  Frnich  Kenablie, 
in  Ae  name  of  the  French  people,  the  dtisen  Joaeph  Bona- 
parte, coufiidlor  of  atete^  hia  Mi^jeatj  the  King  of  S^ain 
and  the  Indiea,  and  the  gorermnenl  of  the  BataWan  Repab- 
Tic,  hare  named  for  &ehr  plenipolentiariea,  mdeUceif  hia 
camolic  majeaty,  Don  Joaeph  Nid&olaa  d'Asara,  hia  eoun-  , 
aallor  of  atate,  knight  df  the  mat  croaa,  of  the  oeder  of 
Charlea  III.  ambaaaador  eztraorainarr  to  the  French  Repab- 
licy  ke. ;  and  die  gorcniment  of  me  BataWan  Repiudic, 
Roger  John  Schimmelpenninck,  their  embaaaador  extraor- 
dinary to  the  Frendi  Republic  ;  who»  after  baring  commu- 
nicated to  each  other  dieir  iiiU  povrera,  whidi  are  tranacribed 
at  the  end  of  die  preaent  treai^,  hare  agreed  npon  the  fid- 
lowing  artifllea : 

Art.  I.  There  ahallbepeaoe,  firiendahip,  and  ffood  nnder- 
atandioup.  between  his  Mueaty  me  Kbg  m  the  United  King- 
dom or  Great  Britain  ana  Ireland,  hia  neira  and  auooaaaora, 
•n  the  one  patt;  and  die  French  Republiey  hia  Ma- 
juty  die  King  of  Spain,  hia  heira  and  aneeoaeara,  and 
^  BateTian  ftepubhc,  ott«die  other  part.  The  contract* 
ing  pardea  ahaD  giro  the  greateat  attention  to  maintain 
iMtween  tbemaelrea  and  their  ^ates  a  oerfect  harmony,  and 
without  aDowiDff,  oneiAeraidey  anyldndof  hoatilitiea,  by 
aea  or  land,  to  Ee  committed^  far  any  canae,  or  under  any 
pretence  whataoerer. 

They  ahall  caiefully  aroid  ereiy  thinff  which  might 
hereafter  alTeGt  the  union  happily  re-eatabtianed,  and  fey 
ahaD  not  afford  any  aaBiatanoe  or  protection,  direcdy  or' 
ihdirocdy,  to  thooe  who  ahonld  cauae  preind^  to  any  of 
them. 

II.  AH  the  priaoneia  taken  on  eidier  aide,  aa  wefl  by 
land  aa  by  aea,  and  the  hoatagea  carried  away,  or  gtren 
during  dbe  war,  and  to  tlua  day,  ahall  be  reatored,  wnbout 
aanaom,  in  aix  weeka  at  lateat,  tobe  computed  from  the  day 
of  dw  exdiange  from  the  ratificationa  orthe  preaent  treaty, 
and  on  paymr  Ih^  debta  they  hare  contracted  during  dieir 
eaptxrity.  Mich  contiactinff  par^  ahall  reraecdre^  dia- 
charge  the  advancea  which  nare  been  made  by  any  of  die 
eontracting  pnrtiea,  for  the  aubaiatence  and  maintenance  of 
the  priaonera  Itf  die  comtriea  where  they  hare  been  detain- 
ed. For  thia  ]prpoae  a  eommiaiion  ahall  be  appointed  by 
agreement,  which  ahall  be  apedallT  charged  to  aacertain 
aSd  regulate  the  compenaatien  whioi  may  m  due  to  eidier 
of  the  contracting  powers.  The  time  and  place  where  the 
Oommisaionera,  who  shall  be  diaiged  with  the  execution  of 
diia  article,  ahaD  aasemble,  Aall  alao  be  fixed  upon  by 
agreement;  and  the  aaid  oommiaatoners  shall  take  into 
account  die  expenaea  occaaioned,  not  onlv  hj  die  priaonera  of 
the  reapecdre  nationa,  but  also  by  die  foreign  troopa,  who, 
before  they  were  made  priaonera,  were  in  the  pay,  or  at  the 
diapoaal  or  any  of  die  oontmedng  partiea. 

III.  His  Britannic  Mijeaty  reatorea  to  the  French 
Republic,  and  her  aOiea,  namely,  hia  eadioliema|eaty  and  the 
Batarian  Republic,  aD  the  poascaaiona  and  caloniea  which 
belonged  to  them  reapecdrelf ,  and  which  had  bem  occu** 
piedorconoueredby  the  British  forooa  in  the  course  of  the 
war,  with  me  exception  of  the  bland  of  IVinidad,  and  die 
Dutch  poaseMiODs  in  the  ialand  of  Ceylon. 

iV.  His  catholic  nu^eaty  cedes  and  goaranteea,  in 
ftill  right  and  aovereignty,  to  hia  Britannic  Mijesty,  the 
iisland  of  Trinidad. 

V.  The  Batarlan  Republic  cedea  and  goaranteea,  in  fhll 
right  and  aoreraign^.  to  hia  Britannic  Muesty,  all  the 
poMesaions  and  eatabhahmenta  in  the  ishuids  of  Ceylon, 
whieh  bel6nj|;ed,  before  the  war,  to  die  Republic  of  die 
United  ProYincea,  or  to  their  East-India  company.  » 

VI.  The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  remains  in  fuU  sorereignty 
to  die  BataTian  KepubHc,  aa  it  waa  before  the  war. 

The  ahips  of  ererv  deacription  belonging  to  the  other 
oontracting  partiea  tfhaU  hare  the  right  to  put  m  there,  and 
to  purohaaa  aiich  auppliea  aa  they  may  ataad  in  need  of,  aa 


heretofore,  without  Paying .  '^'^f,  ^^  dutiea  than  thaaa 
to  whidi  the  ahipa  oi  tne  Batavian  Republic  are  aul^e^ed. 

VII.  Tlw  terrkoriea  and  poaaeasions  of  her  moat  fiiitfa- 
All  miyeatT  are  maintained  in  their  integrity,  suth,  aa  they 
werajMrmua  to  dM  commencement  of  tne  war. 

Nererthdiafla,  the  limita  of  French  and  PoitugueaO 
Guiana  ahall  be  determinedby  the  rirer  Arawari,  when  faUa 
into  the  ocean  below  North  Oape,  near  die  isle  Neurui  and 
the  island  of  Penitence,  about  a  degree  and  one  thi^  of 
noidi  latitude.  Theae  limits  shall  toUow  the  courae  ^tbe 
rirer  Arawari,  ftom  diat  of  ito  aMmtha  which  ia  at  die 
gtealeat  diatanee  firom  the  Norfii  Cqie  to  ita  aouice,  and 
uanoe  in  a  diredt  lino  from  ita  aouroe  to  the  rirer  Bmnoo, 
towarda  die  west.  The  nordiem  bank  of  die  river  Arawari^ 
from  ite  mouth  to  its  source,  and  die  lands  which  are  situ- 
ated to  the  north  iff  the  line  of  the  limita  aboTO  fized,  diall 
oonaejuandy  b^ngin  fUlaorereigaty  to  the  French  Repnb- 
lio.  TV  southern  bank  of  the  aaid  rirer  from  ito  aouroe, 
and  ail  the  landa  to  theaoudiward  of  the  aaid  line  of  demaik- 
ation,  ahafi  belong  to  her  moat  fUthful  miyeaty.  The  navi^ 
gation  of  die  rirer  Arawari  shall  be  common  to  both  natiims. 

Hie  arrangementa  which  hare  taken  ^laoe  between  the 
oomrta  of  Madrid  a^d  of  Lmbon,  for  die  aetdeasmit  of  dwr 
fipontien  in  Europe,  ahall  however  be  execntod,  coaferma- 
bly  to  the  treaty  of  Badijoa. 

VIII.  The  tenitories,  possessions,  and  righta,  of  the 
Ottoman  Porte,  are  herel^  maintained  in  their  integrity, 
aueh  aa  dmr  were  prenoua  to  tibe  war. 

IX.  Ihe  Rqmblio  of  die  Seran  Idanda  ia  hoNby 
admowl^b^- 

X.  The  islands  of  BlaUa,  Goco,  and  Comino,  ahafl 
be  restored  to  die  order  of  8t.  John  of  Jerusalem,  and  ahall 
be  held  by  it  upon  the  aame  conditiona  on  whidi  Ae  order 
hM  them  proTioua  to  dM  was,  and  onder  the  fbUowing 
atipuktiona: 

1.  The  kaii^  of  the  arte,  wbow  Imigmtt  ahaD  eontiaue  ta 
sobntt  after  the  cxcfaanae  oi  iSbt  mrificatioiM  of  the  prsMnt  treaty, 
an  mrited  to  letnxn  to  Malta,  as  MMm  as  that  eEChange  ihaDlisve 
takn  place.  They  ihaBdMnlbsmagmflnldnpCtt',  aaddiallpea* 
eesd*to  the  decOon  of  a  gnuidnMMter,  tobccheaailiBmaiiMBjgtfaB 
natif fl>  of  tfaoie  natioiis  wfaidi  preswa  laagnei,  if  no  mch  siecliiai 
have  been  aheadj  made  dnoe  the  ezchaqae  of  the  ratification  of  the 
prdiminary  artides  of  peaca  It  it  uDdentood  Aat  an  dection  which 
ehdl  hata  been  made  mbeeqiMBt  to  that  period,  ihall  akoe  be  ooan- 
dend  as  ?did,  to  the  cxdodon  of  evojr  other  Hindi  dadl  have  tdan 
plaee  at  any  time  pierioDa  to  the  esad  poiod. 

S.  The  govemmenti  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Picncfa  RfpabGc, 
being  desiioae  of  pladng  the  order  of  St  John,  and  the  idand  of 
Mdta,  in«  elate  of  entire  independence  on  eedi  of  thoee  powcre,  da 
agtoe,  that  diae  ehaU  beheneelbrdi  no  Bnalieh  nor  Pieadi^laBgiBi ; 
and  diat  noindiridud  belonging  to  dther  of  the  eaid  powen  iheD  be 
admisdbleinto  the  order. 

S.  AMakeeelangue  sfaaDbe  ertabHdied,  tobeeopporCedootof 
die  land  xcvenuce  and  oommercid  duties  of  the  idand.  Iherediallba 
dignities,  wini  appemtnifntii  and  an  anbeige,  appeopnatsd  to  due 
laagoe;  no  prooft  of  nobility  ahaD  be  neeeeiaiy  for  theadmierion  of 
knigfats  of  the  said  langoe  ;  thqr  shall  be'  oonpctent  to  hold  emy 
office,  and  to  enjoy  amy  privilege,  in  the  like  manner  as  the  kma^te 
of  the  other  bngues.  Themuddpal,  revenne,  ddl,  judioial,  and 
other  offioee  under  die  goreBunent  of  die  idand,  ehall  be  fiOsdi 
atleaetin  the  pmportkai  of  one  half  by  aatife  inhaHitontoof  Mslta» 
Goso,  and  ComminOi 

4.  The  fimee  of  Ue  BiHanaie  M^geety  ehaU  emeoate  dieidmd 
and  ite  ^^fw^'^fict  viddn  dnae  *'^<**^  after  dieemiiaageeftlia 
gitifigrtiom,oeeeouef  if  itcanbedenet  at  that  period  the  idaaddiall 
be  ddiveied  up  to  the  order  in  the  Mrtie  in  which  it  now  is,  provided 
that  the  grsnd  maeter,  or  commiadonen  ftilly  empowered  aeooidtqg 
to  die  statntee  of  die  order,  be  upon  the  iehoid  to  receive 
and  that  die  fbiee  to  be  ftmiiihed  by  his  Shffian  BfiyeMy ,  J 
etipnlatedt  diafl  be  antved  there. 

5.  The  ganison  of  the  idand  shall,  at  all  times,  oonaetat 
one  half  of  native  Malteee;  and  the  order  shall  Save  the  liberty  of 
recruiting  ftr  the  remainder  of  the  gsRisoQ  finm  the  aailveeof  thaaa 
ooontiies  only  that  diall  continue  to  poesces  langueb  The  native 
Udteae  troops  shall  be  oileered  by  mdteaet  tbeaopieme  eosnaiaad 
af  dieaiBioo,as  wdl  aa  the  appomtaaeat  of  the  oaboB,  diallba 
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in  the  gnnd-masier  of  the  order ;  and  he  ib«U  not  be  tt 
liberty  to  divest  himsdf  of  it,  even  for  s  tunt,  except  in  favour 
of  a  knight  of  the  order,  and  in  consequence  of  the  opinion  of  the 
council  ai  the  oider. 

6.  The  indepcndenoeof  theidands  of  Malta,  Goeo,  and  Conuno, 
as  wdl  aa  the  present  anangement,  shall  be  nnder  the  protection  and 
fluarantee  of  Great  Britain,  Fiance,  Austria,  Russia,  Spain,  and 
Fftwia. 

7.  The  perpetual  neutrality  of  the  order  and  of  the  islandxof 
Maha,  and  iu  depsndendes^  is  hereby  declared. 

8.  The  pocti  of  Malta  shaQ  be  open  to  the  oommeroe  and  naviga- 
tion of  all  nations,  who  shall  pay  eqiial  and  moderate  duties.  These 
ditties  shall  be  apip^ed  to  the  support  of  the  Maltese  langue,  in  the 
manner  specified  in  paragraph  5,  to  that  of  the  dvil  and  military 
establishments  of  the  island,  and  to  that  of  a  Lazaretto,  open  to  all 
flags. 

9.  The  Barbory  States  are  couxpted  from  the  provisions  of  the  two 
preceding  parsgraphs,  until,  by  means  of  an  arrangement  to  be  made  by 
die  contracting  parties,  the  system  of  hostility  which  subsists  between 
the  said  Barbary  States,  the  Order  of  St  John,  and  the  powers  pos- 
/Mssing  iangnes  or  taking  part  in  the  foonatian  of  them,  shaU  be 
terminated. 

10.  The  order.sha]l  be  governed,  both  in  spiritual  and  temporal 
^natters,  by  the  same  statuCes  that  were  in  force  at  the  time  when  the 
\nights  quitted  the  island,  so  flir  as  the  same  shall  not  be  den^gated 
ftMb  by  the  picaent  Maty. 

•  11.  The  itipulatioDs  contained  in  paragraphs  3,  5, 7*  8,  and  10, 
•ball  be  converted  into  laws  and  perpetual  statutes  of  the  order,  in  the 
customary  manner.  And  the  grand-master  (or,  if  he  should  not  be 
in  the  ishuid  at  the  time  of  its  restitution  to  the  order,  his  representa- 
tive), as  well  as  his  successors,  shall  be  bound  to  make  oath  to  obserte 
them  punctually. 

IS.  His  Sicilian  Mf^esty  shall  be  invhed  to  ftamish  two  thottsand 
men,  natives  of  his  dominions,  to  serve  as  a  garrison  for  the  several 
ibrtresses  upon  the  island.  Tlus  force  shall  remain  therefor  one  year, 
ftom  the  peiiAd  of  the  restitution  of  the  isUnd  to  die  knights ;  after 
the  expiration  of  Whkfa  term,  if  the  order  of  St.  John  shall  not,  in 
theopittkn  of  tiir  goaianteeing  powers,  have  raiaed  a  sufficient  force 
to  garrison  the  island  and  its  depqidcacies,  in  the  manner  proposed  in 
pangrsph  5,  the  Neapolitan  troops  shall  remain,  until  they  shall  be 
relieved  by  another  force  jodg^  to  be  sufficient  by  the  asid  powers. 

IS.  The  several  powers  spedfiad  in  paiagiaph  6,  vkkliret^GnBt 
Britain,  France,  Austria,  Russia,  Spun,  and  Prussia,  shall  be  invited 
*  to  accede  to  the  present  arrangement 

XI.  The  French  forces  shall  evacuate  the  kingdom  of 
Naples  and  the  Roman  territory ;  the  English  forces  shall 
in  like  manner  evacuate  Porto  Ferrajo,  and  generally  all 
the  ports  and  islands  which  they  may  occupy  m  the  Medi- 
terranean, or  in  the  Adriatic. 

XII.  The  evacuations,  cessions,  and  restitutiona, 
stipulated  for  by  the  present  treaty,  except  where  otherwise 
expressly  provided  tor,  shall  take  place  in  Europe  within 
one  month,  in  the  continent  and  seas  of  America  and  of 
Africa  in  three  months,  and  in  the  continent  and  seas  of 
Ah»ia  within  six  months^  after  the  ratification  of  the  preaent 
definitive  treaty. 

XIII.  In  all  die  cases  of  restitution  agreed  upon  by 
the  present  treaty",  the  fortifications  shall  be  delivered  up 
in  the  state  in  which  they  may  have  been  at  the  time  of  the 
signature  of  the  preliminary  treaty ;  and  all  the  works 
which  shall  have  been  constructed  since  the  occupation  shall 
remain  untouched. 

It  is  farther  agreed,  that,  in  all  the  canes  of  cessioh 
fltipulated,  there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  inhabitante,  of 
whatever  condition  or  nation  they  may  be,  a  term  of  three 
years,  to  be  computed  fh>m  the  notification  of  this  present 
trea^,  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  their  proper^ 
ac(]|uired  and  possessed  either  before  or  during  the  war ;  in 
which  term  or  three  years  they  may  have  the  free  exercise 
tif  their  religion  and  enjoyment  of  their  property. 

The  same  privile;^  is  jrranted  in  the  countries  restored 
to  oil  those,  whether  mhabitanttf  or  others,  who  slutU  have 
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made  therein  any  eataUishments   whatsoever  during  the  BOOK  11. 

time  when  those  countries  were  iu  the  possession  of  ureat 

Britain. 

With  respect  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  countries  restored 
or  ceded,  it  is  agreed,  that  none  of  them  shall  be  prose- 
cuted, disturbed,  or  molested,  in  their  persons  or  proper- 
ties, under  any  pretext,  on  account  of  their  .oonciuct  or 
political  opinions,  pr  of  Uieir  attachment  to  any  of  the  coh- 
tracting  powers,  nor  on  any  other  account,  except  that  of 
debts  contracted  to  individuals,  or  on  account  of  acts  pos- 
terior to  the  present  treaty. 

XIV.  AD  sequestrations  imposed  by  any  of  the  parties 
on  the  funded  property,  revenues,  or  deUs,  of  whatever 
description,  belonging  to  any  of  the  contracting^  powers,  or 
to  their  subjects  or  citizens,  shall  be  taken  off  immediately 
after  the  signature  of  this  definitive  treaty;  The  decision 
of  all  claims  brought  forward  by  individuals,  the  subjects 
or  citizens  of  any  of  the  contracting  powers  respectively, 
against  individuals,  subjects,  or  citizens,  of  any  of  die 
others,  for  riffhts,  debts,  property,  or  effecfa  whatsoever, 
which,  according  to  received  usages  and  thi:  law  of  nations, 
ought  to  revive  at  the  period  of  peace,  shall  be  heard  and 
decided  before  competent  tribunals ;  and  in  all  cases  prompt 
and  ample  justice  shall  be  administered  in  the  conntries 
where  the  claims  were  made. 

XV.  The  fisheries  on  thtf  coast  of  Newfonndlaiid  and  of 
the  adjacent  islands,  and  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lanreiice,  are 
replaced  on  the  same  footing  on  which  they  were  previous 
to  Uie  war :.  the  French  fishermen  and  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Pierre  and  Bliquelon,  shaQ  have  the  mivilege-of  cutting 
such  wood  as  they  may  stand  in  need  of^  in  the  bays  of  Por^ 
tune  and  Despair,  for  the  space  of  one  year  from  the  date 
of  tiie  notification  of  the  present  treaty. 

XVI.  In  order  to  prevent  all  causes  of  complailit  and 
dispute  which  may  anse  on  account  of  prizes  which  may 
have  been  made  at  sea  after  the  signature  of  the  prelimin- 
anr  articles,  it  is  reciprocally  agreed,  that  the  veftsels  and 
effects  which  may  have  been  tucen  in  the  British  Channel, 
and  in  ihe  North  Sea,  after  the  space  of  twelve  dsjys,  to  be 
computed  from  the  exdiange  of  the  ratifications  orth«  said 
prehminary  articles,  shaQ  be  restored  on  eadi  side ;  that 
the  term  shall  be  one  month  from  the  British  Channel  and 
tlie  North  Seas,  as  far  as  the  Canary  islands  inclusivelv, 
whether  in  the  ocean  or  in  the  Mediterranean ;  two  montas 
from  the  said  Canary  islands  as  far  as  the  equator;  and, 
lastly,  five  months  in  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  without 
any  exception,  or  any  more  particular  description  of  time  or 
place. 

XVII.  The  ambassadors,  ministers,  and  other  alfeats 
of  the  contracting  powers,  shall  eiyoy  respectively,  in  Ihe 
states  of  the  said  powers,  the  same  rank,  privileges,  prero- 
gatives, and  immunities,  which  public  agents  of  the 
class  enjoyed  previous  to  the  war. 

XVIII.  llie  branch  of  the  house  of  Nassau, 
was  established  in  the  republic,  formeriy  called  theiepublic 
of  the  United  Provinces,  and  now  the  Bataviaa  republic, 
having  sufiered  losses  there,  as  well  in  private  property  as 
iu  consequence  of  the  change  of  constitution  adopted  in 
tliat  country,  an  adequate  compensation  shall  be  procured 
for  the  said  Inranch  of  the  house  of  Nassau  for  the  said 
losses. 

XIX.  The  present  definitive  treaty  of  peace  is  deolai^ 
eomnion  to  the  Sublime  Ottoman  Porte,  the  ally  of  his 
Britannic  majesty  ;  and  the  Sublime  Porte  shall  be  invited 
to  transmit  its  act  of  accession  thereto  with  the  shorteit 
delay  possible. 

XX.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  contracting  parties  shall* 
on  requisitions  made  by  tbem  respective^r,  or  by  their 
ministers  or  officers  duly  authorised  to  make  the  same, 
deliver  up  to  justice  persons  accused  of  crimes  of  murder, 
forgery,  or  fraudulent  bankruptcy,  committed  within  the 

jurisdiction  of  the  requiring  party,  provided  that  this  shaU 
6  A 


am 


BlStORt  OP  THfi  WAAS*  Set. 


■agh 


IfOOK  n.  be  doM  only  when  the  eridenoe  of  {be  CRnmafity  diafl  be 

.,  wowxthaHaetibti^  tt  tbaft  the  kwt  of  lie  eeontrr  where  the 

Chap.  XX.  f^i^O"*  *^  aocused  shall  be  found,  would  justify  his  mvre- 

Vj^'       /  fceiMMm  ind  oonumtment  for  trkl,  if  the  oifenee  had  brai 

ISdl      ^'^i^  eommitted.    The  expemee  of  such  appfehenmon  srid 

^^'^^       deliver^^  Shan  he  home  and  disfirayed  by  those  who  mafce  the 

le^iaitioii.      It  »  undenlood  that  this  artade  does  not 

mnurd  in  aqr  manner  erimes  of  mitfder,  forgery*  or  frsu- 

diuent  badoniptey,  conunitted  antecedenily  to  the  eondn- 

sionof  Ifaia  deftnitire  treaty. 

XXI.  The  contracting  pariies  promiM  to  dMMrre  sin- 
cerely and  hand  Jlde  dl  the  artides  ooutained  in  the  nresent 
trealyy  and  tiiey  will  not  suffer  the  same  to  he  inmiged, 
dire<»y.ar  indirectly,  by  dieir  respective  suUscts  or  dtiseas ; 
and  me  said  cwitracting  Pities  genendly  redproeally 
guaiantee  to  eadi  other  all  the  stipolations  of  the  present 
ireaiT. 

XXII.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  the  con- 
tracting parties  in  thirty  d^TS,  or  sooner,  if  possible,  and 
the  ratificBtioiia  shaft  be  excbiancpad  in  due  ibnn  at  Paris. 

In  witness  whereof,  we,  &e  undetwritten  irfenipoten- 
tiaries,  hare  signed  with  our  hands,  and  in  Tirtue<^our 
respectiTe  Mi  powers,  the  present  definitiTe  treaty,  add 
hare  caused  our  rai^ectvra  seals  to  be  affisDed  thereto. 

I>one  at  Amiens,  the  twenty-serenth  day  of  March, 
•BO  HMOsand  eight  hundred  and  two;  the  sixth  Ger- 
minal* year  ten  of  the  French  Republic. 

L.  8.)  CoKlfWALLlS. 

^  .  8.)  JosBpii  BoNAPAam. 

.  R)  J.  Nicholas  de  Azaxa. 

8,)  R.  J.   SdHMMILPEMNIllCB. 

9€pOWmm  ^IfUCffs 

IT  is  ■greedy  ^wt  the  omission  of  some  titles,  whidi 
amy  have  taken  ]daoe  in  the  present  treaty,  shall  not  be 
praudieial  to  iibe  powers  or  to  the  persons  concerned. 

It  is  fiolher  agreed,  that  the  English  and  Frendilan- 
guami  made  use  of  in  all  the  copies  of  the  present  treaty, 
dutU  not  ibrm  an  example,  which  may  be  alleged  or  ipioted 
^  apreeedent)  or  in  any  manner  prejudice  the  contracting 
powert  whose  languages  have  not  lieen  used ;  and  tint  fw 
^  future,  what  hu  bMi  observed,  and  ought  to  be  observ- 
ed, witib  regttd  to,  and  on  the  part  of,  powers  which  are  in 
Mctiee  and  possession  of  giving  and  receiving  copies  of 
like  treatiea  in  toy  odier  famguages,  shall  be  conformed  with ; 
the  present  treatv  having  neveraieless  the  same  force  and 
virtue  as  if  the  aroresaid  practice  had  been  therein  diserved. 

In  witness  whereof,  we,  the  underwritten  plenipo- 
tentisries  of  his  Britannic  M^esty ,  of  the  French  Hepublic, 
of  his  Catholic  Bf^^ei^,  and  of  the  Batavian  RepuUic,  hare 
signed  the  present  separate  article,  and  have  caused  our 
remeotive  seals  to  be  ained  thereto. 

0one  at  Amiens,  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Mardi,  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  two;  the  slxtii  Genoinal, 

year  ten  of  the  Frendi  republib. 

fL.  8.)  COBNWAIXIS. 

(L.  8.)  Joseph  Bonapabte.  * 

(L.  8.)  J.  Nicholas  de  Azaxa. 

(L.  8.)  R.  J.    8cBIlfMELPENlfUfCK. 

The  sacrifices    made   by  England  in  the 
abete  treaty,  were  both  numerous  and  important ; 


as  the  cessions  on  her  pare  consisted  of  all  tiie 
possessions  and  colonies  captured  or  acquired 
during  the  war,  with  the  exceptions  of  the 
Spanish  island  of  Trinidad,  and  the  Dutdi  pos* 
sessions  in  Ceylon.  It  was  howcTor  stipulated, 
in  behalf  of  her  alties,  that  the  territories  of  her 
most  faithful  majestyr  the  Queen  of  Portuga], 
were  to  be  maintained  in  their  integrity,  in  tbs 
same  manner  as  preriously  to  the  oommenceoient 
of  the  war ;  hut  an  agreement  was  entered  into 
in  opposition  to  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  this 
article,  that  the  limits  of  French  Guiana,  in 
America,  should  be  extended,  and  the  dominions 
of  Portugal  In  Europe  euHailed,  conformable  to 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Badi^Jos.  The 
house  of  Nassau  was  also  to  receive  an  adeqiuite 
emnpensation  for  its  losses  in  Holland;  yKit 
appeued  by  a  separate  declaration,  signed  oti 
the  same  da?  with  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  on  the 
part  of  the  French  and  the  JJutch  ministers,  that 
the  Batavian  Republic  was  not  to  furnish  any 
pari  of  the  indemnitv :  certain  it  is  thai  the  inter- 
position of  Great  Britain  excited  so  little  grat!«^ 
tude  in  the  bosom  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  that 
after  addressing  a'letter  to  the  king,  he  left  EUig- 
land  vritii  the  most  unequivocal  expressions  of 
disapprolmtion.  The  French  princes,  in  behalf 
of  whom  England  appeared  at  one  time  to  have 
armed,  and  for  whose  cause  the  kings  of  the 
continent  at  first  took  the  field,  were  left  unno*- 
ticed ;  while  the  unfortunate  house  of  Savoy,  the 
dominions  of  which  had  been  specifically  gua- 
ranteed, was  left  to  its  fate. 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  bloody  and 
important  contests  of  modem  times — ^a  contest  in 
wluch  not  one.  of  the  great  objects  originally 
aimed  at  by  any  of  the  belligerent  powers  was 
obtained  by  an  appeal  to  arms;  while,  on  the 
eontrary,  uiose  few  nations  which  stood  aloof 
during  tiie  struggle,  derived  immense  benefits 
from  their  prudence,  or  good  fortune.  The 
progress  and  issue  of  this  contest  sufficiently 
prove,  that  it  is  at  all  times  the  interest  of  Great 
Britain  to  saerifiee  freely  at  the  altar  of  peace ; 
to  ply  the  loom  and  the  shuttle ;  to  cultivate  the 
surface  of  the  earth  for  the  products  of  agricul« 
ture ;  to  raise  the  minerals  from  its  bowels,  for 
the  purposes  of  social  life ;  to  unbind  the  sail  of 
commerce  to  the  ^e ;  and  never  to  engage  in 
any  but  a  just  and-  necessary  war,  the  aim  o$ 
which  is  defined,  and  the  object  attainable. 
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THE  exertions  of  Brhaiii  during  the  revo- 
luttonary  war  were  unequalled  perhaps  in  the 
annals  of  nations.  Two  hundred  sail  of  line-of- 
1»attle  ships ;  a  military  force  of  more  than  half  a 
million  of  men  ;  nearly  twenty  millions  sterling 

Said  in  loans  and  subsidies,  a  public  debt  before 
eemed  intolerable,  enlarged  to  a  frightful  mag- 
nitude ;  and  an  immense  annual  taxation  doubled  : 
8uch  were  the  efforts  and  sacrifices  made  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  war,  to  the  period  of  the 
ratincation  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace^ 
succeeded  by  the  uefinitive  treaty  of  Amiens. 

No  nation  ever  suffered  eaual  priyations 
with  equal  constancy,  llie  stockholder  beheld 
the  value  of  his  capital  diminished  more  than  one 
half,  the  peasant  and  the  artisan  saw  the  price 
of  the  loaf  doubled,  while  the  higher  classes  of 
society  yielded  to  the  fiscal  regulations,  known 
by  the  names  of  the  triple  assessment  and  the 
income-tax.  During  the  course  of  this  confiict, 
Britain  was  victorious  in  every  sea,  and  success- 
ful in  every  naval  battle ;  the  capture  of  nearly 
five  hundred  ships  of  war,  of  which  upwards  of 
eighty  were  ships  of  the  line,  fuUv  attests  this 
memorable  fact,  and  exhibits  nobler  trophies 
than  were  ever  won  before  by  any  other  nation. 
Nor  was  any  quarter  of  the  globe  exempt  from 
her  conquests ;  In  America  she  acquired  Tobago, 
part  of  St.  Domingo,  the  whole  of  Martiuico,  St. 
Lucia,  and  Guadaioupe,  from  the  French ;  Trini- 
^dad  from  the  Spaniards ;  and  Demerary,  Isse- 
quibo,  Surinam,  Curracoa,  Berbice,  and  St. 
]$ustatia,  from  the  Dutch.  In  the  East  Indies, 
PondicherrVy  Malacca^  Ceylon,  Amboyna,  and 
Banda,  yielded  either  to  her  arms  or  inflaenoe. 
In  Africa,  Goree,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  Egypt^  by  turns  confessed  the  sway  of 
tlie  conqueror ;  while  in  Europe,  Toulon,  Mi* 
norca,  Corsica,  and  Malta,  either  surrendered 
by    oapitulatton  or  were  subjugated    by  force. 


Scarcely  any  state  in  want  of  treasure  or  assist-  BOOK  11. 
ance,  but  was  either  supplied  with  the  wrealth, 
or  protected  by  the  fleets  and  armies  of  this  CfBAP.XXI, 
nation ;  and  no  less  than  two  emperors,  three  ^"*T2ii*^ 
kings,   one   queen,  and  a  multitude  of  petty     ^^ 
princes,  were  in  succession  ranked  among  her 
subsidiaries.    In  addition  to  this,  and  by  a  rare 
instance  of  good  fortune,  hitherto  unexampled 
in  any  history,    although  the  manufactures  of 
England  drooped,  and  many  of  her  artisans  were 
forced  by  dir^  necessity  to  wield  the  arms  they 
had  before  fabricated,  yet  her  commerce  flourish* 
ed  and  even  increased  during  the  war. 

This  tide  of  prosperity  was,  however,  pro« 
ductive  of  but  little  permanent  advantage ;  for 
after  tiie  expenditure  of  the' lives  of  at  least  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  of  her  subjects,  and 
some  hundreds  of  millions  of  money,  the  island 
of  Ceylon,  in  the  Indian,  and  that  of  Trinadad^ 
ill  the  Atlantic  ocean,  were  all  that  remained  of 
her  numerous  conquests. 

The  second  session  of  the  imperial  parlia* 
ment  of  Great  Britain  was  opened  on  the  30tb 
of  October,  1801,  by  the  king  in  person,  who  in  a 
speech  from  the  throne  announced  the  favourable 
conclusion  of  the  negociation  begun  during  the 
last  session  of  parliament.  His  majesty  at  the 
same  time  declared  his  satisfaction,  Uiat  the 
difference  which  at  that  time  existed  with  the 
northern  powers,  had  been  a4}usted  by  aconven* 
tion  with  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  to  which  the 
Kings  of  Denmark  and  of  Sweden  bad  expressed 
their  readiness  to  accede,  and  by  whioh  ^^tbe 
essential  rights  for  which  we  contended  were 
secured."  He  dien  proceeded  to  state,  that 
**  preliminaries  of  peace  had  also  been  ratified 
between  himself  and  the  French  Republic ;  and 
he  trusted  that  this  important  arrangement,  while 
it  manifested  the  josttce  and  moderation  of  his 
views,    would  also  be  found  conducive  to  tl\c^ 
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DOCK  II.  substantial  interests  of  this  country^  and  honotir- 

able  to  the  Britiah  character.*' 

In  the  house  of  peers  tilie  address  was  moved 
by  Lord  Bolton,  who  observed  that  it  was  a 
magnificent  triumph  for  England  to  make  peace 
in  the  very  midst  of  her  conquests,  from  the 
frozen  sea  of  the  north,  to  the  pillars  of  Her- 
cules in  the  south,  and  from  Africa  to  the  remotest 
shores  of  Asia  and  America.  His  lordship  con- 
trasted, on  this  occasion,  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  with  that  of  Germany,  which  he  styled 
*'  disunited ;  parricidal,  and  treacherous.''  Our 
allies,  he  said,  had  in  an  evil  hour  chosen  to 
desert  us,  and  we  had  been  left  to  fight  the 
battle  ourselves ;  but  the  struggle  was  glorious, 
and  the  termination  happy.  At  the  period  when 
the  peace  was  made  it  was  evident  that  the 
integrity  of  Europe  could  not  be  preserved ;  had 
this  been  possible  it  would  have  been  effected  by 
the  power  of  Great  Britain. 


Si  Pergama  dextrS 

Defend!  poesent,  etiam  b&c  defensa  faissent.    TmoiL. 

The  Duke  of.  Bedford,  in  a  speech  which 
contained  much  censure  of  the  late,  aod  praise  of 
the  present,  administration,  declared  his  cordial 
concurrence  in  the  address,  which  was  carried 
unanimously. 

In  the  nouse  of  commons  Mr.  Fox  expressed 
the  same  sentiments  of  approbation  respecting 
the  peace,  in  which  he  was  warmly  seconded  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  who  described  the  peace  as  glorious 
and  honourable.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, the  late  secretary  at  war,  avowed  his  en- 
tire disapprobation  of  the  preliminary  treaty  re- 
cently signed  with  France,  and  declared  himself 
to  be  a  solitary  mourner  in  the  midst  of  public 
rejoicings.  In  signing  that  treaty  he  thought 
that  his  honourable  friends,  the  present  ministers, 
had  signed  the  death-warrant  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  adverting  to  the  terms  in 
which  Mr.  Pitt  had  spoken  of  the  peace,  said 
that  he  could  not  agree  that  the  conditions  were 


glorious  and  honourable.  It  was,  in  his  opinion, 
a  peace  of  which  every  one  was  glad,  but  no 
one  proud.  It  was  such  a  sort  of  peace  as 
might  be  expected  after  such  a  sort  of  war — a 
war  the  most  pernicious  in  which  this  country 
had  ever  been  engaged  ;  and  the  peace  was  per- 
haps as  good  as  any  minister  could  make,  consi- 
dering the  circumstances  in  which  we  were  placed. 
The  motion  was  finally  carried  with  the  same 
unanimity  as  in  the  other  house. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  the  subject  of  the 
preliminary  treaty  was  takeu  formally  into  con- 
sideration oy  the  lords,*  and  a  decided  ouposi- 
tion  to  the  terms  of  the  peace  expressed  ny  the 
Earls  Spencer,  Caernarvon,  and  Fitzwilliam,  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham,  Lord  Grenville,  and 
the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph.  The  treaty  was  de- 
fended by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  the  Earls  of  Moira,  Westmoreland, 
and  St.  Vincent,  Lords  Hobart  and  Pelbam,  and 
the  Bishop  of  London.  On  this  occasion.  Lord 
Nelson  avowed  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  Malta, 
in  a  naval  and  political  view,  was  of  trivial  con- 
sequence, being  at  too  great  a  distance  from  Tou- 
lon to  watch  the  French  fleet  in  that  port.  In 
time  of  peace,  his  lordship  said,  Malta  would  have 
required  a  garrison  of  seven  thobsand  men,  and 
a  much  larger  force  in  time  of  war,  without  being 
of  any  real  utility.  The  island  of  Minorqa  also, 
he  declared  to  be  of  no  importance  as  a  naval 
station  ;  neither  did  he  consider  the  settlement  of 
the  Cape  as  of  any  great  value.  The  war  had 
indeed  been  long,  but  he  believed  his  majesty  had 
seized  the  first  opportunity  of  making  peace,  and 
the  conditions  he  was  cotivinced  were  the  most 
advantageous  that  could  be  procured  under  ex- 
isting circumstances.  In  this  opinion  the  bouse 
concurred,  and  the  address  was  earned  by  a 
majority  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  to  tea 
voices. 

On  the  same   day,   a   similar  address  was 
moved  in  the  house    of  commons ;    when  the 


*  By  the  preliminary  treaty,  on  i^hich  the  defini^ve  treaty  already  quoted  was  gronaded,  his  Britaiinic  MEafesty 
agreed  to  restore  to  the  French  republic  and  her  allies  all  the  possessions  and  colonies  conquered  by  the  British  arms 
during  the  war—the  island  of  Trinidad,  and  the  Dutch  possessions  in  Ceylon,  excepted ;  It  was  further  stipulated,  thai 
**  the  port  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  shall  be  open  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  two  contraeling  parties,  who 
shall  enjoy  therein  the  same  advantages.  The  island  of  Malta,  with  its  dependencies,  shall  he  evacuated  by  the 
troops  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  restored  to  the  order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem.  And  for  the  purpose  of  ren- 
ndering  this  island  completely  independent  of  either  of  the  two  contracting  parties,  it  shall  be  placed  under  the 
guarantee  and  protection  of  a  third  power,  to  be  agreed  up6n  in  the  definitive  treifty.  Cgypt  shaft  be  restored  to 
the  SuUime  Porte,  whose  territories  and  possessions  shall  be  preserved  entire,  such  as  they  existed  previously  to 
tlie  present  war.  The  territories  and  possessions  of  her  most  faithful  majesty  shaU  likewise  he  preserved  entire. 
The  French  forces  shall  evacuate  the  kingdom  of  Naples  aad  the  Roman  territory.  The  English  ibices  shall  in 
like  maoner  evacuate.  Porto  Ferr^o,  and  generally  all  the  ports  and  islands  which  they  may  occupy  in  the 
Mediterraneau  or  the  Adriatic.  The  republic  of  the  Seven  Islands  shall  be  acknowledged  by  tlie  French  n^poblie. 
The  fisheries  on  the  coasts  of  Newfoundland,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lafrrenoe,  shall  be  restored  to  the  sanae  foot- 
ing on  which  they  were  before  the  present  war.  And  iinally,  plenipotentiaries  shall  he  named  on  each  side,  who 
vhall  repair  to  Amiens  for  the  purpose  of  concluding  It  definitive  treaty  of  peace  in  concert  with  the  allies  of  the 
"Contracting  parties." 
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treaty  of  peace  \ras  Tigoroualy  assailed  by  Mr. 
Windbam,    Mr.   Thomas    Grenville,  and  Lord 
Temple.    Mr.  Pitt  said  that  it  was  his  misfor- 
tuQB  to  differ  oo  this  occasion  from  those  with 
wham  it  bad  been  bis  happiness  to  liye  in  habits 
of  the  striotest  friendship.    He  did  not  pretend 
to  state  that  this  peace  fully  answered  all  hU 
wishes;  bat  the  goYernment  had  obtained  the 
best  terms  in  their  power;  and  the  conditions 
were  such  as  could  not  be  rejected  without  in« 
curring  the  imputation  of  continuing  the  war 
without    any   adequate  necessity.      He   spoke 
highly  of  tne  value  of  the  conquests  we  had 
retained — Ceylon  and  IVinidad :  and  though  he 
would  not  depreciate  the  importance  of  Malta, 
he  thought  it,  compared  with  the  Indies,  but  a 
secondary  consideration.      It  appeared  to  him 
sound    poliey  rather  t0  place  Malta  under  the 
protection  of  a  third  power  capable  of  defending 
it,  than,  by  retaining  that  island  ourselves,  to 
mortify  the  pride  and  attract  the  jealousy  of  the 
enemy.    He  asserted  that  the  resources  of  the 
country  ought  not  to  be  lavished  away  in  eon* 
tinning  a  contest  with  (he  certainty  of  an  enor- 
mous expense,  and  when  it  was  by  no  means  clear 
that  we  might  not  ultimately  be  obliged  to  sit 
,.  down  in  a  worse  relative  situation  than  at  pre<- 
sent.     He  would  not  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
bouse    by  going  back  to  the  origin  of  the  war| 
but  peace  being  now  happily  restored,  forbear* 
anoe  of  language,  and  terms  of  respect,  were 
proper. 

Mr.  Fox  expressed  his  cordial  concurrence 
in  the  address.    Upon  the  vlhole,  and  in  refer* 
ence  to  situation  and  cik'cumstances,  he  regarded 
the  peace  as  both  safe  and  honourable.    A  glo- 
rious peace  he  could  not  style  it,  for  such  a  peace 
could  be  the  result  only  ol  a  glorious  war.     He 
oonfested  himself  not  one  of  diose  who  deemed 
Ceylon  or  Trinidad  preferable  to  Malta ;  but  by 
insisting  on  Malta  or  the  Cape,  either  the  war 
would  have  been  prolonged,  or  a  loss  of  national 
dignity  sustained  by  making  the  concession  on 
our  part  from  compulsion ;  for  these  were  points 
which  he  oonceived  France  would  never  have 
yielded.  He  commended  ministers  for  not  having 
sought  to  dd^ude  the   nation  by  the  jargon  m 
their  predecessors;  and  by  senseless  assertionn 
of  the  French  nation  being  now  on  the  verge^ 
and  now  in  the  very  gulf  of  bankruptcy.    T&y 
iustlv  considered  Fiance  as  a  great  and  formida«* 
ble  foe,  in  treating  with  whom  they  had  vrisely 
teaapwed  firmness  of  conduct  with  mod^atioB  of 
tone.    As  to  the  real  object  of  the  war,  Mr,  Fox 
confessed   that   he  always  understood  it  to  be 
the  restoration  of  the  house  of  Bourbon.    Not 
thut  it  was  the  sine  qua  non;  but  he  contended 
that  the  late  ministers  had  avowed  it  with  con- 
fidence,   prosecuted  it  with    perseverance,  and 
relinquished    it  with  reluctance.      Not   having 
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been  able  to  obtain  their  end,  it  was  now  allowed  JkOOtt  It 

that  the  nation  nStast  content  itself  with*  gaining 

its  secondary  purpose.    But  what  rational  person  Ohap.XXI. 
had  ever  deemed  this  secondary  purpose  to  bfe  ^"^^^T^ 
obtained  by  the  acquisition  of  Ceyten  and  Trl«-      *^"^ 
nidad  ?     Who  would  have  thought  that  thos^ 
who  for  do  many  years  entertaiAra  such  grand 
and  magnificent  design^,  should  at  last  content 
themselves  with  Ceylon  in  the  east,  andTrinidsid 
in  the  west,  wrested  too  from  our  former  alHes, 
Holland  and  Spain,  by  way  of  indemnity  against 
the  ambitious  projects  of  France. 

The  terms  of  the  treaty  were  zealously  de- 
fended by  Lo^d  Hawkesbury,  and  the  Other 
members  of  adtninistration,  on  groUAds  analo- 
gous to  those  argned  upon  by  Mr.  Pitt ;  and 
the  house  and  the  country,  wearied  of  th6 
war,  were  easily  impressed  by  the  reasoning  of 
ministers  in  fav6ur  of  peace.  The  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  concluded  the  debate  with  som^ 
judicious  and  conciliatory  observatioils  :  h^  re- 
marked that  the  doty  of  negociation  commenced 
when  all  hopes  of  continental  aid  in  checking  the 
power  of  Fratice  was  at  an  end.  We  had  closed 
the  contest,  he  maintatiled,  on  our  part,  with 
honour.  But  he  ackn6wledged  it  to  depend 
upon  the  Wisdom  of  government,  whether  this 
peace  should  be  a  blessing  or  a  misfortune  to  the 
country.  He  oould  only  say,  that  as  it  h&d  been 
made  sincerely,  it  should  be  ^ept  falthfUlly.  No 
encouragement  should  be  given  to  any  person  ill 
this  realm  to  subvert  the  present  goternment  of 
France  ;  and  a  line  of  conduct  ou^t  to  be  pur- 
sued, not  of  suspicio0  and  jealdusy,  but  of  pru- 
dence and  circumspe6tidn  ;  AAd  it  woula  be 
necesstury,  he  adthitted,  "  to  provide  means  of 
security  never  before  known  iii  times  of  peace.*^ 
The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  convention  With  Russia  occupied  the 
early  attention  of  p^liatnent.  On  the  13th  of 
November,  the  iLrticles  of  the  treaty  having  been 
laid  before  the  hotlse  of  peers,  the  Earl  of  Dank- 
ley  moved  an  address  or  thanks  and  approbation 
to  the  throne.  This  address  was  vehemently 
opposed  by  Lord  Grenville,  who  condemned  the 
treaty  in  almost  all  its  provisions ;  and,  from  the 
tenor  6f  bis  lordship's  remarks,  it  was  obvious 
that  no  Bccommodatioh  with  th^  ilorth^ii  poWers 
could  have  taken  plaee^  under  the  admmistra* 
tion  which  had  recently  Been  dissolved.  On  the 
same  day,  on  a  similar  address  having  been 
moved  in  the  house  of  commons,  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury, with  frankness  and  candour,  observed, 
'^  that  the  treaty  did  enough  ;  it  substantiated 
our  rights — ^it  respected  those  of  our  advei*sa- 
riei ;  add  without  arrogating  more  superiority 
than  was  meet,  contained  an  ample  recognition 
of  all  that  was  essential  to  us  as  the  first  ma-> 
ritime  power  of  the  globe.'*  The  question  was 
carried  in  both  houses  without  a  division. 
S  B 
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BOOK  II.  SooD  after  the  Christmas  recess,  the  chan- 

— '  cellor  of  the  exchequer  called  the  attention  of  the 

CoAP.XXl.  house  to  certain  papers  before  them,  relative  to 
^■<?Jjr*^  the  civil  list,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the 
•  -  pecuniary  ai&irs  of  the  sovereign  were  again 
deeply  in  arrears ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  examine  the  accounts  now  presented  to  the 
house.  In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  Mr. 
Manners  Sutton,  solicitor  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
advanced  a  claim  of  right  on  the  part  of.  the 
jprince  against  the  crown,  or  rather  against  the 
public,  for  the  amount  of  the  revenues  of  the 
duchy  of  Cornwall,  received  during  his  mi- 
nority, and  applied  to  the  use  of  the  civil  list, 
which  must  otherwise  have  been  supplied  from 
other  sources.  The  aggregate  of  the  sums  so 
received,  on  an  accurate  estimate,  appeared  to 
be  little  less  than  four  hundred  thousand  pounds. 
Mr.  Fox  declared  strongly  in  favour  of  the  equity 
of  this  claim,  but  admitted  that  the  sums  voted 
for  the  payment  of  the  princess  debts  ought  to 
be  deducted  from  the  balance  accruing  to  the 
jprince. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts 
of  the  civil  list  was  taken  into  consideration: 
when  it  appeared  that  a  debt  amounting  lo  no 
less  than  nine  hundred  and  ninety  thousand 
pounds  bad  been  contracted  since  die  passing 
of  Mr.  Burke's  reform  bill,  exclusive  of  the  ar* 
rears  discharged  in  the  years  1784  and  1786, 
and  that  since  that  time  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  had  been  wholly  neglected.  After  a  long 
and  animated  discussion,  this  sum  was  voted 
by  the  house  :  but  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
allowed  that  measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  pre* 
▼ent  in  future  any  such  accumulation  of  debt. 
Two  days  after,  Mr.  Manners  Sutton  brought 
forward  the  question  of  the  claim  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales  to  Uie  arrears  of  the  revenues  arising 
from  the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  and  concluded  with 
moving  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
inquire  what  sums  were  due  to  his  royal  highness 
from  that  quarter.  The  chancellor  of  the  exche* 
quer  considered  it  as  inconsistent  with  his  duty 
to  concur  in  this  motion.  As  to  the  legal  ques- 
tion he  did  not  pretend  to  decide  upon  it ;  but 
he  thouffht  the  discussion  ought  not  to  be  en- 
tertained in  that  house  -,  not  at  least  till  it  ap- 
peared in  proof,  that  on  application  for  redress, 
supposing  the  wrong  to  exist,  relief  could  not  be 
obtained  elsewhere.  He  i^oncluded  by  moving 
the  order  of  the  day,  which,  after  a  long  debate, 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  to  one  hundred  and  three  voices. 

The  commencement  of  the  present  year  was 
signalized  by  the  death  of  several  distinguished 
personages.    On  the  38Ui  of  January  expired, 


after  a  long  and  painful  illness,  John  Fitzg^bbon, 
Earl  of  Clare,  and  Lord  High  Cfaancellor  of  Ire- 
land.    This  nobleman  possessed,  from  situatioD 
and  character,  a  powerful  ascendency  over  the 
affairs  of  that  country  at  a  most  critical  period 
of  its  history.      In  the    elevated    and  arduous 
situation  of  lord  chancellor,   to  which   he  was 
advanced   in  the  year  1789,  he  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  office  with  a  manly  decision,  and 
commanding  ability,  that  extoit€^  the  applause 
of  his  political  adversaries.     But  an  a  politician 
he  was  imperious  in  his  deportment,  and  inflexi- 
ble in  his  purpose.     All  concessions  and  con- 
ciliation on  the  part  of  government  he  deemed 
.weakness  ;  and  Knew  no  other  method  of  govern- 
ing but  by  the  strong  arm  of  power«  The  earl  was 
succeeded  in  the  chancellorship  of  Ireland  by 
Sir  John  Milferd,  speaker  of  the  British  house 
of  commons,  who,  exclusive  of  his  great  pro- 
fessional reputation,  was  the  mover  of  the  act 
of  toleration  in  favour  of  the  Enfflish  catholics. 
Upon  him  the  title  of  Lord  Redesdale  was  con- 
ferred ;  and  the  speaker^s  chair   was  filled  by 
Charles  Abbo^  Esq.  a  lawver  of  eminence  and 
activity  in  business,  and  who  had  the  merit  of 

{possessing  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
orms,  usages,  and  customs  of  the  house. 

A  strUiing  contrast  to  one  part  of  this  por- 
trait was  exhibited  in  the  character  of  Francis, 
Duke  of  Bedford,  who,  after  an  illness  of  a  fev 
days*  duration,  died  at  the  family  mansion  ol 
Woburn  Abbey,  on  the  3d  of  March,  having  not 

5et  completed  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  his  age. 
:he  grief  for  the  less  of  this  distinguished  oo^ 
bleman   might  be   styled  national.       **  Boro/' 
says  an  eminent  statesman,*  ^^in  a  sitnationio 
which  it  was  most  difficult  to   keep  pure  thf 
affections    of  the  heart,   and  to   cultivate  tte 
faculties  of  the  understanding  ;  possessed  wbes 
yet  a  child  of  high  honours  and  a  princely  for- 
tune;   and  surrounded  by  dangers  which  bare 
perverted  and  corrupted  the  best  disposed  minds; 
yet,  in  the  midst  of  affluence,  and  the  means  of 
eiyoyment  he  had  taught  himself  all  the  virtues 
of  adversity.    If  his  condition  was  thatofcdj- 
bacy,'*  continued  Mr.  Fox,  "  it  was  only  so  in 
one  sense,  tliat  he  has  left  behind  him  no  chUdren 
to  lament  his  untimely  end,  and  to  imitate  bis 
brilliant  example.     But  if  all  those  are  to  be 
considered  as  our  children  whom  we  have  dbe* 
rished  and  protected,  whom  we  have  rendered 
happy  by  our  good  offices,  and  whom  «« bave 
bound   to    us  by  all   the    ties  of  a£bctiofl  and 
gratitude,   no    man    ever  had  a   hanWj  ino^ 
numerous,  nor  was  ever  more  piously  lamented. 
There  are  some  families,*'    exclaimed  the  ow^ 
tor,    "  of  whom  it  may  be  remarked,  ,**^*^ 
love  of  public  virtue  is  hereditary ;  and  is  it  then 
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tiBDatural  ia  a  descendant  of  the  great  Earl  of 
iBedford  and  of  Lord  Russel  to  be  animated  by  a 
ferrent  love,  and  to  discover  more  than  a  com* 
mon  leaning  towards  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people  of  England.  But  let  it  not  be  supposed 
that  in  thus  expressing  myself  I  mean  only  to 
Btrew  flowers  over  the  grave  of  the  deceased. 
No !  it  is  for  the  sake  of  impressing  his  great 
example  upon  the  public ;  it  is  that  men  may  see 
it,  that  they  may  feel  it ;  that  they  may  talk  of  it 
in  their  domestic  circles,  and  hold  it  up,  when- 
ever it  can  be  imitated,  to  their  children  and  to 
posterity.'*' 

A  tiiird  person  who  departed  this  life  nearly 
at  the  same  period,  was  the  Chief  Justice  of 
England,  Lloyd,  Lord  Kenyon.  This  noble 
judge,  though  irascible  in  his  temper,  was  honest 
IB  his  intentions,  learned  in  his  profession,  and 
impartial  in  his  administration  of  public  justice. 
Hjs  parliamentarv  talents  were  oi  little  estima- 
tion ;  but  his  judicial  attainments  were  great, 
and  upon  them  alone  he  sought  to  build  his  fame. 
He  was  the  advocate  of  virtue,  and  the  inflexible 
punisher  of  vice,  however  great  or  powerful  the 
offender.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Attorney- 
General,  Edward  Law,  a  distinguished  lawyer, 
who  was  created  on  his  promotion  to  the  chief- 
justiceship  a  peer  of  the  realm,  under  the  title  of 
Lord  EUenborough. 

On  the  29th  of  March,  soon  after  the  signa- 
ture of  the  definitive  treaty^  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  listening  to  the  voice  of  the 
nation,  expressed  by  petitions,  gave  notice  of  his 
intention  to  repeal  the  tax  imposed  by  the  late 
minister  upon  income,  Mr.  Addington  acknow- 
ledged the  burthen  of  the  tax  to  be  very  griev- 
ous ;  though  the  necessities  of  the  state  had 
rendered  its  adoption  necessarv ;  but  as  this  im- 
post was  originally  proposed  as  a  war-tax,  it 
should  cease  with  the  occasion  that  had  given  it 
birth. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  the  minister  brought 
forward  his  plan  of  finance  for  the  year ;  and  a 
more  arduous  task  no  person  occupying  his 
station  everliad  to  encounter.  The  income-tax 
had  been  mortgaged  by  Mr.  Pitt,  for  the  sum  of 
jf  56,445,000,  three  per  cents,  for  which  the  pre- 
sent minister,  in  consequence  of  the  repeal  oithis 
tax,  was  obliged  to  make  provision.  The  loan 
for  Great  Britain  be  stated  at  twenty-three  mil- 
lions ;  the  capital  in  the  different  funds,  created 
by  the  conversion  of  eight  millions  and  a  half  of 


exchequer  bills  into  stock,  previous  to  the  Christ-  BOOK  IL 
mas  recess,  was  eleven  million^  one  hundred  and  ■ 
thirty-eight  thousand  and  sixty-two  pounds,  and  ChapJCCL 
the  aggregate  sum  for  which  interest  was  to  '^^C^Jj!^'^ 
be  provided,  appeared  to  be  no  less  than  ninety-  i^^OS 
seven  millions  nme  hundred  and  thirty -four  thou-*' 
sand  one  hundred  and  thirty -seven  pounds,  the  iji- 
terest  of  which  was  stated  at  three  millions  one 
hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand  pounds.  To 
defray  this  enormous  demand,  very  heavy  addi* 
tional  duties  were  imposed  on  beer,  malt,  and 
hops.  A  considerable  increase  was  also  made  to 
the  assessed  taxes ;  and  the  last  article  to  which 
ministers  had  recourse  at  this  crisis,  was  a  tax  on 
imports  and  exports,  being  a  modification  of  the 
convoy  duty.  The  produce  of  the  new  duties 
combined  he  estimated  at  four  millions,  an  excess 
whi(;h  co^ipensated  for  the  deficiency  of  divers  of 
the  taxes  imposed  in  the  course  of  the  war.  In 
the  progress  of  the  business  of  revenue,  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  proposed  and  carried 
into  effect  several  imnortant  alterations  in  the 
sinking  fund  bills  of  Mr.  Pitt.  The  last  or  new 
fund,  provided  for  liquidating  the  debt  contract^ 
since  the  year  1786,  was  much  larger  than  the 
original  fund  established  for  the  liquicktion  of 
tlie  old  debt,  contracted  prior  to  tnat  period* 
These  two  funds  the  minister  proposed  to 
consolidate,  and  to  perpetuate,  till  the  whole  of 
the  debt,  both  old  and  new,  should  be  completely 
liquidated.  The  original  fund  had  now  risen  to 
two  millions  five  hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand 
one  hundred  and  eighty- seven  pounds,  and  the 
new  to  three  millions  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-three  pounas. 
making  together  five  millions  eight  hundred  and 
nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty  pounds* 
The  debt  contracted  previous  to  the  year  1786^ 
amounted  to  something  more  than  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-nine  millions ;  and  the  new  debt 
amounted  to  nearly  three  hundred  millions^ 
something  less  than  forty  millions  having  been 
redeemed  by  the  old,  and  upwards  of  twenty 
millions  by  the  operation  of  the  new  fund* 
The  whole  of  the  existing  funded  debt,  includ- 
ing the  loan  of  the  present  year,  was  conse^ 
quently  about  five  hundred  and  forty  millions ; 
the  interest  of  which  amounted  annually  to  the 
vast  sum  of  upwards  of  seventeen  millions.* 
This  amazing  debt  would^  nevertheless,  by  the 
wonder-working'  operation  of  the  sinking  fund 
appropriated  to  its  fiquidation,  supposing  that 
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which  the  contractors  for  the  Ellg^Hsh  loan  had 
agreed  to  furnish  upon  the  same  terms.  Mr. 
Corry  at  the  same  time  proposed  several  ne\^ 
taxes,  necessary  to  defray  the  interest  of  these 
new  loans,  which  were  agreed  to ;  not,  hnweTer^ 
without  some  poignant  animadversions  from 
several  of  the  Irish  members,  who  represented 
the  state  of  that  country  as  very  critical  and 
alarming. 

On  the  ^th  of  April,  Mr.  Addinfton  moved 
for  a  bill,  to  continue,  till  the  tst  of  March,  1813, 
the  restrictions  on  payments  in  specie  at  the  bank, 
a  motion  that  was  carried  with  little  opposition. 
Indeed,  in  the  actual  circnmstances  of  the  country, 
this  was  a  measure  not  so  much  of  prudence  as  of 
necessity. 

A  vote  of  censure  on  the  former  administra- 
tion was,  on  the  l^th  of  the  same  month,  formally 
moved  by  Sir  Francis  Burdett.  But  as  a  tote 
of  censure  upon  that  body,  by  the  present  house 
of  commons,  would  have  been  a  sentence  of  con« 
demnation  against  itself,  there  was  little  pro- 
priety in  the  motion,  and  still  less  prospect  of 
its  success.  A  twelve  months  and  upwards  had 
moreover  now  elapsed  since  their  resignation, 
and  it  seemed  almost  hidicrous  to  bring  forward 
at  this  late  period  a  direct  charge  against  them. 
I'hts  motion  was  strenuously  opposed  by  the 
supporters  of  the  measures  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  his 
colleagues,  and  Lord  Belt^rave  moved,  as  an 
atnendment  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett*^  motion, 
^  that  the  thanks  of  this  house  be  returned  to  his 
majesty^s  late  ministers,  foi*  their«minent  Services, 
in  the  exertions  they  made  to  preserve  to  ns 
unimpaired  the  blessings  we  enjoyed  during  ifre 
whole  of  the  late  tjontest."  The  speaker  haTing 
suggested  the  irregularity  of  this  proceecting, 
the  motion  of  amendment  was,  at  tiie  request  ot 
Mr.  Pitt  himself,  withdrawn  ;  and  the  original 
proposition  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  two 
hundred  and  forty-six  to  thirty-nine  voices. 

A  motion,  yet  more  strange  and  absurd,  was 
made  on  the  7th  of  May  followinfi^,  by  Mr.  Niehol, 
for  an  address  to  his  tpajesty,  thanking  him  for 

r 

*  Th«  Sinking  or  O»n$oli4at^  Fimd  wai  first  esteUishcMl  in  its  present  form  liy  Mfr.  Pitt,  ia  the  year  1780,  bat 
the  pnblic  arc  indtbUtd  to  tbat  consauiaate  fiaaiicter,I>r.  Price,  for  tbe  fouiidatiaa  upon  wbtchthis  pillar  to  pubKc  eredal  was 
ereeteiL§  The  fund  in  question  is  formed  by  the  appropriaiioD  of  one  million  a  year,  wbieh  is  rogalarly  sol  apirt  for  the 
Mquidatioo  of  the  natioasl  debt;  and  to  wbicb  are  added  such  gOTernment,  temporary,  aad  life annottits>  as  aiayfiJI  ia 
during  each  ycair.  These  sams  constitolf;  a  principal,  which,  being  placed  at  compound  inlerest,  and  safered  to  aeeamalate, 
bad,  M  eariy  as  the  year  1802,  extioguisbed  aearly  sixty  millions  of  the  public  debt.  The  advantage  of  sudi  a  fbadlis  ialiMi^ 
and  its  product  ought  to^be  held  as  a  sacred  deposit  never  to  be  touched.  ''  A  nation,  wben  it  applies  the  income  of  soeb  a 
fund  to  current  expenses  rather  than  to  the  redemption  of  its  debts,  chooses  to  lose  tbe  benefit  of  compound  interest,  in 
order  to  avoid  paying  simple  interest — and  the  loss  in  this  case  is  equal  to  the  difference  between  the  increase  of  money  at 
eompouad  and  simple  interest.  The  following  caleaUtioa  will  shew  what  that  difference  is : — One  penny  pat  o«it  at  oar 
Saviour's  birtb,  to  five  per  cent  ean^^aund  nUerut,  would,  in  the  year  17^1,  have  iacreased  to  a  g^reater  oam  than  woaM  he 
eontatned  in  three  hundred  millions  of  earths,  all  of  solid  gold !  But  if  put  out  to  tmple  iutertit,  it  would,  in  tbe 
time,  have  amounted  to  no  more  than  seven  shillings  and  sixpence !  All  governments  that  alienate  funds  destined  for 
Imrseroents,  choose  to  improve  money  in  the  last  rather  than  in  the  first  of  these  ways.*'    P&icB  o»  Public  Credit ^ 

I  See  Mr«  WCb  letter  to  Dr.  Price^  inserted  in  Morgan*!  Obsenatioas  on  Revenionary  Pajrmeiits,  Vol  I.  p.  fW-U 
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lK)OK  It  ftand  improved  at  the  arerafe  interest  of  four 

pi^r  cent,   per  annum  only,  he  completdy  dis- 

-CaApXXI.  eharfed  in  the  comparatively    short  period  of 
thirty-four  years.* 

On  concluding  his  speech  on  this  occasion  in 
the  hduse  of  commons,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  made  use  of  the  following  remarkable 
words :  ^  When  I  look  hack  to  the  conduct  of 
tUs  house  and  of  the  Country,  to  their  united 
wisdom  and  vigour  for  the  last  nine  years,  it  is 
with  pride  and  satisfaction.  When  I  look  for- 
ward to  the  prospect  hefore  us,  it  is  with  hope. 
I  trust  that,  hy  a  prudent  and  Yigilant  economy, 
we  shall  he  able  to  provide  eflfectually  for  the 
expenses  of  the  oountry.  I  think,  if  we  are 
enabled  to  preserve  the  blessings  we  enjoy,  we 
ihall  effi^ct  it  by  a  fixed  determination  not  to 
interfere  with  any  other  country,  bnt  to  be  pre- 
pared always  to  vindicate  our  independence,  and 
td  maiatain  our  honour.  Such  a  system  will,  I 
feel  eonfident,  afford  us  a  prospect  of  many  years 
lif  tmnquilllty  and  repose.  The  period  of  ani^ 
ttoaity,  I  hope,  has  ceased  ;  but  vigilance,  pru- 
dence, and  preeautioa,  may  survive  animosity. 
Jealousy  is  no  longer  necessary,  but  cautton  must 
be  preserved.  This  conduct  will  give  us  the 
fairest  daim  to  merit,  and  the  best  chan^^e  to 
Mtain  the  blessings  which  we  actually  possess.*' 
Such  was  theseasonable  and  satisfactory  declara- 
tion of  the  minister  now  at  the  helm  of  public 
affairs* 

Mr.  Corry,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer for  Ireland,  soon  after  brought  forward  the 
burinesa  of  finance  relative  to  the  revenue  of 
that  kingdom.  It  appeared,  from  the  statement 
presented  to  the  house,  that  the  debt  of  Ireland 
had  risen,  within  the  last  ten  years,  from  two  mil' 
Kons  three  hundred  thousand  poundst,  to  thirty 
six  millions,  paying  an  interest  for  the  most  part 
of  six  per  cent.  He  stated  the  deficiency  of 
ways  and  meaub,  when  compared  with  the  sup- 
plies, atone  million  six  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
sand {pounds,  which  sum  he  proposed  to  raise  by 
loan,  in  addition  to  a  former  loan  of  two  millions. 
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the  removal  of  the  Right  HoA-  WiUiaijo  PUtftom 
bU  councils.  Thi9  proposal  9gaiii  awakeped| 
and  in  an  increased  degree,  the  zeal  of  ])|[r.  PUt^f 

1>artisans  and  adherents,  both  in  andout  pf  par-r 
lament ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  most  yelj^emeni 
.debate,  Lord  Belgrave,  as  before,  moved  an 
amendment,  ejcpressive  of  the  hi^  approbation 
of  that  boose  reapectinj^  the  character  and  conr 
duct  of  the  late  piinister  and  his  colleagues. 
Mr.  Fox  declared  himself  unable  to  vote  either 
for  the  original  motion,  or  for  the  amendi)Qent 
lie  could  not  Tote  thanks  for  the  dismission  of 
the  labe  minister,  till  that  dismission  was  ascer- 
tained :  afid  t^is  was  a  matter  of  doubt,  as  it  was 
alleged  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  bis  friends,  that  he  was 
not  dismissed,  but  tb^it  he  voluntarily  r«signe4 
from  inability  ta  realize  his  plan  of  oathoilic  eman- 
cipation. If  so,  nothing,  in  his  opinion,  during 
the  seventeen  years  of  Mr.  Pitt's  ministerial  life^ 
^'  became  biro  like  the  leaving  of  it."  The  mo« 
tion  of  Lord  Be^gr^ve  was  aj^  leogth  <^rried 
by  a  great  majority ;  and  also  ft  second  motioii 
by  Sir  Henry  Mildmay,  ^^  jbat  the  thanks  ajf 
the  house  be  given  to  the  fiif^t  Honourable 
WaUam  Rtt.*^ 

These  attacks  qh  the  Jate  .minister  seemed 
to  revive  his  pristine  populajrity.  His  birth-day 
was  celebrated  in  the  city  of  London  with  grei^t 
ost^itation.  On  *  this  occasion.  Earl  Spencer^ 
late  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  presided  in  th0 
chair,  and  in  his  glowing  admiration"  of  M;r. 
iPitt,  gave  as  a  to^ist  tc  the  company  met  to 
celebrate  his  bintfi :  ^^  The  pibt  who  weathered 
the  stormy'*  forgetting  tks^t  the  storm  w$is  not 
weathered  till  this  pilot  had  quitted  the  daip. 

On  the  13th  of  M&y,  after  various  preludes, 
the  grand  debate  relativp  to  the  definitive  treaty 
of  peace  came  on  in  both  houses  of  parliament, 
when    its  stipulations   and   provisions  were  at* 
tacked  and  defended  with   more  than  ordinary 
ability.     Previous  to  the  order  of  the  day  being 
.entered  upon  in  the  house  of  lords,  Earl  Stan- 
hope, after  moving  that  the  standing  order  for 
the  exclusion  of  strangers  should  li^  enforced, 
communicated  to  their  lordships  the  particulars 
of  an  invention  by  one  Foulton,  an  American, 
by  which  vessels  containing  an  apparatus  capa- 
ble of  blovring  up   large   ships  could  be  navi- 
jpated  under  water,    and  the  apparatus  affixed 
to  the  bottom  of  the  ships  meant    to    be    des- 
troyed.    His  lordship  further  stated,    that  the 
Flinch  government  were  in  possession  of  this 
invention,  and  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  mi- 
nisters the  necessity  of  devising  means  to  coun- 
teract the  fatal    effects  that    might    arise    in 
future  from  the  application  of  these  submarine 
infernal  machines. 

Lord  Grenville  then  presented  himself  to  the 
bouse,  and  offered  his  observations  on  the  treaty 
of  Amiens.    His  lordship  observed  that  the  two 
(No.  26.) 
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b^es  of  pegociation-r-the  status  ante  belhrny  vvhioh  BOOK  11. 

Signified  the  state  of  the  parties  previous  to "^ 

hostilities,  and  the  uti  possidetis^  w^ich  referred  to  Cuap.XXI. 
ib^ir  position  at  the  time  of  pacification,  had 
both  been  applied  in  the  most  prejudicial  manner 
to  this  country.  The  nec^ociators  had  referred  to 
the  status  ante  bellum  with  regard  to  England,  by 
giving  up  all  sbe  had  taken  during  the  war ;  and 
they  £ad  adopted  the  uti  possidetis  as  to  France^ 
by  leaving  her  in  possession  of  all  ^e  ha4 
acquired.  England  had  ceded  her  own  con- 
.quests,  and  confirmed  to  France  her  new  acquisi- 
tions. If  France  possessed  dominion  on  the  con- 
tinent, we  had  to  oppose  to  that  dominion  the 
colonies  of  France  and  Spain  ;  and  it  would 
have  b^n  jiiat  for  France  to  have  repaid  by  coa- 
tioental  sficrijGlces  the  repossession  of  her  eolo- 
oies.    But  with  all  these  sacrifices  on  our  party 

Seace  was  not  likely  to  be  of  long  duration,  for 
'raace,  in  direct  opposition  to  our  entreaties  and 
threats,  actually  s^nt  durmg  the  negociations  afi 
aiipament  to  the  f^eat  Indies,  and  imposed  on 
this  country  the  necessity  of  sending  thither  a 
naval  force  more  than  double  in  strength  to  any 
squadron  which  had  been  sent  during  the  war> 
Thus  the  first  fruit  of  peace  was  the  necessity  of 
keeping  an  armament  of  thirty  sail  of  the  line  in 
the  West  Indies.  The  arrangefnents  relative  to 
Malta  he  condemned  as  inefficient  and  inade- 
quate to  the  end  proposed.  It  was,  he  said, 
idle  and  ridiculous,  to  talk  of  the  order  of  Malta : 
that  order  was  virtually  extinct ;  and  the  island 
would  be  ^ubject^  to  the  influence  of  France, 
>vho  would  nomipLate  the  grand-master,  and 
would  in  effect  be  the  sovereign.  After  taking  a 
retrospective  view  of  the  situation  of  this  country 
at  the  cqnunencement  of  the  negociatiim,  which, 
bis  lordship  contended,  waiB  such  as  entitled  i|s 
to  a  just  and  reasonable  peace,  he  observed, 
that  instead  (^improving  Uiese  advantages,  we 
had  resigned  to  ^jrance  the  prepond^anoe  of 
power  on  the  continent,  estaolished  her  t^way 
in  Italy,  and  had  given  to  her  important  pos- 
sessipn^  in  India,  and  without  stipuiat^og  tfiat 
they  should  not  be  fortified.  But  what  wj^ti^ 
.finitely  worse,  our  rigbt  of  sovereignty -in  India, 
so  cloarly  recognized  and  explicitly  acknow- 
ledged by  France  in  1787,  was  set  loose  by  the 
noH-renewal  of  that  treaty  in  the  definitive  ar.- 
ticles,  and  was  reduced  once  more  to  a  disputa- 
ble claim.  By  tliis  treaty  France  was  consti- 
tuted mistress  of  Ljbiiisiana,  and  in  reality  of 
Florida ;  and  if  we  turned  to  the  M<$diterr$nean, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  send  there  a  single  ship 
without  the  permission  of  France.  We  were 
stripped  of  Mi^orca^  Minorca,  and  even  of  the 
island  of  Elba ;  and  wliatever  the  valour  ofthe 
British  navy  had  won,  the  incapacity  of  a  British 
ministry  had  lost.  He  would  ask  whether  the 
advantages  of  such  a  peace  preponderated  Qver 
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BOOK  II.  the  disadvantages  of  the  war  i  The  adran- 
— — —  tages  naturally  expected  firona  peace  were,  the 
Chap.XXI.  extension  of  commerce,  the  establishment  of 
^^<^^>*^  economy^  and  security  from  hostile  aggression. 
But  our  commerce  had  suffered  diminution  by 
the  peace ;  with  respect  to  economy,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  keep  a  larg^  military  and  naval 
force  ;  and  with  regard  to  security,  the  country 
was  left  in  a  situation  of  far  greater  danger 
than  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  or  at 
any  time  during  the  progress  of  the  contest  If 
war  were  renewed,  it  would  be  renewed  wiA 
every  possible  disadvantagpe.  Scarcely  in  three 
fflonous  campaigns  could  we  expect  to  regain 
oy  the  sword  what  we  had  ceded  by  the  pen ;  and 
if  peace  continued,  the  omission  in  the  treaty  of 
Amiens  of  the  renewal  of  all  ancient  treaties, 
would  be  found  productive  of  the  most  alarming 
consequences.  Ilis  lordship  concluded  a  most 
severe  and  elaborate  investigation  of  the  terms 
of  the  treaty,  by  moving  that  an  humble  address 
should  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  ackncirw- 
ledging  his  migesty's  prerogative  to  make  peace 
and  war,  but  declaring  that  it  was  impossible 
for  the  house  to  see  without  alarm  the  circum- 
stances that  had  attended  the  cqndusion  of  the 
present  treaty,  by  which  sacrifices  had  been  made 
on  the  part  of  this  country  without  any  corres- 
ponding concession  on  the  part  of  France :  that 
in  the  moment  of  peace  France  had  exhibited  in- 
dubitable proofs  of  the  most  ambitious  projects ; 
that  these  considerations  imposed  on  his  ma- 
jesty*s  government  the  necessity  of  adopting 
measures  of  precaution ;  and  that  whilst  that 
house  relied  on  his  magesty^s  wisdom  to  be 
watchful  of  the  power  of  France,  they  thought 
it  necessary  to  assure  him  of  their  ready  and 
firm  support  in  resisting  every  encroachment  on 
the  rights  of  the  British  empire. 

Lord  Auckland,  in  reply  to  Lord  Grenville, 
admitted  that  the  definitive  treaty  contained  not 
a  single  provision,  direct  or  indirect,  for  the 
roiewal  of  treaties  which  had  subsisted  previous 
totliswir;  nor  was  it  necessary,  for  it  was  a 
niaxim,  established  by  the  law  of  nations,  that 
'treaties,  the  provisions  of  which  are  not  impeded 
or  altered  by  the  effect  of  hostilities,  are  not 
annulled  by  war,  but  remain  in  their  full  force 
on  the  restoration  of  peace.  In  reviewing  the 
severe  and  arduous  struggle  in  which  we  had 
been  eAgagedj^  the  countrv  had  much  reason  for 
self-ffTstulttion.^  We  had  lost  no  dominions,  but 
luid  nnallv  made  and  secured  to  ourselves  acqui- 
sitions of  great  importance.  With  respect  to 
national  character,  it  might  be  said,  without 
vaunting,  that  our  navy  and  armies  bad  been 
raised  to  a  pitch  of  glory  unexampled  in  the 
annals  of  history.  And  lastly,  our  great  object 
bad  been  obtained  in  the  preservation  of  our 
(tonstitution,  which  enenoies  foreign  and  domestic 


had  attempted  to  destroy.  His  lordship  ssdd,  he 
hoped  and  trusted  that  France  would  prove 
herself  disposed  to  maintain  the  relations  of  peace 
and  amity  with  other  states ;  and  that  with  the 
name  of  peace  we  should  gradually  obtain  all  the 
advantages  of  it.  This  country  should  watch 
the  conduct  of  France  with  attention,  but  widi- 
out  acrimony ;  with  anxiety,  but  widiout  fear ; 
for  we  were  prepared  to  resist  and  repel  any 
real  injury,  and  the  united  kingdom  would  re- 
main happy  and  unassailable  so  long  as  she 
remained  true  to  herself  and  to  her  constitution. 

The  motion  of  Lord  Grenville  was  warmly 
supported  by  Lord  Caernarvon,  who  confessed, 
^*  that  with  the  highest  respect  for  the  virtues  of 
those  who  composed  the  present  administration, 
he  had  never  confided  m  their  talents  or  \ex- 
perience.  The  modient  they  had  taken  the  helm, 
they  pressed  into  dieir  service  a  noble  marquis, 
beloved  indeed,  but  ill  fitted  for  the  invidious 
task  of  coping  with  men  old  in  craft,  adepts  in 
duplicity,  regardless  of  principle,  and  unprac- 
tised in  virtue.  Under  negociators  so  unequal 
some  disadvantages  were  inevitable;  the  pre- 
liminary articles  disappointed  even  the  least  san- 
guine, but  by  the  definitive  treaty, .  concession 
was  heaped  on  concession,  disgrace  added  to 
disgrace.** 

The  treaty  was  censured  also  by  the  Diike 
•f  Richmond  and  Earl  Darnley  ;  and  defended 
by  the  Lords  Pelham  and  Hobart,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  the  Earls  of  Westn^ oreland  and 
Roslyn.  After  an  animated  thd  protracted  de- 
bate, the  motion  of  Lord  Ghrenville  was  put,  and 
negatived  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-two  to  sixteen  voices. 

On  the  same  day,  the  terms  of  the  definitive 
treaty  underwent  a  discussion  equally  animated 
in  the  house  of  commons.  Mr.  Windham,  who 
called  forth  all  his  powers  on  this  occasion,  in 
a  speech  of  peculiar  energy,  which  occupied 
upwards  of  three  hours  in  the  delivery,  attacked 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  in  all  their  parts. 
He  deprecated  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  Franee 
as  pregnant  with  incalculable  evils,  and  equal  to 
a  surrender  of  the  fourtb  part  of  the  glebe.  By 
the  surrender  of  the  Mississippi  in  the  north,  and 
the  river  Amazon  in  the  south  of  America,  we 
might  without  hyperbole  be  said  to  have  given 
away  a  brace  of  continents.  And  in  aggravation 
of  this  thoughtless  prodigality,  ministers  had 
abandoned  the  whole  continent  of  Europe  to 
France — ^had  endangered  our  safety  at  Hon- 
duras, and  menaced  our  Indian  possessions  with 
destruction.  "  It  is  obvious,"  continued  Mr. 
Windham,  "  that  the  object  of  France  is  uni- 
versal empire,  and  that  no  single  power  can 
enter  the  lists  with  her  without  being  crushed  at 
the  first  onset  by  her  tremendous  mace.  It  is 
thought  by  some,  that,  though  Europe  should  be 
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Irrecked,  we  at  least  might  take  to  our  boat  and 
escape  the  general  destruction  ;  but/' continued 
this  impassioned  speaker^  ^'we  should  be  still 
pursued  by  the  sceptre  of  the  French  power,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  this  treaty  she  will  meet 
us  in  Asia,  and  in  America,  and  scare  us  in  every 
quarter  of  the  globe  with  her  gorgon  aspect." 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  concluded  by 
moTing  an  address  similar  to  that  proposed  in  the 
house  of  peers  by  Lord  Grenyille. 

The  terms  of  the  peace  were  strenuously 
defended  by  Lord  HawKesbury.    At  the  junc- 
ture,  said  his  lordship,   at  which   the   present 
administration  entered  on  negociation  with  the 
French  gOTernment,  it  was  not  practicable  that 
any  treaty  of  peace  should  remedy  the  disorders 
of  the  continent.       It  was  enough  for  Britain  to 
secure  her  own  interest  and  those  of  her  allies* 
As  to  the  question  of  the  cession  of  Louisiana 
by  Spain  to  Prance,  that  province  had  originally 
been  a  French  colony,  having  been  ceded  by 
France  to  Spain  after  the  treaty  of  1763.    The 
value  of  it  at  present  was  rather  nominal  than 
real.    As  a  naval  station  New  Orleans  was  unim- 
portant;   and  the  vicinity  of  Louisiana  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  was  calculated  rather 
to  diminish  than  to  augment  the  attachment  of 
that  country  to   France.     The  non-renewal  of 
ancient  political  treaties  by  the  present  treaty  his 
lordship  denied  to  be  a  defeot ;  and  with  regard 
to  a  eommercial  treaty,  it  had  been  found,  in  pre- 
sent circumstances,  impracticable  ;    but  it  was 
absurd  to  suppose  that  either  our  commercial 
rights^  such  as  the  cutting  logwood  in  the  bay 
of  Honduras,  or  our  rights  of  sovereignty  in  any 
part  of  the  globe,  particularly  in  India,  depended 
upon  these  renewals.    Malta,  his  lordship  said, 
had  been  avowedly  occupied  with  the  intention  of 
restoring  it  to  the  order  of  St.  John ;   and  the 
introduction  of  a  Maltese  langue,  was  a  just  tri- 
bute to  the  brave  conduct  of  the  inhabitants.    His 
lordship  reminded  the  house  of  the  advantages 
accruing  to  this  kingdom,  from  the  acquisition  of 
th^  Mysore,  and  the  destruction  of  a  power  in 
India,  the  natural  ally  t)f  France  and  the  foe  of 
Great  Britain.     In  fact,  both  in  the  East  and  in 
the  West  Indies  our  possessions  were  augmented, 
and  our  colonies  had  rapidly  increased  in  value. 
In  regard  to  the  permanence  of  the  peace,  he  was 
willing  to  admit  and  to  deplore,  that  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  world  any  peace  was  insecure ; 
but  the  precarious  tenour  on  which  this  blessing 
was  to  be  holden  was  no  reason  for  rejecting  it. 
France  had  renounced  her  revolutionary  princi- 
ples, and  resumed  the  old  maxims  of  politics  and 
religion.    After  the  preceding  convulsions  a  good 
government  was  scarcely  to  be  effected  ;  an  ame- 
liorated one  was,  however,  ^adually  forming  from 
the  ruins  of  revolutions.     Had  France  remained 
under  the  Bourbons,  she  would  have  been  equally 


our  rival — under  all  governments  her  ambition  BQPK  If. 

would  have  been  the  same.    Finally,  his  IcNrdship 

observed,  tiiat  we  had  emerged  from  a  dangerous  Cbap*XXI. 
war,  with  our  resources  and  credit  unimpaired  ;  ""^^^^T*^^ 
and  it  was  improper  to  waste  them  in  an  unavail-      ^^'^ 
Jng  continuance  of  the  contest,  or  to  exhaust  by 
fruitless  efforts  the  strength  and  ^irit  of  the    • 
country. 

The  debate  was  prolonged  to  a  very  late  hour 
by  the  speeches  of  a  gpreat  number  of  the  members 
— the  Lords  Temple  and  Folkestone,  Mr.  Thomas 
Grenville,  and  others  of  that  party,  passionately 
inveighing  against  the  terms  of  the  peace,  which 
were  on  tiie  other  hand  calmly  defended  bv  the  . 
whigs,  though  on  grounds  considerably  difierent 
from  those  taken  by  ministers. 

Mr.  Addington  delivered  a  speech  nearly  in 
unison  with  that  of  Lord  Hawkesbury.  He  can- 
didly admitted,  however,  that  the  treaty  of  Amiens 
had  never  been  regarded  by  him  as  a  subject  of 
exultation,  but  he  trusted  the  honour  of  the 
country  remained  unsullied.  The  territorial  .ac- 
quisitions of  France  C4>uld  not,  he  acknowledged, 
be  viewed  without  regret ;  and  the  state  of 
Europe  was  far  from  being  such  as  we  could  re- 
gard with  sattefaction.  "  But,''  said  the  premier, 
^'is  it  given  to  us  to  redress  that  grievaiiee? 
We  ought  to  reserve  our  strength  for  future 
occasions,  when  it  might  be  put  forth  with   a 

C respect  of  success ;  and  not  waste  it,  as  it  must 
ave  been  in  this  case,  without  any  chance  of 
advantage.'' 
U^  Mr.  Sheridan  closed  the  debate  with  a  speech 
'01  great  animation.  He  remarked  that  the  (dis- 
cussion of  the  necessary,  though  disgraceful 
treaty  of  peace,  fui^nished  the  best  defence  of  the 
conduct  of  those  who  had  uniformly  opposed  the 
war.  For  his  part  he  supported  the  peace 
because  he  supposed  it  the  best  that  ministers 
could  obtain.  Their  predecessors  had  left  them 
to  choose  between  an  expensive,  bloody,  fruitless 
war,  and  a  hollow,  perilous  peace.  For  the 
attainment  of  what  object  or  purpose,  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan inquired,  did  we  go  to  war  ?-*To  prevent 
French  aggrandizement.  Have  we  done  that  ? — 
No.  We  were  at  least  to  rescue  Holland.  Is 
that  accomplished? — ^No.  But  the  recovery  of 
Flanders  and  Brabant,  we  pronounced  a  sine  quA 
non  of  peace.  Are  they  recovered }  No.  Then 
came  security  and  indemnity.  Are  they  obtain- 
ed?— ^No.  The  late  minister  told  us,  that  the 
example  of  a  jacobin  government  in  Europe, 
founded  on  the  ruins  of  a  holy  altar,  and  the  tqmb 
of  a  martyred  monarch,  was  a  spectacle  so  dread- 
ful and  infectious  to  Christendom,  that.we  could 
never  be  safe  while  it  existed,  and  it  was  our 
duty  to  put  forth  our  last  effort  for  its  destruction. 
For  the«e  fine  words,  which  had  at  last  given 
way  to  '^  security  and  indemnity,"  we  had  sacri- 
ficed  near   two  hundred   thousand   lives^  aud 
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BOOK  II.  e&peiid^  three  bondred  millions  of  money — and 

had  gained  Ceylon  and  Trinidad^  which  might 

CRAP.XXI.  benc^oith  be  named  the  Indemnity  and  Security 
^"^^^^iT*^  Islands.  He  admitted  the  splendid  talents  of 
I^^  the  late  minister,  but  he  had  misapplied  Uiem 
in  the  government  of  diis  country.  He  had 
augmented  our  d^t,  diminished  our  population, 
abridged  our  privileges,  and  had  done  more  to 
strengdien  the  power  of  the  crown  at  the  expense 
of  the  oonstitntkHH  than  any  minister  who  bad 
ever  conducted  the  affurs  of  this  country. 

The  house  at  length  divided  on  Mr.  Wind- 
ham^s  address,  when  the  migority  in  favour  of  the 
treaty  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  seventy-six 
to  twenty. 

During  this  seesion  of  parKament  the  sum  of 
ten  tbousttad  five  hundred  pounds  was  voted  to 
Dr.  Edward  Jenner,  for  the  promulgation  of  his 
invaluable  discot^ry  of  the  system  of  vaccine 
inoculation,  by  which  it  was  hoped  ultimately  to 
.  extirpate  that  destructive  malady  Apc  small  pox.* 
A  jreward  of  twdve  hundred  pounds  was  also 
voted  to  Mr.  Henry  €hreatfaead,  for  the  invention 
of  the  life  boat,  by  which  it  was  said  that  the 
lives  of  five  hundred  seamen  had  been  saved  in 
one  year  .f  The  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds  was 
also  voted  to  Dr.  James  Carmiehad  Smyth,  for 

of  the  nitrous  fumigation,  for  pre- 


venting  tlie  progress  of  oontagioua  dinordera— » 
process  which  had  been  introducod  into  the 
navy  and  army  hospitals  with  the  most  beneficial 

eflTects.^ 

On  the  28ih  of  June,  being  the  last  day  of  tli« 
session,  the  new  speaker  presented,  according  to 
ancient  usage^  the  money  bills  to  his  majesty, 
and  on  the  day  following  parliament  vms  dissolved 
by  proclamation.  The  prime  minister,  Mr.  Ad- 
dington,  with  laudable  iofipartiality,  avoided  any 
interference  on  the  ensuing  dectioaay  and  the 
choiee  of  the  nation  fell  almost  uniformly,  where- 
over  any  contest  took  place,  upon  men  of  indepea- 
dent  and  constitutional  prinoiples. 

The  nation^  no  longer  agitated  by  foreigs 
wars,  began  once  more  to  enjoy  the  inestimaU« 
blessiags  of  internal  r^ose.    The  spirit  and  eoa- 
duct  of  those  to  whose  hands  the  adroinistratioB 
of  public  affidrs  was  confided,  viere  forl>eariiif 
and  condliatory ;   the  turbulence  of  party  spirit, 
which  had  at  one  time  raged  with   no  much 
violence,  as  to  threaten  the  nation  with  iatestise 
srar,  was  hushed  into  tranquillity ;  and  the  extra- 
oordinarT  measures  of  preca^ition  and  ooercioOf 
adopted  at  a  period  of  general  aliurip,  were  s ufier- 
Bd  silently  to  expire,  and  to  give  plana  to  thefrtt 
operation  of  our  invaluable  instiMitiona. 


Dr.  5eiiiMr*t  oiqiiiiy  into  ilie'Batim oflbe  towpoz  wwnwirrf  Atmi  fht  foir  lyiS.     Hu  limiiin  to  tfik 
SmadMb7«lM«vii«,eMitaiiaBgtfaoMwlMim^iaocab^  VtmfrnmtummtpiS^ofikU^nida*    That  fOKm 

he  was  infimned  had  nndagone  the  caraal  eow  pox,  wlucfa  had  hem  Joiovn  in  the  dtiam  of  Gloiieestenhiie  from  time  immcmoiialt  uid  • 
ivgue  opinkm  had  pNffaaled,  that  it  was  a  pievcnthre  of  the  flnall  pox.  WhOeengagedinthemvestigfitionof  thenatiiiitof  tlieooirpos,bew« 
MivdL  with  die  idea,  that  it  ml^t  ^  pncticabk  to  propagate  the  diseaae  Ij  inoadatioD  itfUr  the  maimer  «f  the  imafl  pox^  fint,  fram  dieeov, 
uddMiftomene human anbjeet  to anothoi  The  Jntcaieia  which  he  pot  hiitheoiym  the  leatineipzed him  with ea«rfid«ioe;  Midai^ehr 
kodesofcaqiainiflati^wiiidiheanenvaidainftHatadibrihatpapeie,  weiec^^  ThiahapfydiMOveKy  waa  cQBUDanniciiH}t» 

the  wetld  hy  Dr.  Jtuner,  in  a  tnadie  poUiihed  in  June,  1798;  hut  ihe  same  fiuUmeiHiidi  has  attended  all  other  great  discoveries,  and  iSif^ 
.great  henefiictois  of  mankind,  attended  Dr.  Jenner.  Envy  asniled  his  £une;  his  disooveiy  was  flzst  depredated,  and  then  denied  $  andaite 
surpassed  Haivey  hunadf  in  j^oiy,  so  he  also  surpassed  him  to  the  opposition  whidthehad  to  eneountar.  Thufa,  bowevw,  nUimatrif  j/u^M 
Vaecinatiim  obtamed  a  eomplete  tiiumfii ;  and  the  tws  «f  Jenncr  4ukl  of  famnani^  wen  eovcnd  wtt 


f  I4ft  BoaL     The  principle  eftfaisboatappeaB  to  have  been  sqggestedto'Mr.6reatheadh7  the  fidlo^^  Ttikie  t^  ipbtM 

and  divide  it  into  qnanezs ;  eadi  quarter  is  rfiifrif^,  and  nearly  resembles  the  half  of  a  wooden  bowl,  having  a  curvature  with  pnotreceed  adti 
this,  ihvewnfaito  the  sea  or  broken  water,  cannot  be  upset,  or  lie  with  the  hottom  upwards.    Of  the  life  boat  the  lei^  is  thirty  leelt  the  bisitt 
ten  feet;  die  dspOifton  die  top  of  te  gunwale  to  the  lower  part  of  the  ked  in  midsfaipe  is  three  ftet  tfaiee  inches.    Hie  ant  vessel  «f  lin 
deiaiipfcaiwMhumcfaedlWwiSoiahahieldsen  the  »0tfaofJanuaiy,l790>enditha8  so  wen  answered,  ai^ 
it  will  live  in  ihe  most  twDundons  broken  SM,  and  in  no  instanoe  has  ii  waiukd.^m^^Reportqfth$CommUtee  of  ihtHimHef^'''''''^ 


t  NUnui  FmrOgatiott.  In  the  year  1795,  Dr.  Smyth  recommended  the  lutious  add  gas  as  the  means  of  destroy^g  eonttigin,  sad 
directed  an  experiment  which  was  made  in  die  Union  hospital4bfp,  and  again  in  part  of  die  Russian  squadron  at  Sheemcas ;  thesneoeMsf  tUft 
ezp«rimemwasneariyasoomiaeteasashnihurproeesBhadbeenunderthediiuolkmof]i.deMorvcaD,atDu^  theJBPasifr 

JttecAetiifftanigHlion  was  to  destroy  die  odbnsivesmdl  aadqgihiBi  so  many  sick  erowded  together;  none  of  the  attendants  wem  ■^''^"t 
^attacked  by4he  fever,  and  the  general  state  of  die  ship  wns  speedily  improved.  In  the  House  of  Keoovery  in  London  diis  mediod  is  poxtodi 
and  die  following  fonnula  is  adopted  in  the  fimiigalion  of  small  apartments,  where  typhus  fever,  dysentery,  or  foul  ulcers,  &c  prevail:  **Titt'f 
equalquantity  of  powdered  nitre  and  strong  vitiioEc  add  or  oil  of  vitriol  (about  six  tednns  of  each  are  sufficient,)  mix  them  in  e  tea  g^i*^ 
diem  oocasionany  widi  e  tobaoee^pipeor  pieee  of  glass;  the  cnp  must  be  removed  oeeadonalty  to  difemtpwts of  tiienem,  and  die  Abb* 
wiU  oondnue  to  rise  fis  9eveiai  houia.  Onieoa  of  vitrietdtoold  be  taken  ty  measure,  not  by  wet^**  The  vitriolic  add  should  be  added  17 
abottta  Aachm  at  a  time  to  the  nitre,  and  die  cup  flontainiag  the  hrttsr  be  yjaced  on  a  ^  Aeater,  or  pieoeof  solid  iron.  Such  is  die  onp!*  ^ 
«^»aoiisprooGS9  of  nitnms  ftimiigadon,  whidi  may  nuik  in  udUty 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 


Foreign  History  :  Epitome  .of  the  French  Revolution — Bonaparte  appointed  President  of  the 
Italian  Republic — Annexation  of  Piedmont  and  Parma  to  the  French  Republic — Ratification 
of  the  Concordate — Bonaparte  appointed  First  Consul  for  Life,  with  Power  to  appoint  his 
Successor — Creation  of  the  Legion  of  Honour — Change  in  the  French  Constitution — Expedi^ 
tion  to  St.  Domingo — Arrival  of  the  French  Armament  under  General  Leclerc — Bonaparte^s 
Letter  to  Toussayit  Louver  tare — The  Campaign  disastrous  to  the  Africans — Submission  of 
their  Generals — Death  and  Character  of  Toussaint — Surrender  of  Guadaloupe,  Tobago,  and 
Dominica,  to  the  French,  in  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens — Re-establishment  of  Slavery  in 
the  French  Colonies — French  Mediation  in  the  Affairs  of  Stmt zer land — German  Indemnities 
finally  adjusted. 


FRANCE,  persecuted  into  greatness,  had 
obtained  every  object  which  could  he  coveted  by 
a  great  people,  sa.ve  that  for  which  she  originally 
contended.  The  history  of  that  country,  from 
the  dawn  of  the  revolution  to  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  at  Amiens,  presents  no  less 
than  five  grand  epochs,  all  of  which  interest  the 
community,  and  afford  materials  for  the  pen  of 
the  historian,  but  each  varies  in  shape  and  feature 
from  that  which  precedes,  as  well  as  that  which 
follows  it. 

The  first   period  exhibits  a  numerous  body 
of  men,  long  retained  in  thraldom  by  the   des- 
potism of  their  government,  arousing  from  the 
slumber  of  ages,  indignantly  bursting  their  ma- 
nacles,   and    declaring    themselves    free.     The 
monarchs  of  the  continent,  decked  in  the  recent 
spoils  of  violated  Poland,  immediately  associate, 
under  pretence  of  assisting  a  prince  more  gentle, 
more   amiable,  and  consequently  more  beloved, 
than  themselves ;   a   war  ensues,  the  shock   of 
arms  takes  place,  and  the  forest  of  Argonne,  and 
the  heights  of  Valmy,  decide  a  campaign  preg- 
nant with   the  fate  of  France  and    of  Europe. 
How  glorious  the  struggle  of  a  liberated  nation  ! 
Rut  a  sudden  transition  takes  place,  and  all  the 
horrors  of  a  civil  war  seem  fated  to  accompany 
all  the   disasters  of  a  foreign  contest.     A  aove- 
rei4j;n,  revered   as   a  martyr  by  one  part  of  the 
nation,   and  detested    as   a   traitor  by   another, 
perishes    by  a   violent  death  ;  monarchy  itself  is 
annihilated  with    Louis  XVI.,   and   a  republic 
proclaimed  upon  his  tomb.     The  founders  of  the 
commonwealth  are   doomed   to   perish   in   their 
turn,  and  that  too  by  the  instrument  employed 
for  the  decollation   of  the  Bourbon  king.     Ko- 
bespierre,  adored   by   the   populace   during  his 
life,  and  Marat,   deified  after  his  assassination, 
are  next  wafted  along  the  sanguinary  torrent  to 
the  possession  of  supreme  po^er,  and  rule  for  a 
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while  by  means  of  spies  and  executioners.  A  BOOK  II. 
less  unfavourable  epoch  next  presents  itself,  and  — _— 
the  directorial  government  promises  to  repair  the  Chap,  xxil 
errors  and  the  crimes  of  the  tyrants.  Immense  ^"^^JJ^^ 
armies  take  the  field,  decisive  battles  are  fought,  *w2 
great  victories  achieved,  and  Germany  is  pre- 
pared for  dismemberment,  and  Italy  for  subju* 
gation.  At  length  a  military  leader  arises  and 
conquers,  first  for  the  republic,  and  then  for 
himself.  In  consequence  of  a  peace,  as  brilliant 
as  the  war  which  he  achieves,  he  seems  to  con- 
sider Europe  too  small  a  theatre  for  his  ambi- 
tion ;  and  arriving  with  a  powerful  fleet  and 
army  in  Africa,  wishes  to  imitate  the  Mace- 
donian hero,  and  finish  his  career  of  conquests 
by  the  subjugation  of  Asia.  After  gaining  many 
victories  over  the  degenerate  Turks  and  the 
warlike  Mamelukes,  he  at  length  experiences  a 
repulse  before  an  ill-fortified  city  garrisoned  by 
the  half-disciplined  troops  of  a  rebel  pacha,  but 
led  by  an  European  chief,  and  is  reduced  to  the 
mortifying  necessity  of  treating  with  the  Otto- 
man Porte,  whose  confidence  he  had  betrayed, 
and  whose  dominions  he  had  invaded.  Uncer" 
tain  of  his  destiny,  he  leaves  Egypt  and  his  army 
by  stealth  ;  arriving  suddenly  in  Europe,  takes 
advantage  of  the  corrupt  and  feeble  government 
of  those  who  happen  to  be  invested  with  the 
administration  of  public  affairs  ;  surrounds  him- 
self with  an  ambitious  soldiery,  and  uniting 
the  wily  policy  of  Monk  with  the  decisive  con- 
duct and  victorious  career  of  Cromwell,  becomes 
sovereign  under  the  name  of  consul.  Not  yet 
secure  on  his  recently  acquired  elevation,  he 
flies  into  Italy  by  a  route  deemed  impassable, 
again  overwhelms  veteran  armies  and  ancient 
states,  once  more  erects  new  commonwealths, 
renders  his  foe($  and  his  confederates  tributary, 
extends  the  limits  of  France,  and  of  his  own 
power,  and  is  hailed,  first  as  th^  pacificator  of 
5  P 
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BOOK  II.  the  continent,   and  then  as  the  tranquillizer  of 
Europe. 

Such  is  a  brief  epitome  of  a  revolution 
which  commenced  with  the  mild  despotism  of  a 
French  king,  and  issued  in  the  accession  of  a 
military  chieftain.  No  man,  either  of  modern 
or  of  ancient  times,  can  be  compared  with  this 
eiiraordinary  character.  His  unparalleled  life 
resembles  a  romance  rather  than  a  hisfbry,  and 
many  of  the  most  striking  incidents  in  his  career 
of  successful  ambition  still  remain  to  be  recorded. 
In  the  month  of  December,  1801,  and  while 
the  negociations  at  Amiens  were  yet  pending,  a 
grand  consulta  assembled  in  the  city  of  Lyons, 
consisting  of  no  less  than  four  hundred  and  fifty 
persons,  convoked  by  the  authority  of  the  Cisal- 
pine republic,  and  apparently  chosen  from  the 
most  respectable  of  her  citizens.  The  object  of 
this  meeting  was  to  determine  upon  a  permanent 
constitution  for  the  new  republic ;  and  early  in 
the  year  1802,  the  first  consul  arrived  at  Lyons, 
to  assist  in  person  at  the  deliberations.  A  com- 
mittee of  thirty  members  was  appointed  to  pre- 
pare the  business ;  and  on  the  25th  of  January, 
the  new  plan  of  goyemment  was  presented,  and 
received  the  immediate  and  unanimous  sanction 
of  the  whole  body.  An  essential  part  of  this 
plan  was  to  vest  the  supreme  magistracv  in  the 
bands  of  the  first  consul,  who,  on  the  following 
day,  repairing  to  the  hall  of  tiie  consulta.  In  re- 
gal state,  formally  declared  his  acceptance  of 
the  honour  thus  conferred  upon  him.  The  ap- 
pellation of  the  Cisalpine  was  changed  by  ac- 
clamation to  that  of  the  Italian  Republic,  of 
which  Bonaparte  was  declared  president  for  ten 
years.  But  the  term  republic  was  a  mere  figure 
of  speech,  for  the  form  of  government  sug- 
gested by  the  committee,  and  adopted  by  the 
assembly,  was  in  reality  an  absolute  monarchy, 
the  whole  of   the   executive,    and   a    principal 

SaK  of  the  legislative  power  beinr  vested  in  the 
rst  consul.  While  the  personal  authority  of 
the  head  of  the  French  government  was  thus  ex- 
tended, and  while  in  the  Italian  republic  a  new 
satellite  was  ordained  to  move  within  the  in- 
fluence of  French  attraction,  France  itself  re- 


ceived a  considerable  accession  of  territory  by 
the  acquisition  of  Piedmont  and  Parma,  which 
territories  were,  by  a  decree  of  annexation,  added 
to  the  territory  of  France,  and  constituted  an 
integral  part  of  the  republic. 

The  famous  convention,  known  by  the  ap- 
pellation of  the  Concordate^  concluded  between 
the  first  consul -atid  the  pope,*  received,  in  the 
month  of  April,  1802,  its  final  ratification  from 
the  French  kgislative  body,  by  a  majority  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  to  twenty- one  voices. 
And  this  imposing  event,  in  conjunction  with  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  was  celebrated  with  extraordinary 
magnificence  by  a  solemn  Te  Dmm^  at  the  ca- 
thedral church  of  Notre  Dame,  and  grand 
illuminations  in  the  city  and  vicinity  of  Paris. 
Cardinal  Caprara,  legate  from  his  holiness,  was 
escorted  to  the  Thuilleries  by  a  honorary  ffuard 
of  cavalry,  and  the  crosier  was  borne  before 
him  to  the  palace.  In  his  speech  to  the  first 
consul  he  complimented  him  in  the  following 
words:  '^The  arm  that  gained  battles,  and 
signed  peace  with  all  nations,  restores  splendour 
to  the  temples  of  the  true  God,  re-builds  his 
altars,  and  re-establishes  his  worship."  The 
first  consul,  in  reply,  extolled  the  apostolical 
virtues  of  his  eminence,  and  expressed  his  own 
satisfaction  at  this  new  triumph  of  Christianity. 

At  Rome  also  high  mass  was  performed,  on 
Ascension  Day,  at  the  church  of  St.  John  de 
Lateran,  by  the  pope  in  person,  accompanied  by 
every  demonstration  of  joy,  for  the-  restoration 
of  the  Gallics n  church.  Nor  was  it  without 
reason  that  the  sovereign  pontiff,  who  scarcely 
two  years  before  had  been  in  a  state  of  melan- 
choly exile,  exulted  in  the  happy  change  in  his 
fortunes.  With  the  pope,  the  college  of  cardi- 
nals, the  members  of  which  had  wandered  over 
Europe  in  extreme  distress,  seeking  in  vain  for 
some  safe  asylum,  were  reinstated  in  their  thrones 
and  palaces.  The  aged  Cardinal  of  York,  in 
particular,  the  last  heir  male  of  the  royal  house 
of  Stuart,  reduced  to  the  lowest  stage  of  depen- 
dency, accepted  of  a  pension  from  the  King  of 
England,  the  possessor  of  that  crown  which  the 


*  See  Book  II.  chap.  XX.  page  368.-^Tbe  ooncordate,  which  ordained  that  the  Roman  catholie  religion  Bhoold 
be  ihe  established  religion  of  France^  guaranteed  universal  liberty  of  conscienoe  to  the  French  people  of  every 
persaasion.  The  hierarchy  of  the  catbolicc'cbiircb  of  France  was  to  consist  of  ten  archbishops,  and  fifVy  bishops,  the 
former  to  enjoy  a  fixed  annual  revenue  of  fifteen  thousand  francs,  (^625  sterling)  and  the  latter  a  revenue  of  ten  thou- 
sand franis.  The  parish  priests  were  divided  into  two  classes  for  the  larger  and  the  smaller  parishes.  The  salary  of 
the  first  clask  was  not  to  exceed  15,000,  nor  tbat  of  the  second  1000  francs.§  Tbe  archbishops  and  bishops  were  to  be 
nominated  by  the  first  consul,  and  afterwards  confirmed  by  tbe  pope.  And  the  church  relinquished  all  claims  to  its 
confiscated  revenues  and  domains.  The  differebt  protestant  churches  were  established  on  tbe  same  political  model; 
none  but  Frenchmen  were  permitted  to  exercise  the  functions  of  an  ecclesiastic,  either  in  the  catholic  ur  protestant 
churches;  and  no  person  could  be  elected  a  minister  or. pastor  of  any  protestant  church,  who  had  not  studied  a 
fixed  period  in  one  of  the  French  seminaries  appointed  for  ministers  of  that  persuasion. 

§  Tbe  value  of  a  f^anc  or  ftpre  is  tea-pcnc«  Ed|^. 
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cardinal  claimed    by    divine    and    indefeasible 
right* 

The  protestant  churches,  equally  gratified 
as  the  church  of  Rome  by  the  arrangements  in 
favour  of  religion  which  had  just  taken  place  in 
France,  hastened  to  present  to  the  first  consul 
the  homage  of  their  gratitude ;  and  a  deputation 
was  appointed  to  assure  him  of  the  obligations 
they  felt  for  the  guarantee  be  had  aflbrded  to 
the  universal  exercise  of  liberty  of  conscience. 
This  deputation  was  received  by  Bonaparte 
with  marks  of  peculiar  attention,  and  addressing 
himself  to  the  members  of  the  protestant  church 
then  in  his  presence,  he  said — ^'  I  do  not  wish 
men  to  think  themselves  indebted  to  me  because 
I  have  been  merely  just— conscience  is  not  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  human  laws.^* 

On  the  6th  of  May,  the  definitive  treaty 
of  Amiens  was  presented  to  the  tribunate,  on 
which  occasion  a  proposition  was  made  in  that 
assembly  to  confer  some  striking  mark  of  the 
public  gratitude  on  "  the  great  pacificator." 
This  proposal  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and 
having  received  the  ready  concurrence  of  the 
other  constituent  bodies,  the  senate,  on  the  8th 
of  the  same  month,  decreed,  that  this  mark  of 
gratitude  ought  to  be  the  re-election  of  Bona- 
parte to  the  consular  dignity  for  ten  years  suc- 
ceeding the  term  for  which  he  had  been  already 
chosen.  The  first  consul,  in  imitation  of  the 
first  Roman  emperor,  when  this  proposal  was 
communicated  to  him,  declared,  ^'  that  the  in- 
terest of  bis  glory,  and  of  his  happiness,  sug- 
gested that  the  termination  of  his  public  life 
should  be  the  moment  that  the  peace  of  the 
world  was  proclaimed  ;  the  glory  and  happiness 
of  an  individual,  however,  must  be  silent  when 
the  interest  of  the  state  and  the  voice  of  the 
public  call  upon  him."  ^^  But,"  added  he^  "  it 
was  the  sufirages  of  the  people  that  invested 
me  with  the  chief  magistracy,  and  I  shall  not 
consider  myself  sure  of  still  possessing  their 
confidence,  if  the  act  for  retaining  me  in  that 
situation  be  not  ratified  by  the  public  voice. 
In  tlie  three  last  years  fortune  has  smiled  on  the 
republic ;  but"  (said  be  in  conclusion,  and  in 
terms  almost  prophetic)  '*  fortune  is  inconstant, 
and  how  many  men  has  she  loaded  with  her 
favours  who  have  afterwards  outlived  them  1" 
In  compliance  with  the  wish  of  the  first  consul, 
registers  were  opened  in  the  different  depart- 
ments for  inscribing  the  sufirages  of  the  citizens 


on  this  subject ;  but  as  a  full  indemnity  for  BOOK  II. 
this  condescension,  the  question  was,  in  the  mean  - 
time,  materially  changed,  and  in  the  new  form  Chaa  xxir. 
it  stood — "  Shall  Bonaparte  be  elected  consul  ^"^TflAo*^ 
for  life  ?"  A  second  question  was  in  a  short  ^^* 
time  subjoined — ^^  Shall  Bonaparte  be  invested 
with  the  power  of  naming  his  successor  ?"  Both 
questions  were  carried  by  the  immense  majority 
of  3,577,259  citizens,  who  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive, while  onW  0074  negatived  these  daring  in- 
novations, in  the  trinunate,  one  dissentient 
voice  alone  was  heard — that  of  the  celebrated 
republican  minister  at  war,  Camot.  On  the 
third  of  August,  the  act  of  the  senate  was 
presented  to  the  first  consul,  who,  on  receiving 
this  distinguished  mark  of  public  confidence, 
thus  addressed  the  senate — ^'  The  life  of  a  citi- 
zen belongs  to  his  country  ;  the  French  people 
wish  that  the  whole  of  mme  shonld  be  devoted 
to  them.  I  obey  their  will.  Content  with  hav- 
ing been  called  by  the  order  of  Him  from  whom 
all  things  emanate,  to  bring  back  upon  the 
earth  justice,  order,  and  equality,  I  shall  hear 
my  last  hour  sound  without  regret,  and  without 
an  undue  anxiety  about  the  opinion  of  future 
generations."  The  event  was  celebrated  with 
great  magnificence  in  Paris,  and  addresses  of 
congratulation  poured  in  from  every  part  of  the 
republic ;  and  in  the  sequel  from  almost  every 
court  in  Europe. 

Bonaparte,  ever  anxious  to  aggrandize  the 
army,  and  aware  that  to  their  instrumentality 
he  was  indebted  for  his  present  elevation,  had 
for  some  time  contemplated  the  formation  of  a 
military  order  of  nobility,  under  the  designation 
of  the  Legion  of  Honour.  The  legislature,  in 
obedience  to  the  will  of  the  first  consul,  accord- 
ingly decreed,  that  a  legion  of  honour  should 
be  established  in  France  ;  and  that  that  body 
should  be  composed  of  fifteen  cohorts,  and  a 
council  of  administration.  That  each  cohort 
should  consist  of  seven  erand  officers,  twenty 
commandants,  thirty  subordinate  officers,  and 
three  hundred  and  fifty  legionaries;  that  the 
first  consul  should  always  oe  the  chief  of  the 
legion,  and  of  the  council  ef  administration ; 
and  that  the  members  of  the  legion  should  be  ap- 
pointed for  life.  The  pay  of  each  grand  officer 
to  be  five  thousand  francs,  of  each  inferior  officer 
one  thousand  francs,  and  of  each  legionary  two 
hundred  and  fifty  francs.  All  military  men  who 
had  received  arms  of  honour  to  be  members  of 


*  In  a  letter  from  Cardinal  York  to  Sir  John  Hippesley  Coxe,  dated  Venice,  Feb.  26,  1800,  he  acknofr. 
ledges  the  receipt  of  2000/.  from  Lord  Minto,  the  British  ambassador  at  Vienna,  accompanied  by  a  power  to  draw  for 
the  same  smn,  at  the  end  of  six  months,  and  with  affecting  expressions  of  gratitude,  adds : — *'  I  own  to  yon  that  the 
'*  succour  granted  to  me  could  not  be  more  timely ;  for,  without  it,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  me  to  sub- 
siat,  on  aocount  of  the  irreparable  loss  of  all  my  income ;  the  very  funds  bemg  also  destroyed ;  so  that  I  should 
otherwise  have  been  reduced  for  the  short  remauder  of  my  life  to  languish  in  misery  and  indigence.'' 


■« 
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BOOK  n.  the  legion;  those  citizens  also  ^hohad  rendered 

eminent  services  to  the  state  in  the  late  war,  or 

Chap.  XXII.  who,  by  their  knowledge,  talents,  and  virtues,  had 
^'^"^^CT^  contributed  to  establish  and  defend  the  principles 
1802  Qf  ^jjg  republic,  or  had  caused  the  government 
to  be  respected,  to  be  eligible  to  that  appoint- 
ment :  and  Joseph  Bonaparte,  the  brother  of  the 
first  consul,  was  elected  grand-master  of  the 
new  order.  Thus  was  the  consular  throne  not 
only  declared  permanent,  but  a  military  order  of 
nobility  was  created  for  its  protection  and 
support. 

The  first  consul,  considering  his  authority  as 
.  incomplete  while  any  power  was  left  in  the  state 
which  did  not  immediately  emanate  from  himself, 
promulgated  to  the  people,  through  the  medium 
of  the  senate,  an  organic  senatus  consultum,  or  act 
of  the  conservative  senate,  in  virtue  of  which 
considerable  changes  were  made  in  the  constitu- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  the 
authority  of  the  executive  power.  By  this  act 
the  first  consul  was  virtually  invested  with  the 
nomination  of  the  senate :  to  which  body  was 
confided  the  administration  of  the  colonies  ;  every 
thing  not  provided  for  by  the  constitution  ;  and 
the  interpretation  of  all  the  articles  of  the  consti- 
tution itself.  To  this  oligarchical  assembly  also 
belonged  the  power  of  suspending  the  functions 
of  juries ;  of  proclaiming  departments  out  of  the 
protection  of  the  law  ;  of  determining  when  per- 
sons arrested  in  extraordinary  cases  were  to  be 
brought  before  the  tribunals;  of  dissolving  the 
legislative  body  and  the  tribunate,  and  of  appoiut- 
iing  the  consuls.  And  in  order  the  more  fully  to 
rivet  the  fetters  of  despotism  on  the  nation,  the 
members  of  the  grand  council  of  the  legion  of 
honour  were  appointed  members  of  the  senate. 
But  the  worst  feature  in  this  code  of  slavery  was 
to  be  found  in  the  administration  of  justice:  a 
grand  judge  was  appointed  by  the  first  consul, 
who  presided  over  the  tribunal  of  ultimate  appeal, 
and  held  the  power  of  censure  and  discipline 
over  Ull  the  other  tribunals.  To  depress  the 
authority  of  the  legislative  body  and  the  tribu- 
nate, founded,  however  imperfectly,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  representation,  and  to  exalt  the  senate, 
who  depended  chiefly  on  the  choice  and  nomina- 
tion of  the  first  consul,  was  the  grand  object  of 
this  despotic  change,  by  which  political  liberty 
was  in  efTeot  annihilated. 

The  restoration  of  peace  with  England  once 
more  opened  the  seas  to  the  marine  of  France, 
and  induced  the  French  government  to  turn  their 
attention  to  the  recovery  of  St.  Domingo.  A 
fleet  of  twenty-six  ships  of  war  was  with  this 
view  collected  in  t\w  harbours  of  Brest,  L'Orient, 
and  Rochefort,  in  tlu;  liitt  r  nioiidis  of  1801,  and 
put  to  sea  on  the  lith  of  l>.;ce.ubpr  in  that  year. 
This  fleet,  and  the  transports  by  which  it  was 
accompanied,    carried  a«  army  of  twenty-fivo 


thousand  men.     A  fleet  was  also  fitted  out  in  the 
Texel,  which  sailed  two  days  afterwards,  and  as 
single  ships  conveying  troops  and  sapplies  con- 
tinued to  sail  from  France  till   the  end  of  the 
month  of  March,  in  the  following  year,  the  whole 
force  sent  on  this  fatal  service   amounted   pro- 
bably to   nearly  forty  thousand  men.     Early  in 
the   month   of  February,  this  formidable  arma- 
ment reached   its  destination,     when   the  com- 
mander-in-chief   formed    his    forces    into  three 
divisions  :  the  first,  under  the  orders  of  Rear- 
admiral  Latouch,  was  intended    to  disembark  a 
body  of   troops   at  Port-au-Prince,     under  the 
command  of  General  Boudet.     The  second  was 
destined    to    debark    the    division    of  General 
"Rochambeau  at  the  Bay  of  Manceniile.     Viliaret 
conducted  the  rest  of  the  fleet  and  forces  to  Cape 
Francois,  with  an  intention  of  taking  possession 
of  Cape  Town.     This  last  division  was  under  the 
immediate     orders   of   the  commander-in-chief, 
General  Leclerc.     On  the  arrival  of  the  FreDch 
fleet,  Toussaint   Louverture,   the  African  chief, 
whose  talents  had  elev.ited  him  from  the  station 
of  a  slave  to  the  rank  of  governor  and  comman- 
der-in-chief of  the  forces  in  St.    Domingo,  was 
absent  from  the  Cape,  having  confided  the  com- 
mand to  Christoplie,  another  of  the  negro  s^ene- 
rals.     The  French  general  hastened  to  aniiounce 
his  arrival,  and  demanded  the  necessary  facilities 
for  disembarking   his   troops;    but  the  ansffer 
returned  to  his  summons  was,  that  Toussaint  was 
absent  from  the  Cape,  and    that  if  any  attempt 
was  made  to  effect  a  landing  before  bis  return  the 
town  would  be  consigned  to  the  flmiies.     To  this 
intimation  Leclerc  replied,  that  if  Christophe  did 
not  that  very  day  deliver  up  to  the  French  army 
the  forts  of  Piccolet  and  Belair,  with  all  the  bat- 
teries on  the  coast,  an  army  of  fifteen  thousani 
men  would  be  era[)loyed  the  day  following  to  take 
possession  of  tliem   by  force.      This  letter  was 
accompanied  with  a  proclamation   from  Bona- 
parte,  to  the  people  of   St.  Domingo,  inviting 
them    to    peace    and    submission.       The   chief 
consul  had  also  addressed  a  letter  to  Toussaint, 
presenting  to  him  all  the  blandishments  of  riches, 
honour,  and  public  favour,  and  expressed  in  these 
terms  : 

To  Citizen  Toussaint   Louverture,   General-in-Cbiei  of 
"the  Ainiy  of  St.  Domingo. 

"  Citizen  General, 
*'  Peace  with  England,  and  all  the  powers  of  Europe, 
which  places  the  Republic  in  the  first  degree  of  greiweU 
and  power,  enables,  at  the  same  time,  the  gaw»rDa»«^ot  to 
direct  its  attention  to  St.  Doming-o.    We  send  Slither  CitiacB 
Leclerc,  our  brother-in-law,  in  qualit}^  of  captaiD-g^"'''?'» 
as  first  magistrate  of  the  colony.     He  is  accompaniH  ^^^^ 
the  necessary  forces  to  make  the  sovereig-nty  of  the  Frencii 
people  respected.     It  is  under  these  circumstances,  that  wa 
are  disposed  to  hope  that  you  will  proYe  to  us,  »»*•  ^^ 
Finance,  the  Kinceriiv  of  the  sentiments  yop  b»ve<JOW<*°\ 
]y  depressed  in  the  uifftrent  letters  you  have  uritteo  U)  ^ 
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We  have  concdred  an  esteem  for  ^ou,  and  we  wish  to 
reco^ixe  and  pvodMm  tbe  rreat  acmoes  you  have  done  the 
French  peo|ftio.  If  their.  oobarB  fly  en  St.  Domingo,  it  is  to 
vott  and  to  your  hraTe  blacks^that  they  are  indebted.  Called 
by  your  talents,  and  the  force  of  circumstances,  to  the  first 
command,  you  have  destroyed  the  civil  war,  put  a  stop  to 
the  perseeations  of  some  ftrocious  men,  restored  to  honour 
the  religion  and  worship  of  Ood^  from  whom  all  things 
proceed.  The  constitution  that  you  have  formed,^  though 
containing  many  good  things,  contains  others  which  ate 
contrary  to  the  dignity  and  sovereignty  of  the  French  peo- 
ple, of  which  St.  Domingo  forms  but  a  part 

**  We  have  made  known  to  jour  children,  and  to  their 
fnreoeptor,  the  sentiments  by  >which  we  are  animated.  We 
send  them  back  to  you.  Assist  with  your  councils^  your 
influence,  and  your  talents,  the  captain -eeneral.  .  What  can 
you  desire?  the  freedom  of  the  Macks r  You  know,  that 
in  all  the  countries  we  have  be^  in,  we  have  given  it  to  the 
people  who  had  it  not.  Do  yen  desire  consideration, 
LoBOttrs,  fortune  ?  It  ia  net  aftf r  the  services  you  have 
rendered,  the  services  you  can  still  render*  with  the  particu- 
lar sentiments  we  havefor  you,  that  you  ouffht  to  be  doubt- 
fal  with  respect  to  your  consideration,  your  fortune,  and  the 
bonouirs  that  await  you.  Make  known  to  the  people  of  1^. 
Dmniiupo,  that  the  solidtude  which  France  has  ahvays 
evincedfor  their  happiness,  has  often  been  rendered  impo- 
tent by  the  imperious  circumstances  of  war ;  that  men,  who 
came  from  the  continent  to  agitate  and  nourish  factions,  were 
the  produce  of  the  factions  which  destroyed  the  country ; 
that  in  future,  peace,  and  the  power  of  the  govemmeDt, 
insure  their  prosperity  and  freedom. 

**  H^Iy,  without  rq^irve,  on  our  esteem ;  and  conduct 
yourself  as  one  of  the  principal  citixeos  of  the  greatest  na- 
non  of  the  world  ought  to  do. 

"  The  First  Consul— BONAPARTE." 

••  Tftris,  17th  Brumaire,  Bth  Nov.  1801. 

The  French  general,  finding  Christophe  im- 
iDOvable^  and  considertng  further  delay  as  dan- 
gerous, effected  the  debarkation  of  his  troops  in 
the  bay  of  Limbe,  several  leagues  from  Cape 
Town,  with  the  intention  of  marching  to  the 
heights  behind  the  Cape,  while  General  Rocham- 
beau  gained  the  heights  of  St.  Sauzanne,  Don- 
don,  and  Grande  Rhi^re.  The  object  of  these 
combined  movements  was  to  save  the  beautiful 
plantations  which  surrounded  the  Cape,  and  if 
possible  the  city  itself.  The  fleet  under  Yillaret 
sustained,  on  entering  the  road,  an  obstinate^ 
though  not  a  very  injurious  fire  from  Forts  Belair 
and  St.  Michael,  but  the  city  suffered  much,  and 
Gkn^ral  Leclerc,  on  bis  approach,  beheld  it  in 
flames.  The  progress  of  the  fire  was  with  much 
difficulty  arrested  by  the  united  efforts  of  the 
naval  and  military  force,  and  Leclerc  at  length 
obtained  complete  possession  of  Cape  Francois. 
In  every  other  quarter  the  French  were  equally 
successful,  and  at  the  town  of  St.  Domingo  they 
were  received  by  the  Spaniards  with  every 
demonstration  of  joy. 

The  French  general  now  directed  his  atten- 
tion to  tlie  sable  chief — Toussaint  Louverture; 
he  transmitted  to  him  the  first  consuFs  letter, 
already  quoted,  and  planned  an  attack  upon  his 

Etrental  feelings  by  means  of  an  interview  with 
8  children.    Their  mother,  who  received  her 
(No.  27.) 


long  absent  ofllspring  with  feelings  of  natural  BOOK  II. 

transport,  joined  with  the  children  in  supplicating 

her  husband  to  accept  the  terms  proposed  to  him  <^vap.  xxir. 
by  the  mother  country.     But  the  inflexible  mind  ^^^"^^^ 
of  the  African  could  not  be  moved  from  his  pur-      ^®^^ 
pose,    and  after  an  arduous  struggle  between 
affection  and  duty,  he  returned  to  his  camp,  to 
share  in  the  dangers  and  abide  the  destiny  of  his 
countrymen.     Irritated  at  the  failure  of  a  plan 
from  which  so  much  was  expected,  Leclerc  dis- 
dained all  further  pacific  overtures,  and  issued  a 
proclamation  in   which  he  designated    General 
Toussaint  as  a  ^'frantic  monster,^'  accused  him  of 
perfidy  and  rebellion,  declared  that  officer  and 
nis  compeer  Christophe  out  of  the  protection  of 
the  law,    and  ordered  all   good    citizens    ^^to 
pursue  them  and  treat  them  as  rebels." 

Although  some  progress  had  been  made 
towards  the  conquest  of  St.  Domingo,  it  was  not 
till  the  17th  of  February,  1802,  that  the  campaign 
in  that  island  actually  commenced.  On  that  day 
the  division  of  Desfoumeux  advanced  to  the 
Limbe ;  the  division  under  General  Hardi  to  the 
Grand  Boucamp ;  and  that  under  General  Ro- 
chambeau,  against  La  Januerie  and  the  wood 
of  TAme.  A  small  corps,  composed  of  the  gar- 
rison ot  the  Cape  and  Fort  Dauphine,  at  the 
same  time  advanced  against  St.  Sauzanne,  Le 
Tron,  and  Valli^re ;  where  they  had  to  contend 
with  great  disadvantages  in  the  ground,  and  to 
encounter  the  attacks  of  the  negroes,  concealed 
amongst  the  trees  and  bordering  the  vallies. 
Notwithstanding  every  resistance,  the  columns 
appointed  to  this  service  took  possession  of  the 

f>ositions  of  Plaisance,  St.  Michael,  and  Marme- 
ade,  from  which  they  succeeded  in  expelling 
General  Christophe,  with  an  army  of  tw^  thou* 
sand  four  hundred  men.  Of  this  interesting  and 
sanguinary  campaign  the  only  official  account 
extant  is  to  be  found  in  the  dispatches  of  General 
Leclerc,  and  the  following  details  are  given  on 
his  authority : 

^^  The  attempt  of  General  Debelles  to  dislodge 
the  rebel  General  Maurepas  from  his  position  at  ^ 
Gk>naives  entirely  failed,  owing  to  a  very  heavy 
fall  of  rain,  which  harassed  the  French  troops  and 
prevented  them  from  acting  with  effect.  Several 
other  columns,  however,  of  the  French  army 
advanced  against  him,  and  a  few  days  after  Mau- 
repas thought  proper  to  surrender  himself,  upon 
the  condition  held  out  in  Genera)  Leclerc's  pro- 
clamation of  retaining  his  rank.  General  Dessa- 
lines  proved  the  most  dexterous  as  well  as  the 
most  bloody  of  the  rebels ;  and  by  a  succession  of 
rapid  manoeuvres  he  found  means  to  set  fire  to . 
the  Leogane,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  General 
Boudet.  General  Laplume,  commanding  the 
south,  voluntarily  submitted  to  the  French 
Government ;  by  which  means  this  portion  of  the 
island  was  put  into  possession  of  the  Fr^nqU 
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BOOK  II.  forces,  and  General  Dessalines  was  forced  in  con^ 

sequence  to  retire  into  the  fastnesses   of  the 

Chap.X^II.  country.  Christophe,  after  setting  fire  to 
^"""^T^CT^  Gonaives,  was  driven  from  post  to  post,  and  at 
1902  length  obliged  to  seek  refuge  in  the  mountains* 
The  strong  position  of  RaTine*a-Coulenore  was 
occupied  by  Toussaint,  with  a  chosen  body  of 
troops,  composed  of  fiye  hundred  grenadiers, 
twelve  hundred  picked  men,  and  four  hundred 
dragoons*  Every  means  bad  been  employed  to 
render  this  position  impregnable,  but  it  was 
attacked  with  irresistible  impetuosity  by  General 
Rochambeau,  and  after  a  desperate  conflict,  in 
which  Toussainf  s  troops  fought  man  to  man,  he 
was  at  length  forc^  to  give  way,  and  to  retreat 
in  confusion  to  the  Petite  Riviere,  leaving  eight 
hundred  men  dead  on  the  field  of  battle.*'  ^^Thus,'* 
adds  General  Leclerc  in  conclusion,  ^^  has  the 
army  of  St.  Domingo,  in  a  campaign  of  five  day8> 
(dispersed  the  principal  bodies  of  the  enemy,  and 
made  itself  master  of  their  baggage,  and  a  part 
of  their  artillery ;  desertion  has  reached  their 
camp;  Clervaux^Laplume,  Maurejpas,  and  several 
other  bl/ick  dhiefs,  or  men  of  colour,  have  sub« 
initted;  the  cultivators  have  returned  to  th^ 
habitations ;  and  the  plantations  of  the  south  are 
preserved  entire,  while  all  the  Spanish  part  of  the 
island  has  completely  submitted.*'*  , 

In  another  letter,  dated  the  first  of  March, 
the  general  says,  ^'  We  are  now  in  pursuit  of 
Toussaint,  who  has  retired  into  the  Mirebelais. 
General  Rochambeau,  who  has  passed  the  Ester  ; 
iSeneral  Boudet,  who  has  set  out  for  Port-aii- 
Prince ;  and  the  columns  of  the  Spanish  army, 
which  are  marching  in  that  direction,  induce  me 
to  hope  that  he  cannot  long  escape  us.  Of  his 
five  hundred  horse  guards  tliree  hundred  have 
deserted  him.  Dessalines,  the  most  ferocious  of 
the  African  rebels^  has  massacred  some  whites. 
All  the  coasts  and  the  ports  of  the  island  are  in 
our  possession,  but  nothing  ean  equal  the  fatigues 
of  our  troops,  except  their  indignation  against 
these  ferocious  banditti." 

General  Leclerc's  details  of  the  campaign, 
even  at  its  commencement,  present  a  dreadful 
picture  of  the  nature  of  this  contest,  which  seems 
.  to  have  been  conducted  upon  an  indiscriminate 
massacreoB  one  $ide,and  a  horrible  system  of  reta- 
liation on  the  other.  The  important  post  of  OrSt^a 
Pierrot  was  defended  withi  the  utmost  obstinacy 
by  the  rebel  army ;  and  the  French  force,  not 
sufficiently  strong  to  protect  its  other  conquests 
and  to  attack  this  position,  marched  itfto  the  inte- 
rior, while  Toussaint  and  Christophe  fell  upon  the 
country  in  their  rear,  and  after  burning  all  the 
towns  in  the-  northern  plain,  braved  General 
Boyer  in  his  intrenchments  within  a  few  miles  of 
,  the  Cape»    The  reinforcements  from  Havre  and 


Flushings  which  arrived  soon  after  these  actions 
had   been  fought,  gave  the  French  a  decided 
superioHty ;  but  tihtouefa  the  rebels  were  unable  to 
meet  them  in  the  field,  yet  the  European  forces, 
weakened,  by  the  climate,  and  diminished  by  ibe 
sword,  could  neither  fallow  up  their  advantages 
nor  retain  possession  <tf  many  of  their  oonqaestn. 
In  another  dispatch  from  General  Leclerc^ 
dated  the  8th  of  May,  from  the  head-quarters 
of  the  Gape,  he  says,  '^  Previous  to  the  arrival 
of  the  soceours  frosi  Europe,  the  rebels  were 
beaten  and  dispersed  in  every  direction*;  terror 
filled  their  canips;   their  magaaines  were  ex- 
hausted ;  their  gun*  powder  failed ;  and  for  food 
they  were  obliged  to  eat  bananas.    The  arrival 
of  the  squadren  from  Flushing  and  Havre  g^ve 
the  finishing  blow  to  their  hopes.    Christephe 
]^ent  to  inform  me,  that  he  had  always  been  a 
friend  to  the  whites,  whose  social  qualities  and 
information  he  had  esteemed  most  highly  :  that 
all  the  Europeans  who  had  been  in  St.  I><Mniago 
could  bear  testimony  to  his  principles,  and  to  his 
conduct ;    but,    that    imperious    circumstances, 
which  govern,  and  frequently   decide  the  con- 
duct of  public  charactefs,  had  deprived  him  of 
the  power  of  acting  aecording  to  his  own  incli- 
nations.   In  a  vrord,  he  was  anxious  to  know 
whether  there  remained  any  hopes  of  safety  for 
him."      ^'  I  answered  in  return,"  adds  General 
Leclerc,  ^^  that  with  the  French  people,  the  door 
of  repentance  was  always  open ;  that  the  <son- 
stant  habit  of  the  first  consul  was  to  weigh  the 
actions  of  men,  and  that  a  single  misdeed,  what- 
ever were  its  consequences,  never  eflkoed  the 
remembrance    of   services    formerly  rendered  ; 
that,   in   fact,   the  information  I  had  received 
previous  to  my  departure  from  Europe  was  f»er« 
sonally  favourable  to  him ;  and  that,   if  he  was 
willing  to  place  himself  at  my  disposal,  he  would 
have  reason  to  be  satisfied.     Still  he  hesitated. 
Several  columns  accordingly  marched  in  pursuit 
of  him,  and  some  slight  encounters  took  place. 
At  length,  Christophe  apprised  me,  that  I  had 
only  to  send  him  my  orders,  and  he  would  obey 
them.    The  orders  1  sent  were,  that  he  should 
repair  alone  to  the  Cape,  dismiss  all  the  labour- 
ing negroes  whom  he  had  still,  with  him,  and 
collect  all  the  troops  under  his  command.    Every 
thing  was  punctuaHy  executed ;  and  the  submis- 
sion of  this  chief  completed  the  consternation  of 
the  rebel    cause.      Toussaint  employed    every 
means  to  acquaint  me  with  the  afilicting  situation 
in  which  he  was  placed,  and  with  what  pain  he 
saw   hostilities  continued    without    object    and 
without  end.    He  added,  that  though  adverse 
circumstances  had  impaired  his  strength,  yet  that 
he  still  remained  sufficiently  powemd  to  bum, 
ravage,  and  destroy ;  and  to  enable  him  to  sell 


^  Dispatch  fron  General  Leclerc  to  the  l^rench  Misister  of  Marine,  dated  February  27^  IQOHi 
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dearly  a  life,  which  bad  once  been  usefal  iQ 
the  mother  country.  I  cauejed  Toussaint  to  be 
inform^/'  says  the  general  in  conclusion,  ^^  that 
he  had  only  to  repair  to  the  Cape,  and  thai  the 
hour  of  pardon  might  still  return.  He  did  not 
Ml  to  profit  by  the  permission  I  had  giiron  him ; 
he  came  to  see  me,  intreated  that  he  might  be 
restored  tofairour,  and  took  an  oath  of  fiddity  to 
France.  I  accepted  his  submission^  and  ordered 
(lim  to  repair  to  a  plantation  near  Gonai^es,  and 
ne¥er  to  leaTc  it  without  my  permission.  Dea- 
aalines  I  hare  placed  at  a  plantation  near  St. 
Marc." 

The  terms  of  the  negociation  on  whidi  the 
submission  of  the  negro  generals  i^as  grounded 
•have  been  studiously  concealed,  but  they  no 
doubt  had  for  their  bases  the  personal  freedom 
of  the  chiefe,  and  a  recognition  and  security  of 
their  property.  But  whatever  might  be  the  terms 
of  the-  treaty,    it  is  evident  that  the   captain- 

Snersl  of  the  French  army  had.no  intention  to 
[fil  them  ;  for  no  sooner  was  the  neg^  chief  in 
his  power,  and  the  conquest  of  the  colony  ap- 

tarently  secured^  than  he  perpetraled  one  of  the 
asest  acts  of  perfidy  that  ever  difigraced  any 
government.  The  abdicated  general  was  ac- 
cused of  a  conspiracy,  though  no  time  had 
•elapsed  from  bis  submission  to  his  seisore  fo 
meditate^  much  less  to  organize  such  a  measure. 
Toussaint  had  retired  to  his  estate,  to  enjoy  in 
the  bosom  of  his  Ceunily  that  happiness  which 
be  had  not  found  in  the  tented-fidd.  But  his 
tranquillity  was  of  short  duration.  Before  the 
expiration  of  the  first  month  of  his  retirement, 
in  the  dead  of  the  night,  the  Creole  frigate,  es- 
corted by  the  Hero,  a  seventy-four  gun  ship,v 
from  Cape  Frangois,  stood  in  close  to  the  shore 
of  Gonaives :  troops  landed  from  several  boats 
employed  in  this  midnight  mission,  surrounded 
the  dwelling  of  Toussaint,  where  his  family  lay 
asleep,,  unconscious  of  their  impending  fate,  and 
Brunet,  chief  of  brigade,  and  Ferrari,  an  aide- 
de-camp  of  lieolerc,  entered  Toussaint^s  cham- 
ber with  a  file  of  grenadiers,  and  demanded  his 
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immediate   surrender.    This    unfortunate   chief  BOOK  II. 
declared  himself  indifferent  to  his  own  iate,  but  ^ 

pleaded  for  his  family  :  *^  I  shall  not  rescrt  the^sAK  xxiL 
power  ypu  have  obtained  over  me,'*  said  he, 
<^  bu.t  my  wife  is  feeble,  and  my  children  can 
do  no  barm,  suffer  them  to  remain  at  home.'' 
These  entreaties  were  in  vain ;  they  were  hur- 
ried on  board  the  ship,  and  before  the  country 
ibecanpe.  alarmed  were  imder  sail  to  France.* 

Tfa^  tranquillity  of  St.  Domingo  was  of 
shprt  duration :  Christdphe  and  Dessalines,  ap- 
prehensive of  sharing  the  fate  of  their  cora- 
jnander,  saTed  themselres  by  flight.  The  negroes 
complained  that  they  had  been  betrayed,  the 
whole  island  roTolted, .  and  the  climate  came  to 
.the  assistance  of  ^'  these  avengers  of  tyranny 
and  falsehood." .  The  mortality  amon^  the 
French. troops,  during  their  short  campaign  in 
the  We^t  Indies,  was  beyond  all  example  ;  and 
in  the  month  of  jS€A>tember,  their  whole  force, 
including  a  corps  of  four  thousand  blacks,  vras 
reduced  to  tw,enty-seven  thousand  five  hundred 
men,  one-fifth  of  whom  were  in  the  hospitals. 
But  the  catastrophe  of  this  West  Indian  tragedy 
.must  be  reserv.ea  for  a  future  chapter. 

At  this  period  the  island  of  Guadaloupe, 
like  that  of  St.  Domingo,  became  the  theatre  of 
civil  w&r.  Here  too  the  negroes  struggled  with 
great  resolutian  against  the  chains  which  were 
prepared  for  them ;  but  after  a  sanguinarv  re- 
sistance^  they  were  subdued  by  a  large  miutary 
Sorctf  under  the  comman(i  of  Admiral  Bouret 
and  General  Richepanse.  The  extermination 
of  those  who  continued  what  was  termed  refirac* 
tory,  that  is,  of  those  who  preferred  priTation 
and  death  to  slavery,  was  continued  with  cruel 
zeal  and  unrelenting  rigour  by  the  French  ge- 
neral; until  at  length,  either  the  empire  of  the 
grave,  or  the  sullen  tranquillity  of  sTayery,  was 
establjsbed  ovev  the  whole  island. 

In  Tobago,  when  intelligence  arrived  that 
the  island  was  to  be  restored  to  France,  the 
people  of  colour  flew  to  arms ;  and  determined 
to  attack  the  British  troops  inder  Brigadier- 


*  ToussAWT  IjOUvb&tuiib,  an  African  by  bLrtb»  was  sold  at  a  very  eariy  a^e  tato  slavery.  The  disad* 
vantageous  circumstances  of  his  youth,  precluded  him  from  the  eDJoymeot  of  a  liberal  education.  Bat  natare  had 
compensated  this  misfortune ;  and  so  early  as  the  year  1796,  his  superior  talents  had  elevated  him  to  a  command 
in  the  French  army  of  St.  Dominga,  under  General  Rochambeau.  The  influence  he  possessed  orer  the  Macks, 
and  the  confidence  bestowed  upon  hiai  by  the  European  part  of  the  population,  induced  him,  aA«r  the  expulsion 
of  the  French  from  St.  Domingo  by  the  English,  to  aspire  to  sovereign  power,  and  he  consolidated  his  autho- 
rtty  by  the  wisest  and  most  humane  regulations.  On  the  arriral  of  the  formidable  armament  from  France,  under 
Qenend  Leclerc,  the  mosC  alluring  offers  of  personal  aggrandizement  were  made  to  him  by  the  first  consul ;  and 
iti  rgecfiNg  those  proposals  he  displayed  a  firmness  and  dignity  of  soul  that  would  have  done  honour  to  a  Roman. 
Of  his  humanity,  it  is  a  sufficient  testimonial  that  he  possessed  the  respect  of  the  while  inhabitants,  whom  the 
rage  of  insurrection  had  spared ;  nor  does  he  appear  to  have  been  devoid  of  religion,  but  on  the  contrary,  to 
have-  applied  the  principles  of  chr^Btianity  to  one  of  their  noblest  purposes^to  soften  the  ferocity,  and  temper  the 
violence  of  the  saf age  tribes  placed  under  his  oommaad.  The  history  of  this  gallant  bat  unfortunate  chief,  firom 
the  time  he  was  forced  away  from  St.  Domingo»  is  soon  told ;  on  his  arrival  in  France  he  was  immured  in  a 
dungpeoo,  where  he  died  in  the  following  year,  of  apoplexy,  as  it  was  asserted,  but  not  without  violent  silspt^ 
cion  that  his  life  was  terminated  by  the  hand  of  an  assassiiii 
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BOOK  II.  general  Carmichaely  who  bad  under  hid  command 
'  only  200  men ;  but  the  British  gweral  having 

c«tt.  XXII.  gained  intelligence  of  the  plot,  seized  thirty  of 
the  ringleaders.  The  following  day,  he  hung 
one  of  Siem,  on  the  signal  sttfff  at  the  fort,  and 

Jave  orders  that  his  body,  thus  suspended,  should 
e  lowered  and  hoisted  about  thirty  times.  The 
negroes,  who  saw  the  execution  from  a  distance, 
considered  each  devation  as  a  separate  execution, 
and  concluding  that  all  their  chiefs  had  suffered 
death,  they  abandoned  the  further  prosecation  of 
ibeir  project  as  hopeless.  In  consequence  of 
this  early,  and  comparatively  bloodless  suppres- 
sion of  the  mutiny,  the  French  experienced  no 
aerious  opposition,  when,  in  the  month  of  October 
following,  they  took  possession  of  this  island  in 
virtue  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 

In  the  island  of  Dominica  a  Tery  serious 
alarm  was  created  by  the  mutiny  of  an  entire 
regiment  of  blacks,  wjho,  in  the  first  transport  of 
their  fury,  put  to  death  Captain  Cameron,  Lieu- 
tenants Mackay  and  Wastneys,  Commissary 
Laign,  and  Quarter- master  Mackay,  besides 
wounding  two  other  oi&cers.  No  sooner  had 
intelligence  of  this  tragical  event,  which  origin- 
ated in  the  pay  of  the  troops  being  delayed,  and 
the  accustomed  allowance  of  food  diminished, 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Hon.  Cochrane 
Johnstone,  who  was  colonel  of  the  revolted  regi- 
ment, and  governor  of  the  island,  than  he  im- 
mediately collected  all  the  militia  and  Euro- 
Eean  troops  that  could  be  mustered,  and  em- 
arked  for.  Prince  Rupert's,  the  scene  of  the 
insurrection.  After  an  ineffectual  resistance  on 
the  part  of  the  mutineers,  who  resisted  the  land- 
ing of  the  troops,  they  were  at  length  totally 
routed,  and  the  whole  of  their  force,  vrith  the  ex^ 
ceptioh  of  forty  grenadiers,  were  either  killed, 
or  made  prisoners. 

While  these  contests  prevailed  in  the 
Western  Archipelago,  the  French  legislative 
body,  as  if  resolved  that  the  sufferings  and 
calamities  of  the  French  revolution  should  be 
compensated  by  no  advantages  to  the  human 
race,  abrogated  the  decree  of  the  national  con- 
vention, declaring  **  that  negro  slavery  in  all 
the  colonies  was  abolished."*  By  this  act  of 
the  legislative  body,  which  was  passed  on  the 
the  17th  of  May,  in  the  present  year,  slavery 
was  re-  established  in  all  the  French  colonies, 
on  the  same  footing  as  it  stood  previous  to  the 
year  1789 ;  and  the  slave  trade,  and  the  im- 
portation of  negroes,  were  ordered  to  be  renewed, 
with  all  the-  encouragement  and  advantages 
which  this  detestable  traffic  enjoyed  under  the 
old  French  government.  But  the  consequence 
of  this  retrogade  act  of  oppression  was  soon 
panifest,  and  contributed^  with  every  page  of  the 


history  of  the  West  Indies,  to  fbrnish  a  practi- 
ce illustration  of  the  trcith  of  the  remark,  thai 
*^  human  policy  never  fixes  one  end  of  a  chain 
*^  round  the  ancle  of  a  slave,  but  divine  ju!§tiee 
*'  rivets  the  other  round  the  neck  of  his  tyrant.*' 

The  oppression  and  rapacity  of  the  govent- 
ment  of  France  under  the  directory  bad  beeA 
no  where  more  conspicuous  than  in  Switzerland  ; 
but  since  the  establishment  of  the  consular  con- 
stitution, the  general  state  of  public  affairs  m 
tiiat  country  had  undergone,  as  in  France,  a 
great  amelioration,  more  particularly  in  the  pro- 
ceedings that  had  taken  place  subsequent  to  the 
treaty  of  Luneviile.  But  the  government  of 
Switzerland  was  still  formed  on  the  French 
model,  and  the  people,  ardently  attached  to  their 
ancient  laws  and  institutions,  hoped,  with  the 
return  of  peace,  to  attain  the  restoration  of 
their  former  system  of  government.  No  sooner 
had  the  French  troops  withdrawn  themselves 
from  the  Swiss  democratic  cantons,  than  the  in- 
habitants rose  in  arras,  and  after  vnrestin^  the 
cities  of  Zurich,  .Berne,  and  Friburg,  from  the 
officers  of  the  obnoxious  government,  appointed 
Aloys  Reding,  a  man  of  commanding  talents,  tfie 
chief  of  the  insurrection. 

In  these  circumstances  the  principal  mem- 
bers and  adherents  of  the  new  constitution,  now 
assembled  at  Lausanne,    invoked  the  powerful 
assistance  of  France.    While  on  the  other  hand, 
the  leaders  of  the  insurgents  established  a  pro^ 
visional  government  witfaNout  delay  at  Berne,  and 
deputed  one  of  their  body  to  Paris,  who  arriyed 
Jn  that  city  on  the  28th  of  September,  for  tfae- 
purpose  of  intreating  the  first  consul  to  suffer  tbe 
people  of  Switzerland  to  settle  their  affairs  amoag 
themselves,  without  foreign  interference.    At  the 
same  time  they  issued  a  proclamation,   leaving 
the  inhabitants  of  the  several  cantons  at  liberty 
to  choose  and  regulate  their  own  local  govern- 
ments, and  recommending  a  liberal  and  ratimiid 
plan  as  the  bases  of  the  Helvetic  Confederacy. 

The  agent  of  the  insurgents  who  had  been 
dispatched  to  Paris,  had  instructions  to  addi^ss 
himself  to  the  ministers  resident  there,  of  the  prin- 
cipal powers  of  Europe,  and  to  solicit  their  inter- 
ference and  assistance  in  the  objects  of  his  mis- 
sion. For  some  time  he  flattered  himself,  from  the 
result  of  an  interview  with  M.  Talleyrand,  that 
the  first  consul  would  interpose  no  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  any  arrangement  which  the  Swiss 
might  agree  upon  among  themselves.  But  how 
great  was  his  surprise  when  a  proclama^on  was 
issued  the  very  next  day  from  the  palace  of  St. 
Cloud,  signed  '' Bonaparte,'*  and  addressed  to 
^Uhe  eighteen  cantons  of  the  Helvetic  Republic,'* 
in  which  he  declared,  ^^  that  it  had  been  deter- 
mined by  him  not  to  interfere  further  with  their 


•  See  Book  I.  Chap.  XYIII.  Paig^e  133. 
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oflliirs,  but  as  he  neifli^  could  nor  ought  to 
nmiain  insensible  to  t^e  miserj  of  ^iofa  party 
bftd  nmde  fhem  the  idetims,  be  recalled  bis:  oeter- 
mi&ation.'^  "  f  wtll^**  added  be,  <^  be  the  media- 
tor  of  your  differences;  but  my  mediation  riiall 
be  dRcaciotts,  sudi  bb  befits  the  great'  people  in 
tirhoee  name  I  apeak.**  The  first  consul  tbeai 
Commanded' all  bosdiities  to  cease,  and  reqi^red 
the  senate  and  eaisb  canton  to  send  deputies  to 
Puris  to  consult  with  him  upon  the  means  of 
restoring  union  and  tranquSlMty. 

The  Helvetic  diet,  in  a  dtspatdi' written  t^m 
Scbwits,  on  the  8th  of  October,  and  attdressed  to 
the  first  conslil,  replied,  **  The  iDovementB  which 
have  taketf^lace  m  Switzerland  are  not,  gene- 
tul  consul,  the  result  of  a  spirit  of  party  ;  the 
Swiss  nation  has  no  othei^  object  in  view  than  to 
make  use  of  the  right  which  she  claims,  of  giv- 
i*g  herself  a  central  and  cantonal  'constitution, 
founded  on  her  position  and  her  wants  ;  a  sacred 
and  precious  right,  which  yon  deigned  yourself 
to  insiinre  by  the  treaty  of  Luneville.** 

Further  negociations  ensned ;  but  the  most 
nnenswerable  reply  to  all  these  remonstrances 
Was  found  in  the  introduction  of  a  French  ar'my 
of  thirty  thousand  men,  under  the  command  of 
General  Ney,  into  the  territory  of  Switzerland. 
The  diet  at  SchfHtz,  fully  awwre  liow  utterljr 
mavailing  it  would  be  to  attempt  any  resistance 
against  the  overwhelming  force  that  might  be 
brought  against  them,  took  the  resolution  of 
delivering  up  their  powers  into  the  trands  of  their 
constitiients  as  soon  as  the  Frendi  troops  should 
enter  Switzerland,  and  on  the  98th  of  October 
f htit  body  was  dissolved  by  its  own  act.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  confidential  agent  of  the  Swiss 
patriots  addressed  himself  in  the  most  tirgent 
terms  to  the  Russian,  Prussian,  and  AastriaOi 
Umbassadors  at  Pteir^,  soliciting  them  jointly  to 
intercede  with  the  first  consul,  in  order  to  avert 
the  impending  evil ;  but  not  one  of  these  minis- 
ters WQuld  deign  to  admit  him  to  an  audience. 
From  the  British  resident,  Mr.  Merry,  to  whom 
he  at  the  same  time  made  a  similar  application, 
he  met  with  a  more  favourable  reception  ;  and  an 
intelligent  negociator,  Mr.  Moore,  was  sent  by 
the  English  government  to  Switzerland,  in  order 
to  establish  a  communication  with  the  chiefs  of 
the  insurrection  ;  but  finding,  on  his  arrival,  that 
the  people  were,  as  they  had  previously  declared, 
**  without  arms,  without  ammunition,  without 
stores,  and  without  money  to  purchase  them," 
bis  efforts  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  cause 
of  independence  failed,  and  the  mission  was 
abandoned. 

On  the  IQth  of   December,    the  deputies 

from  the  eighteen   Swiss  cantons,    fifty-six  in 

number,  assembled  at  Paris,  when  a  letter  was 

(addressed  4o  them  by  the  first  consul,  in  which 
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he  declared,  **  that  he  would  faMl  the  obligations  BOOK  If. 

he  hud  contraeted,  to  re-establish  tranquulily  in  — 

Switzerland.     To  this  end  the  three  important  C^a^^h* 
points   to    be    enforced   and   fixed  were,  1st,  ^^^^a 
Equality  of  right  between  idi  the  cantons.    9d,      ^^^^ 
Complete  renHneiation  of  all  family  rights.    And 
8d,  Afederanive  organisatimi  for  each  canton* 
On  the  12th,  a  deputation  from  the  consulta,  the 
name  givetf  to  the  Helvetic  deputies,  were  ad- 
mitted to  a  personal  audience  of  the  first  consul, 
at  St  Cloud,  oti*  which  occasion  he  developed 
his  intentions  towards  Switserland,  in  a  speech 
of  considerable  knglh ;  and  in  a  few  weeks  the 
final' act  Of  mediation  was  promulgated. 

This  Mediatorial  Decree  is  stated  to  be  <he 
resute  of  long  conferences  between  well«-intMi» 
tioned  men,  ahd  friends  to  ordei-,  and  its  object 
is  to  insure  to  Switserland  both  peace  and 
prosperity.  ^*We  deknowledge,'*  says  the  act 
of  mediation,  ^  Helvetia,  constituted  as  foHowiT, 
to  be  an '  independent  power.  We  guarantee 
the  federal  constitetioo,  and  that  of  each  canton, 
agahAt  the  enemies  of  the  tranquillity  of  Hei<> 
vetia,  be  th^  who  they  may  ;  and  we  promise  to 
keep  the  relation^  of  amity,  which  for  ages  have 
united  the  nation^  of  France  and  Switzerland.'' 
Then  follow  the  particular  constitntkms  of  this 
eighteen  cantons,  wtiieh  are  divided  into  three 
classes,  democratic,  aristocratic,  and  cantonal, 
and  each  of  which  are  to  supply  a  stipulated 
quota  of  troops  and  money  towards  the  exi- 
geficies  of  the  federative  state.  It  is  fnrthetr 
provided  that  the  diet  shell  meet  alternately,  Snd 
from  year  to  year>  at  Pribwrg,  Berne,  Solenre, 
Bnsle,  Znrieh,  and  Lucerne ;  that  the  avoyer  of' 
the  canton. wherein  the  di<4  assembles  is  to  be  the 
Landamman  of  SwKzerkind,  charged  with  all 
dfplcmifttic  negectations,  and  app<9|ited  tq 
watfAi  over  all  the  laws  and  ordinance  of  the 
diet,  as  well  as  elT  the  particttlar  constitutions. 
The  diet  is  confi^osed  of  a  depnty  from  each 
«anton,  who  hits  Aili  pcvwers,  limited  only  by  his 
instructions.  The  deputies  from  the  eighteeu 
cantons  have  thirty-five  voices.  The  diet  to 
assemble  every  year,  on  the  first  of  June,  and 
to  continue  its  sittings  but  one  month ;  during 
which  time  it  is  to  conclude  treaties  of  peace, 
of  alliance,  and  of  commerce  with  foreign 
powers. 

On  the  introduction  of  this  new  constitution, 
to  which  it  was  in  vain  to  oppose  any  opposition, 
the  Helvetic  troops  were  passed  into  the  service 
of  France ;  and  the  Landamman,  Louis  D*Affry, 
issued  a  proclamation,  informing  them,  that 
they  were  received  into  the  armies  of  the  first 
consul,  under  whose  paternal  care  they  would 
forget  all  their  past  sufierings.  An  address  of 
thanks  was  also  voted  by  the  diet  to  Bonaparte, 
on  the  ground  ^^  that  be  had  restored  to  them 
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•■ to  thrir  wants  or  consistent  wHh  the  Irishes  of 

^y^^l^^'  the  people ;"  hot  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
IM2^  ^^  constitution,  however  excellent,  was  the 
production  of  a  foreign  power  ;  and  that  it  was 
dictated  under  circumstances  repugnant  to  the 
first  principles  of  political  liberty,  and  of  national 
independence. 

The  daily  extension  of  the  power  of  France 
could  not  be  Tiewed  by  the  Emperor  of  Germany 
without  serious  apprehension ;  and  although  the 
.  imperial,  cabinet  was  bound,  by  the  seventh  article 
of  the  treaty  of-  Luneville,  to  admit  of  the  Ger- 
man indemnities,  and  the  secularization  of  seve- 
ral of  the  ecclesiastical  sovereignties,  the  govern- 
ment was  nevertheless  extremely  averse  to  the 
prosecution  of  this  ungrateful  business.  In  a 
matter  where  so  many  conflicting  interests  were 
implicated ;  where  states  and  princedoms  were 
to  be  disposed  of;  and  where  the  lesser  powers 
were  to  be  sacrificed  to  compensate  for  the  looses 
of  the  greater,  the  proceedings  were  of  neces- 
sity slow  in  their  progress,  and  difficult  in  their 
accomplishment.  In  order  to  bring  this  com* 
plex  and  difficult  affiur  to  some  decisive  termin*^ 
ation,  the  Emperor  of  Russia  resolved,  after  a 
long  interval  of  time  had  elapsed  in  fruitless  dis- 
cussions, to  take  an  active  and  efficient  part, 
conjointiy  with  France,  in  the  mediation  of  the 
existing  differences. 

Nothing,  however,  was  effectually  done  till 
the  17th  of  July,  on  which  day  the  Emperor  of 
.Germany  transmitted  a  rescript  to  the  diet  of 
.  Ratisbon,  stating  that  his  attention  had  been 
unceasingly  occupied  with  the  means  of  termin- 
ating the  important  business  of  the  jpeace ;  but 
that  he  found  the  parties  principally  interested, 
had  applied  in  the  mean  time  to  Russia  and 
France,  and  solicited  the  mediation  of  those 
powers  in  order  to  obtain  the  indemnities  they 
waited  for ;  that  Russia  had  consequently  pro- 
posed to  open  negociations  at  Paris,  in  February, 


1802  ;  that  soon  after  a  convention  was  con- 
cluded between  France  and  Russia,  without  the 
participation  of  his  imperial  msgesty,  and  that  he 
was  now  desired  to  direct  the  definitive  arrange^ 
ment  so  begun,  according  to  the  constitution  of 
the  empire.  The  emperor,  seeing  his  authority 
about  to  be  wrested  from  him,  submitted  for  a 
time  to  the  humiliating  necessity  under  whidi 
h^  was  blaced,  but  by  his  persevering  endea* 
vours  in  tavour  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany^ 
he  obtained  terms  for  his  royal  relative,  somewhat 
more  advantageous  than  those  originally  project- 
ed. The  newTv  modified  scheme  of  the  indemni^ 
ties,  was  called  a  supplement  to  the  plan,  accoi^d- 
ing  to  which  the  Elector  of  Mentz  obtained  the 
cities  of  Ratisbon  and  Wetzlar.  The  Princes  of 
Baden,  Wirtemberg,  and  Hesse  Cassel,  were 
made  electors.  The  King  of  Great  Britain 
accepted  the  cession  of  the  bishoprfc  of  Osna- 
burg,  in  perpetuity,  as  a  compensation  for 
Hildesheim,  Corvey,  and  Hoexter;  stipulating 
at  the  same  time  to  abandon  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges he  had  formerly  exercised  over  Hamburg 
and  Bremen.  And  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  for 
the  surrender  of  the  stadtholderate,  and  other 
claims  and  possessions  in  Holland  and  Belgium, 
were  awarded  the  bishoprics  of  Fulda  and  Cor- 
vey, and  the  city  of  Dortmund. 

After  much  discussion,  and  the  interchange 
of  various  imperial  rescripts  and  replies,  the 
influence  of  France  rose  predominant  in  the  diet, 
and  on  the  22d  of  Novemner,  in  the  thirtieth  fit- 
ting of  the  deputation,  a  final  condumm  was 
voted,  and  reluctanUy  acceded  to  on  the  part  of 
the  emperor.  By  this  arrangement  the  influence 
of  the  emperor  was  diminished  in  the  diet,  in 
consequence  of  the  abolition  of  the  two  ecclesias- 
tical electorates  of  Treves  and  Cologne,  and 
the  constitution  of  Germany  suffered  a  more 
serious  infraction  than  that  effected,  after  the 
thirty  years  war,  by  the  treaty  of  Westphalia* 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

BRiTtffi  HisTOftT :  Colonel  De^rePs  Contpiracy — Its  Progress  and  Detection— l^iat  of  ike 
Conspirators— Their  Conviction  and  Execution — Trial  of  M.  Peltier ^  a  French  Emigrant, 
for  a  Libel  on  Bonaparte — ^Irish  Rebellion  of  1B03  :  The  Character  and  Condition  of 
the  principal  Leaders — Preparations  of  the  Rebels — The  Horrors  of  the  2Sd  of  July — As- 
sassimtion  of  Lord  discount  Kilwarden — His  Cluiracter—Drfeat  and  Dtfpersim  if  the  Re- 
bels — Discavery  of  the  Magazines  and  Archives — Precautionary  Meamres  of  G&vetnment 
— Unsuccessful  Attempt  to  plant  the  Standard  of  Rebellion  in  the  North  of  Ireland— Trials 
and  Execution  of  Emmett,  Russel,  and  others  of  the  Conspirators — Tranquillity  completely 
restored. 


AT  no  time  ivithiii  the  past  ten  years  had 
Great  Britain  enjoyed  so  much  domestic  tran- 
quillity as  during  the  period  that  intervened  be- 
tween the'  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  and  the  close  of  the  year  1B02.  The 
policy  and  temper  of  ministers  in  the  manage- 
ment of  all  the  internal  aflkirs  of  the  country 
had  been  uniformly  mild  and  conciliatory,  and  the 
efiect  produced  upon  the  public  mind  was  at  once 
gratifying  and  remarkable.  Every  trace  of  party 
animosity  seemed  to  vanish  under  their  auspi- 
cious rule,  and  all  were  eager  to  rally  roun(| 
that  constitution,  which  all  alike  revered,  and 
which  some  had  laboured  to  support  by  aug- 
menting the  prerogatives  of  the  crown ;  and 
others  by  upholding  the  privileges  of  the  people. 
In  this  posture  of  afiairs,  it  excited  the  strongest 
surprise  to  hear  that  a  treasonable  plot  was 
discovered,  of  which  Colonel  Despard  was  the 
head,  and  indeed  the  only  individual  of  any  con- 
sideration in  the  conspiracy. 

The  object  of  this  conspiracy  was  the  death 
of  th^  king,  and  the  subversion  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  but  the  means  by  which  these  traitorous 
designs  were  to  be  efiected  were  so  little  adapted 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  enterprise,  that  it  was 
scarcely  possible  that  the  design  could  have 
originated  with  any  man  in  a  sane  state  of  mind. 
The  plan  coucerted  by  Colonel  Despard,  was  to 
ingratiate  himself  with  the  soldiery,  and  parti« 
colarly  with  the  guards,  by  which  means  he 
hoped  to  have  at  his  disposal  a  select  corps, 
trained  to  the  use  of  arms,  and  advantageously 
situated  for  the  execution  of  his  atrocious  pur- 
pose. The  first  object  of  the  conspirators  was  to 
secure  or  destroy4he  4iiig  on  his  return  from 
parliament  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  to  ac- 
complish which  it  was  pro|)iosed  to  load  the  great 
gun  in  the  park  with  long-ball,  or  chain- shot,  and 
to  discharge  the  contents  at  his  majesty^s  car- 
riage as  he  passed !    At  the  same  moment,  other 


parties  vrere  to  seize  the  tower,  to  surround  the  BOOK  H 
two  houses  of  parliament,  to  take  possession  of 


the  bank,  to  destroy  the  telegraph,  and  to  stop  CbarXXIIL 
'the  mail  coaches,  which  last  event  was  to  be,  as  ^^^^^T*^ 
in  the  Irish  rebellion,  a  signal  for  a  general  ^^ 
rising  throughout  the  country.  This  insane  pro- 
ject was  to  be  executed  by  about  forty  indivi- 
duals, and  those  in  the  lowest  situation  in  life^ 
both  as  to  rank  and  intellect.  Among  the  as- 
sumed  partisans  of  this  sanguinary  plot  were 
two  soldiers  in  the  guards,  of  the  names  of 
Blaine  and  Windsor,  who,  through  the  medium 
of  Mr.  Bownas,  an  army  agent,  with  whom  they 
were  in  regular  communication,  laid  before  go- 
vernment all  the  proceediogs  of  the  conspirators. 
On  the  16th  of  iNovember,  the  day  appointed  for 
the  meeting  of  parliament,  a  general  meeting  of 
the  conspirators,  amounting  to  about  thirty  in 
number,  was  held  at  the  Oakley  Arms,  in  South 
Lambeth,  in  the  borough  of  Southwark,  where 
they  were  all  arrested  and  committed  to  prison. 
The  arrests,  which  were  conducted  in  every  re- 
spect according  to  the  due  form  of  law,  excited 
much  surprise,  but  no  extraordinary  sensation. 

The  wisdom  of  government,  in  permitting 
the  plot  to  ripen  and  mature  so  as  to  develope 
completely  the  designs,  and  ascertain  the  guilt 
of  the  conspirators,  was  not  more  apparent  than 
their  moderation  and  constitutional  principles  in 
the  conduct  of  the  trials.  No  afiectation  of  alarm 
was  exhibited,  nor  was  any  advantage  taken  of 
the  plot  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  government,  or 
to  contract  the  privileges  of  the  people  by  the 
suspension  of  the  act  of  Habeas  Corpus. 

Oh  the  7tii  of  February,  1803,  Colonel  Des- 
pard was  brought^ up  for  trial  before  a  specSal 
commission,  at  the  New  Sessions  Hou^e,  in  the 
borough  of  Southwark,  on  which  occasion  Wind- 
sor, Blaine,  one  Emblyn,  a  watchmaker,  and 
others  of  tiie  conspirator-s,  were  admitted  as 
evidence  for  the  erown.    It  appeared  from  the 
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BOOK  II.  testimony  of  these  witnessesy  that  on  the  Friday 
— —  preceding  the  l(Hh  of  November,  Colonel  Des- 
Ch^^xiil  pmij  m^  some  of  the  seduced  soldiery,  and  others 
of  the  conspirators,  for  the  first  time,  at  the  Flying 
Horse,  at  Newington ;  and  that  he  spoke  Areely  m 
their  traitorous  designs,  and  the  oest  mode  of 
carrying  them  into  exeeiition.  At  this  meeting 
the  intercepting  and  shooting  the  king  on  his  way 
to  parliament  was  discussed,  as  well  as  the  pro- 
bable difficnUies  attending  such  a  tr^torous  en- 
terprise, on  wUbh  ^  colonel  excMned,  **If  no- 
body else  wfflshoot  him  I  yitiar  adding,  with  SMieh 
solepBuu^it  '*  I  haTo  weU  ileighed  the  matter,  and 
my  heart  b  callous.'*  Brery  other  part  of  the 
design  was  then  adrerteti  to  and  freely  debated. 
Colonet  ]>e8pard  spoke  of  the  strength  of  the 
conspiracy  at  Manchester,  Leeds,  Sheffield, 
and  Birmingham,  and  of  hb  own  actiTity  in  for- 
warding the  cause.  The  people,  he  said^  were 
every- wnere  ripe,  and  the  d^ath  of  the  king  would 
Be  a  JBigfiial  for  a  gefaeral  rising.  It  further 
aj^p^ed,  that  through  the  medium  of  ohe'Fran- 
Gi^,  with  whom  he  seemed  io  have  been  epn- 
ndeiitiril^  odnheeted,  Colonel  Despard  had  him- 
self kwprn  and  attempted  to  swear  soldiers  and 
others  kiid  engagements,  binding  them  to  the  des- 
truction of  ttie  king  aiid  goYernment ;  and  fihally, 
that  oh  the  evening,  of  the  idth  o^  November 
he  was,,  with  ahoiit  thir^  other  persons,  sitting  in 
full  convention,  assembled  fpr  treaeonahle  pur- 
poses, at  the  Oakley  Arms  public  house,  in  I^m- 
beth,  where  certain  papers  were  found  indicative 
of  their  wipked  designs,  and  affordiBg  evidence 
that  Iheiy:  ulterior  purpose  was  to  be  carried  by 
the  connici  of  arms,  aild  not  of  reason  and  argu- 
ment,* 

After  a.  irial  which  lasted  yearly  eighteen 
honni^  and  in  which  very  honourable  testimony 
was  pyen  tp  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Despard  as 
an  officer  while  in  the  army,  by  Lord  Nelson,  Sir 
Allured  iplark,  and  Sir  Evan  Nepean;  he  was 
found  guiftjf ;  the  foreman  of  the  jury,  adding,  at 
the  time  th^  verdict  was  delivered,  '*  My  lord,  we 
do  inost  Earnestly  recommend  the  prisoner  to 
mercy»  on  account  of  the  high  testimonials  to.  his 
former  good  character,  and  eminent  services.'* 

On  Wednesday^  the  6th  of  Febmary,  the 
conrt  nesumed  its  sittings  at  nine  o'clock,  and  pro-* 


ceeded  en  the  trials  of  the  other  prisoners,  twelve 
in  number.  The  evidence  on  these  trials  was 
substantially  the  same  as  on  that  of  Colonel  Des- 
pard's;  and  after  an  investigation  which  continued 
vritbout  intermission  till  six  o'clock  the  following 
morning)  the  jury,  at  five  and  twenty  minutes 
brfore  eighty  retimed  a  verdict  of  gniHy  agoiost 
John  Wood,  Thomas  Bron^iton,  John  Francis, 
thomas  Newman,  Daniel  Tvndall,  J.  Sedgwick 
Wratten,  WiUiam  Lander,  Arthur  Graham,  and 
John  MacnamaTa ;  recommending  Lander,  New* 
man,  and  Tyndall,  to  merev.  Thomas  Phillips 
and  Saarasl  Smith  were  acquitted ;  and  the  charge 
aminst  J^ii  Doyle  was  absudoned  at  the  close 
of  the  evidence. 

Colonel  Despard  was  then  sent  for,  and 
placed  at  the  bar  in  front  of  the  other  prison- 
ers ;  when  Lord  Ellenborough  passed  the  awful 
sentence  of  death  npon  these  unmrtnnate  men,  in 
one  of  the  most  impressif  e  speeches  ever  perhaps 
declared  upon  a  similar  occasion^  After  describ- 
ing the  high  enormity  of  the  crime  of  which  they 
bad  been  convicted,  and  observing,  most  truly, 
that  such  vile  purposes,  however  zeuously  begun^ 
generally  terminate  in  schemes  of  treachery 
against  each  other,  he  thus  proceeded  ;-• 

"  With  re«p€Ct  to  the  wicked  contrivers  of  abordve  trea- 
•on  now  hefwre  me,  it  only  reitittnt  for  me  to  soquit  my  wlf  «C 
my  last  jwlidal  duty.  At  lor  you,  Gotonel  Ifteopsnl,  bora 
as  yoQ  were  to  better  hopes,  and  educoted  to  nobler  ends 
and  purpooes ;  accustomed  aa  you  have  hitherto  been  to  a 
dtfferettt  life  and  manners,  and  pursuing  wi\h  your  funner 
illastriotta  companions,  who  have  appearad  apon  Voar  trial, 
Ae  paths  of  virtaoos  and  loyal  ambition— it  is  withihe  somt 
sensible  pain  I  view  the  eontnst  formed  by  ytrar  DMsenl 
degraded  condition,  and  I  will  not  now  paint  1k>w  muca  these 
considerations  enhance  the  natare  of  your  crime.  I  intreat 
yoQ,  by  those  hopes  of  mercy  which  are  closed  in  dixa 
world,  to  revive  in  your  mind  a  purpose  to  subdue  tiiat  cal« 
loos  insensibility  of  heart,  of  which  m  an  ill-fiited  hour  jroa 
have  boasted ;  and  regain  that  sensitive  affectioa  of  the  mind 
which  may  prepare  your  soul  for  that  salvation,  which,  by 
the  infinite  mercy  or  God,  I  beseech  of  that  God  you  may 
obtain."  Having  addresmd  himsdf  tb  the  other  {(prisoners, 
whom  his  lord^ip  styl«d  *HWe  sad  victhns  of  seluction  and 
of  their  own  widsed  peipose,"  he  thus  conchi^id— '<  The 
only  thing  now  remaining  for  me,  is  the  painful  task  of  pro* 
nouncing  against  you  the  awful  sentence  which  the  law 
^denonnees  against  your  crime,  ti^hfch  is,  that  y«u,  and  each 
of  yon,"  namii^  tne  prisoners  severally,  **  he  takea  to  the- 
l^ee  lirom  whelS»  you  came,  somI  from  liMnee  ysn  are  to  be 
drawn  oa  hnrdles  to  the  place  of  ezecutioB}  where  yoa  ara 


,  and  religfoas 
liberal  reward  for  distingoMed 
swear  to-be  nnHad  ia  the  awfid  pic* 


*  The  oath  which  bad  been  leodeicdhy  ColooclDeipsrd,  wasiband^printedon  asMdyiathepossesnoaof  Bhisghtsa^ 
8miil.1i,  and  others.    It  was  expresaed  ia  thess  tenns:«— 

'•'CONOTlTOnON !   The  indcpendcMse  of  Gnat  Britain  and  IidStad-^-aa 
rigfatsi-^sa  aavple  pro^sioa  ibr  Ibe  wives  of  the  heroes  who  shaU  Ml  in  the 
merits.    These  are  the  obj  eots  for  which  we  dontcnd  ;  and  to  ohisinthsse  subjects  wa 
aenceof  Almighty  God;'* 

ForSi  ofVi$  OalA.— **  T,  A.  b.  do  rolnnurily  declKk«,  that  I  wiHI  endeavour,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  to  obtain  the  object 
of  this  union ;  namely,  to  rcctover  those  rights  which  the  Supreme  Bdng,  in  his  infinite  hoiinty,  has  given  to  all  men ;  thai 
i^rithef  bo^,  fears,  rewind,  nor  punbditbents,  shtU  ever  induce  Me  to  give  any  informi^tiOD,  directly  or  bidireetly,  cOQjcera* 
iSf  the  bwsntsi,  sr  of  any  aieuAer  oflhii  or  any  riiaHar  soiSety-'^^  helj^  sst  Sai.^ 
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to  lie  hansredby  the  ne<'k,  but  not  until  you  are  dead;  for, 
'whiltf'  you  are  still  Uvio^,  your  bodies  are  tu  be  taken  down, 
your  bowels  torn  out,  an<l  burnt  before  your  faces  ;  your 
lieads  arc  to  be  then  cut  off,  and  yoiir  bodies  divided  each  into 
four  quarters,  to  be  at  the  kin£|r>8  disposal ;  and  may  the 
Alini^bty  God  have  mercy  on  your  souls." 

At  six  o*cloc5k  in  the  evenini^  of  Saturday^  the 
19th  of  February,  his  inajesty^s  warrant  for  the 
execution  of  Colonel  Despard  and  those  six  of  his 
associates  who  were  not  recommended  to  mercy, 
reached  the  gaol.    When  the  arriYal  of  the  death 
tfarrant  was  annoanced,  the  colonel  seemed  more 
surprised  than  affected.      On  Sunday,  at  three 
6^ clock,  Mrs.  Despard  had  a  last  and  most  affect- 
ing interview  with  her  unfortunate  husband,  and 
though  he  sustained  himself  with  considerable 
firmness  at  the  moment  of  their  final  separation, 
he  soon  after  became  deeply  agitated,  and  for  a 
short  time  lost  his  wonted  composure.    Between 
six  and  seven  o* clock  in  the  evening,  he  threw 
himself  upon  the  bed,  and  fell  into  a  short  sleep. 
At  eight  he  awoke,  and  in  the  hearing  of  one  of 
the  officers  of  the  prison,  said — **  Me — ^they  shall 
receive  no  information  from  me — no !  not  for  all 
the  gifts,  the  gold,  and  the  jewels,  in  possession 
of  the  crown.**     He  then  composed  himself  to 
sleep,  and  remained  on  his  bed  till  about  half  past 
four  o^clock  in  the  morning,  at  which  hour  he 
rose,  and  continued  to  pace  his  cell,  tiU  he  was 
led  out  to  execution.    Most  of  the  other  prisoners 
spent  much  of  their  time  in  prayer,  and  received 
the  sacrament  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
but  Colonel  Despard  refused  to  attend,  and  re- 
mained in  his  cell. 

Between  eight  and  nio^e  o'clock  on  Monday, 
the  21st  pf  February,  the  execution  took  place, 
on  the  top  of  the  New  Gaol,  in  the  Borough,  with 
the  usual  forms  in  cases  of  high  treason,  in  tfie 
presence  of  innumerable  spectators.  The  minor 
culprits  displayed  the  utmost  penitence,  and  ex- 
pressed their  fervent  prayers  for  the  divine  mercy; 
but  the  unhappy  principal  declined  aU  spiritual 
assistance  from  tiie  clereyman,  and  was  never 
observed,  during  the  whole  period  of  his  confine- 
ment, to  engage  in  any  exercise  of  devotion.  He 
was  the  last  to  ascend  the  scaffold,  which  he  did 
with  great  firmness,  and  his  countenance  never 
underwent  the  slightest  change.  He  viewed  the 
multitude  assembled  with  perfect  calmness,  and 
with  a  firm  and  elevated  voice  thus  addressed 
them: 

**  Fellow-citixene,  I  come  here,  as  von  see,  after  having 
fcrrcd  my  country  fiuthfuUy,  honourably,  stnd  I  trust  use- 
IsUy,  for  thirty  years  and  upwards,  to  sufier  death  upon  a 
scwbkl,  for  a  cnme  which  I  am  no  mqre  guilty  iff  than  any 
man  that  is  looking  upon  me.  This  I  solemnly  declare :  but 
though  his  majes^'s  ministers  know  that  I  am  not  guilty, 
they  avail  themselves  of  the  le^l  pretext  which  they  hare  of 
destroying  a  maa,  heeausa  they  thmk  he  is  a  friend  to  truth, 
to  lihcfty ,  aad  to  justioe,  and  Mcause  he  has  been  a  friekfd  to 
the  pour  and  to  the  oppressed.  But,  feUow-citiaens,  i  hope 
and  trust,  nolwithstsndiog  my  fate^  and  perliaps  the  iaie  sf 
(N#.  27.) 


many  others  who  may  follow  me,  that  still  the  principles  of  9O0K  II« 

liberty,  justice,  and  humanity,  will  triumph  over  falsehonl,  

despotism,  and  delusion,  ancl  every  tbin^  else  hostile  to  the  CsAr.XXIII. 
interests  of  the  human  race.  And  now^  having  said  this,  i  have  ^^^^v^'-^^ 
nothing  more  to  add,  but  to  wish  you  all  that  health  and  hap-       180^ 
pinesa,  and  ihat  freedom,  which  I  have  iiiade  it  my  endea- 
vour, as  far  as  lay  in  my  power,  .to  procure  for  overy  one  of 
you  and  for  mankind  in  general." 

Immediately  after  this  speech  the  crowd 
cheered,  but  the  impulse  immediately  subsided ;  « 

and  at  seven  minutes  before  nine  the  sufferers- 
were  launched  into  eternity.  After  hanging  about, 
half  an  hour  the  bodies  were  out  down  :  Colonel 
Despard  the  first:  his  head  was  then  severed 
from  his  body,  and  the  executioner,  holding  it  up 
to  the  view  of  the  populace,  exclaimed — ^^  This  is 
the  head  of  a  trutor,  Edward  Marcus  Despard/* 
The  same  ceremony  was  afterwards  performed  oni 
the  other  bodies,  after  which  they  were  all  pul 
into  shells,  the  other  part  of  the  sentence  havmg 
been  remitted,  and  the  populace  dispersed  with- 
out any  indication  of  tumult. 

Thus  terminated  a  conspiracy,  unexampled 
in  the  annals  of  history  for  the  extent  of  its 
designs,  when  contrasted  with  the  weakness  and 
paucity  of  its  means.    It  was,  as  the  attorney* 
genertd  truly  observed,  a  plot,  *^  in  which  no  poli- 
tical party,  no  faction,  considered  its  interest  in«* 
volv^  ;**   and  stood  isolated  and  without  sup- 
porters i>syond  the  narrow  limits  of  the  obseura 
and  visionary  few  who  attended  its  treasonable 
assemblies.    That  Colonel  Despard  was  an  en- 
thusiast, that  his  plans  were  visionary  and  im- 
practicable, were  facts  admitted  by  all :  but  ic  was 
equally  true,  that  in  the  same  proportion  as  he 
was  enthusiaatie,  in  that  proportion  he  was  dan- 
gerous :  and  it  was  evident  that  he  had  formed  t# 
himself  a  system  of  revolutionary  action,  the 
prinoipal  feature  of  which  was,  that  a  convulsion 
m  the  state  was  not  to  be  effected  by  extensive 
associations,  through  which  the  designs  would 
transpire  and  must  be  firustrated ;  but  by  a  small 
party  of  d^perate  men,  who,  having  struck  one 
great  blow,  such  as  the  assassination  of  tiie  king, 
and  having  filled  the  country  with  consternation, 
mi^t  find  then,  and  not  befrare,    numbers   of 
coadjutors.    Tlie  oolond  himself  was  a  man  of 
ardent  mind,  of  inflexible  resolution,  and  of  a  high 
and  daring  spirit  Having,  as  it  appeared,  served 
his  countiy  for  a  long  series  of  years,  and  having, 
as  it  also  appeared,  been  refuel  the  compensa* 
tion  he  thought,  and  perhaps  justly,  due  to  his 
professional  claims,  be  became  the  victim  of  cha* 
grin  and  disappointment,  and  indulged  a  spirit 
of  resentment,  which  led  him  to  form  dangerous 
connections,  and  to  cover  culpable  desigfns  unde^ 
the  mask  of  patriotism :   but  being  thrown  into 
prison,  severely  treated,  refused  a  trial,  under  the 
suspension  of  the  Hal>e«s  Corpus  act,  and  pre- 
cluded from  all  redress  by  the  act  pt  indemnity 
which  succeeded,  Us  resentment  ws0  converted 
S  Q 
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BOOK  II.  ii^to  the  madness  of  reTenge,  whkb  he  templed 

not  to  gratify  by  engaging  rn  attempts  the  most 

GratvXXIII.  criminal  and  atrocious.    Of  his  six  fdilow-suf- 
ferers — '^  (be  victims  of  bi»  seduction  and  exam- 

F^le,''  one  only  of  them  was,  ]ike  their  leader,  nn 
risfhman  by  birth,  the  otiier  were  all  English- 
men ;  two  of  them,  Wood  and  Francis,  were 
private  soldiers  in  the  goaids,  and  the  other  four 
w^re  all  handicrafts  men^  in  tow  cireumstanoes, 
and  principally  in  the  meiidiaa  of  life. 

On  this  oocaeiooi  loyal  and  a£RKtionate 
addresses  from  both  branclres  of  the  legislatiu^e, 
and  from  the  clergy,  the  laity,  tad  the  corporate 
bodies  of  the  kingdom,  pottred  in  upon  the 
soyereign,  expressive  of  attachment  to  his  per- 
son, loyalty  to  his  government,  and  gratitude  to 
the  Great  I)i^poser  of  all  events  for  the  gracious 
protection  vouchsafed  unto  him. 

The  day  which  vritnessed  the  execution  of 
Colpnel  Despard  and  his  associates,  was  also 
rendered  memorable,  by  the  first,  and  hitherto  by 
the  last  trial  of  a  French  loyatist  in  England, 
for  a  libel  upon  the  First  Consul  of  France 
written  in  the  French  language,  and  publldied  in 
London,  by  Jean  Peltier,  the  journalist  in  a 
periodical  paper,  under  the  title  of  'UAmbim. 
The  libel  consisted  in  a  figurative,  but  palpwle 
call  upon  the  people  of  France  to  assassinate  the  ' 
first  consul ;  and  this  prosecution  was  instituted 
by  the  British  government,  on  an  ex-o^icto  ihibrm«- 
ation,  with  a  view  to  allay  the  jealousy,  and  ap* 
pease  the  irritation  felt  by  the  Frenck  govern-* 
ment  at  the  countenance  given  in  thia  country  to 
the  partisans  of  the  ancient  rigtme.  The  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Ellenborough,  who  presided  on 
this  trial,  in  summing  up  the  evidence,  observed, 
that  it  was  manifest,  that  the  nature  and  direct 
tendency  of  the  publications  charged  in  the 
indictment,  was  to  interrupt  and  destroy  the 
peace  and  amity  new  happily  subsisting  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  that  such  publi-r 
eations  were,  in  point  of  laWj^  a  libel.*  His  lord- 
ship further  said,  that  he  was  certain  the  verdict 
of  the  jury  would  be  founded  upon  the  real  facts 
of  the  case,  and  that  no  recollection  of  the  past, 
or  expectation  of  the  future,  would  warp  their 
minds  from  the  straight  and  even  course  of 
jnatioe  :  they  would  consider  tlie  necessary  effects 
of  plans  of  assassination  and  murder,  and  that 


if  they  were  net  discountenanced  and  discoaraged 
in  this  country,  fliey  might  be  retaliated  on  the 
safety  of  all  that  was  most  dear  to  us.  The 
jury,  without  hesitation,  returned  a  verdict  of 
guilty ;  but  the  renewal  of  hostilities,  which  soon 
after  took  place  between  tli#  two  countries,  pre- 
vented tlie  court  from  pronouncing  judgment 
upon  the  emigrant  defendant. 

Ireland^  which  had  been  so  many  centuries 
under  the  crown  of  England,  still  seemed  tm- 
naturalized — alien  to  those  feelings  of  satisfac- 
tion and  loyalty,  which  have  generally  animated 
the  people  of  Great  Britiun,  and  which  at  the 
period  now  under  consideration  glowed  in  their 
breast  with  peculiar  effulgence.      To  develope 
the  causes  of   Irish    disaffection, ,  would  be  to 
review  a  large  portion  of  her  history,  and  would 
require  a  compass  of  investigation  incompatible 
witi^the  limits  of  this  worlL.t     But  without  eo- 
teriog  into  the  more  renmte  causes  of  this  ua- 
happy  state  of  things,  it  could  scarcely  be  ex- 
pected that  the  animosities  which  had  prevailed 
during  the  late  sanguinary  rebellion,  should  hare 
instantly  subsided,  or  that  the  vehement  discas- 
sions  originating  in  the  prqject  of  a  legislative 
unioD,  should  haveleft  behind  them  no  leaven  of 
disaffection.  These  germs  of  discontent,  which  had 
struck  their  roots  deep  iq  the  soil  of  Irelaod, 
unfortunately  received  considerable   augmenta- 
tion from  the  disappointuient  of  those  expecta- 
tions which  bad  been  cherished   by  Mr.  Pitt; 
and  when  the  roman  catholic  subjects  of  that 
country   found    that  the  British  minister  vai 
compelled  to  retire  from  office  because  he  could 
not  accomplish  the  boon  of  emancipation,  hope 
sickened  in  the  breast,  and  gave  place  to  Minp 
of  despair.      The   protestants  of  the  nortb  of 
Ireland,  however,  who  had  vrith  too  much  pre- 
cipitation formed  conclusions  favourable  to  the 
French  revolution,    had  now  seen  and  abjured 
their  error,    and   could    not  be  prevailed  upon 
to  take  any  part  in  a  conspiracy,  the  probable 
issue  of  which,  if  successful,  would  have  beea 
to  place  their  beloved  country  under  the  pnTrer 
and  controul  of  France.     Nor  were  the  catholics, 
as  a  body,  disposed  to  repair  to  the  standard  of 
rebellion,  or  to  second  the  visionary  designs  of 
men,  who  took  their  impulse  from  a  feeliu^  of 
disappointed  ambition,  and  a  deep-rooted  spint 

*  To  shew  that  the  writiags  of  M.  PelU«:,  then  under  the  consideration  of  the  court,  contained  a  direct  iocitement 
to  ^  assassinatioD  of  the  first  consul,  Lord  Bllenhorough  cited  the  foUowing*  passages  :~^'  Oh !  eternal  disgrace  of  France. 
Cnaar,  on  the  bank  of  the  Rubioon,  has  against  him  in  his  qnarrd,  the  Senate,  Pompey,  and  Cato,  and  the  pi^os  n 
Phanalia.  If  fortune  be  unequalr-if  you  must  yield  to  the  destinies,  Rome,  in  this  sad  reverse,  at  least,  ther* remains^ 
avenge  you,  a  poignard  among  the  last  Romans."  Again  ;  *'  As  for  n/e,"  says  the  writer,  *'  far  from  envying  his  C,^^^' 
parle'a)  lot,  let  him  name,  I  consent  to  it,  his  worthy  successor.  Carried  on  the  shield,  let  him  be  elected  emperor.  Fiouiy 
(•ad  Romulus  recalls  the  thing  to  mind)  I  wish  he  may  have  <Aif  apotheosis. '^  Everybody,  his  lordship  said,  ka^^  ^ 
supposed  story  of  Romulus  \  he  disappeared,  and  his  death  was  supposed  to  be  the  effect  of  aasasaiaation. 


OF  THE   FR£NCH   REVOLUTION. 


of  reyenge.     The  uafortunate  men  who  acted 
the  most  prominent  parts  in  the  fatal  scenes  of 
the    year  1803,  bad   experienced  the.  clemency 
of  government  after  the  suppression  of  the  re* 
belUon    in   1798,    and    had    retired  to  France. 
The  person  who  assumed  the  office  of  director 
and    principal  moTer  of  this  new  plot  upon  the 
British  dominions  in  Ireland,  was  Mr,  Robert 
Bmmett,  a  younff  man  of  specious  and  promis- 
ing talents — the  brother  of  Thomas  Eddis  Km- 
melt,  who  had,  previously  to  the   rebellion  of 
1708,  abandoned  a  respectable  situation  at  the 
bar,  in  order  to  erect   an  Irish  repuUic,  and 
effect  a  separation  from  Ghreat  Britain.    Robert^ 
the  younj^er  brother  of  the  Irish  director  of  17Q6> 
had  been  sufficiently  unguarded  in  his  conduoty 
while  the  late  disturbances  existed,  to  become 
an  object  of  the  vigilance  of  government,  and 
had  found  it  prudent  to  reside  abroad  so  long 
as  the  Habeas  Corpus  act  was  suspended ;  but 
on   the  removal  of  that  obstacle  he  returned  to 
Ireland,    and    arrived    in  that  country  in  the 
month  of  December,   1802.     The  death  of  Dr. 
£mmett,    his  father,  who  was  one  of  the  state 
physicians   ih  Dublin,   had   placed  the  sum  of 
two  thousand   pounds   in   ready   money  at   his 
disposal;  and  with  this  exchequer  he  propoeed 
to  nimself  the  subversion  of  the  government  of 
Ireland!     His  principal  associates  at  this  time 
were,  Dowdall,  a  man  who  had  formerly  filled 
an  inferior  office  under  the  Irish  house  of  com<^ 
mons ;  Redmond^  a  mlai  of  narrow  means,  en* 

faged  in  a  small  line  of  tradej  and  Allen,  a 
ankrupt  wooUen-manufacturer.  A  conspirator 
of  a  different  stamp,  and  of  a  much  higher  rate 
of  abilities  than  those  just  mentioned,  was  Quig"* 
ley,  a  mechanic  of  considerable  address,  who 
havine  been  outlawed  in  1708,  had  since  that 
period  resided  in  France,  and  had  recently  re- 
turned to  Ireland,  under  circumstances  which 
clearly  indicated  his  agency  in  the  approaching 
insurrection.  In  another  part  of  the  count^ 
a  second  enthusiast  presented  himself  as  a 
chief;  this  was  Mr.  Thomas  Russel^  who  bad 
served  as  an  officer  in  the  British  army  with 
some  reputation,  and  who,  unlike  the  majority 
of  those  that  had  imbibed  the  political  princi- 
ples of  the  revolutionary  school  of  France,  was 
religiously  inclined,  even  to  enthusiasm.  This 
unfortunate  man  was  among  the  number  of 
those  banished  to  Fort  George,  in  Scotland,  at 
the  close  of  the  late  rebellion,  from  whence  he 
was  allowed  to  embark  for  France,  and  did  not 
return  to  his  native  country  till  the  spring  of 
the  present  year. 

Such  were  the  characters  and  condition  in 
life  of  the  principal  leaders  of  the  conspiracy 
of  1809.  Emmett  and  Dowdall  were  stationed 
in  Dublin;  Quigley  in  the  county  of  Kildare; 
and   Russel   in    the   populous    districts  of  the 


north  ;   while   others  of  less  note  were  subdi-  BOOK  IL 
vided  through  various    parts   of  the  country,  — ..^.....^ 
with  authority  from  their  leaders  to  forward  the  Cbab.xxiil 
object  of  their  rebellious  mission  by  every  means  ""^^"'^^ 
in  their  power.     Some  important  assistance  was      ^^^ 
likewise  expected,    in  the  acquisition  of  a  per^ 
son  of  the  name  of  Dwyer,  a  leader  of  banditti 
in  the  Wicklow   mountains,    and  who  had  re- 
mained in  arms  from  the  period  of  the  rebel- 
lion in  1708.      His  party  did  not  ostensibly  ex- 
ceed twenty,  but  he  was  supposed  to  possess 
considerable  influence  over  the  peasants  of  that 
district ;  and  he  intimated  to  Mr.  Emmett,  that 
*^  though  be  would  not  commit  his  brave  fol- 
lowers upon  the  good  conduot  of  the  rabble  of 
DubUp,  yet  when  he  should  see  the  green  flag, 
(the  standard  of  rebelUon)  elevated  above  the 
king^s,  on  the  tower  of  the  castle,  he  would  be 
at  hand  to  cover  or  second  the  enterprise.** 

On  the  first  arrival  of  Mr.  Enunett  in  Ire^ 
land  he  resided  in  obscure  lodg^gs,  under  the 
assumed  name  of  Hewitt,  but  the  nature  of  bis 
designs  did  not  admit  of  his  remaining  in  this 
retreat  longer  than  was  necessary  to  mature* 
the  plans  for  carrying  into  effisot  his  unhal-  ^ 
lowea  purpose.  About  the  end  of  April,  he 
engaged,  along  with  Dowdall,  a  house  and  pre- 
mises of  some  extent,  situated  near  the  heart 
of  the  city.  In  thifl  place,  surrounded  by  about 
twenty  of  his  associates,  he  established  a  depdt 
of  arms ;  here  muskets  and  oth^  wesfKms  wane 
procured  as  opportunity  served,  a  Iti^majui'' 
faoture  of  pikes  was  secretly  carried  on,  and 
bullets  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  thirty 
thousand  were  fabricated.  On  the  Sist  of  July, 
a  person  was  found  loitering  near  the  depM,  and 
being  supposed  to  have  observed  some  suspi- 
cious proceedings,  he  was  seized  by  the  con- 
spirators^ and  would  have  been  put  to  death 
but  for  the  interference  of  Emmett,  at  whose 
instance  he  was  confined,  and  compelled  to  la- 
bour in  forming  pikes,  and  other  services  con- 
ducive to  the  furtherance  of  the  object  .of  the 
conspiracy.  At  this  crisis  an  accident  occurred 
that  threatened  to  lead  to  a  premature  d^velope* 
ment  of  the  whole  plot :  by  some  means  which  are 
not  explained,  an  explosion  of  a  quantity  of  gun- 
powder took  place  in  the  house  of  one  of  the 
conspirators  in  Patrick-street,  but  by  the  ad- 
dress of  the  conspirators,  or  the  remissness  of 
the,  police,  this  incident  did  not  lead  to  any 
discovery^  though  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
the  apprehension  of  detection  which  it  produced 
might  precipitate  the  ulterior  operations  of  the 
insurgents.  Though  the  persons  immediately 
connected  with  Emmett,  Russel,  Dowdall,  and 
Quigley,  the  principals  in  the  plot,  did  not  ex- 
ceed from  eighty  to  one  hundred;  yet  these  in- 
fatuated men  were  so  sanguine  in  their  expecta- 
tions, as  to  suppose  that  the  spirit  of  rjebellion 
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BOOK  11.  would  at  their  biddtBg  pervade  the  whole  king- 

«... dom  ;  and  the  usual  intimation,  the  stoppage  of 

Chap.xxui.  the  mail   coaches,  was  to  be  the  signal  of  revolt 

"^"^^y^^  in  the  country,  while  the  first  object  of  the  insur- 

1803      gents  in  the  metropolis  was  to  secure  the  seat  of 

government,  and  the  principal  persons  engaged 

in  its  administration. 

For  some  days  previous  to  the  fatal  ex- 
plosion, information  had  been  conveyed  to  go- 
vernment of  threatening  assemblages  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  other  indications  tended  to  awaken  a 
suspicion  that  "  a  rising^''  as  it  was  termed,  was 
in  agitation.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
members  of  the  Irish  government  paid  much 
attention  to  these  intimations ;  nor  perhaps  is  this 
much  to  be  wondered  at,  as  such  reports^  in  the 
recent  state  of  Ireland,  must  have  b^n  frequent, 
and  in  many  cases  groundless. 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  9Sd  of 
July,  the  day  appointed  for  this  momentous  en- 
terprise, unusual  crowds  of  peasants  were  ob- 
served on  the  great  south  road  to  Dublin, 
directing  their  hurried  steps  towards  the  capi- 
tal from  all  parts  of  the  county  of  Kildare,  which 
^  lies    in   that  direction,    and  in  which    district 

Quigley  had  exercised  his  pernicious  functions* 
The  city  continued  to  fill  during  the  whole  of 
tbe  day ;  and  it  was  observed  by  travellers  and 
others,  that  many  parts  of  Kildare  were  emptied 
of  the  adult  part  of  the  male  population.    To- 
wards evening  the  populace  b^ipin  to  assemble  in 
Tast  numbers  in  St.  James' s-street  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood, without  having  any  visible  arrange- 
ment or  discipline.    Time  were,  however,  the 
materials  with  whiA  Mr.  Emmett  proposed  to 
eonstruet   the   edifice   of  republicanism.    The 
next  object  was  to  arm  the  body  thus  collected  ; 
and  for  which  purpose  pikes  were  deliberately 
brought  out  from  the  store  in  that  neighbour- 
hood,  and   with   unmolested  regularity  placed 
along  the  sides  of  the  streets,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  all  wio  might  jchoose  to  equip  them- 
selves.    The   inhabitants    during  this  dreadful 
and  alarming  scene  were  panic-struck,  and  see- 
ing no  prospect  of  succour  or  protection,  with- 
drew within  their   houses,   barred  their  doors 
and   windows,    and    betook  themselves  to  im- 
ploring the  protection  of  providence,  to  avert 
from  Aem  the  impending  calamity. 

About  nine  o'clock,  Uie  concerted  signal  that 
all  was  in  readiness  vras  giTcn  by  a  number 
of  men  riding  furiously  tltfough  the  principal 
streets ;  but  general  alarm  was  not  exoited,  until 
Mr.  Clarke,  the  proprietor  of  a  oonmderable 
manufactory  in  the  neighbottriiood  of  Dublin, 
and  who  haA  that  afternoon  apprised  govern- 
ment of  the  intention  of  the  insurgents,  was  shot 
at  and  dangerously  wounded.  About  the  period 
of  this  pre|i|ieditated  assassination,  a  small  piece 
of  ordjumo^  which  had  been  in  readiness  for  the 


purpose,  was  discharged,  and  a  sky-rocket  let 
off  at  the  same  moment,  so  as  to  be  obherved 
throughout  the  whole  city.     Mr.  Emmett,  at  the 
head  of  his  chosen  band,   now  sallied  forth  from 
the  obscurity  of  his  head -quarters,  in  Marslialsea- 
lane,  and  brahdishiog  bis  sword  in  tbe  street,  ex- 
cited his  followers  to   action.     Before  tbey  had 
reached  the  end  of  the  lane  in  which  they  were 
assembled,  a   confidential  member  of  the  party 
discharged  his  blunderbuss  at  a  person  dressed  in 
a  military  uniform,  and  who  was  pas*iing  hastily 
along  the  street.     The  ball  of  the  assassin  un- 
happily took  effect,  and  thus  perished  Colonel 
Browne,    a    most   respectable  and  meritorious 
officer,  aild  one  of  the  first  victims  of  this  san- 
guinary night.    Here  we  lose  sight  of  the  gene- 
ral and    his  staff— here  ended   his  short-lived 
course  of  military  and  political  achievement    It 
is  to  be  hoped,  and  there  is  no  evidence  to  con- 
tradict the  charitable  presumption,  that  this  un- 
fortunate enthusiast  did  not  participate  in  thn 
subsequent  horrors  of  the  night — ^he  was  indeed 
a  fanatic,  but  he  was    not    a   fiend.      Hence- 
forward we  do  not  discern  him,  or  any  of  his 
brother  conspirators,    till  we  find  them  fallen 
from  thrir  day-dreams  of  empire,   beneath  the 
power  of  the  offended  justice  of  their  country. 
The  next  victim  to  this  spirit  of  revolutionary 
fury    was  a  corporal  of  the    ordinary-guard, 
stationed  at   the  prison  for    debtors,    situated 
contigirotts  to  the  chief  rendezvous  of  the  in- 
surgents.   The  most  vig6rous  attempt,  and  in- 
dcM  the  only  one  that  could  be  considered  in 
the  light  of  an  act  of  courage,  was  an  ailssault 
made  upon  a  few  soldiers  composing  an  out- 
post, who  were  overpowered  by  numbers  and 
put  to  death. 

But   the    circumstance    from    vrbiek   this 
bopeless  and    disastrous  commotion    derived  a 
degree  of  consequence  far  beyond  that  which 
would  naturally  belong  to  the  ordinary  acts  of 
turbulence  in  a  disaffected  country,  and  in  an 
ill-regulated  metropoKs,  was  the  dreadftd  catas- 
trophe of  the  Chief  Justice  of  Irdand,  the  Lord 
Viscount  Kilwardeh.     This  unfortunate  noble- 
man had,  on  the  day  of  the  insurrection,  retired  to 
his  country  seat,  near  four  miles  from  Dublin, 
as  vras  his  custom  after  having  passed  tbe  WediL 
in  fulfilling  the  duties  of  his  exalUMI|pa«ion. 
On  the  first  intimation  of  the  circulVMRR  vrfaidi 
denoted  disturbances  being  conveyed  to  him,  his 
lordship,  who,  ever  since  the  period  of  the  out-* 
rages  in  17(16,  had  been  in  perpetual  apprehen- 
sion ofbeiogBttf^rised  and  assassinated  by  rebeb, 
ordered  out  his  carriage,  and  taking  vrith  him 
his  daughter,  and  his  nephew,  the  Rev.  Ridiard 
Wolfe,   set  off  inatantiy  for  Dublin,  where  he 
expected  to  find  protection  and  safety !    Unfor* 
innately   for    the   lord  chief  justice    and   bin 
fiunily,  the  carriage  appeared  in  Thomas-street 
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immediately  after  the  opening  of  the  dep6t,  and 
was  surrouhded  by  a  mob  of  armed  persons, 
equally  infuriated  and  infatuated.  His  lordship 
announced  his  name,  and  earnestly  prayed  for 
mercy ;  but  in  vain — The  party  were  all  dragged 
from  the  carriage,  and  Lord  Kilwairden  and  his 
Dephew  fell  to  the  ground,  pierced  with  innumer- 
able wounds,  but  the  laay  was  requested  to 
make  her  escape,  and  she  was  permitted  to  pass 
through  the  whole  rebel  column  to  the  castle  with- 
•out  molestation ! 

The  alarm  having  been  universally  spread, 
the  approach  of  a  small  military  force  hastily 
collected,  caused  the  cowardly  and  ferocious 
wretches  to  abandon  their  mangled  prey  ;  and  as 
.soon  as  the  streets  were  a  little  cleared,  some 
humane  persons  ventured  to  approach  the  scene 
of  blood  and  massacre.  The  body  of  Mr.  Wolfe 
was  found  quite  dead,  at  the  distance  of  a  few 
yards  from  the  place  where  the  carriage  had  been 
stopped ;  but  strange  to  relate,  his  unfortunate 
uncle,  Lord  Kilwarden,  still  survived.  His 
lordship  was  immediately  carried. to  the  nearest 
ivatch-house,  where  he  received  such  assistance 
as  could  be  procured,  and  while  the  vital  spark 
still  quivered  on  his  lips,  this  truly  great  man 
exclaimed — '^  Murder  must  be  punished,  but  let 
no  man  suffer  for  my  death,  but  on  a  fair  trial, 
and  by  the  laws  of  his  country.''  These  were  his 
last  words  ;  and  they  compose  the  noblest  epitaph 
for  his  tomb.  ^ 

About  half  past  10  o'clock  the  rebels  were 
in  their  turn  severely  attacked ;  the  mighty  pro- 
jects and  elaborate  preparations  of  the  chiefs- 
were  all  discomfited  and  dissipated  in  less  than 
an  hour,  by  two  subaltern  officers  of  the  21st 
regiment,  each  having  about  fifty  men  under  his 
command.  After  the  rebels  had  taken  possession 
of  certain  streets,  they  put  to  death  several  per- 
•sons  in  military  attire,  and  cut  off  a  number  of 
regulars  and  volunteers  who  were  anxiously 
repairing  to  the  rendezvous  appointed  for  them 
in  case  of  danger.  While  enffaged  in  this  mur- 
derous pursuit.  Lieutenant  Brady,  with  about 
fifty  men,  came  uikexpectedly  npon  the  rear  of 


the  mob  ^  and  while  attempting  to  seize  the  first  BOOK  IT. 

pike-man  he  met,  a  shot  was  fired  from  an  entry, • 

by  which  one  of  his  soldiers  was  wounded,  ^he  CaAP.xxTii. 
lieutenant,  finding  these  acts  of  aggression  repeat-  ""^^IJ^JT**^ 
ed,  ordered  his  men  to  fire,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
the  mob  fled  in  every  direction,  leaving  the  lieu- 
tenant and  his  party  completely  masters  of  the 
field.  A  column  of  rebels  proceeding  down 
Thomas-street,  seemed  desirous  to  attack  the 
light-company  of  the  21  st  under  Lieutenant 
Douglas,  and  two  or  three  shots  were  discharged 
at  the  soldiers,  when  the  mob  advancing  as  if  to 
charge,  received  a  voile v  from  the  troops,  which 
obliged  them  to  fall  back ;  a  second  volley  dis- 
persed them,  and  after  this  no  further  attack  or  re- 
sistance was  experienced.  No  return  was  ever 
made  of  the  number  of  lives  lost  on  this  occasion, 
but  the  most  probable  conjecture  is,  that  of  sol- 
diers and  volunteers  there  were  about  twenty,  and 
perhaps  about  fifty  of  the  insurgents.  Nor  is  it 
easy  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  number  of  rebels 
in  arms,  though  various  conjectures  have  been 
made,  sofne  carrying  their  muster  roll  up  to  three 
thousand,  and  others  diminishing  their  force  to 
five  hundred. 

The  plan  of  the  insurrection,  as  developed  in 
the  papers  afterwards  found  in  the  dep^t,  em- 
braced the  whole  of  Ireland,  a  certain  number 
of  men  from  each  parish  being  fixed  on  to  march 
for  the  capital.  The  explosion,  however,  Was 
confined  to  Dublin  and  its  immediate  vicinity. 
A  schism,  which  divided  the  leaders,  )>kioduc^ 
this  premature  attempt,  one  party  beilsg  desirous 
of  coming  to  immediate  action,  and  the  other 
wishing  to  postpone  the  eXeg|^tion  of  their  plan, 
till  the  co-operation  of  a  foreign  force  could  be 
procured.  Fortunately  for  the  united  kingdom, 
the  weaker  counsels  prevailed. 

The  activity  of  the  government  soon  dis- 
covered the  dep6ts,  detected  the  plans,  and  anni- 
hilated the  resources  of  the  conspirators.  At  the 
Malt- Store,  in  Dirtv-lane,  the  principal  of  their 
dep6ts,  were  found  eight  thousand  pikes,  and 
thirtv-fbur  thousand  ball  cartridges,  besides  a 
number  Of  hand  grenados,t  and  other  military 


*  Arthur  Wolfe,  Lord  Viscount  Kilwarden,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  had  served  the  orown,  in  the 
nsual  grradations  of  the  highest  offices  of  the  law.  He  beoame  Solicitor- General  of  Ireland  when  Viscount  Carle- 
ton,  was  nronikoted  to  the  common  pleas,  and  attorney-general,  on  ^e  late  Lord  Clare's  accession  to  the  seals. 
The  EamptrClonmell  was  his  lordship's  immediate  predecessor  in  his  high  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  Ireland. 
As  crown  prosecutor,  during  a  period  which  unfortunately  called  for  the  frequent  exercise  of  the  duties  of  that 
office,  he  was  fair,  cindM,  and  gentle ;  disposed  to  g^re  the  aocnued  every  advantage,  and  always  less  desirous 
to  exaggerate  gnih,  than  to  ascertain  innocence.  As  a  jndge,  no  man  ever  attempted  to  censure  him  on  any 
ground  o&er  than  a  strenuous,  and  what  some  considered  )ui  overstrained  assertion  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject 
'fie  was  not,  from  his  talents  and  attainments,  calculated  to  extend  the  limits  of  science,  or  multiply  the  lights  of 
his  profession,  but  he  was  leafly  what  his  djring  expressions  bespoke  him,  an  upright,  honest  man,  who  well 
Imew  how  to  appreciate  law  and  justice,  and  who  bad  fuUy  and  deeply  impressed  on  his  mind  the  sound  maxims 
*of  both,  by  unwearied  sedutity,  and  long  habits  in  their  distribntftdo. 

t  These  instmmenis  are  forinied  of  boittlea  Blled  irith  powder,  rasty  nails,  bullets,  and  semps  tyf  nron,  to  wbach  a  fusee 
',  «nd  when  discharged  in  the  Greets  of  a  crowded  city,  spresui  death  and  destmctiiw  in  every  direction. 
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06OK  11.  stores.*  On  the  banks  of  the  river,  at  a  place 
— "  called  the  Coal- Quay,  a  second  depAt  was  found ; 
Chap>xxxii>  ^  ^jj^  apartment  where  it  was  discovered,  the 

wainscot  had  been  removed  to  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  wall,  and  constructed  so  as  to 
move  like asliding  door.  Behind  this  was  found 
an  immense  number  of  pikes  and  other  weapons. 
In  many  parts  of  the  city,  and  chiefly  in  vacant 
ffrounds,  and  against  what  are  termed  dead  walls, 
Doxes  of  pikes  were  discovered,  formed  so  as  to 
resemble  logs  of  timber  ;  their  situation  and 
contents  being  well  known  to  the  adherents  of 
the  conspirators.  In  Bridgefoot- street,  and 
Smithfield,  were  also  found  a  quantity  of  clothing, 
among  which  was  a  magnificent  suit  of  green 
and  gold,  evidently  intended  for  some  insurgent 
general.  But  perhaps  the  most  material  dis^ 
covery  was  the  finding  of  the  papers  connected 
with  the  insurrection,  and  which,  as  they  not  only 
pointed  out  the  leaders  of  the  conspiracy,  but 
also  all  the  places  in  the  country,  which  were 
considered  as  favourable  for  similar  movements, 
enabled  government  to  take  efibctual  means  to 
prevent  or  repel  any  further  efibrt  on  the  part  of 
the  disaffected.  The  most  remarkable,  of  the 
papers  found  at  tlie  dep6t,  was  a  proclamation^pl: 
manifesto  of  the  intended  provisional  govern- 
ment to  the  people  of  Ireland.  This  address 
waji  written  in  a  turgid  and  inflated  style^ 
n^uch  resembling  some  of  the  papers  publish- 
ed in  the  early  part  of  the  French  revolution, 
and  among  other  assertions  stated,  ^^  that  the 
present  el&rt  was  for  the  deyeloperoent  of  a 
system  which  had  been  organized  within  the 
eight  months.*'  It  obscurely  iutimated  that 
the  conspiracy^  of  Despard  was  a  branch  of  the 
same  system;  and  laid  down  as  the  basis  of  the 
whole,  ao  eternal  8epara.tion  from  British  con- 
nection ;  apd  concluded  with  a  declamatory  invec- 
tive against  What  was  termed  the  tyranny  of 
England.  The^  was  also  in  the  archives  of  the 
rebels,  an  address  to  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  and 
the  project  of  a  decree,  by  which  the  abolition  of 
all  itythcH  was  announced ;  no  transfer  of  deben- 
ture or  public  securities  was  to  take  place  till 
the  national  government  should  be  organized ; 
the  troops  of  the  line  were  to  be  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war,  but  the  Irish  militia,  yeomen, 
and  volunteers,  found  in  arms  against  the  re- 
pablic  fourteen  days  after  the  date  of  the  de- 
cree, were  made  liable,  to  suffer  death  by  the 
senten^  of  a  court-niartial.  And  among  other 
regulations  In  this  decree  was  a  provision  for 
electing  a  house  of  representatives. 

The  entire  failure  of  the  rebellious  enter- 
prise of  Emmett  and  his  associates  reduced  their 
proclamations  and  decrees  to  the  standard  of 
waste  paper;    and  every    precaution  was    im- 


mediately taken  bv  the  governmeht  to  restore 
the  public  tranquillity.  The  ^riVy  council  issued 
a  proclamation,  calling  oii  the  magistrates  to 
unite  their  exertions  with  those  of  the  military 
power,  and  offering  a  reward  of  one  thousand 
pounds  for  the  discovery  and  detection  6f  the 
miscreants  who  murdered  Lord  Kilwarden.  A 
reward  was  also  offered  to  those  who  should 
discover  the  murderers  of  Lieutenant-colonel 
Browne;  and  an  official  notice  was  issued  by 
the  lord-mayor,  requiring  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Dublin,  except  yeomen,  to  keep  within  doors 
after  eight  in  the  evetiing.  At  the  same  time, 
bills  for  suspending  the  Habeas  Corpus  act, 
and  for  placing  Ireland  under  martial  law,  were 

Sassed  with  uncommon  rapidity  through  their 
iffcrent  stages  in  the  parliament  of  the  imited 
kingdom.  Arran^itaents  were  also  made  for 
sending  large  bodies  of  troops  from  England, 
and  every  measure  whLnh  prudence  could  sug- 
gest, or  courage  execute,  was  immediately 
adopted,  for  the  preservation  of  the  public 
iranquillity.  On  tms»  occasion,  the  iroman  ca- 
tholics^ with  Lord  Fihgal  at  th^ir  head,  catne 
forward  in  the  most  loyal  and  patriotic  manner,, 
and  after  expressing  thdr. utmost  abhoi'rence 
and  detestation  of  the  enormities  committed  on 
the  23d  of  July,  mdde  an  offer  to  government 
of  their  assistance  and  co-operation.  By  these 
and  similar  exertions  the  flame  of  rebellion  was 
completely  extinguished ;  and  it  reflects  no  small 
praise  on  the  existing  administration,  that  the 
public  peace  was  preserved  by  means  perfectly 
constitutional,  and  without  resorting  in  any  one 
instance  to  the  exercise  of  those  extraordinary 
powers  'with  which  the  legislature  had  seen 
proper  to  clothe  the  government  of  Ireland. 

While  such  were  the  proceedings,  and  the 
issue  of  the  insurrection  in  the  metropolis,  Rus- 
sel,  who  had  attempted  to  erect  the  standard  of 
rebellion  in  the  north,  was  completely  disap- 
pointed, and  it  does  not  appear  ^at  more  than 
twelve  persons,  and  those  of  the  lowest  rank, 
and  most  desperate  character,  ever  entered  into 
his  treasonable  designs.  Disappointed  in  all 
his  endeavours,  he  returned  to  Dublin  soon 
after  the  23d  of  July,  where  he  remained  con^ 
oealed  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Mulct,  a  gun-smith, 
till  the  0th  of  September,  when  he  was  appre^ 
hended  by  the  vigilance  of  the  police,  and  on  the 
following  day  committed  to  prison, 

Emmett,  after  he  had  acted  the  general 
for  the  sfaoit  apace  pf  an  hour,  finding  him* 
self  either  deserted  by  his  kmy,  or  at  ^e 
head  of  a  mob,  by  whom  his  commands,  and 
even  his  intrcaties,  were  slighted,  fled  in  des« 
pair  and  mortification  from  Dublin,  to  the  ad« 
jacent  mountains.     But  here  he  was  pnrsned, 


*  speech  of  Sir  Jobn  Wroctesley,  in- the  Howe 'of  Cammoni,  Mndi  Ttfa,  iso«»  oi^  i^  vad^  f^  ^i^pis^. 
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and  obliged  agaia  to  seek  refuge  in  Dublin, 
^vrherci  he  was  in  about  a  month  traced  to  the 
house  of  a  Mrs.  Palme^r,  and  having  been  se- 
cured ipras  committed  to  prison.  Dowdall  and 
Allen  bad  the  good  fortune  to  escape  out  of  the 
eountr  J  ;  but  Redmond  was  arrested  at  Newry, 
at  the  iQpmont  when  be  was  about  to  take  fals 

fiassa^e  for  America;  while  Quigley  and  Staf- 
6rd,  two  others  of  the  leaders,  were  soon  after 
taken  in  i^e  interior  of  the  country. 

A  special  commission   was  issued  for  the 
trial   m(  t)ie  t'ebels,   and   Bdward   Kearney,    a 
calenderer;   and  Thomas  Maxwell  Roche,  an 
old  nkan,  of  nearly  seventy  vears  of  age,  were 
the  tipvo  first  persons  brought  before  this  tribunal. 
After  a  patient  investigation  of  all  the  circum- 
stances   of  th^   case,    both  the  prisoners  were 
found  guilty,  tnd  eiceoutdd  in  Thomiis-street,  the 
foeua  of   the   iBsurrection,       Several  others  of 
their  aseociatiM  were  fdso  tried,  fbond    guilty, 
and  expiated  their  ofTences  with  their  lives.    But 
the  most  intportaot  of  these  judicial  proceedings 
was  the  (rial  of  Robert  Emmett^  Esq.  who  was 
arraigned  on  the  10th  of  Septembec>  and  found 
guiHj  on  the  clearest  evidence.      Before  the 
awfial  sentence  of  the  law  was  pronounced,  Mr. 
Emnnett  addressed  tiie  eourt    in  a    long  and 
I^Binoated  speech,  in  which  he  candidly  avowed 
thaC  it  wan  his  intention  to  separate  Ireland  from 
her  dependence  on  Great  Britain,  and  gloried 
i^  the  measures  he  had  taken  to  aeeompUsh  his 
purpose.    He  at   the  same  time  solemnly  dis- 
claimod  all  agency  or  coooeetioA  with  Fraaee: — 

<*  ^mall  indeed,"  exclahned  he,  with  impsssioDed 
f  nei|fy,  "  mnM  have  been  our  claims  iA  patridUsm  -  or  to 
i^oiBiqon  Benie;  absord  iadeed  oar  proieMioos  pf  the  lcr?e 
of  libertv,  if  I  and  my  associaUa  could  eaoourag<e  the 
profan«Uon  of  our  shores  by  a  people  who  are  themselves 
vinves,  and  the  unprincipled  add  abandt)ned  irtstmments 
fif  imposing  slarery  on  others.  Did  1  lite  to  see  a 
Fn^ncn  army  approach  this  couatfy,  i  'WoaW  meet  it 
with  a  torch  in  one  hand  and  a  sword  in  the  other:  | 
w^uld  receive  them  with  all  the  destruction  of  war!  j 
would  aninoate  ray  countryrapn  to  immolate  them  in  their 
Very  boats,  before  our  native  soil  thould  hare  been  pol- 
luted by  the  tread  of  a  fnr^gn  foe.  If  'thej?  sucfseeded 
in  landing^,  I  would  bom  every  bhide  of  grass  before 
tliem ;  noc  every  house,  coMend  to  the  last  for  every 
inch  of  ground,  and  ihe  spot  in  which  the  hope  of  free- 
dom should  d#  pert  me,  that  spot  I  would  make  my  flprave. 
What  I  cannot  do  I  leare  as  a  legacy  lo  my  country, 
becatise  I  feel  conacions  that  my  death  wookl  be  unpro- 
fitable, and  all  hftpe  of  liberty  would  be  extinct,  the  mo- 
ment a  French  army  obtained  a  footing  in  this  land." 
After  some  fur; her  observations  in  the  same  strain,  he 
tonchided  thus :  "  My  lamp  of  Kle  has  nearly  «r\-pir^  ; 
my  viice  is  finished  ;  the  grave  opens  to  •fi'ceive  me,  ftad 
I  sink  into  its  bosam.  AU  1  ve^uest  at  depurtisg.  frtm 
the  world  is  the  charity  of  its  silence.  Let  no  man 
write  my  epitaph,  fur  as  no  man  who  knows  m^  motives 
will  dare  to  vindicate  them,  let  not  prejudice  or  ignorance 
asperse  them;  fetthem  atid  me  repose  in  obscurity  and 
peace,  and  my  tomb  remain  niiinscribed,  till  other  times^ 
snd  other  men,  can  do  justice  to  my  ofaaraeter." 


At  the  close  of  this  speech.  Lord  Northbury  BOOK  IL 
proceeded  to  pronounce  the  sentence  of  the  law  ■ 
npon  the  prisoner;  and  the  following  day  this  ^"^''^^m 
misguided  young  man,  who  was  at  that  time  ^*'"^2w*^ 
only  in  the  24th  vear  of  his  age,  was  executed  on      ^^ 
a  temporary  gallows  in  Thomas-street. 

On  the  90di  of  October,  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Rassel  came  on  at  Garrickfergus,  and 
the  charge  of  endeavouring  to  excite  iasiirreotion 
was  proved  against  him  by  a  chain  of  clear  and 
incontestible  evidence.  Un  being  asked  if  he 
had  any  thing  to  say  why  sentence  of  death  should 
not  be  passed  upon  him,  be  addressed  the  court 
in  a  speech  which  occupied  about  twenty  minutes 
in  the  delivery,  in  which  be  took  a  view  of  the 
principal  transactions  of  his*  life  for  the  last 
thirteen  years ;  and  on  a  retrospective  view  of 
which  he  said  be  looked  back  with  triumph  and 
satisAtotion  :  he  endeavoured  to  justify  what  he 
bad  done  by  the  plea  that  he  had  acted  from 
conscientious  motives;  and  he  anxiously  ki* 
treated  the  oouK  that  his  ixaght  be  4lie  last  life 
sacrificed  on  lihe  present  oocasioa. 

Mr.  Baron  'George  then  pronounced  the 
awful  sentence  of  the  law  upon  the  prisoner, 
which  he  .listened  to  with  the  greatest  compo- 
safe  and  attention,  and  bowing  to  the  court, 
retired  with  the  sheriff.  This  fatal  sentence  was 
carried  into  execution  on  the  following  day  at 
Downpatrick. 

Soon  after  this  execution,  Qu^Iey  and 
Stafford  were  apprehended  in  the  county  of 
Gal  way,  and  were  both  arraigned  at  the  com- 
mission of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  opened  at  Pub- 
liA  on  the  39th  of  October,  but  in  consoleration 
of  their  having  made  n  full. disclosure  of . all  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  conspiracy,  no 
further  proceedings  were  had  against  them,  nor 
alw  pf  the  remainiog' prisoners.  The  mildness 
and  constitutional  coAauet  of.  administration  .ib 
this  unhappy  business  excited,  praise  from  ma^y 
who  were  politically  hostile,  to  them ;  and  it  ao  - 
doubt  contributed  more. to  the  restoratipn  of 
tranquilKty  than  the  most  rigorous  ainl  san- 
guinary measures.  It  was  .genei:aUy  sui^ected 
at  this  period  that  Bonaparte  i^as  the  real 
author  of  this  conspiracy,  and  that  EnimeU  and 
Russel  were  merely  his  tools  and  agents  in  the 
business ;  but  no  evidence  has  ever  b^en  pro- 
duced in  support  of  this  fact,  and  the  dyiqg 
declarations  of  Knamett  duectly  negative  tbe 
supposition ;  io  whioli  we  jpay  add,  that  the 
marks  of  preeipitatiou^and  want  of  arraugfsment, 
evident  in  the  plan,  characterizes  the  enterprise 
rather  as.  the  ofTispFing  of  au  eutbusiastic  and 
heated  limagination,  than  the  product  of  a  mind 
Jike  that  of  the  first  consul,  cool,  lucid,  and 
calculating. 
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to  French  Emigrants^  and  against  the  Abuse  poured  upon  the  First  Cotisul  by  the  Newspaper  Press 
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to'  the  Court  of  London — Discussion  relating  to  the  Evacuation  of  Malta — Abstract  of  CoUmet 
Sebastiam^s  Report  (uote) — Lord  WhitwortVs  interview  tvith  the  First  Consul  in  his  Cabinet — 
N^ociations  continued — His  Majesty* s  Message^  announcing  Preparations  in  the  Ports  of  France 
and  Holland — Lord  Whitworth^ s  Interview  with  the  First  Consul  at  the  Levee — Correspondence 
between  Lord  Hawkesbury  and  General  Andreossi'-^Project  of  the  English  Government — 
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BOOK  If.  THE  treaty  of  Amieos,  which  had  not  yet 

'  attained  its  first  anniversary^  was  now,  from  a 

^^*^^^^'  variety  of  causes,  fast  approaching  to  its  dissolu- 
tion, ft  was  evident  almost  from  the  momi?nt  of  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty,  that  the  external  relations 
of  peace  were  unaccompanied  with  that  spirit  of 
amity  which  can  alone  render  peace  desirable,  or 
the  intercourse  between  two  countries  reciprocally 
beneficial.    After  so  long  a  contest,  embittered 
more  than  ordinary  wars  by  personal  rancour^ 
and  conducted  in  a  manner  of  which  history 
affords  no  example,  it  was  indeed  natural  that  a 
considerable  degree  of  agitation  should  prevail, 
and  that  there  should  remain  some  feelings  of 
resentment  both    in    the  people   and   in   their 
ffovemors.    These  feelings  it  appeared  to  be  the 
mterest  and  the  duty  of  the  two  governments 
gradually  to  allay  by  mild  and  temperate  conduct, 
and  above  all,  cautiously  to  abstain  from  every 
thing  calculated  to  produce  irritation,  and  excite 
jealousy  and  distrust.     But  unhappily  for  the 
interests  of  humanity,  this  was  not  the  policy 
pursued  either  by  Great  Britain  or  France.    In 
this  country  the  treaty  of  Amiens  was  represented 
as  fiital  to  England  because  it  was  not  disgrace* 
ful  to  France ;  and  the  British  ministry  and  the 
French  government  were  assailed  by  every  species 
of  attack ;  even  in  parliament,  the  Frenc^h  govern- 
ment was  represented  as  plotting  the  destruction 
of  this  country,  and  their  negociators  at  Amiens 
were  designated  by  a  noble  senator,  as  **  adepts 
in  duplicity,  regardless  of  principle,  and  unprac- 
tised in  virtue;*'*   and  this  indecent  language, 
thus  authorised  by  the  highest  example,  soon 
descended  into  general  use,  and  pervaded  both 
the  senate  and  the  press  of  Great  Britain. 

The  first  consul  of  France,  on  the  ofli^  hand^ 
actuated  by  a  narrow  and  vindictive  policy, 
hastened  to  promulgate  an  obsolete  edict  against 
British  commerce,  sdsed  a  number  of  English 


vessels,  that  had,  in  the  imaginary  security  of  thef 
restoration  of  the  relations  of  peace,  repaired  to 
the  ports  of  France,  and  nerseveringly  refused 
to  satisfy  the  recognizea  claims  of  British 
subjects.  This  conduct,  at  once  irritating  and 
uncalled  for,  did  not  fail  to  produce  ungracious 
discussions  between  the  two  governments,  almost 
as  early  as  the  date  of  the  treaty ;  and  in  stating 
the  nature  of  those  discussions,  the  objects  of  the 
respective  governments  will  be  developed,  the 
justice  of  their  professed  desire  to  preserve  tiie 
relations  of  peace  and  amity  ascertained,  and 
the  causes  of  the  diiastrous  war  in  which  Europe 
was  again  speedily  to  be  involved,  made  mani- 
fest 

So  early  as  the  4th  of  June,  1802,  a  verbal 
complaint  was  made  by  M.  Talleyrand,  to  the 
British  minister,  Mr.  Merry,  resident  at  Paris, 
relating  to  several  circumstances  which,  be  said^ 
Stood  in  the  way  of  that  perfect  reconciliation  and 
good  understaniling  between  the  two  governments, 
whidi  it  was  the  first  consul's  sincere  wish  to 
see  re-established. t  M»  Talleyrand  then  pro- 
ceeded to  state,  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  first 
consul,  that  his  majesty's  government  might  be 
disposed  to  remove  out  of  the  British  dominioos 
all  the  French  princes  and  their  adherents,  together 
with  4he  French  bishops,  and  other  French  indi- 
viduals, whose  political  principles  and  conduct 
must  necessarily  occasion  great  jealousy  to  the 
French  government ;  and  concluded  by  sayingi 
that  he  thought  the  residence  of  Louis  XVIII. 
was  now  the  proper  place  for  that  of  the  rest  of 
his  family.  To  these  intimations  it  was,  on  the 
part  of  the  British  government,  replied,  that  his 
migesty  "should  certainly  expect,  that  all  foreign- 
ers who  may  reside  within  his  dominions,  should 
not  only  hold  a  condtfct  conformable  to  the  laws 
of  the  country,  but  sboi^ld  abstain  from  all  acts 
wfaidi  may  be  hostile  to  the  government  of  aoy 


*  See  Lord  Gaemarron't  Speech  on  the  Befinitive  TVeaty. 
t  Sea  Dispatdi  ft«B  Mr.  Hcny  to  Lord  Hawiieiilmry,  dated  Puis,  Jane  4A,  X802. 
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oilier,  cottolry,  wUli  :ivUwh  Mb  niRjeslj  Aftji  be  at 

peac^.     As  long,  howevAP,  as  t^y  csondaolftd 

themsttlT^   acoordiBg  to  these  prinoiplea*  .Itifl 

BEiajesty  womld  fe?l  it  lAcooaiBteat  with  lii^  digntiy^ 

iwitb.  hi»  l|OAOttii»  and  witb  the  ecmtBoa  Iftws'  df 

^9pitaltty»  Uk  d#piniw  tliem  of:  ikiat  prol«ie<M)0'» 

iv^i^  iadiyidiiab  r^eidwt  in  his  domimooB  could 

oqI^  6>rfeit  i>y  tbeirr  own  msoonduot"      This 

topic  yran  again  resuiped'  by  M.  Talleyrand:  on 

the  lO^h  of  June,  wben  beobsepved^.that  the  fijrat 

teonput  bad  unUeited  no-  npre  than  the  British 

gfP|fe|B|iment  itself  litad».  9t  the  tinie,  dematided  of 

SV^ppe  when  the  pretender  wna  in  tbat  cooniry ; 

and  that  the  removal  of  the:  French  |iriu<»»asd 

their   adb?rei^ts  out  of  the  British  doomiimH 

would  1  bef  in  the  bigbesit  degren  agreeable  and 

8ati8£%e(t9iry!  (o.tba  first  eonsaly.and  hia donstdered 

by  him  aa>%  n^t*  ^a  viflMcing  proof  of  hm  ma^tyf  s 

dlspositiw  tp  see  a  cprdial'  gf¥>d  underfatandnig 

es  tabU#hed  between  tbe  two  coontritei 

A,noih^  eaiMe  <^  eosopjaint*  wns-  speedily 

Vougbt  f^nwavd  by  M.  Olloc    ima  leiterifrom 

that  mini^teraddresiiedito  Lord Hawkesbury^.onr 

the  25tb  .of  tfuty^  he  ooiBplaiaedof  thdtreiieraded 

instil^  conveyed  through  the  medraia  of  the.presfti 

b:y  a  sipdU  number  of«foreigQera^;assenibleddn  Lonu 

dpo.;  adding 'Mt  is  n^toiPdiier  alone^  but^e 

tba.  e^Utoi:  of  ^tbe  CoMlyer  Ftttm^^ .  de  JLbfidrer,'  tei 

Gobbet^  &n^t»  otiier  writer^  wboi resemble thetn; 

that  I  ha^  Idjdireet theatlention o£ his^niBJesty^ti 

goyef  opienti      ThO'  perfidious  -  and'*  mafaevoknt 

pubUoatiQOS  of  these  men  Are  in"  open  oontradiv^v 

^ion  to  peace*'*    .To  wliieh  Lorn  Hawkesbury 

j^epli^d  :     '^  That    It  was  impossibld^  that   his 

majQsty'^  goternment  could  peruse  the  pnblica-« 

tioii  of  PeUUri. without  the  gmtest  dtspleasnre,^ 

and  without  an»  anx^iouadorire^  that  thet  personf 

who  published- itrshould  Infl^thepunishnteiit'be' 

so j lastly Klesenred;  and. thai  altheugb^  under 'n 

QOBf  tiiutien  lik^  that,  of  Great  Britain,  it  was  ins^ 

possible  to  prevent,  the  abuse  oflbB.uawvDidably 

attendant  on  the  greatest  of  aU  political  benafiln 

(the  liberty  of  the  press):,  yet  in  the  present  case 

he.  had  thought  it^  his  djaty  to  refer  ^e^aKiole  in 

Peltier's    journal    to  .  bin:  ma^ty?s    attorney • 

geaeijil,* 

These  explMaaAioos^  sniisfitotory'asfthey  wtU 
appear  to  the  mind.of  e,rery  Ei^sbnian,  failed  to 
produce  that;  efieieft  nivm  the  head  of.  the  -Ffteokr 
goverument ;  imA  in  a  iwte  toliord  Hawkesbnryv; 
under  .date  of  the  <  i7ttr  of  August,  the  rsubjnets- 
under  discussion  wens  formed  into  a  regnlav- 
Sjeries,  and  M.  Otto  was,  as  he  stated,  ordered 
to.  solicit; 

Ist.  **  Thst  his  .nasty's  goTtnnaent  ynSk  adi»)>t  the 
n^ost  effectual  meaiures  to  pin  a  stop  to  the  uobecomisg'snd 
ieditious  pubUcations^  with  which  the   newspapecs.  aii4. 
writings  printed  in  EtfgUnd  are  filled. 
'    2d.  *' That  the  indhridaab  mentioned  in  tbe  undef- 


isds 


signed  ministor'i  M^fer  of  the  Sad  of  Jul^  IM;  sMi  beSMt  j^K  R. 

out oi  the  Ishnd of  Jeisey.  ...,-.    , 

354.  "  That  tlie  (onner  bifihopj^  of  Arrao  and  St  Pol  de  r«  .  Yvnr 
Leon,  and  all  those,  whd;  like  distil,  Under  the  pretext^  i^HAP.AAiv. 
reliorion,  seek  to  raise  disturbances  in  the  interior  m"f^^S^ 
shWUkesiMliBsentewait  ... 

4tb.  <<1%at  Georgfeoahd  hiii  adhereufs  Jhldl  be  trAtii^t 
ported  to  Canada,  according  to  the  intention  wU^  the 
undersigned  has  been  directed  to  transmit  to  his  govenMuent 
hy  Lonf  Hsu^eSbdiV. 

nUK  '^Tbal,  in  ofi^  to  depr^T^  tli6'  e^-distibBed  of 
evcryr  yWMI  for  ^MtiTUhg  the  ffood  understanding 
bstmsm-  the  two  govertimignts,  HAtmhe  recommended  to 
Ihs  places  oJT  the*  houfl^  of  Bov^rhoii.  ai' present  in  Great 
Britain^  to  repair  to  WaMktlr,  tfafe  resideh&f  ofthe  head  of 
thujif  family. 

eUi.  '« llftit'tfttainD^ffife  French  eihigrafits  as  still  thint 
proper  to  wear  the  e^d^rsanid  decorations^  tN^IoAj^ing  to  the 
sneieBi  goveHimil^M  of  Fttih^,  shall  be' rehired  to  quit^ 
territory  of  tbe  BAtteh  ettij^tre.  '* 

To  wfaicb  prepoBitiMfs  M.  OtCo  afld^d : 
^<  lliese  demands  are'  fdunded'upfon  the  t^r^aty  of 
Amiens,  and  upon  the  Terbal  assurances  that  the 
French  minister  bad-  bad  the  scAtsfaction  to 
receftre,  in  the  course  of  the  negeciatlons^  With  ire* 
gard  to  Hbe  linftaial  agreement  for  main tai^tng 
tranquillity  and  good  order  in  the  two  countries. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  in  his  reph  says :  '^  It  lis 
impossible  not  to-  feel  cOneiderable  surpriise  at 
the  circumstances '  ubder  whieh  it  has  beei| 
thought  proper  t&  ptes^ht  the  above  note ;  at  the 
style  in  which  it  ii^  dr^wn  up ;  and  a.t  the  com*- 
plaints  it  contains.  It  has hisaee beeomeof  tbd 
utmost  importance  that*  a'  frank  espJunaUioft 
should -bfa  made  of  the  liti^e  of  conduct  which  bie 
majesty  has  det^rmln^d^to.  adopt,  on  reasons  of 
th^  nature  of  those  to  wliicb  this  note  refers^  and 
of  tb^  motives  on  which' it  is  founded^'' 

'<  The  propoMfiilfttir*  adds  his  lordsUJ^,  '^n 
M.  Otto*s  official  not^nre  six  m  number ;  but  may 
in  fact  be  divided  into  two  heads  :  the  fiinst>  that 
which  relates  to  libels  of  all  descriptions,  'which 
are  alleged  to 'be  pilAlished  against  tlieFrenoli 
gOTeruraent :  th^'  la^t' comprehending  the  five 
comptaints  which  delate  to  the  emigrants  resident 
in  this  country.  Ak  to  the  first,  his  majesty  can* 
not,  and  never  will,  in  consequence  of  any  xepre- 
sentation;  or  any  menace,  from  a  foreign  power, 
make  any  concession  which  can  be  in  the  smallest 
degree  dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  the  pre»s,  as 
secured  by  the  codsltitutioia  of  this  counf ry .  '^bia 
liberty  is  justly  dear  to  e^ery  British  subject. 
The  constitutibti'admits'pf  no  previous  restraints 
dpoU  pablieations'  of  any  description ;  but  there 
exist  judicatures,  whollyindependentof  the  execu^^ 
titegovernment,  capable  of  taking  cognizance  of 
such  publications  as  the  law  deems  to  be  criminal^ 
and  which  are  bound  to  inflict  the  punishment 
the  delinquents  may  deserve ;  these  judicatures 
may  take  cognizance,  not  only  of  libels. agfiinst 
the  government   and   the    magistracy   of  this 
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BOOK  II.  kingdoiD,  bat,  as  has  been  repeatedly  eicperienced, 
-  of  publications  defamatory  to  tbose  in  whose 

v!^^^!^'  hands  the  a,dministration  of  foreign  gOYemments 

AC7V*  With   reepec't  to  the  complaints   under 

the  second  head,  the  Froich  government  are 
informed, 

**  First,  that  the  emigrants  in  Jersey,  many  of  whom 
hare  remained  there  soldyon  aoeount  or  the  cheaimess  of 
subsistence,  have  actually  remoTed,  or  were  remoring,  pre* 
Tious  to  the  representation  contained  in  M.  Otto's  note,  and 
tiiat,  before  this  explanation  can  take  place,  there  will  pro- 
bably not  be  an  emuprant  in  the  island. 

•*  To  the  second  complaint,  which  relates  to  the  Bishopa 
of  Arras  and  £k.  Pol  de  Leon,  and  others,  his  majesty  can 
only  reply,  that  if  the  fact  aOeg^ed  affainst  them  can  be 
substantiated ;  if  it  can  be  proTed  that  they  have  distributed 
papers  on  the  coast  of  France,  with  a  view  of  disturbing  the 
govemment,  and  of  inducing  the  people  to  resist  the  new 
l^urdi  estahlishment,  his  nu^esty  would  think  himself 
justified  in  taking  all  measures  within  his  power  to  obliga 
Aem  to  leave  the  country. 

**  On  the  third  complaint,  which  respects  the  removal 
of  Georges,  and  Uiose  persons  supposed  to  be  his  adherents, 
measures  are  in  contemplation  and  will  be  taken  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  them  out  of  his  mijesty's  European 
dominions. 

*^  On  the  fourth  complaint,  respecting  the  princes  of 
iSkt  hoose-of  Bourbon,  his  mijesty  has  no  desire  that  they 
should  centinue  to  reside  in  this  country,  if  they  are  disposed 
or  can  be  induced  to  ouit  it ;  but  he  feeb  it  to  be  inconsistent 
with  his.  honour  ana  his  sense  of  justice,  to  withdraw  from 
tiiem  the  rights  of  hospitality,  so  long  as  ^ey  conduct  them- 
selves peaceably  and  quietly ;  and  unless  some  charge  can 
he  substaudited  of  their  attempting  to  distuib  the  peace 
which  subsists  between  the  two  governments. 

**  With  respect  to  the  fifth  complaint,  whidi  relates  to 
the  French  emigrants  wearing,  in  this  ooimtry,  the  ^orders  of 
their  ancient  government ;  there  are  few,  if  any,  persons  of 
that  description  in  thb  country.  It  might  be  more  proper 
if  they  abstafned  fWmi  it ;  but  the  Fren^  government  could 
not  persist  in  expecting  that,  even  if  it  were  consistent  with 
law,  his  mijesty  should  be  induced  to  commit  so  harsh  an 
act  of  authority,  as  to  send  them  out  of  the  country  on  such 
an  account.** 

From  this  period  to  the  end  of  the  month 
ef  October  the  official  correspondence  relates 
prmcipally  to  the  Interference  of  France  in  die 
affiurs  of  the  Hehre tic  republic,  to  the  continu- 
ance of  French  troops  in  Holland,  and  to  the 
applications  made  to  the  courts  of  St.  Peters- 
hurgj  Vienna,  and  Berlin^  to  guarantee  the  in- 
dependence of  Malta,  conformably  to  the  tenth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens.  From  the  first 
portion  of  this  part  of  the  correspondence  it 
appears,  that  Mr.  Moore,  an  accredited  agent 
from  the  British  government,  was  ordered  to 
repair  to  Constance,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
disposition  of  the  people  of  Switzerland  regard- 
ing the  act  of  mediation  proposed  by  Bonaparte; 
but  oil  receiving  information,  immediately  on  hia 
arrival,  of  the  submission  of  the  diet  of  Switzer- 
land, assembled  at  Schwita,  to  the  French  arrns^ 
he  left  that  country,  co^^orroabIy  to  his  instruc- 
tions, alid  repaired  again  to  England.  On  the 
second  point,  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Listen  to  iiord 


Hawkesbnry,   dated   from  the    Hague  on    the 
29th  of  October,  announces  that  a  French  corps 
of  between  ten  and  eleven  thousand  men,  -who 
were  to  have  been  vrithdrawn  from  Holland   on 
the  oondusion  of  the  definitive  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  still  remam  in  that  country,  and  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Dutch  government  to 
make  application   to  the   principal    powers    of 
Burope  to  intreat  their  intervention  and  good 
offices  with  a  view  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
independence  of  the  republic.    From  a  series   of 
dispatches  which  related  to  the  guarantee  of  the 
island  of  Malta,  Austria,  it  appeared;  immediatel  j 
transmitted  an  act  of  guarantee  and  aooesaion  to 
that  part  of  the  trea^n>f  Amiens ;  Prussia  pro* 
fessed  to  take  a  very  slight  interest  in  the  fate 
of  that  idand ;  and  Russia  consented  to  become 
one   of  the  guarantees  on  certain    conditions, 
meant  the  more  efibetually  to  seeiare  the  inde- 
pendence and  neutndity  of  the  island  both  in  time 
of  war  and  during  the  period  of  peace. 

In  the  mean  time^    Lord  Whitworth  bad 
repaired    to  Paris,  in  the  capacity  of  British 
mmister  at  the  court  of  the  Thuilieries,  and  M. 
Otto  was  at  the  same  time  superseded  by  Ge- 
neral Andreossi  at  the  court  of  St.  James's. 
The  first  published  dispatch  from  Lord  Hawkea- 
bury  to  Lord  Whitworth,  dated  November  30, 
relates  to  a  complaint  made  against  England  of 
delaying  the  fulfflment  of « one  of  the  conditions 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  which  provides  for  the 
evacuation  of  Egypt  *,  on  this  subject  his  lordship 
is  instructed  to  state,   that  although   Oeueral 
Stuart  had  signified  to  Colonel'  Sebastiani  his 
inability  to  evacuate  Egypt  until  he  shoold  re- 
ceive specific  orders  for  that  purpose,  yet  tiiat 
this  delay  has  arisen  entirely  from  a  misunder- 
standing on  the  part  ot  the  general ;  and  that, 
to  obviate   all  further  difficulties,    instructions 
have  been  sent  to  General  ^tuart,  direeting  him 
to  remove  the  king's  troops  from  Egypt  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

The  next  dispatch  in  the  series  laid  before 
parliament  is  from  Lord  Whitworth  to  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  dated  Paris,  the  27th  of  January, 
1803.  This  communication  consisted  of  a  re- 
port of  a  conversation  which  had  taken  place 
on  the  Tuesday  preceding,  betwe^i  Lonl  Whit- 
worth and  M.  Talleyrand;  and  related  to  two 
points,  both,  as  the  latter  observed,  equally  im- 

Crtant  to  the  maintenance  of  good  harmony 
tween  the  two  countries:  the  first  concerned 
the  Ehiglish  newspapers,  against  which  the 
French  minister  pronounced  a  most  bitter  phi- 
lippic, and  assured  Lord  Whitworth  that  the 
first  consul  was  extremely  bati  to  find  that  his 
endeavours  to  conciliate  had  hitherto  produced 
no  other  effect  than  to  increase  the  abuse  with 
which  those  papers  continually  loaded  him ;  aad 
frt  this  he  was  tne  more  highly  incased  as  th^ 
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abuse    came   from  a   coantry    of  wbose   p^ood 
opinion  the  chief  consul  was  so  very  ambitious. 
To  which  his  h>rdship  replied,    that  whateTer 
was  said  in  the  English  papers  okight  be  con- 
sidered but  as  a  retaliation  for  what  was  pub- 
lished in  the  French    papers — secondly,    that 
what  was  officially  published  in  FrancCi  was  by 
1^0  means  so  in  England ;  and  thirdly,  that  al- 
though the  government  possessed  a  controul  oTer 
the  press  in  France,  ihe  English  goT^nm^it 
oeitiier  bad  nor  could  have,   unless  they  pur- 
chased it'  at  the  same  price,  any  whatever  in 
England.   M.  Talleyrand  persisted  in  his  opinion, 
that  bis  msyesty^s  ministers  might  keep  certain 
papers  in  order,  as  Lord*  Whitworth  did  in  as- 
suring him,  that  until  the  first  consul  could  so 
tar  master  his  feelings  as  to  be  as  indifferent 
to  the  scuLTility  of  the   English  prints  as  the 
English  government   was  to  that  which  daily 
appeared  in  the  French,  this  state  of  irritation 
was  irremediable.      On  the  second  point,  the 
evacuation  of   Malta,  the  French  minister  was 
directed  to  inquire  what  were  his  m^jesty^s  in- 
^ntioos    regarding  it?    He    said  that  another 
grand-master  would  now  be  very  soon  elected ; 
that  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  invited  so  to  do, 
with  the  exception  of  Russia,  whose  difficulties 
it  was  easy  to  remove,  and  without  whom  the 
guarantee  would  be  equaUy  complete,  were  ready 
tp  come  forward ;    and  that,   consequently,  the 
time  would   very  soon  arrive  when  Great  Bri- 
tain could  have  no  preterit  for  keeping  longer 
possession.    To  whicl)  Lord  Wliitworth  replied, 
that  be  would  report  this  conversation  to  the 


English  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  BOOK  11. 
and  would  communicate  tbe  answer  to  the  — r-*: — , 
French  minister  as  soon  as  it  was  received.  Chaf-XXIV. 
On  the  subject  of  Malta,  the  British  minisr  ^"^^i^ 
ter  was  directed  to  reply,*  "  That  the  late  treaty  ^^^^ 
of  peace  was  negociated  on  a  basis  not  merely^' 
proposed  by  his  majesty,  but  specially  agreed  to 
in  an  official  note  by  the  French  government, 
viz.  that  his  majesty  should  keep  a  compensa-, 
tion  out  of  his  conquests  for  the  impoirtant  ac- 
quisitions of  territory  made  by  France  upon  the 
continent ;  and  if  the  interference  of  the  French 
government  in  the  general .  affairs  of  Europe 
since  that  period ;  if  their  interposition  with 
respect  to  Switzerland  and  Holland,  whose  in-* 
dependence  was  guaranteed  by  them  at  the  time 
of  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  peace;  if  the 
annexations  which  had  been  made  to  France  ia 
various  quarters,  but  particularly  those  in  Italy^ 
have  extended  the  territory  and  increased  the 
power  of  the  French '  government ;  his  mt^ty 
would  be  warranted,  consistently  wiih  the  spirit 
of  the  treaty  of  peace,  in  claiming  equivalents 
for  these  acquisitions,  as  a  counterpoise  to' (he 
augmentation  of  the  power  of  France.  His  Qia- 
jesty,  however,  anxious  to  prevent  all  grounds 
of  misunderstanding,  and  desirous  of  consolidat-'' 
ihg  the  general  peace  of  Europe  as  far.  as  might 
be  in  his  power,  was  willing  to  have  waved  the 
pretensions  he  might  have  a  right  to  advance  of 
this  nature,  if  the  attention  of  his  majesty'^ 
government  had  not  been  fittracted  by  the  very 
extraordinary  pubU<$ation  of  the  report  of  Colo- 
nel Sebastiani  to  the  first  <^asul..t    Th|s  report 


*  See  Lord  Hawkesbury's  Dispalch  to  Lord  Whitworth,  dated  February  9,  1803. 

t  COLONBL  SBBASTIANrs  REPORT. 

The  report  of  Colonel  Sebastiani,  submitted  to  the  chief  consul,  and  inserted  in  the  Moniteur  of  the  30th  of 
January,  1303,  consists  of  obserrations  made  in  discharge  of  a  missioD,  undertaken  by  order  of  the  French  government^ 
to  the  principal  cities  of  Egypt  and  Syria.  The  remarks  of  Colonel  Sebastiani  are  more  miMtary  than  commercial,  and 
his  report  abounds  witb  comptiments  paid  in  every  stage  of  bis  journey  to  the  first  consul.  **  The  Egyptian  astrologers," 
says  this  republican  courtier,  **  make  predictions  every  day,  on  what  concerns  the  first  consul."  ^*  In  Egjrpt,  chieft, 
merchants,  people,  all  like  to  talk  of  the  first  consul — all  offer  up  prayers  for  his  happiness.  Ah  the  news  whioh 
concerns  him  spreads  from  Alexandria  or  Damietta  to  the  Pyramids  and  the  Grand  Cataracts  with  astonishing  rapidity." 
Even  D'jezsar,  the  Pacha  of  Acre,  was  found  to  have  cenceiyed  a  high  esteem  for  the  French,  and  in  spealung  of  Bo- 
naparte, is  represented  by  Colonel  Sebastiani  to  have  said,  '*  In  stature  Bonaparte  is  small,  but  he  is  nevertheless  die' 
greatest  of  mankind.  I  know  that  he  is  deeply  regretted  at  Cairo,  where  they  wish  to  see  him  again !"  On  the  10th 
of  October,  1802,  Colonel  Sebastiani  arrived  at  Alexandria,  and  on  the  same  day  he  waited  upon  General  Stuart,  com- 
mandant of  the  English  forces  by  sea  and  land :  *'  I  conununicsted  to  him,"  says  the  report,  *'  the  order  of  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs,  which  enjoined  me  to  proceed  to  Alexandria,  and  if  the  Engtish  stiU  occupied  that  place,  to  demand 
a  speedy  evacuation,  and  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens.  General  Stuart  then  told  me,  thai  the  evaenation  of  the 
place  would  shortly  be  effected ;  but  seeing  that  I  insisted,  and  that  \  denred  an  answer  less  vague,  he  declared  to  me 
that  he  had  no  orders  from  bis  court  to  quit  Alexandria,  and  that  he  eren  believed  ha  should  pass  the  winter  there.  Ge- 
neral Stuart,"  continues  the  colonel,  "  is  a  man  o£ mediocre  talents:  he  has  for  hia  aide-ide-eanp  a  French  emig^nt, 
called  the  Chevalier  de  Sades,  a  man  of  talents,  and  an  enemy  to  France,  who  has  much  iniuenoe  over  the  general. '*• 
*«  The  Bullish  army  in  Egypt,"  says  Cokmel  Sebastiani,  towards  the  dose  of  hia  report,  oonsistB  of  4,490  men. 
They  wholly  and  exclusively  occupy  Alexandria  and  the  neighbouring  forts,  and  the  Turks  who  formed  the  gar- 
rison of  some  of  iheee  forts  have  been  removed.  The  P^a  of  Cajuro  f^irnisb^  |o.  the  Ei^ghsh  army  eom,  rice, 
wood,  and  provltioiis,  witho\it  any  payment.    The  consumptiQii  is  treUe  whKt  it  should  be :  they  eommit  great  waste. 
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BOOK  XL  contained  the  mosi  unjustifiable  iosiiuiations  anc^ 
•^-  -'-  ebetrgeis  kgaini&t  tibe  officer  who  cominaniled  h'is 
CIUP.XXIV.  majesty's  forces  '  in  Eg^ypt,  and  aj^ainst  tbe 
^  British' aimy  in  ;that  quarter.  His  majesty  ^ould 
n6ttl^refbrd  regard  the  cbnduct  of  the  French 
^o^^i^nnient,  oti  various  occasions,  since  the  con- 
dti^ioiit  df  ibe  defiiiitiT^  treaty,  the  insinuations 
ijiiid  dh&r^es  conitaihed  in  the  report  of  Qolon^t 
S^ba^iiiniy  and  dife  vleWs  wJbich  that  report 
df^ddsedy without 'fi^eling  it  necessary  for  him 
di^titii^y  to  dieclare;  ttiat  it  would  be  impossible 

g^'UUti  to  enteir  into  any  further  discussion  rela- 
te to  Haltdy  unless  he  received  satisfactory  ex- 
p]^hati6n  Vn  thfe  subject  of  this  communication/* 
^*''  'To  these  representations  M,.  Talleyrand 
repliedy  thut  the  jealousy  felt  by  lE^ngiland  on 
AlCi  ticory^bf  EeyptV  with  a  view  tp  her  pos- 
8ij[blti(infir'ip'' India;  was  natural;  but  ne  could 
libt  'adniiit'  that  any  thing  had  appeared  in  the 
COA'ddct'of  the  Frehcli  government  in  Justifica- 
fioA  bf  the  alarm  ex|)fessed'bv  liord  t]i^hitwortli^. 
Afte^  Tep^ting  what  he  had  said  in  a  former 
e6hver8^tio)i  on -the  subject  bf  Sebastiani'9  mis- 
rfotty'ti^hlill*  h6 'asserted  to  be  strictly  comm'er- 
dat,  be  ^ipafi&ted  4t  great  length  oh  the  sin- 
ci^e  de^^re'  of  thib  first  coilsul  to  maintain  in- 
Violdbl^  tbl^  peace  wliich  had  been  so  lateW  coi^- 
cliiddd ;  adding,  that  were  hot  this  desire  ofpeace 
itk  the  fi^st  consul  an  affile  of  svstein,  it  would] 
bel  idoiperibusly  dictated  to  him  by  the  state  of' 
hid  fl'Aaiides ;  and  concluded  by  desiring  to  knpw^ 
^hht'ifras  the  nature  and  degree  of  satisfaction. 
Which,  hi^  majesty  would  require }  On  tbis 
I^td  ^hitworth  replied,  that  be  could  not  pre- 
tend to*da]^  by 'what  means  those  apprehensions, 
which  the  conduct  of  the  French  government 
had  raised  in  England,  were  to' be  allayed;  but 
he  could  assure  him,  that,  in  the  discussion  of 
them,  the  British  government  would'  be  ani- 
mated solely  by  a  rineere  desire  to  be  conviaced 
of  the  truth  of  his  assertions,  since  on  that  de- 
jiended  the  peace  and  happiness  of  Europe. 

The  negociationshad  now  assumed  ainost  por- 
t^tuous  aspect,  when'  the  chief  consul,  departing 
fr^tt  the  usual  cburse  of  dijplomatic  communi- 


cation, requested  ^  co/^ferenc^  vrtth  the  British 
minister^  the  p^trticulars  of  ^hic)^#  as  departed 
b.y  the  lat^er^  elain^y  from  tlieir  iiOLpprtaace  v^ 
siT)guIarity,  io  Bj^.  gi^vep  ientire  in  t)i^  aouals.  oC 
ibe  time;^ :  . 

Dispatch  faom  Loan  WRrrTO^^n  to  Lomo  Ha 
'   gunir,  bJLtbo  Irakis,  fxB.  £!•(»  1805. 


*'  My  dispatch,  in  which  I  gaveyour  lordship  an     _ 
cff  my  conference  With  Bf .  de  l^alleyraod,  was  scaits^y 
gbne,  whetf  I,  receiTed  a  note  from  him,  infonninf  sie  that 
the  first  coniiiuJ  wished  to  oooferae  with  me,  and  ilesiBed  tbat 
I^  would  come  to  him  at  the  Thiulleriee,  at  nine  o'clock.  Se 
received  me  in  his  cabinet  with  tolerable  oordialitj,  and  after 
taHdnr  on  different  subjects  for  a  few  minutes,  he  desired 
me  to  Mt  down,  as  helumself  did  on  the  other  side  of  the  table. 
He  begun  the  oonvenAtion  With  saying,  that  he  fdt  it  necea- 
sary,  after  what  had  passed  Jietweep  ve.and  M » TaSlefyraad^ 
that  he  diould^  in.Uie  ifost.c^ear  and  authentic nyaaner^ 
make  known  bis  sentiments  to  me,  in  order  to  their  heia^ 
communicated  to  his  majesty ;'  and  be  conceived  this  wwM 
be  more?  effectually  dohe  by  'him'Mf  than  tbrobf^  aa^ 
medium  whatever.    He  sud,  that  it  wasa  matter  of  iafioife 
disappointment  to  him,  that  the  treaty  of  Amieos,  iMtead 
of  being  fo1i,owed  by  eqncili^tion  and  friendship,  the  natunl 
effects  of  peace,  had  been  productive  only  of  continoa)  and 
inct^ifsing  jealousy  kn^  distrust ;  and  that  this  mistrust  was 
now  avowed  in  such  a  mluiiier  as  must  briag^  the  point  to  aa 
isitae. 

.    *'  He  now  enumerated  the  several  piorocatkina  which  be 
pretended  to  have  received  fi7>m  £q|rU|i4^    He  placed  la 
the  first  line  our  not  evacuating  f^ItUt^  and  Alexanddsy  as  ve 
were  bound  to  do  by  treaty.  '  In  'tnis  be  said  that  no  consi- 
deration bn  earth  should  make  l&im'acouieace ;  and  of  the 
two  he  had  rather  see  us  in  poisseation  of  the  Fanzboag  Si. 
Autdme   than   Afaha.     He  then  adverted  fa  the  abase 
thrown  out  against  him  in  the  EnfflisLpubUc  priota ;  bcl 
this  he  said  he  did  not  so  much  regard  as  p^  which  appear- 
ed in  the  French  papers  published  in  Mudon.    This  be 
considered  -as  much  more  mischievous,  sincae  it  was  roeaiit  to 
excite  the  people  of  France  against  htm  and htsgoreni- 
ment    He  complained  of  the  protection  ffiven  to  (Mgvs; 
and  others  of  his  description,  wno,^  instead  of  being  sent  to 
Canada,  as  had  been  repeatedly  promised,  werepereutted 
to  remain  in  England  handsomely  pensioned,  and  weie  con- 
stantly committing  all  sorts  of  crimes  on  the  cp^sts  of 
V^kxHs^'  9k  yreik  as  the  interior.    In  confirmation  of  this,  be 
told  me  that  two  men  had,  within  these  few  days,  been  ap- 
prehended in  Nprmandv,  and  were  now  on  their  way  to 
Paris,  who  were  hi;^  assassins,  and  employed  by   the 
Bishop  of  Arras,  by  the  Baron  de'Rolle,  by  Geoij^,  and  by 
Diitbeil,  as  would  be  fuUV  jproved  in  a  court  of  juatioe)  and 
made  known  to  all  the  W9ria/ 


^  A  great  misundentanding  reigns  between  General  Stuart  and  die  Pacha.    The  Turkish  army  amounts  to  about  16,000 
*ix^.    The    Fachi  of  Alezandria  is,  as  one'  may'say,  a  prisoner  with  the  English.    The  Turkish  Soldiers  are  without 
diadphne,  and  ^ir  officers  aie  deetitiite  of  the  first  principles  of  the  military  art.    Six  thousand  French  would  at  present 
he  enough  to  conquer  Egypt."    "D'jezzar's  ahny  at  present  consists  of  from  13,000  to  14,000  men,  of  which  9,000  aie 
employed  ia  the  siege  ofJaffk.    The  weakest  part  of  the  foil  of  Acre  is  towards  the  sea,  and  particulsjrty  the  point  which 
defends  the  entrance  to  the  pert.    The  English  wished  to  interfere  as  mediators  between  the  Emir  and  B'jezzar,  but  the 
latter  reftised  theor' mediation.*'     On  announcing   to  the  Captain  Bey,  commander  of  the   forces   of  the  Ottoman 
Porte  at  Alexandria,  that  the  agents  of  Pranch  Ddmmerce  would  assemble  in  Egypjt :    ^'  This  communication,"  says 
Colonel  Sebastiatti,  '^  gave  tiiein  the  greatest  pleasure,  and  they  did  not  conceal  that  they  saw  with  grief  the  8tay.of  tbe 
English  in  their  country.-  D'jeaszartoo  said,  Oiat  lie  should  himself  be  the  French  commissary  at  Acre«  and  siMoid  take  . 


V  vV  •  I 


case  that  their  countrymen  were  well  received ;  he  desired  that  the  commissary  sent  by  the  first  consul  should^reside  it 
Seide,  as  that  was  the  most  oommerciiil  ^art  of  his  dominions.''  Such  are  the  materials  that  form  the  memorable  report 
of  Cc^onel  Sebettinni-  mcmogable  feus  one  of  the  ostensible  causes  of  that  war  by  which  Europe  was  soon  again  to  W 
defgltted. 
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*'  He  acknowledgred  that  the  irritation  Be  felt  against 
England  increased  daify»  because  every  wind  (1  make  use  as 
much  as  I  can  of  his  own  ideas  and  expressions)  brought 
nothing  but  enmity  and  hatred  against  him. 

**  He  now  referred  back  to  figypt,  and  told  me,  that  if 
lie  had  felt  the  smallest  inclination  to  take  possession  of  it 
by  force,  he  might  hare  done  it  a  month  ago,  bv  sending 
twenty -five  thousand  men  to  Aboukir,  who  would  nave  pos- 
sessed themsetves  of  the  whole  country,  in  defiance  of  the 
font*  thousand  British  in  Alexandria.  That  instead  oC  that 
flEarrison  being  a  meaos  of  protecting  Egyp^  ^^  ^^*^  ^^^S 
furnishiog  him  with  a  pretext  for  mvading  it.  TAu  he 
should  not  do^  whatever  might  be  his  desire  to  have  it  as  a 
colony ^  because  he  did  not  thinh  it  worth  the  rish  of  a  war^ 
in  which  he  mighty  perhaps^  be  considered  as  the  aggressor ^ 
emd  bg  which  he  should  lose  mare  than  he  should  gain,  since, 
sooner  or  later,  Egypt  would  belong  to  France,  either  by  the 
falling  in  pieces  of  the  Turkish  empire ,  or  by  some  arrange^ 
ment  with  the  Porte. 

'*  As  a  proof  of  his  desire  to  maintain  peace,  he  wished 
to  know  what  he  had  to  gain  by  going  to  war  with  England. 
A  descent  was  the  only  means  of  offence  he  had,  aod  that 
he  was  determined  to  attempt,  by  putting  himself  at  the 
head  of  the  expedition.  But  how  could  it  be  supposed,  that 
after  having  gained  the  height  on  which  he  stood,  he  would 
risk  his  life  and  reputation  in  such  a  hazardous  attempt, 
unless  forced  to  it  by  necesssity,  when  the  chances  were 
that  he  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  expedition  wonld  go  to 
the  bottom  of  the  sea.  The  first  consul  talked  much  on  this 
subject,  but  never  affected  to  diminish  the  danger.  He 
acknowledged  that  there  were  one  hundred  chances  to  one 
against  him  ;  but  still  he  was  determined  to  attempt  it,  if 
war  should  be  the  consequence  of  the  present  discussion ; 
and  that  such  was  the  disposition  of  the  troops,  that  army 
after  army  would  be  found  ibr  the  expedition. 

'*  He  then  expatiated  much  on  the  natural  force  of  the 
two  countries.  France,  with  an  army  of  four  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  men  (for  to  this  amount  be  said  it  was  to 
be  immediately  completed)  all  ready  for  the  most  desperate 
enterprises ;  and  England,  with  a  fleet,  which  made  her 
mistress  of  the  seas,  and  which  he  did  not  think  be  should 
be  able  to  equal  in  less  than  ten  yeara  Two  such  coun- 
tries, by  a  proper  understandhig,  might  govern  the  world, 
but  by  their  strife  might  overturn  it.  He  said,  if  it  had  not 
been  ror  the  enmity  of  the  British  government,  on  every  oc- 
casion since  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  there  would  have  been  no- 
thing that  he  would  not  have  done  to  prove  his  desire  to  cour 
eiliate ;  participation  in  indemnities  as  well  as  influence  on 
the  continent;  treaties  of  commerce ;  in  short  any  thing  that 
could  have  given  satisfiiction,  and  have  testified  his  mend- 
ship.  Nothing,  however,  had  been  able  to  conquer  the 
hatred  of  the  British  government,  and  therefore  it  was  now 
come  to  the  point  whether  we  should  have  peace  or  war. 
To  preserve  peace  the  treaty  of  Amiens  must  be  fulfilled  ; 
the  abuse  in  the  public  prints,  if  not  totally  suppressed,  at 
least  kept  withm  bounds,  and  confined  to  the  English 
papers ;  and  the  protection  so  openly  given  to  his  bitterest 
enemies,  alluding  to  Georges,  and  persons  of  that  descrip- 
tion, must  be  witbHdrawn.  If  war  was  chosen,  it  was  only 
necessary  to  say  so,  and  to  refuse  to  fnlfil  the  treaty.  Ht 
now  made  the  tour  of  Europe  to  prove  to  me,  that,  in  its 
present  state,  there  was  no  power  with  which  we  cauld 
coalesce  for  the  purpose  of  making  war  ag^nst  France ; 
consequently  it  was  our  interest  to  gain  time,  and  if  we  had 
any  point  to  gain,  renew  the  war  wlien  circumstances  were 
more  favourable.  He  said  it  was  not-doing  him  justice  to 
suppose,  that  he  conceived  himself  above  the  opinion  of  his 
country  or  of  Europe.  He  would  not  risk  uniting  Europe 
against  him  by  any  violent  act  of  aggression  ;  neither  was 
be  so  powerfiu  in  France,  as  to  persuade  the  nation  to  go  to 


war,  unless  on  gpood  grounds.  He  said,  that  he  had  not  BOOK  IL 
chastised  the  Algerines,  from  his  unwillingness  to  excite  the  _«_ 
jealousy  of  other  powers,  but  he  hoped  that  England,  Chap.XXIV. 
Russia,  and  France,  would  one  day  feel  that  it  was  their  ^^^^^^-^^^ 
interest  to  destroy  such  a  nest  of  thieves,  and  force  them  to  |803 
live  rather  by  cultivating  their  land  than  by  plunder. 

'*  In  the  little  that  I  said  to  him,  for  he  gave  me  in  the 
course  of  two  hours  but  very  few  opportunities  of  saying  a 
word,  I  confined  myself  strictly  to  tne  tenor  of  your  lord- 
ship's instructioos.  I  urged  tliem  in  the  same  manner  as  T 
had  done  to  M.  de  Talleyrand,  and  dwelt  as  strongly  as  I 
could  on  the  seosation  which  the  publication  of  Seoastiani's 
report  had  created  in  England,  where  the  views  of  France 
towards  Egypt,  must  always  command  the  utmost  vigi- 
lance and  jealousy.  The  first  consul,  in  reply,  urged,  that 
what  ought  to  convince  us  of  his  desire  of  peace,  was,  on 
the  one  hand,  the  little  he  had  to  gain  by  renewing  the  war, 
and  on  the  other,  the  facility  with  which  he  might  have 
taken  possession  of  E^ypt  with  the  very  ships  and  troops 
which  were  now  going  from ^ the  Mediterranean  to' at, 
Domingo ;  and  that  with  the  approbation  of  all  Europe,  and 
more  particularly  of  the  Turks,  who  had  repeatedly  mvited 
him  to  join  witn  them,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  us  to 
evacuate  their  territory.  \ 

'*  I  do  not  pretend  to  follow  the  ariiy[iiments  of  the  first 
consul  in  detail;  this  would  be  impossible  from  the  vast 
variety  of  matter  which  he  took  occasion  to  introduce. 
His  purpose  was  evidently  to  convince  me,  that  on  Midta 
must  depend  peace  or  war,  and  at  the  same  time  to  impress 
upon  my  mind  a  strong  idea  of  the  means  he  possessed  of 
annoying  us  at  home  and  abroad. 

*'  With  regard  to  the  mistrust  and  jealousy  which  he 
said  constantly  previuled,  since  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty 
of  Amiens,  I  observed,  that  after  a  war  of  such  long  dura- 
tion, so  fuH  of  rancour,  and  carried  on  in  a  manner  of  whicJi 
history  has  no  example,  it  was  but  natural  that  a  considera- 
ble degree  of  agitation  should  prevail ;  but  this,  Uke  the  swell 
after  a  storm,  would  gradually,  subside,  if  not  kept  up  by 
the  policy  of  either  party ;  that  I  would  not  pretend  to  pro- 
nounce which  had  been  the  aggressor  in  the  paper  war  of 
which  he  complained,  and  which  was  still  kept  up,  though 
with  this  difierence,  that  in  England  it  was  independent  of 

fovemment,  and  in  France  its  very  act  and  deed.  To  this 
added,  that  it  must  be  admitted,  that  we  had  such  motives 
of  mistrust  against  France  as  could  not  be  alleged  against 
us,  and  I  was  going  to  instance  the  accession  of  territory 
and  influence  gained  by  France  since  the  treaty,  when 
he  interrupted  me  by  saying,  "  I  suppose  you  mean  Pied* 
mont  and  Switzerland  ;  "  ce  sont  des  bagatelles  :"*  and  it 
must  have  been  foreseen  while  the  negociation  was  pend* 
ing;  **  Votts  n^aivexpas  le  droit  d*en  paner  d  cette  Aettre.*'f 
I  then  alleged  as  a  cause  of  mistrust  and  jealousy,  the 
impossibility  of  obtaining  justice,  or  any  kind  of  redress,  for 
any  of  his  majesty's  subjects.  He  asked  me  in  wha^ 
respect,  and  I  told  him,  that  since  the  sijgning  of  the  treaty, 
not  one  British  claimant  had  been  satisfied,  tdthough  every 
Frenchman  of  that  description  had  beeir  so,  within  one 
month  afier  diat  period ;  and  that  since  I  had  been  here, 
and  I  could  say  as  much  of  my  predecessors,  not  one  satis* 
factory  answer  had  been  obtained  to  the  innumerable  repre- 
sentations which  we  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  making 
in  favour  of  British  subjects  and  property  detained  in  the 
several  ports  of  France  and  elsewhere,  without  even  a 
shadow  of  justice ;  such  an  order  of  things  I  said  was  not 
calculated  to  inspire  confidence,  but  on  we  contrary  must 
create  mistrust^  This  he  said  must  be  attributed  to  the 
natural  difiicuhies  attending  such  suits,  when  both  parties 
tliought  themselves  ri^ht ;  but  he  denied  that  such  delays 
could  proceed  from  disinclination  to  do  what  was  just  and 
right. 
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•  •«  Mere  trifles." 
t  **YovL  have  no  busineii  to  nesk  of  it  now*" 
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BOOK  II.  '*  -With  re^rd  to  the  peiuionB  which  were  granted  to 

.____  French  or  Swiss  individuals,  1  ohsenred,  that  mey  wers 
Chat  XXIV.  8^^®^  ^^  ^  reward  for  past  services,  durinfr  the  war,  and 
'  most  certainly  not  for  tne  present  ones,  and  still  less  for 
such  as  he  had  insinuated,  of  a  nature  repugfnant  to  the  feeU 

Xof  every  individual  in  England,  and  to  the  universally 
owledged  loyahy  and  honour  of  the  British  govern- 
ment. That  as  for  any  participation  of  indemnities,  or 
other  accessions  which  his  miyesty  might  have  obtained,  I 
could  take  u^pn  myself  to  assure  him,  that  his  majesty's 
ambition  led  him  rather  to  preserve  than  acquire.  And  tMt 
with  regard  to  the  most  propttions  moment  of  renewing 
hostilities,  his  majesty,  whose  sincere  desire  it  was  to  con- 
tinue the  blessings  oi  peace  to  his  subjects,  would  always 
consider  such  a  measure  as  the  greatest  calamity ;  but,  that 
if  his  majesty  was  so  desirous  of  peace,  it  must  not  be 
imputed  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  allies ;  and  the  less  so, 
as  those  means  which  it  might  be  necessary  to  afford  such 
aUies,  for  uBihaps  inadequate  services,  would  all  be  concen- 
trated in  bngluid,  and  give  a  proportionate  increase  of 
energy  to  our  own  exertions. 

*^  At  this  part  of  the  conversation  he  rose  from  his  diair, 
and  UM  me  that  he  should  give  orders  to  General  Andr^ossi 
to  enter  on  the  discussion  of  this  business  with  your  lord- 
ship ;  but  he  wished  that  I  should  at  the  same  time  be 
acouainted  with  his  motives,  and  convinced  of  his  sincerity^ 
xatner  from  himself  than  Arom  his  ministers.  He  then, 
after  a  conversation  of  two  hours,  during  the  greatest  part 
of  wluch  he  talked  *  incessantly,  conversed  for  a  few 
moments  on  indifferent  subjects  in  apparent  good  humour, 
and  retired. 

"  Such  was,  as  nearly  as  I  can  receOect,  the  purport  of 
this  conference. 

**  It  must  however  be  observed,  that  he  did  net,  as  M. 
Talleyrand  had  done,  affect  to  attribute  Colonel  Sebastiani's 
mission  to  commercial  motives  only,  but  as  one  rendered 
necesssry,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  by  the  infi-action  by 
us  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 

*^  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

'*  WHITWORTH." 

The  British  minister,  in  his  iostnictions  to 
Lord  WUlt  worth  opi  the  subject  of  this  conference, 
recapitulated  all  the  reasons  which  precluded  the 
evacuation  of  Maka,  in  pursuance  of  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  peace  of  Amiens. — ^  With  regard  to 
that  article  of  the  treaty  which  relates  to  Malta,** 
says  Lord  Hawkesbury,  **  the  stipulations  con- 
tained in  it  (owing  to  circumstances  which  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  his  majesty  to  centroul)  have 
Hot  been  found  capable  of  execution.  The  refu- 
sal of  Russia  to  accede  to  the  arrangement,  ex- 
cept on  the  condition  that  the  Maltese  langue 
riioutd  be  abolished ; — the  silence  of  Ae  court  of 
Berlin,  with  respect  to  the  invitation  that  has 
been  made  to  it  in  consequence  of  that  treaty,  to 
become  a  guaranteeing  power  ; — the  abolition  of 
the  SpaniiSi  priories,  in  defiance  of  the  treaty,  to 
which  the  King  of  Spain  is  a  party  ;  the  decla- 
ration of  the  Portuguese  government  of  their 
intention  to  sequestrate  the  propertv  of  the  Por- 
tuguese priory,  as  forming  a  part  of  the  Spanish 
knigue^  unless  the  property  of  the  Spanish 
priories  is  restored  to  them  $  the  non-election  of 
a  grand  master  :  these  circumstances,  without  any 
ether  special  cause,  would  have  been  sufficient  to 


have  warranted  his  majesty  in  suspending  the 
evacuation  of  the  island,  until  some  new  arrange- 
ment could  be  a4iu8ted  for  its  security  and  inde- 
peqdence  :  But  when  it  is  considered  bow  greatly 
the  dominion,  power,  and  influence  of  Fraoccr 
bave  of  late  been  extended,  his  majesty  mast 
feel  that  he  has  an  incontestible  right,  conforma- 
bly to  the  principles  on  which  the  treaty  of  peace 
was  negociated  and  concluded,  to  demand  addi- 
tional securities,  in  any  new  arrangement  vvbicb 
it  might  be  necessary  to  make,  with  a  vievr  of 
effecting  the  real  objects  of  that  treaty.  And 
these  considerations^  sufficient  as  they  might  be 
in  themselves,  have  received  additional  force 
from  the  views  which  France  has  recently,  and 
unreservedly  manifested." 

Lord  Whitworth,  in  pursuance  of  these 
instructions,  made  a  communication  to  M.  Tal- 
levrand  on  the  subject,  on  the  4th  .of  ManA,  on 
which  occadon  he  recapitulated  the  arguments 
contained  in  his  instructions,  dwelling  particu- 
larly on  the  open  avowal  of  the  first  consul's  views 
in  Egypt ;  and  concluding  with  the  rescrfntion 
of  his  mf!\]esty  not  to  withdraw  his  troops  from 
Malta,  until  some  security  should  be  given,  that, 
by  so  doing,  his  majesty  should  not  expose  the 
safety  of  his  dominions.  This  communication 
was  received  with  much  patience  by  the  French 
minister,  who  endeavoured  to  convince  Lord 
Whitwortli  that  there  was  no  foundation  what- 
ever for  the  apprehensions  entertained  by  the 
British  government,  and  inquired  very  pointedly, 
what  security  would  be  required  which  the  first 
consul  could  give  ?  To  which  Lord  Whitworth 
replied,  that  must  be  the  sulyect  of  the  neg|^- 
ciaiion. 

At  this  period  of  the  correspondeuee  s  dr^ 
cumstance  arose  which  gave  a  Yery  hostile 
turn  to  the  negociations,  and  indicated  their  unla- 
vourable  result.  On  the  8th  of  March,  a  message 
firom  his  Britannic  Majesty,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  copy,  was  sent  to  the  house  of  commonsy 
and  smother  of  similai*  import  to  the  lords : — 

O.  R. 

**"  His  majesty  thinks  it  neoesssn^  to  scqmint  the  boose 
of  oommons,  tnat  as  very  coDsiderabb  miliUfy  prepanuioiis 
are  carrying  on  ih  the  ports  of  France  and  HouMKiy  he  has 
judged  it  expedient  to  adopt  additional  meaaoEes  of  sreoaa- 
tion  for  the  security  of  nis  dominions.    Though  the  pra^ 
parations  to  which  his  maiesty  refers  are  avowedly  diiect* 
ted.  to  colonial  service,  yet  as  discussions  of  great  import-* 
ance  ara  now  snbsisiing  Mtween  bis  majesty  and  the  Vtemh 
government,  the  result  of  which  must  be  uncertain  at  pre* 
sent ;  his  majesty  is  indaced  to  make  this  oommonicatioQ 
to  his  faithful  commons,  in  the  full  persuasion,  that  wUlst 
thev  partake  of  his  majesty  *s  earnest  and  unaYailioj^  solici- 
tude for  the  continuance  of  peace,  he  may  rely  wuh  per- 
fect conAdenee  on  their  public  spirit  and  liberality*  to  enable 
his  majesty  to  adopt  swh  measures  as  circumataBoes  may 
seem  to  re<)uire  for  supporting  the  honour  oi  the  crown^  and 
the  essential  interests  of  his  people." 
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This  message  yras  imtnediately  transmitted 
to  Lord  Whitworth,  wbo  Was  instriicted  to  as*- 
sure  the  Freooh  goverdment  of  his  majesty's 
"vrish  for  the  preservatioii  of  peace :  M.  Talley- 
rand assured  bis  lordship  that  there  Itas  iko 
fo«l»datioii  wbiLtever  for  tlie  alarm  which  wss 
felt  by  the  British  g^vemment ;  that  the  first 
consul  was  pacific;  tbaA  he  had  no  thoughts 
'whateTer  of  attacking  his  majesty's  dominionsiy 
unless  forced  to  do  so  by  a  conineneenieai  of 
hostilities  on  bis  part ;  but  that  he  shotiid  a4miyS 
consider  the  rtfusal  to  evacuate  Malta  as  such  a 
eommeneement^  liOstiiiti€s;  and  that^  as  we  Had 
hitherto  hesitated  to  do  so,  be  was  justified  in 
adopting  the  measures  which  might  cTentually 
be  necessary. 

M.  Talleyrand,  after  an  iuterview  with  the 
first  consul,  in  which  he  acquainted  him  with 
the  message  of  his  Britannic  Majesty;  had  a  fur- 
ther conference  with  Lord  Whitworlli,  in  which 
be  stated  to  his  lordship,  that  lliough  the  first 
ronsni  had  been  highly  irritated  at  the  unjust 
smpiciions  which  his  majesty's  government  en- 
tertained,  yet  he  wOuld  not  allow  himself  to  be 
flMH  fav  mastered  by  his  feeling^  as  id  lose  sight 
of  the  calamities  whieb  the  present  discussion 
might  entail  upon  humanity.      M.   Talleyrand 
eoneluded  by  presenting  his  lordship  with  a  me* 
morandttm,    which  he  bad  that  morning  drawn 
up   wcd»  the  first    consul,    giving  bis   lordship 
permissiott    to    transmit   it  to  England  if  he 
tfaorugfat   proper.     This  Note  Verbeue  stated  in 
substance,  that  if  his   Britannic  Majesty  in  his 
message  meant  to    speak   ot  the  expedition  of 
Helvoetsfaiys,    all  the   world  knew  that  it  was 
destined  for  America ;  but  that  in  consequence 
of  his  majesty's   uesaaigie  it  must  be  counter- 
maaded ;  that  if  the  armaments  in  England  ac- 
tnaHy  took  piaoev  it  would  be  natural  for  the 
first  consul  to  march   twenty  thousand  troops 
into  Holland  ;  to  form  au'  encampment  on  lbs 
fronfievs    of   Hanover;    to    embark   additional 
troops  fee  Axneilca ;  to  form  several  camps  at 
Calais ;  to*  continue  a  French  atmy  in  S'witser* 
land ;  to  send  a  French  force  into  Italy  ;  and  as 
England  was'arnung,  and  arming  .with' so  noruch 
publicity,  to  put  the  armies  of  Prance  on  the  war 
establishment-^a  step  so  important,  as  could  not 
foil  to  agitate  all  Europe. 

The  result  of  all  these  movements,  con-» 
Ihiuedthe  tht^  Fepbale^  will  be  to  irritate  the  two 
countries  still  more,  France  wilt  ha«ve  been  com-* 
polled  to  take  ail  these  precautions  in-  eonse« 
quence  of  the  English  armaments,  and  neverthe* 
less  every  nieans  will  be  taken  to  excite  the 
English  nation  by  the  assertion  that  France 
meditates  an  invasion.  The  whole  British  po- 
pulation will  be  obliged  to  put. themselves  under 
arms  for  their  defence,  and  their  export  trade 
\vill|   even  before   the    war^  be  in  a  state  of 


stagnation    throoffbout  the  vThoIe  cfxteiit  of  the  BOOK  IL 
countries  occupiea  by  the  French  ahnc^.      The  — 
experience  of  nations,  and  .the  course  of  events,  ^•'^'•XXiv. 
prove,  that   the   distance  between  such  a  state  '^^^Tqa?*^ 
of   things  and  aetual  hostility  is  unfortunately 
not  remote.    As  to  the  difference,  of  which  men* 
tion  is  made  in  his  Britannic  Majesty^s  message, 
we  kiiow  not  of  any  that  we  liave  with   Eng- 
land :  for  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  a  serious 
intention  can  have  existed  in  England  of  evad-« 
fii^  the  execution'of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  under 
the  p^ot^c^n  of  ai  military  armament.    Europe! 
i$e\l  knows  that  it  is  possible  to  attempt  the  dis- 
memberment of  Prance,  but  not  to  intimidate  her« 
Two  days  after  this  conference  with  Talley- 
rand,  the   Brifish   minister  had  that  interview 
with  the  first  consul^  wbK;h  has  been  so  differently 
represented,  and  with  such  improbable  exaggera- 
tions ;   the  following  relation  of  it  is  front  Lord 
Whitworth  himself  :— 

PlSFATCH  FROM  LOBB  WHITVORTH  TO  LOKD  HAVXiSiBUaYt 

DATED  Paris,  March  I4lh,  180S. 

*'  The  messenger,  Mason,  went  on  Satarday  with  my^ 
dispatches  of  that  oate,  and  until  yesterday  (Sunday)  I  saw 
BO  one  fikely  to  give  iMe  furfhel"  information  snch  as  I  cou1i( 
depend  ob,  as  to  the  efi^t  which  his  rai^esty's  message  had* 
produced  on  the  first  consul.  At  the  ooiirt  which  was  held' 
at  the  Thttilleries  on  that  day,  he  accosted  me,  evidaitijr 
under  very  considerable  a^fitation.  He  began  by  asking  mo 
if  I  had  anv  news  from  England.  {  told  him  that  i  had 
received  a  tetter  from  Engluid  two  day^s  ago.  He  immedi* 
ateljy-  said,  '*  and  so  you  are  deterraiaed  fo  go  to  war.*^ 
'*  m;*'  I  replied,  *'  we  aipe  too  sensible  of  the  adTaatages  of 
peace."  *' We  hare,"  said  he,  *'  already  waged  war  thescr 
fifteen  years."  As  he  seemed  to  wait  for  an  answer,  £ 
observed  only,  <<That  isaji^dytod  lobg."'  *<  But,"  said! 
he,  **  you  wish  to  dUry  it  oti  for  fifteeb  yean  more,  and  yoa 
foroe  me  to  do  it."  I  toM  fahn  tho^  was-vvry  fiurfiom  his  vdHl*- 
jesty's  intentioB .  He  then  proceeded  to  Uount  Markoff  and 
the  Chevalier  Azara,  who  Were  standing  together  at  a  Ittde 
distance  from  me,  and  said  to  them,  **  Ttie  English  wish  for 
#ar ;  bnt  if  they  be  the  first  to  dhiTi^  thb  s#ord,  I  shall'  bef 
the  last  to  sheatn  it.  They  have  no  regard  for  treaties.  We^ 
ddust henceforth  cover  th^  witK  shame."  BEe  thto  went 
his  round.  In  a  few  minutes  he  came  back  atid  reaumeA 
the  conversation,  if  such  it  can  be  called,  bv  something  per- 
rfobally  citil  to  me.  He'  began  again,  ''For  what  reason 
81^  those  armamtnis  ?  Againsf  whom  are  Aese'meastires  ot 
precaution  ?  I  havenot  a  single  ship  oP  the  line  in  the  yoM 
ofFnuioe;  but  if  vou  will^arm  I  shaii  ana' likewise:  If  yoo 
will  go  to  war  I  snail  go  to  war  also.  You  may  perhapa  be 
able  to  destroy  France,  but  never  to  intimidate  her.'*  *'  We 
do  not  desire,"  said  I,  "  either  the  one  or  the  other  t  we  wish 
to  live  in  good  understkLtlding  with  her.'*  '*l[t  is  requisite 
then  to  pay  regard  to  treaties,'*  replied  he,  **  woe  til*tlKMMl 
who  jMty  no  regard  to  treaties :  they  will  be  respoosible  ibr 
it  to  all  Curope."  He  was  too  much  agitated  to  make  it  ad* 
visable  for  me  to  prolong  the  conversation.  I  therefore  made 
no  answer;  and  he  returned  to  his  apartment  repeating  the 
last  phrase,  ft  is  to  be  remarked,  that  all  this  paased  loud 
enough  to  be  overheard  by  two  huodrrd  people  that  were 
present;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  tliere  was  not  a  single  per*' 
son  who  did  not  feel  the  extreme  impropriety  of  his  conduct^ 
and  the  total  waut  of  digtiity  as  well  as  of  decency  on  thil 
«eoasioii. 

"  I  have  the  bodotir  to  be,  5cc. 

(Sigaeil)  **  WHITWORTH." 
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BOOK  II.  X        This  iDtemperate  departure  from  the  estab- 

lished   usages    of   diplomatic    intercourse    was 

^^^^:^^^  very  far  from  promoting  conciliation.  The  first 
2gQ3  time  that  Lord  Whitworth  saw  M.  Talleyrand, 
his  excellency  related  tQ.that  minister  what  had 
passed  between  him  and  the  first  consul,  in* 
timatingi  that  unless  he  could  have  from  him  an 
assurance  of  not  being  exposed  to  a  repetition  ef 
the  same  disagreeable  circumstanceSi  he  should 
be  under  the  necessity  of  discontinuing  his  visits 
to  the  Thuilleries«  M.  Talleyrand  assured  his 
excellency,  that  it  was  very  far  from  the  first  con* 
sul's  intention  to  distress  him ;  but  he  had  felt 
himself  personally  insulted  by  the  charges 
brought  against  him  by  the  English  government, 
and  that  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  take  the  first 
opportunity  of  exculpating  himself,  in  the  pre* 
sence  of  the  ministers  of  the  different  powers  of 
Europe.  After  this  apology  for  the  conduct  of 
the  first  consul,  M.  Talleyrand  assured  his  lord- 
ship that  nothing  similar  would  in  future  occur. 

Whilst  these  transactions  were  taking  place 
at  the  court  of  the  Thuilleries,  negociations  on 
the  same  subject  were  carried  on  between  the 
French  Minister  Andreossi  and  Lord  Hawkes* 
bury,  in  London.  Two  days  after  the  delivery 
of  the  king's  message,  General  Andreossi  pre- 
sented a  note  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  requiring 
some  explanation  respecting  the  protracted  occu- 
pation of  Malta  by  the  English  troops,  and 
pressijig  particularly  the  article  of  the  treaty 
which  provided  for  the  evacuation  within  three 
months.  tn  answer  to  this  note,  the  British 
minister  justified  the  delay  on  the  ground  of  the 
aggressions  of  France,  and  the  increase  of  power 
and  influence  she  had  obtained  since  the  execu- 
tion of  the  definitive  treaty,  and  the  impossibility 
of  having,  in  the  existing  order  of  things,  a 
sufficient  guarantee  for  the  future  independence 
of  that  island. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  General  Andr6ossi 
delivered  to  Lord  Hawkesbury  an  official  note 
in  answer  to  the  preceding  reply  of  the  British 
minister,  in  which  he  says ;  ^'  Ui^  majesty  be- 
lieves that  his  kingdom  is  menaced  by  prepara- 
tions made  in  the  ports  of  Holland  and  France. 
He  has  been  deceived  :  the  first  consul  has  made 
no  preparations.  There  were  at  the  time  of  the 
message  but  two  frigates  in  the  roads  of  Holland, 
and  but  three  corvettes  in  the  roads  of  Dunkirk." 
In  this  note,  the  French  minister  complains  of 
the  precipitation  of  the  British  court,  in  appeal- 
ing to  arms  without  previously  demanding  ex- 
Slanation  ;  and  asserts  that  there  were  no 
iscussions  pending ;  that  the  power  of  France 
had  not  increased  since  the  peace ;  that  the  first 
consul  considered  it  his  glory  to  have  been  taken 
^    }d  an  unprovided  state  for  war  j  and  adds  that^ 


since  the  message,  he  has  given  no  orders,  he 
has  made  no  dispositions,  no  preparations,  and 
that  he  wiU  continue  in  this  system  of  honest 
frankness,  until  his  Britannic  Majesty  has  reflect- 
ed fully  on  the  part  he  proposes  to  take.     Alter 
adverting  again  to  the  calumnies  in  the  English 
newspapers,  and  complaining  of  the  continued 
residence  of  Georges  and  his  associates  in  Great 
Britain,  he  mentions  the  report  of  Colonel  Sebas- 
tiani,  which  had  occasioned  so  much  disquietude 
to  the  British  government,  and  accounts  for  the 
publication  of  that  report,  by  observing,  that  "  a 
colonel  in  the  English  army*  had  published  a 
work  in  England,  filled  with  the  most  atrocious 
and   disgusting  calumnies    against  the  French 
army  and  its  general."     "  The  lies  it  contains,** 
says    General    Andrfeossi,   "  have  been   contra- 
dicted by  the  reception  which  Colonel  Sebastiani 
experienced.     The  publicity  of  his  report  was  at 
once  a  refutation  and  a  reparation  which  the 
French  army  had  a  right  to  expect.     On  his 
arrival  in  Egypt,  this  officer,  to  his  great  aston- 
ishment, found  the  English  army  there,  although 
they  should  have  evacuated  it,  and  the  ToHks 
prodigiously  alarmed  at  the  continaaBce  of  the 
English  army,    and  at  its    relations  vrith    the 
natives,'  in  rebellion  and  open  revolt  against  the 
Sublime  Porte.     There  remains  therefore,"  says 
he  in  conclusion,  *^  hut  one  object  worthy  of  fixing 
the  attention  of  both  nations,  the  execution   of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  as  far  as  respects  Malta. 
His  majesty  has  engaged  to  restore  it  to  the  order^ 
and  to  trust  it  to  the  Neapolitan  army,  till  the 
order  should  be  in  a  condition    to    guard  it. 
His  majesty  vrill  reject  all  sophistry,  every  dis* 
tinotion,  every  mental  reservation  which  might 
be  ofiered  to  him,  to  put  in  doubt  the  force  and 
validity    of   his    engagement.       His    Britamuc 
Majesty^s  equity,  his  conscience,  in  this  respect 
are  guarantees  for  the  French  Republic.    Were 
it  otherwise,  what  means  in  future  would  the  two 
nations  have  for  coming  to  an  understanding? 
Would  it  not  be  all  chaos  ?     This  would  indeed 
be  adding  another  calamity  to  those  which  have 
menaced    social    order.       The  undersigned   is 
directed  to  declare  in  short,  that  die  first  consul 
will  not  take  up  the  defiance  of  war  by  England 
to  France ;  and  that  as  to  Malta  he  sees  no  subject 
for  discussion,  the  treaty  having  provided  for 
every  thing  and  settled  every  thing.'' 

Lord  Hawkesbury  in  reply  states,  that  his 
majesty  has  directed  his  ambassador  at  Paris  to 
ascertain  distinctly  from  the  French  government, 
whether  they  are  determined  to  persevere  in 
with-holding  all  satisfaction  and  explanation  on 
the  points  or  which  his  majesty  has  complained. 
And  on  the  following  day,  a  letter  was  sent  to 
Lord    Whitworth,   instructing  his   lordship  to 
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demand  such  satis&ction  and  explanation ;   inti- 
mating at  the  same  time,  that  if  Ihe  French 
government  continued  to  evade  all  discussion  on 
the  points  in  question,  and  to  confine  themselves 
to  a  categorical  demand  that  Malta  should  be 
immediately  evacuated,  bis  lordship  vras  in  that 
ease  to  declare  the    impossibility  of  the  rela- 
tions of  amity  continuing  to  subsist  between  the 
two  countries,  and  the  necessity  he  would  be 
under  of  leaving  Paris  within  a  certain  time. 
These  instructions  Lord  Whitworth  immedi- 
ately endeavoured  to  carry  into  effect,  and  on  the 
7th  of  April  he  had  an  interview  with  the  French 
minister  of  foreign  affiurs,  to  whom  he  gave  a  note 
containing  the  substance  of  the  demands  he  was 
instructed  to  make  upon  the  French  government,, 
and  which  M.  Talleyrand  promised  to  lay  before 
the   first  consul.     In  a  conference  with  Lord 
Whitworth  on  the  following  day,  M.  Talleyrand 
informed  him,  that  though  the  first  consul  insisted, 
and  would  always  insist  on  the  full  execution  of 
the  treatv,  yet  he  would  not  object  to  anv  mode 
by  which  tiie  independence  of  Malta  might  be 
secured    to   the  satisfaction    of  his    Britannic 
Majesty;   and  that  the  French  government  had 
no   objection  to    conclude    a   convention    with 
respect  to  any  grievances  or  matters,  which  shall 
not  be  contrary  to  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 

Lord  Whitworth  having  communicated  this 
proposition  to  bis  government,  was  shortly  after 
mstructed  to  consent  to  an  arrangement,  by  which 
the  island  of  Malta  should  remain  in  the  posses- 
sion of  his  Britannic  Migesty  for  a  limited  num- 
ber of  years,  and  to  wave  his  demand  for  a  per- 
petual occupation,  provided  that  the  number  of 
years  was  not  less  than  ten ;  that  in  that  case  the 
island  of  Malta  should  be  given  up  to  the  inhabi- 
tants at  the  expiration  of  that  period,  and  it  should 
be  acknowledged  as  an  independent  state ;  and  it 
was  at  the  same  time  intimated,  that  his  majesty 
would  be  ready  to  concur  iu  any  arrangements 
for  the  establishment  of  tfie  order  of  St.  John  in 
some  other  part  of  Europe. 

The  British  ambassador,  finding  it  impracti- 
cable to  prevail  upon  the  French  government  to 
listen  to  the  proposal  of  keeping  Malta  in  per- 
petuity, obtained  an  interview  with  Joseph  Bona- 
parte, who  promised  to  take  the  last  proj^t  to 
the  first  consul  at  St  Cloud ;  and  he  added,  that 
he  was  not  without  hope  that  he  might  be 
authorised  to  propose  to  the  ambassador,  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  fortresses  for  a  term  of  years, 
I  Provided  the  British  government  would  acknow- 
edge  the  new  governments  in  Italv. 

Several  days  now  intervened  without  any 
communications  from  the  French  government,  on 
which  Lord  Whitworth  wrote  home  for  further 
iustructions,  and  requested  to  be  furnished  with 
the  terms  on  which  his  miyesty's  ministers  would 
be  willing  to  conclude  a  convention,  that  he 
(No.  28.) 
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might  propose  them  in  the  form  of  an  uitinuxium ;  BOOK  il. 
he  also  suggested  a  vnsh,  that  at  the  expiration  --— — 
of  the  period  allowed  for  deliberation,  he  might  ^^^  xxiv. 
be  authorised,  not  only  to  declare  that  he  was  to 
leave  Paris,  but  actually  so  to  do,  unless,  in  the 
intermediate  time,  the  French  government  should 
accede  to  his  demands.  The  answer  to  this  letter 
informed  his  lordship,  that  it  was  his  msgesty's 
pleasure  that  he  should  communicate  officially  to 
the  French  government,  that  he  had  gone  in 
point  of  concession  to  the  fuU  extent  of  bis 
instructions,  and  that  if  an  arrangement  founded 
upon*  the  propositions  submitted  to  the  French 
government,  could  not  be  concluded  vrithout  fur- 
ther delay,  he  should  leave  Paris  as  soon  as  his 
personal  convenience  would  adndt  of  it,  and  in 
no  case  remain  there  more  than  seven  days  after 
the  date  of  that  dispatch. 

The  British  minister,  having  received  his 
msgesty*s  conmnands  to  leave  Paris,  in  case  he 
should  find  himself  unable  to  conclude  the  nego- 
ciations  on  the  terms  specified,  assiduously  en- 
deavoured to  bring  these  protracted  discussions 
to  an  amicable  issue,  but  without  effect  M. 
Talleyrand  assured  him  that  the  first  consul 
woula  never  consent  to  his  Britannic  Majesty 
retaining  Malta,  either  in  perpetuity  or  for  a  term, 
although  of  the  two  he  would  prefer  the  former 
tenure  as  the  less  repugnant  to  his  feelings. 

Under  these  circumstances,  Lord  Whitworth 
found  it  necessary  to  demand  his  passports ;  but 
at  the  moment  when  he  expected  to  receive  themy 
a  note  was  transmitted  to  him  from  the  French 
minister,  containing  Hbe  answer  vdiieh^  the  first 
consul  had  directed  him  to  make  to  his  Britan- 
nic Msyestv's  demands.  This  answer  purported^ 
that  the  first  consul  had  no  objection  to  the 
evacuation  of  Holland  ;  as  to  the  island  of 
Lampedosa,  it  did  not  belong  to  him  either  to 
accede  to  or  to  oppose  the  cession  of  it  to  Great 
Britain,  as  it  did  not  appertain  to  France.  With 
respect  to  Malta,  as  the  demand  would  change  a 
formal  disposition  in  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  he 
could  not  consent  to  it  without  a  previous  com- 
munication with  Spain  and  Holland;  and  that 
as  the  stipulation  relative  to  Malta  had  been 

fuaranteed  by  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  the 
imperor  of  Kussia,  and  the  King  of  Prussia, 
the  contracting  parties  were  bound  to  act  in 
concert  with  uose  guaranteeing  powers  before 
they  made  any  change  in  the  articles.  .  The  first 
consul  added,  that  he  should  not  refuse  his 
consent,  but  that  it  did  not  belong  to  him  to 
propose  it,  since  it  was  not  he  that  urged  anir 
change  in  the  stipulations. 

This  explanation  Lord  Whitworth  thought 
so  unsatisfactory  that  be  again  made  a  formal 
demand  of  his  passports,  to  enable  him  to  re- 
turn to  England.  His  lordship^s  departure  was 
however  delayed  by  a  note  from  M.  Talleyrand, 
5  L 
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BOOK  IL  ^^  which  it  was  stated,  that  as  the  Frcitich  mitfh- 

I  ter  had    a  commaDicaticte  of  the  great^t  im- 

CBAP.xxiy.  portance  to  make.  Lord  Whitworth  must  hot 
^-•'N^^'^-^  expect  that  eyening  the  passports  which  he  had 
1803  detaanded.  In  consequence  df  this  communica- 
tion, his  lordship  was  preTailed  upon  to  post- 
pone, for  a  fi^w  aays,  his  departure  from  Paris, 
in  order  to  transmit  t6  his  court  the  proposals  of 
the  Freiich  goyernment,  and  to  rebeire  a  defini- 
tive answer..  The  project  Ibrtfied  by  the  first 
consul  was  that  of  placing  Malta  in  ttile  hands  df 
dther  Austria,  Ru^dht,  or 'Prussia.  Tothib'prb- 
posal  the  British  goyernment  answei^d,  th^iih 
majesty  Was  determined  to  adhere  to  his  ftiniii^ 
ultimatum^  but  that,  to  skye  the  honour  of  th^e 
French  goyernment,  the  number  of  years  during 
which  4le  Was  to  occupy  the  island  tnight  te 
inserted  in  a  secret  article,  and  the  ptdssessitoti 
of  it  in  the  open  treaty  be  tttade  to  depetad  on 
the  present  state  6f  the 'island  bf  Lafnpedosa. 
This  proposal  it  Was  the  intention  of  LdVd  WbU- 
Worth  to  have  communrcdted  yerbally  to  the 
French  minister,  but  not  haying  an  opportiinity 
of  communicating  personally  with  hfm,  in  Coli- 
tiequence  6f  his  being  at  St  Cloddy  'with  i^ 
first  consul,  tie  reduced  (he  propoisal  tofhefdrtfi 
of  a  profit y  Hyhich  he  sent  to  the  office  '6f' Ihe 
foreign  department,  on  the  9th  6f  Maty,  'coudi'ed 
in  the  following  terms  \'- — 

PROJET. 

Ist,  Tbe  French  ^vernmeDt  shall  enffsg^  to  make 
ao  opposition  to  the  cession  of  the  island  of  Lampedosa  to 
his  majesty  the  Kinnf  of  tbe  Two  Sicilies. 

2d,  In  oonseqnence  of  the  present  state  of  the  island 
of  Lampedosa,  his  majesty  shall  remain  in  possession  <Mf 
Malta  until  such  arraufifements  shall  be  made  by  him  as  may 
enable  bis  mi^esty  to  occupy  Lampedosa  as  a  naval  station ; 
after  which  period  the  island  of  Malta  shall  be  given  np 
l<^  the  inhabitants,  and  acknowledged  as  an  independent 
state. 

3d,  The  territories  of  the  Batavian  republic  shall 
be  evacuated  by  the  French  forces  within  one  month  aAer 
the  conclusion  of  a  cobvention  founded  on  the  principles 
4»f  this  proj^t. 

4th,  The  King  of  Etruria,  and  the  Italian  and  Li- 
gnrian  republics,  shUl  be  acknowledged  by  bis  mMesty. 

5th,  Switzerland  shall  be  evacuated  by  the  French 
forces. 

Gth,  A  suitable  terrftorial  arrangement  shall  be  as* 

to  tbe  Ring  of  Sardinia  in  Italy. 

[Appendant  to  this  proj^t  was  a  secret  article,  stipu- 
lating tikat  his  majesty  should  occupy  Malta  for  ten  years, 
and  that  articles  1, 5,  and  6  might  be  entirely  omitted,  or  all 
be  inserted.] 


On   Ibe  13fh  of  Miiy,  the  British  amiHis- 
baddr  %ad  hh  last  mtervieW  with  M .  Talleyrand 
at  Ae  foreign  office.    The  French  minister  pro- 
poised  to  conclude  a  conYefition,  formed  on  tbe 
basis  of   the    last   projgt,  or  indeed  extending 
it,  since  the  first  article  of  the  ireaty  would  be 
the  cession  of  Malta  in  perpetuity  to  4Siiglaiid» 
hi  return  for  k  consideration.      To  ^is    laord 
Whitworth  replted,  tiUtt  he  was  not  anthorned 
to  i^nt^r  into  '^  dny  etigngement  df  su^h  a   aa- 
"  tu^.  Which  Would  ito*fe  the  negocmtioii  oDe 
"  of  ex^Siange,  tnstend  6f  a  dtiurnhd  of  satitfac- 
« tioh  and  security."     flts  lordship  urged  ih« 
deteMihatidh  of  hi^  nfttjtsty^s  mmfSterB,  to  avoid 
ev^ry  thh)^  Whldi  could  protract  the  negoeiationy 
•tind   obsterted,  th^t  he  -saw  no  other  mode  of 
actinj^  up  to  those  vi^ws,  than  by  making*  his 
stand  on  the  projfet  taJready  Itubmitted.    His  ex- 
cellency  however    pressed    M.    Talleyrand    to 
explain  himself  more  fully  on  the  nature  of  tbe 
demand  whidi  he  should  make  for  Malta,   but 
he  could  not,  or  would  not   explain  himself.* 
After  much  ^chitest,  it  was  agreed  that  the  pro- 
posaliAourd'be  submitted  to  the  British  minister 
in  'the  ooiinre  ^f  a  f^W  honrs.    Tbe  remainder 
of  this  eventful  day  passed  without  Lord  Whit- 
worth recerrhig   any  Communication  from  Hf. 
Talleyrand.      On   the  following    morning,  die 
British    ambassador    demanded    his   passports^ 
which  demand  he  renewed  At  two  o^clock,  and 
was  informed  that  he  should  have  them  imme- 
diately.   *niey  arrired  tkbout  five  o'clock,  when 
his  lordship  left  Paris,  and  arrived  in  London 
Gtn  the  19di  of  May,  his  majesty's  declaration  of 
War  a^inst  France  haling  been  issued  on  the 
preceding  day. 

Thus,  after  a  peace  of  only  one  year  and 
sixteen  days,  did  Europe  again  see  herself 
plunged  into  a  contest,  in  which  neither  of  the 
nelligerent  countries  had  any  definite  object ; 
whose  means  of  mutual  annoyance  were  as  limited 
as  their  rancour  and  enmity  were  boundless,  and 
to  which  of  consequence  no  period  could  be 
fixed  e^en  in  idea.  It  remains  for  future  ages 
to  pronounce  with '  impartiality  on  this  war  of 
temper,  and  to  award  to  each  nation  its  due 
share  of  praise  or  censure,  and  to  apportion  with 
accuracy  the  ultiipate  influence  of  the  contest  on 
the  happiness  of  mankind. 


\ 


*  It  appears  tliat  this  proposition,  which  was  subsequently  *  and  anofficiaJly  cDtmDBBtoafted  to  lord  Wbitworfb» 
was  to  confirm  the  possf ssion  of  Malta  in  perpetuity,  or  otherwise,  to  England,  on  condition  that  France  should  be 
allowed  for  tbe  same  period  to  possess  Otranto  and  Tarentiun — places  ivliich  she  occupied  at  the  time  when  ibe  treaty 
^f  Amiens  wss  concluaed. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 


BiUTt«H  lIi9TOBY :  His  Maje^y*$  Masagey  announcing  the  ReeaU  of  Lard  Whiiworthj  and  the 
Departure  of  the  JFVe)wJi  Ambassador — Debate  on  the  Message  in  the  House  of  Lords — In 
the  House  of  Commons — Private  Instructions  to  the  French  Commercial  Agents  (note) — 
Proffered  Mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia — State  of  Parties,  asdevelpped  in  the  Discus- 
sions on  a  Motion  for  Cemure — Measures  of  Finance^  ^Revival  fif  the  Income  Tax-^Spirit  cf 
the  Country — Motion  for  the  Appointment  of  a  Military  Council — MisceUaneous  Proceedings 
in  Parliament — Close  of  the  Session — Correspondence  between  the  King  and  the  Prirfce  of 
Walesy  on  the  Subject  of  Military  Promotion, 


THE  parliament  whidi  asseiaMed  in  liie 
moter  of  the  year  1802,  was  tbe^ first  whieb  ba4 
been  elected  since  tiie  union  between;  Great  Bri* 
tain  and  Ireland.  The  aiatejof  parties  coBiinu- 
ed  nearly  the  same  am  at  libe  *elose  of  the  preoed- 
ing  session^  and  Mr.  Pitt  appeared  still  to 
adhere,  with  some  occasional  «^^wti<Hi9' to  the 
^iledge  he  had  given  io  afford  fto  bis  ma^ty'tf 
government  his  **  constant,  < zealous,  and  active 
support  The  Grenville  party,  at  tbe  iSssine 
time,  prosecuted  their  opposition  vruth  ^indinri- 
Dished  vigour,  while  the  whigs,  adhering  st^- 
fastly  to  their  predilectieo  in  i'avour  of  paaae, 
liberty,  and  economy,  supported  the  existing  ad* 
ministration,  in  all  the  measures  which  seenob^ 
calculated  to  promote  those  objects.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  parliament  in  the  early  part  of  «the 
session  claim  no  particular  plaoean  general  his- 
tory ;  but  as  the  session  advanced,  the  topics 
brought  under  discussion  rose  in  importance,  and 
the  message  from  the  king,  announcing  the  failure 
of  the  negociations,  and  the  consequent  depar- 
ture of  L^d  Whitworih  from  Paris,  jmparted  to 
the  proceedings  of  hoth.bmnobes  of  thc'ltgisia- 
turej  an  unusual  df^i^ee  of  .aiiimation  and  public 
interest. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  a  message  was  ^pr^e- 
sented  from  his  mfyesty  to  both  houses  of  parlia- 
ment, announcing  tilai  he  had  recalled  his  ambas- 
sador from  Paris,  and  that  the  French  ambaaaa* 
dor  had  left  London.  The  message  to  the  com- 
mons was  jexpressed  in  these  terms  i— 

GEORGE  R. 

*'  His  iBuesty  thinks  it  proper  to  acquaint  the  bouM 
of  commons,  that  the  discussions  which  ne  announced  to 
them  in  his  message  of  the  8tb  of  March  last,  as  then  sub- 
swting  between  his  majesty  and  the  French  government, 
haye  been  terminated ;  that  the  oonduct  of  the  French 
ffovemment  has  obliged  his  majesty  to  recall  his  ambassador 
from  Palis,  and  that  Uie  ambassador  from  the  French  Repub- 
lic has  left  London.  His  majesty  has  given  directions  for 
laying  before  the  house  of  commons,  with  as  little  delay  as 
aossible,  oopiea  of  irach  papers  as  will  afford  the  fullest 
InfonMtion  to  his  piMdismMit  at  this  important  coiganstttre. 


It  is  a  coQflolaticiQ  to  his  ^tn^jesl^.to  reflect,  Ithat  no  ^ndea-  BOOK  II. 
yours  have  been  wanting,  en  his  part,  to  nreserre  to  Us  ' 

subjects  the  blessings  of  peace ;  but  under  the  circamstan-  q       xxv 
ces  whidk  have  occurred  to  disappoint  his  just  expectations,   .  ^^  _^/ 
his  auyestj  relies  wkh  confidence  on  the  zeal  and  ^ublie       ioaq" 
spint  of  his  faithful  ooiaaaoas,.  and  on  the  exertions  lef  hi9       '  ^'^^ 
Inuve  and  loyal  sul^jeicts,  to  support  him  in  his»detennina- 
tion,  to  employ  the  power  and  resources  of  the  nation,  m 
opposing  the  spirit  or  ambition  and  encroachment,  which, 
it  present,  actuate  the  councils  *of  France  ;  in  upholding 
the  dignity  -ef  his  crovn  ;  and  in.assecting  and  maintain* 
iilg  the  ripits  and  iatexeats  of  his  pei^ple." 


majesty^s  message  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration in  the  house  of  jords,  onthe}23dcf 
iftlay,   when    Lord    Pelbam   rose  to  move  ibe 
address: — He  ohserved,  that  the  only .^u^e^tiQii 
was,  whether  a  distinct  and  legitimate  |;round  af 
war  was  estahlished  hy  the  correspond^ce  now 
on  the  .table.    Without  wishio^^  to  go.miMtely 
into  these  documents,  he  should  briefly. advert  to 
the  pinnffipal  .points  in  .dispute  bjrtween  .the  .two 
goyemments;  and  first» -with  respect  to  Malta* 
It  would  be  seen  from  the  papisrs  on  the  tahle, 
thatiuptaa.given  periiod,  his<m«^ty'6  sM^istcyrs 
had  t^hen  eTiery;Stepjto.oairy  Jnt^efTect  the  pipo- 
visions  of  the  (treaty  rdatiJ^  taiUs  ialsAd^   ijt 
was  ahent  die  27tb  of  January  that.- the  fFrennh 
goYonmant  began  to  press  in  a  very  peremptory 
manner,  for  the eTaeuationpf  thatialand ;  ^nd  u 
was  about  that  pmod,  that  jninisters  thought 
themselves  bound  to  demand  sqme  iwitis£iotorf 
explanations  of  the  pr^etensions  jadvanoed,  9Mm 
the  V jpws  disolosed  by  the  tFreaob  gowinmenL 
Circumstances  then  existed,  .whiidi  rendierfld  it 
necessary  to  vefer  back  to  what  had  been  the 
conduct  of  the  first  consul,  from  the  period  when 
the  treaty  was  concluded.    In  the  course  of  this 
view,  the  plain  and  intelligible  inference  was, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  French  government  had 
been  one  constant  series  of  acts  totally  inconsist* 
ent  with  a  sincere  desire  to  presesve  the. peace  of 
the  two  eountries.    The  answers  retuvned  by 
ministers  to  the  oomplaintaof  ihe'Fjrenehgaverju 
mantj^  rc(garding  the  libef  ty  of  ihe  JSritish  pn»ss^ 
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BOOK  n.  the  residence  of  the  BourboBs^  and  the  ooun^ 
— — —  tenanee    afforded   by  this    country  to  French 
^''^'"^'  emi^^nts,  would  be  fonnd  in  tiie  correspondence, 
^^Ag      ^^^  ^^  entertained  a  confident  expectation  that 
the  language  of  ministers  on  tiiose  subjects  was 
of  a  nature  to  meet  with  uniTersal  support  and 
approbation.    AdTcrting  next  to  the  tour  made 
by  C6lonel   Sebastiani,   hj  order    of  the  first 
consul,   through  the  principal  part  of  the  pro- 
vinces of  the  Turkish  empire,  and  to  the  report 
grounded  thereon,    his  lordship  obserred,   that 
from  erery  page  of  that  extraordinary  document 
one  most  important  lesson  was  to  be  collected — 
namely,  that  the  views  of  the  first  consul  rela- 
tiye  to  Egypt  had  never  been  for  one  moment 
abandoned;    indeed  the  first  consul  himself,  in 
his  interview  with  the  British  ambassador,  had 
not  thought  it  necessary  to  throw  the  slightest 
▼eil  of  secrecy  over  his  designs,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, he  had  openly  declared  that  Egypt  must 
sooner  or  Inter  be  in  the  possession  of  France. 
He  would   put  it  to  the  candour  and  feelings 
of  their  lordships,  whether,  under  such  circum- 
stances,  ministers  were  not  entitled  to  demand 
from  the  French  government  some  security  for 
its  future  views  relative  to  Egypt»  beyond  what 
the  treaty  of  Amiens  provided  ?    and  Malta,  in 
the  hands  of  this  countrvy  could  only  be  viewed 
as  a  security.     But  independent  of  these  con- 
siderations,  there  were   others   which  justified 
ministers  in  retaining  possession  of  Malta,  and 
among  these  might  be  enumerated  the  confisca- 
tion of  the  revenues  of  the  order  of  St.  John 
of  Jerusalem,  and  the  impossibility  of  obtaining 
an  adequate  guarantee  for  the  independence  of 
that  island.    '^  Ministers,^*  said  his  lordship  in 
conclusion,  '^  have  shewn  the  utmost  reluctance 
to  resort  to  any  measure   which  might  hasten 
a  reaewal  of  hostilities;    but   the    conduct  of 
the  French  government  could  no  Icmger  be  to- 
lerated,  consistent    with  the    honour,   dignity, 
and  safety  of  this  country.    War  then  has  be- 
come inevitable;  and  it  is  a  war  in  which  the 
national  spirit  ought  to  be  exerted  in  every  way 
which  will  demonstrate  to  a  proud  and  insolent 
foe,  that  while  the  people  of  Ehigland  sre  not 
anxious    for  an  opportunity  of  taking  oflfence, 
they  ar6  sensibly  alive  to  the  least  imputation  of 
dishonour,  and  determined  on  punishing  insults 
with  the  most    exemplary    vengeanc^.^'      His 
lordship  concluded  by  moving  the  address. 

The  Dukes  of  Cumberland  and  Clarence, 
Lord  Mulgrave,  Lord  Melville,  Earl  Spencer, 
and  otherii,  spoke  in  favour  of  the  motion. 

Earl  Stanhope  thought,  that  by  a  pacific 
and  judicious  oondoct  on  the  part  of  his  majes- 
ty's ministers^  peace  might  yet  ]>e  preserved ; 
and  Lord  King  moved  an  aipendment  to  the 
address,  beseeching  his  msgesty  to  listen  to  any 


further  ofler  of  amicable  settlement,  consistent 
vrith  the  honour  and  interests  of  the  country. 
Lord  Grenville  rose  towards  the  conclnsioB 
of  the  debate,  and  after  descanting  vrith  great 
force  and  energy  upon  the  justice  and  necessity 
of  the  war,  proceeded  to  observe,  that  the  French 
government   had   actually   proposed   to   other 
governments  the  partition  of  the  Turlush  do- 
minions, and  it  was  no  doubt  intended  that  her 
share  should  comprehend  Egypt.  Without  taking 
the  report  of  Colonel  Sebastiani  at  all  into  the 
account,  this  drcumstance,  which  rested  on  the 
authority  of  his  majesty's  declaration,  was  quite 
sufficient  to  warrant  the  inference,  that  the  first 
consul  meditated  a  breach  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 
Under  those  circumstances  he  was  perfectly  con- 
vinced that  peace  or  war  vras  not  a  matter  of 
dioice ;  and  he  would  suggest  to  the  noble  lord 
who  proposed  the  amendment,  that  as  a  tempor- 
ising policy  had  hitherto  produced  no  other  eflfect 
than  to  torture  the  people  of  this  country  by  sus- 
pense, and  embolden  the  pretensions  of  the  first 
consul,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  make  any 
further  experiments  in  that  way.    In  pursuance 
of  that  system,  his  miaasty's  ministers  had  given 
up  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Martinique,  and 
if  still  more  were  to  be  given  up,  the  country 
would  soon  be  convinced^  that  protection  was 
not  to  be  obtained  by  such  means  against  any 
project  that  France  might  have  in  contemplation, 
either  upon  our  Indian  Empire  or  elsewhere. 
Being  convinced  that  war  alone  was  the  remedy 
left  for  this  country,  he  would  strenuously  exhort 
to  every  possible  exertion. 

On  the  question  being  put,  there  appeared, 
contents  142  ;  non-contents  10 — ^majority  in 
favour  of  the  address,  132, 

This  great  national  question  was  on  the 
same  day  discussed  in  a  full  assembly  of  the 
commons'  house  of  parliament,  and  continued  by 
adjournment  on  the  following  day. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  opoied  the  debate  in  a 
very  able  speedi,  in  which  he  enumerated  all 
the  subjects  of  complaint  this  country  had  against 
France,  and  concluded  with  moviog  an  address, 
assuring  his  majesty  of  the  just  sense  that  hous^ 
entertained  of  his  anxious  and  uniform  endeavoura 
to  preserve  to  his  people  the  blessings  of  peace ; 
of  their  strong  feelings  of  indignation  that  his 
majesty^s  endeavours  had  been  ^ustrated  by  the 
restless  spirit  of  ambition  and  domination  in  the 
government  of  France ;  and  of  their  firm  deter- 
mination to  oo-opiBrate  in  calling  forth  the 
resources  of  the  umted  kingdom,  for  the  vigorous 
support  of  his  cause. 

Mr.  Erskine  combated  the  statements  of 
Lord  Hawkesbury ;  and  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Grey,  who  moved  an  amendment,  limiting  the 
address  to  assurances  of  co-operation,  and  an 
expression  of  the  satisfiaiotion  with  which  the 
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house  received  his  majesty's  decIaratioD,  that  be 
^as  willinfs^  to  afford,  as  far  as  might  be  consist- 
ent with  his  own  honour,  and  the  interests  of 
his  people,  every  facility  to  any  just  arrangement, 
by  which  the  blessings  of  peace  might  be  re- 
stored. 

Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox  took  each  a  prominent 
part  in  the  debates  on  this  oocaiiion,  »aud  the 
speeches  of  these  distinguished  statesmen  em- 
braced the  principal  topics  involved  in  the 
momentous  question  that  now  engaged  the 
attention  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Pitt  flattered  himself,  that  whatever 
difference  of  sentiment  might  arise  io  many 
points  included  io  the  papers  now  upon  the  table^ 
^et  upon  the  great  and  important  question  at 
issue  between  this  country  and  France,  and  upon 
the  justice  and  necessity  of  the  grounds  on 
which  we  were  compelled  to  enter  into  the  war, 
he  thought  it  almost  impossible  that  the  house 
should  not  be  unanimous.  In  the  first  place, 
there  was  such  olear  evidence  of  views  of  aggres- 
sion and  hostility  on  the  part  of  France,  as 
justified  this  country  in  retaining  Malta  for  its 
own  security.  This  he  maintained  to  be  the  first 
great  point  on  which  the  question  turned ;  and 
he  contended,  that  the  whole  of  Sebastiani^s 
report,  the  avowal  by  Bonaparte  himself  of  bis 
views  and  intentions,  in  a  formal  conference  with 
Lord  Whitworth,  afforded  the  clearest  evidence 
that  the  first  consul  had  formed  the  determina- 
tion of  resuming  his  hostile  projects  against 
£gvpt ;  and  the  pursuit  of  such  a  project  was  an 
undeniable  act  of  hostility  against  this  country, 
and  a  direct  violation  both  of  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens.  He  then  more  parti- 
cularly commented  on  several  circumstances 
connected  with  the  report  of  Sebastiani.  It  was, 
he  said,  an  official  paper,  addressed  to,  and  pub- 
lished by  the  authority  of  the  French  govern* 
ment,  and  the  whole  tenor  of  that  paper  made  it 
impossible  to  doubt,  that  Sebastiani  had  been 
sent  to  Egypt  to  prepare  for  the  execution  of  a 
fresh  attempt  to  put  that  country  under  the  do- 
minion of  France.  Mr.  Pitt  dwelt  on  this  topic  a 
considerable  time,  exhibited  the  matter  in  various 
points  of  view,  and  concluded  his  remarks  upon 
it  by  observing,  that  if  the  (question  were  closed 
here,  he  was  prepared  to  maintain,  that  on  these 
grounds  alone  the  war  was  both  just  and  neces- 
sary, and  such  as  ought  to  call  forth  the  utmost 
exertions  of  parliament  and  the  nation  in  its 
support.  But  the  question  was  far  from  resting 
here  ;  numerous  other  causes  of  complaint  were 
enumerated  in  his  majesty's  declaration,  any  one 
of  which  was  a  clear  and  evident  ground  of  war, 
and  such  as  would  have  been  acted  upon  io 
almost  every  period  of  the  history  of  this  coun- 
try. He  here  referred  to  the  annexation  of  Pied- 
mont, as  the  first  act  by  which  the  French 
(No.  29.) 


government  had   proceeded  in  their  system  of  BOOK  II. 
aggrandizement,  and  to  the  arrogant  manner  in  ■■■ 

which  France  liad  prescribed  to  the  Qennaii  ^*[^^5^* 
st»,tes  the  mode  of  arranging  those  indemnities  ^"JJL^ 
on  which  the  diet  of  the  empire  was  convened  to 
deliberate.  He  next  adverted  to  the  violence 
offered  to  Switzerland,  on  which  he  thought  it 
the  less  necessary  to  dwell,  because  the  conduct 
of  France  towards  that  country  had  excited  one 
universal  sentiment  of  detestation.  With  respect 
to  the  continuance  of  the  French  armies  in 
Holland,  he  observed,  that  it  was  directly  incon- 
sistent with  the  principles  on  which  the  treaty  of 
Amiens  had  been  negociated,  and  with  the 
engagements  which  were  known  to  subsist  be* 
tween  France  and  Holland.  It  was  not,  however, 
necessary  to  determine  bow  far  each  act  of 
aggrandizement  might  be  in  itself  a  sufficient 
ground  of  war,  yet  still  it  could  not  be  contend* 
ed  that  they  were  not  now  matorial,  as  furnishing 
proofs  of  that  deliberate  system  of  ambition 
and  encroachment  which  had  been  pursued  by 
France,  ever  since  the  treaty  of  Amiens.  Mr. 
Pitt  here  drew  a  striking  picture  of  the  continued 
and  rapid  succession  of  the  acts  of  violence  and 
oppression,  which,  during  this  period,  had  deso- 
lated so  manv  of  the  countries  of  Europe ;  and 
after  comparing  the  irresistible  force  and  over- 
whelming progress  of  French  ambition,  to  those 
dreadful  convulsions  of  nature,  by  which  pro- 
vinces and  kingdoms  were  consumed  and  buried 
in  ruins,  he  as£ed  whether  we  could  contemplate 
those  dreadful  scenes,  without  reflecting  how 
soon  the  torrent  of  liquid  fire  might  direct  i(a  ra- 
vages against  ourselves.  Having  here  closed  his 
review  of  what  had  passed  on  the  continent,  he 
directed  his  attention  to  those  aggressions  and 
insults,  which  more  immediately  related  to  this 
country.  The  first  of  these  was  the  demand 
which  had  been  made  by  the  French  government, 
respecting  the  restraints  on  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  and  the  expulsion  of  the  French  emigrants 
now  remaining  in  this  country ;  but  his  majesty's 
ministers  having  resisted  these  demands,  with  a 
proper  degree  of  spirit,  on  grounds  which  were 
stated  wiUi  great  force  and  ability  in  one  of  the 

Eapers  on  the  table,  it  would  be  unnecessary  for 
im  to  enlarge  at- present  upon  those  topics. 
The  second  instance  related  to  the  commercial 
agents  which  the  French  government  made  a  for- 
mal proposition  to  send,  not  only  at  a  time  when 
there  existed  no  commercial  treaty  between  the  * 
two  countries,  but  when  the  commercial  inter- 
course of  British  subjects  with  France  was  suf- 
fering every  degree  of  violence  and  oppression* 
This  proposition  had  indeed  been  refused,  but 
in  defiance  of  this  refusal,  the  French  govern- 
ment proceeded  clandestinely  to  send  these 
agents  in  the  train  of  their  ambassador,  and 
addressed  to  (hem  instructions,  the  object  of 
5  M 
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BOOK  II.  which  was  to  direct  them  to  take  moasures,  in 
— — — >  tiiDc  of  peace,  for  which  they  would  have  been 
CHAr.  XXV.  banged  as  spies  in  titne  of  war.*  He  regretted 
^^^^^^KT^^  *^a*  ministers  had  contented  themselves  with 
^®^^  ^PPlyin?  *<>  t^^  French  governmeiH  to  withdraw 
those  persons,  instead  of  ordering  them  to  quit 
the  kingdom  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  after- 
wards demanding  from  France  the  reparation 
due  for  so  gross  an  insult.  Mr.  Pitt  said,  he  did 
not  think  it  necessary  to  dwell  on  the  violence 
committed  against  the  vessels  and  ])roperty  of 
his  majesty^s  subjects  in  the  French  ports,  and 
the  withholding  to  this  hour  alt  satisfaction  for 
those  injtiries.  These  proceedings,  he  said, 
would  have  been  a  sufficient  ground  of  complaint 
in  ordinary  times,  but  they  could  scarcely  give 
additional  force  to  the  outrageous  transactions 
which  he  had  just  enumerated,  and  which  ap-> 
peared  to  him  as  if  they  had  been  designedly 
calculated,  to  include,  under  two  distinct  heads, 
the  grossest  insults  that  could  be  offered  to  the 


independence  of  any  country ;  after  dilating  at 
some  length  on  this  topic,  he  exhorted  noinisters 
and  parliament  to  make  those  exertions  wbick 
would  be  necessary  to  ensure  success  ;  exertions 
which  must  far  exceed  the  unexampled  efforts 
made  in  the  former  war.  He  was  aware,  be  Baid, 
that  these  exertions  could  not  be  made  without 
material  and  extensive  personal  sacrifices, 
and  without  great  additional  burdens,  whit^ 
must  to  a  degree  affect  the  ease,  convenience, 
and  even  comfort,  of  many  classes  of  society.  He 
concluded  with  expressing  his  confidence,  that 
the  temper  and  courage  of  the  nation  would  con- 
form itself  to  the  difficult  situation  in  wbicb  it 
was  placed,  and  that  the  people  would  be  pre- 
pared collectively  and  individually  to  meet  the 
struggle,  not  merely  with  resignation  and  forti- 
tude, but  with  that  active  a»eal,  and  vigorous 
exertion,  proportionate  to  the  magnitude  of  th^ 
crisis,  demanded  from  a  brave  and  free  people. 
Reflecting,  even  in  the  hour  of  trial,  what  abnn- 


•  "  PRIVATE  CORRESPONDENCE." 

The  instructioiis  here  referred  to  are  contained  in  the  following:— 
**  Co?T  or  A  Letter  from  Citize^t  Talletsand  to  Citizex  Fauvelet>  Paeis^  86cfa  Beithaiee,  lOtfa  Ykab, 


NOVEMBEE  ITtfa,  1802. 


"  I  forward  to  yoo,  citi^fo,  a  series  of  qaestioiiB,  concerning  .which  I  am  devirous  of  having  your  answers.  Tmv 
win  have  the  goodness  to  place  them  opposite  the  questions,  on  the  same  sheet  of  paper,  doubled  in  two,  similar  to  the  one 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  send  to  yon.  I  shall  ^  oblii^ed  to  you  to  send  me  this  paper  as  soon  as  possible,  without,  how- 
ever, sufferinx'  yourtoo  ffreat  haste  to  be  prejudiciaftp  your  aacuracy.  If  you  are  doi4>tfu|  upon  any  point,  you  wiU  have 
the  goodness  to  niention  it.  You  will  probably  find  no  difficulty  ip  consuHing  wjth  aoine  well-informed  mercbanta  or  derks 
in  the castom-house,  who  you  think  may  have  it  in  their  power >  to  ^veyousorae  positive  information,  and  you  will  dedars 
the  sources  from  whence  you  hare  drawn  that  information.  You  will  not  consider  this  basineas  as  forming  a  part  of  year 
official  correspondence.  Yon  must  not  number,  it,  but  you  must  content  yourself  with  putting  at  the  top  of  it,  as  ia  tbo 
proj^  which  T  inclosed  to  you,  Private  Corre^fHmtUnc^ 
<<  To  Citizen  Fauvelet,  at  Dublin. 

QUESTIOKS. 

"  1.  What  number  of  vessels  have  entered  and  cleared  out  of  the  ports  i^thia  your  district,  wi^hi^  each  y^,  4«Cn  179t  ta  \an, 
inclusive  f 

<*  2.    What  is  their  tonnage,  or  their  admeasurement  in  sea  tons  of  2,000  4  p. 
Under  what  flag  do  they  navigatt^ 
From  nheace  they  come  ? 
lyhither  bound  ? 

With  what  merdiandize  freighted  ? 

What  was  the  price  of  freight  to  the  prindpa>  ports  of  Europe,  eadi  sea  ton  of  £,000  4  P.  S.  P 
What  French  foodnctianB  are  most  in  re({uest  in  the  market  of  the  town  where  yon  reside,  as  weO^as  of-tfae  other  ennsidmMa 

towns  in  your  district? 

••  9.    What  is  th^.  merchandize  which  can  be  exported  to,  Fnmoe,  with  greater  advantage  frona  the  said  maiM^  Aan  ikoai  any 

ether? 

*•  ia    What  are  the  course  of  exchange,  and  the  current  priees  of  merdiandice,  from  ihree  montbiko  three  months,.  fi«m  the  year 

I79«  to  1801  ? 

*«  11.    You  are  required  to  furnish  a  plan  of  the  porta  of  your  ^Bstacts,  wjth  a  spcdflcation  of  the  soonc&igs,  fbr  moorfng^veHda. 

'*  12.  If  no  plan  of  die  ports  can  be  procured,  you  are  to  point  out  with  what  wind  vessels  ca|i^  come  in  and  go  out,  and^wfaat  is 
the  greatest  draught  of  water  with  whicli  vessels  can  enter  therein  deeply  laden? 

**  13.    What  are  the  principal  commercial  houses? 

««  If  the  heads  of  these  houses  are  foreigners,  you  are  to  point  out  ofrwhat  eoufiti;  they  area  and  in  a4  «»»,  y(w  are  ta  slalt  with 
what  countries  they  are  principally  eonnected,  and  what  is  their  chjef  li||e  oCrOommnoe. 

•*  14,  .  What  is  the.  usual  ooyirse  of  exchange  ? 

'*  15.    Whether  there  is  a  public  bai^k,  and  what  is  its  organ)zstian  ? 

••  1€.  Whedier  there  are  any  insurance  companies,  public  or  private,  and  what  arc  thdr  ciiBtoms  and  mks,  and  die  piices  of  iamiw 
aRCC,  Ibr  European  and  long  voyages  ?**&«. 

The  other  questions,  of  which  there  are  four,  rdate  to  the  state  of  the  nuumfaetories  and  fisheries;^ to  wei^ti.and  measures  ;  tQ  aika, 
of  merchandize;  and  to  the  fairs,  ai^  tl^c  various  species  of  traffic  carried  on  in  each  of  the  districts  of  the  conm^odal  agsnts  p  wbffC], 
Ibroe  drcalsrs  were  addressed. 


"  3. 

"  4k. 

•*  5. 

"  6. 

••  7. 
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*flant  reason  we  have  to  be  grateful  to  provi- 
dence, for  the  distinction  we  enjoyed  over  most 
of  the  countries  of  Europe,  and  for  all  the  ad- 
vantages and  blessings  which  national  wisdom 
and  virtue  have  hitherto  protected,  and  which 
perseverance  in  the  same  just  and  honourable 
sentiments  will  still  guard  and  preserve. 

Mr  Fox  said,  that  he  should  he  very  un-^ 
willing  to  trouble  the  house,  if  he  did  not  think 
it  an  absolute  duty  to  rescue  them  out  of  a 
situation  of  great  danger,  even  if  the  contest  in 
which  they  were  about  to  engage  should  be  at- 
tended with  the  most  brilliant  success.  After 
some  observations  on  the  conduct  of  ministers, 
Mr.  Fox  went  over  the  whole  of  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  two  countries,  and  main- 
tained that  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of  shuffling 
between  the  representatives  of  the  two  countries. 
He  condemned  the  demand  made  bv  the  first 
consul,  that  the  membera  of  the  Bourbon  family 
should  quit  this  country  :  he  could  not  tolerate 
the  idea  that,  under  any  pretence  whatcTer,  an 
independent  state  was  to  be  called  upon  to  deny 
to  any  unfortunate  and  persecuted  emigrant  the 
rights. of  hospitality.  He  considered  the  applica- 
tion made  to  us  to  abridge  the  liberty  of  the  press 
to  be  the  offspring  of  the  most  profound  igno- 
ranee  of  our  laws  and  constitution.  ^^  I  am  un- 
questionably,'* said  Mr.  Fox,  *'T>ne  of  those  who 
would  not  disturb  the  freedom  of  the  press  in 
England  to  please  any  foreign  state,  and  should, 
to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  equally  resist  such  an 
attempt  on  the  part  of  our  own  government. 
Proposals  to  that  effect  made  by  tlie  government 
of  France  could  only  proceed  from  the  grossest 
ignorance  of  our  laws  aad  constitution ;  but 
being  capable  of  eaiplanation,  they  could  af- 
ford no  propes  ground  of  quarrel."  Mr.  Fox, 
adverting  to  the  menaces  said  to  have  been  used 
by  Bonaparte  towards  this  country,  observed, 
that  too  much  stress  had  been  laid  on  several  of 
the  expressions  of  the  first  consul  in  his  conver- 
sation with  Lord  Whitworth,  the  accuracy  of 
which  could  not  he  depended  upon,  as  the  report 
from  memory  of,  a  long  conversation  was  neces- 
sarily defective.  He  ridiculed  some  conclusions 
tjiat  were  drawn  from  the  tone  and  manner  of 
Bonaparte,  when  be  talkA  of  making  an  attempt* 
qn  our  coast,  particularly  his  assertion  that  it 
was  a  hundred  to  oqc  that  he  would  be  destroyed, 
in  the  attempt^  and  that  hedespaired  of  accom- 
plishing his  end,  but  that  still  he  was.  deter*, 
mined  to  try.  With  respect  to  Egypt,  if  the 
first  consul  had  any  intention,  of  going  tliere,  he 
would  not  have  been  so  absurd  as  to  inform 
our  ambassador  of  hi^  intention.  He  might 
l^ssibly  have  a  desire  to  visit  £gypt,  but  neither, 
the  desire  of  a  sovereign  to  effect  any  purpose 
of  ambition,  or  Che  sending  of  an  agent  to  visii 
4|  ^iBt^.||t  cq|ii)try,  could  be  Qonsidered^as  alegi^. 


timate  cause  for  war.    Louis  XVI.  had  an  expe^  BOOK  II. 

dition  to  Egypt  in  contemplation,  and  the  right 

honourable  gentleman  resented  that  project  by  Cbap.  xxv. 
making  a  commercial  treaty  with  France.  With  '^'^T^X^^^ 
respect  to  the  commercial  commissioners,  who 
came  in  disguise  to  take  the  soundings  of  our 
ports,  this  was  a  scandalous  breach  of  faith,  for 
which  satisfacti6tt  ought  tp  have  been  demanded, 
and  If  this  had  been  refused,  the  act  and  the 
refusal  would  have  constituted  a  ground  of 
war.  But  no  reparation  was  demanded.  As 
to  the  general  system  of  aggrandizement  pur- 
sued by  France,  unless  it  affected  this  coun- 
try, we  had  no  more  right  to  complain  of  it, 
than  France  had  to  complain  of  our  aggrandize- 
ment in  the  East  Indies.  We  oyght  not  to 
suffer  ourselves  to  be  deceived  by  the  hyperbole 
of  eloquence  out  of  our  common  sense.  We 
were  bound  by  our  treaty  to  deliver  up  Malta  at 
a  certain  time,  but  France  wished  to  throw  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  !  How  ?  For  the  purpose  of 
preventing  its  surrender  !  What  waa'  France  to 
get  by  that?  Ministers  are  then  angry  that^ 
France  was  not  as  zealous  as  themselves  iii-  en- 
deavouring to  procure  the  acceptance  of  thsb 
guardianship  of  Malta.  What  was  the  answer 
of  Russia,  that  she  would  do  it  upon  certain, 
conditions,  and  what  signified  the  Maltese  langue 
about  which  so  much  was  said  ?  Was  it  for  a 
point  of  good  faith  that  we  were  so  tenacious ; 
but  if  Malta  had  been  kept  for  ten  years,  what 
was  to  become  of  the  knights  of  that  order  ? 
Then  comes  Colonel  Sebasttani*s  report,  with 
the  mighty  disclosure  of  the  first  consuPs  desire 
to  retain  Egypt:  the  letter  is  undoubtedly  a 
complete  proof  of  a  military  officer  having  been 
sent  to  take  military  surveys,  and  probably  to 
form  military  connections  for  France.  This  de- 
sire of  possessing  Egypt  ministers  immediately 
convert  into  a  design  and  overt  act  of  seizing 
upon  that  country  :  but  if  every  ground  of  com* 
plaint  were  to  be  converted  into  a  cause  for 
war,  it  would  be  impossible  for  Europe  ever 
to  enjoy  the  shortest  interval  of  peace.  After 
this  came  a   part  of  the  negociation,    incom- 

{irehensible  indeed  on  both  sides,  but  particu- 
arly  so  on  ours.  Ministers  instructed  Lord 
Whitworth  to  demand  an  explanation  ;  and  when 
Talleyrand  asks  what  explanation  was  wanted  } 
he  replies — Oh!  I  can  tell  nothing  about  it. 
Next  they  would  be  antisfied  with  Qothing  short 
of  security ;  and' when  the  nature  of  this  security 
is  inquired^  into,  it  turns  out  that  they  are 
equally  unprepared*  for  a  distinct  reply.  Aban* 
doning  this  claim  of  security,  they  demand  Maltn 
in  perpetuity.  Last  of  all  comes  their  proposi- 
tion for  ten  yeara,  as  if  ten  years,  in  a  political^ 
point  of  view,  were  to  be  considerckl  as  any  thing 
short  of  perpetuity.  But  the  miinner  in  which 
ibis    negociation  was  conducted   is    peculiarly 
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BOp^  I{.  worthy    of    atitention ;    the    simple  proposltioii 

'^^ >^bout  Malta  would  not  per^iaps  haye  beep  pa-r 

Cjuiw  XXV.  l£[taile  to  the  first  consuji,  .^re  would  ba,v^ 
'"'^^Q^xT^  been  an  abruptness  in  it  whiqh  might  have  hurt 
loQ9  iijg  feelings,  minist^  therefore  determine  to 
make  the  arrangement  as  easy  as  possible.  Th^ 
King  of  Sardinia  had,  eighteen  montlis  before^ 
been  ^tripped  0|f  his  dominions,  ^e  was  politi- 
cally ^esLQ  and  buried."^  Ministers,  however,  are 
determined  once  more  to  bring  him  on  the 
scene,  and  like  the  ghost  in  a  drama,  he  plays 
tlie  part  assigned  him  in  the  tragedy,  and  tjien 
re^tires.  Ministers  go  on  pushing  Bonaparte  to 
agree  to  Uieir  demands  about  Malta ;  and  the 
indemnities  to  the  King  of  Sardinia  filjl  up  a 
niche  in  theijr  ultimatum ;  and  if  this  nionarch 
obtains  nothing,  he  is  left  precisely  in  the  same 
state  in  which  ministers  found  him.  The  most 
Miyustifiable  of  all  the  conduct  of  Bonaparte, 
continued  Mr.  Fox,  was  his  treatment  of  Holr 
land  and  Switzerland,  which  was  certainly  most 
cruel ;  but  it  was  not  for  this  country,  unaided 
by  the  continent,  to  engage  in  a  war  on  their  ac- 
count. With  respect  to  the  abuse  of  the  one 
goyemmeat  towards  the  other,  there  were  but 
two  ways  of  properly  disposing  of  it,  either  to 
pass  it  over  in  contempt,  or  to  demand  satisfac- 
tion. This  country  had  done  neither.  But  the 
conduct  of  ministers  which  he  thought  most  re- 
prehensible was,  that  they  had  suffered  grounds 
of  complaint  to  accumulate  instead  of  specify- 
ing them  as  they  occurred,  and  demanding 
satisfaction,  and  if  satisfaction  had  been  refused, 
it  would  then  hare  been  time  to  think  of  going 
to  war.  It  was  not  the  injury  received,  or  the 
insult  ofiered,  that  was  a. legitimate  ground  of 
war,  but  th^  refusal  of  reparation  or  satisfaction. 
'  Mr.  Fox  accused  both  governments  of  a  great 
deal  of  duplicity,  and  charged  the  British  mi- 
nistry with  having  at  last  gone  to  war  upon  a 
sordid  principle,  the  possession  of  Malta,  in 
which  no  one  was  interested,  but  ourselves,  and 
in  which  we  could  not  expect  the  co«  operation 
ofany  of  the  continental  powers.  The  remedy 
he  proposed  was  an  appeal  to  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  first  to  become  guarantee  for  Malta, 
afterwards  arbiter  between  this  country  and 
France ;  and  then,  if  the  French  should  persist 
in  thek  career  pf  injustice,  the  probability  would 
'  be  that  we  should  have  allies,  because  the  thiug 
•  in  contest  would  then  be  generally  interesting. 

He  should  therefore  recommend  that  the  house 
should  agree  to  the  amendment,  and  that  an 
alliance  should  be  formed  with  Russia  for  the 
prevention  of  French  aggression.  The  other 
alternative  was  war,  the  consequences  of  which 
would  be  an  immense  addition  to  the  burdens 
of  the  country.  We  should  now  have  exertions 
to  make  to  which  all  former  exertions  were 
nothing.      This  the  house  had   been  told  last 


night  Yery  plainly.  ^^  I,  who  have  had  such 
greiU  practice  formerly/*  said  a  right  honour- 
able gentieman,  *^  in  drawing  your  teetii  and  par- 
ing your  fingers,  cutting  you  to  the  quick  in- 
deed pretty  often,  have  provided  for  you  a  new 
operator,  who  has  an  entire  new  discipline  for 
you :  you  fought  last  war  for  religion,  and  so- 
cial order,  and  balance  of  power ;  but  that  is 
all  nothing  t0  what  you  tfre  now  to  expect. 
Lord  North  and  myself  were  mere  triflers. 
You  are  not  to  think  of  a  year,  but  a  continuance 
of  years,  and  an  additiop  of  two  or  three  hun- 
dred millious  of  debt-  The  late  income  tax 
was  to  many  intolerable;  but  the  new  income 
tax  will  Jlie  mueh  more  seTere  and  opprei»si¥e« 
Do  not  let  any  body  think  of  paying  less  than  a 
fifth,  a  fourth,  or  perhaps  a  third  u  necessary." 
And  all  jtlus  for  wjjuit  ?  Why  for  Malta — ^plain 
Malta!  Malta,  unconnected  with  any  great, 
general,  generous  interest  of  Europe.  ^^  We 
have  had,'*  continued  Mr.  Fox,  '^  philippics 
that  Demosthenes  himself  might  have  envied. 
I  remember  in  the  Ammcan  war  we  had  great 
luxuriance  of  hyperbole,  metaphor,  and  roman- 
tic rhodomontaoe.  In  the  last  war  we  bad  still 
more  of  it ;  for  then  we  had  the  most  eloquent 
of  men  decbdming  in  favour  of  the  wan  All 
was  rich  and  delightful  as  a  feast,  but  unfor- 
tunately then  came  the  bill,  and  the  enormous 
charges  spoiled  all  the  relish  of  the  entertain-* 
meut.'*  Mr.  Fox  condud^  with  again  recom- 
mending an  alliance  vrith  Russia,  he  thought  it 
the  only  method  of  benefiting  Europe.  He 
observed,  that  the  address  stated  a  tact  which 
but  few  could  assent  to,  namely,  that  ministers 
bad  been  sincere  in  their  endeavour  to  preserve 
peace,  and  which  no  one  assented  to  without 
quaUfying  his  vote;  whoreas,  the  amendment 
stated  that  whidi  ev^y  body  admitted  to  be 
true :  tiie  way  therefore  to  prodboe  unanimity, 
was  to  adopt  that  which  was  universally  ad- 
mitted to  be  true,  instead  of  asserting  that  which 
no  one  could  assent  to  without  qualiiication. 

On  a  division  of  the  house,  there  appeared 
for  the  address  308,  against  it  67,  majority  331. 

On  the  27th  of  Mav,  Mr.  Pox,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  notice  he  had  previously  griven, 
moved  an  address  to  his  majesty,  praying"  **  that 
his  majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  avail 
himself  of  the  disposition  manifested  by  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia,  to  mediate  between  this  country 
and  the  French  government,  which  mediation 
might  not  only  lead  to  the  speedy  and  honourable 
termination  of  the  present  contest,  but  might  con- 
duce to  the  general  tranquillity  and  safety  of 
Europe.'^  Among  the  advantages  which  must 
result  from  the  mediation  of  this  powerful  and 
esteemed  sovereign,  Mr.  Fox  particularly  in- 
sisted upon  the  following :  should  this  country  be 
obliged  to  prosecute  the  war  for  the  attainment 

2 


OF  TUB   FRBNCtt  EBVOLUTION. 


41) 


of    any  object  which  that  sovereign  should  ap- 
prove^ Great  Britain  would  have  the  strong  sup- 
port afforded  by  his  approbation »  whieh  would 
carry  ^with  it  ttie  opioiou  of  the  world  in  our  fa- 
"vour .   Through  this  powerful  mediation,  we  might 
hope  to  procure  the  adjustoienty  not  merely  df 
the   question    respecting   Malta,    but  in  fajc-t  of 
all  the  points  in  dispute.    The  power  and  dia- 
racter  of  the  mediator,  and  liis  rank  in  Europe^ 
^would  justify  the  strongest  hopes.     His  charac- 
ter stood  upon  the  most  elevated  ground  ;  he  was 
just  to  the  people  committed  to  bis  government, 
and  beneTolent  to  all  mankind.     This  monarch 
had  been  greatly  affected  by  the  changes  which 
had  taken  place  in  E^irope,   was  greatly  dis- 
gusted with  the  conduct  of  Fraiice  since  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  and  yet  was  warmly  attacked 
to  peace.    If  a  close  alliance  were  formed  with 
Russia,  all  the  other  states  of  Europe  might  be 
protected  from  the  unjust  aggressions  of  France ; 
and  witli  such  a  junction,   Europe  would  have 
little  to  fear  from  the  ambition  of  any  man. 

Ministers,  though  they  admitted  the  truth 
and  j  ustice  of  the  principles  laid  down  by  Mr. 
Fox,  were  averse  to  the  motion,  on  the  ground 
of  its  creating  an  idea  that  the  country  was  not 
disposed  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigour. 

I^Ir.  Pitt  said,  that  to  press  the  motion  of 
Mr.  IPox  (o  a  division,  would  be  attended  with 
one  or  two  inconvenieuces :  either  the  previous 
question  would  be  carried,  by  which  there  would 
be  room  for  the  misconstruction,  that  one  part 
of  the  house  was  hostile  to  the  princi|rfes  on 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  argued  ;  and  on 
the  other  hand,  if  the  motion  were  carried,  it 
would  imply  that  the  house  entertained  a  doubt 
of  the  concurrence  of  ministers  in  these  princi- 
ples— a  suspicion  for  wliich  there  could  be  no 
foundatinn. 

In  consequence  of  these  suggestions,  Mr. 
Fox  said,  if  ministers  would  state,  that  there 
existed  a  disposition  to  accept  of  the  medtaticm 
of  Russia,  he  had  no  objection  to  withdraw  his 
proposition. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  admitted  that  an  offer 
to  mediate  the  differences  between  Great  Britain 
and  France  bad  already  been  made  by  Russia. 
Tlie  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  Empermr 
Alexander  was,  that  there  was  a  certain  degree 
of  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  two  governments 
to  explain  distinctly  the  points  of  mutual  dis- 
pute. He  had  accordingly  proposed,  that  the 
Russian  ministers  at  London  and  Paris  should 
interpose  their  good  offices  for  facilitating 
this  explanation  ;  but  at  the  time  this  offer  was 
made,  Lord  Whit  worth  was  on'^  the  eve  of  quit* 
ting  Paris,  and  looking  to  an  immediate  terminer 
atipn  of  the  discussions,  ministers  considered  the 
offer  as  too  loose,  and  too  general,  to  be  then 
adopted.  At  the  same  time,  ministers  did  not 
{No.  29.) 


conceal  from  the  court  of  St.  Petersburgti,  and  BOOK  IL 
they  were  as  little  desirous  of  concealing  from  ■ 

the  house^  that  with  reference,  not  only  to  the  ^'^^^' 
particular  points  in  dispute  between  the  two  go-  ^"^aC| 
vernments,  but  with   reference  to  the  establish*      ^^^ 
ment  of  a  guarantee  for  the  general  independence 
and  security  of  Europe,  they  were  ready  to  ac- 
cept of  the  mediation  of  Russia.   On  this  ground, 
they  had  not  only  expressed  their  willingness  to 
receive  any  proposition  from    the  court  of   St. 
Petersburgh,  but  they  had  gone  much  heyondf 
this  assurance,  they  had  declared  their  readiness 
to  explain,  in  the  most  frank  and  explicit  terms, 
the  views  which  they  entertained  on  the  points  in 
dispute,  and  the  mode  which  to  them  appeared 
the  best  calculated  to  bring  about  an  amicable 
arrangement.     No  question  of  etiquette  would 
stand  in  the  way ;  the  whole  declaration  of  mi- 
nisters had  been  given  in  the  true  spirit  of  peace. 
In  his   majesty^s  declaration  also,    an  express 
assurance  was  given  of  bis  readiness  to  listeir 
to  any  proposal  for  restoring  the  blessings  of 
peace  ;  and  he  had  now  to  assure  the  honourable 
gentleman    and  the  house,  that  ministers  were 
ready  to  receive  any  offer  of  mediation  on  the 
part  of  Russia,  or  to   offer  to  the  mediation  of 
this  power  the  points  in  dispute  between  the  two 
governments.      Mr.  Fox,  considering  this  ex- 
planation as  perfectly  satisfiictory,  withdrew  his 
motion. 

Although  the  existing  administration  con- 
tinued to  enjoy  the  public  confidence,  and  had 
produced,  by  their  mild  and  constitutional  cod-' 
duct,  an  unanimity  of  sentiment,  and  an  oblivion 
of  political  animosity,  hardly  to  have  been  ex- 
pected in  so  brief  an  interval,  yet  were  they 
highly  obnoxiotts  to  what  was  called  the  Gren- 
ville  party;  and  the  friends  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
even  the  ex-minister  himself,  began  to  manifest 
towards  them  unequivocal  marks  of  coldness,  if 
Bot  of  direct  hostility.  On  the  2d  of  June, 
Earl  Fitzwitliam  moved  in  the  upper  house  of 
parliament  a  series  of  resolutions,  censuring  the 
conduct  of  ministers  in  withhoMing  from  par- 
liament information  on  the  numberless  aggres* 
sions  and  insults  ofiered  by  the  French  govern- 
ment to  this  country  since  the  trei»ty  of  Amiens  ; 
and  in  holding  out  to  the  country  the  prospect  of 
a  permanent  peace,  at  a  period  when  they  must 
have  been  aware  that  the  continuance  of  the  re* 
lations  of  amity  was  in  the  highest  degree  un- 
certain and  precarious. 

Lord  Mulgrave,  who  had  hitherto  xealousriy 
supported  the  measures  of  administration,  in- 
stead of  opposing  a  direct  negative  to  the  mo* 
tion,  adopted  a  middle  course,  and  to  the  in- 
finite mortification  of  ministers,  moved  as  an 
amendment,  the  adjournment  of  thehouse«  This 
mode  of  evading  the  question  was  deprecated  by 
the  mihistry  as  -di^ogeouousi,  ana  as  moro 
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BOOK  II.  iiyttrious  to  their  character?,  and    ofiensiYe  to 
n  tbeir  feelings,  than  a  direct  and  mamly  support 

CiAfi.  xxv.  of  the  motion  for  eensttriog.  After  an  animated 
^-^^"^^'^  discassion,  both  the  original  motion  and  Lord 
1803  Mulgrave's  amendment  were  rejected  by  vast 
m%iorities.  A  similar  motion  was  made  on  the 
following  daj  in  the  house  of  commons,  by  Co- 
lonel Flatten,  and  with  similar  saccess.  On  this 
occasion,  Mr.  Pitt  said,  as  he  was  unprepared 
to  gire  a  direct  negative,  or  affirmative,  to  the 
resoltttions  submitted  to  the  house,  he  should 
move  that  the  other  orders  of  the  day  be 
read.  Lord  Hawkesbory,  evidently  much 
affiscted  with  this  open  desertion  of  the  ex- 
minister,  said,  that  he  and  his  colleagues  would 
shrink  from  their  doty  if  they  should  ac- 
cept the  compromise  oflfered  between  a  direct 
eensufe  and  a  total  acauittal.  It  was  his  wish 
that  ministers  might  eitner  be  acquitted,  or  con- 
demned—-they  had  no  desire  to  remain  in  office 
longer  than  they  could  be  useful  to  their  coun- 
try, nor  could  he  for  himself  think  of  remaining 
an  hour  in  office,  if  be  had  forfeited  the  confi- 
dence of  the  house,  and  the  good  opinion  of  the 
country. 

After  a  long  debate,  the  order  of  the  day, 
as  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt,  was  negatived  by  a  ma- 
jority of  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  to  fifty- 
six  voices,  after  which,  the  motion  of  Colonel 
Patten  was  put,  and  negatived  b^  an  equal 
minority.  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox,  with  a  few  of 
th^  friends,  having  retired  before  the  second 
division  took  place. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  Earl  Fitzwiliiam  brought 
the  subject  before  the  house  again,  and  moved 
a  number  of  resolutions,  varying  in  form,  but  in 
substance  the  same  as  those  before  rejected. 
The  last  resolution  was  couched  in  these  terms, 
*'  That  by  these  instances  of  misconduct,  his 
migesty^s  ministers  have  proved  themselves 
vnworuiy  of  the  confidence  of  this  house,  and 
incapable  of  administering  with  advantage  the 
publio  affiiirs  of  the  country  in  a  crisis  of  such 
unexampled  difficulty  and  danger.  The  first  of 
.  these  resolutions,  after  a  long  and  animated  de- 
bate, was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  eighty-six 
*  to  seventeen  voices,  and  the  others  without  a 
division. 

The  principal  part  of  the  remainder  of  thi? 
important  session  of  parliament  was  occupied 
by  subjects  of  finance,  and  with  devising  the 
means  of  providing  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try affatnst  the  invasion  threatened  by  the  first 
consiu.  The  first,  and  most  obvious  measure 
of  defence,  was  to  render  the  militia,  the  con- 
stitutional defence  of  the  country,  as  eflfective 
as  possible,  and  a  bill  for  that  purpose  was 
brought  into  the  house  of  commons  by  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  on  the  20th  of  May,  which 
passed  through  its  several  aCages  witiKlut  any 


material  opposition  :  the  principal  object  of  this 
enactment  was,  to.  facilitate  the  raising  of  the 
supplementary  militia,  and  to  provide  for  the 
filling  up  of  the  vacancies  in  the  regular  militia 
force,  vrith  greater  promptness  tlmn  could  be 
done  by  the  existing  laws.  The  fines  upon 
parishes  for  deficiencies  were  also  considerably 
mcreased,  and  the  penalty  upon  balloted  per- 
sons refusing  to  serve,  in  person  or  by  snosti- 
tute,  was  raised  firom  ten  to  twenty  pounds. 
But  the  militia  force  being  considered  as  per- 
fectly inadequate  to  the  defence  of  the  realm,  a 
message,  firom  the  crown  was  sent  to  parliament, 
on  the  I8th  of  June,  stating,  that  lus  mi^eaty  con- 
sidered it  as  important  for  the  safety  and  defeooe 
of  the  HUtion,  that  a  large  additional  nnlitary 
force  should  be  forthwith  raised  and  assembled, 
and  it  was  recommended  to  both  houses  of  par- 
liament, to  take  such  measures  as  should  appear 
to  be  most  efiectuai  for  accomplishing  this  pur-» 
pose  with  the  least  possible  delay,  in  further- 
ance of  the  object  of  tiiis  message,  a  bill  wa^ 
immediately  brought  into  parliament  for  embody- 
ing a  new  species  of  militia,  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  the  army  of  reserve.  This  force,  which 
was  to  Consist  of  fifty  thousand  men  for  England,' 
and  ten  thousand  for  Ireland,  was  to  be  rftised  bf 
ballot,  and  confined  to  the  defence  of  the  united 
kingdom :  the  officers  to  be  appointed  from  the 
regular  army  and  the  half-pay  list :  all  persons 
from  the  age  of  eighteen  to  forty-five  were  liable 
to  serve,  with  the  exceptions  of  those  personaf 
who  were  exempt  firtHU  the  militia  ballot,  anif 
such  volunteers  as  were  enrolled  previously  to  the 
date  of  the  last  message  of  his  majesty  :  all  poor 
persons  having  more  than  one  child  under  ten 
years  of  age,  were  also  exempt:  the  p^sons 
composing  this  force  to  be  aUowed  to  v«^nteer 
into  the  regular  army.  This  bill,  which  under- 
went a  long  disctnsion  in  the  house  of  commons, 
passed  through  the  house  of  lords  with  uaoom- 
mon  rapidity,  and  on  the  6th  of  July,  obtained 
the  royal  assent.  But  these  measures  of  defence,' 
however  important^  were  only  the  precursors  of 
one  of  the  most  gigantic  magnitude,  betng  no 
less  than  the  arming  and  training  itf  the  whole 
elective  male  population  of  Gveat  Britam.  Thia 
truly  constitutional  project  was  presented  to  the 
consideration  of  paniament,  by  the  secretary  of 
War,  on  the  18th  of  July,  and  passed  into  a  law 
by  receiving  the  royal  assent,  on  the  .27th  of  the 
same  month.  This  general  enrolment,  deno- 
minated the  levy  en  masse,  was  divided  into  fbtur 
difierent  classes  ;  the  first  comprehended  all  un- 
married men  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and 
thirty ;  the  second,  unmarried  men  between 
thirty  and  fifty;  the  third,  all  married  men 
between  seventeen  and  thirty,  not  having  more 
than  two  children  under  ten  years  of  age ;  and 
the  fourth,  all  untler  the  age  of  fifty-five,  not 
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comprised  in  the  other  descriptions.    The  dif- 
ferent classes,  If  ho  were  to  be  trained  and  taught 
the  ase  of  arnis^  in  their  respective  parishes,  were, 
in  case  of  actual  inTasion,  liable  to  be  called  oat 
by  biH  nnyesty,  in  the  orders  specified,  to  co-oper- 
mte  with  the  regular  army,  in  any  part  of  the 
kingdom,  and  to  remain    embodied   until   the 
enemy  was  exterminated  or  driven  into  the  sea. 
On  the  ISth  of  June,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exdiequer   brou|^t    forward   the  budget;    he 
proposed  to  raise,  by  an  increase  of  the  customs, 
duties  on  sugar,  exports,  cotton,  and  tonnage, 
nbout  two  millions  annually ;  'and  by  new  duties 
OB  the  excise  of  tea,  wine,  spirits,  and  malt,  six 
miHioBs.more.    He  then  presented  a  plan  of  a 
tax  on  income,  imposing  a  duty  on  lancl,  of  one 
nhiUing  in  the  pound,  to  be  paid  by  the  land- 
lord, and  nine  pence  in  the  pound  to  be  paid  by 
the  tenant,  together  with  a  tax  of  one  shilling  in 
the  pound  on  all  other  species  of  income,  from 
one  hundred  atid  fifty  pounds  upwards.     The 
oett  produce  of  this  rcTiTed  property  tax  was 
calculaied  at  four  milUons  seven  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  the  whole  product  of  the  war 
taxes,  at  twelve  millions  seven  hundred  thousand 
pounds  annually,  to  expire  six  months  after  the 
return  of  peace.     In  addition  to  these  grants  the 
other  taxes  were  continued,  and  the  whole  of  the 
supplied  voted  by -parliament  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1803,  amounted  to  upwa.rds  of  forty- 
one  millions. 

While  these  measures  were  adopted  by  par- 
liament, the  people  were  far  from  being  uninter- 
ested or  inactive.  The  pref^arations  for  invading 
ibis  country  made  by  France,  called  forth  a 
simultaneous  burst  of  loyalty  and  patriotism  from 
all  classes  and  descriptions  of  penmis,  and  in  a 
very  brief  interval^  upwhrds  of  four  hundred 
thousand  m^i  in  arms  appeared  ready  to  defend 
their  sative  ooasts  from  insuk,  and  to  inflict 
chastisement  on  those  who  dared  to 


pollute  them  with  a  hostile  tread.  So  numer- 
ous indeed  were  these  voluntary  armed  associa- 
tions,, that  it  rendered  the  act  for  raising  the 
levy  en  masse  perfectly  superfluous.  On  this 
period  in  British  history  the  mind  itiay  repose, 
with  satisiaction.  There  no  longer  appeared  any 
distinction  of  party  or  sects ;  all  other  distinc- 
tions were  lost  in  that  of  Britons.  The  first 
consul  viewed  with  astonishment  this  extraor- 
dinary display  of  national  energy  and  patriotic 
feeling,  and  though  his  preparations  for  invasion 
were  continued,  the  intention  of  carrying  them 
into  effect  was  no  doubt  Secretly  abandoned. 

In  the  midst  of  these  important  deliberations 
parliament  found  time  to  pass  several  bills,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  consolidate  the  duties  and 
regulate  the  collection  and  management  of  the. 
several  branches  of  the  revenue.  An  act  was 
abo  passed  to  relieve  the  roman  catholics  from 


certain  nenalties  and  disabilities,  to  which  they  BOOK  IL 
were  before  subject,  on  subscribing  the  declara-  ■■■ 
lion  and  oath  contained  in  the  act  of  the  3ist  of  ^fl^^^r. 
tiie  reign  of  his  pr^ent  majesty.       ^  ^  ^^q^ 

An  important  addition  was  this  session  of 
parliament  made  to  the  criminal  law  of  the 
country.  By  an  act,  introduced  into  the. bouse 
of  lords  by  Lord  Ellenborougb,  and  on  that 
account  called  the  Ellenborougb  act,  any  person 

fuilty  of  malicious  shooting,  cutting,  or  stab- 
ing,  with  an  intent  to  commit  murder,  although 
death  should  not  ensue,  was  declared  guilty  of  a 
capital  felony,  and  made  subject  to  tho  punish- 
ment of  death.  The  same  penalty  was  also 
attached  to  all  attempts  to  discharge  loaded  firo<» 
arms,  with  an  intent  to  kill  or  wound. 

During  the  present  session  of  parliament,  a 

Eant  of  <^00,000  a  year,  for  three  years,  to 
computed  from  the  5th  of  January,  1803, 
was  made  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  towards  pro- 
viding for  the  better  support  and  dignity  of  hi* 
royal  highness.  In  *  moving  for  this  grant,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  took  occasion  to 
t>bserve,  that  in  the  year  1795,  the  income  of  the 
prince  was  augmented  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  thousand  pounds  annually,  ex- 
clusive of  thirteen  thousand  a  year  from  the 
revenue  of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall.  At  thitf 
time,  seventy -three  thousand  a  year  had,  he 
said,  been  set  apart  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
liquidation  of  the  debts  of  his  royal  highnesSf 
which,  at  the  period  in  question,  amounted  to  ^ 
six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds,  but  which, 
by  the  operation  of  the  sinking  fund  created  for 
their  liqindation,  were  now  reduced  to  below  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds. 

On  the  8th  of  August,  the  Duke  of  Sussex 
made  a  motion  in  the  house  of  peers,  for  tiie 
appointment  of  a  militarv  council.  In  support 
of  this  motion,  his  royal  highness  contendea  that 
such  a  council  was  rendered  necessary  by  the 
very  arduous  situation  in  which  the  counti*y  was 
placed,  when  the  sidfety  and  independence  of  the 
nation  might  depend  on  the  prudence  and  energy 
of  our  military  operations ;  and  when  we  had  to 
contend  against  the  first  general  of  the  age* 
Other  leading  ofiicers  of  the  state  had  boards  oi^ 
councils  to  assist  their  deliberations,  and  there 
was  no  department  in  the  state,  in  which  a  false 
step  would  be  attended  with  so  much  dangen 

It  was  objected,  on  the  part  of  ministers, 
that  such  a  council  would  embarrass  the  com-* 
mander- in*  chief  in  the  discharge  of  his  profes- 
sional duties,  and  that  the  present  arrangement 
of  the  staif  of  the  commander-in-chief,  and  the 
regular  communications  maintained  with  district 
generals,  were  such  as  to  render  a  council  of  this 
nature  perfectly  unnecessary.  On  these  erouodd 
the  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division  * 

In  the  Course  of  the  discussions  in  the  hous# 
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BOOK  11.  of  eomiQODs  on  the  general  defenoe  of  the  country, 

—  Mr.  Windham    bad  taken  occasion  to  eiipress 

^IJ^^;^^^^-  himself  in  terms  of  great  asperity  and  contempt 
1803  ^<)^&i'ds  th^  volunteer  corps  of  the  country,  \?bom, 
on  one  occasion,  the  honourable  gentleman  term- 
ed, the  depositaries  of  panic.  To  obviate  any 
supposition  that  the  house  concurred  in  these 
reproachful  and  calumnious  sentiments  towards 
those  brave  and  loyal  defenders  of  the  state, 
Mr.  Sheridan,  on  the  10th  of  August,  inoved  the 
thanks  of  the  house  ^*  to  the  volunteer  and  yeo- 
manry corps  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  seal  and 
promptitude  vitli  iivhlch  they  had  associated  for 
the  ffefence  of  the  country.'*  He  also  moved, 
'*  that  a  return  of  the  different  volunteer  corps  be 
laid  before  the  house,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
handed  down  to  posterity,  by  being  entered  on 
the  journals.*'  After  an  animated  debate,  con- 
tinued for  many  hours,  both  these  motions  were 
adopted  unanimously. 

The  last  business  of  importance  in  this  ses* 
sioii,  was  a^  motion  on  the  state  of  Ireland,  by 
BIr.  Hutchinson,  who  moved,  that  an  address 
be  presented  to  his  majesty,  praying  him  to  give* 
such  information  to  the  house  as  had  bae^n  ree^v- 
ed  respecting  the  late  rebellious  outrages  in  Ire- 
land, and  the  present  state  of  that  kingdom. 
This  motion  was  opposed  by  administration, 
principally  on  the  ground  of  the  lateness  of  the 
session,  and  the  danger  of  making  a  premature 
disclosure  of  circumstances,  which  it  might  be 
important  to  conceal.  Mr.  Hulchinsom  in  the 
conclusion  of  his  reply,  said,  if  the  house  would 
not  redress  the  grievances  of  Ireland,  and  conci-. 
liate  its  inhabitants,  it  would  be  tuunanity  to 
annihilate  it.  The  motion,  after  a  kmg  debate^ 
was  negatived  without  a  division. 

On  the  following  day,  the  12th  of  August, 
this  long  and  momentous  session  of  parliament 
was  closed  by  a  speech,  from  Ihe  throne ;  oa 
which  occasion,  his  majesty  exprcyssed  bis  satis^ 
faction  at  the  energy  and  promptitude  which  had 
been  displayed  in  providing  fbir  the  defence  of  the 
country,  and  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war ;  assuring  the  house  at  the  same  time,  that 
as  strict  a  regard  would  be  paid  to  economy  iA 
the  public  expenditure  as  was  consistent  with  the 
exertions  necessary  to  frustrate  the  designs  and 
weaken  the  power  of  the  enemy.  ^^  Justly  sensi- 
ble,** said  his  majesty,  ^*  of  the  state  of  pre-emi- 
nence in  which  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  sup- 
port us,  for  so  many  ages,  among  the  nations 
of  Europe,  I  rely  with  confidence,  that  under  the 
continuance  of  his  divine  protection,  the  exer- 
tions of  mj  brave  and  loyal  subjects  will  prove 
to  the  enemy  and  to  the  world,  that  an  attempt 
to  subvert  the  independence,  or  impair  the  power 
of  this  united  kingdomj,  will  terminate  in  the 
disgrace  and  ruin  of.  those  by  whom  it  may  be 
lUade^  (M)d  that  my  people  vriU  fi^d  an  ample 


reward  for  all  their  sacrifices,  in  an  undisturbed 
enjoyment  of  that  freedom  and  security,  whicb^ 
by  their  patriotism  and  their  valour,  they  will 
have  preseh'ved  to  themselves  and  their  pos* 
terity." 

At  a  crisis  when  every  class  of  bis  majesty's 
sulgects  was  animated  to  the  highest  degree  by  a 
spirit  of  military  ardour ;  when  the  possessions 
of  the  crown,  and  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
people,  were  threatened  by  a  formidable  and  en- 
terprising invader ;  and  when  the  vfry  existence 
qf  the  country  was  thought  to  be  in  danger,  it 
could  not  be  imagined  that  the  heir  apparent  to 
the  throne  could  remain  in  a  state  of  inactivity; 
insensible  alike  to  the  calls  of  patriotism  and  of 
glory.  Feeliag  such  a  ^uatton  to  be  derogatory 
to  his  character  and  repugnant  to  his  duty,  as  the 
first  subject  of  Uie  realm,  bis  royal  highness 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  prime  minister,  urging^ 
upon  him  the  propriety  of  investing  him  with  an 
efficient  military  rank,  and  of  placing  him  in  a 
situation  where  his  example  might  contribute  to 
excite  the  loyal  energies  of  the  nation,  and  where 
his  partieipation  in  the  honours  and  dangers 
which  awsdted  the  brave  defenders  of  the  country, 
might  keep  those  energies  in  vigorous  activity. 
In  reply  to  this  application,  he  was  informed, 
^'  that  the  king's  opinion  being  fixed,  he  deaired 
that  no  furtlier  mention  shonld  be  madetobimon 
Uie  subject.*'  Tins  answer,  however,  was  consi- 
dered so  unsatisfactory  by  the  prince,  that  he 
addressed  to  his  royal  parent  the  following  letter : 


TO  THE  KING. 


«  Sw, 


'*  A  correspoadiuics  has  taken  jilace  between  Mr. 
Afldinjrton  and  myself,  on  a  sabject  which  deejply  invelvea 
■ay  honour  and  charaeter.  The  aaawer  which  I  have 
neoeiired  from  that  ^ntletnan,  and  the  coonnanicailion  wUch 
he  has  made  to  the  house  of  commons,  leave  me  no  hone 
but  in  an  appeal  to  the  justiee  of  your  majesty.  I  male 
that  appeal  wiih  oonfidenee,  becaoae  I  feel  Mt  van  aie  my 
natural  advocate,  and  with  the  sanguine  hope  that  theeais 
of  an  aifectionate  father  may  atUl  be  opened  to  the  sopphca** 
tiona  of  a  dutiful  sou. 

'*  1  ask  to  be  allowed  to  display  the  best  energies  of  my 


subjects  hare  been  called  on  ;  it  would;  therefore,  little 
become  me,  who  am  the  firsts  and  Who  stand  at  the  very 
foot-stool  of  the  tbroae,  to  remain  a  tame,  an  idle,  and  life  - 
lesa  spectator  of  the  mischiefs  wluch  threaten  ua,  nncoa- 
scioua  of  the  dangers  which  aurrouud  us,  and  indiffeeent  la 
the  consequences  which  may  follow. — Hanover  is  lost— 
England  is  menaced  with  invasion->-lrelAnd  is  in  rebellion—- 
Europe  is  at  the  foot  of  France.  .  At  such  a  moment,  the 
Frinee  of  Wales,  yielding  to  none  of  your  servants  in  zeal 
and  devotion — to  none  of  yoqr  subjects  in  duty — ^to  aoneof 
your  children  in  tenderness  and  affection^  presumes  to 
approach  you,  and  again  to  repeat  those  offers  whic^  be  has 
already  made  througlk  your  majesty^  ministers.  A  feelinic 
of  honest  ambition  ;  a  sense  of  what  I  owe  to  myself  an(t 
tfii  my  famUy  \  aa<C  shove  all^  the  Heap  oC  siokiDg  in  tbn 
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estimation  of  that  gallant  anny,  which  ma^  be  the  support 
of  yonr  majesty's  crown,  and  my  best  hope  hereafter,  com- 
mand me  to  peraerere,  and  to  assure  your  majesty,  witli 
all  hamility  and  respect,  that,  conscious  of  the  justice  of 
ray  claim,  no  human  power  can  ever  induce  tiae  to  relin- 
quish it. 

**  Allow  me  to  say,  sir,  that  I  am  bound  to  adopt  this 
line  of  conduct  by  erery  motive  dear  to  me  as  a  man,  and 
sacied  to  me  as  a  prince.  Ought  I  not  to  come  forward  in  a 
moment  of  uxexsmpled  difficultjr  and  danger  ?  Ought  I 
not  to  share  in  the  glory  of  fictory,  when  I  have  every 
thing  to  lose  by  defeat?  The  highest  places  in  your  majes* 
^'s  service  are  fiUed  by  the  younger  branches  of  the  royal 
family  ;  to  me  alone  no  place  is  assigned!  I  am  not  thought 
worthy  to  be  even  the  junior  major-general  of  your  army. 
If  I  could  submit  in  silence  to  such  indignities,  I  should, 
indeed,  deserve  such  treatment,  and  prove.-to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  your  enemies,  and  my  own,  that  I  am  entirely 
incapable  of  those  exertions,  which  my  birth  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times  peculiarly  call  for.  Standing  so 
near  the  throne,  when  I  am  debased,  the  cause  of  royalty 
is  wounded  ;  I  cannot  sink  in  public  opinion,  without  the  par- 
ticipation of  your  majesty  in  my  degradation.  Therefore 
every  motive  of  private  feeling,  and  of  public  duty,  indu<ie 
me  to  implore  your  majesty  to  review  your  decision,  and 
to  place  me  in  that  situation  which  my  oirth,  the  duties  of 
my  station,  the  example  of  my  predecessors,  and  the 
expectations  of  the  people  of  England,  catide  me  to 
claun. 

**  Should  I  be  disappointed  in  the  hope  I  have  formed, 
should  this  last  appeal  to  the  iustice  of  my  sovereign,  and 
the  affection  of  my  father,  fail  of  success,  I  shall  lament  in 
silent 'submission  bis  determination ;  but  Europe,  the  world, 
and  posterity,  must  judge  betweeh  us. 

'*  I  have  done  my  duty ;  my  conscience  acquits  me ; 
my  reason  tells  me  that  I  was  perfectly  justified  in  the 
request  Which  I  have  made,  because  no  reasonable  ai^u- 
ments  have  ever  been  adduced  in  answer  to  my  pretensions. 
The  precedents  in  our  history  are  in  my  favour  ;  but  if  they 
were  not,  the  times  in  which  we  live,  and  especially  the 
exigencies  of  the  present  moment,  require  us  to  become  an 
example  to  our  posterity. 

"  No  other  cause  of  refusal  has  or  can  be  assigned,  ex- 
cept that  it  was  the  will  of  your  majesty.  To.  that  will  and 
pleasure  I  bow  with  every  degree  of  humility  and  resigna- 
tion ;  but  I  can  never  cease  to  complain  of  the  severity 
which  has  been  exercised  against  me,  and  the  injustice 
which  I  have  suffered,  till  I  cease  to  exist.  I  have  the 
honour  to  subscribe  myself, 

'*  With  all  possible  devotion. 
Your  majesty's 
'*  Most  dutiful  and  affectionate 
*'  8f>n  and  subject, 
(Signed)  «  G.  P." 

^  Bri0hihelmstmuj  ^t^.  5lA,  180d." 


Amswer,  from  the  Kmo. 

"  Windior,  7th  Augwt, 
<'  Mr  Dear  Son, 
'*  Though  I  applaud  your  zeal  and  sfkirit,  of  which,  I 
trust,  no  one  can  suppose  any  of  my  itunily  wanting,  yet, 
considering  the  repeated  declarations  I  have  made  of  my 
determination  on  your  former  applications  to  the  same  pur* 
pose,  I  had  flattered  myself  to  nave  heard  no  farther  on  the 
subject.   Should  the  implacable  enemy  so  far  succeed  as  to 
land,  you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  shewing  your  zeal 
at  the  nead  of  your  regiment.     It  wiH  be  the  duty  of  every 
man  to  stand  forwsrd  on  such  an  occasion  :  and  I  shall  cer- 
tainly think  it  mine  to  set  an  example  in  defence  of  every 
thing  that  is  dear  to  me  and  my  people.  I  ever  remain,,  my 

dear  son,     „  your  most  affectionate  father, 

(Signed)  «  G.  R." 

The  prince,  in  an  animated^  but  dutiful 
reply  to  his  royal  parent,  said — ^^  Allow  me,  Sir, 
to  recall  to  your  recollection,  the  expressions 
you  were  graciously  pleased  to  use,  when  I  soli- 
cited a  forei^  service  upon  my  first  coming  into 
the  army.  They  were,  Sir,  that  your  migesty 
did  not  see  the  opportunity  for  it;  but  if  any 
thing  were  to  arise  at  home,  I  ought  to  be  '^  the 
first  and  foremost.'*    ^^  In  this/'  continues  the 

?rince,  **  I  agree  most  perfectly  with  your  majesty. 
ought  to  be  the  firnt  and  foremoit.      It  is   the 
place  which  my  birth  assigns  me — which  Europe 
— which  the  English  nation  expects  me  to  fill, 
and  which  the  former  assurances  of  your  majesty 
might  naturally  ha?e  led  me  to  hope  I  should 
oecupy.*'      Having   received   no   reply  to  this 
second  letter,  the  prince  repeated  his  applica* 
tion,  through  the  medium  of  his  royal  brother, 
the  Duke  of  York,  commander-in-chief  of  the 
British  army,  by  whom  he  was  informed,  ^^  that 
before  the  prince  was  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  10th  light  dragoons,  the  king  caused  it  to 
be  fully  explained  to  him  what  his  sentiments 
were  with  respect  to  a  Prince  of  Wales  entering 
into  the  army,    and  the  public  grounds  upon 
which  he  could  never  admit  of  the  prince  con* 
sidering  it  a  profession,  or  of  bis  being  promoted 
in  the  service.**     The  prince,  in  reply,  positively 
*^  denied  that  any  condition  or  stipulation  of  the 
nature  alluded  to  by  the  Duke  of  York,  had  been 
made  when  he  came  into  the  army.'*    However 
that  might  be,  the  resolution  to  withhold  from 
the  prince  all  military  promotion,  was  inflexibly 
adhered  to ;  and  his  royal  highness  was  doomed 
to  remain  in  his  comparatively  humble  station  ef 
colonel  of  a  regiment  of  horse. 
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CHAP.  I. 


SittuUion  cf  the  principal  Sidtes  of  Europe  at  the  Breakmg  out  of  thf  War— His  Majesty's 
Declaration — War  in  8i.  Domingo^^Cruelties  practised  in  that  Island  by  the  French — 6W- 
tical  Situation  of  the  lig>u'blican  Army— Death  of  General  Leckrc — Rochambeau  appointed 
Commander-in-Chief— Shut  up  in  Cape  Francois — Arrival  of  the  intelligence  of  the  renewal 
of  Hostilities  hetween  Great  Britain  and  France — Surrender  if  Rochambeau's  Army  to 
Comm&dofe  Loving — Itmtl  £xpulsion  of  the  French  Forces  from  St.  Dondngo^Proclamation 
of  the  Republic  cf  Hayti^^DessAUnes  appointed  Govemor^General  for  Life — Surrender  if 
the  French  and  Dutch  West  Indian  Colonies  to  the  EngHsh-^ French  Armament  dispatched 
to  the  East  Indies — French  Manifesty-^Lwasion  if  Hanover — Conquest  of  that  Electorate 
by  the  Arms  of  France — Preparations  for  the  Invasion  of  England — Arrest  if  English 
Trmellers  in  Fnsnee — Naval  E^entS'-^Overture  to  Louis  XVIIL  to  resign  his  Claim  to  the 
Throne  if  his  Ance$tor^^Refeeted. 


AFTER  the  •Djayment  of  a  year  of  nouunal 
peace,  two  of  the  first  states  of  Europe  once 
more  determined  to  appeal  to  the  decision  of 
the  sword.  Daring  the  interval  of  this  state  of 
feverish  tranquillity,  France  .had  ^iTcleuded  her 
power  and  inftuence  in  e^ery  direction.  The 
independence  and  freedom  of  Switxerland,  of 
Holland,  and  of  Italy,  although  guaranteed  by 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Luneville,  were 
disr^^rded  and  violated,  and  republican  France, 
though  so  lately  contending  £or  her  own  iade* 
pendenee,  did  0ot  hesitate  to  exercise  an  un- 
controlled dominion  over  those  countries^ 
^aio,  debased  by  superstition,  and  enervated 
hy  the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  had  sunk 
into  a  state  of  absolute  vsssalage.  Germany, 
weakened  by  the  defection  of  some  of  her  prin* 
eipal  stales,  was  no  logger  able  to.  oppose  the 
Aggrandicement  of  her  tocpowerful  neighbour. 
Prussia,  ever  gvasping  at  extension  of  dominion, 
was  wlHing  to  gratify  her  territorial  cupidity  at 
'the  expense  of  her  rank  among  the  states  of 
'JSurope,  and  tboogh  constantly  increasing  in 
strength,  she  was  evidently  declining  in  im- 
porlanee.  Sweden  and-  Denmark,  who  had  pre- 
served their  neutrality,  with  some  slight  inter- 
mission, while  the  rest  of  Europe  was  involved 
in  war,  had  no  disposition  to  relinquish  the  ad- 
'vaatBges  of  this  wise  and  pacific  policy  :  while 
^Russia,  governed  by  a  aaonarch  distinguished 
.  for  the  mildness  of  his  rule,  and  the  wisdom  of 


his  councils,  chose  rather  to  arbitrate  the  dif-  BOOK  III. 
ferences  of  others  than  to  become  a  party  in  . 

their  quarrels.  It  remained,  therefore,  for  Gr^at  Chap.  I. 
Britain,  **  single-handed"  and  unallied,  to  bear  ^*^'*v^"«-^ 
the  first  shock  of  that  war  which  bad  now  be-  ^^^ 
come  inevitable,  and  to  interpose  a  rampigrt 
between  military  France  and  universal  empire* 
Early  in  the  month  of  May,  his  Britamuc 
Majesty  published  a  declaration,  iu  which  he 
states,  ^^  that  his  earnest  endeavours  for  the  pre- 
servaUon  of  peace  having  failed  of  success,  he 
entertains  the  fullest  confidence  that  he  shall 
reoeive  the  same  support  from  his  parliament, 
and  that  the  same  zeal  and  spirit  will  be  mani- 
fested by  his  people,  which  be  has  experienced 
on  every  occasion  when  the  honour  of  his  crown 
has  been  attacked,  or  the  .essential  interests  of 
his  dominions  endangered.**  ^^  During  the  whole 
course  of  the  negociations  which  led  to  the  pre- 
liminary and  dennitive  treaties  of  peace  between 
his  mi^esty  and  the. French  republic,  it  was  his 
majesty*s  sincere  desire,**  says  the  declaration, 
**  not  only  to  put  an  end  to  the  hostilities  which 
subsisted  between  the  two  countries,  but  to  adopt 
such  measures,  and  to  concur  in  such  proposi- 
tions  as  might  efieotually  contribute  to  conso* 
lidale  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe ;  and 
the  same  motives  by  which  he  was  actuated 
during  the  negociations  for  peace,  have  since 
invariably  governed  his  conduct.*'  His  majesty 
then  proceeds  to  an  elaborate  enumeration  of  tho 
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BOOKIII.  acta  of  aggression  and  aggrandizement  prac- 

tised    by   the  French   goremment  during  the 

Chap.  I.  internal  of  peace ;  and  in  conclusion  remarks^ 
^""^^"^^^^^  that  "  it  13  impossible  to  reflect  on  these  different 
1803  proceedings,  and  the  course  which  the  French 
government  have  thought  proper  to  adopt  re- 
specting them,  without  the  thorough  conviction 
that  they  are  not  the  effect  of  accident,  but  that 
they  form  a  part  of  a  system  which  has  been 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  derrading,  vilifying, 
and  insulting  his  majesty  and  his  government. 
Under  these  insults  and  provocations,  his  ma- 
jesty, not  without  a  due  sense  of  his  dignity,  has 
proceeded,  with  every  degree  of  temper  and  mo- 
deration, to  obtain  satisfaction  and  redress,  while 
he  has  neglected  no  me^ns  consistent  with  his 
honour,  and  the  safety  of  his  dominions,  to  in- 
duce the  government  of  France  to. concede  to 
him,  what  is,  in  his  judgment,  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  the  future  tranquillity  of  Europe. 
But  though  the  provocations  which  his  majesty 
has  received  might  entitle  him  to  larger  claims 
than  those  which  tie  has  advanced,  yet,  anxious 
to  prevent  calamities  which  might  thus  be  ex- 
tended to  every  part  of  Europe,  he  is  stiU  willing, 
as  far  as  is  consistent  with  his  own  honour,  and 
the  interests  of  his  people,  to  afford  every  faci- 
lity to  anv  just  and  honourable  arrangement,  by 
which  sucii  evils  may  be  averted.  He  has,  there- 
fore, no  difficulty  in  declaring,  to  all  Europe, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  changes  which  have 
taken  place  since  the  treaty  of  peace,  notwith- 
standing the  extension  of  the  power  of  France, 
in  repugnance  to  that  treaty,  and  to  the  spirit  of 
peace  itself,  his  majesty  will  not  avail  himself  of 
these  circumstances,  to  demand  in  compensation 
all  that  he  is  intitled  to  require,  but  will  be 
ready  to  concur,  even  now,  m  an  arrangement, 
by  which  satisfaction  ^hall  be  given  to  him,  for 
the  indignities  which  have  been  offered  to  his 
crown,  and  to  his  people,  §nd  substantial  secu* 
rity  afforded  against  further  incroachments  on 
the  part  of  France.  His  msgesty  has  thus  dis- 
tinctly and  unreservedly  stated  the  reasons  of 
those  proceedings  to  which  he  has  found  him- 
self compelled  to  resort.  He  is  actuated  by  no 
disposition  to  interfere  in  the  internal  concerns 
of  any  6ther  state ;  by  no  projects  of  conquest 
and  aggrandizement^  but  solely  by  a  sense  of 
what  is  due  to  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the 
interests  of  his  people,  and  by  an  anxious  de- 
sire to  obstruct  the  further  progress  of  a  system, 
which,  if  not  resisted,  may  prove  fatal  to  every 
part  of  the  civilized  world." 

The  line  of  hostilities  which  each  nation 
v^ould  pursue  was  prescribed  by  their  relative 
situation ;  Great  Britain  being  mistress  of  the 
seas^  would  naturally  direct  her  principal  attack 


against  the  colonies,  ana  the  maritime  posses- 
sions of  her  enemy ;  while  France,  b^ing  equally 
powerful  at  land,  was  resolved  to  obstruct  and 
attack  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  in  Italy, 
in  Germany,  and  in  ev^y  other  part  of  the  con* 
tinent  where  her  armies  could  penetrate,  and 
at  the  same  time,  to  wrest  from  her  weaker 
neighbours  a  full  equivalent  for  any  colonial  loss 
she  might  experience  in  the  approaching  con- 
test. In  pursuance  of  the  different  systems  of 
vrarfare  which  each  nation  bad  adopted,  the 
British  government  dispatched  expeditions 
against  the-  Dutch  settlements  of  I>emer9ra, 
and  Issequibo,  and  the  French  islands  of  St. 
Lucia,  and  Tobago.  St  Domingo,  the  most 
valuable  colony  that  France  ever  possessed,  waa, 
in  the  mean  time,  wrested  from  her  by  the  black 
population,  assisted  by  a  British  squadron  ;  and 
in  the  East  Indies,  our  succsesses  over  the  na* 
tive  princes  were  brilliant,  glorious,  and  decbi?e. 

In  St.  Domingo,  an  isbtnd  which  had  shared 
more  largely  in  the  calamities  of  the  French 
revolution  than  any  other  spot  on  the  habitable 
globe,  the  want  of  good  niith  manifested  by 
the  French  general  towards  the  negro  chief, 
Toussaint  Louverture,  excited  general  distrust 
in  the  black  population,  and  the  decree  of  the 
French  legislative  body,  for  the  re-establisMaent 
of  slavery  in  all  the  French  colonies,*  lleter- 
mined  that  much-injured  people  to  declare  aa 
interminable  war  against  their  oppressors.  In 
pursbance  of  this  resolution,  Dessalines  and 
Christopbe  hastened  to  assume  the  command 
of  those  neffro  bands  who,  notwithstanding 
their  repeated  defeats,  still  continued  in  a  state 
of  hostihty  against  the  French  government ;  and 
at  the  moment  when  the  captain -general  of  the 
French  army  was  felicitating  himself  on  having 
restored  the  colony  to  a  state  of  subjection,  the 
flame  of  insurrection  again  burst  forth,  and 
spread  over  this  island  with  inconceivable  ra- 
pidity. The  French  troops,  no  longer  animated 
by  the  hopes  of  ultimate  success,  and  unaccus- 
tomed to  a  tropical  region,  soon  begdn  to  lose 
their  accustomed  vivacity,  and  at  several  of 
their  smaller  posts,  such  was  the  number  of  aick^ 
that  the  healthy  survivors  were  scarcely  suffi- 
cient to  attend  the  hospitals,  and  bury  theur  dead. 
The  commander-in-chief,  himself  scarcely  con- 
valescent, had  lost  the  best  officers  of  his  staff 
by  the  ravages  of  the  yellow  fever,  and  the 
troops  who  had  recently  arrived  from  the  mo- 
ther country,  finding  themselves  unequal  to  the 
service  to  which  thev  were  condemned,  sunk 
into  despondency,  and  soon  followed  their  pre^ 
decessors  to  the  grave. 

Early   in   the    month    of  October,    tW^, 
General    Leclerc,   finding  his  situation' critical 


*  See  Book  II.  Cbap.  XXil.  Page  383. 
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in  the  emtremev  dispatAed  an  Mde-de-eamp  to 
Paris  for  instntekiiiBs  and  adrioe  from  the  first 
eoBSul,  but  in  the  mean  timoy  he  ooniiattod  to 
pursue  bis  sanguinary  system  with  undiminished 
rigour,  and  exoitad  in  the  minds  of  the  black 
population -an  inextinguishable  hatred  against 
the  French  name.  Among  the  new  diiefii  which 
arose  in  the  interior  at  the  island  was  a  forr 
midable  leader,  named .  Sana  Souchi^  of  the 
Cango  tribe.  Another  chief,  of  the  name  of 
Charles  Bellair,  who  bad  distinguished  himself 
in  his  attacks  upon  the  ioTaders,  was  taken  in 
battle,  and  put  to  death,  in  the  presence  of  his 
wife,  with  tortures  truly  demoniacal.  But  k  was 
not  merely  the  Uack  cbitffe  wilii  whmn  the 
French  had  to  contend,  one  of  their  own  gene* 
rals,  Dogua,  chief  of  the  staff,  shocked  with  the 
cruelties  perpetrated  by  his  countrymen,  deter- 
mined to  leave  the  French  army,  and  to  co«> 
operate  with  their  enemies,  but  being  discoTored 
in  the  act  of  making  preparations  for  this  par- 
pose,  he  was  sentenced  to  death,  and  only  escaped 
the  &te  that  awaited  him  by  becoming  his  own 
executioner.  To  crash  the  insurrectionary  spirit 
which  penraded  every  part  of  the  colony,  the 
usual  calamities  of  war  were,  aggravated  by  the 
most  savage  barbarities.  Immense  numbers  of 
blacks  were  drowned  in  the  sea,  or  suffocated, 
by  order  of  the  French,  in  the  holds  of  ships, 
appointed  to  the  eaecution  of  this  diabolical 
service.  In  one  instance,  six  hundred  of  these 
uujbrtunate  men  were  surrounded  by  a  French 
force,  and  punished,  for  some  resistance,  by  being 
all  butchered  npon  the  spot.  Such  was  the  ex* 
cessive  slaughter  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Cape, 
that  the  air  became  tainted  by  the  putrefoction 
of  dead  bodies,  and  pr.oduced  a  pestilential  dis- 
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ease,  which  avaiged  on  the  French  army  these  BOOK  III, 
horrible  massacres.  The  work  of  destnietioa 
however  still  proceeded,  and  the  French  com- 
manders, instead  of  relaxing  their  crudties, 
added  to  their  enormity,  and  sought  to  supply 
the  diminisbed  numbers  of  human  executioners 
by  the  use  of  blood-hounds,^  which  traced  the 
oofortanate  victims  of  European  cruelty  to  the 
reeesses  where  their  employers  could  not  pene- 
trate. A  considerable  number  of  blacks,  vrho 
bad  been  hunted  down  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Fort  Repnblican,  were  hurried  on  board  the 
ships  at  anchor  in  the  bay,  and  thus  freighted, 
this  dishonoured  navy  stood  out  from  the  shore 
under  cover  of  the  night,  when  the  unresisting 
victims  were  plunged  dive  into  the  sea,  in  such 
numbers,  that  at  l^gth  the  tide,  as  if  the  ocean 
would  no  longer  conceal  the  deed  of  bloody 
brought  their  bodies  to  the  shore,  and  rolled  them 
on  the  beach. 

By  the  middle  of  October,  Fort  Dauphin, 
Port^au-Paix,  and  several  other  important  set- 
tlements, were  completely  lost  to  the  French ; 
towards  the  end  of  the  same  month  the  general- 
in-ehief,  whose  health  had  been  long  impaired, 
sunk  under  the  mephetio  atmosphere  by  which 
he  was  surrounded,  and  died  on  the  night  of 
the  1st  of  November,  after  giving  some  direc* 
tions  for  the  future  government  of  the  island.f 

On  the  death  of  General  Leclero  the  com- 
mand of  the  French  army  devolved  upon  €ki-^ 
iieral  Rochambeau,  who  pursued  the  same  4M>urse 
of  cruelty  and  blood  that  had  been  marked  out 
by  his  predeoessor.  The  first  engagement  of  im- 
portance that  took  place  after  tfie  appointment 
of  the  new  general  was  fought  on  the  parched 
plains  of  St.  Nichola  Mole,  and  issued  in  the 


*  These  animals,  which  are  broag^ht  from  the  island  of  Cuba,  are  generally  employed  by  the  fihuuiiardt. 
In  the  pursuit  of  wild  bullocks ;  and  the  great  use  of  the  dog  is  to  drive  the  cattle  from  the  heights  and  reoesies 
in  the  mountainoas  parts  of  the  country,  which  are  least  accessible  to  the  hunters.  Though  these  dogs  are  not 
in  general  larger  than  the  shepherds*  dogsi  in  Great  Britain,  (which  in  truth  they  much  resemMe)  yet  when  they 
wet^  introduced  into  Jamaica,  as  the  auxiliaries  of  the  general  assembly,  in  the  Maroon  war,  in  the  year  1705, 
they  were  represented  as  equal  to  the  mastUT  in  bulk,  to  the  biril-dog  in  courage,  to  the  Mood-hound  in  scent, 
and  to  the  grey -hound  in  agility,  and  the  impression  made  on  the  uiind  of  the  negroes  by  these  canine  warriors 
was  equally  surprising  and  unexpected.— J^ryan  Edwards. 

t  GHAaLSs  Emavubl  Leclbrc  d^Ostin,  a  soldier  of  fortune,  entered  on  the  career  of  arms  at  an  early 
age,  and  distinguished  himself  at  Toulon,*  in  Germany)  and  in  Italy.  After  the  peace  of  Campo  Formio,  he  ac- 
companied the  French  expedition  to  Bgypt,  and  on  bis  return  to  Fransa  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  revs* 
lution  of  the  ISih  Bruroaire,  on  which  occasion  ha  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  a  corps  of  grenadiers,  and 
advancing  upon  the  refractory  deputies,  expelled  them  from  the  halL  General  Lederc  was  af^rwards  intrusted 
with  the  command  of  the  French  army  which  marched  through  Spain  to  subdue  Portugal ;  and  on  the  return 
of  peace  he  obtained  the  appointiueot  of  captain-general  of  the  army  of  St.  Domingo.  While  engaged  in  this 
seryice,  he  tarnished  his  former  laurels  by  acts  of  excessire  cruelty,  and  fell  a  victim  to  a  disease  produced 
by  the  atrocities  of  the  army  under  his  command.  After  his  death,  his  body  was  conveyed  to  France,  and  in- 
terred with  funereal  honours  in  his  estate  at  Montgubert.  His  wife,  Pauline  Bonaparte,  the  eldest  sister  of  the 
first  consul,  who  had  attended  her  husband  ^on  the  expetiition  to  St.  Domingo,  accompanied  his  corpse  on  its 
return  to  Europe  from  the  aceldama  of  Hispanioia,  and  the  first  consul  and  his*  court  put  on  mourning  for  the 
death  of  the  deceased  general. 
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BOOK  III.  defeat  of  the  French  amy.      About  the  sama. 

■  period  Fort  Daaphin  surreadered  to  the  arms  of 

S^'  ''    France  after  a  gallant  resistance  to  (he  combined 

^^TT?^  attacks  of  the  fleet  and  army    uader  Creneral 

loOS      Clausel.      But  notwithstanding  this    transient 

success,  the  continual  diminution  of  the  French 

army,  and  the  daily  increasing  strength  of  the 

enemy  clearly  announced  that  the  period  of  their 

final  expulsion    from  the  island  was  fast   ap* 

proacbing. 

The  beginning  of  the  year  1803  was  marked 
by  a  cessation  from  active  hostilityi  but  there  was 
no  pause  in  the  progress  of  disease,  nor  any  relax- 
ation in  that  system  of  sanguinary  policy,  whidi 
seemed  to  have  for  its  object  the  extermination  of 
a  race  of  men,  rendered  cruel  and  ferocious  by 
the  joint  operation  of  slavery  and  oppression. 
While  the  French  army  remained  in  a  state  of 
inactivitjy,  waiting  the  arrival  of  reinforcements. 
General  D^ssalines,  the  commander-in-chief  of 
the  black  forces,  was  indefatigable  in  his  exer- 
tions to  repair  the  losses  he  had -sustained  during 
the  late  campaign,  and  was  soon  in  a  situation  to 
commeuee  offensive  operations.  Several  skir- 
mishes accordingly  took  place,  early  in  the  year,  in 
the  vicinitv  of  Acul,  snd  it  was  at  .length  de- 
termined by  the  French  chief,  onoe  more  to 
hazard  a  general  action.  The  battle  was  i>egun 
hy  the  French  general,  who  attacked  his  sable 
adversary  with  so  much  impetuosity  as  to  oblige 
him  to  retreat  with  precipitation  over  the  Mornes-; 
but  in  eflRacting  this  operation,  the  French  line 
was  weakened,  and  the.  negro  general  taking 
advantage  of  this  error,  rallied  his  forces,  and 
repulsed  the  French  with  considerable  loss.  In 
the  moment  of  success,  General  Rochambeau 
had  secured  a  number  of  prisoners,  and  such  was 
the  thirst  for  blood,  that  notwithstanding  the 
terrible  retaliation  which  they  knew  must  await 
their  own  countrymen,  the  black  prisoners  were 
led  out  on  the  plain,  and  put  to  death  in  cold 
blood.  This  murderous  deed  was  executed  with 
80  much  precipitation,  that  many  of  the  unhappy 
^ictiuis  were,  left  half-dead,  in  a  mutilated  state, 
and  their  moans  and  shrieks  were  heard  through-^ 
out  the  whole  night,  in  the  camp  of  the  exasper- 
ated enemy.  The  negro  chief,  though  he  had 
hitherto  acted  upon  the  humane  maxim  of  Tons** 
saint,  which  forbad  all  retaliation,  was  now 
irritated  to  an  act  of  terrible  revenge,  and 
ordering  a  number  of  gibbets  to  be  erected,  he 
selected  out  all  the  French  officers  who  had 
fallen  into  his  hands,  and  suspended  them  in 
every  direction,  in  sight  of  the  French  army. 
The  blacks,  in  the  mean  time,  rendered  desperate 
by  these  dreadful  massacres,  sallied  out  of  their 
iptrenchments,  with  irresistible  impetuosity, 
and  obliged  their  European .  adversaries  to  seek 
their  safety  under  the  walls  of  Cape  Francois. 
Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  in  St.  Domingo, 


when  intelligence  arrived  tit  tiiat  island  of  the 
renevral  of  hostilities  between  Great  Britain  and 
France.  This  unexpected  event  rendered  the 
situation  of  the  French  army  critical  in  the 
extreme ;  and  the  commander-in-chief,  appre- 
hending a  scarcity  of  provisions,  published  a 
proclamation,  allovring  the  free  importation  of 
all  the  necessaries  of  life  into  the  stations  occu- 
pied by  the  Fraaich  army,  but  at  the  same  time 
declared  all  the  other  parts  of  the  island  in  a 
atate  of  siege. 

The  French  head-quarters  were  now  estab- 
lished at  the  Oape,  and  the  negro  chief  had  taken 
such  effectual  measures  to  curtail  their  boundaries, 
that  they  were  in  effect  circumscribed  within  the 
narrow  limits  of  two  miles  round  that  station. 
From  this  period  the  affairs  of  France  in  the 
island  of  St.  Domingo  became  desperate,  and 
the  commander-in-chief,  relinquishing  all  hopes 
of  conquest,  began  to  address  himself  to  the 
fortification  of  the  city  of  the  Cape.  In  a  dis- 
patch, written  from  this  place,  and  dated  the 
29th  of  October,  1803,  he  observes,  <'  There  is 
still  some  merit  in  defending  a  ravi^d  colony 
against  a  civil  war  on  one  side,  and  a  foreign 
enemy  on  the  other.*' '  But  even  this  melandioly 
consolation  was  not  long  granted  to  him,  for 
being  menaced  by  a  negro  army  by  land,  and 
strictly  blockaded  ny  a  British  naval  lorce  on  the 
side  of  the  ocean,  his  sup[dies  were  entirely  cut 
off,,  and  the  troops  in  the  garrison,  sinking  under 
the  accumulated  pressure  of  pestilence  and 
famine,  virere  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  feeding 
on  those  very  blood- hounds  which  they  had  them- 
selves satiated  vrith  human  flesh. 

The  French  general,  finding  his  position  no 
longer  tenable,  concluded,  a  capitulation  with  the 
British  commodore,  on  the  30th  of  November^ 
by  which  it  was  agreed,  that  the  French  officers 
and  troops,  amounting  to  about  eight  thousand, 
should  oe  sent  to  Jamaica  as  prisoners  of  war, 
and  their  sick  to  France  and  America,  in  British 
transports  provided  for  that  purpose.  No  sooner 
was  this  capitulation  executed,  than  Captain 
Bligh  was  dispatched  to  General  Dessalines,  to 
apprise  him  that  all  the  French  ships  and  vessels 
in  the  port  had  surrendered  to  the  British  flag ; 
but  notwithstanding  this  intimation,  it  was  with 
the  greatest  difficulty  that  the  blacks  conld  be 
prevented  from  firing  red-hot  balls  into  the  ships 
in  which  the  French  troops  had  embarked,  and 
revenging  their  accumulated  wrongs  by  sending 
them  all  to  the  bottom  of  <he  bay.  The  first 
instant  the  land  breeze  enabled  them  to  sail,  all 
the  French  ships  came  out  of  the  harbour,  and 
hauled  down  their  colours.  In  sailing  out  of  the 
bay,  the  Clorinde,  a  larse  frigate  of  thirty-eight 
guns,  unfortunately  took  the  ground,  and  was 
obliged  to  throw  most  of  her  guns  overboard,^ 
but  from  the  indefatigable  exertions  and  profea^ 


OF  THE    FRENCH   REVOLUTION. 


421 


i 

t 

\i 
si 

!• 

\^ 
i 

li 

I 
i 


sional  abilities  of  Lieateaant  Willoughby,  she 
uras  at  length  got  aioat  without  sastaining  any 
material  damage. 

Commodore  Loving,  after  seeing  the  prizes, 
vrhich  consisted  of  three  frigates  and  seventeen 
merchantmen,  properly  secured,  bore  away  for 
the  Mole,  and  on  the  2d  of  December  summoned 
the  general  of  brigade  to  surrender.     NoaiUes, 
the  French  commander  in  that  place,  replied,  that 
the  garrison  was  provisioned  for  five  months, 
and  that  he  should  not  listen  to  any  proposals 
for  capitulation.     On  receiving  this  answer  to 
his  summons,  the  British  commodore  judged  it 
advisable  to  steer  for  Jamaica  with  his  prizes, 
for  the  purpose  of  landing  his  prisoners  and  re^ 
plenishing  his  stock  of  provisions,  leaving  the 
Pique  to  continue  the  blockade  in  bis  absence. 
The  French  general,  apprehensive  of  the  return 
of  the  British  squadron,  took  the  opportunity 
to  evacaate  the  fort  the  same  night,  and  em- 
barked his  garrison  on  board  six  vessels  which 
were  at  that  time  lying  in  the  harbour ;  but  by 
the  vigilance  of  the  Pique,  five  out  of  the  six 
vessels  were    taken,   and  that    only  in   which 
NoaUles    himself    was    embarked     effected    its 
escape.      Previously  to  the   evacuation   of  the 
Mole,   Fort   Dauphin    had   surrendered  to  the 
Theseus,  and  Fort  Marie  to  the  Vanguard,  the 
wretched  garrisons  considering  themselves  for- 
tunate  in    being    rescued    from    the   fate  that 
awaited  them,  from  the  hands  of  the  infuriated 
blacks,   in  whose   minds   revenge  against  their 
oppressors  bad  extinguished  every  spark  of  pity 
and  humanity.      The  humane  exertion«t  of  the 
British  commanders  on  this  station  reflected  the 
highest  honour  upon  the  national  character,  and 
served  to  dispel  the    horrible  gloom  in  which 
the  devoted  iMand  of  St.  Domingo  had  so  long 
been  enveloped. 

This  signal  and  complete  failure  of  the 
French  expedition  against  8t.  Domingo  is  not 
to  be  attributed  to  any  deficiency  in  military 
means,  or  to  any  want  of  skill  and  perseverance 
in  the  French  troops,  but  to  a  sanguinary  and 
vicious  policy,  which  at  first  sunk  the  black 
popalation  into  despair,  and  then  called  forth 
on  their  part  exertions  and  a  constancy  in  suffer- 
ing almost  supernatural.  Among  the  first  steps 
in  this  career  of  error,  was  the  bad  faith  prac* 
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tised  towards  Toussaint  Louverture,  and  the  BOOK  III. 
atrocities  which  afterwards  followed  served  to  ' 
confirm  a  resolution  taken  by  the  inhabitants, 
*'  to  renounce  France  for  ever ;  to  die  rather 
than  Kve  under  her  dominion  ;  and  to  fight  to 
the  last  breath  for  independence."*  The  evacu- 
ation of  the  island  b;  the  French  troops  left  the 
negroes  in  the  undisputed  possession  of  what  is 
called  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo,  and 
their  first  measure  was  to  proclaim  themselves 
an  independent  state,  under  the  designation  of 
"  The  republic  of  Hayti."  At  the  head  of  this  re- 
public was  placed  the  negro  General  Dessalines, 
to  whose  hands  was  committed  the  sovereign 
prerogative  of  making  peace  and  declaring  war, 
and  whose  privilege  it  was  to  be  invested  with 
the  right  of  naming  his  successor.f  Although 
the  French  republic  still  retained  possession  of 
the  city  df  St.  Domingo,  in  that  part  of  the 
island  which  formerly  belonged  to  Spain,  yet 
the  total  surrender  of  the  northern  psHt  of  the 
island  to  a  race  of  African  governors,  possessed 
of  European  tactics,  and  enjoying  a  knowledge 
of  those  arts  of  civilized  life  which  never  visited 
their  native  deserts,  form  a  most  important  epoch 
in  the  annals  of  Hispaniola,  and  seemed  calculated 
to  produce  consequences  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance to  Europe,  and  to  (he  human   race. 

In  addition  to  the  loss  of  St.  Domingo,  the 
most  valuable  of  all  the  colonial  possessions  of 
France,  the  islands  of  St.  Lucia  and  Tobago 
once  more  fell  into  the  liands  of  Great  Britain. 
Immediatelv  on  the  arrival  of  the  intelligence  of 
the  renewal  of  the  war  between  England  and 
France,  an  expedition  sailed  from  Barbadoes, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-general  Grin- 
fiehd,  and  Commodore  Hood,  .  and  arrived  at 
day-break  on  the  21  st  of  June  at  St  Lucia. 
In  the  course  of  the  day  the  troops  effected  a 
landing  near  the  town  of  Castries,  and  after 
taking  that  place,  summoned  the  French  general 
Nogues  to  surrender  at  discretion.  With  this 
summons  the  enemy  refused  to  comply,  and  the 
next  morning  at  four  o'clock  an  assault  was 
made  upon  Fort  Morne  Fortun6e,  which  was 
carried  in  the  most  gallant  manner  with  a  com- 
paratively small  loss.  The  number  of  French 
prisoners  made  in  the  garrison  amounted  to  six 
hundred  and  forty,  and  the  whole   island  sub--. 


*  ProclamatioD  of  the  Army  of  St.  Domingo,  signeil  Dessalinbs. 

+  "  LIBERTY  OR  DEATH  V* 
'*  We,  generals  and  chiefs  of  the  army  of  Hayti,  penetrated  with  gratitude  for  the  benefits  we  have, 
received  from  the  general- in*chief,  J.  Jacques  Dessalines,  the  protector  of  the  liberty  wliich  the  people  enjoy,  in 
the  name  of  liberty,  in  tlM  name  of  independence,  in  the  name  of  the  people  he  has  made  happy,  we  proclaim 
him  goyerDor-general  for  life  of  Hayti.  We  swear  to  submit  implicitly  to  the  laws  emanating  from  bis  aulhority. 
\t e  g^Te  to  him  the  right  to  make  peace  and  war,  and  to. name  his  successor. 

*'  Done  at  head -quarters,  Gonaives,  the  1st  of  January,   1804, 
'*  and  the  first  «lay  of  the  Independence  of  Hayti. 

(Signed)  ««  CHRISTOPHE,  5cr." 
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BOOK II I.  mitted  to  the  authorities  appointed  by  the  British 

— — commanders  without  further  resistance! 

Chat.  I.  General  Grinfield,  pursuing  his  victorious 

career,  next  ssuled  for  the  island  of  Toha^o,  oa 
the  25th  of  June,  and  on  the  1st  of  July,  that 
settlement  surrendered  to  the  British  force,  on 
condition  of  the  garrison  being  sent  over  to 
France  at  the  expense  of  the  English  government. 
In  addition  to  these  French  settlements,  the 
Dutch  colonies  of  Esse<inibo,  Demerara,  aad 
Berbice,  fell  successively  into  the  hands  of  the 
English,  under  the  same  successful  and  mern 
torious  commanders ;  and  in  the  course  of  the 
present  year,  the  islands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Mi- 
quelou,  near  the  coast  of  Newfoundland,  con- 
tributed to  swell  the  numerous  and  important 
colonial  conquests  of  Great  Britain.* 

France,  well  aware  of  the  precarious  tenure 
by  which  «he  held  her  colonies  in  the  west,  deter- 
mined, if  possible,  to  secure  her  dominions  in  the 
east,  and  with  this  view  an  armament  was  fitted 
out  at  Brest,  consisting  of  a  strong  naval  force 
vnder  the  command  of  Admiral  Linois,  and  on 
board  of  which  were  placed  six.  thousand  French 
trooDS.  This  expedition  sailed  soon  after  the 
breaKing  out  of  the  war,  with  orders  to  touoh  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  to  place  that  colony 
in  such  a  state  of  defence  as  to  be  enabled  to 
resist  any  attack  that  might  be  made  upon  it  by 
the  English.  In  Europe  also,  the  French  armies 
were  immediately  put  in  motion,  and  the  consular 
government,  anxious  to  justify  their  conduct  to 
the  French  nation  and  to  Europe,  published  a 
declaration,  dated  the  20th  of  May,  on  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  recall  of  their  ambassador  from 
London  and  the  renewal  of  the  war  vnth  Ghreat 
Britain.    la  this  state  paper  it  is  said,  ^^  that  the 


£  resent  age  and  pMleriiy  vrill  see  all  that  has 
een  done  by  France,  to  pui  an  end  to  the 
calamities  of  war,  and  with  what  moderatioiL  and 
patience  she  has  laboured  to  prereat  their 
return ;''  ^^  but  nothing/'  continues  this  docu- 
ment, *^  has  been  able  to  interrupt  the  course  of 
the  projects  formed  to  enkindle  discord  between 
the  two  nations.  The  treaty  of  Amiens  had  been 
negoeiated  amidst  the  clamours  of  a  party  in 
England,  hostile  to  peace,  and  scarcely  was  it 
ooneluded,  when  it  was  the  object  of  the  bitterest 
censure.  Soon  after  alarms  were  disseminated  in 
that  country ;  dangers  were  pretended,  on  which 
was  established  the  necessity  of  such  a  peace  estab- 
lishment, as  lo  be  a  permanent  signal  of  new  hosti- 
lities. '  At  length,  an  nnex^cted  message,  all  at 
once,  terrifies  England  with  imaginary  arma- 
ments 44  France  and  Batavia ;  she  supposes  the 
existeooe  of  important  disoossions,  whidi  divided 
the  two  governments,  while  no  soch  discussion 
was  known  to  the  Frendi  government.  Imme- 
diately formidable  armaments  take  place  on  the 
coast*  and  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain ;  the 
sea  is  covered  withhef  ships  of  war ;  and  it  is  in 
the  midst  of  these  preparations  that  tho  cabinet 
of  I^oodon  demands  of  France,  the  abrogation 
of  a  fundamental  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 
In  vain  did  France  consent  to  sbnt  her  eyes 
to  the  actual  non-execution  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  from  which  England  pretended  to  retease 
h^'S^;  in  vain  was  she  wilfang  to  delay  taking 
a  definitive  resolution,  untQ  Spain  and  Batavia, 
both  of  them  contracting  parties,  could  have 
manifested  their  disposition  In  vain,  in  short, 
did  she  propose  to  request  the  mediation  of  the 
powers  which  had  been  invited  to  guarantee, 
and  who  in  effect  did  guarantee  the  stipulation 


*  POPULATION  of  the   French  and  Britifh  West  Iixiia  Ishuidt. 


FRENCH. 

The  following  afloount  of  the  white  inhnfaitantM,  free  iHgnes*  end 
davee,  in  the  French  Wert  Indifla»  magr  urn  to  gatify  oamh 
shy.  It  is  taken  fitom  ihe  authoiitj  of  Moul  Neeker;  but 
Mr.  Biyan  Edwaids  siqypoees  that  the  n«gro  slaves  wese  nearlf 
doaUe  the  number  here  stated  at  the  conuBrnoemcnt  of  the 
PieDcfa  nTfAadoDacry  wars  in  1792 :~ 


Whites. 

St.  Domingo,  tn  1779  ...92,660 

Martinioo,  in  1776 11,619 

Gnadalonpe,  in  1779 13,261 

^.  Lacia,iQ  1776 2,397 

Tobago,  (suppow  the8hine)2,a07 
Cayenne,  in  1780 1,868 

63,682 


Free  BbiFks, 

BlftTCf. 

7,065 

240,008 

2,892 

71,268 

1,382 

85,327 

1,060 

10,7«S 

1,060 

10,752 

10,539 

13,429 


437,736 


ENGLISH^ 

TIm   popobtion  retnzas  of  the  British  West  Tnfia  Islands  rest  oa 

the  maAmhj  of  Bqfan  Edwards,  as  staled  in  lua  historjr  pub* 

hdied  in  ^793  ^— 

'     Wbttet.  Bi«ciu. 

Jamaica    30,000  250,000 

BaAadow 16,167  62;lld 

Ck^mula   * i,000  23,926 

St.  Vinflent  ^ 1,460  11,853 

Dominica 1,236  14,967 

Antigrmi 2,690  37,808 

Montaerrat   1,300  10,000 

Nevis 1,000  8,420 

St  Christopher 1,900  20,435 

Virgin  Isles 1,900  9,000 

Bahamas ...- ••^.^.•.« 2,000  2,241 

Benniidas......« , 5,462  4,919 

65,305  455,684 
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required  to  be  abrogated.  Every  oropositioa 
was  rejected,  and  the  demands  of  ^ndand 
became  more  imperious  and  more  absolute/^ 
But  ^^  it  was  not,"  coutinues  the  declaration, 
*^  in  the  principles  of  the  French  government  to 

Jield  to  menaces ;  it  was  not  in  their  power  to 
end  the  majesty  of  the  French  people  to  laws 
prescribed  to  them  with  forms  so  haughtv  and  so 
new..  The  government  stopped  at  the  limit 
traced  out  by  its  principles  and  its  duties.  The 
negociation  is  interrupted,  and  we  are  ready  to 
fight,  if  we  be  attacked.  We  shall,  at  least, 
fight  to  maintain  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  for 
the  honour  of  the  French  name ;  and  the  result  of 
this  contest  will  be  such  as  we  have  a  right  to 
expect  from  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  the 
courage  of  our  warriors." 

This  declaration  was  no  sooner  promulgated 
than  all  the  French  armies  were  put  in  motion. 
The  army  of  Italy  was  strongly  reinforced,  and 
pushed  forward  a  large  detacl^ent  upon  Taren- 
turn,  and  the  other  strong  posts  on  the  Adriatic 
sea.  While  the  French  general,  charged  with 
the  execution  of  these  movements,  published  a 
proclamation,  maintaining  the  necessity  of  France 
occupying  these  important  positions,  so  long  as 
j^ngland,  in  contravention  of  the  treaty  of 
An^M^hs,  retained  possession  of  Malta. 

On  the  side  of  Germany  the  French  armies 
were  no  less  active,       During  the  protracted 
period  of  the  negociation,  a  considerable  French 
army   was  assembled  in  Holland,   and  on  the 
firontiers  of  Hanover ;  and  no  sooner  had  his 
majesty's  declaration  of  wai*  beep  laid  before  the 
lBriti«h    parliament,   than  the  French  general, 
Mortier,  advancing  from  his  head- quarters  at 
Coeverden,  summoned  the  Hanoverian  electorate 
to  surrender  to  the  republican  army.     In  the 
attack  on  Hanover,  Bonaparte  formally  professed 
that  he  should  occupy  that  country  merely  as  a 
pledge  for  the  restoration  of  Malta,  and  endea^ 
Toured  to  cover  this  flagrant  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution   and    independence    of  the    Germanic 
empire,  by  assertine^,  that  it  was  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  compelling  the  King  of  England  to 
maintaiu  the  peace  of  Amiens,  that  he  ordered 
his  army  to  occupy  that  portion  of  Germany,  in 
which  the  present  reigning  family  of  England 
were  peculiarly   interested.       Although  it  was 
impossible  that  the  electorate  could  oppose  any 
effectual    stand  against  the  immense  power  of 
France,  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  was  sent  over 
from  England,  as  commander-in-chief  in  that 
country,    and  proclamations  were  published  in 
the  name  of  bis  royal  highness,    and  on   the 
authority  of  the  Hanoverian  government,  calling 
upon  all  the  inhabitants,  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
to  rally   round  the  standard  of  their    country. 
But  these  proclamations,  although  accompanied 
"^y  a  solemn  pledge  on  the  part  of  the  Duke  to 
(No.  80.) 


share  all  their  dangers,  produced  no  important  BOOKIIP. 
effect  upon  the  people,  who  seemed  more  dis-  ■ 
posed  to  listen  to  the  warning  voice  of  the  French  ^^'}\ 
general,  than  to  the  patriotic  calls  of  a  British  ^^[^^^ 
prince.    On  the  26th  of  Ma^,  the  invading  army  '  *^^ 
entered  the  town  of  Bentheim,  where  the  Hano- 
yerian  garrison,   consisting   of  an  officer   and 
thirty-six  men,  surrendered  themselves  prisoners 
of  war.    Two  days  after  this,  the  French  force 

{>assed  the  river  Ems,  at  Mippen,  and  the  foll- 
owing day,    a  body  of  ten    thousand   French 
troops  entered  the  principality  of  Osnaburgh, 
which    had   been   previously    evacuated  by  the 
Hanoverians.      General  Walmoden,   to   whom 
the    command   of  the   Hanoverian   troops  was 
intrusted,  having  collected  an  army  of  eighteen 
thousand  regulars,  now  determined  to  make  a 
stand  in  his  position,  on  the  Hunte ;  expecting, 
in  the  mean  time,  to  receive  considerable  assist- 
ance from  General  Hammerstein,  who  occupied 
the  town  of  Diepholtz,  with  a  formidable  force 
of  infantry,  cavalry,    and  artillery.      After  the 
necessary    preparations,    a   division  of  French 
infantry,  under  the  command  of  General  Schiner, 
and  another  of  cavalry,  led  by  General  Nansouty, 
advancing  to  the  Hunte,  forced  the  passage  of 
that  river,  and  directed  their  march  to  Sublingen, 
with  a  view  to  cutting  off  whatever  force,  might 
be  stationed  between  that  town  and  DiephoUa;. 
This   manoeuvre  so  far  succeeded  as  to  oblige 
General  Hammerstein  to  retreat  during  the  night, 
and  to  take  up  bis  station  at  Borstoen.     On  the 
1st  of  June,  a  smart  skirmish  took  place  between 
the   Hanoverian    rear- guard,    and  the  French 
advanced  pickets,  which  was  succeeded  on  the 
2d  by  a  severe  cannonade,    on  the  part  of  the 
electoral  troops ;  but  General  Drouet,  advancing 
with  a  charge  of  cavalry,  obliged  them  to  retire. 
The   Weser   was   now  the  last  line  of  defence 
for   the   Hanoverian    army,   and  the  banks  of 
that  river  were  strongly  planted  with  artilleij ; 
but  at  the  moment  when  General  Mortier  had 
advanced    into    the    vicinity   of   the    town    of 
Nieubourg,   the   head- quarters  of  the  Hanove- 
rians, a  deputation .  arrived   from  tbe  civil  and 
military  authorities  of  Hanover,  intreating  him 
to  suspend  his  march,      With    this   request  he 
consented    to   comply,     on   condition   that   the 
invaders  should  be  put  in  possession  of  all  the 
fortresses   in  the  electorate,   together    with  the 
arms,  artillery,   and  ammunition  of  the  enemy. 
It  was  further  stipulated   by   this    convention, 
which  was  signed  at  Sublingen,  that  the  Hano- 
yerian    army    should  retire  behind    the   Elbe, 
and   engage   not  to   serve  against  France,  or 
her  allies,   during   the  war,   or  until  regularly 
exchanged.    On   tlie   5th  of  June,  the  French 
advanced  without  further  molestation,  and  took 
possession  of  the  city  of  Hanover,  where  they 
found   a   prodigious  quantity   of  artillery  anj} 
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BOOK  in.  ammunttion.  Besides  the  absoTate  ralue  of  the 
electorate  as  a  conquest,  which  eaabled  the  enemy 
to  remottot  tiieir  caTahry,  and  recrait  their 
drooping  finances,  they  were  now  masters  of  the 
naTifi^atioD  of  the  Elbe  and  the  Weser,  and  as 
bad  been  foreseen,  they  hastened  to  improve  this 
circumstance  to  their  own  advantage,  and  to  the 
annoyance  of  their  adversary.  Being  now  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  commeroial 
Hanse  towns  of  Hamburgh  and  Bremen,  the 
French  generals  were  enabled  to  lety  consider- 
aMe  snms  of  money  on  those  opulent  cities, 
under  the  shape  of  loans  ;  and  while  the  conti- 
nental powers  patiently  submitted  to  this  outrage- 
ous Yiolation  of  the  German  empire,  no  prospect 
E resented  itself  of  limiting  their  future  exactions, 
(onaparte,  anxious  to  push  the  advantages  he 
possessed  to  the  utmost  possible  extent,  issued  a 
decree,  prohibiting  the  navigation  of  the  rivers 
Elbe  and  WeSer  by  the  vessels  of  British  mer- 
chants, asserting,  that  as  the  fortune  of  war  had 
{fiven  him  the  pf>8se8aion  of  the  King  of  Ene- 
and^s  dominions  in  Hanover,  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  an  enemy's  ships  would  be  allowed 
to  pass  within  reach  of  a  French  battery.  The 
British  government,  in  answer  to  this  reasoning, 
replied,  that  the  conduct  of  France,  in  the  inva- 
sion of  the  electorate,  was  an  unauthorised  and 
outrageous  violation  of  the  independence  of  the 
German  empire ;  that  it  would  be  an  act  of  hosti- 
lity in  Germany,  to  permit  British  vessels  to  be 
fired  at,  or  captured,  when  navigating  in  the 
ports  and  rivers  of  Germany ;  and  therefore 
(retaliating,  in  some  decree,  on  the  empire,  for 
not  having  defended  Hanover)  measures  were 
taken  to  enforce  a  rigorous  blockade  upon  the 
mouths  of  the  Elbe  and  the  Weser,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  navigation  of  those  rivers  so  long  as 
British  vessels  were  excluded  from  them.  The 
Hanse  Towns  were  thus  placed  in  a  most  deplor- 
able situation.  By  the  blockade  of  their  har- 
bours, all  foreign  trade  was  cut  ofi^,  while  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  French  armies  placed  them 
in  perpetual  danger  of  military  violence  and 
exaction.  In  this  situation  they  addressed  them- 
selves to  the  King  of  Prussia,  as  guarantee  and 
protector  of  the  neutrality  of  the  north  of  Ger- 
many ;  but  Frederick- William,  either  entering 
into  the  views  of  France,  or  influenced  by  the 
consideration  of  its  vast  and  resistless  power, 
reftised  his  interference,  and  thus  abandoned  all 
the  smaller' states  of  Germany  to  the  mercy  and 
discretion  of  the  republic. 

On  the  arrival  of  intelligence  at  the  head- 
quarter^ of  the  French  army,  that  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  as  Elector  of  Hanover,  had  refused  to 
ratify  the  convention  of  Sublingen,  General 
Mortier  addressed  a  letter  to  Marshal  Count 
Walmoden,  the  Hanoverian  general,  apprising 
him  of  this  refusal,  and  of  his  consequent  deter- 


minatioa  to  re-commence  the  campaign,  unless 
the  marshal  would  consent  to  surrender  his  army, 
aad  allow  them  to  be  marched  into  France  as 
prisoners  of  war.  To  which  Count  Walmoden 
replied,  that  his  army  preferred  perishing  with 
arms  in  tiieir  hands,  rather  than  to  submit  to  this 
humiliating  propossl ;  that  they  had  already  made 
sufficient  sacrifices  for  their  countrv ;  and  that 
they  must  now  defend  their  own  honour  r  the 
officer  by  whom  this  spirited  answer  was  convey- 
ed, was,  however,  empowered  to  state,  that  if 
any  acceptable  terms  were  offered,  they  woidd 
probably  not  be  rejected.  This  intimation  led  to^ 
a  negociation,  which  terminated  in  a  convention, 
signed  on  the  5ih  of  tf uly,  and  by  which  it  was 
stipulated,  that  the  Hanoverian  army  should  be 
totally  disbanded,  and  return  to  their  homes, 
upon  their  parole  not  to  serve  against  France  or 
her  allies,  until  regularly  exchanged ;  and^  its 
artillery  and  military  stores  were  all  to  be  ^ven 
up  to  the  enemy.  General  Mortier,  in  bis  letter  to 
the  first  consul,  announcing  the  auccessful  ter- 
mination of  the  campaign,  says,  *^  It  was  only 
from  generosity  to  an  enemy  imploring  clemimcy, 
that  we  granted  these  terms  ;  General  Walmo- 
den signed  the  capitulation  with  an  Rioted 
heart ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  paint  the  situation  of 
the  fine  regiment  of  the  king  of  England*'* 
guards  at  dismounting/' 

The  moment  had  now  arrived,  when  the 
avowed  system  of  France  in  her  war  with  Eng- 
land must  be  developed  and  put  in  execution : 
her  first  care  was  to  increase  her  strength,  and 
replenish  her  treasury  at  the  expense  of  weakcar 
states,  and  finally  to  apply  her  whole  collected 
strength  and  resources  to  the  invasion  and  con- 
quest of  Great  Britain.  From  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  every  preparation  was 
made  to  carrv  into  effect  the  menaced  invasion  of 
England,  independent  of  the  grand  Qeet  at 
Brest,  whidi,  it  was  presumed,  was  destined  for 
the  invasion  of  Ireland,  an  immense  number  of 
transports  was  ordered  to  be  built  and  collected, 
with  the  greatest  expedition,  in  the  Frendi  ports. 
The  idea  that  some  thousands  of  gun-boats 
might  force  their  way  across  the  Channel,  in 
spite  of  the  British  navy,  was  universally  receiv- 
ed in  France ;  and  in  tiie  course  of  the  year,  so 
astonishing  were  the  exertions  of  the  republicans 
in  this  department  of  their  naval  preparations, 
that  a  sufficient  flotilla  was  assembled  at  Bou- 
logne, to  carry  over  any  armv  that  France  might 
see  proper  to  employ  in  this  desperate  enterprise. 
This  menacing  disposition,  and  the  mighty  pre- 

Earations  for  carrv  ing  it  into  efiect,  were  per- 
aps  ultimately  advantageous  to  Great  Britain. 
The  evident  necessity  of  defending  the  country 
against  invasion^  obtained  a  ready  consent  to 
every  plan  which  could  be  proposed  for  its 
defence  ;    and   the    vast  reinforceneiants   to  its 
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military  strenglb,  eolleoted  under  this  pairioiio 
impulse,  placed  the  nation  on  so  prond  a  f^ootii>^ 
of  Hecurity,  that  people  no  longer  feared  the  ▼isit 
of  their  invaders,  but  felt  so  consclousf  of  their 
strength,  as  to  wish  the  enemy  t/>  try  an  experi- 
ment, which  would  probably  at  one  fylow  destroy 
Hie  reputation,  and  annihilate  the  dominion  and 
power  of  Bonaparte. 

In  this  eontest  Grreat  Britain  fairly  aceepted 
the  ehallenge  thrown  out  by  Franoe,  wlwn  her 
government  Tain-gloriously  asserted,  ^  with 
cMscioas  pride,  that  England  alone  could  not 
maintain  a  struggle  against  France."^  The 
ehaltenger  soon  found  it  necesaavy  to  call  in  tlte 
aid  of  auxiliary  states,  and  to  force  the  weaker 
|K>wers  by  which  she  was  sufvoonded  to  engage 
in  her  quarrel.  Holland,  contrary  to  facr  wishes, 
nnd  in  evident  Tiolation  of  her  interests,  as  well 
as  the  Italian  republic,  were  eompelfed  to  b^ 
eome  parties  with  France,  a»4  while  lAie  con- 
mereial  interests  of  the  latter  were  seiterely 
injnred,  the  former,  as  we  haTC  seen,  had  in  the 
coarse  of  the  year  to  dmlore  the  less  of  all  her 
West  Indian  colonies.  Spain  and  Portugal  weie 
likewise  compelled  to  fiimish  peenniary  assist- 
anee  to  France  in  so  open  and  exteneiTc  a  man- 
ner, that  it  rested  entirely  with  the  policy  or 
magnanimity  of  Great  Britain,  whether  those 
kingdoms  should  not  be  considered  as  inTolyed 
in  direct  acts  of  hostility.  Independently  of 
these  measures,  which  the  Freneh  gOTemment 
pursued  as  part  of  its  war  system ;  a  step  was 
taken  at  the  commencement  of  the  contest,  which 
had  neyer  before  been  resorted  to  among  ciTilized 
nations,  and  which  has  always  been  protested 
against  as  an  act  of  barbanty  and  injustice. 
It  appeared  from  an  article  published  in 
the  Moniteur,  the  official  organ  of  the  French 
goYcrnment,  '<  that  two  English  frigates  had 
captured  two  merchant  vessels  in  the  bay  of 
Audierne,  without  any  previous  declaration  of 
war,  and  in  manifest  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations.^*  In  consequence  ef  which,  a  decree, 
signed  by  the  first  consul,  was  issued,  directing 
that  **  all  the  English,  from  the  age  of  eighteen 
to  sixty,  or  persons  holding  any  commissions  from 
his  Britannic  Majesty,  who  are  at  present  in 
France,  shall  immediately  be  considered  pri- 
soners of  war,  to  answer  for  those  citizens  of  the 
republic  who  may  have  been  arrested,  and  made 
prisoners,  by  the  vessels  or  subjects  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty,  previous  to  any  declaration  of 
war."  In  virtue  of  this  decree,  all  the  nobility, 
commercial  travellers,  and  others,  subjects  of  bis 
mi^esty  the  King  of  England,  who  had  incau- 
tiously pnt  themselves  within  the  reach  of  Bona- 
parte in  France,  and  who  were  engaged  in  tra- 
velling through  any  of  those  countries  occupied 
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by  the  French  armies,  were  either  shut  up  in  BODKIU. 
prisons,  or  confined  to  particular  places,  as  pri- 
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soners  of  war  iqM>n  (heir  parole,  and  not  allowed  OnAt^I 
to  exceed  the  limits  prescribed  ia  them.  And 
this  flagitious  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and 
of  natural  hospitality,  was  fbrther  aggravated  by 
a  perfidious  promise  previously  made  to  the 
English  subjects,  that  they  should  enjoy  the 
protection  of  the  government  after  the  departure 
of  the  British  ambassador,  as  extensively  as 
during  his  residence  at  Paris. 

In  Europe,  the  naval  eaapaign  of  the  pre- 
sent year  was  not  distinguished  by  any  very 
brilliant  exploits.  On  the  14th  of  September, 
however,  the  port  and  town  of  Graville  were 
^uecesaively  aUacked  by  Sir  James  Saumares ; 
on  which  occasion  the  pier  was  demolirtedy  and 
a  number  of  vessels,  intended  for  the  invasion  of 
England,  destroyed.  On  the  same  day,  the 
town  and  fort  of  Dieppe  were  bombarded  by 
Captain  Owen,  in  the  Iminortslit6  frigate,  vrith 
the  l^esens  and  Sulphur  bombs,  under  his  com*- 
mand.  The  Dutch  ports,  from  the  Zandvotnrt, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Haarlem,  to  Scheveningen, 
were  also  severely  bombarded  on  the  28ih  of 
September,  and  many  veaeeis  destroyed.  These 
attacks,  ^ough  not  productive  of  any  important 
consequences,  were  very  properhf  inaEdB  at  this 
period ;  and  while  England  was  threatened  with 
invasion  by  a  pigmy  flotilla,  it  was  politic  to 
keep  up  the  dread  which  her  navy  had  inspired, 
andf  prove  to  the  invaders  that  we  were  active 
and  vigilant  at  every  point. 

In  closing  the  history  of  one  of  the  most 
memorable  years  in  the  annals  of  Europe,  it 
may  be  proper  shortly  to  advert  to  a  sin- 
gular negociation  which  took  place  at  Warsaw, 
arising  out  of  an  overture  made  by  the  first 
consul  to  Louis  XVIII.  for  the  resignation  of 
that  monarch's  right  to  the  throne  of  France, 
and  the  particulars  of  which  are  thus  related  by 
Monsieur,  brother  to  the  king: — 

<<  On  the  26th  of  Febrosry,  of  the  ettrrent  year,  (1809) 
a  personage  of  vromiaent  distinctioD,  employed  by  high 
auUioiify,  waited  on  the  Kin^  of  France  at  Warsaw,  ^d 
verMly  made  to  his  miyasty,  m  terms  the  most  respectfiily 
but  at  the  same  time  the  most  urgent,  and,  In  the  aiiialon 
of  him  who  urged  them,  the  most  persnasive,  the  astonishing 
proposal  to  renoonee  the  throne  of  France,  and  to  re- 
quire the  same  renunciatkm  on  the  part  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  hoHse  of  Bourbon:  the  ss^or  moreover  oh- 
served,  that,  as  a  price  of  this  sacrifice,  Bonaparte  wonld 
secure  indemnities  to  his  majesty,  and  even  a  splendid 
establishment.  Ilis  majesty,  strongly  anisaated  by  that 
sentinnent  which  the  hand  of  adversity  is  never  able  to 
obliterate  from  elevated  souls,  and  which  makes  him 
cling  as  tenaciously  to  his  rights  ts  he  does  to  the  hap- 
piness of  France,  immediately  wrote  the  foUowinff  answer, 
which  be  delivered,  on  the  38th  of  February,  to  the  person 
who  was  deputed  to  him : — 


Republic,  hud  before  the  LegisUtii 
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ANSWER  OF  THE  KING. 


''  I  am  far  from  being  indincd  to  confound  M. 
Bonaparte  with  thoae  who  hare  preceded  him.  I  think 
loghly  of  hit  Talour,  and  of  hie  miUtary  talenti.  Neither 
do  I  feel  nograteful  for  many  acta  of  nit  ailministratioo  ; 
for  whaterer  is  done  for  the  benefit  of  m^  people,  shad 
always  be  dear  to  my  heart  He  is  deceired,  iiowerer, 
if  he  imagines  that  he  can  induce  me  to  forego  my  claims, 
lor  othenrise  he  himself  would  confirm  and  establish 
then,  oould  they  be  called  in  question,  by  the  rery  step  he 
has  now  taken. 

**  I  cannot  pretend  to  know  what  may  be  the  inten- 
don  of  the  Almignty  respecting  my  race  and  myself,  but 
I  am  well  aware  or  the  obligations  imposed  upon  me  by 
the  rank  to  which  he  was  pleased  I  should  be  bom.  As 
a  christian,  I  shall  continue  to  fulfil  these  obligations  to 
my  last  breath.  As  a  descendant  of  St.  Louis,  I  shall  en- 
dearour  to  imitate  his  example  by  respecting  myself— cTcn 
in  captiTity  and  chains.  As  successor  of  Francis  I.  I 
shaU  at  least  aspire  to  say  with  him—*  We  have  loH  every 
ikin^  hU  etcr  kmowrJ  " 

(Signed)  "  LOUia" 

^  *^  On  the  2d  of  March,  the  king  wrote  to  Monsieur, 
acqnaintnig  him  with  what  had  passed,  and  instructing 
Urn  to  make  known  the  same  to  the  princes  of  the  blood 
who  were  in  England,  taking  charge  himself  to  inform 
such  of  them  respecting  it  who  do  not  reside  in  that  coun- 
try. On  the  22d  of  April,  Monsieur  called  a  meeting  ef 
the  princes,  who  with  equal  alacrity  and  unanimity  signed 
an  adhesion  to  the  answer  of  the  king  of  the  3Mi  of 
February." 

The  emissary  employed  on  (his  singular 
mission  was  said  to  be  the  commandant  De 
Meyer,  an  officer  in  the  Prussian  service,  and 
engaged  in  this  negociation  by  his  Prussian 
Majesty,  at  the  instance  of  the  first  consul.  The 
overture  left  no  doubt  on  the  mind  of  person^ 
of  discernment,  that  Bonaparte^  having  deter* 


mined  to  exttnguisb  even  the  name  of  republic 
in  France,  aspired  to  the  imperial  purple,  and 
the  events  of  the  folloiving  year  gave  to  those 
conjectures  the  stamp  of  historical  confirmation. 

In  reviewing  the  principal  occurrences  of 
the  war,  as  developed  vritbin  the  present  y^ATy 
it  will  be  admitted,  that  while  Great  Britain 
was  prosecuting  the  contest,  in  the  true  spirit 
of  open  and  legitimate  hostility,  the  first  belli- 
gerent proceedings  of  the  enemy  violated  the 
acknowledged  rights,  and  the  long  established 
law  of  nattons.  Contrary  to  the  liberal  prin- 
ciples upon  which  former  wars  had  been  con- 
ducted, and  which  were  respected  even  by  the 
revolutionary  governments  of  France,  the  elec- 
torate of  Hanover  was  immediately  over-nm 
by  the  deTastating  armies  of  the  enemy.  The 
neutrality  of  Germany  was  thus  infringed,  in 
direct  opposition  to  existing  engagements,  and 
in  defiance  of  those  powers  by  which  the  exe- 
cution of  the  treaty  of  Luneville  was  guaran- 
teed. The  faith  of  nations  and  the  laws  of 
hospitality  were  also  most  flagrantly  yiolated 
in  the  detention  of  our  unsuspecting  country* 
men  in  France ;  and  the  measures  taken  by  that 
government  to  involve  other  countries  in  their 
quarrel,  and  to  subject  neutral  states  to  the 
ruinous  efiects  of  war,  form  an  aggregate  of 
Tiolenoe  and  injustice  ill  according  with  those 
lofty  professions  of  <<  moderation/*  and  scru- 
pulous regard  to  *<  the  maintenance  of  the  faith 
of  treaties,*'  by  which  the  French  government,^ 
in  their  declaration  of  the  SOth  of  May,  prQ^ 
fessed  to  be  actuated. 
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Ghreat  Britain,  menaced  with  uiYftsion  from 
without,  and  agitated  by  the  intrignes  of  power- 
ful and  adverse  parties  within,  presented,  at  this 
period,  a  singular  and  interesting  object  of  con- 
templation. The  organization  of  the  Tarious  de- 
scriptions of  military  force,  collected  for  the  gene- 
ral  defence  and  security  of  the  empire,  did  not  by 
any  means  occupy  the  exclusive  attention  of  go- 
vernment. A  system  of  blockade  was  prom^y 
carried  into  execution,  and  the  enemy,  who  had 
vain-gloriously  held  the  language  of  menace, 
saw  forces,  collected  for  the  purpose  of  intimida- 
tion or  chastisement,  confined  to  tbor  own  coasts, 
and  the  vessels  by  which  the  invaders  were  to  be 
conveyed  to  England,  compelled  to  navigate  the 
shores  of  France,  under  the  protection  of  land 
batteries  and  flying  artillery.  But  notwithstand- 
ing these  exertions,  which  enabled  the  country, 
at  an  early  period  of  the  war,  to  hurl  defiance 
in  the  face  of  her  enemy,  and  even  to  assail  the 
assailants,  the  proceedings  of  ministers  were 
exposed  to  much  severity  of  censure,  and  a^ 
design  was  formed  to  remove  them  from  their 
stations,  and  to  place  in  their  stead  a  new  admi- 
nistration, composed  of  statesmen,  more  distin* 
gaished  for  the  brilKanoy  of  their  talents,  than 
»r  the  harmony  of  their  views,  or  the  uniformity 
of  their  political  principles. 

The  party  in  the  senate  most  decidedly 
hostile  to  the  existing  administration,  was  the 
new  opposition,  led  by  Lord  Grenville  in  the 
upper  house  of  parliament,  and  by  Mr.  Wind- 
ham in  the  house  of  commons.  The  whigs,  or 
old  opposition,  though  they  had  supported  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  felt  no  cordiality  towards  a 
ministry,  who  had,  as  they  conceived,  again 
involved  the  country  in  an  unnecessary  war. 
And  the  adherents  of  Mr.  Pitt,  relaxing  that 
*^  constant,  active,  and  zealous:  support,''  which 
bad  been  promised  to  Mr.  Addington,  were  no 
longer  to  be  classed  among  the  supporters  of  the 
(No.  30.)  ^  ^ 


measures  of  his  government.    Against  so  for- BOOK  III; 

midable  a  phalanx,  no  mininter,  however  pure  his 

intentions,  or  commanding  his  talents,  could  ^hap.  II. 
hope  to  oppose  a  successful  resistance;  and  ^"^Tgn^^ 
therefore,  about  the  beginning  of  April,  in  the 
year  1803,  and  upon  the  eve  of  ttie  war,  Mr* 
Addington  made  a  proposal  to  Mr.  Pitt,  the 
object  of  which  was  the  return  of  the  ex-minister 
to  the  official  situation  he  formally  held  in  the 
administration.  This  negociation  had  proceed- 
ed pretty  nearly  towards  its  close,  when  Mr.  Pitt  « 
intimat^,  that  in  the  genera]  arrangemtet  for  a 
new  administration,  which  heshouldfeel  it  his  duty 
to  submit  to  bis  migesty,  he  should  include  the 
Lords  Grenville  and  Spencer,  with  other  noble- 
men and  Iionourable  personages,  who  had  disap- 
proved of  every  measure  ^  of  Mr.  Addington's 
government,  and  who  were  in  etkci  adverse  to 
Sie  whole  spirit  and  principle  of  his  administra* 
tion.  With  this  proposal  it  was  impossible  that  . 
ministers  should  comply — the  negociation  was  at 
an  end,  and  with  it  every  prospect  of  future  sup- 
port to  the  cause  of  government,  constituted  as 
It  at  present  was,  from  Mr.  Pitt  and  his 
adherents. 

In  this  state  of  parties,  parliament  assem- 
bled on  the  22d  of  Nov^ber,  1803.  In  the 
speech  from  the  throne,  his  majesty,  addressing 
himself  to  the  two  houses  of  parliament,  said  :^- 

"  Since  I  last  met  you  in  parliament,  it  has  been  my 
chief  object  to  carry  into  eiBTect  tnose  measures,  which  your 
wisdom  had  adopted  for  the  defence  of  the  united  kinfjfdom, 
and  for  the  Tifforous  prpsecutioD  of  the  war.  In  thetye 
preparatioos  I  have  been  seconded  by  the  voluntary  exer- 
tions of  all  ranks  of  my  people,  in  a  manner  that  has,  if 
possible,  strengthened  their  claims  to  my  confidence  and 
affection  :  they  hare  shewn  that  the  menaces  ef  the  enemy 
have  only  served  to  rouse  their  native  hereditary  tpirti ; 
and  that  ail  other  oonsidefationa  1^  lost  in  a  fenenX  dispo- 
sition to  make  those  efTortaand  sacrifices  which  the  honour 
aod  safety  of  the  kingdom  demand,  at  this  important  and 
^itical  juncture.'*  After  congratulating  parliament  on  the 
aecession  made  to  the  colonial  possessionp  of  this  country  in 
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BOOK  III.  ^  West  Indies ;  and  on  the  happy  sappressioii  of  the 
^•.........«.  rebellion  in  Ireland  ;  and  informing  them  tnat  a  conrention 

Chap.  II.  ^'^  ^>^ei^  concluded  with  the  King  of  Sweden,  for  the  pnr- 
y^^^^-s^^.^^;  pose  of  adjusting  the  differenoes  which  had  arisen  with  dud 
1803  power,  his  maJMty  proceeded  thus : — **  In  the  pwotcaition 
of  the  contest  in  which  we  are  engaged,  itshaKhe,  as  it 
has  erer  been,  my  first  object,  to  execute  as  becomes  me  the 
ffreat  trust  committed  to  my  charge.  EmbariiLed  with  my 
hraTe  and  toyal  people  in  one  common  cause,  it  is  my  fixed 
deteiminalion,  it  the  oecasioo  liiould  arise,  to  share  tbiebr  ex- 
ertions and  their  .dangers  in  the  defence  of  our  constitution^ 
our  religion,  our  laws,  and  our  independence.  To  the  activity 
and  valour  of  my  fleets  and  armies,  to  the  ^al  and  uncon* 
querable  spirit  of  my  faithful  subjects,  I  confide  the  honour 
of  my  crown,  and  all  those  valuable- interests  which  are  in- 
volved in  this  momentous  contest.  Actuated  by  these  senti- 
mei|tif,  and  humbly  imploring  the  blessing  of  Divine  Pvoii- 
dence,  I  look  forward  with  a  firm  conviction,  that  if,  oontraiy 
to  alt  just  expectation,  the  enemy  should  elude  the  vigihtnce 
of  my  numerous  fleets  and  cruisers,  and  attempt  to  execute 
their  presumptuous  threat  of  invading  our  coasts,  the  conse- 
ipience  will  be  to  their  discomfiture,  conftasion,  and  disgrace ; 
.and  that  ours  will  not  only  be  the  ploty  of  surmouatiag'  the 
present  4^cnltie8,  and  repelling  immediate  dMieer,  but  the 
solid  and  permanent  advantage,  of  fixing  the  safety  and  in- 
dependence of  the  kingdom  on  the  basis  of  acknowledged 
strength,  the  result  of  rts  own  tried  energy  and  reiourees." 

Tbe  Manqttia  of  Slig^  siOTed  Ibe  address  Ja 
AM'  upper  house  ct  parlianMiit,  and  was  ssooiid- 
ed  by  the  Earl  at  limerick.  They  insisted 
strongly  on  the  importanoe  of  unaniinity,  at  a 
momeot  wten  we  were  oUiged  to  contend  with 
an  overbearing  and  vindictive  enemy,  avowing, 
as  his  object,  oiir  destroetion*  On  the  present 
occasion  no  question  was  involyed  on  ttie  fitness 
or  unfitness  of  ministers  for  the  councils  of  their 
sovereign  ;  the  topics  before  tbe  boose  were  not 
matters  of  party  consideration ;  thej  were,  on  the 
Qontrary,  matters  of  a  comprehensive,  general, 
and  important  kind.  One  passage  in  the  king^s 
speech  waa  noticed  as  deserving  peculiar  ooosi* 
denrtion,  namely,  his  avowal  to  stand  forward  in 
defence  of  the  honour  of  bis  crown,  and  tha 
liborties  and  independence  of  bis  faithful  people. 
To  a  communication  of  this  nature,  there  was  no 
heart  so  cold,  so  deadened  to.  every  generous 
feeling,  as  net  to  beat  responsive.  Wdl  might 
bis  miyesty  rely  on  the  seal  and  aerviees  of 
bis  people.  Should  such  a  contingency  ever  arise, 
tbe  whole  population  of  tbe  island  would  rusk 
^rward  and  mterpose  its  myriads  between  bia 
sacred  person  and  danger:  though  an  attack 
sboold  be  made  by  hosts  gorged  with  the  spoils 
sad  blood  of  Europe,  the  result  would  be,  not 
only  security,  but  triumph  to  oar  beloved  save*' 
reiffn,  and  these  who  had  tbe  hapotnt-ss  to  live 
under  bis  auspicious  government.  In  these  feel- 
ings the  house  so  entirely  acquiesced,  tliat  tbe 
address  was  carried  without  opposition. 

In  tbe  house  of  commons,  the  address  was 
proposed  by  the  Honourable  Cropley  Ashley^ 
seconded  by  Mr.  Burland,  and  caiTied  wiibou( 
any  aroeodmeat  bein^  proposed/  Mr.  Foil 
adverted  to  the  mediation  of  Russia,  whtidi^  in 


ttie  last  session  of  parliament,  Lio'rd  Uawkesbsry 
did,  as  strongly  as  language  coald  express,  pledf^ 
ministers,  as  not  only  ready  to  accept  if  irffered, 
but,  if  not  offered,  directly  to  solicit.     Believiig 
the  noble  secretary  to  have  been  sincere,  it  wu 
naturally  expected,  in  a  speech  from  die  throse, 
at  the  opening  of  a  new  session,  mmd  after  seebai 
interval  bad  taken  place,  thai  bia  majesty  woaM 
have  referred  to  the  subject  and  put  ibe  boose  in 
possession  of  tbe  means  of  determining  bow  hr 
tbe  negociatioas  were  likely  to  lead  to  the  rash 
whicb  was  in^view.    In  answer  to  these  obserTa- 
tions^  tbe  ohanoeUor  of  the  eJKoheqQer  replied, 
that  tbe  offices  of  mediation  had  been  offisred  bj 
the  court  of  Russia,  and  accepted  with  readiseH 
and  gratitude  on  the  part  of  his  mi^jesty's  ser- 
vants ;  but  although  discussions  of  tbe  greatest 
moment  were  in  consequence  commenced,  jet 
in  Ibeir  progress  they  did  net  assume  s acb  i 
shape  as  to  lend  to  aay  probability  ef  an  asueiUc 
arrangement  witb  Krance. 

Tbe  first  subjeot  of  high  impartaoee  ahidi 
engaged  the  attention  of  parliament,  arose  oat 
of  a  proposition  of   Mc  Sooretary  Yetke,   to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  two  acts,  tbe  ose  br 
saspendiag  the  Habeas  Corpaa  act  in  Iiehad, 
anci  the  other  for  tbe  le-eaactaleat  of  martiai  bv 
in  tliat  country.    He  declared  his  relaetaiice  to 
introduce  the  measures  now  proposed,  although 
he  was  of  opinion  that  no  man,  aeqoainted  with 
the  state  of  Irdand,  eouU  eotertaia  adoabcaf 
dieir  necessity.  Ho  was  sorry  to  be  obliged  topiv- 
pose  any  measure  that  might  tnncb  upon  tbt  iikr« 
ties  of  the  subject,or  on  any  of  those  blessiofs  iriDck 
thb  country  so  justly  valued  at  so  bigb  «  n^^ 
<'  But,''  mid  Mr.  Yorke,  «<  it  is  the  nusfertuei/ 
the  times  ia  which  we  are  destined  to  If v^  tW 
we  are  not  permitted  to  eigoy  oor  lives,  oar  iika« 
ties,    or  oar  possessons,   vrithf  ut   bebf  ^ 
called  upon  to  sacrifice  some  part  of  our  |iriii« 
leges  in  order  to  preserve    tbiB  remsiader-tv 
sacrifice  the  best  blood  of  tbecpuDtry  iiissp]MH 
of  the  contest  in  which  we  are  engagsdy  mt0 
abrid^  oar  liberties^  in  order  te  pfeserve  th 
eauslencc  of   liberty   itself."     The   bsnosratb 
secretary  then  proceeded  ie  state  a  vaiwjtf  a 
grounds  in  order  to  dcmonstiate  the  neoeosity  oi 
adopting  these  racaaares.    Tha  insarraetkB  ii 
Dublin,  in  the  month  of  July;   tbe  msiuierii 
wfafeh  it  was. conducted;    the  atrocities  whidi 
aecoqipaniied  it ;  tbe  iatelligenoe  of  wbieb  govuS'* 
Boent  vKas  in  possession,  and  wbiob  albrdM  oviif 
reason  to  believe,  notwiibstanding  the  ileebiV' 
tion  of  many  of  the  rebels,  and  piiFticaiiH)f  .^ 
Smmett,   tbetr  principal  leader,,  thai  tkff^^ 
eaist  a  caanection  between  tbe  eoDspiratofiJj| 
Ireland   asMl  the   French  govcrnmeat,  ^ros?" 
the  mediiissof  Irish  traitors  restdeiitio  Kraa^} 
alL'wbieb  eireumstaaree  auppbed  ahandant  nM^' 
rials  to  prove  the  necessity  of  adopting  ^  ^^^ 
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now  propoMd  for  tlie  ianetioii  of  ptrUa** 
nent  He  conceited  it  ^f  the  bi^Mit  vatiMal 
inijNyrtaBCOy  that  goveraoaettt  «bottl4ttoi  keicfi 
destitute  of  the  powers  neoetMrj  to*,  meet  Miy 
emergency;  eepecially  ae  it  was  well  kttOWn# 
bom  wket  had  alreadf  oeenmdy  that  the  Irisli 
government  would  not  abuee  the  exteftfliTe 
powera  that  it  waa  now  propoaed  should  be  dele« 
gated  to  them. 

Colonel  *  Hutchinson  succeeded  Mr.  Yorke^ 
fuid  dwelt  with  much  feeling  and  elequenoe  im 
the  state  of  Ireland.    It  wasi  he  said,  his  inten« 
|io^  to  support  the  motion ;  but  heneknewledged 
that  he  should  ba^  iroted  for  tbe  adwtion  -^f 
these  measures  with  more  satisfaetion^  ir  minis* 
ters  had  shewn  a  disposition  to  adopt  a  system 
of  mvemmeut  in  Ireland^  sanM  congenial  to  the 
wisnesy  and  morn  condueive  to  the  interssts  of 
the  people  of  that  country.    He  disapproved  of 
the  postponement  of   the  consideration  of  the 
Irish  claims,  on  the  pretext  that  the  tiaie  wa$ 
unfit.   .  f ^  I  .  sbottld   be  glad   to  know/*   said  - 
Colonel  HttUdiinaon,  ^'  wben»  in  (he  estimation 
of  mimstera,  the  proper  time  will  arrive ;  fori 
froin  their   conduct  hitterto,    it  seems  impos- 
IMble  to  calculate ;  they  have  been  ministers  doT'* 
iDg  peace,  and  during  war;    durii^  rebellioni 
and  after  rebeHion  has  been  put  down.    They 
have  in  fact  been  nearly  three  years  in  power^ 
and  bn? e  gone  througb  every  variety  of  ehange 
And  circumstance,  and  yet,  to  them,  the  time  for 
fpnsideriag  the  means  of  improving  thecondU 
lioa  of  Ire^nd  has  never  yet  arrived.'' 

On  the  second  reading  of  the  martial  law 
bUl,  Mr«  £lKot  said,  that  on  a  subjec4  ot  siieh 
Platitude  and  importanoei  he  could  never  teen^ 
seot  to  act  on  the  princ^ile  of  implicit  confi- 
dence in  any  government.  As  a  ooueeientioua 
representative  of  the  people^  be  must  be  guided 
hj  ^ct%  m  acceding  tOt  or  opposing  any  legis^ 
Isutive  measure.  At  present  the  house  had  no 
facl«  (o  guide  ^eir  judgment.  He  regarded  an 
application     to     parliament   for   extraordinary 

J  powers,  without  stating  *any  grounds  whatevev 
or  the  measure,  as  unwarrantable  and  nn-t 
constitutional.  For  the  sake  of  justice^  for  thp 
sake  of  policy, ,  from  regard  to  tbe  dignity  of 
(be  houae,  he  coi\|ured  ministers  not  to    preoin 

Jitate  the  passing  of  this  biU.  The  great  bene^r 
t  resulting  from  the  union^  he  obs4»rved,  had 
been  described  to  he  the  freedom  of  the  imperial 
Mrliament  from  tlie  pri^dices  of  a  local  legis'* 
Liure ;  but  if  the  Insh  were  to  eaperience  wly 
ioeaaures  of  eoeccioo,  if  their  interests  were  no4 
to  be  gravely  and  impartially  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  legislature,  they  could  never 
^  expected  to  feel  for  this  countrv  that  cordial 
attachment  which  was  so  infinitely  desirable. 

Lord  Castlereagh  admitted,  that  whim  mar« 
(iai  law  was  exacted  in  1700^  two  reports  of  a 


secret  committee  had  be^n  adduced  to  prove  the  bool:  i& 
necessity  of  tbe  measure.    But  the  expediency  , 

of  such  reports  depended  in  a  great  de^^ree  upon  Gsap.  II. 
circumstances.     This  mode  of  presenting  inror*  "^-^^-v^^hi/ 
mation  to  the  legialature  and  to  the  public  might  .  ^90t 
pften  be  advantageous ;  occasions  howev^  might 
occur,  when  it  would  be  highly  impolitio,  and 
even  dangerous,   to  promulgate    such  reports; 
In  such  circunmtances  he  thought  his  nuuesty's 
ministers  were  now  placed.     Government,  he 
said,  was  now  actively  and  successfully  engaged 
in  tracing  out  tlie  remotest  ramiAcations  of  the 
teaurfeetien.      He  adoutied  that  there  was  at 
present  less  visible  danger,  because  the  vauee  ef 
loyalty  had  received  a  vast  augmentation ;  but 
there  wefe  still  many  traitorous  and  malignant 
spirits  in  Ireland,  bent  on  projeots  of  .the  most 
atrocious  nature*     To  counteract  tb«r  viewa^ 
and  to  defeat  their  designs,  the  present  bill,  as 
a  wise  measure  of  precautionary  power,  appeared 
to  him  both  politic  and  expedient. 

In  the  hiauae  of  lords,  nearly  the  sane  course 
of  argument  was  pursued,  in  dtsoussing  the  biHs 
Ibr  ibe  suspeniion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  and 
for  vesting  government  with  the  power  of  pre^  ^ 

daimittg  martial  law  in  Ireland,  as  In  the  lower 
house  of  parliamettt;  and  in  both  houses  the 
bills  passed  into  laws  without  producing  a  divi* 
sion  in  any  stage  of  their  progress. 

In  the  proceedings  ef  parliament  dtiriag^  the 
early  part  of  the  prsaent  seasion,  the  oppositian 
to  mittislem  was  not  called  into  acttvw  eSLereise  i 
nor  had  all  ^  partiea,  of  which  that  eppositioa 
was  composed,  yet  appeared  in  array  agaiaat 
the  objeels  nf  their  censure ;  but  the  time  was 
now  approaching  when  their  atiachs  were  to-%i 
conducted  on  a  system  of  dessded  eo^operattmii 
and  when  the  treasury  bench  itself  weald  he 
carri^  by  the  weight  of  the  hostile  eehHna. 

The  debate  which  aroaaon  the  Mi  of  Bo* 
ocimber,  on  tbe  motion  of  the  seeretary  at  wm% 
to  refer  tbe  armv  eatimalea  to  a  eommittee  ef 
aupply,  esMMraoed  an  extensive  view  of  the 
general  defence  of  the  country. .  The  fimepre* 
posed  to  be  voted  for  the.  public  aervke,  amounted^ 
for  guards  and  garrisons  ia  4he  uniied  kingdem^ 
to  one  hundred  and  sixty-sel«n  thousand  mewi 
The  esrimdied  militia  for  Great  Bfitnin  and  ire** 
land,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  ten  thousmid* 
And  the^  volunteer  corps,  to  upwards  of  Cant 
hundred  thousand  rank  and  fife  in  the  mited 
kingdom.  For  the  volunteer  force  of  the  country^ 
it  was  proposed  to  vote  the  sum  of  seven  huw^ 
dred  anid  thirty  thousand  potinda  for  one  yesv  f 
of  this  description  of  force,  the  honourable  ge»4 
tleman  stated,  that  about  forty-five  thousand 
served  witbout  pay,  including  forty  two  iboosanA 
five  hundred  infontry,  and  two  thoosaiid  five  - 
hundred  cavalry. 

The  queation  befaig  put  upon  the  first  reso* 
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BOOILIII  lotion,  Mr.  WiDdham  rose,  and  in  a  long  and 
-■  weU-comlMned  speech,  attacked  the  /whole  plan 

C«AF,  II.  of  goTernment.  He  could  not  con^der  the  pre- 
^^^T^^?^  eent  topic  without  notieing  the  general  conduct 
Jew  ofadministration ;  bis  opinion  of  which  he  could 
not  better  describe  than  in  some  lines  which 
gentlemen  might  ha^e  seen  written  on  the  win* 
dows  of  inns,  where-  the  writer,  speaking  of  the 
faults  of  men  and  women,  concluded,  most  un- 
generously and  ungallantly,  that 


M 


-Men  h«ve  numy  finilti ;  po«r  womeB  hsfe  bat  two ; 


Thaw*8  nothing  good  tbqr  say,  nor  nothing  ri|^t  they  do." 

These  Unes,  however  bad  the  poetry,  and 
howeTcr  {Seitse  the  sentiment  in  its  original  appli- 
cation, were,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  perfectly  de- 
scriptive of  his  opinion  or  his  majesty's  present 
ministers.  The  army  of  reserve,  he  asserted,  had 
cost,  in  bounty  money  alone,  one  million  pounds 
sterling,  not  granted  by  parliament,  but  levied 
in  a  manner  most  unequal  in  its  operation,  and 
most  incommodious  to  the  public.     The  expense 
of  the  volunteers  was  estimated  at  about  one 
million  to  government,   and   an  equal  sum  to 
Aemselves.     Hence  these  two  descriptions  of 
force  had  been  attended  with  an  expense  to  the 
nation  of  about  three  millions.    Taking  the  po^ 
fMilatton  of  the  united  kingdom  at  about  fifteen 
millions,  he  should  expect  our  rotlitary  estab- 
lishment   to    amount  to  about    four    hundred 
theusahd;  but  it  far  exceeded  this  number;  it 
amounted  to  half  a  million  at  least    This  was  a 
splendid  armament,  and,  in  point  of  numbers^ 
more  Aan  adequate  to  repel  any  force  which  the 
enemy  could  bring  against  us.     But  it  was  pro- 

Eir  to  inquire,  of  what  this  fiibric  consisted  ? 
ow  mueh  of  it  was  real  msLsoiiry,  and  what 
portion  of  it  was  mere  lath  and  plaster  ? — not  dis- 
tmgnishable  pertiaps  by  the  common  eye,  from 
the  sdid  structure,  and  seeming  to  be  a  continua- 
tion of  the  same  front,  but  no  more  the  same  in 
reality,  than  one  of  the  new  temporary  barracks, 
of  which  they  might  expect  to  hear  so  much 
soon,  was  to  be  considered  as  a  building  of  the 
eame  sort  as  St.  PauFs  or  Westminster  Abbey. 
Mr.  Windham  contended,  that  though  men  were 
never  more  eager  to  come  forward,  the  seal  and 
spirit  of  the  country  bad  not  been  properly  di- 
rected. It  vras  absurd,  he  said,  to  train  volunteers 
to  act  with  troops  of  the  line.    An  officer,  unless 
eecure  of  his  troops,  would   not  attempt  any 
difficult  enterprise.    He  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
volunteers,  inst^d  of  being  disciplined  to  act  in 
the  line,  should  be  employed  to  hover  about  the 
foe,  in  order,  in  this  manner,  the  more  effectually 
io  harass  and  annoy  him ;  and  he  illustrated  the 
success  with  which  this  mode  of  attack  might  be 
conducted,  by  the  capture  of  General  Burgoyne. 
With  respect  to  the   military  strength   of  the 
kingdom,  he  maintained,  that  if  the  volunteers, 
the  militiai  and  tl\e  am^  pf  reserve,  except  the 


few  that  had  entered  for  general  service, 
deducted  from  the  sum  total,  the  effective  force 
of  the  country  would  appear  to  be  by  no  mesuts 
considenible.    The  regular  army,  in  proportioii 
to  its  numbers,  he  considered  as  efficient  a  mi- 
litary body  as  any  troops  in  the  World.    In  tlie 
militia  too  tiiere  were  many  good  troops,  pos* 
sessed  of  eveiry  requisite  but  experience.     With 
respect  to  the  army  of  reserve,  it  coiild  not  at  pre-* 
sent  be  consid^ea  as  an  efficient  military  force^ 
whatever  claim  time  might  give  it  to  that  design- 
nation.    And  as  to  the  four  hundred  tboasaDcl 
volunteers,  he  must  say,  that  these  corps  would 
be  for  ever   unsoited  to  the  sort  of  service  oix 
which'  it  was  intended  to  emphly  them.     From 
this  general  view  of  the  army  that  had  been 
created,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  the  means  which 
the  population,    spirit,  and  disposition   of    the 
country  affiirded,  had  been  grossly  abused ;  for, 
in  fact,  the  five  thousand  men  who  had  entered 
from  the  army  of  reserve  for  general  service^ 
-  were  to  be  regarded  as  the  only  real  accession 
to  the  eflfeotive  force  of  the  country.      Having 
thus  detailed  his  objections  to  what  a  great  phi« 
losopher  termed  the   living  instmments  of  our 
defence,    the  inanimate  instruments  of  security 
must  not  be  overlooked.    Under  this  head  Mr. 
Windham  ranged  the  erection  of  military  works, 
and  strongly  recommended   Martello  towers  in 
preference  to  redoubts.    He  complained  that  for 
the  defence  of  the  whole  county  of  Norfolk,  only 
sixteen  pieces  of  cannon  and  one   regiment  of 
militia  had  been  provided;  though  it  was  well 
known  that  the  town  of  Yarmouth  was  the  de- 
fence of  the  road  of  Yarmouth,  and  oonsequeatiy 
of  the  coast  to  the  north  of  England.   This  he  re^ 
garded  as  no  very  favourable  specimen  of  a  jsdi- 
ciotts  system  of  defence  ;  since  it  thus  appeared, 
notwithstanding  their  four  or  five  hundred  thou- 
sand men,  that  ministers  had  left  the  kingdom  in 
many  places  in  a  »tate  of  great  insecurity.    He 
next  proceeded  to  remark  upon  the  impropriety 
of  supplying  the  army  of  reserve  by  substitutes, 
and  concluded  by  declaring,    that  the  present 
ministers  ought  no  longer  to  be  intrusted  with 
the  administration  of  our  public  affairs. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  replied  to  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  who,  in  a 
ver^  spirited  and  argumentative  manner,  defended 
the  efficiency  of  the  volunteer  system.  One  great 
object  of  Mr.  Pitt's  speech  was  to  demonstrate 
the  capability  of  improvement  of  which  the 
volunteer  corps  were  susceptible ;  and  he  took 
occasion  to  suggest  those  means  which  ap]>eared 
to  liim  best  calculated  to  advance  that  object. 
He  looked  upop  the  regular  army  as  the  great 
rallying  point  to  which  the  volunteers  must  have 
recourse,  by  whose  example  they  must  be  re- 
gulated, ana  by  whose  experience  they  most  b^ 
guided^    Of  the  amount  of  the  valunteer  force 
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lie  saw  no  reason  to  complain  ;  btit  in  tkeir  dis- 
tribution he  could  have  wished  that  their  nttiD* 
bers  bad  been  greater  in  the  more  exposed  pavtii 
of  the  maritime  coast.    The  object  he  had  mens 
immediately  in  view,  was  to  render  this  force, 
the  existence  of  which  was  absolutely  necessary, 
not  merely  a  nominal  force,  but  an  effident  and 
permanent  army.    For  this  purpose,  he  was  de- 
sirous that  all  the  volunteer  companies  should 
be  brought  to  act  in  battalions,  and  whenever  it 
could  TO  accomplished,  in  brigades.     He  also 
proposed,  to  give  to  every  battalion  the  assistance 
'  of  a  field-officer,  and  an  adjutant;  such  officers 
still  retaining  their  rank  and  pay  in  the  army. 
With  respect  to  the  number  of  days  for  which 
the  corps  should  be  exercised,  he  was  of  opinion 
'  that  about  fifty  days  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
next  year,  and  forty  for  each  succeeding  year. 
Hie  expense  arising  from  the  field-officers  and 
adjutants,  he  estimated  at  about  one  hundred 
and  sixty  thousand  pounds;    and  that  of  the 
idlowance  to   such  volunteers   as  might,    from 
their  drcumstances,  be  obliged  to  accept  of  pay, 
*«t  between  three   and  four  hundred  thousand 
more,  makinir  an  aggrj^gate  of  about  five  Jhnn- 
dred  thousand  pounds.    And  if,  for  thai  sum,  a 
force  of  nearly  four  hundred  thousand  men  could 
be  maintained  in  gradual  and  efficient  improve- 
ment, he  affirm[ed,  that  this  would  be  the  cheapest 
hem  in  the  whole  of  the  public  expenditure. 
JLooking,  as  we  ought  to  look,  to  a  protracted 
•contest,   we   ought   to  -  provide  the  means  for 
maintaining  it  for  a  length  of  time.    It  should 
be  the  great  object  of  the  government  to  pre- 
'  -vent  the  spirit  of  the  vrinnteers  from  languish- 
.ing,  lest  the  country  should  be  suddenly  called 
upon  to  meet  the  long  meditated  attadi^  without 
beiftg   duly  prepared  for  resistance.      Perhaps 
something  like  the  compulsory  act  of  last  aes- 
-eion  mif^t  be  adopted  during  the  war,  in  order 
to  keep  up  the  number,  and  the  punetual  at- 
tendance of  the  v#lunteers,  and  to  preserve,  that 
subordination,  which  is  essential  to  progressive 
improvenvent.    As  to  the  sea  fencibles,  he  looked 
upon  them  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  p^rta  of 
our  force ;  and  this  description  of  service  Drought 
into  activity  a  body  of  men,  who  being  chiefly 


pilots  and  fishermen,  co^d  neither  be  employed!  BOfKL  BI 
in  the  navy,  nor  pemaoently  Uken  from  their     ' 
families.     Declimng  to  enter  into  any  wider  field   Ciu».  If. 
of  discussion,   Mr.  Pitt  concluded  by  stating, 
that  at  the  proper  time  he  should  propose  the 
resolutions  to  which  he  had  alluded. 

Lord  Castlereaffh,  in  an  animated  reply  to 
the  objections  urged  by  Mr.  Windham  against 
the  army  of  reserve,  ana  the  volunteer  system, 
said,  that  out  of  the  thirty-five  thousand  men 
already  raised  for  the  army  of  reserve,  seven 
thousand  five  hundred  had  entered  for  general 
service.  This  measure,  therefore,  which  had 
been  described  as  so  fatal  to  the  recruiting 
service,  had,  in  the  short  space  of  two  months, 
produced  nearly  as  many  men  for  the  general 
.  service  as  had  been  -  obtained  in  the  preceding 
year  by  the  ordinary  mode  of  recruiting.  As  to 
the  objection  against  the  volunteer  service,  there 
was  nothing  te  prevent  the  members  of  any 
volunteer  corps  from  entering  into  the  militia^ 
or  the  regular  army  ;  ^nd  it  was  an  aaoertained 
fact,  that  any  description  of  military  duty  ripened 
and  prepared  the  feelings  of  men  for-  general 
.  service.  The  military  force  of  the  united  king- 
dom, his  lordship  observed,  was  naturally  di- 
vided into  troops  on  permanent  pay,  and  those 
liable  to  service  in  the  event  of  invasion.'  Of 
the  first  description,  there  were  in  Great  Bri* 
tain,  and  in  the  islands  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey, 
one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  men ;  and  in 
Ireland,  fifty  thousand  men ;  making  in  t^ 
whole,  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  rank 
and  file.  The  efiective  rank  and  file  of  the 
militia  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  amounted 
to  eighty-four  thousand  men  ;  the  regular  force, 
to  ninety -six  thousand  ;  of  which  twenty -seven 
thousand  were  for  limited  service  ;  and  sixty  *nine 
thousand,  at  this  moment,  disposable  for  general 
service.  The  next  grand  feature  of  our  military 
strength  consisted  in  the  volunteer  force,*  of 
which  three  hundred  and  forty  thousand  men» 
accepted  and  arrayed^  were  at  present  in  Great 
Britain ;  and  in  Ireland,  it  amounted  to  seventy 
thousand ;  making  a  total  of  four  hundred  and 
ten  thousand  in  rank  and  file,  in  the  united  kiog-^ 
dom  I  to  which  were  to  be  added,  twenty-five 
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— —  whdle  naniimtj  ^t^,  lit  Ihli  tsMm^  ttiNHl'thefe- 

Regular  fdrcfi,  f<^  g^oeral  ienri6e..««..M«  G9,060 

'Regtdar  iinree,    for  limited  serrice ^,000 

'         VoUmteer  fbrce/in  Great  Britain  .340;000 

Tolimteer  fbree^  in  Ir^lancl.... 70,000 

tedMei ^ ^ *..  ItAfiOO 

Tola],    rank  and  file 616,000 


If  to  tills  Bttdiber  offfMra  <if  ttvery  dusetip- 
'iiott  were  adAei,  the  m\Me  tMoMiit  of  our  tntti* 
tury  force,  Motesrte  'Of  irftrkmeauxilfcirjrKieons 
of  defeaoe,  ivoold  ii#i  be  leas  Ihm  weftu  hum- 
) Ared  theuMind  taen !    The  <tiHNre  regakr  part  ef 
thia  amj  tnifUt  4e  eMrideved   as    a»ee«di- 
^iMaUf-oMpoatlUe  for  aiftive  aaMWB;  vtiee  the 
^ifther  «eM»qftiM  <i(  f(MM  >eould<betttiiployed<to 
r^Here  It  from  thoee  deuwhed  -aeipvicaa,  utiidh, 
4ii  gto«Ml,-'ecioaaiaa  •eo  «ar|a«ia  a>dediiotitfii1raiii 
^Ihe  ^klSyig nm  <tf^ an anay.    ^ittioatarittfriaig 
^ioto  «  miaiite  detail  of  the   aeveral  daasea  lif 
ah^>9^    of  whieh  the  nayy  waa  at  present  eaad- 
-peeedy  bis  loidshipsappMed  Hwoind  bedeetaed 
attffidMM  4o  stale  4o   the  ^couMiklee^  Ihltt'^e 
iliUmbar  tf- ihipa  of  mtt  ainoadted  to  four^haa- 
-dredaad   utety^'iiiiie;  and  that^  in  aid  ar^tbe 
f I^ftdar  naTy,  and  tor  the  purpose  of  defeadteg 
f#ie  coast,  an  armed  flotlUa,  consisting' of  ei^t 
^Mndred  eraft^f  aH'dlneripttans,  was  nearly eoia-> 
'pfeted.    In«odelttgthe^<)k«ftionaofttatfopdfMiMe 
department.  In  the  ^xMtttion  of  the  pMsentav^ 
'mament,  his  lordship  stated,  that aroce' the  e<Mn- 
'mencement  of  liosillitfes,  ttere  bad  been  IssiNd 
'three  hundred  and  twelve 'thousand  mnslcets,  sis- 
'4ean  thotiaand  pistols,  and  seTeaty-seTentiiniMand 
tplhes.     The  idd-train  also,  in  'Great  Britalb 
*nIone,  waa  increased  froaa  three  buDdred  and 
•flftTHiix  to  four  btaDii^   and  siaty  pteoes  Of 
'imnanee,   completely  appointed,  and  brigaded 
lander  experienced  mcers;  and  the  stores,  in 
<dltlie  Marions  bmiches'  of  the  poMtc  aoi^iee, 
^had  been  nearly  doubled.    ^His'lorMiip,  in  con- 
-^Ittslon,  expi^sed  his  full  eonoiarrenwwith  Mr. 
'Vitt  in  the  epinion,  that  the  spparent  abandon- 
ment of  invasion,   or    even   the  ftulure  of  any 
attempt  on  our  coast,  should  never  induce  us 
to  relsx  in  our  vigilance,  or  in-our^^aortions. 
IVue  wisdom  left  us  no  alt^ native,  but  to  plaoe 
itheseeurity  of  these  realms  on  such  a  liasis  of 
lat^nal  strength,  as  should  for  ever  put  to  rest 
the  ^mestion  of  invasion. 

Mr.  Fox  very  much  applauded  the  zeal  and 
patriotism  of  the  volunteers,  bot  he  could  never 
nring  himself  to  believe,  that  they  were  suscep- 
tible of  any  thing  like  the  eflBciency  of  a  regular 
force.  If  the  rumour  of  invasion  (which  he  con- 
Mved  waa  not  so  Ukdyto  'be  attempted,  and  if 


attempted,  not  90  practiciMe  as  was  generallgr 
iamgined)  sheuM  subside,  tiie  whole  of  2ie  regii- 
4ar  aitoy  ought  by  no  means  io  be  emplo]^  on 
^Breign  expeditions,  and  the  safety  of  the  en^Rve 
.hsdnalstad  to  )the  volanteeas.  For,  if  invasion^ 
.nnderaiichrGiretiaBStaooes,  were  attea^^tad,  theiB 
woiAd  ittiAeed  be  aecioos  gromsds  of  apprebensian 
•nod  alarm. 

The  chancellor  of  the  Micbequer  rose  after 
'Mr.  Fox,  aBd,in<veply^to  the  want  of  eonfidenoe 
in  :tlie  'volmtasw,  expressed  by  that  hoocNHBaUe 
gaiHomao,  atated  the  opinion  of  liofd  Moins, 
^e  ooanmnder  -  in  *  duef  in  SeoCland^  and  of 
iiord  Catbeart,  the  present  commaouier-M-chiaf 
in  Ireland.  Theae  -givat  military  nudiaiitiM 
ware  ao 'highly  satisfied  with  the  staadiaesa  and 
idisoipline  of  thev^olanteers  of  EduEdHnghandief 
^nbtin,  that  they  had  giisen  them  ran  uncandi- 
'tiMial  aseurssce,  that  they  would  eeftdoot  tisetti 
^  with  oonftdenoe  ^against  'the  enesay . 

<On  the  Mth  :of  Daqember,  Hr.  Hobhonae 
^appealed  nt  the  bar  of  the  house,  wkh  the  ae- 
pott'  4>f  the  conmrittee  on  the  army  eatimalsa, 
'Whan,  mfler  an  aniesated  idiscnssion,  in  whMi 
4Mowl  OfWwfard  took  vi  leading  part,  tba  n- 
iaokitiona  -of  >the.'Oommitlee  were  severaUy  put 
istndaagraad'to.  -iforothar -bnaineas,  coming  wtthhi 
-ttai^ninge^of  feiiefnl;hiatopy,t>ecupiedsk^a(tten- 
)tins of  eitiier  tbaaneof  patliamant  tip  to  tho^tMi 
•af  December,  on  which  day  an  ♦aiyoayrnMtent' 
)taokplB0sitovthe'latof  Fefaroary. 

fBsHriny<fcepaHiamentary?ssa€Ss»  the  oppms- 
HSslaasf  ndmndalnttioQiwaae  an|aged  in:iinceasiiqr 
-oadeavosaa^olaivita^fatematio  eo-operation,  kr 
•the'  pmyssw  -rf  diapiaanig  theieaistinff^aervantsof 
Hhtforomi ;  «and  bafbre^the  nmating  of  paritamaat^ 
lit  was  pnblidy,  -and  wilk  the  appeaasiiee^of 
tnntbority,  amMMiaead,  -^at  lyMfA  O^nviHe,  Mr. 
Fox,  'and  Mr.  Windham^  had  agreed  ^on  at  ^^an 
tof  eonccfft,  tbrdhotuating  that  intention  ;^and:4t 
^ras  mora  ^than  'iuthnated,  -that  Iheir  operatloBs 
fwouM  be  aeconded  and  promoted  by  -iir.  Fitt. 
'While  the  certainty  of  a  coalition,  aadthe  pra- 
%aMe  course  of  pofilical  diaeoasion  tO'be  pna- 
^sued,  deeply  engsffed  the  poblie  8ttesitaan,a 
'new  and  unexpoctsd  event  nrooe,  wliidi,  hj  its 

Sredomfnant  interest,  aeemed  for  a  vrhile'tD 
amp,  and  almost  to  extinguish  the  ardomr 
whidi  the  intended  attadc  on  ministers  had 
created. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  it  was  pnbliciy 
announced,  'by  >an  official  buUotin,  laah^  >firom 
'the  palace  of  St.  tlames's,  that,«on4hatdffy,iA 
migesty  waamuch  indisposed^  and  a  suecessiim 
of  similar  notices  left  Utile  doubt  of  tha  actions 
nature  of  the  oomphdnt  The  alarm  andtsen- 
sternation  thus  excited  throughout  the  metro- 
polis, and  the  whole  empire,  cannot  be  expressed. 
The  dreadful  visitation  of  1789  was  present  to 
s(vary  mind.    The  ^faquietodea  of  ^that^period. 
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«iid  the  height  to  uliinti  4he  d^^DM^net  *Qf 
o^iDioo,  both  in  |>arliaaieBty  muA  ia  .the  >ptty«B 
inkidi 'bad  pcooetdadi  on^ttie  inodeto.b««riopted 
for  supplying  the  teo^jrary  siMponemi  of  Ui0 
exeoutiye  braaeh  of  the  eonalUtiition,  werejo- 
eoUeoted  with  inereaaed  disauiy  4Uid  appvehen* 
oion*  No  provkioB  had  been  mde  bjr  the  'Wie- 
idom  of  parliament  on  that  oooaaton,  or  od  the 
more  recent  alarm  in  1801^  to  neet  the  iaeon^ 
TonieDcea  neeesaaialy  •  aUendwut  pa  a  aiatilar 
(Mdaaaiy,  and  the  preeent  uortentuous  aitiiatioii 
of  .the  OMiatry  seemed  to  -demand  the  jCN>natanit 
•ad  uaFemitting  exereise  of  the  fuaotions  ^ 
mileaty.  On  the  27th  of  February,  twelw 
.d^s  fldfiber  the  aotifioation  -of  his  majesty-s  ill- 
iiese^  Ahe  fi»t  hidletia  appeaoed,  mkiQh  oould  be 
aaid^io^hokl  out.any  piroapeci  of  its  favourable  or 
a|WMidy  fttrmiaation.  This  consolatory  iafonaa*- 
t£>a  UKas  followed,  on  the  29th,  hytbe  daclaiio- 
jtioBS  in  parliameat  jof  the  ohanoellor  of  4he 
•eiEabeqaer,  '^  that  there  was  /Bo  aeeessary  sus- 
jpeaaion  of  .the  royal  fiinctieas ;!'  hiii.this  asaer«- 
iUofli  was  deeaied  iiasatisfaQl#ry.  Aadritwas.aat 
4iH^the  Otb  of  March,  that  .the  4qppreheosMMi-i^ 
B  loyal  and  affeetioaate  people  were  disaipateil, 
hy  the  asoaraaea  .ef  the  lotd  QhaaQellor,  tgiviNft 
4»»his  -riaee,  in  the  iuppcv  house  of  j»arUameDl^ 
<*  that  he  had  eoneeifted  it  proper  aad  aeaeseany 
jlo^have  a  ^personal  •iatarww  with  thoiaoviereiga, 
at  which  «dtte  disoiiasioii  had  taken  .plaee  with 
laspeot  to  4he  J»ilb  submitted  for  tbe  sojaltae*- 
sent;  aad  he  had  no  hesHatien  to  «ver,  that  the 
lOMHilit  *^f  ^ail  that  took  plaee  oa  that  oooawiaa, 
iiiUy  ^jusliM  him  >in  (aaaeunsiiig  Jiis  nM^eaty's 
«S8f»t'^4o'tfaii  hUls'apeeified  ia  therjroyal>CMn«i»- 
aion.^*    This  oomoHinioatioii  was  reeet^ad  'with 


fffaeral  joy  tbroughottt  the.  eouAtt v,  <aad  the 
4iavery  of  his  majest?  was  hdtted  fss  a  aalis«al 
fhlfosing,  ia  the  aaidat  of  the  aamecmis  aad 
weighty  difficulties  iu'which  Uie  empire  wee,  «t 
;tha  preseat  momeat,  involved. 

Dwiug  this  period,  the  ooaAicts  of  parties 
JmI  act  subsided^  and  motMis  were  made,  aad 
4itheiaaaaounoed  as  in  pnparatioo,  whid&waae 
JiMy  to  try  toithe  utmost  the  strength  of  ^veva<» 
{meat.  Soaie  of  the  earliest  of  these  tSbrtsrer 
Jalad;to  Irelaad.  Admiral  .Beriiet^ihad,  befcre 
the.  recess,  gnea  notice  of  bis  intention,  to  flsove 
§ut  certain  papees  relative  to  the  late  insurrectiea 
in  Irelaad,  for  Urn  purpose  of  exculpatittg  his 
ivIatieB,  Geaeral  JEVo,  the  oommaader  of  the 
teres,  fipom  all  bbme  ea  that  occasion ;  bai 
miaiatecf  hatiag  given  him  the  most  eaiplicit 
assuraaccs,  that  th^  ae  ver  intended  to  crimmate 
tkai  officer,  or  to  ioipute  to  him  aay  negltgeaoe 
•a  thai  unhappy  oocasioa,  he  waved  his  iatamled 
motion. 

On  the  sevMth.of  March,  ^ir.Joba  Wrot- 
teslev  m»de  a  motion  lor  the  house  to  resolve, 
i^mlf  into  a  committee,  to  iniiuire  into  the  con* 


dhiet  'of  4the  Irish  gomniiiewt  drelsftiae  to.  4he 
ifasagroctioB  joi  4he  MH  of  duly,  aadthe  pretiiO|i8 
conduct  of  the  Irish  govemmeiit,eo'fiir  as  related 
to  (hat  insurrection.  This  jmotion  was  siiyiporte^ 
by  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Gaaniog,  JBarl  Temple,  Ms. 
Windham,  •General  Tarletea,  4>r.  QLawrenee, 
Xiord  de  Belaquicre,  and  -Mr.  Orev ;  and  opposed 
by  Lord  Castlereagh,  Mr.  Archdall,  Mr.  Paw- 
son,  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke,  Mr.  Dallas,  the  At- 
torn^ General,  Mr.  IHeraey,  the  Chaaoellor  of 
the  Eixcdiequer,  and- Colonel  Hutchinson,  on  the 
^ound  that  .the  intent  of  the  n^otioo  was  to 
atamk  Ijord  Hatdwicke,  at  a  tiBM  wbea  bis- whole 
<aM»tion  was  occupied  in  the  admiaistratiea<af 
tbeafiairs  of  Ireland.  The  debate,  wbioh  wm 
lOoadaeted  with  gyeat  faaiuMitioa,  aadsome  de- 
fpree  of  .ai^rity,  was  protiaated  itiUaetr  ^ik4a 
.o'Qlock  on  the  foHewiag  momiag,  frhen,  .on  a 
jdivisioa  pf  the  housey  the  motioa  .was  loetibv  « 
migaritf  of  one  thundfled  ,«ml  -seveatyrdght  t» 
^htyitwo  'npiom. 

An  <iict  of  iustfce,  «at Mlyanresisted,  hat 
jsaea  aaUad  «fiir  -bv  the  general  .^poneats  of  adf- 
jainiatratiaii,  itook  plaee  in  the  ooarse  of  iha 
pqesent  eoitioa  of  parlianieat,»by  an  act,  aal» 
.tliag  'the  «aum  of  twelvo  bandeed  peranimmasi 
the  fiunily  af  Lord  Kilwardea,  the  ilhrntrioM 
victim  of  the  98d  of  July.  By  ^his  act,  eiglit 
4iundred  a  vear  was  nettled  upon  bis  widow  .for 
Jife,  .and  after  ^hsr  death  upon  rk^  son,  bearhv 
4he  tilla  of  hmd  iKilwarden ;  raad«four  handred 
a  year  foa  the  two  daughters  of  the  deceased 
iChmf  jaatiee-;  ^e  aaaaitjr  to  eemmeaoe  from  the 
nBemorable  ^aight  of  their  mifortanate  •pareot^ 
^aassacre. 

Although  the  restrietioa  of  the  issues  df 
«ssh  by  the  baak  of  Irelaad  had  generally  besv 
fisgarded  »as  a  .measure  aeoessatily  resuRiag 
irw  the  restriction  on  the  haiik  of  Bnghmi^ 
^t,  when  tUs  sulyect  was  submitted  to  -the 
house  of  commons,  on  (he  18th  of  Febraarv,  it 
accaaioned  an  animated  debate,  and  called  forth 
a  flsaideo  epeeob  from  LoMl  Heary  Petty,  oMsat 
jNsi  of  the  Marquia  of  Lanadowae,  in  whidi 
his:birdship  diaplayed  considerable'taleats,  both 
as  a  parkamealary  apeaker,  aad  a  pablie 
fiamMsier 

On  the  eOth  of  March,  the  tdumcallor  of 
the  eftchequer  pneaented  a  massage  from  his 
aM^eaty,  anaouacing  a  v.ohintary  oflsc  of. the 
Iriah  militia  to  eatMd  their  asrvices  to  Gasat 
BrilaiB,  eapresssd  in  the  following  taraia:-«- 


Ohat.  U. 


6.  R. 


.1 


**  His  majesty  thinks  proper  to  ac<|tiaint  the  bou^ 
of  oenMuens,  that  the  efltoers,  smi««oniDisiioBcd  efficerr, 
sail.4pfifBtes».ef  the  aevcraL  nghnasts  cf  the  mitiila  lef 
Irelaad,  have  made  a  volnnUrjr  tender  of  their  aerficMt 
to,  be  employed  in  Qrest  Britain  dpring  the  war.  .  Hit 
majesty  bat  receired  with  ^i^rea^  tatimetion  this  strilLing 
-proof -^f  their  sflectioir  and  attachment  towardfl  his  person 
and  gortmment,  and  of  the  palriotie  seal  for  the  general 
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Obap.  11.  of  public  spirit  may  be  attended  with  the  must  important 
advantages  at  the  present  conjimetnre,  he  recommends  it  to 
bis  faithtbl  commons,  to  adopt  snch  regohttions  as  maj- 
enable  bim  to  accept  tbe  cerricea  of  sveb  parts  of  the  mih- 
tin  forces  of  Ireland  aa  ma^  Tolantarily  offer  tbeir  servieee 
to.be  employed  in  Great  Bntain,  for  anch  time,  and  to  soch 
extent,  as  to  tbe  wiadcmi  of  parliament  may  seem  ex- 
pedient." 

Two  days  after  the  deliTery  of  this  messagei 
an  address,  grounded  on  its  recommendationy  was 
ttored  by  Mr.  Yorke  ;  and  billb  ultimately  passed 
both  houses  of  parliament,  to  enable  his  majesty 
to  accept  the  services  of  the  Irish  militia,  and  to 
raise  ten  thousand  additional  militia  in  Ireland. 

While  these  measures  were  proceeding  in 
their  respective  stages,  a  systematic  attack  on 
the  ministry  was  pursued  by  all  tbe  parties  in 
opposition,  through  the  mediara  of  inveatiga- 
tiofts  on .  the  military  and  navti  affhirs  of  the 
empire.  This  opposition  was  most  particularly 
displayed  in  ^e  progress  of  a  bill  to  explain, 
amend,  and  consolidate  the  proTisions  contain- 
■ed  in  the  general  acts  relatiTe  to  tbe  yeomanry 
and  volunteer  corps  of  the  united  kingdom,* 
•nd  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke,  on  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  this  bill,  explained  its  scope  and 
object  In  introducing  this  measure,  he  depre- 
cated all  party  animositv  in  the  discussion  of  tbe 
question,  and  explained,  that  the  poncern  of  bis 
migesty^s  ministers  was,  in  the  first  place,  to 
set  at  rest  the  question  that  had  been  enter- 
tained, relative  to  the  powers  of  volunteers  to 
resign  at  their  pleasure ;  and  secondly,  to  vest 
the  appointment  of  volunteer  officers  in  tbe 
'crown,  and  not  in  the  corps  themselves.  After 
pointing  out  a  Tariety  of  alterations  which  he 
proposed  in  the  manner  of  granting  the  exemp- 
tions, he  submitted  to  the  assemblv,  whether  it 
was  not  better,  under  existing  arcumstances, 
to  continue  tbe  volunteer  system,  even  with  all 
its  necessary  ddects,  than  to  abandon  it,  in 
order  to  find  out  some  other  kind  of  defence, 
that  might  indeed  sound  better  in  theory,  but 
which  would  turn  out  much  worse  in  practice. 
The  progress^of  this  bill  tbroogh  the  house  of 
commons  ocoosioned  several  animated  debates, 
and  several  divisions,  in  whidi  tbe  majorities 
were  in  general  flieittering  to  ministers.  In  the 
lords,  the  bill  encountered  a  warm  opposition, 
particularly  from  Lords  Grenville  and  Spencer, 
who  proposed  several  amendments,  which  were 
rejected  by  considerable  majorities.  In  the 
course  of  the  discussions,  the  Earl  of  Suffolk 
moved  for  a  committer  to  inquire  into  tbe  state 
of  the  defence  of  the  country,  but  the  proposi-* 


tion  was  negatiyed  vrithout  a  division,  and  the 
▼olunteer  consolidation  bill  was  finally  enacted. 

The  course  of  debate  on  the  volunteer  bill 
was  interrupted  by  &  motion  of  which  Mr.  Pitt 
bad  before  given  notice,  on  a  subject  of  mucb 
higher  interest — ^the  naval  defence  of  the  country ; 
a  question  vrhich  was  expected  more  than  any 
other  to  try  tiie  strength  of  ministry,  and  even  to 
shake    their   power   to  its  foundation.      This 
motion  was  introduced  on  the  15th  of  Hardi, 
and  Mr.  Pitt  began  by  expressing  his  expeeta- 
tion,  that  part  of  tbe  documents   which  it  was 
his  intention  to  call  for,  would  be  granted  by 
ministers  without  resistance.    His  first  motioo, 
he  said,  would  be  for  an  address,  requiestittgtbat 
his  majesty  would  order  to  be  laid  before  parlia* 
ment,  an  account  of  the  number  of  ships  of  tbe 
line,  and  smaller  Tcssels,  in  commission  on  tbe 
81st  of  December,  1708,  on  the  80tb  of  Sqitem- 
her,  1801,  and  on  the  8Ist  of  December,  180$, 
specifying  tbe  service  in  which  they  wefe  respec* 
tivdy  employed.    He  made  his  motion  from  a 
conviction,  that  if  the  papers  were  ^ranted,  it 
.would  appear  that  tbe  number  of  that  uescriptioa 
of   our    naval   force,   fit  to  repel    the    actaal 
attempts  of  the  enemy,   was,    at    the   present 
moment,  much  inferior,  and  less  adequate  to  tbe 
exigency  of  the  danger,  than  at  any  period  in 
former  times.    If  these  documents  were  granted, 
his  next  motion  would  be  for  a  copy  of  the  con- 
tracts made,  and  the  orders  given  by  the  lor4s 
of  the  admiralty,  in  1798,  1797,  and  1808,  wiih 
•respect  to  the  number  of  gun  vessels  to  be  buikt 
distinguishing  the  time  at  which  each  contract 
was  made,   tiie  period  in  which  it  was  to  be 
brought  to  a  conclusion^  and  the  amount  of  tbe 
sum  to  be  paid  for  its  performance.  This  accomit 
•would  shew  the  opinion  of  tiie  lords  of  the  admi- 
ralty on  the  subject,  and  would  also  afford  the 
means  of  comparing  our  naval  strength  in  tUs 
respect,  as  it  actuslly  existed,  with  what  it  was 
in  former  instances,  and  tend  most  esneotially  to 
promote  that  end  for  which  we  could  not  be  too 
xealous  in  our  wishes — ^the  security  of  tbe  conn* 
try.    Mr.  Pitt  said,  that  since  the  present  lords  of 
the  admirakv  came  into  office,  onlv  two  ships  of 
the  line  had  been  contracted  for  in  tbe  merchant's 
yards,  and  his  next  motion    should    therefore 
be,  that  there   be  laid  before  tbe  house  a   list 
of  such  ships  as  bad  been  built  in  the  king's 
yards  in  1798,  and  in  1801.    On  the  subject  of 
manning  the   navy,  he   observed,   that  in  the 
former  war  we  set  out  with  sixteen  thousand 
men,  but  in  the  course  of  the  year  they  were 
increased  to  the  number  of  seventy-five  thousand, 
indnding   marines.      In   the   present  war  we 


*  A  abort  time  before  the  introdoetion  of  tbio  bill,  tbe  Coart  of  King^e  Bench,  confrary  to  tbe  opinion  of  bis  BMr 
^Jetty's  attoniey-geiiend,  bad  decidod  Ibat  a  voiuatter  was  at  liberty  to  resign  wbentrer  be  night  tbiak  pn>^. 
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started  with  fifty  thousanit  men,  and  had  all  the 
great  advantages  ariaing  from  an  unprecedented 
prosperity  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  yet  at 
the  end  of  the  year  our  naTal  force  did  not  exceed 
eighty-six  thousand  men.  Thus  in  the  first  year 
of  the  former  war,  we  had  an  increase  of  sixty 
thousand  seamen,  and  in  the  first  year  of  the 
present  war^  an  augmentation  of  only  thirty-six 
thousand. 

Mr.  Tierney,  treasurer  of  the  navy,  express- 
ed his  surprize,  that  a  motion  of  inquiry,  tending 
to  a  censure  of  the  admiralty,  should  be  proposed 
just  at  a  time  when   all  the  enemy's  ports  were 
sealed  up,   our   commerce    protected  in   O'Very 
direction,  and  our  trade  prosperous  in  an  luiex-^ 
ampled  degree ;  and  that  a  motion  with  such  an 
object  should  proceed  from  a  right  honourable 
gentleman,  who,  at  no  remote  period,  had  been 
unbounded  in  his  eulogiums  en  the  capacity  and 
talents  of  the  Earl  St.   Vincent,  whom  he  bad 
described  *  as    the    only  person  fitt^   for   the 
situation  of  the  first  lord  of  the  adttiiFalty.  Mr. 
Tierney  objected  strongly  to  the  production  of 
the  papers  reqtiired,  and  was   at  a  loss  to  con- 
cdre   how    the    measure    could,    for  a  single 
instant,   be  entertained  by  the  house,  when  no 
cause,  no  single  fact,  was    brought  forward  to 
support  it ;  when  every  possible  energy  per^sided 
that  branch  of'  the  punlio  service  fprer  which 
the    noble  lord   presided ;     when    naval  skill, 
vigilaoee,  and  activity,  were  displayed  in  every 
quarter,  and  when  the  best  officers  were  employ- 
ei  in  every  direction,  with  the  highest  honour  to 
themselves,    and   the  moat  decided  advantage 
to  their  eotmtry.     Mr.  Tierdey  then  proceedra 
to  an  elaborate  statement  of  the  naval  means  of 
the  country,  both  for  defence  aiid  for  attack,  and 
concluded  by  dedlaring  his  readiness  to  grant  twa 
of  the  papers  required,  but  to  resist  the  produc- 
tion of  the  others. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  felt  himself  impelled,  by  a^ 
sense  of  public  duty,  to  support  Mr.  PkVs 
motions,  while  Mr.  Sheridan,  in  a  very  brilliant 
speech,  advocated  the  cause  of  ministers. 

Mr.  Fox  fully  concurred  in  the  praise  be- 
stowed upon  £arl  St.  Vincent ;  but  ministers,  he 
said,  had  only  two  courses  that  they  could  with 
propriety  pursue,  either  to  say  that  no  case 
whatever  had  been  made  out„and  on  that  ground 
to  refuse  the  papers  altogether ;  or  to  produce 
all  the  papers  that  could  reasonably  be  asked 
for,  and  upon  the  consideration  of  those  docu- 
ments, to  eall  for  the  censure  or  acquittal  of  the 
house.  But  the  line  of  conduct  they  had  taken 
did  neither  the  one  nor  th6  other.  By  granting 
some  papers  and  refusing  others,  they  admitted 
enough  to  countenance  the  supposition  of  some- 
thing wrong  in  the  naval  administration,  and  did 
(No.  31.) 


not  go  far  enough  to  let  that  suspieion  be  wiped  BOOK  III. 
away.  T        Tp 

The  debate  was  continued  for  several  hours,  y'^^-  **; 
and  turned  in  a  great  measure  upon  the  question,  lafxA 
whether  it  would  be  more  demonstrative  of  high 
consideration  for  Earl  St  Vincent,  to  vote  for  or 
against  the  motion  submitted  to  the  house  by 
Mr.  Pitt.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and 
several  other  members,  spoke  against  the  motion ; 
and  Sir  William  Curtis,  in  answer  to  a  charge 
that  the  trade  of  the  country  was  neglected, 
declared  that  it  was  iiever  so  well  protected  as 
at  the  present  moment.  On  a  division,  the 
numbers  were,  for  Mr.  Pitt's  motion,  one  hundred 
and  thirty  ;  against  it,  two  hundred  and  one; 
constituting  a  majority  for  its  rejection  of  seventy* 
one  voices. 

Another  measure,  connected  with  the  de-  - 
fence  of  the  country,  which  occasioned  very  ani- 
mated debates,  and  called  forth  all  the  strength  pf 
the  rivalparties  in  parliament,  was  a  motion  made 
by  Mr.  Fox  on  the  ^Sd  of  April,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  of  the  whole   house,  to 
whom  should  be  confided  the  revisal  of  the  seve- 
ral bills  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  with  in-* 
structions  to  consider  of  such  further  measures  as 
might  be  necessary  to  make  that  defence  more 
complete  and  permanent.    As  'the  object  of  this 
motion  was  avowedly  to  displace  the  ministers^ 
much  of  the  debate  turned  on  sul^jeots  connected 
with  that  event.    The  conduct  of  administration 
was  defended  by  Mr.  Secretarv  Yorke,  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,    Air.  Vansittart,'  Sir 
William    Pulteney,    the  Attorney -general,  an4 
Mr.  Tierney ;  and  censured  by  Mr.  Windham^ 
Mr.  Pitt,    and  several  other  members  «of  the 
coalesced  opposition.    Mr.  Pitt,  in  a  speech  of 
considerable  length,  made  a  violent  attach  on 
ministers,  affirmmg,  that  after  twelve  months  of 
war^  preceded  by  a  peace  which,  by  their  owa 
confession,  was    a    mere   notice    of  that  w:ar, 
they  had  bsought  forward  nothing  in  whicfi  there 
had  not  been  a  variety  of  contradictions  in  the 
plans,  repugnances  in*  the  measures,  and  imbe* 
cility  in  the  execution.    At  a  late  hour  the  house 
divided,    when  there  appeared  for  Mr.  Fox's 
motion  two  hundred  and  four ;  against  it,  two 
hundred  and  fifty rsix  voices. 

Two  nights  afterwards  Mr.  Pitt  opposed 
the  motion  for  the  speaker  leaving  the  chair, 
that  the  house  might  go  into  a  committee  on 
the  bill  for  suspending  the  operation  of  the  army 
of  reserve  act;  on  wbich  occasion  the  miDisterial 
migority  was  reduced  to  thirty-seven,  the  mem- 
bers being  two  hundred  ana  forty,  to  two  hun- 
dred and  three  voices. 

Ministers,  finding  it  impossible  to  conduct 
the  business  of  the  coun^  against  such  an  over- 
5  T  .       . 
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INMttTt.  IrbeltDiH^  opMintion,  oaiM  to  tiie  resotntiw  of 
■  making  a  tenaer  of  thdr  resignactiops  to  the  sove- 

Cbap.  II.  rei^.  In  tli«  mean  loamy  the  MWir^im  of  Staf- 
Ibrd  ga^^  notice  of  a  aootioo  fa  ihe  fioate  of  lards, 
aitoilar  td  that  li«M<*  Mr.  Foit  llad  so  Kcmtly 
tfHidB  In  the  oihft  lianae  tfi  pariiamefat.  Bnt^ 
on  the  8<Hh  of  April,  the  order  of  the  day  hatiag 
been  readfor  Ike  ttotfon  ef  ti^  Marquis  of  6taf- 
§€hrAj  Lord  Hal^esbury  rose  in  considerable  agi* 
tatron,  and  intreated  the  noble  narqois  to  post- 
pone the  discussion,  pledging  bis  charaeter,  both 
ns  a  minister  and  a  lord  of  parliament,  that  the 
treasons  by  trhich  he  \vas  induced  to  make  this 
a^plicatadn  were  SilAdently  cogent,  if  known 
to  the  nol>le  marquis,  tl>  gain  his  ready  acquies- 
eeace ;  tbey  Wer^,  bo  wet«r,  of  that  ddicate  nature, 
that  he  was  restrained  by  a  sense  of  dnty  Iron 
disclosing  them.  The  Marquis  of  Btiifford, 
under  these  <diKssmstences,  agreed  to  postpone 
Ms  inteaded  motion. 

On  the  (Mime  daiy,  in  the  liouse  #f  commopist 
Mr.  Addlngton  opened  the  budget  for  the  year. 
Vhe'diancellor  of  the  excheqvsr  exDatiated  on 
ttie  adirantagea  which  had  ataready  been  finuad 
te  result  frMn  tbe  system  of  prereming  on 
htigmeirtation  of  the  national  debt,  by  raising 
the  prhicipal  part  of  the  supj^es  within  the  year. 
He  now  entered  itfte  a  Tery  dotaaled  stalement, 
to  shew  that  the  war  taxes,  which  he  bad  calou- 
lated  last  year  at  only  niae  millions,  would  pro-* 
hably  pw^ifce  in  future  not  less  than  twelve 
niilmns  and  k  half ;  and  that  the  permanent  taxes 
Wettld  Mtrtfttue  as  productire  as  in  former  yean. 
Among  the  ways  and  means,  he  proposed  to 
s^d  fit  million  a  year  to  the  war  taxes,  by  inoreas*- 
ing  ihe  duty  <m  wine,  from  tweWe  to  twenty 
poaods  per  ton,  and  by  laying  a  duty  of  twelve 
ioid  ttiree  qoarlers  on  all  imports,  except  tea, 
wine,  and  cotton-wool.  The  produce  of  the 
eonsolidated  fond  he  abould  redLon  at  fire  mil-* 
lions,  Instead  of  six  and  a  half,  at  which  he  had 
before  calculated  it,  in  ad^tion  to  which  he 
nhould  propose  a  loan  of  ten  millions,  and  a  Tote 
of  credit  of  two  millions  and  a  half.  The 
faiterest  of  the  loan,  and  the  one  per  cent,  for 
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its  extinction,  would  amount,  with  the  vWat^h 
of  management,  to  about  neren  hundred  aal 
thirty-six  thousand  pounds ;  to  Hieet  which,  be 
should  propose  an  alteration  in  the  stamp  dotifs, 
which  would  give  an  addition  of  eight  bundreti 
thonsaind  pounds  annually.  After  again  advert- 
ing to  the  advantages  of  bin  sy^^tein  of  BDasce, 
heconchided  by  pn^fiosing  hiH  resolutions,  wluch 
were  agreed  to  in  the  committee.* 

The  intimation  giren  by  l^ord  Hawkesbsrj 
in  the  upper  house  of  parliament,  on  the  dOth  of 
April,  was  followed  by  the  imnoediate  resignatid 
of  a  part  of  the  existing  adminintmtion ;  and  « 
the  8d  of  the  following  mouthy  a  communicatHw 
from  hia  mijesty  was  made  to  Mr.  Pitt,  throogk 
the  medium  of  the  lord  ohaacdlor.      The  e)^ 
mUed  office  of  prime  minister  was  at  this  tine 
offinred  to  Mr.  Pitt ;  but  the  tender  is  reported  to 
hare  been  made  witfi  express  stipulations  a^uM 
the  reriiral  of  the  catholic  qoention,  and  agsiiut 
the  admimion  into  the  cabinet  of  the  distingvislK 
ed  leader  of  the  old  opposition*     On  the  7tb  of 
May,  the  appointed  interview  took  place  betwen 
hia  majesty  and  Mr.  Pitt,  upon  which  occisioi 
the  king  is  said  to  hare  expressed  no  objeetioa  to 
Lord  GrenriUe,  Barl  Spencer,    Mr.  Wisdliaa, 
or  indeed  to  any  of  their  friends,  with  one  excep- 
tion ;   and  upon  this  point,  it   was  stated,  ^ 
majesty^s  resolution  was  unalterably  fixed.   Mr. 
Pitt  hastened  to  oonMuunieate  the  resoh  ot  hi 
interriew  with  the  king,  to  Lord  GhenfiUe;a 
which  his    lordship  observed,    that  unless  ib. 
Fox  wwe  included  in  the  new  administratioDf  aid 
without  a  complete  abandonment  of  the  priacipit 
of  exclusion,  not  a  single  member  of  tbe  oev 
opposition   cpuld   accede  to  tbe  ministcfiaJ  tf- 
rangements.     Mr.  Fox,  actuated  hj  ^  ^^ 
magnanimous   and   disinterested   motitei,  m 
losing  sight  of  all  personal  consideratioDS,  pf*- 
fessed  his  desire  to  see  bis  majesty  sunroaiiM) 
at  the  present  crisis,  by  a  strong  administretlos, 
and  urged  tbe  membors  of  tbe  old  and  tbe  Dew 
opposition,  not  to  be  infiuenoed  by  any  feelia^  ot 
partiality  towards  him,  but  to  consult  on!j  ^ 
good  of  their  country.      Notwithstandiog  ths 
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liberal  aod  disinterefited  advice,  many  of  the 
former  friea<ls  and  coUea^ies  of  Mr.  Pitt  refus- 
ed to  accept  of  power- wiUiout  the  support  of  the 
official  co-operation  of  Mr.  Fox  ;  conceiving  that 
much  mischief  bad  already  resulted  to  the  state 
^  from  placjni^  the  i^eat  offices  of  government 
in  weak  and  incapabie  hands ;  and  that  no  hope 
of  any  etfeetual  remedy  for  these  mischief*!!  could 
exist,  but  by  unitin^^  in  the  public  service  as 
large  a  proportion  as  possible  of  the  weight* 
talents,  and  character,  to  be  found  in  public  men 
of  all  descriptions,  and  without  any  exception.* 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  expressing  his  views  on  this  point  iu 
the  hottse  of  commons,  some  days  after  the  for- 
mation of  the  new  administration,  said,  the  choice 
of  ministers  rested  wholly  with  the  crown.  This 
vrpis  oue  of  the  essential  and  fundamental  points 
of  our  monarchical  constitution.  With  reference 
to  Jjord  Grenville,  and  several  other  persons 
for  wtaom  he  had  great  affection  and  esteem,  be 
expressed  his  regret  that  they  had  declined  the  as- 
sistance and  co-operation  which  he  had  wished  to 
4>btain  ;  but  lie  doubted  whetiier  the  ^dmissioa 
of  Mr.  Fox  into  the  cabinet  wouldj  at  (he  same 
time  that  it  might  communicate  energy  to  his 
majesty's  councils,  contribute  to  produce  that 
decided  unity  of  operation  Which  appeared  to  he 
•o  extremely  desirable.  An  union  of  elements 
•o  discordant  might,  he  conceived,  have  produced 
an  eflect  very  different  from  what  was  hoped  and 
intended. 

The  peremptory  refusal  of  Lords  Grenville, 
Minto,  Pitzwilliam,  Carlisle,  and  Spencer^  and 
of  Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  Grenville,  and  others,  to 
accept  any  situation  in  the  new  government, 
proved  extremely  embarrassing  to  Mr.  Pitt,  In 
this  emergency  he  was  obliged  to  court  the 
assistance  of  those  whom  he  had  so  lately  stig- 
matized as  the  imbecile  executors  of  their  own 
contradictory  and  repugnant  measures ;  and  in 
forming  a  cabinet  of  eleven  persons,  lie  was 
under  the  necessity  of  assigning  six  of  the  seats 
to  members  of  the  late  administration.  The 
Duke  of  Portland  continued  lord  pre4dent; 
Lord  Eldon,  chancellor ;  the  Earl  of  Westmore- 
land, lord  privy  seal,  the  Eari  of  Chatham, 
master  of  the  ordnance ;  and  Lord  Castlereagh, 
president  of  the  board  of  controul  for  India 
aff^rs.  Lord  Hawkesbury  also  continued  in  the 
cabinet,  although  he  changed  his  office  of  secrer 
tary  of  state,  from  the  foreign  to  the  home  de- 
partment. In  this  new  arrangement,  Mr.  Pitt 
was  constituted  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  and 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  the  place  of  Mr, 
Addington  ;  Lord  Melville,  first  lord  of  the  ad- 
miraky,  which  office  liad  been  held  by  Earl  St. 
Vincent  ^  Lord  Harrowby,  secretary  for  foreign 
tffiurs^  vacant  by  the  removal  of  Lord  Hawkes- 


bury ;  Earl  Camden,  secretary  at  war  and  colo-  BOOK.  XI] 

nies,  vice  Lord  Hobart ;    and  Lord  Mulgrave,  -; ~ 

cbancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  with  a  seat  ^^^!\^ 
in  the  cabinet,  vacated    by  the  resignation  of  -^C^qT"^ 
Lord  Pelham.    The  alterations  in  the  different      ^**^ 
public  offices  were,   ; 


Ttt  Ri|^  Hon.  Wn.  Doite,  ieonluy  aii  mv,  vke  BfK  Bf^gg^f 
Sight  Hen.  G««.  Caottiiig,  tntsonr  of  dMrnty*  o»Mifr.TMney< 

Right  Hon.  Otc  Rom,  \jmnt  pi^iDMtaM  ]  Mr.  (Mee^, 

Ri^  Hon.  LoidC.  SooMBNt,  j  oftfaefiffiMi,vlc»  ( MT.lLAmngUmi 
Duke  of  MoDtrote,  joint  jKMt-fDaiter-goienl^  vice  Ixnd  AlicUmid  } 

WinUin  Htiakisaon,  Em.     iMCKtarioitothcl  Mr.  VaniUtart, 
Wbi.  6ti«8M  Boiime,  Biq.  j   tNUWrjr,  vice  J  Mt.  ftttgait. 

The  goftniMnt  of  lidaod,  aoA  Am  Imt  OipiitaMaii  in  Mb 


Any  predilections   which  mlight  be  enter-^ 
tainedin  favour  of  the  new  adroioi^trfttkMi^  wem 
considerably  damped  by  the  evident  strength  ot 
the  certain  opposition  wiUi  which  it  was  to  be 
encountered,   and  by  the  probability  thai  Mf« 
Addington  and  his  paity  would  assist  to  swell 
the  ranks  of  the  adversaries  of  Mr*  Pitt^  aa  he 
had  helped  to  strengthen  the  opiiAsition  formed 
against  them.     The  ex-minister  however  ha4 
disclosed  no  such  tntentions.    His  position,  in* 
deed,  was^jnost  enviable;  his  entry  into  offioe 
was  a  sacrifice,  and  his  going  out  a  trinviph* 
With  respect  to  the  character  of  his  adminis- 
tration, very  opposite  opinions  bad  heen  enter* 
tained«    A  mild  and  constitutionAl  exercise  of 
power  secured  it  the  approbation  of  a  very  con* 
siderable    number    of   iiidependeDt   supporleca^ 
while  tlie  advocates  for   public  energy  loudly 
expressed  ttmr  disapprobation  of  a  system  of 
government  which  they  conceived  to  be  inade* 
quate  to   the  extraordinary  exigencies  of  the 
times.       By    a   kind  of  parodo&ical   fatality, 
the    peace    nade   by  Mr.  Addington  was,  by- 
many  of  his  adversaries^  reprobated  as   a  nm» 
tional    calamity,   and  the   renewal  of  the  war 
regarded  as  a  public  benefit.      But  the  peace 
of  Admiens  stapds  upon  an  equality  with  almoat 
all  the  treaties  by  which  the  wars  of  this  country 
have  been  terminated  ;  and  in  giving  iip  a  large 
share  of  our  conquests,  Mr.  Addington  only  fol- 
lowed  the  example   of  former  ministers.     In 
retiring  from  office  he  sought  no  indemnity  fof 
his  conduct ;  aod  made  no  apology  for  any  not 
of  his  governixient ;  mo  man  was  so  hardy  as  to 
bring  against  him  any  public  accusation ;  the 
people    rejoiced  not  at  his  removal,    and    his 
sovereign  attested  his  optniojn  of  his  virtues  ami 
his  talents  by  presenting  him  with  a  grant  from 
the  crown,  and  elevating  him  at  no  distaot  period 
to  the  peerage. 

A  few  days  necessarily  elapsed  after  tho 
change  of  the  miniatry,  before  Mr.  Pitt  could 
be  re-elected,  and  for  a  short  tiipe  after  he  huA 
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BOOK  IIT.  resumed  his  seat  none  but  ordinary  business  was 
""  ~  transacted.  Party  seemed  in  ihe  mean  time  to 
Chap.  II.  y^^  suspended,  and  the  plan  and  arrangement  of 
such  a  system  as  the  altered  position  of  air;»ir8 
required,  occupied  the  attention  of  the  members 
of  both  houses  of  parliament.  That  the  opuosi- 
iion  would  be  formidable,  both  from  numners, 
character,  apd  talent,  Mr.  Pitt  had  no  room  to 
doubt ;  yet  he  betrayed  no  alarm,  nor  was  per- 
haps capable  of  drooping  under  that  sensation. 
He  knew  the  resources  of  his  own  mind,  relied 
with  confidence  on  his  readiness  to  repel  all 
attacks  in  parliament,  and  on  a  certain  share 
of  popularity  which  he  enjoyed  in  the  country  ; 
he  could  not,  however,  be  blind  to  the  difficulties 
with  which  he  was  beset,  but  he  prepared  to  meet 
them  with  firmness,  trusting  that  by  perseverance 
he  should  disperse  or  surmount  them. 

The  first  subject  of  importance  that  engaged 
thb  attention  of  parliament  was  brought  under 
discussion  by  Mr.  Wilberforce,  who,  on  the  30th 
of  May,  pressed  upon  the  consideration  of  the 
house  the  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade, 
It  Was,  he  said,  now  sixteen  years  since  he  first 
submitted  to  parliament  this  momentous  ques- 
tion. In  the  year  1702,  the  plan  for  gradual 
abolition  was  adopted,  with  a  view  to  consult  the 
wishes  and  feelings  of  the  West  India  mer- 
chants. The  year  1706  was  fixed  on  as  the 
period  when  this  nefarious  traffic  was  in  a  great 
meaJiure  to  cease ;  and  in  1800  its  ultimate  abo- 
lition was  to  be  efiected.  In  1700  no  abolition 
took  place;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  West 
India,  colonists  then  began  to  talk  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  which  they  had  in  those  whom 
they  denominated  their  practical  labourers. 
These  rights  Mr.  Wilberforce  determined  to 
resist,  and  in  their  place  to  establish  the  rights 
of  nature  and  of  humanity.  And  whether  upon 
this  occasion  the  hononraUe  gentleman  derived 
additional  vigour  from  a  hope  that  his  exertions 
in  the  important  cause  he  advocated  ^ould  be 
attended  .with  success  ;  or  whether  stimulated 
by  despair,  'he  was  resolved  to  appeal  to 
every  feeling  of  the  heart  in  defence  of  the 
claims  of  humanity  and  justice—certain  it  is  that 
his  language  never  assumed  a  higher  tone  of 
eloquence,  or  displayed  greater  force  of  reason- 
ing, than  in  supporting  tiiis  grand  and  Ood-like 
cause.  The  motion  submitted  to  parliament 
onr  this  occasion  was,  that  the  house  should 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee,  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  introducing  a  bill  for  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade  within  a  time  to  be  limited.  In 
the  course  of  a  very  animated  debate,  several 
members  opposed  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wilber- 
force, which  was  supported  by  Mr.  Pox  and 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  carried  on  a  division  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  to  forty-nine  voicea.  In 
consequence  of  thia  vote,   a  bill  was  brdught 


into  parliament  for  the  abolitioii  of  the  slave 
trade,  limiting  the  latest  period  at  which  si  ips 
were  to  be  allowed  to  clear  out  from  an  Eug-- 
lish  port  for  this  traffic  to  the  Ist  of  October, 
1804.  The  debates  on  this  bill  were  frequent 
and  animated;  and  on  the  28th  of  June,  the 
third  reading  was  carried  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons by  a  ms^ority  of  sixty-nine  to  thirty-three 
voices. 

In  the  house  of  lords  the  opposition  was 
more  strenuous  and  successful,  and  the  bill  for 
the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  was,  on  the 
30th  of  Julv,  thrown  out  in  that  assembly  with- 
out  a  division,  on  the  ground  that  the  late 
period  of  the  session  would  prevent  the  parties 
interested  from  attaining  comolete  justice. 

No  measure  submitted  during  the  whole 
session  of  parliament  to  the  consideration  of  the 
'ffreat  council  of  the  nation  produced  more  Ela- 
borate and  animated  discussion  thain  the  plan 
for  raising  and  supporting  a  permanent  military 
force,  and  for  the  general  reduction  of  the  addi- 
tional militia.  This  bill  was  introduced  into 
parliament  on  the  5th  of  June,  by  Mr.  Pitt,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  und^r  'the  designa- 
tion of  the  ^'  additional  force  act,^'  and  aimed 
at  the  establishment  of  a  military  force,  not 
merely  to  meet  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
country,  but  to  serve  as  an  in^t^riument  for  the 
intermediate  improvement  of  the  system  already 
established,  and  to  supply  a  suSieient  resource 
to  the  regular  force  of  the  coiii^try,  should  an 
opportunity  offer  of  employing^  our  troops  in 
foreign  warfare.  This  measure,  whjch  embraced 
a  great  variety  of  details,  was  strenuously  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Adding- 
ton,  and  others,  but  the  bill  was  ultimately 
carried  through  the  lower  house  of  parliament 
by  small  ministerial  majorities,  there  appearing 
on  the  last  division  of  the  house,  for  the  bHl  two 
hundred  and  sixty-five,  against  it  two  hundred 
and  twenty-three,  leaving  a  majority  of  only 
forty-two  members. 

In  the  upper  house,  the  additional  force  bill 
wad  introduced  by  Earl  Camden,  and  opposed 
by  Earl  FitzwilUam,  the  Duke  of  Clarence^ 
Earl  Spencer,  Lord  Grenville,  and  several  other 
peers ;  but  the  division  was  far  more  flattering  to 
the  ministers  than  those  in  the  house  of  commons, 
their  measure  being  sanctioned  by  one  hundred 
and  fifty-four  against  sixty-nine  voices. 

This  was  the  last  question  in  which  the 
Strength  of  the  contending  parties  was  brought 
to  issue..  The  iremaining  part  of  the  session 
was  principally  employed  on  subjects  of  com- 
meVce  and  finance ;  and  on  the  20th  of  June, 
the  complex  and  difficult  subject  of  the  corn  laws 
was  brought  under  discussion.  It  has  been 
maintained  by  many  respectable  authorities  con* 
versant  in  the  subject  of  national  polity,  that 
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the  whole  system  of  the  fjorn  laws  is  prejadi- 
bial  to  the  public  weal,  and  that  it  is  desirable 
that  these  laws  should  be  altogether  repealed, 
leayiog  the  trade  free,  and  the  prices  to  find 
their  own  level ;  but  in  consequence  of  a  report 
of  the  house  of  commons,  it  was  deemed  expe- 
dient to  haVe  recourse  to  new  le^slatiye  regu- 
latioiis.  From  the  report  of  this  committee, 
it  appears  that  the  price  of  corn,  from  1701  to 
the  hanrest  of  1808,  had  been  irregular ;  but  had 
upon  an  average  yielded  a  fair  price  to  the 
grower.  The  high  prices  had  produced  the 
effect  of  stimulating  industry,  and  bringing  into 
cultivation  large  tracts  of  ^aste  land ;  which) 
combined  with  the  two  last  productive  seasons^ 
had  occasioned  such  a  depreciation  in  the  value  of 
grain,  as  would,  it  was  sa.id,  tend  to  the  discou- 
ragement of  appriculture^  unless  immediate  relief 
were  afibrded  by  the  interference  of  parliament. 
For  this  purpose,  although,  within  the  period  of 
the  last  thirteen  years,  no  less  than  thirty  millions 
sterling  had  been  paid  to  foreign  countries  for 
supplies  of  grain,  it  was  proposed  to  have  re* 
course  to  a  bounty  upon  exportation — a  measure 
that  had  not  been  resorted  to  for  a  period  of 
nearly  thirty  years.  With  this  view  a  bill  was 
brought  into  parliament.  Exportation  was  to  be 
admitted  when  the  price  of  wheat  was  at  or 
below  forty-eight  shillings  per  quarter  of  eight 
Winchester  bushels ;  and  importation  was  to  be 
allowed  when  the  average  price  in  the  twelve 
maritime  counties  of  England  should  exceed 
sixty- three  shillings,  but  not  when  com  was 
below  that  price.  It  was  held,  that  this  bill  was 
necessary  in  order  to  encourage  the  agriculture 
of  the  country ;  it  was  also  presumed  that  the 
measure  would  rendw  com  permanently  cheap, 
by  combining  the  interest  of  the  grower  with  that 
of  the  consumer.  And  upon  the  whole  it  was  ar- 
gued, that  the  true  way  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  scarcity,  was  to  remove  the  danger  of  such  a 
depreciation  in  the  value  of  com*  as  miffht  dis- 
courage the  farmer  from  producing  fuu  crops. 
It  was  on  the  other  hand  contended,  that  the 
effect  of  the  act  founded  on  the  bill  now  before  the 
house,  would  be  to  fix  a  minimum  upon  the  first 
necessary  of  life,  and  that,  if  the  interest  of  the 
grower  of  com  was  to  be  protected  by  a  mini- 
mum, the  interest  of  the  consumer  of  that  article 
should  be  guarded  by  a  maximum.     That  as  to 


the  idea  of  the  act  making  com  cheap,  it  was  at  BOOK  lit 

variance  vrith  the  professed  object  of  the  bill, 

which  was  to  serve  the  grower  by  keeping  up  the  ^^^^'  ^^- 
prices.  And  that  the  experience  of  the  past  had  ^^^Tgo^^ 
shewn,  what  the  evidence  of  the  future  would 
confirm,  that  the  effect  of  all  measures  of  this 
tiature  was  to  advance  the  price  of  corn,*  and 
with  that  article  to  enhance  the  price  of  every 
other  article  of  eeoeral  consumption.  The  bill, 
however,  notwithstanding  these,  and  a  variety  of 
other  objections,  passed  through  the  house  of 
commons  without  any  formidable  opposition. 

In  the  house  of  lords  some  few, petitions 
were  presented  against  the  corn  bill,  wluch  Earl 
Stanhope  designated  as  a  bill  to  starve  the 
poor.  On  the  second  reading,  his  lordship,  in 
offering  himself  to  the  house,  said,  that  the  object 
of  the  bill  was  to  encourage  the  growth  of  corn 
by  increasing  its  price — but  he  should  beg  leave 
to  submit  a  few  resolutions  calculated  to  pro- 
duce the  same  effect  by  -decreasing  the  price  of 
corn.  He  thought,  that  as  the  farmers  increased 
the  price  of  their  corn,  the  poor  rates,  the 
price  of  labour,  and  the  price  of  our  manufac-  « 
tures,  would  increase  in  the  same  proportion^ 
and  that  neither  agriculture,  nor  tne  farmer^ 
nor  the  merchant,  would  derive  any  advantage 
from  such  a  measure.  Whereas,  by  ttie  adoption 
of  his  plan,  every  body  might  be  satisfied,  and 
the  country  would  enjoy  plenty.  The  first  reso- 
lution he  should  propose  was, 

'*  That  public  granams  should  be  established,  to  re- 
ceive, in  years  of  pfeoty,  corn  and  grain  grown  m  this 
oouBtry,  in  order  to  keep  down  the  prices  in  years  of 
scarcity,  and  effectually  to  secure  to  this  nation,  in  all 
seasons,  a  sufficient  supply,  and  likewise  in  order  to  phyvide 
for  the  fanners  at  all  times  a  certain  market  for  their  com 
and  grain,  and  to  diminish  fluctuation  in  the  price  of  the* 
necessaries  of  life. 

"  Second,  That  all  impediincnts,  created  by  any  law 
or  laws,  to  the  free  warehousing  of  com  or  grain,  ought  to 
be  removed,  abolished ,  and  repmed  ;  and 

<«  Thirdly,  That  in  order  to  caooaraga  the  growth  of 
com  and  grain  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  decrease  the  price,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  at 
large,  and  for  the  increase  of  our  manufactures  ano  com^ 
merce,  farmers  should  be  for  erer  discharged  from  the  pay- 
ment of  all  direct  taxes,  parish  and  county  rates,  cesses, 
dues,  and  tythes,  and  from  all  pariiamentaiy  impositions 
whatever ;  save  onlv  and  except  those  rates  of  the  nature 
of  a  pensJty,  which  might  be  raised  on  any  hundred  as 
such. ' 


*  The  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  this  remark,  both  retrospecttvelv 
fbHewing  official  return  ef  the  aversge  price  of  wheat  per  quarter,  from  thi 
to  the  period  of  the  last  returns. 


and  prospectively,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
e  first  paraing  of  the  com  law  in  1791, 


teuTi. 

Price.      1    yMr#. 

Prke.     1 

Yeart^ 

Price. 

Vears. 

Price. 

1    rcart. 

Price.     1  Vcort, 

Prioe. 

«.     tL   1 

i. 

d. 

r 

t,       d. 

#.       d. 
61       1 

i.        d.    1 

c       d. 

1792 

42    11 

1796 

77 

1 

1800 

113    7 

1804 

1808 

79       0 

1812 

126    6 

1793 

48    11 

1797 

63 

1 

1801 

118    3 

1806 

87    10 

1809 

96      7 

1813 

120    0 

1794 

61       8 

1798 

60 

3 

1802 

07    6 

1806 

79      0 

1810 

106      2 

1814 

73    9 

1796 

74      2 

1799 

W 

6 

1803 

66    6 

1807 

73      3 

1811 

94      6 

1816 

66    3 
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IMMLIII         These  resolutions  were  supported  by  acgu- 

incnis  tqppHcuMe  to  eaeb,  and  after  expatiating 

Cba9.  II.  ^ftt'Iatrgeon  their'ben^ficial  tendency,  his  lordship 

^"^'^JjrT^  teonchfded-fayinoTh]^,  that  the  bill  now  before  the 

^^*     hotise  be-rejected.       v 

The  Bitke  of  'Montrose  thought  it  was  in 
lihef  highest  degree  mtschieTons  for  the  noble  lord 
to  ^tate  that  this  i?bs  a  bill  to  srtarTe  the  poor, 
when  it  was,  in  fact,  a  i^illto  preyent  famine 
and  scarcity.  The  Xiord  Chancellor,  and 'Lords 
WiHgnrre  and  Hawkesbary,  condemned  the  re- 
solutions moTed  by  Lord  Stanhope,  and  tlie  bill 
passed  ukhnatelyiilto  a  law. 

On'the*M  m  'July,  the  house  of  commons, 
qpoh  tttermbtion  of  the  chancellor  df  the  e:x6he- 
^uer,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  supply, 
to  ifHiieh  sereral  accounts  relative  to  the  aug- 
^mvntdrtion  of  the  ciTil  list  were  referred.    It  ap- 
peared-that  the  arrears  of  the  civil  list  amounted 
^present to  ihe  sum  i)f five' hundred  and  ninety 
ifaoiisaiid'povnds.     This  excess  of  expenditure, 
h  warstated,  had  athen  from  -a  variety  6(  ex- 
\pen9e8  hicurred  by  services  whieh  could  not  be 
-ftnrefeen  in  the  year '1862,  when' the  house  vdted 
'thedisdiarge  in  arrears  then  due,  amounting  to 
tMiout  two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds. 
'With-respeet'to  the  futnre  state  of  the  civil  list, 
'K  WII9  nrnposed  that  several  charges  upon  it 
tfaouM  m  annually  discharged  by  patliament. 
These  charges  amounted  'to  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  thousand  pounds,  nnd  related  to  fluc- 
tuating expenses ;  many  of  them  aroseifrom  the 
war»  otherjs  .from  increased  law  expenses.  And 
.others  from  the  nuUiplioatioQ  of  private  UHs, 


none  of  which  ought  properly  to  be  charged  os 
the  civil  list.     In  addition  to  .tke  payment  of  ^e 
arrears,  and  the  transfer  of  these  accounts,  a  posi- 
tive grant  was  also  proposed  to    be  given  in  ad- 
dition to  the  cif  il  list ;  and  when  the  increased 
expenses  upon  private  bills,  and   upon. household 
necessaries^  were  considered,  it    was   conceived 
the  annual  sum  of  sixty  thousaDd  pounds  woald 
not  be  thought  an  extravagant  augmentation. 
The  inccrme  of  the  civil  list  was  stated  to  he  about 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand  poandd, 
etnd  the  expenditure  upon  it  was  averajfed  at  nine 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  pounds,  leav- 
nig  a  deficiency  of  fifty-four  thousand  pounds; 
but  instead  of  this-exaiit  sura,  it  was  proposed  to 
make  the  more  liberal  addition  of  sixty  thousaod 
pounds.*     It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  observe, 
that  the  house  readily  assented   to  the  proposi- 
tions of  the  ^hanc^Hor  of  the  exchequer,  and  ibe 
discharge  of  the  arrears,   and  the  augmentation 
to  the  civil  li^,  were  voted  almost  without  op- 
position. 

The  session  ^was  now  drawing  to  a  dese, 

and  just   on  the   eve  4f  its   termination,  Kr. 

'Windham  took  an  opportunity  of  asking  for  in- 

Tormation  from  ministers,  respectinr  the  case  of 

Captain  *  Wright,  vdio  had  been  made  a  prisoiier 

of  war,    when  commanding  his  miyesty*s  sloop 

Vincego,  and' had  since  been. committed  to  dose 

coiiBnement  in  the  Temple  at  Paris,  Tor  refasiog 

to  answer   interrogatories  put  to,   him  by  the 

enemy,   after  his  capture;  hut    no    satisfacto/y 

answer   could   at  this   time  be    given  to  Mr. 

'Windham's  inquiries. 


♦Cmt  List.— Previously  to  tbe  accession  of  his  present  majesty  to  the  throne,  certun  speoiftc  rerenuBfWf 
reiidered>applicab1e  to  this  branch  of  the^pnUic  expenditure ;  bat  these  reyenues  w«re,  at' the  eenaienoetnent  of  im  rapt 
fdinquished,  and  in  lieu  thereof  an  annual  sum  of  «^800,OODgtatt<Mlbypai4iaineQt,  sobject< to  certain  Mmiities|a7' 
*4b)elothev«yal  fais^ly.  in  the  month  t>f  April,  1777,  the  ciiil  liit'Wffae>waaaagwcated  lo  «£goo,000  per  aMaB^sil 
the  tlebls^mng  upon  that  branch  of  the  rerenne  disehaiged.  Bntiteis  self  eo-be<  supposed  rthaf  the  whale  of  tbis«»h 
upended  annually  by  the  sovereign  and  his  fiunily ;  orthatthefauye^aad  fre<|Heat«ac— ninlatisn  df  debt.aiwsgr  vr« 
«lK.«ivilliBt  is  (aittgrelher<»attrifaataUe' to  the  myal  expenditare.  .Hie  foUowii^  stalenMai beia^  th^  rea«lt  o£«  it^ 
rasade  by  ft  WNswattee  «f  the  home  ef  taamaioBs,  'vriU  remove  any  error  of  this  .aaloce,  and  4|evve  to  jive^  taMlf 
eanreet  view  of  this  branch  of  the  poMio  expenditure  — 

'<«A]IGE6  4f  the  Civil  List  for  Sixteen  Years  prior  lo  the  fish  of  tanury,  :l8a9:-^ 


CUii. 

1.  Royal  Family  in  all  its  Branches 

2.  Great  Officers  of  fitate,(Jiidffe8,  *c.) 

«.  Foreigii  Jfiaisteni .......!../. !.._ 

4.  Tradesmen's    Bills    (Hk  Majesty's) 

6.  Menial  Servants  of  Ihd  Household 

•4J.  PensioM,  for  suppresseil  Offices  , ^,,, 

7.  filalaries,  Paid  out  of  the  Civil  List 

•8.  Commissioners  of  the  IVeasury ^ 

^.  Ocoasietial  Payments ,.„.^ , 


Annuai  avtrage  'Shcpense      |      T»tal  'for 


£. 
909,088 
.  33,979 

80,d86 
174,097 

93)434 
114,817 

76,013 

14,455 
203,964 


r     £, 

3,359,828 

5»^,472 

1,288,416 

-"2,795, 163 
1|478,789 
1^,077 
1,>16,223 

.-^1,191 
3,263428 
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£  1,000,167        11         6i|         I  18,003,589     17 
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On  the  3l8t  of  July  the  session  closed  with 
n  speech  from  the  throne,  in  which,  after  the 
usoal  acknowledgments  to  both  houses  of  parlia- 
ment, his  migesty  recommended  to  themendbers 
tp  carry  into  their  respective  counties  the  same 
9ml  far  the  puUic  inlereit  which  had  -guiOad 
^  .their  pioe^odings : 

*<ItwHl/*  saidthekiDg,  *<Wymirparticiilardiity,  te 
in«i4este  on  the  nimdt  of  aU  da«M  of  my  ■a>JBBti,  that 
the  preserratioa  of  all  tbot  ii  nott  desr  to  tkem  veqairealho 
coatinaaDce  of  their  miretnittiiiy  exertioDt  for  the  natioaal 
Mcwm.  Vhe  pf«paralMi  winch  the  eatnay  bashaoi  hag 
forming* •lor tke  dedawd pnrpoeeof  imrtdinif  thii hiagdon, 
are  d^y  augmenting,  ana  the  attempt  sppeert  to  have' been 
delayed  oa^  with  a  riew  to  procnriag  mdditioael  meaai  lar 
catrying^  it  into  execution.  Relying  on  the  skill,  Tslonr, 
and  diecipKne  of  my  naTtl  and  military  force,  aided  by  the 
Tolnntary  sea)  and  actiTe  eourage  of  my  people,  I  look  with 
CMiideiiee to  thaiiaae a# thiegnat oeaiijt,  iod  |  donbt' not 
bnt  \i  will  tenninate,  under  the  hleniBg'  of  .prondcnoey  aot 
only  in  repelling  the  dauj^er  of  the  moment,  hut  in  ettahliih- 
ing,  in  the  evee  of  foreign  nation,  the  security  of  this 
.^Murtry,  on(«  Mats  iiai«rto  be  sfaaimi.  Jn  addition  to  this 
Ihrst,  aKigraat  ebiact,<I  tptertaki'  thaaaiinaiiag  hope,  that 
the  benefit  to  he  derived  from  ear  aaooessfuleyeitieBS  will 
fiot  be  oonfined*  within  ourselvas  ;  but  that,  by  thdr  ejpsn* 
pie  and  their  consequences,  they  may  lead^to  the  re*establisb- 
meat  af  tadi  a  systeas  in  Surope,  as  amy  rescue  it  firam^ 


precarious  state  to  which  it  is  reduced,  and  may  finally  raise  ^qq^  m 
an  effectual  barrier  against  the  unbounded  schemes  of  ag-  ..__ 
grandizement  and  amlition,  which  threaten  erery  indepen-    -,         -. 
Jbnt  aatioa  that  yet  remains  on  thecontinent."  Chap.  il. 

Upon  a  rcTiew  of  the  Tarious  measurea  ^^^ 
brcoglit  under  UtemnaidenltiQii  itf  'patMamenty 
it  wUl  Appear  that  the  dflfmee  of  «tbe  country 
was  an  olgect  in  which  all  parties,  howeTer  much 
divided  in  public  iq;>inioi|.  felt  and  expressed 
the  most  anxious  solicituae.  The  danger  to 
which  the  country  was  exposed  during  a  conai- 
doriile  period  drter  the  raeommeneqnent  of  the 
war^  was  aaffirient  to  arouae  -the  >aaHargy,  and 
stimulate  the  vigilanee  of  its  Ka¥amoi« ;  and  cTen 
the  spirit  of  party  itself  was  made  instrumental 
to  the  general  safety.  Upon  the  whole,  it  may 
be  affirmed,  in  justice  to  the  general  conduct  of 
parliament,  Ihat  during  a  long  period  tyf  -pubUa 
difficulty  and  iihtrm,'ihey  reposed  a^^^^uif  and 
becomiiig  confidence  inthe  patnotism  and  spirit 
•f  the  nation ;  and  while  they  fiflfered  ^sto  the 
'beat  and  most  ^cient  applicatibn  of ^be  pufttc 
resources,  they  exhibltea  11  fimuiees  and  Tcsolu- 
tion  worthy  i^f  the  TepreacntatiTcs  of  a  |preat  api) 
powerful  people. 


/--r 
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Gifree  taken  bf/  the  French — Re-ag^tured  by  the  Engli$k*^Capture  <3f  Sunrntm-^^Shipwreck  t)f  tki 
ApoUo  Frigate^  and  a  Number  cf  her  Convoy — Alarm  of  Invasion — Preparations  to  meet 
it — Catamaran  Project — Memordbk  Repulse  of  the  French  Admiral  Idnois  by  the  East 
India  Fleet,  under  Captain  Ddnc^ — HostiUties  commenced  against  Spain — Campaign  of  tbb 
Eaat  -.  Qmmiencemeni  of  HostiUties — Battle  of  Aisye — Asseershur,  the  Kiy  of  the  Decum, 
surrendered  to  the  Briftish — Surrender  of  Jagamaut^  Cuttack,  Balasore,  and  Soarong — 
V  Storming  of  Ally  Ghur — Progress  of  the  Campaign — Splendid  Victory  of  Delhi — General 
Lakers  Interview  with  the  Emperor  Shah  Avium — FaU  of  Agra — Decisive  Battle  of  Las^ 
waree — Concise  Recapitulation  of  the  Can^ign. 

BOOKni.  NOTWITHSTANDING  the  recent  chanffe 
■  in  the  cabiiiety  from  which  the  public  iiaturauy 

Chap.  III.  anticipated  a  more  vigorous  administration  of 

^-f?JJ^-'  affidrs,  the  prosecution  of  the  war  was  still  princi- 
'^^^  pally  confined  to  defensive  measures,  and  to  pro- 
jects for  the  fiitnre  annoyance  of  the  enemy ;  and 
the  honour  of  the  only  captures  of  importance 
made  during  the  present  year,  must  be  awarded 
to  the  late  ministers.  The  first  military  opera- 
tion claiming  the  notice  of  history,  in  the  year 
1804,  occurred  in  the  English  settlement  of  the 
island  of  Goree,  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  In  the 
month  of  January,  this  settlement  was  taken  by 
a  Frendi  force,  under  the  command  of  the  Che- 
Talier  Mahi,  and  recaptured  by  a  small  expedi* 
tion  under  the  command  of  Captain  Edward 
Sterling  Dickson,  in  the  month  of  March  follow- 
ing. The  enemy's  force  directed  against  this 
settlement,  consisted  of  four  schooners,  which 
had  been  fitted  out  at  Cayenne,  and  which  was 
reinforced  by  anotljier  schooner,  pilots,  and  sol- 
diers, at  Senegal.  The  squadron  altogether 
carried  upwards  of  sixty  guns,  and  six  hundred 
men,  of  whom  about  two  hundred  and  forty  were 
landed  to  storm  the  settlement  On  the  17tb  of 
January,  the  enemy  appeared  off  the  coast ;  and 
about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  18tb,  a 
smart  fire  commenced  jfrom  the  French  boats, 
and  at  the  same  time,  a  schooner  stood  in  direct- 
ly for  the  beach.  A  strong  and  well  directed 
fire  of  great  guns  and  musketry  being  immedi- 
ately opened  upon  her,  by  the  small  British 
garrison  under  Colonel  Frazer,  aided  by  a  por-- 
tion  of  the  inhabitants,  the  people  on  board  were 
all  either  killed  or  driven  below,  and  tiie  enemy's 
vessel  drifted  on  shore.  In  the  mean  time,  the  in- 
vaders approaching  in  eight  of  their  boats,  had 
unfortunately  effected  a  kmding  on  the  rocks,  to 
the  east  side  of  the  town  ;  and  having  overcome 
the  force  whidi  was  opposed  to  them,  penetrated 
through  the  town,  as  far  as  the  main  guard,  of 


whioh,  after  having  been  once  rqpulsed,  they 
gained  possession.  The  firing  continued  until 
nearly  six  o'clock: ;  when  Colonel  Frazer,  having 
formed  a  junction  with  the  soldiers  in  the  north 
point  battery,  directed  that  the  enemy  should  be 
attacked,  which  service  was  execmted  with  great 
alacrity,  and  the  post  carried  with  considerable 
loss  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  At  day-break, 
the  enemy  appieared  in  such  numbers  as  to  leav^ 
no  hope  of  successful  resistance ;  and  under  these 
circumstances,  Colonel  Frazer,  in  compliance 
with  the  request  of  the  inhabitants,  sent  ad 
officer  to  propose  terms  of  capitulation  for  th^ 
garrison.^  On  this  occasion  the  loss  of  the 
English  amounted  to  only  nineteen  killed  and 
wounded,  while  the  enemy's  loss  exceeded 
seventy ;  and  in  the  articles  of  capitulation,  the 
interests  of  the  inhabitants  were  consulted,  and 
the  honour  of  the  garrison  preserved* 

In  the  month  of  March,  in  the  same  year, 
this  island  was  re-captured  by  Captain  Dickson^ 
commanding  his  majesty's  ship  the  Inconstant, 
accompanied  by  the  Eagle  store-ship,  and  ib^ 
three  sloops  Hamilton,  Venus,  and  Jenny. 
Having  arrived  off  the  island  on  the  7th  of 
March,  and  suspecting  that  the  settlement  mis^t 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  captain  dis- 
patched his  first  lieutenant  to  ascertain  the  fact^ 
with  orders  to  make  an  appointed  signal  if  he 
found  the  island  in  possession  of  the  English. 
But  at  sun-set,  the  lieutenant  having  neither 
returned  nor  made  the  signal  agreed  upon,  Capt. 
Dickson  came  to  anchor  with  his  convoy  a  little 
out  of  gun-shot,  and  at  ten  o'clock  at  night 
commenced  hostilities,  by  cutting  out  a  ship  in 
the  harbour,  and  stationing  his  small  force  in 
such  a  position  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  receiving 
any  succours  from  Senegal.  At  day-light  in  the 
morning  of  the  9th,  every  preparation  having 
been  previously  made  to  commence  an  atta^ 
upon  the  town,  the  captain  was  agreeably  sur** 


•  Dispatch  from  Colonel  Frazer,  dated  Goree,  Feb.  5,  1604. 
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prised  to  see  the  English  colours  hoisted  over  the . 
Freoeh  flag  ^  and  shortly  after  information  was 
eonyeyed  io  him  that  the  garrison  had  capitulat* 
ed  to  the  ofScer  sent  on  shore.*  For  this  oneap- 
ly  purchased  conquest,  by  which  a  number  of 
troops,  amounting  to  upwards  of  three  hundred, 
were  made  prisoners  without  iitriking  a  blow,  the 
captain  was  indebted  to  a  russe  de  guerre  practised 
by  his  skilful  negociator,  who  represented  to  the 
enemy  that  the  force  brought  against  them  was 
of  such  magnitude  as  to  rendc\r  all  resistance 
unavailing. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  the  rich  and  im- 
portant colony  of  Surinam  surrendered  to  the 
force  under  the  command  of  Major-general  Sir 
Charles  Green  ;  and  although  the  capture  was  an 
enterprise  of  considerable  diflBcuIty,  this  valua- 
ble  acquisition  was  fortunately  made  with  little, 
loss  on  the  part  of  his  majesty^s  troops.  On  the 
25th  of  April,  the  fleet  under  the  command  of 
Coflsmodore  Heod,  couTeying.the  British  forces, 
came  to  anchor  about  ten  mites  off  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Surinam.  Having  succeeded  in  secur* 
ing  the  entrance  of  the  river,  Msyor-general  Sir 
Charles  Green  sent  a  summons  to  the  Governor 
of  Surinam  with,  proposals  for  the  surrender  of 
the  Cfolony.  On  the  88tb,  the  governor's  answer, 
was  rec^eived,  conveying  a  refusal  to-  capitulate. 
The  general  then  determined  to  lose  no  time  in 
making  an  impression  on  the  enemy's  posts ;  but 
to  effect  this,  many  obstacles,  were  to  be  sur- 
mounted. The  coast  of  Surinam  is  of  very  diffi- 
cult approach,  shallow  and  full  of  banks ;  and  a 
landing  is  practicable  only  at  full  tide.  The 
coast  is  uncleared ;.  and  from  the  wood  and  the 
marshy  nature  of  the  soil,  it  is  impossible  to 
penetrate  into  the  interior,  except  by  the  rivers 
and  the  creeks. .  In  consequence  of  these  circum- 
stances, the  points  of  attack  were  confined ;  and 
the  enemy,  by  means  of  their  forts,  ships  of  .war, 
and  other  armed  vessels,  were  completely  masters 
of  the  navigation  of  the  river  Surinam,  above 
Fort  Amsterdam.  On  the  20th,  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Shipley,  commander  of  engineers,  went 
on  shore  below  the  enemy's  batteries,  to  endeavour 
to  procure  intelligence;  and  on  his  return  he 
reported,  that  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
there  was  a  practicable  way  through  the  woods, 
by  which  a  body  of  men  might  b<%  conducted  to 
the  rear  of  the  forts  Leyden  and  Frederici.  A 
detachment  of  about  two  hundred  men,  under, 
the  command  of  the  Hon.  Lieutenant-colonel 
Cranston,  was  accordiugly  landed,  between  the 
hours  of  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  at  Reso- 
lution plantation,  and  proceeded  through  the 
woods  with  negro  guides,  A  great  quantity  of 
rain  having  recenily  fallen,  it  was  found  that  the 
patl»,^at  all  times  difficult,  had  become  almost 


impassable ;    hut  no  obstacles  could  damn  the  BOOKIII. 
enterprising  spirit  of  the  seamen  and  soldiers      ■ 
who  composed  the  detachment;  and  who,  with  Chap.  IlL 
persevering  courage,  arrived,  after  a  laborious  ^"'T^jCT*^ 
march  of  five  hours,  in  the  rear  of  Frederici      »^^ 
batterv.  'The  alarm  having  been  given,  aeon* 
siderable  fire  of  grape-shot  vras  made  upon  the 
troops  before  they  quitted  the  wood,  while  form- 
ing for  the  attack.      As  they  approached  the» 
battery  they  were  exposed  to  a  brisk  discharge  of 
musketiyf ;   but  their  assault,  which  was  made- 
with  fixed  bayonets,  was  so  animated  and  vigo- 
rous,  that  it  completely  overcame  any  further 
resistance.     The  enemy,  finding  .their  situation 
untenable,  fled  to  Fort  Leyden,  but  not  till  they* 
had  treacherously  set  fire  to  a  powder  magazine, 
by  the  explosion  of  which  several  of  the  British 
pfiicers  and  men  were  severely  wounded.   Briga- 
dier-general Hughes  used  no  delay  in  moving  on 
to  the  attack  of  fort  Leyden,  overcoming  every, 
obstacle  in  his  way  :  and  the  enemy,  aft^  some    . 
firing,  called  for  quarter,  which  was  generously 
granted    by    tlie  conquerors,    although  at  tho; 
moment  they  were  highly  exasperated  at  the  con-, 
duct  of  the  Batavian  troops,  in  blowing  up  the^ 

Kivrder  magazine  at  Fort  Frederici,  after  it  had 
en  in  possession  of  the  English.  This  bril- 
liant affair  placed  the  assailants  in  possession  of  ib 
country  abounding  wiUi  resources  of  every  kind, 
and  enabled  them  to. silence  the  fire  at  Fort  Am- 
sterdam. Migor-general  Maitland,  having  con« 
veyed  his  troops  in  a  number  of  plantation  tKiats, 
landed  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  came 
within  a  mile  of  Fort  New  Amsterdam,  when  a 
flag  of  truce  was  sent  by  the  Batavian  comman-. 
der  to  the  British  head^quarters,  on  the  Codeh 
mewye^  with  proposes  for  capitulation.  Orders 
were  in  consequence  issued  to  suspend  hostilities, 
and  on  the  5th  of  May,  the  articles  of  capitula* 
tion  being  signed,  the  advanced  corps,  under  the 
command  of  wig^ier-general  Maitland,  march* 
ed  into  and  toek  possession  of  Fort  New  Amster- 
dam. In  addition  to  the  conquest  of  this  valua- 
ble colonv,  upwards  of  two  thousand  prisoners 
of  war  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  English,  b^»des. 
two  hundred  and  eighty-two  pieces  of  ordnance,* 
one  Batavian  frigate,  a  sloop  of  war,  and  three 
merchant  vessels ;  with  a  loss  on  the  part  of  the, 
victors  of  only  twenty-eight  officers  and  men 
killed  and  wounded.f  The  inhabitants  had 
opposed  no  resistance  to  the  English  in  their 
attack  upon  the  island,  but  seemed  on  the  con- 
trary to  rejoice  at  an  event  vrfaich  once  more, 
restored  them  to  the  powerful  protection  of  the 
British  government.^ 

Early  in  the  sprmg,  the  country  sustained  a 
heavy  loss  in  the  wreck  of  the  Apollo  frigate,  of 
thirty-eight  guns,  Captaia  Dixon,  and  a  large 


*  Captein  Edward  Sterling  Dickson's  Dispatch,  dated  Goree,  March  I5th,  1804. 
t  Sir  Charles  Green  and  Commodore  Hood*8  Dispatches  from  Sorioam* 
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HOOK  IIL.  portion  of  her  coDToy.  The  ApoHo  had  sailed 
-p — — —  from  the  Cote  of  Cork,  on  the  Mth  of  Mareh» 
Cw.^IL  III  eeivpany  with  bis  loajesU^a  ship  Carysford, 
obai^^  wUh  the  con  tot  of  sixty  •nine  aerchant 
vessds,  bound  for  the  West  Indies.  About  half 
past  thcee  o^dock  in  the  DMrniag  of  Monday, 
the  2d  of  Apvil,  from  some  caase,  noTer  yeiy 
satisfactorily  explained,  the  Ap^o,  vnth  part 
of  her  cottToy,  ivent  on  shore,  off  Cape  Mun- 
dego^  on  tbe  ooast  of  PortngaK  The  frigate 
aaen  became  a  eomplete  wreek,  and  the  most 
|^teons»  eriea  were  beard  erery- where  between  the 
dedis,  the  men  baring  given  themselres  up  te 
inevitabk  death.  The  captahi,  who,  with  the 
principal  part  of  his  crew,  bad  been  driren  frem 
their  hammocks  bv  the  sudden  riiahiag  in  of  the 
Water,  stood  naked  npon  the  deck,  aootbing  and 
aflbrding  every  eneooragement  to  the  men  in 
their  perikMie  sitnatien.  About  thirty  of  th» 
orew,  after  en^antering  the  most  immiaent  dnn^ 
gars,  bad  the  good  fortune  to  gain  the  shore  en 
plankaaad  spars  from  the  wreck;  while  others, 
m  making  simtlar  attempts,  perished,  and  of  Mhat 
nnmber  was  the  captain.  At  l«igth,  after  «»• 
counteriog,  for  three  days  and  nights,  the  oom|rit^ 
imted  herrora  of  fotigue,  famine,  and  despair, 
wiflmnt  the  intsfmissien  of  a  single  moment  of 
sapoae,  the  anrrirors  of  the  erew  had  the  inea- 
prsasible  happiaesa  to  see  a  boat  launched 
tfafongk  the  surf  to  their  rdief,  and  ta  find  (bcsn- 
aeires,  bjrfoui*  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Wed« 
nesday,  in*  safety  on  the  shore  of  Biondego. 
About  forty  salt  of  mcrehaatBaen  shared  the 
late  of  the  ApoHo,  and  the  number  of  lives  fostr 
upen  this  melanchriy  occasion,  exceeded  five 
bnndred.  Of  Ihe  mty-nuie  merchant  ships, 
twenty-nine  esesped  the  horrors  of  shipwreck, 
and  proceeded,  muler  convoy  of  the  Carysford,  U^ 
tiieir  '•riginnl  destination. 

The  hostile  iterations  undertricen  against 
the  «iemy  this  year^  with  the  exoeption  of  those 
afaraady  mentioned,  and  a  few  single  actions  at 
aea,  vniieh  reftected  Ibeir  uaunl  lastre  noon  the 
Britisk  navy,  consisted  almosi  entirely  or  exer- 
tions rigorously  to  enferoe  the  system  of  block* 
ade,  anoia  attacks  upon  flie  enemy's  boats,  whieh 
either  vevtured  out  of  the  harbour  of  Boulogne, 
for  the  nm'poses  of  exercise  or  menao^  or  were 
preeeemng  from  other  porta  to  that  depOt  It 
was,  however,  impossible  to  obviate  the  eflbeta 
txt  occasional  rwmours  of  invasion,  JBvery  par- 
tiendar  movement  in  the  cnemy^s  ports  revived 
the  opinion^  not  to  say  the  apjffdieBsioo,  that 
the  enwiy  were  dt^ermined  to  execute  the  adven- 
turous project.  In  the  month  of  Aiu^gust  a  piene-^ 
ral  movement  on  the  opposite  eosist  exhibited 
e^ery  appearance  of  aa  approaching  attack  upon 
some  part  of  the  Britidi  empiKfr»  and  at  Bou* 
logne  m  particular^  a  Terv  extraordinary  degree 
of  activity  prerailed*     Of  the  Tarious  descrip- 


tlott  of  craft  and  armed  vessels  collected  in  that 
immense  dep6l,  a  muck  greater  number  Iras 
brought  out  into  the  bay  of  Boulogne  ^»n  on 
any  former  occasion.  Diapoaed  in  liostile  array, 
under  the  prstectton  of  their  anmeroua  baCfaries 
on  shore,  they  were  attacked  in  the  meet  spfarited 
and  vigoroua  manner  by  the  Blritiak  s<|Mdi\m 
upon  that  station.  The  firing  was  tremendoua, 
and  its  duration  was  such  as  to  fiiv^ur  the  beBe^ 
that  the  long  threatened  invasion  vras  at  thin  tnne 
tavbe  certaiuly  attempted. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  impression  <te 
most  vigoreus  and  generd  exetHiens  wetvonde 
iW  tbe puMiesafety.  MSitary  eara,  hofaeav*  and 
carriages,  were  directed  to  behcM  inaatafe'ef 
readimss,  for  the  nae  of  governicient  'OSeera 
were  named  Co  be  empleyf^  en  tKe  staff,  under 
the  general  ofieers  of  the  tlistriet.  Each  gene- 
nd  oficer,  or  odier  ofiicer  to  fAem  iaceiMmttd 
of  velmileers  waa  intrusted,  iraa  dfaeoted  tot 
reside  in  a  siluatidn  centrical  and  eonvcnient-4<r 
the  corps  under  bis  orders.  AH  effieerv  iof  tftn 
description  were  reqniired:  to  make  tikemaeiim 
aequttin^d  With  the  nature  and  extent  ef  the  ser- 
vice for  wMdi  they  vrere  respectively  engagHI ; 
with  the  efllcient  strength  of  their  eorpe;'tbe 
character  and  mtlHary  informatmn  ef  Aetr 
officers ;  the  internal  economy  of  tfie  force  under 
their  command ;  their  horses,  arms,  ammunitiott, 
and  every  speciea  ef  military  equipment.  They^ 
were  nh9  ordered  te  ascertain  tbeir  degree  of 
forwardness  in  diseipliae  and  fieM  moTrments, 
and  whiether  they  were  competent  te  net  vrlHi 
troops  iff  the  line.  The  rentes  vrers  formed  b  j 
which  the  corps  vrere  to  arrive  at  Ae  raicral 
place  of  rendewoas  to  the  brigade,  and  every 
precaution  taken  to  pre^rent  the  interpositien  oC 
any  ob8ta<4e  which  tni^dlt  interfere  witii  there^- 
larity  and  certainty  <m^ their  movements,  at  the 
criticel  moment  of  actual  service.  €^  rery 
material  point  in  the  direetfons  given  to  stsff" 
officers,  conmtandtng  volunteer  corpa,  reiftted  te 
ihe  conduct  which  it  would  be  proper  for  Hiettiifr 
observe.  They  were  rennnded;  tnaf  the  eorps 
Under  their  command  were  composed  of  men 
unused  te  a  military  life,:  ever  whom  they  hnAne 
direct  cootronl,  until  placed  upon  permanent 
duty;  that  they  had  vohmtarily eariuled theas- 
aelves  for  the  patriotie  purpose  of  sharing*  witfc 
the  regular  troops  in  the  dang^a,  diffieuMes, 
nnd  hoaeurs,  presented  to  those  engaged  in  the 
defence  of  thrir  country,  in  si  «rMs  of  nnenam- 
pled  exigencv  ;  it  was  therefore  presume^  ttat 
the  conteaoding  ettcera  would  feet  the  force  of 
these  censideratkmH,  and  eondtet  their  corn* 
man.d,  on  every  occasion,  v«ith  M  Hie  mrhaai^, 
mildness,  and  indulgence,  eonsiistient  wttb  mm- 
tary  disct|4toe,  but  withovt  cemnremisiai|^er  int- 
peding  the  important  primary  object  of  render'- 
Ing  the  corps  effectivi;  and  fit  for  actual  service* 
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In  addition  to  tUew  amingenrents^  prepft'^ 
mtory  to  tihre  oontest  In  wiich  there  was  reaseft 
1o  enppoee  the  Tolnntaero  wottid  be  speedily 
maf^vifptdy  regulatioDs  for  the  preservatioB  of  good 
ofder  were  traaemitted  to  the  lord-Bctttenama^ 
to  bo  adbpted  in  ero^  eoontj  of  Great  Britam 
in  case  of  actual  invasion.  The  magistrates  ^ 
each  <fiiriabn  were  to  reaoain  at  hamoy  and  to  sit 
daily  al  a  pboe  to  he  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
.  Trust- worthv  hoaae^keepers  were  encouraged  t» 
enrol  themselves  as  special  eonstahles,  under  Ae 
orders  of  Ihe  magistrates,  for  the  purpose  of  pre* 
•erviog  the  ^neral  peaee,  and  fhciKtaling  by 
offary  means  in  their  power  the  pnblie  serviea. 
And  the  magistrates  of  each  division  were  to*re^ 
part  to  the  Wd-Uenteiiattt  or  depaty-lientenine 
of  the  ooanty,  npon  whom  it  waa  incnmbent  to 
nahmit  aH  matters  of  importanoe  imroadialety  t» 
Ae  seeretary  of  state  for  the  home  department. 

In  the  early  part  of  September  the  general 
alsrm.  begaa  to  aubshle.  Either  the  brav«  and 
wpeated  attaeka  wUdi  the  enemy  hod  susttined 
firons  tiw  BritMi  faloekading  squadron,  deterred 
tisem  frnm  amMaring  in  ooosBderable  numbers  in 
the  bay  af  Boidogne,  or  the  aeaaan  and  other 
tdrouastanees  had  beeome  less  fiai^oamUe  to  the 
eaesutiott  of  meoaeing  movements^  and  haid  eem- 
pelied  the  hostile  llotilhi  to  keep  doaer  witbift 
their  ports.  About  the  beginning  of  October, 
however,  about  one  hundred  and  fiftj  of  the 
enamj^a  veasela  venturad  on  the  outaim  of  the 
pier^  and  served  to  revive  (he  alarm  of  ktvasioa. 
Jt  waa  at  this  period  that  a  project  for  the  des- 
tnsstsan  of  the  French  iotiHa  was  hroaciwd; 
from  which  a  tesalt  was  apticipatsd  that  would 
at  anoe  coafonnd  ths  de^^  of  the  enemy,  and 
eatahltsh  the  sB|»erievity  ot'  the  present  adminis« 
tratien  aver  their  predeeetsors  in  office* 

This  plan,  which  some  American  prnjector 
had  inflnenee  enough  to  iodace  Lord  ludvilleto 
eennteaanea,  waaonie  wlndt  to  every  experieneed 
naval  eflleer  appeared  open  to  the  severest  ainm* 
adtvenion.  it  waa  principally  to  be  carried 
intn  eSeeitimmgh  the  medinm  of  copper  vesseb, 
of  aa  oblong  forn^  eontaiaing  a  large  quantity  ef 
cMubnatibles,  and  so  conatrooted  as  to  embde 
ia  a  given  timev  by  raeana  of  clock  work*  These 
vesseb  were  to  be  fastened  to  the  bottom  of  the 
enoHMr's  gnnNboats  by  the  aid  of  a  small  raft, 
aowed  by  one  man,  and  who  being  seated  np  to 
the  eldn  in  water,  mjgbt  possibly  in  a  dark  night 
eacapo' deteetion.  Fire-shipa  of  diflferent  oon- 
alBaciaona  were  also  to  be  employed  iw  the  jnro* 
' jected  attack.  The  most  active  and  enterprwing 
t^fieem  were  dtstribnted  in  different  exploaion 
senilis,  and  the  whole  placed  mider  4ia  ordera 
and  diieetion  of  Admiral  Lord  Keith,  oOaunaad- 
•ing  in  the  downs,  with  instroetiona  to  cover  the 


snralkr  force  by  his  powerftil  squadron.  It  is  klOK  nt 
not  easy  to  describe  the  mii«led  sensation  of  ■  ■  "■ 
anxiety  and  confidence;  which  &e  length  of  time,  f  ^'^^^l* 


and  the  extent  of  the  preparationa  for  this  en-  ^^oT 
terpriae,  had  created  in  the  pnUic  mind.  The  ^^'^ 
latter  fooling  however  had  a  decided  predoniin* 
ance,  and  waa  cherished  and  upheld  by  the 
ramourtf  industrieosly  spread,  thnt  the  first  lord 
ef  the  admirahy  would  mmsdf  superintend  the 
eiecntiea  of  the  nkm^  and  that  afr  Pitt, .  and 
ethers  of  the  minnters,  were  to  be  witnesses  of 
Its  aoceesH  firom  the  elevaHon  of  Walmer  castle. 
On  the  Sd  of  October,  Admiral  Lord  Keith,  with 
his  formidable  feet  ef  sixtv-two  sail,  six  of  which 
weri  ships  of  the  Uae,  aimored  at  aboota  league 
and  a  half  from  the  north  to  the  West  of  the  (lort 
ef  BeulogneL  In  iSw  course  of  the  day,  a  suffix 
cient  force  was  thence  detached  to  take  up  att 
advanced  and  convenient  anclior^e  for  ooveriim 
the  retreat,  and  for  aifording^  protection  to  the 
wounded,  or  to  sueh  boats  as  mi«ht  be  crippled } 
or,  sbottld  4ie  wind  freshen  and  blow  in  shore> 
to  t€^  off  the  boots  eagaged  in  the  attnofc^ 
While  theae  preparatieaa  were  advancing,  the 
ewemy  waa  not  inactive  ;  the  batteries,  bath  sta^ 
tlsoary  mid  fleathig,.  were  prepared,  and  the 
artey  was  drawn  np  in  readiness  to  resist  the  ap«« 
proacbrng  assault  At  a  quarter  past  nine  at 
night,  the  first  dctaolunent  of  fii^-Aipa  waa 
laandmd,  andcr  a  heavy  fire  foom  the  advanced 
force,  and  which  was  returned  by  a  tremendoae 
dmnder  of  artillery  from  the  shore.  As  the  fire«« 
ships  approached  the  Vrcoch  line,  tim  vessels  of 
the  flotilHi  opsded  to  soifor  them  to  pasa^  and  so 
efibefoally  were  Aej  avmded,  that  tbey  sailed 
to  the  rear  of  the  enemy'a  Sne  without  foiling 
on  board  of  any  one  of  their  vessels.  At  half-* 
past  tee  the  first  explosion  ship  blew  up,  and 
produced  an  immense cohnna  of  fire;  its  wreck 
spread  in  every  di^ction,.  but  not  the  slightest 
mischief  was  done  either  tetbe  shops  or  the  hiji* 
teriea.  A  second,  a  third,  and  a  fourth  succeeded^ 
but  with  DO  better  eflbot :  at  length,  after  twelve 
of  theee  ships  had  expIoded,^  the  engagement 
eeased  about  four  o'ctodc  the  next  morning,  when 
tile  English  smaHer  vessels  vrithdrew  in  perfect 
order,  and  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  On  the 
fiotilla  no  misehi«f  whatever  vras  ascertained  to 
have  been  ioKeted,  but,  from  the  disappearaaee 
of  two  brigSy  and  seme  smaller  vessels,  the  nexit 
day,  Lord  Keith  conjectured  that  they  migbt 
have  been  destroyed.*  The  enemy's  loss  of  men^ 
nccording  to  &enr  own  ncooaot,  waa  tweaty-five 
hitted  and  wounded*  Thus  terminated,  u>  the 
oenforion  of  the  prsrfeetors,  and  the  severe  disap- 
pointment <rftlie  public,  ^  Tna  CATAMAiAa  Pao« 
jncT,**  in  the  prepalratiea  o^  whicii,  much  time^ 
oj^enso^and  ingenuity  were  wasted^  and  wbids 
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BOCtt.111  tended  to  oomniit  the  reputation  of  the  govern- 
■  meBt  of  the  coan^ry  to  dertsion  and  contedapt, 

Cbip.  UI.  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

No  aoener  had  the  intelligence  of  the  re^ 
newal  of  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
Francse  arrived  in  the  East  Indies,  than  Iha 
French  Admiral  linois  withdrew  with  all  con- 
Tenient  dispatch  from  the  roads  of  Pondicherry, 
and  for  some  time  carried  on  a  predatory  war- 
fare^  to  a  considerable  extent,  against  the  En|^- 
lish  commerce  and  possessions  in  that  part  of 
the  globe.  Not  only  had  he  captured  several  of 
the  East  India  companv's  ships,  and  others  of 
the  priTate  trade,  but  oe  had  also  made  a  suc- 
cessful descent  on  Fort]Marlb<H*ougfa  (Bencoolen), 
and  plundered  that  settlement.  -Encouraged  by 
iminterrupted  success,  and  animated  by  the  hopeto 
of  oblttiniag  a  prise  of  immense  amount,  he 
formed  (be  determination  to  capture  or  destroy, 
at  a  single  blow,  the  whole  of  the  homeward* 
bound  China  fleet  With  this  intention  he  col« 
lected  his  force,  consisting  of  the  Marengo,  line- 
of-battJe««hip,  of  eighty-four  guns,  the  SemiU 
lante  and  BeUe  Poule,  of  forty- four  guns,  a  Ba* 
tavian  brig^  of  dghteen  guns,  and  a  corvette, 
of  twenty- eight  guns,  and  stationed  his  squad** 
rott  in  the  Indian  Seas,  near  the  entrance  of  the 
Straits  of  Molacca,  with  the  determination  to 
cmise  in  that  latitude  till  the  arrival  of  the  £ng- 
lifdi  East  India  fleet  from  Canton.  On  the  5th 
•f  February,  the  fleet,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Dance,  as  senior  commander,  consisting 
of  sixteen  of  the  East  India  company^s  ships  from 
China,  eleven  private  ships,  a  Portuguese  East 
Indiaman,  and  a  fast  sailing  brig,  passed  Macao 
Roads,  when  the  Portuguese  vessel,  and  one  of 
the  oompany^s  ships,  paiied.  company,  and  nerer 
again  joined  the  fleet.  At  day- break  on  the  1 4th, 
Pulo  A^or  was  seen  to  the  W.S.W.  and  at  eight 
o^clock,  the  Royal  GeOrge  made  a  signal,  indi- 
cating that  four  strange  sail  were  in  view,  whidi, 
on  beinff  reconnoitred,  proved  to  be  the  squad** 
ron  un<ter  Admiral  Linois.  The  intrepid  com- 
modore, without  a  moment's  delay,  hoisted  the 
signal  for  his  fleet  to  form  a  line  of  battle  in 
close  order.  At  sun-set,  the  enemy  was  close 
iipon  the.  rear  of  the  company's  ships,  aod  an 
expectation  prevailed  that  the  itttack  would  be 
immediately  commenced,  but  at  the  close  of  the 
day  the  French  hauled  to  windward,  and  desisted 
from  any  hostile  operation  during  the  night. 

At  day -break  on  the  15th,  the  enemy  was 
seen  about  three  miles  to  windward,  when  tbe 
'vessels  under  the  command  of  Captain  Lhtnce 
hoisted  their  colours,  and  offered  him  battle.  At 
one  o'elook  in  tbe  afternoon,  tbe  commodore,  re« 
solving  not  to  wait  the  attai^,  and  -apprehensive 
that  bi$  rear  might  he  cut  ofi*,  exocMted  a  bobi 


and  gallant  manmuvre,  wluch  ^deetded  tbe  fate  of 
the  day.  Placing  the  Royal  Oeorge  in  froat: 
of  his  line,  second^  by  the  Ganges,  and  foUowedr 
by  the  Earl  Camden,  he  bore  down  upon  tiie 
enemy,  and  made  tbe  signal  to  attack  each  of 
the  hostile  ships  in  succession.  This  order  boingr 
correctly  performed,  the  company's  ships  stood 
forward  under  a  pressof  saul.  Admiral  Linoi» 
then  formed  in  close  line,  and  opMed  his  fire 
upon  the  headmost  of  the  merchaiit*ships^  which 
was  not  returned  by  any  of  them  till  a  near  ap*> 
proach.  The  Royal  George,  from  heradTanee4 
situation,  sustained  the  brunt  of  the  oetiqu,  and* 
got  as  near  the  enemy  as  he  would  permit.  Thisi 
example  was  followed  by  the  Ganges  and  EarL 
Camden,  who  both  opened  their  fire  as  soon  as 
their  guns  could  take  eflbct;  but^  before  any' 
other  ship  cobld  get  into  action,  ^e  enemy- 
hauled  their  wind,  and  stood  away  to  tbe  east-, 
ward  under  all  the  sail  they  could  set.  At  two 
o^clock,  p.  m.  Captain  Dance  made  a  signal  for 
a  general .  chase,  and  ptirsued  the  retreatiiig' 
squadron  till  past  four  o'clock ;  when,  fearing  a 
longer  pursuit  might  carry  him  too  far  from  the 
straits,  and  endanger  the  immense  property  con* 
fided  to  his  care,  he  made  the  signal  to  tadc,  mad 
at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  andKnred  in  a 
situation  to  proceed  for  the  entrance  of  the  straits 
on  the  following  day.*  Thus  did  the.galiantrT 
of  a  fleet  of  British  merchantmen,  and  tbe  shiu 
and  intrepidity  of  their  commander,  bring  to  ae« 
tion,  and  put  to  flight,  a  French  admiral,  com^ 
manding  ships  of  war  superior  in  force. and  in 
men,  to  tbe  immortal  honour  of  the  British  nasiift. 
Nor  should  it  be  forgotten  that  the  property 
i^escued  from  the  gripe  of  the  enemy  was  esti- 
mated at  the  immense  amoont  of  not  less  thao' 
six  millions  starling.  On  the  arrival  of  Commo** 
dore  Dance  with  his  fleet  in  England,  rewards 
were  distributed  with  a  liberal  hud  by  the  East 
India  Company  to  the  various  commanders  and 
their  brave  crews ;  and  the  wounded,  as  well  as 
the  representatives  of  the  few  who  fell  in  the 
engagement,  were  munificently  rewarded ;  while 
tbe  sovereign,  to  evince  the  sense  be  entertain^ 
of  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain,  now  Sir 
Nathaniel  Dance,  conferred  upon  him  the  ho- 
nour of  kniffhthood. 

Spain,  placed  between  two  hostile  powers,aml 
bound  by  treaties  alike  to  both,  found  it  d^- 
cult  to  preserve  that  neutrality  of  conduct  94> 
evidently  pointed  out  by  her  interests,  and  to» 
avoid  being  involved  in  a  war  where  she  had 
much  to  lose  and  nothing  to  aequire.  After  a 
protracted  and  unsatisfactory  negoeiatioo  be* 
tween  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  London,  began 
in  the  auUimn  of  the  year  1802,.  and  continued 
till  towards  the  close  of  the  year  1804,  the  Britiaik 


*  CftiptaioL  Disnce's  DisptAcb  ta  tb^  Guurt  ^  fiatt  Iftdia  Piisedon,  dsted  August  H,  1804 
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plenipoteDliary  faund  k  o^eesiary  to  quit  Madrid, 
and  repair  to  London.  But  while  the  nef^^ocia-* 
tions  were  pending  in  the  Spani^  capital,  and 
previously  to  the  departure  of  Mr.  Benjamin 
Prere  from  tliat  city,  Admiral  Cochrane  ac* 
quainted  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  that 
preparations  on  a  large  scale  were  at  that 
moment  making  in  the  port  of  Ferrol,  so  that  ia 
a  few  days  a  formidable  squadron  would  be 
read  J  for  sea ;  and  that  lie  had  no  doubt  but  the 
Spanish  government  only  waited  for  the  arrival 
of  a  fleet  of  frigates,  contain!  ug  treasures  from 
South  America,  to  commence  open  hostilities. 
On  the  receipt  of  this  extra-official  information, 
orders  were  instantly  given  by  the  admiralty  to 
detain  the  ships  bound  from  South  America  to 
i^iain,  and  Captain  Moore,  with  four  frij^ates* 
under  his  command,  was  ordered  to  cruise  off 
Cadis,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  these  instruct 
tions  into  effect. 

On  the  Ath  of  October,  the  Medusa  made 
the  signal  for  four  sail,  and  a  general  chase  was 
ordered  immediately.  At  eight  iu  the.  morning, 
the  vessels  first  seen  by  the  Medusa,  were  dis- 
covered to  be  four  large  Spanish^  frigates,  which, 
on  finding  themselves  pursued,  formed  in  line  of 
battle,  and  continued  to  steer  in  for  Cadiz,  the 
van-ship  carrying  a  broad  pendant,  and  the  ship 
next  in  the  line,  a  rear- admiral^s  flag.  Captain 
Gore,  of  the  Medusa,  placed  that  ship  on  the 
weather* beam  of  the  Spantsli  commodore;  the 
Indefatigable  took  a  similar  position  alollg-side 
of  the  rear-admiral ;  and  the  Amphion  and  Lively 
each  took  an  opponent  as  they  advanced.  After 
firing  a  shot  a^bead  of  the  rear-admiral's  ship 
be  shortened  sail,  upon  which  lieutenant  Ascott, 
of  the  Indefatigable,  was  sent  to  inform  the 
Spanish  commander  that  Captain  Moore  had 
orders  to  detain  bis  squadron ;  that  it  was  his 
Earnest  wish  to  execute  that  duty  without  blood- 
shed ;  'but  that  the  determination  to  surrender 
must  be  made  instantly.  The  answer  returned 
by  Lieutenant  Ascott  was  unsatisfactory  ;  where- 
upon  Captain  Moore  fired  another  shot  a-head 
of  the  admiral,  and  bore  down  dose  on  bis 
weather-bow.  At  this  moment  one  of  the  Spa-* 
nish  frigates  fired  into  the  *  Amphion,  and  the 
admiral,  at  the  same  time,  fired  into  tiie  Indefeti- 

*  The  ladeFatigaMe,  AmpbiM,  LiTflly»  and  Medasa. 

t  la  the  Mevoedn  was  embarked  a  natiye  of  Spain,  who  was  retivning  from  Sonth  Aaieriea,  with  his  ^k0^^ 
family,  coosiating  of  his  lady,  four  daughters,  and  five  sons.  The  daughters  were  beaotiful  «id  amiable  women,  the  s«raa 
grown  up  to  manhood.  With  such  a  family,  and  a  lar^e  fortune,  the  fpradoa)  savings  of  five  and  twenty  years  of  iodus- 
try,  did  this  unhappy  Spaniard  embarlL  fur  the  land  of  his  nativity.  A  short  time  bffore  the  action  commenced,  the  father^ 
Mith  one  of  his  sods,  went  on  board  one  of  the  largf^r  ships,  and,  in  a  few  moments,  became  the  spectator  of  his  wife,  his 
daughters,  four  of  his  sons,  and  all  his  treasure,  surrounded  with  flames,  and  sinldng  in  the  abyss  of  the  ocean.  Thia 
victim  of  almost  unheard  of  calamity,  arrived  at  Plymouth,  with  the  only  lemains  of  so  many  blesslnj^,  in  Captaia 
Moore's  cabin,  who  was  unceasing  in  his  endearoura  to  administer  all  in  his  power  towards  the  aHevialisa  ol' hJA 
Stuflerings. 

t  Captam  Moore**  Dbpotch  to  Admiral  CornwalUs,  dated  lod'efatigahle,  atSe^  OctolKr  9^  18$K. 
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gablov    A  signal  was  then  made  lor  dose  battle,  BOOK,  ill 

which  instantly  commenced  with  all  the  alaerlty  ' 

and  Tigour  of  British  sailors.    Inleas^  than  ten  ^"^'' '*'; 

minutes.  La  Mercedes,  the  admiral's  seeond  ship 

a-stern,  blew  np,,nloii|B:-sIde*  of  the  Ampdrion, 

witti  a  tremendous  explosion.f     In    less   thaa 

hatf  an  hour  the  Spanish  admiral's  ali^  atruck 

to  Captain  Sutton,  as  did  the  opponent  of  the 

Lively  to  that  ship.     Perceiving,  at  this  momeiit, 

the  Spanish    commodore  making  otfj   Captain 

Moore  made  the  signal  for  the  Lively,  Captain 

Hammond,    to  join  the  Medusa  in  the  chase  $ 

and  long  before  sun-set  it  was  discovered,  ircm 

the  mast-head  of  the  Indefatigable,  that  the  only 

remaining  ship  had  surrendered  to  the  Mednsn 

and  Lively.    As  soon  as  the  boats  of  the  Britull 

squadron  had  taken  possession  of  the  rear*admi«> 

ral,  sail   was  made  for   the  floating  fragments 

of  the  Mercedes ;    but  except  the  second  oap-^ 

tain,  and  forty-five  men,  who  were  picked  op 

by  the  boats  of  the  Amphion,  all  on  noard  had 

perished.    The  Spanish  squadron,  it  appeared^ 

was   commanded    by  Don  Joseph  Bustamente^ 

knight  of  the  order  of  St.  James,  and  a  rear^ 

admiral  in  the  Spanish  navy.     This  fleet  wa^ 

from  Monte  Video,   Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  eon^ 

tained  upwards  of  four  millions  ^  dollars,    tf 

which  about   eight  hundred   thousand  were  on 

board  the  Mercedes;  and  the  merchandize  on 

board    the  frigates  was    also    of  gresit  vaiae« 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  British  on  Ais  oeca^- 

sion  was  very  trifling,  and  the  Spaniards,  with 

the  exception  of  the  Mercedes,  soffered  chiefty 

in  their  rigging. ;[ 

This  rigorous  and  impolitic  attack  upon  the 
vessels  of  a  neutral  state,  |it  a  moment  when  ne- 
gociations  for  the  prevention  of  hostilities  were 
pending  between  the  two  countries,  produced  an 
immediate  declaration  of  war  by  the  court  of 
Madrid,  and  justified  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish 
government  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe.  And  in 
England,  as  well  as  in  other  countries,  the  con- 
duct of  ministers,  in  having  anticipated  ail  ex- 
pectations^ by  a  concealed  order  for  an  attad^ 
npon  the  Spanish  ships,  property,  and  subjects, 
was  condemned  as  an  act  contriM^y  to  the  puUio 
law  of  all  civilized  states,  and  m  totally  irre- 
conoilable  with  thoee  principles  of  moderation 
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BOOK.  Ill  and  liberalUy  which  bdong  to  the  British  cha- 
racter. 

Thus  far  had  hostilities  been  prosecuted, 
during  the  present  year,  without  giving  rise  to 
a  single  event  by  which  any  materitd  impression 
was  made  either  upon  France  or  Great  Britain. 
The  expenditure  occasioned  by  the  extensive 
scale  "of  hostile  preparations  was  in  both  coun- 
tries imnoiense ;  but  no  capture  of  importance^  no 
brilliant  victory,  no  signal  defeat,  marked  the 
success  or  failure  of  either  of  the  belligerents.  A 
menacing  attitude  was  assumed  and  maintained 
by  both.  The  navy  of  Great  Britain  was  con- 
stantly hovering  upon  the  coast  of  the  enemy ; 
and  the  armies  of  France  incessantly  threatening 
this  country  With  invasion*  The  declaration  of  war 
issued  bv  Sp^n  against  Great  Britain,  was  con* 
sidered  by  France  as  propitious  to  her  interest. 
The  Spanish  navy,  and  large  supplies  in  specie, 
were  regarded  by  France  as  very  important  ac- 
quisitions ;  and  the  extensive  line  of  coast  which 
the  enemy  would  thus  command,  was  represented 
to  be  of  infinite  importance  to  a  successful  pro- 
secution of  the  war,  in  as  much  as  it  enabled 
them  to  threaten  invasion  from  a  greater  number 
of  points,  and  compelled  this  country  to  incur  a 
great  additional  expenditure  by  augmenting  the 
number  of  our  blockading  squadrons. 

These  advantages  were,  on  the  other  hand, 
oounterbalanced  by  (he  prospect  of  new  enemies, 
which  the  capricious,  arbitrary,  and  insolent 
conduct  of  the  French  government  was  calcu- 
lated to  create.  Sweden  and  Russia  had  already 
expressed  their  dissatisfaction  at  the  conduct 
of  Bonaparte,  and  fresh  circumstances  were  con- 
tinually arising  which  tended  to  convert  this  dis- 
satisfaction into  actiial  hostility.  To  avaU  them- 
selves of  this  opportunity  of  forming  alliances 
upon  the  continent,  was  a  distinguishing  feature 
or  the  policy  of  the  British  government,  as  at 
present  constituted.  And  the  appointment  of 
liOrd'Leveson  Gower  as  ambassador  to  the  court 
of  St.  Petersbur^h,  increaised  the  public  expec- 
tation of  a  speedy  continental  alliance,  ana  en- 
oouraged  the  hope  of  the  advantages  resulting 
from  a  closer  political  connection  with  that  ex- 
tensive empire. 

While  arrangements  were  forming  in  the 
cabinet  of  Great  Britain  to  increase  the  number 
of  our  allies  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  infor- 
mation was  received  by  the  government  of  the 
successful  termination  of  hostilities  in  the  penin- 
sula of  Hindostan.  This  happy  event  served  to 
dissipate  the  apprehensions  so  generally  felt  at 
that  period  for  the  stability  of  the  British  empire 
in  the  East,  and  relieved  the  country  from  the 
necessity  of  weakening  our  army  at  home,  by 
detaching  troops  to  the  assistance  of  our  brave 
countrymen  jn  India.  Whatever  difierence  of 
opinion  might  exist  with  respect  to  the  justice 


or  expediency  of  the  war,  waited  during  the  jett 
1803,  against  the  confederated  Bfahratta  chief- 
tains, it  is  universally  allowed  that  the  contest 
was  conducted  with  eitraordinary  jadgm^nt  and 
vigour,  and  that  the  events  to  which  it  gave  rise 
exhibited  a  series  pf  brilliant  achievements,  umI 
splendid  victories,  which  cannot  be  coatemplated 
without  emotions  of  national  pride^  nor  recorded 
wittiout  adding  another  splendid  page  to  the 
military  annals  of  our  country* 

In  exhibiting  the  causes    of  tfie  war,  tbe 
Marquis  of  WelTe^ley  states,  that  a  number  af 
the  confederated  Mahratta  chieftains  had  assem- 
bled their  military  force  ^n  the  frontiers  of  im 
ally,  the  Soubahdar  of  the  Deccan,  after  haTiii; 
declared  that  the  intention  of  that  junction  wu 
to  decide,  whether  there  should  be  peace  or  war 
with  the  British  government  and  its  allies^    The 
determination  or  the  chieftains  to  maintaia  this 
position,  was  regarded  by  the  ^vemor-g^enl 
as  a  manifest  indication  of  a  design  to  frustrate^ 
by  hostilities,  or  by  the  terror  of  arms,  the  oper- 
ations of  the  alliance  concluded  between  tbe  Bri- 
tish government  and  the  Peishwab,  to  disturi» 
the  tranq[uillity  of  the  Nizam,  and  idtimately  of 
the  East  India  Company.     The  union  of  the 
confederated  forces,  and  their  commandiag  and 
menacing  position,  afforded  everv  advantage  to 
the  chieftains  in  prosecuting  the  hostile  designs 
which  they  had  already  exkiibited,  and  eiidUed 
them  to  hold  in  their  hands  the  issues  of  peace  or 
war,  and  to  arbitrate  the  fate  of  the  Deccaii  ac- 
cording to  their  interests  and  caprice.    Whik 
the  position  and  state  of  Scindiah^s  forces,  ooder 
the  comn^and  of  French  officers^  in  Hindostai}, 
and  the  machinations  of  Monsieur  Perroo,  the 
nominal  representative  of  the  deposed  Voghal 
emperor,  with  the  adjoining  states,  and  ^tktbe 
subjects  of  the  Company,   and   of   ibe  Vizier, 
exhibited  additional  proofs  of  the  hostile  de- 
signs of  the  confederates,  and  furnished  those 
chieftains  with  additional  means  of  proseeutii^ 
their  designs^     Such  are  stated  by  the  Marquu 
of  Wellesley  to  be  the  grounds,  which,  as  he 
insists,  constituted  a  just,  distinct,  and  lawfiil 
caufc  of  war ;  and  if  implidt  confidence  be  placed 
on  die  accuracy  and  fairness  of  this  representa- 
tion, it  would  be  difficult  to  dispute  the  existence 
of  a  legitimate    object  of  hostility.      It  must) 
however,  always  be  recollected,  that  in  the  in- 
vestig^tion  of  the  origin  of  the  wars  of  India} 
we  are  unfortunately  obliged,  in  a  great  ffieasure; 
to  form  an  opinion  upon  documents  soppli^  bf 
only  one  of  the  belligerent  parties.  ^ 

The  plan .  of  tiie  campaign  was  9snnf^ 
for  a  general  and  combined  attack  to  be  mide 
nearly  at  the  same  time  on  the  united  annjr  or 
Scindiah  and  the  Rsgah  of  Berar,  under  ^eir 
personal  command,  in  the  D^ccan,  and  on  ^' 
most   vulnerable  and   valuable  possesaioas  i» 
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*  ■  .1"        ■     "  '  t   '  'I  'i  1         'I     I    .       ,  ,  .1  saaasaasi  i  i=ss 

tfvery  quarter  of  India.    The  scale  of  operations  by  escalade,  yiiih  great  spirit  and  ipaUantry.    On  BOOK  lit 

extended  from  Delbi,  and  the  presidencies  of  the  10th  batteries  were  cmeped  against  the  for- 

Fort  William,  Fort  St  George,  and  Bombay/  tress  of  Ahmednuggur,  which  held  out  only  two    Chap.  Ill 

to  Poobnah,  Hyderabad,  Guzerat,  and  Orissa.  days,  and  the  surrender .  of  which  placed  the  ^"^  ^^ 

The  objects,  to  the  accomplishment  of  which  our  dependent  districts  under  British  authority.  ^^^ 

operations  were  directed  in  the  war  with  Dowlut  On  the  24th  of  August,'  the  confederate 

Kao  Scindiah,  were  the  occupation  of  the  sea  chie&  entered  the  Nizam's  territory^  by  the  Gaunt 

port  of  Baroach,  and  of  the  territory  annexed  to  of  Adjuntee,  with  a  large  body  of  horse,  where 

ity   and  the  general  reduction  of  his  military  they  formed  a  junction   with  a  detachment  of 

power  and  resources.    In  the  prosecution  of  hos-  irregular    infantry,     uuder    the    command    of 

tilities  with  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  the  views  of  the  Monsieur  Pohlman  and  Monsieur  Dupont,  cte* 

goYernor*general   were  chiefly  directed  to  the  sisting  of  sixteen  battaUons,  with  a  formidable 

occupation  of  the  proYinoe  of  Cuttack,  and  the  and  well  equipped  train  of  artillery.    The  whole 

cession  of  lall  the  R^jah^s  possessions  intermixed  of  this  armv  was  assembled  in  the  neighbour* 

with  those  of  the  Soubahdar  of  the  Deccan ;  and  hood  of  Bokerdun,  and  between  thai  place  and 

the  general  reduction  of  his  influence  within  the  Jaffierabad.    The  two  corps  under  the  oommand 

bounds  requisite  for  the  safetv  of  the  British  pos«  of  General  Wellesley  and  Colonel  Stevenspo, 

sessions  and  those  of  their  allies.     In  attacking  formed  a  junction  on  the  21st  of  September,  at 

Monsieur  Perron,    the  entire  reduction  of  his  Budnapoor,    and   immediately   determined    to 

regular  corps  was  contemplated,  and,  as  a  neces-  attack  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  24tli. 

sary  consequence,  the  annexation  to  the  British  With  this  Tiew,  the  two  divisions  marched  on  the 

dominions  of  the  whole  of  the  territpry  in  his  22d ;  Colonel  Stevenson  bv  the  western  ronte^ 

E>ssesston  within  the  Doab  of  the  Jumna  and  and    Major-general  Wellesley   by  the  eastern, 

anges,  with  a  view  to  render  the  rirer  Jumna  round  the  hill  between.  Budnapoor  and  Jnlna. 

the  north-western    frontiw  .  of  the    company^a  Arrived  at  Nulnair  on  the  23(1,  Migor-geaeral 

dominion  in  that  quarter.  Wellesley  reoeived  intelligence  that  the  com^ 

The  army  may  be  comprehended  under  two  bined  armies  of  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Bemr, 

feneral  divisions:     that  under  Mijor-general  were  encamped  at  the  distance  of  about  six  miles 

ITellesley  was  directed  to  act  against  the  com-  from  the  position  which  he  intended  to  ooqupy. 

bined  forces  of  ^  Scindiah    and   the    Rigah    of  Instead  of  waiting  till  the  morning  of  the  24th 

Berar ;  and  the  operations  on  the  north-western  for  the  arrival  of  Colonel.  Stevenson,  General 

frontier  of  Oude,    were    under   the   immediate  Wellesley   adopted   the    spirited  resolujtion  of 

direction  of  General  Lake,  commander4n-chief.  attacking  the, enemy  immediatelv.    Having  come 

Of  the  number  and-  distribution  of  this  force,  within  sight  of  the  enemy,  whom  the  general 

the  following  abstract  will  present  a  pretty  cor-  found  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 

reet  view  : —  fortified  village  of  Assye,    General  Wellesley 

t  w  j..-*^       A    *v     .^*^li  ^^    «j  if  formed  the  inmntry  in  two  lines,  witk  the  Krititk 

In  Hmdostsn,  osder  the  petvosu  commsBd  of  ,  J  ^  z^     •!  -.ji    t ^«  .^^^  — . 

Geneial  Lake, f. ., 10  500  cavalry  as  a  reserve  m  a  third,  in  an  open  space 

At  AUahabsd  sad  Mimponri V.'.^^^^^^^  6^500  between  the  Kaitna  and  the  Juah  rivers,  wiii<4l 

Id  the  I>eocan,  asder  the  immediate  persoDst  run  nearly  in  a  parallel  direction ;  the  Pdshwali 

wmoiand  of  General  Wellwley, ....    8,dos  god  the  Mysore  cavalry  occupying  a  position  to 

Snta«d.ary  force nnder^^^^^  ^^    ^^^  the  southward  of  the  iGiitna,  S  oFder  to  keen  i» 

At  HydeniMir.!^^^^^^^  !. 1*907  cheek  a  large  body  of  the  enemy^s  cavalry*     The 

AtPoohnah, • !..!!..!    1,598  number  of  the  British  troops  engaged^  amooated 

AtMoodgui, , 4,032  fo  about  four  thousand  five  hundred  men,  of 

On  the  march  from  Moodipil, 1,900  ^y^^^  twelve  hundred  were  cavahry,.  European 

gSST.^  e'u^id;^  JSl  »nd  native,  tiiirteen  hundred  European  infantry 

For  the  invasion  of  Cattaek, 5,216  and  artillery,  and  two  thousand  Sepoys.    The 

force  of  the  enemy,  which  was  composed  of  six- 

T^al,  exclusive  of  s^oD-lascars,  pioneera,  ^n  regular  battalions  of  infantry,  amounted  to 

artificera,  and  store-Uscars,  6^fiiS  ^„  tfiousand  five  hundred  men,  commanded  by 

European  officers,  and  furnished  with  a  train  of 

This  force  was  opposed  to  upwards  of  one  artillery,  exceeding  one  hundred  guns.    In  addi- 

hundred  thousand  native  troops,    including  at  tion  to  this  decided  superiority  of  numbers,  the 

least  fiftv  thousand  cavalry,    and  commanded  enemy  had  some  considerable  bodies  of  horse 

principally  by  French  officers.    On  the  8th  of  in  reserve,  amounting,  as  it  is  stated,  to  thirty 

August,  hostilities  commenced  in  the  Deccan ;  thousand  men. 

and  qn  that  day  Majnr*general  Wellesley  com-  After  some  evohitions  on  the  banks  of  the 

menced  his  march  towards  the  fortress  of  Ahmed-  Kaitna,  General  Wellesley  commanded  the  enemy 

nuj^gur,  the  fortified  town  of  which  was  carried  to    he    immediately  attacked,   and    the   troop^s 


450 


HISTORY  OF  TUB   WARS 


as 


180S 


BOOK  III  advanced    under  a  severe  and  destructive  fire 
'  from  the  enemy's  cannon.     The  British  artillery 

^"^' j^^;  prodneiag  Utile  eibct,  and  niany  difficulties 
opposing  its  advance,  the  general  ordered  it  to 
be  left  oebind,  and  the  whole  line  to  move  on, 
directing  Lieutenant- colonel  Maxwell,  with  the 
British  cavalry,  to  protect  the  right  of  the  infan- 
try as  the  line  advanced.  The  enemy,  notwith* 
standing  the  tremendous  canonade  which  they 
kept  up  were  obliged  to  fall  back  upon  their  se* 
cond  Une  in  front  of  Juab.  The  picquets  of  the 
infantry,  and  the  74th  regiment,  which  were  on 
the  right  of  the  first  and  second  lines,  sufiered 
eonsiderably  from  the  fire  of  the  artillery  on  the 
left  of  the  enemy'.8  position,  near  Assye.  The 
cannonade  had  proved  so  destructive  to  the  74th 
regiment,  that  a  body  of  the  cavalry  of  the  con- 
federate chieftains  was  encouragM  to  charge 
this  gallant  band^  while  roost  exposed  to  their 
five,  'the  British  cavalry,  however,  charged  the 
enemy  in  turn,  and  drove  them  with  immense 
slaaghter  inte  the  Juab.  Over-awed  by  the 
steady  advanoe  of  the  British  troops,  the  enemy 
at'  length  gave  way  in  every  direction,  and  the 
cavalry,  having  crossed  the  Juab,  charged  the 
fugitives  along  the  bank  of  the  rif  er  and  com- 
pleted the  rout 

.  The  force  under  General  Wellesley  was  not 
0i|ual  to  the  task  of  secuting  all  the  advan- 
tages arising  from  this  success.  Many  of  the 
enemy^s  guns,  as  the  British  troops  advanced, 
were^  left  in  the  rear,  which  were  afterwards 
turned  upon  the. lines  by  individuals,  who,  having 
thrown,  themselves  upon  the  ground,,  had  been 
left  on  the  field,  under  the  supposition  that  they 
were  de^d,  a  stratagem  often  practised  by  the 
troops  of  the  native  powers.  Some  time  elapsed 
before  the  fire  thus  kept  up  from  these  guns 
could  be  stopped.  To  effect  ttiis  object.  General 
Wollesley  took  the  78th  regiment,  and  the  7th 
native  cavalry,  and  compelled  the  assailants  to 
abandon  their  guns,  but  in  performing  this  service 
the  general's  horse  was  shot  under  bim«  The 
British  cavalry  re-crossed  the  J  uah,  in  order  to 
charge  a  body  of  infantry,  which  had  retired,  but 
was  again  f^med,  and  in  this  charge  the  gaNant 
Colonel  Maxwdl  was  killed.  The  victory  was 
then  decided,  and  the  enemy  retreated,  leaving 
twelve  hundred  meo  dead  on  the  field  of  battle, 
and  an  immense  number  of  wounded.  Ninety- 
eight  pieces  of  cannon,  seven  standards^  the 
camp  equipage  of  the  enemy,  a  great  number  of 
bullocks  and  camfels,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
military  stores  and  ammanition,  were  the  fruits 
of  this  splendid  victory,  which,  howef  er,  cost  the 
conquerors  one- third  of  their  army,  including 
eleven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  wounded,  and 
four  hundred  and  twenty-cight  slain. 

Upon   this    memorable  occasion,  Major<^ 


general  Wellesley  appears  to  have  displayed  coo- 
summate  skill,  promptbade,  and  judemeat,  and 
to  have  given  apledgo  of  that  splendid  career,  by 
which,  at  no  distant  period,  be  was  destined  to 
increase  the  military  renown  of  bis  country,  and 
to  elevate  himself  to  the  highest  rank  in  the  state 
short  of  sovereignty  itself.     Nor  have  the  British 
troops  ever  manifested  more  exemplary  order. 
courage,    discipline,  and  alacrity,  than  on  (be 
plains  of  Assye.    The  whole  line,  led  by  General 
Wellesley  in  person,  advanced  to  the  charge  with 
the  greatest  steadiness  and  bravery,  although  ud- 
supported  by  artillery,  and  in  the  face  of  a  most 
destructive  fire  of  round  and  grape  shot.    Not- 
withstanding   the    decided    superiority   of   the 
enemy's  numbers,  they'  were  obliged,  after  a  con- 
test of  three  hours,  to  retire   from  the  field  of 
battle,  but  not  till  a  French  ofiicer  of  distiiictioo, 
and  one  of  the  principal  ministers  of  Sciodiab, 
had  received  mortal  wounds,  and  lay  stretched 
upon  the  plain.  The  complete  defeat  of  the  com- 
bined  army  of  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar, 
an  irreparable  blow  to  the  strength  and  efficiency 
of  their  military  resources,  and  the  expulsion  of 
a  hostile  and  predatory  army  from  the  tenitorj 
of  the  Soubahdar  of  the  Deccan,    formed  the 
advantages  resulting  from  the  triumph  of  the 
British  arms  in  the  battle  of  Assye.    Colond 
Stevenson,  who  had  been  unavoidably  prevented 
from  joining  the  division  under  General  Wel- 
lesley before  the  evening  of  the  24tfa,  was  ordered 
on  his  arrival  to  continue  his  route  to  Boorban- 
poor,  and  about  the  middle  of  October,  this  city 
and  the  hill  fort  of  Asseefgfaur,  which  is  deno- 
minated the  Key  of  the  Deccan,  surrendered  to 
the  British  arms. 

While    General    Wellesley    contiooed  to 
observe   and    obstruct   the    movements  of  the 
chieftains,  their  possessions  in  the  province  of 
Guzerat  on  the  western,  and  of  Cuttack  on  the 
eastern  side  of  India,  were  conquered  bj  the 
British  arms.     In  conformity  to  the  comprehen- 
sive plan  of  operations  formed  by  the  gofcrnor- 
general,  which  was  calculated  to  attack  at  the 
same    time   the    most    distant    possessions  of 
Scindiah  and  of  the  Rigah  of  Berar,  lieuten- 
ant-colonel  Woodinffton  attacked  and  carrie<i 
the  fort  of  Baroach  by  storm,  by  whidi  acbiev^ 
ment,  the  company  obtained  possession  of  the  dis- 
trict of  that  name,  which  yields  an  anoual  revenue 
estimated  at  eleven  lacks  of  rupees*.  The  remaiO' 
rag  territory  belonging  to  Scmdiah,  in  the  pr^" 
vince  of  Guzerat,  was  the  district  of  Cbaaipa- 
neer,  and  on  the  17th  of  September,  tire  fort 
and  town  of  that  district  were  in  the  possession 
of  the  British  troops. 

The  invasion  of  the  province  of  Cuttack  vas 
nnrtertiken  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Harcoart, « 
bis  mnjesty's  12tk  regiment  of  foot,  who,  on  tb^ 
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Jltb  .«if  SAptembsr,  arrifttd  al  Gai\|iiiB,  and  took 
the  command  of  the  trof»ps  at  thai  station.  Oa 
the  14th  ihe^  mado  a  movement  in  advaoco,  aadk 
took  possession  of  Maoickpatam  without  resist-* 
ance.  Inluenced  by  a  letter  from  Colonel  Har- 
coarty  the  hramins  of  the  Pagoda,  of  Jaffamaut 
sent  a  deputation  to  the  British  camp  at  Maniek- 

Eatam,  to  claim  the  promised  proteetion  of  the 
British  government.  Colonel  Haroourt  aoeord* 
ingly  proceeded  to  Jagarnant,  the  Mecca  of 
the  Hindoos,  and  on  the  18th  encamped  in  tb^ 
neighboarhood  of  this  metropolis  of  idolatry, 
tile  Pagoda  having,  been  previously  evacuated  by 
the  Mahratta  forces.  And  the  governor-gene^ 
rai,  in  an  enumeration  of  the  advantages  derived 
from  the  conquests  of  this  campaign,  saye,  thai 
it  ie  by  no  means  an  immaterial  oireumstance, 
that  the  possession  of  the  great  tenple  of  Jagfir* 
naut  vfiU  inereaee  th^  reputation  of  the  East 
India  Company,  if  the  aSairs  of  that  terople> 
which  is  resorted  to  by  innumerable  pilgrims^ 
from  every  part  of  the  Indian  peninsuto,  be 
administered  with  justice  and  benevolence.  After 
the  surrender  of  Jagarnaut,  the  towns  of  Cut* 
tack,  Balasore,  andSoorong,  fell  fenooessively' 
into  the  hands  of  the  British  troops,  without 
resistance.  At  Barabutty,  the  only  remainine 
fiort  in  the  province  of  Cuttack,  a  vigorous  stand 
was  made  by  the  enemy,  but  all  resistance  waa 
overcome  by  the  courage  and  constancy  of  our 
troops,  and  on  the  13th  of  October  that  fortress 
was  stormed  and  carried  by  the  troops  under 
Colonel  Haroourt. 

Victory  continued  faithful  to  the  Britisb 
arms,  and  crowned  the  gallant  and  vigoroiia 
exerttona  of  geueial  Lake,  on  the  north-west 
frontier  of  Ome^  with  the  most  8|^leadid  aucoess* 
On  the  29th  of  August  General  Lake  movod 
into  the  Mahratta  territory,  with  (be  intentioii 
of  attacking  the  force  uaoer  Monsieur  Perseo^. 
which  occupied  an  advantageous  position  at  a 
short  diataooe  from  ibe  fovtresa  of  Ally  Ghur* 
The  force  under  the  command  of  thia  French 
JCepresentative  of  the  Emperor  of  Moghul»  coo- 
sisted  of  about  fifteen  thousand  horse,  of  wbieb 
between  four  and  five  thousand  were  veguiar 
cavalry.  But  the  regular  and  detBrmined 
advance  of  the  BriUeb  troops  so  completel]^ 
averawed  Monsieur  Perron's  forces,  that  they 
immediately  retired,  and  quitted  the  field  wiiii^ 
out.  venturing  to  risk  an  engagement.  The  army 
having  taken  possession  of  Coel  without  resist^ 
ance,  General  Lake  encamped  befoi-Q  Ally  Ghun 
an  the  4th  of  September,  and  determined,  after  an 
unsuecessful  n^ociatioa  with  Monsieur  Pedroo^ 
the  commander  of  the  garrison,  to  carry  the  fort 
by  assault.  The  command  of  the  storming  party 
Tvod  confided  to  lieutenanieolonelMonson,  who, 
afiter  enooumering  a  vigorous  resistaooe,  which 
Isefted  upwards  of  an  h^ur  fromi  the  comjneiMW^ 
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mentof  the  attackto  its  sooceesfid  tefmination^  BMftHl 
accomplished  the  object. of  his  enterprise^  About  ■ 

two  thousand  of  the  enemy  were  kdled  en  this  Caip.  IIL 
occasion ;  numbers  were  drowned  in  attempls  to  ^"^^ao^ 
esaspe,  and  those  who  surrendered  were  after*  '^^ 
wards  permitted  to  quit  the  fort.  The  Frenoh 
commandant,  the  only  European  in  the  pleiHi# 
was  taken  prisoner.  The  loss  of  the  Britiebi 
though  bearing  no  proportion  to  that  of-  the 
enemy^  was  extremely  severe,  and  consisted  of 
forty  "three  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty 
wounded,  amongst  the  lattet  of  whooa  were 
Lieutenants-colonel  Monson  and  Browne*.  Mi^lM 
Macleod,  and  several  other  gaUant  officers*  In 
the  fort  some  tumbrils  of  money  were  fouadf 
which  the  storming  party  divided  on  the  spot. 
AIlv  Ghur  was  the  residence  of  Monsieur  Ptarotti 
and  the  grand  depAt  of  his  military  stores,  the 
greater  part  of  whieh  was,  by  the  aequisition  of  . 
this  fortress,  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Britiak  * 
commander.  The  dav  aCter  the  suceesefiil 
assault  of  thi4»  fortress.  Monsieur  Perron  addnsB«< 
ed  a  letter  to  Genend  l;4ake,  informing  him  thai 
he  had  resigned  the  service  af  Scindisdi,  sndt 
requesUng  permiasioa  to  paae^  eaoeried  either  .by 
British  troops  or  his  own  bedy-guard,  with  hia 
family,  property,  and  the  officers  of  his  suites  to 
laicknow,  through  the  territory  of  the  CoaDpany, 
and  of  the  Nawaub  Vizier,  General  Lake  com-* 
plied  without  hesitatioa  with  thia  request^  and 
aUowed  him  to  pass  with  hia  body-guard,  witb 
every  mark  of  honour  and  respeot. 

The  only  check  which  the  British  troopa 
appear  hitherto  to  have  eaperieneed  wm.  a^ 
Shekoabad*  Repeatedly  atlacked  by  a  oupeeieE 
force,  under  the  command  of  a  French  effieeiv 
of  the  name  of  Floury,  Colonel  Coningham  wna 
at  length,  after  having  resisted  the  enemy  witls 
great  reaohittoa  and  spirit,  compelled  to  surren«< 
WT'y  on  the  advaiiilageous  eonditian,  however, 
that  the  isanrison,  whioh  oonsisted  of  five  com«» 
panieaof  Sepoya*  should  be  permitted,  to  maseb 
te  Gawapove.     la  the  heroic  defence  of  thia 

Elace,  nus»ben»  of  the  cookpsAy's  troops  wera 
illed,  and  amongst  the  rest  the  hvave  anddis-^ 
tinguiebed  commaadant,  Coloael  Coningham.  * 
The  British  army  under  the  pcsrsooal  oomw 
maad  of  General  Lake,  reaohed  Secundra  om 
the  0th  of  September,  and  oa  the  lllh  arrivedk 
at  Jehaah  Nidlah,  about  w  miles  from  Delhi,  at 
eleven  o'doek  in  the  moraiog. .  The  commander- 
in -chief  Itfiving  received  intelligence  that  Men^ 
sieur  Louis  Bourquien  had  crossed  the  Jumna  ia 
the  night»  with  sixteen  battalions  of  regular, 
infantry,  sia  tbouaand  cavalry^  and  a  considera-« 
ble  train  of  ordnance,  for  the  purpose  of  attack-- 
ing  the  British  forces,  immediati*ly  upon  hia 
arrival  at  Jeheab  Nullaii,  proceeded  in  person  ta 
.  reconnoitre  tliem  with  tbe  whole  of  hia  eavalryv 

consisting.  Quly.  at'  three  xegimentSi  and 
&  Z. 
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BOOK  ni  them  drawn  up  on  a  riding  fpround  in  order  of 

battle,  and  in  full  force.      Their  position  was 

^'i^'  J[^^*  strenffthencd  by  a  s^amp  coTerinf  each  flank, 
ifiM^^  beyond  which  the  cavalry  was  posted ;  their  front 
ilHNf  heing  covered  by  a  numerous  artillery,  and  pro- 
tected b^  a  Une  of  intrenchments.  Unintimi- 
dated,  either  by  the  superiority  of  the  enemy's 
numbers  or  the  advantages  of  his  position, 
General  Lake  ordered  the  line  to  fall  in  without 
delay,  and  to  move  to  the  front  in  columns  of 
grand  divisions.  The  troops  engaged  in  this 
glorious  action,  were  his  majesty^s  76th  regi^ 
.  ment,  seven  battalions  of  Sepoys,  the  artill^, 
the  d7th  dragoons,  and  two  regiments  of  native 
cavalry.  The  enemy's  forces  consisted  of  thir- 
teen thousand  infantry,  and  six  thousand  cairalry ; 
the  British  force,  both  cavalry  and  infiintry,  of 
only  four  thousand  five  hundred  men. 

The  position  of  the  enemy  was  such  as  to 
render  it  difficult  to  attack  them  with  efieot. 
dkneral  Lake  determined  therefore  to  make  a 
Irint  retreat,  that  they  might  be  induced  to  leave 
their  intrenchments,  and  to  advance  upon  the 
plain.  By  this  retrograde  movement,  the 
eavalry,  which  had  before  considerably  advanced, 
aoon  formed  a  junction  with  the  infantry  in. the 
rear,  which  still  oontinued  to  advance.  The 
eavalry  then  opened  from  the  cratre,  and  allow- 
ed the  infantry  to  pass  in  front.  The  false 
retreat  of  the  cavalry  completely  deceived  the 
enemy*  They  immediately  quitted  their  strong 
position,  and  advanced  with  the  whole  of  their 
Bumerotts  artillery,  shouting  and  exhibiting  the 
strongest  demonstrations  of  eonfideuce  in  victory. 
The  British  infantry  instantly  formed  into  one 
line,  with  the  cavalry  about  forty  yards  in  the 
rear.  The  whole  then  proceeded  against  the 
enemy,  led  by  General  Lake  in  person,  ut  the 
head  of  the  70th  regiment  The  enemy  kept  up  a 
tremendous  fire  of  round,  chain,  and  grape  shot. 
But  notwithstanding  the  destruction  it  pro- 
duced, the  troops  Mvanced  with  the  greatest 
bravery  and  steadiness,  without  taking  their 
muskets  from  th^ 'shouldei's.  When  they  ap- 
proached within  a  hundred  paces  of  the  enemy, 
they  were  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  of  grape 
from  all  their  artillery.  Orders  were  then  given 
to  charge  the  enemy  with  the  bayonet ;  the  whole 
line,  with  their  brave  general  at  their  head, 
after  firing  a  volley,  rushsd  en'  with  irresistible 
impetuosity,  and  the  enemy  giving  way,  fied 
in  every  direction.  When  the  line  halted,  it 
was  oniered  to  break  into  columns  of  com** 
panics.  This  manoeuvre  enabled  the  British 
cavalry  to  pass  through  the  intervals,  and  to 
charge  the  enemy  with  their  galloper  guns, 
and  pursuing  them  to  the  banks  of  the  Jumna, 
they  drove  vast  numbers  into  the  river,  and 
completed  the  victory.  By  this  splendid  vic- 
tory, sixty-eight  pieces  of  ordMnoe,  and  thirty* 


seven  tumbrils,  laden  with  ammunition,  fell  into 
the  possession  of  the  British  army.  Twenty-^ 
four  other  tumbrils  exploded  during  the  battle, 
and  matiy  others,  with  a  number  of  ammuniUon 
carriages,  were  left  by  the  enemy  in  the  Jumna 
and  the  Jehnah  Nullah.  Two  tumbrils  contain- 
ing treasure  were  taken  on  the  field  of  battle. 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  estimated  at  three 
thousand  men.  That  of  the  British  force  was 
also  very  considerable,  amounting,  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  to  four  hundred  and 
eighty-five  men — about  one  ninth  of  the  army 
brought  into  the  field  on  this  ever  memorable 
occasion.  Major  Middleton,  Cornet  Sanguine, 
and  several  other  European  soldiers,  fell  under 
the  scorching  influence  of  the  sun.  The  evacua-' 
tiou  of  the  oity  and  forts  of  Delhi,  the  disper- 
sion of  the  enemy  in  all  directions,  and  the 
increased  reputation  of  the  British  arms,  were 
amongst  the  important  consequences  of  this 
memorable  victory. 

Immediately  after  the  action  of  Delhi,  the 
unfortunate  Emperor  Shah  Aulum  sent  to  General 
Lake,  expressing  his  desire  to  place  his  royal 
person  and  authority  under  the  protection  of  his 
victorious  arms.  On  the  10th  of  September, 
General  Lake  waited  on  his  majesty,  and  con- 
gratulated him  on  his  emancipation  from  the 
oppressive  and  degrading  eontroul  of  a  Wench 
faction.  The  eldest  son  of  his  majesty,  Mirsa 
Akbar  Shah,  conducted  the  commander-in-chief 
to  his  royal  presence.  The  crowd  in  the  street 
was  so  great  that  it  was  with  some  difficulty  the 
cavalcade  could  proceed  to  the  palace,  but  Ge- 
neral Lake  was  at  lengdt  UBhered  into  the  pre- 
sence of  the  unfortunate  and  venerable  emperor. 
Oppressed  by  the  accumulated  calamities  of  old 
age,  degraded  authority,  poverty,  and  the  loss  of 
sight,  this  unhappy  prince  was  seated  under « 
tattered  canopy,  with  every  external  appearance 
of  misery  and  destitution.  The  impression  whieh 
General  Lake's  conduct  at  this  affecting  and 
.  interesting  interview,  produced  on  the  minds  of 
the  inhabitants  of  I>elhi,  is  not  to  be  described. 
In  the  metaphorioal  language  of  Asia,  the  extra- 
ordinary joy  exciled  by  the  deliverance  from 
bondage  of  the  aged  and  infirm  Shah  Aulum,  is 
represented  to  have  restored  his  majesty's  sight ! 
In  addition  to  many  distinguished  marks  of  royal 
favour,  the  emperor  conferred  on  the  general  the 
second  title  in  the  empire ;  signifying  **  The 
sword  of  the  state,  the  hero  of  the  land,  the 
lord  of  ag^,  and  the  victorious  In  war." 

On  the  24th  of  September  General  Lake 
moved  from  the  city  of  Delhi,  and  on  the  4th  of 
October  arrived  before  the  fortress  of  Agra* 
The  commander4n- chief  immediately  summoned 
the  garrison  to  surrender,  but  having  recrived 
no  answer  he  determined  to  attack  the  fort.  In 
conformity    with    this  determination,    G^onel 
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Clarke  was  directed,  on  the  10th  of  October, 
to  take  possession  of  the  town  with  his  brigade 
«f  Sepoys,  while  Lieutenant  MaccuUodi,  with 
three  oattalions  of  native  troops,  adyaneed  to  the 
attack  of  the  ravines.  After  a  long  and  severe 
contest,  the  enemy  evacuated  the  town.  The 
attack  on  the  ravines  was  equally  successful  ^ 
but  the  high  spirit  and  bravery  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  die  native  battalions  exposed  them  in 
some  degree  unnecessarily  to  considerable  loss. 
On  this  occasion,  twenty-six  guns^  with  several 
tumbrils,  were  taken ;  and  about  two  thousand 
five  hundred  men  surrendered  to  General  Lake, 
and  marched  into  the  British  camp  on  the  13th  of 
October. 

On  the  same  evening  the  garrison  of  the 
fort  sent  proposals  to  capitulate;  and  for  the 
purpose  ef  finally  adjusting  the  terms  of  the 
capitulation,  a  British  officer  was  sent  into  the 
fort ;  but  while  he  was  actually  engaged  in  the 
ue^ociation,  the  enemy  treacherously  re-com- 
menced their  fire,  and  the  officer  returned.  In 
vonsequenoe  of  this  act  of  perfidy,  the  breaching 
batteries  were  opened  on  the  17tb,  and  the  same 
evening  the  garrison,  consisting  of  about  five 
thousand  men,  capitulated.  In  the  fortress  of 
AgTBy  which  was  now  placed  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Macdonald,  were  found  a  large  ooan* 
tity  of  stores,  many  guns,  and  several  tumerils, 
containing  about  twenty-four  lacks  of  rupees. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  campaign  Scin- 

diah  had  detached  from  the  Deccaa  a  consider* 

able  force,   under  the  command   of   Monsieur 

Dudernaigne,  for  the  purpoee  of  reinforcing  the 

atmy  of  Monaieiir  Perron.      This  force,  which 

was  furnished  with  a  numerous  artillery,  was 

destined  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  the  important 

post  of  Delhi.    To  frustrate  this  design,  Migor«» 

l^neral  Lake  marched  from  Agra  on  the  27th  of 

October  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and  on  the 

;8l8t  encamped  a  short  distance  from  the  ground 

which  they  had  quitted  the  same  day.    At  13 

o'clock  the  same  night  General  Lake  marched 

with  the  cavalry,  and  came  up  with  the  enemy 

about  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  1st  of 

November.      The  enemy's   force,    which    was 

posted  with  the  right  in  front  of  the  village  of 

J^swaree,    and    the  left  upon  the    village   of 

Monaaloor,  consisted  of  nine  thousand  infantry, 

upwards  of  four  thousand  cavalry,  and  seventy* 

two  pieces  of  artillery.    Although  the  British 

*  infimtry  had  not  arrived,    the  origwal  plan  of 

attadi,  which  had  for  its  oli§ect  to  prevent  the 

retreat  of  the  enemy,  and  to  secure  theur  guns, 

was  immediately  carried  into  execution.  .  Migor 

Griffillis,  Colonel  Vandeleur,  and  Colonel  Ma- 

can,  with  their  respective  brigades,  charged  tlie 

enemy  with  great  gallantry  and  spirit,  forced 

their  line,  and  took  several  of  their  guns.     The 

enemy's  .fire  was  however  found  so  gaUing  and 


destructive,  that  the  British  cavalr j,  after  main-  BOOK  III 
taining- their  ground  with  distinguished  heroism  -^— — 
for  some  time,  were  at  length  obliged  to  retire,  ^"^^^  IIf<^ 
leaving  Colonel  Vandeleur,  and  several  of  their  ^"^ftftlT^ 
gallant  comrades,  dead  upon  the  field.  At  twelve  ^^^ 
o'clock  at  noon,  the  infantry,  who  had  that  morn* 
Jog  performed  a  march  of  five  and  twenty  miles, 
arrif  ed  on  the  banks  of  the  rivulet,  where  the 
cavalry  were  assembled.  After  aboat  an  hour's 
delay,  spent  principally  in  preparation,  the  Bri« 
tish  infantry  advanced  to  the  attack,  and  as  soom 
as  they  became  exposed  to  the  enemy's  artiller^^ 
opened  their  batteries  and  commenced  theii^ 
fire.  The  enemy,  whose  artillery  was  deeid* 
edly  superior  to  that  of  the  British,  both  in  nuni* 
ber  and  weight  of  metal,  discharged  grape^ 
shot  from  large  mortars,  as  well  as  from  guns  of 
a  very  heavy  calibre.  The  70th  regiment,  which 
headed  the  attack,  suflered  so  much  from  the  fire 
of  the  enemy,  that  General  Lake  judged  it  pre« 
ferabie  to  proceed  to  the  attack  with  that  ragt^^ 
ment,  and  a  small  body  of  native  infanlry  which 
had  closed  to  the  front,  rathor  than  wait  for  As 
remainder  of  the  column.  As  soon  as'this  small 
band  of  heroes  had  arrived  within  reach  of  tlis 
enemy's  guns,  a  most  tremendous  fire  of  cm^ 
Bister-shot  was  opened  upon  them.  The  loss 
sustained  by  the  British  troops  was  so  severe^ 
that  the  enemy  were  enoonraged  to  attempt  a 
charge ;  but  they  were  repulsed  with  loss^  ami 
oblif^  in  their  turn  to  retreat.  Their  cavalry^ 
however,  immediately  rallied,  and  their  postnro 
became  so  meuacinff,  that  General  Lake  deemed 
it  necessary  to  order  the  cavalry  to  advanes 
and  to.charffe  them.  At  this  instant  MiQor 
Griffiths  &Sf  by  a  cannon-shot;  but  Captate 
Wade,  by  whom  his  station  was  immediate^ 
supplied,  achieved  this  service  with  the  most 
distinguished  gallantry  and  success.  The  re« 
mainder  of  the  first  column  of  British  infiuitry 
having  arrived  in  time  to  join  in  the  attack  oa 
the  enemy's  reservs^  Major-general  Ware  was 
proceeding  to  execute  this  service,  but  was  killed 
by  a  cannon-shot.  The  loss  of  this  distingmshed 
officer  was  deeplv  lamented.  To  the  last  mo- 
ment of  the  battle  the  enemy  opposed  a  vigor* 
ous   resistance,    nor   did   they    absndon    their 

ground  Until  all  their  artillery  was  lost.  Theif 
ft  even  then  atteoi^pted  to  retreat  in  good 
order,  but  this  movement  was  entirely  frustrated 
by  lieutenant  •  colonel  John  Vandeleur^  who 
broke  in  upon  th«r  column  and  completed  ths 
victory. 

Gensral  Lake  very  truly  states,  in  his  dis« 
patch  to  the  §^overnor*general,  that  the  zeal 
which  the  British  army  displayed  on^  this  roe* 
morable  day  was  too  plainly  proved  by  the 
returns  of  the  killed  and  wounded.  The  num-» 
hers  amoiihted  to  eight  hundred  and  twentv^ 
imOf  iaclndiiig  many  meritorious  and  sinoeMy 
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BOiMLIH  lamented  officers.    Of  the  eneny,  ivro  tliofi8«iid 
■  were  teken  prjeoaers,    anil  th^  greater  part  of 

Ceip.  flL  tbtt  r«maii»der  elato.  la  afUition  to  tbis  kre- 
perable  less,  the  whole  of  the  basars,  camp 
equipage^  aiu)  ba^f^age,  fell  into  the  hands'  at 
the  British  tcoope ;  iwtih  a  coosiderable  number 
of  elepheots,  camels,  and  upwards  of  aeven 
hundred  bullocks ;  seiienty-two  pieces  of  eamo» 
of  dtflkrent  caUbres ;  forty-  fbur  stands  of  colours, 
and  sixty-foar  tumbrih  completely  laden  with 
ammunition.  Three  tumhrila  wHh>  money  were 
also  captured,  together  wilb  fifty-seven  carte 
laden  wMi  match-lbchs,  muskets,  and  stores. 
l>««tag  the  adion  several  tumbrils  with  amnra- 
nicion  exploded ;  and  ftve  thousand  stand  of  arms 
thrown  down  by  the  Mwmy  were  found  on  the 
fieU. 

On  tfaia  memorable  day,  bis  majesty^s  76th 
BegimeoA  maintained  tiie  hisii  f  epotation  which 
it  had  so  jusltly  aeqinred  for  bravery,  steadi- 
ness, and  discipline.  The  victory,  however, 
was  in  a  considerable  degree  attributed  to  the 
aldU^  judgment,  and  valoar  of  Oeneral  Lake, 
whose  illartrious  name,,  and.  heroic  exam^pfe,  io- 
apired  tira  army  vsitb  universal  confidence.  la 
the  midst  of  ttie  slaughter,  the  general  bad  two 
hofsee  killed  under  him;  but  while  the  she4 
jpottKd  roaod  him  in  evurjr  directioQ,  be  dis- 
jplaryed  the  mo«t  resolute  fortitude,  and  Hie  most 
ardent  valoi^.  Of  every  advantage  presented 
by  the  enemy  he  aTuiled  himself  with  admtra^ 
hie  promptitude,  and'  manifested  the  highest! 
diegree  of  profcssienal  ability.  His  unrivalled 
personal  activity  carried  into  immediate  exeeU'-> 
lion  his  wsriaus  and  masterlv  plans  of  attaetc ; 
and  in  the  front  «f  OTery  principal  charge,  he 
appeared  with  all  dm  ardour  and  entbusmsm 
af  matchless  courage. 

The  staff  of  the  armrv  mamtained  their  dis- 
tinguished reputation..  The  conduct  of  Majov 
6.  A.  F.  Lake,  of  his  majesty's  94th  regiment, 
nan  to  the  .commander-in-chief,  was  conspicu-* 
Msly  meritwions.  He  attended  his  father, 
throttglmut  the  Whole  campaign,  in  the  capacity 
of  miUtary^  aeoretary  and  aide-de-camp.  In  ex- 
ecuting his  ihther's  orders,  he  displayed  the 
utmost  gallantry  and  valour  in  every  service  of 
difficulty  and  danger.  He  constantly  attended 
his  father'a  peraon,  and,  independently  of  the 
Cos  of  natural  affisction,  he  possessed  the  highest 
jdaoe  in  the  commander-i^-cbiefs  confidence  and 
esteem.  In  the  heat  of  the  action  his  fiither's 
horse  was  killed  under  bim  by  a  shot ;  Major 
Lake  immediately  dismoimted,  and  after  much 
earnest  solicitation  prevailed  on  his  fiither  tCf 
mount  his  horse — mounting  himself  a  horse  of 
one  of  the  troopers.  At  that  instant  he  was 
strud^  by  a  shot,  which  wounded  him  severely, 
ia  the  presence  of  his  afiietionafie  fiitlier.  At  the 
same  moment  GeneKni  Lake  found  it  neoesiMu-y  to 


Lead  the  troops  against  the  enemy,  and  l^re  hio 
vrounded  son  upon  the  fiield  of  battle.  Exerting 
the  .last  eflbrts  of  Iraman  fortitude,  the  eom^ 
aMmder-itt*€hief,  in  this  dreadH'ul  and  dkitractmg 
moment,  prosecuted  victory  v^ith  undiminished 
ardour.  At  the  close  of  the  battle,  he  had  ther 
satisfoction  to  learn  that  the  wovnd,  though  se« 
Tern,  was  not  dangerous. 

Thus  terminated  the  short  but  briyiantcam* 
patgn  of  the  east.  In  the  l»rief  interval  betweeir 
the  Bth  of  August,  the-  day  on  which  hostilities 
commenoed,  and  the  1st  of  September,  the  Bri- 
tish  army  conquered  all  the  possessions  of  Scin* 
diah  in  Gueerat,  the  city  of  Reorhaopoor  iir 
Candeish,  the  province  of  Cuttack  in  Orissa^' 
the  Mahnrtla  dominions  between  the  Jumna  and 
the  Ganges,  the  city  of  Delhi;  with  the  right 
bank  of  the  Jumna^  and  the  city  of  Agra  and 
the  adjoining  territory.  The  fortiified  town  of 
Alimedmiggur,  the  fort  of  Atlyghur,  Baroach^ 
and  Cuttack,  were  taken  by  storm.  The  forts 
Ahmednnggur,  Powanghur,  and  Ghampeneer,. 
the  fort  of  Aeseerghur,  denominated  the  key  of 
the  Deecan,  and  the  fort  of  Agra^  which  the 
natives  term  the  key  of  Hindustan,  surrendered, 
after  batteries  had  been  opened  against  tliem^ 
by  capitulation.  Tbe  British  army  completely 
defottMl  the  enemy  in  three  general  engage^ 
meats:  at  D^i,  on  the  Ilth  of  September; 
at  Assye,  on  the  2M  of  September ;  and  at 
Laswaree,  on  the  1st  of  November:  Acosrdiog 
to  the  official  returns,  the  British  troops  took, 
in  Aose  engagements,  and  under  the  walls  of 
Agra,  tvfo  hundred  and  sixty^eight  pieoes  of 
ordnance,  five  thousand  stand  or  arm9,  two 
hundred  and  fifteen  tumbrils,  and  fifty-one 
stand  of  colours,  with  a  large  qumitity  of  sleresi 
baggage,  camp  equipage,  and  ammunition.  It 
does  not  appear,  that  any  oflicial  returns  of  the 
artillery,  stores,  be.  taken  from  the-  enemy  in 
the  greater  part  of  the  fortresses  mentioned 
aJiovC)  had  been  transmitted  to  the  supreme 
government  in  India,  at  die  time  tliis  statement 
vms  prepared.  But  according  to  the  returns 
which  had  been  received,  the  total  nombttr  of 
ordnance,  exclusive  of  tumbrils,  stores,  he.  cap« 
tured  from  the  8th  of  August  to  the  1st  of  N^ 
vember,  amounted  to  seven  hundred  and  thirteen^ 
.  After  this  splendid  termination  of  hostilities, 
treaties  of  peace  and  alliance  were,  in  eoafomiity 
to  instructions  from  the  governor- generad,  con- 
cluded with  the  following  chieftains  of  Hindos- 
tan.  The  Rajahs  of  Berar,  Bhurratpore,  BfaK}- 
berry,  Jeynagur,  and  tbe  JRajah  Umbajee  Rad 
Bnglab.  Two  sepwate  treaties  were  concluded 
with  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah;  a  partition  treaty 
with  the  Peiahaw,  and  with  the  Soubahdar  of 
the  i>eccan ;  and  a  treaty  was  ako  cobduded 
with  the  Rismah  of  Oohud. 

In  the  terms  of  peace*  tfie  govemor-genen^ 
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was  as  moderate  as  the  British  forces  were  ir- 
resistible in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  The 
combined  exertion  of  the  talents  and  wisdom  of 
the  Marquis  of  Wellesley,  and  the  military  g^enius 
and  courag^e  of  Generals  Lake  and  Wellesley^ 
accomplished  every  object  for  which  the  war  was 
undertaken.  In  every  part  of  the  company's  pos- 
sessions in  Hindostan  the  glorious  events  or  the 
campaign  diffused  the  most  enthusiastic  joy. 
The  inhabitants  of  Calcutta  voted  that  a  marble 
statue  of  the  governor-general  should  be  erected, 
as  a  lasting  memorial  of  his  eminent  public  ser- 
vices ;  and  it  was  at  the  same  time  agreed  to 
present  swords  of  considerable  value  to  Generals 


Lake  and  Wellesley.    At  home  the  public  grati-  BOOK  III 
tude  was  not  less  alive  to  the  extraordinary  exility     • 
and  exertions  of  the  governor-general  of  India.  ^^'^Y', 
The  thanks  of  parliament  were  voted  to  his  excel-      jqqT'^ 
lency,  and  to  the  commanders,  officers,  and  sol« 
diers  of  the  several  armies  which  had  shared  in 
the  dangers  and  in  the  glories  of  the  contest ; 
while  his  majesty,  in  order  to  express  the  royal 
approbation  of  the  signal  services  conferred  upon 
the  country  by  the  generals  of  the  east,  was 
pleased  to  create  General  Lake  a  peer  of  the'  - 
realm,  and  to  confer  upon  General  Wellesley  the 
honour  of  the  noble  order  of  the  Bath. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

ForeigH  HisTORt:  Stale  of  France — Canqnraei/  against  the  French  Government — Arrest  of 
GeorgeSf  Pichegru^  Moreau,  and  others  of  the  Cotispirators — Death  of  General  Pich^ru — 
of  Captain  Wright — Ex^dtion  of  Georges^  and  Eleven  of  his  Cor^ederates-^Moreau  per- 
tnitted  to  exile  himself— Arrest  and  Execution  of  tlie  Duke  d^Enghien — Charge  exhibited  by 
the  French  Government  against  Mr.  Drake  and  Mr.  Spencer  Smith — Arrest  of  Sir  George 
Rumbold — Plot  against  the  Life  if  Louis  XFIIL — Proposal  to  elevate  Bonaparte  to  the 
Imperial  Dignity^^Ineffectual  Opposition  by  Camot — Organic  Senate  Consuhum  conferring 
the  Title  of  Emperor — voted  by  the  Senate^ratified  by  Napoleon — Protest  of  Louis  XFIIL — 
The  Pope  invited  to  perform  the  Ceremom/  of  Consecration — Allocution  of  Ins  Holiness 
issued  on  his  Departure  from  Rome — Coronation — The  Title  of  Emperor  of  Austria  assumed 
by  Francis  IL-^Situation  of  Europe  at  the  Close  of  the  Year  1814 — Indications  of  the  Renewal 
of  War  on  the  Continent. 


THE  French  legislative  body  was  this  year- 
ai^sembled  on  the  7th  of  Januarv,  and  on  the 
16th  of  the  same  month  the  annual  exposi  of  the 
state  of  the  republic  was  submitted  to  that  as- 
sembly. This  publication,  which  was  the  last  in 
which  the  ruler  of  France  was  to  be  contemplated 
as  a  citizen^  giving  an  account  to  his  fellow^ 
citizens  of  the  origin  and  success  of  his  mea- 
sures, pourtrayed  the  state  of  the  republic  in 
the  most  captivating  colours.*  Although  France 
had  been  forced  to  change  her  attitude,  her 
situation,  according  to  the  government  organ, 
was  in  no  respect  deteriorated;  the  internal 
tranquillity  of  the  country  had  not  been  dis- 
turbed since  the  torch  of  war  had  been  re- 
kindled by  a  jealous  enemy ;  against  that  enemy 
the  public  indignation  had  been  as  much  in- 
creased as  the  devotion  to  the  first  consul  had 
been  augmented,  and  all  danger  of  internal 
divisions  was  at  an  endj  in  despite  of  every 
effort  made  by  the  English  goTemment  to  pro- 
mote them.  In  short,  the  war  had  not  even 
interrupted  the  plans  marked   out  for   a   time 
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of  peace;  the  construotion  of  roads,  canals^ 
bridges,  and  harbours,  as  well  as  the  promo- 
tion of  all  objects  of  a  similar  nature,  proced- 
ed  with  undiminished  zeal;  and  the  gov^n- 
ment  had  pursued  with  constancy  every  mea- 
sure that  tended  to  attach  all  interests  and  all 
hopes  to  its  duration.  The  finances  were  des- 
cribed as  in.  the  most  prosperous  sitiiation,  the 
revenues  were  collected  with  unprecedented 
fiicility,  and  public  credit  had  maintained*  itsdf 
in  the  midst  of  the  shocks  of  war.  Out  of  two 
hundred  millions  (of  livres)  which  might  have 
been  captured  by  the  enemy,  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  that  amount  had  been  saved.  In 
Hanover,  success  had  invariably  attended  the 
French  troops ;'  the  E^overian  army,  to  th^ 
number  of  twenty-five  thousand  men,  had  laid 
down  their  arms,  and  the  cavalry  of  the  repub^ 
lie  had  been  re-mounted  at  the  expense  of  a 
possession  dear  to  the  King  of  England^  and 
which  presented  a  security  of  the  justice  which 
that  monarch  would  be  obliged  hereafter  to  rec- 
tum to  France.    It  was  in  conclusioa  declared, 
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BCN^ lU  tbat  France  would  never  acknowledge  less  ad-* 
'  Tantageous  conditions  than  those  of  the  treaty  of 

^^*^'j  Ab^^^a^  f  ^^^  ^^^  most  perfect  harmony  subsisted 
between  the  French  ref^ublic  and  the  United 
States^  HelVetia,  Ital;,,  and  the  Ottoman  Em- 
pire ',  and  that  the  tranquillity  given  to  the 
continent  lU  the  treaty  of  LiuneviUe  was  secured 
and  ratified  by  the  proceedings,  of  the  diet  of 
Ratishoiw 

The  public  mind  being   thus  prepared  to 

cepoae  implicit  confidence  m  the  government  of 

Bonapartev  an  event  occurred  which  materially 

obntrlhuted  to  accelerate  the  completion   of  his 

projects,  and  to  elevate  (his  modern  Charleroagne 

to  the  summit  of  his   ambition.      Early  in  the 

month    of  February  a  plot    was    detected,  the 

object  of   which  seems  to  have  been  the  over* 

throw  of  the  existing  government.      The  pri»^ 

eipal  persons  implicated  in  this  conspifstcy  were 

Oeneral  Pichegru,  Georges  Cadoudal,  formerly 

a  leader  of  the   insttrgents   in   Britanny,   and 

liajolkAn^  ar  eooftdani  of  6em^pal  PiehegrU'.    It 

likewise  appeared  that  General  Morean  ^d,  to  a 

certain  extent,  been  made  a4n|uainted  with  the 

▼ietrs  of  Pichegfii,  and  that  he  had  held  secret 

interviews  with  that  general    since  his    return 

from  England  to  Paris.      The  first  intimation 

of  this  Intrigue  was  given  by  a  confidential  agent 

of  the.eeniBpiratorsy  who  had  been  arrested  near 

CalaJuB^and  on  bis  information^  Lc^Uaie^  Aloreau, 

and    several  .others,  were  placed  under  arrests 

This    treason  against  the  consular  government 

was  ammnirced  to  the  ptrblic  in  a  report  to  the 

first  consul  prepared  by  Regnieri  the  minister  of 

justice,  and  which   ascribed  the  whole  plot  to 

Engkmd  ami  her  esdtssaries,    On  the  protmriga'^ 

tion-  of  fllis  report,  the  genius  of  the  French* 

nktiMT  displayed  kself  in  ^a  profusion  of  legis^ 

hittve  prq'Hsions,  aad  in  copious  and  abject  ad^ 

presses;:     The  tribtinate,    the  senate,   and  the 

legirintive'  body,    all  vied  with  each  other  in 

terms  of  conrlly  adalation.    The  nrmy  and  the 

Qatyi   following  the  example  of  their  rulers, 

iwelled  the  number  of  addfiBSses,  and  the  rrghl 

t^g  hf  Ale  armaffient  collected  at  Ostefid  ^te- 

eHted^  ttmt   they  waited  with  impatience  the 

nrrttal'  of  the  moment  wlf^n  the  first  consul 

phculd  ^^  proelaim  the  hour  of  tengeanee  against 

England."' 

Td  the  addresses  of  feliciti|t)on  on  the  dia- 
eotctjr  of  {\Hf  c(>nspiraey^  delivered  by  tlie*  depu- 
tations from  the  senate,  the  legislative  body,  and 
the  tribimHte,  the  ftrst  consul  replied  ;-^ 

'^  STnoe  I  h^ve  attained  ithe  mtprtme  isagistracy 
May  ffoti  hmve  b^en  fpnii^  af^aiast  my  lifr •  Educated 
ifo'CWmv^  I  have  aeyei:  segardMi  dsn^er^'irhiobgvre  we  no 
fwir.  piki  1  c^aot  avoid  experiencing  s  deep  and  painful 
feeling  when  I  consider  the  situation  in  which  this  great 
tr&tion  would  have  been  nlaced;  if  this  (flot  had  be<^n  sue- 
cessfut,  for  it  is  principally  affalnst  the  g^lory,  the  liberty, 
^d  the  destiny  ofihe  FrnuA  people  that  the  conspiracy 


WM  formed.     I  luare  long  since  renounced  the  hope  of  en-^ 
joying  the  pleasucet  of  priyate  life.    All  my  davs  are  em- 
ployed in  fulftUine^tbe  duties  which  my  fate  and  die  wiO  of 
tie  French  people  have  imposed  npon  ne.    Hearen  will 
watch  over  France  and  defeat  the  plots  of  the  widced.    Tha- 
citizens  may  be  without  alarm.    My  life  will  last  «•  long  a»' 
it  shall  be  ueeful  to  the  nation  ;  bat  I  wisli  the  French  peo<- 
pie  to  understand,  that  existence,  without  their  confidence 
and  afl^ction,  would  be  ibr  me  without  consolation,  and 
would- fbrtbtin  hatre  no  object.'' 

These  congratulatory  addresses  did  not  so 
much  engross  the  attention  of  government  as  to 
induce  them  to  relax  their  viguance  for  the  de« 
tection  of  the  persons  implicated  in  the  cpnspi* 
racy.  Pichegru  had  hired  of  one  Le  Blanc,  a 
broker,  a  small  apartment  at  an  enormous  price^ 
relying  on  the  fidelity  and  attachment  of  his  host 
for  his  security.  But  bis  confidence  was  mis* 
placed  'y  for  this  unprincipled  wretch,  having  ab« 
uuned  from  Mnrat,  the  governor  of  Paris,  and 
the  brother-in-law  of  Bonaparte,  a  promise  of 
one  hundred  thoasaod  livres,  inlrodueed  six 
gens  d'annes  iiite  the  generals  ^pa^tment  on 
the  night  of  the  27th  of  Febrnary,  while  he  was 
asleep,  and  secured  his  pistols  and  dagger,  which 
were  laid  upon  a  table  near  his  bed.  Awaked 
by  the  noi^e,  the  general  sprang  on  to  the  floor 
naked  and  unarmed',  and  it  was  not  till  he  was 
exhausted  by  fatigue  and  loss  of  blood  that  he 
surrendered,  and  was  conveyed  to  Mrison*  1*he 
following  day,  the  legislature  passed  a  law,  that 
anv  person  concealing  Georges,  or  any  of  the 
individuals  who  were  named  as  participators  in 
his  plot,  should  be  considered  as  principals  in 
guilt,  and  should  ex|>iale  their  oSenee  with  their 
life.  For  some  days  Georges  had  the  good 
fortune  to  e9ea|w  the  vigilanoe  of  the  police,  but 
on  the  lOth  ol  March,  he  was  diseovered  in  a 
chaise  with  his  friend  Leridan  the  youngar,  and 
after  a  desperate  resistanee,.  in  which  he  shot  the 
poKce  oflicer  by  whqm  he  was  stepped  dead 
HpiHi  tiie  spot,  «id  wonnded  another  of  the  ofiV« 
cers  of  jnafioet  he  wns:  aeeured  and  conveyed  to 
prison. 

Immediately  on  the  arrest  of  General  Piehe* 
grn,  he  i^odertvent  an  examioatten  before  the 
prefect  of  the  polioe,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
<A4atn  from  htm  a  confessioor  that  he.vetonied 
to  France  under  tlie  direction  of  the  Frencii 

E'nces«  and  that  his  intwtiQn  was  to  fsplace  the 
urbons  on  the  throne  of  tikeir  ancestors.  Afler 
a  second  examination  he  was  committed  to  the 
tower  of  the  Temple,  wliere  ho  reniaiood  for 
about  a  noronth,  when  on  a  sodden  Uie  goveraflient 
annouoced  that  be  bad  terreinatod  his  exisianoe 
by  sniotde.  The  accorat  given,  of  tlue  event  by 
tbe  government  was,,  that  the  general  went  to 
bed  about  midnight  on  tbe  Otb  of  April,  and  thai 
when  the  boy  who  wnitod  upon  him  bod  retiiedf 
he  drew  from  beneath  his  bolster,  where  he  had 
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round  his  throat,  and  introducing^  into  the  two 
ends  of  the  cravat  a  piece  of  stick,  wbid^  he  had 
also  secreted,  be  twisted  it  about  until  strangun 
I^ioo  was  produjced;  and  to  prevent  t^e  stjpk 
from  returningt  he  placed  one  end  of  it  behind 
his  left  ear,,  kad  then  placing  the  left  side  of  his. 
head  upon  his  pillow,  expired  in  that  8ituation« 
At  seiFen  o^clock  in  the  morning,  the  turnkey 
entered  his  room  to  light  his  fire,  but  seeing  the 
prisoner  a  corpse,  with  his  face  discoloured,  hia 
jaw  locked,  and  his  tongue  pressed  between  hit 
ieeth^  he  iaunediately  gaTc  the  alarm.  Nosoonej^ 
bad  the  fact  of  the  death  of  General  Picbegru 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  criminal  tribunal 
than  they  dispatched  eight  physicians  and  sur- 
geons to  inspect  the  body,   and    their   report, 
agreehig  in  substance  with  the  above  representa- 
tion^ was  publicly  read  in  the  tribunal  of  the 
section,  by^the  omcer  of  health.  But  with  what* 
ever  art  and"  care  these  proceedings  w^e  drawn 
up,  the  account  they  contained  was  by  no  means 
satisfactory.      ''I'he    formation    of   an  artificial 
tourniquet,  by  ihieans  of  a  piece  of  fapgot  sticky 
and  the  persevering  use  of  it,  as  described  in  the 
report,  were  considered  as  improbable  and  unna- 
tural.    The  description  of  the  deceased  general 
taking  his  handkerchief  from  under  his  bolster^ 
at  a  time  when  no  eye  could  see  him,  was  deemed 
an  absurd  invention  ;  and  the  moral  and  religiooa 
character  of  the  roan   was  considered  a  strong 
presumptive  proof  that  be  had  not  committed  the 
crime  imputed  to  him.     It  was  on  the  contrary 
said,  but  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  assertion 
rested  on  no  positive  evidence,  that  while  General 
Pichegru  was  in  prison,  attempts  were  m|ide  to 
extort  from  him  confessions  by  the  application  of 
the  torture,  but  that  his  unconquerable  firmness 
rendered  these  barbarities  unavailing,  and  that, 
in  order  to  conceal  the  marks  of  the  torture,  and  ta 
avoid  the  exposure  which  must  have  taken  place 
on  his  trial,  recourse  was  had  to  the  last  expe- 
dient of  a  despotic  government,  and  the  victim 
of  private   assassination  was    calumniated  as  a 
suicide.^ 

The  trial  of  the  other  parties  concerned  in 
this  plot,  took  place  in  Paris  in  the  month  of 
July,  before  the  criminal  tribunal  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Seine,  when  Georges,  and  nineteen 
others,  were  convicted,  and  condemned  to  sufier 
death,  with  confisoation  of  property.      General 
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Moreau  was  sentenced  to  i^Q.  jei^^r  \tmm90li^  BOOK  HI 
ment.  To  Armnnd  PqligAaQy  M-,  de .  Miviive  ^ 
LajpUais,  and  M.  de  li^^i^r,  wbeiwere  in  tlte  Chky.  ¥9^ 
nupber  of  the  convicted,  £t  pwden'wiM  extended) 
On  the  25th  of  July,  Gepre^s  and^^vem  octtiera 
were  guillotined  nX  the  P-h^e  de^  Griw.  They 
died  with  the  paost  l^proic  firnuiefis,  ahd  vfere 
^compaiiied  4o  their  grftves  by.  t^  vegoeta  oi 
thousands.  How  far  ^pe^l  M^eair  was  Ihit 
plicated  in  the  plot  il  is^  iippnvlaiUe  Mosnralely 
to  determine ;  from  hhf  qMui  i|iMiirogatofei|p  no 
evidence  cautd  be  deduced-  agaiast.  him^  ktil 
General  Rouatlloii,  Boiivet  de  I^aier,  one  I^fl« 
land,  Md  some  other  persons  acmsetl,  wmi 
allowed  to  state,  that  he  first  enga^e^  in  a  oon** 
spiracy  to  overturn  ttie  existing  g#v>eranlMt,  kM 
to  restore  Louis  XVIII.  but  dftevvniDds  pr^* 
ferred  assuming  the  dffioe  el  dictat#ir  hiHiMi^ 
and  was  making  exertiQUs  for  that  piirpdatw.  ^  Ib 
an  exculpatory  letter  written  by  MnreaAiatlit 
first  consul,  he  acknowledged  that  distant  ovetw 
tures  had  beeix  made  to  him,  to  ettler  iitle  tomk^ 
pondence  with  th^  French  princea;  hnt  i»  tliesa 
proposals,  whicli  appeared  to  him  to  he  ridicnhius^ 
he  returned,  as  he  ajBSurms^  no  answers  TlM 
part  of  giving  information  to  goverinsept  was 
repugnant  to  his  character ;  such  an  office,  ha 
adds,  is  alwayfir  judged  of  severely ;  but  it  becomes 
odious,  and  is  marked  with  the  ^eal  of  reprobation 
against  the  individual  who  exercises  it  to  the  i«« 
jury  of  those  persons  to  whom  his  gr atituy^e  is  diie^ 
and  with  whotti  he  has  long  cultivated  hnbtta^  of 
firiendship*  Duty,  be  observed,  may  sbmatiinei 
yield  to  public  opinion. 

Such  was  the  substance  of  General  Moreau'a 
letter.  It  is  a  weak  c!efence  of  innocence ;  and 
if  he  were  conacions  of  the  inte^ty  of  his 
conduct,  he  should  have  assumed  a  manly  and 
heroic  tone  of  self-defence.  He  ahoqld  have 
demanded  to  bo  brought  before  a  public  tribunal. 
His  groat  and  well-merited  popularity  would 
have  confirmed  a  just  assertion  of  his  innocence. 
Even  the  uplifted  sword  of  tyranny  would  not 
have  dared  to  strike.  The  truth  appears  to  be, 
that  he  was  aware  of  the  conspiracy  againat  the 
government  and  person  of  Bonaparte,  bat  there 
was  not  the  least  evidence  that  he  had  ever  takeg 
any  active  share  in  perpetrating  the  designs  of 
the  conspirators.  After  £ome  delay,  Moreati 
was  permitted  to  embark  for  the  United  Statea 


*  Sooa  after  the  death  of  GeDeral  Pichegru,  died,  io  the  same  prison  of  the  Temple,  a  British  naval  officer,  whose 
fate  was  deeply  deplored,  aod  the  circorostance  of  which  g^ve  rise  to  the  suspicion  that  bis  deatb  prooeede<l  from  the 
(istnds  of  violence  rathor  th^n  frqm  the  ordination  of  Providence.  Qn  the  15tb  of  May  accident  tbr^w  into  thehsnds  of 
the  enemy  CapUin  Wright,  who,  while  crui^ng  on  board  a  corvette,  in  the  Bay  of  Qaiberon,  was  becalmed  snd  made  pii« 
pooer  by  the  French  g^n-boats.  He  was  a  person  in  whose  capture  Bonaparte  would  for  every  reason  rejoice.  H^  had 
|)een  the  fellow-prisoner  of  8ir  fiftdney  Smith,  and  after  escaping  with  that  officer  from  the  Temple,  had  served  with  lum 
in  Bgypt  snd  Syria,  and  had  slready  been  named  in  the  reports  as  the  person  who  effected  the  landing  of  Qeorges. 
Plebegru,  sod  their  companions,  on  the  coast  of  France.  Captain  Wright,  on  his  arrival  in  Paris,  was  iroroure d  in  the  Tem«. 
pie,  wbese  h*  realsted  erery  temptation  that  wi^s  held  oqt  to  allure  bim  to  make  di9clof4res  to  the  injury  of  |\is  coqntrjr,  and 
f bfia  l^fell  tbe  ^ietim,  ss  is  sap{HMi  of  hiB  virtne,  bofiear,  wi  ^n|tsne^< 
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BOOK  III  of  Ameriea,  in  which  country  he  remained  with- 

■  out    any    fixed  purimit,  till  the  sovereigns  of 

y^*^'  Eiflrope,    duly   appreciating  his  talents,   called 

Iflbl^    **  expatriated  general  from  exile,  and  gave  him 

iw4     '^  distinguished  rank  in  their  military  councils. 

While  the  goTemment  of  France  was  en- 
gaged in  prosecuting  the  conspirators  in  its 
own  capital,  the  territory  of  the  Elector  of 
Baden  was  violated,  and  si  prince  of  the  house 
of  Bourbon  sacrificed  to  the  jealousy  of  the  first 
consul.  Louis  Antoine  Henri  de  Bourbon,  Due 
d^Enghien,  son  of  the  Prince  of  Cond6,  follow- 
ing me  fortunes  of  his  family,  had  emigrated 
from  France  in  an  early  stage  of  the  reVblution, 
and  during  the  wliole  of  the  last  war,  had  served 
with  distinction  in  the  royalist  army.  Nature 
had  been  liberal  in  the  endowment  of  his  person, 
and  his  mind  was  enriched  by  man?  virtues,  and 
adorned  livith  the  acquirements  oi  a  liberal  and 
judicious  education.  At  the  end  of  the  war  he 
had  sought  a  retreat  in  the  dominions  of  the 
Elector  of  Baden,  where  he  liyed  in  a  state  of 
cautious  privacy,  avoiding  alike  that  activity 
which  would  have  exposed  him  to  suspicion,  and 
that  publicity  which  would  have  rendered  him 
the  object  of  mortifying  curiosity  or  of  illiberal 
reflection.  Early  in  the  present  year,  feeling  the 
irksomeness  of  hiis  situation,  and  the  disgraceful 
oblivion  to  vrtiich  he  seemed  to  be  consigned,  he 
had  written  to  the  British  minister  at  Vienna, 
soliciting  to  be  employed  in  tfie  army  of  his 
mi^esty,  in  any  way  that  might  be  thought  pro- 
per, and  declaring,  that  as  he  could  have  no 
individual  nor  family  interest  to  advance,  his 
hopes  were  limited  to  the  attainment  of  a  com- 
mission in  the  army,  or  any  other  honourable 
employment  that  government  might  be  pleased 
to  assign. 

While  the  duke  was  thus  employing  himself, 
in  t^e  supposed  security  which  a  neutral  territory 
should  afford,  a  party  of  fifteen  hundred  French 
dragoons,  headed  by  Caulaincourt,  an  aide-de- 
camp of  Bonaparte,  crossed  the  Rhine  in  the 
night  of  the  15th  of  March,  in  three  divisions ; 
the  guards  of  the  elector,  finding  all  resistance 
vain,  were  obliged  to  open  to  these  invaders  the 
gates  of  Offenburgh  and  of  Ettenheim,  where 
the  duke  had  fixed  his  abode.  Proceeding  to  his 
house,  they  seized  the  duke,  and  a  few  old  priests 
and  invalids  who  dwelt  with  him,  and  loading  his 
feet  and  hands  with  ironsf  immediately  repassed 
the  river,  and  conveyed  him  a  prisoner  into 
France.  With  the  utmost  rapidity,  without  sleep, 
and  in  fetters,  he  was  obliged  to  travel  day  and 
night,  until  he  reached  Paris.  When  Lis  guards 
brought  him  to  the  Temple,  they  found  an 
'  order,  in  obedience  to  which  they  immediately 
.carried  him  away  to  the  castle  of  Vincennes. 
On  his  arrival  at  that  place  on  the  21st,  a  mi- 
litary committee,    composed    of  seven  persons. 


selected  for  the  purpose  by  Murat,  repaired  to 
the  castle,  to  try,  or  rather  to  order  him  for 
execution.  In  his  absence  the  charges  against 
him,  and  the  prooft  in  support  of  theih,'were 
read.  The  charges  were,  1st,  having  borne  arnis 
against  the  republic ;  2d,  '  having  offered  his 
services  to  England;  3d,  having  received  and 
conspired  with  agents  of  England ;  4th,  having' 
put  himself  at  the  head  of  a  troop  of  emh^rants 
in  the  pay  of  England  in  Frihourg  and  Bsden  ; 
5th,  having  endeavoured,  by  cdrrespbndencesr 
with  Strasburgh,  to  cause  insurrections  in  the 
neighbouring  departments,  in  order  to  make  a 
diversion  in  lavour  of  England ;  and  6th,  hav- 
ing aided  the  late  conspiracy  against  the  life 
of  the  first  consul. 

It  was  not  until  after  the  reading  of  these 
charges  and  papers  that  the  prisoner  was  ad- 
mitted into  court ;  and  then,  the  report  of  the^ 
trial  published  by  the  French  government  says, 
he  was  interrogated,  and  allowed  to .  make  his 
defence ;  but  what  was  the  nature  of  the  inter- 
rogatory, or  of  the  defence,  no  information  wasr 
ever  given.  Indeed  it  appears  that  the  unfor- 
tunate prince  was  brought  to  his  trial  rather 
dead  than  alive;  exhausted  with  fatigue,  with 
the  weight  of  his  irons,  and  with  want  of  sleep, 
to  such  a  degree  that  with  difficultv  he  could 
keep  his  eyes  open.  The  court,  witnout  murh 
deliberation,  found  him  guilty  of  all  the  charges, 
and  sentenced  him  to  death.  The  same  night 
he  was  taken  from  his  dungeon,  and  led,  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  by  torch-light,  io  the 
wood  of  Vincennes,  where  he  was  inhumanly 
shot  by  the  Italian  soldiers  in  the  service  of 
Bonaparte.  This  unfortunate  prince,  who  was! 
in  the  thirty-second  year  of  his  age,  met  his  fate 
with  the  most  undaunted  and  heroic  firmness. 
On  his  way  to  the  place  of  execution   he  ex- 

{ tressed  his  joy  that  his  murderers  were  to  be 
breigners  and  not  Frenchmen,  and  when  the 
bandage  was  to  be  placed  over  his  eyes,  he  ex- 
claimed, ^*  a  loyal  soldier  can  face  death  with 
open  eyes  and  without  fear.'*  In  his  la^t  hours 
he  was  allowed  to  have  the  attendance  of  a 
priest,  but,  with  the  barbarity  which  characterized 
every  part  of  this  dark  and  murderous  transaction, 
they  were  hot  permitted  to  be  alone,  nor  to  have 
any  intercourse  but  in  a  tone  of  voice  sufficiently 
loud  to  be  heard  by  the  guards. 

The  effect  of  this  event  formed  a  striking 
contrast  to  that  of  the  discovery  of  the  conspi- 
racy of^  Georges.  Gloom  overspread  every 
countenance,  and  silence  stifled  every  eniotion. 
No  one  ventured  to  congratulate  the  urst  consul 
oh  his  escape,  or  on  the  destruction  of  his  mortal 
enemy  ;  no  one  dared  to  blame,  i^nd  no  one  was 
allowed  to  vindicate  the  act.  The  intelligence 
of  the  trial  and  the  execution  were  first  imparted 
in  papers  printed  out  of  France^  for  it  vras  nol' 
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iftntil  several  days  after  the  event,  that  the  Paris 

tteivspapers  contained  any  narrative  on  the  sub^ 

3^ed.      In  private,  where  men  could  ventore  to 

intimate  an  opinion,  every  one  declared  his  ab* 

liorrence  of  the  act,  and  every  Frenchman  songht 

"to   alleviate  his  portion  of  the  burthen  of  natiooal 

infamy,  by  cong^tulating  himself  that  he  was 

not    one  of  the  Italians  who  had  performed  this 

task  of  midnight  hatchery.   In  foreign  countries, 

vrViere  any  free  opinion  could  be  expressed,  the 

murder  was  stigmatized  in  becoming  terms, '  and 

\n  some,  solemn  funeral  obsequies  were  performed 

in   honour  of  the  victim.     Several  notes  on  the 

illeg'al  seizure  of  the  Duke    d^Enghien,  and  the 

iriolation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  German  empire, 

*were  delivered  both  to  the  diet  of  Ratisbon,  and 

addressed  to  the  French  minister  for  foreign 

.    Among  these  by  far  the  most  spirited 

the    notes     presentedi  by    the    Russian, 

Swedish,  and  Hanoverian  ministers. 

The  tragic  scene  in  the  wood  of  Vincennes 
bad   scarcely  closed,   when  another  conspiracy 
i^as  announced  by  the  grand  judge  of  the  French 
courts.  In  his  report  to  the  first  consul  it  is  stated, 
that    the  British  minister  resident  at  the  court 
of  Munich,  had  engaged  in  a  clandestine  corres- 
pondeace  with  certain  individuals  in  the  heart  of 
Fram^e,  with  a  view  to  overturn  the  government 
of  that   country.    That  these  agents  had  been 
supplie^d  with  lar^e  sums  of  money  by  the  British 
l^v  eminent,    which    were  to  be  employed    by 
establishing  an  intelligence  in  the  different  pub- 
lic offices  of  France;    in    gaining  over  those 
employed  in  the  powder  mills  of  that  country , 
in  procuring  a  correct  knowledge  ^f  the  different 
parties  in  France ;  and  in  taking  every  means  to 
disorganize  the  armies.    Such  is  the  substance  of 
the  instructions  cited  by  the  grand  judge,  as 
given,  by  Mr.   Drake  to  his  principal  corres- 
pondent, Mehee  de  Latoucfae,  who  was  supposed 
to  be  at  the  head  of  a  committee  of  malcontents 
assembled  at  Paris,  and  these  facts  were  support^ 
ed  by  a  variety  of  documents  and  intercepted 
elters  annexed  to  the  report    This  M.  Meh^ 
was,  it  appears,  a  man  of  notoriously  infamous 
character — an  intriguer  by  profession,  who  had 
insinuated  himself  into  the  confidence  of  some 
of  the  members  of  the  British  government,  i^nd 
through  their  introduction  had  gained  access  to 
Mr..  Drake,  to  whom  he  bad  made  a  tender  of 
his  services.     Bat  the  proposal  from  Meh6e  was 
merely  a  snare,  in  order  to  diaciover  the  views 
and  the  private  means  of  procuring  information 
adopted  by  the  English  cabinet ;  for  the  supposed, 
ooospiraitor   was,    from    the   beginning   of   liis. 
iatrigue,  actually  in  the  confidence  of  the  French 
government.    The  principal  object  of  the  report 
promulgated  by  Regnier,  the  grand  judge,  was. 
to  implicate  Mr.  Drake  in  a  participation  in  the. 
plasB  of  Georges  and  his  adlierenta,  and  the 
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conduct  pursued  on  this  occasion  by  the  £iector  BOOS.  Iff 

of  Bavaria,  shews  that  he  was  not  altogether ■ 

unsuccessful  in  establishing  his  position.  Copies  Chap.  IV. 
of  the  report,  and  the  documents,  were  addressed  ^*"T^CT*^  - 
to  the  several  ministers  from  the  foreign  courts  ^^^^ 
resident  at  Paris,  and  these  papers  were  accom- 
panied by  a  circular  from  M.  Talleyrand,  de-. 
nouncing  Mr.  Drake  as  an  associate  in  the 
infamous  plot  at  that  time  before  the  French  tri- 
bunals. The  answers  to  Ihis  communication  were 
for  the  most  part  conveyed  in  general  terms  of 
compliment  to  the  first  consnl,  but  some  of  the 
representatives  of  foreign  states  condemned  the 
conduct  of  the  British  envoy,  in  terms  of  the 
severest  reprehension,  and  of  this  number  the 
Danish  minister,  M.  Dreyer,  and  the  American 
minister,  Mr.  Livingston,  were  the  most  con- 
spicuous. The  original  documents  upon  which 
the  charge  against  the  British  minister  was 
founded,  were  transmitted  to  Munich,  and  on. 
the  31st  of  March,  a  note  was  addressed  to  Mr. 
Drake,  by  the  Baron  de  Montgelas,  prime 
minister  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  expressive  of 
the  regret  of  bis  serene  highness,  that  his  capital 
should  have  been  the  central  point  of  a  corres- 
pondence so  inconsistent  with  the  mission  with 
which  Mr.  Drake  was  invested  ;  and  intimating, 
that  it  was  due  to  his  own  dignity,  and  to  the 
welfare  of  his  subjects,  to  declare,  that  from  the 
present  moment  it  became  impossible  for  him  to 
liold  any  communication  with  Mr.  Drake,  or 
again  to  receive  him  at  his  court.  After  the 
receipt  of  this  note,  it  was  no  longer  in  the  power 
of  Mr.  Drake  to  prolong  his  residence  m  the 
Bavarian  territories;  and  Mr.  Spencer  Smith, 
the  British  envoy  to  the  Elector  of  Wurtemburg, 
who  was  stated  to  have  been  implicated  in  these 
transactions,  was  also  under  the  necessity  of 
quitting  Stutgard. 

The  impression  made  by  these  transactions 
in  every  court  of  Europe,  rendered  it  necessary 
that  some  notice  should  be  taken  of  them  by  the' 
British  government.  Accordingly,  a  circular 
letter  was  addressed  by  Lord  Hawkesbury  to 
each  of  the  foreign  ministers  resident  at  the 
court  of  London,  in  which  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs  repels  the  charge  preferred  against 
his  majesty's  government,  of  participating  in  any 
project  of  assassination;  but  his  lordship  at  the 
same  time  maintains,  that  if  any  minister,  accre- 
dited to  a  foreign  court,  had  held  correspondence 
with  persons  in  France,  with  a  view  of  obtain- 
ing information  of  the  projects  of  the  French 
government,  or  for  any  other  legitimate  purpose, 
he  had  done  no  more  than  ministers,  under  simi- 
lar circumstances,  had  been  uniformly  consi- 
dered as  having  a  right  to  do,  with  respect  to  the 
countries  with  which  their  sovereign  was  at  war. 
This  position  of  Lord  Hawkesbury  was  com-' 
mented  upon  some  tinie  after  in  a  circular  note 
6  B 
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BOOK  III  from  M.  Talleyrand ;  in  which  the  French  miniB- 

"" ter  asserts,  that  diplomatic  agents  had  at  all  times 

V^^'J^'i  been  considered  as  miniHters  of  peaee--*organ8  of 
ImT*^^  conciliation — ^but  the  British  government  wish- 
ed  to  make  them  the  instigators  of  plots,  the 
agents  of  troubles,  the  directors  of  macUnations ; 
▼ile  spies  ;  cowardly  seducers ;  the  fomentors  of 
seditions ;  the  paymasters  of  assassins.  And 
the  French  ministers  to  whom  these  notes  were 
directed,  were  ordered  to  declare  to  the  govern^ 
ments  where  they  resided,  that  Bonaparte  would 
not  recognise  the  English  diplomatic  body  in 
Europe,  so  long  as  the  British  government  did 
not  abstain  from  charging  its  ministers  with  any 
warlike  agency,  and  did  not  restrain  them  within 
the  limits  of  their  function. 

Shortly  after  the  appearance  of  the  circular 
note  of  M.  Talieyra'nd,    in    which   the  French 

fovernment  attempted  to  place  the  British 
iplomatic  corps  out  of  the  protection  of  the  law 
of  nations,  upon  the  ground  of  their  violating 
this  general  inter-national  code,  that  govern- 
ment committed  a  most  daring  infraction  of 
the  Tery  law  which  they  had  just  expressed  so 
much  solicitude  to  uphold.  On  the  night  of 
the  94th  of  October,  a  body  of  two  hundr^  and 
fifty  French  troops,  under  the  command  of  a 
geperal  officer,  embarked  at  Harburgh,  and 
landed  between  Hamburgh  and  Altona,  at  a 
place  called  the  Hamburgh-hill.  They  proceed- 
ed to  Grindelhof,  where  Sir  George  Rumbold, 
the  British  minister  to  the  Hanseatic  towns,  and 
the  circle  of  Lower  Saxony,  had  his  eoontry 
residence.  Those  who  first  approached  the  house 
asifected  to  be  couriers  with  dispatches  from 
Tt>nningen ;  but  entertaining  suspicion.  Sir 
George  refused  them  admittance.  Upon  this 
the  whole  body  rushed  forward,  broke  open  the 
cbors,  seized  Sir  George  and  his  papers,  and 
conveyed  him  to  a  carriage,  which  was  waiting 
for  the  purpose  of  conducting  him  to  Hanover, 
whence  he  was  sent  off  to  Paris.  The  following 
morning,  as  soon  as  the  senate  of  Hamburgh 
heard  of  this  violation  of  their  territorial  rights, 
they  assembled  at  seven  o^ clock,  and  continued 
sitting  till  five  o^clock  in  the  afternoon.  As  the 
result  of  their  deliberations,  they  presented  a 
remonstrance  to  the  French  minister,  M.  Rein« 
hard,  who  denied  having  any  knowtedge  what- 
ever of  the  transaction.  The  order  for  the  arrest, 
it  seems,  was  transmitted  from  Parfs  directly  to 
Marshal  Bernadotte.  Being  thus  foiled  in  their 
attempt  16  procure  reparation,  or  even  any  ex* 
planation  pf  the  ufiair,  from  the  French  minis^ 
ter,  the  senate  conceived  it  proper  to  apprise 
the  courts  of  Berlin,  Vienna,  and  Petersburgb, 
of  this  violation  of  their  territory. 

An  explanation  of  this  act  of  violence  was 
afterwards  given  to  the  senate  of  Hamburgh,  by 
the  French  minister,  Jleinhard,  who  pretend^ 


to  justify  the  seiflure  of  Sir  George  RmaboM, 
iqMHi  the  ground  ei  his  being  concerned  in  tk 
oonspinusy  imputed  to  Mr.  Drake ;  but  the  fai- 
laey  of  the  pretext  is  sufficieotlyobvioas,  iiroi 
the  eircanttitaDee  of  Sir  Qeorge  Rumbold  beis? 
no  where  alluded  to  in.  the  correspondence  ^ 
Meh4e  de  Latouehe. 

It  appears  that  upon   his  arrival  at  Paris, 
Sir  George  Rumbold  was  eottveyed  to  the  Tem- 
ple, where  he  was  treated  with  civility  durio^ 
a  confinement  of  two  days  nod  two  ni^ts.   On 
tiie  third  day  he  was  removed  from  the  Tempk 
and  cooduGted  towards  the  <Kiant  of  the  CbaAoel, 
having  first  entered  into  a  stipulation  not  to  »• 
turn  to  Hamburgh ;  nor,  after  his  dwartarefro^ 
France,  to  go  within  Aftv  miles  of  any  part  ef 
the  French  territory.    Before  he  left  the  Temple, 
he  made  an  applicatiott  for  his  papers,  vfakk 
bad  been  transmitted  to  the  minister  of  tfae  po« 
lice ;  but  this  demand  was  pereoEipienly  refosei 
He  was  then  put  into  a  carriage  wkh  his  serrant, 
and  conveyed  to  Bouloi^Cy  asd  aftenvanis  to 
Cherbourg.    The  flag  of  truce  in  whidi  be  liail 
embarked,  falUng  m  with  bis  migesty's  frigite 
the  Niobe^  Sir  Gestge  was  taken  on  board,  aid 
landed  at  Portsmouth  on  the  17th  of  November. 
This  aet  of  violenee  was  the  eul^ect  of  aa  official 
note  from  Lord  Hawkcsbnry  to  the  cabueteir 
Berlin ;  hut  thatcoart  had  previously  made  a  re- 
monstrance on  the  Bttlject  to  the  Frcodi  foren- 
nient,  and  to  that  remonstranee  the  release  of  Sir 
George  Runibold  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed. 

-    In   recording  the  evente  of  this  period  if 
conspiracies, .  it  is'pr^er  shortly  to  advert  to  a 

tlot  formed    agMBst  the  life  Gi  Louis  XVUf. 
t  i^pears   that  two   men,   of  what  oatios  or 
condition  in  life  is  net  stated,  beoame  acqatfw 
with  one  Coelon,  a  Frendiinen   by  lHitk,v^ 
k^  a  billiard  table  at  Warsaw.    Bftfiag  is- 
covered  that  Couloa  was  intinotate  with  sevem 
of  the    domealics    of  the  French  king,  aad  u 
particular   with  the  cook,  and  that  he  ma  a 
want  of  money,  they  gradually  revealed  to  to 
their    design  against  the  life  of  the  kiafft  ^ 
ofiered  him  for  his  senrioes  four  hundred  h»» 
d'ors.      In  exeeuting  this  piaa,  Ceuloa  was  to 
▼isit  the  eo4ric,  and  after  betraying  him  into  t 
state  of  inteaucation^  he  was  to  throw  'mto^m 
pet  a  small  parcel,  consisting  of  carrots  m 
with  arsenic,  with  which  he  waa  to  be  ffovdeA. 
CouloD,    although  he  affected   to  a^^^^f^" 
these  diabolical  suggestions^  went  imaiediatei; 
to  the  Baron  de  Milleville,  uahtf  to  the  ^ 
and  infemed  him  of  tfae  plot      It  was  tfttf- 
wards  comaMutcated  to  the  Count  Avanif)/^ 
thought  proper  to  eoncesd  it  from  his  iB^i^" 
unta   he  obtained   more  peehive  in&tfv^ 
He  waited  on  the  Presidsnt  de  Boyft  ^"^ 
delay,  who  atttborised  him,  in  oaia  the  iofon>«j 
ti9^  iroa  w«U-fQU9de^,  to  cwse  the  9xim^ 
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the  plot  to  be  arrested  by  the  king^s  domestics. 
By  order  of  M.  de  Milleville,  Coulon  repaired 
to  the  place,  where  be  waii  under  an  engage- 
ment to  meet  the  agents  of  the  plot,  and  re- 
turned with  the  poisoned  carrots  in  his  pocket. 
Qoulou  then  made  a  declaration  of  what  had 
passed,  and  the  packets  were  placed  in  the  poe* 
session  of  Count  Ayaray. 

This  strange  and  almost  incredible  story  was 
differently  received,  as  prejudice  er  party  pre^ 
vailed.  Some  adopted  the  opinion,  and  the 
Arehbishop  of  Rheima,  the  Duke  de  Pieone, 
and  the  Abb£  Edgeworth,  were  of  that  number^ 
that  the  report  of  Coulon  was  fully  to  be  re- 
lied upon,  while  others  declared  their  belief  that 
he  was  an  impostor,  and  had  fabricated  the  plot 
to  extort  from  the  ereduliiy  of  Louis  and  bis 
adherents  sums  of  money  as  the  price  of  his 
ftitelligence.  The  whole  nsrrative  is  eertainly 
verv  extraordinary,  not  in  itself  easily  credible, 
and  resting  entirely  on  the  testimony  of  a  man 
of  desBerate  fortune,  the  dissociate  of  gsonesters 
and  sharpers,  seems  entitled  to  less  credit  than 
was  bestowed  upon  it  by  the  court  of  Louis,  in 
their  laudable  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  their  royal 
master. 

Neither  internal  conspiracies  nor  external 
wars  appear  to  have  in  the  least  diverted  the 
mind  of  the  first  consul  from  the  prosecution  of 
bis  schemes  of  inordinate  ambition.  I'he  chief 
magistracy  was  conferred  on  him,  in  the  first 
instance,  for  ten  years.  To  secure  the  perma- 
nent exercise  of  sovereign  power,  he  afterwards 
obtained  an  extension  of  Ais  supreme  authority 
for  life.  The  executive  power,  although  in 
reality  concentrated  in  himself,  was  apparently 
divided  with  two  individuals,  who  held  in  com- 
mon with  him  the  title  of  consul,  qualified  with 
a  slight  distinctive  denomination  of  subordinate 
rank.  The  title  of  first  consul  was,  besides,  too 
simple  to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  dig- 
nified elevation  to  which  he  had  been  raised  by 
fortuitous  circumstances  combined  with  his  own 
exertions.  Equally,  ambitious  of  undivided 
power  and  titular  spTeudour,  he  aspired  to  im- 
perial distinction.-  Thus  a  soldier  of  fortune, 
who,  art  the  conuneneemcal  ei  ibe  French  r6Vo* 
Itttion,  was-  an  obsenre  indivkhial  serving  in  the 
armtes  of  the  republic,  was  succeissiveTy  pro- 
moted to  the  highest  military  rank,  and,  after 
having  usurped  the  supreme  aiutliovtty  cf  the 
state,,  was  invested  witk  ibe  title  of  Smperer  ef ' 
the  French^ 

The  subject  of  cooferring  on  Bonaparte  tbe 
rank,  and  tide  of  Emperor  df  the  Fmnch,  and 
making  tbem  hereditary  in  his  family,  according 
tpthelawa  of  pmnogeniture,  was  agitated  for 
tbfs  fisst  time  on  ths!  fifst  vf  Miyy  in  the  tribu- 
piste,  when  Curie  sntimitfed  to  that  assembly  a 
jfnif(m6(m  to  tliis  eflfectf    t7ar|iot|,  piai«itainipg 


an  unshaken  ndfaerence  to  republican  principles,  BOOK  III 
opposed  the  motion  made  by  Cur6e,  and  ascend-  — — — 
ing  the  tribune,  said,  v^l^,-^* 

**  Is  it  M  grtaxi  the  fiM  cotnal  s  toward  1h^  hk  Utr^  1804 
Tiocs  to  offer  liim  the  sacrifice  ^  liberty  ?  Is  it  Hoi  to  iles^ 
troy  Bonaparte's  own  work,  to  make  France  his  private 
patrimony  t  I  TOted  against  tbe  consulate  for  life,  and  I 
win  not  this  day  follow  a  different  cotirse.  1  flTm  detemiibed 
to  minrae  consistency  of  cottdact;  but  the  itiom^i  that  tb^ 
OMer  of  thinifs  which  is  proposed  shaA  be  established,  J  Will 
be  the  first  to  conform  to  it,  and  to  yield  to  the  new  author 
rity  pnois  of  my  deference."  He  then  proceeded  to  examine 
.  tile  liBtBi  of  goTfrnment  pnmosed  to  be  establish^.  Ha 
cited  a  nomher  of  examples  from  the  history  ef  Romie,  Snd 
drew  as  an  inference  from  them,  that  a  govemmefit  by  oni^ 
iadiridiial  was  not  in  the  smaTlest  degree  a  stire  pledge  of 
ilB  atahilKy  or  its  tfBn4|Qilli»y.  He  applied  the  same  itr^r- 
eace  to  the  history  of  FimDoe,  where  intestme  coimnolienSf 
and  cifil  discords,  had  so  o<Wn  existed  itmlet  the  goyefn- 
ment  of  weak  or  unwortky  |»riucc8.  After  Ike  peace  of 
Amiens,  Bonajparte,  be  asserted^  laid  ih^  choice  of  eonfirmV 
hig  the  repnbnc,  or  of  eelaUisbing  a  monafiefay ;  bdt  he  had 
awom  to  defend  the  former,  and  to  rstpect  the  wishes  of 
France,  which  bad  made  him  her  gnwdian.  It  was  now 
proposed  to  make  of  that  power  a  ptoperty,  of  which,  at 
present,  only  the  administration  was  possessed.  The  Ro* 
mass  were  moat  jealeos  of  their  liberty  Caiftiilhis,  Fabiss, 
and  CincianatiM^  SBYcd  die  republic  by  r^luMpiishing, 
after  havinjgf  rescned  tbe  state^ thepower  with  which  they 
had  been  intrusted.  But  when  CsDsar  usurped  absolute 
power,  the  liberty  of  Rome  perished.  Citing  tbe  e^tanpple 
of  tbe  United  States  of  Annsriea,  it  was  reserved,  he  saM, 
Ifir  tbe  New  World,  to  shew  to  tbe  Old  the  praeticability  of 
the  enjoyment  of  national  liberty,  and  the  nsin|^  prosperity 
of  tbe  neeple.  He  then  adced,  whether  tbe  opinion  of  tbe 
public  ninctionaries  would  be  tlie  free  wish  of  ihe  whole  lia- 
fion,  and  whether  no  inconveniences  Would  attead  the  tit* 
pression  of  an  opposite  sentiment  f  He  demanded  if  die 
liberty  of  the  press  woald  be  so  much  restrained  and  de- 
graded, that  it  woald  be  impossible,  in  the  public  printa,  to 
make  the  most  renpectAil  remonstrances  against  the  pro* 
posed  arrangement  r  Considering  the  question  In  anothm^ 
point  of  view«  he  asked  if  tbe  expulsioa  of  tbe  Boarbons  at 
aD  inrohed  tbe  necessity  of  a  new  dynasty  ;  if  the  eatab- 
hsbment  of  that  dynasty  wouk)  not  place  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  a  general  peace ;  if  it  would  be  recogniced  by  foreign 
powers ;  and  if,  in  case  of  a  r^^fusal  to  recognize  it,  arms 
would  not  necessarily  be  resorted  to,  and,  f6t  ah  erirpty  titJe, 
the  security  of  the  French  natron  endangia#ei#  ?  'flie  existiag 
gOTenunent,  be  observed,  bad  other  meana  of  eonaolidaiiag 
Itself,  Tbe  means  of  this  consolidation,  in  his  oninion,  cob* 
sisted  in  adherence  to  justice.  By  this  vemark  he  bad  no^ 
intention  to  make  any  particular  application,  or  to  cast  HAf 
bkme  on  the  operatiuas  of  gorermnent.  **  Is  rihsrty  then,^  * 
be  exclftioied,  "  disclosed  to  nmir,  only  that  it  nMiy^  never 
be  enjoyed  f  Mo !  I  cannot  consent  to  regard  it  as  a  mere 
chimera;  for  my  heart  tells  me,  that  its  government  is. 
easy."    He  concluded  by  voting  against  the  mofioo. 

A  mimber  of  iribtttiee  Bup])orted  tlie  motiei^' 
and  inaisted  (bat  a  monarchical  fovernaaentwai 
the  original  tvish  of  the  French  nation-  art  th^- 
period  of  fbe  existence  of  the  cbnstitiient  an^' 
aembly  ;  tliot    tbe  pepirt^Kcan  tevolutionary  M-* 
vernmehtH  had  been  pvodnctive  of  noHiiag  but' 
public  calamities ;  and  that  permanent  tranquil- 
lity could  only  he  elleotually  aecured  by  intrust^ 
jpg  the  reins  of  government  to  an  individoaly 
w&se  merits  and  services  entitled  him  to  the- 
dignity  of  supreme  ruler  of  the  French  natiPih 
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BOOK  nt  On  the  third  of  May,  the  tribunate,  exer- 

— — —  dmng  the  right  given  them  by  the  29th  article 

?°^'  ^J  of  the  constitution,  passed  a  decree  relatiTe  to  the 

18111^    conferring  of  (he   imperial  title  on  Bonaparte, 

and  on  the  following  day  laid  their  proposition 

before  the   conservatiire   senate.      After  taking 

into    consideration    the  various  grounds   upon 

which  the  justice,  expediency,  and  necessity  of 

this   decree,  are  represented  to  be  established^ 

the  tribunate  preceded  to  vdte, 

• 

"  That  Ni^leon  Bonmparte,  the  finrt  consul,  be 
*^  ]nt>dBiaied  Emperor  of  the  Frenck,  and  in  that  cspa- 
*  eity  invested  with  the  goyernment  of  the  French  re- 
**  public  :•— That  the  title  of  emperor  and  the  imperial 
"  power  be  made  hereditary  in  his  family  in  the  male 
*'  nne,  according  to  die  order  of  primoflreniUire : — ^That 
"  in  introduciQg  into  the  organization  of  the  constilnted 
''  authorities  the  modiftcations  rendered  necessary  by  the 
'*  establishment  ef  hereditary  power,  the  equUity,  the 
**  Kberty,  and  tberi^ts  of  the  people,  shaHbi  preserved 
*'  in  all  their  iategnty.^* 

This  decree,  having  been  put  to  the  vote 
by  the  president  of  the  tribunate,  was  carried 
by  acclamation,  vrith  the  single  exception  of  the 
only  member  (Carnot)  who  delivered  his  senti- 
ments against  its  adoption. 

In  consequence  of  the  communication  which 
had  taken  place  between  the  tribunate  and  the 
senate,  the  latter,  on  the  4th  of  May,  presented 
to  the  first  consul  a  copy  of  the  decree.passed 
on  the  preceding  day ;  on  which  occasion  he 
required  that  the  senate  would  make  knovm  to 
him  the  whole  of  their  thoughts  touc.hing  the 
institutions  which  required  to  be  established,  in 
order  to  secure  the  equality,  the  liberty,  and 
the  rights  of  the  people. 

On  die  18th  of  May,  the  senate,  under  the 
presidency  of  Cambaceres,  the  second  consul, 
decreed  an  organie  senatAs  consultum,  confer- 
ring the  title  of  emperor  on  the  first  consul,  and 
establishing  the  imperial  dignity  hereditary  in  his 
family.  After  the  close  of  the  sitting,  the  organic 
members,  accompanied  by  several  bodies  of  troops, 
proceeded  to  SL  Cloud,  to  present  the  organic 
fienatAs  consultum  to  the  -emperor.  Upon  their 
mrriyal,  they  were  immediately  admitted  to  an 
audience  of  the  emperor,  when  the  Consul  Cam- 
baceres, on  piresenting  to  Bonaparte  the  organic 
senates  consultum,  addressed  nim  in  a  speech 
prepared  for  the  oocasion,  and  concluded  by 
stating,  that  the  senate  intreated  his  imperial 
mi^esty  to  consent  that  the  organic  dispositions 
riiould  be  immediately  carried  into  ^effect,  and 
that,  for  the  glory  as  well  as  the  happiness  of  the 
yepublic,  Napoleon  might  be  immediately  pro- 
daimed  Bmperor  of  the  French. 

To  this  address  the  emperor  replied  in  the 
foUovrittg  terms : — "  Every  thing  that  can  con- 
tribute to  the  good  of  the  country  is  essentially 
•omiected  with  my  happiness.  I  accept  the  title 
vrfaidi  yolt  think  necessary  to  the  glory  of  the 


nation.  I  submit  to  the  sanction  of  the  people 
the  law  t)f  heredita:ry  succession.  I  hope  France 
will  never  repcfnt  of  hairing  surrofind^  my  family 
vrith  honours.  In  all  cases,  *  my  spirit  will  cease 
to  be  present  vrith  my  posterity,  the  day  oti 
which  it  shall  cease  to  deserve  the  love  and 
confidence  <rf  the  great  nation.*' 

The  senate  was  aitervi/iirds  admitted  to  an 
audience  of  her  majesty  the  empress,  upon  which 
the  consul  Cambaceres  addressed  her  majesty 
on  the  part  of  that  body^  in  a  speech  conveying 
the  homage  of  its  respect,  in  terms  of  flattering 
congpratolation. 

The  organic  senatfts  constiltam  was  then 
proclaimed  by  the  emperor.  His  imperial  ma- 
jesty nominated  to  the  dignity  of  grand  elector, 
his  imperial  highness  Prince  Joseph  Bonaparte ; 
to  that  of  constable,  his*  hnperial  highness  i'rince 
Louis  Bonaparte ;  to^  that  of  Arch-chancellor  of 
the  empire,  the  consul  Cambaberes  ;  and  to  that 
of  aroh-treasurer,  the  consul  Lebrun.  The  arch- 
chancellor,  the  arch- treasurer,  the  constable,  the 
ministers,  the  secretary  of  state,  and  General 
Duroc,  governor  of  the  imperial  pahice,  took 
the  oaths  before  the  emperor.  On  the  SK)th  of 
May,  the  emperor  decreed  the  following  generals 
to  be  marshals  of  the  empire  :-^Berthier,  Mnrat, 
Moneey,  Jourdan,  Massena,  Augereau,  Bema- 
dotte.  Souk,  Brune,  Lasnes,  Mortier,  Ney, 
Davoust,  and  Bessieres.  He  also  decreed  the 
title  pf  marshals  of  the  empire  to  be  given  to 
the  following  senators  : — Kelierman,  Lefebvre, 
PerignoR,  and  Serrurier. 

By  the  organic  senatAs  consultum  a  variety 
of  regulations  were  established,  which  materially 
changed  the  constitutional  code  promulgated 
upon  the  erection  of  the  consular  power.  It 
was  divided  into  sixteen  titles,  subdivided  into 
one  hnndred  and  fifty  articles,  and  comprised 
the  follovring  provisions : 

Title  1.  The  goyemment  of  the  republic  shall  be  in- 
trusted to  an  emperor,  and  Napoleon  Bonaparte  shall  be 
Emperor  of  the  French. 

Title  2.  regnlates  the  law  of  hereditary  succession .  Tbe 
imperial  dignity  is  to  descend  from  male  to  male  by  order 
of  prtmogenitttre.  Femides  and  their  ^ksoent  are  peipetV' 
ally  exduded.  Tbe  present enq^ensr  may  ad<mtthe  chudiea 
or  grand-children  of  his  brothers  in  case  of  the  ndhire  of  male 
heira  of  bis  own.  His  adopted  sons  enter  into  the  line  of  his 
direct  deseent.  In  case  or  an  entire  faHare  of  heirs  to  the 
throne,  an  organic  senate  oonstthum,  proposed  to  the  senate 
by  the  titularies  of  thie  grand  dignities  of  the  empire,  and 
submitted  to  the  acceptance  of  the  people,  shall  nominate  the 
emperor,  and  regulate  in  his  fkmirjr  the  order  of  heieditaiy 
succession.  Tbe  affairs  of  tbe  state  in  the  interregnum 
shall  be  placed  under  Ae  direction  of  the  ministers,  who 
shall  form  the  goyemment  in  council,  and  shall  decide 
by  a  majority  <»  voices. 

Tide  3.  determines  the  tides  of  the  members  of  tbe 
imneiial  family,  their  mode  of  education,  their  functions 
unoer  the  aoveniment,  their  marriages,  the  attestations 
of  their  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  and  the  public  pre* 
vision  to  be  made  for  thear. 
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Tide  4.  reguhites  the  mode  ef  appointiDg^  a  ngemBfs  - 
*th»  emperor  is  a  minor  tiBllie  age  ef  eightoeii  yean  oem** 
plete  ;  and  daring  his  minoiity  a  regent  of  the  empire  is  to 
be  appointed. 

Titled,  detertninfes  the  gprand  dignities  of  the  em- 
igre, the  titularies  of  the  eratra  dignities,  their  priTileges 
awl  iiiBistions ;  and  in  imitie«lar  those  of  the  grand  eleetdr. 
It  defines  the  duties  or  the  arch-^haneeUor^  He  pedbraa 
the  functions  of  chancellor  in  promulgating  treaties  of  peace, 
and  in  declaring  war.  £te  presents  to  tne  emperor,  and 
signs,  the  credentials  and  correspondence  with  tiie  different 
Opnrti  of  £iirepe«  The  areh->treasitfer  proiMes  at  the 
united  sections  of  the  council  of  state  and  tribuoate}  and 
executes  the  financial  ajrangements  ef  the  empire.  The 
duties  of  the  Constable  chiefly  relate  to  military  atiTairs,  and 
those  ef  the  grand  admiral  to  nary  concerns. 

Title  6.  The  grand  officers  are  the  sixteen  msrshals 
of  the  empire,  eigSt  inspectota  df  artillery,  and  scTeral 
grand  civil  officers  of  the  erown.  This  title  defines  tbeb 
ItferogatiFes  and  duties. 

Title  7.  prascrihes  the  ftnn  ef  oaths.  The  oath  is 
taken  upon  the  evangelists.  The  oath  taken  by.  the  emperor 
is  as  fouows: — **  I  swear  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the 
territory  of  the  republic ;  to  respect,  and  cause  to  be  res- 
peeted,  the  hiwa  or  the  concertat  and  the  llbevty  ef  puMs 
worship  ;  to  respeei;  and  cmise  to  be  respected,  the  equality 
of  rights,  political  and*  civil  liberty,,  the  irravoiMihilhy  of  the 
aftles  of  national  domains  ;  to  levy  no  duty,  to  impose  np 
tax,  but  by  virtuje  of  die  hiw;  to  maintain  we  institution  6f 
the  legion  of  honour ;  and  to  have  no  view  in  governing, 
but  the  interest,  the  hspipiaess,  and  die  glory  of  the  Frtndi 
people."  The  oadi  of  die  regent  id  also  prescribed.  The 
puMic  functionaries  take  the  following  oath : — *'  I  swear 
obedience  to  the  constitutions  of  the  empire,  and  fidelity  to 
the  emperor." 

Title  8.  determines  the  formation  Of  die  senate. 
'Phe  senate  is  composed  of  the  French  prinees  Who  have  M- 
tained  their  18di  year ;  of  die  titnlMnes  cf  the  grand  d^* 
nhies  of  the  empire ;  of  the  24  members  chosen  by  tne 
emperor  from  the  lists  delivered  in.  by  the  departmental 
Sectoral  colleges ;  and  of  citizens  whom  the  emperor  deems 
proper  to  raise  to  the  dignity  of  senator.  Hie  president  of 
the  senate  is  nairfed  by  ^e  emperor,  avd  cbosett  mm  the  Kst 
of  senators.  '  His  funcdeos  oontinae  foe  twelve  mondis. 
This  tide  prescribes  the  dudes  cf  the  pvesident  and  iJie 
functions  of  the  senate.  A  commission  of  seven  members 
takes  cognizance  of  arrests  whenever  the  person  arrested  is 
Bot  brought  before  the  tribunals  within  the  ^pace  often  days 
a|%er  the  dme  of  such  arrest.  This  is  called  die.  senatorial 
ooflunissioa  for  personal  liberty.  The  oediplaints  of  authors, 
and  the  liberty  of  the  press,  come  under  the  cogniaance  of 
a  similar  commission.  The  laws  decreed  by  the  legislative 
body  are  fransmitted  to  the  senate  On  the  day  of  their 
adoption,  and  are  deposited  among  the  archives.  -Ejrery 
decree  issued  by  the  legislative  bony  may  be  denounced  in 
die  senate  by  iny  of  die  member,  n^vided  it  is  sup- 
posed  to  have  any  tendency  to  restore  the  feudal  system>  to 
afl^ct  the  sflAe  of  national  domains,  or  if  it  has  been 
issued  contrary  to  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  constitutions 
of  the  empire.  After  various  deliberations,  the  senate  may 
d^lare  dieir  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  promulgating 
the  said  law ;  and  the  president  lays  tne  decision  of  the 
scfinite  before  the  emperor,  who,  after  liearing  the  council 
of  state,  either  declares  by  a  decree  his  adherence  to  the 
deliberation  of  the  senate,  or  causes  the  law  to  be  promul- 
gated. The  operations  of  the  electoral  colleges  can  only 
be  annulled,  on  the  ground  of  their  being  unconstitutional, 
by  aa  express  senatos  consultum. 

Title  d.  relatea-  to  the  oignniflatlon  of<the  ciNwctf<of 
state,  whose  chief  dutiea  are  cifilneiUo  d«libevatioBoi|ikws 
proposed  to  be  enacted, 
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Tttk  10.  The  mambcM  of  the  legiriattte  body  may  860&  III 
ho  elected  vrithont  interval.    Every  prqjeeted  Isnr  prHisnted  _.._ 
to  the  lenslative  body  is  retnmod  to  the  th«so  fteolietas  of  r^u..    ft 
the  tribunate.    The  sittings  of  the  legislative  body  aredi-  ^"^''    ^   * 
vided  into  ordinary  sittings  and  general  committoes.    At'fhe 
former,  the  legislative  bcSy  hear  the  orators  of  the  conndt 
of  state,  and  those  of  the  three  seotioos  of  the  tribuatle,  an# 
tote  on  the  pr^it  de  Ui, 

Tide  11.  TbefiiiicdoiisofdMae»b«i9of  tbatrihn^ 
ftate  continue  for  ten  years.  The  president,  whose  fuactieiio 
continue  for  two  years,  is  named  by  the  emperof .  The 
tribunate  Is  divided  into  thl«esectioOs :— of  }egisiati6n,  of  th« 
iatctfior,  aad  of  fliitoot.  Saeh  section  ditfeusses  oepar«fe}y» 
and  ia  a  ssctioBal  ussewbly,  the  ptfajotted  laws  troosmhtM 
to  it  by  the  legislative  body,  la  nooaso  eaoaj^roj^iiir 
lot  be  discussed^  a  generalassembly  of  the  tribunate ;  bot 
it  may  fcna  itseir  into  a  goMTfll  asseiibly  for  the  Exercise  of 
ito  otoer  privileges* 

Tide  IS.  regaids  the  electoral  colleges.  One  of  thsr 
most  important  privileges  of  this  institution  eonsista  in  foipi- 
i&g  the  nst  of  candidates  for  the  legislative' body. 

Tide  13.  relates  to  the  organization  and  functions  of 
llie  high  imperial  court.  This  timnal  takes  obgnizance  of 
cnmes  comuiitted  by  metibers  of  the  iw|yeriariinttily,  bjr 
titularies  of  the  grand  dignities  of  the  empire  (the  ijenatoffi| 
and  counsellors  of  state),  and  by  alt  the  principal  civil  and 
military  officers  of  the  state.  Outrages  and  plots  against  the 
Mittfnal  and  «>teraal  security  of  tb«  slate,  tne  prrsou  of  the 
emperor,  and  the  |f reaumplivo  heir  to  the  «fttipire,  are  dsv 
brought  before  this  tourf.  The  Seat  of  the  hi^  imperial 
oourt  is  in  the  sefiate.  The  arch-chancdlor  of  the  empire  io 
pf^deol.  The  high  imperiar  court  is  composed  of  the 
prkiees,  tile  tilulsries  of  the  ffrand  dignities,  und  grimd  olfi- 
mm  s#  the  emphte,  the  grand  judge,  sixty  senofom,  die  sisT 
iectioBal  psesidenio  of  the  couacri  of  state,  foiHeen  cemi- 
■ellors  of  ^te,  and  twenty  memlwrs  of  the  court  of  oassa?- 
tion.  An  attorney-general,  nominated  by  the  emper^for 
11!^,  is  attad^ed  to  this  tribunal.  Wo  elcejfdon  can  be  mado 
to  the  dedsin*  of  dte  Mgfa  imperial  cooilf.  The  proeeedhiga 
of  this  oourt  oriipoateonly  with,  the  gotetament,  and  mr 
appeal  can  be  made  against  the  decision  of  drfs  tribunal. 

Under  Tide  14,  the  judicial  order  is  inchided.  l%o 
decisions  of  the  courts  of  justice  are  entitied  afrits,  Tb^ 
presidents  of  the  court'  of  cassation,  the  court  of  appeal, 
itid  the  eoutt  of  crimitml  justice,'  are  nominttted  for  life  by 
thoemporar.  ThistidealsodEOmiinestioofficors  of  these 
courts^  and  dieirMspeetive  titular  distinctions. 
,  Tide  Id.  describes  the  mo^  in  which  the  ^ngpseap 

senatOs  ooosulta.  die  senates  consults,  the  acts  of  die  senate 
and  laws,  are  to  be  sealed,  sigfnedj  and  promulgated. 

Titl^  l^.  eontsiins  the  proposition  illative  to  the  law 
of  lnnnMHiiy  sooeeasion.  The  4blh>wing  ia  the  form  in 
which  it  is  to  be  ^re^ented  for  the  aeoej^ance  of  die  poo-- 
ple : — *'  The  people  wills  the  imperial  digtiity  to  he  heredl« 
tary  in  the  dipect,  natural,  legitimate,  or  adopted  descent  of 
Napoleon  Bonapaite,  and  in  the  direct,  natural,  and'legitv* 
male  dese«mv  a^Jmiff^h  and  of  Lonis  Bonaparte,  as  regu- 
lated by  the  orgauio  oeaatAo  consultumol^  Ihe  93d  Floreak 
13," 


Although  the  power  df  die  first  consul  wasi 
iOBtOMdtod-  by  %k%  deereo  «f  *e  ^eiitfle^  yet  th6 
MiglMMiUMition  of  his  aiitlMrfty  ^as  rattlwr  indit^ecf 
tiMi  inmiedUate,  and  aroae,  in  a  great  neasQiie, 
itmtk  the  n0«i>  inetftviiooa,  of  ^ioh  the  ehii^f 
offioers  were  nooiinated)  by-  Hm  emperop,  Aa 
chief  ooDsal  iieirafl  invested  ivith  the  whole  efflw 
cient  eMcatige  jio«rer»  and  with  him  origiealed 
ttie  iaom  wbiidi  rwere'4i8CU8Sed  ia  tlie  legislativa 
bodyw    The.  aeaiuiiof taeMrauf  a  vMre-e wwieewe 

a  c 
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BOOK  III  obedience  t^  fais  mil  were,  howeTer,  increasedy 

— — —  by  the  modifications  introduced  into  the  senate. 

Chap.   IV.  ihe  legislative  body,  and  the  tribunate.     In  rais- 

^"^T^CT^  raff  TOnaparte  to  the  imperial  dignity,  a  rery 

1804      considerable  num  her  of  persons,  whose  talents  and 

exertions  contributed  to  giro  permanence  and 

security  to  the  consular  power,  so  far  consulted 

their  own  interests  as  to  obtain  for  Hfe  the  titles, 

.^  officesf,  and  emoluments,  which  they  had  received 

under  the  new  form  of  government.     But  this 

circumstance,  instead  of  diminishing  the  authority 

of  the  emperor,  had  a  tendeney  to  confirm  it,  by 

bl  consolidation  of  reciprocal  auTantage. 

The  question,  whether  the  throne  should 
or  should  not  be  hereditary,  was  submitted  to 
Ihe  people,  who,  as  might  haye  been  antici- 
pated, decided  in  the  aflbmative  by  an  immense 
majority. 

A  short  time  after  the  rank  and  dignity  of 
■mperor  of  the  French  had  been  conferred  upon 
Bonaparte,  Louis  XVIII.  issue^  a  protest  against 
his  assumption  of  the  imperial  title.  The  pro- 
test was  ^ted  from  Warsaw,  and  it  was  through 
.  the  medium  of  the  M  oniteur  that  this  document 
was  first  communicated  to  the  public.  His 
migesty  declares,  that,  in  assuming  the  title  of 
emperor,  and  attempting  to  render  it  hereditary 
in  his  family,  Bpnaparte  has  put  the  seal  to  his 
usurpation.  This  new  act  of  revolution,  where 
•very  thing  from  its  origin  has  been  null  and 
Toid,  cannot,  his  migesty  says,  weaken  his 
rights ;  but  being  accountable  for  his  conduct 
to  all  sovereign9,  whose  rights  are  not  less  in- 
jured than  his  own,  and  whose  thrones  are- 
shaken  by  the  dangerous  principles  which  the 
senate  of  Paris  has  dared  to  publish  :---account- 
able  to  France,  to  his  fiimily,  and  to  his  own 
honour,  he  should  consider  himself  as  betraying 
the  common  cause,  were  he  to  preserve  silence 
on  this  occasion.  His  migesty  then  declares,  in 
the  presence  of  all  the  sovereigns  of  Europe^ 
after  having  renewed  his  protestations  against 
all  the  illegal  acts  which,  from  the  opening  of 
the  states-general  of  France,  have  led  to  the 
"'  alarming  crisis  in  which  France  and  Europe  are 

now  inyolved,  that,  far  from  acknowledging  the 
imperial  title  that  Bonaparte  has  received  from 
a  body  which  has  no  legal  existence,  he  protests 
as  well  against  that  title  as  all  the  subsequent 
acts  to  which  it  may  give  birth. 

On  the  0th  of  July,  Bonaparte  issued  as 
imperial  decree,  directing  that  the  oath  should  be 
taken,  and  the  coronation  ceremonies  performed  in 
the  Champ  de  Man;  and  the  18th  Brumaire  (Mi 
of  November),  the  day  on  which  the  directorial 
power  was  subverted,  and  the  consular  govern- 
ment established  upon  its  ruins,  was  the  time 
appointed  for  this  purpose.  In  order  to  givo 
solengiity  to  the  coronation^  the  pope,  notvrith- 


standing  bis  advanced  age  and  hin  tnfirautia, 
vras  required,  at  the  commencemenC  of  the  wit- 
ter, to  pass  the  Alps  for  the  purpose  of  performii^ 
the  ceremony  of  consecration*  la  the  early  ptrt 
of  November  his  holiness  left  the  Vatican,  with 
a  splendid  retinue,  and  was  escorted  to  Paris  bj 
a  strong  guard  of  French  tr€X>ps,  sind  two  boo- 
dred  and  fifty  hussars,  who  wcr&  ordered  to  med 
him  on  the  frontiers  of  the  French  territory. 

Previously    to  the  pope's     departure  from 
Rome,  he  addressed  an  sJIocution  to  a  secret 
consistory,  the  object  of  vriiich  i^ras^  to  state  to  tlie 
venerable  brethren  of  whom  it    was   composed!, 
that  his  holiness  had  made  provision  Ibr  the  ad- 
ministration, during  his  absenoet^   of  die  daties 
of  the  papal  office.   This  address  contained  wbbj 
passages  which  may  be  considered  as  strosglf 
mdicative  of  the  reluctance  of  the  pope  to  oa- 
dertake  the  journey,  and  the  presentiment  vrhieh 
he  entertained  that  he  should  nerer  return  to  Rome. 
But  the  interests  of  religion,  and  seattments «( 
gratitude  to   Bonaparte   for    the   re-establirii- 
ment  of  the  catholic  church,  by  the  coooonfat, 
are  represented  to  be  the  just  and  momentoiis 
causes  of  the  journey.     '*  We  have/^  his  holmeas 
says,  *^  formed  great  hopes,  that  having  under- 
taken this  journey  by  the  invitation  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Franoe,  when  we  shall  speak  to  kirn 
nice  to  face,  such  things  may  be  enected  by  lis 
wisdom  for  the  good  of  the  cathoUe  church,  tliat 
we  may  be  able  to  congratulate  ourselves  os 
having  perfected  the   work   of   our  most  holj 
religion.*' 

Circumstances  had  arisen  which  aiide  H 
necessary  to  defer  the  ceremony  of  the  coronatioo 
till  the  Sd  of  December.  Early  on  the  monii^ 
of  the  preceding  day,  the  senate  proceeded  ii  i 
body  to  the  Thuilleries,  where  they  were  pit- 
sented  to  Bonaparte  by  Joseph  Bonaparte,  tte 
grand  elector.  To  use  the  language  of  tiie 
French  account  of  this  ceremony,  the  i^nesMeot 
Neufchateau  addressed  himself  in  a  long  oom- 
plimentary  speech,  to  which  the  emperor  repM 
m  the  following  terms  : — 

*^  I  ascend  the  throne,  to  which  the  unaninoiu  wvftes 
of  the  senate,  the  people,  and  the  army,  have  called  «^ 
with  a  heart  penetrated  with  the  great  destinies  ^^^V^ 
pie,  whom,  trom  the  midst  of  camps,  I  first  saluted  with  ne 
name  of  great.  From  my  youth,  my  thoughts  bare  bees 
solely  fixed  upon  them ;  and  I  must  here  add,  thifl 
pleasures  and  my  pains  are  derived  entirely  from  the  hap- 
piness or  misery  of  my  people.  My  desoendants  sball  ^ 
preserve  this  timne.  In  the  camns,  they  wiB  ^  '^^ 
soldiers  of  the  army,  sacrificing  tneir  lives  ^^  'v^ 
of  their  country.  An  magistrates,  they  wiU  nem  ftrp 
that  contempt  of  the  laws,  and  confusion  of  the  socia/  <i'<>^ 
SK  the  result  only  of  the  imbecility  and  indeciiioB  ei 
princes.  You,  senators,  whose  counsels  and  Bopp^^  i***^ 
never  failed  me  in  the  most  difficult  dreumflteDces*  1^^ 
spirit  will  he  handed  down  to  your  sueeesson.  Be  cvtr 
tne  support  and  first  oonnsellors  of  that  tharooe,  IP '<<*'" 
sary  to  the  welfare  of  this  vast  entire." 
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^   The  ceremony  of  the  coronation  of  Bona- 
parte was  performed  on  Sunday,  the  2d  of  De- 
cember, 1804.     The  military  deputations  assem- 
bled at  six  o^dock*  in   the  mornings   and  pro* 
c^eeded  to  the  church  of  N6tre  Dame  by  seven, 
The    deputations    from   the   different   tribunals 
x>f  justice,  and  the  functionaries,  invited  by  the 
emptor,  met  at  the  Palace  of  Justice  at  seven, 
and  walked  to  the  church,   where  they  arrived 
before    eight.      T^^^J   were    succeeded   by  the 
senate,  the  council  of  state,  the  legislative  body, 
and  the  tribunate.      Each  of  these  bodies  was 
escorted  by  a  'body  of  cavalry.     The  diploma- 
tic   corps   had  a   place   assigned   them  in  the 
church. — The  pope  left  the  Thuilleries  at  nine 
o^clock,  attended  by  his  retinue,  and  at  ten  the 
departure  of  the  emperor  from  the  palace  was 
announced  by  a  discharge  of  artillery. 

The  pope  and  the  jemperor,  instead  of  goinff 

directly  to  the  church  of  NAtre  Dame,  repaired 

to   the  archiepiscopal  palace,  where  his  holiness 

pronounced  the  usual  prayers,  while  the  emperor 

put   on  the  imperial  robes.      They  afterwards 

"went  in  splendia  procession  to  the  church.    The 

coronation    ornaments    of    Charlemagne    were 

borne  before  Bonaparte,  and  he  was  preceded  by 

Marshal  Serrurier,   carrying    the    ring  of  the 

empress  upon  a  cushion  ;  Marshal  Moncey,  with 

a  ba-sket,  to  receive  the  mantle  of  the  empress ; 

Marshal  Murat,  with  the  empresses  crown :  the 

Smpress  with  the  imperial  mantle,  supported  by 

the   Princesses ;    Marshal  Kellerman,  carrying 

the  crown  of  Charlemagne ;  Marshal  Perignon, 

the   sceptre  of  Charlemagne ;   Marshal  Bema- 

dotte,  the  collar  of  the  emperor  ;  General  Beau* 

hamois,  his  m^jeety^s  ring;  Marshal  Berthier, 

the  imperial  globe ;  and  the  Grand  ChamberJain, 

the  basket  to  receive  the  mantle  of  the  emperor. 

Bonaparte   then    entered  the  church  of  NAtre 

Dame,  with  the  crown  previously  placed  on  his 

head  by  himself. 

The    imperial  throne  and  the  altar  were 
eqni-distant  from  the  centre  of  the  church  of 
NAtre    Dame.      On   the   imperial  throne  was 
seated  the  emperor  in  his  ornaments ;  the  em- 
press, on  his  right  hand,  was  seated  a  step  lower, 
in  an  arm  chair.    The  princesses  were  on  his 
right  hand.     On  the  left  hand  of  the  emperor, 
but  two  steps  lower,  were  seated  the  two  princes, 
with  the  two  dignitaries  of  the  ettapire  at  their 
left  hand.    The  throne  on  which  the  pope  was 
seated,  was  riused  near  the  altar.  At  the  moment 
their    majesties    entered  the  porch,    the  pope 
descended  from  his  throne,  and  advancing  to  the 
altar,  sang   Vtni  Creator.      The  emperor  and 
the  empreds  then  said  prayers  upon  their  cushions, 
and  were  immediately  divestea  of  their  imperial 
omamentsJ  The  grand  elector  took  off  the  crown 
from  his  migesty^s  bead ;    the  arch-chancellor 
took  from  him  the  band  of  justice ;  other  grand 


I 


officers  stripped  him  of   the    imperial  mantle,  BOOK  Itr 

while  he  himself  drew  bis  sword,  and  delivered  ■ 

it  to  the  constable  of  the  empire.     In  (he  mean  ^bap.  IV. 
time,  the  empress's  att^idants  took  from  her  the  ^^■^▼"*-^.' 
imperial  mantle  and  ornaments ;  which,  vrith  all      ^^^,^ 
the  other  insig^a,  were  placed  upon  the  altar,:      ^'- ' 
for  the    purpose   of   being  consecrated  by  the        '^    ' 
pope.  v^ 

Then  followed  the  ceremony  of  inaugura- 
tion.   The  Grand  Almoner  of  France,  with  the 
first  of  the  French  Cardinals  and  Archbishops, 
conducted   their    imperial    majesties  from  the 
throne  to  the  foot  of  the  altar,  there  to  receive 
the  sacred  unction.      His  holiness   bestowed  a 
triple  unction  both  on  the  emperor  and  on  tbe 
empress;— one  on  the  head,  the  other  two  on 
tbe  hands.    After  halving  received  the  unctiens, 
they  were  re-conducted  to  tbe  throne,  when  the 
pope  performed  the   mass.      His  hdiness  then 
said  prayers  separately  over  both  crowns,  and 
over  the  mantles,  the  sceptres,  and  tbe  band  of 
justice.    When  their  imperial  ornaments  were 
consecrated,  tbe  emperor  put  them  on  again;* 
and  afterwards  placed  tbe  crown  on  the  bead  of 
tbe  empress.    After  this,  tbe  pope,  preqpded  by 
the   master  of  tbe    ceremonies,    followed    the* 
emperor  from  tbe  altar  to  bis  throne ;  where^ 
after  pronouncing  a  prayer,  be  kissed  the  emperor 
OJ1  tbe  cheek,  and  cried  aloud  to  the  audience,* 
'*  Fivat  imperator  in  aternum  P*  and  the  audienco' 
exclaimed  "  Five  renq)ereur!  vive  PimpiratriceP*' 
The  pope  was  then  re-conducted  to  the  altar  by^ 
tbe  master  of  the  ceremonies.     At  tbe  elevation 
of  the  host,  the  grand  elector  again  took  the: 
crown  off  tbe  head  of  the  emperor. 

At  the  Agnus  Dei,  the  grand  almoner  receiT*' 
ed  the  kiss  of  peace  from  nisi  holiness,  and  car- 
ried H  to  their  imperial  majesties.  The  emperor 
then,  with  the  crown  upon  his  head,  and  his  hand* 
upon  the  gospel,  pronounced  the  coronation  oath 
in  a  firm  tone  of  voice.  Tbe  chief  herald  at 
arms  proclaimed  : — ^*  The  moat  glorious  and 
most  august  Emperor  Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the 
French,  is  crowned  and  entbconed.  Long  live 
tbe  emperor." — The  audience  again  exclaimed^ 
<*  Five  Pmpereur!  vive  rimperatrice  P*  and  a 
discharge  or  cannon  announced  the'  coronation^ 
and  enthroning  of  their  miyesties. 

The  oath  was  presented  by  tbe  president  of* 
tbe  senate,  attended  by  the  president  of  the  legis- 
lative body  and  <tf  tbe  tribunate.  Their  majesties 
left  the  church  with  the  same  pomp  and  state^ 
and  returned  to  the  archiepiscopal  palace. 
When  they  bad  arrived,  tbe  pope  was  re-con- 
ducted by  bis  clergy,  and  tbe  procession  return- 
ed in  nearly  the  preceding  order. 

On  the  following  day,  the  heralds  at  arms 
proceeded  through  lul  the  prinoipai  streets  of 
the  city,  and  distributed  a  great  quantity  of 
medals  of  different  sisies,  destined  to  cpmrnemo- 
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BOOK  III  I'A^  ^^^  coroDation  ;  on  one  side  of  the  medalsy 

. tlie  emperor  was  represented,  bearing  the  cro^n 

Chip.  IV.  qf  the  Caasars,  with  this  legend : — Napoleon 
Emp^eur;  on  the  reverse  was  the  inscription, 
Jje  Sinat  et  k  Pevpky  with  an  allegorical  repre- 
^.entttion  of  a  figure  clothed  in  the  attributes  of 
magistracy,  and  of  a  warrior  newl?  clothed  with 
the  imperial  attributes. 

The  assumption  of  the  imperial  dignity  b; 
Bonaparte,  gaire  a  new  interest  to  the  political 
concerns  of  £urope;  and  the  time  had  now 
arrived  when  the  Gernianic  body  was  no  longer 
tp  be  considered  as  united  under  one  hedd.  In 
the  month  of  August,  the  Bmperor  Francis 
issued  a  decree,*  by  which  his  title  of  Emperor 
of  Germany  was  changed  for  that  of  Emperor 
of  Austria.  The  decree  of  ^e  council  of  state 
stated  the  object  of  this  measure  16  h^e,  *^  thle 
|ir?serYation  of  that  degree  of  equality  which 
should  subsist  between  the  great  powers,  and 
the  juat  rank  of  the  house  and  state  of  Aus- 
tria among  the  natipn^  ttf  Europe.**  The 
emperor  furdier  utag^d,  A^t  in  ooiiferring  upon 
Itis  family  an  h^nsditarv  imperial  title,  he 
was  foUowing  t^ie .  example  of  Russia  ih  the  last 
century,   and  of  France  in  the  present    day. 

J  his  event  was  hailed  trith  undissembled  Joy  by 
can^  and  Prussia ;  and  when  it  Was  announc- 
^  to  the  Diet  of  Ratisbon,  it  excited  no  animbd- 
version,  except  from  the  King  of  Sweden,  who 
considered  this  change  so  inseparably  connected 
with  the  composition  of  the  German  empire,  that 
it  was  not  to  be  laid  before  the  diet  merely  as 
^  notification,  but  as  a  subject  for  deliberation, 
in  the  discussion  of  which  all  the  members  of  the 
diet  might  express  their  opinions  as  authorized 
by  the  constitution.  No  tribute  could  have 
hysen  more  flattering  to  Bonaparte  ttian  this  con- 
cession, which  not  only  made  the  sovereign, 
hitherto  considered  as  the  first  in  Europe,  in 
point  of  dignity,  more  recent  in  the  creation 
of  title  than  himself,  but  even  recorded  the 
example  of  the  Frendi  Emperor  as  one  of  the 
motives  of  the  conduct  of  the  Emperor  of 
Austria. 

The  perturbed  situation  of  Europe,  during 
the  yeac^  1B04,  led  to  the  expeetlition  fliat  the 
renewal  of  war  on  the  octatinent  was  at  no  great 
distance.  Qo  the  5th  of  May,  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  presented  an  energetic  note  to  the  EKet  of 
AatisboB,  oil  the  seizure  S(  the  Duke  d'Enghien ; 
in  which  he  declared,  that  he  learned  with  equal 
aibiouishment  and  concern  the  event  that  had 
taken  place  at  fittenheim,  the  crrcumstances  by 
which  it  was  attended,  and  its  melancholy  result. 
And  the  concern  of  the  emperor  on  this  occa- 
sion, was  the  more  lively,  as  he  could  by  no 
meani  reconcile  the  violation  o(  the  territory  of 


the  German  empire,  to  those  principles  of  justice 
and  propriety  which    are    held  sacred    amonjj 
nations,  and  are  the  bulwark  of  their  recrprocal 
relations."     To  this  remonstrance  the  Frepch 
minister,  in  a  style  of  lofty  indifference,  replied, 
"  that  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  the  King 
of   Prussia,    who,    undoubtedly,  were  the  two 
powers  most  concerned  in  the  fate  of  ttie  Ger- 
man empire,  had  considered  the  French  govern- 
ment sufficiently   authorized  to   arrest,  at  two 
leagues  distance  from  her  frontiers,  French  rebels, 
^hohad  conspired  feigainst  their  own  country, 
and  who,  by  the  nature  of  their  plots,  as  Well  as 
by  the  terrible  evidence  which  cdrroborated  them, 
had  placed  themselves  otft  of  the  Protection  of 
the  law  of  nations."      "  The  German  princes 
being  thus  satisfied,  the  first  consul  felt  himself 
in  no  way  responsible  to  the  Em^eroir  bf  Russia 
oh   a  point  wnich  did  not  cohcem  bis  iiktet*est ; 
ahd  if  it  were  the  intention  of  his  majesty  to  fbrm 
a  new  coalition   in  Europe,  and  to  recommelice 
the  War,  what  need  Was  there  of  empty  pretences, 
and  why  did  he  not  act  openly  V^ 

Two  months  elapsed  before  a  rephr  was 
made  to  this  paper,  but  on  the  fist  of  Jaly,  M. 
D'Oubril,  the  Russian   eharg6  d'affaires,    com- 
biained  that  it  was  in  all  respects  evasive,  and 
ny  no  means  an  answer  to  the   note  he  had 
delivered.     In  this  reply,  the  dispositions  and 
conduct  of  the  Russian  and  Ftench  governments 
were    exhibited    in    contrast    Russia,    it   was 
asserted,  had  on  every  occasion  endeavoured  to 
maintain  peace,  and  to  mediate  between  France 
and  those  nations  with  which  she  had  disputes. 
The  French  government,  on  the  contrary,  thought 
itieif  competent  to  occupy  heutral  countri'es,  and 
to  deprive  them  of  their  commerce.   His  majesty 
was  thereby  alarmed,  not  indeed  on   his  own 
account,  but  he  was  alarmed  for  the  security  of 
the  other  states  of  Europe.    After  an  enumera- 
tion of  the    aggressions    practised  by  France 
towards  Denmark,  Portugal,  Switzerland,  Hol- 
land, and  the  Italian  states,  the  charg6  d'affaires 
concluded  by  saying,  that  he  was  ordered  to 
decliur^,  that  he  could  not  prolong  his  stay  at 
Paris,    unless  the   French   government  should 
ordler   its  troops  to  evacuate  the  kingdote  of 
Naples,  &nd  engage  to  establish,  without  delay, 
some    prittcii^'e   of  concert    with   his  imperial 
majesty,  for  regulating  the  basis  upon  Which  the 
affii'irs  of  Italy  should  be  formally  adjusted.     In 
addition  to  wliich  it  was  rei^uired,  that  France, 
in  conformity  .with  the  6th  article  of  the  con- 
VjBtition   entered  into  with  Russia,   on  the  11th 
d(  October,    1801,  should  indemnify  the  King 
of  Sardinia  for  ihe  losses  he  had  Sustained  ;  and 
in  virtue  of  the  obligation  of  al  mutual  guarantee 
ahd,  mediation,  should  promise  immem^tely  to 
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evacuate  aud  withdraw  its  troops  from  the  north 
of  Germany,  and  to  enter  into  engagements  to 
respect  in  the  strictest  manner  the  neutrality  of 
the  Germanic  body. 

M.  Talleyrand  answered  this  note  by  refer- 
ring to  an  article  in  the  treaty,  cited  by  M. 
D'Oubril,  by  which  the  two  cpniracting  govern* 
meats  engaged  not  to  suffer  their  respective 
subjects  ^o  maintain  any  correspondence,  direct 
or  indirect,  with  the  enemies  of  the  two  states. 
The  promotion  of  French  eipigrants  to  places 
of  honour  and  trust  in  Russia,  and  the  behaviour 
of  the  Russian  ambassador,  M.  Markoff,  while 
at  Paris,  were  cited  as  breaches  of  this  article. 
France  also  deu^anded  the  execution  of  the  0th 
article  of  this  treatv>  by  which  Russia  engaged 
to  ^guarantee  the  independence  of  the  ideveo 
Islands  ;  and  of  the  2d  artiele,  the  evidetit  appli- 
cation of  whieh  it  was  said  should  have  been,  that 
instead  of  manifesting  such  a  partiality  for  Eng- 
land, and  of  b^comiQg,  perhaps,  the  first  auxili- 
ary of  its  ambition,  Russia  should  have  united 
with  France,  in  or^er  to  consolidate  a  general 
peace,  to  establish  a  just  balance  in  the  four 
parts  of  the  world,  and  to  promote  the  liberty  of 
the  seas. 

M.  d'Oubri},  in  reply  to  this  note,  recapitu- 
lated all  his  complaints,  animadverted  on  the 
evasive  manner  in  which  Uiey  bad  been  i^nswered, 
and  on  the  28tb  of  August  demanded  his  pass- 
ports. 

During  this  correspondence,  the  King  of 
Sweden  appeared  to  be  animated  with  a  courage- 
ous resolution  to  supuort  the  priiciples  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  ana  to  make  common  cause 
with  the  Bmperor  Al^x^d<^<**  As  Dqke  of 
Pomerania^  ha  charged  his  envoy  to  enter  his. 
vote  in  the  protocol  of  the  diet,  under  the  date 
of  the  27th  of  July,  by  which  he  declared,  that 
he  could  not  learn  without  the  greatest  anxiety 
and  al^rm,  the  eveots  which  had  taken  place  in 
th^  Electorate  of  Baden,  in  the  month  of  March 
l^t-^#ve9its  by  which  the  tejrritorial  rights  of 


the    German   empire    were    flagrantly  violated,  BOOK  III 

and  its  future  security  exposed  to  the  greatest    " 

danger.  This  note  excited  the  resentment  of  Chap^IV. 
the  Freneh  government,  and  called  down  upon  "^aj 
Gustavus  a  severe  attack  in  the  official  paper, 
the  Moniteur.  In  this  paragraph  the  young  and 
gallant  sovereign  was  charged  with  folly  and 
inconsistency,  and  assured,  that  bis  insignifi- 
cance alone  secjuired  him  from  the  resentment 
of  the  French  government,  which  was  too  wise 
to  confound  a  loyal  and  brav<*  nation,  justly  called 
the  '  France  of  the  north,*  with  the  conduct  of  a 
yonng  man  led  astray  by  false  notions,  and  unen< 
lighteped  by  reflection.  Fired  with  indignation 
at  this  attack,  the  King  of  Sweden  issued  a 
decree  on  the  7th  of  September,  prohibiting  the 
introduction  of  French  publications  into  hi1» 
dominions,  and  on  the  same  day  transmitted 
a  note  to  M.  Gaiilard,  the  French  charg6 
d'aflfaires  at  Stockholm,  stating  his  resentment  at 
what  he  termed  the  improper,  the  insolent^  and  ^ 
the  ridiculous  observations  which  Mqusiear  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte  had  allowed  to  be  inserted  in 
hi^  Moniteur.  In  con9equence  of  this  heated 
discussion,  he  declared  that  all  diplomatic  inter* 
course  of  eyer^  kind,  both  private  and  public, 
should  immediately  cease  between  the  French 
legation  at  Stockholm  and  his  government, 
but  he  nevertheless  allowed  the  subsisting  rela- 
tions of  commerce  to  remain  uninterrupted. 

If  from  the  powers  which  retained  tbieir 
independence,  the  attention  is  directed  to  those 
which,  under  the  appearance  of  alliance,  were, 
forced  into  war,  or  under  the  semblance  of  neu- 
trality oompelled  by  Franoe  to  contribute  to  its 
charges,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Naples,  will  be 
found  to  rank  amongst  that  number,  while  Hol- 
land, which  had  been  for  so  manv  years  the  vic- 
tim and  sport  of  those  who  called  themselves  her 
deliverers,  wa9  rapidly  approaching  to  that  state 
in  which  the  very  name  oi  independence  is  lost  in 
the  blandishments  of  fraternity  and  the  torpor 
of  incorpor^tign. 
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BOOK  III  ENGLAND  had  now  perfected  her  defen- 

sive  force ;   and,  confident  in   the  loyalty  and 

Chap.  Y.  public  spirit  of  her  population,  held  in  derision 
^"^^tii^^  *^®  preparations  for  invasion  which  still  con- 
lOOd  tinued  to  prerail  on  the  coasts  of  the  enemy. 
Her  finances  were  upon  the  whole  in  a  prosper- 
ous condition,  and  the  people  endured  the  addi- 
tional imposts,  rendered  necessary  for  her 
security,  if  not  with  cheerfulness,  at  least  with- 
out repining.  Her  navy  was  formidable,  and 
triumphantly  prescribed  a  barrier  to  French 
aggression,  by  blockading  all  the  ports  subject 
to  the  controul  of  the  enemy.  The  nation  had, 
however,  been  disappointed  in  the  formation  of 
the  new  ministry.  They  had  looked  with  confi- 
dence to  an  union  of  all  the  political  weight, 
talents,  and  character  of  the  country,  cordially 
coalescing  and  acting  for  the  benefit  of  the  state ; 
instead  of  which  they  found  a  ministry  formed 
upon  the  principle  of  exclusion,  and  remarkable 
only  for  mediocrity  in  all  those  qualifications 
requisite  for  securing  the  interests  of  the  country, 
and  establishing  the  independence  of  Europe. 
That  Mr.  Pitt  should  have  submitted  to  assume 
the  direction  of  afiairs  without  the  support  of 
those,  whom  he  had  himself  conceived  to  be 
necessary  to  constitute  a  powerful  administra- 
tion, surprised  and  afflicted  his  best  friends  and 
adherents.  Lord  Grenville,  himself  a  host,  had 
declined  to  take  a  seat  in  the  cabinet,  and  Lord 
Spencer,  Mr.  Windham,  and  the  friends  of  these 
senators,  had  concurred  in  this  determination. 
These  personages  had  indeed  not  only  repulsed 
the  advances  of  the  minister,  but  they  had 
cemented  a  close  alliance  with  Mr.  Fox,  and 
ranked  with  those  gentlemen  who  looked  up  to 
his  councils.  The  minister's  capacity  and  pre- 
eminent talents  were  the  same  ;  but  the  radiance 
of  glory  arising  from  the  persuasion  of  his  deci- 
>»ive  importance  in  the  country,  and  from  th« 


deference  that  had  hitherto  been  paid  to  his 
opinions  and  volition,  had-  become  obscure. 
Shorn  of  his  beams,  but  entire  in  his  own  strength, 
he  was  compelled  to  humble  the  natural  loftiness 
of  his  disposition,  and  to  gather  the  scattered 
and  secondary  branches  of  former  administrationsi 
to  fill  up  offices  that  had  been  rejected  by  more 
competent  hands.  The  fasces,  though  bound 
together  with  his  extraordinary  faculties,  were 
found  to  be  weak  and  inefficient,  and  the  same 
minister,  who,  when  he  bad  scarcely  attained 
to  manhood,  had  numbered  among  the  ranks  of 
his  supporters  many  of  the  most  exalted  cha« 
racters  in  the  kingdom,  found  himself,  at  a  more, 
advanced  period  of  life,  obliged  to  preside  in  a 
cabinet^  where  nothing  presented  itself  but  the 
wreck  of  his  former  greatness.  In  this  situstion 
the  minister  deemed  it  prudent  to  avail  himself 
of  kn  influence  which  seemed  to  be  floatmg  about 
with  erratic  uncertainty,  amidst  the  discordant 
elements  of  the  politieal  i^orld ;  and  to  the 
astonishment  of  both  his  friends  and  his  enemies, 
Mr.Pitt  renewed  his  connection  with  that  mhiister 
whom  he  had  so  latelv  joined  in  expelling  from 
office  on  the  ground  of  incapacity.  In  virtue  of 
this  arrangement,  Mr.  Adding^n  became  a  mem- 
ber of  an  administration,  which  could  scarcely  be 
called  new,  and  having  been  previously  called 
up  to  the  house  of  peers,  by  the  title  of  Viscount 
Sidmouth,  was,  on  the  14th  of  January,  1806, 
appointed  to  succeed  the  Duke  of  Portland,  as 
lord  president  of  the  council. 

The  day  after  this  appointment,  the  session 
of  parliament  was  opened  by  his  majesty  in 
person. 

The  speech  from  the  throne  announced  that 
the  preparations  for  invasion  were  still  carried  on 
by  France,  with  unremitting  activity — that  Spain, 
under  the  controul  of  the  French  government,  had 
issued  a  declaration  of  war  against  tbi^  oountrj 
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*-Hiid  that  a  coimnunication,  containing  a 
profession  of  a  pacific  disposition,  bad  recently 
been  received  from  FrancCi  to  wliicb  his  ma- 
jesty had  replied  by  expressing  his  earnest  de- 
sire for  the  restoration  of  the  blessings  of  peace, 
not  deeming  it  proper  to  enter  into  a  more  par- 
ticular explanation  ^without  previously  consulting 
those  continental  powers  with  whom  he  was  en- 
gaged in  confidential  intercourse.  His  majesty 
in  conclusion  regretted  the  necessity  of  .imposing 
any  additional  burthens  upon  his  people,  but 
since  their  future  safety  and  happiness  depended 
on  extraordinary  ^  exertions,  be  felt  a  perfect 
conviction  that  parliament  would  enable  him  to 
prosecute  the  war  with  energy,  in  order  to  bring 
the  contest  to  a  safe  and  honourable  termination. 

The  usual  address  to  bis  majesty,  which 
was  on  this  occasion  moved  in  the  bouse  of  peers 
by  Lord  Elliot,  and  in  the  commons  by  the  Hon. 
ifenry  Augustus  Dillon,  passed  unanimously 
in  both  houses,  and  was  on  the  17th  of  January 
presented  to  the  king. 

On  the  23d  of  January,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  men^  including  marines,  were 
iroted  by  the  house  of  commons  for  the  service 
of  the  navy  for  the  year  1805,  and  a  sum  not 
exceeding  two  millions  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
^ix  thousand  pounds  i^r  the  payment  of  the 
men.  At  the  same  time  the  sum  of  two  mil- 
lions nine  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand 
pounds  was  granted  for  victualling,  and  four 
millions  six  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  pounds 
for  wear  and  tear  of  shipping,  &c.  In  answer 
to  a  question  from  Mr.  Johnstone,  on  the  same 
day,  it  was  stated  that  the  number  ofmeniit 
that  time  actually  employed  in  the  navy  amounted 
to  one  hundred  ancl  eight  thousand.  On  the 
4th  of  February,  the  secretary  at  war  moved  the 
urmy  estimates  of  the  year,  which  amounted  to 
12,305,400/.  7s.  Qd.  for  three  hundred  and  twelve 
thousand  and  forty-six  men,  under  the  different 
heads  of  service. 

The  next  question  of  importance  that  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  parliament  was  a  motion 
made  by  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  principal  secretary 
to  the  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  the  act  of  the  last 
session  for  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act  in  that  country.  The  grounds  assigned  for 
the  renewal  of  this  measure  were,  the  notoriety 
of  disaffection  still  prevailing  in  Ireland*  the 
preparations  of  the  enemy  for  the  invasion  of  that 
country,  the  number  of  Irishmen  associated  with 
the  forces  destined  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
existence  of  a  committee  of  united  Irishmen  then 
sitting  in  Paris,  and  corresponding  with  the 
disaffected  in  the  sister  kingdom.  It  was,  the 
honourable  secretary  said,  the  more  necessary  to 
arm  the  government  with  this  authority,  as  the 
pre;(ettt  *kct  would  expire  in  about  six  weeks,  at 


which  time  a  number  of  persons  now  imprisoned  BOOK  III. 
on  charges   of  high  treason  must  otherwise  be  ■■ 

liberated  and  left  uncontrolled  to  pursue  their   Ohap.  V. 
own  machinations.  ^^^Toa^^ 

Sir  John  Newport  thought  the  slight  ^^^ 
grounds  now  stated  insufficient  for  suspending 
the  most  valuable  part  of  the  constitution 
throughout  the  whole  kingdom 'of  Ireland,  and 
involving  the  people  of  that  country  in  a  general  * 
proscription.  If  a  committee  of  united  Irishmen 
sitting  in  Paris  were  a  sufficient  argument  for 
the  Buspepsion,  the  suspension  act  must  become 
perpetual  duripg  the  war ;  for  the  enemy  would 
take  care  to  avail  him&elf  of  that  handle  for  a 
measure,  which  he  knew  must  exasperate  and 
inflame  the  minds  of  the  people,  among  whom 
it  was  his  object,  as  it  was  his  interest,  to  stir  up 
and  keep  alive  the  spirit  of  disafibction.  The 
]>eople  of  Ireland  should  be  made  to  feel  that . 
the  imperial  parliament  were  as  tender  of  their 
privileges,  as  they  were  of  those  of  the  people  of 
England,  and  even  more  so,  as  powers  increased 
at  a  distance  were  always  the  most  liable  to 
abuse.  The  treatment  received  by  the  Irish 
could  not  easily  be  brooked  by  a  loyal  and 
strong-minded  race  of  people,  and  he  should 
therefore  move  as  an  amendment  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman^s  proposition,  *^  That  a  com- 
mittee of  twenty-one  members  be  chosen  by 
ballot,  to  examine  such  documents  as  may  be 
laid  before  them,  and  to  report  to  the  house  their 
opinion  whether  the  continuance  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  be  a  measure 
necessary  to  the  tranquillity  of  Ireland  at  the 

{^resent  time.**  After  a  very  animated  debate, 
eave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,  which  in 
the  course  of  the  session  advanced  through  its 
several  stages  in  both  houses  of  parliament,  and 
ultimately  passed  into  a  law. 

Few  subjects  ever  excited  so  much  interest 
as  the  origin  of  the  Spanish  war ;  and  probably 
none  was  ever  debated  with  more  araour,  re- 
search, and  elaboration,  in  both  houses  of  parlia- 
ment, than  this  question.  On  the  11th  of  Feb- 
ruary, the  lords,  as  well  as  the  commons,  en« 
tered  into  the  examination  of  this  momentous 
inquiry.  The  subject  was  brought  forward  in 
the  lower  house  of  parliameut  by  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  in  a  speech  remarkable  for  per- 
spicuous arrangement,  elaborate  detail,  and  that 
measured  eloquence  for  which  he  was  so  cele- 
brated. *^  I  feel  great  satisfaction,'*  said  Mr. 
Pitt  on  this  occasion,  '^  that  the  day  is  at  length  ' 
arrived  when  we  can  enter  into  that  full  and  am- 
ple discussion  of  the  papers  before  the  house, 
which  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  requires; 
and  in  the  course  of  what  I  shall  have  the  honour 
to  submit  to  this  assembly,  I  hope  that  I  shall 
be  able,  not  only  to  establish  that  which  I  believe 
few  can  now  be  disposed  to  qucstioui  the  ultimate 
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BOOK  III  josliee  and  necessity  of  the  war ;  but  al8o»  tbe 
exemplary  moderation,  liberality,  and  forbear- 
ance of  the  roinistera  of  thia  ceuntry,  iu  every 
Eeriod  of  our  relation  with  Spain  since  the 
reaking^  oat  6f  the  war  with  France. 

'^  In  the  first  place,  then,  it  is  necessary  to 
take  into  consideration  the  relatiYe  situation  in 
whieh  Spain  stood  with  this  country  at  the  bresdk- 
iJ^' oQt  of  the  war,  in  consequence  of  her  ante- 
cedent eng^agements  with  France.  I  need  hardly 
say  more  to  characterise  that  situation,  than 
barely  to  mention  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso, 
and  the  stipulations  it  contained.  Spain  was 
bound  to  France  by  a  treaty,  on  the  foce  of  it 
both  of&nsive  and  defensive ;  and,  in  fact,  a 
treaty  which  was  by  the  contracting  parties  so 
entitled.  Besides  guaranteeing  neutrality,  ter-  ^ 
jritories,  &c.  the  two  countries  agreed  to  as^st 
each  other  wiih  fifteen  ships  of  the  line,  and 
twenty-four  thousand  men ;  and  this  assistance 
too,  as  appears  from  the  8th  article,  is  to  be 
given  upon  the  demand  of  the  requiring  party, 
precluding  the  party  required  from  making  any 
investigation  or  inquiry  as  to  the  justice  of  the 
war,  or  the  policy  of  the  object  for  which  the 
succours  were  to  be  granted.  Nay,  by  the  11th 
article  of  this  treaty,  the  contracting  parties  are 
to  assist  each  other  with  their  whole  forees,  in 
case  the  stipulated  succours  should  be  insuffi- 
cient. This  treaty  is  most  important  to  be  kept  in 
view  as  the  foundation  of  all  the  proceedings 
wliich  it  was  thought  iacumbent  on  the  British 
government  to  adopt*  Such  a  treaty,  unless 
distinctly  disclaimed,  I  contend,  must  ipso  facto 
h^ve  rendered  Spain  a  principal  in  the  war. 
Indeed,  who^  that  recollects  the  circumstances 
in  which  the  treaty  was  eonduded  in  170d,  wheti 
Spain  was  compelled  to  subscribe  and  ratify 
that  record  of  her  vassalage  to  France,  can 
dbubt  th&  ^rit  of  the  contract,  or  of  its  hostility 
to  the  British  nation. 

^'  Such  was  the  situation  in  whieh  his  ma- 
jesty ^s  mittistera 'found  themselves,  when  the 
aggressions  and  injustice  of  the  ruler  of  Prance 
farced  them  into  the  present  rupture.  In  wbat- 
eirer  light  the  treaty  should  be  viewed,  it  could 
only  be  considered  on  the  part  of  Spain  as  a  re- 
luctant tribute  to  the  overbearing  dictates  of  its- 
ambitious  and  tyrannic  ally.  On  this  ground,  I 
ain  convinced,  that  the  tenderness,  moderation, 
and  forbearance,  shewn  by  his  majesty^s  ministers 
for  the  degraded  situation  ta  which  necessity,  not 
choice,  had  reduced  Spain,  will -meet  with  the 
decided^  approbation  of  this  house.  I  state  this 
particularly,  because  it  was,  in  the  first  instance, 
deemed  expedient  to  gain  time,  and  the  Spanish 
court  seemed  as  desirous,  to  get  rid  of  their 
engagements  as  we  were  to  detach  them  from 
their  ally.  But  forbearance  had  its  bounds, 
and  to  act  longer  upon  such,  a   syst^'m,   when 


the    French   ruler    seemed    resolved  to  compel 
Spain  to  take    an    active  part  with  him  in  the 
war*    would  not  have  been  to  give  wi^y  to  the 
influence  of  generous  sentiments,  or  honourable 
feelings,  but  to  enable  Spain,  under  the  dicta- 
tion of  France,   to   accumulate    resources,  and 
armies,    and  fleets,   and    arsenals,  to  be  at  the 
disposal  of  our  inveterate  enemy.    France  mi^t 
at  once  demand  the  contingent  of  fifteen  sail  of 
the  line,  and   twenty-four    thousand  men  ;   she 
could  moreover  demand  that  Spain  should  put 
into  activity  the  whole  force  that  she  coirid  com- 
mand :    and    for  what  pnr|i05e?    The   purpose 
of  aiding  France  in  tlie  war  against  this  coun- 
try ;  for  a  purpose  announced  at  the  very  out- 
set of  the  war,  eontinued  through  every  stage 
of  its  progress,  and  never  once  suspended,  but 
in  practice,  for  the   purpose  of  destroying  the 
power  and  independence  of  this  country  ',  for  the 
purpose    of    overthrovring    this    noble     barrier 
against  the   incroachments  of    French  ambition 
on  the  liberties  and  independence  of  mankind.*' 
Having  stated  these  general  principles  as 
,  applicable  to    the  state  of   our  relations    with 
Spain,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  proceeded 
to  consider   how  they  had   been   followed    up. 
Prom  the  documents  on  the  table  it  would  ap- 
pear that  our  policy  was,  if  possible,-  to  separ- 
ate Spain  from  her  degrading  connection.     His 
majesty^s  government  at  the  same  time   wisely 
gave  no  opinion  on  the  question  of  limited  suc- 
cours in  kind  to  be  furnished  by  Spain  to  Prance  ; 
but  they  apprised  the  Spanish  government,  that 
our  forces  would  resist  any  attempt  of  the  auxi* 
Itary  fleet  to  form  a  junction  with   the  enemy. 
When,  on  the  demand  of>the  succours  alluded  to, 
the  Spanish   govetnment   had   agreed   to  com- 
ifiute  the  contingent  in  kind  for  pecuniary  aid, 
Mr.  Frere  exerted  himself  in  vain  to  obtain  fi'om 
them  the  precise  amount  of  the  contribution,  but 
he  learnt  that  the  sum  was  not  less  than  three 
Bullions  sterling;  and  surely  a  war  subsidy  to 
such  an  amount  render^  Spain  a  principal  in 
the  war.    In  consequence  of  this  comtmitation, 
the  Spanish  government  was  informed  that  it 
could  only  mc^  with  a  ten^orary  connivance  on 
our  part,  and  that  the  forbedranoe  of  actual  war 
could  only  be  continued  on  the  expectation  that 
the  subsidy,  which  amounted  to  nearly  one  half  of 
the  annual  revenue  of  that  country,  was  to  be  for 
a  limitedi.  time.    Desirous  to  aflford  eVery  facility 
to  an  amicable  arrangement,  mloisters  recalled 
Mr.  Frere  from  the  court  of  Madrid,  because 
some   unpleasant    circumstances    had   occurred 
between  that  gentleman  and  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
and  another  ambassatfor  was  to  be  appointed  iii' 
his  stead.    In  the  mean  time  however  aiapatcfaes 
were  received  from  Admiral  Coehraoe,  stating^ 
lAie  most  important  facts,  that  an  armament  was- 
preparing  ia  the  port  of  Ferrol)  collateral  wilia 
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the  equipment  of  the  Dutch  sqaadron  and  the 
French  men  of  war ;  that  soldiers  and  sailors 
were  conveyed  through  Spain  to  reinforce  the 
crews  of  the  French  ships ;  and  that  the  packets 
were  armed  as  in  time  of  wan  The  Chevalier 
d*Andagua,  indeed,  bad  endeavoured  to  account 
for  the  armament  in  the. port  of  Ferrol,  by  as- 
serting that  it  was  to  quell  an  insurrection  in 
Biscay ;  but  the  governor  of  Galicisy  in  reply  to 
Admiral  Cochrane^s  demand  of  an  explanation 
on  this  point,  stated  that  the  armament  was  for 
a  secret  expedition  ;  and  made  not  the  least 
mention  of  insurgents  in  Biscay,  while  all  the 
answer  that  Mr.  Frere  could  obtain  from  M.  Ce- 
"vallos  was,  that  the  armament  was  not  intended 
to.  hurt  Great  Britain.  The  simple  question  in 
respect  to  our  moderation  towards  Spain  was, 
not  whether  we  had  done  enough,  but  whether 
we  had  not  done  too  much.  If  we  had  at  once 
declared  *war,  it  would  have  been  consistent  with 
substantial  justice.  ,Asit  was,  our  reservation 
amounted  to  a  conditional  declaration  of  war,  by 
which  we  were  enabled  and  justified,  if  circum- 
stances should  require  it,  to  act  without  delay. 
Circumstances  did  require  our  immediate  action  ; 
because,  when  the  hostility  of  Spain  became  ma- 
nifesty  if  we  could  prevent  her  treasure  ships  from 
arriving  in  her  ports,  we  should  prevent  a  junc- 
tion of  the  forces  of  the  three  powers  of  France, 
Spain,  and  Holland,  the  succouring  of  an  in- 
veterate enemy,  the  replenishing  his  coffers,  and 
the  recruiting  of  his  armies ;  for  assuredly  those 
treasures  were  not  destined  for  the  coffers  of 
Spain,  but  for  the  exchequer  of  France. 

**  I  trust,*'  said  Mr.  Pitt  in  conclusion, 
^^  that  I  have  sufficiently  proved,  that  even  in  the 
oommencement  of  the  negociations  we  had  a  just 
<^use  of  war,  which  was  never  abandoned.  That 
during  the  second  period,  our  forbearance,  while 
Spain  became  bound  for,  and  actually  paid  a  war 
subsidy  of  three  millions  sterling  to  France,,  was 
conditional ;  and  that  the  condition  beiujp;  violated, 
we  again  were  possessed  of  the  right  otwar  pro- 
visionally declared :  and  all  our  demands  of 
satisfaction  and  security  being  rejected,  we  are 
in  consequence  in  a  state  of  war.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  entertain  a  full  confidence  that 
the  vote  of  this  house  will  recognise  the  justice  of 
our  cause,  and  sanction  the  conduct  of  the  ga> 
vernment,  and  that  we  shall  lay  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne  the  professions  of  a  dutuul  anA  loyal  peo- 
ple, determined  to  make  every  sacfcfice  in  the 
vindication  of  their  rights,  and  in  th^defeoce  of 
tiieir  country .*'  The  honourable  gentleman  con- 
cluded by  proposing  an  address  to  his  majesty  to 
this  effect. 

Mr.    Orey,    in    a   speech   of  considerable 
length,  combated  most  of  the  positions  laid  down 
by  the  minister.    He  admitted,  indeed,  the  hos- 
tile character  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Udefonsi]^  but 
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deprecated  the  abuse  of  the  principle  of  war  BOOK  III 
which  that  treaty  yielded.  He  contended  that 
we  abandoned  our  claim  to  the  right  of  making 
war,  and  substituted  for  it  the  recognition 
of  a  neutrality ;  that  Spain  had  in  no  instance 
directly  violated  the  neutrality  ;  that  it  all  along 
manifested  pacific  dispositions  ;  that  there  were 
no  armaments  carrying  ou  against  Great  Britain 
in  the  ports  of  that  power ;  and  that  the  seizure 
of  the  Spanish  frigates  was  not  a  measure  of 
precaution,  but  of  violence,  injustice,  and  bad 
faith.  He  concluded  with  moving  the  following 
elaborate  amendment  to  the  address,  which  em- 
braces, substantially,  the  whole  scope  of  argu- 
ment used  oa  the  part  of  the  opposition  ia 
the  course  of  the  debate : — 

''  To  retara  bis  mijesty  the  tbtnkt  of  tliit  house  for 
the  communicatioD  made  to  us  relative  to  the  roptore  with 
Spain.  To  express  oar  entire  oonnction  that  the  existence 
of  a  defensive  treaty  between  France  and  Spain  would  have 
entitled  his  miges^  to  have  considered  Spain  as  a  principal 
in  the  present  war,  unless  the  obligations  of  that  treaty  wer^ 
renounced,  or  their  execution  disclaimed ;  and  to  assure  his 
nuyesty  that  we  shall  at  all  times  be  ready  to  support  hia 
in  giving  eflfect,  so  far  as  the  inteiests  of  his  domimons  may 
require,  to  this  just  and  undisputed  principle.  That  we  obr 
serve,  however^  that  his  majesty  has  been  advised  to  wave 
the  exercise  of  this  right,  in  order  to  nen^ociate  with  Spain, 
for  the  maintenance  of  ner  neatrality,  and  that,  without 
taking  upon  ourselves  to  decide  in  the  jpresent  nioment  upon 
a  question  of  policy,  de|iendiiig  so  much  upon  circumstances 
of  which  we  are  still  uninformed,  we  acknowledge  with  sfra- 
titttde  this  proof  of  his  majesty's  paternal  desire  to  nave 
prevented  the  farther  extension  of  toe  calamities  of  war. 
But  that  we  hejg  leave  humbly  to  represent  to  his  majesty, 
that  the  execution  of  these  his  benevolent  wishes,  indispen- 
sablv  required  from  his  ministers  the  adoption  of  some  jnst^ 
intelligible,  and  uniform  princiole  of  negociation,  declared^ 
in  the  outset  with  frankness,  anu  steadily  pursued  to  its  con- 
clusion, followed  by  an  unremitting  attention  to  every  new 
circumstance  arising  in  the  progress  of  the  discussion,  and 
accompanied  by  the  most  scropnlous  care  that  all  engage- 
ments resulting  from  it  should,  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, be  defined  with  precision,  and  performed  with  goo4 
faith,  moderation  I  and  integrity.  That  we  have,  on  the  con- 
trary, seen,  with  regret,  in  the  whole  conduct  of  this  trans- 
action, the  dashing  effects  of  undecided,  equiv<»cal,  and 
contraidictory  policy.  That  the  wishes  for  peace  professed 
in  the  outset  oy  his  majesty's  ministers,  have  unifurmlj 
been  counteracted  by  their  studious  endeavours  to  keep  alive 
both  the  cause  and  the  menace  of  the  war ;  a  parpose  eqnallr 
mconsisteBt  with  justice  and.with  wisdom,  destructive  of  all 
confidence  oa  the  part  of  the  power  with  whom  they  treated^ 
and  incompatible  with  the  object  for  which  they-  were 
aegociating. 


*<  That,  durinj^  the  whole  coarse  of  these  ditonssioniL 
ivbile  they  were  continually  soliciting  from  Spain  unreserved 
oonununications,  on  points  of  routuu  interest,  their  own  in- 
decision prerented  them.  In  return,  from  returning  a  distinol 
statement  of  the  terms  on  which  Great  Britain  would  con- 
sent to  acknowledge  the  neutrality  of  that  power.  Thai 
their  ground  of  aerodation  was  frequently  shifted,  their 
demands  varied,  and  their  concessions  undefined;  and  that 
ahhongh  some  agreement  appears,  at  last,  to  have  been  eon" 
eluded,  neither  its  date  nor  conditions  were  ascertained  with 
precision ;  yet  both  are  repeatedly  referred  to,  by  the  Bri'i 
tisb,  as  well  as  the  Spanish  minister,  and  the  breach  of  these 
very  conditk^ns  is  alleged  as  the  motive  oa  the  part  of  GreaS 
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BOOK  in  Britain,  for  her  actuftl  cemmeneement  of  hostilities.    That 

■  the  omissions  and  defects  which  distinguish  these  transac- 

Chap.  Y.    ^^^^^i  ^  ^^^^^  ^^  the  fatal  consequences  to  which  they  have 

,^^^p,^J,„^  led,  can  only  be  ascribed  to  the  erroneous,  principle  on  which 

I  OAK       they  were  grounded,  and  to  the  criminal  and  almost  incre- 

^      dible  negligence  wiih  wbich  they  have  been  oondiicted.. 

"  That  it  is  particularly  our  duty  to  represent  to  tiis 
majesty,  that,  in  a  nc^ciation  for  peace  or  war  betweea 
Great  tfritain  and  Spain,  carried  on  principally  at  Madrid, 
no  instructions  were  sent  to  his  majesty's  minister  at  that 
cotirt,  from  the  2d  of  Jufae  to  the  ^th  of  Norember,  in  thft 
year  1803  ;  froih  thence  to  the  2l8t  of  Jairaary,  in  the  year 
followiDg ;  and  agaiii  from  that  dale  to  the  29th  of  Septem- 
ber. That  in  the  first  of  these  intervals,  being  little  less 
than  SIX  mouths,  the  ne^ociation  for  a  treaty  of  neutrality 
between  France  and  Spam  was  be^^n,  continued,  and  con- 
cluded ;  yet  oot  the  smallest  intimation  was  given,  in  that 
long  time,  to  Mr.  Frere,  ef  the  Keht  in  which  that  negodtt-o 
lion  was  considered  here ;  of  the  mnguage  it  was  proper  for 
him  to  hold ;  or  of  the  measures  it  might  be  necessary  for 
hih)  to  take ;  although  frequent  communications  were  made 
to  him  on  the  subject  by  the  Spanish  government,  who  ap- 
pear to  have  been  disposed  to  pay  great  attention,  in  this  in-^ 
stance,  to  any  representation  from  Great  Britain.  That  dur« 
ing  the  last  of  the  above  mentioned  t>e^iods,  the  sathe  minis* 
ter,  though  |pt\  again  for  many  months  without  any  instruc- 
tions whatevrr,  negociated  and  concluded  some  agreement 
with  the  court  of  S^in  on  this  important  subject,  of  which 
ngfreement  no  opinion  was  ever  expressed  to  him  from  hence, 
either  before  or  after  its  conclusion ;  nor  does  it  even  now 
appear,  from  any  official  document,  whether  the  same  was 
meant  to  be  allowed  or  disallowed,  ratified  or  rejected,  by 
the  British  government. 

*^  That  we  feel  ourselves  compelled  to  express  to  hii 
Inajesty,  that,  in  the  farther  progress  of  these  transactions, 
the  incfocision  and  neglect  of  his  government  were  succeed^ 
by  resolutions  and  acts  of  violence  equally  injurious  to  the 
honour  and  interest  of  the  king*1om.  That  we  should  have 
applauded  any  endeavour,  by  firm  and  temperate  representa- 
tion, to  extricate  our  relations  with  Spain  from  the  confusion 
in  which  they  are  involved,  and  to  bring  them  to  a  distinct 
issue  of  acknowledged  neutrality,  or  decided  war,  but  that 
we  find  no  trace  of  any  such  attempt :  and  that,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  September,  on  the  first  intimation  of  supposed  move- 
ments in  the  Sbinish  ports,  acts  of  hostility  were  decided  on 
by  bis  majf sty^s  government,  previous  to  all  complaint,  and 
executed,  witnout  notice,  during  a  period  of  amicable  nero* 
ciation.  That  the  dispositions  of  Spain  appear,  from  the  in- 
formation of  his  majesty's  minister  at  Madrid,  to  have  con- 
tinued op  to  that  moment  friendly  to  Great  Britain,  and  that 
~  tiie  conduct  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  in  having,  under  such 
circumstances,  anticipated  all  explanation,  by  a  concealed 
order  for  an  attack  unon  Spanish  ships,  property,  and  sub- 
jects, cannot  be  justifiable  on  any  ground  of  public  Hiw, 
'  much  less  reconciled  to  those  principles  of  moderation  and 

liberality  which  belong  to  the  British  character,  and  which, 
in  the  present  situation  of  Europe,  it  is  peculiarly  the  duty 
of  tliis  country  to  taaaintain  inviolate. 

*'  That,  in  reviewing  the  discussions  which  immedi- 
ately preceded  the  present  war,  we  cannot  but  represent  to 
bis  majesty  the  essential  difference  between  the  conduct  of 
the  person  left  iu  chargre  of  .his  majesty's  affairs  at  Madrid, 
Itnd  the  tenor  of  the  instructions  under  which  he  appears  to 
have  acted.  That  the  explanations  given  to  that  gentleman , 
by  tile  Spanish  government,  though  not,  in  all  respecits, 
adequate  to  the  just  expectations  of  this  country,  were  vet 
'such  as  ought  manifestly  (according  to  these  instructfons)  to 
have  determined  him  to  await  at  Madrid  the  arrival  of  an 
accredited  minister,  authorised  by  his  majesty  to  arrange 
with  that  court  ^all  points  of  difierence.  And  that  we  have 
therefore  seen,  with  eqoal  surprise  and  indignation,  the  final 
decision  of  bis  majesty's  ministers,  not  only  to  adopt  the 
iBconsiderate  resolution  taken  by  the  king's  represenmivei 


in  withdrawing  himself  thnfi  Madrid,  but  also  to  treat  with 
utter  disregard  the  subsequent  offer  from  the  &>ani8h  minis- 
ter at  this  court,  to  pursue  the  same  discussion  here  ;  an 
offer  which,  if  accepted,  might  probably  have  Fed  to  a  satis- 
factory conclusion  or  matters  upon  winch  thfe  two  coafts 
were  so  nearly  agreed. 

'^  That,  while  we  have  thus  thonght  it  onr  dutj  to 
represent  to  his  mtjoglf  the  errors  of  bis  amiistry,  in  the 
conduct  of  this  itnportant  transaction,  and  the  future  con- 
sequences which  have  resulted  from  them,  we  beg  leave  to 
repeat  our  humble  assurance,  that  we  are  ready  to  support 
his  majesty  t6  the  titmost,  in  every  measure  necessary  to 
assert  the  rights  and  vindicate  the  honour  of  Iris  crown ; 
objects  which  eim  iterer  be  snocessfolly  pvrmed  by  ae^- 
gent  and  nndecided  councils,  nor  attaineo  by  the  violation 
of  eng^^ments  oti  which  those  with  whom  we  treat  havt 
rested  their  security." 

A  Tei7  animated  debrite  en^ued^  ifhich  was 
contihued  for  two  stiocessive  nig^bts,  hDd  ter- 
minated in  the  adoption  of  the  tnotioh  of  tbe 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  by  a  majority  of 
three  hundred  aud  thirteen  to  one  bondrM  and 
nix  Toices.  It»  the  lords,  an  address  of  siflular 
import  was  carried  without  a  division. 

The  next  snbject  of  importance  that  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  parliament  arose  oat  of 
a  motion  made  by  the  Eart  of  Darnley  for  the 
repeal  of  the  additional  fot\;e  bill,  a  measure 
which,  as  his  lordship  contended,  had,  in  tbe 
coarse  of  tbe  last  eight  months,  raised  no  more 
than  one  thousand  two  hnndred  and  ninety-fire 
nien,  of  whom  three  hundred  and  forty-tiiree 
only  bad  been  applicable  to  general  serfice. 
This  motion,  which  produced  a  very  elaborate 
and  spirited  debate,  was  lost  by  a  majority  of 
sixty  eight  voices. 

Among  the  measures  for  the  refbrmation  of 
the  piiblic  expenditure,  either  meditated  or  re- 
solved  upon  by  the  Additlgion  administration, 
an  inquiry  into  the  a:buses  of  the  nnval  depart- 
ment tivas  one  of  the  most  promhient;  and  to 
give  efficacy  to  these  investigittions,  a  bill  was 
passed  in  the  year  1803,  appointing  commis- 
Bioners  for  that  purpose,  and  empowering  those 
commissioners  to  take  examinations  with  a  view 
to  the  discovery  of  abiises.  This  bill,  ia  a 
great  degree,  originated  with  Earl  St.  Vineeo^ 
at  that  time  at  the  board  of  admiralty— a  situ- 
ation that,  up^n  Mr.  Pittas  re-admission  to 
tower.  Lord  Melville  was  appointed  to  oeciipy< 
n  the  mean  while,  however,  the  commissioners 
liad  with  persevering  attention  prosecuted  their 
investigations,  t)ie  result  of  which  was  the  pro- 
duction of  several  successive  reports;  one  of 
which  appeared  to  implicate,  in  no  light  man- 
ner, the  present  first  lord  of  tbe  admira]ty> 
who  had,  while  he  fiHed  the  office  of  treasnrer 
of  the  navy,  retained  in  his  hands  larg^e  soms 
of  the  public  money,  contrary  to  the  statute  of 
the  ^5th  of  his  present  majesty. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  Mr.  Wbitbreild  brought 
the  tenth  report  of  the  commisrioliers  of  naw 
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inquiry  under  the  consideration  of  the  iiou^e  of 
eommonsi.  The  honourable  gentleman  began  by 
complimenting  the  coifimissroners  od  their  seal 
and  activity ;  they  had  done  their  duty  to  the 
public,  and  it  fell  to  his  lot,  to  bring  to  justice 
tho^e  whom  they  had  exposed.^  The  reporti  be 
observed,  involved  a  considerable  number  of 
individuals;  not  only  Lord  MelTille  and  Mf. 
Trotter,  his  paymaster,  but  Mr.  Wilson ;  and' 
Mr.  Mark  Sprott,  the  stock-broker,  made  a  oon- 
siderable  figure  in  the  scene.  ^  In  exhtbitirig  a 
charge  against  Lord  Melville,"  said  Mr.  Whit- 
bread,  '<  I  do  not  accuse  a  mere  unprotected 
individual :  that  nobleman  has  enjoyed,  during 
the  greater  part  of  his  lif^,  an  ample  share  of 
the  public  rewards;  and  public  honours.  For  a 
period  of  thirty  years  he  has  been  in  the  uninter- 
rupted possession  of  some  lucratiye  office,  and 
lias  exercised  a  most  extensire  influence.  He 
bas  many  individuals  attached  to  hiftn  by  the  ccrtt- 
feciousness  of  obligation  ;  and,  though  ilot  per- 
sonally present,  he  has,  no  doubt,  powe^fdl 
friends  in  this  house  who  will  be  found  ready  to 
undertake  his  defeuce.*"^  Hie  then  referined  to  the 
act  of  1785,  of  which  Lord  Melville  (th^  Mf. 
Dundas)  was  the  supporter,  for  regulating  the 
department  of  treasurer  of  the  navy,  and  to  the 
ofder  of  council,  by  which  his  salary  was  advanc- 
ed from  two  thousand  to  four  thouMUd  a  yeaf, 
in  lieu  of  all  profits,  fees,  or  ^emoluments,  which 
he  might  before  have  derrved  ftoin  the  public 
money  laying  in  his  hatids.  ^'  With  respect  to 
the  period  h^  i^aisin  office,''  sajd  Mr.  Whitbtead, 
'<  I  shall  make  three  distinct^cbvrges :  I  ellal^ 
Lord  Melville  with  having  applied  Ae  money  of 


th<$  piblic  to  other  usei.tkan  ilifaso  ei  tiie  savcil  ltf)OK IH 

departmetot,  with  which  he  was  conneeted,  in *" 

express  contempt  of  an  act  of  parliament.  I  ^^[^ 
alvo  charge  him.  wilh  conniving  at. a fystom  of 
pectflatios  in  ail  hudiVidtial,  for  whose  conduot 
he  was  offioiaUy  respMdible ;  and  for  this  conai- 
▼anoe,  I  denounce  faim  as  guilty  of  a  bigh  evioie 
ftnd  nrisderaeanour.  There  is  yet  a  third  .charge» 
on  which  I  Aall  not  insist  tery  largely  at  pra- 
"sent,  buA  vrMchy  if  the  inquiry  I  ask  be  iaatitui* 
ed,  I  shall  fed  mjselC  <Qost  powerfoUy  called 
Upon  to  support :  I  mean,  Sir,  the  strong  suspl- 
€ioa  which  arises  from  what  has  appeaared  before 
the  commissioners,  that  the  noble  lord  himself 
Was  a  participator  in  that  system  of  peculatioU. 
It  is  c^ainly  to  the  honour  of  public  men^  l^t 
charges  like  this  have  seldom  beeti  preferred ; 
and  it  is  a  singular  drciimstanoe,  that  th0  on^ 
instance  of  a  similar  charge,  f&r  a  great  number 
of  years,  was  brought  against  Sir  Thomas  Rub|-' 
bold,  by  the  noble  lord  himaelf,  on  the  grouuu  of 
malversations  in  India. 

^'  With  respect  to  the  first  cbargei  it  appears 
from  the  report  of  the  committer,  that  there  havie 
been,  fr>r  a  number  of  years,  deficiencies  in  the 
treasatfer  of  the  naty's  department,  to  the  aipount 
<  of  up  warda  of  six  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year. 
When  Ler^i  Melville  Was  asked  a  plain  question, 
as  to  the  appropriatioti  of  this  money,  what,  if 
conscious  of  innocence^  had  he  to  do,  but  to 
return  a  plain  and  distinct  answer  ? .  But  the 
noble  lord)  as  well  as  his  agent,  Mr^.l^rottfir, 
professed  total-  ignorance  of  the  deficiencies.; 
but  by  and  by,  the  paymaster  begins  to  re<k>ver 
his  recollection,  and  be  then  confesses^  that  from 


*  See  *'  the  I'enth  Report  of  tbe  Commissioners  of  Naval  laqtiiry,  appiMnted  hy -on  act  of  the  4dd  year  of  hn  Mapea* 
ty^s  reig^D.''  From  this  report  it  appeatrs  that,  ddring  the  tr^asure^hip  of  Lor4  Melville,  ^'tke  money  issoedtfor.aawd 
aervices,  was  used  to  a  g^eat  amouttt  for  purposes  of  private  cin^linnent ;"  and  thai  tlie  auna  ataodintgiH  the  name  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  at  the  Bank  of  Englattd,  were  for  the  moat  ^rt  considerSably  teas  Ihaa  h^  anap^oj^via^qil  balaooaSy 
ay  will  be  seon  from  &e  foHowing  statemeAt,  copied  from  that  report : 
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BOOK  III  the  year  I78d,  down  to  the  period  when  he  was 
'  examined,  be  had  been  in  the  habit  of  drawing 

i^L^j  ^^^  public  inoney,  and  placing  it  in  the  hands  ot 
his  own  bankers,  Bnt  when  the  commissioners 
inquire  a  little  further,  he  tells  them  that  they 
ha^e  no  right  to  ask  him  any  more  questions, 
liord  Melville,  in  a  letter  to  the  commissioners, 
is  a  little  more  communicative ;  his  lordship 
acknowledges  die  fact  of  advances  having  been 
made  to  him ;  but  he  t^s  the  commissioners,  that 
he  cannot  g^ve  the  other  information  required, 
because  he  cannot  disclose  state  secrets,  and 
because  he  is  not  in  possession  of  the  papers  con- 
taining the  accounts  of  advances  made  to  other 
departments,  having  himself  committed  them  to 
the  flames ;  and  not  only  has  the  noble  lord  des- 
troyed the  papers,  but  he  has  actually  lost  all 
recollection  of  the  whole  affiur  !* 

^*  My  second  charge  against  Lord  Melville 
is,  that  he  connived  at  the  appropriation  of  public 
money  to  private  purposes.    Trotter  does  not 
deny  that  he  had  large  sums  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Coutts,  his  private  Danker ;  but  he  says  it  was 
more  convenient  for  the  money  to  be  there  than 
in  the  Bank  of  England,  and  more  secure :  and 
for  the  truth  of  this  opinion  he  appeals  to  Lord 
Melville — to  Lord  Melville,    who  framed  and 
sanctioned  the  bill  of  1785  !   to  Lord  Melville, 
who,  not  satisfied  with  the  regulations  of  the  act 
of  1785,    proposes  still  stricter  limitations    in 
1786 !  For  what  purpose,  however,  I  would  ask, 
was  thefe  so  constant  a  fluctuation  in  Mr.  Trot- 
ter's account  at  the  bank  of  Mr.  Coutts  ?     and 
why  such  perpetual  drafts  for  mone^  in  the  name 
of  jf  r.  Trotter  ?  At  the  time  that  he  is  anxious  for 
the  safety  of  what  is  passing  through  his  hands, 
is  it  always  lodged  at  Mr.  Coutts'si  allowing 
that  to  be  the  place  of  fittest  security  ?    No,  Sir, 
it  was  employed  in  discounting  bills,  in  forming 
speculations,  in  gambling  on  the  stod^  exchange. 
1    am   appsdlea   at  the   reflection   of  no  less 
than  thirty -four  millions  of  the  public  property 
having  passed  through   Lord   Melville's    pay- 
master's hands.      Whvt  Sir,  the  report  states 
explicitly,  that  upwards  of  eight  millions  had 
been  in  the  bands  of  his  private  banker,  and 


nearly  seven  millions  more  are  allowed  to  have 
passed  through  the  same  channel.   .White  Mr. 
Trotter  is  thus  busy,  what  is  become  of  Lord 
Melville  and  his  responsibility  ?     Had  Mr*  Trot- 
ter's speculations  failed,  it  was  not  to  him  but  to 
Lord  Melville  that  the  public  had  to  look  for 
redress.      I  cannot  then  but  think,    that  (hii 
negligent  criminality  is  deserving  of  the  severest 
'  reprehension.   While  the  people  were  struggling 
with  the  heaviest  burthens  ever  laid  upon  them, 
Mr.  Trotter,  and  his  silent  discreet  broker,  Mr. 
Mark  Sprott,  wwe  placing  their  heads  together 
to  lay  out  the  public  money  to  the  greatest 
advantage  :  and  Lord  Melville  never  interf^nres ; 
never  once  inquires  into  this  pay-master's  pro- 
ceedings.   Mr.  Sprott,  when  interrogated  by  the 
commissioners,  declines  to  answer  their  ques- 
tions, and  says,  ^  I  have  had  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Serjeant  Shepherd,  and  other  eminent  lawyers, 
and    they  advise    me  to    preserve  a  religious 
silence.'    Lord  Melville  and  Mr.  Sprott  are  not 

Suite  uniform  on  this  part  of  the  business ;  Mr. 
prott  says  nothing ;  but  Lord  Melville  acknow- 
ledges that  he  knew  of  the  transactions,  but  not 
of  the  detail.  If  he  knew  that  his  pay-master 
was  speeulating  in  the  funds,  he  was,  at  least, 
bound  to  see  what  was  the  extent  of  these 
speculations  He  ought  to  have  felt  that  his 
responsibility  was  at  stake,  that  the  public  money 
was  put  to  haaard,  and  that  it  was  time  to  put  a 
stop  to  so  serious  an  evil." 

On  the  third  part  of  the  subject — the  suspi- 
,  oion  of  criminal  participation  4n  this  system  of 
peculation,  Mr.  Whitbread  said,  <^  Lord  Mel- 
ville had  found  Mr.  Trotter  clerk  to  the  navy 
pay-office ;  he  made  him  his  pay-master,  and  ih 
a  short  time  makes  him  his  agent.  In  this  situa- 
tion  of  agent,  Lord  Melville  has  pecuniary  con- 
cerns with  him  to  a  great  amount ;  and  when  his 
lordship  is  examined,  he  is  unable  to  tell  the 
commissioners  whether  the  advances  made  to 
him  by  Mr.  Trotter  were  from  his  own  or  the 
public  money.  The  truth  was,  Mr.  Trotter  had 
originally  no  fortune ;  he  was  a  man  of  good 
family ;  but  wh^t  Lord  Melville  first  began  to 
patronize  him,  bis  lordship  himself  knew  that  he 


*  Copy  of  a  letter  flrom  Lord  MelriUe  to  the  Connniflsioaen  of  Naval  inqjiiiiy : 

<<  WktMUsm^  Jum  SOO,  1804. 

<<  GsNTLxiasir,  ,         ,       ,  . 

**  I  have  fceelved  yoax  reqtliatioBy  Of  dale  of  die  flSm  huL  It  ii  impotilble  for  me  to  fluniifa  yoa  with  dte  aeomiit  jm 
aik.  It  it  mofe  than  Sntt  yean  tince  I  h^  the  offlee  of  treatiuer  of  the.  navy,  and  at  the  period  of  doing  to,  having  aooouuted  for  eveix 
Mm  impfuted  in  my  handt»  I  traniftned  the  whole  csitting  balance  to  the  aoooont  of  my  tuccettor.  From  diat  time,  I  never  onaU 
dend  any  one  pi^wr  er  voiieher  duit  icmained  en  my  hudt  at  of  the  imalleit  iite  to  myadf  or  any  edier  petton,  and  oonatqiiMiMly, 
bcteg  oftoi  in  the  piacdce,  tinee  I  reCiied  to  Scodand,  of  employing  ootaaionatty  tome  time  in  aatorting  my  papers,  and  dctOoying  tlmt 
that  wcte  uttkat,  I  am  aatitfied  there  doet  not  ezitt  any  one  matoial  hy  which  I  could  make  up  tudi  an  account  at  yon  qmiiy.  fiat 
independently  of  thitt  ciitumttance^  I  thixdc  it  vi^t  to  remind  you«  that  during  a  great  part  of  the  time  I  wat  treaturar  of  the  navy,  I 
hdd  other  veqr  r^<M^ri*!  atuationt  m  government,  and  wat  intimately  connected  with  othen.  So  tituated,  I  did  not  decline  givo^ 
iKfOMJtm^  aooonmiddatiDn  ftom  the  fundt  in  die  treatuier't  handt  to  other  tervioet,  not  oonneeted  with  my  official  litoation  aa  tieamv 
of  thenavy.  If  I  had  material!  to  make  up  tuch  an  aooount  at  you  require,  I  eould  notdo  it  widiont  diedoting  delieate  and  caaBdmfaX 
tranticriani  «f  gavtnmeat.  which  my  duty  to  the  public  muit  hsve  lettauned  me  ftodi  wrcaling. 

C^gned)  •*  MELVILLE.'* 
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had  no  property  but  what  was  derived  from  bis 
salary ;  it  was  absolute  equiTocation,  then,  to  pre- 
tend that  Lord  Melville  could  be  ignoraot  of  the 
source  whence  Trotter  was  enabled  to  supply 
him  with  advances.  What  was  the  language  of 
nil  the  predecessors  and  successors  of  JLord 
IHelville  ?  When  the  paymaster  of  Mr.  Barr6 
"was  asked  whether  Mr.  Barr^  had  ever  received 
an  emolument  from  the  application  of  the  public 
money? — he  readily  answered,  No.  HadfLord 
Sayning  received  any  advantage?  No.  Had 
Xiord  Harrowby  ?  No.  Had  Mr.  BraM^  ?  No. 
Had  Mr.  Tierney  ?  No.  Lord  Melville  alone 
shelters  liimself  beneath  the  confidential  commu- 
irications  of  government.  He  can  aflbrd  no 
intelligence,  for  his  papers  are  destroyed.  He 
has  no  recollection  of  what  took  place  only  a  few 
years  ago.  His  memory,  naturally  so  strong, 
nas  now  lost  its  retentive  faculty.  Mr.  Trotter"s 
Answers  too  respecting  Liord  Melville  were  of  the 
most  damning  nature.  *  Did  you  receive  any 
emolument  from  the  use  of  the  public  money  ?' 
inquired  the  commissioners.  ^  T  wonU  tell  you* 
was  the  reply. — *  Did  Lord  Melville  share  in  any 
such  profits  ?'  *  I  wouH  tell  you ;'  was  again 
reiterated." 

Mr.  Whitbread,  in  his  comments  upon  the 
evidence  of  Lord  MelviHcy  delivered  his  senti- 
ments with  great  energy  and  spirit,  and  strongly 
nwakened  the  attention  of  the  house,  and  of  the 
country.  The  honourable  gentleman  expressed 
his  conviction,  that  be  must  that  night  have  a 
majority  in  favour  of  the  resolutions  he  meant  to 
move.  He  called  upon  the  country  gentlemen, 
upon  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  upon 
the  great  commercial  men,  upon  all  who  were 
indqiendent  members  of  that  house  to  give  him 
their  support,  and  to  arrest  by  their  vote  of  that 
flight,  a  practice  of  the  most  dangerous  and  per- 
micions  tendency.  He  concluded  by  moving 
thirteen  resolutions  founded  on  the  subject  matter 
of  his  speech. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  after  a 
Tiumber  of  preliminary  observations,  said  that 
there  was  no  allegation  in  the  report,  or  even  in 
the  speech  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  any 
loss  to  the  public  had  been  sustained  •  by  the 
transactions  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
house ;  there  was  no  allegation  that  any  defalca- 
tion, any  mischief,  any  evil  whatever  had  accru- 
ed to  the  nation.  He  complained  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  attempted  to  give  a 
view  of  the  case  altogether  erroneous,  when  he 
called  upon  the  house  to  pass  sentence,  as  upon  . 
a  person  already  tried  and  convicted.  He  ad- 
mitted at  the  same  time,  that  the  subject  was 
one  of  a  grave  and  solemn  nature^  and  that 
though  no  loss  or  inconvenience  could  be  alleged 
to  have  arisen  from  the  transactions  that  had 
taken  place,  yet,  if  in  a  great  money  department, 
(No.  33.) 


irregularities  had  been  .committed,  it  .might  be^oQ^Uf 
the  duty  of  the  house  to  3et  a  mark  upon  such— 

Eroceedings.     But  whether  in  this  Qase  it  might    Ciiap.  V. 
e  fit  so  to  do,  must  depend  upon  a  considera-  ^^^^'^^^ 
tion  of  all  the  circumstances,  which  ait  present      180$ 
were  not  before  them  in  the  report.     Till  these 
circumstances  were  investigated  and  ascertained, 
the  house  could  not  be  in  a  situation  to  form  a 
fair  opinion  of  the  matter,  far  less. could  it  be 
justified  in  coming  to  any  vote  of  censure. 

''  The  firiit  cbacge/'  said  Mr.  Pitt,  ''  dwek 
upon  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  though  not 
that  on  which  he  calls  for  an  immediate  resolu- 
tion, is,  that  certain  sums  of  money  were  applied 
to  other  than  naval  servioes.  On  this  head  I 
must  say,  that  the  whole  case  is  not. before  us. 
Will  the  house  be  contented  to  pass  judgment  on 
the  naked  unexplained  fact  ?  Will  tliey  refuse 
to  inquire  what  were  the  oircumstancefi  under 
which  this  application  took  place  ?  Can  it  be 
denied  that  sucn  a  fact  may  exist  in  a  vast  variety 
of  shades  ;  that  it  may  have  been  wanton  or  it 
may  have  been  necessary ;  that  it  may  have  be^ 
small  or  great ;  that  it  may  have  been  done  upon 
a  responsibility,  by  which  the  public  cause  was 
benefitted  in  a  most  important  matter  ?  Will  the 
house  then  refuse  to  inquire  into  those  circum- 
stances ?  Will  they  refuse  to  ascertain  in.wjl;^ 
light  the  affair  deserves  to  be  viewed.'* 

^^  As  to  the  charge  of  Lord  Melville's  conni- 
vance, I  do  not  say  that  conniving  at  the  .apptioa- 
tion  of  the  public  money  for  the  purpose  even  of 
innocent  profit  to  individuals,  . without  ai^tual 
loss  to  the  state,  is  altogether  to  be  justified. 
But  our  judgment  should  depend  upon  a  0001- 
plete  knowleoge  of  all  the  droumstances — upf n 
an  inquiry  into  the  mode  of  its  emplpymeiatj  and 
the  probable  danger,  and  amount  of  the  aiun  em- 
ployed. The  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry, 
nowever,  do  not  say  that  the  issues  to  the  trea- 
surer or  paymaster  of  the  navy  were  greater  than 
necessary^  or  that  the  money  impressed  in  his 
hands  was  not  forthcoming  whenever  it  was 
wanted.  In  fact,  nothing  could  accelerate  those 
issues  so  much  as  to  increase  the  balance  in 
the  paymaster's  hands  at  ple^ure."  'Mr.  Pitt 
then  proceeded  to  point  out  several  errors  in 
the  tenth  rq[iort  of  the  commissioners,  and 
argued  therefrom  that  before  the  bouse  came 
to  any  decision,  the  documents  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  more  minute  examination. 

*^  With  regard,"  said  he,  **  to  the  charge 
of  Lord  Melville  having  participated  in  toe 
profits  derived  from  the  employment  of  the 
public  money,  it  is  particularly  necessary  tbift  a 
more*  detailed  examination  should  take  plaiee,  as 
that  is  a  point  which  depends  so  much  upon  mat- 
ters of  account.  I  had  expected,  however,  that 
after  the  solemn  denial  of  Lord  Melville  on  this 
subject,  no  suspicion  of  that  kind  would  .have 
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TIOOK  III  1>eeti   any  longer  insisted  upon.     Lord  Melville 
'm  baa  most  expressly  disclaimed  his  having  know- 

ingly,  or   intentionally    derived  any  profit  or 
advantage   from    Mr.  Trotter^s  application  of 
public  money-^and  he  only  declined  to  answer 
positively »  because  from  the  blending  of  the  ac- 
counts, the  advances  made  by  Mr.  Trotter  might 
have  been  public  money.     On  the  face  of  these 
accounts,  one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  is  the 
whole  amount  of  the  advances  to  Lord  Melville. 
It  is  known  that  of  all  the  sums  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  millions,   which  have  passed  through 
the  hands  of  his  lordship,  every    farthing  has 
been  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
issued,  and  has  been  regularly  accounted  for ; 
and  it  will  be  found  that  of  the  hundred  thousand 
"pounds  which,  on  the  face  of  the  account,  was 
paid  to  Lord  Melville,  many  of  the  drafts,  were 
m  reality,  payments  for  public  services.     If  this 
can  be  made  out,  as  I  am  informed  it  can,    it 
will  place  this  matter  in  a  new  light,  and  is  of 
itself  a  conclusive  argument  for  further  inquiry. 
Upon  the  whole,  as  there  are  no  materials  before 
the  house,  on  which  they  can  form  a  fair  judg- 
ment ;  as  the  parties  accused  have  not  had  a  fair 
trial,  have  not  enjoyed  the  right  of  hearing  the 
charges  and  meeting  them  by  evidence  and  expla- 
nation; as  the  conclusions  passed  in  the  house 
are  many  of  them  drawn  from  accounts  detail- 
ed,   and   difficult    to    be    unravelled,    which  a 
committee    can  alone    state  with  clearness  and 
precision ;    as  the  appointment  of  such  a  com- 
mittee, while  it  interposes  little  or  no  delay  in 
Ike    determination    of   this    important   subject, 
-will   enable  the  house  to  do  justice  at  once  to 
\ht   country  and  the  parties  accused ;     I  shall 
conclude   wfth    moving,    **  that   a    select  com- 
mittee be  appointed,  to  consider  the  iOth  report 
ef  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry,  and  the 
documents  therewith    connected,  that  they  ex- 
amine the  same,  and  report  their  opinion  thereon 
to  the  hojome.'^    At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Fox, 
'Mr.  Pitt  consented,   in   the  first   instance,  to 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mn  Tiemey  said,  that  during  the  time  he 
was  treasurer  of  the  navy,  he  felt  no  inconve- 
nience, from  a  compliance  with  the  act  of  parlia- 
menif  and  held  that  the  report  of  the  commis- 
nioners  should  be  taken  as  conclusive  evidence 
against  Lord  Melville.  That  noble  lord  had  in 
his  opinion,  already  enjoyed  as  fair  a  trial  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  would  admit  of,  and  no  com- 
mittee of  that  house  could  throw  any  more  light 
upon  the  subject.  After  a  number  of  observa- 
tions from  the  Attorney- general,  Mr.  Canning, 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  Lord  Castlereagh, 
in  favour  of  a  seleot  committee,  and  from  Lotd 
Henry  Petty,  Mr.  Ponsonby,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr. 
Wilberforce,  in  support  of  the  original  motion, 
the  hoQSt^  divided^  whep  ther^  appeared 
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The  numbers  being  thus  equal,  the  speaker  gave 
his  casting  vote  against  Mr.  Pitt's  amendmeni ; 
when  the  original  motion  was  put  and  agreed  to.  i 
On  Wednesday,  the  10th  of  April,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  announced  to  the 
house  of  commons,  at  it<«  meeting,  that  Lord 
Melville  had  tendered  his  resignation  of  the 
ofl&ce  of  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  which  resig- 
nation his  roageaty  had  been  graciously  pleased 
to  accept. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  that  had  the  issue  of 
the   debate   on  Monday  been  merely  of  a  per- 
sonal  or    party    nature,    he    might   have  been 
satisfied  with  Lord  Melville's  removal  from  the 
responsibility,  dignity,  and  emolument  attach^ 
to  tiie  situation  which  he  had  resigned — ^the  humi- 
liation  of  the  individual  was   complete  indeed. 
But    there   was    a  duty  still  remaining  to  the 
public.     Having  done  so  much,  having  exert- 
ed  so    much    independence,   having    deserved 
and  having  received    the   thanks  deserved  in 
the   general  exultation   of  the   country,  i»ught 
not  the  house  to  take  another  step  to  complete 
their  triumph  ?     Ought  not  Lord  Melville  to  be 
prevented   from  ever  again   polluting  with  his 
presence  the  councils  of ^  his  majesty  ?     This  he 
thought   so    necessary,   that    previous    to    any 
other    proceeding  he  should   move—"  That  an 
address    be    submitted    by    the    house    to   the 
throne,    praying    his    majesty    to    deprive   the 
noble  lord  of  every  civil  office  held  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  crown,  and  to  dismiss  him  from 
the  councils  of  the  kingdom  for  ever."  "  1  ask," 
said    Mr.    Whitbread,    "the  right  honourable 
gentleman  opposite,    (Mr.  Pitt)   whether  he  is 
prepared   to  give  a  pledge   to    this   effect?    I 
also  ask  whether  the  vote  of  this  house  has  been 
treated   with   due  deference  in  another  quarter ; 
whether  Mr.  Trotter  has  been  dismissed  ?"  (Mr. 
Canning,  in  reply  answered,  "  Yes.") 

Mr.  Cannmg  did  not  think  that  the  case  of 
Lord  Melville,  which  at  the  most  amounted  to 
no  more  than  a  bare  suspicion,  warranted  tbe 
severity  of  the  proceedings  now  proposed  ;  and 
after  a  very  animated  conversation,  Mr,  Whit- 
bread agreed  to  withdraw  his  motion,  in  lieu  of 
which  he  moved — "  That  the  resolutions  ot  the 
former  night  be  laid  before  his  majesty;  and 
that  they  be  carried  up  by  tbe  whole  house." 
This  resolution  being  carried,  the  house  waited 
upon  his  majesty  with  a  copy  of  the  resolutions 
on  Thursday  the  11th  of  April,  to  which  bis 
majesty  wa9  graciously  pleased  to  return  the 
tollowinganswer ; 

«(  Gemtlehen, — <*  I  shall,  on  aU  occ«ci«i«,  raceiTc 
fvith  the  greatest  attenti^p,  ai^  representatioB*  oC  my 
cottimuns ;  find  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  importaAceof 
t]ic  matter  \i  bich  is  the  subject  of  yoi|V  resc^liitioos.*^ 
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It  ivas  not  till  the  dih  of  May,  that  Mc 
Wluiibread  rAiiewed  his  motion  for  the  erasare  of 
Lord  MeWille'B  name  from  the  list  of  privy  coun- 
sellors, on  vrhich  occasion  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  rose  and  said,  'Mn  consequence  of 
the  honourable  gentleman^s  notice  that  his  motion 
"would  be  renewed,  I  have  had  occasion  to  ascer- 
tain the  sentiments  of  respectable  gentlemen  on 
both  sides  of  the  house,  and  I  see  reason  to 
believe  that  the  step  desired  bj  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  consiaered  generally  as  expedi- 
ent, I  have  therefore,  felt  it  my  duty  to  advise 
his  majesty  to  erase  the  name  of  Lord  Melville 
from-  ttie  list  of  privy  counsellors;  to  this 
adyice  his  majesty  has  acceded,  and  on  the  first 
day  that  a  council  is  held  for  general  purposes, 
the  business  will  be  finally  executed.  I  am  not 
ashamed  io  confess  that  I  have  not  given  this 
advice  without  a  bitter  pang.  I  will  not  erase 
from  my  bosom  feelings  of  private  friendship, 
but  I  cannot  suffer  these  feelings  to  interfere  with 
what  I  find  to  be  the  declared  sense  of  a  ma- 
jority of  this  house.^*  Mr.  WhitbreiCd  then  inquir- 
ed whether  Lord  Melville  held  any  place  of 
profit  during  the  pleasure  of  the  crown,  and  was 
answered  '  none  bul  for  life  -y  on  which  be  with- 
drew his  motion. 

The  commissioneirs  of  naval  inquiry 
had,  in  the  progress  of  these  discussions,  been 
sedulously  occupied  in  the  researches  arising 
out  of  the  tenth  report :  and  Mr.  Whitbread,  in 
consequence  of  the  facts  which  had  transpired 
in  the  progress  of  that  inquiry,  now  considered 
himself  justified  io  giving  notice  of  an  inten- 
tion finally  to  move  for  an  impeachment.  This 
notice  was  met  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Robert 
Dundas,  son  of  Lord  Melville,-'by  a  requisition 
that  the  noble  lord  should  be  admitted  and 
heard  by  the  hoiise  on  the  subject  of  the  tenth 
report,  previously  to  the  motion  for  impeach- 
ment being  put.  Leave  to  appear  having  been 
obtained  from  both  houses,  on  the  11th  of 
June,  Lord  Melville,  escorted  by  the  seijeant 
at  arms,  advanced  within,  the  bar  of  the  house 
of  commons,  where  a  chair  was  placed  for  his 
reception,  on  which  having  reposed  himself,  he 
rose  and  entered  upon  his  defence. 

His  lordship  described  the  diflSculties  he  had 
encountered  in  all  the  endeavours  which  he  had 
hitherto  made,  to  clear  his  character ;  and  ex- 
pressed his  extreme  satisfaction  that  he  could, 
now  in  some  measure,  gratify  his  feelings  upon  this 
point ;  although  he  was  limited  in  the  range  of 
his  defence  by  the  resolution  of  the  lords.  He 
solemnly  asserted,  that  he  never  knew  that  Mr, 
Trotter  had  drawn  any  money  for  the  purposes  of 
ipeculation ;  and  declared  that  he  had  felt  highly 
indignant  at  the  charge  that  such  transactions 
were  eondueted  with  his  privity  ;  and  that,  in 
execution  of  them,  Mr.  Trotter  had  enjoyed  tb^ 
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advantage  of  his  (Lord  Melville's)  knowledp  ^^^  ™ 
of  the  confidential  secrets  of  government,    ifis 
lordship  as  positively  doued  his  participations  in 
the  profits  of  BIr.  Trotter.    He  admitted,  that 
when  the  money  was  dravrn  for  naval  purposes, 
he  had  suffered  that  gentleman  to  place  it  m  the 
house  of  Messrs.  Coutts,  until  it  should  be  urant* 
ed,  instead  of  putting  it  into  the  iron  chesty  or 
transferring  it  to  the  custody  of  the  respective 
sub-accountants ;   but  that  he  had  ever  ffiven 
Mr.  Trotter  power  to  draw  money  from  the  bank 
indiscriminately,  he  protested  was  untrue;  and 
in  lodging  the  money  at  a  banker's,  after  it  wM 
fairly  drawn  out  of  the  bank    for  official  pur- 
poses by  a  competent  authority,  until    it  was 
claimed  by  the  parties  to  whom  it  belonged,  be 
contended  that  he  violated  no  clause  in  the  act 
of  parliament.      He  certainly  did  suppose  the 
paymaster  derived  a   profit  from  the  sums  in- 
vested in  the  bauds  of  Messrs.  Coutts,  but  he 
had    never    considered  it  as  a  clandestine,  a 
secret,  or  an  unlawful  proceeding.    His  lordship 
said  the  reason  that  he  had  not  directly  dis- 
claimed having  any  share  in  Mr.  Trotter's  pro*' 
fits,    when  he  was  examined  before  the  com- 
mittee was,  because  he  had  that  moment  been 
informed  of  the  confusion    in   which  his  pay- 
master's account  stood ;  and  that,  although  there 
T?as  a  doubt  in  his  own  mind  whether  he  might 
not,  in  consequence  of  that  circumstance,  unin- 
tentionally have  received  what  was  his  own  pro- 
perty, from   unlawful  profits,  he  could  then,  at 
well  as  at  the  present  time,  have  denied  any 
participation    with  his    knowledge  or  volition... 
His  lordship  referred   to    two  sums  of  about 
<£10,000  each,  which  had  come  to  hia.hands,  as  Ale 
confidential  adviser  of  government,  for  the  afiaflp 
of  Scotland.      The    circumstances  relative  lo 
them  he  felt  equally  bound,  by  private  honomr 
and  public  duty,  never  to  disclose;  though  he 
affirmed,  in    the  most  unqualified  terms,  that 
those  sums  were  neither  used  nor  metfnt  to  be 
employed,  for  any  object  of  profit  by  him.    He 
haa  certainly  directed  his  agent  to  procure  for 
him  the  loan  of  «f  20,000,  for  which  ne  had  paid 
regular  interest ;  but  it  was  not,  till  within  the 
last  six  weeks,  that  he  knew  Mr.  Trotter  was  the 
lender  of  the  money.    After  explaining  the^lL^ 
ture  of  his  transactions  with    respect  to    the 
loyalty  loan,  to  which  he  subscribea  the  ram  of 
ten  thousand  pounds,  his  lordship  said  when  he 
destroved  all  vouchers,  it  was  because  y^  <^p- 
sidered  them  useless ;  and  certainly  not  from  th6 
most   renoote  apprehension  of  danger  of  th^r 
existence.    Lora  Af  elville  said,  wh^n  ne  reviewed 
the  past  proceedings  of  parliament,    be  could 
scarcely  believe  that  an  impeachment  was  in- 
tended, and  he  was  equally  incredulotts  with 
respect  to  an  indictment.      He   observed  Uiat 
|ie  did  not  even  yet  despair  of  receiving  jos^ce 
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W>dfC  tti  frtai  hi«  Eluded  <»ofUitiqF»  dthough  he  could  4iol 
'~  ' —  .persuade  Jtimself  to  montton  cirouaidta&ncos  vi^ioh 
^A>^.^  it  w%B  hiftiaterest  to  explain. 

Whoi  bis  lordship  hrad  "withdmwn,  Mr. 
Whitbread  addressed  Vae  bouse.  The  hoaoar- 
iible  'Doreniber  said  the  excuse  oflfered  by  Lord 
MeWille  for  not  directly  answering  questions, 
in  cootfequeuce  of  the  mix^  state  of  Mr,  Trot- 
ter's accouotSy  was  strange  sod  incredible.  He 
argued  on  the  suspicious  eireumstance  of  refus* 
lag  to  give  any  account  of  the  two  suine  of  ten 
thousand  pounds;  and  declared  he  should  be 
satisfied  if  his  lordship  would  refer  the  matter 
to  a  jury  of  honour,  consisting  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  esehequer,  Mr.  Windham^  and  any  other 
.person  of  equal  integrity,  in  case  they  acquitted 
him.  Mr.  Whitbread  concluded  by  moYing 
^^  that  Henvy  Lord  Viscount  Melville  be  im- 
peached of   high  crimes  and  misdemeanors.*' 

A.   long,  debate  ensued,    in  the  course  of 
which  Mr.  Bond  objected  to  an  impeachment  as 
cumbrous  'and  -expensive,    and    moved   as  an 
amendment  '^  that  bis  majesty's  attorney-general 
be  direoled  tp  prosecute  Henry  Lord  Viscount 
Melville  for  the  several  offences  which  appei^r 
.from  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of  naval 
inquiry,  and  that  of  the  select  committee  of  the 
hpttse  of  commoiis,  to  have  been  committed  by 
ifm  iiaid  Henry  Lord  Viscount  Melville.'"     On  a 
division  of  the  bouse  the  motion  for  impeachment 
was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  seventy-seven; 
and  Mr.  Bond's  amendment  for  a  criminal  pro- 
secution adopted  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred 
aivd  thirty-eight  to  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
Voices,     it  was  however  ultimately  determined 
on  the  S5th  of  June,  that  the  mode  of  prosecu- 
^on  bv  impeachment  should  be  resorted  to,  arid 
r.  Whitbread  was  appointed  manager  of  the 
timpeaohment,    with  directions  to  acquaint    the 
:  lords  on  the  following  day  with  the  determina- 
'tion  of  the  commons'   house  of  parliament.     On 
;thia  occasion  Mr.  Pitt  delivered  his  last  speech 
Jn  the   senate,   and  argued  strongly  in  favour 
€i  a  trial  by  impeachment  in  preference  to  pro- 
'  ceedings  by  criminal  prosecution. 
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Another  subjeet  arising  out  of  the  tenth 
report  of  the  -commissionei^'  of  Oftval  inquiry,  and 
closely  connected  with  the  delinquenciy  of  Lord 
Melville,  was  a  loan  of  forty  thousand  pounds  of 
tlie  public  monev-'DEKidte  bgr  government,  with  the 
privity  of  Mr.  Pitt,  to  the  private  banking  house 
of  Messrs.  Boyd  aiid  Benfield«  In  introduoiag 
this  transaction  to  the  consideration  of  parlia- 
ment, Mr.  Whitbread  disclaimed  all  intention  of 
imputing  corrupt  or  intproper  motives  to  tbe 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer ;  but  he  considered 
it  necessary  to  prevent  such  a  practice  irom  being 
drawn  into  a  precedent  by  future  mittist«rs,  and 
recommended  that  a  bill  of  indemnity  should 
he  introduced  in  favour  of  the  eiisling  go^ 
▼ernment  to  exonerate  them  from  a  transaction 
which  -was  certainly  illegal.  The  following 
resolution  was  in  consequence  moved  by  Mr. 
•LasceUes  : 

**  Resolved,  that  the  measare  of  adraiiciny  forty 
*  thousand  pounds  to  -Messrs.  Boyd  and  Co.  upon  unques- 
tiiteaMe  securities,  which  have  been  i^gulariy  ditfcbo^^, 
was  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  averting'  ooDseqaenoes, 
that  might  have  |>roTed  highly  injurioas  to  the  commer- 
cial and  financial  interests  of  the  country ;  and,  aUhougfa 
not  conformable  to  law,  appeared  at  the  dnfe  to  be  caOed 
ibr  by  the  peculiar  exigency  of  pSblic  afiain." 

This  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  house 
without  a  division,  and  Mr.  Lascelles  afterwards 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  indemnity 
which  passed  into  a  law« 

No  other  business  of  prominent  importance 
engaged  the  attention  of  parliament  during  tlie 
present  session  with  the  exception  of  a  state- 
ment of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  country 
brought  forward  by  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer on  the  18th  of  February,  and  which  may 
be  compressed  into  the  subjoined  marginal  sum- 
mary.* 

Dissensions  still  continued  to  shake  the 
British  cabinet;  and  the  conflicting  sentiments 
of  its  members  threatened  to  produce  a  partial 
change  in  the  ministry  if  no  subject  of  paramonnt 
interest  had  arisen  to  call  them  more  strongly 
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into  action.  But  the  inquiry  into  Lord  Mel- 
villous  official  transactions  served  to  waft  the 
slumbering  embers  of  disagreement  into  an  open 
flame.  Soon  after  the  Easter  parliamentary 
recess  Lord  Sidmouth,  it  appears^  suggested  the 
propriety  of  removing  Lord  Melville  from  the 
privy  council ;  but  Mr.  Pitt,  wishing  to  avoid 
thai  measnre  of  just  severity,  conceived  that 
both  parliament  and  the  country  would  be  sa- 
tisfied with  the  noble  lord's  resignation  .of  his 
office  as  first  lord  of  the  admiralty.  Neither 
party  was  disposed  to  ifield,  and  Lord  Sidmouth, 
the  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  and  Mr.  Vansit- 
tart,  expressed  their  determination  to  throw  up 
their  several  appointments.  This  extremity 
was,  however,  for  the  prevent  averted  by  the 
erasure  of  Lord  Melville's  name  from  the  list  of 
the'  privy  council^  and  the  vote  of  impeachment, 
which  afterwards  passed  against  that  nobleman. 
The  current  of  public  opinion,  was  decidedly  un- 
favourable to  tlie  noble  viscount.  The  city  of 
London  took  the  lead,  in  presenting  an  address 
to  bis  majesty  requesting  him  to  remove  his 
lordship  from  bis  councils  for  ever  ;  and  vari-' 
ous  similar  resolutions  were  voted  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  couched  in  language  of 
unqualified  censure. 

It  was  not  to  be  expiected  that  the  imperfect 
accommodatioo)  .which  had  been  recently  estab- 
lished in  the  ministry  would  be  lasting ;  and  it 
thenrefore  created  no  surprise  when  it  was  learnt 
that  Lord  Sidmouth  and  bis  adherents  wished 
to  retire  from  a  cabinet  the  proceedings  of  which 
tkey.  could  not  approve.  On  the  5th  of  July 
liis  lordship,  in  conformity  with  this  resolution, 


went  out  of  office ;  and  five  days  afterwards  bis  BOOK  IH 

example  was  followed  by  the  Earl  of  Bucking- 

hamsbire.  These  noblemen  were  succeeded  by  Chap.  V. 
Earl  Camden  and  Lord  Harrowby,  while  Lord  ^^.^^v^'w^ 
Castlereagh  was  appointed  to  the  foreign  de-      1805 

Eartment ;  the  office  of  first  lord  of  the  admiralty 
aving  been  previously  conferred  on  Sir  Charles 
Middleton,  who  was  called  to  the  upper  house  of 
parliament  under  the  title  of  Lord  Barham. 

The  impolicy  of  the  desperate  experiment 
made  by  Mr.  Pitt  to  carry  on  the  aflbirs  of  the 
government  by  means  of  his  own  pei^onal  weight 
and  importance,  unaided  by  the  efficient  co- 
operation he  had  relinquished,  when  in  an  evil 
hour  he  cousented  to  the  formation  of  a  ministry 
on  the  principle  of  exclusion,  had  how  become 
manifest  to  the  whole  nation.  The  minister  had 
seen  an  old  Apolitical  ally  disgraced,  and  almost 
annihilated,  without  possessing  the  means  of 
soothing  his  laceratea  feelings  by  any  circum- 
stance of  alleviation.  Mortified  at  this  obvious 
proof  of  his  declining  influence  and  authority 
with  the  nation,  he  was  attacked  by  a  fever, 
which  the  perpetual  and  deep  chagrin  arising 
from  the  reflection  of  his  past  grandeur  and 
authority,  and  his  present  declining  credit,  con- 
tributed to  aggravate.  From  this  corporeal 
malady  he  fortunately  recovered ;  but  his  dis- 
order joined  to  the  rooted  vexation  of  his  mind^ 
and  the  calamitous  traii^  of  subsequent  occur- 
rences on  the  continent  of  Europe,  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  that  extreme  debility  of  system  with  which 
he  became  afiected,  and  which  finally  deprived 
the  country  pf  one  pf  its  most  distinguished, 
statesmen. 
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BOOK  III  THIS  Itepublic  of  France,  Mhith  had  fl»^ 
siltkitsd  60  itiaiy  difftfretli  fbMrft,  Whit^  diiriiig^ 
a  perlbd  of  twelve  y^tir,  httA  find  tko  at- 
teatiloii,  exdteti  the  hdpehy  and  awftkett^d  fbd 
feafd  bt  tea&kiAd,  ht^A  at  length  eat^ed,  and 
a  tL^>n  «taipire  ai^se  from  its  ashes,  fMOded 
ptitdpidly  npofk  Ihe  po^tet  of  the  swofd.  It 
was  remarked  by  a  profound  statesman,*  fliat 
the  French  republic  ^ould  become  the  prey 
of  the  first  ambitious  chieftain,  ^ho  had  suffi* 
oient  boldness  and  dexterity  to  avail  himself  of 
a  fortunate  train  of   circumstances  to  seize  the 

S^vemment,  and  this  prediction  found  its  ful- 
ment  in  the  elevation  of  Napoleon  to  the 
imperial  purple.  The  immense  and  increasing 
power  01  France  had  occasioned  the  utmost 
disquietude  to  all  the  surrounding  nations. 
Depending  chiefly  upon  her  agriculture  and  the 
natural  resources  of  the  country,  she  had  soon, 
in  a  great  degree,  recovered  from  the  convul- 
sive shock  of  the  revolution.  The  suspicion 
and  selfish  policy  of  the  powers  that  had  coal- 
esced against  her  had  united  men  of  almost  all 
parties  in  defence  of  their  common  country. 
More  than  twelve  years  of  active  warfare,  and 
the  complete  destruction  of  her  commerce,  had 
given  a  military  character  to  her  whole  popula- 
tion. Not  only  were  the  ambitious  projects  of 
Louis  XIV.  which  had  been  suspended  during 
the  subsequent  weakness  of  the  monarchy  of 
Francei    now    realized,    but  greatly  exceeded. 


and  the  e^tablishtiient  of  lan  empiro  «b  extensive 
as  that  of  Ohatlettiagne,  was  a  favontite  ohjeet 
of  putsuit  both  with  «ho  govemaewt  and  the 
peopt^.  The  union  of  all  the  pom^  nf  the 
state  in  one  individatil  had  increased  the  'vi^oto 
of  Ihe  n^tioifr,  bnA  io  Ms  fbreign  aftd  intenial 
operatietis ;  and  the  activity,  IIk  tmldnesa,  and 
the  militaf  jr  taleofis  of  S^i^kkf  iiisure4  a  prompt 
and  universal  obedience  to  his  will.  To  the 
armies  he  was  endeared  by  his  victories  and  the 
brilliancy  of  his  career ;  and  the  assumption  of 
imperial  dignity,  by  enabling  him  to  confer  new 
honours  upon  his  adherents,  and  new  rewards 
upon  the  soldiery,  increased  and  confirmed^pon 
attachment.  At  this  period  the  military  force  of 
France  amounted  to  upwards  of  six  hundred 
thousand  men;  and  this  army,  by  the  laws  fot 
the  regulation  of  the  conscription,  and  the  form- 
ation of  the  national  guard,  was  capable  of  being 
augmented  to  almost  any  extent. 

Two  years  had  now  elapsed  since  the  re- 
newal of  hostilities  between  Great  Britain  and 
France ;  but  the  war  had  not  hitherto  been  sig- 
nalized by  any  memorable  event.  In  the  pro- 
secution of  the  war  this  country  laboured  under 
one  essential  deficiency :  so  great  was  the  drain 
from  'her  population,  in  consequence  both  of 
her  extensive  navy  and  the  force  required  for 
the  security  of  her  colonies,  which  the  war  had 
teuded  to  augment,  that  the  amount  of  that  part 
of  the  regular  army  which  was    destined   tor 
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Earopean  service  scarcely  exceeded  fifty  tfaoii- 
aand  mesj  and  it  was  evidently  ittposBibte, 
vithoat  tlie  support  of  otlier  powers,  to  under- . 
take  offenaive  opertUionfl  a^inet  tbe  ooaliaeDtal 
dominiopt  of  France.  But  on  (be  otfaw  hand, 
France,  in  the  reduced  state  of  her  navy,  pos- 
K»aed  iro  neana  ofaUat^iog  Great  Britain.  The 
alarm  of  iavmsion  had  long  ceaaea :  and  the  more 
the  project  was  cousiderM,  the  more  difficulties 
appeared  in  the  way  of  its  exeontion. 

Sach  was  the  posture  of  afflurs  when  Mr.- 
Pitt  returned  to  power.  While  is  epoosition  he 
had  lo«dly  CDndemued  the  inactivity  of  ministers, 
aad  be  felt  the  aetiessity  therefore  of  sigiiaKltng 
bis  udniinistratian  by  some  extraordinary  lAbrt. 
His  tUention  was  of  <var»e  immediately  directed 
to  the  oontiBent :  and  he  laboured  to  form  a  new 
league  anioog'  the  states  of  Europe  ag«iiri«t  the 
power  of  France.  The  situation  «f  (be  oontiMiit 
was  favourable  to  the  accomplishmmt  ef  this 
de«ign.  Russia  and  Swedes  were  disgusted  and 
irritated  by  the  conduct  of  Bonaparte  ;  and  Aus- 
tria observed  tbe  measures  ot  bis  government 
with  jealousy  and  alarm.  The  negocJation  was 
carried  on  with  great  activity  througn  the  medium 
of  the  court  of  St.  Petersburgh.  Russia  entered 
into  tbe  measure  with  eagerness  and  xeal;  but 
Austria,  who  was  sensible  that  she  bad  much 
more  at  stalu  tkan  the  ether  powers,  was  waver- 
ing and  iudeoisive.  It  was,  however,  hoped  and 
expected  tiiat  the  pecuaiery  sseans  ef  Great  Bri- 
.  tain,  the  entreaties  and.  remenHl ranges  of  Russia, 
and  the  oontiniialiy  increasing  irritatian  arising 
from  the  course  of  condnct  pursued  by  tbe 
Prench  gi^vemment,  would  at  no  distant  period 
induce  Austria  to  unite  in  the  league. 

The  diplomatic  intercourse  between  Russia 
and  France  bad  been  for  a  considerable  lime 
suspended ;  and  tbe  resentment  and  hostility  of 
Alexander  were  iiicreased  1o  tbe  highest  degree 
by  the  conduct  of  the  French  goventioent 
towards  the  indepeadmt  slates  of  Gerosany, 
and  by  the  aeicure  and  execaiion  «f  the  Dnke 
d'EngfaicD.  Influenced  hy  <hese  disposrtieBs,  he 
eitefed  towards  the  close  of  the  last  year  into 
active  negociations  with  Great  Britain,  and 
every  effort  was  made  to  induce  the  court  of 
Vienna  toco-operate  wi<b  this  power  to  reduce 
the  influence  of  a  goverMaeat  whiob  a  cencur- 
rence  of  extraordinary  cireumstaoees  bad  render- 
ed formidable  to  all  the  other  states  of  Europe. 

Tbe  adventurous  character  of  Gustavus 
A  do  1  pins,  King  of  Sweden,  bad  directed 
ttiuch  «f  tfae_  pablic  atteatiofl  towards  ttist 
rouDtry.  Provoked  at  the  spirit  of  aggressieu 
manifested  hy  France,  and  irritated  at  tlie  inde- 
cesl  and  insoleM  hmgnage  of  its  gorernment 
tewards  him,  he  hart  recalled  his  minister,  and 
haA  sospended  ;ill  diplomatie  intercourse  vritti 
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that  country,  before  tke  Emperor  of  Russia  bad  BOOK  III 

resorted  to  the  same  meastwe.     The  researses  of 

,  Sweden,  howev«r,  wore  too  Incottsidra^ble  to  P*^l^' 
ivnder  her  eamity  fonnidable  te  Prance,  but 
Gustavus  was  resolTed  not  to  remain  inactive, 
andoa  the  8d  of  I>ecanber,  in  tbe  last  year,  a 
preliminary  and  secret  convention  was  Coecloded 
with  England,  in  whieli  it  w»s  agreed  that  a 
depAt,  for  HeDOTeriRB  troeps,  should  he  assigned 
in  Swedish  Pomerania,  and  that  the  British 
goveniAent  should  advance  sixty  thousand 
pounds,  m  «rder  to  onable  Sweden  to  prOvtds 
more  eff^tUaHy  f*r  tbe  defence  ot  Stralsuud. 

Tbe  piiae  of  the  bouse  <rf  Austria  bad 
betn  Itunbled  by  the  disastrons  events  ef  tbe  tm> 
wso's  hi  which  tfhe  bad  been  engkged,  wi<h  the 
republic  of  Prance.  Her  pRpulatien  and  terri- 
tory,  however,  bad  not  suflttfed  any  nMerrat 
diminution.  She  had,  inde^d^  test  tbe  provincet 
of  Belgium,  but  she  bad  »eqait«d  the  ^b  attd 
extensive  territory  of  Venice.  The  dvminiotn 
of  the  emperor  were  of  vast  extent,  comprehend' 
iog  besides  tbe  lesser  provincca  of  Hungary, 
Bohemia,  tbe  two  Austrias,  the  Tyrol,  and  the 
recent  acquisition  of  Venice.  Bat  these  imraenea 
possessions  were  not  cemented  by  any  gener^ 
bond  of  liirion,   or  animated   by  cay   common 

friBciple  of  patriotism.     Bohemia  was  divided ' 
y  rdigioas  aissensioBs  ;  and  Hungary,  atladied 
to  its  aaoeiit  ooistitution,  regarded  tbe  mexsares 
of  (be  inperj 
trust.    Tbe  i 
ments  was  d 
tbe  court  itsc 
aind  cabals. 

OueoftI 
parte  after  bii 
was  to  trans 
govern  m^it. 
ed  in  the  fol 
lean's   own  hi 

Majesty.  TMs  unusual  mode  of  cotDmutticatioB, 
wbtcfa  he  had  before  adopted  upon  Ins  accession 
to  the  office  of  first  consul,  vras  ofaosea  from  a  ' 
professed  desire  to  disengage  so  important  a  ' 
transaction  from  the  intrigues  of  cabinets  and 
tbe  perplexities  and  delays  of  diplomacy.  After 
adverting  to  tan  recent  elevation  to  tU£  throne  of 
Prance,  and  tftmeatisg  the  unnecessary  effusion 
of  blood  i  be  said  be  considered  it  no  disgrace  to 
take  the  first  step  towards  conciliation;  for 
though  peace  was  the  wish  of  his  heart,  war  had 
■ever  been  WnnTinlrnt  with  hts  glory.  As  it 
had  never  been  customary  for  the  Englirii 
Sovererga  lo  ooinm«nioate  directiy  with  a  foreign 
potentate,  an  answer  ««s  rettn-ned  hy  Lord  M^- 
grave,  irHdresaed  to  the  French  minHrter.  Tbe 
seoretary  of  state  for  foreign  afiairs,  intimated  ' 
bis  majesty's  wish  to  procure  tbe  blessing  of 
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BOOK  111  peace,  on  terms  eompatiUe  with  the  permanent ' 

—-*-*—  security  of  Europe  ;  but  stated  the  impracticabi- 

OflAP.   Yl.  lity  of  more  fully  roeetini;^  the  overture  oow  made, 

'"-^^'^^^''^  until    communications  had  been  held  with  the 

1805      powers  of  the  continent,  with  whom  his  majesty 

was    engaged    in   confidential    connexions  and 

relations.* 

Early  in  the  month  of  February  the  letter  to 
the  King  of  England  was  communicated  to  the 
French  legislative  body,  by  order  of  Napoleon, 
'  together  with  the  answer  received  from  the  Eng- 
lish secretary  of  state.  M.  Segur  in  presenting 
these  documents,  very  naturally  availed  himself 
of  the  opportunity  they  afforded  of  ascribing  the 
continuauce  of  hostilities  to  the  hatred  and  ambi- 
tion  of  the  British  government ;  ^*  if,"  said  the 
orator,  ^^  blood  oiust  flow  on  the  earth  and  on  the 
*  sea,  this  letter  of  th^  emperor  will  for  ever 
absolve  the  French  nation  from  its  guilt ;  and 
throw  all  the  responsibility  upon  that  gove^n- 
inent,  v^hich  would  prolong  its  effusion." 


The  establisbment  6f  the  new  empire  of  the 
French,  and  the  elevation  of  Bonaparte  to  the 
imperial  dignity,  was  followed  by  a  correspondent 
change  in  the  government  of  the  Italian  states. 
The  vice-president  of  the  Italian  republic,  Meki, 
the  members  of  the  consulta  of  state,  and  the 
deputies  of  the  colleges  and  the  constituted 
bodies,  had  repaired  to  Paris,  for  the  rpurpose  of 
attending  at  the  imperial  coronation.  This  body 
whom  Bonaparte  chose  to  contiider  as  the  legal 
representatives,  and  authorized  organ  of  the 
Italian  republic,  determined,  after  a  decent  inter- 
val of  deliberation,  that  the  constitution  of 
Lyons  was  merely  provisional,  and  that  a  change 
had  become  necessary,  in  order  to  insure  the 
repose  and  happiness  of  Italy.  Impressed  with 
these  sentiments  they  besought  the  French 
Emperor,  to  perfect  the  wishes  of  the  citisens 
by  deigning  to  become  their  sovereign^  ^^  You 
wished.  Sire,"  said  Melzi,  **  that  the  Italian 
republic  should  exist,  and  it  has  existence.  "Wish 


*  LETTER  FROM  THE  EMPEROR  NAPOLEON  TO  THE  KING  OF  ENGLAND. 

Dated  January  2dy  1805.     Communicated  to  t1\e  French  LegUlaiive  Body,  February  4tA,  ISOd. 
"  Sir,  and  Brothbr, 

*'  Called  to  the  throne  of  Franco  by  ProvidoncOj  and  by  the  snffragfes  of  the  senate,  the  people  and  the  army, 
my  first  seDtiment  is  a  wish  for  peace.  Fraaceand  EbK^aod  abase  their  prosperity.  They  may  contend  for  ages ;  but  do 
their  goTernments  well  fulfil  the  most  sacred  of  their  duties,  and  will  not  so  much  blood,*  shed  aselesdy,  and  without  a  Tiew 
to  any  end;  condemn  them  in  their  own  consciences  ?.  I  consider  it  as  no  disgrace  to  make  the  first  step.  I  have,  1  hope, 
sufficiently  proved  to  the  world,  that  I  fear  none  of  the  chances  of  war ;  it  besides  presents  nothing  that  1  need  to  fear ; 
peace  is  Uie  wish  of  my  heart,  but  war  has  never  been  inconsistent  with  my  glory.  I  conjure  your  majesty  not  to  deny 
yourself  the  h^ipiness  of  giving  peace  to  the  world,  nor  to  leave  that  sweet  satisfaction  to  your  children  :  for  certainly 
there  never  was  a  more  fortunate  opportunity,  nor  a  moment  more  favourable,  to  silence  all  the  passions,  and  listen  only  to 
the  sentiments  of  humanity  and  reason.  This  moment  once  lost,  what  end  can  be  assigned  to  a  war,  which  all  my  effbrta 
will  not  be  able  to  terminate!  Your  majesty  has  gained  more  within  ten  years,  both  in  territory  and  riches,  than  the  whole 
•xtent  of  Europe.  Your  nation  is  at  the  highest  point  of  prosperity ;  what  can  it  hope  from  war? — To  form  a  coalition  with 
some  powers  of  the  continent  P  The  continent  will  remain  tranquil :  a  coalition  can  only  increase  the  preponderance  and 
continental  greatness  of  France.  To  renew  intestine  troubles  P  The  times  are  no  longer  the  same.  To  destroy  our  finances  P 
Finances  founded  on  a  flourishing  agriculturo  can  never  be  destroyed.  To  take  from  France  her  colonies  ?  The  colonies 
aro  to  France  only  a  secondary  object ;  and  does  not  your  majesty  already  possess  more  than  you  know  how  to  preserve? 
If  your  majesty  would  but  reflect,  you  must  perceive  that  the  war  is  without  an  object,  without  any  presumable  result  to 
yourself.  Alas !  what  a  melancholy  prospect  to  cause  two  nations  to  fight,  merely  for  the  sake  of  fighting.  The  world  is 
Bu^ciently  large  for  our  two  nations  to  live  in  it,  and  reason  is  sufficiently  powerful  to  disoover  the  means  of  reconciling 
every  things  when  the  wish  for  reconciliation  exists  on  both  ttdes.  I  have,  however,  fulfilled  a  sacred  duty,  and  one  whic^ 
is  precious  to  my  heart.  I  trust  your  majesty  will  believe  in  the  sincerity  of  my  sentiments,  amd  my  wish  to  give  yoo  every 
proof  of  it,  ^c. 

(Signed)  "  NAPOLEON," 

LORD  MULGRAVS'S  ANSWER. 

Dated  I4th  of  January,  1806.    Addreued  to  M,  TaUeyrand. 

'*  His  Britannic  Majesty  has  received  the  letter  which  has  been  addressed  to  him  by  the  head  of  the  French 
government,  dated  the  2d  of  the  present  month.  There  is  no  olject  which  his  majesty  has  more  at  heart,  than  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  first  opportunity  to  procure  again  for  his  soljects  the  advantages  of  a  peace,  founded  on  bases  whidi  may 
not  be  incompatible  with  the  permanent  security  and  essential  interests  of  his  dominions.  His  majesty  is  perssaded  that 
this  end  can  only  be  attained  by  arrangements  which  may  at  the  same  time  provide  for  the  future  safety  and  traoqniliily  of 
Europe,  and  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  dangers  and  calamities  in  which  it  is  involved.  ConformaUy  to  this  sentiment, 
his  tni^esty  feels  it  is  impossible  lor  him  to  answer  mora  particularly  to  the  overture  that  has  been  made  him,  till  he  has 
liad  time  to  communicate  with  the  powers  on  the  Continent,  with  whom  he  is  engaged  in  confidential  connections  and  rela- 
tions, and  particularly  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  who  has  given  the  strongest  proofs  of  the  wisdom  and  elevation  of  the  sen- 
timents wii^  whi<;h  he  is  animated,  and  the  lively  interest  which  he  takes  in  tJie  safety  and  independence  of  the  Continent. 


(Signed) 


"  MULGRAVE." 
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that  the  Italian  monarcby  may  be  happy,  and  it 
shall  be  so.''     After  a  short  pause,  Bonaparte 
replied  to  the  address  of  Uie  i^ice- president.     He 
reminded  the  deputies,  that  to  him  tlnsir  couittrjr 
was  indebted  for  the  original  establishment  ef 
their  independence,    and  expatiated  updn  the 
interest  which  he  bail  always  taken  in  the  welfare 
of  (he  republic.    "  Whcm  at  Lyons,"  he  added/ 
<^  you  deemed  it  for  *  jour  interest  that  we  should 
be  at  the  head  of  your  goyevfiment ;  and  still 
persevering  in  the  same  opinion^  von  now  will 
that  we  shall  be  the  first  of  yoar  Kings.     Th^ 
aeparation  of  the  crowns  of  France  and  Italy 
which  might  be  advantageous  to  insure  the  inde^ 
peadence  of  joor  posterity,  would  at  the  present 
moment,  be  fatal  to  your  exlstenee  and  tranquil- 
lity.    I  shall  keep  this  erown,  but  only  so  long 
as  your  interests  shall  requii^e  it  ^  and  I  shalt 
with  pleasure  see  the  moment  arrive,  when  I  catt 
place  it  on  the  head  of  a  younger  person,  animat- 
ed with  my  spirit,  and  equally  anxious  to  provide 
for  your  security  and  happiness.^* 

It  was  stipulated  that  the  throne  of  Italy 
should  be  hereditary  in  the  male  line,  both  ttatu- 
ral  and  adopted;  but  that  the  right  of  adoption 
should  not  extend  to  any  other  person  than  a 
citizen  of  the  French  empire;  or  of  the  king'dmn 
of  Italy  ;  '•  that  the  crown  of  Italy  should  not  be 
united  to  that  of  France,  except  upon  the  head 
of  tlie  present  emperor ;  that  none  of  his  suc- 
cessors should  be  allowed  to  reign  in  Italy,  uhless 
they  reside  upon  the  territory  of  the  Italian 
republic  ;  and  that  Bonapart«i,  should  during  his 
life,  have  the  right  of  giving  a  suece^or  amon^ 
his  legitimate  male  children,  whether  begotten  ot 
adopted. 

In  the  mean  time,  BohapaHe,  in  cotnpli- 
ance  with  the  addresses  which  poured  in  upon 
him  fronr  the  various  constituted  authorities  of 
tlie  Italian  republic,  repaired  to  Milan  to  as- 
sume, vrith  the  requisite  solemnities'  tMe  crowti 
of  his  new  kingdom*.  The  ceremony  was  perforiHi-' 
ed  on  the  20th  of  May,  in  tlie  c^athedral  church 
of  Milan,  by  Cardinal  Caprara,  the  archbishop 
of  that  city,  who  was  authorised  by  the  pope  to 
preside  upon  this  occasion.  Bonaparte,  wearing 
the  two  aiadems  of  France  and  Italy,  beiirihg 
the  sceptre  and  hand  of  justice,  and  clothed  I'^tth 
the  royal  mantle,  proceeded  in  the  midst  of  a 
magnidoent  and  solemn  proeesision,  from  the 
'  palace  to  the  cathedral.  At  the  entrance  of  the 
church  he  was  m^t  by  the  cardinal  and  the  clergy, 
and  the  air  was  perfumed  with  the  incense,  which 
was  burnt  in  the  presence  of  the  new  sovereign. 
After  an  address  of  courtly  adulation  from  the 
Cardinal,  Bonaparte  was  introduced  to  the 
sanctuary,  and  conduttled  to  a  tbt-on^  decorated 
with  the  insignia  of  the  French  empire,  and  of 
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the  kingdom  of  Italy.     At  the  entrance  of  the  BOOK  III 
sanctuary,  in  front  of  the  altar,  were,  placed  the  ■■ 

insignia  of  Charlemagne.    Upon  th*s  altar  the  9"^*  ^' 
royad   ornaments  were  tiien  aeposited,  and  the 
cardinal  pronounced  over  them  his  solemn  bene* 
diction.    Napoleon,  advancing  from  his  throne, 
received  from  the  hand  of  the  cardinal  the  ring 
and  other  ensigns  of  royalty.    He  then  ascended 
the  steps  of  the  aHar,  and  taking  in  his  hand  the 
anci^t  iron  crown  of  the  Kings  of  Lombardy,  he 
placed  rt  with  a  determined  air  upon  his  head, 
pronouncing  at  the  same  time,  with  a  firm  voice, 
these  emphatical   words — "  Dieu   me  la  donne^ 
gate  d  qui  la  tout,he,*^*    He  then  Returned  it  to' 
the  altar;  and  taking  the  crown  of  Italy,  placed 
it  in  like  maxitier  upon  his  head,  amidst  the  accla- 
mations of  the  spectators.      Bonaparte  having 
pronounced  the  oath,  a  herald  immediately  pfo- 
clarmed  in  a  loud  voice — *  Napoleon  Emperor  of 
the  French  and  King  of  Italy,  is  crowned  and 
enthroned — Long  live  the  Emperor  and  King  !* 
At  the  «ame  instant  all  the  attendants   repeat- 
ed— *  Long  live  the  Emperor  and  Kins !'    and 
the  lofty  domes  of  the  chutch  resounaed  with 
the  shouts  and  applauses  of  the  multitude.    The 
ceremony  was  closed  with  Te  Deum,   and  the 
proCessioi^  returned  to  the  palace.     Soon  after 
the    coronation,   Prince  Eugene,  (Beauharnois, 
son-iti-law  of  the  new  monarch)  was  appointed 
Viceroy  of  Italy,  and  a  new  order  of  knighthood, 
under  the  designatioii  of  '*  th^  iron  crown,"  was 
instituted. 

While  Bonapafte  wds  eitiployed  at  Mifan^ 
in  settling  the  constitution  and  civil  code  of  his 
newly  acquired  kingdom,  his  agents  were  active- 
ly engaged  in  another  quarter,  in  preparing  the 
way  for  a  fresh  act  of  afggrandizement.  The 
t^public  of  Genoa,  notwithstanding  the  narrow 
limits  of  its  territory,  had  occupied  a  distinguished 

{dace  in  the  history  of  modern  Europe,  But 
he  period  had  at  length  arrived,  when  evep  the 
fof  ms  of  national  independence  were  to  termin- 
ate ;  and  the  republic  was  destined  to  be  absorb- 
ed in  the  immense  and  overwhelming  mass  of  the 
French  empire.  The  disastrous  consequences 
which  resulted  from  this  revolution,  the  war  of 
Ifvhich  it  appears  to  have  been  the  immediate  oc« 
casion,  and  the  iktal  issue  of  that  contest,  will 
render  it  an  event  fbr  ever  memorable  in  the  his « 
tory  of  mankind. 

The  Une  of  policy  to  be  pursued  upon  this  oc- 
casion, was  extremely  simple.  '  It  'was  expedient 
that  some  decent  attention  should  be  paid  to  the 
form  of  the  proceedings,  and  that  at  least  some 
appeai'ance  of  moderation  should  be  assumed. 
It  was  accordingly  determined  that  the  propo* 
sdl  for  the  union  should  originate  with  the 
senate   and  people  of  Qeuoa.     The   requisite 
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BOOK  Hi  precautions  having  been  adopted,  and  the  minds 
— —  of  the  people  sufficiently  prepared  for  the  event, 
Chap.  VI.  the  senate,  after  due  deliperation,  resolved  that 
-^^^fto?*^  an  address  should  be  presented  to  Bonaparte, 
praying  that  he  would  allow  the  republic  of 
Uenoa  to  be  permanently  united  to  the  French 
empire.  This  address  was  signed  not  merely  by 
the  members  of  the  senate,  but  by  a  vast  number 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Genoa ;  and  it 
was  ordered  that  an  embassy,  consisting  of  the 
doge,  and  the  deputies  of  the  senate,  and  people 
ifehould  proceed  to  Milan,  for  the  purpose  of  lay- 
ing this  document  at  the  -feet  of  the  emperor. 
Upon  their  arrival  in.  that  city,  they  publicly 
unfolded  the  object  of  their  mission.  Bonaparte 
was  not  inexorable.  He  listened  with  attention 
and  with  favour ;  and  afterwards  addressed  the 
doge  and  the  deputies  in  a  speech,  in  which  he 
enlarged  with  becoming  gravity  upon  the  im- 
portance and  the  necessity  of  this  union,  and 
^sured  them  that  he  would  realize  their  expecta- 
tions, and  unite  them  to  his  great  people. 

This  extraordinary  transaction  was  immedi- 
ately  communicated  to  the  different  courts  of 
Europe,  and  excited  in  every  quarter  the  most 
lively  feelings  of  indignation.      The  Emperor 
Alexander  in  particular,  who  had  previously  dis- 
patched M.  Novoiltzoff  on  hw  way  to  Paris,  to 
try  the  effect  of  negociation,  hastened  to  recall 
that  ambassado^r,  and  issued  a  memorial  explana- 
tory of  his  mission,  and  of  the  circumstances 
which  had   led  to  its  abrupt  termination.      In 
this  document  it  is  stated,  that  the  emperor  had 
in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  sent  his  ambassador  to  Bonaparte,  to 
meet  the  pacific  overtures  which  he  had  made  to 
the  court  of  London ;  but  that  by  a  fresh  trans- 
gression of  the  most  solemn  treaties,  the  union . 
of  the  ligurian  republic  with  France  had  been 
effected,  and  all  hope  of  restoring  tranquillity  to 
Europe  by  negociation  thereby  destroyed.     But 
the  most  important   effect   resulting  from  the 
annexation  of  Genoa  to  France  was  the  impres- 
sion which  this  event  appeals  to  have  made  upon 
the  cabinet  of   Vienna.      Notwithstanding  the 
,  urgent  solicitations  of  Russia,  and  the  immense 
pecuniary  offisrs  made  by  Great  Britain,  Austria 
bad  hitherto  refused  to  accede  to  a  treaty  of  con- 
cert.    She  had  acquiesced  in  the  assumption  of 
the  crown  of  Italy  ;   she  had  even  directed  her 
ambassador  to  congratulate  Bonaparte  upon  that 
acquisition  of  his  titles ;  but  this  last  act  of  usur- 
pation, combined  with  the  formidable  military 
attitude  which  France  had  assumed  in  the  north 
of  Italy,  fixed   her  wavering  purpose.     Urged, 
therefore,   by    the   remonstrances  of  the  allies, 
and  impelled  by  the  strongest  feelings  of  resent- 
ment, she  abandoned  her  former  cautious  sys- 
tem of  policy,    land    by  a  treaty  signed  at  St. 
Petersburgh,  on  the  9Ui  of  August,  consented 


to  become  a  party  to  the  league ;  the  objects 
of  which,  as  defined  in  a  treaty  of  concert  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Russia,  signed  at  St. 
Petersburgh  on  the  11th  of  April,  were.  First, 
The  expulsion  of  the  French  troops  from  Han- 
over and  the  north  of  Germany:  '  Secondly, 
The  establishment  of  the  independence  of  the 
republics  of  Holland  and  Switzerland :  Thirdly, 
The  re-establishment  of  the  King  of  Sardinia 
in  Piedmont,  with  as  large  an  augmentation  of 
his  territory  as  circumstances  might  admit : 
Fourthly,  The  future  security  of  the  kingdom 
of  Naples*  and  the  complete  evacuation  of  Italy, 
the  Isle  of  Elba  included,  by  the  French  forces : 
and  Fifthly,  the  establishment  of  an  order  of  things 
in  Europe,  which  might  eflfectually  guarantee 
the  security  and  independence  of  the  different 
states,  and  present  a  solid  barrier  against  future 
usurpation. 

The  cabinet  of  Vienna  was  deeply  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  the  impending  contest, 
and  witii  the  necessity  of  making  exertions  cor- 
respondent to  this  emergency.  Her  armies  were 
accordingly  diligently  recruited,  and  large  rein- 
forcements were  sent  to  Italy  and  the  Tyrol; 
while  military  works  were  constructed  upon  the 
territory  of  V  enice ;  and  the  details  of  the  march 
and  co-operation  of  the  Austrian  and  Russian 
troops  concerted  with  the  Baron  de  Wintzin- 
gerode,  who  had  been  deputed  to  Vienna  by  the 
court  of  St.  Petersburgh. 

While  these  transactions  were  passing  in 
Germany^  Bonaparte  did  not  allow  himself  to 
remain  inactive.  The  hostile  dispositions  and 
intentions  of  Austria  were  sufficiently  manifest, 
and  hh  had  already  declared  to  the  emperor, 
that  he  would  not*  delay  his  operations  till  the 
arrival  of  the  Russians.  Accordingly,  towards 
the  close  of  the  month  of  August,  while  he  was 
at  Boulogne,  he  issued  orders  to  dismantle  the 
flotilla  in  that  harbour,  and  directed  the  troops 
to  march  from  the  coast  to  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine.  Similar  orders  were  at  the  same  time 
transmitted  to  General  Marmont,  who  com- 
manded the  army  in  Holland;  and  Marshal 
Bernadotte  was  also  directed  to  proceed  with 
his  force  from  Hanover  towards  Franconia. 
The  necessary  arrangemmits  having  been  made 
to  hasten  the  march  of  the  troops,  Bonaparte 
immediately  quitted  Boulogne  and  repaired  to 
Paris. 

A  rupture  had  now  become  inevitable,  and 
the  several  powers  of  the  continent  jAaced 
themselves  in  a  state  to  meet  the  approaching 
storm.  Bavaria,  of  whom  strong  suspieions 
were  entertained  by  the  allied  powers,  was  sum- 
moned to  incorporate  her  troops  with  the  Aus- 
trian army,  and  the  latter  in  full  force  passed 
the  Inn  early  in  the  month  of  September,  and 
endeavoured  to  enforce  this  command.    It  must 
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be  admitted  that  the  Austrians  on  this  occasion 
acted  ¥f\ih  little  circumspection  towards  Bavaria^ 
which  was  treated  like  a  conquered  country : 
heavy  exactions  were  made  upon  the  people  for 
the  support  of  the  Austrian  troops ;  the  paper 
money  of  Vienna  was  forced  into  circirlatiou  at 
its  nominal  Talue,  while  it  had  sufiered  a  great 
depreciation  at  home ;  the  elector  of  Bavaria 
was  obliged  to  seek  refuge  in  Wurtzburg,  and 
'  all  these  rigorous  proceedings  towards  a  neutral 
state  were  justified  by  *^  the  tyranf  s  plea** — 
necessity* 

As  socm  as  intelligence  was  received  at 
Paris  that  the  Austrian'  army  had  entered  the 
dominions  of  flie  Elector  of  Bavaria,  the  senate 
was'conTenedi  and  in  a  speech  from  the  throne^ 
Bonaparte  informed  his  senators  that  he  was 
about  to  place  himself  at  the  hdad  of  his  army 
in  order  to  afford  immediate  assistance  to  his 
allies,  and  to  defend  the  dearest  interests  of  his 
people.  The  war  had,  he  Informed  them,  already 
commenced  by  the  invasion  of  Bavaria,  the  elec* 
tor  of  which  state  had  actually  been  driven 
from  his  territories.  He  next  exhorted  the 
French  people  to  support  their  emperor  in  the 
present  unprovoked  contest;  and  concluded  by 
saying : — **  Frenchmen,  your  emperor  wiU  do 
his  duty,  my  soldiers  will  perform  theirs ;  you 
will  fulfil  yours."  On  this  occasion  two  im* 
portant  decrees  were  proposed ;  the  one  for  the 
immediate  levy  of  eighty  thousand  conscripts, 
and  the  other  for  re-organizing  and  embodying 
the  national  guard.  Having  formed  these  ar* 
rangements  his  next  step  was  to  appoint  his 
broSier  Joseph  to  superintend  the  governjnent 
in  his  absence,  and  on  the  following  day  he  left 
Paris  for  Strasburgh. 

A  plan  of  military  operations  had  already 
been  concerted  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
St.  Petersburgh.  It  was  apparent  from  the  dis- 
tance of  the  Russian  armies  that  Austria  must 
rely  solely  upon  her  own  strength  in  the  com- 
jnencement  of  the  campaign,  and  the  plan  of 
operations  was  accordingly  formed  upon  this 
evident  principle.  The  resources  of  France 
were  estimated  at  six  hundred  and  fifty-one 
thousand  men ;  and  of  this  number  it  was  sup- 
posed she  might  employ  five  hundred  thousand 
in  Italy,  Germany,  and  Switzerland.  In  op- 
position to  this  force  Austria  could  bring  into 
the  field  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  rank  and 
file  exclusive  of  the  Russian  armies  which  were 
destined  to  co-operate  with  her  in  the  war,  and 
was  expected  to  swell  her  numbers  to  an  equality 
with  the  force  of  the  enemv.  The  first  blow 
was  to  be  struck  in  Italy,  by  forcing  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Adige,  dislodging  the  enemy  from 
the  Miocio,  investing  Mantua  and    Peschara,  * 


and  detaching   a  bodv  of  troops  to  the  Po,    to  BOOK  III 
observe  the  south  of  Italy,  and  to  open  its  way  — — — 
to  the  Adda,  in  order  to  covet  the  blockades  or  P^^^l^\ 
sieges  of  these  places.    It  was  foreseen  that  in  ^^pr^!^ 
Germany  Austria  must    sustain  the  first  shock 
of  the  French   impetuosity,    without  the  aid  of 
her  imperial  ally;  it  was  therefore  determined 
that  the  Astrian  corps  should  enter  Bavaria,  and 
taking  a  strong  position  on  the  Lech,  await  the 
arriv^  of  the  Russians,  while  the  forces  in  the 
Tyrol  were  to  be  regulated  in  their  motions  by 
those  of  the  armies  of  Italy  and  Germany.* 

In  pursuance  of  this  plan  of  operations,  the 
Austrian  army  upon  the  Adige  was  increased  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men ;  and 
about  the  middle  of  September  the  Archduke 
Charles  quitted  Vienna  for  the  purpose  of  aasum* 
ing  the  command ;  at  which  period  the  French  • 
troops  in  Italy,  under  the  command  of  General 
Massena,  did  not  exceed  seventy  thousand  men. 
The  Austrian  army  in  Germany  waa  intrusted  to 
the  command  of  Field-marshal  Baron  Mack,  an 
ofiicer  that  had  for  a  considerable  time  enjoyed 
a  verv  powerful  influence  over  the  military 
councils  of  the  court  of  Vienna.  The  Austrian 
army  having  traversed  the  electorate  of  Bavaria, 
arrived  towards  the  end  of  September  on  the 
banks  of  the  Lech.  Abandoning  that  position 
,  immediately  afierwards^  they  advanced  to  the 
lUer,  and  detachments  were  pushed  towards 
Doneschinffen  and  Stockach,  and  into  the  duchy 
of  Wirtemberg.  Besides  the  two  armies  sta* 
tioned  on  the  Adige  and  in  Suabia,  a  considerable  . 
force  was  also  assembled  under  the  command  of 
the  Archduke  John  in  the  Tyrol,  which  was  des^ 
tined  to  act  as  the  events  of  the  campaign  might 
require.  Such  was  the  distribution  of  the  Aus- 
trian troops  about  the  conuneneement  of  the 
month  of  October. 

On  the  20th  of  September  Bonaparte  ar- 
rived at  ^trasburg :  on  the  same  day  the  greater 
part  of  the  French  army,  which  had  proceeded 
oy  rapid  marches  from  the  coast,  passed  the 
Rhine  at  Manheim,  Spires^  and  Durlach,  under 
the  command  of  Marsnals  Davoust,  Soult,  and 
Ney.  Marshal  Lannes  with  his  division,  and 
the  reserve  of  cavalry  under  Prince  Murat,  had 
crossed  the  river  on  the  preceding  day  at  Kehh 
The  French  army  of  Hanover,  consisting  of 
about  twenty  thousand  men,  and  commanded  by 
Marshal  Bemadotte,  having  marched  by  Got* 
tingen  and  Frankfort,  had  arrived  at  the  head-^ 
quarters  of  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  at  Wurtz* 
burg.  In  this  position  Bernadotte  was  soon 
after  joined  by  Greneral  Marmont  and  the  Gallo- 
Batavian  army,  which  had  crossed  the  Rhin^ 
at  Mentz  ;  and  by  this  union  the  force  collected 
at  Wurtzburg  amounted  ta  upwards  of  sixty 


*  (Sir  Arthur  Paget's  Correi^udeiioer 
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BOOK  III  thousand  men.      The  plan  of  operations  vrhicli 
,  —  Bonaparte  had  adopted  for  the  opening  of  the 

Chai».  TI.  campai^  was  of  a  most  masterly  character.  In 
^«^^v^^-^  order  to  avoid  the  difivcuUies  and  inconveniences 
1805  of  penetrating  tbrongfa  the  passes  of  the  Black 
Forest,  he  had  resolred  to  advance  along  the 
northern  Ixank  of  the  Daoiubey  and  passing  the 
river  below  the  position  of  the  Anstrians  to  in- 
terpose his  army  between  them  and  the  Rnsstan 
forcei^  It  was  with  a  view  to  this  movement 
that  Marshal  Bernadotte  and  General  Mafmont 
had  been  ordered  to  proceed  to  Wurtebarg. 
Ai  the  Austrian  commander  might  by  an  im- 
TDiediatiB  retreat  have  frustrated  the  success  of 
this  plan,  it  became  necessdry  that  the  ptojeot 
should  not  Only  be  disguised  from  the  impe-* 
rialnits;  but  should  be  executed  Vrith  the  utmost 
-  possible  rapidity.  Prince  Murat  was  therefore 
Ordered  lo  tDanoeuvre  ttear  the  passes  of  the 
Black  Forest,  in  order  to  deceive  the  Anstrians, 
and-  to  indnee  them  to  suppose  that  the  Fren<ih 
army  intended  to  force  its  way  in  that  dfrection* 
General  Maek  fell  into  the  snare,  afad  advanced 
with  the  greater  part  of  his  army  to  oppose 
the  tec^uiibil  of  this  de^igti.  He  had  already 
fortified'  Ihe  banks  of  the  Iller,  and  had  issued 
erden  to  strengthen  with- the  htmost  expedi- 
tion the  positions  of  Meihmingen  and  Ulm.  At 
length,  however,  he  discovered  his  error,  and 
was  eotepeUed  suddenly  to  change  all  his  plans. 
In  the  nlieafi  time,  the  Frenich  army  had  tra- 
-velTsed  with  almost  inafedible  rapidity  the  elec- 
torate of  Wirtomberg,  and  the  plains  of  Nord- 
linren;  and  en  the  16th  of  October,*  Marshal 
Soiilt  arrived,  it  the  head  of  his  division  on 
the  Danube,  at  Dduiwenh,  and  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  bridge  at  Munster.  On  the  8di) 
General  Marmont  reached  Neuberg,  having 
penetrated  through  the  Priissian  neutral  terri- 
tory of  Anspacfa,  and  shortly  after  Marshal 
B^madotte,  at  the  head  of  his  division,  arriTed 
4t  Ingolstadt  From  this  moment  the  issue  of 
the  campaign  was  decided.  The  army  undel* 
General  Mack  did  not  exceed  eighty  thousand 
inen  :  a  hostile  force  nearly  double  that  amount 
was  now  posted  in  his  rear ;  while  his  commu- 
nication with  the  Austrian  states,  and  with  the 
Russian  auxiliaries,  the  first  division  ef  which 
had  not  yet  arrived  on  the  Inn,  was  upon  the 
point  of  being  completely  intercepted. 

On  the  7th,  a  part  of  the  French  army 
passed  the  Danube  at  Don^werth,  and  the  divi- 
sion commanded  by  Marshal  Soult  extended 
itself  along  the  Lech  to  the  t?ity  of  Augsburg, 
and  .afterwards  to  Landsburg  and  Fiiessen,.  In 
the  mean  time  a  strong  detachment  from  the 
Austrian  army  was  ordered  to  advance  to  Wer- 
tingen,  for  the  purpose  of  observing  the  motion^^ 
and  checking  the  progress  of  the  enemy.  This 
fiorps  was  attacked  by  the  cavalry  under  Prince 


Miiraty^and  the  division  commanded  b^  General 
liannes.  The  Anstrians,  after  a  short  eont^st, 
in  which  they  sustained  considerable  less,  were 
compelled  to  rethre.  On  the  foliovring  day  a 
second  action  took  place  in  the  vicinity  ei  Gonts- 
burg ;  the  division  eommanded  by  Marshal  Ney 
attacked  the  Austrians  whd  were  advantageously 
posted  on  the  banks  of  the  Ihuiube^  and^  aifter 
a  sharp  conflict,  forced  the  passa^  of  t&e  river, 
and  remained  masters  of  the  bridges  and  strong 
position  of  Guvt^burg; 

General  Mack,  alarmed  by  Uie  acevunts 
which  he  received  of  the  strength  of  the  enemy, 
was  obliged  to  send  for  reinforcemelitB  to  ibe 
Italian  army.  Prince  Gfaarles  thud  sarw  biiiiflelf 
deprived  of  the  means  of  pm^soing  those  objipvts 
which  he  hoped  to  acoomplisk.  The  necessity 
however  was  ui^gent,  and  Ire  ordered^  though 
vrith  much  ill  bumpnr  and  reloctahcev  thirty  bat- 
talions to  march  to  the  supt>ort  of  the  Auatriaa 
atmy  in  Germany.  Of  tnis  force  a  part  only 
arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Iller )  some  detain- 
ments were  taken  by  the  eneiliy,  and  the  rest 
fell  back  upon  the  Tyrol.  The  Austrian  army 
was  stationed  on  the  banks  of  the  lUer,  from 
MemiDingen  to  the  Danube;  but  its  principal 
strength  was  collected  on  the  left  of  this  linoi  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Ulm ;  and  tlie  French  were 
rapidly  advancing  with  their  whole  force  to  that 
quarter.  The  situation  of  the  Austrians  became 
every  hour  more  and  more  c^'itical ;  they  found 
themselves  circumscribed  and  inclosed  on  every 
side ;  and  the  commander  saw  the  necessity  of 
endeavouring  to  dislodge  the.  enemy  from  some 
of  14s  positions.  Accordingly  on  the  11th  of 
October,  a  rigorous  attack  was  made  upon  a 
French  division  posted  under  the  command  of 
General  Ney  at  Albeck.  The  enemy  was  driven 
to  a  considerable  distance  along  the  banks  of  the 
Danube ;  and  the  event  of  the  day  was  highly 
honourable  to  the  Austrians.  But  no  important 
advantage  resulted  from  the  victory. 

After  the  battles  of  Guntxbarg  and  Werttn- 
gen,  Bonaparte  repaired  to  the  city  of  Augsburg, 
from  which  place  he  again  returned  on  the  ISth 
to  :the  camp  before  Ulm  $  when  he  issued  imme^ 
diate  orders  to  force  the  bridge  and  position  of 
Edilingen.  This  post,  of  gre&t  importance  in 
the  present  situation  of  the  armies,  was  defended 
by  a  body  of  sixteen  thousand  Austrians.  In  this 
bontent,  which  was  lon^  and  obstinate,  the  French 
charged  vrith  their  usual  impetuosity ;  while  the 
Anstrians  fought  with  all  the  fury  of  despair. 
Great  numbers  fell  on  both  sides ;  but  at  length 
the  Austrians  were  broken  and  driven  from  the 
field.  The  same  day,  after  a  series  of  sharp  and 
stubborn  conflicts,  the  French  trbops  nnder  Ge- 
neral LaAnespossessed  themselves  of  the  beigiMa 
of  Michel  Malgen  and  Kuhe,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Ulm,  while  en  the  other  side.  General  Marmont 
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ooeopied  the  bridges,  ai  tke  €«nlltieiice  of  the 
liler  and  the  Danvbe.  The  eitootion  «f  the 
A«8tri«n  army  was  vow  despenke ;  it  was  nearly 
iDciroied  by  the  eoemy,  and  oonpeHed  to  take 
refof^.withia  the  trails  of  Ulm.  Two  diTisions, 
vader  Generals  Hohensollem  and  Werneck,  had 
already  been  detad^d  from  the  main  amy,  and 
Ptrmee  Ferdinand,  desirous  to  resone  a  part  of 
the  troops  from  the  disgrace  of  a  capitulation, 
l^oed  himself  at  the  head  of  four  squadrons  of 
welUmounted  cavalry,  and  proceeded  with  the 
utmost  expedition  towards  Aaien. 

The  two  following  days  the  tVench  were 
employed  in  making  preparations  for  a  general 
assault.  The  city  was  surrounded  by  a  broad 
dhch  filled  with  water ;  and  though  ihe  fortifica^ 
tjons  were  weak  and  utiftnished,  yet  a  brave  and 
veleran  army,  censisting  of  more  than  thirty 
thousand  men,  might  have  made  a  fierce  and 
dreadfid  resistance.  Bonaparte,  eager  to  avail 
Umaidf  of  his  present  advantages  to  their  full 
extent,  issued  an  address  to  his  sdldiers  on  the 
15tb,  in  which  he  says,  <'  Merely  to  conquer  the' 
enemy  would  be  to  do  nothing  worthy  of  vour- 
^dves  or  of  your  emperor.  N^ol  a  man  should 
escape,  and  that  government  which  has  violated 
ail  its  engagements,  should  first  learn  its  catas- 
trophe by  your  arrival  under  ftie  walls  of  Vienna.** 
This  proclamation  was  immediately  followed 
by  a  summons  to  General  Mack  requiring  him 
to  capitulate,  and  threatening  in  case  of  re* 
fusal  to  storm  the  town.  Oto  the  night  of  the 
16th  there  arose  a  furious  tempest ;  the  waters 
of  the  Damuke  overflowed  their  banks ;  and  many 
of  the  bridges  upon  that  river,  and  among  the 
rest  the  bridge  of  Echlingen,  were  swept  away 
by  the  rapidity  of  the  torrent.  A  favourable  op- 
portunity was  thus  afibrded  to  the  Austrian  army 
to  endeavour  to  force  their  way  through  the  posts 
of  the  enemy ;  but  the  commander  was  deficient 
in  enterprise  and  activity,  and  this  unforeseen 
and  fortuitous  occurrence  was  sutBsred  to  pass 
unimproved. 

On  the  17th  the  terms  of  the  capitulation 
were  finally  settled.  The  garrison  was  allowed 
to  march  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  and  after 
filing  off  to  lay  down  their  arms.  The  field- 
officers  vrere  permitted  to  return  home  upon 
their  parole,  but  the  subalterns  and  soldiers  were 
sent  prisoners  to  France.  During  the  campaign 
which  preceded  and  accompanied  the  surrender 
of  Ulm,  the  -rain  fell  almost  without  intermis- 
sion. The  rivers  overflowed  their  banks,  and  the 
roads  became  almost  impassable.  Bonaparte, 
however  was  continually  in  the  midst  of  his 
troops;  he  encouraged  and  animated  them  to 
exertion;  he  shared  all  their  hardships  and 
privations,  and  distributed  upon  the  field  of 
battle  rewards  and  honours  to  these  who  had 
distinguished  themselves.    By  these  popular  acts 
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with  alacrity,  but  to  austain  with  cheerfulness  CaAr.  \1^ 
the  severest  toils.  On  the  Mth  the  Austrians, 
according  to  the  terms  of  a  convention  con-^ 
eluded  the  second  day  after  the  capitulation  of 
Ulm,  marched  out  of  that  city.  Bonaparte^ 
swrrounded  by  his  guards,  occupied  the  heights 
near  the  town,  and  was  a  witness  of  this  humi« 
Hating  scen«.  Thirty  thousand  men,  three  thou- 
sand of  whom  were  cavalry,  with  sixty  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  forty  stands  of  colours,  were  paraded 
before  ttie  victor.  Having  sent  for  the  Austrian 
generals,  and  kept  them  near  his  person  while 
the  troops  defilea,  he  complained  of  the  injustice 
and  a^rgression  of  the  emperor :  '^  I  desire  no- 
tJking,'*  said  he,  *''on  tne  continent.  France 
wants  only  ships,  colontes,  and  commerce ;  and 
it  'is  as  mudi  your  interest  as  mine  that  I  should 
have  them/*  To  this  effusion  General  Mack  is 
reported  to  have  replied,  that  **  the  Emperor  of 
Germany  did  not  wish  for  war,  but  was  com« 
pelled  to  entertain  hostile  views  by  Russia.*^ 
*^  If  thftt  be  ttie  case,  th^n,*'  said  Napoleon^ 
^  yon  ore  no  longer  a  power.'* 

Thus,  within  little  more  than  ten  days  a 
well-appointed  army,  consisting  of  upwards  of 
eighty  thousand  men,  commanded  by  gallant 
and  experienced  officers,  and  composed  of  the 
best  troops  in  the  Austrian  service,  was  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  inexplicable  errors  of  its  chief 
completely  dissipated.  In  addition  to  those  who 
perished  in  the  field  more  than  fifty  thousand 
were  made  prisoners  of  war ;  and  a  very  small 
portion  succeeded,  with  great  difficulty  and  the 
utmost  exertion,  in  effecting  tlieir  escape  into 
the  Austrian  territories. 

Information  of  the  disasters  in  Grermany| 
and  of  the  capitulation  of  Ulm,  was  conveyea 
to  Vienna  by  a  messenger  from  the  Archduke 
Ferdinand.  No  sooner  was  the  intelligence 
spread  through  the  city,  than  the  houses  were 
deset'ted,  nnn  the  inhabitants  crowded  into  the 
streets,  anxiously  inquiring  into  the  particulars 
of  this  disastrous  event  When  the  tiill  extent 
of  the  calamity  was  knovm  the  people  gave  vent 
to  their  feelings  in  the  bitterest  expressions  of 
indignation  and  rage.  They  saw  in  their  ap- 
prehensions the  French  already  at  their  gates. 
They  loudly  exclaimed  against  Ueneral  Mack  as 
the  author  of  their  misfortunes,  and  onenly 
charged  him  with  havine  betrayed  and  sold  his 
country  to  the  enemy.  The  emperor  made  every 
exertion  to  re*establtsfa  the  pmlic  confidence^ 
and  to  restore  the  tranquillity  of  bin  capital.  It 
was  ordered  that  all  persons  capable  or  bearing 
arms  should  be  trained  and  embodied,  and  thai 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciencies in  the  army.  Instructions  were  at  the 
same  time  issued  to  hasten  the  general  levy  in 
0  I 
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BOOK. Ill  Hungary ;  and  the  emperor  published  a  procla* 
■  mat  ion,  in  which  he  appealed  to  the  patriotism 

^^*  T^/  f^^  loyalty  of  bis  subjectsi  and  called  upon  them 
^^.  in  the  most  earnest  terms  to  unite  with  vigour 
for  the  protection  <xf  their  country  and  bis  throne. 
.  Immediately  after  the  capitulation  of  Ulm, 
the  most  active  exertions  were  made  by  the 
enemy  for  the  further  prosecution  of  tiie  cam- 
paign. The  first  diYision  of  tfie  Russians,  under 
the  command  of  General  Katusoff,  Jbad  already 
arrived  upon  the  banks  of  the  Inn,  aad  uniting 
itself  to  the  Austrians  in  that  quarter,  formed  an 
army  of  nearly  seventv  thousand  men.  It  was  of 
importance,  if  possible,  to  attack  this  force  be* 
fore  the  arrival  of  the  second  division,  and  with 
this  view  the  French  army  having  been  joined 
by  the  contingents  of  mvaria,  Baden,  and 
Wurtemburg,  crossed  the  Iser  at  three  different 
points,  and  advanced  by  rapid  marches  towards 
the  Inn.  The  arrangements  for  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  campugUi  on  the  immense 
theatre  of  war, ,  were  all  completed.  Marshal 
Ney^s  diviaion,  and  the  Bavairian  army,  were 
ordered  to  drive  the  Austrians  from  the  TyroK 
The  operations  in  the  Voralberg  were  entrusted 
to  Marshal  Augereau»  who  from  the  interior  of 
France  had  arrived  with  a  considerable  force  at 
Stockach;  and  General  Baragnay  de  Hilliers 
was  ordered  to  penetrate  into  Bohemia,  and  to 
observe,  the  motion  of  the  Austrians  to  the  east. 
The  French  army  which  was  advancing 
towards  the  Inn  cqpisisted  of  about  one  hundred 
and  ten  thousand  men,  while  the  allied  troops, 
stationed  upon  that  river,  scarcely  amounted  to 
seventy  thousand.  Judging  it  impolitic  to  basard 
an  action  with  vuch  a  disparity  of  strength,  the 
allies  determined  to  retire,  in  order  to  eflect 
a  junction  with  the  second  Russian  division, 
which  was  advancing  under  General  Buxh5vden. 
From  the  Inn,  the  combined  army  retired  behind 
the  Ems,  their  rear  occasionally  skirmishing 
with  the  advanced  guard  of  the  enenvy. 

In  this  situation  of  affairs,  the  emperor  of 
Austria  endeavoured  to  avert  the  evils  vrith 
which  he  was  menaced  by  negociation.  He  saw 
the  allied  army  compelled  to  retire  before  a 
superior  force ;  the  second  division  of  the  Rus* 
sians  was  still  at  a  distance ;  and  it  was  evident 
that  in  a  few  days  the  French  would  become 
masters  of  his  capital.  The  Count  de  Guilay 
accordingly  repaired  to  the  head-quarters 
of  the  enemy  at  Lintz,  to  propose  an  armis- 
tice, in  order  that  negociations  might  be  com- 
menced for  a  general  peace.  The  answer  of 
Bonaparte  was  concise  but  comprehensive :  He 
demanded  as  the  price  of  an  armistice,  that 
the  Russian  forces  should  return  hoine,  that  the 
Hungarian  levies  should  be  disbanded,  and  that 
the  Austrian  troops  should  withdraw  from  the 


duchy  of  Venice  and  the  Tyrol.  It  was 
that  to  accede  to  these  terms  would  be  to  place 
the  imperial  crown  at  the  raerey  of  Bonaparte ; 
the  emperor  therefore  resolved  still  to  struggle 
with  his  difficulties ;  and  to  trust  to  the  support 
of  his  allies,  to  the  fortune  of  his  house,  and  to 
the  seal  and  affection  of  his  i»eople. 

In  the  mean  time  the  principal  force  of  the 
enemy  advanced  by  Ems  and  Amstten,  while  the 
Russians^  still  eontttuing  their  retreat,  retired 
to  St,  Polteo.  At  Krems,  not  &r  from  that  place, 
there  is  a  bridge  over  the  Danube,  ¥rbich  is  the 
last  bridge  above  the  city  of  Vienna.  The  enemy 
had  detached  a  considerable  force  over  the  river, 
under  the  command  of  Marshal  Mortier,  who 
was  ordered  to  march  with  the  utmost  expedi- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  seizing  and  destroying 
the  bridge.  By  this  mancsuvre,  the  oommoni- 
cation  between  the  first  and  the  second  divi- 
sions of  the  Russian  army  would  havie  been 
completely  interecoKed ;  but  the  Russians,  aware 
of  the  design  of  the  enemy,  frustrated  its  exe- 
cution, and  after  a  rapid  maroh  from  St.  Poken 
to  K^rems,  crossed  the  river  at  that  plaee^  and 
laid  the  bridge  in  ruins.  It  was  now  eveniflg, 
and  the  situation  of  the  allies,  who  were  dooely 
pressed  upon  the  side  of  the  Stein,  became  ex- 
tremely critical.  It  was  necessary  to  force  the 
enemy  from  hi^  position.  Accordingly,  at  day- 
break on  the  following  morning,  the  Russian 
army  having  formed  itself  into  three  columns, 
advanced  against  the  French  lines  with  the 
utmost  impetuosity ;  and  after  a  smart  oon- 
test  put  the  enemy  to  the  rout  in  every 
direction.  In  this  engagement  great  numbera 
of  the  French  were  slain ;  many  escaped  in  the- 
vessels  that  had  been  collected  on  tiie  river  ;  and 
about  two  thousand  men,  with  a  large  proportion- 
of  officers  were  taken  prisoners.  T^iis  victory,, 
so  important  in  the  present  situation  of  the 
army,  was  obtained  without  any  considerable 
loss  on  the  part  of  the  Russians.  ,l*here  fell, 
however,  in  the  heat  of  the  engagement,  the 
Austrian  Field-nuirshal  Schmidt,a  veteran  officer 
of  great  bravery  and  merit,  and  whose  deatb 
fill^  the  array  with  regret 

Bonaparte  now  removed  his  head  quarters 
to  the  beautiful  abbey  of  Molk,  buUt  by  tiie 
Emperor  Commodus,  and  celebrated  for  having 
been  one  of  the  posts  of  the  Romans.  In  the 
vaults  of  this  magnificent  building,  he  found  pro- 
digious stores  of  eaiceUent  Hungarian  wine,, 
which  proved  of  great  service  to  his  army. 
From  this  moment,  the  fate  of  tb6  Austrian  capi- 
tal was  decided.*  The  great  road  to  Vienna 
lay  open ;  and  it  was  impossible  to  attempt  the 
defence  of  the  city  without  the  walls.  The  c<HUi^ 
the  nobility,  and  all  those  who  could  provide  the 
means  of  flight,  bad  abandoned  the  city.    The 
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utmost  agitatioo  and  confusion  preYailed,  and 
the  pubtio  anxiety  became  intense  from  the 
accounts  which  were  daily  and  hourly  received,  of. 
the  rapid  advance  of  the  enemy.  But  when  the 
people  were  informed,  that  the  Ruasian  army,  on 
which  they  reposed  their  last  and  only  reliance, 
had  passed  the  Danube  and  left  the  capital  to  its 
fiate,  they  abandoned  themselves  to  despair. 

On  the  9th,  a  deputation  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Vienna,  with  Prince  Sinaendorf  at  its  head, 
repaired  to  the  French  camp,  to  declare  the 
si&peror's  intention  to  deliver  up  the  metropolis, 
in  order  to  prtoerve  the  people  from  impending 
distress ;  and  that  in  so  aoing,  he  fully  relied  on 
the  justice  and  generosity  of  Bonaparte,  to  carry 
his  benevolent  wishes  into  execution.  The  depu- 
ties were  received  by  Prince  Murat  with  atten* 
tion  aad  respect;  and  after  a  short  conference, 
in  which  they  obt^dned  the  stronf^est  assurances 
of  protection,  they  returned  to  Vienna.  Murat, 
in  Gonsequence  of  the  amneements  which  had 
been  previously  made,  immediately  entered  the 
€ity»  and  his  troops  were  conducted  to  the  quar- 
ters which  had  been  assigned  for  their  aocom* 
modation. 

The  Austrian  force,  which  had  retired  from 
Vienna  upon  the  iq;>proaoh  of  the  enemy  amount- 
ed to  about  ten  thousand  men;  and  having 
croaeed  the  Danube,  they  proceeded  towards 
Moravia,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  junction 
with  the  Russians.  The  French  arrived  at 
Vienna  in  successive  divisions,  and  passed 
through  that  city  with  the  utmost  expedition 
in  pursuit  of  the  Russians.    On  the  14th,  Bona- 

Earte  himself  arrived  at  Vienna,  and  took  up 
is  residence  in  the  castle  of  Schoeobrunn,  a 
small  palace  built  by  the  Empress  Maria  Theresa. 
80  rapid  had  been  the  progress  of  the  French, 
and  such  was  the  consternation  which  prevailed, 
that  no  effectual  measures  had  been  adopted  for 
the  removal  of  the  artillery  and  military  stores 
from  the  city,  in  consequence  of  which  neglect, 
two  thousand  pieces  of  cannon,  two  hundred 
thousand  muskets,  and  ammunition  of  every 
description,  besides  other  articles  of  immense 
value,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The 
French  were  now  in  complete  possession  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Austria,  and  it  became  neces- 
sary to  establish  a  provincial  administration  for 
the  government  of  these  extensive  conquests. 
For  this  purpose  a  code  of  regulations  was  soon 
prepared,  and  General  Clarke  was  appointed 
governor-general  of  the  districts.    These  im- 

fortant  arrangements  having  been  completed, 
lonaparte  left  Vienna  and  repaired  to  the  army 
in  Moravia.  The  French  patroles  of  cavalry 
were  already  at  the  gates  of  Presburg ;  and  a 
party  of  these  troops  intercepted  a  courier  from 
Vienna,  by  whose  dispatches  they  learned  that  the 
Archduke  Charles^  on  hearing  of  the  disastera 
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at  Ulm,  had  quitted  the  Italian  territory,  and  was  BOOK  III 
hastening  with  his  army  to  the  relief  of  Vienna.  ' 

On  the  18th  of  October,  the  Italian  cam-  p^i^:^ 
paign  was  opened  upon  the  Adige.  The  Aus- 
trian amnr  was  strongly  posted  at  Veronetta,  a 
suburb  of  the  city  of  Verona,  situated  upon  the 
left  bank  of  the  river ;  while  the  French  troops, 
under  the  command  of  Marshal  Massena,  occu- 
pied the  city  upon  the .  opposite  bank  of  the 
Adige.  Th^  communication  between  Verona 
and  its  sobtirb  was  by  means  of  two  bridges, 
the  new  bridge  and  the  bridge  of  the  old  castle ; 
and  both  parties  had  guarded  against  the  pas- 
sage of  these  bridges  by  strong  works  rabed  at 
the  opposite  extremities.  The  Arcfadnhe  Charies 
foono  himself  so  far  weakened,  in  consequence  of 
the  reinforcements  which  he  had  dispatched  for 
the  support  of  General  Mack,  that  he  was  no 
longer  in  a  condition  to  undertake  offensive 
operations  against  the  position  of  the  enemy; 
the  attack  was  therefore  begun  by  the  French, 
and  Massena  determined  to  force  a  passage  over 
the  bridge  of  the  old  castle.  After  a  fierce  and 
obstinate  strugrie,  the  French  general  forced  the 
passage  of  the  bridge,  and  made  himself  master 
of  thei,  Austrian  intrenobments  upoi^  the  opposite 
bank  of  the  river.  The  Austrian  army,  how 
ever,  still  maintained  its  position  in  Veronetta, 
and  several  days  dajpsea  without  any  further 
attack ;  but  the  Archdfuke  Charles  having,  in  the 
the  mean  time,  obtained  information  of  the  dis- 
aster at  Ulm,  prepared  to  fall  back  with  his  force 
towards  Vienna.  It  was  impossible  that  these 
preparations  should  escape  the  observation  of 
the  enemy,  and  it  was  not  till  after  an  arduous 
contest  that  the  Archduke  made  good  his  retreat^ 
and  took  up  a  pontion  under  cover  of  the  re- 
doubts of  Caldiero.  During  these  operations, 
General  Hiliioger,  to  whom  was  confided  the 
command  of  an  Austrian  column,  consisting  of 
about  five  thousand  men,  was  separated  firom  the 
main  army«  and  after  exhausting  every  effort  to 
extricate  himself  from  his  difl&culties,  was  obliged 
to  capitulate  with  his  whole  corps.  The  enemy, 
still  continuing  the  pursuit  of  the  army  of  the 
Archduke,  arrived  upon  the  Isonzo,  having  made 
himself  master  of  the  Austrian  magaxines  at 
Palma  and  Udine ,  and  from  this  position  Gene- 
ral Massena  ordered  a  detachment  to  proceed 
to  the  left,  towards  Viliach,  for  the  purpose 
of  opening  a  communication  with  the  grand 
army. 

While  the  Archduke  Charles  continued  his 
retreat,  the  contending  armies  in  the  Tyrol  and 
the  Voralberg  were  pursuing  their  operations. 
G^ieral  Ney,  with  bis  corps,  amounting  to 
seventeen  thousand  men,  after  having  qmtted 
the  neighbourhood  of  Memmingen,  took  a  course 
towards  Upper  Bavaria*  On  tiie  4th  of  Nov«n- 
ber,  this  genenil  arrived  in  the  environs  of 
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HOOK  ni  Partesdurdt,    and  on  the  5fliy  commenced  an 
■  attack  on  the  strongly  fortified  position  of  Sehar- 

Chap.  VI.  ni^29  situated  two  leagues  to  the  south  of  Mit- 
^^^^^T?^  tenwald.    To  these  moveiDents  ttie  militia  and 
^^^      sharp-shooters,  as  well  as  the  lecy^en^masse  of 
the  Tyrol,  favouved  by  the  nature  ^of  the  conn- 
try,  opposed  a  long  and  ;obstinate  resistance ; 
^  but,  sater  a. gallant  struggle,  this  brave  band  of 

patriots  was  at  length  oUtged  to  give  way ;  and 
the  fortress  of  fiohairnitc,  with  eighteen  hundred 
prisoners,  -one  standard,  and  fifteen  field-pieces, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.    On  the  l^th, 
General .  Ney    marched  through  Lecfield   and 
Zierl,  and  after  forcing  the  Archduke  John  to 
abandon  his  position  on  the  stppendous  moun- 
tains of  Bremier,  took  possession  of  inspruok, 
the  papital  of  Upper  Austria.    In  the  last  war, 
the  76(h  regiment  of  the  French  line  had  lost  two 
standards  in  the  Grisons,  and  on  their  arrival  in 
Insprudc,  on  the  present  occasion,  a  scene  oc- 
curred which  deeply  afi*ected  the  feelings  of  every 
soldier.    On  entering  the  city,  an  officer  of  the 
76th,  rerogaized  in  the  arsenal  the  proofs  of  the 
iaroished  honoivr  of  his  regiment ;  as  soon  as 
ibis  discovery  was  made  known,  all  the  soldiers 
of  his.  corps  jnn  .with  eagerness  to  the  places 
where  the  standards  were  deposited,  and  eshi- 
biled  jfor  some  .time,  tbe  most  extravagant  kidi* 
nations  of  joy ;   some  of  the  soldiery  danced 
round  the  colours,  and  rent  the  air  with  their 
acclamations,  while  others,  with  tears  in  their 
eyes,  emhraoed  these  lost  companions  of  their 
glory,  and  'renewed  their  oaths  never  ujo^ain  to 
suffer  them  to  be  torn  from  their  ranks.    During 
the  short  but  vigorous  campaign  at  the  Tyrol, 
an  Austrian  column,  under  the  command  of  the 
Prince  de  Rohan,   had  been  totally  separated 
from  the  main  army  by  the  manoeuvres  of  the 
French  in  that  country.    Unwilling  to  surrender 
without  an  effort,  the  Prince  detw mined,  if  pos- 
sible, to  effect  a  junction  with   the  Archduke 
Charles   by  traversing   the    mountains  'which 
separate  the  Tyrol  from  Italy ;  but  finding  him- 
self surrounded  by  the  troops  of  General  Par- 
tcmealix  and  General  Regnier,  and  discovering 
that  bis  position  was  turned  by  General  8t.  Cyr, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Castol- Franco,  he  was 
forced  to  capitulate,  and  six  thousand  infantry, 
one  hundred  cavalry,  six  standards,  and  twelve 

Ii^eces  of  cannon,  with  a  considerable  quantity  of 
>(ggfl^  wd  ammunition,  fell  into  the  possession 
of  the  enemy. 

The  ddfence  of  the  Voralberg,  had  been 
enfarustfid  to  the  Austrian  Gieneral  Jellachich, 
who  was  dispatehed  for  that  purpose  from  tlie 
main  army  in  Suabia,  previously  to  the  fitll  of 
Ulm..  In  this  service  he  was  opposed  by  Mar- 
shal Augereau,  at  the  head  of  a  very  superior 
force.  A  series  of  sharp  encounters  immediately 
ifH>k  place,  and  the  Austrians  were,  driven  in 


succession  from  position  to  position,  till  at  length 
the  concert  of  their  movements  beinj^  broken, 
tiieir  columns  were  separated,  and  the.  com- 
mander-in-chief, with  a  force  of  from  eight  to 
ten  thousand  men,  found  himself  compelled  to 
capitulate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Feldkirk. 
The  whole  of  the  Voralbergj  Phidentc,  and  the 
entire  distriet  of  Arlemberg,  together  vrith 
the  Austrian  arsenals  and  magazines  in  those 
territories,  were  t(has  surrender^  to  the  enemy, 
and  it  was  agreed  Ihkt  tiie  troops  should  not 
serve  either  against  France  or  Ital j  for  one  year 
from  the  date  of  the  capitulation. 

The  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  Anspach 
by  the  French  troops  under  the  command  of 
General  Mamont,  had  excited  a  deep  sensation 
at  Berlin  ;  and  the  people  of  Prussia  were  still 
more  exasperated  than  their  government.      The 
immediate    result  of  Bonapsrte*s  contempt  for 
the  representative  of  the  great  Frederick,  was* 
a  permission  given  by  that  sov^reig^  to  a  large 
bodyof  Russians  to  march  Uirough  his  dominions. 
The  insult  which  the  French  ruler  had  given  to 
the  Pntfssian  power  eflfected  what  the  aHies  had 
endeavoured  in  vain  to  accomplish,  und  ontnstanC 
determination  was  taken  to  enter  into  the  war. 
In  order  to  encourage  -this  resolntton  the  British 
ministry  sent  Lord  Harrowby  to  Beritn  with  the 
most  liberal  offers  of  pecunfary  assistance ;  and, 
on  the  MUh  of  Octobcn*,  the  Emperor  Alexander, 
full  of  seal  for  the  cause  in  wnich  he  was  en- 
gaged, visited  the  Pruissian  monarch,  by  whom 
be  was  welcomed  with  great  cordiality,  and  re- 
ceived with  princely  distinction.    The  design  of 
the  emperor  was  to  induce  the  king  to  enter  with 
spirit  into  the  views  of  the  confederates,    The 
two  sovereigns  from    this  moment  acquired  a 
mutual  esteem  for  each  other  ;  and  swore  on  the 
tomb  of  the  great  hero  of  Brandenburg  to  main- 
tain an  unalterable  friendship.    Apathy  seemed 
for  a  moment  to  melt  away  in  the  fierce  beams  of 
resentment  against  the  common  foe,  and  from 
one  extremity  of  the  Prussian  dominions  to  ttie 
other,  preparations  for  vigorous  action  began  to 
prevail.    The  armies  of  the  Prussian  monarchy, 
were,  without  delacy,  put  on  the  war  establish- 
ment ;'and  several  large  1>odies  of  troops  actually 
marched  to  the  south,  and  approached  the  scene 
ofacGon.    This  force  consisted  of  no  less  than 
seven  corps  in  exceUent  condition ;  and  amounted 
together  to  two  hundred  and  twenty  squadrons 
of  horse,  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  battalions 
of  infantry,  twelve  companies  of  chasseurs,  forty 
batteries  of  heavy  ordnance,  and  twelve  divisions' 
of  flying  artillery.    But  the  cabinet  of  BethvL 
soon  relapsed  into  its  former  system.    Before 
any    decisive    steps  could   be  taken,   General 
Mack  had  capitulated ;  and  the  Austrian  army 
was  completely  dispersed.    These  events   dis- 
posed Prussia  to  listen  to  terms  of  acconsmedtr- 
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tion  ;  aod  Count  Hani^tx  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed to  ihe  head»«|ttartef9  of  the  Prench  army* 
TIio  monent  of  action  bad  been  suffered  to  pass ; 
ivbea  the  Count  arrived  at  Vienna,  Bonaparte 
was  master  of  Upper  and  Lower  Austria,  in 
possession  at  ihe  ^eater  pari  of  the  ioaperial 
resources;  and  in  a  s^ate  to  nyeet  the  in* 
tervention  of  Prussia^  as  well  as  to  deride  her 
>fengeanee. « 

it  was  a  pari  of.  the  plan  of  operations  eon* 
oerted  by  the  allies,  to  create  a  powerfel  di- 
version in  the  north  of  Germany ;  and  if  an 
armr  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand  men  had  en- 
t^ed  the  Hanoverian  territory  towards  the  close 
of  the  month  of  September,  General  Bernadotte 
would  have  been  kept  in  check,  and  prevented 
frprn  marchiag  to  the  Danube*  The  Kin^  of 
Sweden,  notwithstanding  his  professed  eafrer* 
Bess  to  take  the  field,  and  his  antipathy  to  the' 
French  emperor,  did  not  effect  a  laodinn^  with' 
hi»  army  at  Stralsund  uutil  the  3d  of  Novem- 
ber, and  extraordinary  as  it  may  appear,  the 
Eeglish  force  meant  to  co-operate  with  tho 
Swedes,,  did  not  arrive  at  the  place  of  rendes-' 
vpQs  until  the  critical  situation  of  the  allied 
atrmy  pointed  out  the  urgent  expedicBey  of  an 
immediate  separation  and  return. 

In  every  stage  of  this  unfortunate  campaign 
there  appears  to  have  been  a  deplorable  defi- 
ciency of  energy  and  foresight.  Soon  after  the  . 
brefkkiog  out  of  the  war  an  army,  amouating  to 
upwards  of  fifteen  thousand  English  and  Rus- 
sian iro^pa  was  assembled  in  the  Mediterranean, 
wilh  the  professed  design  of  co-operating  with 
the  Austnun  army  in  Italy,  or  of  effecting  a 
tH>werful  .diversion  in  their  favour.  Instead  of 
uJidiBg  ifb  the  Venetian  territory  at  an  early 
period  of»tuie  compaign,  and  supplying  the  place 
of  those  battalions  which  Jfae  Archduke  Charles 
bad  found  it  necessarv  to  dispatch  to  the  aid 
pf  General  Miiok,  a  landing  was  not  effected 
till  the  middle  of  November,  in  the  neutral  ter- 
ritorv  of  Naples,  and  at  a  distance  of  several 
hundred  miles  from  the  nearest  position  of  the 
enemy#  Here,  as  might  have  been  foreseen, 
this  powerful  auxiliary  force  remained  entirely 
inactive,  and  its  only  effect  was  to  irritate  the 
Neapolitan  government  by  the  violation  of  a  oeu* 

tral  territorv. 

Marshal  Davoust,  leaving  the  principal  part 
of  the  French  army  at  Vienna,  proceeded  with 
his  division  towards  Presburg.  On  his  arrival 
in  the  vicinity  of  that  city  he  received  overtures 
.from  Count  Palfy  the  governor,  in  the  name  of 
the  Archduke  Palatine,  proposhig  tliat  the  mi«' 
litary  preparations  in  Hungary  should  be  discon- 
tiaued  oh  condition  thai  the  French  general 
would  guarantee  the  neutrality  of  that  kingdom. 
To  this  proposal  Marshal  Davoust  yielded  a 
jpeady  acquiescence :  and  the  uriacipal  resources 
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of  the  bouse  of  Austria  were  thus  reduced  to  the  BOOK  lit 

army  which  the  Archduke  Charles  bad  with  so - 

much  skill  and  bravery  conducted  in  the  face  of  ^<'ap.  VI; 
superior  numbers  from  the  Adige  to  the  Danube,  ^"^T^JT?^ 
and  to  the  small  force  of  Prince  John  of  Lich««      '^^^ 
tenstein,  which    had  united  itself  to  the  first 
division  of  the  Russian  army. 

Priaee  Murat,  vrith  the  French  cavalry 
under  his  ccAnmand,  having  crossed  the  Danube 
at  Vienna,  came  up  vrith  the  allied  army  of  the 
Austrians  and  Russians  at  Hollabrtia.  By  these 
movements  the  situation  of  General  Kutusoff^s 
army  became  ettrem«ly  potions.  Perceiring 
the  difiicMlties  of  his  situation,  he  sent  the  Baron 
de  Wintsingerode  to  Prince  Murat  to  propose 
terms  of  rapitulatioB*;  and  a  convention;  subject 
to  the  ratification  of  Bonaparte,  was  concluded^ 
by  which  it  was  stipulated  that  the  Russian  army 
should  retire  by  a  prescribed  route -out  of  the 
Austrian  dominions  into  tiietr  own  territorv; 
but  Bonaparte,  conceiving  tlie  Russians  fo  be 
in  bis  power,  and  desirous  to  signalize  himself 
by  a  complete  victory  over  their  army,  refused 
to  ratify  the  cooventioii.  In  the  mean  time,^ 
General  KuUisoff  had  retifed  with  the  utmost  * 
expedition  to  Znaim,  leaving  the  division,  under 
Prinee  Bagration  opposed  to  the  enemy.  The 
determination  of  Bonaparte  not  to  ratify  the 
convention  was  commuaioated  to  the  prince 
vrithout  delay,  and  upon  the  ex|Hration  of  the 
time  limited  for  the  suspension  of  hostilities^ 
his  division,  consisting  of  six  thousand  men, 
Was  surrounded  and  attacked  by  a  French  force 
thirty  thousand  strong.  The  prince,  who  had 
embraced  the  magnanimous  resolution  to  cut  his 
way  through  the  enemy,  succeeded  after  dis«* 
playing  prodigies  of  valour,  and  arrived  with 
comparatively  little  loss  at  the  head-quarters 
of  Wischau.     " 

On  the  18th  of  November,  Bonaparte  en- 
tered Zuaim,  where  the  Rnssians  in  their  harry 
and  retreat  to  BrUnn,  had  been  compelled  to  leave 
their  rick,  besides  a  large  supply  of  flour  and 
other  provisions.  General  Sebastian!,  to  whose 
brigade  of  dragoons  the  pursuit  of  the  retreat-^ 
ing  Russian  torce  was  confided,  favoured  by 
the  extensive  plains  of  Moravia,  cut  off  several 
corps  of  their  rear- guard,  and  made  two  thou* 
sand  prisoners.  In  the  mean  time  the  cavalry 
force,  under  Prince  Murat,  advanced  to  Brtinn, 
vriiich  was  evacuated  on  their  approach,  and 
by  the  possession  of  whiqb  they  became  masters 
of  sixty  pieces  of  cannon,  immense  stores  of 
powder,  and  a  very  seasonable  supply  of  com, 
meal,  and  clothing.  On  the  20tb,  Bonaparte 
arrived  at  Briinn,  and  received  a  deputation 
from  the  Moravian  states  with  a  bishop  at  their 
head.  The  French  pursued  their  advantages 
in  every  direction.  Ncy  was  already  master  of 
I,  and  General  Bernadotte  occupied  Iglau^ 
6  K 
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DOCK  111  on  line  oa»ftii«H  9t  B^iieaiiA.  Many  pris^Mn^ 
and  rowoh  haggi^gq  fell  into  tbeir  hands  in  neveral 
petty  aflGiirs  bcrtw^^en  tM  SQili  and  the  33d,  on  the 
latter  of  wbioh  d»ye  they  had  pnahed  ibeir  re^ 
cQonpiterif^  parties  to  the. fates  of  Oloauta. 

The  QQaihiae4  fiircea  at  that  plaee  aiaointed 
to  about  one  hundred  tbouiand  inea  ;  Ibe  Rua^ 
aieAs  fpriDed  the  greater  pari  <tf  (hie  aiimber ; 
^r  the  remniAt  of  the  AnatriaA  aroiy,  which  waa 

eaced  under  the  commaAd  9f  Prince  Jhkm  of 
iehtensteio^  did  not  e«eee4  twtQty*five  thou- 
•and  effecAite  soldiersy  and  of  this  number   a 
eonatderaUe  proportion  were  raw  leviea,   har« 
taeeed  by  conataot  et&eriioM,  dispirited  by  defeat, 
and  enfeebled  by  eontinnak  pnyationa.*     The 
eondition  of  the  RusMUi  ttocqis  was  still  moro 
vnfaYOurable.     Sxliaiisted  by  forced  oarchesi 
and    reduced  by  hunger   and  fatigue^  dearth, 
misery,  and  deseUtion,  encircled  the  armiea  of 
iiJae  coalesced  sovereigoa*    The  proTineea  to  a 
great  distance  around,  them  wer^  wasted.    The 
tetdl  failure  of  proTisiMia  and  farsge  was  alone 
sufficient  to  preTent  them  fma  maintaining  the 
poaitioa  before  Olmiitai,  or  to  take  another  sta- 
tion further  in  the  rear;  and  tia  altecnatiie  re«» 
mained  but  to  eemiaii  the  fortunes  of  the  cam- 
paign to  the  last  de^ierate  valonr  of  theur  troops. 
A  genial  battle  had  tberefct e  become  indispen- 
aible*  but  it  was  neceisnry  to  gain  time  for  the 
purpose  of  cooeeiitrating  their  forces,  and  to 
^aabk  the  Russiana  la  present  a  numerous  and 
imposing  front  to  the  enemy.    Delays  indeed, 
was  the  object  of  both  parties*;  Bemadotte  had 
IU>t  yet  joined  Bonaparte  ;  and  whateTer  opinion 
may  be  formed  of-  FreMh  tactics,   they  have 
always  been  peculiarly  studious  to  obtain  the  ad« 
irantage  of  physical  strength  and  the  power  of 
numbers.    Much  diplomatic    artifice  seema  to 
ha^e  been  resorted  to  on  both  sides. .  As  soon  as 
Bonaparte  was  apprised  of.  the  arrival  ef  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  in  his  oamp,   he  sent   his 
aid-de<*camp,   General  Satary,.  to    compliment 
that  prince  in  terms  of  the  most  courteous  civi- 
lity, and  to  propose  to  him  an  interview.     The 
imperial  sovereign  dechaed  a  personal  confer-^ 
ence»  b^t  he  suffered  the  French  General  to  re- 
■lain  within  hialinea  for  three  successive  days, 
where  he  did  not  fail  to  avail  himself  of  the  ad«« 
vantages  presented  by  his    singular  situation* 
Although  the  Emperor  Alexaader  did  not  choose 
ta  meet  Bonaparte  in-  persos,  he  sent  his  aid- 
de-camp.  Prince  Dobgcuruaki,  to  explain  his  sen* 
timents  to  the  Frendi  chief.    In  the  meantime 
Savary  had, returned  lathe  French  camp,  and 
reported  to  Ms  master  the  observations  which  he 
had  been  so  indiscreetly  allowed  to  make.    Na« 
poleon  was  informed  ^t  the  Russian  generals, 
m  spite  of  the  deploaable  state  of  their  troops^ 


reUed  tnUy  on  themsrivea;  and  that  prasnmp^ 
tion,  imprudenee,,  aad^  indiseretiett   veigsed  in 
tlieir  military  couneib.    AvaiKng  hianetfoftUs 
inlelligenee,  he  issued  orders  for  hia  army  to  re* 
tire,  as  if  agprahensive  of  an  engagement  with 
so  formidaUe  an  enemy*    Im  order  ta  strengthen 
this  impression,  the  retreat  was  made  undercover 
of  the  nighty  and  the  Frenoh  army  took  «p  a 
strong  position  about  ten  miles  in  the  rear  of  its 
former  atatiott.^    Here  the  troo|ia  began  to  throw 
up  intrenchments,  and  toform  batteries^  as  if  for 
the  piwposeof  defending  themselves  against  the 
attacks  of  a  hoattle  army*     Evei^  thiog  wore 
the  iq>pearance  of  alarm  and  oonfiaaioiK      When 
Prince  Dobgwttski  made  his  appearance,  Bona- 
parte, aa.if  anxious  to  concesl  from  the  obser** 
vation    of  the  prince,   both  the  temper  of  his 
army,  and  the  measnres. which  be  had  adopted, 
received  him,  contrary  to  his  general  practice,  at 
his  out*pests.     Preparations  bad  been   artfoUy 
made  for  this  interview.     Wherever  the  Roasian 
directed  his  eye,  be  discovered  the  symptoms  of 
anxiety,  and  dismay.    The  troops  were  labouring 
with  .the  ntmnat  activity  '  at  the  intrenclraients, 
all    the  posts    were    doubled;    every    precan- 
tion  semned  to  be  taken  to  guard  against  sur« 
prise  ;  and  so  completely  was  the  aid^de-camp 
ef  the  Emperor  Alejiander  impressed  with  the 
belief  that  the  French  army  was  on  the  eve  of 
its  ruin^  that  as  a  preliminary  arrangement  to 
pacification,  he  propcMied  to  Bonaparte  to  place 
Belgium  at  the  disposal  of  the  aUies,  and  to  re« 
sign  the  throne  of  Italy  to  the  King  of  Sardinia. 
These  dispositions  appear  to  have  been  attended 
with  the  desired  effect.     The  eonfidence  of  tte 
Russians  increased ;  they  eoneidered'thevietorf 
as  -secure,  and  were  anxious  only  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  the  enemy.    The  head-qoai^m  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  and  the  Emperor  ef  Ger* 
many  w«re  removed  to  AuaterKte,  and  M.  de 
Kutusoff,   the   commander-in-chie^    ordered    a 
powerful  division  to  march  to  the  left,  for  the 
purpose  of  turning  the  right  flank  of  the  French 
army.    The  confederates  executed  the  orders  of 
their  generalissimo  in  five  cohimas.     The  first, 
under  Lieutenant-general  Doehtorow,  took  pes* 
session  of  the  emmences  of  Klein -bostieradeck  ^ 
and   a  regiment  of  chasseurs  occupied  Aujest, 
situated  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  near  the  lake 
of  Menitz.    The  second,  led  by  Lieutensnt-gene- 
rai  Langeron,  posted  itself  on  the   heights   of 
Pratzen  to  the  right  of  the  first  column.    The 
third,  commanded  by  Lieuteaant^general  Pizi- 
bischewski,'  tack  its  position  on  the  same  moun* 
lain^to  the  right  of  the  village  of  Pktitsen.     The 
fomrth,  nuder  the  orders  of  Lientenant-general 
KoUowrath,  partly  intersected  the  heights  fi^ 
Ansterlitz  to  BrUnn,  and  partly  stationed  itself 
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in  th^  rear  of  the  third  colimii.  The  fifth  con- 
sisted of  eatalry,  and  was  under  Ae  direction  of 
Pirlnee  John  of  Lichtenstehi.  It  followed  the 
eoorse  of  the  third  oolatnn^  behind  whieh  k  was 
HcNrmed  under  the  moukitains.  The.Graiid  Duk« 
Constantine  drew  up  the  reserTe  on  the  htih 
near  Austerlitz,  a  tittle  to  the  rear  of  the  whole 
army ;  while  Prince  Bafration  threw  forward  the 
tehranced  corps  by  Holubits  and'Blasowils  $ 
Hk  order  to  gWe  fiioility  to  the  third  and  fourOi 
eotamns  in  marching  on  their  pointii  of  destina^ 
tion ;  and  Lieutenant-general  Kienmayer  pro* 
eeeded  by  Pratzen  to  the  front  of  Anjest.  The 
head^quarters'  Were  established  at  Krzenowits* 
No  attempt  was  nfiade  to  tutermpt  these  motions ; 
and  the  enemy  even  withdrew  bis  Tidettes  as  fiit 
as  TellnirE  and  9okolnitfe. 

Bc^aparte  saw  from  the  heights  of  Scbia* 
panits  with  inexpressible  joy,  the  whole  of  the 
movements  of  the  allied  army,  and'  turning  to 
bis  arttendants  repeatedly  explaimed,  **  Before 
to-morrow  night  that  army  win  be  in  my  power.**^ 
This  prediction  proved  but  too  true.  The  Rus- 
sians continued  their  march  at  a  short  distance 
along  the  front  of  the  French  lines.  The  enemy 
still  preserved  the  «ame  cautious  and  timid 
appearance ;  his  troops  reteained  inactive  in  tiieir 
respective  stations ;  and  Murat,  having  advanc- 
ed at  the  head  of  a  small  body  of  cavahry  into 
the  plain  between  the  two  armies,  instantly 
Retired  with  the  utmost  speed,  as  if  astonished  at 
the  force  and  confounded  by  the  movements  of 
the  allies. 

'  When  the  day  bad  closed,  Bonaparte  deter- 
mined  to  proceed  on  foot  and  incogmto  through 
the  several  quarters  of  his  camp,  for  the  purpose 
of  discovering  the  temper,  dispositions,  and 
opinions  of  his  arinv.  His  person,  however, 
was  soon  recognizeo,  and  in  an  instant  liglited 
straw  was  raised  upon  a  thousand  poles.  It  was 
tiie  eve  of  th^  anniversary  of  his  coronation,  and 
eighty  thousand  men  presenting  themselves 
b^ore  their  emperor,  rent  the  slms  with  accla- 


mations. Upon  his  return  fo  his  tent,  he  made 
the  dispositions  and  issued  the  necessary  orders 
for  battle.  Marshal  Davoust  was  directed  to 
march  with  the  utmost  expedition  to  Bitygem, 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  Russians  in  check 
upon  the  right,  and  General  Gndin  was  ordered 
to  advance  at  break  of  day,  with  his  corps  from 
Nicolsburgfa,  to  oppose  that  part  of  the  Kosstan 
division  which  should  extena  itself  beyond  the 
position  of  Davoust.  The  command  of  the  right 
wing  of  the  army  which  was  stationed  next  to 
Davoust*s  corps,  was  entrusted  to  Marshal 
Soult.  Marshal  Bernadotte  commanded  the 
centre,  and  Marshal  Lannes  the  left,  the  flank 
of  the  latter  being  protected  by  the  position  of 
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eighteen  pieces  of  cannon.   .  The  whole  of  the  — ' * 

cavalry,  under  the  command  (rf  Prince  Murat,  Ohap.  Tf. 
was  posted  between  the  left  wing  and  the  centre.  ""^f^AjT^ 
Bonaparte  himself,  attended  'by    ««his  fiuthful      ^^^ 
companion  in  war.  Marshal  Berthier,*'*  his  aide* 
de*camp,  General  Junbt,  and  all  his  etat-major, 
commanded  the  reserve,  which  was  composed  of 
ten  battalions  of  the.  imperial  guard,  ana  the  ten 
battalioits  of  the  granadiers  of  Omdinot,   with 
forty  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  scene  of  tbt«  tremendous  battle,  which 
took  place  on  the  M  of  December,  was  the 
heights  of  Pratien,  a  range  of  mountains,  with 
a  small  semi*ctreolar  incKnation  in  the  middle  to 
the  east,  running  firom  the  lake  of  Menits,  neariy 
north  and  soutir  to  tlie  distance  of  ten  or  eleven 
miles.  At  the  foot  of  these  mountains  on  the 
western  side,  and  about  a  mile  from  the*  base  of 
them,  is  a  little  stream,  which  .on  the  nortk 
divides  the  defile  between  the  parallel  heights  of 
Schlapanita  and  Pratieo,  and  towards  the  south 
washes  the  plain  of  Turns.  Between  this  stream* 
and  the  fort  of  Pratsen,  and  in  the  ticmity  of 
the  plain  of  Tunras  on  the  west  of  the  rivulet^ 
are  situated  tfie  variooa  ^dHages  in  which  the 
French  were  posted,  while  &e  allied  armies 
occupied  the  heights  and  the  hamlets  in  the 
ravines  to  the  east. 

At  one  o^clock  in  the  morning  of  the  2d  of 
Dee^mber,  Bonaparte  mounted  his  horse,  again 
to  inspect  the  posts,  reconnoitre  the  piquets  ofhia 
opponents,  aim  to  obtain  an  account  of  what  the 
guards  had  been  able  to  learn  of  the  movements 
of  the  confederates.  He  was  informed  that  they 
had  passed  the  night  in  drunkenness,  noise,  and 
revelry ;  and  that  a  corps  of  Russian  infantry^ 
had  appeared  in  the  viHage  of  Sokolnitz,  occu* 

ed  by  a  regiment  of  the  division  under  Genera) 
grand. 
The  day  at  length  dawned.  Surrounded  by 
his  marshals,  Bonaparte,  who  remained  with  the 
reserve,  waited  only  for  the  horison  to  clear  up 
to  issue  his  last  orders.  The  sun  appeared  to  be 
rising  with  extraordinary  splendour,  and  held  out 
the  promise  of  a  clear  autumnal  day.  As  soon 
as  his  first  beams  shot  above  the  heights  of 
Pratzen,  the  orders  were  issued,  and  each 
marshal  hastened  to  join  his  corps.  Bonaparte 
in  passing  along  the  front  of  several  re^iments^ 
exclaimed :  **  Soldiers  !  we  must  finish  this 
campaign  by  a  thunder-bolt,  which  shall  con- 
found the  pride  of  our  enemies.**  This  appeal 
was  received  with  extacy  by  the  forces,  who 
placing  their  hats  on  the  points  of  their  bayonets^ 
exclaimed,  "  Five  PEmpereHrr^  The  sound  of 
a  furious  cannonade  drowned  their  acclamations. 
The  engagement  had  begun  on  the  right. 


*  Precis  de  h  Campagae  de  Napoleon  Je  grand,  ca  AOemagne  et  en  Italte. 
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The   allies  conceived  that  by  passings  the 
-^  defiles  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sokoinitz,  and 

,^^^;^^  the  other  villages,  the  right  of  tlie  enemy  would 
be  eifeclnaliy  turned ;  and  that  by  avoiding  the 
formidable  ravines,  v?hicb  vrould  obstruct  their 
masoBUvres,  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
executing  their  further  intentions  with  advan* 
tage  in  the  plain  between  Schlapani<z  and  the 
wood  of  Turas.  They  then  proposed  to  press 
sharply  on  the  enemy's  right  flank,  by  attack* 
ing  it  vigorously  with  numerous  and  compact 
bodies  of  troops,  in  rapid  succession.  This 
movement  was  to  be  covered  by  the  right  of  the 
allies,  with  the  cavalry  of  Prince  John  of  Lich* 
tenstein,  and  the  advanced  corps  under  Prince 
Bagration.  The  five  columns  were  then  put  in 
march  for  the  heights,  and  the  fortune  of  the 
day  was  made  to  depend  on  the  success  of  this 
mttempt  to  drive  back  the  enemy's  right  wing. 
Lieutenant-general  Kilnmayer,  who  was  to  force 
the  hollow  valley  of  Tellnitx,  and  open  the  route 
for  the  first  column,  lost  both  time  and  advan^ 
tage  by  commencing  the  attack  with  an  insufll<- 
cient  force.  The  Austrians  had  already  been 
engaged  about  an  hour,  and  bad  suffered  greatly 
from  the  French  sharp-shooters,  who  took  advan- 
tage of  the  ground,  covered  as  it  was  with 
vinevards,  and  intersected  by  wet  ditches,  before 
M.  de  Buxh5vden,  with  the  first  column  of  the 
Russians  made  his  appearance.  At  length,  how- 
ever, he  arrived,  and  detached  a  baUalion  to 
support  the  Austrians. 

At  nine  o'clock,  the  enemy  was  strengtheaed 
by  four  thousand  men,  from  the  corps  under 
Davoust,  and  took  advantage  of  a  thick  fog, 
which  suddenly  obscured  the  valley,  to  regain  the 
ground  they  had  lost  When  the  mist  cleared 
up,  the  French  were  driven  back,  and  forced  to 
abandon  the  plain  between  .Tellnitz  and  Turas  ^ 
but  the  communication  between  the  first  and 
second  columns  of  the  allied  aropies,  viras  not  yet 
established ;  in  consequence  of  which,  it  was 
found  impossible  to  follow  up  thiia  advantage. 
By  this  time,  the  second  and  tliird  columns  of 
Russians  had  quitted  the  heights ^f  Pratzen, 
and  approached  to  Sokolnitz.  A  blind  rage 
seemed  to  actuate  their  movements ;  for  without 
concerning  themselves  about  the  fourth  column, 
and  without  attending  to  the  offensive  movements 
of  the  enemy,  they  thought  of  nothing  but  the 
first  disposition,  and  continued  their  progress 
upon  Sokolnitz ;  of  which  thev  took  possession 
with  little  resistance  after  a  long  and  useless 
cannonade. 

General  KutusoflT,  who  never  conceived  the 
possibility  of  being  attacked  on  '  the  heights, 
although  it  is  difficult  to  conjecture  on  what 
grounds  his  ill-fated  security  was  constructed, 
was  surprised  in  the  midst  of  his  combina* 
tioDS  by  an  unexpected  and  vigorous  assault  on 


his  centre,  made  by  the  massy  columns  which 
Botnaparte  ordered  to  advance  for  that  purpose. 
The  faults  committed  by  the  Russian  general, 
had  not  failed  to  strike  his  eagle-eyed  adversary, 
who  perceived  the  advantage  to  be  drawn  from 
the  circuitous  route  that  the  left  wing  of  the  allies 
was  obliged  to  take.     This  wing,  which  became 
•very  moment  more  distant  from  their  centre, 
still  marched  forward  with  the  most  surprising 
want  of  attention  to  military  combination.     Ber- 
nadotte  having  crossed  the  rivulet  by  a  narrow 
and  ruinous  bridge,    attained  the  eminence  of 
Blasowitz,  supported  by  the  cavalry  of  Hurat, 
and  by  Lannes  with  his  grand  division.     From 
this  time,  the  centre  and  right    of   the    allies 
became  engaged  in  all  quarters.    The  confede- 
rates evinced  no  want  of  impetuous  gallantry : 
several  brilliant  chnrges  ci  oavalry  were  made 
on   their  part,  which  owing  to   the  precipitate 
courage  of  the  Hulans,   whose  fiery  tempera- 
ment could  not  wait  for  the  formation  of  the  rest 
of  the  line  were  very  destructive  to  themselves 
as  well  as  to  their  opponents.    The  centre  of  the 
allies,  unsupported  by  the  third  column,  had  to 
sustain  the  fury  of  the  French  troops.     Twelve 
thousand  men  were  attacked  by  twice  that  num- 
ber, and  though  the  whole  of  the  French  army 
was  inferior  to  that  of  the  allies  in  strength,  yet 
by  a  more  happy  arrangement  of  its  foroe,  its 
numbers  were  doubled  on  the  point  where  the 
fate  of  the  battle  was  to  be  decided. 

Field-marshal  Kutusoff  conceiving  himself 
to  be  the  assailant,  was  confounded  by  diese 
offensive  operations  ;  yet  he  felt  all  the  import- 
ance of  maintaining  the  heights  of  Pratseo. 
When  he  was  informed  that  the  adverse  forces 
were  so  near,  he  gave  orders  to  his  troops  to 
draw  up  in  front ;  and  at  the  same  time,  stent  for 
a  reinforcement  of  four  regiments  of  dragoons, 
from  the  cavalrv  of  Prince  John  of  lichtenstein. 
The  French  directed  the  march  of  their  two 
compacted  bodies  of  infantry,  with  great  coolness 
and  at  a  slow  pace.  A  third  corps,  commanded 
by  Marshal  Soult,  now  made  its  appearance  on 
the  right  of  Pratzen,  and  threatened  to  pierce 
through  the  intervals  of  the  allies.  To  oppose 
this  movement,  the  infantry  of  the  fourth  Russian 
column  came  up  to  support  the  advanced-guard, 
which,  being  overpowered  by  numbers,  abandon- 
ed its  po&t.  In  the  mean  time,  the  enemy  con* 
tinned  to  advaace,  and  by  the  immense  superi- 
ority of  his  force,  succeeded  in  making  himself 
roaster  of  the  heights.  The  Russian  division, 
which  had  marched  to^th^  left,  was  thus  com- 
pletely sep&rated  from  the  main  urmy ;  and  it 
was  evident  that  the  battle  was  lost  unless  the 
communication  could  be  restored.  In  this  emer- 
gency, the  imperial  guard,  commanded  by  the 
Archduke  Coustaotine,  was  ordered  to  advance, 
and  by  its  impetuous   char^,    for  a  moment 
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arrested  tlie  progress  of  the  enemy.  Marshal 
Bessieres  was  ordered  to  hasten  at  the  bead  of  the 
French  guards  to  repaii^  this  disaster.  The  two 
oorps  were  SQon  engaged ;  the  fate  of  the  day 
depended  upon  the  issue  of  this  contest;  and 
the  struggle  was  fierce,  and  desperate*  ^'  The 
allies  returned  to  the  ct^arge  with  increased  fury» 
and  were  received  hy  the  French  with  a  steady 
and  well  directed  fire,  which  made  dreadful  car- 
Bage  in  the. closely  united  ranks  of  the  Russians. 
The  ardour  of  this  assault  quickly  evaporated* 
The  superior  numbers  of  the  French,  and  their 
steadinesBi  soon  changed  it  to  a  slow  and  uncer* 
tain  pace,  accompanied  by  ill-directed  vollies  from 
firelodia,  The.  fourth  Russian  column  now  lost 
the  heights  of  Pratsen^  beyond  the  possibility  of 
recovery,  together  witti  the  greater  part  of  its 
(^rtiilery,  which  was  buried  in  the  oeep  day, 
which  pervades-  itbat  part  of  the  country.^'* 
The  only  expedient  which  remained,  was  reti^eat ; 
and  every  possible  exertion  was  made  by  the 
subordinate  generals  to  conduct  it  without  con- 
fusion. The  action  on  the  heights  of  Pratzen 
continued  nearly  two  hours.  The  fourth  column 
marched  upon  Waschau,  where '  it  collected  its 
battalions  unmolested  by  the  enemy.  The  Grand 
Duke  Coastantitte,  and  General  Ulanius  highly 
distinguished  themselves  with  their  cavalry  ;  the 
latter  in  protecting  and  disengaging  the  right» 
and  the  former  in  covering  bo&  wings  of  the 
allies;  but  their  corps  surored  severely  from 
the  dexterity  and.  rapid  manoeuvres  of  the 
sharp-shooters,  and  from  a  batterv  of  eighteen 
pieces  of  cannon,  which  discharged  an  incessant 
and  well-pointed  shower  of  grape-shot,  over- 
whelmed both  men  and  horses  in  one  common 
ruin,  and  occasioned  a  slaughter  that  neither 
^enrage  nor  numbers  could  withstand.  The 
second  and  third  columns  had  become  entangled 
at  Sokolnitz,  during  the  fog,  and  mutually  em- 
barrased  each  other.  Part  of  the  centre  of  the 
allies  had  already  penetrated  this  village,  where 
they  were  turned  and  cut  off  by  General  Fran- 
ceschi,  and  compelled  to  surrender ;  while  Lieut.- 
general  Przibischewski,  who  had  the  command 
of  the  third  column,  shared  the  fate  of  Prince 
Repnin,  and  was  made  prisoner  in  the  valley 
together  with  six  thousand  men. 

Infbrmed  when  it  was  too  late,  of  the  attack 
on  the  centre,  lieutenant-general  Docbtorow, 
intended  to  return  to  its  support,  but  took  a 
wrong  direction ;  and  perceiving  the  irretrieva- 
ble posture  of  sffkiis,  be  retired  upon  Aujest, 
followed  by  the  remains  of  the  second  column, 
'which  fell  back  on  the  first.  No  sooner  had  this 
part  of  the  defeated  army  gained  the  village,  than 
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the.enemy  rushed  like  a  mountain*cataract  upon  BOOK  III 

the  place,  which  he  carried,  and  poss^essed  him« 

self  of  four  thousand  prisoners.  Driven  to  des«>  Chap.  VI. 
peration,  many  of  the  flying  troops  betook  them^^ 
selves  to  the  lake,  which  was  too  slightly  fro- 
zen to  bear  their  weight;  and  the  waters  en- 
gulpbed  these  lacerated  and  unhappy  men,  victims 
at  the  same  moment  to  two  opposite  elements; 
for  the  French  had  by  this  time  brought  up  fbeir 
batteries  of  flying  artillery,  which  at  once  swept 
the  lake  and  plain  with  a  continual  fircf 

Before  two  o^clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
action  was  decided  along  the  rest  of  the  line ; 
when  the  division  of  Vandamme  rapidly  approach- 
ed to  confirm  the  general  rout,.  Behind  Tellnitz, 
is  a  hill  of  considerable  altitude,  the  right  of 
which  extends  to  the  lake.  Thither  the  Russiaii 
infantry  retired,  still  under  the  protection  o(  the 
Austrian  cavalry  ;  which  a  perpetual  cross  fire 
of  grape-shot  cut  down  in  all  directions.  Worn 
out  with  fatfgue,  the  infantry  continued  to  retire 
with  tardy  steps,  and  the  cavalry  had  to  maintain 
their  ground  for  a  long  time.  At  length  the  enemy 
took  possession  of  the  hill,  when  the  Austrian  ca- 
valry quitted  it,  and  the  former  persevered  in 
plying  the  fugitives  with  canuoa-shbt,  until  they 
were  out  of  the  range  of  the  guns.  About  eight 
thousand  men  of  the.  first  and  second  columns 
were  thus  brought  off,  and  marched  the.  whole 
night  by  Boschowitz,  under  incessaiit  and  drench- 
ing rain,,  which  rendered  the  roads  neariy  im- 
passable. The  artillery,  except  that  appertain- 
mg  to  the  brave  regiment  of  O^Reiily,.  was  of 
course  all  lost  in  the  retreat. 

Bonaparte  possessed  himself  o(  the  ground 
on  which  the  allies  had  been  drawn  up  on  the 
preceding  night.  The  two  emperors  having 
exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their  power 
to  repair  the  disasters  of  the  battle,  retired  in 
the  evening  tp  Hodiegitz,  behind  Austerlitz, 
with  the  wretched  remains  of  their  army.  The 
Austrian  cavalry  posted  some  detachments  before 
Austerlitz,  and  acted  as  the  rear  guard  of  the 
allies.  The  loss  in  this  engagement  fell  princi- 
pally ,upon  the  Russians,  and  is  said  by  the 
enemy,  to  have  amounted  to  twenty-two  thou- 
sand in  killed  and  wounded,  and  twenty  thou- 
sand prisoners.  In  opposition,  however,  to 
this  statement,  it  was  asserted,  in  the  official 
account  afterwards  published  tit  St.  Petersburg^ 
that  r  the  entire  loss  in  tlie  campaign,  did  not 
exceed  on  the  part  of  the  Russians  seventeen 
thousand  men.  The  two  commanders  KutusofiT 
and  Buxhovden,  with  several  other  generals, 
and  a  great  number  of  officers  of  rank  were 
wounded :  numbers  were  among  the  slaiuj^  and 
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BOOK  ill  many  were  taken  prisoners.    One  hundred  and 

■  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  forty  standards  fell 

Chap.  VI.  {q^o  the  hands  of  the  enemy.    The  day  after  the 

^^"^^JT?^  battle  the   French  Emperor  addressed  to  his 

^^^      army  the  following : — 

PROCLAMATION. 

AmterlitZf  l2Frimair€^  Year  14. 

<*  Solclien,  I  am  satisfied  with  yoai  you  have  on  the 
i%y  of  Austerlitz,  Justified  every  thing  that  I  expected 
from  your  iotrepimty.  Yon  have  decorated  your  eagles 
with  immortal  glory.  An  army  of  an  hundred  thousand 
men,  commanded  by  the  Emperors  of  Russia  and  Austria, 
has  been,  in  less  than  four  hours,  either  cut  down  or  dis- 
persed ;  the  part  which  escaped  your  sword,  has  been 
drown^  in  the  lakes. 

**  Forty  colours,  the  standards  of  the  imperial  Rus- 
sian gfUATd*  one  hundred  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon, 
twenty  generals,  more  than  thirty  thousand  prisoners  are 
the  result  of  this  ever  memorable  day. 

**  That  infantry  so  highly  boasted  of,  and  superior  in 
number,  could  not  resist  your  attack,  and  henceforward 
you  have  no  more  rirals  to  dread. 

"  Thus,  in  two  months,  this  third  coalition  has  been  con- 
<^uered  and  dissoWed.  Peace  can  no  longer  be  distant ;  hut, 
as  I  promised  my  people  before  crossing  the  Rhine,  I  will 
make  such  a  peace  only  as  shall  afford  us  guarantees,  and 
secure  rewaros  to  our  allies. 

**  Soldiers,  when  the  French  people  placed  upon  my 
head  the  imperial  crown,  I  relied  upon  you  to  mamtain  it 
always  in  that  splendour  of  glory,  which  alone  could  give 
it  value  in  my  estimation.  But  in  the  same  moment,  our 
enemies  songnt  to  destroy  and  degrade  it ;  and  this  iron 
crown,  conquered  by  the  blood  of  so  many  Frenchmen,  they 
would  compel  me  to  place  upon  the  head  of  our  most  im- 
placable enemies ;  rash  and  foolish  projects,  which  upon 
the  very  day  of  your  emperor's  coronation,  you  have 
frustrated  and  confounded.  You  have  taught  them  that  it 
is  easier  to  defy  and  threaten  than  to  conquer  us. 

'*  Soldiers,  when  all  that  is  necessary  to  secure  the 
happiness  an^  prosperity  of  our  country  shall  be  accom- 
plished, I  wiU  lead  you  back  to  France ;  there  you  shall  be 
the  obiect  of  my  most  tender  solicitudes :  nty  people  will 
behold  you  again  with  joy,  and  it  will  be  sufiacient  for  you 
to  say:  *'  I  was  at  the  battle  of  Austerlitz,"  to  authorize 
the  reply,  "  Behold  a  brave- man." 

(Signed)  "  NAPOLEON." 

This  battle,  ^hich  was  styled  by  the  French 
soldiers,  '^  the  battle  of  the  three  emperors/' 


and  by  Napoleon  "  the  battle  of  Austerlite;' 
terminated  the  campaign  and  the  war.  On  the 
4th,  two  days  after  the  en^gement,  an  inter- 
Tiew  took  place  at  the  French  advanced  posts, 
between  Napoleon  and  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
and  an  armistice  was  agreed  upon,  in  which  it 
was  stipulated  that  tiie  Russian  army,  shoald 
within  a  limited  time  withdraw  from  the  terri- 
tories of  Austria.* 

General  Savary,  accompanied  by  an  Austrian 

general  officer^  was  sent  to  the  head-  anartcrs  of 

the  Russians.    These  generals  reached  Hollitsch 

at  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  and  had  instant  accai? 

to  the  Emperor  Alexander,  by  whom  they  were 

received  with  his  usual  afiability.     Geo*  Savarj 

states,  that  the  emperor  expressed  no  objection 

to  retire  from  the  Austrian  dominions.     **  Bat," 

said  he,  "  can  I  fall  back  with  safety  ?"  "  Yes, 

Sire,"  replied  the  Frenchman,  *«  if  your  majesty 

be  resolved  to  accede  to  the  capitulation,  agreed 

upon    between  the  Emperors   of   France  and 

Germany."       "And    what  are  itir  contents?" 

"  That  your  majesty's  army  should  withdraw  by 

the  routs  prescribed  by  the  Emperor  Napoleon : 

that  you  shall  evacuate  Germany  and  Austrian 

Poland.     Upon  these  conditions  I  have  authority 

from    the    Emperor,  to   repair  to  my  nearest 

advanced  posts,    which   have    already    turned 

you,    and  to  give  them  orders  to  cover  your 

retreat,  the  emperor  being  willing  to  respect  the 

friend  of  the  first  consul."     «*What  guarantee 

do  you  require?"      "Sire,   your  word,"— "I 

give  it  you."  Hereupon  the  ald-de-camp  retired 

and  repaired  to  Marshal  Davoust,  to  whom  he 

communicated  orders  to  halt,  and  put  a  stop  to 

all  the  movements  of  the  French  army. 

Count  Haugwitz,  the  Prussian  ambassador, 
had  arrived  at  Vienna  on  the  80th  of  November; 
and  shortly  aft^wardsJ  set  out  for  the  head- 
quarters of  the  French  army,  at  Bruna. 
Bonaparte  in  his  conferences  with  this  misister, 
expressed  the  warmest  esteem  and  attachment 
for  Prussia,  and  his  earnest  desire  to  preserve 


*  The  fonowiog  is  the  Frew*  version  of  the  pmrticulars  of  this  interview,  extracted  from  "  Precis  de  la  Campagw 
•le  Napoleon -le-frand,  en  Allemag^e  et  en  Italie :" 

«*  The  Emperor  Napoleon  received  the  Emperor  Fi-ancii  in  his  bivoaac,  at  Bamschitz,  on  the  4th  of  Decembo*.  TW 
interview  lasted  two  hours.  The  Emperor  of  the  French  invited  the  Emperor  of  Austria  to  draw  near  the  fire.  "  I  «^ 
vou."  said  he  to  him,  '*  in  the  palace  which  I  have  for  sometime  inhabited."!    The  Emperor  of  Germany  aiMwerea 


conuiuons  oi  peace,  rrancis  i.aeii  inumaieu  va  i^aipuieuu,  ui»i.  aicabuu«»^  viwucu  w  ■»»»«»  »w|r».«».  tr-"^''^  ^  „  ^^, 
imperial  majesty  would  abandon  entirely  his  connection  with  England,  and  requested  a  truce  op  behalf  <*^  "^  ^  ^. 
army.  Naiioleon  here  observed,  that  the  Russian  army  was  completely  surrounded,  and  that  not  a  man  oooM  e»»F» 
•«  but."  added  he,  **  I  wish  to  confer  a  favour  upon  the  Emperor  Alexander :  I  will  let  the  Russian  army  pass  -  ^  ^^  ^ 
the  march  of  my  columns.  But  your  majesty  must  promise  me  that  the  Russian  army  shall  return  to  their  own  cooncry^ 
and  shall  evacuate  Germany  and  Austrian  Poland."  "  That,"  replied  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  "  is  the  istentioa 
the  Emperor  Alexander,  I  can  assure  you ;  and  this  ni/jht  you  may  be  convinced  of  it  by  your  own  oflkcrs." 
The  interview  beings  ended,  Napoleon  accompanied  Francis  to  his  carriage,  and  returned  to  sleep  at  Auslerhtt. 

§  This  bivouac,  or  tent,  coonsted  of  a  kid  cabin  of  turf,  without  loof,  nuuk  by  the  greoadien  for  Bonapaiti. 
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peace  with  that  country.  The  fate  of  the  war 
^ith  the  allied  powers  was  already  decided. 
The  rapidity  of  uiese  eyents,  had  confounded 
the  speculations  of  the  cabinet  of  Berlin ; 
Count  Haugwitz  saw  the  necessity  of. relaxing 
from  his  demands ;  and  this  dispute  which  had 
promised  snch  important  consequences  to  Europe 
i/vas  speedily  adjusted.  One  of  the  principal 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  .concluded  upon  this 
occasion,  (such  was  the  thirst 'for  territorial  ac-^ 
quisition  felt  by  the  court  of  Berlin)  secured 
the  eventual  cession  of  Hanover  to  Prussia,  in 
exchange  for  some  of  her  detached  aud  more 
remote  dependencies. 

The  armistice  which  was  concluded  in 
Moravia  on  the  Otb,  was  followed  by  negociations 
for  peace  between  Austria  and  France ;  Prince 
John  of  lichtenstein,  the  Count  de  Guilay,  and 
If.  Talleyrand,  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  two 

Jowers,  assembled  for  this  purpose  at  Nicols«* 
urg.  The  conferences,  after  a  short  time,  were 
adjourned  to  the  city  of  Presburg,  Bonaparte 
was  in  a  situation  to  dictate  terms  to  the  emperor, 
and  the  latter  had  no  alternative  but  to  acquiesce. 
The  provisions  of  this  memorable  treaty  were, 
of  course,  suiBciently  humiliating  to  Austria, 
It  was  agreed  that  the  Venetian  territory  should 
be  united  in  perpetuity  to  the  kingdom  of  Italy ; 
that  the  royal  title  which  had  been  assumed  by 
the  electors  of  Bavaria  and  Wurtemburg,  should 
be  acknowledged  by  the  emperor; — that  the 
margraviate  of  Bure^au,  the  principality  of  Eich- 
stadt,  the  part  or  the  territory  of  Passau 
belonging  to  the  elector  of  Saltzburg,  the  county 
of  the  Tyrol,  comprehending  the  principalities 
of  Brixen  and  Botzen,  and  the  seven  lordships 
of  the  Voralberg,  the  county  of  Hohenems,  the 
county  of  Konigsegg-Rothenfels,  the  lordships 
of  Tetnang  and  Argen,  and  the  town  and  terri- 
tory of  Lindau  should  be  ceded  to  the  King  of 
Bavaria: — that  the  five  cities  of  the  Danube, 
to  wit,  Ehingen,  Munderkingen,  Reidlingen, 
Mengen,  and  Sulgaw,  with  their  dependencies, 
'  the  city  of  Constance  excepted,  and  a  part  of  the 
Brisgaw  should  be  ceded  to  the  King  of  Wur- 
temburg ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  Brisgaw,  the 
Ortensaw,  the  city  of  Constance,  and  me  com- 
mandery  of  Meinau,  to  the  Elector  of  Baden  ; 
that  the  King  of  Bavaria  should  be  allowed  to 
occupy  the  city  of  Augsburg  with  its  territory, 
and  unite  it  to  his  other  dominions,  and  that  the 
King  of  Wurtemburg  should  be  permitted  to  do 
the  same  with  respect  to  the  county  of  Bondoff. 
It  was  on  the  other  hand  stipulated  in  favour  of 
the  emperor,  that  the  county  of  Saltzburg,  and 
that  of  Berchtolsgaden,  belonging  to  the  Arch- 
duke Ferdinand,,  should  be  incorporated  with 
the  Austrian  empire ;  and  Napoleon  engaged  to 
procure  as  an  equivalent  for  that  prince,  tlie 


cession  by  the  King  of  Bavaria  of  the  princi-  BOOK  III 
pality  of  Wurtzburg.  It  was  also  agreed,  in  ■■  ■  ■ 
conformity  with  the  declaration  made  by  Na-  Chap.  VI. 
poleon,  at  the  moment  when  he  assumed  the  ^"^TJ^e 
crown  of  Italy,  that  as  soon  as  the  parties  named  ^^^*^ 
in  that  declaration  should  have  fulfilled  the  con- 
ditions which  it  expressed,  the  crowns  of  France 
and  Italy  should  be  separated  for  ever,  and  should 
not  in  any  caagkbe  united  on  the  same  head.  It 
was  further  sti^Tlated,  that  the  prisoners  of  war 
takeu  on  both  sides,  should  be  restored  within 
forty  days  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
of  the  treaty ;  that  in  ten  days  from  the  same 
date,  the  armies  of  France  and  her  allies,  should 
evacuate  Moravia,  Bohemia,  the  Viertel  Unter 
Vienner  Wald,  the  Yiertel  Unter  Manhartsburg, 
Hungary,  and  the  whole  of  Styria  ;*  in  the 
ten  following  days,  they  should  evacuate  the 
Viertel  Vienner  Wald,  and  the  Viertel  Ober 
Manhartsburg ;  and  that  finally,  in  the  space  of 
two  months  fi'om  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions, they  should  withdraw  from  the  whole  of 
the  hereditary  states,  with  the  exception  of 
Braunau,  which  should  remain  for  one  month  at 
the.  disposal  of  the  French,  as  a  place  of  depAt 
for  the  sick  and  for  the  artillery.  This  treaty  was 
signed  at  Presburg,  on  the  26th  of  December, 
and  ratified  by  Bonaparte  on  the  following  day; 
after  which  he  immediately  proceeded  to  Munich^ 
on  his  return  to  France. 

The  Russian  army,  began  its  march  on  the 
8th  of  December,  in  three  columns,  to  return 
within  their  own  frontier ;  the  first  column,  head- 
ed by  the  Emperor  Alexander  and  his  brother, 
the  Grand  Duke  Constantino,  took  the  route  of 
Cracovia,  and  of  Therespole ;  the  second  that  of 
Caschau,  Leniberg,  and  Woody ;  and  tihe  third 
marched  by  Cizraan,  Vatrel,  and  Hussiatin. 

The  events  of  the  campaign  terminated  on 
the  plains  of  Moravia,  had  too  plainly  evinced 
that  the  councils  and  the  measures  of  the  Empe* 
ror  of  Austria  had  been  alike  unwise  and  precipK 
tate.  Whether  he  was  goaded  to  action  by  tiie 
advice  of  the  courts  of  London  and  St.  Peters- 
burgh,  or  whether  his  resolves  originated  in  his 
own  cabinet,  it  1$  difficult  to  decide  ;  but  certain 
it  is  that  the  course  of  conduct  pursued  was  cal- 
culated rather  to  ensure  the  triumph  of  the  ad- 
versary than  to  advance  the  cause  oi  the  allies.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  illustrate  the  truth  of  this  obser- 
vation by  recapitulating  the  details  of  a  war, 
commenced  and  terminated  in  the  period  of 
three  months.  In  this  short  period,  the  Emperor 
Francis  saw  himself  despoiled  of  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  his  hereditary  states,  and  obliged 
to  accept  of  conditions  of  peaeoy  which  for  a 
time  laid  continental  Europe  at  the  feet  of  the 
conqueror. 


\ 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Naval  Campaign  op  1805:  Effe(^8  of  the  Declaration  of  War  against  Spainr^-Roekefard  and 
Toulon  Fleets  put  to  Sea-Attack  on  the  Island  of  Dominica — Contributions  raised  on  the 
Islands  of  St.  Nevis  and  M  Kitt's  by  the  French  Squadron— The  Toulon  Fleet  again  at 
Sea — Sails  to  the  West  Indies— Pursued  by  Lord  Nelson— Naval  Engagement  qff' Cape 
Finisterre— Battle  of  Trafalgar— Death  of  Lord  Nelson— Memoir— Capture  of  Four  Sail  of 
the  Line  by  Admiral  Sir  Richard  Sirachan — Political  State  of  tlie  Country  at  the  close 
of  the    Year  1805. 


1805 


BOOR  til  THE  eTents  of  the  year  1805  bestowed  upon 
..— .«».«.^  the  two  great  riiYal  nations  of  Europe  afi  aHkiost 
Chap.  VII.  unconUt^ed  dominion  over  their  respective 
dements :  by  the  memorable  campaign  of  Ulm 
and  Austerllts  the  continent  of  Europe  was  laid 
at  the  feet  of  France ;  and  the  battle  of  Trafal- 
gar^  fought  the  same  year,  and  nearly  at'  the 
same  period  of  the  year,  ratified  and  confirmed 
to  Great  Britain  the  dominion  of  the  seas. 

.  The  dedaration  of  war  against  Spain,  which 
opened  a  new  scene  of  adventure  to  the  officers 
and  seamen  of  the  British  navy,  became  a  very 
popular  measure  in  that  department  of  the  public 
service ;  and  the  increase  of  the  French  ileetB> 
by  the  junction  of  her  new  ally,  afforded  16  the 
gallant  defenders  of  their  country  an  opportunity 
of  asserting  their  superiority  in  a  nobler  field 
than  that  presented  by  the  catamaran  warfare. 
But  if«  great  advantages  were  anticipated  by  the 
British  navy  from  the  declaration  of  war  against 
Spain,  the  effects  of  the  co-operation  of  the 
Spanish  ffeet  with  the  fleets  of  thei^  Gallic  Ueigh* 
bours  deemed  still  more  to  animate  the  French 
nation^  As  evlv  as  the  month  of  January,  after 
having  remained  in  port  two  years,  a  French 
squadron,  consisting  of  six  sail  of  the  line,  and 
two  frigates,  quitted  the  port  of  Rocheford  and 
ventured  out  to  sea,  wiA  the  view  to  unite  itself 
with  the  more  formidable  force  at  Brest.  At  this 
period  the  tone  of  Friance  was  loud  and  menac- 
ing :  Their  official  paper  took  every  oppdrtunity 
to  boast  of  their  accumulated  strength,  and  to 
exaggerate  their  "  irresistible  power.**  "Years 
had  indeed    elapsed,   but  they   had    not  been 

tassed  in  inactivity.  Arms,  shipsj  and  men,  had 
een  secredy  in  preparation,  and  fleets  would 
now  be  poured  fortli  from  all  the  harbours  of 
France.  England  was  no  longer  to  atoume  the 
dominion  of  the  ocean ;  but  rather  to  tremble  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  for  in  every  quarter 
of  the  globe  would  her  possessions  be  assailed." 
On  the  15th  of  January  the  Toulon  fleet, 
consisting  of  eleven  sail  of  the  line,  and  two  fri- 
gates, fvith  nine  thousand  troops  on  board,  fol- 


lowing the  example  of  the  Rocheford  fleet,  poshed 
out  to  sea  without  being  perceived  by  the  block- 
ading squadron  under  Lord  Nelson. '  When  it 
was  known  that  two  such  formidable  fleets  were 
at  sea,  aud  that  with  a  view  to  some  grand 
combined  exertion,  thejf  were  speedily  to  be 
joined  by  detachments  from  Brest,  the  alarm 
and  consternation  in  this  country  became  general, 
and  Sicily,  Malta,  Egypt,  the  West  Indiei,  the 
Brazils,  the  East  Indies,  and  even  Ireland, 
were  all  in  rapid  succession  assigned  as  the 
places  of  their  destination. 

After  a  short  cruise  the  Toulon  fleet  was 
obliged  again  to  put  into  port  through  Stress  of 
weather.  But  in  the  West  Indies  an  attack  was 
made  on  the  island  of  Dominica  by  a  French  force, 
consisting  of  one  three«decker,  four  seventy- 
fours,  and  some  frigates.  On  the  99d  of 
February,  a  landing  was  attempted  between 
the  town  of  Roseau  and  the  post  of  Cachecrow, 
by  the  enemy^s  force,  consisting,  of  four  thon- 
crand  men,  under  General  Le  Grange,  embaiked 
in  nineteen  large  barges,  attended  and  protected 
by  an  armed  schooner  full  of  men,  and  seven 
other  boats  carrying  carronades.  Brigadier- 
general  PrevoSt,  the  governor,  made  the  most 
judicious  dispositions  for  the  defence  of  the 
island,  and  with  the  small  force  under  his  com- 
mand resisted  the  landing  t(  the  enemy  inch  by 
inch.  The  town  of  Roseau,  after  withstanding 
a  vigorous  cannonade  from  the  enemy's  ships, 
accidentally  took  fire,  and  was  obliged  to  capi- 
tulate. But  the  British  general,  by  a  forced 
march,  made  good  his  reti^eat  to  St.  Rupert's. 
In  this  situation  he  was  in  vain  summoned  to 
surrender,  and  the  French  commander-in-chief, 
finding  the  conquest  so  much  more  diflicult 
than  he  had  anticipated,  abandoned  the  island, 
but  not  till  he  had  levied  a  heavy  contribution 
on  the  inhabitants  of  Roseau. 

Pursuing  this  predatory  system  of  warfare, 
the  French  fleet  visited  the  islands  of  St.  Nevis 
and  St.  Kittys,  both  of  which  were  laid  under 
contributious.    The  arrival  of  Admiral  Cochrane 
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ki  the  West  Indies  soon  determined  the  conduct 
of  tbii  narauding  squadron,  which  precipitately 
toiled  for  ,  France,  where  it  arrived  in  safcty^ 
after  having  narrowly  escaped  the  different  Eng* 
lish  fleets  then  at  sea^  and  some  detachments  of 
which  had  been  expressly  crnisingforitsdetention. 
With  tDe  immense  nautical  means,  and  mul* 
liplied  facilities,  under  the  controul  of  the  ad<* 
Dii»aky,  the  naval  department  of  the  state  was 
imparaonaUe  in  not  possessing  the  necessary 
intelligence  relative  to  the  comlnned  fleet,  ana 
the  other  maritime  eflbrls  of  the  enemy.  With 
frigates,  sloops  of  war,  and  gun-brigs,  which 
might  and  ought  to  have  been  traversing  the 
main  in  «very  direction,  and  watching  the  ex* 
tended  line  of  coast  under  the  power  of  France, 
"the  admiralty  board  laboured  under  a  deplorable 
(Want  of  informatien.  Frigates,  detached  vessels, 
and  even  squadrons  made  their  escape  from  the 
^ifiereot  ports  wiChout  molestation,  while  large 
end  potent  fleets  put  to  sea  with  impunity,  and 
|Hro60cuted  their  voyages  without  discovery.  The 
alarm  created  in  the  public  mind,  reiqsecting 
the  proceeding's  of  the  Rocfaeford  squadron  in 
the  West  Indies  had  scarcely  subsided,  when 
-that  feeling  was  again  awakened  in  a  still  more 
|)owerful  decree  by  the  arrival  of  certain  inform- 
ation, that  Admiral  Villeneuve  had  again  put  to 
sea.  On  the  BOth  of  March,  this  .officer  sailed 
to  Carthagena  with  the  intention  of  strengthening 
^himself  by  the  Spanish  ships  of  the  line  in  that 
'port,  but  not  finding  them  in  a  state  of  sufficient 
jreadiness,  he  continued  his  course  unmcdested 
to  Cadiz.  Having  been  joined  at  that  place  by 
one  French  and  six  SpanisA  sail  of  the  Une,  he 
directly  steered  to  the  West  Indies,  with  an  ac- 
cumulated force  of  eighteen  sail  of  the  line,  ear** 
rying  beside  their  ftiU  compliment  of  seamen,  and 
<in  a  perfect  state  of  equipment,  ten  thousand 
veteran  troops.  On  the  approach  of  Villeneuve 
•to  Cadiz,  Admiral  Sir  John  Orde,  char|fed  with 
the  blocicade  of  that  port,  witii  five  British  ships 
of  the  line,  thought  it  prudent  to  retire,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  joining  the  English  fleet  off  Brest 
under  Lord  Gardener. 

While  the  country  was  exposed  to  the  most 
alarming  apprehensions,  the  welcome  account 
arrived  that  Lord  Nelson  had  left  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  was  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  to  the 
West  Indies.  The  knowledge  of  this  event  had 
the  most  tranquillizing  influence  on  the  drooping 
spirits  of  the  people ;  for  the  idea  of  victory  and 
Nelson  were  inseparably  connected  in  every  Bri- 
tish mind.  Lord  Nelson,  it  is  true,  ha4  with 
him  only  ten  ships  of  the  line  to  oppose  the  force 
of  the  hostile  squadrons,  but  his  name  was  a 
tower  of  strength,    on   which  the    community 
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placed  the  firmest  reliance.    The  expedition  of  BOOK  III 

Lord  Nelson  had  been  such  that  on  the  15th  of  — ^ 1- 

Maty,  he  was  twenty  leagues  to  the  eastward  of  Ohap.  VII. 
Madeini,  and  on  the  4th  of  June,  he  came  to 
anchor  in  Carlisle  Bay,  off  Barbadoes.  Here 
his  lordship  learnt,  that  the  combined  fleet  under 
Admiral  Villeneuve,  had  arrived  at  Martinique 
on  the  14th  of  May,  but  that  the  Diaqiond  Rock 
was  the  only  conquest  hitherto  achieved  by  this . 
powerful  armament.  Notioe  was  soon  after  re* 
oeived  that  the  combined-  fleets,  after  remaining 
some  time  at  Martinique,  appalled  at  the  name 
of  their  pursuer,  had  actually  set  sail  for  Europe, 
and  that  Lord  Neison  with  his  charaoieristic 
energy  was  in  pursuit  of  tliem. 

sanguine  hopes  were  now  entertained  that 
the  enemy  would  be  intercepted  by  Sir  Robert 
Calder,  or  Admiral  CoUingwood,  before  he  could 
reach  any  friendly  port :  this  hope  was  realized^ 
but  the  event  did  not  answer  the  national  expec* 
tations.  On  the  39d  of  July  the  hostile  fleet, 
etnsisting  of  twenty  sail  of  the  line,  three  fifty 
gun  sMps,  five  frigates,  and  two  brigs,  fell  in 
with  Sir  Robert  Calder^s  squadron,  amounting 
to  no  more  than  fifteen  sail  Of  the  line,  two  firi* 
gates,  a  cutter,  and  a  lugger,  six  leagues  west  of 
Cai>e  Finisterre.  Sir  Robert;  notwithstanding 
the  inferiority  of  his  force,  iounediately  atta<^d 
the  enemy,  and  after  on  engagement  of  four 
hours,  in  which  he  displayed  the  greatest  gal* 
lantry  and  skill,  «ucceedea  in  taking  two  ships 
of  the  line,  the  .St.  Raphael,  of  eiehty-^'fourguns^ 
and  the  El  Eirme,  m  seventy-four.  He  then 
judged  it  expedient  to  put  a  stop  to  the  action, 
in  order  that  his  squadron  might  cover  his  cap* 
tUFcs.  During  the  whole  day,  the  enemy  had  the 
advantage  of  wind  and  weather.  The  night  was 
spent  by  both  fleets  in  the  necessary  repairs,  and 
the  .following  mornings  the  enemy  seemed  dis- 
posed to  renew  the  action,  but  he  never  ap* 
iiroached  nearer  the  Britiiih  fines  than  four 
eagnes.  At  night  the  fleets  were  about  six 
leagues  asunder ; .  and  when  the  day  broke  on 
the  24th,  the  enemy  was  seen  steering  away  to 
the  south  east,  which  course  he  kept  till  he  Aia^ 
appeared  at  about  six  o^clock  in  <he  evening.  In 
England  the  conduct  of  Sir  Robert  Calder^ 
became  the  subject  of  the  most  unreserved  dis- 
approbation ;  and  the  court-martial  which  sat  in 
juagment  upon  Sir  Robert,  sentenced  him  to  be 
severely  reprimanded  "  for  not  having  done  his 
utmost  to  take  and  to  destroy  every  ship  of  the 
enemy,  which  it  was  his  duty  to  engage.^ 

The  designs  of  the  enemy  had  now  become 
sufficiently  manifest,  and  the  combined  fleets  col- 
lected at  Cadiz,  under  the  commatidof  Admiral 
Villeneuve,  were  known  to  be  in  the  most  active 


*  Seatence  of  the  Court-martial  for  the  Trial  of  Sir  Robert  Gakieri  passed  on  the  29tb  of  December,  1606,  on 
board  hia  Majesty's  ship,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  Portsmouth  harhoar* 
(No.  35.)  6  M 
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BOOK  III  state  of  refitment.     Scarcely  had  Lord  Nelsoa 

— arrived  in   London,  after   his  long  and  pferse- 

CflAP.  .VI  f.  Tering  cruise,  when  he  was  oflfered  the  com- 
mand of  an  armament,  to  be  prepared  immedi- 
ately, of  sufficient  force  to  cope  with  the  united 
naval  force  of  Franoe  and  her  allies.  His 
lordship,  without  a  moment's  -hesitation,  em- 
braced the  opportnnity  of  again  bearing  his 
country^s  flag.  To  this  situation  the  public  suf- 
frage universally  called  him;  and  to  him  all 
eyes  were  directed  witli  hope,  in  a  moment 
when  every  other  circumstance  around  appeared 
gloomy  and  unpromising. 

Invested  with  this  high  and  distinguished 
command,  his  lordship  quitted  England  on  the 
16th  of  September,  in  his  flag  ship  the  Victory, 
accompanied  by  the  Ajax  and  Defiance,  of 
seventy-four  guns  each,  the  Agamemnon,  of 
sixty-four,  and  a  frigate,  and  on  the  29th  of 
the  same  month  arrived  off  Cadiz.  Here  1ms 
lordship  was  received  by  the  officers  and  crews 
of  the  fleet  with  the  most  gratifjring  enthusiasm  ; 
and  the  first  object  of  his  wishes  appears  to 
have  been  to  induce  the  enemy  to  quit  the  port 
and  to  come  out  to  sea.  In  consequence  of  this 
design  he  never  kept  more  than  seven  or  eight 
sail  of  the  line  before  Cadiz,  remaining  himself ' 
with  the  rest  of  bis  forces  near  Cape  St.  Mary, 
while  a  Hne  of  frigates  was  formed  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  several  divisions  of  the  arma* 
ment.  The  admirals  of  the  blockaded  squadron 
had  been  ordered  to  put  to  sea,  in  case  their 
opponents  should  be  weakened  by  detachments, 
or  compelled  by  the  weather  to  quit  the  station. 
It  was  supposed  to  be  their  intention  to  collect 
in  their  cruise  the  squadron  at  Carthagena,  and 
to  make  for  Toulon ;  where  their  number  of 
ships  would  have  been  increased  to  between 
forty  and  fifty  sail  of  the  line,  with  which  it 
was  conjectured  to  be  the  enemy^s  intention  to 
prevent  the  British  and  Russian  troops,  in  Malta 
and  Corfu  from  co-operating  with  the  allied 
jMTces  in  Italy  and  Giermany. 

On  the  I9th  of  October,  Lord  Nelson  dts^ 
patched  Admiral  Louis  with  six  sail  of  the  line 
to  Tetuan  for  stores  and  water.  Informed  of 
this  event,  and  supposing  the  English  to  be  much 
reduced  in  strength^  Admiral  Villeaeuve  availed 
himself  of  the  favourable  juncture  to  obey  the 

Eositive  comuMinda  which  had   been  issued    by 
18  government.      On   the    next  day  the  fleet 
•under  his.  command  got    under    weigh,  and  at 
day-break  on  the  21st,  was  distinctly  seen  from 
the  Victory's  deck^  formed  in  a  close  line  of  bat-> 


tie  off  Cape  Trafalgar,  abeot  t'welA  miles  to 
leeward  of  the  British  fleet,  and  standing  to  the 
south.  Oar.fleet  consisted  of  twenty-seven  sail 
of  the  line,  and  four  frigates;  theirs  of  thirty-* 
three  sail  of  the  line,  and.  seven  frigates,  and 
their  superiority  was  greater  in  size  and  w^ght 
of  metal  than  in  numbers.  Admiral  Viileneuve 
was  a  skilful  seaman,  and  his  plan  of  defence 
was  as  well  conceived,  and  as  original  as  the  plan 
of  attack.  The  Spaniards  were  commanded  by 
Admiral  Oravina  ;  and  four  thousand  troops  were 
embarked  on  board  the  fleet,  under  the  command 
of  General  Contamin,  among  whom  were  several 
of  the  most  skilful  sharp-shooters  that  could  be 
selected,  and  many  Tyrolese  riflemen.  Lord 
Nelson,  certain  of  a  triumphant  issue  to  the  dajr^ 
asked  Captain  Blackwood  on  the  morning  of  the 
21st,  what  he  should  consider  a  victory  ^  and 
being  answered  that  from  the.  situation  of  the 
land  he  should  think  it  would  he  a  glorious  re* 
suit  if  fourteen  of  the  enemy's  ships  were  cap- 
tured, he  replied,  ^  I  shall  not  be  satisfied  with 
less  than  twenty.*'  Soon  afterwards  he  asked  the 
captain  if  he  did  not  think  there  was, a  signal 
wanting.  Captain  Blackwood  said,  he  thought 
that  the  whole  fleet  seemed  very  clearly  to  under- 
stand what  they  were  about.  These  words  were 
scarcely  spoken  before  the  signal  was  made,  which 
will  be  as  imperishable  as  the  achievements  of 
the  British  navy  itself;  it  was  Lord  Nelson's  last 
signal—'^  Bnqland  expects  evert  h  an  to  do 
BIS  DCTT.''  The  shdut  with  which  this  inspiring 
sentiment  was  received  was  truly  sublime. 
^^  Now,"^  said  Lord  Nelson,*  ^^I  can  do  no  more. 
We  nmst  trust  to  the  great  Disposer  of  all  events, 
end  the  justice  of  our  cause.  I  thank  God  for 
this  great  opportunity  of  doing  my  duty."* 

The  commander-in-chief  inunediately  made 
the  signal  foir  the  British  ikeet  to<  bear  u{v  in  two 
columns,  as  they  formed  in  the  order  <rf  sailing; 
a  mode  of  attack  his  lordship  had  prcTiousIy  di- 
rected, to  avoid  the  inconvenience  and  delay  in 
Ibrminga  line  of  battle  in  the  usual  manner.  The 
enemy  formed  their  line  of  battle  with  great  close- 
ness and  correctness  ;  and  as  the  mode  of  attack 
was  unusual,  so  the  structure  of  their  line  was- 
new ;  it  formed  a  crescent  convextng  to  leeward; 
so  that  in  leading  down  to  their  centre.  Lord 
ColUngwood  had  both  their  van  and  rear  abaft 
the  beam.  Before  the  fire  opetied,  every  alter- 
nate ship  was  about  a  cable's  length  to  windward 
of  her  second  a- head  and.  a-stem,  forming  a  kind 
of  double  line,  and  appeared,  when  on  their 
beam^  to  leave  a  very    Uttle  interval    between 


*  HaTmgsefn  that  all  wa9  really,  LonI  Nflton  yettrod  to  tils  cakin,  an^  wrote  the  foltowiog  pray^  t-^"  May  the 
gfyeat  CUid  whom  1  worahip,  gnut  to  ray  country,  aB4  tor  the  henelit  of  Europe,  in  general,  a.  -^reat  and  ^loriou^  victory : 
and  mav  DO  miscondact  in  any  one  tarnish  it;  and  nsay  humanity  afttr  victory  be  the  predominent  featiu'c  in  the  British 
fleet !  Por  myself  individually,  I  commit  my  life  to  Him  that  made  me  ;  and  may  his  bleaaiag  aligflit  on  my  encfeavoiira 
for  fterviuff  my  country  faitkAi  lly !    To  kitn  i  resign  ny  seB*!  and  the  just  cause  which  k  emriisted  to  a»  tn^efend^— Antfiv 


PLAN  OF  Tm  COMMENCEMENT  of  the  BATTLE  of  TKAFALGAB. 

Bmtuh  Fl»t. 


LwboMH  or  Vf  etther  Un«.  |  \-  ^'""^ 


Starimard  or  Lee  Lue. 


2.  Temeraire.  3.  Neptane.  4.  BriUnnia.  &.  LrTiathan.  6.  Canqunor. 
.  Anmemnon.  S  Ajtx.  9.  Orino.  10.  Minotaur.  11.  Spartiat«.  12.  Africa. 
13.  Rcyal  SoTereign,  14,  Belleide.  15.  Han.  10.  Tannant.  17.  Bellempbaa. 
18.  Achille.  19.  PolyphemiM.  20.  RcTenire.  21.  S'vifUure.  22.  Defiance.  23.  Thonderer. 
24.  Defence.  35.  ColDutu.  26.  Friace.  27.  Dreadiioiight. 
28.  Euryftlua.  29.  Fickle-SchDaper.  30.  Siriiu.  31.  Naiad.  31.  Pbnebe. 
;  preaente. 


I.  Enter- 


T 

^« 

.  ,     u>- 

^ 

'^^       <^     ^ 


CoMBtNBD  Fleets. 


Front  Uoes. 


liqaadron  of  ObicrratioB. 
Frigale»,  &c 


San  Au)riHlino.   d  Formidahh-.    <  El  Rdyo.    /MontBlant. 
'  D-Kfufty  Trouin.     i  Herw.     tSantissima  Trinidada.    ISaa 

ReduubtaMe.     o  Neptune,    p  San  Leandro: 
Anna,     t  Pou^ueux^    1  Moaarca.     v  Sea  llOerooHt.     w  PluloD. 
itrtoiJe.    y  Ammaiita.  _   ^^ 

4  Berwick-      B  Arhille.      C  Bahama.      D  San  Joan  Nrptmuceno.      E  Arcfeuna. 
F  AriwDaiitft.     G  Swilisun-.     H  Principe  d'Astarias.     I  L'Aigle.     K  Montanez. 
LHermianp.   M  Bhin.   NTheinUe.    OAi^us.    PBorteiwe.    aFarM.    EConi«lto 
"""  is  Flora,    T  Mercuno. 
KuEActcu  TO  Slurs.    EogliJb  C>~~^'*<"*'>  ^ — ^FceuctiB^ 


fa  Neptnne.  >  Sciaion.  «  San  A 
\  ff  Sail  Francisco  tl'A^is.  k  D<ii{ 
J  Juste,  m  BuoenUiire.  i>  Redi 
f  q  Indumprable.  rSinta  Anna. 
\.x  Intr^pide.    y  A:youaut». 
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them,  and  this  without  crowding  their  ships. 
Admiral  VilleneuTe  was  in  the  Bucentaure  in  the 
centre,  and  the  Prince  of  Asturias  bore  Orarina's 
flag  in  the  rear ;  but  the  Frenteh  and  Spanish 
ships  were  mixed  without  any  apparent  reg^d  to 
order  of  national  squadron.  As  the  mode  of  our 
attack  had  been  previously  determined  on^  and 
communicated  to  the  flag-officers  and  captains, 
few  sigoals  were  necessary,  and  none  were  made, 
except  to  direct  close  order  as  the  lines  bore 
down.  The  oommander-in*chief,  in  the  Vic«> 
tory,  led  the  weather  column,  and  the  Royal 
Sovereign,  which  bore  Lord  CoUingwood's  flag, 
the  lee.*  Lord  Colliogwood,  the  second  in 
command^  having  the  entire  direction  of  his  line, 
was  to  break  through  the  enemy  about  the 
twelfth  ship  from  their  rear:  Lord  Nelson  was 
to  lead  through  the  centre^  and  the  advanced 
squadron  was  to  cut  off  three  or  four  a-head  from 
the  centre.  This  plan  was  adapted  to  the 
strength  of  the  enemy,  so  that  they  should 
always  be  one«feurth  superior  to  those  whom 
they  cut  off.  The  two  columns  of  the  British 
fleet,  led  on  by  their  gallant  chiefs,  continued 
to  advance,  with  light  airs,  and  all  ^ails  set 
towards  the  van  and  centre  of  the  enemy,  whose 
line  extended  about  N.  N.E)>and  8.  S«  W.  In 
'Order  to  cut  off  any  possibility  of  the  enemy's 
escaping  to  Cadi2,  Lord  Nelson  steered  about 
two  points  more  to  the  north  than  Admiral  CoU 
lingwood,  owing  to  which  the  leading  ships  of  the 
lee  line  were  the  first  engaged.  The  Royal 
Sovereign  and  her  line  of  battle  steered  for  the 
centre.  At  half-past  eleven  a.  m.  the  enemy  be* 
gan  to  fire  on  the  Royal  Sovereign,  ^*  See,'' 
exclaimed  Nelson,  *^  how  that  noble  fellow,  Col« 
lingwood,  carries  his  ship  into  action  !"  In  ten 
minutes  afterwards  the  Royal  Sovereign  opened 
her  fire,  and  cut  through  the  enemy's  line  a-stern 
of  the  Spanish  Santa  Anna,  of  113  guns,  en- 
gaging her  at  the  muscle  of  her  gtins  on  the 
starboard  side  ;  when,  being  delighted  at  having 
got  into  action,  CoUingwood,  turning  to  his 
captain,  said,  *^  Rotherham^  what  would  Nel- 
son give  to  be  here?"  The  weather  column, 
led  on  by  Lord  Nelson  had,  in  the  mean  while^ 
advanced  towards  the  enemy's  van  $  flags  had 
been  hoisted  on  different  parts  of  the  Victory's 
rigging  by  his  orders,  lest  a  shot  should  carry 
away  her  ensign.  The  Santissima  Triaadada^ 
and  Bucentaure,  are  described  as  having  been 
the  ninth  and  tenth  ships^  but  as  the  enemy's 
admirals-  did  not  shew  their  flagSy  the  former 
ship  was  only  distinguished  from  the  rest  by 
having  four  decks ;  and  to  the  bow  of  this  for* 
midable  opponent  Lord  Nebon  ordered  the  Vic- 
tory to  be  steered. 

The  enemy  at  first  displayed  considerable 
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coolness;  and  as  the  Victory  approached,  such  liOOKlIt 
of  the  ships  as  were  a-head  of  her  began  fre-  ■ 
quently  to  fire  single  guns,    in  order  to  aseer-  P^-^^' 
tain  whether  she  was  within  range,  when  a  shot  ^ 
having  passed  through  the  main-gallant  sail  of 
the  Victory,  a  tremendous  fire  was  opened  upon 
be^      The  coolness  that  was  preserved  by  hife 
crew,    was    noticed   with  much   satisfaction  by 
Lord  Nelson,  and  he   declared,   that  in  all  his 
battles  he  had  seen  nothing  that  could  surpass 
it.      The  Victory  had   lost  about   twenty  men 
killed,  and' thirty  wounded,  befdre  she  returned 
a  shot :    her  mizen-top-mast,  and  all  her  stud* 
ding  sails,   and  their  booms  on  both  sides  had 
been  shot  away,    when,    at    four    minutes  past 
twelve    she    opened   her   larboard  guns  6n  the 
enemy's   van;   Captain  Hardy  soon  afterwards* 
informed  the  admiral  that  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  break  through  the  enemy's  line  without 
running  on  board  one  of  their  ships,  and  begged 
to  know  which  he  would  prefer.-r-**  Take  your 
choice.  Hardy,"  replied  he,  '*  it  does  not  much 
signify  which.'*    The  tiller  ropes  of  the  Victory 
being  afterwards  shot  away,   she  ran  on  board 
the  Redoubtable,  which  coming  along  side,  fired 
a  broadside  into  the  Victory,    and  immediately 
let  down  her  lower-deck  ports ;  which  was  done 
to  prevent  her  being  boarded  through  them  bv 
the  Victory's  crew ;  nor  \rere  they  again  opened. 
A  few  minutes  after  this,    the  Temeraire  fell 
likewise  on  board  of  the  Redoubtable,   on  the 
side  opposite  to  the    Victory, 'having  also  an 
enemy's  ship  on  board  of  her  on  her  ether  side : 
so  that  the    extraordinary  and  unprecedented 
drcnmstance  occurred  here,  of  four  ships  of  the 
line  being  on  board  each  other  in  the  beat  of 
battle,  forming  as  eompact  a  tier  as  if  they  had 
been  moored  tc^ether,  their  heads  all  lying  the 
same  way.     The  Victory  then  passing  a- stem 
of  the  Bucentaure,  hauled  upon  her  starboard 
side,  and  pouring  in  a  dreadful  broadside,  stood 
for  the  admiral's  old  opponent,  the  Santissima 
Trinadada,  playing  her  larboard  guns  on  both 
ships,  whilst  the  starboard  guns  of  the  middle 
ana  lower  decks  were  depressed,  and  fired  writh 
a  diminished  charge  of  powder  and  three  shot 
each,  into  the  Redoubtable.    This  mode  of  firing 
was   adopted  by  Lieutenants  Williams,   King; 
Yule,  and  Browne,  to  obviate  the  danger  of  the 
Temeraire's   suffering  from   the  l^ctory's  shot 

Eassing  through  the  Redoubtable,  which  must 
ave  been  tiie  case,  if  the  usual  quantity  of  pow- 
der, and  the  common  elevation  had  been  given 
to  the  guns.  A  circumstance  occurred  in  this 
situation,  which  shewed  in  a  most  striking  man* 
ner  the  cool  intrepidity  of  the  officers  and  men 
stfitioned  on  the  lower  deck  of  the  Victory. 
When  the  guns  on  that  deck  were  run  out  their 
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*  Lord  ColliDgwood's  Dispatcties,  dated  off  Cape  ThdUgsr,  Oct  32d« 
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BOOK  Ul  muzzles  came  in  contact  fi^th  4he  RedoubtaUe^s 

"; ~"  side,  and  at  every  discbarge  there  was  reason  to 

^^^^7*^-  fear  ihat  the  enemy's  shm  would  take  fire,  and 
1805  ^^^^  ^be  Victory  and  the  Teraeraire  be  involved 
in  her  flames.  The  (ire-man  of  each  gun  stood 
ready  with  a  bucket  full  of  water  which,  as  soon 
as  the  gun  was  discharged,  he  dashed  into  the 
French  ship  through  the  holes  made  in  her  side 
by  the  shot.  Owing  to  the  judicious  taede 
which  Lord  Nelson  had  adopted,  his  fast  sMliag 
ships,  like  sharp>shooters  in  an  army,  had  half 
gained  the  battle  before  the  slow  sailing  ooea 
came  up  to  their  support,  which,  as  a  corps  of 
reserve,  soon  determined  the  day.  What  the 
genius  of  Nelson  so  ably  planned,  the  British 
fleet  fully  executed.  The  superiority  of  their 
seapien  vras  very  manifest  throughout  Die  ao- 
tiou ;  for  the  enemy's  fleet  by  keeping  with  the 
wind  nearly  on  their  beam  lay  in  a  trough  in 
the  sea,  ana  rolled  considerably,  so  that  one 
broadside  passed  over,  and  the  next  feU  abort 
qf  their  opponents. 

In  the  first  beat  of  the  action,  Mr.  Scott, 
the  admiral's  secretary,  was  killed  by  a  cannon 
ball,  while  in  conversation  with  Captain  Hardy, 
and  near  to  Lord  Nelson.  Captain  Adair,  of  the 
marines,  who  soon  afterwards  fell-,  endeavoured 
to  remove  the  mangled  body,  but  not  till  it  had 
attracted  the  notice  of  the  admiral,  who  very 
feelingly  said,  ^'  Is  ihut  poor  Scott  who  is 
g^ooe?^'  In  a  few  minutes  a  shot  t<traok  the 
fore-brace  hats  on  the  quarter- deek,  and  passing 
between  Lord  Nelson  and  Captain  Uardy^  drove 
off  some  spUnters,  wbich  bruised  the  captain's 
foot.  I'hey  mutually  looked  at  ea>eh  other,  when 
Nelson,  whom  no  danger  couM  affect,  smiled, 
tmd  said,  ^'  This  is  too  warm  vwMrk,'*  Hardy, 
^^  to  last.'*  The  Redoubtable  had  for  some  time 
commenced  a  heavy  fijre  of  musketry  from  her 
tops,  which,  like  those  of  tbe  enemy's  other  ships, 
were  filled  with  riQevkeh. 

At  fifteen  minutes  past  one,  and  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  befc^e  the  Redoubtable  struck^  I^ord 
Nelson,  and  Captain  Hardy,  were  observed  to 
b^  walking  near  the  middle  of  the  quaiAer-deck, 
the  admiral  had  just  commended  ik»  manner 
in  which  one  of  his  ships  near  him  was  fought. 
Captain  Hardy  adYaneed  from  him  to  give  some, 
necessaxy  directions,  and  be  waa  in  the  act  of 
turning,  nenr  the  hatch-way,  with  bis  face 
towards  the  stern,  when  a  musket  ball  struck 
htm  on  the  left  shoulder,  and  entering  through 
the  epaulette,  passed  through  the  spine,  and 
lodged  in  the  muscles  of  the  back,  towards  the 
right  side.  Nelson  instaiU.ly  fell  with  his  face 
on  the  decl^  in  the  very  place  that  was  covered 
with  the  bioed  of  Wa  secretary,    Capl^i^  Hairdy 


turning  round,  saw  the  sergeant  of  marines, 
Seeker,  with  two  seamen,  raising  him  fh>m  the 
deck ;  •*  Hardy,"  said  his  lordsliip,  "  I  beKeve 
they  baTo  done  it  at  last,  my  back-bone  i%  shot 
through."  ♦ 

Some  of  the  crew  immefiately  bore  the  ad« 
miral    to   the  cociq)tt,    and    several    wotmded 
officers,  and  about  forty  men  were  carried  be- 
lew  at  the  same  time.    He  was  met  at  the  foot 
€^  the  cockpit  ladder  by  Mr.  Burke,  the  purser, 
who,  with  the  asaistaBce  of  a  marine,  conTcyed 
him  with  some  diffiouHy  over  the  bodies  of  the 
wounded  and  dying  men,  and  placed  him  on 
a  pallat,  in  the  midshipmaiR's  birth,  on  the  lar- 
board side.    Mr.  Beatty  was  then  caBed,  and 
soon   afterwards  Ae  Rev.  Mr.  Scott  attended  ; 
and  his  lordship's  clothes  were  taken  ofF,  that  the 
direction   of  the  halt  miebt  be  the  better  ascer* 
tained.     ^  Yon  can  be  of  no  vise  to  me  Beatty,'* 
said  liord  Nelson,  ^*  go  and  attend  those  whose 
lives  can  be  presenred.'*    As  the  blood  flowed 
internally  from  tjie  wound,  the  lower  cavity  of 
the  body  graduatty  filled  ;  Lord  Nelson  therefore 
constantly  desired  Mr.  Burke  to  raise  him,  and 
oomplaimng  of  an  excessive  thirst,  was  supplied 
by  the  clergyman  with  lemonade.     In  this  state 
of  su%ring,  with  nothing  but  havoek,  death,  and 
misery  around  him,  the  spirit  of  Nelson  remained 
unsubdued.    His  mind  continued  intent  on  the 
great   object  that  was  always  before  him — bis 
duty  to  his  country.     Under  the  influence  of  this 
feeling  he  anxiously  enquired  for  Captain  Hardy, 
to  know  whether  the   annihilation  of  the  enemy 
might  be  depended  on  ;  but  it  was  upvrards  of  an 
hour  before  that  officer,  conid  at  this  momentous 
oiisis,  leave  tiie  dedc,  and  Lord  Nelson  became 
apprehensive  that  his  brave  associate  was  dead. 
The  crew  of  the  Tietory  were  now  heard  to 
d^er,   and    he  anxiously  denmnded  the  cause, 
when  Juieutenant  Pasco,  who  lay  wounded  near 
him,  said,  diat  one  of  the  enemy's  ships    had 
struck ;  a  gleam  of  joy  lighted  up  the  counten- 
ance of  the  dying  hero,  and  as  the  crew  repeated 
their  cheers,   and  marked    the  progress  of  the 
Yijetory,  his  satisAiction  visibly  increased.  When 
Captain  Hardy  came  down  from  the  deck,  Lord 
Nelson  asxiouisly  said,  ^<  How  goes  the  day  with 
us.    Hardy  ^"      ^^  Ten    ships,    my  lord,    have, 
struck.'*  *'  Bat  none  of  ours  1  hope."   '<  There 
is  no  fear,  wj  dear  lord,  of  that.     Five  of  their 
van  have   tacked,   and   shown   an   intention  of 
bearing  down  upon  us  ;  but  I  have  called  some 
of  our  fresh  ships  round  the  Victory,  and  have 
no  doubt  of  your  complete  success."     Having 
said  this,  Captain  Hardy  found  himself  unable 
any  longer  to  support  the  yearnings  of  a  brave 
apd  affectioQate  bet^rt,  and  ^ithdr^vr  (xom  the. 


*  Life  of  Admiral  Lord  Nebon  by  Clarke  and  M'Artbur,  firom  which  pubhcatioa  tjiis  acc9UDt  ^f  tbe  UM%  of 
Trsfslgsr  is  principally  extracted.. 
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eabin.  Some  time  afterwftrdSy  Lord  Nelson  Wds 
mgaia  vteited  by  the  »ur^e90.  **  I  find/*  safd 
be,  ^*  sometluDg  rising  in  my  breast,  which  tells 
me  I  sliaH  Mdti  be  fone.  God  be  praised  that  I 
have  done  my  duty.  My  pain  is  so  severe  that  I 
devoutly  wish  U  be  released*"  When  the  firiiif 
from  the  Victory  had  in  some  measure  ceased, 
and  the  glorieos  resak  of  the  day  was  accom* 
plished^  CaptaiB  Hardy  immediately  visited  the 
dying  chief,  and  reported  that  fourteen  or  fifteen 
of  the  enemy^s  vessels  had  struck.  '^  Ood  be 
praised  Hardy/^  said  he,  ^^  bring  the  fleet  to  an 
anchor.**  Captain  Hardj^  was  again  returning 
to  the  deck,  whea  the  admiral  called  him  back 
to  deliver  his  last  injunctions,  and  desired  that 
his  body  ipi^ht  be  Cjurried  home,  to  be  buried 


with  the  I'emains  of  his  father  and  mother.    He  600K  Hf 
then  took  Captain  Hanly  by  the  hand,  and  ob-  . 

servitog,  that  he  would  most  probably  not  ^6  y^:  I^* 
him  again  alive,  he  took  a  last  and  afiectidliate  ^^^5 
farewell  of  his  bosom  friend. .  His  voice,  then, 
gradually  became  inarfieulate,  with  all  evidexft 
increase  of  pain,  when  after  a  feeble  struggle, 
these  last  words  were  distinctly  heard — *^  I  have 
done  my  duty,  I  pr^se  God  for  it.**  Having 
said  this,  he  turned  his  face  to  Mr.  Burke,  on 
whose  arm  he  had  been  supported,  and  expired 
without  a  groan.  Such  was  Uie  end  of  this  great 
man,  whose  career  had  been  eminently  useful 
and  brilliauty  and  whose  fate  was  glorious  and 
triumphant.  He  lived  a  bero,  and  died  a 
patriot,* 


*  Admiral  Lord  Nelson  was  the  fourth  son  of  ^e  Bev.  Edward  Nelson  aodi  wtm  born  29th  of  September, 
1758,  at  Bomham  Thorpe,  Norfolk,  of  which  place  his  father  was  rector.  He  began  his  ^dneatioD  at  Norwich  school, 
was  aflerwards  removed  to  North  Walt  ham,  aodat  the  age  of  twelve,  when  the  aation  was  threatened  wilh  war,  in  eei^ 
s^uence  of  the  disputes  about  the  Falkland  islands,  he  entered  on  board  the  RaisoDable,  of  sixty-fonr  guas,  under  his 
maternal  uncle  Captain  Maurice  Buckling* 

He  rose  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  April  1777,  and  was  inxnediateljr  enip1^|fed  as  second  of  the  Lowestofe,  •( 
thirty-two  guns,  00  the  Jaoaaica  station.  In  June,  1779,  young  Horatio  Nelson  obtained  uoder  Admiral  Peter  Park6r« 
the  appointment  ofpost  captain,  and  tlie  command  of  the  Hinchinbroke,  and  when  an  attack  was  expected  in  JaaMiee 
from  the  French  forces  under  I>*£siaing,  the  youthful  hero  was  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  batteriea  of  Port  Royal, 
and  the  defence  of  Kingston  and  Spanish  Town.  In  the  attack  made  in  1780,  upon  Fort  Juan,  in  the  gulf  of  Mexioo, 
his  perseverance  was  ot' infinite  benefit  to  the  public  service.  Here  the  unfortunate  C«l»nel,  then  Captain  Despard,  gal* 
Umtiy  supported  him  in  the  attack,  and  after  storming  the  battery,  they  fought  and  defeated  the  S^aniafda  wiUi  ^eir 
own  guns.  The  uesfi  ship  which  he  commanded  was  the  Janus,  of  forty-fbop  guns,  and  soon  after  he  was  removed  to 
the  Albemarle,  and  continned  on  the  American  station  with  Sir  Samuel  Hood  tiU  the  peaee. 

In  1783  he  visited  France,  and  the  next  jrear  be  was  appointed  to  the  Boreas  of  twenty -eight  guns,  at  the  ,L6e«» 
ward  islands,  and  during  his  continuance  in  tbiaslation  he  married,  March  1787,  Franeea- Herbert  NeiSiC,  widow  of  Dr, 
Nesbit,  of  Nevis,  and  daughter  of  SV,  Herbert,  Ssq.  senior  judge  of  that  island,  then  only  in  her  eig^toenfh  year.    Ho* 
returned  to  England,  Nov*  1787,  and  retired  ta  Buraham  Thorpo,  in  the  bosom  of  domestie  bapploeaa,  till  1793,  when 
tile  war  with  France  called  upon  him  for  the  exertion  of  kls  groat  talents.  He  obtained  the  command  of  the  Agamooiaefi, 
bf  sixty-four  guns,  and  joined  Lord  Hood  in  the  Mediterranean,  where  he  assisted  at  the  taking  uf  Toulon,  and  at  thu 
siege  of  Bastia,  in  which  he  superintended  the  disembarkation  of  the  troops,,  and  ably  commanded  the  batteries.     Ho 
afterwards  had  a  gallant  encounter  with  five  French  ships  «f  war,  and  then  supported  the  siege  of  Caivi,  where  he  lost 
the  sight  of  his  right  eye,  in  consequence  of  some  particles  of  sand  being  violently  dhven  against  it  1^  one  of  the  shots  of 
the  enemy *s  batteries.    Under  the  next  commander,  Lord  Hotham,  he  continued  to  distkigoish  himself,  'particularly  In 
the  engagements  with  the  Fnenoh  fleet,  on  theldth  of  March,  in  July,  17d5,  and  in  the  blockade  of  Geaoa»  When  Admiral 
Jervis  succeeded  in  the  IVIediterranean  command,  the  bvave  hero  removed  from  the  Agaaiemnon  to  the  Captain,  of 
seventy  .'four  guns,  and  soon  afhsr  obtained  a  commodore's  pendant,  and  was  employed  in  the  Uoehade  of  Legfaom,  snmI 
the 'taking  of  Porto  Ferrajo.    On  bis  passage  to  Gibraltar,  in  the  Minerva  frigate,  he  fell- in  with  two  Spaoidi  frigktea^ 
one  of  which,  the  Sabine,  of  forty  guns,  he  UMd(,  and  sailing  immediately  to  join  Admiral  Jervis,  ho  was  pursued  by 
two  ships  of  the  Spanish  fleet,  a  circumstance  which  Has  quickly  oommnnicsied  to  tho  comHuuiflev-in->ohtef,  Sad  in  % 
few  hours  produced  a  general  action.    In  thii  meniQEaUe  fig^  on  the  14th  of  February,  1797,  in  which  flfWen  English 
ships  defeated  a  Spanish  fleet  of  twenty-seven  shipa,  and  took  four  three  deckers,  the  ooaMBodore  behaved  with  hili< 
usual  gallantry.     In  the  Captain,  to  which  he  had  shifted  his  flag,  he  attacked  the  Saatissima  Trinadada,  of  one  hundred 
and  ihrty  guns,  and  passing  to  the  St.  Nicholaa,  of  eighty  guns,  and  then  to  the  San  Joseph,  of  one  hu»dfsd  aa4 
twelve  guns,  he  had  the  happiness. to  aee  both  these  ships*  strike  to  hia  superior  valour.* 

For  his  gallant  conduct  on  this  occasion,  he  was  created  knight  of  the  Batb^  and  in  April  1797,  he  was  made  rearr 
adosind  of  the  bhie,  and  appointod  to  the  oomnumd  of  the  inner  squadron  in  the  blockade  of  Cadiz.  Af^er  making  some 
vigorous,  bat  nnanceessful  attacks  os  the  town,  he  was  sent  by  Lord  St.  Tincent,  to  take  the  town  of  Santa  Crua,  in  tha 
island  of  TVnerHfe,  but  though  he  olitained  possession  of  the  place  f^r  seven  hours,  he  was  unable  to  reduce  the  citadel, 
and  was  permitted  to  retire  unmolested  to  his  ili>et;  During  this  desperate  attack  he  lost  hia  right  hand,  which  waa 
shattered  by  a  shut^  hut  his  life  waa  preserved  by  the  atostttion  of  bis  son-in-Uw,  Captain  Nesbit,  who  during  the  darkness 
of  the  night,  missed  him  ^m  hie  side,  and  letumtng,  found  him  eo^auated  on  the  ground,  and  carried  him  safe  on  hie 
lack  to  the  shere^  where  n  boat  oonveyed  him  to  his  ship.  In  consequence  of  his  wound,  the  g&llant  admiral  received  t^ 
liraiiap  of  IWO?.  1^  m  the  memonal  whieb|^  aeoordmgto  oustom>  he  presea^ted  to  hii  m^^y  on  the  occasion,  be  deokrs^ 

«  to  Book  U.  Cbsf.  I 
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BOOK  III  When   his  lordship  was  seen  to  fall,  the  to  strike  to  British  valour.    The  Victory  finished 

'■*  crew  of  the  Santissima  Trinadada  testified  their  her  honourable  course  with   the  capture  of  a 

CflAP.  TIL  joy  by  a  Tehement  shout  of  triumph.       Their  third  ship^ 
'             '  exultation  was  short ;  for .  they  were  compelled  In  the  mean  time  Admiral  Collingwood  had 
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ia  the  simple  Ungnnge  of  trath,  that  ia  the  g-lorious  semces  in  which  ke  had  been  eirtployed,  he  had  been  engag^ed  with 
the  enemy  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  times.  * 

Among  other  marks  of  public  fa?  our^  he  received  the  freedom  of  the  city  of  London  in  a  gold  bok,  w«rtk  one  hon- 
dred  guineas ;  these  hooours  elccited  him  to  greater  exertions,  and  he  soon  afWr  joined  m  tlie  Vanguard,  Lord  Bt 
Vincent,  and  was  sent  up  the  Mediterranean  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  French  ships,  which  were  ready  to  convey 
BoDi^parte  to  the  invasion  of  Egypt.  Notwithstanding  his  rigilance,  the  fleet  escaped,  bat  he  sailed  in  its  pursuit,  and 
after  returning  from  the  Egyptian  shores  to  Sicily,  almost  in  despair,  he  again  hastened  to  the  mouth  of  the  Nile,  and 
to  the  general  joy  of  his  fleet,  perceived  the  enemy  floored  in  an  advantageous  situation  in  the  bay  of  Aboukir,  flanked 
by  strong  batteries,  and  supported  by  gfun  boats.  Here  he  obtained  One  of  the  most  splendid  and  important  naTsl 
^ctories  recorded  in  history,}  and  as  a  reward  for  his  services  was  created  a  baron,  by  the  title  of  Nelson  of  the  Nile. 

On  his  return  to  Naples  the  naval  hero  removed  the  royal  family  fh>m  the  riolent  popular  commotions  which 
seemed  to  threaten  their  safety,  and  even  their  life,  and  in  July  1799,  in  consaquenee  of  the  success  of  the  Russiaii  arms 
in  Italy,  he  h^  the  satisfaction  to  convey  them  back  from  IHtlermo  to  their  capital,  and  to  replace  the  monarch  on  his 
throne.  On  his  return  home  he  was  received  with  enthusiastig  joy  by  every  rank  of  society.  He  had,  indeed,  every 
earthly  blessing  except  domestic  happiness ;  that  he  bad  forfeited  for  ever.  Before  he  had  been  three  months  in  England 
he  separated  from  Lady  Nelson.  This  was  the  consequence  of  his  infatuated  attachment  to  Lady  HamUton,  the  widow 
of  8ir  William  Hamilton,  who,  neiA  to  his  cenntry«  occupied  his  thoughts,  and  absorbed  his  affections  even  in  the  hour 
^af  death. II  Lord  Nelson  was  soon  after  called  away  to  break  that  confederacy  which  the  capricious  politics  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia  had  formed  with  Denmark  and  Sweden  against  this  country.  In  consequence  of  this,  the  gallant  admiral 
embarked  as  second  in  command,  ui^er  l^r  Hyde  Parker,  and  afler  passing  through  the  Sound,  in  defiance  of  the  bat- 
teries, he  volunteered  to  make  an  attack  on  Copenhagen,  2d  of  Ipril,  1801.  Afler  a  most  vigorous  defence,  the  Danes 
saw  their  strong  batteries  silenced,  and  seventeen  of  tb^r  men  of  war  either  sunk,  burned,  or  taken.$  For  these  services, 
which  were  chiefly  attributed  to  him,  and  not  to  the  commander-in-chief.  Lord  Nelson  was  created  a  viscount,  and  bis 
honours  made  hereditary  in  his  family,  even  in  the  female  line.  On  the  re'Commencement  of  hostilities,  in  1803,  he 
was  summoned  from  his  beloved  retreat  at  Merton,  to  take  the  command  of  the  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean.  Notwith- 
standing his  active  vigilance,  the  French  fleet  escaped  from  Toulon,  and  fVom  the  Mediterranean,  and  af\er  being  joined 
by  the  Cadiz  squadron,  they  sailed  to  the  West  Indies,  but  he  pursued  them  with  rapidity,  and  nearly  came  up  to  tbem 
•ff  Antigua.  Such,  however,  was  the  terror  of  his  name,  that  they  returned  in  consternation,  back  to  Europe,  and 
befofe  their  entrance  into  Cadiz,  had  a  partial  action,  near  Perrol,  with  Sir  Robert  Calden 

Thus  baffled  in  his  attempts  to  overtake  his  terrified  enemy,  Lord  Nelson  returned  to  England  for  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  his  health,  but  in  a  few  weeks  he  was  again  prevailed  upon  to  take  the  command  of  the  fleet  with  very  un- 
limiteil  powers.  On  the  10th  of  October,  1805,  Villeneuve,  with  the  French  fleet,  and  Gravina,  with  the  Spanish,  sailed 
from  Cadiz,  and  on  the  21st,  about  noon,  the  English  squadron  had  the  satisfaction  to  close  with  them  off  Cape  Trafal- 
gar. The  carnage  on  both  sides  was  dreadfhl,  and  the  heroic  chief,  unfortunately  not  covering  the  star,  and  other  in- 
signia, which  he  wore  on  his  person,  became  a  marked  object  to  the  musketeers  who  were  placed,  in  the  tops  of  the 
enemy's  ships.  A  musket  bail,  from  one  of  the  riflemen  of  the  Bncentaure,  struck  him  in  the  left  breast,  and  in  about 
two  hours  after,  he  expired  in  the  arms  of  victory,  retaining  to  the  last  his  firmness  and  heroism,  and  rejoicing  in  the 
glorious  triumphs  which  his  death  ensured  to  his  countiy. 

The  remains  of  the  illustrious  hero  of  Trafalgar,  were  brought  in  his  own  ship,  the  Victory,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Thames,  and  conveyed  to  Greenwich,  and  on  the  9th  of  the  following  January,  they  were  deposited  in  St.  Paul's 
cathedral,  with  all  the  pomp  and  solemnity,  the  tributes  of  regret  and  of  affection,  which  a  grateful  and  independent  nation 
could  pay  to  a  departed  conqueror.  His  brother,  the  heir  of  bis  honours,  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of  an  earldom,  with  a 
grant  of  0000/.  a  year,  10,000/.  each  was  voted  to  his  two  sisters,  and  100,000/.  for  the  purchase  af  an  estate  to  per- 
petuate die  memory  of  the  conqueror,  and  the  gratitude  of  England.  As  a  professional  character.  Lord  Nelson  possessed 
a  mighty  genius,  an  ardent  spirit,  and  a  resolute  mind  ;  cool,  prompt,  and  discerning  in  the  midst  of  dangers,  he  roused 
an  his  powerful  energies  into  action,  and  the  strong  faculties  of  his  soul  were  vigilantly  exerted  in  the  midst  of  tbe  fury 
of  battle,  to  make  every  accident  contribute  to  the  triumph  of  his  crew,  and  to  the  glory  o'f  his  country.  So  highly 
established  was  his  reputation,  that  his  presence  was  a  talisman  to  the  courage  of  his  sailors,  who  fought  under  him  as 
•are  of  victory,  and  regarded  his  approbation  as  the  best  solace  for  their  fatigues  and  their  sufferings. 

*  MEMORIAL— "  To  the  King's  most  excellent  Miyesty,  the  Memorial  of  Sir  Horatio  Nelson,.  K.  B.  and  a  reai^«dmiialin  your  Mi^esty*! 
fleet,  Shewcth,  That  during  the  present  war,  your  memorialist  has  been  in  four  actions  with  the  Jieets  of  the  enemy,  namely,  on  the  I5th  and 
14tfa  of  Mardi,  1795,  on  the  13th  of  July,  1795,  vid  the  14th  of  February,  1797«  in  three  actions  with  frigates,  in  six  engagements  against 
batteries,  in  ten  actions  In  boats  employed  in  cutting  out  of  harbours,  in  destroying  vessels,  and  in  taking  three  towns.  Youi'memorialist  has 
-also  served  on  shote  with  die  amy  fbur  mon^,  and  commanded  the  batteries  at  the  dege  of  Bastia  and  Cslvi.  That  during  the  war  he  has 
assisted  at  tlie  capture  of  seren  ssol  of  the  Ipe,  six  frigates,  f«ur  corvettes,  and  eleven  privateers  of  different  sizes,  and  taken  and  destroyed  near 
fifty  sail  of  merchant  vessels,  and  your#emorialist  has  actually  been  engaged  against  the  enemy  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  time& 
In  which  service  your  memorialist  has  lost  his  right  eye  and  arm,  and  been  cieverdiy  wounded,  and  bruised  in  his  body.  AH  of  which  services 
iSid  wound?  your  memorialist  most  humbly  submits  to  your  Majesty *s  most  gracious  considenrtaau 

October  1797.  (Signed)  iSfii^bUXM. 

t  See  Book  11.  Chap.  Y.  %  Ste  Bode  II.  Chap.  XVIIL  ||  Soutby^s  life  of  NckNL 


OF  THB   FRBmOH  SBTOI^UTION. 


006 


I'Miyi'lJI 


eloidy  eoffagsd  the  rear  of  ih»  enemy )  and 
eoolrumtea  id  do  alight  4egree  lo  tbe  reiiewa 
of  the  British  flag;*  Suoeesik  was  ne  longer 
donbtfiil;  by  thrise  in  tbeaftepDOODy  the  line  ef 
the  combined  foreea  had  given  way,  and  many 
of  their  ships  were  eMiflr  metroyod  #r  taken.  It 
is  but  justice  to  add,  that  bath  tbe  Freneh  and 
the  Spaniards  fought gattaotly,  Severalof  the 
Snglish  ships  were  assailed  by  two  antpgonists 


Ht  a   tine*     Among  these  the  Temeraire  was  BOOK.  Ill 
boarded  on  one  si^e  by  tt^  Spaniards,  apd  on 
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the  other  by  the  French.'  Tbe  double  swarm  ^'^^*^^^; 
poiired  in  moltitndes  on  the  quarter-deck,  rnshed  "  -  ^  ' 
to  the  fl^g  staff,  tore  down  the  coloufs,  an4 
hoisted  their  own.  The  spirit  of  Britons  ^as 
roused  by  this  daring  exploit  The  crew  of  the 
Temerairo,  after  an  animated  ^tri^ggle,  cleared 
the  decks  of  the  enemy,  dashed  ai^ray  the  hostile 
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BsmeH  Ftasr. 


Gum* 
▼  ictDry    •••  *»••«*•••  iOO 

T^nneraire 99 

Neptone  .« 9d 

BritanDia ISSO 

I 

Conqueror  ••  74 

jLemthan    74 

jiiaZi**  •••••••••  •«•*••  74 

Orion  •••....., •  74 

A^araemnon   ......  64 

Minotaur... 74 

Spartiate 74 

Africa 64 


Royal     Sovereigfn  110 
Mars    ••.. 74 


Belklsle 


•• . ..« ... *•. 


74 


Tonnant  80 

Bellerophon     74 

Colossus  74 

Achille 74 

Polyphemus    ......  64 

Revenge •  74 

SwifUure 74. 

Defence    74 

Thunderer ^  74 

Defiance 74 

Prince  98 

Dr«>kdnougbt  98 


Van. 

CAdmfral  Lord  Nelson. 
(  Captain  Hardy. 

'    Captain  E.  Harvey. 

Captain  T.  F.  Freemantle. 
5  Earl  of  Northesk. 
\  explain  Charles  Bullen. 

Captaia  Israel  PeUew. 

Captain  If.  W.  Bayntun. 

Lieut.  J.  Pilfold  (acting.) 

Captain  Edward  Codringtoa. 

Sir  Edward  Berry. 

Captain  C.  J.  !M.  Mansfield. 

Sir  P.  Laforey. 
•   Captain  Henry  Digby. 

'Rear* 

{Vke««din.  Lord  Collingwood. 
Captain  Rotlierbani. 
Captain  George  DuflT. 
Captain  TVilUam  Hcrgood. 
Captain  Charles  Tyler. 
Captain  John  Cooke. 
Captain  J.  N.  Morris. 
Captain  Richard  King. 
Captain  Roliert  Redmill. 
Captain  Ricbard  Moorsom. 
Captain  W.  6.  Rutherford. 
Captain  George  Hope. 
Lieut.  J.  Siockham  (acting.) 
Captain  P.  C.  Durham.   - 
Captain  Richard  Grindall. 
Captain  John  Conn. 


9478  guns. 


cxclttsire  of  fonr  Trii^teSf  a  schooner,  and  a  cutter. 

Captain  Duff,  of  the  Mar4 ;  and  Captain  Cooke,  of  the 
Bellerophon,  both  fell  in  the  service  of  their  country  on 
this  memorable  occasion. 

(No.  8$.) 


Combined  Flset. 


s^ 

^ 


4/ 


S 


Gum. 
*8aB  Ddefonto 74 

*  San  Joan  Nepomuceno  74 

*  Bahama 74 

Swifts^re .,...., 74 

''•  Monarca «... 74 

Fougueux 74 

IndomptabFe   ••. ^*  84 

» * 

fifucent^urs -« —  ^ 

*  San. Francisco... .........  74 

*  El  Rayo...^..^ lOQ 

*  Neptuno 84 

Berwick  74 

Aigle    '. 7'4 

Achille 74 

Inftr^pide.. • •..*•  74 


{ 


*  Ban  Augustin.... 74 


*  Santissima  Trinidada...l40 

Redoubtable    74 

*  Argonauta • 80 


O 

2 
.S 

S 


*  Santa  Anna* 112 

Algezira8...Cfvr^cA.^ 74 

Pluton  (wreek) 74 

*  San  Juste...  (wreck.),..  74 

*  San  Leandro  (wreck.)  64 
Principe   d^Asturias 

(wreck,) 112 

Aivonante  ...  (wteek,)  ...  74 

*  Neptune  (iervieeable,)  84 
Heros...  (serviceable)  ...  74 

*  Montanez  (serviceable)  74 

Formidable    80 

Mont  Blane  74 

Scipion 74 

Duguay  Trouin 74 


Commanders, 

Brigadier  Don  J.   dp 
Vargus. 

{Brigadier  Don 
C.  Churcum. 
i  Brinidier  Don 
\  A.  D.  Galiano. 
M.  Villemadrin. 

Don  Argumosa. 

M.  Beaudouin. 

M.  Hubert. 
r  Admiral  Yillenevf  e. 
•^Captains  Pigmy  and 
(  Majendie. 

Don  L.  de  Flores. 
CBri<radler  Don 
\  H.  Maodonne h   .    •    . 

{Brigadier  Don 
O.  Valdee. 
M.  Camas. 
M.  Courrege.  ' 

M.  De  Nteuport. 
M.  Infornet. 
Brigadier  Don 
F.  X.  Cagi'gal. 
Read-adm.  Cisneros; 
Brigadier  Don 
F.  Uriarte. 
M.  Lucas. 
Don  A.  Par^o. 

rVi.lail.DonJ.d'Ala7«, 
<  Captain  Don  J,  Dp 
(  Gardoqui. 

C  Rear-admiral  Magon. 
(  Captain  Bruraro. 

M.  Cosmao 

Don  M.  Gasten. 

Don  J.  D.  Quevedo. 
C  Ad.  Don  F.  Gravina. 
\  Don  Escano. 

M.  Epron. 

M.  Maistral. 

M.  Poulain. 

Don  F.  Alcedo. 
C  Rear-admiral  Duma- 
\     noir. 

M.  Le  Viilegries. 

M.  Berenger. 

M.  Trou&t. 


2,648  guns. 

The  15  ships  marked  thus*  were  Spanish  ;  the  other  18 
Frendi;  in  addition  to  which  the  combined  fleet -hail 
7  frigates. 
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ROOK.  Til  ensiles,  and  a^n  eleTated  the  proud  standard 
'  of  na^al  soYereignty  with  loud  hasxas.    Captains 

Chap.  VII.  Freemantle,  Conn,  Harwood,  and  the  Earl  of 
Northesk,  particularly  distinguished  AemseWes 
in  this  celebrated  battle ;  and  indeed  erery  offi- 
cer and  seaman  of  the  fleet  in  his  performance 
exceeded  the  orders  of  the  commander-in-chief, 
conveyed  in  the  ever  memorable  eignBA-^E^igland 
expects  every  man  to  do  kis  duty.* 

Gravina  with  ten  sail,  joined  by  the  frigates 
to  leeward,  made  for  Cadis.  The  five  leading 
ships  of  the  enemVs  van  tacked  and  standing  to 
the  south,  to  windward  of  the  British^  were  en-> 
gaged,  and  the  sternmost  taken.  The  others 
escaped,  leaving  to  his  majesty's  fleet  nine- 
teen ships  of  the  line,  of  which  tvTo  were  first 
rates,  the  Santissima  Trinidada,  and  the  Santa 
Anna,  with  the  thr«e  flag  officer*.  These  were 
Admiral  VilleneuTe ;  Don  Ignatio  Maria  d'Aliva, 
vice-admiral ;  a^d  the  Spanish  rear-admiral  Doii 
Baltazar  Hidalgo  Cisneros.  General  Contamin, 
the  commander  of  the  troops  embarked,  was  also 
taken  in  the  Bucentaure.  By  some  mismanage- 
ment of  the  crew,  the  Achille,  a  French  seventy- 
four,  after  her  surrender  took  fire  and  blew  up ; 
lut  two  hundred  of  her  men  were  saved  by  the 
tenders.  The  Spanish  Vice-admiral  d*Aliva 
died  of  his  wounds  ;  but  Admiral  Villeneuve 
was  sent  to  England,  and  afterwards  permitted  to 
return  to  France,  where,  as  the  French  govern- 
ment assert,  he  destroyed  himself,  dreading  the 
consequences  of  a  court-martial. 

In  this  splendid  triumph  the  total  British 
loss  amounted  to  423  killed,  and  1,064  wounded. 
Twenty  of  the  enemy's  vessels  struck ;   but  a 

fale  of  wind  coming  on  from  the  south-west, 
fteen  of  the  priies  went  down,  one  efiected'its 
escape  into  Uadiz,  and  four  only  were  saved. 
The  wounded  Spaniards  were  sent  on  shore,  on 
an  assurance  that  they  would  not  serve  again  till 
regularly  exchanged ;  and  the  Spaniarc^,  with 
a  generous  feeling,  which  would  not,  perhaps, 
have  been  found  in  any  other  people,  offered  the 
use  of  their  hospitals  for  the  wounded  British 
seamen,  pledging  the  honour  of  Spain,  that  they 
should  thene  receive  all  possible  care  and  atten*- 
tion.  li  is  such  conduct  that  distinguishes  the 
warfare  which  may  unfortunately  arise  between 
civilized  nations,  from  the  savage  and  relentless 
hostility  of  barbarians. 


<<  After  sutih  a  victory  itis  unneoessnry  to 
enter  into  eaooraiams  on  the  partiealar  parts 
taken  bj  the  aevend  oommandexs;  thei  emtcla^ 
Bi<»i  says  more  on  the  subject  than  Inanage  can 
express ;  the  spirit  which  anunated  ml  vfaa  the 
same ;    when  dl  exert  themselTes  sealoaaly  la 

>  thrir  country's  service,  all  deserve  that  their 
high  merits  should  stand  recorded ;  and  never 
vras*high  merit  more  cons|MGUouB  than  ia  the 
battle  of  Trafalgar.'^t  On  this  oecasion,  tiie 
country  poured  forth  its  tribute  of  approbatimi 
with  no  parsimonious  hand.  The  thanks  of  both 
houses  of  parliament  were  conferred  upon  the 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  fleet ;  gold 

,  medals  were  awarded  to  those  who  had  parti- 
cularly distinguished  theoiselves  on  this  memo- 
rable day ;  and  in  addition  to  the  honours  and 
rewards  showered  down  upon  the  fiimily  ai  the 
fallen  hero,  the  dignity  or  B«ron  of  the  nmted 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  an 
annuity  of  two  thousand  pounds  a  year,  to  Jiim- 
self  and  his  two  next  hdrs,  was  conferred  upon 
Vice-admiral  CoHingwood,  by  the  atyle  and 
title  of  Baron  CoUhigwood  of  Caldburne  and 
Hethpoole,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland. 

The  four  ships  under  Rear-admiral  Du- 
maneir,  which  escaped  to  the  southward  towards 
the  close  of  the  action  of  Trafalgar,  after  a 
short  respite  shared  the  fate  of  their  companions. 
On  the  night  of  the  second  of  November,  Rear- 
admiral  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  cruising  off  Fer- 
rol,  with  four  ships  of  the  line  and  three  frigates, 
fell  in  with  what  he  thought  the  Rodieford 
squadron,  but  which  proved  to  be  the  fugitives 
from  the  combined  fleet,  to  which  he  immedi- 
ately gave  chase.  A  little  before  noon  on  the 
4tti,  the  French  admiral,  finding  an  engagement 
unavoidable,  came  to  close  action ;  and  after  a 
well  supported  contest,  continued  for  nearly 
three  hours  and  a  half,  all  the  four  ships  struck 
to  the  English,  but  not  till  they  had  become 
quite  unmanageable.  These  ships  proved  to  be 
the  Formidable,  of  eighty  guns,  and  the  Mont 
Blanc,  Scipion,  and  Duguay  Trouin,  of  seventy- 
four  guns  each,  on  board  of  all  of  which  the 
slaughter  had  been  very  great,  but  the  loss  on 
board  the  English  ships  amounted  only  to 
twentv-four  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  eleven 
wounoed. 

Thus  was  the  naval  power  of  France  and 


*  Before  the  Inttk  began,  Lord  Nelson  entertained  a  presentiment  that  this  would  be  tbe  last  day  of  his  life,  and 
seemed  to  look  for  death  with  almost  as  sure  an  expectation  as  for  rictory.  Bnt  although  this  gloomy  foreboding'  occu- 
pied his  mind,  and  though  be  had  more  than  once  oliserfed,  that  the  «iemy  would  endeavour  to  mark  him  out  as  one  of 
their  Tiptims  ;  yet  his  lordship,  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  put  on  the  stars  of  the  different  orders  with  which  he  had  been 
iuTested.  His  secretary  and  chaplain,  apprehensive  that  these  insignia  might  expose  his  person  to  unnecessary  dangler, 
endear oured,  but  in  ysAu^  to  prevail  upon  him  to  take  them  off.  To  all  thdr  entreaties  he  replied^-**  la  hoiiowr  1  i[ained 
them,  sad  in  honour  I  will  die  with  them,*' 

■  * 

t  Admiral  CoUingwoo^'s  Dispatehes,  dated  October  22. 
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her  ally  reduced  to  insigiiifioaBce.  The  phan- 
toms of  '*  ships,  colonies,  and  commerce,*'  which 
had  floated  baore  the  imafpnation  of  the  Emperor 
Napoleon,  were  diased  from  the  regions  of  pro- 
bability, and  Great  Britain  was  confirmed  in 
ber  paramount  dominion  of  the  seas.  The  plea- 
sure of  the  country  deriTed  from  the  victory  of 
the  fallen  hero  was  so  deeply  tinged  with  regret 
for  one  of  the  bravest  of  her  sons,  that  the  yoice 
of  gratulation  was  mute.  The  memory  of  Nel- 
noB  was  consecrated  by  every  individaal  in  the 
state ;  and  his  best  mAnument  was  found  in  the 
bosoms  of  his  fellow  subjects. 

The  battles  of  Trafalgar  and  of  Ferrol,  in 
some  degree,  consoled  the  countrv  for  the  dis- 
asters on  the  continent ;  but  they  failed  to  cheer 
the  drooping  spirits  of  the  premier,  which  were 
rapidly  sinking  under  the  accumulated  pressure 
imd  diffioulties  of  his  situation.  Afflicted  at  those 
miscarriages  which  had  overwhelmed  his  endea- 
yours  to  recover  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 
and  degraded^  as  he  thought  himself,  by  nis 
fruitless  endeavours  to  avert  the  disgrace  of 
his  friend  and  colleague,  he  was  hastening  to 
the  tomb  under  the  combined  influence  of  men- 
tal anguish  and  bodily  disease.     As  none  of 


the  colleagues  of  Mr.  Pitt  had  ever  aspired  to  BOOK  Iff 
take  a  lead  in  the  cabinet,  they  all  appeared  -i-.—..—.^ 
ready  at  the  prospect  of  his  speedy  dissolution  to  Cbap.  VII. 
abandon  the  helm.    Much  doubt  and  solicitude,  ->^^y^^ 
both  in  and  out  of  parliament,  prevailed  as  to  the      1805 
future  arrangements  of  office.    In  the  difierent 
rolls  of  political   connexions,  there  were  many 
persons    of   brilliant   faculties,    and    enlarged 
understandings ;    but  of  these  some  were  sup- 
posed to   be  particularly   objectionable  to  the 
crown.    The  great  difficulty  however  likely  to 
arise  consisted  in  uniting  the  materials  of  which 
the  future  administration  was  to  be  formed,  and 
in  assigning  to  the  members  their  proper  de- 
partments without  exciting  jealousy  and  discon- 
tent.    The  prospects  of  the  country  were  by  no* 
means  animating.    Scarcely  at  any  period  in  our 
history  has  the  condition  of  the  kingdom  called 
forth  more  anxiety  and  silent  apprehension,  than 
the  dose  of  a  year  marked  by  extraordinary 
events  both  foreign  and  domestic,  a  year  that 
had  afibrded  many  causes  for  grief  and  dismay ; 
some  occasions  for  temporary  joy,  and  others  for 
every  feeling  in  which  the  most  exalted  patriotisia 
can  indulge. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


British  History:  Important  of  the  Victory  of  Tra/algar^^Meeting  of  ParUameMi — LaM 
Sieknoi  and  Death  of  Mr.  Pitt^-Memoir^  Dissolution  of  the  Ministry — TJem  Ministry — 
Lord  GrenoiUe  and  Lord  EUenborough*$  Appointments — New  MUitary  Prcject — linanat — 
The  Last  Speech  delivered  by  Mr.  Fox  in  ParUamex^'^oinnn  Pledge  of  ■  Pm^ameat  to 
Abolish  the  Slave  Trade— Impeachment  of  Lord  MehiUe — fiegodstHm  fat  Peaee  b^weem 
Great  Britain  and  France. 


BOOK  in        .  THE  situation  of  Europe^  at  iOie  com- 

' —  meacement  of  1800,  was  unexapipled  in  history* 

Oha^.TIIL  Two  riyal  natioiiH  bad  aiBqttired>JDiot  merely  a 
~iiiA^^  deoided  prepoaderaoce,  but  ajo^  absolute  ao^  mi- 
two  controlled  dominioD,  the  one  over  the  seas,  the 
other  oTer  the  laiuL  If  the  battle  of  Austerlitz 
ibad  Gonfirmed  the  oiilitary  superiority  of  France 
OTer  other  natio9s>  and  left  her  without  a  riyal 
on  the  continent,  the  yietory  of  Trafalgar  bad  no 
less  decisively  established  the  naval  superiority 
of  England,  and  crowned  all  her  former  victories 
en  the  ocean.  The  accumulated  fruits  of  the 
persevering  labours  of  four  years,  on  the  part  of 
France  and  her  dependencies,  to  form  and  col- 
lect a  navy,  fit  to  cope  with  the  maritime  forces 
of  England,  had  been  swept  away  and  annihi- 
lated in  a  single  action.  The  importance  of  such 
a  victory  to  England,  cannot  easily  be  exag- 

! ^crated.  For  it  ,was  not  merely  that  the  high- 
brmed  expectations  of  France  from  her  newly 
repaired  marine,  in  which  she  had,  so  weakly . 
indulged  and  prematurely  exulted  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  campaign,  were  thus  abruptly 
and  completely  frustrated :  or,  that  her  projects 
of  invadmg  the  British  islands,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  a  powerful  fleet,  were  again  defeated  : 
nor  was  it  even  that  the  ipost  splendid  victory  had 
on  this  occasion  been  won  by  England,  that  ever 
was  gained  at  sea  :  or,  that  the  greatest  number 
of  vessels  of  first  rate  roae^itude,  had,  in  this 
action  been  taken  and  destroyed,  that  ever 
rewarded  a  conqueror  in  any  naval  combat ;  but 
the  g^eat  and  incalculable  advantage  to  Eng- 
land, was  the  universal  conviction  arising  from 
this  victory,  that  in  the  skill,  bravery,  and  discip- 
line of  her  naval  forces,  she  was  so  incompara- 
bly superior  to  her  enemies,  that  all  their 
future  efforts  to  contend  with  her  for  the  empire 
of  the  seas,  must  be  as  unavailing  as  their  past 
endeavours  bad  been  fruitless.  If  the  trident  of 
Neptune  be  really  the  sceptre  of  the  world, 
England  was  now  the  mistress  of  the  globe* 
The  maritime  trade  of  all  nations  was  at  ber 
mercy,  and  subject  in  many  respects  to  her  con- 
troul.    There  was  no  country  which  she  could 


not  visit  with  her  fleets  to  conciliate  its  friendship, 
or  take  vengeance  for  its  hostility ;  and  what  was 
of  more  importance  to  the  true  interests  and 
permanent  welEare  of  Great  Britain,  there  was 
no  independent  state  out  of  the  reach  of  France, 
which  she  might  not  hope,  by  a  wise  and  en- 
lightened policy,  to  attach  steadBy  to  her  party. 
No  country,  independent  of  her  enemy,  confd 
prospcgr  without  England  partaking  in  its  pros- 
periiy  :  no  country  could  increase'in  wealth  or 
popiUaiion,  without  finding  by  experience,  that 
the  ties  of  connection  with  England  were  drawn 
closer  by  its  own  progress  and  improvement. 

But  great  and  splendid  as  were  the  present 
circumstances,  and  fair  as  were  in  some  respects 
the  future  prospects  of  this  country,  her  situation 
on  the  whole,  was  fall  of  danger  and  alarm.  It 
was  not  the  power  and  pre-eminence  only,  but 
the  existence  of  Great  Britain  that  was  threa* 
tened  with  dang^ ;  and  this  menace  proceeded 
from  an  enemy,  who  was  actuated  by  every 
motive  of  policy,    ambition  and  resentment  to 

fmrsue  her  utter  ruin  and  destruction.  Eng- 
and  was  the  only  power  that  had  ever  set  bounds 
to  his  ambition,  or  maintained  with  him  a  success- 
ful contest.  She  had  defeated  in  a  former  war 
his  most  favourite  enterprise,  and  had  rejected 
with  scorn  and  contempt,  the  offers  of  peace, 
which,  in  the  overflowings  of  unlocked  for  snc- 
cess,  he  had  addressed  to  her  sovereign.  Eng- 
land, once  subdued.  Napoleon  might  plausibly 
argue,  he  would  be  the  sole  and  undisputed 
master  of  the  universe,  but,  while  England 
retained  her  independence,  her  maritime  superi- 
ority, and  her  inveteracy  against  him,  he  must 
expect  (o  be  thwarted  in  all  his  commercial  and 
colonial  views,  confined  to  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  compelled,  for  safety,  to  surround 
his  throne  with  an  armed  force,  instead  of  emerg- 
ing, as  he  desired,  from  the  precarious  and 
uncertain  condition  of  a  military  chief,  to  be 
placed  at  the  Imad  of  a  regular  government,  and 
the  founder  of  a  dynasty  of  kings. 

Afler  the  peace  of  Presburg,  France  was  at 
liberty  to  direct  her  whole  force  and  energies 
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againat  £ngkuid.  No  longer  deterred  from  an 
inyasion  by  the  fear  of  a  continental  oottfederacy, 
^e  had  only  to. decide  what  was  the  moat  expe* 
dient  and  [iractieaUewity  ^  conduotingit.  If 
England  had  notbio^  to  aptNrehend  from  any 
number  of  troops  mhiA  Bonaparte  might  land 
upon  h^r  ebores,  there  were  olber  parts  of  the 
British  ei|ipire  not  equally  invulnentble  to  his 
attacks.  Ireland  was  expiosed  by  her  grievances 
4o  the  sedueiioa  of  his  emissariea, .  and  easily 
-accessible  by.  her  situation  to  the  invasion  of  his 
army.  Rebellion  had  'been  put''  down  in  that 
•country,  .but  discontent  still  eiusted  in  the  minds, 
of  the  people.  The  fire,  which  had  lately 
blasted- with  s^  muAh  fury,  was  smothered,  but 
not  extinguished. 

At  this  moment  of  danger  a^d  dismay,  when 
the  surrender  of  Ulm  and  the  battle  of  Austerlitz, 
were  still  receht  events,  when  the  extent  of  the 
late  calamities  was  still  unknown,  and  the  imme- 
diate consequences  were  apprehended  to  be  more 
fatal  than  any  that  ever  flowed  trom  them,  there 
-was  no  efficient  government  in  England.  Mr. 
Pitt,  in  whose  wisdom  and  patriotism  a  great 
mcjoritv  of  the  people  had  for  many  years 
reposed  their  oonndance^  was  sinking  under  his 
innrmities  and  rendered  incapable  of  attending 
to  public  business.  His  colleagues  were  men  of 
inferior  parts,  and  at  that  time  had  credit  for  less 
ability  than  they  really  possessed.  In  this  pos- 
ture of  affairs,  parliament,  after  repeated  proro- 
gations, was  at  length  suffered  to  meet  on  Tues- 
day, the  21st  day  of  January,  1806,  and  as  the 
mtate  of  his  ms^esty^s  sight  did  hot  permit  him  to 
deliver  his  speech  from  the  throne,  that  assem- 
bly was  opened  by  commission.  After  the  u^ual 
formalitiea,  the  commission  was  opened  by  the 
clerk  at  the  table,  and  the  JLord  Chancellor  read 
the  speech  from  the  throne. 

The  principal  topics  of  the  speedi,  were 
congratulations  on  the  splendour  of  our  late 
naval  successes,  mixed  with  suitable  expressions 
«f  regret  for  the  lamented  death  of  the  hero  by 
whom  they  were  achieved.  His  majesty  next 
informed  parliament  that  he  had  directed  the 
treaties  concluded  with  foreign  powers  to  be  laid 
hefore  them  ;  and  while  he  lamented  the  late  dis- 
astrous events  on  the  continent,  he  congratulated 
the  two  houses  of  parliament,  on  the  assurances 
which  he  continued  to  receive  from  the  Emperor 
of  Russia,  of  that  monarches  determination  to 
•adhere  to  his  alliance  with  Great  Britain.  He 
next  signified  to  the  house  that  he  had  directed 
the  sum  of  one  million  sterling,  accruing  to  the 
crown  from  the  droits  of  admiralty,  to  be  applied 
to  the  public  service  of  the  year  ;  and  concluded 
by  recommending  vigilance  and  exertion  against 
the  enemy,  as  bv  such  means  alone  the  present 
contest  could  be  brought  to  a  happy  consumma- 
tion. The  address  which  was,  as  usual,  framed 
(No.  36.) 


on  the  model  of  the-  speech,  was  moved  in  the  BOOK  HI 

house  of  lords  by  the  Earl  of  Essex,  seconded  t'— 

by  Liord  Carieton  ;  and  in  the  house  of  commons  Chap.VUI 
by  Lord  Franoas   Spencer,    seconded  by  Mr.    ^^^^ 
Ain^licv      An  amendment  to  the  address  was      ^^ 
read  in  the  house  of  lords  by  Earl  Gowper,  and 
in  the  house  of  commons  by  Lord  Henry  Petty, 
bttt  on  account  of  the  dangerous  indisposition 
of  Mr.   Pitt,  who  was  at  that  moment  on  his 
deatli'-bed,    the ,  amendment  was  not  in  either 
bouse  proposed  as  a  motion. 

The  premier,  it  appeared,  had  left  Bath  on 
the  10th  of  January^  and  on  his  arrival  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London,  on  the  day  folkJwing, 
had  taken  up  his  residence  at  his  own  bouse,  on- 
Putoey  Heath.  His  health  had  been  for  some 
time  in  the  most  alarmJQg  state.  He  was  ema- 
ciated in  the  extreme,,  reduced  to  the  greatest 
possible  debility,  and  as  the  functions  of  his 
stomach  no  longer  performed  their  office,  little 
hope  was  ente^rtamed  of  the  re-establishment  of 
his  health.  In  this  deplorabb^  situation  he  wan 
seisKed  witji  the  symptoms  of  a  fever,  of  diat  sort 
called  Ti/phui;  Jus  pulse  rose  to  (me  hundred 
and  thirty  ^  and  he.  was  ocoasioually  delirious^ 
but  in  general  drowsy  and  lethargic.  A  consti- 
tution so  exhausted  by  previous  disease,  sunk 
rapidly  under  the  violence  of  his  present  malady, 
and  at  a  quarter-past  four  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  23d  of  tiannary,  he  expired. 

Thus  died  William  Pitt,  in  the  47th  year  of 
his  age,  after  having  enjoyed  greater  powen  and 
popularity,  and  hind  the  first  place  in  the 
government  of  his  country,  for  a  longer  course  i 

of  years,  than  any  former  minister  of  England* 
'J'hat  he  was  a  person  of  the  most  rare  and  splen* 
did  qualities,  a  powerful  orator,  a  skilful  par« 
liamentary  debater,  and  an  expert  and  enliglit^i** 
ed  financier,  will  be  universally  admitted.  That 
he  was  disinterested  with  regard  to  money,  and 
sincerely  and  ardently  attached  to  the  honour  and 
welfare  of  his  country,  can  as  little  be  doubted. 
But  whether  the  appellation  of  illustrious  states- 
man, has  been  justly  applied  to  him,  is  a  ques« 
tion  on  which  men  may  reasonably  differ.  The 
French  Revolution  was  the  great  event  of  his 
time,  and  his  conduct,  with  regard  to  that  tre« 
mendouB  political  convulsion,  is  the  touch-stone 
by  which  posterity  will  decide  his  claims.  It  is 
in  vain  to  urge,  that  the  French  revolution  was 
an  event  without  a  precedent.  It  is  the  part 
of  a  great  statetunan  to  steer  his  way  in  safety, 
where  tliere  is  no  track  to  direct  his  course. 
But  though  it  must  always  be  a  matter  of  un- 
certainty, whether  a  different  policy  from  that 
pursued  by  Mr.  Pitt  would  have  neen  more  fortu- 
nate than  his,  it  will  not  be  denied,  that  a  more 
complete  failure  of  success  than  attended  his 
efforts  to  check  the  progress  of  the  revolutioOi 
cannot  well  be  imagined.  Had  he  interferJEsd,  as 
0  P 
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BOOK  III  Mr.  Fox  io  bis  Bituatioii  woald  probably  haye 
'  done,  at  an  early  period  of  tbe  revolution,    to 

CiiAP.VIII.  prevent  the  great  continentat  powers  from 
^"^^"""^  iDtermeddling  to  the  aiiairs  of  France,  and 
disturbing  the  setttenaent  of  her  government, 
ttie  direful  scenes  that  followed  m^t  possibly 
have  been  prevented,  and  France,  if  left  to  her* 
self  could  never  have  obtained  a  military  ascend- 
ency, by  which  she  was  enabled  to  menace  the 
independence  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  over- 
run the  continent  of  Europe.  As  a  minister, 
the  power  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  for  many  years 
unbounded;  but  the  circumstances  attendant  on 
bis  return  to  office  in  1B04,  deprived  him  of  the 
support  of  the  ablest  and  most  respectable  of  hi« 


friends,  and  in  his  second  administration  be  wss- 
reduced  to  difficulties  and  expedients  to  maintain 
his  authority:  The  disastrous  termination  of  hi» 
loBt  coalitioo  .affatnst  Prance,,  bad  lessened  con- 
siderably the  piwlic  confidence  in  his  administra- 
tion, but  the  general  opinion  of  bis  merits  and 
past  services  was  not  matenaUy  influenced  by 
these  misfortunes.  His  nwn  views  of  the  por- 
tentous aspect  of  public  aflkirs  at  this  crisia 
may  be  suffisiently  collected  from  bis  dyio<r 
exclamation — ^*  Oh  !  my  country,'^  and  the  Prime 
Minister  of  England  may  he  added  to  the 
number  of  victims  that  fell  by  the  battle  of 
Austerlitz.* 

The  death  of  Mr*^  Pitt,,  at  so  cntieaL  a  junc* 


*  Tbb  Riqht  Hon.  WILLIAM  PITT,  ths  second  son  of  William,  Karl  of  Chatfiant,  was  Bora  at  Hayes* 
1^  28th  of  May,  1750.     From  his  earliest  years  he  was  instructed  by  his  father,  who  foresaw  t]ie  future  elevation  of  his 
•on,  and  taught  him  to  argue  with  logical  precision,  and  to  speak  with  elegance,  correctness,  and  force.     Be  was  after- 
wards  under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  and  at  the  proper  age  he  was  admitted  member  of  Pembroke  hall,  Cam- 
bridge, where  he  had  for  his  tutors  Dr.  Turner,  since  dean  of  Norwich,  and  Dr.  Prettyman,  now  Dr.  Tomlioe,  bishop  of 
Lincoln.    Under  the  guidance  of  these  able  men,  he  rapidly  matured  hia  knowledge  of  classical  literature,  and  of  mathe- 
■natics,  and  he  left  the  uniTersity  with  die  degree  of  M.  A.  and  a  high  character  for  application-,  for  abilities,  and  for 
correctness  and  propriety  of  deportment.    He  next  entered  as  student  at  Lincoln^  inn,  and  was  caltied  to  the  bar,  and 
%fterward8  went  once  or  twice- on  the  western  circuity  where  he  was  occasionally  employed  as  junior  counsel.     A  higher 
situation,  koweTer,.  afwaiti^d'bim.    At  the  general  election,  in  1780,  he  was  proposed  «b  member  for  Gambridg!e  univer- 
%hyy  but  few  seeonded  his  pretensions,  and  on  the  23d  of  January,  in  the  following  yearj  he  obtained  a  seat  for  Appleby., 
on  the  interest  of  Sir  J.  Lowther.     luthe  house  he  enlisted  on.  the  side  of  opposition  ajfainst  Lord  North  and*  the  Ama- 
vican  war;:  and  bis  first  speech,  which  was- in. support  of  Mr.  Burke's  bill  for  economical  reform,  displayed* that  com- 
manding eloquence  which  many  of  the  members  had  before  sa  warmly  applauded  in  his  illustrious  father.     In  the  early 
part  of  bis  political  career,,  be  was  an  able  and  strenuous  advocate  for  parliamentary  i*eform ;  and  the  first  motion  which 
he  ever  submitted*  feo^  the  house  of  commons,  was  for  a  mow  equal  representation  of  the  people  in.  parliament,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  at  least  one  hundred  members,  consisting  of  knights  of  the  shire  and  representatives  of  the  metropolis.    This  was 
a  subject  that  deeply  interested  the  young  patriot ;  and  at  the  meetings  to  promote  a  reform. in  the  commons- house  of  par- 
liament, held  at  the  Thatched  House  Tavern,  Mr.  Pitt  sat  as  a  delegate.,  C>n  the  dt^athof  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  he 
accepted,  at  the  age  of  22,  the  office  of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ^  and  tmder  the  adtnini^tration  of  which  He  formed 
a  part,  the- American  war  wasiooneluded'.    Though  he- ably  defended  the  conduct  of  his  colleagues,  the  terms  of  peace 
were  regarded  by  the  majority  of  tbe  nation  as  unpopular,  and*  the  ministry  was  dissolved.     Restored  to  privacy  Mr.  Pitt 
passed  some  months  on  the  continent ;  and  after  vinttng  Italy,,  and  several  of  the- German  courts,  he  returned  to-fing<k 
land,  and  on  the  dismissal  of  die  coalition  administration  of  Mr.  Fox  and  Lord  North,,  he  was  selected  for  the  arduous 
office  of  firal  lord  of  the  treaaury,.  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  ISth  of  Dec.   17B3»    Thus  seated  at  tbe  bead  of 
afiairs,  he  beni  the  great  poweis  of  his  mind  to  the  framing  of  &  biH  for  the  regulation  of  Indian  affairs,  which  might  be 
more  palatable  to  the  nation,  and  less  objectionable  than  that  of  Mr.  Fox.    His  attempts,  however^,  were  at  first  unavaiU 
JUg,.  as  his  predecessors,  though  dismissed  from  office,,  still  retained  their  influence  in  the  commons ;.  andin. consequence 
of  this  struggle  betweea  the  house  and  the  king's  prerogative,,  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  sense  of  the  nation  in  a  new 
parliament*.    The  people  warmly  seconded  the  measures  of  the  youthful  premier,  and  the  new  parliament  not  only  ap- 
proved of  his  India*  bill,  but  adopted  his  fitiancial  system  for  the  reduction  of  the  national  .debt  by  a  sinking-fund,  and 
fsemented'the  commercial*  treaty  which,  under  his  auspices,  had  been  concluded  with  France,  on  a  basis  advantagi^ons  t<» 
the  interests  and  the  prosperity  of  England.    During  the  unfortunate  iUness  with  which  the  king  was  afflicted  in  1788, 
Mr.  Pitt  suocessliilly  resisted  the  riglit  l»f  the  Prince  of  Wales' to- assume  the  reinaof  government,  which  Mr.  Fox  as 
warmly  maintained.    Hitherta  popular,  and  suooessfhl  as  a  peace  minister,  Mr.  Pht  had  now  to  contend  with  a  new  aud 
Ibrmidtible  adversaiy  in  the  French  revolution.    During  the  continuance  of  hostilities  for  eight  years^  in  situations  where 
all  precedents  were  unavaiUng,  and  all  the  politiGal  principles,  of  forftiev  times  disregarded,  the  premier  conducted  the 
aifiurs  of  the  nation  with  great  vigour-jmd  perseverance,  but  unfortunately  without  attaining  Ihe  objects  for  which  the  war 
was  commenced*  and  persevered  in,,  and  at  length  he  was  obliged  to  retire  fronkthe  head  of  aCAurs  te  make  room  lor  an 
administration  which  might  with  more  propriety  and  greater  probability  of  success^  negociate  a  peace  with  France.    Tbe 
insidious  peace  of  Amiens,  effected,  under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Addington,.  met  with  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Pitt,  as. 
the  most  advantageous  which  the  situation  of  the  continent,  and  the  gigantic  power  of  France  could  allow,  and.  in  1S04 
he  was  again  replaced  at  the  head  of  affairs.    Difficulties,  however,  surrounded  him  on  all  sides ;  many  of  his  old  col- 
leagues had  joined  the  ranks  of  opposition,  and  not  a  few  condemned  the  method  by  which  he  had  regained  hit 
ascendancy  in  tbe  king's  coundte ;  and  it  may  be  asserted  that  the  complicated  machine  of  government  was  to  be  directed, 
Jin  all  its  minute  parts^  by  him  alone.    Unappalled.by  tlie  dangers  which  thieatened  his  country,  and  actively  awaka  to 
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ture,  WES  considered  as  a  Ttrtuai  dissolution  of 
the-  existing  adrainistnition.  His  colleagues 
were  men  of  little  weight  or  consideration  in  ttie 
country  ;  and  besides  the  want  of  publie  confi- 
dence in  these  ministers,  they  were  aisunited  and 
without  a  head.  As  they  were  connected  together 
by  no  public  princli^e,  no  sooner  had  the  death 
of  their  patron  dissolvett  the  only  tie  that  united 
them,  than  symptoms  of  disunion  and  disagree- 
ment began  to  appear  in  their  ranka;    and  11 


contributed  not  a  little  to  the  dispersion  of  the  BOOK  Ilf 
party,    that    while  many   competitors   present-    ' 
ed  themselTes  for  the   place    of  leader,   there  CHAr.VllI. 
was  no  person  of  their  number  so  pre-eminent  ^"^iqaJ^ 
for  his   station  or  abilities,  as  to  be  raised  by 

Kneral  consent  to  that  distinguished  situation, 
circumstances  so  discouraging,  it  is  not 
Wonderful,  that  the  surviving  members  of  Mr. 
Pittas  administration  resigns  to  their  oppo«^ 
nenta  the  reins  of  government  without  a  strug^ 


resist  all  the  attacks  of  parliamentary  opposFtion,  he  fbrmedthaf  ilT-fitted'  confederacy  witB  Jtossiff  and  Austria,  which  ter- 
minated in  the*  peace  af  Presburg,  and  hastened  his  own  dissolution.  Three  days  before  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Bishopr 
of  Lhicolh,  who  never  left  him  during  bis  illness,  after  informing  him  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  his  physicians,  that  his 
life- was  in  the  most  imminent  danger,  and  that  probably  he  had  not  many  hours  to  iive,  requested  to  administer  to  himr 
the  consolations  of  religion.  "  I  fear,"  said  Mr.  PitI,  **  I  have,  like  too  many  other  men,,  neglected  prayer  too  much  to^ 
have  any  ground  for  hope,  that  it  can  be  efficacious  ou  a  deatb-»bed— **  bat,'* — rising  as  he  spoke,  and  clasping  his  bands 
with  the  utmost  ferrenc^  and  devotion,  **  I  throw  myself  entir^fy"  (the  last  word  being  pronounced  widi  a  strong  eropha* 
•is)  "  npon  the  mercy  of  C&od,.  througfa  the  merits,  of  Chsist  P" .  The  bishop  then  read  tba  prayers  to  him,  and  he  seemed 
to  join  in  them  with  cakn  and  humble  piety.  On  the  aoniversary  of  tba^day  on  which,  five  and  twenty  years  before,  he 
had  become  a  member  of  the  British  senate,  he  breathed  his  last  without  a  stru^g^e  and  without  pain.  On  a  motion  of' 
the  Hon.  Henry  LaaceUes,  made  in  the  house  of  commons,  oathe  27tb  of  January,  and  carried  by  a  majority  of  25S" 
to  H9  voices,  kis  remains  were  buried  at  the  public  expence,.  in  Westminster  Abbey,  by  the  side  of  hi»  father,  witk 
becoming  funeral  pomp,  the  Berald  pronouncing  after  the  corpse  had  descended- into  tlw  tomb,  the  emphatical  words  :-^ 
non  nbitedpairia  tdxit. — ^be  lived  not  for  himself,  but  for  hi»  country. 

'^  As  a  statesman  I  the  energy  and  firmness  of  Mr.  Pittas  mimf  were  demonstrated  by  his  measures.  Abroad  he  haiP 
to  eontepd  with  the  most  gig^antic  power  which  ever  raised  icielf  in  opposition  to  the  greatness  of  this  country ;  while  at 
home,  he  bad  to  support,  at  the  same  time,  commercial  and  national  credit,  to  allay  the  turbulent  spirit  of  mutiny, 
to  extinguish  the  fl^me  of  rebellion,  and  to  provide  for  the  importunate  calls  of  famine.*'*  **  However  deplor* 
aUy  hia  schemes  of  fbreign  policy  might  fail,  whether  firom  deficiency  in  political  sagacity,  or  ftom  incapacity 
or  treachery  of  aHies,  his  advocates  will  triumphantly  maintain  that,  in  a  point  of  prunary  importance,  he  suc- 
ceeded-^ he  saved  the  English  constitution.  If  this  be  true  na  pcaise  can  exceed  his-  desertSi  To  have  preserved  a 
constitution  which  has  raised  man  to  the  true  level  of  his  nature,,  vhioh  has  rvpermd  »ouh^  which  secures  to  every  indivi* 
4aal,  under  its  protection,  a  degree  of  pnactical  liberty  of  writing,  of  spealang,  and  of  actioB,  greater  than <exists*in  any 
ather  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe,  must  emblazon  his  name  to<aU  posterity.  His  opponents  however,  will  remind  us  - 
af  unhallowed  attempts  to  deprive  us^of  these,  protu)  distinctioaa ;  and  they  will  contend,  that  great  as  are  the  honotna 
that  should  be  paid  to  his  memory,  if  the  measures  of  his  administration  should  appear  to  have  been  really  the  means  of 
preserving  the  glorious  monument  of  the- wisdom  of  our  ancestors ;.  so  great  must  be  the  indignatioa  that  should  pursue 
U,  if  they  should  have  proved  to  have  impaired  its  magnificence,,  to  have  undermined  its  foundation^,  and  to  have  ex* 
posed  us  to  the  hazard*  of  a  contest,-  in  which  not  comouin  interests  only  vFere  involved,  but  on  the  issue  of  which  was 
staked,  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  the  heart  of  a  BViton,  every  thing  that  can  render  life  itself  valuable  and  desirable,  "f 
Notwithstanding;^  the  early  tincture  which  the  mind  of  Mr.  Pitt  may  be  supposed  to  hava  received  in  ikvour  of  freedom^ 
tfiere  is  not  perhaps- to  be  found  in  all  the  voluminous  additions  which  he  made  to  t>ur  acts  of  parlfament,  a  single  disin- 
terested law  introduced  hy  him  in  fkvour  of  the  Uberty  of  the  subject.  It  is  truej  that  the  spirit  of  ^e  times  may  ia 
some  degree  account  for  this  extraordinary  fact^  but  it  is  impossible  ta  suppose  that  all  improvements  in  dvil  and  religious 
liberty  should  have  ceased  during  the  twenty  years  of  his  ministry,  if  he  had,  in  office,  been  what  he  undoubtedly  waa- 
when  he  first  entered  upon  public  life — an  ardent  friend  to  the  liberties  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Pitt  possessed  no  particular  advantages  of  person  or  physiognomy,  the  first  of  which  was  ungraceful,  the 
second  repulsive,  ra^er  than  attractive^  As  &  speaker  he  waa  thought  to  be  wichbut  arrival  ::such  was  the  happy  choice 
ef  his  words,  the  judicious  arrangement  of  his  subject,  and  the  fiicinating.efTect.of  a  perennial  eloquence,  that  his 
wonderful  powers^  were  acknowledged  even  by  those  who  happened  to  be  prepossessed'  against  biaargameatsi  When 
employed  in  a  g^ood  cause,  he  was  irresistible ;  and'ina  bad  one,  he  could  dazzle  the  judgment,  lead  the  imaginatfon  cap*, 
live,  and  seduce  the  heart,  even  while  the  mind  remained  firm  and  unconvinced.  Ambitioa  aind-the  love  of  power  were 
bis  ruling  passions  v  his  mind  was  elevated  above  the  meanness  of  avarice.  His  personal  integrity  was  unimpeached; 
and  so  far  was  he  from  making  use  of  his  opportunities  to  acquire  wealth,  that  he  died  insolvent..  '*  With. a  manner  aomeu 
what  reserved  and  distant,  in  what  might  be  termed  his  public  deportment,  no^  man  was  ever  better  qaalifted  to  gain,  sr 
more  successful  in.Gxing,  the  attachment  of  his  friends,  than  Mr.  Pitt.  In  the  society  of  his  intimate  friends,. he  vw 
distinguished  for  a  kindness  of  heart,  a  gentleness  of  dfemeanonr,  and  a  playfulness  of  good  humour,  which  no  one  ever 
witneMSfd  without  interest,  or  participated  without  delighL."t  MiMlesty  was  astriking  feaUirein  hischaraeter-;  and  in  1m^ 
conduct  he  was  rigidly  just,  and  strictly  moral. 

"  Giffbrd'8  Histoiy  of  the  Pblitiad  Life  of  Mr.  Fitt.  f  Life  of  Dr.  B^ddoes,  by   Dr.  Stoek. 
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BOQUJIl  gle,  and  even  refusfd  to  ratain  charge  of  Ihem 

r-—  ^ben  urged  io  thai  dn^  iby  i)ie  solieitationsiof 

CaAP.VIII.  the  oourt.  Delerved  by  4Me  «tate  qf  bis  pf  rty 
""""^l^^^^  from  accepting  the  offices  aad  aiiuaiioD  .^aqant 
two  i^y  the  death  of  Bfr.  jPitt,  Lor4  Hawkesb^cy,  4o 
iwhom  the  offer  had  .been  made^  4cclaied  to 
take  upon  himself , the ^overameat  of  bis  caiuatr^« 
His  refusal  wh^n  rroade  known  ta  the  puUic^ 
commanicated  uaiwrsal  satisfactioa,  aad  men 
were  disposed  to  give  him  credit  for  fbcbQaBa^qa 
end  self-denial,  as  well  as  for  prudence,  till  they 
were  informed  that  he  had  obtained  for  himself  a 

frant  of  the  wardensihip  of  the  Cinque  Poris,  a;ad 
ad  procured  the  warrant,  conferring  upon  turn 
that  lucrative  appointmeat,  to  be  passed  with: 
anusual  expedition  threu|[^  the  4>ubiic  «ific€Sy 
as  if  he  had  entertained  the  appfobensioii  -that 
its  progress  might  be  arrested,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  the  grant  questioned  by  his  successors. 
'the  wardeaship  of  the  Cinque  Port§  having 
iieen  in  this  manner  disposed  of,  and  everv 
attempt  to  form  an  administration  from  the  wreck 
of  the  late  ministry,  having  proved  unsuccessful, 
his  majesty  was  at  length  advised  to  call  in 
4he  assistance  of  Lord  Grenville.  A  message 
was  conveyed  to  his  lordship,  on  the  26th  of 
January,  by  Lord  Dartmouth,  desiring  his 
attendance  at  Buckiagham  House^ 

I^ord  Grenville  bavins  obeyed  the  summops, 
was  graciously  informed  by  his  majesty,  that  be 
wished  to  consult  him  on  the  formation  of  a  new 
ministry ;  to  which  his  lordship  is  said  to  ba^ 
replied,  with  proper  acknowledgments  for  so 
distinguished  a  mark  of  his  majesty's  conBdeace, 
that  his  majesty  was  already  in  possession  of 
his  sentiments  on  that  subject ;  he  was  convinced 
that  an  administration  to  be  of  any  effectual 
service  to  the  country,  must  not  be  formed  on  an 
exclusive  principle,  but  must  comprehend  all 
the  leading  men  of  the  country.  His  maje/ity 
replied,  that  it  was  his  wiib  to  have  Lord  Gren- 
;ville^s  opinion  who  ought  to  be  included  in  such 
aa  administration ;  his  lordship  is  said  to  have 


answered,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  thus  early  ia 
the  business,  to  apprize  his  majesty,  that  the 
pecson  be  should  consult  with  was  Mr.  Fox# 
^'  I  tboi|ght.i»0|  ,ai^  I  meant  so,''  is  said  to  have 
been  his  majesty's  most  gracious  reply.  After 
t^,  I^rd  Grenville  was  honourea  with  two 
other  audiences  of  the  king ;  and  on  the  Sd  of 
February^  the  new  ministerial  arrangonents  wera 
finally  settled,  and  embraced  the  leadinf^  mem<- 
hers  of  ,tjiie  three  parties  designated  by  tha 
appellation  of  the  old  and  new  opposition,  and 
the  Sidmouth  party.* 

After  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  the  great  objects 
for  which  Mr.  Fos  had  been  drawn,  with  un- 
feicnedTeliji^tance,  from  his  jEaivourite  retirement 
and  induced  to  embark  again  in  the  business  and 
oontanlions  of  public  life,  were,  first,  the  main- 
•tenaace,  and  next,  the  restoration  of  peace ;  these 
objects  he  had  never  ceased  to  recommend,  and 
when  unexpectedly  invested  vrith  power,  and  at 
liberty  to  chuse  whatever  place  best  suited  him 
in  the  government,  he  shewed  how  sincerely  he 
had  these  objects  at  heart,  by  the  department  of 
the  stafte  which  he  ^elected  f6r  himself.  Though 
to  the  leader  of  a  party,  the  office  of  first  lord 
of  the  treasury  must  have  been  peculiarly  accept* 
able  by  the  opportunities  it  would  have  afforoed 
him  of  rewarding  the  seal  and  aitaoliment  of  his 
adherent^,  yet,  the  reflectioD^  that  by  taking  the 
plaoe  of  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  ai&irs,  he 
should  be  placed  iu  a  sitaaxion  where  he  could 
most  eiectuaUy  contribute  to  the  restoration  of 
peaee,  deeided  .his  choice,. and  determined  him 
to  prefer  a  place  with  liitle  or  no  patronage,  ta 
one  whioh  has  infinitely  the  greatest  influence 
and  patronage  of  any  office  under  government 
When  Mr.  Fox  declined  to  be  first  lord  of  the 
treasury,  that  place  naturally  devolved  on  Lord 
GrenyiUe.  0ut  his  lordship  held  the  office  of 
auditar  of  tbe  excbequer,  which  is  incompati* 
ble  with  that  of  first  lord  of  the  treasury.  It 
was  scarcely  tp  be  expected  that  Lord  Gren* 
viUe  would  res^n  tbe  audiftorsbip  of  the  exche- 
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Viiooixnt  Sifdmouth,  •• 

iLord  Gretivflle, 

Loid  H«wiek  (fftta  Mr.Givf) 
JUdof  Moin, ..•. 

Sid  SptncBf 

Bight  Hflo;  Chu.  Jm.  Fox, 

Rtr  Hoe.  Wm. 


Lord  Elleaboioaght 
Lord  Hcniy  PeC^» 


TnMeat  of  Ae  CoaodL 

Lend  Hijsh  dMOwellor. 

LordPnvySetL 

Fint  Lord  of  the  Tieasar]r(Frime  Bifin.) 

Pint  Lord  of  the  Adimndty. 
Mait«  Gcnend  of  the  Ordnance. 

f  Seoetary  of  State  for  the  Home 

i     Department 

Secretary  of  State  ftr  Forcigti  Ajffinrt* 

/  Seoetaiy  of  State  for  the  Depattp 

I    mcDtof  War  and  the  Colonies. 

/  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Courts 

i     King's  Bendi. 

r  Chancellor  and   Under  Ticaraitr 

i    of  the  Ezdieqiier. 


Lord  MintOt 

Earl  of  Derby, 

Rl.  Hon.  Rd.  Fitzpatricky  ... 
Rt  Hon.  R.  B.  Sheridan,   ... 

Earl  Temple, 

Lord  John  Townsbend,  ..... 
Earl  of  Buckinehanishire, ... 

Earl  of  Carystbii,  

Rt.  Hon.  Nkholas  Vanaittazt, 

JoAin  King,  Esq.  

Sir  Wm.  Grant, 

ttr  A.  Puntt, 

Sir  Samud  Reniilly,  .•^. 


f  President  of  the  Board  of  Cootroal 
t     for  te  a&iii  of  India. 
ChapoeUor  of  tbe  Duchy  of 
Secretary  at  War. 
Treasurer  of  the  Navy. 

Joint  PayMaster  GencnL 


} 


j  Joint  Ftist^Master  GencraL 
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Seaetaties  of  the  Tnotuiy. 

Master  of  the  RoQt. 
A  ttomey -GencnL 


The  Duke  of  Bedford  went  as  Lotd-Heutetiant  to  Iidand*  aecompaaied  by  the  Riaht  Hon.  Wm.  Elliot  as  his  chief  sccrdtf  y. 
Mr.  Geoige  Ponsml^  wag  appointed  Chaaodlor  Mid  Keeper  of  Ibe  Seals  in  Irdaad,  and  Sir  John  Newport,  Chanodlor  of  the 
Excliefiitti 


OF  n'HS    FRBNea    ItETOLUTlON. 


&ra; 


«)uery  a  place  i?bich  he  held  for  life,  en  being 
made  prime  minister,  from  which  office  he 
naig^ht  be  removed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  crown. 
It  ^vras  therdbre  deemed  necessary  to  bring  a 
bill  into  parliament,  to  enable  the  auditor  of  the 
#xofaequer  to  accept  the  office  of  first  lord  of 
the  treasury,  without  forfeiting  his  present  situa- 
tion ;  and  in  order  to  palliate  the  objections  that 
loi^t  be  made  to  this  equivocal  union,  Lord 
Grenville  was  impowered  to  name  a  trustee  to 
hold  the  office  of  auditor,  so  long  as  his  lord- 
«lup  should  continue  in  the  situation  of  first 
lord  of  the  treasury ;  which  trustee  should  be 
responsible  to  the  auditor  for  the  salary,  and  to 
the  public  for  the  due  execution  of  his  office. 

The  appointment  of  Lord  Ellenborough  to 
a  seat  in  the  cabinet,  was  a  measure  of  still  more 
4oubtful  policy.  This  proceeding  had  become 
the  subject  of  general  discussion  ai^  animadver- 
sioB  in  the  country,  and  at  lenflfth  it  was  brought 
before  parliament,  by  the  Earl  of  Bristol,  iii  th^ 
house  of  lords,  and  by  Mr.  Spencer  SStanhope, 
in  the  house  of  commons.  On  the  dd  of  March; 
the  neble  earl  moved  a  resolution,  stating  it  to 
be  the  opinion  of  that  house, 

^  That  It  was  bi^My  inexpcdieiil,  ami  tended  to 
weaken  the  admiDistration  of  justioe,  to  sunuBoii  to  aoy 
committee,  or  Msembly  of  the  Privy  Cottocil,  any  of  the 
judges  of  his  majesty *s  courts  of  comoion  law." 
f 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Lords  Eldon, 
Borringdon,  Mulgrave,  and  Hawkesbury;  and 
oppoaed  by  Lord  St.  John,  the  Earls  of  Carlisle 
^nd  Caernarvon,  ViscouRt  Sidmouth,  and  Lords 
Holland  and  Grenville;  and  on  the  question 
being  put  the  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
division.  On  the  same  day,  a  resolution  of  a 
similar  tendency  was  moved  in  the  house  of 
commons,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Canning,  Lord 
Castlereagh»  Mr.  Fercival,  and  Mr.  Wilberforce ; 
fnd  opposed  by  Mr.  Bond,  Lord  Temple,  Mr. 
Fox,  Lord  Henry  Petty,  and  Mr.  Sheridan. 
The  previous  question,  being  put  on  the  resolu- 
tion, was  carried  by  a  majority  of  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two,  to  sixty^four  voices. 

On  the  part  of  the  ministry  it  was  contended 
that  the  cabinet,  as  such,  is  not  responsible  for 
the  measures  of  government ;  thai  no  individual 
iDinister  is  responsible  for  more  than  his  own  acts,^ 
and  such  advice  as  he  is  proved  actually  to  have 
given ;  that  the  lord  chief  justice  is  always  a 
privy  counsellor,  and  that  a  cabinet  counsellor 
performs  no  duties,  and  incurs  no  responsibility, 
to  which  a  privy  counsellor  is  not  liable ;  that  the 
Domination  of  Lord  Ellenborough  to  a  place  in 
the  cabinet,  was  not  only  strictly  legal,  but 
justifiable  on  the  ground  of  precedent  and  oonsti* 
tutional  analogy  ;  and  that  the  tendency  and 
effect  of  bis  appointment,  had  be^n  misunderr 
•tood,  or  misrepiesented  by  the  supporters  of 


the  motion,  before  parliament.      But  the  public  HOOK  III 

could  easily  perceive  the  difference  between  the ^- — 

actual  duties  of  a  privy  counsellor  and  those  of  a  Chap.VIII. 
cabinet  counsellor ;  between  the  occasional  and  '"^l^^^^ 
habitual  exercise  of  the  same  functions  ;  between  *®^ 
the  right  of  taking  a  part  in  the  political  dis- 
cussions of  the  day,  and  the  necessity  of  giving 
an  opinion  on  all  state  affairs  as  they  arise. 
And  they  who  reflected  on  the  slow  and  bene- 
ficial progress,  by  which  judges  had  been  de- 
tached from  state  intrigues,  and  removed  but 
of  the  pernicious  atmosphere  of  court  influence, 
could  not  but  regret  that  the  stream  had  now 
taken  a  retrograde  direction,  and  threatened  to 
Aow  back  into  that  gulph  in  which  so  many 
judges  had  perished  in  former  times.  In  thi^ 
view  of  the  subject,  the  Appointment  of  a  lord 
chief  justice  to  a  seat  in  the  cabinet,  was  to  be 
considered  rather  as  a  precedent  that  might 
lead  to  evil  consequences,  than  as  a  measurtf 
from  which  any  mischief  was  at  present  io  be 
apprehended ;  and  such  was  the  impression  that 
remained,  after  the  conclusion  of  this  debate  on 
the  minds  of  many  excellent  and  enlightened 
persons  throughout  the  kingdotn. 

No  subject  had,  of  late  years,  so  frequently 
engaged  the  attention  of  parliament  as  an  in- 
quiry, into  the  best  mode  of  increasing  and  re- 
cruiting the  army.  Project  had  succeeded  pro-> 
ject,  and  experiment  after  experiment  had  been 
tried.  Every  posdble  variety  of  form  bad  been 
given  to  our  military  establishments,  and,  as  if 
the  rulers  of  the  country  had  been  desirous  of 
indulging  &  speculative  curiosity,  every  specie^' 
of  military  force  had  been  resorted  to.  It  waa 
the  merit  of  Mr.  Windham,   to  whom  this  de- 

Jartment  of  the  public  se^ice  was  now  con- 
ded,  to  abandon  the  complex  plans  and  vi- 
sionary speculations  of  his  immediate  predeces<» 
sors,  and  to  trust  to  the  simple  and  obvious 
expedient  of  bettering  the  coiidition  .and  .pl*oa- 
pects  of  the  aoldiery,  for  the  future  increase' 
and  supply  of  the  army.  On  the  dd  of  April,' 
Mr.  Windham  introduced  the  subjeM  of  his  new 
military  arrangements  to  the  consideration  of 
the  house  of  commons.  After  some  introduc- 
tory observations,  there  were,  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  remarked,  two  ways  by  which 
an  army  might  be  recruited — ^force  or  ch6ice. 
Force,  Mr.  Windham  contended,  was  peculiarly 
unfitted  for  England,  where  its  operation  would 
be  at  once  less  efiioacious  and  more  oppressive 
than  in  countries  subject  to  arbitrary  govern*^ 
ment.  Force  then,  being  excluded,  choice,  or 
voluntary  enlistment,  was  the  only  means  left 
us  for  procuring  soldiers,  and  it  Was  the  present 
bttsinese  of  the  house  to  consider  h<>w  those 
means  might,  ui  the  most  effectual  manner,  ad« 
Kance  the  proposed  end.  If.  the  inquiry  was 
made^   why  of  late^  yeara  thia  uiatrumeH(  had 
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JIOOK.  ill  MUA  in  Ecgtand  (for  it  used   not  formerly  to 
.............^  be  ineffieacious)  it  would  be  found  that  the  mi* 

CuAP.VIII.  lUary  profesaion  in  this   country  wf^s  not  auffi- 

"^^v^^^  oieotly  rewarded,  when  compared  with  the  other 

1806      qccupatioBs  open  to  the  lower  orders,  and  was, 

therefore,  considered  by  the  body  of  the  people 

aa  less  eligible  than  other  calUngs. 

To  reduce  these  principles  to  practice,  it 
beboTed  us  to  consider  what  was  the  most  eligi* 
bla  W4iy  of  improving  the  condition  of  the  soU 
diery.    Little  was  to  be  done  by  increasing  the 

Eay  of  the  army^  though  mueh  might  be  effected 
y  encourskgement .  of  a  diflferaot  sort.    A  better 
provision  might  be  made  for  those  persous  who 
were    disabled   from    further    service    by  their 
woundsy  infirmities,  or   age.      But  the  great 
fbange   which  he  proposra    to  introduce    into 
the  army  was  in  the  terms  of  its  engagement' 
Instead  of  an  engagement  to  serve  for  life,  be 
proposed  that  the  soldiers  in  future  should  be 
enlisted  ta  serve  for  a  term  of  years  only.    Tbe 
term  of  military  service  should  be  divided  into 
tibree  periods,  of  seven  years  each  for  the  in* 
^Atry,  and  for  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  the  firsit 
period  to  be  ten  yeara^  the  second,  six  years,  and 
the  third,  five  years.    At  tbe  end  of  every  period 
title  soldier  should  have  a  rigJU  to  claim  bis  dis« 
charge.     If  be  left  the  army  at  the  end  of  the 
first  period,  he  should  be  entitled  to  exercise  bia 
trade  and  ealling  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland ;  if  at  the  end  of  the  second  period «  he 
should  be  entitled,  besides,  to  a  pension  for  Ufe ; 
and  ai  tbe  end  of  the  third  period,  after  a  service 
<tf  twenty^'One  years,  he  snould  he  discharged 
from  the  armyt  with  the  full  aUawance  of  Cbel^ 
aea,  which  by   judicious  regulations  might  be 
caMad  to  a  abilling  a  day.    If  h»  was  wounded 
or  disabled  in  the  service,  he  should  receive  the 
same  pension  aa  if  he  had  served  out  the  wbcde 
t^m.    During  the  second  period  he  sbonld  aba 
iQceive  sixpence  a  week  oi  additional  pay^,  and 
4uring.  the  third  p(sriod#,  a  shiUing  a  week«    De«- 
sertion  might  be  punished  by  the  loss  of  so  many 
years  service,  and  though  corporeal  punishapenta 
eould  not.  be  banished  entirely  from  the  army, 
they  HU^t  be  .disEuoished  both  in  number  and 
severity.    By  these  meana  a  better  desoriptieii 
q(  men  would  be  induced  to  enter  tbe  army,  the 
pref'^sion  of  a  soldier  would  rise  in  the  estima- 
'  tion  of  the  country ;  desertion  would  become  less 

fce^uent ;  and,  though,  the  necessity  of  bountiea 
could  not  be  expected  to  ceaae  immediately,  Ihi^ 
would  begin  8o<ui,  in  tbe  langtiage  of  *Cbaage 
Alley,  to  be  *^  looking  down  ;**  and  if  the  sys*> 
tern,  now  recommended,  was  steadily  pursued, 
iind  faitbfuUy  adiiered  to,  the  army  would  be 
pjiaced  in  a  situation,  where  its  own  attractions 
would  be  the  qnly  bounty  required,,  for  reeruiting 
its  ranks,  and  procuring  lerit  any  number  of  meiit 
vftiif h^  t|i9  fiXigenoji^  of  tbe  stat^  might  requice. 


With  respect  to  tbe  vokmteen,  his  t^m^m, 
was,  timt  there  ought  to  be  no  corps  of  tbat.de»^ 
criptioo,  except  those  formed  of  persons  in  ihm 
beUer  ranks  of  like,  who  would  serve  at  tbeir 
own  expense,  with  no  other  allowanoe  frem  s'O- 
vernment  but  arms,  and  no  other  exemption  mal. 
from  service  in  other  sorts  of  irregular  Ibree, 
which  it  mig^t  be  advisable  to  constitote.    Biu^ 
as  he  foupd  the  volunteer  system  already  eatab-- 
lished,  he  meant  not  rashly  to  pat  it  down,  biat 
should  rather  content  himself  with  redudngfe 
exorbitant  expenses.    It  was  a  fact,  AbA  in  thi 
years  and  a  half  the  volunteer  system  had  coat  ill* 
government  five  millieas  staling,  and  aa  mack 
more,  at  least,  had  been  expended  in  the  aapport 
of  it  by  private  individuals.    The  total  amount 
oi  the  reductions  which  he  proposed    in  tkis 
establisbmentf  would  produce  to  government  aw 
annual  saving  of  more  than  right  liimdred  thou-* 
9and  pounds.     He  should  reduee  die  number  of 
days  for  training  from  eighty-five  to  twaatf-six 
a  year,   and  should  propose  that  in  future  no 
volunteer  officer  should  have  a  higher  rank  ttaa 
that  of  captain ;  that  ia^  that  no  officer  af  the 
line  of  a  higher  rank  than  that  of  captain,  net 
any  captain  cemmandiog  a  corps  should  be  com- 
manded by  an  officer  of  volunteers. 

The  peasantry,  artisans,  and  other  persons 
of  the  same  class,  be  wished  to  see,  not  lacked 
up  in  volunteer  corps,  and  vainly  employed  in 
ad^iti&g  the  dress,  aad  imiteting  the  eraations 
of  troops  of  tbe  line,  but  loosely  trained  under 
officers  of  tbe  militia,  or  regular  army,  so  thirt 
they  might  be  qualified,  under  their  dh^eclioii, 
to  act  as  aa  at  mad  peasantry,  and  harraas  said 
impede  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  if  ha  shmild 
ever  aooomplish  a  landing  ia  this  country,  or  be 
pvepared  si  least  to  take  their  plaeo  in  the  rs*- 
galar  armyi  and  repair  whatever  losses  it  night 
austeitt  ia  aetioa.  Thist  training  he  oieaat  to  be 
cemputeory,  but  it  should  last  only  for  four  and 
twenty  days  in  each  year.  Tbe  persons  so 
trained  sheuM  have  no  partieniar  drees,  nor  be 
carried  le  a  distance  frani!  their  homes.  For  *e 
days  they  were  etigaged  in  trainiBg,  tha  sama 
dtowaaea  should  be  pabi  to  them  as  Uyihe  volun- 
teers. As  it  woold  be  impassible  to  train  the 
whole  population  of  the  eouatry  at  aaee,  the 
persons  liable  to  that  duty  might  be  Hmited  to* 
two  hundred  thousand  men  aaaoaUy;  and  of 
these  the  government  should  select  far  actual 
training  the  preponion  which'  it>  judged^  to  be 
most  expedient.  But  the  whole  numbers  liable 
to  that  service  should  be  enrolled  in  eksses  ae« 
cording  to  their  age,  and  on  any  emergency  a 
dxecretionary  power  nught  be  left  with  govern- 
ment to  call  oat  and  embody  whatever  classes  . 
it  should  think  proper,  and  in  whatever  parts 
of  the  country  it  abould  find  necessary. 

With  r«apeGfe  to  the  militiai  Mr.  Whidianr 
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kftfl  aipreaent  no  •Ueratita  to-pm)O0e»  '  Hm 
B(i«aiii  Iq  cQDtiaiiie  IbewispciisiaD .  of  th0:  ballot^ 
and  he  would  o^rteinly  fee^minendy.to  fiiittre^ 
vconiitiag  for  that  semiee^  ob  tba  adiaiie  fwo^ 
jectad  in  Ireland^  aud/at  adimited  bauaiiyi    .  r 

Suebia  ihaouUtat'^rMr.  WMlHtt»'9  ttiiU-r 
Uarf  vn^otsij  wbioh  edcyniotctediha^nMSl  deter- 
ntoed oppeeitien  in  eTery  BtBfgB  olhe  paogvesa^ 
but  whidi  itt  ita  easentiiil  partidUlaaa,  paaaed 
tbroogh  the  reapeoiiwe  stagea  ia  the  tweboQaaa 
ef  parlfauBent,  aiBd  received  the  aanetien  of  lam 

Tbe  Ditw  mlniatry^  ia  the  meaaucea  ilf 
fiaaaee,  whtcfa  they  pumied  daring  thia  beaabn 
of  parliament,  were  aaAiafied  wttb.feliowiDg Urn 
ajpatemi^  and  eiteciiting  the  plana  of  their  pre- 
dieeesaars  in  office:  and.  unleaa  in  abawirig 
greater  vigilance  and  anxiety  for  the  detaotidn 
and  aupprea^ion  dff  abusca^:  they  aeamed  to  be 
ttnambiiimia  of  nny  higM  dsitinetioo,  in.  thU 
important  braaoh  of  their  pnblio  duty.  The 
period  of  the.  year  Irhen  they  eame  iaie'ettea 
obliged  theaaiy  iiideed^  to  adupd  •  in  most  iiletanoeay 
the  esttmaiea^  prepanMi  by.the  folKma#  geirem-i 
Bocnt;  and  in  raimagf  the  ^ragre  and  mealia  foo 
tfie  cnrrent  year,  they<  adhered  aenqmhinidy  to 
the  prfnciplea  kid  down  and  foUewett  by  Mr. 
Pitt..  The  sioking  fund  Jbr  the  redeaqptien  of 
the  national  fiebt|  .wlueh  .aonie  |iendnat  ibelh  tir 
and  out  of  parliament,  urged  them  atrengiyta 
eooroach  lipoo^  &ey  detenninf^  rdigionriy  to 
iMpect.  The  system  of  war  talbesi  on  the  plan 
ef  raiaiag  withui  the  year  a  great  part:  of  the 
auppliea  necessary  for  the  pnUie  seHtiee^  ikef 
embraced  with  zeal,  and  earried  to  ^an.  estant 
befoi^e  unexampled.  In  the  proaeeutioni  of  this' 
otrjeot,  so  meritorious  in  itael^  a^  so  bedefioial 
to  the  eeuntry,  they  had  reoourse  to  a  oMasure 
of  taxatioO)  whioh  bore  peouliarly  hard  on  tha 
middle  rank  of  life^  and  on  those  industtioua 
classes  of  society^  which,  are  remot«d  by  one  de-^ 
gree  only  from  iadigence.;  and  as  tine  poptdarity 
ef  one  branch  of  the  i&dminisiratioli,  lay  ekneiy. 
^aaaong  pcrsoos  of  that  desoriptiott,  the  condnel 
of  ministers  in  thin  particiriar*  encnied  a  degree 
of  odium  proportioaed  to  the  former  afiection 
and  regard  entertained  tewards  them.  It  must 
nt  the  same  time  in  Oandour  be  acknowledged, 
that  it  was  owing  to*  flie  heavy  taxes  imposed 
during  this  session  of  parliament^  and  la  the 
^rigorous  m€»sores  taken  to  render  them  effiee-* 
tual,  that  minislera  were  enabled  at  a^  future 
period  to .  hold  out  to  the  oouiilry  the  consolatory 
assurance)  that  on  the  scale  4Hi  whioh  they  had 
determined  to  conduct  the  war,  no  additional 
taxes  would  be  neeeaaary  for  carrying  on  the 
contest,  to  whateTer  period  it  might  be  prolonged* 

On  the  2ath  of  March,  Lord  Henry  Petty^ 
the  new  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  opened  the 
budget,  in  a  speech  remarkable  Jbr  the  per- 
api^ity  of  itn  statemanta^  and  ihu^ksnimu  of 


ita  arrangement.    After  submitting  to  the  house  filKMII^lIf 
a  Tertety  of  financial  details^  his  lordship  pr»4  — -— *— 
eeeded    to    state,   tirat  the  beneficial  eflbots  of  O^^^^iiAL 
r4iittng  tbeanpplieb  within  the  j^ir  wane  strongly  ^"^TAoa^ 
cncwplified'  hy  the  fact,   that  during   the  laat      ^^^ 
war,  thea^ecage  increase  of  the  national  debt 
had  been  at  the  -  rate  of  twesty^-fi ve  millions  m 
year^  while  the  aTnrage  ariiiuaL  increase  in .  the 

Eescttt  war,  was  ttU^  rate  bf  only  twdre  nil-» 
na-f— n  di&esBch>to  be  attributed  aaiely  to  tlie 
agntem  of.  wiir  tsaBds^:.iwhicl)  had  not.lieen  intro-i 
duced  in  the  last  .wdr  till  n^^  its  cleae»  Last 
f^mr^  the  war  taxea  had  bciSn  estimated-et  four- 
teen miUinns  and  a  half,  and  they  had  actually 
produe^  CMMre  than  thhrteen  millions.  In  the 
current  year,  it  Iras  intended  to  raise  them  to 
nineteen  imllionsanda  half,  of  which  firxe  mil-» 
Uona  were  Jte  be  aaiaeil  by  making  the  property 
tajt  more  prednetive,  and  one  million  additional 
fnam  jthe  enciiffi  -and  cnatoma.  The  proftoeitioh 
he  should  anbmtt  to  the  hoMbe  with  reapeet  to 
the  prepenty  taat^  was'  to  raiae  that  impost'  front 
six  and •  a  half  .io  ten  pee  ceriii-  and  to  do  awnf 
the  prinoqpal  part  of  the.  present  elemptiona:^ 
As.. to  the  ^^fmuUUm  ef  inoeite/  to  be  sande  liable 
to  the.taxy  it  was  prepnaed  that  ten  per  cent* 
ahbuM  be  paid  on  ail  propesty  above  fifty  pounda 
a  year,  but  that  a  scale  of  abatements  should  be 
intredneed  in  favour  of  small  tradesmen^  and 
small  annuitants,  whose  income  was  less  thaw 
ene  hundred  a  year.  .     . 

With  respect  to  the  war  duties  on  the 
cnatoma^  it  was  proposed  to  raise  those  dutiesy 
witti  certain  modifications  from  one -fourth  tn 
one-third,  by  trhich  a  miUion  a  year  would  be 
produced.  And  in  order  to  cover  the  interest  ot 
the  lean^  the  duty  on  wine  was  to  be  made  per4 
manent,  and  applied  to  that  purpose  ;  a  duty  of 
forty  shillings  per  ton  was  to  be  imposed  on  pig^ 
iron ;  the  duty  on  tea  was  to  be  equaltaed ;  and 
n  tax  on  appraisements  iropeaed,  by  the  whole 
ef  which  taxes  it  was  estimated  that  a  sum  of  one 
miUion  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand 
Bounds  #oiild  be  paoduoed  annually.  The  nobler 
lord  concluded  his  speech  by  expressiiig  bin 
determination,  and  that  of  his  ooHeagues,  te( 
administer  the  government  with  economy,  and 
to  reform  all  abnaes  whereaer  they  could .  be 
detected. 

The  property  tax  bill  enoemitered  great 
oppoaition  on  ite  Way  through  the  house,  not 
so  much  from  the  hute  ministers^  who  now  oocu*^ 
pied  the  benches  of  opposition,  as  from  inde*« 
pendent  members  of  parliameirt,  who  disliked 
the  hnrsbness  and  rigcmr  of  the  proposed  enacts 
ments,  and  disapproved  of  auoh  an  enormoun 
addition  to  the  present  heavy  baertliens  of  the 
people.  Several  modtficatiens  and  Uleviatione 
of  the  tax  were  accordingly  proposed,  to  some 
of.  which*  the  minislera  aceeded|  .but:lhe  gvcatei 
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BOOK  111  {Hurt  of  them  were  reeded  on  atscount  of  their 

■     ■    tcndeocy  to   diminish  the  product,  and  iiDpoiir 

OflAKVIIL  the  efficacy  of  the  measure.    In  Uie  course  of 

.^*^2jr*^  these  debates,  Mr.  Secretary  Pox  candidly  oon- 

loOo     f essed,  that  he  was  not  a  friend  to  the  tax,  nor  to 

any  of  its  principles  or  operations ;  he  was  sen- 

nble  that  uie  objections  anfaist  it  were  just  and 

innumerable;  but  his  nuyesty's  mfnistws  were 

relttctantly  obliged  to  resort  to  this  source  of 

reTenue,  under  the  pressure  of  costing  ctronm- 

stances,  wfaidi  they  had  at  least  the  consolation 

to  rjefleet  they  had  bad  no  share  in  produciiir* 

The  proposed  tax  on  iron  was  aban&ned 
aiker  a  strenuous  oppositicm ;  and  in  lien  of  it  a 
tax  was  proposed  on  private  brewers ;  but  this 
obnoxious  impost  was  at  lengfli  withdrawn  from 
the  consideration  of  parliament^  and  the  interest 
of  the  loan  was  provided  for  by  an  addition  of 
ten  per  cent,  to  the  assessed  taxes.  In  consi- 
deration of  the  severe  pressure  of  the  taftes  on 
.  persons  who  had  large  funiliea,  a  bill  was  pas- 
sed, granting  to  parents  an  aHowance  of  four 
fer  eeithim  out  of  their  assessed  taxes  for  'each 
of  their  children  abo^e  two,  maintained  at  their 
own  expense,  provided  the  total  amouirt  of  their 
assessment  was  under  forty  poands  a  year. 
%  The  attention  of  parliament  was  in  the 
eonrse  of  th^  present  session  directed  to  the  cor- 
rection of  a  series  of  abuses  connected  with  the 
revenue  department  of  the  slate.  The  first  of 
these  measures  was  an  act  for  regulating  the 
office  of  treasurer  of  the  ordnance,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  Mr.  Burke^s  bill  for  reffulating  the  office 
of  pavmaster  of  the  forces,  and  of  the  bill' intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Dundas,  now  Lord  Melville,  for 
regulating  tbe  office  of  treasurer  of  the  navy.- 
Iq  bringing  forward  this  bill,  Lord  Henry  Petty 
announced  his  intention  of  extending  the  same 
principle  to  the  post-office,  the  excise*office,  cus- 
tom-bouse, and  other  public  offices  to  which  it 
was  applicable,  that  an  end  might  be  put  to  the 
practice  of  public  officers  deriving  profit  from  the 
use  of  tbe  money  confided  to  their  care.  During 
this  session,  acts  were  accordingly  passed  through 
their  respective  stages  for  effecting  these  neces- 
sary ana .  salutary  reforms,  and  an  act  was  also 
passed  for  abolishing  the  fees  of  the  custom-house 
efficiers  of  the  port  of  London,  and  regulating  the 
attendance  of  the  officers  of  that  establishments 
In  pursuance  of  this  system  of  refi>rm,  the  mode 
of  auditing  the  public  accounts  was  next  bcdugbt 
by  his  fluuesty^s  government  under  the  consi- 
deration of  parliament.  It  appeared,  that  in  oon- 
sequenoe  of  the  knperfeotion  of  the  provisions 
established  for  that  purpose,  there  had  been  a 
gradual  accumulation  of  unaudited  accounts, 
amounting  when  tbe  present  ministers  came  into 
office,  to  the  enormous  sum  of  five  hundred  and 
thirtf-four  millions  sterling.  Not  a  single  ac- 
coimt  In  the  aripjr  pay«offioe  bad  beea  audited 


since  the  year  1789.  The  store  aecoontsi  had 
Iten  Buftred  to  lie  ov«r,  without  examinatton 
during  the  same  period.  The  navy  accooBts 
wer0  toft  greatly  in  arrear.  None  of  the  aeccMints 
of  the  late  war  vi^ere  audited,  and  those  relatlog 
to  the  expeditions  to  HoHaad  and  Egypt,  and  to 
the  treities  of  subsidy  with  foreign  powers,  had 
never  yet  eome  under  t)ie  inspection  of  the  audi- 
tors. To  obviate  these  evils  the  namber  of 
auditors  was  increased,  and  dfeetual  re^gula- 
tioBs  adopted^  not  merely  to  submit  the  accMHuHn 
thus  in  arrear  to  a  prompt  and  complete  examin- 
atibn,  but  also  to  prevent  tbe  fecurrenee  of  sach 
dangerous  and  reprebeniAle  oansiona  in  fotare. 

No  iwrt  of  the  conduct  of  the  present  admi-f 
nistralion  reflected-  a'  brighter   lustre  on  their 
oharaotsrs  than  the  mJNHiures  which  they  adopted 
to   eflbet   the  aboiitiim    of  the   African   Slavre 
Trade.   -After  the  eloquent  harangues  in  which 
former    mfaiisters-  had    indulged   against     thin 
iniquitous  and  inhuman  traffic,  whilst  thetrade 
so  reprobated  contiiiijked  to  -flourish  and  increase, 
the  friends  of  the  abolition  bad  at  length  the 
consolation  to  behold  a  ministry  whose  conduct 
corresponded  with  thiir:  pi^essions,  ^and  whose 
xeal  in  the  cause  of.  humanity  enabled  them  to 
effect,  in  a  few  months,  a'  great,  public  i^uty, 
vrhich  the  hdxnff s  of  eighteien  years  had  hitherta 
firiled  to  aeeomplish;    m 

Soon  after  :the'fermation  of  the  miiAstry,  the> 
attorn^- general,,  with' tbe  entire  concurrence  of 
the  cabmet,  brought  a  hilt  into  parliament,  vrhich 
passed  both  houses  without  any  formidable  oppo- 
sition, and  afterwards  received  the  roval  assent. 
This  biU  prohibited  *  tbe  exportation  of  slaves 
from  tbe  British  colonies  after  the  1st  of  January, 
1807,  and  prohibited  all  subjects  of  this  country,' 
residing  either  at  home  or  in  bur  foreigii  settle^ 
meats,  from  being  in  any  way  concerned  in,  or 
accessary  to  the  supply  of  foreign  countries  with 
slaves  after  that  period.  The  seal  of  the-  new 
government  did  not  stop  here:  another  bill  was 
soon  after  bronght  into  parliament,  which  passed 
without  opposition,  for  the  pur{MMie  of  preventing 
the  increase  of  the  British  slave  trade  in  all  its 
branches.  By  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  all 
British  vessels  were  prohibited  under  severe 
penalties  from  engaging  in  the  African  slave 
trade,  which  had  not  been  actually  employed  ia 
that  traffic  before  the  1st  of  August,  1806,  or 
contracted  for,  to  be  employed  in  it  before  the 
10th  of  June  in  that  year.  This  act  was  lunited 
in  ita  duration  to  the  term  of  two  years  after  the 
conclusion  of  .the  session  of  parliament  then 
sitting :  but  happily  for  the  interests  of  humanity, 
long  betiore  tbe  expiration  of  that  period,  every 
provision  for  the  limitation,  or -regulation  of 
this  traffic  was  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  total 
and  formal  abblition  of  tbe  slave  traidev  Tbe 
next  mensure  brought  forward  hy  nuuiaters  upon 
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tin's  subject  was  a  resolatioil  moved  by  Mr.  Fox 
in  the  house  of  commons,  on  ^he  lOib  "of  June, 
and  with  which  that  great  statesman  closed  his 
parliamentary  career.    On  this  ocoasion. 

Ma.  8EcmETART  Fox  rose,  and  after  a  well- 
merited  compliment  to  Mr.  Wilberforce,  for  his 
strenuous  and  perseTering  exertions  in  the  cause 
of  humanity,  said— '*  So  fiiUy  am  i  impressed 
with  the  Tast  importance  and  uecessity  of  attain- 
ing the  object  of  the  motion  of  thi3  night,  that  if, 
during  the  almost  forty  yeurs  I  ha'te  had  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  parliament,  I  had  been  so 
fortunate  ax  to  accomplish  that,  and  that  only,  I 
should  think  I  had  done  enough,  and  could  retire 
from  public  life  with  comfort,  and  the  conscious 
satisfaction  that  I  bad  done  my  duty.  Surely, 
Sir,  it  does  not  remain  yet  to  be  argued,  that  to 
carry  men  by  Ttolence  away  to  slavery,  in  dis* 
tant  countries,  '  is  not  a  traffic  in  the  hdiour  of 
man,  but  of  man  himself.^  I  will  not  now  en* 
ter,  for  it  would  be  unnecessary,  into  that  ex- 
ploded argument,  that  we  did  not  make  the 
negroes  shives,  but  found  them  already  in  that 
state,  aad  condemned  to  it  for  crimes.  The 
nature  of  the  crimes  tfaemseWes  (witchcraft  in 
general)  is  a  manifest  pretext,  and  a  mookery 
of  all  human  reason.  But,  supposing  them  even 
to  be  real  crimes*  and  such  as  men  should  be 
condemned  for,  can  there  be  any  thing  more 
de^ading  to  sense,  or  disgusfting  to  humanity, 
(lian  to  think  it  bonoutable  or  just  in  €hreat 
Britain,  annually  to  send  out  ships,  in  order 
tfi  assist  in  the  purposes  of  African  police  ?  It 
has,  I  am  told,  been  asserted  by  an  authority  in 
the  other  house  of  parliament,  that  the  trade 
is  in  itself  so  good  a  one,,  that  if  it  were  not 
found  already  subsisting,  it  would  be  right  to 
treble  it.  I  shall  certainly  not  compare  the 
authority  just  alluded  to  with  that  of  my  honour- 
able friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  :  nor  shall  I  com- 
pare it  with  the  authority  of  a  right  honourable 
gentleman  now  no  more  (Mr.  Pitt) :  but  on  the 
ground  of  authority  I  ttrink  idl  the  weight  is  on 
the  side  of  humanity. 

<<  I  shall  now  proceed  to  recall  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  to  what  has  bean  its  uniform, 
consistent,  and  unchangeable  opinion  for  the 
last  eighteen  years,  during  which  time  we  should 
blush  to  Jhave  it  stated,  that  not  one  step  has  yet 
been  taken'  towards  the  abolition  of  the  trade. 
If,  then,  we  have  never  ceased  to  express  our 
reprobation  of  this  traffic,  surely  the  house  must 
think  itself  bound,  by  its  character,  and  the  con- 
sistancy  of  its  proceedings^  still  to  condemn  it. 
The  first  time  this  measure  was  proposed,  ca 
the  motion  of  my  honourable  friend,  (Mr.  Wil* 
berforce)  which  was  in.  the  year  1791,  it  was, 
after  a  long  and  wnrm  dist ossion,  rqeotsd.  In 
the  following  year,  afto*  the  question  had  been, 
during  the  interval,  better  considered,  (here  ap- 
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peared  to  be  a  very  strong  disposition  'to  adopt  BOOK  Hi 

the  proposition  in  its  utmost  extent ;  but  in  the 

committee,  the  question   for  gradual  abolition  Chap.VIII. 
JSB9  carried.    On  that  occasion.  Lord  Melville,  ^"^T^JJT^ 
^rho  was  the  leader  and  proposer  of  thci  gradual      ^^^r 
Abolition,  could  not  venture  to  push  the  period 
longer  than  eight  years,  or  the  year  1800,  when 
the  trade  was  to  be  totally  abolished.     Yet  we 
are  now  in  tlie  year  1800,  and  while  surrounding 
nations  are  reproaching  us  with  neglect,  not  a 
single  step  has  been  taken  towards  this  just, 
humane,  and  politic  measure.    Denmark,  much 
to  its  honour^  has  abolished  the  trade ;  and  Eng- 
land, I  trusty  is  preparing  to  Follow  her  example. 
I  own,  that  wh^n  I  began  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject, early  in  the  present  session,  I  was  sanguine 
enough  to  4ope  that  the  total  abolition  mi^t  be 
oartied   this  year;    but  the   present  advanced     ' 
period  nolw  precludes  that  expectation,  and  no 
alternative  remains  but  to  resort  to  the  measure 
I  am  How  ^oat  to  propose.    The  motion  which 
I  shall  now  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  the 
house  willvn#t  mention  any  limitation,  either  as 
to  the  timei  or  manaer  of  abolishing  tke  trade. 
There  have,  indeed,  been  hints  thrown  out,  that 
it  would  be  advisable  to  adopt  some  plan  that 
piMt  ineyitably  lead  to  an  aoolitioni  but  afteir 
eigbtiBen  years  of  clpse  attention  to  the  subject,  I 
CMIiot  think  any  course  >o  effectual  as  a  diteot 
^W  for  the  immediate  abolition  of  the  trade. 

f*  In  aaswer  to  the  «tale  argument  of  the 
ruin  this  measure  will  brings  upon  the  Wesi 
liidin  iehinds,  I  would  refer^  gera^men,  to  per- 
haps the  most  briUiant  and  convioeiog  speech 
that  ever  was,  I  believe,  delivered  in  this  or  any 
other  assembly,  bv  a  consnmmata  master  ofelo-» 
^oAee  (Mr.  Burke)  and  ot  which,  I  believe^ 
thera  remains  in  some  pnbUcatipne  a  report  that 
will  convey  an  inadequate  idea  of  the  substance 
of  that  speech ;  but  the  voice,  the  gesture,  and 
the  manner,  are  not  to  be  described — **  O !  si 
Uium  ^MisUj  si  ilium  audivis$eP*  If  all  the  mem*- 
hers  of  this  house  could  but  have  heard  and  seen 
the  great  orator  in  the  delivery  of  that  speech^ 
on  that  day^  there  would  not  now  be  one  who 
could  for  a  moment  longer  suppose  that  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade  could  injuriously 
aflect  the  interests  of  the  West  India  colonies. 
I  am  aware  that  a  calculation  was  once  made, 
and  pretty  generally  circulated,  by  which  it  would 
appear,  that  the  importation  of  negr6es  into,  the 
islands  put  an  end  to,  the  3tock  of  slaved  could 
not  be  kept  up ;  and  if  I  recollect  right,  the  cal* 
onlation  was  made  with  reference  to  the  island 
of  Jamaica.  Fortunately,  however,  for  our  ar« 
gument,  the  experiment  has  already  been  tried 
in  North  America,  in  those  states  where  the 
trade  has  been  abolished  ;  and  the  effect  of  it 
shewd,  thai  the  progress  of  the  population  of  the 
negroes  is  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  whites.    As 
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BOOK  in  thai  is  the  part  of  the  world  where  population 

proceeds  more  rapidly  than  in  any  other,   and  as 

Chap.VJII.  we  know  thai,  within  the  last  twenty  years,  the 
^^^^^  population  of  whites  has  doubled,  and  that  of 
Iwtl  negroes  very  nearly  so,  without  importation,  it 
affords,  I  will  not  say  a  damning,  but  a  blessed 
proof,  that  the  adoption  of  a  similar  course 
would  ultimately  produce  gradual  emancipation, 
aiid  an  increasing  population,  and  that  it  would 
enable  the  negroes  to  acquire  property  as  the 
reward  of  long  servitude;  and  thereby  place 
these  inlands  in  a  state  of  safety  beyond  any 
thing  that  could  he  eflepte:!  by  fleets  and  armies.^' 
Mr.  Fox  in  conclusion  moved  the  following 
resolution  : — 

**  That  this  house,  conceiving  the  African  slave  trade, 
to  be  coutrary  to  the  principles  of  justice,  hamanity,  and 
sound  pniiry,  will,  with  all  possible  expedition,  prONoeed  to 
take  effec  tual  measures  for  abolishing  the  said  traae,  in  such 
manner,  and  at  such  period,  as  they  may  deem  advisable." 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Gen.  Tarleton, 
Mr.  Ciascoyne,  Lord  Castlereagh,  Sir  William 
Young,  Mr.  George  Rose,  and  Mr.  Manning; 
0nd  supported  by  Sir  Ralph  Milbanke,  Mr; 
Francis,  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  the  Solicitor- 
General,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  Lord  Henry  Petty, 
Mr.  Barbara,  Sir  John  Newport,  Mr.  Canning, 
Mr.  WiliiaiA  Smith,  and  Mr.  Windham.  On  a 
division  of  the  house,  there  appeared  for  Mr. 
Fox's  motion,  one  hundred  and  fourteen,  against 
it,  fifteen,  leaving  a  majority  in  favour  of  the 
abolition  of  ninety-ninevoices. 

The  resolution  was  then  sent  up  to  the  lords, 
and  a  conference  demanded  ^^  upon  a  matter,  in 
which  the  reputation  of  the  country,  for  justice, 
humanity,  and  sound  policy,  was  deeply  interest* 
ed  f'  and  after  this  conference,  the  lords  adopted 
the  same  resolution  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Gren* 
ville,  by  a  majority  of  forty-one  to  twenty 
voices. 

The  last  step  taken  in  this  work  of  mercy, 
during  the  present  session,  was  a  joint  address 
from  the  two  houses  of  parliament  to  the  king, ' 
*^  beseeching  his  majesty  to  take  such  measures 
as  might  appear  most  effectual  for  obtaining,  by 
negociation,  the  concurrence  and  concert  of 
foreign  powers  in  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
and  the  execution  of  the  regulations  adopted  for 
that  purpose." 

By  the  concurrent  operation  of  these  mea- 
sures, astop  was  not  only  put  to  the  future  increase 
of  the  slave  trade,  and  a  pledge  given  by  both 
houses  of  parliament  for  the  total  abolition  of 
that  iniquitous  traffic,  with  all  practicable  dis- 
patch ;  but  a  trade  was  abolished,  which,  up  to 


this  time,  had  carried  over  yearly  about  forty 
thousand  Africans  from  their  peaceful  homes, 
through  the  multiplied  horrors  of  the  middle 
passage,  to  perpetual  bondage  and  wretclicd- 
nes3  in  the  West  India  plantations ;  and  an 
end  put  to  the  murders,  tortures,  and  plunder, 
which  were  daily  and  hourly  desolating  the 
continent,  of  Africa,  for  the  supply  of  so  enor- 
mous a  demand  for  human  beings. 

The  trial  of  Lord  Viscount  Melville  was 
the  only  jcmaining  subject  of  general  import- 
ance that  engaged  the  attention  of  the  two 
houses  of  parliament  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. The  house  of  commons,  after  a  minute 
inquiry  into  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money, 
had  deliberately  resolved  to  engage  in  the  most 
solemn  arid  important  part  of  its  funclions--the 
exercise  of  its  power  of  impeachmeAt  agaiQSt 
this  nobleman.  Mans^gers  were  accordingly 
appointed  by  the  house  ;*  Westminster  Hail 
was  fitted  up  in  a  style  worthy  of  the  solemnity ; 
and  the  house  of  peers  made  various  arrange- 
ments which  tended  to  facilitate  the  progress  of 
the  trial,  and  to  rescue  the  proceedings  oy  im- 
peachment from  that  censure  and  disgrace  which 
they  had  incurred  from  the  case  of  Mr.  Hastiugs. 
On  this  occasion,  Westminster  Hall  presented  a 
concentration  of  all  that  was  distinguished  by 
elevated  rank  or  authority,  '  by  transcendent 
genius,  high  honour,  or  brilliant  services.  As 
a  tribunal  of  justice,  it  contained  one  of  tha 
sublimest  of  all  possible  spectacles,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  a  free '  and  mighty  people,  charg- 
ing with  delinquency  one  of  the  most  eminent 
servants  of  the  crown,  before  judges  abound- 
ing in  all  the  means  of  human  estimation,  with 
no  restraint  imposed  upon  the  freedom  of  accusa- 
tion or  defence,  but  what  was  due  at  once  to 
order  and  to  justice. 

On  Monday,  the  29th  of  April,  the  coart 
was  opened  with  the  usual  forms  and  solemnities, 
after  which  a  master  in  chancery  read  aloud  the 
articles  of  impeachment  against  Lord  Melville, 
of  which  the  following  is  the  substance : — 

iBt.  That  Lord  Melville,  while  treasurer  of  the  nvry^ 
did,  previously  to  the  lOih  of  JaaoRry,  1786,  take  ami 
receive  out  of  the  money  intmsted  to  him  from  his  majesly  » 
exchequer,  the  sum  of  10,000i.  and  fradulcntly  and  illegally 
convert  the  same  to  his  owd  use,  or  to  some  other  corrupt 
and  ill^l  purposes;  and  on  the  llkh  of  June,  IS^,  « 
the  house  of  commons,  did  refuse  to  account  for  the  ap- 
plication of  the  said  sum ; 

2nd.  That,  after  the  jiassingr  of  the  act  of  parliament 
in  the  26th  year  of  his  majesty's  reign,  intided  "an act 
for  better  re^atlog  the  oflicc  of  treasurer  of  his  in«J«sty  « 
navy,*'  Lord  Melnlle,  contrary  to  the  provisioas  of  wai 


*  The  managers  were,  Mr.  Whilbrcad,  Mr.  Fox,  Lord  Howick,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Lord  Henry  Petty,  Lord  MtTsbam, 
Mr.  Giles,  Lord  Folkstone,  Mr.  Raine,  Dr.  Lawrence,  Mr.  Crcevy,  Mr.  Holland,  Mr.  Cakraft,  Lord  Porchestcr,  ww« 
Arch.  Hamiltoa,  Mr.  Wm.  Wynne,  Mr.  Jekyll,  Mr.  Morris,  Lord  Temple,  Seijeant  Best,  and  Lord  Robert  Speacer. 
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act,  did  permit  Alexander  Trotter,  his  paymaster,  illegally 
to  draw  from  the  Bank  of  Enigrland,  for  other  purposes 
than  for  immediate  appUeation  to  navy  services,  large 
sums  of  money,  which  had.  been  issaed  to  the  bank  on 
account  of  Lord  Melville,  as  treasurer  of  the  navy,  and 
place  the  same  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Coutts  and  Co.  his 
piivate  bankers,  in  his  own  name,  and  subject  to  his  sole 
eonirouJ  and  disposition ; 

3rd.  That  not  only  did  Lord  Melville  permit  Trotter 
to  place,  as  aforesaid,  the  public  money  in  the  hands  of 
Thomas  Coutts  and  Co.  his  private  bankers,  but  to  apply 
the  same  for  purposes  of  private  profit  and  emolament, 
whereby  the  same  money  was  exposed  to  great  risk  of  loss, 
and  withdrawn  from  the  controul  and  disposition  of  the  trea- 
surer of  the  navy  ; 

4th.  That  part  of  the  money  so  taken  by  Trotter  from 
the  bank,  was,  by  permission  of  Lord  MeUifle,  placed  in 
the  hands  of  Mark  Sprott  and  others,  and  applied  for  pur- 
poses of  private  pro6t  and  emolument ; 

6th.    That  Lord  Melville  himself  did,  after  the  10th  of 
January,  1786,  take  and  receive  from  the  public  money 
issued  to  the  Bank  of  England,  the  sum  of  10,000/.  and 
fraudulently  and  illegally  convert  the  same  to  his  own  use, 
or  some  other  corrupt  and  illegal  purpose  ; 

6th.  That  Lord  Melville  received  advances  of  large 
sums  of  mone^  from  Trotter,  out  of  the  public  money  so 
obtained  by  him  and  deposited  in  the  hands  of  his  private 
bankers,  which  advances  were  entereil  in  an  account  cur- 
rent kept  between  Trotter  and  Lord  Mehriile,  and  preserved 
till  February,  1803,  when,  by  mutual  agreement  dated  the 
18th  and  23d  of  February  of  that  year,  it  was  destroyed, 
with  all  the  vouchers  and  other  memorandums  relative 
thereto,  for  the  purpose  of  fiauduleutly  concealing  these 
transactions ; 

7th.  That,  in  particular,  Lord  Melville  received  from 
Trotter  the  sum  of  82,000/.  ont  of  the  pubUc  money,  and 
that  the  accounts  relative  thereto  have  been  burned  and  de* 
stroyed  for  the  above  mentioned  purpose ; 

8tb.  That  among  other  advances  of  money  as  afore*' 
said,  Lord  Melville  received  from  Trotter  the  sum  of  22,000/. 
for  which  he  paid  interest ; 

9th. '  ThAt  Trotter  acted  as  agent  to  Lord  Melville 
without  any  pecuniary  compensation,  and  in  that  capacity 
was  generally  in  advance  for  bun  to  theamount  of  from 
10,000/.  to  20,000/.  out  of  the  public  money  in  bis  hands ; 
that  Lord  Melville  was  aware,  that  Trotter  had  no  means 
of  making  him  such  advances,  except  from  the  public 
»no»«y  of  which  he  had  illegally  possessed  himself;  and 
that  Trotter  was  induced  to  act  gratuitonsly  as  Liird  Mel- 
ville's agent,  and  to  make  these  advances,  in  consideration 
of  Lord  Melville's  connivance  at  his  free  use  and  uncon- 
trolled application  of  the  public  money  to  his  ^wn  private 
profit  and  emolument ; 

10th.  That  Lord  Melville,  between  August  19th,  1782, 
and  January  1st,  1806,  did  take  and  receive  from  the 
monies  issued  to  him  out  of  his  majesty's  exchequer,  as 
treasurer  of  the  na?y,  divers  large  sums  of  money ,  amount* 
mg  to  27,000/.  or  thereabouts,  and  fraudulently  and  illegally 
convert  the  same  to  his  own  use,  or  some  other  con'upt  and 
illegal  purposes. 

r  ,^" /®P*y  ^^  *e«e  charges,  the  averment  of 
Lord  Melville  stated,  «  That  he  was  not  guilty 
of  ell  or  any  of  the  articles  of  impeathmcnt 
exhibited  against  him,  and  that  he  was  prepared 
to  prove  the  same  befwre  a  tribunal  composed  of 
bis  peers." 


The  charges  and  answers  having  been  con-  BOOK  in 

eluded,  Mr.  Whitbread  rose  and  addressed  the 

court  in  an  elaborate  dpeech,   which  occupied  Chap.VIII. 
upwards  of  three  hours  in  the  delivery,    and  ^-^"v^*^ 
which    embraced     the   topics    so    successfully      1B06. 
enforced  in  the  house  of   commons  on  the  8th 
of  April,  in  the  preceding  year,  when  the  tenth 
report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Naval  Inquiry 
was  first  brought  under  the  consideration  of  that 
assembly.* 

The  charges,  though  multiplied  iuto  ten, 
were  in  substance  only  three  in  number  : — 

Urst — That  before  the  tenth  of  January, 
1786,  Lord  Melville  had,  contrary  to  the  obli- 
gation imposed  upon  him  by  the  warrant,  ap- 
pointing him  to  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the 
navy,  applied  to  his  private  use  and  profit 
divers  sums  of  public  money,  intrusted  to  him  in 
that  capacity. 

Second — That  after  the  passing  of  the  act  of 
parliament,  in  1785,  for  the  better  regulating  the 
oflice  of  treasurer  of  the  navy,  he  hao,  in  breach 
and  violation  of  that  act,  permitted  Trotter,  his 
paymaster,  illegally  to  take  from  the  Bank  of 
England,  for  other  than  immediate  application  to 
naval  purposes,  large  sums  of  money,  from  the 
monies  issued  to  the  bank  on  account  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  navy,  and  placed  the  same  in  the 
hands  of  his  private  banker,  in  his  own  name, 
and  subject  to  his  sole  controul  and  dispo-i 
sition. 

Third — That  he  had  fraudulently  and-cor-- 
ruplly  permitted  Trotter  to  apply  the  money, 
so  abstracted  illegally  from  the  Bank  of  Eng« 
land,  to  purposes  of  private  use  and  emolu- 
ment, and  had  himself  fraudulently  and  corruptly 
derived  profit  therefrom. 

On  the^r^^  of  these  charges,  comprehend- 
ing the  first  and  tenth  articles  of  impeachment, 
it  was  proved  in  evidence  by  the  commons  ;  that 
on  the   19(h  of  June,  1782,  the  house  of  com- 
mons resolved,  "  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
house,  that  from  henceforward,  the  paymaster  of 
his  msgesty's  forces,    and  the  treasurer  of  the 
navy,  for  the  time  being,  shall  not  apply  any 
sum  or  sums  of  .money,  intrusted  to  them,  for 
any  purpose  of  advantage  or  interest  to  them- 
selves, either  directly  or  indirectly ;"  That  the 
warrant  appointing  Lord  Melville  to  the  office  of 
treasurer  of  the  navy,  in  August,  1782,  granted 
to  him  an  additional  salary  of  <£'2,324.  65.  M.  in 
full  satisfaction  of  all  wages,    fees,   and  other 
profits  and  enioluments,  heretofore  enjoyed  by 
former  treasurers  of  the  navy  ;  and  that  Lord 
Melville  himself  declared  before  the  naval  com- 
missioners, that  he  considered  the  said  additions) 
salary  to  be  in  full  satisfaction  of  all  supb  profit 


See  Book  III.  Chap.  V.  page  473, 


530 


HISTORY  OF  TH14  WARS 


BOOK  III  and  emolument ;  tbtt  soon  after  Lord  Melville's 

ftccepianee  of  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  ntvy, 

Chap.YIU.  ?is«  in  August,  1782,  there  was  a  constderabte 
''^^'^'^^^^^  difference  between  the  babuce  of  pnbJio  money 
1^06      diariged  to  the  treasurer,  and  the  actual  balance 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  at  the  bank  ;*  and 
though  it  did  not  appear  in  evidence,  that  the 
irhole  of  this  difference  was  occasioned  by  the 
application  of  p«il)lic  money  to  the  private  use 
and  profit  of  Lord  Melville,  yet  it  was  satisfac- 
torily shewn,  that  certain  payments  were  made 
to    his    private   use    out    of  the  public  money 
intrusted  to  him  as  treasurer  of  the  navy,  soon 
after  his  acceptance  of  that  office.     Thus  it  was 
shewn,  that  particular  bank  notes,  issued  from 
the  exchequer  in  the  month  of  No?ember,  1782, 
and  clearly  identified,  were  paid  in  discharge 
of  the  private  debts  of  Lord  Melville.  •   It  was 
also  proved  that,  in  May,  1783,  there  was  a  dif- 
ference amoiinting  to  the  sum  of  <£23,(XN) ;  which 
diflResrence,  before  the  end  of   July,  I78UI,   was 
reduced  to  Jf7,60O,  in  <M>n8equence  of  various 
payments  made  into  &e  bank  on  account  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  navy,   by  Messrs.  Muir  and 
Atkinson,  and  other  private  persons,  from  which  it 
was  apparent,  that  the  money  so  repaid  had  been 
used  for  some  private  purpose,  and  applied  to  pri- 
vate profit  and  advantage.     It  was  also  shewn  in 
evidence,  that  before  the  end  of  March,  1785, 
during  the  second  tre^surership  of  Lord  Melville, 
certain  drafts  were  drawn  under  the  authority  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  navy,  the  produce  of  which 
ivas  not  applied  to  any  public  purpose,  but  to  the 
discharge  of  part  of  the  debt  due  on  the  trea- 
surer's own  account.    All  these  facts  were  con- 
firmed by  the  proof  adduced  by  the  commons,  by 
whom  it  was  further  shewn,  that  after  the  death 
of  Mr.  Douglas,  Lord  Melville  confessed,  in  the 
month  of  January,  1806,  to  Mr.  Trotter,  who 
succeeded   Douglas  as  paymaster  of  the  navy, 
that  he  was  indebted  to  the  public  in  the  sum  of 
i*10,000. 

On  the  second  of  these  charges,  contained 
in  the  second  article  of  impeachment,  it  was,  in 
the  first  place,  shewn  by  the  commons,  that, 
subsequent  to  the  appointment  of  Lord  Melville, 
for  the  second  time,  to  the  office  of  treasurer  of 
the  navy,  ^  act  of  parliament'  was  passed,  in- 
titled,  ^^  an  act  for  better  regulating  the  office  of 
treasurer  of  his  majesty's  navy ;"  whereby  it  is, 
among  other  things,  enacted,  <^that  from  and 
after  the  1st  of  July,  1785,  the  monies  to  be 
issued  unto  the  governor  and  company  of  the 
bank  of  England,'  on  account  of  the  treasurer  of 
his  majesty's  navy,  shall  not  be  paid  out  of  the 
bank,  unless  for  navy  services."-  It  was  proved, 
that,  in  direct  breach  and  violation  of  tne  said 
statute,  Lord  Melville  gave  permission  to  Trotter, 


his  paymaster,  to  draw  from  the  bank  «f  Eng- 
land, for  other  purposes  than  for  immediate  ap- 
plication to  navy  services,  sums  of  money  issued 
to  the  governor  and  Company  of  the  bank  of  Eng<- 
laod  on  account  of  the  treasurer  of  the  navy^  and 
to  place  the  same  in  the  bands  of  his  private 
banker  ;t  that  Trotter, '  in  consequence  of  this 
permission,  did  draw  firom  the  banK  of  England 
large  sums  of  public  money,  and  place  the  same 
in  the  hands  of  his  private  bankers,  in  his  own 
namo,  and  at  his  own  dispeaal,  aad  beyond  the 
eontrool  of  the  treannrer  of  the  navy. 

And  on  the  third  of  these  charges,  comprehend- 
ing the  third,  fourth,  slicth,  seventh,  eighth,  and 
ninth  articles  of  impeachment,  it  was  proved  by 
the  commons,  that  Trotter  applied  to  his  private 
use  and  ^aiolument  the  publie  money  taken  ille- 
gally from  the  bank  of  England,  and  plsfeed  in 
the  liand  of  his  private  banker,  and    derived 
great  profit  therefi^m  ;t  and  liiat  Lord  Melville 
connived  at  sucli  illegal  proceeding,  and  did  not 
|Nrohibit  Iiim  so  to  do.     It  further  appeared  in 
evidence,  that  Trotter,  by  desire  of  Lord  Mel- 
ville, opened  an  account,  called  the  chest  ac- 
count, in  which  he  'debited  Lord  Melville  with 
<£10,800,  being  the  sum  of  money  for  which  Lord 
Melville,  by  his  own  confession,  was  indebted 
to  the  public,  when  Trotter  first  became  pay- 
master under  him ;  that  various  advances  were 
made,  at    anhMqnent  periods,    on  ttie    same 
account,    in   oonaMuence  of  requisitions  from 
Lord  MeMUe  to  Trotter,  with  which  requbi* 
tions    Trotter  invariably  complied  ;t     that    no 
interest  was  ever  charged  to  Lord  Melville,  or 
paid  by  him,  on  these  advances  ;t  that  Trotter 
^wavs    considered  ^rd  Melville  to  be  imme- 
diately  indebted    to    the   public   in    this  ohesi 
account;    and    Lord   Melviile  understood  and 
knew  himself  to  be  so  indebted ;    that  Trotter 
having    advanced    to   Lord  Melville,  in  1797, 
the  sum  of  «f  10,000,  in  order  to  pay  the  instal- 
ments on  his  subscription   to  the  loyalty  loan ; 
and  having,  in  the  first  instance,  debited  Lord 
Melville   for  that  sum  in  another  account  kept 
between  them,   intitled   their  account  curr^t, 
did  afterwards,    for   his   own  greats  security, 
transfer  the  same  tio  the  chest  account,  and  did 
present  a  copy  of  the  said  aooouat,  bearing  on 
the  face  of  it  a  statement  of  the  above    trans* 
action,  to  Lord  Melvilte ;  by  whom  it  was  regu- 
larly,   duly,    and   formally  settled  and  signed, 
and  to  whom  the  original  book,  or  a  duplicate 
thereof,    so  settled  and  signed,  was  delivered ; 
and  that,  at  subsequent  periods.  Trotter  present- 
ed other  9tatement«  ana  duplicates  of  the  said 
accounts,  containing   the  same  charge,   whieh 
Lord  Melville  did,    in  like  manner,  settle  and 
sigu.f   It  was  further  proved,    that  notwitii- 
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^,  Lord  MelTille  must  have  known  from 
this  transactuNi,  thai  the  money  advanced  to 
liim  by  Trotter,  by  means  of  which  he  was 
enabka  to  hold  the  loyalty  loaa^  was  public 
money,  he  permitted  the  dividends  aceniiftg  on 
that  stock,  to  be  carried  to  his  credit  in  his 
account  current  with  Trotter,  till  May,  1800, 
ntfhen,  by  a  naper  signed  with  his  own  hand,  he 
authorised  Mark  Sprott  to  di^>ose  of  the  same^ 
which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  produce 
earned  to  the  credit  of  Liord  Melville,  in  his 
account  with  Messrs.  Thomas  Contts  and  Co. 
his  bankers.  It  was  also  shewn  in  evidence, 
.that  there  was  an  account  between  Liord  Melville 
and  Trotter,  called  their  accennt  current,  which 
was  opened  within  less  than  three  UMmths  after  the 
appointment  of  Trotter  to  the  office  of  pay-^ 
master,  in  January,  178d,  and  was  not  finally 
closed  till  May,  1800,  when  Lord  Melville  left 
the  navy  pay-offiee :  that  during  the  interval  it 
•had  been  nequentiy  bidattoed  and  signed  by  both 
|>arties  and  daplicateft  exchanged :  that  no  inter* 
est  was  ever  charged  on  either  sidie  in  this  ae^ 
comt,  though  the  babnee  upon  it  against  Lord 
Melville  w«s  generally  from  «£^10,000  to 
J^20,000;  and  that.lai^e  sums  of  money  were 
advaneed  by  Trotter,  and  placed  to  this  account, 
derived  fimn  the  public  mcmey  iUeg^y  drawn 
by  him  from  the  bank,  on  the  pretence  of  navy 
services,  and  placed,  by  peraaission  of  Lord 
Melville,  in  tile  hands  of  his  private  banker.  Jt 
was  further  pre^red,  that  when  Trotter  was  made 
.|»aymaster  of  ttie  iiavv»  in  1786,  he  was  unable 
to  /make  advances  <h  money  to  ^Lord  Melville 
fr«Hn  his  private  fortune^  which  did  not  exceed, 
at  that  time,  X  1,000  or  i?2,000 ;  and  that,  never- 
Uieless^  witiiin  thsee  months  after  his  nomination 
to  the  office  of  paymaster,  he  advanced  «£'4,000 
to  Lord  Melville,  wittout  interest,*  his  pecuni* 
ary  circumstances  being  perfectly  known  to 
Lord  MdiviUe,  when  he  accepted  of  that  loan. 
It  was  also  shewn,  that  while  Lord  Melville  was 
thus  receiving  advances  of  money  without  inter- 
est, from  Trotter,  his  attention  must  have  been 
forcibly  drawn  to  the  transactions  of  that  per* 
sonage,  in  regard  to  public  money,  by  a  very  sin*- 
gular  conversation  which  took  idace  between/  him-* 
s^f  and  Trotter,  in  1780,  wherein  Trotter  had 
the  audacity  to  propose  to  him,  Lord  Melville, 
treasurer  of  his  majesty's  navy,  holding  his 
place  by  the  authority  of  a  warrant,  which  strictly 
prohibited  him  from  deriving  any  emolumei^ 
nrom  the  public  money  in  his  possession,  to  lay 
out  the  public  money  for  his,  Lord  Melville's, 
private  interest  and  advantage ;  but  though  this 
proposal  was  indignantly  rcgeoted  by  the  noble 
lord,*  it  appearra  that  his  lordship  did  not 
then,    or  at  any  subsequent  period,  make  any 


inquiry  into  the  amoufnt  of  public  money  in  the  BOOR  III 
hands  of  Trotter,  nor  into  the  uses  to  wlueh  it 


applied,  ov  risks  to  which  it  was  exposed ;  Chap. VIII 
instead  of  which,  he  continued  to  accept  advances  ''"^'^CT^ 
of  money  from  Trotter,  without  paying  interest  ^®^ 
ior  them,  or  even  inquiring  from  wliat  source  the 
money  was  derived.  With  respect  to  the  account 
eorrent  between  Lord  MelviUe  and  Trotter,  it 
forther  appeared,  that  the  first  item  of  that 
aceoint,  consisting  of  a  loan  of  o£^4,000  advanc-* 
fsi  by  Trotter  to  Lord  Melville,  was  supplied 
from  the  fund  intrusted  to  Trotter  for  the  pay- 
ment of  exdiequ^r  fees,  and  that,  in  the  bond 
l^ven  by  Lord  Melville  for  that  sum,  there  ^as 
an  engagement  to  pay  interest  for  the  same.  It 
was  also  proved^  Uiat  on  September  4th,  1792, 
tiie  sum  of  «£8,000  was  drawn  by  Trotter  from 
the  bank,  on  pretence  of  navy  servie^ ;  out  of 
which  the  sudi  of  «£4057.  IO5.  was  employed  the 
same  day  in  the  purchase  of  «£3,000,  East  India 
stock,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  Lord  Melvjlle, 
aecording  to  his  express  desire  and  requests 
«nd  that  no  interest  waa  charged  to  Lord 
Melville  for  the  purchase  money  of  the  said 
BSoiSt  India  stodi,  though  the  dividends  ^ere 
carried  to  his  credit,  and  the  stock  itself  ulti- 
mately disposed  of  for  his  benefit,  in  Mot,  1800; 
Lastly,  it  was  proved,  that  in  May,  1800,  when 
Lord  M<dville  quitted  the  navy  pay-office,  he 
was  under  the  necessity  of  raising  fhesum  of 
<^50,000  or  thereabouts,  to  make  goocl  that 
part  of  the  deficiency  in  Ids  account  at  the  bank, 
which  arose  from  public  money,  applied  to  bis 
own  profit  and  advantage :  and  it  further  appeal* 
ed  in  evidence,  that  the  sum  total  of  public  money 
advanced  by  Trotter  to  Lord  MelviUe,  and 
enjoyed  witihout  interest  by  Lord  Melville, 
amounted,  on  the  31st  of  December, 


1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1796 
1799 


to 


^19,986. 
96,476. 
37,035. 
28,758. 
30,316. 
75,413. 
58,640. 
54,140. 
54,140. 


On  the  part  of  the  defendant,  several  wit« 
nesses  were  called  to  establish  the  fact  that  Lord 
Melville  refrained  from  receiving  the  salaries^ 
fees,  and  profits,  of  hia  office  of  third  secretary 
of  state,  up  to  the  time  of  his  resignation,  and 
that  a  saving  had  herebv  accrued  to  the  public  td 
the  amount  of  twa[ity-8ix  thousand' pounds. 

In  answer  to  the  Jlnt  of  the  charges  against 
Lord  Melville,  it  was  contended  by  Mr.  Plomer^ 
counsel  for  his  lordship,  that,  independent  of 
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BOOK  HI  the  act  of  the  25th  of  Geo.  III.  which  was  pos^ 
terior  to  the  commission  of  the  supposed  offences 
^"^]^^^^^  charged  in  these  articles,  and  independent  of  the 
^  ISOtt  warrant,  tlie  treasurer  of  the  navy  was  not  re- 
strainedi  either  by  common  or  statute  law,  or  by 
the  nature  of  his  official  duty  or  trust,  from 
making  a  temporary  use  of  the  public  money 
intrusted  to  him,  before  it  was  wanted  for  the 
public  service ;  provided  it  was  at  all  times 
ready,  when  called  for,  to  answer  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  destined.  With  respect  to  the 
warranty  the  learned  counsellor  admitted,  that  it 
precluded  the  treasurer  of  the  navy  from  making 
profit  of  the  public  money  in  his  hands  ;  but  he 
arcued,  that  the  breach  of  this  engagement,  imd 
it  been  committed  by  Lord  Melville  (which  he 
denied),  did  not  amount  to  a  public  crime  or 
offence,  and  though  it  might  subject  him  to  civil 
consequences,  could  not  be  the  foundation  of  a 
criminal  charge  against  liim. 

This  doctrine  was  impugned,  in  a  very  able 
reply  on  the  part  of  the  managers,  by  the  attor- 
ney-general, who  contended  that  a  breach  of 
duty,  wluch,  between  individuals,  created  nothing 
but  a  civil  remedy,  was,  in  a  public  accountant, 
an  indictable  offence.^  The  duty  of  every  officer 
appointed  bv  the  king  was  a  public  duty,  which 
the  law  would  vindicate  by  crinptial  proceedings. 
The  office  held  by  the  defendant  presmbed  a 
course  of  public  duty  which,  if  he  infringed,  he  was 
liable  to  have  an  indictment  or  information  filed 
against  him  by  the  law  officers  of  the  crown. 

In  answer  to  the  second  charge  and  article 
of  impeachment^  Mr.  Plomer  and  Mr.  Adam 
contended,  that  it  was  no  violation  of  the  act  of 
the  25th  Geo.  III.  for  the  treasurer  of  the  navy 
to  draw  from  the  bank  of  England  money  in- 
trusted to  him  for  navy  services,  and  to  place  the 
same  in  the  hands  of  his  private  banker,  or  any 
other  place  of  deposit,  which  he  thought  safe  and 
eligible,  till  it  should  be  wanted  for  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  drawn,  provided  always  it  was 
drawn  from  the  bank  by  drafts,  specifying  the 
heads  of  service  to  which  it  was  to  be  applied,  as 
prescribed  by  the  act.  In  the  course  of  this  ar- 
gument, the  learned  counsel  entered  into  a  minute 
examination  of  the  act,  from  which,  after  making 
a  distinction  between  ^^  the  original  and  primary 
place  of  deposit,  and  the  sole,  ultimate,  and  con- 
tinuing deposit,"  they  concluded,  that  the  act 
regulated  in  what  manner  the  money  wanted  for 
navy  services  should  be  issued  from  the  exche- 
quer, and  paid  into  the  bank,  and  prescribed  the 
form  to  be  used  by  the  treasurer  of  the  navy  in 
drawing  it  from  the  bank ;  but  that,  with  respect 
to  its  subsequent  custody,  the  act  was  totally 
silent,  and  contained  no  restriction  whatever, 
which  could  prevent  the  treasurer  from  placing 


it,  till  wanted,  wherever  he  pleased.  They  also 
contended,  that  from  the  number  and  minuteness 
of  the  payments  made  at  the  navy  pay-oftce,  the 
business  of  that  department  could  not  go  on 
unless  there  w^e  some  other  place  of  depoliit  for 
the  public  money  intrusted  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
navy,  besides  the  bank  of  England. 

This  construction  of  the  act  of  pariiament 
was  treated  with  ridicule  by  the  attorney-general. 
The  act  was  a  remedial  law,  intended  to  take 
from  the  treasurer  of  the  navy  the  custody  of  the 
public  money,  and  to  deprive  him  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  having  that  custody,  except  only  where 
it  was  inevitable.  But,  admitthig  the  exposition 
given  of  the  act  by  the  learned  counsel,  so  ab- 
surdly was  it  contrived,  that  though  it  employed 
the  utmost  care  and  precaution,  and  providing 
for  the  safe  conveyance  of  the  public  money  from 
the  exchequer  to  the  bank,  the  moment  the  money 
arrived  at  the  bank,  it  was  as  much  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  treasurer,  as  if  the  act  had  never 
existed.  He  might  draw  it  out  without  re- 
straint or  limitation,  provided  only  he  put  into 
the  form  of  his  draft,  ^*  for  navy  services.*'  The 
^attorney-general  conteoded,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  the  aot  was  violated,  unless  -  the  money 
drawn  from  the  bank  was  honk  fidt  drawn  for 
immediate  application  to  navy  services,  and  that 
the  treasurer  was  not  justified  for  defeating 
the  principal  and  main  object  of  the  act,  by  his 
adherence  in  his  drafts  ^  te  the  literal  form  of 
words  it  prescribed.  He  did  not  d^iy,  on  the 
part  of  the  commons,  that  the  treasurer  might 
draw  small  sums  from  the  bank,  to  supply  the 
daily  wants  of  his  sub-aceomptants,  and  carry  on 
the  daily  business  of  the  navy  pay-office,  but  he 
was  not  to  withdraw  lai^e  sums-  on  that  pre- 
tence, in  order  to  lodge  them  in  a  place  of  cus- 
tody, different  from  that  provided  by  the  wisdom 
of  the  legislature. 

In  answer  to  the  third  charge,  comprehend- 
ing the  remaining  articles  of  impeachment,  the 
counsel  for  the  defendant  b^an  oy  staling,  that 
the  charge  against  Lord  Melville  was  not  a 
charge  for  neglect,  of  duty,  for  omitting  to  keep 
a  vi^ant  and  superintending  eye  over  the  con- 
duct of  his  paymaster,  whereby  the  latter  was 
enabled  to  commit  the  offences  proved  in  evi- 
dence ;  but  that  he,vrilfrilly,  knowingly,  illegally^ 
and  fraudulently,  connived  at,  and  pemiitteo,  and 
authorised  all  that  was  done.     This  charge,  the 
learned  counsel  contended,  was  directly,  posi- 
tively, clearly,  and  satisfactorily  disproved  by  the 
evidence  brought  in  support  of   it.      Trotter, 
though  he  had  every  possible  motive  to  extenuate 
his  own  offences,  by  dividing  the  guilt  of  them 
with  his  patron,  had  declared  upon  oath,  that  all 
the  acts  charged  against  Lord  MelviUe  were  bis 


*  Lonl  Mansfield,  in  the  ease  Th^  JfSng  versus  Bainhridge. 
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cnvn  unauthorised  acts^  and  committed  without 
the  knowled^  or  suspicion  of  that  noble  lord. 
But  if  the  evidence  of  Trotter  were  rejected  as 
unworthy  of  credit,  the  whole  evidence  for  the 
prosecution  fell  to  the  ^ound ;  for  it  could 
scarcely  be  argued  that  his  evidence  was  to  be 
believed  when  it  made  against  Lord  MelvtUe, 
and  disregarded  when  it  made  in  his  favour. 

It  was  contended  by  the  managers  in  reply, 
that  the  whole  question  resolved  itself  into  this-^ 
I>id  Mr.  Trotter  remove  and  use  the  public 
money  with  the  permission  of  Lord  Melville  ?  If 
so,  hid  lordship  was  guilty  of  connivance.  Mr. 
Trotter,  indeed,  had  in  his  evidence  made  the  act 
exclusively  his  own,*  but  their  lordships  would 
decide  whether,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
ease,  it  was  possible  that  Lord  Melville  should 
not  have  participated  in  that  act. 

As  to  the  argument  founded  on  the  circum- 
«N:ance  of  Lord  Melville  giving  up  the  salary  and 
profits  of  his  office  as  third  secretary  of  state,  it 
was  entitled  to  no  consideration.  He  could  not 
do  otherwise.  An  act  of  parliament  existed,  in 
virtue  of  which  no  servant  of  the  crown  could  re- 
ceivte  more  than  six  thousand  pounds  a  year; 
and  as  Lord  Melville's  places  amounted  to  con- 
siderably more  than  that  sum,  he  could  not  take 
eredit  to  himself  for  not  receiving  what  he  had 
not  the  power  to  receive.  But  he  might  have 
relinquished  one  of  his  offices,  had  he  not  known, 
from  experience,  that  four  thousand  a  year,  as 
treasurer  of  the  navy,  was  better  than  four  thou- 
sand a  year  as  secretary  of  state. 

After  the  managers  had  closed  their  reply, 
and  the  lords  had  adjourned  to  the  chamber  of 

Earliament,  some  conversation  took  place  in  the 
ouse  of  peers  upon  the  day  to  be  fixed  for  dis- 
cussing the  charges,  and  as  the  evidence,  whidi 
was  very  voluminous,  was  not  printed,  it  was 
agreed  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
this  business  for  ten  days,  and  accordingly  the 
further  proceedings  on  the  trial  were  deferred  till 
Wednesday,  the  28th  of  May,  on  which  day  the 
lords  were  ordered  to  be  summoned. 

In  the  commons,  a  motion  of  thanks  to  the 
managers  was  made  on  the  2dd  of  May,  by  Ge- 
neral Fitzpatrick.  This  motion,  which  was 
seconded  by  Sir  John  Newport,  was  agreed  to 
with  only  one  dissentient  voice.  The  speaker 
then,  calling  on  the  managers,  who  stood  up  in 
their  several  places,  thus  addressed  them : — 

**  Gentlemen,  This  bouse,  u^n  the  result  of  grave 
and  important  inquiries  into  tbe  administration  of  the  pfublic 
expenditure,  come  to  tlie  resolution  of  enterinsf  upon  the 
most  solemn  of  ail  its  functions  ;  and  of  resortmg  to  that 
transcendent  power,  by  which  it  can  htmg  to  judgment  all 
misdeeds  done  by  the  highest  servants  mi^e  crown,  and 
most  effectually  avenee  all  inroads  made,  or  attempted  to 
he  made,  upon  the  liberties  of  the  people.    The  conduct 


and  management  of  that  power  it  delegated  to  you ;  to  pre-  BOOK  III 
pare  and  airange  the  proofs  of  c<Mnplex  and  intricate  facte  i  ._...^_ 
and  to  make  good  the  chai^  of  high  crimes  and  mis-  Qg^p^  YIII 
demeanours  against  a  noble  person,  whose  elevated  and  i.^^^ '  -^_^ 
splendid  situation  in  the  state,  rendered  his  actions  of       ioaa 
signal  example,  for  good  or  for  evil,  to  all  persons  in-       XoVO 
trusted  with  the  public  treasure.    Throughout  tne  progress 
of  the  trial  so  undertaken,  we  have  seen,,  with  peculiar 
satisfaction,  its  proceedings  conducted  witli  an  exemplary 
diligence  and  dispatch,  which  have  rescued  impeachments 
from  the  disgrace  into  which  they  had  nearly  fallen,   and 
have  restored  them  to  their  ancient  strength  and  honour. 
Upon  your  part,  we  have  also  witnessed  that  unwearied 
industry,   and  sijigular  sas^ity,   with  which  you  have 
pursued  and  established  tne    proofs:    that  boldness,    so 
properly  belonging  to  the  commons,  with  which  you  hare 
maintained  the  charge  ;  and  that  powerful  display  of  aigu- 
ment,  and  learned  eloquence,  which  have  spread  the  l^ht 
of  day  over  daik,  seci'et,  and  criminal  transactions.    The 
issue  of  the  whole  is  now  with  the  lords  ;  and  whether  that 
be  of  condemnation  or  acquittal,  it  reste  with  a  tribunal, 
which,  so  far  as  depends  upon  human  institutions,  promises 
the  fairest  hope  of  ultimate  justice.     But,   be  that  issue 
what  it  may,  your  part  is  accomplished.     In  the  discharee 
of  your  duty  you  have  satisfied  the  expectations  of  the 
commons  ;  you  have  obtained  the  high  reward  of  their  ap- 
probation and  thanks,   and,   in  obedience  with  their  com- 
mands, I  am  now  to  acquaint  you  with  their  resolution : 

*  That  the  thaidcs  of  Uus  house  be  fftven  to  the  members 

*  who  were  appointed  the  managers  of  the  impeachment  of 

<  Lord  MelvUle,   for  their  faithful   management  in  their 

<  discharge  of  the  tntst  reposed  in  them.' " 

At  the  appointed  period  the  members  of  the* 
house  of  peers  assembled  iu  their  chamber  of 
parliament,  and  much  time  was  occupied  in  the 
discussions  relative  to  the  trial,  during  which  the 
doors  were  closed  to  all  except  the  members  of 
that  house.  The  assistance  of  the  judges,  on 
certain  points  of  law,  was  resorted  to,  and  after 
a  variety  of  animated  and  protracted  debates, 
their  lordships  proceeded,  on  the  12th  of  June, 
to  deliver  their  verdict.  The  lord  chancellor,  in- 
terrogating each  peer  by  name,  put  the  question, 
^^  Is  Heury  Viscount  Melville  guilty  or  not 
guilty?"  to  which  the  answer  of  "  guilty,"  or 
"  not  guilty,"  "  upon  my  honour,"  was  given 
by  each  member,  placing  at  the  same  time  his 
right  hand  upon  his  breast.  The  lord  chancellor, 
after  casting  up  the  votes,  addressed  the  defend- 
ant and  said : — 

"  Henry  Viscoimr  Melville,  I  am  to  accfuaint 
<*  your  lordfihip  that  ^ou  are  acquitted  of  the  articles  of 
'*  impeachment  exhibited  against  you  by  the  commons, 
*'  for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours,  and  of  all  things 
*'  contained  therein." 

The  lords  then  adjourned  to  their  chamber, 
when  a  correct  copy  of  the  verdict,  as  delivered 
by  each  peer,  was  inscribed  on  their  joiA  nals,  and 
exhibited  the  following  result : — 


Chugc  ... 
NotGuO^ 
Gufltj  ... 
Majority... 


I9t 
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15 


2d 


81 
54 


105}    £7 


3d 


83 
52 

"si 


Wi\&th\  Gt?i\  7/A  I  9(h\9th\  }Oth 


135 
__0 

135 


131 

__3_ 

128  I 


I    88  Pas     121  i  121  I 
I    471    50       U|    U| 


88 
47 
411 
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121  I  121  I  124 
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BOOK  III  The  result  of  ttiis  trial,  ia  which  the  public 

*■  bad  taken  so  deep  an  interest,  disappointed  the 

Chap.YUL  general  expectations  of  the  people.  It  must, 
however,  be  admitted,  that  the  charge  of  fraudu- 
lent and  corrupt  participation  in  the  profit  made 
of  the  public  money  by  Mr.  Trottar,  was  not 
established  against  Lord  MeMUe  by  any  very 
clear  and  satisfactory  evidence.  But  while  this 
fact  is  conceded,  the  most  zealous  advocates  of  his 
lordship  were  obliged  to  confess,*  that  he  had 
been  guilty  of  ^^  culpable  negligence^'  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty — ^that  he  had  given  to  his  pay- 
master a  degree  of  **  criminal  indulgence,'*  and 
that,  had  these  been  the  charges  exhibited  against 
him  by  the  commons,  the  nMe  lord  must  have 
been  pronounced  gnilty  by  the  august  tribunal  to 
whom  the  decision  on  his  case  was  confided. 

The  new  ministry,  after  taking  a  clear  and 
comjNrehensive  view  of  the  state  of  the  country, 
iijpi>ear  to  have  formed  the  resolution  of  directing 
their  views  to  the  accomplishment  of  a  peace  with 
t*rance.  About  ten  days  after  Mr  Fox  came  into 
office,  a  project  for  assassinating  the  French  Em- 
peror was  communicated  by  a  foreigner  to  the 
JSnglish  foreign  secretary,  who  immediately  trans*^ 
Mitteda  statement  of  the  circumstances  to  M'. 


TaUeyrand^t  The  French  niiDister,  in  a  res- 
pectful reply  to  this  letter,  took  oceaaion  to  intro- 
duce,  unoiSRcially,  an  extract  from  the  emperor's 
speech  to  the  legislative  body,  expressive  of  his 
wiiA  for  peace  with  England,  and  his  readiness 
to  negooiate,  witbouta  moment's  delay,  agreeably 
to  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 

Mr.  Fox  considered  this  coimannicatioa  as 
a  distinct  overture,  and  proceeded  to  answer  it 
in  that  frank  and  direct  style  which  i»  the  eha* 
racteristic  of  all  his  public  dispatcher.  He  ob- 
jected to  tbo  uncertamty  of  the  basis  of  AmieBs ; 
the  variety  of  modes  in  which  it  had  been  inter- 
preted 'y  and  the  delay,  which  the  explanations  on 
the  meaning  of  H  would  unavoidably  occasiooy 
even  if  no  other  objection  should  exist.  ^*  The 
true  basis  of  such  a  negoci0ti<my^'  he  observed, 
'^  between  two  great  powers,  e^piaUy  despisuff 
every  idea  of  chicane,  would  be  the  jreciprocal 
recoffnition  of  the  following  principle ;  viz.  that 
the  ^ject  of  both  parties  should  be  a  peace,  boo* 
curable  for  both,  and  for  their  reapective  alUes; 
and  at  the  same  time,  of  a  nature  to  secure,  as 
far  as  in  thdr  power,  the  future  trwiqnillity  of 
Europe." :(  He  then  proceeded  U^  state  the  im- 
possibility of  treating,  muck  less  of  condudiBj 


it 


1$IB» 


*  Locd  Eldtn^f  Speech  on  the  Impeacfameiit  of  Lord  Melville, 
t  LBTTER  FROM  Mb.  SECRETARY  FOX  TO  M.  TALLEYRAND. 

(TRAMiLATION.) 

**  Dmimimjf^atnet,  SOtik  Fek.  1806. 


«<  I  think  it  my  duty  as  an  honeBt  man  to  communicate  to  you,  as  soon  as  posbible,  a  voy  extnuvdinary  dicumitanoe 
ii  oeme  to  my  knowledge.    The  shortest  way  will  be  to  relate  to  you  the  fiiet  om^y  as  it  happened. 

*■  A  few  davs  ago,  a  person  infonned  me,  that  he  was  just  anived  at  Gxateesod  withoot  a  paeqpott,  veqaesting  me  at  the 
'  eame  time  to  send  hmi  one,  as  he  had  vcay  lately  left  Paris,  and  had  aometfaiog  to  eommanicate  0  ma  wfakii  wooldgifeBe 
ntisftction.  I  sent  for  him— he  came  to  my  house  the  following  day-~l  received  him  alone  in  my  doeet ;  when,  after  some  imini* 
portant  conversation,  this  villain  had  the  audacHy  to  tell  me,  that  it  was  necessary  finr  the  tranquillity  of  all  crowned  heads  to  put  ts 
death  the  ruler  of  Prance ;  and  that,  for  this  purpose,  a  house  had  been  hired  at  Piusy,  ftom  which  this  deleftahle  pngect  omdd  be 
carried  into  dftct  with  certainty,  and  without  risk.  I  did  not  perfectly  understand  if  it  was  to  be  done  by  a  ooamoii  waaAUtt  or  If 
fira-ami*  upon  a  new  principle. 

**  I  am  not  ashamed  to  confess  to  you,  Sir,  who  know  me,  that  my  confusion  was  eaUreme,  in  thus  finding  myself  led  inio 
a  conversatun  with  an  avowed  assassiD ;  I  instandy  ordered  him  to  leave  me,  giving,  at  the  same  time,  orders  to  the  police  officer  who 
acoonpanied  him,  to  send  him  out  of  the  kingdom  as  soon  as  possible.  After  having  more  attentively  reflected  upon  what  I  hid  done, 
I  saw  my  eirar  in  having  suAied  him  to  deiHurt  without  previously  having  inftnned  you  of  the  cirrwmsiaBces,  and  I  otdcred  him  to 
be  detained* 

'*  It  is  probable  that  all  this  is  unfounded,  and  that  the  wretch  had  nothing  more  in  view  than  to  make  himsdf  cf  oob- 
sequcnoe,  by  promising,  what,  according  to  his  ideas,  would  afibrd  me  satisfaction.  At  all  events,  I  thought  it  right  to  acquaint  yoa 
widi  what  had  happened,  before  I  sent  him  away.  Our  laws  do  not  permit  us  to  detain  him-  h»g ;  but  he  shidl  not  be  leot  svay 
till  alter  yoa  shall  have  had  foil  time  to  take  precautiooa  agamst  his  attempts,  suppdsing  hfan  still  to  entertain  bid  deogns;  sod 
when  he  goes,  I  shall  take  care  to  have  him  landed  at  a  sea-port  as  lonote  as  pos^Ie  ftom  France.  He  caDs  Inmadf  here  GuiBflt 
de  la  Gevrillicre,  but  I  think  it  is  a  folse  name  which  he  has  assumed.  At  his  fint  entrance*  I  did  him  the  honoor  to  beliefe  ium 
to  be  a  spy. 

**  I  have  the  honoAi  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  attadnnent, 

••Sir, 

••  Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  ••C.J.  POX.** 

LETTER  FROM  M.  TALLEYRAND  TO  Mr.  SECRETARY  FOX. 


(translation.) 


c< 


SiRy 


Paris,  5tk  March,  1S06. 


••I  have  laid  your  exeeOen^'s  letter  before  hif  miyesty.  His  fieit  wwde,  after  having  read  it,  were,  '•  I  veoognise  hoe  Ite 
fiincqples  of  honour  and  virtue,  by  wUch  Mr.  Pok  has  ever  been  actuated.  Thank  him  on  my  part."  I  will  not  aDow  myself*  8ir»  <• 
add  any  thing  to  the  expiassioiis  of  hU  imperial  and  loyal  mi^y.     I  only  raqaest  yoa  ta  accept  the  aasoianoes  of  my  disliqguMlMd 


(Signed) 


••  CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND.* 


dated  Mttcb  ^»  IMCb 
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any  treaty,  unless  in  concert  with  Rusqia,  but 
•u^^ested  the  practicability  of  some  preTious  dis- 
cussion of  tlie  principal  points,  and  some  provi- 
sional arranj^ements,  tyIuIc  they  were  waiting  for 
the  actual  intervention  of  that  power. 

A  correspondence  of  some  length  ensued,  in 
which,  as  M.  Talleyrand  observed,  there  is  a 
character  of  openness  and  precision,  that  had 
not  hitherto  been  seen  in  the  communications  be- 
tween the  two  courts.  The  great  difficulty  con- 
sisted in  the  admission  of  Russia  into  the  nego- 
ciation.  M.  Talleyrand  endeavoured  with  much 
ingeniuty  to  represent  that  power  as  interposing 
its  authority  between  two  nations  fullv  competent 
to  adjust  their  own  difierences,  but  Mr.  Fox  in- 
sisted on  her  being  a  party  in  the  question  as  an 
ally  of  Great  Britain,  whose  interests  were  inse- 
parably connected  with  her  own.  To  bring  the 
discussion  to  a  point,  Mr.  Fox  stated  explicitly, 
that  his  majesty  was  willing  to  negociate  con- 
jointly witli  ifussia,  but  would  not  consent  to 
negociate  separately.  To  this  proposal  M.  Tal- 
leyrand re-urged  the  former  objections,  and  the 
first  overture  may  be  said  to  have  failed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  determination  of  England  not  to 
negociate  separately,  and  the  unwillingness  of 
France  to  admit  the  intervention  of  Russia. 

Early  in  the  month  of  June,  Lord  Yar- 
mouth, son  of  the  Marquis  of  Hertford,  who  had 
been  among  the  detained  in  France,  arrived  in 
London,  and  communicated  the  substance  of  a 
conversation  with  M.  Talleyrand,  which  had 
passed  at  the  desire  of  that  mmister,  for  the  pur- 

Sose  of  conveying,  through  a  secret  and  coufi- 
ential  channel,  the  sentiments  and  views  of 
France,  and  the  outlines  of  the  terms  on  which 
peace  might  be  restored  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. The  terms  sketched  out  in  the  conversa- 
tion seemed  so  favourable  that  the  English 
cabinet  lost  no  time  in  conveying  to  M.  Talley- 
rand their  disposition  to  commence  a  negoeiation 
on  the  basis  contained  in  them. 

As  the  unwillingness  of  France  to  adhere  to 
her  original  offers,  not  only  occasioned  tlie  first 
departure  from  that  spirit  of  conciliation,  in  which 
the  former  correspondence  had  been  conducted, 
but  was  the  real  cause  of  the  ultimate  failure  of 
the  negoeiation,  the  substance  of  those  overtures 
necessarily  forms  the  most  important  part  of  the 
whole  transaction. 

It  appears  that  three  specific  offers  were 
held  out  as  inducements  to  Great  Britain  to 
treat ;  viz.  the  restoration  of  Hanover,  the  pos- 
session of  Sicily,  as  a  consequence  of  the  princi- 
ple of  the  uti  possidetis — ^tlie  state  of  actual  pos- 
session— and  a  facility  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
form  of  treating,  which,  without  establishing  a 
congress,  or  recognizing  the  claim  of  a  joint 
negoeiation,  would  not  impair  the  advantages 
(No.  37.) 
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which  Great  Britain  and  Russia  might  derive  BOOR  III: 
firom  their  close  connection  and  alliance.  ,# 

M.  Talleyrand,  in  the  first  interview  with  Cn4p,VII]^ 
Lord  Yarmouth,  after  his  return  to  Paris,  not 
only  departed  entirely  from  his  clear  and  explicit 
offer  of  Sicily,  but  indulged  himself  in  vain  allu- 
sions to  further  demands,  and  in  peremptory 
representations  of  the  necessity  of  negociating 
with  some  persons  duly  authorised  and  im^r 
powered  to  treat.  This  first  deviation  from  the 
original  ovc<*tures  was  received  by  the  British 
ministry  as  the  omen  of  the  failure  of  negoeiation. 
And,  from  that  period,  Mr.  Fox  is  said  to  have 
despaired  of  its  successful  issue. 

•The  English  cabinet  considered  this  iati« 
mation  as  a  departure  from  the  principles  and 
,  basis  of  the  negoeiation,  which  had  been  held  out 
to  them  as  inducements  to  treat,  and  as  an  indi- 
cation of  the  little  reliance  that  could  be  placed 
in  the  language  or  sincerity  of  the  French  nego- 
ciators.  The  instructions,  therefore,  to  Lord 
Yarmouth,  were  distinct  and  peremptory.  He 
was  directed  to  insist  generally  on  the  recurrence 
to  the  original  overtures,  and  to  make  the  re-f 
admission  of  Sicily  as  tlie  sine  qu&  mn  of  th^ 
production  of  his  full  powers,  which,  ^'  to  avoid 
all  pretence  of  cavil,"  were  conveyed  to  him 
without  delay.  In  the  mean  while  the  Russian 
plenipotentiary,  M.  D'Oubril,  who  had  arrived 
m  Paris  on  the  10th  of  July,  had  signed  % 
separate  peace  with  the  French  govemo^eut.  In 
this  posture  of  affairs,  Lord  Lauderdale,,  a  nqble^ 
man  whose  discernment  and  talents  eminently 
qualified  him  for  the  task,  and  wh,ose  uniform 
disposition  to  a  pacific  system  of  policy  was  a 
strong  earnest  of  the  sincerity  of  the  British  ca-^ 
binet  in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  peace,  was 
dispatched  to  Paris.  Nor  were  these  the  only 
recommendations  of  his  lordship.  The  health  of 
Mr.  Fox  began  at  this  period  to  decline,  and  the 
nomination  of  his  personal  friend,  and  tried  poli- 
tical adherent,  was  a  pledge  that  the  cabinet  con- 
tinued to  promote  his  views,  and  to  consult  tbo 
Eirit  of  his  policy.  The  first  endeavour  of  Lord 
mderdale,  on  his  arrival^t  Paris,  was  to  bring 
back  the  French  governmefcjt  to  ihe  basis  of  tha 
uti  possidetisj  and^o^the^Dwcatton  of  that  prin- 
ciple to  the  island.-of'ISiciiy.  \/>Td  Yarmouth, 
alter  having  for  that  purpose^ncurred  with  his 
colleague,  in  representing  fwnally  and  officially 
the  substance  and  tende^o/  o('  1V|.  Talleyrand^s 
original  overtures,  lef^the  subsequent  part  of  the 
negoeiation  exclusively  in  his  hands.  The 
French  nogociaidrs,4for  M,  Champagny,  minis- 
ter of  the  interiwnf  was  soon  appointed  joint 
plenipotentiary  with  General  Clarke,)  never  ac-« 
tually  admitted  the  basis  of  the  uti  possidetis^ 
after  the  arrival  of  Lord  Lauderdale,  and  con- 
stantly evaded  the  acknowledgment  of  having  In 
the  first  instance  made  that  proposal,  Thej 
6  T 


V 


f 


.  V 


i 


9^  . 

■  J  . 


T 


I 

I 


I 


^26 


HISTOAT  OF  THE  WARS,  &C. 


BB^ 


aaa 


GbakVIII. 


1806 


BOOK  III  contriTed  howeTer,  under  various  pretences,  and 
in  one  instance  by  a  delay  in  the  passports,  for 
a  messenger,  to  detain  jLiord  Laad^dale  at 
Paris,  till  it  became  the  policy  of  Great  Britain, 
as  well  as  France,  to  await  the  decision  of  the 
court  of  St.  Petersburg,  on  the  treaty  which  M. 
D'Oubril  had  carried  thither  for  ratification. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  a  courier  brought 
the  intelligence  to  Paris,  that  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  had  refused  to  ratify  M.  D'Oubril's 
treaty,  and  M,  Talleyrand,  with  great  apparent 
frankness,  informed  the  British  negociator  of  this 

fiece  of  intelligence,  the  day  after  its  arrival  in 
*aris,  and  assured  liim  that  France  was  now 
prepared  to  make  peace  with  England  on  more 
favourable  terms  than  she  otherwise  would  have 
been  disposed  to  admit ;  but,  as  it  was  soon 
obvious,  that  the  abandonment  of  Russia  was  to 
be  the  price  of  more  favourable  terms,  so  ostentii^ 
tiously  announced  to  Great  Britain,  the  honour- 
able determination  of  our  court  not  to  listen  to 
'  any  such  projects,  prevented  any  precise  detail  of 
the  concessions  France  was  willing  to  make  for 
the  attainment  of  her  object.  Mr,  Fox  was  now 
unable  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  oiBce,  and 
the  expectations  of  bringing  the  negociations  to 
ft  &vourable  issue  were  daily  diminished. 

In  die  mean  while,  Bonaparte  had  left  Paris 
for  the  army  on  the  Rhine,  and  one  of  the  pleni*r 
potentiaries  (General  Clarke),  as  well  as  M« 
Talleyrand,  accompanied  him  on  his  journey, 
M.  Champagny,  who  remained  to  conduct  the 
Degpciation,  was  neither  authorised  to  relinquish 
the  claims  of  Joseph  upon  Sicily,  nor  to  a&« 
quiesce  in  such  an  arrangement  as  would  have 
satisfied  the  court  of  St,  Petersburgh.  The 
liegociation  was  therefore  at  an  end,  and  I^rd 
Lauderdale  peremptorily  insisted  on  his  pass- 
ports.. 

The  obvious  policy  of  France,  when  she 
despaired  of  any  separate  peace  with  Great 
Britain,  was  to  induce  her  to  admit  in  the 
project  of  a  treaty^  such  terms  as  she  foresaw 
would  alienate  the  affections,  and  shake  the  con* 
fidetice,  of  her  ally  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  The 
Wpurable  d^termioatiop  of  our  cabinet,  and  the 


firm,  but  temperate  oonduct  of  our  negociator, 
defeated  this  design,  and  his  earnest  and  peremp* 
tory  demaad  of  passports  was  at  length  granted, 
though  they  were  accompanied  with  a  note,  evi- 
dently composed  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  Bonaparte,  This  paper  insinuates  that  the 
principles  of  Mr.  Fox  had  been  abandoned  by  his 
colleagues  and  successors ;  that  a  departure 
from  the  basis  laid  down  by  him  bad  tiu'own  the 
first  obstacle  in  the  way  of  pacification,  and  that 
to  the  loss  of  that  great  man  alone  was  to  be 
ascribed  the  further  continuance  of  the  calamities 
of  war,  To  these  charges,  Lord  Lauderdale  de^ 
livered  a  spirited,  manly,  and  convincing  reply, 
Indeed  no  impartial  person  can  peruse  the  early 
part  of  the  negociation,  without  being  persuadec^ 
that  if  the  French  had  conducted  themselves 
towards  Mr,  Fox,  as  they  did  towards  his  suc- 
cessors, the  result  must  have  beenprecisely  the 
sanne.  Whether,  if  the  life  of  Mr,  Fox  had  been 
fortunately  preserved,  confidenod^  in  that  great 
character,  reliance  on  the  stability  and  permau^ 
ence  of  his  power  at  home,  and  apprehension  of 
the  authority  of  his  name  throughout  Europe, 
and  in  France  in  particular,  might  not  have  in- 
duced Bonaparte  to  relax  in  his  pretensions,  and 
to  revert  to  the  counsels  of  moderation,  which 
seem  to  have  dictated  M,  Talleyrand^s  first  corr 
]respondence,  b  mere  matter  of  speculation. 

The  animosity,  so  studiously  excited  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  was  by  no  means  ex^ 
tinguished  in  this  country  ;  and  an  incident  soon 
occurred,  which  served  to  shew  that  motives  still 
more  inexcusable  contributed  to  the  general  sen- 
timent in  favour  of  a  rupture  of  the  negociation. 
Though  the  rrounds  upon  which  the  discussioa 
had  broken  off  were  unknown,  the  intelligeuce  of 
Lord  Lauderdale^s  departure  from  Paris  was 
received  at  the  great  commercial  resort,  in  the 
city  of  London,*  with  bursts  qf  approbation ;  and 
shouts  of  applause,  at  the  prospect  of  the  con- 
tinuance pf  the  war,  served  to  shew  with  how 
much  indifference  the  calamities  of  the  world 
can  be  contemplated^  when  they  serve  to  ad^ 
minister  to  the  gratification  of  n  $pi^t  of  f  9fn- 
mercial  cupidity, 


♦  l^lo^d's  CoflTeerHo^, 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


British  Histoby  :  Last  Sickness  and  Death  of  Mr*  Fox — Memoir-^Nem  Ministerial  Arrange* 
ments — Dissolution  of  Parliament — Naval  Campaign  of  1896 :  Annihilation  of  the  R'ench 
Squadron  under  Admiral  Le  Seigle,  by  the  Fleet  under  the  Command  of  Admiral  Sir  John 
Thomas  Duckworth — Dispersion  and  Destruction  of  Admiral  Fillaumez^s  Squadron  b^  a 
Temfesi-^Capture  of  the  Marengo  and  Belle  PouU^  by  the  Squadron  under  Sir  J,  B. 
Warren — Gallant  Achievements  by  the  West  India  Fleet — Capture  of  Four  French  Frigates 
by  Sir  Samuel  Hood— Surrender  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  tlie  English  Troops^  under 
Sir  David  Baird^Unauthorized  Expedition  against  South  America — Surrender  <f  Buenos 
Ayres  to  the  English-^Re-Conquest  of  that  Capital^^Insurrection  against  the  Emperor  if 
Haytif  inolent  Death  of  DessalineSf  and  Appointment  of  Christophe  as  his  Successor-^ 
Differences  between  Great  Britain  ofd  the  United  States  of  America — The  Points  stated 
and  discussed* 


THE  accession  of  Mr.  Fox  to  povver,  wfaat- 
arer  hopes  it  might  excite  in  a  political  party^ 
or  in  the  great  body  of  the  nation,  was  a  circum- 
etance  pregnant  to  himself  with  inconvenience 
jand  danger.  In  a  life  of  retirement,  which,  com- 
paratively speaking  at  least,  he  might  be  said  to 
enjoy,  before  his  summons  to  ponrer  by  the  death 
l>f  ms  political  rival,  the  consequences  of  his 
youthful  eccentricities  were  capable  of  being 
palliated  by  cautious  attention  and  remedia} 
^pplioatipns.  But  on  his  advance  to  office,  the 
perplexities  of  intrigue,  the  collision  of  claims, 
the  chagrin  of  submitting  to  arrangements  which 
he  most  desired  to  preclude,  but  miich  it  seemed 
requisite  to  adopt,  the  prolonged  contest  in  par- 
liament, the  frequent  summonses  to  council,  and 
even  the  very  convivialities  with  which  it  was 
thought  expedient  to  celebrate  and  cement  a  new 
administration,  were  but  ill  calculated  for  the 
preservation  of  that  health,  which  was  now, 
more  than  ever,  desirable;  but  seemed  also 
more  than  ever  in  danger.  In  a  few  months 
symptoms  appeared  of  an  alarming  nature,  and 
it  was  strongly  apprehended  that  Mr.  Fox  labour- 
ed under  an  incipient  dropsy.  The  business  of 
the  house  of  commons  he  was,  in  consequence  of 
)iis  impaired  health,  obliged  to  abandon ;  but 
with  this  deduction  from  his  harassing  employ- 
ments, the  remainder  pressed  too  heavily  upon 
him;  and  whatever  chance  might  have  been 
nilbrded  by  a  total  abstinence  from  public  busi- 
ness, and  a  recurrence  to  his  rural  retirement  and 
regularity,  thi#chance  was  not  aiTorded,  It  was 
not  long  before  the  most  decided  indications  of 
ilropsy  appeared,  in  consequence  of  which  all 
hope  of  continued  life  was  founded  upon  a  long 
succession  of  operations,  which,  in  compara** 
ttively  vigorous  subjects,  have  sometimes  pre- 
fferyeU  the  springs  of  life  fpr  a  series  of  years^ 


but  which  a  broken  constitution  has  seldom,  if  BOOK  III 
ever,  been  capable  of  l^ustaining.  The  operation  ■■ 
pf  tapping  was  several  times  performed  on  Mr.  Chaf.  IX. 
Fox,  producing  that  temporary  relief  which  it  ^""^T^C^T^ 
seldom  fails  to  effect :  but  the  disease  was  too  ^^^ 
formidable  for  effectual  resistance,  and,  in  a 
short  time,  even  for  mitigation.  After  a  series 
of  increasing  languors,  amidst  which  the  fond- 
ness of  affection  would  seem  to  perceive  founda- 
tions for  hope,  which  medical  skill  could  never 
really  admit ;  tiiis  great  man  closed  his  connec- 
tion with  all  mortal  scenes,  at  Chiswick,  the  seat 
of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  on  the  18th  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  ftOth  year  of  bis  age.  The  regret 
occasioned  by  this  event  was  evinced  by  the 
general  feeling  at  the  reception  of  the  intelligence^ 
notwithstanding  it  had  been  so  long  expected, 
and  by  that  procession  which  some  time  after 
took  place  on  the  solemn  interment.  The  funeral 
was  performed  at privateexpense,  but  was  attended 
nevertheless  by  the  most  distinguished  nobility, 
vast  numbers  of  the  house  of  commons,  many 
dignitaries  of  the  church,  men  of  genius  and 
talents  from  all  quarters,  a  numerous  ^dy  of  the 
electors  of  Westminster,  and  genUemen  deputed 
from  distant  parts  of  the  country,  in  testimony 
of  their  respect  for  the  character  of  the  deceased, 
and  an  immense  assemblage  of  the  general 
population  of  the  metropolis.  One  general 
sentiment  of  grief  appeared  to  overwhelm  all 
the  distinctions  of  party  politics,  and  the  day 
that  consigned  Fox  to  the  grave,  was  conse-* 
crated  from  all  profane  and  tiEictious  asperity,  to 
deplore  the  lo^s  of  a  mi^i,  whose  genius,  acquirie- 
ments,  and  virtues,  did  honour  to  the  nation  and 
to  the  age.  The  private  character  of  this  great  . 
roan  appears  to  have  .abounded  in  all  those 
qualities  which  can  conciliate  afiection  and 
esteem.     The    independence  of  his  mind  was 
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BOOIC  HI  totally  unmixed  'with  any  portion  of  that  surly  where  personal  interest,  in  oommon  minds,  ap- 

asperity  with  which  it  is  too  frequently  connect-  pears  to  absorb  every  other  sentiment;  procured 

Chap.  IX.  ^j  .  ^nd  while  it  excited  respect,  it  did  not  im-  for  him  in  return,  a  ae^ee  of  regard,  which  per- 

"^"^T^JT^^  pair  attachment.     The  frankness  of  his  manners,  haps  was  scarcely  ever  extended  to  any  human 

^^^      the  generosity  of  his  feelings,    which,    agree*  individual,  as  he  appears  to  have  been  excelled 

ably  to  the  testimony  of  one  who  knew  liim  well,  by  no  one  in  th^  tenderness  of  his  affections,  the 

were  unalloyed  by  the  smallest  particle  of  gall ;  sublimity  of  his  views,  and  the  compreheusion, 

the  elevation  of  his  principles ;  and  that  self-  and  sagacity  of  his  understanding.* 

oblivion,  which  he  displayed  in  circumstances,  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Fox,  Liord  GrenviUe^ 

*  The  RioBt  Hon.  CHARLES  JAMES  FOX,  born  the  13th  of  January,  1740,  was  die  second  sod  of 
Lord  Henry  Holland,  by  the  sister  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  to  the  accidental  favours  of  high  rank,  and  of 
titled  relatires,  he  added  the  more  solid  adyantages  of  extraordinary  natural  genius,  and  strong  powers  of  mind«  After 
a  short  initiation  at  Westminster  school,  he  was  remored  to  Eton,  and  from  Eton  he  removed  to  Oxford,  whe^  he  is 
said  to  have  studied  more  than  ten  hours  a  day,  during  the  whole  time.  The  uniformity  of  a  cidlege  life  did  not  long 
agree  with  the  ardour  of  his  mind,  and  a(\er  some  time  spent  at  the  university,  he  set  out  on  the  usual  tour  of  Europe. 
Though  he  indulged  freely  in  the  dissipations  over  which  his  rank  and  fortune  gave  him  the  command,  yet  he  did  not 
failto  acquire  that  intimate  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  of  human  nature,  which  fitted  him  for  the  most  exalted  rank  in  the 
state.  An  unfortunate  attachment  to  the  gaming  table,  which  can  never  be  passed  over  in  silence,  nor  spoken  of  without  be- 
CoroiBg  censure,  was  the  principal  error  of  Mr.  Fox*s  youth ;  and  before  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  he  had  lavished  away 
large  sums  of  money,  and  contracted  very  heavy  debts.  His  fitfher,  being  apprised  of  these  excesses,  recalled  his  favourite 
son.  At  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  parliament  for  Mtdhurst,  and  his  first  speech  was  in 
favour  of  ministers,  and  against  ^r.  Wilkes  and  the  Middlesex  election.  After  sharing  the  favours  of  the  minister  as 
a  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  afterwards  as  a  lord  of  the  treasury,  he  was  dismissed  from  office  by  the  foUowiqg  laconie 
epistle  from  the  premier : —  * 

*<  Sir  J — His  majesty  has  thought  proper  to  order  a  new  commission  of  treasury  to  be  made  out,  in  whith  I  do 
"  not  see  your  name.  (Signed)  *'  North." 

At  the  general  election  in  1780,  the  family  borough  of  Midhurst  having  fallen  into  different  hands,  Mr.  Fot, 
oonscious  of  his  own  powers,  became  a  candidate  for  the  city  of  Westminster,  in  which,  after  a  violent  contest,  he  sue-* 
ceeded,  though  opposed  by  the  formidable  interest  of  the  Newcastle  family,  and  by  the  whole  influence  of  the  crown. 
Being  now  the  representative  of  a  great  city,  he  appeared  in  parliament  in  a  more  dignified  capacity,  and  acquired  a  consider- 
able increase  of  consequence  to  his  political  character.  During  the  American  war  he  was  a  regular,  consistent,  and  active 
antagonist  of  the  ministry,  and  the  powerftil  and  frequent  application  of  his  superior  talents  to  popular  purposes,  pbtained  him 
the  title  of  "  The  man  of  the  people.'*  On  the  removal  of  Lord  North  he  was  raised  to  a  seat  in  the  cabinet  as  secretary  of 
state.  The  death  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  soon  after  dissolved  the  new  ministry,  and  Mr.  Fox,  after  some  time 
opposing  the  measures  of  Lord  8he1bume,  returned  to  power  by  his  well  known  coalition  with  Lord  Nortii.  This  event 
is  regarded  as  a  stigma  in  the  political  life  of  Fox,  who  in  the  ardour  of  his  zeal,  had  often  declared,  that  he  would  not  trust 
himself  in  the  same  room  with  Lord  N(Mth,  but  would  employ  all  his  powers  to  bring  him  to  the  scaffold  fbr  the  fla^tious* 
ness  of  his  public  crimes.  An  union  bottomed  in  ambition,  and  deprecated  by  every  class  of  his  miyesty's  suljects,  could 
not  long  be  sustained.  The  memorable  India  bill  proved  fatal  to  the  coalition  ministry,  and  produced  their  downfal.  Mr. 
Fox  had  ever  shewn  himself  a  friend  to  peace,  and  on  two  occasions  his  powerful  eloquence  proved  of  the  last  importance 
to  the  nation  ;  first,  by  preventing  an  unprofitable  war  with  Russia,  relative  to  the  possession  of  Oczakow ;  and  secondly, 
by  arresting  an  armament  against  Spain,  which  had  no  higher  object  than  a  participation  in  the  fur  trade  of  Nootka  Sound. 
On  the  regency  question  during  the  king^s  illness,  in  1788,  3fr.  Fox  insisted  upon  the  right  of  the  prince  to  the  regency, 
while  his  great  political  rival  took  the  constitutional  ground ;  but  the  restoration  of  the  sovereign's  health  settled  the  vident 
and  protracted  discussions  of  this  momentous  question. 

No  sooner  had  tiie  French  nation  evinced  a  sincere  desire  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  absolute  power,  tiian  Mr. 
Fox  hailed  the  auspicious  dawn  of  rising  liberty.  At  first,  the  two  great  rival  chiefii,  who  agreed  in  nothing  else,  united 
eordially  in  this  cause,  and  while  one  presaged  a  long  and  uninterrupted  peace,  the  extinction  of  the  national  d^,  and 
the  prosperity  of  the  British  empire ;  tiie  other  gloried  in  beholding  a  mighty  people  resciied  from  the  mo^t  oppressive 
servitude,  and  augured  the  happiest  results  in  favour  of  tiie  human  race.  Soon  they  became  opposed  to  each  other,  and 
the  most  serious  conflicts  were  the  result  of  their  discussions.  Mr.  Fox  experienced  the  dereliction  of  many  of  his 
associates,  and  among  others  of  Mr.  Burke,  the  man  from  whose  lips  he  had  imbibed  the  principles  of  ii*eedom.  War  was 
commenced ;  a  war,  to  which  Mr.  Fox,  in  every  stage  of  its  progress,  gave  his  decided  negative  ;  but  Mr.  Pitt,  who  was  sup- 
posed at  first  to  engage  in  the  contest  with  reluctance,  left  no  means  untried  to  secure  tiie  support  of  parliament.  Tities, 
ofiices,  and  honours,  were  distributed  with  no  sparing  hand  ;  the  opposition  benches  were  nearly  deserted,  and  Mr.  Fox 
was  left,  almost  alone,  to  contend  with  a  host  of  foes.  Finding  his  efforts  without  effect,  he  d^rmined  to  secede 
from  parliament,  and  evinced  a  wish  to  retire  altogether  from  public  life ;  but  the  entreaties  of  his&iends,  aiid  tiie  occur, 
rence  of  a  new  train  of  events,  preventetl  the  execution  of  that  design.  In  1803,  he  returned  to  his  parliamentary  duty, 
and  the  death  of  his  great  political  rival,  in  the  beginning  of  1806,  brought  him,  after  an  interval  of  two  and  twenty 
years,  into  his  former  office  of  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  aflairs.  '^'Xware  that  he  had  but  a  short  space  before 
<  him,  he  declared  that  he  should  die  contented,  if  he  could  but  previously  obtain  a  peace — an  honourable  peace,  for  Britain  | 
ffimove  all  legni  disabilities  arising  out  of  religion,  in  order  to  unite  more  closely  the  interests  of  Ireland  with  those  of 
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on  wbom  the  ilfity  of  suggesting'  the  new  minis- 
terial arrangements  naturally  deToWed,  recom- 
mended to  his  majesty  the  appointment  of  Lord 
Howick  to  the  foreign  ofBce,  in  the  situation  of 
iiis    departed  friend  ;    Mr.  Grenyille  to  be  first 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  in  thepkice  of  Lord  Howick; 
.Mr.    Tiemey  to  be  president  of  the  board  of 
ctetrouly  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Grenville,  who  had 
succeeded  to  that  oflice,    with  a  seat  in  the 
^  cabinet,  on  the  ^pointment  of  Lord  Minto  to  the 
*  jjfovernment  of  Bengal ;  Lord  Sidmouth  to  suc- 
ceed io  d^  presidency  of  the  council,  from  which 
XSarl  Fitzwilliam,  on  account  of  bad  health,  was 
desirous  to  withdraw ;    and  Lord  Holland  to 
succeed  Lord  Sidmouth,  as  lord  priyy  seal.     In 
all  tiiese  arrangements  his  majesty  was  graciously 
pleased  to  acquiesce  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  obser- 
.  vation,  that  the  only  new  member  brought  into 
the  cabinet  was  Lord  Holland,  the  nephew  of 
Mr.  Fox. 

No  sooner  were  these  changes  completed, 
than  his  majesty,  conceiving  that  aii  increased 
portion  of  energy  might  be  procured  to  the  pub- 
lic councils  and  measures,  by  resorting  to  the 
elective  power  of  the  people,  determined  to  dis- 
solve the  existing  parliament.  The  returns  to 
«the  new  parliament  were  such  as  to  add  greatly 
to  the  weight  and  influence  of  the  friends  of  ad- 
ministration in  the  house  of  commons.  The 
-whig  party,  which  had  been  driven  out  of  the 
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representation  in  Yorkshire,  in  1784,  recovered  BOOK  Til 
one  of  the  seats  for  that  great  and  independent  - 

county,  by  the  return  of  Walter  Fawkes,  Esq.  p°^'  J^; 
In  Norfolk,  after  a  hard  fought  contest,  both 
the  members  returned  were  of  that  party.  Mr. 
Roscoe,  distinguished  as  an  author  for  his  elegant 
literature,  and  as  a  man  for  his  knowledge  of 
business  and  respectability  of  character,  came  in 
for  Liverpool,  notwithstanding  his  direct  avowal 
aminst  the  slave  trade  ;  or  rather  in  consequence 
ot  that  avowal,  ^^  No  slavery,^  being  the  inscrip- 
tion on  his  banners.  But  on  the  other  hand.  Air. 
Tiemey,  one  of  the  kfng^s  ministers,  was  rejected 
by  the  electors  of  Southwark,  and  a  member  in 
the  ranks  of  opposition  was  returned  for  the  city 
of  Norwich. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  present  year, 
Ireland  enjoyed  uninterrupted  tranquillity,  under 
the  mild  and  conciliatory  government  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford ;  but  towards,  its  close,  dis- 
turbances broke  out  in  the  north,  occasioned 
by  a  banditti,  who,  assuming  the  name  of 
"  Thrashers,"  committed  every  species  of  crime 
and  outrage,  under  the  cover  of  night.  Strong 
applications  were  made  to  the  castle  to  queU 
these  riotous  proceedings  by  the  insurrection 
law,  the  usual  remedy  in  Ireland  on  such  occa- 
sions ;  but  the  Duke  of  Bedford  refused  to 
resort  to  so  violent  a  remedy,  and  by  a  proper 
use  of  the  ordinary  and  regular  authoi^y  ot 


England ;  and  lastly,  obtain  a  complete  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  Scarcely  h^^d  he  commenced  his  career  of  publie 
and  official  business,  before  the  powers  of  his  body  sunk  exhausted  by  the  too.  vigorous  exertion  of  his  mind ;  and  the  im- 
mense pressure  of  public  concerns,  broke  down  a  constitution  which  had  previously  indicated  s3rmptom8  of  decay,  before 
the  mighty  purposes  rerolving  in  his  breast  could  be  matured,  and  almost  before  any  one  of  his  wise  and  salutary  plans 
could  be  realized. 

*'  To  an  extraordinary  natural  capacity,  improved  and  embellished  by  liberal  education;  and  to  a  quickness 
of  apprehension,  which  instandy  seized  every  object  that  was  presented  to  it,  this  great  man  added  a  memory  richly 
stored  with  science  and  literature,  and  well  fraught  with  historical  and  political  knowledge.  He  was  profoundly  versed 
in  the  history  and  constitution  of  bis  country.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  history,  the  strengdi,  the  policy,  the 
separate  and  relative  interests  and  views  of  those  states  which  once  constituted  what  has  not  been  improperly  called  the 
great  republic  of  Europe.  In  a  word,  he  was  ignorant  of  nothing  which  was  necessary  to  constitute  the  consummate 
statesman."  Asa  public  speaker,  his  manner  was  not  graceful,  but  it  was  peculiarly  animated  and  impressive.  ^'  His 
merit  as  a  parliamentary  debater,  did  not  consist  in  the  length,  variety,  or  roundness  of  bis  periods ;  but  in  the.  truth 
and  vigour  of  his  conceptions  ;  in  the  depth  and  extent  of  his  information,  in  the  retentive  powers  of  his  memory ;  in 
the  faculty  of  spreading  out  his  matter  so  clearly  to  the  grasp  of  his  own  mind,  as  to  render  it  impossible  that  he  should 
ever  fail  in  the  utmost  clearness  and  distinctness  to  others  ;  and  in  the  exuberant  fertility  of  his  invention,  which  spon- 
taneously brought  forth  his  ideas  at  the  moment,  in  every  possible  shape  by  which  the  understanding  might  sit  in  the 
most  accurate  judgment  upon  them.*'*  His  eloquence  was  plain,  nervous,  energetic,  and  vehement :  it  simplified 
what  was  complicated,  it  unravelled  what  was  entangled ;  it  cast  light  on  what  was  obscure,  and  through  the 
understanding  it  forced  its  way  to  the  heart.  And  to  crown  all,  this  powerful  eloquence  was  uniformly  exerted  in  the 
cause  of  hberty  and  juQtice ;  in  defence  of  tiie  oppressed  and  persecuted  ;  and  in  vindicating  die  rights,  the  freedom,  and  the 
happiness  of  mankind.  Tf,  since  the  commencement  of  the  Christian  sera,  peace  ever  had  a  Aeady,  a  disinterested  ad\:o« 
cate,  it  was  in  Charles  James.  Fox.  Peace  was  his  constant  aim,  his  ardent  hope,  his  livipg  counsel,  and  his.  dying 
prayer.  Resignation  to  providence  was  a  marked  feature  in  the  character  of  Mr.  Fox.  His  departure  out.  of  this  life 
was  unruffled  by  remorse ;  he  had  sacrificed  every  thing  that  was  personal  to  his  country's  good ;  and  his  dying  momenta 
were  blessed  with  the  reflection  that  his  last  effort  had  been  conformable  to  the  divine  retigion  he  professed— to  give 
peace  to  the  world.  Cheered  by  the  approving  smiles  of  heaven,  he  sunk  into  the  arms  of  death,  and  *'  I  die  happy,*'t 
was  one  of  the  last  sentences  that  fell  from  the  lips  of  die  expiring  patriot 

*  Lord  ETskine*t  Letter  to  the  E£tor  of  the  Speediee  of  Mr.  Fox. 

t  Maaaoos  of  th^  latter  sfan.  of  Mr.  Fob,  by  J*  B.  Tioiter,  his  Privatit  Senetaryc 
(No.  87.)  6  U 
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BOOK,  in  goyemment,  he  succeeded  effectuaJUy  in  repress^ 

— ing   and    putting  a  stop    to    these    alarming 

Chap.  IX.  excesses. 

The  British  nary  maintained   during  the 
present  year   its  accustomed  superiority.    The 
shattered  remains  of   the    combined    fleets   of 
France  and  Spain  werp  closely  blockaded    by 
j^rd  CollingwQod,  off  Cadiz.    Admiral  Russel 
was  at  the  same  time  employed  in  watching  the 
Putch  ports ;  and  fleets  oi  British  cruisers  were 
exercismg  the  most  indefatigable  yigilance  and 
actiyity  off  the  pprt  of  Brest.    In  the  Downs  the 
light  squadrons  employed  cm  that  station  kept  a 
scrutinizing  eye  oyer  the  port  of  Boulogne,  from 
which  the  flotilla  of  the  enemy  did  not  yenture 
to  moye   beyond  the  batteries,  under  a  well- 
fQUAded  apprehension  of  ineyitaUe  destruction. 
From  the  North  Sea  to  the  Straits  of  Gibra)taF« 
the  enemy  were  blockaded  in  their  harbours,  and 
ha4  the  mortification  to  see  the  British  squadrons 
riding  before  them  in  perpetual  triumph.    With 
^all  the  yigilance  which  it  was  possible  to  exercise 
hpi  prosecutmg  the  system  of  blockade,  oppor- 
tumties  wo.uld  ineyitably  occur,  of  which  the 
enemy  ayailed  themseWes,  for  sending  out  their 
remaining  Vessels  of  wax,  for  the  succour  of  their 
colonies,  and  the  fmnoyance  of  the  British  tradew 
At  the  close  of  the  preceding  year.    Admiral 
Yillaumez,  accompanied  by  Jerome  Bonaparte, 
the  brother  of  the.  French  Em^^ror,   ayaUed 
himself  of  one  of  these  opportunities  to  escape 
from  port  with  eleyen  sail  of  th^  line,  and  a  num- 
ber of  frigates.      After  continuing  in  ^mjpany 
for  t^n  days,  the  fleet  separated  into  two  difierent 
squadrons,  one  of  whion,  consisting  of  fiye  ships 
of  the  line,  two  frigates,  and  a  coryette,  under 
tiie  command  of  Admiral  Le  Seiffl^,  steered  for 
St.  Domingo,  and  haying  arriyea  at  that  port, 
disembax'ked  a  body  of  troops,  and  a  supply  of 
ammunition  fyx  tiie  use  of  the  colony.     On  the 
Ml  of  February,  Admiral  Sik  J.  T-  Duokworih, 
with  a  British  neet  under  his  command,  oonsistr 
ing  of  seyen  shira  of  the  line,  and  four  frigates, 
discoyered  the  French  squadron  to  windward  of 
Ocsoa  bay.    The  enemy,  sensible  of  his  infert* 
ority,  endeayoured  to  effect  his  escape,  but  by 
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the  judicious  manceuyres  of  the  British  a 
this  intention  was  fimstrated.  The  French^ 
withstanding  their  inferior  strength,  fought 
great  gallantry ;  but  after  an  engagement  of  two 
hours.  Admiral  lie  Seigle  ran  his  ship,  the 
Jmperiale,-  on  shore,  and  was  followed  bj  the 
captain  of  the  Diomede.  The  other  three 
of  the  line  struck  to  his  mi^^^y.*^  anasy 
were  immediately  taken  possessioB  ^  W 
conquerors,  but  the  smaUer  yesseb  hadsamcieBt 

Jood  fortune  to  effect  their  esoape>  The 
naperiale  and  the  Diomede  were  aner  the  ctt* 
gaffement  both  destroyed  by  the  British  fleet ; 
and  the  complete  annmilation  of  this  formidable 
force  served  ^^  to  add  another  sprb^  of  buaid  to 
our  naval  history ,"t  and  procured  for  Admiml 
Duckworth,  his  officers  and  (»«ews,the  unammoos 
thanks  of  both  houses  of  parliament. 

The  other  squadron  of  Villaum^,  ameunt- 
ing  to  six  sail  of  the  line,  with  three,  frigates;, 
was  originally  destined  for  the  Cape  of  Crood 
Hope,  but  having  been  informed  of  the  capture 
of  that  settlement  by  the  English,  they  steeied 
first  to  the  coast  of  Brazil,  and  afterwards  to  the 
West  Indies.  In  the  month  oi  Jtune,  Adminil 
Cochrane,  the  English  admiral  upon  the  wiad« 
ward  station,  who  had  at  that  time  c»ly  four  sail 
of  the  line  and  three  frigates,,  discovered  the 
enemy  near  Bafba4oe6^  but  contented  Umsetf 
with  watching  his  motions,  not  considering  it  safe 
to  hazard  an  engagement  with  such  a  disparity 
of  force.  Nor  was  it  necessary  ;  for  the  ruin  sf 
this  hostile  fleet  was  soon  after  accomplished  hf 
the  fury  of  the  elements.  A  gale  of  wind,  one 
of  the  most  tremendous  ever  expmenced,  sqpar 
rated  the  ships  of  the  enemy,  on  the  18th  of 
August,  and  the  French  admiral  reached  the 
Havannah  with  ei^treme  difficulty.  The  Impe^ 
tueux  made  for  tho  coast  of  Ncwth  America,  and 
was  followed  into,  the  Chssapeak  by  his  majesty's 
ships  the  Bellisle  and  BeiUoBa,  where  she  was 
run  ashore,  and  burnt  bv  the  crew  of  the  Mehm* 
pus*  Of  the  remainmg  vessels,  two  were 
eventually  destroyed  by  the  English  on  the  same 
coast ;  but  the  Castor,  which  was  supposed  to 
have  foundered  at  sea,  reached  the  port  of  Brest 
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in  the  middle  of  Oetober.  Prince  Jerome^ 
whose  appearance  in  a  British  port  was  antici- 
pated with  ooilfid^iee,  with  the  g<ood  fortime 
'which  appears  cAiaracteristilf  to  the  toyages  of 
hfe  family,  elnded  the  Viyilanoe  of  his  pursuers^ 
and  at  length  succeeded  in  gaining  a  Freneh 
harbour. 

The  French  admiral  Liliois  had  long  espied 
Oq  a  medatory  warfiure  in  the  Indiait  seas,  nnmo-* 
lested  and  undismayed.     His  successes  wefre  a 
ttttteie  of  exitkation  to  the  ettemy^  and  excited 
feeKngs  of  depression  and  apprehension  in  thi» 
eountty,  such  as,  in  similaLr  ctrcnmsN^nces,  will 
ever  occur  in  a  merciinttte  community.    The  Isle 
mf  France  had  been  the  grand  dep6t  of  the  pluh«* 
der  he  had  eoUected^  whence,  in  diffefetft  bottoma, 
it  had  been  transferred  to  France.    Thither  the 
adboQirsd's  ship,  the  Marengo,  of  eighty  guns^  and 
seven  handred   and    forty-four  men ;    and  the 
Belle  Poule^   o(   forty  eigphteen^pounders,  and 
three  hundred  dnd  twenty  men  ;  were  this  year 
handing  their  course,   having   completed   their 
levies  on  Blitish  property,  aUd  lodking  forward 
t»  the  splendid  enjoyment  of  the  produce  of  their 
toil.     These  hopes^  howeveir,  were  fatally  inter- 
cepted by  Skr  J-.  B.  Warren,  with  one  of  the 
aquiiArons  whieh'  had  been  dispatched  in  pursuit 
et  Jerome  Bonapiurte.     On  the  morning  of  the 
13th  of  Maecb,  at  day-light,  the  French  ships 
were  seen  to  windward,  when,  after  a  running 
fight  of  about  three  hoars,  the  Marengo  was 
obliged  to  strike  to  the  British  flag,   and  her 
eitample   was    speedily  followed  by  the  Bdle 
Ponle.    This  event,  so  mortifying  to  the  hopes  of 
die  French  admiral,  diffiised  general  satisfaction' 
throughout  €ireat  Britain,  and  the  catastrophe 
of   the  French  expedition  to  the  east  afibrded 
awne  atonement  for  die  depredations  committed 
by  Admiral  Linois  upon  British  connnerce. 

An  action  which  requires  honourable  men- 
tion in  the  catalogue  of  illustrious  exertions 
hy  sea,  was  perfonned  by  a  part  of  the  Jamaica 
fleet.  Eleven  oi'  these  merchant  vessels  being 
on  their  pasaage,  and  destitute  of  convoy,  were 
attacked  by  a  French  privateer,  which  they  twice 
beat  off.  Having  received  intelligence  soon  after, 
that  three  other  privateers  were  in  pursuit  of 
them,  they  provided  for  their  arrival  by  consti- 
tuting Captain  M^Farlan,  the  master  of  one  pf 
the  shipa,  tiMhr  conunodore,  and  by  sending  de- 
tachments of  men  to  enable  him  to  perform  the 
duties  of  his  new  appointment  with  efifect.  The 
privateers  soon  after  arrived,  but  after  an  hour^s 
warm  fighting,  they  thought  proper  to  retire 
from  the  conflict,  leaving  these  heroic  traders  to 
pursue  their  voyage  widiout  further  molestation. 
EHve  large  frigates  and  two  corvettes,  with 
droops  on  board  for  the  Westlndies,  having  escaped 
from  Rocheford,  on  the  24th  of  September,  were  on 
the  following  day  met  at  sea  by  a  British  squadron 


und^  Cohimodore  Sir  Sainue)  Hood,  and  after  BOOK  iff 

a  riihning  fight  of  several  hours,    four  of  the r 

five  fiigateiB  were  cotenpelled  to  strike.    The  lods  Chap-  ,IX^ 
6f  the  English  in  this  action,  amounted  to  only  ^"^^^^^^ 
nine  killeid  and  tUrty-iWo  wounded,  but  their      ^®™ 
l^lant    cfommander    unfortunately   received   H 
severe  wound  in  the  right  arm,  which  rendered 
the  amputati^lL  of  the  limb  necessary. 

But  vain  would  be  the  attempt  to  enumerate 
all  the  instaneea  of  courage,  efiteiprise,  dnd  dcill^ 
trhich  distingidshed  the  British  navy  during  the' 
present  year.  The  capture  of  the  Pomona 
frigate  on  the  coast  of  Cttba,  though  defended 
by  a  strong  castle  aild  a:  formidable  nne  of  gun- 
boats, all  of  wMch  were^  destroyed  by  two 
English  frigates,  the  A^son  and  the  AredMSa; 
the  action  between  the  French  frigate,  the  Sala- 
mander,  of  foMy-four  guns,  supported  by  bat- 
teries and  troops,  provided  %itii  ihusketry  and 
field-pieces  on  the  shore,  and  tiie  English  ship 
the  Constanee,  of  twenly-four  guns,  assisted  by 
a  sloop  of  wte  and  a  gun-brig,  in  which  both 
vessels  weire  stranded  and  lost,  though  not  till 
after  the  Frenchman- had  been  compellM  to  strike 
his  colours  to  the  English  }  and  the  boldness  and 
intrepidity  displayed  lA  numerous  actions,  in 
which  Vessels  were  cut  ovt  from  under  the  pro-* 
tection  of  batteries,  or  in  other  circumstances 
unfieivourable  for  attack,  reflect  the'  highest 
honour  on  those  who  succeeded  in  such  haasard- 
ous  enterprises,  and  add  glory,  if  possible,  to  the 
achievements  of  the  British  navy. 

An  expedition  to  the  Cape  of  'Good  Hope 
had  sailed  from  England  iik  the  month  of  August, 
1805,  at  tiie  moment  when  hostilities  were  break- 
ing out  on  the  continent,  and  when,  from  the  plan 
of  operation  coiicerted  between  the  British 
government  and  its  allies,  it  mi^ht  have  been 
expected  that  the  whole  of  our  disposable  force 
would  have  been  employed  in  some  ccmtinental 
operation.  The  force  destined  for  this  conquest 
eonmsted  of  about  five  thousand  land  troops, 
under  Sir  David  Baird,  with  a  provisional  naval 
fol*ce  commanded  by  Sir  Home  Popham.  Having 
touched  at  San  Salvador  for  retreshment,  the 
expedition  sailed  from  that  place  6n  the  20th  of 
November,  and  reached  Table  Bay  on  the  4th  of  > 
January.  After  a  general  survey  ot  the  shore,  it 
was  found  impossible  to  land  the  troops  nearer  to 
Cape  Town  than  Saldanha  and  Lospard's  Bay. 
The  debarkation  was  conducted  with'  perfect  , 
order^  under  the  protection  of  tlie  fleet,  and 
although  a  few  sharp-shooters*appeared  on  the 
heights^  and  presented  some  annoyance  to  the 
troops,  only  two  persons  were  wounded  by  their 
fire,  and  the  landing  would  have  been  efi^ected  with- 
out any  other  loss,  had  not  one  of  the  botfts,  in  the 
ardour  of  the  crew?s  eeai  to  be  first  on  shore, 
upset,  by  which  accident  thirty-five  soldiers,  ranlc 
and  file,  were  drdwned.    On  the  morning  of  the 
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BOOK  III  8th,  the  army,  consisting  of  the  25th,  5mh,71st, 
'  72d,  83d,  and  93d,  regiments,  was  formed  into 

Chap.^X.  1^0  brigades,  with  turo  howitzers,  and  six  light- 
field-pieces,  and  moTed  forwards  on  the  road 
towards  Cape  Town.  Haying  ascended  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Blauberg,  or  Blue  Mountains,  and 
dislodged  the  enemy's  light  troops,  their  main 
body,  under  the  command  of  Ldeut.Gen.  Janssens, 
was  discovered,  drawn  up  in  two  lines,  and  in 
motion,  to  anticipate  the  approach  of  the  British 
teoops.  The  enemy's  force  was  estimated  at  about 
five  thousand  men,  principally  cavalry,  with 
twenty-three  pieces  of  cannon.  Perceiving  that 
it  was  their  intention  to  turn  the  right  flank  of 
the  British  army.  General  Sir  David  Baird 
formed  his  force  into  two  columns,  the  second 
brigade,  under  Brigadier-general  Ferguson, 
keeping  the  road,  while  the  first  struck  to  the 
right  and  took  the  defile  -  of  the  mountains. 
Having  efiected  these  operations,  the  first  line 
was  formed  with  equal  celerity  and  order,  and 
the  left  wing,  composed  of  the  Highland  brigade, 
Was  thrown  forward,  and  advanced  with  the 
steadiest  step,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  round  shot, 
grape,  and  musketry.  Nothing  could  surpass 
or  resist  the  determined  bravery  of  the  British 
troops,  headed  by  their  gallant  leader,  Greneral 
Ferguson  ;  and  the  number  of  the  en^ny, '  who 
covered  the  plain,  served  only  to  augment  their 
ardour  and  confirm  their  discipline.  For  some 
time  they  received  the  British  force  with  firmness, 
and  maintained  their  position  without  dismay, 
but  in  the  moment  of  charging  the  valour  of  the 
British  troops  bore  down  all  opposition,  and 
forced  the  Batavians  to  a  precipitate  retreat. 

The  first  brigade,  composed  of  the  24th, 
50th,  and  83d  regiments,  and  commanded,  in 
the  absence  of  Bri^dier-geheral  Beresford,  by 
Lieutenant-eelonel  Baird,  was  unavoidably  pre- 
cludedy  by  its  situation^  from  any  considerable 
participation  in  the  triumph  of  the  British  arms, 
though  the  flank  companies  of  the  24th  had  an 
opportunity  of  distinguishing  themselves,  in  dis- 
lodging a  number  of  horse  and  riflemen  from  the 
heights  on  the  right  flank.  It  is  scarcely  pos- 
sible to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  obstsu^les 
which  opposed  the  advance  and  retarded  the 
success  of  our  army.  A  deep,  heavy,  and  hard 
land,  covered  with  shrubs,  and  scarcely  pervious 
to  light  bodies  of  infan^ ;  and  above  all,  the 
total  privation  of  water,  under  the  efiects  of  a 
burning  sun,  had  nearly  exhausted  the  troop» 
in  the  moment  of  victory,  and  it  was  with  the 
utmost  difficulty  that  they  were  enabled  to  reach 
the  Rrit  Valley,  where  :they  took  up  their  posi- 
tion for  the  night.  A  considerable  portion  of 
the  provisions  and  necessaries,  with  which  the 
army  were  supplied  at  thdr  debarkation,  was 


lost  during  the  action,  and  they  t>ccapied  Uieir 
ground  under  an  apprehension  that  even  the 
great  exertions  of  Sir  Home  Popham  and  the 
navy  could  not  relieve  them  from  starvation. 
In  this  engagement,  so  brilliant  to  the  British 
arms,  the  loss  of  the  vanquished  exceeded  seven- 
hundred  killed  and  wounded,  while  the  loss  of 
the  victors  amounted  only  to  fifteen  kiOed,  and 
one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  wounded  and 
missing.* 

On  the  0th,  the  army  under  Greneral  Baird 
reached  the  Salt  River,  where  they  proposed  to 
encamp,  but  a  flag  of  truce  having  arrived  from 
the  commandant  of  the  garrison  oi  Cape  Town, 
with  ofiers  to  capitulate,  the  articles  were  agreed 
upon,  and  the  following  day  the  town  was  sur- 
rendered to  the  British  army.  After  the  battle 
of  the  8th,  the  governor-general,  J  tossens,  retired 
with  a  body  of  forces  to  Hottentots  Holland's 
Kloof,  a  pass  leading  to  the  district  of  Zweilen- 
dam,  and  seemed  disposed  to  maintain  himself  in 
the  interior.  But  General  Beresford  having 
been  sent  against  him,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to 
surrender,  on  terms  by  which  the  conquest  of 
the  colony  was  completed,  and  its  internal  tran- 
quillity secured.  By  the  articles  of  capitulation 
^gneci  with  General  Beresford  on  the  18th  of 
January,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  whole  of  the 
settlement  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  aU 
its  dependencies,  and  the  rights  and  privileges 
held  and  exercised  by  the  Batavian  government, 
should  be  surrendered  to  his  Britannic  Majesty  ; 
and  that  in  consideration  of  the  gallant  conduct 
of  the  army  under  General  Jalissens,  they  should 
be  embarked,  and  sent  straight  to  ^Holland,  at 
the  expense  of  the  British  government,  and  not 
considered  prisoners  of  war. 

Sir  Home  Popham,  the  naval  commander 
employed  against  the  Cape,  had  contributed 
materiaUy  to  the  expedition  being  undertake 
by  the  intelligence  he  had  communicated  to  his 
majesty^s  government  of  the  defenceless  state  of 
that  important  settlement,  and  of  the  probability 
that  it  would  soon  be  reinforced  from  Europe. 
He  had  also,  in  common  with  other  naval  oflicers, 
been  occasionally  consulted  by*  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Lord  Melville  about  their  designs  on  South 
America,  and  at  their  desire  he  had  conferred 
with  General  Miranda,  on  that  officer's  views 
and  projects  in  that  qucurter.  The  result  of  tiiese 
communications  had  been  his  appointaent  to  the 
command  of  the  Diadem,  of  sixty-four  guns,  in 
December,  1804,  for  the  purpose  **  of  co-operat- 
ing with  General  Miranda,  to  the  extent  of  taking 
aOTantage  of  any  of  his  proceedings,  which 
might  tend  to  secure  to  tiie  British  a  position  on 
the  continent  of  South  America. f  But  he  had 
been  afterwards  given  distinctly  to  understand, 


*  Sir  David  Burd*s  Dispatches,  dated  Cape  Town,  January  12,  -1800. 
•t  Lord  KelviUe'8  Eridence  in  Sir  H.  Popbain'i  Trial,  Mardi  9, 1807. 
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ihal/fron.dMfeMMse  to  Ruiflil^  ail  projects  «f 
thmt  natae  ifaad  .been  fiir  the  pfesenl  abandoned  4 
and  vrben  sent/to  ceduceihiB  Cape^  no  instmc* 
tian>  dnreet  or  impUedy  pnblie  or  ixmfidential, 
had  been  given  to  hfan»  wbksh  ooiridjuitboriae 
Ilia  leaving  that  cplony^  and  employing  the  force 
'undar  his  command  in  any-sonioe  unoonnected 
mth  its  ooBbqaest  or  preaenratbm.  His  nundj 
}k€me9eff  wUch  had  fonnerly  been  ooeupied 
phoatadmmea  of  oonqiiest  inSvntfa  AnMrica,  was, 
aosnetkne  after  the  veduGtion  ^ihe  Cope,  again 
tiin|e4  io  saoh  speculations,  in  eoaseqnenee  of 
ittformalion  reoeiTed  of  the  weiikaess  of  the  Spa* 
nsh  colonies  on  Rio  Plata,  -and  ezagfferated  re« 
ports  of  the  disofladtioa  )of  ibe  pe^le  towards 
tkehr  .gnTecameHt.  He  vras  so  far  inftnenoed  by 
these  oonsideratimis,  and  hy.  the  preepect  of  pub-^- 
lic  aAil«iiirate  gain  from  tne  oonquest  of  Baenos 
▲yrem  that,  foTgetfal  ot  his  duty  asjin  officer,  ha 
detenniaed  on  carrying  off  the  "wfaale  of  the 
navid  force  at  the  Cape,  and  attempting  with  it 
aome  exploit  in  the  luo  Malta ;  and  having  per-^ 
8«aded  Sir  Da^id  Baird  to  acquiesce  in  his 
plans,  he  obtained  from  that  oiBi^r  a  smidl  body 
of  troops  under  Qeneral  Beresford,  to  co-operate 
in  any  enterprise  he  shodd  attempt. 

Thus  assisted,  he  ssiled  from  the  Cape 
about  the  middle  of  April,  feaving  that  seCtie- 
noevt  vritfKHit  an  annad  vessel  to  protect  itfnm 
insult,  and  directed  his  coarse  in  the  fii«t  jjriaiee 
to  St.  Helena,  where  he  had  tlie  address  to 
procure  from  the  governor  a  small  reinfercement 
to  his  little  aimj,  whidi,  after  all,  did  not  exceed 
one  thousand  six  hundred  itiea,  induding  ma^* 
rines.  Wilh  this  very  inadequate  force  forao 
great  an  enterprise,  he  steered  for  Rio  Plata^ 
and  arrit^  mt  the  moudi  of  ihat  river  in  the 
beginmng  of  June,  ft  vras  now  debated,  ^he^ 
tfa^  an  attack  should  bemade  on  Buenos  Ayres 
or  H onte  ¥ideo,  and  tiie  fonner  being  prefenred, 
the  troops  were  removed  from  the  line  of  buttle 
ships  into  thetranspocts  ud  frigate  that  aocouK 
panied  the  expedition,  .in  vnhioh,  after  surmount* 
mr  vath  great  skill  and  perseverance  the  diffi-^ 
(Muties  of  a  mo^  intricale  navigati^Mi,  they 
arrived  before  Buenos  Ayres,  on  the  24th  of 
June,  and  next  day  dhemblirked  without  r^ 
siBtanoe  on  Punta  de  Qoibnes,  about  twelve 
miles  from  that  dty.  A  body  of  Spaniards^ 
placed  on  a  height,  at  two  miles  Stance,  wit^ 
nessed  the  Imiding  of  the  firitish  army  without 
opposing  it,  and  Oeneiel  Beresford  hai4ng 
marched  against  tiiem  on  the  following  morning, 
they  fled  with  precipitatidn  at  the  first  fire, 
kavhig  bdiind  them  their  aftUlery,  No  other 
difficulty  occurred  after  this  success,  except.  1/he 
passage  of  a  river,  which  it  was  necessary  to 
cross  Ui  Ijhc  way  to  Buenos  Ay^es;  but  tiiis 
being  effected  with  the  aid  of  rafts  and  boats, 
Qeo^ral  Beresford  ent^iod  the  city  oa  the  87th, 
(No.  87.} 
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the    viceroy  having    previously    abandoned  it,  BOOK  Kt 

and  *ed  to  Cordova,  with  the  .small  body  of • 

troops  under  his  'command.  Chap.  fX. 

While  the  army  was  thus  'Cmplej^  in  Ae 
conquest  of  Buenos  Ayres,  the  line  of  battle 
ships  of  the  squadron  made  demonstrations 
before  Monte  Video  and  Maldonado,  in  order  to 
alacm  and  occupy  the  garrisons  of  these  places, 
in  wittch,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  were  sta** 
tioned  tlie  regular  troops  of  the  colony,  while 
the  defence  of  Bueul^s  Ayres,  from  its  situation^ 
supposed  to  be  less  liable  to  attack,  had  been 
committed  to  the  militia.  To  this  accident,  and 
to  the  misconduct  and  timidity  of  the  viceroy, 
who  was  quite  inexperienced  in  military  affairs^ 
the  success  of  an  expedition,  undertaken,  not 
more  in.  jdeflanee^-of  the  rules  of  discipline,  thatt 
in  opposition  to  the  dictates  of  nrttdence,*may: 
in  a  great  measure  be  attributeq.  In  justice^ 
however,  to  the  British  commanders,  it  must'-bc^ 
added,  that  in  the  execution  of  their  enterprise^ 
thev  ^lisplayed  great  holdness  and  intrepidity ,- 
ana  that,  after  victory,  they  shewed  a  degree  of 
forbearance  and  moderation  to  the  vanquisAied. 
About  1,900,000  doHars  of  public  moUey  were^ 
found  in  the  town,  and  sent  to  Kn^nd ;  besides 
which,  p«jd»Uc  money,  in  quicksilver  and  jesuit^s 
bajrk,  to  the  value  of  Kiear  three  ratllions  of 
dollars,,  was  seised  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors ; 
but,  before  it  eoidd  be  seeur^^d  oli  boara  the 
ribips,  the  place  was  ie--taken  by  theenemv. 

The  capture  of  Buenos  Ayres  difRisc^ 
through  every  par^  of  the  Bfitish  •  empire  the 
most  extravagant  joy,  and  detusive  expeetattou'Sa 
A  circular  manifesto  from  8ir  Home  Pophtoi  to 
the  principal'  mercaiitile  and  maHiiiTactbrfti'g 
cities,  announcing,  and  certainly  not  under- 
rating  the  value  of  the  market  he  had  opened, 
spread  widely  ;^nd  rapidly  the  most  exaggerated 
notions  of  his  conquest ;  and  led,  as  was  nc^-« 
rally  to  be  expecteu  from  so  unusual  and  unpre- 
cedented an  address,  to  many  rash- and  improvi^ 
dent  mercantile  s{>ecUlations,  in  which  thef 
adventurers  had  reason  afterwards  amply  id 
lament  their  credulity.  The^dusion  was  vttn^' 
versal,  and  allowing  much  for  ignorance  and 
want  of  reflection,  incredibly  and  unaccoutitably 
great.  It  Was  forgotten,  that  Buenos  Ayresy 
and  other  pafts  of  Soutii  America,  had  beenf 
always  supplied  with  EngUsh  goods  through 
Spcmish  or  neuttal  bottoms ;  md,  though  a 
direct  trade,  by  affi>rding  our  manuiactares  at  a 
cheiqper  rate  than  a  ckcuitojis  onfe,  might  in- 
crease the  demand  for  them,  it  was  not  to  be 
supposed  that  this  could  be  in  any  proportion  to 
the  sanguine  expectations  and  over  specullations 
of  the  British  merchants.  Inexhaustihte  mines ; 
fertile,  salubrious  plains  ;  an  innocent,  unoflfend^ 
ing  population,  cruelly  oppressed  by  their  former^ 
masters,  atid  gratefully  repaying  with  submis* 
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BOOK  m  sion  and  obedience  those  thitt  had  rescued  them 

"  from   slavery ;   were    the  fsJse   and    flatteiinff 

Crap.  IX.  images  that  dazzled  every  eye,  and  banished 
^^^2^^  sober  ani  cool  reflection  from  every  bosom.  It 
1806  was  not  considered  that  our  new  acquisition  was 
eighteen  hundred  miles  distant  from  the  mines  of 
Potosi ;  that  the  intermediate  country  was  in* 
habited  by  a  race,  hardy  and  unsettled,  expert 
in  the  management  of  Iheir  horses  and  spears, 
and  as  invincible  in  defensive  war  as  the  Arabs 
of  the  desert;  nor  that  Buenos  Ayres  itself 
owed  its  wealth  and  importance,  not  to  its  natural 
resources,  derived  from  the  fertile, .  but  uncul- 
tivated, country  that  surrounds  it,  but  to  its 
accidental  and  artificial  pre-eminence,  as  the 
capital  of  an  extensive  government,  and  the 
emporium  between  the  mother  country  and  her 
more  distant  colonies. 

When  intelligence  reached  government  of 
Sir  Home  Popham^s  unauthorised  departure 
from  the  Cape,  and  meditated  invasion  of  South 
America^  orders  were  instantly  dispatched  to- 
recall  him  home,  and  put  a  stop  to  his  expedition. 
These  orders  were  too  late  to  prevent  his  enter- 
prise ;  and  when  the  news  of  his  success  arrived, 
the  strong  objections  to  hb  plan  were  drowned 
in  the  universal  joy  at  the  fortunate  result  of  his 
operations.  A  conq[uest,  which  the  government 
would  not  have  made,  it  had  not  the  resolution 
to  abandon ;  or  possibly,  deceived  by  the  ease 
with  which  the  victory  had  been  gained,  it  gave 
in  to  the  popular  delusion^  and  supposed  &at 
South  America  required  only  to  be  attacked  in 
order  to  be  subdued. 

Long  before  the  system  proper  to  be  fol- 
lowed With  Buenos  Ayres  came  to  be  discussed 
in  the  British  cabinet,  that  settlement  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  The  Spaniards  had  been 
taken  by  surprise,  and  beaten  by  a  handful  of 
men,  bei^use  attacked  where  they  were  unpre- 
pared for  resistance ;  but  no  sooner  had  thev  re- 
covered from  their  panic,  and  discovered  the 
smallness  of  the  numbers  of  their  opponents, 
than,  ashamed  of  their  defeat,  they  oegan  to 
concert  measures  to  expel  their  invaders.  Emis- 
saries from  Buenos  Ayres  excited  the  country 
pec^le  to  arms,  and  an  insurrection  was  orga^ 
nized  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  under  the  eye  of 
the  English  commander^in-cliief,  which  seems  to 
have  escaped  his  vigilance,  till  it  had  arrived  at 
maturity,  and  was  ripe  for  action.  Liniers,  a 
French  colonel  in  the  Spanish  service,  crossed 
the  river  in  a  fog,  on  the  4th  of  August,  unob- 
served by  the  English  cruisers,  and  landed  at 
Conchas,  above  Buenos  Ayres,  bringing  with 
him  about  one  thousand  men  from  Monte  Video 
-  and  Sacramento.  Encouraged  by  this  reinforce- 
ment, the  armed  levies  from  the  country,  which 


had  been  defeated  by  General  Beresfi»rd  in  a 
sally,  advanoed  again  to  the  city,  and  smnmoBed 
the  oastle  to  surxendfer.  All  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  were  new  in 'arms,  and  the  dancer  ap- 
peared so  imminent,  that  the  English  had  deter- 
mined to  etacuate  the  place,  and  retire  to  their 
ships ;  but  they  were  prevented  by  the  state  of 
the  weathtr,  and  after  a  desperate  action  on  the 
12th,  in  the  streets,  and  great  square  of  the  tmm^ 
in  which  they  were  attacked  witii  incredflble  fiiry, 
and  severdiy  annoyed  by  a  destruetive  fire  ftt» 
the  windows  emd  oalconies  of  the  bouses^  they 
were  compelled  to  lay  down  their^arms.  The 
terms  on  which  they  surrendered  became  after- 
wards the  subject  of  disnute  and  recrimination 
between  Ooierals  Beresrord  and  liniers,  who 
acted  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  Spaniards^ 
Thus  much  only  is  certain,  that,  contrary  to  die 
articles  of  capitulation  signed  by  Liniers,  the 
English  were  detained  prisoners  'of  war,  and 
marched  up  the  country.  The  loss  of  the  British 
army  in  the  action  of  the  13th^  amounted  to  one 
hundred  and  sixty-five  lulled,  woonded,  and 
missing,  besides  thirteen  hundred  made  pri- 
soners. Thus  tenmnated  the  first  expedition  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  such  were  the  bitter  fruits  of 
an  enterprise,  undertaken  without  authority,  and 
originating  in  a  ^^  breach  of  public  duty,**  wfaich^ 
though  alleviated  by  drcumstances,  was  adjudged 
by  a  court-martial  to  be  '^  highly  censurabk," 
and,  for  the  general  good  of  his  majesty's  ser- 
vice, deserving  of  a  '^  severe  reprimand.''* 

At  -the  time  when  the  dtv  was  taken.  Sir 
Home  Popham,  the  author  of  all  these  disastersi 
was  riding  in  safety  oW  the  coast,  but  ha  con- 
tinued to  blockade  the  river  with  his  squadron 
till  the  arrival  of  the  troops  trcm  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  in  the  month  of  October,  enaUed 
him  to  re-commence  offensive  operations.  In 
renewing  his  ^forts  against  South  America,  his 
first  attempt  was  to  make  himself  master  of 
Monte  Video,  but  finding  it  imposnble  for  the 
ships  to  approcu^h  near  enough  to  batter  the 
wails,  he  was  obliged  to  desist  from  the  ^t^- 
prise.  On  the  29th  of  October,  a  body  of  British 
troops  was  landed  at  Maldonado,  under  Colo- 
nel Vassal,  and  the  Spaniards  having  been 
driven  from  that  place,  and  from  the  isle  of 
Gorriti,  a  sufficient  space  was  gained  for  the  en- 
campment of  the  troops,  and  a  tolerable  safe 
anchorage  procured  for  the  ships.  In  this  situa- 
tion our  army  in  South  America  remained  at  the 
end  of  the  present  y^ur,  receiving  successive  re- 
inforcements from  England  and  the  Cape,  and 
preparing  for  further,  and  still  more  disastrous 
enterprises. 

While  these  events  were  taking  place  on  the 
Spanish  main,  the  negroes  of  St.  Domingo  rqsa 


*  Sentence  of  the  Court-martial  for  the  Trial  of  Sir  Home  Popham,  held  March  lllh,  IWT. 


\, 


OF  THB  FBSBTCH  RBVOLVTION. 


\ 


\. 


N 


St: 


SBVC 


Bgainst  Dessalines^  tbeir  chief,  •  who»  in  imitation 
of  Napoleon,  had  assumed  the  tide  of.  Emperor 
of  Hayti,  and  having  come  upon  him  by  Barprise, 

Cut  him  to  death — a  catastrophe  he  had  merited 
y  the  crudty  and  iiyustiee  of  lus  goyemment, 
and  proYoked  by  the  indulgence  of  a  jealous  and 
Tindictiye  temper^  against  which  no.  station  or 
aervioe  afibrded  protection.  His  successor, 
C/hrtetophe,  contented  himself  with  the  humbler 
title  of  chief  of  the  goyemment  of  Hayti,  and  in 
that  capacity  issued  a  proclamation,  bearing  date 
the  34th  of  October,  1806,  opening  to  neutral 
naticms  the  commerce  of  his  dominions  on  princi* 
pies  the  most  liberal  and  enlightened. 

The  United  States  of  America  continued  to 
flourish  under  the  pacific  administration  of  Mr. 
Jeflfersoui    and,   protected  by  their  neutrality, 
which  in  the  midst  of  so  many  belligerent  powars 
they  were  stiU  able,  though  with  some  difficulty, 
to  maintain,  the?  extended  their  tirade  and  navi- 
gatiotn  beyond  all  former  example.      In  the  year 
oommencing  on  the  1st  of  October,   1805,  and 
ending  at  £e  same  period  in  1806,  their  exports 
were  valued  at  one  hundred  and  one  millions  of 
doUfir9,  of  which  forty-one  mUlions  were  in  native 
commodities,  and  the  remainder  in  foreign  goods 
re-exported.    Tlieir  revenue,  arising -almost  ex- 
clusively from  the  customs,  which  in  1805  had 
not  exceeded  thirteen  millions,  rose  in  1806  to 
nearly  fifteen  millions.*    The  reduction  of  their 
public  debt  proceeded  as  rapidly  as  the  condi- 
tions on  which  it  had  been  contracted  would 
permit,  and  at  the  close  of  the  present  year,  the 
sum  actually  redeemed    amounted  to  twenty- 
three  millions  of  dollars,  and  was  equal  to  more 
than  two-tliirds  of  what  remained  unpaid.    The 
tranquillity  of  their  Indian  frontier  was  secured 
by  the  wise  and  just  policy  of  the  government 
towards  the  Indian  tribes,  \vh08e  esteem  and 
confidence  the  republicans  had  gained  by  the 
unvarying  rectitude  of  their  conduct,  in  all  their- 
transactions  with  them,  and  by  their  unceasing 
attention  to  promote  the  happiness  and  welfare 
of  their  uncivilized  neighbours. 

But  in  the  midst  of  all  this  prosperity,  such 
is  the  chequered  state  of  all  human  affairs,  that 
even  America  was  not  without  her  evils  and 
complaints.  Differences  had  existed  for  a  consi- 
deraole  time  with  Spain,  arising  out  of  the  ill- 
defined  boundaries  of  Louisiana,  and  the  Spa- 
niards had  made  inroads  on  the  district  of  New 
Orleans,  and  the  Missisisippi,  even  in  those  parts 
that  had  be^  expressly  and  unequivocally  ceded 
to  the  United  states.  Negociations  on  these 
topics  occupied  the  attention  of  the  two  govern- 
ments for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  without 
"arriving  at  any  conclusion,  and  excited  or  kept 
alive  that  state  of  irritable  feeling,  which  is  ever 


the  effect  of   lonff  •  suspense,  when  interesting 
results  are  involved  in  the  issue* 

At  the  same  time,  the  disputes  of  America  Ci 
with  the  English  government  had  assumed  an 
important  character,  and  oould  not  be  viewed 
without  alarm,  particularly  by  those  individuals 
whose  interests  were  involved  in  the  preservation 
of  peace  between  the  two  countries.  The  com- 
plamts  of  the  United  States  against  Great  Bri- 
tain involved  three  points : 

Firs^f  The  practice  of  impressing  British 
seamen  found  on  board  of  American  merchant 
vessels  on  the  high  seas ; 

SeconJf  The  violation  of  their  rights  as 
neutrals,  by  seizing  and  condemning  their  mer- 
chantmen, though  engaged  in  what  they  oonsi* 
dered  a  lawful  commeree ; 

And  Third,  The  infringement  of  their  ma- 
ritime jurisdiction  upon  their  own  coasts. 

The  practice  of  impressing  seamen  on  board 
American  vessels,  engaged  in  the  peaceful  pur- 
suits of  commerce,  was,  thev  contended,  deroga-* 
tory  to  the  honour  of  their  flag,  inconsistent  with 
their  rights  as  an  independent  nation,  and  preg- 
nant with  outrages  and  abuses.  It  continually 
happened,  as  they  asserted,  that  native  Americans 
were  impressed  by  our  sea  officers  on  pretence 
of  their  oeing  Englishmen,  and  forced  to  servo 
in  the  Englisn  navy  ;  and  such  was  the  similarity 
of  language  and  of  external  appearance  between 
individuals  of  the  two  nations,  that,  with  the 
purest  intentions,  these  mistakes  could  not  be 
avoided.  That  a  practice,  that  necessarily  led 
to  such  an  intolerable  abuse,  however  it  might  be 
justified  in  the  abstract  on  the  principles  of 
public  law,  could  not  be  endured  by  any  inde- 
pendent state,  unless  from  inability  to  resist  the 
injury.  It  was,  they  held,  the  duty  of  the  United 
States  to  protect  their  lawful  trade  from  inter- 
ruption and  outrage,  and  to  vindicate  their 
citizens  froin  compulsory  services  in  the  battles 
of  ar  foreign  power.  They  were  ready  to  ac-^ 
quiesce  in  any  measures  that  could  be  devised  to 
prevent  deserters  from  the  British  navy  from 
pncUng  refuge  in  the  American  territory,  or 
shelter  on  board  American  ships,  but  they  could 
no  longer  permit  the  liberty  of  their  citizens  to 
depend  on  die  interested  or  capricious  sentence 
of  a  British  officer. 

To  this  it  was  answered  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  that  no  power  but  her  own  could  release 
her  subjects  irom  their  duty  of  allegiance,  and 
provided  she  infringed  not  the  jurisdiction  of 
other  independent  states,  she  had  a  right  to 
inforce  their  services  wherever  she  foupd  tfaem« 
That  no  state  had  such  jurisdiction  over  its 
merchants*  vessels  upon  the  high  seas,  as  to 
exclude  a  belligerent  from  searching,  them  for 
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9DQKin  'i)oiitiiiiMUid  of  vfejT,  or  far  the  persow  or  |Mroperty 
■■  of  enemies;  and  if,  in  tte  ^i^ereifle  of  ikat  riglit) 

C«AF.  JXr.  4^  b4llig;^r«nt  Hhonld  disoorer  ^On  board  of  a 
Heutftil  tessel  its  iolrleote  who  hdd  ^ithdraWn 
firom^eir  lawful  aliegvdioe^  upoti  w4iat  ground 
wnM  the  aottral  )pefose  to  sorrender  them  ?  It 
^as  ftirth^.coi]|t«illded,  that  it  l^as  impossible  to 
midntftiB,  that  the  bdltger^t  lOaylawtiilly  seize 
what  belongs  to  its  enemy,  without  violating 
neutral  rights,  and  yet  not  have  Aie  power  to 
ipeekam  ^rtiitft  is  Its  OiM.  And  if  the  right  to 
iaq^ess  .be  oleariy  in  favMr  of  the  belligerent, 
it  was  one  too  important  to  Great  Brhain,  in  her 
then  siUiaClmi,  too  essential  to  her  safety  in  the 
war  io  winch  she  wa6.  engaged,  to  be  abmdoned 
or  ndinquished  for  oiie  instant,  -unless  some  un« 
exceptionable  plan  could  be  devised.  Of  attain^ 
iug  the  same  end,  by  means  less  ^olent  and 
less  liable  to  abuse.  The  difllculty  of  distin* 
guistiiiig  between  an  Engli^man  and  lan  A^i^^r 
riean,  though  <it  anight  be  a  good  reason  for 
being  cautious  and  reserved  in  the  exeroise  ief 
flie  n^  of  isorprebsin^  in  neuti^  shij^s,  formed^ 
it  was  eontended)  s^  argument  against  the  right 
ilndf. 

With  respect  to  the  second  ground  of  com^ 
blaitft,  Great  Britain  had  conceded  to  the  Ame* 
ncaaa  In  flie  late  wnr,  permission  to  trade  with 
ttie  eokinte  of  the  enemy,  for  articles  intended 
Ibr  Aeir  domestic,  consumption  ;  and  in  case  no 
tearket  was  found  in  the  United  States  for 
ipurtieli^  imported  with  that  intention,  permission 
had  been  given  to  them  to  re-export  tliese  ar- 
tieles  to  any  port,  in  any  part  of  the  wOrld^ 
not  Invested  by  our  blockading  squadrons.  But 
we  had  constantly  refused  them  permission  to 
trade  directly  between  the  colonies  of  'Ae  enemy 
amd  ilie  mother  couiitry.  ^*  It  is  now  distmctly 
underwood,*'  says  Sir  John  NichoH,  Ids  ma-> 
jesty^s  advocate-general,  in  a  report  -olKnally 
communicated  by  Lord  Hawkesbtiry  to  the 
Americam  government,  and  transmitted  to  s31 
our  vice-admiralty  courts  abroad,  as  a  rule  for 
their  future  g^danoe  and  direction,*^^  ^  that  the 
produce  of  the  colonies  of  the  enemy  may  be 
imported  by  a  neutral  into  his  own  country, 
and  may  be  re-exported  from  thence  even  to  the 
inother  country  of  the  same  colony.  The  direct 
'trade,  however,  between  the  mother  country  and 
Hs  colonies,  has  not,  I  apprehend,  been  recognized 
as  legal,  either  by  his  majesty^s  government,  or 
by  l^  tribunals.  What  is  a  direct  trade  ?  or 
umat  amounts  to  an  intermediate  importation 
into  the  mother  couptry  ?  may  sometimes  be 
a  question  of  some   difficulty.      But  the  high 


MUFt  of  admiMlty  has  ofr^asly  docidkd^t  that 
famd^g  the  gooA,  and  paying  4li&4liiiiiM  in  the 
neutral  eouairy,  breaks  th^  emtinittty^  of  the 
voyage,  and  is  siich  an  importation  an  bgalices 
-the  ^ade,  although  the  gaods  lie  #e««hi^wdia 
the  same  vessel,   and  on  aooOQBt  'Of  the  seat 
flieiAtral  pr^^fAriotovs,  and  be  JEbr«»nied-  ibr  safe 
•to  the  iHother  covMrj*^    dPrott  this  coflnmiBit- 
oatioii  it  Oame  4(0  W  univeraally  undecutood  ia 
America, :  that  4he  ^fifevo^  ad  of  biudiitg  the  -goods, 
and  <<  ^ylftg  the  duties  in  fife  nea&alooaatry, 
was  «iifli<3iAit  to  \3fteA  the  oohlinttity  <»f  the 
^oyagC)   and   to  legaliee  the  ivade  ia  ^tho  eyefe 
of  the  Bri^sh  courts  of  almi^ty.** 

Soon  afteir  this  eorrespondeaoe,'  ttie^peaee 
^f  Amiens  put  an  -end  <w  H  short  tiaM  to  <iues^ 
tions  of  this  laatUl«.    When  iiootiUlties  were  t^ 
^oommenoed  between  France  Osid  Snglaiid,  tiie 
'merchants  ^  America,  reeoHeeting  &e  footing 
-on  whidi  this  tmde  had  been  plaoed  at  the  coa*- 
clusion  of  tiie  f<Mrmerwar,  OBEibairked  ui  it  witheut 
apprdiensicm,  as  a  oommeree  perfectly  lawfal, 
una  carried  it  on  to  an  immMse  extent,  tiU  the 
summer  of  1805,  ^^Aien  a  now  grownd  of 
sion  Wtts  adopted  by  ouradtmrsd^oouils, 
mddeOly,    and  wi&out  the  emfldleat  w«miag, 
~eiq>osed  Mie  whole  of  this  trdde  to  solnuie  aa4 
4eOndemnalion.      It  was  now  decided,  that  ilie 
^oof  bf  a  ^vvtioiirt  of  duttes  in  AMaerioa  trae 
no  e^^ffiiee  of  a  bond  jiit  ienporta£ien  Into  that 
tH>tetry  \X  because  payment  of  duties  in  America 
does  not  mean  that  the  duties  have  beenaclurily 
id  in  .money,  but  thht  they  have  be«i  seeared 
bonds;   'and  froih  the  pectdiar   system  cf 
Revenue  laws  established  in  the  Uniti&d  States, 
the  merchant  who  ^re-exports  goods  |ilpeviously 
imported,  gets  a  profit  %  his  transactions  With 
the  custom-house,  instead  of  suflferilrig  any  loss 
or  d^uclions  from  his   gains.     The  importer, 
where  ihe  dtvties  are  ascertained,  gives  bonds 
-for  the  amount  of  sueh  duties ;  but  if,  on  the 
next  day,  he  should  enter  the  same  goods  for 
exportation,  he  is  entitled  to  debentures  ^ftom  the 
custom-house,  payable  on  the  same  daya  with  the 
bouds,  and  made  out  :for  the  same  sums,  with  a 
deduction  of  only  three  and  a  half  per  •oeAtum, 
which  is  retained  for  the  government.     But  such 
is  the  indulgent  nature  of  tlie  revenue  laws  of 
America,  that  the  bouds  lie  unissued  in  the  cos- 
tody  of  the  revenue  oflSeers,  while  the  debentures 
are  assignable  and  transferable  securities,  capable 
of  being  recovered  by  a  summary  process  ;  and, 
should  the  importer  fail,   ettjoying    a  priority 
before  all  private  demands.    The  residt  of  the 
whole  operation,  tiierefore,  is,  that  the  goveni- 
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*  Dated  March  16,  1801,  and  officially  eammunicated  by  liord  Howkesbury,  tc^^Mr.  Ru^  King,  die  SUdomso 
ptehipotendary,  on  the  1  Itb  of  April  foUowinf^. 

f  Decision  of  Sir  >VilIiam  Scott,   in  tlie  case  of  the  Polly,  July  6,  1800, 

\  This  point  was  first  decided  in  the  ca;se  of  the  Essex,   in  May,   1805  ^  a^d  after  an  ebborate^  disicuflsi^  ft 
■imilar  decision  was  pronounced  in  thec^se  of  the  Willianr,  March,  1806^ 
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Hieni  ktt^  to  the  priviite  erddit  of  the  merdiaal: 
the  character  of  a  piibUb  security ;  .and  reoeiTea 
three  and  a  half  per  eentam  on  the  amount  of 
the  fcouda  deposited  at  the  eastem-house^  for  the 
more  Valuable  accommoffaition  which  the  deben* 
iures  aflbrd. 

When  these  fects  were  made  known  to  our 
IsfHirts,  Ihey  relksed  any  longer  to  admit  the 
pBymetti  of  duttes  in  Ai^rica  as  a  proof  of  a 
oonA  jUef  importation.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
the  merchants  of  America,  without  looking  to  the 
le^al  grounds  of  tiie  former  decisions,  had 
tirusted  to  Lord  Hawkesbury*s  communication, 
announcing  that  '^  landing  the  goods,  and  pay* 
tug  tile  duty,  legalised  the  trade,**  and  had  in 
eonsequenoe  embarked  their  capital  in  a  o8ni«<» 
merce,  which  thev  were  taught  on  such  high 
authorityto  consider  as  a  l^al  and  antiiorised 
trade.  When  the  parties  engaged  in  this  species 
c^  commercial  adventure  saw  their  Tesaeb  cap- 
tured by  British  cruisers,  without  anv  prerious 
Warnhig,  and  brought  into  port  for  a^judicatipn, 
they  naturally  Complained  of  the  violenee  and 
incaHsistenoy  (^(  that  eenduot  wUch  had  aubjeoted 
them  to  these  ruinous  pracee^ngs,  and  accused 
the  Britirti  gorernment  of  robbery  and  injustice. 
Congress,  in  a  short  time,  caught  dm  flmne  with 
Iprlneh  it  was  surrounded,  and  after  passing 
beTerat  resdutions  that  bore  erident  indications 
bf  ktitation  and  precipitancy,  a  non-importation 
law  was  passed  on  the  IBth  of  April  against  the 
mani|faetilres  of  Great  Britain,  to  take  eflbct  on 
the  15th  of  NoTiemher  following.  In  the  mean 
tlm%  the  commissioner  sent  to  negociate  with 
the'  Enfflisli  govemmAt,  were  aastrueted  to 
cAitain  from  ministers  some  clear  and  precise 
rule  for  regulatia  g  ^eir  trade  with  the  colonies 
of  the  enemy,  not  liable  io  be  dianged  by  orders 
of  council,  or  instructions  to  cruisers,  and  not 
exposed  to  the  uncertainty  of  determinations 
Respecting  the  intentions  of  parties* 

The  third  ground  of  complaint  urged  by 
the  Americans  was  of  niiioh  lass  Iniportance  than 
Neither  of  the  other  two,  and  their  demand  to  > 
have  their  maritime  Jurisdiction  deflqed  and  re<- 
spected,  was  so  just  and  reasonable,  as  to  be 
Incapable  of  resistance.  An  unfortunate  accident, 
fn  which  an  Amerioan'  seaman  Happened  to  be 
killed,  on  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and 
within  sight  of  New  York,  drew  the  attention  of 
both  countries  to  this  subject,  and  rendered  some 
regulations  indHspensable  ^  but  no  diffieulty  could 
occur  in  settling  a  point  that  was  already  settled 
by  the  law  of  nations.  In  the  exercise  of  tiie 
privilege  of  searching  neutral  iressels,  several 
British  ships  had  been  cruising  off  the  American 
harbours,  and  Captain  Whitby,  in  the  ^Leander, 
of  fifty  guns,  was  stationed  off  Sandy  Hook, 
and  appointed  for  this  purpose.  Many  vessels 
were  brought  to  by  them  and  boarded,  and 
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sonse  of  the  seModn  were  impressed^  or  reoorered  900K  III 
into  the  servioe  of  Bi^land*     In  addition  ta  " 

these  canseaof  irritotion^  it  was  sworn  by  Joseph  ^^*J^; 
Pieroe,  the  ma^er  oi  the  sk>Qp  Richard,  that  ^2a^ 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  beach,  off  *^^ 
Sandy  Hook,  dirQe  shots  were,  on  theSMioC 
April,  fired  from  A  British  sloop  dfwar,  the  last 
M  which  struck  and  killed  a  man  at  the  hefan 
of  his  sloop,  the  brother  of  the  deponent,  the 
Leander  behig  at  tlie  same  time  only  a  mile 
distant.  The  affldr  of  the  Leander  having  taken 
place  during  the  elections  at  New  York,  great 
use  was  made  of  it  by  the  federal  party,  to  ex- 
cite odium  against  the  president,  and  bring  dis- 
^edit  upon  iSa  admimrtrationt  on  the  pretence 
that  foreigners  were  permitted  to  conmiit  such 
outrages,  by  their  knoniedge  of  the  weakness 
and  timidity  of  the  axisting  goternment.  To 
counteract  these  dssigns^  Mr.  JeffisrsiHi  issued  a 
violent  prnelamatiQn,  accusing  of  murder  tho 
oaplain  of  the  lieaader,  and  prohibiting  tha^ 
sloop,  and  anveral  oflier  British  Teasels^  from 
entering  the  hacboura,  or  remaining  within  tho 
juriadiotional  limits  of  the  United  Staten.  CaiH 
tain  Whitby  was  afterwards  tried  in  Gngland  ror 
the  death  of  dm  Amerioan  seaman,  and  acquittedr 
The  eonferenoea^  which  wer^  held  in  I^on* 
dwti,  for  (he  a4justment  -of  these  diflferepoes,  by 
Mr;  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney,  w  the  part  A 
the  United  States,  and  by  ^ord  HoUand  and 
Lord  Auckland^  on  the  part  of  Qroat  Britain^ 
tesninated  in  a  treaty,  ftiom  which  the  Prcjsident 
of  tiie  United  States  thought  proper  to  wittihold 
his  ratiftcation.    It  appears,  bowe¥er,  from  the 

Epcrs  afterwards  published,  and  laid  bef<WO  par^ 
ment,  that  the  commissioners  on  both  aides  were 
animated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  estaUisb  a  finn 
and  lasting  friendsliip  between  the  two  countri^% 
en  tenna  adtantageous  to  both.  After  many 
fnutle^  conftrences,  held  in  the  hope  of  derising; 
eome  adequate  substitute  for  the  practice  of  im- 
pressing on  the  high  seas,  the  Ammcan  pleni- 
potentiaries consented,  C4mtrary,  as  it  appears,  to 
their  instructions,  to  proceed  in  the  other  articles 
of  the  treaty,  without  anjv  further  satisfaction 
^imon  this  head,  than  an  omcial  paper  from  Lord 
Holland  and  Lord  Auckland,  dated  the  $th  ot 
NoTomher,  pledging  the  goTemment  of  Qreat 
Britain,  <<  to  issue  instmetiens  fot  the  obserr^ 
Mice  of  the  greatest  oantion  in  the  impressing  of 
British  seamen,  and  of  the  greatest  care  to  pre- 
serve  citisena  of  the  UnitM  States  from  any 
noeiestatiein  or  in||nry,  and  to  afierd  immediate 
redress  upon  am  raprsoantation  of  iiyury  ana* 
tained  by  them  ;'*  and  cnga^ring  bemdes,  at  any 
future  period,  ^^  to  entertam  the  disoimi^  of 
any  plan  flmt  should  be  devised  to  aeomre  the 
intereste  of  both  stalea,  withottt  any  isjury  to 
the  rights  to  which  they  are  r^pectiTdy  at- 
tached." 
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In  the  other  questions  between  the  two  * 
countries,  the  negociators  wefe  more  fortuncte 
in  bringing^  their  labours  to  ft  successftil  issue. 
On  the  subject  of  the  circnitoua  trade  permitted . 
to  tbe  United  States,  between  the  colenies  of  the 
enemy  and  other  parts  of  the  world,  on  article 
was  framed,^  which  satiisfied  die  American  com- 
missioiiers,  by  substituting;  a  dear  and  precise 
rule  for  the  r^ulatioa  of  that  comiftieroe,  in  place 
of  the  uncertain  *and  changeable  system  by  which 
it  had  hitherto  been  condacted.  The  prindple 
of  this  article  was  taken  from  Lord  Hawkesbury*s 
communication  to  Mr.  Rufus  King,  defining  the 
diflference  between  a  continuous  and  an  inter-* 
rupted  voyage ;  but  besides  requki^ff ,  as  in  that 
communication,  that  the  goods  dbould  be  landed,  , 
and  the  duties  paid  in  the  neutriad  country,  that 
article  expressly  stipulated,  that  on  re-exporta** 
tion  there  should  remain  after  the  drawback  a 
duty  to  be  paid  of  one  per  cent,  ad  valorem^  on  all 
articles  of  tue  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture 
of  Europe ;  and  on  all  articles  of  colonial  produce 
a  duty  of  not  less  than  two  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
The  maritime  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
was  guaranteed  by  another  article,t  against  the 
alleged  encroachments  and  violations  of  his  ma« 
jesty's  cruisers  ;  and  on  account  of  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  American  coast,  an  exten* 
sion  of  maritime  Jurisdiction,  to  the  distance  of 
6y6  miles  from  shore,  was  mutually  conceded 
by  both  parties  in  the  American  seas,  on  certain 
conditions,  and  with  certain  limitations  expressed 
in  the  treaty.  On  the  other  artides  of  the  treaty, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  obserre,  that  the  commer- 
cial stipulations  contained  in  th^  appear  to 
have  been  framed  on  the  fairest  and  most  liberal 
principles  of  reciprocal  advantage  and  utility  to 
the  two  countries. 

The  year  1800,  with  the  domestic  occurrences 
of  which  4he  first  volume  of  the  history*  of  our 
own  times  is  concluded,  will  be  rendered  me* 
moraUe  by  the  death  of  two  of  the  most  distin- 
guished statesmen  this  country  ever  produced. 
In  the  advantages  of  birth*  and  fortune  they 
were  equal :  in  doquence^  dissiihilar  in  their 
manner,  but  superior  to  all  their  contemporaries ; 
in  influence  upon  the  minds  of  their  hearers  un- 
rivalled ;  in  talenta  and  reputation,  dividing  tlie 
nation  into  two  partiea;in  probity,  above  sus- 
picion; in  patoiotisra,  as  m  all  thinga  else» 
rivals.  Whatever  the  spirit  of  party,  in  the 
ardour  <rf  contention^  may  have  suggested  to  the 
contrary,  thdr  opposition  was  a  constitutional 
struggle  for  power,  to  which  each  had  preten- 
sions that  must  have  bom^*  the  palm  from  any 
other  man  of  his  time. 

At  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Pitt's  long 
admiuistrfttion}  to  which  he  succeeded  by  one  <» 


flmse  comrt  mssffiuvres  which  have  obtained  in 
all  countries,  Mr.  Pox  could  rarely  object  any 
thing  to  his  measures,  except  that  the  proposer 
of  them  obtained  his  power  against  the  will  of 
the  miyority  of  the  house  of  cos^mons.  In  the 
delicate  and  difficult  affidr  of  the  proposed 
regency,  the  whig  leader  of  opposition^  the 
man  of  the  people,  endeavoured  to  check  the 
limitation  which  the  conrt  minister,  the  champion 
of  tdry  principles,  fiu^ough  the  two  popular 
branches  of  the  legislature,  would  have  fixed 
upon  the  hereditary  successor  to  the  executive 
government,  on  a  temporary  demise  of  the  crown* 
in  opposition,  each  deelaimed  against  Hie  corrup- 
tion of  the  coikunons,  and  proposed  plans  oi  re* 
form.  This  was  the  Julcnimhy  w^ich  the  one 
raised  himself  in  early  youth  to  popular  favour, 
and  .j^ained  .the  citadel  of  ministerial  power. 
This  too  if^s  the  engine  that  tb^  other  employed 
to  besiege  him  in  his  state,  when  he  found  it  ne- 
cessary to'  4ead,  'and  not  impair  parliamentary 
influence.  How  Mr.  Fox,  as  minister,  and  the 
avowed  patron  of  reform, .  would  have  encoun- 
tered the  difficulties  of  a  similar  situation,  is 
doubtful :  he  died  before  tiiehour  of  trial  arrived. 
On  the  sut^ject  of  the  catholic  claims,  each  of 
these  statesmen  gave  them  their  avowed  support, 
but  neither  of  them  was  able  to  carry  his  viewa 
into  efi^t,  and  the  attempt  was  fotal  to  the  power 
of  those  to  Trtiom  Mr.  Fox  bequeathed  his  plana 
and  his  influence.  In  their  ^orts  to  effeqt  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  the  result  was  dif- 
ferent ;  Mr.  Fox^R9cted,in  one  session  of  parlia- 
ment, that  which  the  eloquence  of  Mr.  PiitL^ad 
not  been  able  in  dghtemi  years  to  accomplisn. 

Upon  the  French  revoluti<m,  and  the  coali- 
tion of  the  Buropean  powers  a^nst  France,  it 
is  but  candid  to  believe,  that  die  difference  be- 
twe^  these  great  men  was  one  of  real  political 
opinion.  As  far  as  it .  was  a  measure  of  mere 
foreign  policv,  the  one  was  tonpted  to  the  course 
he  pmrsued,  by  the  flattering  hope  of  increasing 
tiie  military  power  of  Britain,  auid  extending 
her  influence  upon  the  continent.  At  the  same 
time,  tiiis  policy  afforded  a  counteraction  to  the 
spirit  of  ref<wm,  whieh  at  that  period  so  much 
embarrassed  him  at  hom^  and  which,  had  he 
not  supjuressed  by  occupying  the  public  attenti^m 
with  foreign  war,  and  by  strong  and  unusual 
measures  of  domestic  coerdon,  would  certainly 
have  efiected  a  reform  in  the  conpimooB^  house  of 
parliament,  by  means  wlucb>  in  his  opinion, 
would  have  endangered  the  dae  equipoise  of  our 
mixed  form  of  government.  The  other  waaled 
to- observe  more  profoundly  the  consequences  €»l 
an  attack  upon  the  infant  republic  of  France, 
and  liHOwing  that  the  coalition  wsa- composed,  aa 
indeed  all  coalitions  are,  of  powers  jiealous  oif 
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^ach  other,  and  that  Eng^land  neither  possessed 
a  ffreat  military  establishment,  nor,  at  that  time, 
a  Marlborough  to  give  an  ascendancy  to  a  small 
one^  justly  predicted  that  the  conflict  must  tend 
to  render  France  a  nation  of  soldiers,  who  would 
become  the  masters  of  the  continent. 

Whether  the  minister,  having  quenched  the 
flame  of  popular  contention  at  home,  might  have 
ohosMi  a  happy  moment  for  the  cessation  of  war 
abroad,  is  a  question  whibh  puts  the  political 
sagacity  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  a  test  the  most  diflicult 
for  his  reputation.  But  it  must  be  considered, 
when,  perhaps,  he  desired  peace  most,  it  was  un- 
attainable. Mr.  Fox,  on  tne  contrary,  in  every 
atage  of  its  progress,  opposed  the  war  with  finn- 
tiess,  apd  no  doubt  with  sincerity ;  for  in  sujp- 
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pdrt  of  his  opinions,  he  employed  his  pen  in  the  ^^^^  H^ 

only  composition  which  he  ever  avowed,  and  I         TT 

•  sacrificed  even  the  friendship  of  Burke  to  his  ^^^'  '^* 

conviction  of  their  truth. 

To  conclude  the  parallel,  they  were  men  of 
such  traiiscendei|t  talents  and  towering  ambition, 
that  had  they  lived  in  a  republiic,  one  or  the  other 
would  probably  have  been  dictator :  in  an  abso- 
lute monarchy,  either  might  have  founded  a  dy- 
nasty ;  while,  in  a  mixed  govenfment,  they  were 
rival  statesmen,  alternately  ministers,  and  dur- 
ing their  political  lives  leaders  of  the  great 
councils  of  the  nation,  whose  names  may  be 
fairly  placed  in  competition  with  any  of  the 
ministers  of  modem  empires,  or  the  popular 
leaders  of  ancient  republics. 
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